42.6 p.c. polling in Rae Barehw o

Turnout less than in 2004 when Sonia was elected from the constltuency

RAE BARELL: Nearly 42.6 per cent
of the 13,61,411 voters on Mon-
day exercised their franchise in
the byelection in Rae Bareli,
from where Congress president
Sonia Gandhi is seeking re-elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha.

Polling, which began on a
brisk note in the morning, lost
steam by afternoon. The Elec-
tion Commission increased the
poll timing by an hour.

In the 2004 general elections,
in which Ms. Gandhi was elected
from the constituency for the
first time, the turnout was 48 per
cent. She won by around
2,49,000 votes.

The Congress was trying for a
higher turnout to ensure her
election by a record margin now.,

While polling was peaceful by
and large, a ruling Samajwadi
Party leader, Jaishanker Vaj-
payee was shot by three armed
men at Indira Nehar Pullia. He
was hit in the left arm. The local

SP leadership said Mr. Vajpayee, -

along with anothér leader Di-
nesh Singh, had caught a few
outsiders campaigning for the
Congress. But the Uttar Pradesh
Home Department said the
shooting incident was not poll-
related.

Voters, including several
women, had started lining up
outside booths an hour before
polling began at 7 a.m.

Most voters said they wanted
to exercise their franchise be-
fore noon to avoid the heat. “But
it seems the heat took its toll on
the voting percentage,” a district
administration official said here.

During the first four hours,
over eight per cent of the electo-
rate cast their votes. Women ac-
count for alittle less then 50 per
cent of the voters.

Other prominent candidates
are the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Vinay Katiyar, the SP’s Rajku-
mar Chaudhury and Prabha
Singh Lodh, a nominee of the
former Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Uma Bharti contesting
on the Apna Del#icket.

Trading charges

Ms. Gandhi’s daughter and
election agent Priyanka Vadra
alleged that bogus votes were
cast at a booth in Maharajganj.
She lodged a complaint with the
ebserver blaming a sub-division-
al magistrate (SDM) for the epi-
sode. An SDM from
Mohanlalganj (Lucknow) is
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FOR MOTHER'S SAKE: Priyanka Vadra, polling agent for Congress president Sonia Gandhi talks to elderly women
outside a polling booth in Rae Bareli on Monday. - PHOTO: NAND KUMAR/ PTI

posted as in-charge of Maharaj-
ganj. Ms. Vadra, who hit the road
early in the day, toured booths in
the Bachrawan Assembly seg-
ment. She told reporters that the
queues outside the booths indi-
cated the people’s enthusiasm.
Electronic voting machines at
some booths were not function-
ing “but officials are rectifying
the flaws.”

The SP alleged that Ms. Vadra

was influencing voters even as
“Congressmen accompanying
her were indulging in rigging.”

Beni Prasad Verma, SP leader
and father-in-law of Mr. Rajku-
mar Chaudhury, told reporters
that Ms. Vadra was moving in a
motorcade of 12 yehicles to -
fluence voters. %The 80 men
travelling’ with her are rigging
booths.”

Ram Sharan Das, SP MLC and

State unit president, faxed a
complaint to the Election Com-
mission. Mr. Verma alleged that
the presiding officer at booth
number 78 at Mainpuri, along
with his staff, cast fake votes in
favour of Ms. Gandhi. }
The SP said $he Superintend-

" ent of Police arffl the district ma-

gistrate/returning officer were
not doing their duties impartial-
ly. “They are IPS and IAS offi-

cers. They can be influenced b
the Department of Personnel i:
the Union Government.”

Mr. Chaudhury, who visite:
the booth in the Government In
ter College, also spoke abow
faulty EVMs.

Rae Bareli poliéé chief B.D,
Paulson told reporters that
about 200 troublemakers had
been put under house arrest. —
UNI



Jaya, Karuna
take battle .
to air waves

QS G- et

K R Sreenivas | TNN

Chennati: The last day of cam-
paigning for Tamil Nadu’s
May 8 elections was full of dra-
ma. Right through Saturday,
TV channels—Sun TV (DMK)
and Jaya TV (AJADMK)—used
air waves to out do each other
in poli propaganda.

Sun TV showed re-runs of
the footage of DMK president
M Karunanidhi and MDMK
head Vaiko’s arrest under Pota
by the Jayalalithaa govern-
ment. It also telecast the
footage of Vaiko—now in al-
liance with the ATADMK—hit-
ting out at Jayalalithaa fol-
lowing his arrest. The aim: a
reminder to the people about
what had happened during the
AJADMK regime.

In a bid to expose Vaiko’s
flip-flops, Sun showed him at-
tacking Jayalalithaa soon af-
ter meeting Karunanidhi on
February 22, 2006, and followed
it with his meeting with Jay-
alalitha on March 3, 2006. The
clippings showed Vaiko say-
ing the ATADMK government
would get routed and the De-
mocratic Progressive Alliance
(DPA) led by DMK would sto-
rm back to power in the 2006
elections, This was followed
by a commentary saying Vaiko
had dumped the DPA for the
AIADMK because he did not
get the one extra seat that he
had bargained for with Karu-
nanidhi.

Not to be outdone, Jaya TV
showed clippings of how
Karunanidhi had written the
screenplay for the movies
Kalaignar and Kanamma
which were produced by the
brother-in-law of Nalini, one
of the main accused in the as-
sassination of former prime
- minister Rajiv Gandhi. Point-
ing out that Karunanidhi had
helped Nalini’s family, Jaya TV
: questioned the DMK leader’s
¢ role in the murder.

; Not just on TV, the two par-
i ties also fought it out on the
i streets of Chennai. While
i Karunanidhi hit the trail as
i early as 7.30 am, going on a
! whirlwind tour of the me-

TN parties get
EC notices

he Election Commission

has issued notices to
Tamil Nadu CM J
Jayalalithaa and the DMK
for allegedly using more
vehicles than permitted
during electioneering. In
two separate notices to the
ruling AIADMK, the EC
pointed out that Jayalalithaa
had used nearly 80 vehicles
during her visit to
Krishnagiri district on May 1
and 2. As per the standing
instructions, not more than
three vehicles are allowed in
a convoy. in a notice to the
DMK, the EC said about 34
vehicles had been used by
Union communications
minister and DMK leader
Dayanidhi Maran during the
poll drive in Krishnagiri on
May 3. AGENCIES

tropolis, Jayalalithaa began
her day at 1 pm. Both were ag-
gression personified.
Meanwhile, adding to the
list of sops, Jaya announced on
Friday night that the ATADMK

would giva free computers tom

all those who had passed plus-
1. Her last minute announce-
ment seems to have been well
received. She had earlier an-
nounced four grams of gold for
mangalsutras for all women
who were to get married. This
was a counter to the DMK’s an-
nouncement of enhanced as-
sistance of Rs 15,000 instead of
the present Rs 10,000 to below
poverty line women who were
getting married. Jayalalithaa
has also promised to end the
monopoly of cable TV channels
and do away with set top box-
es, presently being used in
Chennai.
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M egaining power is easier than retaining it. The

) - victory of the Democratic Progressive Alliance led
by the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam is essentially
: " avate for change in Tamil Nadu. In keeping with
the trend set in the 1989 Assembly election, the DMK denied
the ruling All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam a
second consecutive term. But Verdict 2006 is not an un-
conditional popular endorsement of the victor. Despite put-
ting together a formidable alliance arithmetic, the DMK and
its allies faced stiff resistance from the AIADMK across the
State. The closeness of the contest was reflected in the five
percentage point difference hetween the two alliances and
in the thin victory margins in several instances. Corrective
measures initiated by Chief Minister Jayalalithaa during the
last two years, and commendable tsunami rehabilitation and
flood relief, helped the AIADMK reduce the 17 percentage
point gap that sank her party in the May 2004 Lok Sabha
. contest in Tamil Nadu. Further, a sizable section of the
protest vote went to actor Vijaykant’s Desiya Murpokku
Dravidar Kazhagam, which polled more than the margin of
victory in several constituencies. Unsurprisingly, the DMK
failed to get a majority of its own. For the last three decades,
the DMK and the AIADMK have been taking a big chunk of
seats on the strength of clever alliances (witness 1984, 1991,
1996, and 2001) or a fragmentation of the popular vote (as in
1977 and 1989). With merely a one-third vote share, each has
been able to rule in turn. The chief ally, the reunited Con-
gress, which has more than pulled its weight in this contest,
must put an end, amicably of course, to this artificial sit-
uation. It must participate in the State government — sothat

it becomes a majority and stable government but also be- -

cause desirable checks and balances can thus be introduced
in the Centre-State as well as Congress-DMK equations.

After a long time, Tamil Nadu will have a strong opposi-
tion in the Assembly. Octogenarian M. Karunanidhi, who
will become Chief Minister for a record fifth time, has led an
impressive campaign from the front. He knows he must pay
heed to the social churning across the State and to the
changing mood of the people. He needs to focus the atten-
tion of the new government, in equal measure, on devel-
opment and issues oflivelihood and mass deprivation, which
came to the fore in the election campaign. As an elder
statesman, he must also do his best to put an end to vendetta
politics and reduce the hostility and tension levels in the
State’s politics. One of the ways the DMK neutralised the
chemistry the ATADMK supremo was able to generate on
the ground was to come up with an election manifesto that
has been described, with some exaggeration, as the ‘real
hero’ of the election. The winner now needs to deliver — and
the first step must be forming a government that will reflect
coalition arithmetic and new political realities.

1 2 MAY 2008
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Karunanidhi, Minis
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| AS
Orders 51gned for Rs. 2 akgrice, Walver of farm\oans one more egg in noon meal

R.K. Radhakrishnan

CHENNAL: Minutes after Tamil
Nadu Governor S.S. Barnala ad-
ministered the oath of office and
secrecy to Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam president M. Karuna-
nidhi and his 30-member mi-
nority Government here on
Saturday, Mr. Karunanidhi an-
nounced the waiver of cooper-
ative loans for farmers and
reduction in the price of PDS
rice to Rs. 2 akg.

Addressing people at a packed
Nehru Indoor Stadium after the
swearing-in ceremony was over,
Mr. Karunanidhi, who took oath
as Chief Minister, said that his
party had promised that it would
make available rice supplied
through the Public Distribution
System at Rs. 2 a kg. It was now
sold at Rs. 3.50 akg.

Rice scheme from June 3

He was fulfilling the promise,
Mr. Karunanidhi said, and added
that rice would be made avail-
able at this price from June 3
(his birthday). This would entail
an additional expenditure of Rs.

550 crore a year to the
exchequer.
The DMK manifesto had

made another promise: writing
off of cooperative loans for farm-
ers. His second order was to give
effect to that — waive the loans
taken till March 31, 2006. Lakhs
of farmers would be benefited by
this move, he said. This would
cost Rs. 6,866 crore which the
Government would bear. |

"The third promise to be im-
plemented was the supply of an
additional egg each week in the
hutritious noon meal pro-
gramme. Declaring the birthday
of Kamaraj (July 15) as Educa-
tion Day, Mr. Karunanidhi said
that the two eggs a week scheme
would be implemented from
Kamaraj’s coming birth anniver-
sary.

After his short speech, the
Chief Minister said that he was
signing the orders on these three
! announcements before the peo-

14

ple and proceeded to afflx his
signature on three files.

Earlier, the function com-
menced with Chief Secretary N.
Narayanan reading out the name
of the Chief Mlmster -designate.
The Governdr and the Chief
Minister-designate proceeded
to their respectlve lecterns. The
Governor administered the
oaths of office and allegiance,
and secrecy to the Chief Minis-
ter-designate.

The Chief Minister signed
both the copies of the oaths,

MAY 2006

greeted the Governor, waved to
the crowd and resumed his seat.
Mr. Narayanan read out the

names of the 30 other Ministers- -

designate, one by one in the or-
der of seniority set out by Mr
Karunanidhi.

After the ceremony, many
party leaders, MPs and civil so-
ciety leaders came forward to
greet the Chief Minister and his
team.

Congress Ministers in the
Manmohan Singh Cabinet, Pra-
nab Mukherjee and Jaipal Red-

THE nusoU

dy; Indian Union Muslim
League general secretary and
Union Minister, E.Ahamed;
leaders of parties inh the Demo-
cratic Progressive Alliance and
the Union Ministers from Tamil
Nadu were among those who
witnessed the function. A mas-
sive crowd had gathered at the
venue in the morning. Scores of
people watched the proceedings
live on television as the stadium
could not accommodate all.

The police had a tough time
regulating the crowd. There was

‘NEW DISPENSATION: Tamil Nadu Governor Surjit Singh Barnala with Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi at the
swearing-in of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Government in Chennai on Saturday. Congress leader Veerappa
Moily, Pattali Makkal Katchi founder- Ramadoss and Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee are seen from right.
PHOTO: S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

chaos for a while as the police }
looked helplessly at surging
DMK cadres trying in vain to
gain access to an already over-
flowing stadium, and pulling
down barricades.

Immediately after the func-
tion, all the Ministers, led by Mr.
Karunanidhi drove to Fort St.
George, where the Secretariat is
located and assumed office. Be-
fore heading for the function,
Mr. Karunanidhi paid floral trib-
utes at the memorials of Periyar,
Anna and Kamaraj.
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Mehar murder case

rocks U.P. A

ssembly

Govt. says no to CBI ptobe; two cops suspended

LUCKNOW: The Mehar Bhargava
murder case rocked the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly on Monday
with the Government rejecting
the Opposition demand for a
CBI probe into it even as the
House was told that two police
sub-inspectors had been sus-
pended on charges of sloppy in-
vestigation.

The Government said the Spe-
cial Task Force would assist the
police in the probe.

Keeping in view the serious-
ness of the matter, the Speaker,
Mata Prasad Pandey, directed
the Government to make a state-
ment on the issue.

Raising the matter during ze-
o hour through an adjournment
notice, Congress leaders Pra-
mod Tewari, Jagadambika Pal
and others alleged that the
prime accused in the case, Sa-
chin Pahari, enjoyed the patron-
age of an influential
mafia-don-turned-MLA close to
the ruling Samajwadi Party.

“The fact that the main cul-
prits were able to escape after
perpetrating the crime and the
subsequent transfer of the in-
vestigating officer smacks of po-
litical influence,” Mr. Tewari
alleged.

He demanded that the name
of the MLA, allegedly providing
patronage to the killers, be re-
vealed. Mr. Pal demanded ade-
quate security for the Bhargava

2 8 Mo 2006

» 'Prime accused enjoys
MLA's protection’

« BJP, BSP also seek CBI
__ Inquiry

o Special Task Force to
assist police

~ » Walkout by Congress
members. |

family apprehending threat to
them.

BJP and BSP members also
demanded a CBI probe into the
matter alleging that the State po-
lice was incapable of working
out the case.

Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Mohammad Azam Khan,
while condemning the incident,
assured that the culprits would
be nabbed soon.

He denied that there was any
pressure on the police in this re-
gard and said the two main cul-
prits were history-sheeters and
efforts were on to nab them.

Rejecting demand for a CBI
inquiry into the matter, the Min-
ister said the State police were
capable of working out the case.

However, the Speaker direct-
ed the Government to make a
statement in the House in this

regard.
Not satisfied with the Govern-
ment’s response, Congress

THE HINDU

members staged a noisy walk out
in the House.

Meanwhile, State DGP Yash-
pal Singh said the STF would al-
so assist the police in working
out the murder case.

Inspector General of Police,
Lucknow zone O. P. Tripathi had
already been entrusted with the
supervision of the investigation.

Police teams had also been
despatched to different places to
nab the two main culprits Sachin
Pahari and Amit Singh while
three named persons in the FIR
had been arrested, police sourc-
es here said.

Public outery

Public resentment has started
showing up in different forms
here following the death of Me-
har Bhargava. Shocked over the
incident, the residents of Luck-
now have decided to unite and

raise their voices against the

crime.

The local citizens will be hold-
ing a candle- light meeting in the
city. Other means of public com-
munication like SMSs are also
being used to garner people’s
solidarity against the crime.

Mulayam’s promise

Sensing the public mood,
Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav not only visited her resi-
dence but assured speedy action
against the prime accused in the
case. PT1/UNI
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32 U.P. MLAs .

told to sit as ™ -

!

separate group

Supreme Court restrains Speaker

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Friday asked 32 of
the 37 MLAs in Uttar Pra-
desh, who had merged with
the Samajwadi Party, to sit
as a separate group of MLAs
of the Loktantrik Bahujan
Dal (LBD) till the court dis-
posed of the matter.

A Bench of Justice K.G.
Balakrishnan and Justice
P.P. Naolekar passed this
interim order on a batch of
special leave petitions
against a judgment of the
Allahabad High Court
quashing the orders passed
the Assembly Speaker de-
clining disqualification;
recognising split as well as
merger. The Bench also re-
strained the Speaker from
passing orders on the appli-
cations pending before him
pursuant to the High Court
directions.

The Bench permitted 32
MLAs of the breakaway
group to exist as an inde-
pendent group as per the
order of the Speaker, dated
September 6, 2003, to pre-
serve their political status
in the Assembly. The judges
also allowed five of the 37
MLAs, who had resigned
from the Ministry and the
post of chairmen of various
boards subsequent to the
High Court order, to func-
tion as Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) MLAs. Considering
the fact that important is-
sues were involved in these
appeals, the Bench referred
the matter to the Chief Jus-
tice for posting them before

G
e v s

alarger Bench for an urgent
hearing.

Whip from two parties

Earlier, counsel for pet-
itioners  Harish  Salve
sought stay of the im-
pugned judgment on the
ground that if a stay was not
granted, the petitioners
would have to face a whip
from two parties, as they
would be neither in the BSP
nor in the Samajwadi party.
He said in the alternative
the Speaker should be re-
strained from passing any
order on the basis of the di-
rections issued by the High
Court.

Senior counsel K. K. Ven-
ugopal, appearing for the
BSP, opposed the stay and
said that pursuant to the
High Court judgment, all
the 37 MLAs should be
treated as BSP MLAs. He
said the Speaker had bun-
gled in deciding the issue
whether the provisions of
the anti-defection law cov-
ered the members of the
breakaway group or not.

“Deliberate delay” .

He argued that initially
the strength of the break-
away group was only 13, and
the BSP filed a petition be-
fore the Speaker seeking
their disqualification but he
deliberately kept the entire
issue pending till their
strength went up to 37.
Thereafter, he passed the
two orders recognising the
breakaway group as LBD
and also their merger with
the SP same day.




UP bill exempts .
.\ 79 posts as t o
off' ices of profit

Lucknow In an attempt seen as
an exercise to
prevent disqua-
lification of Ra-
jya Sabha mem-
ber Jaya Ba-
chchan, the Ut-
tar Pradesh as-
sembly on Thu-
rsday passed a
bill exempting
79 posts, includ-
ing the chairmanship of state film
development council held by her,
from being regarded as offices of
profit.

The state legislature (preven-
tion of disqualification amend-
ment) bill, 2006, which seeks to
give retrospective effect to its pro-
visions from January 2003, was
passed by voice vote amidst resist-
ance from opposition. An opposi-
tion amendment was also rejected.

Once the governor approves
the bill, 79 posts of chairmen,
deputy chairmen and directors of
various corporations and PSUs
will no longer be regarded as of-
fices of profit and the word ‘al-
lowances’ payable to incumbents
will be replaced by ‘honorarium’.

The opposition members al-
leged that the bill had been
brought by the state government
to save some individuals, appar-
ently referring to Samajwadi Par-
ty member Jaya Bachchan,
whose disqualification has been
recommended by the Election
Commission. -

The Commission’s recommen-
dation to President A P J Abdul
Kalam came on a petition from a
Congressman Madan Mohan who
had contended that she should be
disqulaified as she was holding
an office of profit as chairperson
of the UP Film Development Cor-
poration. TNN & Agencies

Jaya Bachchan
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3 dead as anti-Bush protests take
N * communal colour in Lucknow

)\ SANJAYSINGH/ ¢/
MANISH SAHU

Y
LUCKNOW, MAFfZHB» ,

THREE personis were
killed and over 24 injured to-
day as anti-Bush prdtests as-
sumed communal |colours
and violence spread to vari-
ous parts of the city, Pitched
battles took place between
the protestors and shop-
kepers after the latter were
told to down shufters in
protest against the Bush visit.

The violence took place on the
day of the visit of th¢ President AP J
Abdul Kalam and former prime
minister Atal Vajpdyee to the city.

Trouble began in the afternoon
in the Nazirabad drea after a pro-
cession reached there after Friday

Protesters clashed wlth those who didn’t

prayers to protest against the
Bush visit. ,

“The agitators first tried toforce a
group of shopkeepers to down their
shutters. The shopkeepers refused
leading to a clash,” said a shop-
keeper in the area. Within minutes,

violence gripped a major
part of the Aminabad and
its adjoing areas such as
Wazirganj, Qaiserbagh,
La Touche Road and
Maulviganj. It continued
forfourhours.

Police opened fire in
the air in Maulviganj ar-
cas as the mob exploded
crude bombs and opened
fire. Nine persons re-
ceived bullet injuries and
have been admitted to the
Trauma Centre.

The Aminabad branch of Bank
of Baroda was set afire while about
two dozen vehigles, parked in front
of the branch, were charred. Several
shops were also set on fire in Am-

" inabad. The local VHP hascalled a

strike tomorrow.
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‘Mulayam wins

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Mulayam Singh
Yadav-led Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment on Tuesday sought and
won a trust vote in the Assembly
within minutes of the Allahabad
High Court verdict on disqual-
ification of 40 rebel Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BSP) members who
had joined the Samajwadi Party
in 2003.

Delivering a judgment on a
petition filed by the BSP, the
Lucknow Bench of the Allaha-
bad High Court, by a majority of
2:1, held the merger invalid.

It, however, did not decide on
the question of the MLAs’ dis-
qualification. It referred the
matter back to the Assembly
Speaker, asking him decide on
disqualification.

Whip defied

Even as the BSP, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, and the Con-
gress demanded Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s resigna-
tion, the Government moved
and won the confidence vote
with 207 votes to nil in an As-
sembly with a current strength
0f 402. Apparently, the 40 MLAs
in question had voted with the
Government, defying a whip is-
sued by the BSP.

The entire Opposition, in-
cluding the BJP and the BSP
staged a walkout. The Congress,
an “outside supporter” of the
Government, was absent al-
though only two days ago party
leader Salman Khursheed had
said that the party would with-
draw support to the Govern-

ment. Mr. Yadav moved the -

confidence motion minutes after

inng

w9
trust vote 77|

Allahabad High Court disqualifies 40 BSP
rebel MLAs, who joined SP in 2003

7

e Government wins
confidence vote 207-0

o Opposition, including
BJP, BSP stages walkout

the judgment was delivered, tak-
ing the Opposition and his polit-
ical detractors by surprise.

The BSP, which had issued a
whip to all its members, includ-
ing the rebel MLAs, claimed that
by defying the whip, the 40
MLAs had further strengthened
its view that the Speaker must
disqualify them.

No threat to Government:
Amar Singh

Asserting there was no threat
to the Mulayam Singh Govern-
ment, party general secretary
and spokesman Amar Singh said
in New Delhi that the party
would take a collective decision
on approaching the Supreme
Court on the High Court verdict.

On the demand for Mr. Ya-
dav’'s resignation on moral
grounds, Mr. Singh retorted:
“Did the Prime Minister or the
Home Minister resign after the
Supreme Court judgment on dis-
solution of the Bihar Assembly?”

The Mulayam Singh Yadav
Government depends for its sur-
vival on the continued support
of the Rashtriya Lok Dal’s 15
MLAs and its chief Ajit Singh has
not yet shown any sign of with-
drawing support, though he has
warned his party men to be pre-
pared for early elections.

See aiso Page 5
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DMK poll slogan: Te
for free,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, MARCH 29

N a bid to beat Chief

Minister and

AIADMK  supremo

Miss J Jayalalithaa at
her own game, the DMK to-
day released a highly populist
election manifesto, promising
colour television sets to all
households that did not have
one and ‘quality rice’ at Rs 2
per kg through fair price
shops.- Smarting from her
party’s debacle in the 2004
Lok Sabha election, Jay-
-alalithaa in her manifesto a
day before had offered nu-
‘merous sops to the people of
"Tamil Nadu.

In a throwback to the 1960s
when the DMK founder
leader, C N Annadurai, swept
to power defeating the Con-
gress with the slogan ‘three
'measures of rice for Re 1,” the
DMK manifesto, displaying a
'desperation to return to power,
‘'said: “We will provide quality
rice at Rs 2 per kilo to make
'women feel happy at heart.”
 Incidentally, when the
DMK came to power in 1967
‘on its rice slogan, it failed to

keepits promise asitcould of- .

‘fer only one measure of rice
for one rupee.

© 'The cost of rice presently is
‘Rs 3.50 a kg in ration shops in
Tamil Nadu. Presently, the
cheap rice subsidy causes a Rs
1,500-crore dent a year to the
state coffers. The promise of
Rs 2 a kg could well double
the subsidy component.

The AIADMK manifesto
assured that it would continue
supplying rice at the present
rate of Rs 3.50 perkg, “the low-
est price for rice in the country
under the public distribution
system (PDS).” The mani-
festo, released by DMK presi-
dent M Karunanidhi, also
i)romised to provide a free
colour TV to every family “for
women’s recreation and gen-
eral knowledge”. The scheme
would be implemented on the
occasion of the birthdays of the
two Dravidian leaders, Periyar
.and Annadurai. Karunanidhi
later clarified that the colour
televisions would be provided
for every household that did
not have one.

.. Tofurther cheerwomen, the
party also held out promise of
free gas stoves to all poor

D CHENNAL AIADMK supremo J Jay-
alalithaa dropped her party presidium chair-
man K Kalimuthu from the list of party candi-
dates for the Assembly election, apparently
concerned about his state of health. The sud-
den development came as a surprise since
Kalimuthu, recently given the highest party
post, is said to be closest to her.

A party release announced that the former
Assembly Speaker, the party’s nominee for
the Madurai Central constituency, was being
dropped from the list of candidates. No rea-
son was attributed for the decision. He was
replaced by former MP T K Jakkian,

Kalimuthu has been in and out of hospital

Ailing Kalimuthu out of fray

recently. Sources said Jayalalithaa was con-
cerned to see the senior leader looking “so
frail and unwell” when he came to the party
office on Tuesday morning to release the
party manifesto.

A source said Jayalalithaa first enquired
about Kalimuthu’s. health from senior
doctors at the Apollo Hospital where he had
undergone treatment recently. She subse-
quently summoned the loyalist to her Poes
Garden residence on Tuesday night, expressing
concern and advising him to take rest.

Three other candidates, whose names ap-
peared in the original list of 182, released on
Monday have also been replaced.

women and a monthly mater-
nity assistance of Rs 1,000
three months prior to delivery
and three months after that.
The Kannagi statue, which
symbolized “Tamil women’s
chastity, would be back on the
Marina Beach if the DMK was
voted to power, its manifesto
promised. The highly contro-
versial move on the part of the
Jayalalithaa government to re-
move the statue, triggered
statewide protests by DMK

-sympathisers.

While the reason
ostensibly was that the statue,
located at a main junction,
caused accidents, there was

much talk then that as-
trologers advised Jayalalithaa
to have it removed believing
it to be inauspicious for the
state’s leadership.

The DMK promised free
power to weavers in Tamil
Nadu, which would put a fur-
ther burden on the State Elec-
tricity Board, already suffering
a subsidy component of Rs
1,200 crore due to free power
for farmers and small huts and
low tariff for a section of do-
mestic consumers. There were
sops for government employ-
ees (a promise to restore all
benefits and concessions with-
drawn by the AIADMK gov-

ernment), unemployed youth
(Rs 300 a month dole),
women members of self-help
groups (Rs 45 a day as training
allowance as against Rs 7.50
now), students (two eggs a
week instead of one presently
in the free nutritious meals in
government and  aided
schools) and the film and tele-
vision industry (assurance to
reduce outdoor shooting
charges hiked by the Jay-
alalithaa government).

‘The DMK said it would fill
up three lakh vacancies in gov-
emment departments and
provide free computer training
toyouth in rural areas, besides

jon set
riceatRs2akg

W A monthly maternity assis
tance of Re 1,000 for three
months priot to delivery and
three months after that

B Contioversial iemoval of
Kannagi statue from Marina
Beach to be reversed because
Kannagr symbolises “Tamit
women’s chastity”

W Free power to weavers

B Allber It and concessions
withdrawn by AIADMK to be
restored to govt employees
M Rs 300 monthly dole for un-
employed youth

W R 45 daily training al-
lowance for women in SHGs

W [ aw to provide separate
quotas for Mustime and Chris
tians in state appointments and
educational institutions - after
rConstitutional amendment

reducing educational fees.
Wooing the minority sections.
the DMK manifesto promised
a legislation to provide sepa-
rate reservation for Muslims
and Christians in state ap-
pointments and educational

.institutions, after getting the

Centre to amend the Constitu-
tion to allow such quotas.
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he céntest for Tamil Nadu’s May 2006 Assembly

election has taken a startling turn with Vaiko’s

Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam re-

versing its announced decision to stay in the Dem-
ocratic Progressive Alliance headed by M. Karunanidhi and
walking over to Chief Minister Jayalalithaa’s camp. Does
this mean the unravelling of a mighty alliance that swept all
before it only 22 months ago? Or will it, as Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam leaders have claimed, ease the tensions
within the DPA and give it just the “breathing space” and
peace of mind Mr. Vaiko’s Hamlet-like states of indecision
denied it for some months? The electoral record provides
some, although not too much guidance. Since its founding in
1994, the MDMK has fared extremely poorly in the two State
Assembly elections (1996 and 2001) it contested more or less
on its own strength: it is yet to win an Assembly seat and its
independent strength, concentrated in southern Tamil Na-
du, seems to hover around five per cent of the popular vote.
On the other hand, it has scored well, as a small part of major
alliances, in the last three of the four Lok Sabha elections it
contested (1996, 1998, 1999, and 2004). The MDMK leader
seemed to be on a personal high after he emerged from 19
months of incarceration under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act for verbally supporting the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam. But with both victim and the head of the Govern-
ment that jailed and prosecuted him dramatically putting
that chapter behind them, his opponents will have a field day
reminding the electorate of Mr. Vaiko’s high-voltage cam-
paign against Ms. Jayalalithaa and speculating on the con-
siderations that took him into her camp. How will all this
play out over the next two months?

Much water has flowed down the Cauvery, the Palar, the
Ponnaiyar, the Pennar, the Vaigai, and the Tamiraparani
since the DPA took all 39 Lok Sabha seats in Tamil Nadu on
the strength of a popular vote share of 57.40 per cent. Even if
the victory of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam in the two subsequent Assembly by-elections is con-
sidered not very significant, there have been several political
indications that ground realities have changed. Chief Minis-
ter Jayalalithaa, who has apparently drawn lessons from a
total debacle, has systematically rolled back or reversed
policies and actions that were unpopular or perceived to be
so. The restoration of the original free power scheme for
farmers; the lowering of power tariffs and bus fares; the
withdrawal of cases against journalists; dropping punitive
action against government employees; restoring and even
enhancing their benefits; and scrapping the controversial
anti-conversion legislation — these are some of the major
steps taken in the wake of the 14th general election. If
conventional arithmetical assumptions can be made on a
template of established or indicated vote shares for various
parties, the DPA would seem to have an edge — even after the
exit of the MDMK’s “five per cent.” However, in the 1980
Assembly and 1998 Lok Sabha contests, such calculations
were upset by something resembling chemistry (so much so
that, in 1998, even exit polls went completely wrong). Will it
be arithmetic or chemistry on May 8? It may be too soon to
tell but what seems guaranteed is a tough and interesting
contest, which may turn out to be a watershed in Tamil
Nadu’s political history. We must hope this electi

opment of the State and its place in the Indianstin — and for
the welfare of the masses of its people.

g MAD 700



Vaiko strikes

alliance with
ATADMK ..,

MDMK to contest 35 seats

"‘\ LRV
L4
Special Correspondent“ :E\ \N"ﬁO DMK's attitude to MDMK

A
CHENNA!: The Marumalarchi Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
(MDMK) has struck an alliance
with Tamil Nadu’s ruling All-In-
dia Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK).

MDMK general secretary Vai-
ko called on AIADMK general
secretary and Chief—Minister
Jayalalithaa at her Poes Garden
residence here on Saturday and
together they announced that
the MDMK would contest 35
seats in the May 8 Assembly
elections.

Mr. Vaiko later told a press
conference that despite electo-
ral ties with the AIADMK, the
MDMK would be “part and par-
cel of the United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA)” and would
continue to extend issue-based
support to the Manmchan Singh
Government from outside just
as the Left parties were doing.
“We will convey our decision to
the UPA chairperson at the ap-
propriate time,” he added.

In a brief interaction with the
media at Ms. Jayalalithaa’s resi-
dence, the two leaders described
the alliance as “formidable” and
said they were confident it
would sweep the polls. They said
activists of the two parties would
work wholeheartedly for each
other’s victory.

Ms. Jayalalithaa said: “We do
not believe in turning back. We
believe in looking at the future
and the future is going to be glo-
rious for the AIADMK and the
MDMK.”

At his press conference at the

_ MDMEK office, Mr. Vaiko said the
AIADMK would win enough
seats to form its own govern-
ment. Under no circumstances
would the MDMK participate in
the government. A party panel to
be formed shortly would hold
talks with the AIADMK to iden-

0& wre M0k

hurt party leaders and
cadres

o Karunanidhi a prisoner of
circumstances: Vaiko |

o MDMK to remain part of
UPA

tify the seats. The party general
council would meet in Chennai
on March 11.

He explained in detail the cir-
cumstances that led to the exit of
the MDMK from the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)-led
Democratic Progressive Alliance
(DPA) and the clinching of an
accord with the AIADMK.

Mr. Vaiko said DMK president
M. Karunanidhi was a “prisoner
of circumstances,” being sub-
jected to various pulls and
pressures.

The party decided to quit the
DPA, as it was not sure whether
Mr. Karunanidhi would be able
to allot the seats to the MDMK as
per its wish list. Even if these
seats were granted, the question
arose whether the party cadres
at the grassroots level would
work together, he said.

More than the actual number
of seats to be allotted to the
MDMLK, it was the treatment
meted out to it over the past two
years that hurt the party leaders
and cadres. Even the announce-
ment at Tiruchi on Friday was
made in a “take tt or leave”
attitude.

In Tiruchi, Mr. Karunanidhi
made it clear that his party
would oppose the continuance of |
the MDMK in the UPA after
joining hands with the ATADMK.
Quoting a Tamil proverb, he
asked, “Will a person who does
not listen to his mother, listen to
ason?”




