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Statesman News Service

NEW DELH]J, ]une 26:
President Dr AP] Abdul
Kalam today set out the
roadmap for India’s energy
independence, terming it
the nation’s highest priori-
ty. “Our target is to achieve
Energy Security by 2020
leading to Energy
Independence by 2030 and
beyond,” Dr Kalam said
after presenting the TERI
corporate awards. “Of
course there were many
discussions nationally as
well as internationally on
this subject. I would like to
suggest certain actions to
be taken on the energy mis-
sions for contributing
towards energy 1ndepen-
dence in India.”

Based on India’s progress
visualised aver the next two
decades, the President said
the power generating
capacity had to increase to
400,000 MW by 2030 from
- the existing 130,000 MW. To
meet this, he emphasised,
energy independence co-
uld be achieved through
three different sources ~
hydel capacity, nuclear po-
wer and non-conventional
energy sources, primarily
through solar energy, apart
from thermal power.

Contendmg that solar

tural sector, where farmers

- need electricity exclusively

in the daytime, Dr Kalam
said this could be the pri-
mary demand driver for
solar energy. “Our farmers
demand for electric power
today is significantly high,
which makes solar energy
economical due to its large
scale. Shortages of water,
both for drinking and farm-

ing operations, can be met
by large scale seawater
desalination and pumping
inland using solar energy,
supplemented by bio-fuels
wherever necessary.”

Pointing to Carbon Nano
Tube (CNT) based solar
cells as the answer for high-
er efficiency and lower cost,
Dr Kalam said it was essen-
tial 'to launch a research
mission on CNT photo-
voltaic cell. “Our scientists
have to take up this chal-
lenge and come up with the
development of a CNT
based PV cell with an effi-
ciency of at least 50% with-
in the next three years so
that it can go into commet-
cial production within five
years,” he-added.

Turning to nuclear ener-
gy, Dr Kalam said with the
completion of nine reacto-
18, the present nuclear po-
wer capacity of 14 reactors

thch 1s 2700

esent plan of Barc and Nu-
clear Power Corporation,
the capacity by 2020 is ex-
pected to be increased to
24,000 MW. There is a need
to plan right from now to
increase this capacity to
50,000 MW by 2030,” he
felt. With the transporta-
tion sector consuming ab-
out 90 per cent of the total
available oil, the President

MW is ex-\

called for an urgent need to
find alternative fuels and
energy sources. A promis-
ing area, he pointed out,
was the production of bio-
fuels. Simultaneously, he
spoke of the need to work
on - hydrogen-based fuel
and electric powered vehi-
cles. He referred to a bio-
diesel conference in
Hyderabad, where partici-
pants suggested the forma-
tion of a bio-fuel corpora-
tion at the centre and bio-
fuel boards in the states.

Lauding efforts by
Hyderabad and Vijayawada
to operate power plants
utilising municipal waste,
he also exhorted industry
leaders to help establish
such power plants in col-
laboration with local
municipal authorities.

He set out an eight-point
agenda for Teri to help the
country achieve availability
of adequate energy while
assuring a trajectory of eco-
nomic growth. These
include setting up a web-
site setting out the energy
and environment scenario
and help farmers procure
quality standardised’ Jatr-
opha seeds, for bio-diesel.

He felt the country must
aim to produce 60 million
tonnes of bio-diesel by the
year 2030 as a step towards
energy independence in

%ﬁspo atioh, ' sector.

* He liged Teri to’ play an

important role in this
effort, primarily by con-
ducting research farming
to realise standard high
yield variety of Jatropha
seed. Dr Kalam also called
upon Teri to help remove
the polluting burden of fly
ash by working on a mis-
sion for its 100 per cent util-
isation for wealth generat-
ing products.
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President acts KT

Asks Parliament to reconsider ry\é
ntroversial Preven-

resident Abdul Kalam has done the right thing in retummg the co

tion of Disqualification Amendment Bill, 2006, popularly known as the Office of
Profit Bill, passed by both Houses of Parliament, for reconsideration. It is the third ins-
tance of this kind in recent history. The bill exempts 56 posts, including that of chair-
person of the National Advisory Council, held by Sonia Gandhi, from disqualification. It
should be said in fairmess to her that the moment she knew there was a complaint
against her holding an office of profit, she promptly resigned her seat in the Lok Sabha
and the post of chiairperson of the NAC. Other members of Parliament belbnging to both
the UPA and the Opposition parties failed to emulate her example. Questioning the
propriety of the Bill's retrospective applicability, the President is reported to have sug-
gested a comprehensive legislation which was just and fair and could be implemented
in a transparent manner. Exercising his power under Article 111 of the Constitutien, the
President wanted Parliament to study the implications of including the offices regarding
which petitions for disqualification are pending. If the President had given his assent to
the Bill in its present form, it would amount to those holding listed offices of profit under
the union goveriment or any state government circumventing disqualification of
Parhament membership because of its retrospective effect.

No one denies that Parliament is supreme but it is empowered to make laws for the
public good, not mainly for the benefit of its sitting members, except in matters relating
to fixing their salary and perquisites. It is not authorised by law to grant amnesty to
members who have transgressed a constitutional provision. Article 102 of the Consti-

tution is very clear that a person shall be disqualified for being a member of either
House of Parliament if he holds any office of profit under the Government of India or the
government of any state other than an office declared by Parliament by law not to
disqualify its holder. In the case of Jaya Bachchan, whose disqualification from being a
member of the Rajya Sabha led to the present Bill, the Supreme Court ruled that a mem-
ber of Parliament would be treated as holding an office of profit even if the member
derived no pecuniary benefit whatsoever therefrom but if the office entitled its holder tp
profit or gain. Far from being embarrassed by the President returning the Bill for recon-
sideration, the UPA govemment is determined to reintroduce it in Parliament in the
coming:monsoon session. It is assured of easy passage by virtue of the majority ~ and
the confltience of vested interest ~ that the UPA and its supporting parties represent in
both Houses of Parliament. The President has spoken, the Supreme Court has spoken;
it is for Parliament to decide if, in this case, its actions reflect the will of the people. /
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meets

Kalam

Cabinet to discuss President’s message

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: In the wake of the con-
troversy over President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam’s decision to send
back for re-consideration the of-
fice-of-profit Bill, Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh had a
scheduled meeting with him on
Wednesday.

The official thinking is “the
Government will examine the
President’s  communication”
and “there was no urgency.” The
communication is likely to fig-
ure in the Union Cabinet’s regu-

lar meeting on Friday.
NDA'’s plea
Meanwhile, the National

Democratic Alliance pitched in
with amemorandum to the Elec-
tion Commission, asking it to
take a view on the complaints
referred to it by the President
and Governors seeking disqual-
ification of members holding of-
fices of profit. Complaints about
40 MPs and about 200 MLAs are
pending before the Commission
as per a list put out on its web
site.

The NDA urged the Commis-
sion not to “bunch” the refer-
ences and formulate opinion
only after all evidence in respect
of all references was collected.

“In an indirect reforeneg-i@...
‘Cofgre

55 president Sonia Gand-
hi, the NDA asked: “If one mem-
ber [Rajya Sabha member Jaya
Bachchan] is disqualified retro-
spectively, can another member
similarly placed escape disqual-
ification either by resigning or
being protected by the efflux of
time- till a corrective law is
promulgated?”

According to Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Arun Jaitley, under
Article 102 of the Constitution a
member got disqualified imme-
diately upon his/her holding an
office of profit. “The EC adjudi-

C 3 .

cates the disputes and makes a
declaration where disqualifica-
tion has already occurred. In the
case of Ms. Gandhi, even though
she subsequently resigned, for
the period that she held an office
of profit a declaration should be
made by the Commission with
retrospective effect.”

On its part, the Congress
maintained that it was well with-
in the constitutional authority of
the President to raise certain

questions on the Bill. Party spo- |

kesperson Jayanti - Natarajan
said the Government and Parlia-
ment would examine it with
great respect and give their
response.

“Not a setback”

Denying that the reference
was a “setback” to the Manmo-
han Singh Government, Ms.

Natarajan accused the BJP of |

“double-faced hypocrisy” and
behaving “irresponsibly”
seeking to politicise the Election
Commission. She said the BJP
stood exposed by its demand
that the Commission expedite
the disposal of complaints be-
fore it. If the party stood by prin-
ciples it was now talking of, it
should demonstrate them by di-
recting its Government in
Jharkhand to resign.

“Their attitude to politicise
the Election Commission by
putting pressure [on it] to com-
plete the proceedings and sub-
vert both Parliament and the
[office of] President and the
process of law is irresponsible
and motivated. This is part of
their continuous attempt to pol-
iticise and denigrate high consti-
tutionhal offices.”

A—— ,
Editorial on Page 10

Text of President’s message to
Parilament : Page 12
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case of presidential
@ﬁ’ ~Joverreach \t~_/

f the Indian presidency is not quite a decorative or
ceremonial post, it is supposed to be a far cry from an
executive office — it must not be allowed to be activist
and set the terms for substantive policy-making, let
alone be permitted to intrude into the parliamentary domain
or, for that matter, into the executive sphere where the
Cabinet is all powerful. The intent of the Constituent As-
sembly, the provisions of the Constitution, and democratic
practice evolved over nearly six decades make this absolutely
clear. By and large, heads of state in India have conducted
themselves within the strict confines the supreme law and
the theory of parliamentary government have laid down for
them. When the Rashtrapati pits his constitutional and polit-
ical wits against key decisions made by the Cabinet, not to
mention Parliament, it certainly goes against the spirit of the
Constitution and parliamentary government. The situation
might have been otherwise had India’s first President, Ra-
jendra Prasad, prevailed with his point of view in the early
1950s; on certain occasions, notably during the controversy
over the Hindu Code Bill, he “attributed to his office enor-
mously greater powers than those given by the Constitu-
tion,” to quote the scholar Granville Austin. But fortunately,
it is now well settled that the position of the Indian President
is analogous 1o that of the British constitutional monarch.
This is a time of overreach of roles by constitutional
authorities, the Election Commission in particular. Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s action of returning the Office of
Profit Bill, duly passed by Parliament in the recent Budget
session, for reconsideration by both Houses suggests he has
now caught the contagion. Technically, he is within his
rights, since Article 111 allows the President to return a
non-money Bill once — but only once — to Parliament,
recommending amendments if necessary. But substantively
and contextually, his action amounts to throwing a spanner
in the politics of the country. It is not that the President’s
thinking about the desirability of evolving “generic and com-
prehensive criteria” that are “just, fair and reasonable” and
can be applied in a “clear and transparent manner” is without
substantive merit. Indeed, this newspaper editorially took
strong objection to the way Parliament was adjourned to
enable the promulgation of a self-protective ordinance on
the office of profit issue; and then criticised the Bill for
“offending democratic sensibilities” by merely listing the
specific offices held by sitting members and exempting them
from disqualification without looking at broad categories
that might qualify for reasonable exemption or advancing
any general principle. However, the question the President
has raised about the “soundness and propriety of law” of the
retrospective nature of the Bill’'s exemptions and his suggest-
ion that there can be India-wide application of the generic
and comprehensive criteria (thus treading on the toes of the
Legislative Assemblies of States and Union Territories) are
questionable, if not unsound. The real objection to President
Kalam’s activism in returning the Bill to Parliament for
reconsideration must be that, in the Indian constitutional
scheme, it is decidedly not the business of the head of state to
judge the constitutional-philosophical merit of legislation or
to ‘guide’ Parliament in its legislative business — whether it
be the Hindu Code Bill of 1951 or the Office of Profit Bill of
2006, However high-minded the action might seem, through
his ill-advised overreach President Kalam seems to have
played into the hands of the main opposition party whose
official spokesman has demanded that the Election Commis-
sion should now decide all pending complaints against MPs
on the office of profit issue within a week! It is a piquant
situation to which the Government and Parliament must
come up with a mature and decisive response.
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Increase number of seé(s\ in centres

of higher education: Abdul Kalag/

\

Itis a “mission” to be achleved through pubhc—pﬁvate partnershlps

President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam at the inauguration of
“Grassroots Summit 2006” in New Delhi on Friday. -
PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: President A. P. J. Ab-
dul Kalam on Friday recom-
mended that the number of seats
in centres of higher education be
increased to cater for the re-
quirements of the country’s
knowledge industry.

Inaugurating a grass roots
summit organised by the Press
Institute of India here, he said
provision of more seats was a
“mission” that should be
achieved through public-private
partnerships.

“In this connection, I have de-
veloped a system of global hu-
man resource cadre. In the 21st
century, India needs a large
number of talented youth with
higher education for the task of
knowledge acquisition, knowl-
edge imparting, knowledge cre-
ation and knowledge sharing.”

Mr. Kalam, who cited the
country’s rapidly growing 500-
plus million population under
25, suggested that universities
set up special cadres to meet fu-
ture demands, from both within
and outside the country, for
skilled and qualified youth.

Describing the rural ambience

9 3 M Wi

as “a scene of sweat,” he called
upon the media to devise out-of-
the-box solutions and be a part-
ner in national missions such as
Developed India, 2020, Provid-
ing Urban Amenities in Rural
Areas and the recently launched
Bharat Nirman programme.

These missions, together with
the Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme covering 200 dis-
tricts, had the potential to
transform rural India.

“Journalists must become
partners in the programme of
PURA and energy independence
mission, celebrate every aspect
of success in the nation, partic-
ularly in rural areas, work to-
wards promotion of a
corruption-free society, help in
the creation of enlightened citi-
zens and promote harmony in
the nation.”

THE. HINOLU
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Kalam $ends
back Office
of Profit Bill

a just, fair criteri
Vinay Kumar ml Y .

NEW DELHI: In a jolt to the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment, President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam on Tuesday returned the
controversial Office of Profit
Bill, passed by Parliament dur-
ing the Budget session that coh-
cluded on May 23.

The Bill was sent to Mr. Kalam

on May 25. Since then, he held
discussions with a number of le-
gal and judicial experts. After
obtaining their views, Mr. Kalam
also studied the Bill on his own,
sources said.

Retrospective effect

Asking Parliament to recon-
sider the Bill in the light of his
R}bservations, the President also
Tasked it to look into the legal
propriety of the application of
the Bill with retrospective effect.

‘Mr. Kalam said the focus of

comprehensive criteria, which
was just, fair and reasonable, and
could be applied across all States
and Union Territories in a clear
and transparent manner. He
wanted Parliament to study the
implications of including the of-
fices in relation to which pet-
itions for disqualification were
already under process by the
competent authority.

Exercising his power under
Article 111 of the Constitution,
the President said Parliament

should reconsider the Bill in the

H
L

i HFNC‘:

the Bill-showld be.on_euelving.a.

Says focus shoul;l beg OFI,L%\A{?L]XHL%

o)

A.PJ. Abdul Kalam

light of the settled interpreta-
tion of Article 102.

The Office of Profit Bill did not
witness a smooth passage in Par-
liament with the Opposition
whipping up controversy on sev-
eral aspects. A total of 56 offices
were exempted under the pur-
view of the Bill. The controversy
arose when Jaya Bachchan, a Sa-

' Tyemnber-of ‘the -

Rajya Sabha, had to quit her seat
following her disqualification by
the Election Commission on the
ground that she held an office of
profit in Uttar Pradesh. The de-
cision was upheld by the Su-
preme Court, which was
approached by Ms. Bachchan.
Ultimately, it led to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi quitting
her Lok Sabha seat and getting
re-elected from Rae Bareli. She
also laid down her post as Chair-
person of the National Advisory
Council.




“Kalam charts 7-
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point mission for SBI

Inaugurates bank’s Bicentennial celebrations, urges it to create a Rs. 2,000-crore venture capital fund

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam on Tuesday chalked out a
seven-point action plan for the
State Bank of India (SBI) while
urging the country’s premier
bank to-create a Rs. 5,000-crore
venture capital fund and hike
lending to the farm sector.

In his address at the SBI’s Bi-
centennial Celebrations here,
Mr. Kalam noted that within the
next three years, the bank
should raise the credit to the
farm and agro-processing sector
from 10 to 20 per cent of its total
loan disbursal.

Agricultural growth, he said,
was lagging behind while sectors
such as manufacturing and ser-
vices were showing robust in-
creases. A  higher credit
disbursal, he said, was essential
to hike farm growth to over four
per cent as it was a vital require-
ment for increasing the overall
Gross Domestic Product growth
to 10 per cent.

Unveiling his plan, Mr. Kalam
asked the SBI to-allocate Rs.
5,000 crores as ventdare capital
from 2007-08 for the purposes
of funding innovative scientists
and technologists for speedier
societal transformation. This
would include the development
of ICT products, software devel-
opment and software services.

The President also advised
the bank to create and nurture
five rural development projects,
on the lines of the bio-fuel pro-
ject and seaweed project, as it
had the potential to provide em-
ployment to 50 lakh persons in
the rural areas at the least.

Mr. Kalam also asked the SBI
to adopt and innovatively fund
at least one Jakh sick units in the
small-scale sector to infuse the
latest technology and turn them
into profitable ventures.

Another sector with great po-
tential, Mr. Kalam said, was
medical tourism in which the
bank could extend funds at com-
petitive interest rates for setting

A MILESTONE: Finance Minister P. Chidambaram, President A.
Bicentennial Commermorative Coin on the completion of 200

up corporate hospitals which
would also serve the rural areas.
Likewise, yet another sector for
the bank’s participation, he said,
was infrastructure develop-
ment, including provision of 50
million quality houses with basic
infrastructure in rural areas in
association with state and Cen-
tral entities.

Turning to the plight of villag-
ers caught in the “vicious cycle
of borrowing,” Mr. Kalam asked
the SBI to adopt a “villager-
friendly” banking system to free

them from the clutches of mon-
ey-lenders.

Mr. Kalam also lamented that
hassle-free loans were being ex-
tended by the SBI to students of
only the best engineering colleg-
es, medical colleges and business
schools. “I would request the
SBI to examine the possibility of
providing loans to students who
would like to pursue science and
commerce as a career,” he said.

Besides, ways should be found
to fund the education of those
meritorious students who could

not get admission to top engi-
neering, medical and B-schools
owing to stringent competition,
Mr. Kalam said.

Hike lending to SMEs

Finance Minister, P. Chidam-
baram asked the bank to hike its
lending to small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs), agriculture
and the retail sector.

Mr Chidambaram said the
share of retail lending in the
country, at 10 per cent of the
gross domestic product (GDP),

years of the State Bank of India in New Delhi, on T uesday.

was very modest and the bank
should seize this opportunity
with its vast branch network.
The SBI, he said, should also
utilise its vast branch network to
raise lending to the SME sector
$0 as to help in generating em-
ployment and also addresses the
issue of balanced regional devel-
opment. He also asked the bank
to increase advances to the farm
sector further, especially the
small and margiyal ;farmers.
Globalisation, Mr Chidamba-
ram said, was a rwn-wav street.

fions In

P.J. Abdul Kalam and SBI Chairman A. K. Purwar at the release of the «
= PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN #

and went on to highlight the fact
that while foreign banks and fi-
nancial institutions (FIs) were
eagerly waiting to enter India,
the opportunity available for In-
dian banks and Fls to expand
globally was often ignored.

“It is now internationally rec-
ognised that Indians have spe-
cial skills in banking and
financial services, and several
Hz&»umnr_wawﬁmmmm& E%Enﬁm in-
London, New York, mwsm%ozw
and Hong Kong”hesaic g




President's ueprlntsa bonus for Nltlsml(

Thc President, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, often takes extraordi-
nary steps in a positive direction. Some weeks ago he was
at a school function where he discovered so much talent that
he readily gave the children his e-mail address so that they
could establish direct coatact with Rashtrapati Bhavan to ap-
prise him of their latest achievements. On other occasions he
has departed from ritual and prepared texts to project human
qualities that would have helped any politician, especially at
election time. Kalam has no political inclinations unlike some
Governors who have left Raj Bhavans only to re-enlist them-
selves with parties. What is pleasantly surprising is that the
President does not allow any political calculations to come in
the way of his uncommon engagements. Thig was evident
when he chose to address a joint session of the Bihar legisla-
ture — the first time a President has done so — when the
state is being ruled by the NDA. Whatever interpretation
Lalu Prasad may give to Kalam’s 10-point action plan.

Nitish Kumar, who has shown some earnestness in taking
Bihar on the road to economic recovery, can consider himself
fortunate that the President presented both Houses with a
virtual blueprint for industrial growth. To be sure, there were
broad hints that Bihar has suffered due to administrative
problems and human failures. His latest roadmap, which
clearly comes after a thorough study, can be seen as
endorsement for the chief minister’s appeal for central help
and for private investment. If the wheels of industry finally
start moving, people of the state will know whom to thank.

EYCRAER
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Kalam: India, Myanm\ér |
should standardise "“’\“\b
traditional medicines

Sandeep Dikshit

MANDALAY: In the first-ever visit
by an Indian head of state to this
central Myanmar town, the
President, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam,
offered to develop linkages in
traditional medicine between
Myanmar and India.

A proponent of traditional
medicine which should be weld-
ed with biotechnology, the Pres-
ident, speaking at the University
of Traditional Medicire, pointed
out that most of the herbs being
used in Myanmar were common
with those found in India’s
northeastern States. Therefore,
both countries should join hands
to counter the common prob-
lems they faced in making tradi-
tional medicine acceptable to
the world.

The President told the faculty
and students why both countries
would have to standardise the
medicines and make them fit in
the Intellectual Property Rights
regime. The President also told
them how biotechnology should
be harnessed to further improve
the efficacy of traditional med-

3. f‘.\,ui&“

.
icines and make them acceptable
on amass scale.

Visit to pagodas

The President also paid hom-
age at two imposing pagodas in
the city that have stood the test
of time. At the Maha Muni pago-
da, the President pasted gold
leaves at the base of Buddha’s
statue in line with the tradition
of gilding gold to the bronze stat- |
ue.
According to legend, the
Buddha himself consecrated the |
statue near the Bay of the Anda- |
mans. However, the king’s suc- |
cessors lost it to the son of the |
King of Mandalay. And when
centuries later, King Thibaw do-
nated a huge quantity of gold to
adorn the image, he was sent into !
exile within a year by the British.

Mr. Kalam also visited the
Kutho Daw pagoda which hosts
rows of 729 small temples, each
hosting a stone slab on which are
inscribed the entire Tripitaka or
the whole of the Buddhist scrip-
tures. These inscriptions have
been described as the world’s
biggest book.



" Kalam’s Myanmar mission: It’s all about
ronnecting with ‘close neighbour & friend’

the current phase of Indo-
Myanmar relations. Describ-

! (Myanmar) was a- close
neighbour and friend, the
other (Mauritius) was a close
relative. “Do you know their
(Mauritius’) National Day

The President, who re-

Myanmar, as a friend,

i tal train link, an ambitious

Do

Loini dvte v

fmm ﬁuﬂh to‘svﬁ:b—is iin

Am\y cantonmnt, clean
gem stores, But the real surprise is a huge outlet for Ping golfing

MANRAJ GREWAL pro;ect that was floated dur-
ONBOARD PRESIDENT'S ing the NDA regime. Once
AIRCRAFT, MARCH 8 completed, this link will con-
nect Delhi to Hanoi via

ONNECTIVITY Myanmar, Laos, Thailand
forpeace. Thatisthe and Cambodia. “The other
operative phrase in links are in place, we only

have to complete the Dethi-
Myanmar linkage,” said For-

ing Myanmar as a close friend eign Secretary Shyam Saran.
and neighbour, President India is also working on a
APJ Abdul Kalam said India road link from Falam in Chin
was not only looking at restor- province of Myanmar to Mi-
ing the Silk Route via Myan- zoram besides forging a sea
mar to China but also work- route from Sittwe to Kolkata
ing on a continental train link and Chennai.
from Delhi to Hanoi in Viet- The President said India
nam via Myanmar. That, be- was interested in promoting
sides developing the sea route all kinds of connectivity, be it
to Kolkata and Chennai from by road, rail, sea or via the\
the port of Sittwe. ‘ net. The visit will see the Y
Addressing the media on President inaugurating the
board Air India-1 at the out- optical fibre link India has
set of his two-nation tour be- laid between Tamu on the
ginning today, the President Manipur border and Myan-
said while one country mar’s capital of Yangon.

tended andso a:e the | mawaysta accommodate the increasing num-
; s ot mg  down atYangon, The Pyae

Myanmat, spahning the country
_tths of spanking new malls and

Lo stror fee!t ofdejavi. It's ¢
marks the beginning of Ma- ng s dot o i equipment. it's arguably the biggest showroom of the company,
hatma Gandhi’s Dandi Wil : whith %saragewtth gulfefsthewnriéover
March?” he said. H

here, Shah Rukh Khan commands quitea fan following in

ferred to Senior General billboards of Swadesh-—the film may
Than Shwe, chairman of the ck home hut here :t'sa bigtiraw :
State Peace and Develop- L -

ment Council (SPDC) ruling o tYangon isno toagefihe administiative capital of Myanmar, On No-

i vember 6 last year, Senior General Than Shwe ordered his staffto

promised a slew of agree-  moveto Pyinmana, atown 390 kmis to the north of Yangon. The buzz
ments in infrastructure, en- i step following dire warnings by astrologers. Yan-
ergy and business at the end te will mﬂ:ad "to ?;thg::mmerdai hub, interesdt;r;giy.
i -daytri : ndedan \—Mandalay—
ofbs thrse-Cay \ip- facade. Rgbt nexttoiarethe | 2 prophecy mads by Lod Butiha tht  rest
¢ tnp willa s see Some ing. The aiportisbeingex- ¢ | the ) 4 bilee of Buddh — M
movement on the continen- ey : on the 2,400th jubilee of Buddhism. G,
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RESIDENT’S PROJECT FINDS READY TAKEHS Jh& MANILA

-

J(a am experiences

§1mulated

MANILA, Feb. 5. — The
room in which Indian
President Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam was sitting shook,
first vertically and then

horizontally, as the
Richter scale recorded a
major earthquake to give

him the experience of a-
simulated temblor today.

It was a different kind of
experience for scientist Dr
Kalam who visited the
Philippines Institute of
Volcanic ' and
Seismological Studies.

Dr Kalam promised his
dream project Providing
Urban Amenities in Rural
Areas (Pura) for  the
Philippines to bridge the
rural-urban divide.

The Pura concept, which .

envisages cstablishing
integrated connectivities
in rural areas in terms of
providing basic infrastruc-
ture, caught the imagina-
tion of Philippine resident
*Ms Gloria Arroyo who
responded to it enthusias-

tically during her talks
with Dr Kalam.

It was agreed that two
Pura centres would be set
up at Lanao, a hilly area of
the Philippines, and
Balcun, a coastal area, and
some local companies are
also expected to chip in
with assistance.

“We will provide the

technical krow-how for

the two Pura centres,” Dr
Kalam’s press secretary
Mr SM Khan said here.

Under Pura,
physical connectivity, vil-
lages need to be connected
to cities through strength-
ening of telecommunica-
tion and internet facilities.

The Pura has been suc-
cessfully implemented in
65 villages in Tamil Nadu,
leading to large-scale
employment and creation
of entrepreneurs with the
support of more than 800
self-help groups.

President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
checks out geneticly-grown
rice at International Rice
Research institute in Los
Banios on Sunday. — AFP

-
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Kalam for ‘world knowledéeplatform’ Y

“It will prove to be a launch pad for many innovations”

Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE: President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam suggested here on Wednes-
day that India, Singapore, the Phi-
lippines and South Korea take the
lead in setting up a “world knowl-
edge platform.”

Delivering the prestigious “Sin-
gapore Lecture,” he said this plat-
form should create a seamless
web-based link for knowledge cre-
ation and application. “Even an
aircraft could be designed on line.”

Speaking to a packed house, the
President felt that this platform
would prove to be a launch pad for
many innovations. He had dis-
cussed the proposal with Singa-
pore leaders earlier in the day.
India was willing to put up “seed
capital” for the project.

The President, who received ku-
dos for using a power-point pre-
sentation for the first time ever in
27 Singapore lectures, faced some
tough questions too.

Asked how he reconciled to the
fact that India had a Muslim Presi-
dent and a Sikh Prime Minister and
there were “clashes” between
Hindus and Sikhs and Hindus and
Muslims, the President likened the
Indian society to an aircraft taking
off.

Pointing out that there was both
“lift” and “drag” when an aircraft
took off, he maintained that there
was a need to “minimise” the drag
in Indian society.

Value-based education

Asked about the role of spiritu-
ality in a globalising world, he said
even economically prosperous so-
cieties were not happy. “You have
to have value systems,” the Presi-
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President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam is being greeted by his Singaporean counterpart, S.R Nathan
at the Istana Presidential Palace in Singapore on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: AFP

dent said, stressing the need for
value-based education at the pri-
mary level.

The President said Asian coun-
tries were leading the world and
there was a “resurrection” of Asia
when asked what he felt about the
“clash of civilisations.”

In his talks with Singapore Pres-
ident S.R. Nathan, Senior Minister
Goh Chok Tong and Prime Minis-
ter Lee Hsein-Loong, the Presi-
dent and his interlocutors took the
view that the two countries shared
avision of a rising Asia.

Briefing presspersons on the
President’s talks, Rajiv Sikri, a se-
nior official in Mr. Kalam’s dele-
gation, said the two sides would
work towards realising the goal of
an Asian community.

Referring to discussions on im-
plementing the Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement
between the two sides, Mr. Sikri
said six months remained to imple-
ment the accord.

Given that this was the first
agreement of its kind signed be-
tween India and any country, it

e

was imperative that the implemen-
tation was proper, he said.

Referring to the CECA at the
banquet hosted in his honour on
Wednesday by Mr. Nathan, the
President hoped that this would
allow for the trade between the two
sides touching $20 billion by 2010
- up from the current level of some
$10 billion. “It is a matter of satis-
faction that our bilateral trade
grew by over 100 per cent in the
last two years and today reflects a
healthy figure of about U.S. $10 bil-
lion,” he said.
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HYDERABAD, Jan. 9. —
President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
today said the sun would never set
on the “Empire of the Indian
Mind”. “It would not be an exag-
geration, if | say that today the sun
truly cannot set on the Empire of
the Indian Mind. Some children of
Mother India are always working
wherever the sun is shining on this
planet be it Asia, Africa, Australia,
Europe, the Americas and, indeed,
on the icy reaches of Antarctica.
Twenty million children of India
live in various parts of the planet
and every year it is increasing,
because they are needed,” he said
at the valedictory session of the
Pravasi Bharati Divas.

He said this was the point he
would like to make on the anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi’s return to
India from South Africa 91 years
ago.Dr Kalam had the audience
wondering when he said: “Will
there be a fifth wave? In the fifth
wave, towards the end of 21st centu-
ry, Indians may enter the space
industrial establishment on Moon.”

NRIs cautioned
There was a strong note of caution
today by those working for com-
munal harmony on NRIs funding
religious organisations in India.
Gandhian Ms Nirmala Deshpande

- —-— - - -

minds shining

HYDERABAD, Jan. 9. — Seventeen
eminent NRIs, including Hong Kong-
based Mr Rusy M Shroff and US-
based doctor Dr Sudhir Parikh, were
today honoured with the prestigious
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award for
their contribution in promoting India in
their respective adopted countries.
President APJ Abdu! Kalam presented
the award to the NRIs during the
valedictory function of Parvasi
Bhartiya Divas 2006 here. Protest
marked the Award presentation to Dr
Sudhir Parikh. Dr Parikh was the
person who organised Gujarat chief
minister Mr Narendra Modi's visit to
America in 2005. The trip could not
materialise as USA denied him the
visa.When Dr Parikh was called on
stage to receive the medal and .
citation, a person from the audience
shot up and shouted “Shame;,
Shame”. He identified himself as Mr
Satyanath Chowdhury, a professor of
electric engineering in the New Yo
University. — SNS /k
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K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee on Sunday
said Parliament’s decision to ex-
pel 11 of its members in the wake
of the “cash-for-question” scan-
dal was “beyond the pale of judi-
cial scrutiny.”

The December 23 decision
taken by both Houses was the
exclusive jurisdiction of Parlia-
ment, he told The Hindu. His
remarks came in the backdrop of
reports that some of the expelled
MPs planned to knock the doors
of the courts.

Mr. Chatterjee, who held dis-

cussions with a group of legal
experts on Saturday, said all
leading lawyers who responded
to his request for a discussion on
the issue told him in one voice
that the views expressed by him
were correct. “There is no ques-
tion of surrendering or submis-
sion to the jurisdiction of the
judiciary in this matter. I have
the highest respect for the judi-
ciary but I have a duty to per-
| form as Speaker of the Lok
. Sabha.”
i He said Parliament had exclu-
sive jurisdiction to decide on the
procedure and disciplinary mat-
ters in regard to its members. As
per the Constitution, courts
were not given any authority to
punish a member of Parliament
or Legislature for his/her con-
duct as a legislator.

Referring to the unpreceden-
ted expulsions, Mr. Chatterjee
said the decision was that of the
House and not taken by him. A
process, with which leaders of
different political parties were
associated, tried the expelled
MPs. They were given a chance
to state their case before the Pa-
wan Bansal Committee, which
went into the charges.

‘Courts have
no power to
intervene’- "

No question of surrender on
expulsion of MPs: Somnath

Somnath Chatterjee

On whether the principles of
natural justice were applied, he
said they were followed. The ex-
pelled MPs were heard by their
peers. On the issue of taking le-
gal help, Mr. Chatterjee, an ad-
vocate, said it was for the
Committee to evolve its own
procedure. On the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s contention that the
case should have been referred
to the Privileges Committee, he
said any House committee —
regular or ad-hoc — had the
same powers. Ultimately, it was
for the House to take a view on
its report. Mr. Chatterjee said
his office received hundreds of
e-mails and letters congratulat-
ing him and Parliament for tak-
ing action against the MPs.
During his recent travels,both in
India and abroad, many people
walked up to him to express
their appreciation for what Par-
liament did in the case.

Parliament shows the way
forward: Op-ED Page
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Expelling Members from Parliament

T.R. Andhyarujina

HE EXPULSION of 11 MPs on Decem-

ber 23, 2005, for receiving cash for

raising questions has redeemed the

perception of Parliament in the eyes of
the people. No single action of Parliament in
recent times has received such general approval
as this prompt act of self-cleansing.

No one seriously disputed the findings of the
Special Committee of the Lok Sabha or of the
Ethics Committee of the Rajya Sabha that these
MPs had abused their positions. Yet the leading
opposition party, the Bharatiya Janata Party,
staged a walkout in the Lok Sabha and some
members raised doubts about the legality of the
expulsions. They argued that the expulsions
could only be made by referring the cases to the
Privileges Committees of the Houses. Another
legal objection was that Parliament could not
expel a member as that would cut down his or
her constitutionally assured term in Parliament.
None of these objections deserves serious con-
sideration.

In India, the legislatures’ power to punish a
member by suspending or expelling him or her
from the legislature is derived from the powers
and privileges conferred on the legislatures by
the Constitution. Article 194 (8) in the case of
State legislatures and Article 105(3) in case of
Parliament in effect give them the powers, privi-
leges, and immunities that the British House of
Commons enjoyed at the commencement of the
Constitution in 1950, until they are defined by
these legislatures.

As no legislature in India has defined its pow-
ers, privileges, and immunities so far, the ques-
tion of the existence of any privilege, power, or
immunity has to be considered by asking wheth-
er the House of Commons had any particular
power, privilege, and immunity at the com-
mencement of the Constitution in1950. This
requires historically going back many centuries.

The necessity for any superior legislature to
discipline its own members is self-evident. The
House of Common has the right to regulate its
own affairs, including the power to discipline its
own members for misconduct. Further the
House has the power to punish anyone, whether
a member or not, for behaviour interfering sub-

Parliament’s expulsion of 11 of its Members has

sent a clear and strong signal that devious c'w\\
conduct will not be shielded. And the legal
objections are unsustainable.

stantially with the proper conduct of business.
Such interference is known as contempt of Par-
liament. Collectively this is known as the penal
jurisdiction of the House. The sanctions avail-
able are reprimand, imprisonment for the rest of
the session, and suspension for any period up to
the remainder of the Parliament and expulsion.

The House of Commons has, from ancient
times, the power to expel its members. The pow-
er to expel its members for contempt was very
commonly used in the 17th and 18th centuries.
Presently, its power of expulsion is used only
very rarely — only three times in the 20th centu-
ry, the last time being December 16,1954, when a
member was convicted of uttering forged docu-
ments. In the past, members have been expelled
for a variety of misconduct such as accepting
bribes, fraudulent conduct, being directors of
the South Sea Company, conviction for procur-
ing a girl under age of 21 for immoral purpose,
and so on.

It should follow that such a power of expul-
sion inheres in India’s Parliament and State Leg-
islatures under Article 105 (3) and Article 194 (3)
of the Constitution even if their procedural rules
do not provide for expulsion. In India, Parlia-
ment and State legislatures have expelled mem-
bers for contempts and offences against the
House and breaches of privileges.

On September 25, 1951, H.G. Mudgal was ex-
pelled from the Lok Sabha after a Special Com-
mittee of the House held that his conduct of
accepting money for favours in Parliament wa
derogatory to the dignity of the House and in-
consistent with the standard that Parliament
was entitled to expect from its members.

Speaking on that occasion Speaker Malvankar
made a point relevant to the objection presently
raised against the expulsion of the 11 MPs. “Even
though there is a Committee of Privilege consti-
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tuted under the rules,” he noted, “yet it is w1th1n
the power of the House to constitute other spe-
cial Committees if there are any special circum-
stances and inquiries to be made. There is
nothing inconsistent in that. Moreover, it is a
moot question to consider whether any such
conduct as alleged is really in a sense a breach of
privilege of the House or something different. A
member may behave in a manner in which the
House would not like him to behave and yet it
may be argued that it is not a breach of privilege.
In all such circumstances, the practice in the
House of Common has been to constitute a spe-
cial committee and the procedure of making a
motion is the procedure that is usually adopted
in the House of Commons even though there is a
Committee of Privileges.”

On November 18,1977, the Lok Sabha expelled
Indira Gandhi- from the membership of the
House for serious obstruction, intimidation, ha-
rassment, and institution of false cases by her
against certain officials who were collecting in-
formation to answer a certain question in the
House during the previous Lok Sabha. On De-
cember 19, 1978, however, the House rescinded
the motion of expulsion of Mrs. Gandhi by a
resolution. On November 15, 1976, Subramanian-~
Swamy was expelled from the Rajya Sabha. On
June 13, 1964, the Maharashtra Legislative As-
sembly expelled a member.

» One view is that expulsions by the House of
Commons were generally a means available to
get rid itself of those found unfit for membership
rather than as a punishment. In that sense, they
are regarded as examples of the House’s power
to regulate its own composition. But Erskine
May, the leading authority on Parliament, says it
is more convenient to treat expulsions as one of
the methods of punishment at the disposal of the
House.

The reference to expulsions being regarded as
the House’s power to regulate its own constitu-
tlon created a doubt whether the power of ex-
pulsion is available to Indian legislatures. Indian
legislatures do not have the power to regulate
their constitution in the same sense as the
House of Commons has.

In Special Reference No. 1 of 1964, the Su-
preme Court of India, while negativing the con-
tention that all powers and privileges of the
House of Commons vested in the legislatures
under Article 194 (3), said that some (such as the
privilege of regulating its own constitution) by
necessary implication did not. It observed: “The
House of Commons also claims the privilege in
regard to its own Constitution. This privilege
again admittedly cannot be claimed by the
House (Indian legislature).”

In 1977, the Punjab & Haryana High Court by
majority relying on the above observations of
the Supreme Court held that the origin and
source of the power of the House of Commons to
expel a member arises from the privilege to pro-
vide or regulate its own constitution; and that
since this was not a privilege available to Indian
legislatures under Article 194 (3) or Article 105
(3), they did not have the power to expel their
members.

This is not a correct view. The Supreme Court
did not hold that the Indian legislatures do not
have the penal power to expel members under
Article 105 (3) and Article 194 (3). The question
of expulsion as a power or privilege of the State
legislature did not arise in that case. Two other
High Courts, the Madhya Pradesh and Madras
High Courts, have taken a contrary view and
held that Indian legislatures do have the power
to expel their members as part of their penal
jurisdiction.

There is no doubt that every House of legisla-
ture should remain responsible for disciplining
its own members. As recently as 1997, the UK.
Joint Select Committee, with Lord Nicholls of
Birkenhead as its Chairman, reported this as
axiomatic. “It is inconceivable,” it observed,
“that power to suspend or expel a member of
either House should be exércisable by the Courts
or some other outside body. No suggestion has
been made to the Joint Committee that the
Commons should lose its powers of suspension
or expulsion, which are widely seen as essential
for internal discipline.”

In the UK, expulsion of a member of the
Commons creates a vacancy and his or her term
comes to an end. The position is the same in
India. Expulsion results in automatic termina-
tion of the term of the MP as was held by the
Election Commissioner about Mrs. Gandhi’s ex-
pulsion. This is also the view of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court. It is common sense that
expulsion of a member in any body (whether a
club or society or association) by itself termi-
nates his or her membership, whether it is ten-
ured or for life.

The fear that the expulsions have set a bad
precedent that can be misused in future to upset
thin majorities of parties in legislatures is ill
founded. A legitimate and healthy power of cor-
rection over MPs cannot be denied merely be-
cause of its possible misuse. A situation of 11 MPs
being caught red-handed taking bribes is not one
that occurs usually to warrant such apprehen-
sion of misuse of the expulsion power.

The contention that the cases of the 11 MPs
can only be investigated by the Privileges Com-
mittees of the Houses, and not by the Special
Committee of the Lok Sabha or the Ethics Com-
mittee of the Rajya Sabha, has little merit. The
same result would have followed had a reference
been made to the Privileges Committees — but
with delay and public amnesia of the gravity of
the offence. No greater protection to a defaulting
member is given in the Privileges Committee
that is not available to the member in the Special
Committee or the Ethics Committee. None of
the 11 MPs was denied an opportunity to present
their cases in these Committees, and none of
them appeared in either House to oppose their
expulsion. One cannot help feeling that these
objections were afterthoughts to put off imme-
diate expulsion.

With the expulsion of the 11 MPs, Parliament
has sent a clear and strong signal that devious
conduct of its own members will not be shielded.
It has thereby refurbished its image.

(The writer is a Senior Advocate and a former
Solicitor General of India.)



