_TALKING POINTS

® Houslng: Variable FSI,
property tax changes, block
redevelopment of cessed
buildings, township
approach 1o slum
redevelopment

© Resource Finance:
Development charges
on construction

# Planning: Identification
of potential growth drivers
in the region

Valshnavi C Sekhar | na Wﬁe\\

Mumbai: A variable FSI, a development
charge on construction, and decentrali-
sation of municipal governance are some
of the ideas being contemplated in a new
‘business plan’ for the Mumbai metro-
politan area, A draft of the business plan,
which extends the government’s ongoing
efforts to metamorphose Mumbai to the
townships of Vasai-Virar, Panvel and
Thane, is likely to be presented to the
Prime Minister next month.

“The plan, which we are drawing up
with the help of the World Bank, covers
an area of 4,500 sq km, ten times the area
of Mumbai city, where the economic po-
tential is huge but infrastructure virtu-
ally non-existent,” said Sanjay Ubale, sec-
retary, special projects.

To increase Mumbai’s GDP growth
rate to 12%, the total infrastructure in-
vestment requirement for the region for
the next 15 years will be Rs 220,000 crore,

City’s Vision-II draft plan ready |

G\/ ‘

added Ubale. “The plan identifies key eco-
nomic drivers in the region, sets specific
projects for specific agencies and holds
them to a timeline,” he said.

The plan will cover policy reforms and
measures for six key areas comprising
economic growth, infrastructure, hous-
ing, governance, social infrastructure
and planning—the focus sectors identi-.
fied by the Mumbai Task Force, the com-
mittee that is meant to steer the trans-
formation initiative,

“Mumbai’s economic growth is better
than it was some years ago but it is still
volatile. The only way to make it sustain-
able is to ensure a high quality of life, good
infrastructure and low business costs,”
said A K Jain, an IAS officer with the All
India Institute of Local Self Government,
whose Mumbai Transformation Support
Unit is putting the plan together.

» Townships planned to tackie problem
of mushrooming slums, P§

28 Mﬂyﬂﬂﬂg

Lot




—

‘sdeys eyeradoadde
9)B) pue spads 1101300 1 JO aanjrej
oY} 9sTud0091 pUE %09 0} U002 Uo
Lmp jxodur af(y ‘ewaios Ajodouowt
a1} zepum reyurnb 1ad 000‘s S 1€ U0Y
300 aamooad 03 31 J08ITP pUR JUSWU IS
-A08 BajysexeyeA 9y} 03 punj uor3
~esifiqout Te3tded 10000¢ Sy © 1589] je
9AI3 POYS 813Ua)) aY) ‘POTNPSYOsaL
8q pINoYs syueq wWoJj usye) sueof
PIO ISI{-YSIM € Palaljo o ‘siowixe]
oy} J0§ afeyord € sounouue prom
N4 943 yey) seam uoreloadxe punodyfe
1} yeT) pres Juaplsaad nrures sy,
‘SIauigey 9y} 3TY I9YLIng sey
w003 Jo yrodun Texsqry oy, Tejurnb
Jod 008°T sy 03 00%‘T sY patagjo Sul
-9 Afuo axe Lsy) se s1owiae] sjeied
-sop 3urzaonbs s1 JurAng oyeALLd ‘89 0}
009 wogj L1d.reys usfley sey saq3uad
aseyond jo Jequmu oy, *dn paxord
aJam sresunb ey $1 ATuo ‘90-5002
ut Inq ‘peseysand aaom steuind ey
ZPE ‘60-¥00T U] "po[Tessp Usaq pey aw

19 000°€ SY 9AID 0f 31JUI) mxm

Syjeap Joulie} 10w o p

-ayos aseyoand uojoa Lfod
-ouowW 8Y3 Jey; pont a{
‘prey sIauixey
Y} 31Y sey SaoueApe SurAl3
do3s 01 JusmIuIeA0s aje}s
213 jJO uoisioep ayj pres
S} "streo] 3upye) 10U 818 SI9
-wixey Aym jno puyy o3 ysn{
sox010 Surpuads sem juaur
-uxea0d ay3 jey) padsye
o -sxswrrey 9y} Suryoess
joU SEM SIYg} U249 pue
‘10 (G SY ATUO SUlIajo sem
juawIuaaA0d oyl 10 000
Sy Jojusuraxmbaal 31paao el
-0} v 1surese pres Lremy],
ox
-Ysexeyey ut Ansyutw 4q
Y3 Uk} AJTATIISULS dI0W
J8] M SOpIOIMmSs SIouLIe]
Jo amss1 a9y} paipuey sey
Appey ereaanydey Joist
-urw aanymoride st ATerd
-odsa ‘yustiuzaA0s eaypuy

—

NN *31R1S BU} JO SJ3214J0 ad1jod do3 YYMm palasopd alom
j8uuos1ad A31iN39s [eidads S,Nd Y3 ‘sotlijeas punosb
U0 3peL 3G 03 uoHLIUASAId © asleuy 03 sHufjaatu

0 Sa113S ® pjay ueieues Y G A18318109S 3143 ApYM
“BYPIRM puR
BUBDING ‘WIYSEM ‘BIOY "HEARIWY ‘{eulieAe, JO SI0LISIP
HY-1SI0M XIS BUg Ut SHeak 3AY 1SB] ay3 ug SAAL JIayl
Papus aARY SJ9ULIR) D09'T JAAD “)q
UO1J02 343 Ui SIS1I0 B} U0 SNJ0} 03 1
Ajnf uo sfelaso [9AS}-YBIY 30 sBuasWw
JaAo apisasd 03 St Nd 9Y3 ‘D€ auny
U0 SIOLISIP BUPIRM pUk (JeAvilly
‘feliiBARA Uf S3pIaINS SiauLie) Aq
3y sabiejia Bunisia Jayy “Aepid wosj
eLqlepiA 0 1oy Aep-om) pasodosd
s.46uIS uBYOWURI Nd JO 2INpayds
ayy Buiataoas Jale Aepsant uo Azziy e
03Ul JuaM Sa1ouabR AJLINDIS By} pue SeIoRjo dot u:nacz

SISIID U0 sbunasiu SpeidNyjo
[enud) ‘aye)s dn sauy yows

9y} ng "ysepeid eiypuy
pue BIysexeye yjoq ut
Jemod Uy S ssaxduo) jeys
3urjeswt Suol-anoy ue je
N 9U3 03 310 pojurod ‘sxeak
OM} 10J BYQIEPIA Ul Sapio
-ns sIsurae} jo wepqoxd
oy SurApnis usaq sey oym
‘Yyeureg uny jeriq pue 1y
19 01 I8A0 SWICD 0] Yieures
payse Y8urs ‘gz sunp uQ
‘Hieureg 4
ISTATIO® paseq-tequInIA Aq
BUQTEPIA UT AJfTEal punoas
a1} mOoge [Telap Uur peJetaq
ueaq Apeaafe sey ysurs
ng 'SHUSIA g 941 usym
ureyduioo jou op Loyy jeyy
Of SpUTy PISIIqsIp pue Salfl
-itey pajoajje oy} Jo sewoy
8Y1 0] paysua aaey STeIoNJ
-J0 ‘sja0dal 03 BUTPIoIOY
‘opIoIns poy
-HWWO) 2ABY SISULIE] 16S

‘6007 Bunp oduUlg ‘ouole Yiuow
STY3 SIAI] JI9Y) Papud aAey sJdulie]
1¢ se Aueul S jeYy] pouIie[d oy

"pres ‘gp ‘Lremry,
axoysty juapisead rirwes  ‘dy 103
1Iyed ¥ ¥ 03 08 03 saouiIe} ay) uryse
aJe sIapua] 9satl MON [r3ed Y ¥ J193S]
-urw Jeryo Lindap £q paxepao sprex
Jo sataes v uImorio) doys mys asey
s19puel sjeAlid }SO ‘SyUeq uloxy
J0 Saspustisuom sreALId Jeylie oy
sureo] Suryjeg 10U age saouLIe] 9y} INq
‘palre)s Ser] uosess Juimos sy,
"aW0d 03 SYIUOUT 8Y3} Uf SeproIns
BI0W! JO JUSUIUISA0S 93 pouTem sey
‘8661 90UTS asnea Jrey; dit Sugye) ussq
Sy YoIym uorjesiuedso ue ‘mrues
uejopueuel eyqIepiA syl ‘syjesp
Jourte] Jo 81eds e possaulilm aAry
ey} BYqIepIA Ul skale g aunp uo
Inoj o} segedaad ySurg ueyowtueNy
umumzm SWLIg SE UaAd FequmAl
OV | weuysioyereg s

1199 Wely sbury 0HN .Eem% SHSIA INd 3J0jag sheq

V

LIeM JA0D)



Naik must pa
for his'wrong

SC Dismisses His Plea For Review Of Jail Order

New Delhi: Maharashtra
transport minister Surupsinh
Naik’s hopes of the supreme
court revisiting the one-month
sentence it handed him in a
contempt case were dashed on
Friday with the apex court dis-
missing his plea for the review
of the verdict. The court judg-
ment has left Naik with no op-
tion but to sur-

holding them guilty of wilful
disobedience of the court or-
der, the bench comprising of
Justices Arijit Pasayat and S
H Kapadia, along with the
Chief Justice, took serious
note of the fact that they tried
to interfere with the admin-

istration of justice. “In this
case, the contemnor deserves

contempt proceedings against
them after it was pointed out
that the licence for operation
of wood-based industries was
in violation of its order di-

‘recting the closure of unli-

censed saw mills, veneer and
plywood industries without
the permission of the central
empowered committee.

render.

A bench head-
ed by Chief Jus-
tice YK Sabharw-
al also dismissed
a similar review
petition filed by
additional chief :
secretary Ashok
Khot, who was
held guilty of con-
tempt along with
the minister for
clandestinely giv-
ing licences to six
wood-based in-
dustries in 2004
despite a ban. The
bench dismissed
both the petitions
finding no merit
in them.

When the li-
cence was grant-
ed to the saw mills by the duo
Naik was the environment
and fomst minister and Khot

In 2002, the supreme court
had banned the operation of
saw mills, but Naik and Khot
gave licenses to six such mills

in violation of the order. While ..

severe punishment. This will
act as an example to those who
have the propensity of disre-
garding the court order be-
cause of their money power,
social status or post held,” Jus-
tice Pasayat, writing the
judgment for the bench, had
said on Wednesday.

The court had initiated

COURT CUTS OFFICIALS DOWN TO SIZE

While dismissing the plea
for leniency, the bench said,
“Thlslsacasemthchnot
only have attempts been made
to overreach the orders of this
court, but also to draw red her-
rings. Still, there was the ac-
cepted position of insertion
of note in the official file with
oblique motive.” acencies
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‘Curfew clamped on Navi Mumbai

Press Trust of Indis {,,\‘

MUMBAL March 18.
Some arcas of Navi
Mumbuai township were
pluced under curfew after
violence continued there
for the third conscentive
day  today, police  said.
Trouble in the township,
some 6C km from herge,
which started between res-
idents of Ghansoli village
and ‘Mathadl” workers
(porters) following alleged
molestation of a village Qiri
by Mathadis on the day of
Holi, has now spread to
other arecas of Navi
Mumbai, police said.
Maharashfra  govern-
ment  today  transferred
Police  Imspector  Mr
Shamsher Pathan, who
allegedly ordered firing on
clashing groups at
Ghansoli in Navi Mumbai
on 16 March, and ordered
a probe into the incident,
The revenue commis-

19 maw 2908

sioner '\'m}{d conduct the
probe, deputy chief minis-
ter  Mr RR Patil told
reporters after a meeting at
the secretariat.

Protestors attempted to
create trouble in front of
fhe house of state excise
minister Mr Ganesh Naik
at Bonkawade village this
afternoon, after  which
police burst tear gas shells
and canc charged the vio-
lent crowd that reportedly
refused {o disperse.

A violent crowd yester-
day stormed the Nerul
police station and attacked
three policemen, while
foday a group of people
stormed the Koparkhairane
police post of Rabale police
station. In  hoth  cases,
police resorted to cane-
charge to disperse the agi-
tators.

Prior v thn. the crowd
rorched  several vehicles
and damagec! some others,
including TV OB vans, and

Thi o1 AL

with sporadic incidents of
violence continuing in
other parts of the town, a
curfew was imposed in and
around  Koparkhairane,
police added. Sources said
shops and other establish-
ments remained closed for
the third day today, causing
inconvenience to common
public.

While suburban train
services on the Harbour
Line were not affected by
the violence, municipal bus
scrvices have been sus-
pended to Koparkhairane
following the violence and
subsequent curfew, police
said.

According to police
sources, violent incidents
that started following a
quarrel between Ghansoli
residents and the Mathadi
workers, has now spread to
several other-areas of l’&m
Mumbeai. =,

Protesters torched sever-
al vehicles and damaged

AN

others as sporadlc violence
continued in the town
leading to imposition of
curfew on some arcas at
Koparkhairane.

Presence of Rapid Action
Force (RAF) and the State
Reserve Police Force (SRPF)
has caused no deterring
effect on the agitators, who
are congregating in small
groups to target police and
passing vehicles, police
sources said.

Navi Mumbai Police
commissioner Mr  Vijay
Kamble and SRPF DIG Mr
Parambir Singh are camp-
ing in the trouble-hit areas.
Three persons were killed,
two of them in police fir-
ing, when Ghansoli resi-
dents and Mathadi workers
clashed two days ago,
prompting the police to
open fire. At least 25
policemen, including a
DCP and two Inspectors,
were injured and have
been admitted to hospital.
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ﬁree killed in Navi Mumbai clashes, firing

Head load workers and villgqers clash over alleged eve-teasing incident (u Y

-
Special Correspondent “) %\

MUMBAI: At least three persons
died in group clashes and the
police firing that followed in Na-
vi Mumbai, the adjacent twin
city of this metropolis on
Thursday.

Deputy Chief Minister R.R.
Patil told the State Assembly
that two persons died in police
firing that followed bursting of
tear-gas shells and even cane
charge as two groups clashed

rained stones on the police
at Ghansoli village under the ju-
risdiction of Rabadi police sta-
tion. One person had died earlier
in group clashes. Each group
consisting of about 1,500 to
2,000 persons, were armed with
sticks and rods.

Mr. Patil said that 35 to 40
police constables including
some women constables were
injured in stoning. At least five
persons, including Police In-
spector Sherkhan Pathan, were

&

-’v" Vo oo
LS e

seriously injured. In all 70 per-
sons suffered injuries.

On the outskirts of the village
is a settlement of mathadi (head
loaders) workers. Trouble start-
ed on Wednesday during the Ho-
li festivities following an alleged
eve-teasing incident.

The groups clashed and sever-
al cars and makeshift shelters
belonging to the mathadis were
set afire. The police brought
about some truce. But in the
morning a group of about 1,500

il .;’ JA

mathadis, led :by their union
leader NarendrgAnnsaheb Patil, |
moved towarlls the village.
About 2,000 villagers also came
out. Both the groups armed with
sticks and rods clashed.

The police tried to intervene
but in vain and soon became the
target of stoning. Mr. Patil said
that the police had no eption but
to open fire. The Statp Reserve
Police (SRP) has been;deployed
in strength and thgsitgietion was

s

under total contr¥f.”




Backyard test in frgs%h

OURBUREAU( v/

March 15: Maharashtra has
reactivated the bird flu drill of
culling and door-to-door
searches after samples of four
chickens tested positive in Jal-
gaon, separated by one district
from the first outbreak belt in
Nandurbar.

Culling operations to de-
stroy an estimated 70,000 birds
began this evening within a
10-km radius of four villages
in Jalgaon district.

Scientists have detected
avian influenza H5N1 in sam-
ples of four chickens from a
cluster of villages in Jalgaon,
but they are unsure whether
the fresh outbreak is related to
the one at Navapur in Nandur-
bar last month,

Most of the 70,000 chickens
are in backyard poultry farms

16 mag 2006

in S;on

Wthh pose a
greater logistical 7
challenge than
did Navapur, ani-
mal husbandry
officials said in
Delhi. '

The officials
said they did not
have an estimate
of the number of birds that
had died in what appears to
be an outbreak in a cluster
of four to six villages in the
district.

“Getting information is
difficult because each house-
hold might have two or
three chickens in their back-
yard and mortality data is
harder to get in such circum-
stances,” said Shantanu Ban-
dopadhyay, the animal hus-
bandry commissioner.

ens first began
dying in these vi-
llages, district
authorities colle-
cted samples and
i, sent them to the
* Bhopal laborato-
ry where they
" had to wait in a
growing queue of
thousands of samples coming
in from across the country.
The laboratory confirmed
diagnosis of H5N1 from the
Jalgaon samples on Monday
night, Bandopadhyay said.
He said it is unclear whether
this outbreak was related to
the one in Navapur, 200 km
from Jalgaon. Dhule district
stands between Navapur and
Jalgaon.
He said the backyard poul-
try was unlikely to spread the

THE TEL=CRAPH

u

chickens were consumed
within the villages.

The culling operations in
Jalgaon are expected to be
more efficient, thanks to “les-
sons learnt” from the first ex-
ercise in Navapur. Instead of
non-stop 10-to-12-hour activity,
60 rapid response teams are
likely to work in shifts of four
to six hours.

Health workers have
begun door-to-door inspec-
tions, too, looking for people
with flu-like symptoms. In
Navapur, around 100 people
were examined but all tested
negative.

Jalgaon collector Vijay
Singhal said the 10-km-radius
surveillance area covers 173
villages and an estimated
human population of 41akh.
W See Page 13




‘paydeye
u33q pey yoyam sooerd a3
woIy sapeuaid puey papoid
-Xaun ([ INOqe PoAdLIIal
os[e Aoy] ‘pesnjop uodq
pey yoiym sdoepd anoy ie
SQUIWPUR] PIJIIIIP “FOTAISS
ojur passaxd usaq pey yorgm
‘spenbs [esodsip quog

© pres fedypedn
M § ‘(o8uey uroINOG)
lod jo DId . uo e
S[eljo’ panpqe syi jo
9SBOJa1 9Y) 2INSUD 0] SLIOKS
pue PIYISUSIUI UIDq JALY
suonjejodo  Suiquo)),,

“joe)IR 9Y) 19]
-Je S)SIoRA Sunjean;ar oy} 4q
POASLIIRI 2JOM SIIPOQ ISOYM
SaBXEN] 110§ 0} 321} PI[[3]
aAey] 01 paturep aorjod oy I,

"UOOWId)JE 3} UL 19)8[ UMO)
oy} reau oFe[ia epnfepeyuey]

JE JJ0 JUSM QUIUPUE] B UOYM
paInfur a1om s19430 XIS pue
palp ‘rojiom ofem Aep

e ‘uosIod y1moj v ‘painfur

sem uewadnod Jayioue pue

J0BIE SY[exeN ay3 ur pajry

o1om  uswodfod sary],

" “S[RIOIJO [820]

UilM SUOISSNOSIP POy Os[e

se( ‘uomen)Is gl Jo ¥o03s

pa1sia sjeogo 2o10d 101
j00)1 pue Aepo) umol o)

-3§ 13110 pue Se(J HYong a0y

Hd— "paypy aJam sajifexeN
SA UM Ul ‘apiegqund e u paxdo| asam sistoepy auy pue Aued
ajod 3y 1eys Buippe *pies sadinos ‘s Jedy sajexen pauLe
An pojuonuos aiem Aoy "eyadyys) bunpeosdde sy ‘sbej ay
0y pakojdap sem Aued adtjod e “peye ayj jo pauiojur Usaq BuiAey
“pies sa2.nos axod sndelig *siayioAuew Buy

-400} pue sasnay o 3jdnod e alj uo Buimas sapisaq ‘youedies Jaulo)
e Butpnpu; ‘siabefia je1anas painfus Ajsnoyas pue p4s ue pa pue
2810 UDARIS BI04 niny aAnIsuSS-1dAY 3yl Jepun abejjia euedijey
3y3 papies saujexen ayL “pusip indefig s,yiebstieyyd ut atod pue
SIS10BN UaamIag apequnt e up Aepuns uo painfuy sisbel jeisass
PUR Pa{|1y} 213M JR01Y0 1|04 |eads £ pue saijjexeN 3AH MAdIVYE 4

ylebsmeyy) ul panlui jeranas ‘pajinj ds ‘siexen anty |

Rt

-0d JO [RISUDLD) I10)D0II(]
“UMO} [ISyo}
2y} 03 pakordep 44D oy
pue (HQ§) dnoip suoners
-dQ eads oy Jo syun yum
mdefepn) 1dwey e paud

-y8n useq sey AInosg
‘Pa[J 2ABY 1591 S} I[IYM
‘pauanyai Appuonbasqns 1ouo
-suid auo ‘ref-gns ay) Jo soyew
-Ul ) Y3 JO ‘paIeonaI L3y
se 1Y19S N Y Juspuduurad
-ngrerpue’

-W-IMO YAPNPQE pey
‘s1ouostid [[e 9313 0) \Nwm_b:m

e

.
i

o uado 2y01q pue ssoed
[BIOASS PIYILIIE OYM ‘SISTILIST}
-X3 Suim-1397 Jo Auire uy
*AepPO] pPres $30IN0s [BIOLFO
‘Aep1aisof umo) 1nSelepn
mSwey  poumols  oym
SayI[exe N pauLre Aq pajonpqe
s[eroigjo om oy} moqe 31od
-91 0U U93q SBY 2I9Y} S8 U9AD
psip pedefen sessuQ-
w  dn poddys
us2q ARy suon
-erado  DNIEWO

.

92 HO¥VIN TANNINGHV TIVd
\\ VIONTIO ISMLSSTdd

Hoepe [exeN Joje pausjysi Apndog essiiQ

e

S5

e
A

X,

b

i T
A T

NDIAN

S
N
Q2
=7
M
~
N



STRIKE § Free prisoners, kill thrge cops, fake hostages

Naxals attac Orissa jail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PARLAKHEMUNDI(ORISSA).
MARCH 24

N A pre-dawn strike
similar to the recent
one in Jehanabad in Bi-
har, a group of over 200
armed Naxalites, including
women, today attacked a sub-

tower, spreading terror. They
shot dead three policemen
and injured two others, district
collector Binod Bihari Mo-
hanty, who escaped by taking
refuge inside a house, said
over telephone. The three
cops killed were identified as
Havildar Prasanta Patnaik, se-
poy Tina Dehury, and sepoy

jailin R Udayagiri -
town of Gajapati | °
district in Orissa,
freed the prison-
ers, killed three =
policemen, and
took a police offi-
cer and the jailor .
hostage, sources
said.

There were 40 .

| §
‘?

1 Rajesh Ekka.
! Police claimed
.+ that three Nax-
, alites, includinga
woman, were
killed when po-
' lice returned fire.
The exchange
lasted around
two hours.
The two who

prisoners, includ-

ing some Naxalites, in the jail,
and barring one, all of them
escaped, sources said. The ul-
tras “pulled down” the jail
gates to help them escape.
The ultras also attacked the
police station, an Orissa Spe-
cial Armed Police (OSAP)
Camp, the treasury, the tehsil-
dar’s office and a telecom

IE Map/B.K. Sharmég were captured by

ultras were the officer in
charge of the police station
Ranjan Kumar Mallick and
the jailor of the sub-jail, Rabi-
narayan Sethi, officials said.
Mohanty added that the ultras
looted arms from the
police station. The Naxalites
approached the town from two
directions and retreated after

And in Chhattzsgarh they
kill block vice-chairman

) RAIPUR: Maoists on Friday killed a people’s representa-
tive in Narayanpur district of Chhamsgarh andblewupa
high tension electricity tower in neighbouring Dantewada
district, police said.

Sankuram Salam, block vice-chairman, was killed by
Maoists, in his village Orchcha, about 400 km from the
state capital, Narayanpur police sources said.

Sankuram was one of the active participants in Salwa
Judum or peace campaign against the Naxalites by the
people of Bastar region and that could be the reason behind
his murder, the sources said.

The Naxalites also today triggered a landmine blast near
Bhairamgarh area of Dantewada district and damaged a

tower meant for transmission of electricity to that area,

police sources said. —PTI
the attack via Saralapadarinto N Sinha was on his way to the
the deep jungles, carrying the  townwith reinforcements, said
bodies of their dead comrades.  the district collector. However,
The Naxalites bhad discon- the ermgpomtstotownwould
nected telephone linestomost  have to be cléared as the Nax-
of the offices and disrupted  alites have blocked them by
power supply in the town. felling trees and pushing boul-

Police have startedcombing ~ ders on to the road, Reports
operations along the direction  also said that the ultras could
ofretreat of the ultras. Superin-  have planted landmines on the
tendent of police, Gajapati, A roadto R Udayagiri town.

Z
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Over 50,000 Bir

Mumbai: The Maharashtra government
on Saturday confirmed that bird flu had
resulted in the recent deaths of over 50,000
chickens in Nandurbar and Dhule dis-
tricts of the state.

Confirming instances of avian flu, Ma-
harashtra animal husbandry minister
Anees Ahmed said the high-security ani-
mal laboratory in Bhopal had confirmed
that the deaths were caused by bird flu. He
said a high-level meeting was underway in
Mumbai to take stock of the situation and
decide how to destroy the large flocks of
birds in poultries in Nandurbar and Dhule
districts. Also, doctors have been rushed
to the affected areas to take precautionary
measures.

Earlier in the day, a senior official of the
animal husbandry department had said
they first thought the deaths of over 50,000
birds were due to “manmodi” (ranket dis-
ease). However, the laboratory in Bhopal
has confirmed that the deaths were due to
bird flu.

The state government has alerted
neighbouring Gujarat as a large number
of domestic fowls from the Nandurbar-
Dhule belt is supplied to different areas in
Gujarat, particularly along the Surat bor-
der.

Ahmed said several doctors, along with
the commissioner and additional commis-
sioner of the animal husbandry depart-

AN

-

andurbar- Dhule

ment, had reached Nandurbar. “Medicines
airlifted from Delhi have reached Au-
rangabad and they are being taken to Nan-
durbar by road,” Ahmed, who is in Nag-
pur, said. The birds in three-km area from
where the samples were drawn will be de-

stroyed using carbon monoxide or
through bird feed mixed with medicines.

Stating that the government had in-
structed all private poultry farms in the
area to vaccinate their birds, Ahmed
added that the government was ready with
an action plan to tackle the situation. “By
tomorrow morning, we will be carrying
out the plan,” he said.

As a precaution, people in Dhule and
Nandurbar have been-asked to refrain
from eating poultry products. agencies
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Gandhinagar: An alert has been
sounded across Gujarat following the
outbreak of the dreaded bird flu in
Nandurbar district of Maharshtra,
located just 30 km across the inter-
state border in Surat.

The state government has sought
Central help to get all the birds vacci-
nated immediately, The exercise is
likely to begin from Sunday {tself. A
more milder variety of the bird flu
has been detected in Gujarat with as
many as 37 cases testing positive in
an extensive survey carried out in
zoos, bird sanctuaries, wetlands and
poultry farms across the state. The
results of the survey, conducted on as
many as 1,296 birds, show that the H9
variety of the flu, which is not fatal,
has spread to many areas of the state.

The tests on the Nandurbar-Dhule
birds have revealed the more deadly
variety, H5N1, which can kill the
birds and also affect the human be-
ings. The areas where the samples
tested positive for the H9 variety are
Bharuch, Vadodara, Junagadh, Da-
hod and Navsari districts.

(\\

Gujarat
its toes

By Rajiv Shah/TNN



'RSS to organise yajna in
Orissa to win over tribals

_Nageshwar Patnaik
" BHUBANESWAR 16 FEBRUARY

N a strategic move,
IRashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh (RSS) is gearing up
for a massive “reawakening”
programme in Orissa to, what it
calls, prevent alleged conver-
sion of Dalits, especially tribals,
into Christianity, and strength-
en Hinduism.

The ambitious programme
will take off from March with
the showcasing of nine “holy”
chariots from different parts of
the state. The programme will
conclude on April 10 with a 3-
day Sapta Maha Yajna or seven
great religious fire ceremonies at
Chakapad in Phulbani district.

vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) international chief
Ashok Singhal, RSS chief KS

. Sudershan and Akhila

Bharatiya Banabasi Kalyan
Ashram president Jagdev Ram,
besides hundreds of Hindu
monks and scholars are likely to
attend the Maha Yajnas, RSS
sources here said.

The chariots have been
named after famous deities
from different regions in the
state in its bid 1o whip up reli-
gious sentiments among the
people of respective areas. For
instance, the chariots which

- will start their journey from
Sambalpur and Bolangir, have
been named as Samaleswari
Rath and  Pateneswari Rath.
Samaleswari and Pateneswari
are the presiding deities of
western Orissa.

The chariot from south Oris-
sa has been named after
Taratarini Rath, presiding deity
Ganjam region. Similarly,
Chandi Rath will start from
Cuttack and roll through
coastal districts before reaching
Chakapad on April 8. Chandiis
a famous deity in Cuttack. The
other chariots have been
named after goddesses Bimala,
Birajaa, Tarini, Manikeswari.

The ninth chariot has been

named as Birupéi{sha Rath.
This chariot will begin its holy
journey from Chakapad and
cotne to Phulbani to receive the
other chariots and lead them to
the yajna place. The Sapta Maha
Yajna planned té be performed
involve Gritha Yajna, Dipa Yan-
Jja, Nam Yajna, Gyana Yajna, Seva
The ambitious
- programme will take
- off from March with
the showcasing of
nine “holy” chariots
- from different parts
of the state. The
programme will

conclude on April 10

Yajna, Anna Yajna and Dharma
Jagaran Yajna.

RSS sources made it clear
that the whole exercise is aimed
at putting our a strong message
to the Christian missionaries in-
dulging in proselytism. Conver-
sion has been a sensitive affair
in the state when Dara Singh,
now in jail, shot to limelight af-
ter burning a missionary and
his two kids two years back.
The sangh parivar has been

voicing protests against conver-
sion in the state as it has also
corroded tribal votebank of the
BJP, political front of the RSS.
The converted tribals prefer to
align with the Congress than
BJP. The proposed Sapta Maha

Yajna is clearly targeted to woo
the Hindus to stick to their tra-
ditional values and check con-
version to a great extent.

Second, Sangh Parivar is ea-
ger to revive its old relationship
with the tribals who were get-

ting alienated due to “anti-trib- - .
al” policy of the Naveen Patnaik
government, particularly after
the Kalinga Nagar mayhem.

- BJP is a junior partner with
BJD in the state, now ruling for
six years on trot. The image of
the coalition government has
declined in recent months fol-
lowing the death of 12 tribals in
police firing at Kalinga Nagar in
Jajpur district, tender-fixing
crimes, sex-scandals and leasing
out mineral resources to private
parties at throwaway prices.

Giving details of the Sapta
Maha Yajna programme, RSS
state chief Gopal Mohapatra
said on Thursday evening that
along with the yajna, the or-
ganisation would also establish
an idol of Lord Birupaksha

(Shiv) as well as a statue of Hin-
du saint Sankaracharya at
Chakapad during the three-day
religious ceremony.

’i
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/‘éongress wins

7% 3-assembly

" seats, s
Sangli LS Seat

Mumbai: Fifteen months af-
ter being voted to power in
Maharashtra, Congress on
Tuesday emerged as the sin-
gle largest party in the state
assembly as it won all the
three assembly bypolls held
on January 21.

With this victory, Con-
gress now has 72 MLAs in
the 288-member assembly,
and overtakes NCP, its ruling
partner in the DF govern-
ment, that has 71 members in
the House. The Sena, which
lost all the three seats to the
Congress, now has 59 MLAs
and its ally BJP has 54 mem-
bers in the assembly.

Sources said Tuesday’s by-
poll results would adversely
affect the Sena’s plans of in-
creasing their tally in assem-
bly to 61 by winning the
Naigaum and Shrivardhan
assembly bypolls slated for
February 16. In addition to
winning Rajapur, Vengurla
and Sangameshwar assem-
bly constituencies, Congress
retained the Sangli Lok Sab-
ha seat, maintaining its tally
from the state at 14.

In Vengurla, the Sena
nominee Ramesh Naik had
to forfeit his deposit, similar
to the situation in Malwan
where Sena’s Parshuram Up-
arkar had lost to Rane, de-
spite the Sena camping in
full strength in Malwan be-
fore the polls.

Buyoed by the results,
some more Sena MLAs may
quit and join Rane in Con-
gress, sources said.

In the Sangli Lok Sabha
bypoll, Prateek Patil of Con-™"==
gress polled 25,2732 and de-
feated Congress rebel and in-
dependent candidate Dinkar
Patil (17,2283 votes) by 80425
votes. Agencies

AV nf the IvLs OF INGIA



Naveen balm for tribals

e e . v\
Officials meet kin of firing victims, promisé sops

HIMANSU S, Sahoo
Bhubaneswar, January 8

SIX DAYS after the death of 12 persons in
police firing in Kalinga Nagar, the Naveen
Patnaik government on Sunday started a
damage control exercise to check the
growing unrest among the tribals.

Newly posted collector of Jajpur
Arvind Padhee, accompanied by some
district officials, visited the tribal vil-
lages on the outskirts of Kalinga Nagar
and met villagers. At Bamiagotha and
Gobarghati, he met families of the vic-
tims and assured them of all possible
help from the administration.

Three persons from Bamia Gotha, in-

cluding a woman, were killed in the fir-
ing on January 2 while one person was
killed and two more were criticially in-
jured/in Gobarghati.
U¥ging the agitating tribals to with-
their blockade from the Paradip-
Daitari Express Highway, the collector
sured them that no legal action would
e taken against them and the govern-
ment would seriously consider some of
their demands.

“The tribals were urged to cooperate
with the administration in restoring
normalcy in Kalinga Nagar. They were
also asked to end their agitation and
hold talks with the government,” Pad-
hee said. The official hoped that the
move would help in restoring normalcy
in the area and the tribal communities
would come forward with their de-
mands at a proper forum.

This was for the first time
any authority from the ad-
ministration met the tribals
on behalf of the state gov-
ernment. Sources said, dur-
ing their interaction with
the Jajpur collector, the tribals reiterat-
ed their seven-point charter of de-
mands placed before Governor Ramesh-
war Thakur and sought withdrawal of
criminal cases registered against some
tribals during a protest at the project
site of Maharastra Seamless in Kalinga

PTI

Congress supporters block traffic in Ranchi to protest firing on tribals in Kalinga Nagar.

Nagar last year.

Their other demands include a com-
plete ban on displacement of tribals in
Kalinga Nagar either for setting up of
industries or for any other
purpose and sanction of
plots of land as compensa-
tion against the tribals’
land acquired by govern-
ment for industrialisation.

Though the collector expressed his
inability to withdraw criminal cases
against the tribals as the same are pre-
judice, he assured that the other de-
mands would be discussed at the gov-
ernment level.

In response to the collector’s request

to call off the strike, the tribals said
only after consultation within their
community they would let the district
administration know about their next
course of action.

Out of the 32 MLAs of BJP in the
Orissa Legislative Assembly as many as
16 are tribal MLAs. After the Kalinga
nagar police firings these MLAs had
served ultimatum to party ministers for
stepping-down from the ministry to
condemn the incident.

Two senior tribal MLAs of BJP -
Gourahari Nayak and Karendra Majhi
had even gone on record saying that

they don’t want to continue in ggvern-
ment after the tribal killinV

7
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Prafulla Das

BHUBANESWAR: The dawn-to-dusk
bandh against the killing of 12 trib-
als in police firing at Kalinga Nagar
disrupted normal life in Orissa on
Saturday. Tribals participated in
the bandh in many areas, including
Bhubaneswar.

Almost all Opposition parties,
social organisations, trade unions
and student bodies backed the
bandh, called by the Kalinga Nagar
Suraksha Parishad demanding the
resignation of Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik.

The bandh passed off without
any major untoward incident as
policemen stood mute witness to
rallies, roadblocks, slogan shouting
and even stone pelting at various
places. Hundreds of bandh sup-
porters courted arrest.

Business establishments re-
mained closed and vehicles were
off the road. Train services were
badly affected as bandh supporters
resorted to blockades and squatted
on the tracks at many stations in
different parts of the State. Attend-
ance in government offices was
thin in many areas. All educational
institutions were closed as the
State government declared the day
a holiday in view of the bandh.

The bandh was total at Kalinga
Nagar in Jajpur district where the
tribals were killed on January 2
when demanding stoppage of the
construction of a boundary wall for
a proposed steel plant by the Tata
Steel.

In Bhubaneswar, the bandh sup-
porters attacked the ruling Biju Ja-
nata Dal office and the residence of
the Finance Minister Prafulla Gha-
dei, who happens to be the legisla-
tor of the Kalinga Nagar area. But
no one was hurt. All major traffic
points in the city were blocked by
hundreds of bandh supporters for
most part of the day.

Gherao bid foiled

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
reached the State Secretariat by 8
a.m. to escape the bandh. The po-
lice prevented a group of bandh
supporters who tried to gherao his
residence.

After the main gate of the Secre-

%

Orissa bandh passes peacefully

In protest against the killing of tribals in police firing at Kalinga Nagar

.

TRADITIONAL PROTEST: Tribals with weapons during a bandh called by Opposition parties
against the Kalinga Nagar firing, in Bhubaneswar on Saturday.

tariat was closed around 10 a.m,,
senior Congress leaders, including
the Leader of Opposition, J.B. Pat-
naik and Pradesh Congress presi-
dent Jayadev Jena staged a dharna
outside the gate till afternoon.
Apart from the Congress, other
parties that participated in the
bandh included the Orissa Gana
Parishad, Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist), Communist Party of
India, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha,

Samajwadi Party, Janata Dal (S)
and Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Liberation.

Plea for more ex gratia

The agitated tribals in Kalinga
Nagar continued with their dharna
for the sixth day blocking the Dai-
tari-Paradip express highway de-
manding registration of cases
against the former District Collec-
tor and Superintendent of Police

£ JEN 7006

on the charge of murder, and fur-
ther hike in ex gratia for the vic-
tims’ families.

The State Government had ear-
lier ordered a judicial inquiry into
the firing and requested the High
Court to nominate a sitting judge
to conduct the probe.

But the High Court authorities
have replied in the negative saying
that no judge can be spareddue to a
shortage.

THE HINDY



Escalating costs of
land triggered clash

SOUMYAJIT Pattnaik
Bhubaneswar, January 4

A TIME lag of 14 years lies at the root of
the tribal unrest in Kalinga Nagar in
Jajpur district of Orossa where a clash
claimed 13 lives on Monday.

The state government had acquired
nearly 12,000 acres in 1992 to set up steel
plants when late Biju Patnaik was the
chief minister. In 1992, the families
which had lost their lands were given
compensation at the rate of Rs 37,000
per acre.

As no corporate houses stepped in to
set up their plants except Nilachal Ispat
Nigam Limited (NINL) and Mid-east In-
tegrated Steel Ltd (MISL) in the 1990s,
eviction never took place.

When the government finally handed
over 1,960 acres of land to Tata Steel in
2004-05, the families which got compen-
sation in 1992 did not want to move out
without getting compensation at the
present market rate. Much water has
flown down the Mahanadi since 1992.

The state government has brought
out a new official order named “Guide-

NAVEEN IN A SPOT

W The Congress
alleges Intelligence’
failure and ineffi-
ciency of state
government

® Opposition leader
JB Patnaik said the 2
tribals were not
opposed to indus-
trialisation but
wanted adequate
compensation

lines regulating rehabilitation and re-
settlement of families/persons dis-
placed/affected due to acquisition of
land for Kalinga Nagar Integrated In-
dustrial Complex” on November 18,
2005.

But it was stated that the enhanced
cash compensation to displaced fami-
lies would not be retrospectively ap-
plied to those who had already got com-
pensation in 1992.
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‘Naveen Patnaik Government under fire

The Kalinga Nagar incident has put the already strained BJD- BJ P re}ﬁtlonshlp

under further pressure.

Prafulla Das

HE BIJU Janata Dal-Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party coalition in Orissa
seems to be heading for a crisis,
following the January 2 killing of
12 tribals in Kalinga Nagar. It is not just the
Opposition parties. Even the BJP holds the
Naveen Patnaik administration responsible
for the incident. The most vocal are the
BJP’s tribal legislators; their resentment
over the displacement of tribals is growing.

The BJP’s tribal leaders are pressuring
the party to pull out of the Government
immediately. They have warned that the
BJP has so far been winning the elections in
the State because of large tribal support and
that continuing to be part of the Patnaik
Government will cost the party dear.

The police opened fire after rubber bullets
failed to stop the tribals from disrupting the
construction of a boundary wall for a pro-
posed steel plant in Jajpur district’s indus-
trial area.

The tribals were demanding adequate
compensation for the loss of their land and
homes and proper rehabilitation. The police
opened firing after one of their men, who fell
down in the melee, was killed. They contin-
ued firing even as the tribals fled. Post-mor-
tem examination of several victims revealed
bullet marks on their backs.

Mr. Patnaik, whose BJD has been playing
‘big brother’ in the alliance all these years,
faced opposition from the BJP last year over
the memorandum of understanding (MoU)
signed with the Korean steel major POSCO
for setting up a mega steel plant near Para-
dip.

Many non-tribal BJP leaders, barring
those in the State Cabinet, too have de-
nounced the police action in Kalinga Nagar.
A fact-finding team of the party that visited
the area blamed the Jajpur district adminis-
tration for the death of the tribals. It also
faulted the resettlement and rehabilitation
policy being thrust upon the project affected
people.

The tribals who own land in the locality
are sore that while the State’s Industrial
Infrastructure Development Corporation
(IIDCO) paid them Rs.37,000 an acre for
their land in the early 1990s, the authorities

THE

STANDING UP FOR THEIR RIGHTS: Agitating tribals blocked the Paradip-Daitari

Photo: Ashoke Chakrabarty

are now handing over the land to industrial
houses for Rs.3.5 lakh an acre. The compen-
sation was later increased to a little over
Rs.50,000 but many have not accepted the
money. Those with no land of their own are
the worst sufferers.

‘What has added to the tribal angst in re-
cent years are inadequacies in the rehabil-
itation package offered to those who were
displaced earlier by various developmental
projects and industries. A large number of
tribals displaced by projects such as Machh-
kund hydropower station, and Hirakud and
Rengali dams decades ago are still awaiting
proper rehabilitation and resettlement. The

HINCU g
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same trend continues with large-scale dis-
placement by corporate industrial and
mining projects.

In fact, the absence of a comprehensive
policy on resettlement and rehabilitation
has resulted in long-drawn agitations in dif-
ferent parts of the State. The upcoming in-
dustrial township of Kalinga Nagar itself has
witnessed scores of demonstrations and
protest meetings against different projects
in the past.

Thirteen industrial houses are presently
implementing their steel projects in the ar-
ea. When completed, these projects will
have an installed capacity of 14 million
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road in Goborghati on Tuesday. —

tonnes per annum.

While a proposed policy on resettlement
and rehabilitation has been awaiting the
State Government’s clearance for several
months now, it has signed 43 MoUs for set-
ting up steel plants and many of these pro-
jects are under implementation.

Mr. Patnaik had so far been able to main-
tain his popularity by pushing slogans of
anti-corruption and welfare of tribals, wom-
en, and farmers.

A divided Opposition also favoured his
reign. But the growing naxalite problem and
displacement of people for industrialisation
have made things difficult for him.
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TRIBAL MOB HACKS TO DEATH COP

Elght killed in
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Orlssa

Statesman News Sarvice
JAJPUR, Jan 2. — Kalinga Nagar, the
nation’s proposed steel hub, witnessed a
bloodbath today with armed tribals,
opposing commencement of construction
activity by a major steel company, clash-
ing with the police who fired, killing eight
persons including a woman. A policeman
was hacked to death by a mob. Unofficial
sources put the death toll at 12. At least
35 persons, including policemen, were
injured in the clash.

If 2005 was a year of investment at
Kalinga Nagar, 2006 began on a horrify-
ing note, calling for the imposition of a
curfew. The incident occurred this morn-
ing when machines deployed by Tata
Steel started levelling a plot for a com-
pound wall to be built. A huge contingent
of policemen was present.

Tribals, who had protested against such
a move a few months ago and forced the
company authorities to defer the work,
gathered again today and attacked the
police with bows and arrows. The police,
forced to retreat, found one of their men
captured and hacked to death by the
mob. This resulted in a fierce retaliation
by the force.

Nobody was sure initially of the exact
tol] as officials here did put the initial fig-
ure at seven dead, including a policeman.
But, several people, including those from

» amongst the injured who were coming to
the local hospital, said there were bodies
in the villages as well as nearby paddy
fields. The entire area was tense as tribals
held on to the bodies and were preparing
to storm the police station. A visibly per-
turbed chief minister Mr Naveen Patnaik
described the incident as “most unfortu-
nate”. He announced an ex-gratia of Rs 1
lakh each to the next of kin of the dead,
besides promising free medical treatment
to the injured.

Reliable sources said the district
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firing

administration had pledged total sup-
port and police deployment to the Tata
Steel authorities to commence construc-
tion work today. When tribals started
gathering at the site, the administration,
for some strange reason, felt they were
coming to discuss or negotiate rather
than attack.

Some of the injured villagers have been
hit by bullets on the back, indicating that
they were running away when they came
to be shot. Several of the injured who had
fled to their nearby villagers were scared
of going to hospital and their condition
may worsen, said eyewitnesses.

The policeman hacked to death was
Gopi Prasad Mohanty. Tribals kilied in
the police firing were Sudam Baralla,
Gobin Laguri, Jagan Jarika, Bhagaban
Soi and Landu Jarika of Chandia,
Baligolha and Goborghati villages.

The Jajpur district administration
claimed that it had exercised the utmost
restraint, issuing warnings before spraying
the frenzied mob with tear gas and firing
rubber bullets at it. While most villagers
have accepted the compensation package,
some people in Chandia, Goborghati and
Baligolha villages are creating trouble at
the behest of unwanted elements and out-
siders, officials alleged.

Opp condemns firing

The Opposition today condemned the
police firing in Kalinga Nagar and
demanded the resignation of the chief
minister, Mr Naveen Patnaik, who also
heads the home department. A Congress
delegation led by OPCC chief Mr
Jayadev Jena which had reached the spot
and affected villages, said that it was a
massacre of tribals by the Naveen Patnaik
government. The Jibika Banchao
Andolan, has given a call for “Jajpur
bandh”. The organisation has also
demanded a judicial probe.
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