condemn Kashmlr kllhngs

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Several social groups

and human rights activists have

condemned the killings in Jam-
mu and Kashmir late on Sunday
night.

Such motivated communal
terrofacts were aimed at divid-
ing people and societies, besides
posing a threat to the secular
fabric of the country, a Jomt
statement said.

“We 1mmedxate)y -urge that
the Government, through the
Minorities Commdssion, con-
duct public hearings in different
parts of the State where minor-
ities and other citizens can de-
pose  about their daily
conditions. Steps can then be
initiated to assist them,” it said.

The statement was signed by
Communalism Combat, the Citi-
zens for Justice and Peace, SAH-
MAT, Prashant, SAHEWARU,
the People’s Union for Human
Rights, the All-India Catholic
Union, adivasis and Muslims,
and the Centre for Dialogue and
Reconciliation.

“The terrorists’ bullets are

Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil addressing the
media in Jammu on Tuesday with Union Home
Secretary V.K. Duggal (left) and J&K Chief Minister
Gulam Nabi Azad. - PHOTO: PTI

aimed at innocernts who come in
their way and other vulnerable
people of the State, But when
such communal terrorist acts
are committed on the eve of
peace talks, special steps need to
be taken by the administration,”

the statement said.

“We also urge that the Centre
examine the issues of all minor-
ities in different parts of the
country, especially in sensitive
States such as Jammu and Kash-
mir, Manipur and Assam, and

0

Centre must examine issues of mlnonties in different parts of the country i @5/

Gujarat,” it said.

The statement recalled the
meeting of a forum of over 15
individuals and representatives
of the Hindus in Jammu and
Kashmir, Muslims, Christians,
and other minority communi-
ties, with the Minority Affairs
Minister, A.R. Antulay.

A memorandum submitted to
him said minorities were vital to
a rich and vibrant democracy,
and that religion must not be the
only basis of categorisation.

Vadodara firing

SAHMAT, in a statement, said
the police firing in Vadodara fol-
lowing the demolition of a dar-
gah should be looked into
seriously.

“The compromise formula
worked out between the com-
munity leaders and the adminis-
tration a day before, appears to
have been that a part of the
shrine would be sacrificed for de-
velopment. The next day appar-
ently the police and corporation
came up with a sinister motive,
and demolished the whole struc-
ture.

Curb terrorism further, Pakistan told

“It is an enemy of civilised societies everywhere,” says Shivshankar Menon

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Close on the heels of

the massacres in Jammu and
Kashmir, India on Tuesday told
Pakistan that more needed to be
done to curb cross-border
terrorism.

Addressing the Supreme
Court Bar Association in Lahore
on “India-Pakistan friendly rela-
tions,” Indian High Cemmis-
sioner to Pakistan Shivshankar
Menon said, “Despite some vari-
ations in infiltration patterns,
terrorist training, communica-
tions and support continue,
waxing and waning with the sea-
sons and the political climate.”

Ostensibly influenced by Sun-
day night's incident, this is the
most direct public message by
Mr. Menon in recent months. on
terrorism.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
chose to describe the killings as
“unfortunate acts of terrorism.”
Foreign Office spokesperson
Tasneem Aslam declined to an-

- Tralni cnmmunlcaﬁoas
says Menon
-» Pakistan's Insistence on

primacy of Kashmir issue
- gxtreme

» "“Unfortunate acts of
terrorism,” says Pakistan

swer questions on whether Pa-
kistan-based terror outfits were
involved.

*Just lines on map’

In his address, Mr. Menon
said borders between India and
Pakistan cannot be redrawn but
the two sides could work to-
wards making them irrelevant,
*towards making them just lines
on amap” so that people on both
sides should be able to move
more freely and trade with one
another.

“Naturally, this assumes that
firm control is kept over terror-
ism, as has been agreed between
President Musharraf and Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh. Ter-
rorism is an enemy of civilised
societies everywhere, and this is
increasingly recognised in both
our societies,” Mr. Menon said.

Mr. Menon said the involve-
ment of terrorist organisations
in relief work after the October
2005 Kashmir earthquake had
resulted in their public rehabil-
itation.

Mr. Menon said Pakistan’s
view that the resolution of the
Kashmir issue was essential for
any other peace measures to
have any meaning was an ex-
treme and partial view.

“It wrongly assumes that Pa-
kistan has no interest in a broad-
er relationship with India and
pays no cost for hostility to In-
dia, and ignores how confidence
building measures can reinforce
the effort to resolve issues,” he
said.
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Mr. Menon presented a posi-
tive prospect for improvement
of relations between the two
countries. He said there was
widely recognised in India and
Pakistan that the destiny of the
two peoples is interlinked and
the goodwill generated by the
peace process provided an op-
portunity to redefine the nature
of the relationship, moving away
from the zero-sum calculations
of the past.

‘Ground realities’

On Sir Creek and Siachen, Mr.
Menon was confident that “mea-
ningful agreements” could be re-
ached. He said both sides could
move forward if they accepted
“ground realities” and took a
long view of history.

India demonstrated its wil-
lingness to find “pragmatic,
practical solutions” to the Kash-
mir issue, ag exemplified by the

recent suggestion of the Prjme
Minister in Amritsar for a*step
by step approach.”
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Attack on Sufi

mysti

 Lashkar .
man identified .-

Campaign to stamp out folk religion

Praveen Swami

SOPORE: Eyewitnesses to Thurs-
day’s terrorist bombing of a reli-
gious congregation in northern
Kashmir have identified the at-
tacker as Lashkar-e-Taiba oper-
ative Qayoom Nassar. Two
persons were killed and nine in-
jured in the attack.

Sources told The Hindu that
several witnesses to the attack
on the prominent Sufi mystic
Ahad Sa’ab Sopore recognised
Nassar. Aresident of the Batpora
area here, Nassar joined the
Lashkar five years ago, when he
was just 16. An eighth-grade
dropout, he is believed to have
been responsible for the string
of recent attacks against bothci-

jHans and security force per-
Sonnel in Sopore.

Nassar’s recent terror acts in-
clude the murder of two Sopore
residents in May for gambling,
which the Lashkar says is un-
Islamic. Earlier this month, he is
believed to have carried out the
assassination of two police offi-
cers, a street vendor and a phone
booth owner. Neither of the last
two murders appears to have
been motivated by ideological or
operational considerations.

Islamists here have long op-
posed the influence of Ahad
Sa’ab Sopore, a one-time police-
man who left his job and became
a mystic after undergoing what
he describes as a spiritual expe-
rience three decades ago. As
early as 1991, the Hizb ul-Muja-
hideen carried out a near-suc-
cessful assassination attempt on
the mystic. However, he escaped
unhurt.

» Nassar responsible for
recent attacks in Sopore

o Isiamists oppose =
Influence 3’:”:&’:@ Sa'ab
Sopore

» Sufl shrines targeted by
terrorist groups
L ]

While mystics like Ahad Sa’ab
Sopore have enormous religious
and temporal power — their fol-
lowers include several promi-
nent politicians, bureaucrats
and police and military officers
— Islamists have repeatedly at-
tacked their authority. Ahad
Sa’ab Sopore, notably, has been
criticised for appearing naked in
public, a practice the mystic de-
fends by asserting that the
world, not he, needs to feel
ashamed for its behaviour.

Battle over faith-

At the core of the conflict are
ideological disputes between
folk religion and Islamist
groups, which believe that prac-
tices such as veneration of holy
relics and belief in intercession
between humans and god
through mystics are heretical.
Both the Jamaat-e-Islami, from
which the Hizb ul-Mujahideen
emerged, and the Jamaat Ahl-e-
Hadith, the Lashkar’s patron,
have long been locked in battle
with Sufis for the best part of a
century.

Terrorist groups in Jammu
and Kashmir have long targeted
Sufi shrines, which they assert
are antithetical to Islam. As

early as June 1994, Lashkar ter-
rorists stormed the historic Ba-
ba Reshi shrine at Tangmarg and
fired on pilgrims. Dozens of sim-
ilar attacks took place through
the Kashmir valley as part of an
Islamist campaign to stamp out
folk Islam.

Perhaps, the most prominent
incident in the campaign was the
October 1995 siege of the Haz-
ratbal shrine in Srinagar, which
houses a relic claimed to be a
hair of Prophet Mohammad. The
terrorists threatened to blow up
the shrine unless troops, who
had surrounded them, were
withdrawn.

A similar siege at Chrar-e-
Sharif in May 1996 led to the
destruction of the town’s famous
700-year-old shrine.

While the scale of such attacks
has diminished in recent years,
they none the less continue. In
2000, Lashkar terrorists de-
stroyed sacramental tapestries
Bafliaz residents had offered at
the shrine of Sayyed Noor, one of
the most venerated Sufi saints in
the region. Last year, in June,
Lashkar operative Bilal Magray
threw a grenade at a Sufi congre-
gation in Bijbehara, injuring 15
persons.

Lashkar cadres are also
thought to be responsible for a
May 2005 arson that led to the
destruction of the 14th century
shrine of saint Zainuddin Wali at
Ashmugam in south Kashmir. It
was set on fire after the armed
men chased away guards. Earlier
Ashmugam was subjected to
several grenade attacks, leading
to disruption of festive days
there for several years.



Kashmir: Musharraf lauds

Nirupama Subramanian

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf has praised
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s efforts to involve “all
groups” in Jammu and Kashmir
towards finding a solution to the
conflict in the State.

In a phone-in interview on
CNBC on Friday night, Presi-
dent Musharraf, who took ques-
tions from an international
audience, said both he and the
Dr. Singh were talking to a range
of political groups from the
State. His proposal of demilitar-
isation, self-governance and
joint management in Kashmir
was an idea that could be debat-
ed and modified.

“But how to move forward?
All elements in Kashmir, includ-
ing [the] All-Parties’ Hurriyat
Conference, other elements
with whom we were not dealing
in the past like Omar Abdullah —
he never came to Pakistan and
we never interacted with him
[before], but we interacted with
him and other political elements
within Kashmir [when they vis-
ited Pakistan in March] — and all
groups are talking demilitarisa-
tion and self-governance. It is
for [the] people of Kashmir now
to generate the kind of ideas and
pressure on the Indian Govern-

o “Comfortable” hol
fwo offices of Army

chief and President

ment on some form of a resolu-
tion.

“I am very glad to say that
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has been interacting with
all groups of Kashmiris. Obvi-
ously he is talking of some kind
of resolution. Obviously. What
else we are talking?” he said.

The President said he would
like to talk about all issues, in-
cluding Kashmir, with the Prime
Minister when he visits
Pakistan.

The tone of General Mushar-
raf’s remarks was more positive

than those of the recent flurry of
statements from him and other
leaders, including Foreign Min-
ister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri,
expressing despondency and
disappointment at the “slow
pace” of the peace process.

President Musharraf said Pa-
kistan realised that the Kashmir
issue had to be sorted out bilat-
erally and was not trying to in-
ternationalise the issue. “Yes I
do talk about it everywhere be-
cause we think this is the core
dispute which we need to resolve
to improve relations between
out two countries and to im-
prove South Asia and make
SAARC potent. But by no means
am I saying I would like to multi-
laterlise it. I do know that ulti-
mately we have to resolve it
bilaterally. However, if we fail to
do it bilaterally, I have no doubt
that I would like to multilateral-
ise it.”

Earlier this week, India said it
rejected references at the Baku
meeting of the Organisation of
Islamic Conferences to Jammu
and Kashmir.

President Musharraf said in
the composite dialogue process
with India “we are going forward
on confidence-building mecha-
nisms and conflict resolution.”
In conflict resolution, “Kashmir
is [the] key issue and we have to

Manmohan’s efforts o« %,

Says Dr. Singh is trying to involve “all groups” in the peace process

move forward.”

He said he was “comfortable”
holding the offices of both Army
Chief and President. It was “very
much needed at the moment”
because of the current interna-
tional, regional and domestic
pressures on Pakistan. “It is in
the fitness of things that I retain
both offices.”

The Constitution permitted
him to do this until the end of
2007. “After that I have said I
will not violate the Constitution.
So we will cross the bridge when
we come to it.”

To seek re-election

Gen. Musharraf has said he
will seek election for another
term through the existing elec-
toral college that endorsed his
first term, which he won in a
controversial referendum.

Opposition parties have re-
jected the plan. They have asked
him to give up his uniform, hold
free and fair elections to the Na-
tional and Provincial Assemblies
and face re-election through the
new electoral college.

President Musharraf said in
the interview that in any step he
took he would “follow the dic-
tates of the environment” but it
would be in the national interest
and “not in my personal
interest”.




Army captain, ¥ Hizb militants
killed in Pulwam gunbattle

Schoolboy dies in exchange of fire, Baramulla protesters set fire to police station

r
*~
Shujaat Bukhari §\G qoh

SRINRGAR: In a fresh wave of vio-
lence in Kashmir, five persons
including an Army captain, a
Hizb ul-Mujahideen command-
er and a student were killed on
Saturday. In north Kashmir,
people took to the streets and
attacked a police station protest-
ing against the Kkilling of the
schoolboy.

One person was killed and 10
others were injured in a grenade
attack around noon at Budshah
Chowk just outside the Dashna-
mi Akhara, ing the holy
mace of rnath, in the heart

of Srinagar. The militants hurled
the grenade at a CRPF picket but
it exploded on a road. Srinagar
police chief S.A, Mujtaba said it
was not an attack on the Akhara
building but “a routine incident
targeting security forces.”

At Palhalan village on the Sri-
nagar-Baramulla highway, mil-
itants opened fire on the
cavalcade of a Border Security
Force DIG. A schoolboy was
killed and a woman injured in an
exchange of fire that followed,
the police said. However, the lo-
cals alleged that the security
forces opened fire on civilians
after the militant attack.

As news spread, thousands of
people in the Palhalan and Pat-
tan area blocked the highway.
Demanding action against the
security fortes, they set a police
station afire. The police resorted
to a lathicharge and burst tear-
gas shells to disperse the mob.

Magisterial inquiry

Baseer Khan, Deputy Com:
missioner, Baramulla, told The
Hindu that the station was par-
tially damaged. “We have or-
dered a magisterial inquiry into
the incident.”

In a gunbattle at Mirbagh in
Pulwama, Hizb “district com-

mander” Mujahideen Nissar
Ahmed Sofi alias Tarabi and his
deputy Sarfraz Ahmad alias Saft
were killed. Police sources said
the area was cordoned off on in-
formation that militants were
hiding in some houses. In the
encounter that followed Captain
S.B. Singh also died and a jawan
was injured.

Two rifles and ammunition
were recovered from the slain
militants. The gunbattle left
many houses damaged.

Photograph on Page 10
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 Phase 1 report holds back
~ second JK urban packa

AMITAV RANJAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 31

PRIME Minister Manmo-
han Singh had planned to an-
nounce additional urban de-
velopment projects worth $300
million for J-K during his visit
to Srinagar last week, but slow
progress of the first phase
stopped him in his tracks.

The rehabilitation of water
supply and drainage systems in

" Srinagar-and Jammu were to

be followed with an announce-
ment of their capacity building
in the second phase.

But the PMO decided to ex-
clude them after learning of
their slow progress. The Feb-
ruary progress report, as sub-
mitted by J-K Economic Re-
oconstruction Agency, shows no
progress in the projects that
are estimated at $123.8 mil-

* lion. The agencyisyet to award

any of the projects.

Sources said that the slow
progress was because the ERA
had not been able to provide
data and route maps of water

*"“Slow progress as
ERA had not been
able to provide data
and route maps of
water and sewer
lines to ADB’s
Project Preparatory
Technical
Assistance team’

and sewer lines to Asian De-
velopment Bank’s Project
Preparatory Technical Assis-
tance team for preparing the
loan documents. These pro-
jects are 70 percent funded by
the Asian Development Bank
with the state providing the
rest of the money.

As per ERA status report,
the worst progress is that of the
restoration of Sitlee water
treatment plant in Jammu
which was to take off last No-
vember. Its rectification would
have brought its installed ca-
pacity to 65 million litre per

day from present 39 mﬂhom
An associated project to re-
place the feeder pipelines has

also met with the %“
Both projects are schi
for completion in December.

A sub-project for provision

~ of water tankers to provide im-

mediate relief to the people not
served by pipeline or ground
water is also yet to commence. It
was scheduled for start {ast De-
cember with completion tar-
geted next January.

A similar timeframe was set
for restoring the pump stations
and water treatment plants to
their original capacity at
Rangil in Srinagar. But that
project too is waiting to be
awarded for implementation.

Improvement of drainage
systems at both towns are also
lagging and there isnoword on
their revised time schedule as
ondate. “Time schedule isun-
der assessment except for
drainage for Talab Tillo area.
Due diligence requirement of
ADB is being carried out,”
saysa government document.
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Srimagar: The CBI on Sun-
arrested a senior Jammu
and Kashmir police official

in connection with the sex
racket in the state, taking the
total number of persons
nabbed for the scandal to
eight, sources said.

Deputy superintendent of
police Ashraf Mir, one of 11
persons accused by teenager
Yasmeena of raping her, was
arrested by CBI soon after he
was identified by the girl dur-
ing two test identification pa-
i rades here, the sources said.
: The 15-year-old girl also
! gave details of the two in-
: stances when Mir allegedly
i raped her, they said.

; The agency may now take

! action against a deputy in-

: spector general in the BSF

" and a noted lawyer if they
failed to appear for an iden-
tification parade.

A meeting of senior CBI
officials in New Delhi decid-
ed to “get tough” with BSF of-

; ficer and the lawyer, who is
* the son of a former judge. The
CBI may place them under ar-
rest if they continued their
“delaying tactics”.

The agency had issued two
notices to the BSF officer, the
lawyer and Mir to appear for
a tip. Mir, currently posted in
Baramulla district, initially
reported sick and then ap-
peared before the CBI here on

held in sex scam

Sunday. The BSF officer in-
formed the agency that he is
posted in the northeast while
the lawyer last month met
CBI officials who asked him
to appear for a tip the next day.
However, he never returned
for the test.

Sabeena, the alleged king-
pin of the racket, is among
the eight persons arrested so
far by police and CBI in con-
nection with the racket.

Yasmeena had named 11
persons for allegedly raping
her. Eight of them have ap-
peared in tips during which
she identified five of them in-
cluding Mir.

The teenager, who recent-
ly recorded her statement be-
fore a judge appointed by the
Jammu and Kashmir high
court, also named another 20
people who used to visitmmsms
Sabeena’s house.

The tips involving these 20
people led to the identifica-
tion of only three persons, the
sources said.

The sex racket has caused
a lot of uproar in the state,
with political parties accus-
ing each other about the in-
volvement of their members
in the scandal. However, Yas-
meena has named no politi-
cian in her statement to the
CBI, the sources said. About
Sabeena’s role in the racket,
the CBI had approached a lo-
cal magistrate for an order to
record her statement.




he Hurriyat confer-

I ence, which calls it-

. self the true repre-
sentative of the people of

Kashmir, refused to attend

the round-table called by
the Prime Minister in
February. Unfazed by the
rebuff, Dr Manmohan Sin-
gh invited the Hurriyatists
for exclusive bilateral talks,
thus further pandering to
their foreign-tutored egos.
They came, they yapped,
and they went back with-
out the slightest change in
their secessionist ideology,
and with no commitment
at all mat they will attend
the _sécond ' roundtable
confenice  later
month.. ,

Talking to legitimate
mainstream parties of
Kashmiir on issues concer-
,ning or confronting the
people of the state is to be
welcomed. But how can
the Hurriyat which, accor-

ding” to knowledgeable |

sources, including the Na-
tional Security Adviser, MK
Narayanan, represents
only a “minuscule section”
qualify to be part of such
centre-state parleys?

Dubious dialogue

"'Why, then, is the Prime
Minister wooing the Hurri-
yat and,equally question-
ably, doing this with an air
of deference that does no
good to the prestige and
authority of the Govern-
‘ment of India? The dubi-
ous dialogue, started two
years ago, has in no way
furthered the cause of
peace and normalcy in the
terror-ravaged state.

On the other hand, the
Centre’s misconceived be-
nignity towards the rag-tag
amalgam has lent recog-
nition and respectability to
the anti-India elements,
and theréby served the
purpose of their Pakistani
.mentors of keeping the
terror pot boiling. And
boiling it certainly is, as the
recent massacre in Doda
and the unabated killings
and bomb blasts elsewhere
in the state, including in
the capital city itself, ab-
-undantly testify.

The Centre does not
seem to realise that its at-
titude to the separatists
undermines the state gov-
ernrhent which was duly
voted to power in an elec-

tion that visiting foreign .

The author i is a columnist
and former Deputy Editor-
in-Chief of the Express.

this

Sumer Kaul

media and observers un-
reservedly termed free and
fair. Worse, it has also non-
plussed the people who
braved the Hurriyat's boy-
cott call and the terrorists’
threats and came out in
unprecedented multitudes
to exercise their franchise

as Indian citizens. To see’

the national government

fficult to comprehend. Pre-
sumably there is a belief
that a dialogue with them
will sooner or later wean
them from their anti-India
ideology. Such thinking
ignores the fact that the
Hurriyat is not a bonafide
party, albeit of misguided
or disgruntled politicians.
Itis essentially a creature of

One can hear the ISI and their jehadis
laughing_all the way to the LoC! No,
Prime Minister, this won't do

pedestaling the secession-
ists sends a wrong message
to the people and may
even raise in them seri-
ously destabilising though-

ts about the future of their

. state as an inseparable part

of India, and thereby impe-
ril India’s territorial integri-
ty and consequently its
composue secular fabric.
This is not to say that the
government should have
no truck with the Hurriyat,
but they should be seen for
what they are. Where is the
need to mollycoddle them?

After all, what is Hurriyat’s.

locus standi? They say they

are the real tribune of the .

people of Jammu and
Kashmir. If there was even
a grain of truth in their
claim, they would have
fought elections. But they
resolutely refuse to do this
because they know the
outcome will nail their
boast. Nonetheless, they
want to be treated as the
paramount voice of Kash-
mir. In fact, they would not
entertain any talks with the
Centre except at the high-
est level. In other words, a
summit between Hurriyat
and India!

The sinister connota-
tions of this stance are
obvious, and yet the Centre
goes along, for reasons di-

Pakistan and faithfully ta-
kes its orders from the ISI,
even on whether and when

to meet the Prime Minister. -

The Centre knows this
but having embarked on a
wishful strategy it has con-
vinced itself that the Hurri-
yat is not monochromatic,

that while it _does have,

some Pakistan- mampula—

ted hardliners, it also has..

moderates who, with pati-
ence and pampering, can

be won over. Uncritically .

echoed by the national me-
dia, this official view gives
the word moderate a
meaning that no. diction-
ary gives.

Yes, there are two strands
in the Hurriyat, but they
are twisted round each
other. The difference at
best is one of degree, not of
kind. There are Messrs
Geelani and company who
mince no words and want
to have nothing to do with
India. They want uncondi-
tional and complete acce-
ssion to Pakistan. Period.

And there are Hurriyat
chairman Mirwaiz Umer
Farooq and suppdrters, the

so-called moderates. And

what is their take on
Kashmir? Space does not
permit a detailed expose.
Suffice it to quote some
excerpts from his recent

Secessionists Will Keep The Terror Pot Boﬂmg

interview’ with a national
daily. The Hurriyat is all for
a round table, he said, but
the round table has to be
triangular! No need to
guess what he meant be-
cause he spelled it out:
involved in the tatks should
be Kashmiri leadership
(meaning the Hurriyat),
India and Pakistan. He
supported the options put
forth by General Musharraf
and commended “the spi-
rit of Islamabad’s stance”.
The Hurriyat, he declared,
is for “an acceptable and
honourable settlement of
Kashmir”. And what would
such a settlement entail?
“We”, he declared, “are for a
solution outside the Indian
constitution”.

This is the face of the
moderates who Dr Man-
mohan Singh has chosen

* to indulge. We don't know

what all transpired: at the
New Delhi talks but, judg-

- ing by what Faroogq told the

media afterwards, the Hur-
riyat held on to their stand.
The problem, he said, has
internal and external di-
mensions.

Boundary-less J&K

The internal dimensions
relate to release of political
prisoners (read terrorists),
end to human rights vio-
lations (read withdrawal of
security forces) and repeal
of black laws (read unfet-
tered sway to jehadis and
anti-India elements). And
the external dimension

, calls for threadbare .dis-

cussion of “self rule” (read
independence from India)
and “boundary-less J&K”
(read full and free-access to
and from Pakistan). Mu-
sharraf masquerading as
Mirwaiz!

It is difficult to 1magme
any government of a sov-

- ereign country entertain-

ing such views. But ours
does. In fact, according to
his media - adviser, the
Prime Minister’s response
to the Hurriyat’s views was
to ask therh to prepare a
“mechanism” to carry for-
ward the dialogue. “We
have a meeting of minds",
heis quoted as saying; “this
augurs well for the future
of Jammu and Kashmir, for
the people of India and the
region.” This is an amazing
statement to put it mildly.
One can hear the ISI and
their jehadis laughing all
the way to the LoC! No,
Prime Minister, this won't
do. You must abandon this
perilous path.



Explosions rock Jammu
conductor killed, 35 injured

Luv Puri

JAMMU: Three grenade explo-
sions rocked the main general
bus stand here on Monday
morning, killing one person and
injuring 35 others. The blasts oc-
curred 1.5 km away from the
MAM stadium, first base camp
for the Amarnath Yatra.
Eyewitness told The Hindu
that at 7.32 am a grenade was
lobbed from an overhead bridge
on a bus headed for Katra town,
main base camp of the Vaishno
Devi Shrine. Two explosions fol-

WA

3V
o Many of the injured are pilgrims 9 B BTN

o Eight buses damaged

« Impact would have been severe had the buses been full

lowed in quick succession. A
conductor, Madan Lal of Ud-
hampur, diedon the spot

Many of the injured were pil-
grims from other parts of the
country bound for Vaishno Devi
and the Amarnath shrine. Eight
buses were damaged.

The police said the impact
would have been severe had the
buses had been full to capacity.

Soft target

The main bus stand in the
heart of the city has often been a
soft target of militants. Meh-

bus stand:

Pl 1//
\ %\ b

mood Niaz, Jammu-Kathua
Deputy InspectoriGeneral, said
security around the bus stand
was tightened and all steps were
taken to ensure passenger safe-
ty. Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi |
Azad said the blasts were the
handiwork of enemies of the
people of the State.

The government would spare
no effort to protect the lives of
people of the State and visitors
during the peak tourist season,
coinciding with the Amarnath
yatra, which was flaggéd off on
Saturday.
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Bid to derail

peace process,
says Centre %),

People of Kashmir have rebuffed 0 x
terrorists repeatedly: Manmohan -

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh has condemned
Monday’s killing of 35 innocent
civilians in the Jammu region.

“The People of Kashmir have
rejected and rebuffed terrorists
repeatedly,” he said. :

The Centre reiterated that it
would not be cowed down by
such acts of terror aimed at de-
railing the peace process in the
border State.

“We have advised authorities
in Jammu and Kashmir to re-
view security measures for mi-
| norities,” Union Home
Secretary V K Duggal told re-
porters after a high-level review
meeting here. Presided over by
Home Minister Shivraj Patil, it
was attended by top officials of
the Ministry, security and intel-
ligence agencies.

Mr. Duggal said the gunning
down of the innocent villagers
was clearly aimed at derailing
the ongoing peace process.

“All indications point to the
fact that there are elements who
are opposed to the peace process
and democratic rule. In the re-
cent Assembly byelections in
four constituencies, a high turn-
out of 76 per cent was witnessed.
Obviously, it was not to the lik-
ing of thoseppposed to the hold-

wapted to hamper the peace
‘ocess. Mr. Duggal’s reference
“is to a meeting between the
; Prime Minister and the moder-
; ate faction of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference scheduled
| here for Wednesday.

m\ N
« High-level meeting asks

J &K to review security
for minorities

« Manmohan meeting
_Hurriyat faction
tomorrow

He said the second round-ta-
ble conference, chaired by the
Prime Minister, with Kashmiri
groups, leading citizens, political
parties and others would be held
in Srinagar on May 25.

Azad rushes to State

Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad, who was in the capital, has
returned to the State. Mr. Duggal
said contingents of the Army and
paramilitary forces reached the
places where the killings oc-
curred. A Central team might
visit the area to assess the sit-
uation.

Union Water Resources Min-
ister Saifuddin Soz said the kill-
ing of innocent villagers “reflects
the cowardice of those who are
bent upon committing heinous
crimes against humanity.”

“Impose President’s rule”

Vishwa Hindu Parishad secre-
tary-general Pravin Togadia de-
manded that the
IndianConstitution be applied
in toto to Jammu and Kashmir
and that nearly three lakh dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits be re-
stored in their homes.

He termed the killings “ethnic
cleansing” and demanded impo-
sition of President’s rule in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

02 N Zue

THE HINOU



WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006

End the killings ~
o o MOW 99 5=

unday night’s carnage in the mountains of Doda and

Udhampur has demonstrated how surreal the idea

of peace remains for ordinary people in Jammu and

Kashmir. Like the welter of bombings and assassi-
nations that preceded last month’s Assembly by-elections,
the communal massacres were intended to broadcast the
contempt Islamist terror groups have for the dialogue proc-
ess — and demonstrate their ability to disrupt it. Much of the
dialogue process so far has focussed on sterile questions of
processes, legal arrangements, and representational legiti-
macy. It must instead prioritise the core concern of the
people of J&K: the killing must stop now. Hindus, Muslims,
and Sikhs across the troubled State have learned that bullets
and bombs do not choose their victims on the basis of their
religious beliefs. Terrorism in J&K is too often projected as a
war by Islamists against Hindus, a depiction amplified by
media reports that, for the most part, ignore the large-scale
killing of Muslims who were either perceived as enemies by
the armies of the jihad, or simply happened to be in the
wrong place at the wrong time. In fact, as data published
yesterday by The Hindu make clear, J&K’s Muslim civilians
have been the principal victims of the jihad Islamist groups
are waging in their name. In no year, since the jihad began in
1988, have Hindus been more than 20 per cent of civilians
killed, a figure considerably lower than their share of the
State’s population.

When All Parties Hurriyat Conference chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and his delegation meet Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh in New Delhi today, the people of J&K will
expect a forthright call for an end to the violence in the State
and, more important, an unequivocal condemnation of
those who perpetrate it. The Prime Minister, for his part,
will have to address several persistent problems. Ever since
2001, when a series of three communal massacres prompted
the State Government to enforce the Disturbed Areas Actin
the province of Jammu, progress on securing remote moun-
tain communities has been slow. Officials, arguing that it is
impossible to protect thousands of hamlets scattered across
the mountains, have focussed instead on arming local self-
defence organisations. However, members of ill-trained and
under-equipped Village Defence Committees have often
been easy terrorist targets; this experience has made many
villages, including two of those targeted on Sunday night,
refuse to take up arms. While no simple answer to the
problem is in sight, a solution obviously has to be found — so
that the killings stop. Prime Minister Singh will also need to
find means to pressure Pakistan to act against the most
likely perpetrators of the carnage, the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, if the peace process is to survive their |
depredations. The challenges are enormous, but witho;zt/
demonstrable progress peace will remain five idle letters

paper.

/
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Patil: peace
process wil

@(

roll on »<>»

‘Jammu attacks no deterrent’

Staff Reporter

JAMMU: Union Home Minister
Shivraj Patil on Tuesday said the
terror attacks in Jammu late on
Sunday night were carried out to
create a communal wedge in the
country.

Talking to reporters here after
visiting Basantgarh in Udham-
pur district where 13 shepherds
were killed, he said a strategy
was being worked out to protect
people in remote parts of the
State.

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Union Home Secretary V.K.
Duggal and senior officials ac-
companied him.

Mr. Patil reiterated that the
ongoing peace process, involving
various political groups, would
not be disturbed despite such
acts,

“We would not allow the per-
petrators of the attack to suc-
ceed in their aim to disturb
peace and tranquillity. Efforts to
find peace in the State would
continue and such attacks would
not deter us.” T

He said: “Events in the recent
past clearly give a signal and
point to the larger designs of the
country’s enemies. The holy city
of Varanasi and then Jama Mas-
jid were attacked with the aim of
dividing the brothers. Even the
Jammu attacks are part of the
same process.

“We have no doubt that a sec-
ular country like ours would give
a befitting reply to the people
who are behind these acts by
maintaining peace and tranquil-
lity. People have long under-
stood the designs of the
perpetrators of these attacks.”

Though the present strength
of troops was adequate, it had
been decided to increase the
number of Village Defence Com-
mittees and provide arms to vil-
lagers. Even the weaponry
provided to the Special Police of-
ficers would be improved. He re-
jected the separatists and

mainstream groups’ demand of
temporary demilitarisation.
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Fresh migration ~\'

N

from Doda

Two migrants in Jammu. ®
Kavita Suri

JAMMU May 3: After the
massacre of 22 Hindus in
Doda district day before
yesterday, the fresh exodus
of the members of minority
community has begun
from the upper reaches of
the district.

Over 2000 villagers from
Ghatti and Kulhan villages
have shifted from their
houses. BJP spokesman
Prof. Hari Om confirmed
the exodus and told The
Statesman that 2000 people
had migrated from various
villages. “The terrorised vil-
lagers started moving from
their houses on Tuesday
morning,” said Prof. Hari

A FILE PHOTOGRAPH

Om. The inspector general
of police, Jammu Dr SP Vaid
said that the Doda SSP told
him the villagers had come
down to Doda to meet the
BJP president Mr Rajnath
Singh. He said he had no
information about any fresh
migration from Doda.
Already around 2000
migrants from Doda have
been residing in Belicha-
rana camps on the outskirts
of Jammu. These people
had migrated from their vil-
lages when Doda witnessed
a series of massacres. The
government has failed to
provide them any security
or relief till now. They are
not ready to go back to their
houses for fear of terrorists.
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Srinagar protest against sex

scandal turns violent

YBh \/
3

Police fire in the air as mob attempts to set ablaze the house of the kingpin k\g/

Shuja’at Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Srinagar on Friday saw
aviolent protest by thousands of
people demanding stern action
against those allegedly involved
in a sex scandal. The police fired
in the air as the protesters at-
tempted to set ablaze the house
of the alleged kingpin, Sabeena,
in the Habbakadal locality. Her
house was ransacked and pulled
down.

“Eleven policemen and three
civilians were injured in the
clashes,” said Munir Khan, Se-
nior Superintendent of Police.

In response to a strike call giv-
en by the Traders Federation
and the Dukhtaran-e-Millat and
supported by others, people
came out in large numbers pro-
testing against the scandal, in
which top politicians, police offi-
cers and businessmen were al-
legedly involved.

As the mob tried to set fire to
Sabeena’s house, the police re-
sorted to a lathicharge. As it had
little effect, the police fired in
the air. This led to clashes. “We
had to intervene as the entire
locality would have been gut-
ted,” said Mr, Khan.

Massive demonstrations

Massive demonstrations were
held in other parts of the city as
well.

At many places the protests,
organised by the Muslim League
and the Democratic Liberation
Party, ended peacefully. The
protesters said that even after
about two months since the
scandal came to light, the police
had not taken any action against
the persons named by two girls
who alleged that they were lured
into the racket by Sabeena and
some surrendered militants.

Shops closed in Valley

Reports of peaceful demon-
strations were also received
from five other districts in the
Kashmir Valley, officials said.
Almost all shops and business
establishments remained closed
in Srinagar and other parts of the
Valley.

The strike hit work in govern-
ment offices, while educational
institutions, banks, courts and
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PROTESTERS’ IRE: Angry demonstrators on Friday tried to demolish the house of
Sabeena, alleged to be the mastermind in a sex scandal that has rocked Srinagai
PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

other establishments remained handed over to the Central Bu- Mr. Khan said four othe

closed. reau of Investigation on a Home were also arrested. A girl w

Ministry order. A local court on was reportedly blackmailed h

Case handedover to CBI  Friday extended police remand been placed under protecti
Meanwfiile, the case has been for Sabeen: May 13. cudtody.
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Blast kills 2 at BJP megt n

Advani to visit Uoﬁa
Batote today

HT Correspondent
Doda/New Delhi, May 13

JUST AFTER 13 days of the massacre
in Kulhand, extremists struck again

. on Saturday, killing two persons and
injuring 41 others in a grenade explo-
sion amid a BJP rally near a crowded
bus stand in Doda. The dead were iden-
tified as Bharat Bushan (37) from Doda
and Munshi Ram (40) from Batote,
both BJP activists. BJP leaders said
L.K. Advani would visit Doda and Ba-
tote on Sunday.

The bus stand turned into a pool of
blood around 11: 35 am after the blast
in the middle of the rally of more than
400 persons, who were protesting
against the April 30 Kulhand massacre
of 22 people.

Kaku Ram, who received splinter in-
juries on his chest, legs and arms, said,
“I and my companions were following
a speech. Suddenly, I heard a big bang
and found myself amid a pool of blood.
The scenes of the massacre at the dead
of the night (on April 30) were replay-

AP
Armymen airlift an injured man for
medical treatment in Jammu.

ed today in broad daylight.” Local
shopkeepers rushed the injured to
Doda district hospital. An eyewitness,
Kuldeep Kumar of Batote, whose fa-
ther Thakur Dass is among those seri-
ously injured, said, “We were more
than 300 people from Batote here in the
rally. I heard the blast from the cross-

J&K

S

1ng near the bus stand.”

There were protests and clashes
with the police immediately after the
blast. BJP supporters and relatives of
those injured fought a pitched battle
with the police that resulted in a
lathi-charge.

Party workers in Delhi on Satur-
day threatened a countrywide agita-
tion on the stepped-up violence in
Jammu & Kashmir. They will also
raise the matter vociferously in both
Houses of Parliament on Monday
with the possibility of an adjourn-
ment motion in the Lok Sabha.

Shops at the main market closed
down after the administration de-
ployed more police personnel in the
area fearing communal tension.
Deputy commissioner of Doda, Gulzar
Qureshi, directed SSP Doda, PR. Man-
has, to take immediate steps after
news reached about selective manhan-
dling of hospital staff by BJP activists.
The police have been directed to lodge
an FIR against district BJP president
Dileep Kumar for arousing tension
and manhandling hospital staff.

Meanwhile, state BJP vice-presi-
dent Hari Om termed the attack as a
failure of the state government in pro-
viding security to the people in Doda.
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Moderate Hurrlyat conference chalirman Mirwalz Umar Farooq

%

(left) with Abdul Gani Bhat In Srinagar on Thursday. PT/

PRESS TRUST OF INDJA
NEW DELHI, MAY 18

THE crucial second round
table conference,concerning
the peace process in Jammu
and Kashmir,has been
rescheduled to begin on May
24 in Srinagar. This two day
conference will be chaired
by Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh.

Official sources said the
conference, which was earlier
slated to begin on May 25, will
now start on the afternoon of
May 24. Before this, the PM
for the first time will chair a
high-level meeting of the uni-
fied command to discuss mea-
sures such as troop in reduc-
tion in the valley for Jammu

and Kashmir.

The conference will have
around 25 participants and
will be on for two days to ac-
commodate views from a
wide section of the society.
During the crucial unified
head quarters meeting, a pre-
sentation will be made by the
Army, Central Paramilitary
Forces, State Police and the
Intelligence Bureau about
militancy in the state.

Singh will review the pro-
gress made on the release of
political detinues against
whom there were no serious
offences. The conference is
considered important because
some major separatist outfits
like the Hurriyat Conference
are expected tojoin it.



Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Six people were killed
and 35, including the Inspector
General of Police (Kashmir
zone), injured on Sunday in a
terrorist attack on a Congress
rally here.

The rally was organised by the
Youth Congress to mark the 15th
death anniversary of former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Two militants, in police uni-
form, entered the Sher-e-Kash-
mir Park at 115 p.m and one of

- them started firing indiscrimi-

- nately at the podium.

~ The attack comes amid prep-

. arations for the two-day second
roundtable on Jammu and
Kashmir that begins here on
Wednesday. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh is chairing it.

. Claim responsibility

Al Mansooreen and Lashkar-
e-Taiba have claimed responsib-
ility for the attack. In a state-
! ment to a local news agency,
they said their men executed it.

Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad was scheduled to arrive at
the rally minutes after. A num-
ber of Ministers, who were pre-
sent at the venue, escaped
unhurt.

Mr. Azad visited the spot after
the operation against militants
! ended. He said the attack was a
desperate bid by militants to
show their presence.

Witnesses told The Hindu
that when the two militants, part
of a fidageen (suicide squad), en-
tered the park, a police constable
tried to question them and he
was shot dead immediately. One
of the militants then started fir-
ing towards the podium, leaving
a number of people in pools of
blood. But he could not fire at the
Ministers and Congress leaders,
as they had taken cover.

“For quiet sometime, the po-
lice and para-military men al-
lowed him to continue firing as
they thought he was policeman
responding to an attack,” Depu-
ty Inspector General of CRPF

¥ 2000
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rally, 6 killed

35 injured in the incident that comes amid preparations for rou?llidtable Whlch beglné on Wednesday

e

PANIC-STRICKEN: Congress workers and security personnel duck for cover immediately after the terrorist attack on a party rally in Srinagar on

Sunday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

(Operations) S R Ojha said.

IG injured

Soon the security forces real-
ised that he was a militant and
started retaliating. When IG
Kashmir zone K Rajendra point-
ed towards him, the militant
fired at him. Mr. Rajendra, DSP
Fajsal Ahmed, SHO Shabir
Ahmed and a sub-inspector were
injured.

Soon, both the militants were
gunned down and Deputy In-

spector General of Police (Kash-
mir range) Farooq Ahmed said
two policemen and three civil-
ians were killed. One person
died of his injuries in a hospital.

Confusion

Confusion prevailed for
sometime as people ran to save
themselves. While securitymen
and drivers moved out the Min-
isters and leaders, the rallyists
moved out cautiously. “I do not
know anything except that a po-

liceman was firing,” said Abdul
Majid, a Congress worker from
Kokernag. “It was a mayhem,”
said another worker from Bara-
mulla.

Chaos prevailed in the entire
uptown for some time, with the
police and para-military forces
firing in the air from all the di-
rections.

Journalists trapped

Many  journalists = were
trapped in the park along with

hundreds of people for some
time.

1t was a brave Ishfaqul Hassan
who managed to come out and
secure a vehicle for his col-
leagues.

“We hid ourselves in a corner
with firing coming from all
round,” said a journalist.

The scribes, including this re-
porter who rushed to the spot
immediately, had atough time to
cover the happenings, as all
routes were sealed and firing

continued from all directions.

On Saturday, four militant
outfits, which attacked the Tour-
ist Reception Centrelast year on
the eve of opening of the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad road, threat-
ened to disrupt the roundtable.
They are, Al Arifeen, Farzandan-
e-Millat, Save Kashmir Move-
ment and Al Nasreen.

Widespread condemnation: Page 12
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh will attend the sec-
ond roundtable on Jammu and
Kashmir in Srinagar beginning
on Wednesday, despite the ter-
rorist attack on a Congress rally
in the city on Sunday.

A statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office said Dr. Singh
condemned the attack, saying
such cowardly attacks would not
weaken the State people’s re-
solve to seek a peaceful resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue. “It is
only through dialogue that a
lasting solution can be found,”
he said.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi described the attack as
an act of cowardice, orchestrat-
ed by those opposed to the proc-
ess of peace and development in
the State. The brave people of
the State would not succumb to
such forces. She condoled the
death of those killed.

Home Minister Shivraj Patil
said such attacks would not
hamper the ongoing peace proc-
ess. Such attacks on innocent
people would only fuel the anger
of people against terrorists and
hasten the process of their mar-
ginalisation.

Situation reviewed

A Home Ministry spokesper-
son said the Minister was in
touch with the State Govern-
ment and keeping a close watch
on the situation. Senior officials ;
of the Ministry, along with top
security and Central forces per-
sonnelir the State; were review-
ing the security scenario there.

Special Secretary (Internal !
Security) G.S. Rajagopal, Inspec-
tor General (Operations), CRPF,
and two speciality doctors have
been sent to Srinagar.

+ Minister for Water Resources
Saifuddin Soz, in a statement,
expressed pain and anguish over
the killing of innocent persons.
He said the attack was a reflec-
tion of the frustration in the
ranks of those who do not want
peace to return to the State.

2 2 MAY 2006 THE HINDU
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Srinagar: Ahead of the second round-table con-
ference on Kashmir, militants on Sunday car-
ried out a suicide attack on a Youth Congress
rally at Sher-e-Kashmir Park here killing five
people and wounding 22, including an IGP and
two DSPs, while losing two of their men.

A string of deafening explosions rocked the
area during the exchange of fire between secu-
rity forces and militants sparking panic in the
entire city. The attack on the rally, organised by
the Jammu and Kashmir Youth Congress to re-
member former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
on his 15th death anniversary, took place at 1.15
pm, official sources said.

An Indian Reserve Police jawan was among
the dead, they said, adding IGP (Kashmir) K Ra-
jendra Kumar, who received bullet wounds in
legs, was admitted to hospital and was out of
danger.

J and K Congress chief and youth services
and sports minister Peerzada Mohammad Syed
and other party leaders had a providential es-
cape. Two deputy superintendents of police were
also wounded in the attack which took place min-
utes before chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
was scheduled to arrive at the venue.

Eye-witnesses said a number of militants dis-
guised as policemen hurled grenades and fired
indiscriminately targeting Congress leaders sit-
ting on the dias. Al Mansoorian, a shadowy out-
fit of pro-Pakistan Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack. Senior police offi-
cials, however, suspected it to be the handiwork
of Al-Umar Mujahideen.

Bullet-proof vehicles were pressed into serv-
ice to evacuate the injured to hospitals, the sources
said. People ran helter skelter when the gunshots
rang out. Panic soon engulfed the entire area, in-

Terror strike at Con
Srinagar rally, 7 d
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IGP, 2 DSPs Among 22 Hurt, Terrorists Were Disguised As PoIiciemen

Inspector general of police, Kashmir range, K Rajendra being shifted to SKIMS hospital after being
injured in a gun batlle in Srinagar. Another picture on Page 8

cluding Lal Chowk, the summer capital’s busi-
ness hub. The sources said nearly 2,000 people
were inside the park when the attack took place.

Condemning the attack, a home ministry
spokesman in New Delhi said such incidents
would not hamper the on-going peace process
in Jammu and Kashmir. “The Union home Min-
istry is in constant touch with the Jammu and

Kashmir government and is keeping a regular
watch on the situation,” he said. :

The exchange of fire lasted more than an |
hour in which both the militants were killed. !
Both the slain ultras were wearing police uni-
form, the sources said adding a large cache of :
arms and ammunition were recovered from their !
possession. agencies :
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Hurriyat not

to attend

D'l
LA

conference ***

One killed, 20 injured in grenade attacks -

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: The moderate faction
of the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference on Monday declared
that it would not attend the
round table, to be chaired by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh here ot May 24 and 25.

Amid this development, one
person was Killed and four were
injured as militants hurled a gre-
nade at a mini-bus in Srinagar.
In three similar attacks earlier,
20 people were injured.

Hurriyat Chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, after a meeting of
the amalgam’s executive, said
the decision was unanimous.

Reading out a prepared state-
ment, he said: “The Hurriyat,
representing as it does the senti-
ment of the people as well as the
dynamics, is a genuinely rele-
vant political form. As such, it
chooses to seize the opportunity
of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit to take forward the
process already in place. If the
Prime Minister pleases to agree,
we will talk to him in Srinagar as
well.

“As for participation in the
round table, the Hurriyat Con-
ference considers that a crowd
comprising political hypocrites
and even ikhwanis [former pro-,
Government militants] with no
agenda can hardly produce a re-
sult in terms of settlement of the
Kashmir problem, which the
people of the entire South Asian
region so desperately long for.
Thus, it had been decided not to
attend.”

National Conference (NC)
president Omar Abdullah, refer-
ring to the Mirwaiz wish to meet
Dr. Singh on the sidelines of the
conference, said, “If there are
meetings on the sidelines of the
round table between the Hurri-

« National Conference m
Issues & thmt .

o Jaish owns responsibility
for Monday's grenade
attacks

yat and the Prime Minister, we
will not participate in the con-
ference. And I think other like-
minded political parties should
also abstain from the round ta-
ble.”

Mr. Abdullah said in an in-
terview: “We may seek a meeting
with the Prime Minister on the
sidelines but there is no point in
having one rule for one party and
one for another.”

Grenade attacks

In grenade attacks at Safaka-
dal, Rainawari and Barbarshah
in Srinagar that targeted securi-
ty forces, 20 people, including 10
police and para-military person-
nel, were injured. The Jaish-e-
Mohammad claimed responsib-
ility for the attacks, -

In view of the Prime Minis-
ter’s visit, the entive Srinagar has
come under tight security. The
round table vénue, Sher-e-Kash-
mir International Conference
Centre, on the banks of the Dal
Lake, has been sealed. The area |
“Wears a deserted look, with al-~
most all hotels and houseboats
unoccupied. Secret cameras are
monitoring the movement of
people and vehicles.

S.M. Sahai took over as In-
spector-General of Police, Kash-
mir zone, replacing K. Rajendra
Kumar, who was seriously in-
jured in Sunday’s attack.

m
Editorial on Lashkar's
message: Page 10
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Round table, and the road home?

Two families of top Hizb-ul-Mujahideen operatives hope that the second al LN

round table on Kashmir will help their loved ones return home

Praveen Swami

« I LOVE my India,” reads the English-

language chalk graffiti above the front
door of Ghulam Ahmad’s home in the small
village of Nuss. “The kids wrote that,” he
says, flustered, “its from some film song or
the other. I mean, its not political.” Then,
pausing, Ahmad adds: “Well, it is our coun-
try too, isn’t it?”

Four years ago, Ahmad’s brother, Ghulam
Qadir Ganai, became one of the most wanted
men in Jammu and Kashmir. The Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen terrorist, who operated under
the code-name ‘Danish,’ organised the as-
sassination of State Power Minister Ghulam
Ahmad Bhat near the town of Dooru in May
2000. Ghulam Qadir was reported to have
been killed in a September 2003 shootout
near the Line of Control, but the Jammu and
Kashmir Police discount the claim, believing
it to be part of a deception operation.

Ahmad does not want to believe his broth-
er is dead either. Although Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen functionaries and the organisation’s
political patron, the Islamist leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, visited Nuss to offer their
commiseration, the family members never
travelled north to Kupwara, to visit what
they were told was Ghulam Qadir’s grave.
Nor have they ever sought to examine the
personal effects recovered from the body. “I
cannot help but hope that my only brother is
alive,” says Ganai, “and that he will one day
return home.”

Like Ahmad, families of terrorists across
Jammu and Kashmir are hoping that the
second round table conference on Jammu
and Kashmir, which Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh will preside over in Srinagar on
May 24, will help open the way for their
loved ones to return. While terrorist groups
have rejected the dialogue process, many of
the 2,000 to 3,500 Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
cadre believed to be holed out in camps in
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir are
desperately seeking a way home.

Journeys into darkness

Sixteen years ago, when the jihad in Jam-
mu and Kashmir escalated from being a low-
grade conflagration into a full-blown war,
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Ganai was an eighth-grade student at a ma-
drasa in the frontier town of Bandipora. His

‘father, a Jamaat-e-Islami cleric who had

studied at the great Dar ul-Uloom seminary
in Deoband, had hoped Ganai’s studies
would succeed him as a religious studies
teacher. Instead, fired by ideological pas-
sion, Ganai chose to join the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen and made his way to a training camp
in Pakistan.

Ever since the night Ganai chose to be-
come a soldier of the jihad, his parents lived
under constant fear: fear of his death, and
fear of the inevitable military and police
raids that would follow their son’s occasion-
al visits home.

In 1996, one such raid almost succeeded
in trapping Ganai. The intense firefight that
followed ended in the destruction of the
family home. Soon afterwards, Ganai’s fa-
ther, Ghulam Mohammad, passed away. Zai-
nab Ganai, his mother, passed away just a
few months later.

Faced with these tragedies, Ganai respon-
ded by renewing his commitment to the ji-
had. Power Minister Bhat's assassination
was just one of dozens of operations he com-
manded after 1998. However, rivals within
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen began to turn on
Ganai’s family. His uncle, Abdul Rashid Tho-
kar, was shot dead on charges of helping a
police recruitment effort in the town of Ve-
rinag; another relative, Sanger resident Mo-
hammad Akram, was killed on suspicion of
being an informer.

Disgusted, Ganai decided to cross the
LoC, hoping that he could build a new life for
himself in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir. “He knew he
could not come back home, because the ar-
my would arrest him,” says Ahmad, “and
that if he surrendered, the Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen would not allow him to live in peace.”
Ahmad chooses to believe that his brother
did succeed in making the crossing — that
the body found in Kupwara is part of an
enterprise designed to evade the ghosts of
his past.

Ever since 2003, Ahmad set about re-
building what could be salvaged of his own
life. He sold two of the five kanals of land his
family owned — 2.5 kanals make an acre —
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and used the cash to rebuild his family hotne,
Ahmad now has two children, a daughter
named Khushboo and a son, Danish, named
for his brother’s nom de guerre. Still, the
past refuses to go away. “Just two months
ago,” he says, “someone I had a dispute with
over land complained to the army that I
helped terrorists. I was questioned for two
days.”

Farooq Ahmad Deva, a road-works con-
tractor who lives in the southern Kashmir
village of Panzath, is familiar with the senti-
ment. His brother, Riyaz Ahmad, who oper-
ates under the alias “Tufail,’ is the head of the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen’s operations in the Qa-
zigund area. Riyaz Ahmad’s unit is at the
core of a well-oiled extortion racket target-
ing construction contractors in the region —
a racket that has, Deva’s rivals insist, been
designed to benefit the terrorist’s family and
its business.

Not surprisingly, the truth is opaque. Ri-
yaz Ahmad had an unexceptional life until
2001, running a family-financed bus which
operated between Qazigund and the towns
of Kulgam and Verinag, “I really do not know
why he decided to join the Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen,” says Deva, “because he never dis-
cussed politics with us. Perhaps he saw
passengers being harassed by army patrols
or was disgusted at having to pay bribes to
the police just to run his business. Who
knows?”

On the morning he left to join the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, Riyaz Ahmad met his father
and brothers at Qazigund. He had purchased
two sacks of coal which were to be shipped
home on another bus, and handed over Rs.
200 for the treatment of his ailing sister. “He
told us that he would see as at the doctor’s
office,” recalls his younger brother, Shamim
Ahmad, “and we later learned that he had
stopped to purchase newspapers in Anant-
nag, as his bus passed through the city. I saw
him once, three months later, but he
wouldn’t talk to me.”

Riyaz Ahmad’s decision to break contact
with his family members was prompted by
the desire to protect them from military and
police raids: unlike the Ganai home, their
house is intact.

Still, the family has paid a huge price for
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his decision. Both of the Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen commander’s brothers have repeatedly
been detained for questioning by the army.
which on one occasion in 2003 led to street
protests by their fellow villagers. A cousin,
Mohammad Shafi Koka, was jailed, forcing
the termination of his undergraduate
education.

“Our life is in ruins,” says Deva. The fam-
ily’s fruit orchard, he says, has been ruined
because no one wishes to lease it, fearing
raids or shootouts that might destroy the
harvest. And, contrary to the allegation of
other contractors, Deva insists his brother’s
power and influence has done nothing for
his construction business. “You have to pay
bribes to get contracts,” he says wryly, “but
no official will take one from me because
they are afraid of my brother — and as a
result, I have almost no business.”

“Ever since my son left home,” says Riyaz
Ahmad’s mother, Jana Bano, “I have spent
each evening fearing that his corpse will be
returned to us. I do not care about India and
Pakistan; all I want is that a way is found for
my child to be able to return.”

Politicians in agreement

More than a few of the politicians who will
be speaking to the Prime Minister agree —
the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
leader. M.Y. Tarigami, the People’s Demo-
cratic Party’s Mehbooba Mufti, and the Na-
tional Conference’s Omar Abdullah, to name
just three.

But turning these wishes into action pre-
sents more than a few problems. Even as the
parents of its cadre are hoping for an end to
the violence, the Hizb leadership has been
working to bring about an escalation, know-
ing that the dialogue process could strip it of
what little legitimacy it has. Much of the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen’s mid-level command,
too, profits from the extortion economy that
has flourished in the course of jihad — and
understands that war pays far larger cash
dividends than peace.

As things stand, the paths travelled by
Ganai and Riyaz Ahmad appear to be one-
way streets. What the dialogue process does
offer, though, is hope that a bend in the road
may one day appear.
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.| Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
the leadership of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference on the

gins in Srinagar on Wednesday.
The moderate faction of the
- Hurriyat at its executive meet-
ing on Monday decided to boy-
cott the conference, saying it
was too “crowded.”

Atameeting with Dr. Singhon
May 3, the faction, led by Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, agreed to
evolve a mechanism for putting

Round table begins to

o theet - -

sidelines of the two-day second.
round table on Kashmir that be-

in place a structured dialogue -

Talks with Hurri

934 J1h
ay; boycott decision

process. It favours a trilateral
approach between India, Pakis-
tan and the Kashmiris.

- Autheritative sources-in the-
Government said Dr. Singh was
unlikely to meet any groups or

_political parties on the sidelines

of the round table.

“Anyone who wishes to be a
part of the dialogue process can
meet the Prime Minister either
on May 24 or 25 when the con-
ference will be on. The Hurri-
yat’s decision to stay away is
their loss,” officials said.

NC threat

The National Conference
(NC) had threatened to pull out

if the Prime Minister agreed to
meet the Hurriyat separately

Despite the terronwtk on

~a-Congress rally two days ago in

Sinagar in which six people were
killed, the Government said such
attempts to derail the dialogue
process would not be allowed to
succeed and it reqained firm in
going ahead with the round
table.

The sources said the round ta-
ble is likely to address issues
such as trade across the Line of
Control and the plight of politi-
cal detenus.

The first round table in Febru-
ary, while recognising that the
journey to find a consensual so-
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yat unlikely

1 their loss, say officials

TAKING NO CHANCES: A security blanket has been thrown around Srinagar on the eve of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit on Wednesday to attend the two-day second round table on Kashmir. The photograph shows an alert
security man near the conference centre, overlooking the Dal Lake.

lution to the Kashmir problem
was long, requiring patience,

itude and involvement of the

te people, marked the -Gov-
ernment’s readiness to engage
various sections and groups
across the entire political spec- _
trum and civil society.

Dr. Singh then sought part-
nerships to construct a “naya”
(new) Jammu, Kashmir and La-
dakh, saying that those who did
not participate in the meet will
join, once they see the obvious
merits in sharing ideas.

NC, BJP stand: Page 14
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‘ Opens round table on Kashmir; says the Gov nment is rev1éwmg cases of detainees ) &%

CONTINUING DIALOGUE: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh flanked by Union Home Minister Shivraj P

y Patil (left) and Jammu and Kash
the second round table on Kashmir in Srinagar on Wednesday. At right, National Conference president Omar Abdullah, People’ saDsechl)rcr?;zlcej;ﬁlrlg}Stfr (jihuIaAn/; s Azad o
and State Congress chief Peerzada Syed, three of the participants. — PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD president Mehbooba Mufti

Vinay Kumar

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Wednesday
opened the second round table
on Jammu and Kashmir here,
expressing his Government’s re-
solve to protect “every resident
of Jammu and Kashmir from
terrorist acts and atrocities.”
Dr. Singh acknowledged that
there were two dimensions to
the State’s problems and dwelt
upon the Pakistan factor behind
them. “One is the relationship
between, and
the other between Delhi and Is-
' lamabad. These two dimensions
are, of course, different but each

1 affects the other. In your ex-

change of ideas here, I want you
to keep this in mind.”

In the changing environment,
the Government was reviewing
the cases of all detainees. The
review included the cases of
“those who crossed over after vi-
olating our laws and who are
now anxious to come home,” he

said.
The ernment was resolv-

'Y 2008

ed to build a prosperous future
for the State but there were
some who had the opposite wish.

“Their inhuman acts have cost
many lives, destroyed many
families. Who these elements
are, we all know well. Such activ-
ities will only make our resolve
even stronger to ensure that ev-
ery resident of the State is pro-

tected from such terrorist acts
and atrocities. We are prepared
to take every step towards
achieving this objective.”
Recalling his opening remarks
at the first round table confer-
ence in New Delhi in February,
he said every resident of Jammu
and Kashmir should lead a life of
dignity free from oppression,

poverty and fear.

The Prime Minister,speaking
in chaste Urdu, hoped that the
All Parties Hurriyat Covference,
which had met him, wuld also
“join the series of rowmd table
conferences so that tiey can
share their views with al of us.
In this connection, I hae held
discussions with leaders otother

organisations also, who had ear-
lier kept away from dialogue.”

Interaction with Hurriyat

He recalled that his May 3 in-
teraction with the moderate fac-
tion of the Hurriyat was positive.
“They are prepared to take this
forward and are ready to prepare
specific proposals. I hope that at

Shujaat gul;hari
SRINAGAR: A general strike and
an unprecedented security for
the round table threw normal
life out of gear in Srinagar and
other parts of Kashmir Valley.

Despite tight security,
militants hurled a grenade in
Qamarwari area, leaving eight
people, including four security
personnel, injured.

1t was a curfew-like situation
in Srinagar, particularly near
Dal Lake, where Dr. Singh
chaired the Unified

Headquarters meeting and the
second round table-A three-
tier security was in place
within a radius of five-km
radius of the Sher-e-Kashmir
International Conference
Centre.

Bulletproof bunkers

The Prime Minister’s Special
Protection Group took
complete control of the venue.
Contingents of police and
paramilitary forces maintained
strict vigil with barricades of
bullet-proof bunkers at every

100 metres. |

$he whole area from Dalgat
onwards had been sealed since
Sunday, when militants

‘attacked a Youth Congress

rally, killing six civilians.

The area adjoining Dal Lake
was declared out of bounds.

A CBI team, which was
supposed to be present in the
High Court in connecion with
a sex abuse scandal, wis
stopped at Humhama.

Responding to a strile call
by the Syed Ali Geelani‘ed
factipf of All Parties Huriyat

Grenade attack injures 8; strike hits normal life

Conference and supported by
the Kashmir Bar Association
and other separatist
organisations, shops and
business establishments,
schools and government offices
remained closed. Vehicles were
also off the road.

The police placed Mr.
Geelani under house arrest at
his Hyderpora residence.

Thanking the people for
paying heed to his call, Mr.
Geelani told The Hindu that it
makes it evident “what people
of Kashmir want.”
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the appropriate time they wi,
also join the series of round tabl
conferences.”

The focus of the round tabl
should be on four key areas
First, what are those political in
stitutions and arrangement:
that can strengthen the relation-
ship between the State and the
Centre? He stressed on security
of the people, human rights and
good governance. Second, how
can the different regions in the
State, while recognising their
distinct identities, be brought
close to each other? Third, wha:
is the economic future of th
State? Fourth, what are the ste}
necessary to restore public se’
confidence; how can regior
identities be strengthened,
that they can blossom. And finz
ly, what are the institutional a
rangements that can bri
people from both sides of !
LoC closer?

AlIMS status

Dr. Singh announced that t!
Jammu Medical College wor
be accorded AIIMS status.
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Srinagar: Talking tough, Pri-
me Minister Manmohan Sin-
gh on Wednesday asserted
that attempts by “some eleme-
nts” within J & K to disrupt
peace would be firmly thwart-
ed and proposed focus on a
five-point programme to build
anew Kashmir.

Addressing the second
roundtable conference, the
PM said the welfare of J and
K “is of top most priority” of
the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment. He said it was the
government’s endeavour to
put behind the tragic memo-
ries of the past while work-
ing to build a prosperous fu-
ture for the state.

Singh, who is having the
second such meeting in three
months, said “There are some
elements within the state who
do not wish this dream to be-
come a reality. Their inhu-
mane acts have cost many
lives, destroyed many fami-
lies. Who these elements are,
we all know,” he said without
elaborating.

Condemning acts of vio-
lence, Singh said government
would ensure that every res-
ident of this state was pro-
t tected from such terrorist acts
. and atrocities. “We are pre-
i pared to take every step to-
- wards achieving this objec-
‘. tive, We condemn such activ-

itiesand wxﬂ.ensure that such
e waid.

: ’ing his meeting

;ﬁPM 5-p onh/
7f‘plan to bﬁll
\ new Kashmir

Prime Minister during a
conference in Srinagar on
Wednesday

with the Hurriyat leaders ear-
lier this month in Delhi as
“positive”, he said they were
prepared to take the dialogue
process forward and were
‘ready to prepare specific pro-
posals.

Suggestmg that the lead-
ers representing different
shades of opinion focus on
five areas, he said these in-
cluded strengthening securi-
ty of the people, human rights
and good governance, bring-
ing closer different regions of
the state while recognising
their distinct identities, work-
ing on economic future of the
state and firming up institu-ms
tional arrangement to bring
people from from both sides
of LoC closer aeencies

.
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‘CASES OF DETAINEES IN PoK BEING REVIEWED’

PM hint§h §E

ultra amnesty

e

Kavita Suri m (

SRINAGAR, May 24: The
Prime Minister today hinted
at a general amnesty to
Kashmiri militants stranded
in Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) who want to
return home and join the
mainstream.

“In the light of changing
environment, we are
reviewing the cases of all
detainees including those
who have crossed over after
violating our laws and who

are now anxious to come’

home,” a statement issued
by the Prime Minister at the
Sher-e-Kashmir Inter-
national Convention Centre
said.

“It is our effort and desire
that there should be pros-
perity on both sides of the
Line of Control. For this, we
wish that those highways
which are - opening up
between the two sides
should be used not only for
travel or tourism but also for
trade and commerce,” said
Dr Manmohan Singh
adding that many Kashmiri
militants in PoK are desper-
ate to return home and they
have openly expressed their
desire to unite with their
families and shun the path
of the gun. Several Kashmiri
leaders including Mr Omar
Abdullah have advocated

?ﬁﬂg

The Prime Minister at the
round-table meet. @ AFP

general amnesty to strand-
ed militants in Pok.

Addressing a second
round-table conference, Dr
Singh said the welfare of
Jammu and Kashmir was of
topmost priority of the UPA
government. He assured the
chief minister that funds
will not be a problem. He
suggested a five-point pro-
gramme to build a new
Kashmir.

The Prime Minister asked
security forces in the terror-
ism-hit state of Jammu and
Kashmir to ensure maxi-
mum security and “observe
human rights” besides “zero
tolerance” for custodial

“death.”

“The forces should be
people-friendly and avoid

oy STATESWAY

Siachen talks
fail

NEW DELH]I, May 24: With
Islamabad refusing to agree
on authentication of
present troop positions on
the Siachen glacier, the
talks between India and
Pakistan on
demilitarisation of the
world’s highest battlefield
failed to yield any
breakthrough here today,
but the two countries
decided to continue with
the ceasefire there. 8 PTI

any collateral damage dur-
ing combating militancy”,
he said adding while taking
action against militants,
every care must be taken to
avoid any damage to the
innocents.

“It is possible and desit-
able that you shouild be firm
but humane, effective and
efficient, in control but
intrusive,” Dr Singh said
adding the security forces
“must be steadfast in their
commitment to human
rights.

While condemning acts
of violence, the PM also set
a motto for the security
forces: “maximum security
with minimum disturbance
to normal life”.

B Apother report on page 4
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Srinagar, May 25. Four tour-
ists from Gujarat, including
two children, were killed in
a militant attack on a day
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh concluded his visit to
Kashmir.

In the second strike on
tourists this week, militants
this evening hurled a grena-
de at a bus carrying tourists
from Surat at Batpora on the
outskirts of the city.

The grenade exploded in-
side the bus, injuring 11 pass-
engers, four of whom died in
the Soura Medical Institute.
Doctors said the others, all
tourists, are admitted in the
hospital.

The victims were identifi-
ed as Thinnal and Robin, bo-
th 8, Krishna, 15, and Khus-
boo, 18.

Earlier this week, one tou-
rist and a local driver were
killed and four injured when
militants hurled a grenade at
a bus from Sonamarg at
Soura on the outskirts of
Srinagar.

Thousands flock to the Va-
lley during summer and the
swelling crowd forced even
the Prime Minister to cut sh-
ort his visit as extraordinary
security arrangements had
been causing inconvenience
to tourists and local people.

Because of the tight secu-
rity, the tourist bus today had
to goround the Dal Lake. The
round-table conference, whi-

ch brought Singh to )
yzer

was being held on.
side of the lake.



Rehabilitation important:

Special Corresponent

SRINAGAR: In a mgmﬁca/r?t/fl‘lel-

opment, the Prime Minister said
that in the context of Thursday’s
round table and the voices heard
“it is important that in our ef-
forts at nation-building, we win
back as our own the destitute
families of those terrorists who
have been killed in police ac-
tion.”

“We have initiated a number
of schemes for rehabilitation of
orphans who have been victims
of terrorism. Such schemes must
be extended to all orphans who
need help in building for them-
selves a life free from violence
and perceived revenge, as up-
right citizens of this great State
of India,” Dr. Singh said. He said
this was an area where all can
work together and ensure that
succour and relief are provided

to the w1dows and orphan of
victims of violence. The Prime
Minister said this will be “our
surest and immediate contribu-
tion to the peace and prosperity
that we all crave for.”

He said he will direct the
Union Home Ministry and the
State Government to work out a
credible mechanism of support
for these families.

Responding to another com-
mon demand from Kashmir pol-
iticians, he said he will request
the Home Ministry to review on
a quarterly basis cases of youths
from the State which are not of
serious nature and set free those
that can be released.

“Let this now not be linked to
meetings and conferences but an
ongoing process. My own office
will monitor this every quarter,”
he added.

The Prime Minister said that

N
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at his mstance e Ministry had
examined all cases of detention
and released in two rounds dete-
nus against whom there were no
serious cases.

On economic development,
he said various measures would
be taken. “In addition to estab-
lishing a mechanism, 1 assure ev-
eryone that no efforts will be
spared for the economic empo-
werment of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir,” he told the
conference.

In regard to problems of dis-
placed people of the State, he
said it “is a live one.” “I do realise
that lives have been disrupted,
livelihoods have been lost and
homes uprooted as a result of
this. In addition to efforts at res-
toring normalcy in the State to
facilitate their return, I request
the State Government to expe-
dite the issue of identiqiards to
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migrant families in a time-
bound manner in the next six
months,” Dr. Singh added.

On the peace process with Pa-
kistan, he said he had repeatedly |
conveyed to President Pervez
Musharraf and the people of Pa-

kistan that India was sincerely |
committed to peace and devel- ,

opment in this region.

Committed to peace

He said the Government was
sincerely committed to peace
and development in the region.
“I have said it repeatedly to Pa-
kistan President Pervez Mush-
arraf. Our Government is
committed to resolving all out-
standing issues with Pakistan,
including the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir. There is also real-
isation that terrorism is an ene-
civilised societies,” he

l




Shujaat Bukhari
and Vinay Kumar

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Thursday an-
nounced setting up of five

| syt thon those predent or

working groups to resolve the is-
sues confronting Jammu and
Kashmir.

The groups will deal with im-
proving the Centre’s relations
with the State, furthering the re-
lations across the Line of Con-
trol,  giving a boost to the
economic development of the
State, rehabilitating the desti-
tute families of militants and re-
viewing: cases of detainees and
ensuring good governance.

The announcement, made at
the end of the two-day round
table here, was endorsed by the
conference and included in 2
statement.

To submit reports

Dr. Singh said the groups
would submit reports to the
Government and they would be
discussed in the third round ta-
ble.

The groups would deal sep-
arately with the confidence
building measures across the
segments of society in the State;
strengthening  the relations
across the Line of Control, de-
ve{ging the economy, ensuring
good governance and strength-
ening the ties between the State
and‘the Centre. .
FOUPSs _should comprise

those nominated by parties and i
ps who could look more |

closely at the issues and e
problems. GIFT FROM KASHMIR: Pr
The measures that would Kashmir Chief Minister

come under the groups include
improving the condition of peo-
ple affected by militancy, evolv-
ing schemes to rehabilitate all
orphans and widows affected by tions across the LoC include
militancy, relaxing the condi- simplifyingthe procedures to fa-

tions for persons who have fore- cilitate 1, ingreasing the
sworn militancy and providing 809 raffic, opening up new
utes, such as Kargil-Skardu,

employment for Kashmiri Pan-

dits.
The steps to improve rela-
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Prime’ Minister Man
Ghulam Nabi Aza

and expanding people-to-people
contact, including promotion of
pilgrimage and group tourism.
Without mentioning the au-
tonomy demand (by the Nation-
al Conference) and self-rule Gy
the PDP), the fifth group will de-

THE ®ivtu

mohan Singh being presented with a Ka
d after the round table in Srinagar oR
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Jiberate upon matters relating to
the special status of Jammu and
Kashmir within the Indian
union and methods of strength-
ening democracy, secularism
and the rule of law in the State.
It will also deliberate upon ef-

shmiri samovar by Jammu and
Thursday. - PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

fective devolution of power
among different regions

Appointment of conveners

Dr. Singh suggested appoint-
ing a snitable convener for each
of the working groups. The com-

pos@tion of these groups could be
decided in consultation with all
leaders.

Acknowledging that people
were put to inconvenience due
to the prevailing situation, Dr.
Singh said it must be understood
that this scenario was the result
of the actions of certain ele-
ments.

He had instructed the security
forces to be “more mindful” of
human rights and be sensitive to
the liberties and self-respect of
ordinary people.

But “at the same time it is our
collective responsibility to cre-
ate an atmosphere where the
people of the State can be free
from the fear of oppression and
terrorist activities and go about
their normal lives like their fel-
low countrymen.”

“If this requires strengthen-
ing the State police _ both in
numbers and materially _ the
Central Government will be
willing to support that.”

(Cut shorts visit

Prime Minister cut short his
visit to Kashmir and decided t¢
give up his plan of spending an
evening watching the waters of
Dal Lake from Raj Bhavan in
view of media reports that his
stay was causing inconvenience
to visitors due to security
reasons.

“The Prime Minister, after go-
ing through reports, decided to
cut his evening of relaxation and
take a flight back to Delhi.” his
media advisor Sanjay Baru told
reporters.

Stringent security measures,
which threw life out of gear in
Srinagar for three days, had
evoked severe criticism in both
print and electronic media, with
people questioning the timing of
the conference at the peak tour-
ist season.

More reports on Page 12
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Evaluation of the Prime Minister’s Srinagar foray would be akin to that classic as$ess-
ment of a half-glass of water ~ half empty or half full? For whatever positives might.
have emerged were cancelled by the negatives. Those.who argue that by going ahead
despite preceding violence the terrorists were snubbed must understand that the exten-
sive security measures were deemed repressive by local communities. Immediately dis-
proved was Manmohan Singh’s theory of maximum security, minimum inconvenience.
The failure to ensure the Hurriyat’s participation, but a willingness to keep talking with
them underscores why the group finds it profitable to remain séparatist in. more senses
than one, its stock has risen in the Valley. And the much-hyped working groups were set
up to deal with issues raised previously ~ not what emerged at the more publicised than
purposeful meet. Sure the Prime Minister reaffirmed a commitment to the negotiation
process, and some of his gestures were appreciated, but gestures (and gimmicks) are no
substitute for governance.” -

As with Round-table I, there was little evidence of a direction to New Delhi’s J&K po-
licy, despite much interaction over the years. It cannot be that every change in the poli- -
tical complexion of Raisina Hill means starting afresh ~ the Government of India is a
continuing entity. Surely the time for “checking out” the situation has long passedand a
road map, or its contours, is presented. Politically the Prime Minister finds himself cau-
ght in a vicious circle by taking the round-table route. To resume the debate at a lower
level would create huge ego problems, but the status of the Prime Minister ~ it is not just
a Manmohan Singh matter - is diminished when so little accrues. Prior to Round-table
III there is need for effective action at the official, political and Track-II levels. It is
unacceptable that a conglomerate with little more than successful “hartals” to its name
not only equates itself with those with election-established credentials, but deems itself
superior. To use a stock phrase, theie is homework to be done. Alas, little can be ex-
pected from those unaware that Srinagar’s tourist season peaks in May ~ the excuse )
trotted out for the PM advancing his return flight to the Capital. Empty handed.-

e
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oderate faction led by Mir-

CORRESPONDENT waiz Omar Farooq.

New Delhi, May 26: The mod-
erate Hurriyat and other sepa-
ratist groups, which have twi-
ce spurned Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s invitation
to join the roundtable confer-
ence, might find themselves
out in the cold when the next
phase of the talks is held.

Official sources said the
Centre is considering not to in-
vite the Hurriyat and some
other separatist leaders for the
next roundtable and to accom-
modate them only if they sh-
ow their willingness and firm
commitment to join the demo-
cratic dialogue process.

After sending signals thro-
ugh various unofficial chan-
nels about joining the round-
table conference this week, the
moderate Hurriyat had back-
ed out at the eleventh hour,
causing embarrassment to the
Prime Minister and the Jam-
mu and Kashmir government.

However, sources said the
Hurriyat’s decision to stay
away from the roundtable was
not unanimous. Fearing that
its absence from the talks
could cause political damage
in the long run, at least two
members of the executive
committee were keen to join
the conference but could not
because of the majority deci-
sion against them, said a sen-
ior home ministry official.

Some Kashmir cbservers
within the government also
see this as signal of a split
within the moderate Hurriyat.
The All-Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference had earlier broken up
into the hardline faction led by
Syed Ali Shah Geelani and the

“If a further break-up
takes place in the Hurriyat
ranks and gives birth to anoth-
er faction — a more moderate
one, it will definitely demor-
alise Pakistan’s game plan to
dictate terms in Kashmir af-
fairs,” said a source.

Working groups

The Centre has advised the
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment to immediately consti-
tute five working groups in an
effort to establish a
mechanism to carry the
roundtable dialogue forward.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh had suggested cre-
ation of the working groups to
look into issues and problems
faced by Jammu and Kashmir.

“To give these groups a
wider representation, the con-
venors and members will be
from the mainstream parties
of Jammu and Kashmir,” said
a senior home ministry
official,

The Mirwaiz addresses a
gathering in Srinagar. (AFP)
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Geelani rejects invitation - <
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“We consider the round table conference a futile exercise”

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR-Making scathing at-
tacks on the moderate Hurri-
yat Conference, Syed Ali
Geelani, the head of its har-
dline faction, on Saturday
termed the second round ta-
ble conference scheduled to
be held in Srinagar on from
May 24-25 as a “farce and at-
tempt to give legitimacy to
the status quo in Kashmir.”
He rejected the invitation ex-
tended to him by the
government.

At a news conference here,
‘Mr. Geelani said, “an invita-
tion signed by Special Secre-
tary G.S. Rajagopal of the

Union Home Ministry was
delivered to me at 8,30 am
this morning, inviting me to

the round table conference. .

Since we consider the confer-
ence a futile exercise we have
rejected the invitation,” he
said

Maintaining that except
the implementation of the
United Nations resolutions,
there was no other way tb
solve the Kashmir issue, Mr
Geelani said “bilateral nego-
tiations and dramas like
round table conferences will
not serve any purpose.” The
only method to address the
Kashmir issue and take con-
crete steps to resolve it was to

i o MY

28 MAY?U”

have a trilateral dialogue be-
tween India, Pakistan and
representatives of the Kash-
miri people. “In that dialogue
also we will not discuss self-
rule or autonomy or making
the Line of Control a perma-
nent border but only the im-
plementation of the UN,
resolutions.” He ruled out
any reconciliation with New
Delhi until “it accepts Kash-
mir as a disputed territory,
withdraws its forces and all
Acts giving special powers to
the forces and ensures genu-
ine political activity.”
Without naming the mod-
erate Hurriyat Conference,
he said, “those who are talk-

ing about working in a risky
situation have not even seen
the .prison for a single day.
What rigsk they are talking
about. Ask those who have
been langnishing in Sangroor
and Jodhpur.” Mr. Geelani
said those who have been
holding talks with Delhi or
visiting Pakistan - are also
“furthering the Indian and
U.S. agenda which is to main-
tain the status quo in Kash-
mir.” The .opening of the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road
last year and now starting a
truck service are part of the
“same game plan” supported
by these so-called separatist
leaders, he said.
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Through the looking glass in J&K

New Delhi’s dialogue with the All Parties 9.5
Hurriyat Conference has reached an impasse.

Praveen Swami

€¢ OW here, you see,” said the Queen
in Lewis Carroll’'s masterpiece,

Through the Looking Glass, “it

takes all the running you can do to
keep in the same place. If you want to get some-
where else, you must run at least twice as fast as
that.”

Less than two years after the National Demo-
cratic Alliance initiated what was marketed as a
historic engagement with the All Parties Hurri-
yat Conference, the dialogue process in Jammu
and Kashmir has reached an impasse. New Delhi
has let it be known that it no longer intends to
continue separate high-level dialogue with the
APHC, after the secessionist grouping refused to
participate in Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s second round table conference on Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Just how did this breakdown come about?
APHC chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq had said
his organisation did not wish to waste its time in
what he characterised as “a seminar,” and as-
serted that it saw no purpose in any bilateral
process. Mirwaiz Farooq’s assertions are mysti-
fying, given the fact that he has participated in
bilateral dialogue with both President Pervez
Musharraf and Prime Minister Singh in the re-
cent past — not to mention several international
seminars on the conflict.

Nor are APHC claims that New Delhi is in-
transigent plausible. Prior to the second round
table, the secessionist coalition had laid down
three conditions. It asked that the process in-
clude only major parties; that it be preceded by
separate negotiations with the Prime Minister;
and that formal invitations be delivered by the
government itself, rather than the covert ser-
vices. Each of these demands was met. Notably,
just 27 participants were invited to the round-
table, down from 75 at the first round held in
February.

In March, when General Musharraf acknowl-

CARTOONSCAPE

What could now lie ahead?

edged the diversity of political forces in Jammu
and Kashmir by meeting National Conference
president Omar Abdullah, the road to the second
round table seemed open. At a seminar in Ka-
rachi, the Mirwaiz accepted that “all traditional
slogans” had become redundant. Soon after-
wards, he proclaimed his willingness to discuss
“concepts like self-governance and self-rule.”
“We need to carry others along,” he said, adding
that the “state structure has to be kept in mind.”

What changed in the days before the second
round table? For one, pressure from.Islamist
terror groups became intense. Soon after Gener-
al Musharraf’s meeting with Mr. Abdullah, the
apex organisation of Pakistan-based terrorist
groups, the United Jihad Council, staged a pro-
test against what it saw as a betrayal. “The sacri-
fices offered by the Kashmiris,” a UJC statement
asserted, “demand that common people and Mu-
jahideen should get united and take the struggle
to its logical conclusion.”

By mid-May, Hizb-ul-Mujahideen emissaries
had made clear to Mirwaiz Farooq thatan APHC
decision to participate in the second round table
— and thus deny their jihad legitimacy — would
make its leaders targets for attack. A statement
issued by the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen’s chief, Mo-
hammad Yusuf Shah, publicly attacked the
“pointless moderation” of the secessionist lead-
ership. Mirwaiz Farooq buckled, and called for
the “political, diplomatic and military fronts” of
the “Kashmiri resistance” to work “in unison.”

As things stand, the APHC has retreated into
the realm of cliché. At one recent rally, Mirwaiz
Farooq characterised its objective as “freedom
and freedom alone,” not “jobs, subsidies or pow-
er.” It isn’t hard to see the contradictions be-

tween the cleric’s position and the! vision he
articulated in Karachi, or to dismiss his recent
actions it as fear-driven hypocrisy. However,
hard-headed political considerations underpin
the APHC’s decision to go along with the jihadi
fiat, which need careful examination.

Principal amongst these is the realisation that
the APHC simply cannot afford to share the
table with political competitors. Should the or-
ganisation be called on to put its representation-
al claims to the test prior to the resolution of the
conflict in Jammu and Kashmir, there is little
doubt that it would be obliterated by better orga-
nised mass parties like the National Conference
and the People’s Democratic Party. With no real
bases of support outside of Srinagar, the APHC
would be fortunate to pick up half-a-dozen As-
sembly seats.

In 2004, the APHC agreed to talks hoping to
position itself as the sole arbiter of the State’s
political future: as a medium between New Del-
hi, Islamabad, and the mujahideen, which would
be handed power in a deal of the kind that re-
turned Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah to office in
1973. “If,” Mirwaiz Farooq argued in defence of
his decision not to join the round table, “at some
point of time we feel that others should also be
involved in the process we shall devise the mech-
anism. Let Delhi not bother about that. Leave
that to us.”

Prime Minister Vajpayee’s regime might have
been comfortable with this kind of arrangement
— witness its refusal to discuss State autonomy
with Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah. Others
were not. Prime Minister Singh’s National Secu-
rity Adviser M.K. Narayanan came to believe the
keys to peace lie in Islamabad, not Srinagar. N.N.

wAND | SHALL

LooK INTo THE
OTHER ASPECTS OF
HIGHER EDUCATION

AFTER | BECOME
PRIME MINISTER,.,

Vohra, the Government’s official interlocutor on
Jammu and Kashmir, for his part, argued for an
broad-based dialogue, rather than one over

on its claims that it could influence terrorist
groups. Indeed, it even failed to condemn con-
tinued violence as the dialogue proceeded ahead.
Mirwaiz Farooq, notably, condemned the recent
killing of four tourists only on the grounds that it
would hurt the State’s economy; the murder of
three Congress activists in an earlier terrorist
attack in Srinagar failed to move his conscience
enough to even merit a mention in his speeches.

As Omar Abdullah recently pointed out, this
silence is of a piece with the APHC’s past prac-
tice: “Ask him,” he told journalists, “to name the
people who killed his father or [the APHC lead-
er] Abdul Gani Lone.” Answers to that question
are evident in the fact that the APHC chairman,
as well as other major secessionist leaders, are
protected by Jammu and Kashmir Police and
travels in a government-provided bullet-proof
vehicle. Now, it is clear, the APHC will have to
choose which team it wishes to play for.

Challenges ahead

How might things go from here? One thing is
certain: movement will not be rapid. Once the
five committees Prime Minister Singh hopes will
take the round table process forward are found-
ed, discussions will begin on several complex
ideas. These include the National Conference’s
calls for greater constitutional autonomy, the
PDP’s demand for an elected Governor, and the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader’s
proposals for the creation of district and prov-
ince-level elected bodies intended to meet re-
gional aspirations.

To make this dialogue credible, New Delhi will
have to find means to compel Pakistan to deliver
on its promises to end cross-border support for
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir. Despite Gen-
eral Musharraf’s public support for the round
table, the fact is that he has so far shown no sign
of acting against the terrorist groups seeking to
sabotage it. Indeed, terrorism serves Pakistan’s
interests well: continued violence in Jammu and
Kashmir, after all, is the sole leverage it has to
secure concessions at the negotiating table.

New Delhi might also do well to direct its
attention inwards. Introspection is, in partic-
ular, needed on the United Progressive Alliance
Government’s failure to arrive at a coherent vi-
sion of what it would like Jammu and Kashmir’s
political future to look like. Prime Minister
Singh has reached out to an extraordinary range
of scholars, retired administrators, activists, and
even the odd eccentric in his search for new
ideas. So far, though, official policy on Jammu
and Kashmir is yet to acquire a clear voice.

As a consequence, India’s search for peace
remains mired in indecision. Prime Minister
Singh, unlike his predecessors, is without the
services of leaders like former Union Minister
Rajesh Pilot, who had the authority and influen-
ce to execute hard decisions. Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, for her part, has also relied on
proxies, notably the PDP, often to the detriment
of her own party’s interests in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Both, therefore, remain directly vulnerable
to the political costs that peacemaking entails.

Is there an easy way out? Imagining solutions
for the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir is not
difficult. Dozens of plans, drawing on everything
from territorial disputes in Europe to the ideas
underpinning the Partition of India, have prolif-
erated in recent years. What the second round
table has made clear, though, is that Jammu and
Kashmir is not just a problem: it is, instead, a
place inhabited by people; people with conflict-
ing concerns for which there is no tidy solution.

“Idon’t want to belong,” said Alice in Through
the Looking Glass, “to someone else’s dream.”
Somehow, those concerned with Jammu and
Kashmir’s future are going to have to work to
imagine a future they are all willing to wake up
to.

whicl'the APHC commanded a veto.
\0 . w Delhi’s hardening position was driven, in
no- ﬁ \ Sr l small part, by the APHC’s inability to deliver



Hurriyat

Statesman News Service

JAMMU, April 18: The All
Party Hurriyat Conference
today hinted that it won't
participate in the forth-
coming Prime Minister’s
round table conference in
Srinagar next month as
“New Delhi hadn't done
enough on Kashmir.”
- Instead, the party
angjoifnced that it “would
hold a paraliel lntra-reglon

round table conference in

Kashmir in which people
from all the five regions of
the united state of Jammu
and Kashmir would partici-
pate.

“Though we are trying to
find a common ground
with New Delhi, the fact
remains that the Indian
government has not dong

plans e

Kashmir peace process,”
said Mr Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq . He was addressing
a Press conference here this
afternoon.

“The peace process itself
is very slow and there are
many things which can
slow it down further.
Therefore, we need an

atmosphere to build mufu-
@l trust and also to aceeler-

ate the process,” he said

The government of India
need to show more flexibil-
ity, adopt more positive
attitude towards Kashmir
and become more sincere
in resolving Kashmir issue,
he added.

Advocating a two-tier
approach to  resolve
Kashmir issue, Mr Hussain
said that the Centre should

iontdl round table

ﬁ:ink as to how the situa- Kashmir.
tion can be improved on ‘Ultra camps thriving’
ground. Union home secretary Mr
Besides, it needed to VK Duggal today said there
focus on intra-regional dia-  was proof of active militant
logue so as to meet the training camps in Pakistan
aspirations of all the five and accused the neighbour
regions ~ Jammu, Kashmir, county of continuing the
Ladakh, PoK and northern  policy of terror in the valley.
areas of the erstwhile pri- “We have proof that the ter-
ncely state of Jammu and

ror 1nfrastructure sull emsts
Kashmgir. He g Pa and.theye are
logue - i
process«miaﬂw:wer mere-
words until®there was no
change in ground situa- |
tion. He called for release
of detainees and the revok-
ing of Armed Forces Special
Powers Act and Disturbed
Area Act.

As part of a confident
building measure, he said
that India should reduce
the strength of troops in

d the o




“Grenade after grenade ahead of conference

RASHID Ahmad 9

Srinagar, April 14 y\f« - \

X

A SERIES of grenade attacks
rocked Srinagar on Friday,
killing five persons and injuring
at least 30 others including four
security personnel. Four mili-
tants groups - Islamic Front,
Jamiat-ul Mujahideen, al-Manso-
rain and Jaish-e-Mohammad —
claimed responsibility, prompt-

ing IGP K. Rajendra to say a new -

group appeared to have become
active in the city.

Militants first lobbed a hand
grenade near Central Telegraph
Office at 11.50 am, injuring two
BSF soldiers. The later grenades
were lobbed at a CRPF post,
killing two civilians and injuring
eight, a CRPF vehicle (three
killed, six injured), a police vehi-
cle (two civilians and two cops in-
cluding a woman injured), the Qa-
marwari quarter (no casualty),
and a CRPF-police patrol (seven
cops and five civilians injured).

The blasts were triggered to

15 APk 2004

The grandmother of one of the dead.

step up violence ahead of the
May 25 roundtable conference on
the Kashmir issue in Srinagar.
Separatist leaders whose names
didn’t figure on the invitee list
and militants seem to have joined
hands to cause the blasts to strike
at the second roundtable confer-
ence, sources said. Prime Minis-

the fuidw s oo aime?

ter Manmohan Singh will pre-
side over the conference.

A group of over a dozen jour-
nalists, intellectuals and politi-
cians from Pakistan are arriving
here on Saturday, after a two-day

~ seminar on Kashmir in Jammu.

The series of blasts, coming af-
ter a lull of months, has un-
nerved authorities. A red alert
has been sounded in the entire
city. IGP K Rajendra termed the
blasts as acts of desperation on
the militants’ part. “They want to
sabotage the peace pracess”, he
said. The IG said the explosions
were triggered to intimidate
guests from Pakistan too.

Rajendra said the blasts could
be the handiwork of some new
militant outfit.

Chief minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad and deputy chief minister
Muzaffar Hussain Baigh have
condemned the blasts. Azad said
most of the dead and injured
were devotees, going to Hazratbal
on the Friday-following Prophet
Muhammad'’s birthday.



anmohan: wrong to li

normalisation with Kashmir

FREES

“Time has come to leave behind animosities, misgivings of the past”
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NEW LINK: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh flagging off the bus to Nenkana Sahib in Amvritsar on Friday. Beside
him are Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh (extrenie left) and Deputy Chief Minister Rajinder Kaur Bhattal
(third from Ieﬁ) ~ PHOTO: AFP

Amit Baruah

AMRITSAR: - The peace process
with Pakistan must “ultimately
culminate” in a treaty of peace,
security and friendship, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh said
here before flagging off the first
Amritsar-Nankana Sahib bus
since 1947,

Dr. Singh said Friday was an
emotional day for every Sikh
since the Golden Temple and
Nankana Sahib, two of Sikhism’s
holiest shrines, had been linked.

“On this historic occasion, I
send my greetings to the people
of Pakistan and to President Per-
vez Musharraf,” Dr. Singh said.

It was wrong to link the nor-
malisation of relations between
| Indiaand Pakistan with findinga
“solution to the Kashmir issue.
Suggesting a step-by-step ap-

proach, Dr. Singh said both sides
should begin a dialogue with the
people “in their areas of control”
to improve the quality of govern-
ance. Borders, which could not
be redrawn, should be seen as
“just lines” on the map so that
the people on both sides of the
Line of Control were able to
move freely and trade with each
other.

“l also envisage a situation
where the two parts of Jammu
and Kashmir can, with the active
encouragement of the Govern-
ments of India and Pakistan,
work out cooperative, consulta-
tive mechanisms.”

“Meaningful agreement”

Speaking in chaste Punjabi to
a huge crowd, the Prime Minis-
ter said it was possible for India

25 MR 2008

and Pakigtan to come to a “mea-
ningful agreement” on the Sia-
chen, Sir Creek and Baglihar
dam issues. “I am convinced we
can move forward, if all con-
cerned are willing to accept the
ground realities, if all concerned
take a long view of history and of
our destiny. The time has come
to leave behind the animosities
and misgivings of the past and to
think the unthinkable of moving
together.”

According to Dr. Singh, New
Delhi sincerely believed that a
strong, stable, prosperous and
“moderate” Pakistan was in the
interest of both India and South
Asia, “We are sincerely commit-
ted to the prosperity, unity, de-
velopment and well-being of
Pakistan,”

Advocating “pragmatic, prac-

tical” solutions to the Kashmir
issue, he reiterated that India
was committed to resolving all
matters, including Kashmir,
with Pakistan. “For this, I and
General Musharraf have agreed
that it is necessary to keep firm
control over terrorism. There is
a growing realisation in both our
countries that terrorism is an
enemy of civilised societies.
General Musharraf has taken
bold steps to curb extremism,
and I compliment him for that.
But more needs to be done in the
interest of both India and Pakis-
tan.” Dr. Singh announced that
India proposed to expand its im-
migration, customs and security
halls at the Attari-Wagah bor-
der. An amount of Rs, 240 crore
had been allocated for urban re-
newal in Amritsar alone. /
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Self-determination .
only solution: Geelani

No scope for dialoque\

Shujaat Bukhari \}\Q/

SRINAGAR: Chairman of the hard-
line faction of the Hurriyat Con-
ference Syed Ali Geelani on
Thursday made it clear that
there was no scope for dialogue
“unless and until New Delhi ac-

! cepts Kashmir as a dispute.” He

said the “right to self-determi-
nation” was the only solution to
the vexed problem.

Talks “a farce”

Ataseminar ‘Is there any sub-
stitute to right of self-determi-
nation,’” organised by the
Hurriyat Conference on the eve
of Pakistan Day, Mr. Geelani
criticised the moderate faction
of the Hurriyat Conference for
engaging in dialogue with the
Centre.

“This is a farce. Such dialogue
will not lead us anywhere be-
cause New Delhi is not ready to
concede our demand of granting
right to self-determination,” he
said, adding that those who en-
gaged in talks with New Delhi
had violated the Hurriyat consti-
tution which stressed the right
to self-determination in accord-
ance with United Nations reso-
lutions.

Fight to the last

Mr. Geelani said so far there
had been 130 meetings between
India and Pakistan over Kash-
mir and “you know what the re-
sultis.”

Mr. Geelani accused New Del-
hi of “curbing the aspirations of

2 4 MAR 2008

he says I\
sy )

‘e Says 130 meetings
between Indla, Pakistan
-on the row have been  ~

o Accuses India of curbing
people’s aspirations by .
deploying troops

 Rejects division of :the
State on communal and
aﬂmkbqsis

people through the presence of
its troops.” He also rejected sec-
ularism, socialism-and Kashmi-
rivat and said: “We draw
inspiration for our struggle from
Islam.”

He said there was no question
of “surrender” but “we will fight
till we achieve our goal.”

Assurance to minorities

He alsorejected the division of
the State on communal and eth-
nic basis. “We want Jammu and
Kashmir to remain united.” He
assured the minorities that they
would be treated in the best and
fitting manner in the event of a
“free Kashmir.”

Boycott call

Mr. Geelani also asked the
people to boycott the coming by-
elections to three seats in north
Kashmir and Bahderwah in Do-
da district.

“Elections, we have said time
and again, are no solution and
you have to struggle for free-
dom,” he declared.

THE HINDY
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Manmohan should respond ;
positively to Musharraf’s proposals

Ho - 1
Both J&K and PoK should be qlven autonomy, says Omar

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Kashmir is purely a
political issue that needs a polit-
ical solution and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh should reci-
procate “positively” to Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf’s
proposals, National Conference
- | president Omar Abdullah said
* | on Sunday.

“I found President Musharraf
a forthright person. He doesn’t
say ten things before coming to
the point and is keen to resolve
Kashmir issue,” he said.

Discussions in Pakistan

Addressmg partymen after
being given a grand reception on
his return from Pakistan, he said
he discussed the Kashmir issue
and possxble solutions such as

“autonomy,” “self-rule” and
“sglf-governance” with Gen.
Musharraf.

Mr. Abdullah said when Gen.
Musharraf asked him about his
" party’s stand on sutonomy he
told him: “In our autonomy, In-

ROUSING RECEPTION:
National Conference
president Omar Abdullah
at the party headquarters
in Srinagar on Sunday. —
PHOTO: NISAAR AHMAD

dia’s control will be limited to
defence and communications,
currency and foreign affairs, and
the rest will remain with the

THE HINCU

Kashmiris.” 4"]7

“Autonomy best solution”

His party believed that Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Pakistan
occupied Kashmir should be giv-
en autonomy. “1 told Pervez
Musharraf that our party be-
lieves autonomy is the best pos-
sible solution to the issue.

He hoped that the leadership
of India and Pakistan would ex-
hibit courage and vision to re-
solve the issue. “I will request
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to reciprocate to propos-
als of Pakistan President so that
the sufferings of Kashmirisend.”

Advocating the involvement
of militants in talks, Mr. Abdul-
lah said those with Kashmir ori-
gin should be included in the
dialogue process, and not for-
eigners. “I met many Kashmiri
youth who have crossed the LoC
{Line of Control] to acquire arms
training. They are desperate to |
come back and I will take the
issue with the Government of
India.”
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made another attempt to rope
in Geelani during his Hajj pil-
grimage and sent its emissary to
Saudi Arabia to convince him.
In fact, Hizbul chief Syed
Salahudin too was asked to go
and meet Geelani to remove
the “last hurdle” in Musharraf’s
new gameplan for Kashmir.
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liticians: Musharragf had ame-
eting with Omar Abdullahwho
favoured the General’s demili-
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B. Muralidhar Reddy C) N '5};‘9\

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan-United
States joint statement issued on Sat-
Jurday avoids any reference to Kash-
mir but says that both sides support
the resolution of disputes in the
region.

When a correspondent sought to
know from Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri as to
why Kashmir did not even figure in
it, he said U.S. President George
Bush referred to the issue at his joint
press stakeout with President Per-
vez Musharraf.

“There were so many subjects
which figured in the course of the
discussions but do not find a men-
tion in the joint statement. The
statement does talk about the need
for resolution of disputes in South
Asia,” Mr. Kasuri said.

On the India-Pakistan peace proc-
ess, the joint statement said, “Mr. !
Bush and Gen. Musharraf support |
the peace process and composite |
dialogue between Pakistan and India |
for improvement of relations and |
resolution of disputes and building a |
better future in South Asia.” 7

In his remarks at a press confer- |
ence, Mr. Bush said, “Pakistan and |
India now have an historic opportu-
nity to work towards lasting peace.
President Musharraf and [Indian]
Prime Minister [Manmohan] Singh
have shown themselves to be leaders |
of courage and vision...” {
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SRINAGAR, MARCH 3

VEN as US President
_George W Bush’s Indo-
Jhiwad Pak visit continues, the
‘. discourse in Kashmir is fast
shifting to the March 10-12 Pug-
‘wash Conference in Islamabad.
And all the J&K separatists, in-

cluding the Hurriyat doves,who

~had declined to participate in
the PM’s February 17 Kashmir

roundtable, are raring to go.
At the forefront is Hurriyat
‘hawk Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
‘who had last year refused to
', trwvel o that country to signal his
“yesentment against President
“Petvez Musharraf’s “soft poli-
- cies” on Kashmir. Geelani has
already applied for the travel
documents, even though his re-
cent passport on which he trav-
“elled to Saudi Arabia was only

" Haj pilgrimage-specific.

Mainstream leaders, with
whom separatists refused to sitin
the recent conference with PM,
are also wanting to attend the
. conference. The President of the
National Conference, Omer Ab-
dullah, is visiting the country to
present his autonomy proposals
in his scheduled meet with Pak-
istan President Pervez Mushar-

p ,

04 »;

Mirwalz may not make It to
Islamabad due to a fractured leg

raf on the sidelines of the Con-
ference. He will be the first NC
leader going formally on a visit
to the country after 1964, when
his grandfather Shiekh Abdul-
lah visited Pakistan. Besides,
there will be Iftikhar Hussain
Ansari from People’s Democra-
tic Party, J-K Revenue Minister
Hakim Yaseen and Panthers
Party leader Bhim Singh, be-
sides some academicians and
newspaper editors.

What has set the stage for the
Conference is the visit to the Val-
ley of a Pugwash delegation led
by its Secretary General, Paulo
Cotta-Ramusino. They have met
all major separatist leaders, in-

OPng

For Hurriyat leaders,
is now on Pugwash

cluding Mirwaiz Umar Faroogq,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Shabir
Shah and Yaseen Malik. Besides,
meetings have also been held
with many in the mainstream, in-
cluding Chief Minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad.

If all are permitted to go, the
Conference will be the first ever
major get-together of the J-K

 leaders, stretching from main-

stream to separatist extreme.
And lending it further signifi-
cance will be the backdrop of the
ongoing Bush visit and the in-
creased engagement over Kash-
mir between India and Pakistan.
In the last Conference in Nepal
in November 2004,leaders like
Geelani, Malik and Shah did not
attend. Similarly, there were no
leaders of significance from J-K
mainstream politics.

However, Hurriyat Chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, will not
be going because of a leg frac-
ture. He will be represented by
former Hurriyat Chairman Prof
Abdul Gani Bhat, who has been
in Pakistan since the last Hur-
riyat visit to that country.

After the fiasco of PM’s

-round-table, the Conference

could provide an opportunity for
abroader trilateral Kashmir dia-
logue between Indians, Pakista-

INDIAN EXPRESS

focus

meet

nis and Kashmiris. Besides,
there will also be scope for a
good intra-Kashmir engage-
ment between mainstream and
separatist leaders from the state.
And as against last time in
Nepal, this time, the setting will
be Islamabad, the claimant
country on Kashmir.

Although, permission to visit
Pakistan is still to come for sepa-
ratist leaders, some of whom like
Geelani and Shah don’t have
passports,. It is anticipated that
this time, New Delhi might facil-
itate the visit. More so, in the
wake of Bush’s visit and also in
the hope of getting the separatist
leadership to participate in the
next roundtable in Srinagar in
May. The previous Pugwash
Conference in Nepal also makes
for a good precedent for the Is-
lamabad follow-up. Nepal was a
huge success with participants,
otherwise bitterly antagonistic,
agreeing on a consensus solu-
tion for Kashmir. The press re-
lease issued at the end of the
Conference had underlined a vi-
sion that: “Jammu and Kashmir
need not forever represent a
chasm dividing India and Pak-
istan, but could potentially be a
bridge between these two great
countries,”

o
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Already acting on ,
Kashmir; Bush -

To urge India and Pakistan to resolve the i 1ssue W/

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: U.S. President George
W. Bush has said that he has al-
ready begun to “play a role” in
the resolution of the Kashmir is-
sue with his speech to the Asia
Society two days ago. He said he
would use his trip to the sub-

continent to urge the leadership , -
Prime Minister, there appears to

of India and Pakistan to resolve
the issue. )

“Well, I started toplay arolein
my speech, and I spoke out on
the issue and encouraged the
President and the Prime Minis-
ter of India to continue down the
road of solving the issue with a
solution that’s acceptable to all
sides. And that’s very impor-
tant,” Mr. Bush told state-run
Pakistan Television in an inter-
view in Washington on Saturday.

Mr. Bush also said without
elaboration that there’s a temp-
tation sometimes for countries
to try to jump in the middle of
dialogue.

He maintained that a lasting
solution (to Kashmir) could be
achieved and he had seen the
progress that had been made in
the relationship from when he
first became President.

“You might remember an
early time in my Presidency,
there was real tension. And now,
all of a sudden, there are some
very encouraging signs — trans-
portation exchanges — not just
transportation exchanges — new

transportation  opportunities,
trade. In my discussions with
both the President and the

!
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be a different attitude. And part
of it has to do with trust, but
there’s got to be tangible pro-
gress. I recognise that. And so I
will use my trip to urge the lead-
ership to continue solving this
issue, with the idea that it can be
solved,” the President said in re-
sponse to a question on whether
the U.S. was ready to play a role
in the regolution of the Kashmir
issue,

Strategy

On Washington’s strategy to
help Pakistan tackle terrorism,
he said his government was
working in close coordination

with Islamabad as it shared a

mutual  interest.  “Nobody
should want foreign fighters in
their soil wreaking havoc. And it
is hard for a part of a country to
develop if there are people in
that part of the country that are
willing to kill innocent life to
achieve an objective. And so we
share short-term objectives with
the Pakistani government. We
also share the long-term objec-
tive, and that is — that's free-
dom,” he said.

Terming his trip to Pakistan
as important goodwill visit, Mr.

Lu

Bush referred to Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf as his
“puddy” and said they both have
got a good relationship as they

. speak frankly with each other.
. Difficult job

Mr. Bush said Gen. Musharraf
had got a difficult job — made
really difficult by the fact that
people have tried to kill him. “As
you know — extremists have de-
cided that he is an obstacle to
their vision and, therefore, have
tried to kill him. And 80 he is not
only a man who has shown great
courage in the face of adversity,
but he does have a vision of how
to work together to achieve com-
mon objectives,” he said.

Asked about long-term invol-
vement of the U.S. with Pakistan,
Mr. Bush conceded that he un-
derstood people questioning the
motives of Washington.

“And this will give me a chance
to speak to the people of Pakistan
and say, look, we care for you, and
remind people that in our coun-
try there’re great Pakistani
Americans. We are a rich society
because we have got people from
around the world, including peo-
ple who were born and raised in
Pakistan and have now chosen
America as a home,” he quipped.

Answering a question on what
he had to offer to Pakistan, Mr.
Bush said the two countries
would look forward to increase
trade opportunities and he would
be talking about a bilateral in-
vestment treaty during his visit.



PM seeks peace partners

J-K: Autonomy and self-rule

ENS &PTI ‘
NEWDELHI | FEBRUARY 25 Q‘

HE first ever round!)

table conference on

J-K today asserted

that violence had no
place in civilised society and
that all concerned should up-
hold basic human rights as PM
Manmohan Singh expressed
the confidence that a common
understanding on autonomy
and self-rule could be reached
within the “vast flexibilities” of
the Constitution.

As a follow up of the
process that began today, at-
tended by leaders of various
political parties, NGOs and in-
tellectuals from J-K and
Ladakh—but boycotted by
separatist groups including
the Hurriyat Conference—it
was decided that the second
roundtable conference would
be held in Srinagar in the sec-
ond half of May. .

As the seven-hour meeting
began, veteran CPI(M) leader

¥
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é

can be reached within the 'vast flexibilitie

Separatist leader Hashim Qureshi after the meeting

M Y Tarigami demanded a
two-minute silence in mem-
ory of the four youths, killed
this week in Handwara in
army firing. While all present
observed the ritual, the PM in
his remarks later affirmed the
government’s commitment to
respect human rights.

“Every effort will be made
that in dealing with terrorism
and militancy, no innocent
person should suffer,” he said.
“Whenever, there is any viola-
tion of human rights, there
must be transparent mecha-

P

nism to fix responsibility and
to punish those found guilty.”
He also asked Home Minis-
ter Shivraj Patil to form a high-
level group of officials to exam-
ine current cases of detention
and release all detinues not
facing serious charges by the
end of next month.
Commenting on the vari-
ety of views expressed on the
issue of autonomy and self-
rule, Singh said he was aware
that the people of Leh and
Kargil may have different
ideas about the future from

s' of the Constitution

those living in Srinagar.

“Butthat is the real strength
of democracy, which cele-
brafes differences and does not
other them,” he stressed. “1
'am confident that working to-
gether with all groups, both
within and outside the main-
stream, we can arrive at
arrangements with the vast
flexibilities provided by the
Constitution—arrangements
which provide real empower-
ment and comprehensive secu-
rity to all people of J-K.”

Noting the absence of cer-
tain groups, Singh said this
was a long term process and
he was sure they would par-
ticipate in the future.

The PM said an important
issue was the problem of peo-
ple, particularly the Kashmiri
Pandits, who have been dis-
placed from their homes in
the past. “We need to create a
conducive environment for
their return and rehabilitation
and the onus is on all of us
here to do s0,” he said.



Life disrupted in strike-bound
Kashmir Valley for second day

Dialogue cannot continue if rights violation continues: Hurriyat

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Life in Kashmir re-
mained disrupted for the second
consecutive day on Saturday,

following a general strike called -

by the hardline faction gf the
Hurriyat Conference to

against the killing of civili ¥

table conference on Kas|

The separatist outfit
ran-e-Millat - (Daughters ‘o
Faith) extended its support to
the strike call.

Streets here were deserted,
with most shops, business estab-
lishments, banks, semi-govern-
ment establishments and courts
remaining closed and vehicles
keeping off the roads.

The response was near-total
in the other major towns in the
Valley.

The border district of Kupwa-
ra observed a complete shut-
down for the fourth day,
following the killing of four
youths allegedly by Army per-
sonnel on Wednesday.

Army spokesmen, however,
denied the charge, claiming that
the casualties occurred in a gun-
fight between militants and the
security forces.

Meanwhile, an undeclared
curfew was lifted in Handwara
district, where the situation is
improving.

Kashmir Divisional Commis-
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SHUT DOWN: THE deserted streets of Srinagar on Saturday. A general strike was called
by some groups protesting against the killing of four youths in the Valley recently. -
PHOTO: AFP A

sioner Basharat Ahmed Dhar,
Inspector-General of Police K.
Rajendra and General Officer
Commanding, Kilo Force, Major
General N K Singh visited Dhu-
dipora and distributed an ex gra-
tia relief of Rs 3 lakh each to the
families of the civilian victims.
They also handed over appoint-
ment letters to the kin.

Mr. Dhar said, “The situation

is limping back to normal.”

Major General Singh said the
“killings were an aberration and
unfortunate.” The Army paid Rs.
2 lakh and the State Government
Rs. 1lakh towards compensation
for each victim.

Army officer replaced

Mr. Rajendra said a special
recruitment drive would soon be

held in the village. The Army al-
so responded to the villagers’ de-
mand to replace Captain
Sushant, who they alleged was
behind the killings.

The Army, the Superintend-
ent of Police and the Assistant
Commissioner of Kupwara have
launched three separate probes
into the incident.

Dubbing the roundtable con-

o Total shutdown in
Kupwara for fourth day

o Handwara limping back
to normal

o Special recruitment
soon at Dhudipora

ference, convened by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh a fu-
tile exercise, the Hurriyat in a
press statement said: “It's In- |
dia’s attempt to show to the
world community, especially to
U.S. President George Bush, that
we're talking to Kashmiri lead-
ers.”

The moderate faction of the
Hurriyat Conference sent a
message to Delhi, saying talks
could not continue if human
rights violations continued un-
abated in Kashmir.

The former Hurriyat chair-
man, Moulana Abbas Ansari,
blamed the Centre for “not ful-
filling its promise” of releasing
detainees, stopping human
rights violations and changing
the situation on the ground.

The Shia cleric told this corre-
spondent that during a meeting
on September 5 last Dr. Singh
assured the Hurriyat leaders of a
positive change.

“This is the change they talk
of. Innocents are being killed.”
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J&K protests youth killings

-~

By M Saleem Pandit/TNN

Srinagar: Massive protests erupted all
across the Valley as hundreds of vil-
lagers gathered on Thursday to vent out
their anger over the Kkilling of three
young boys, including a nine-year-old, in
an army firing at Doodipora village in
J&K’s Handwara sector on Wednesday.

While CM Ghulam Nabi Azad ordered
a magisterial inquiry into the incident,
the J&K police have registered a case of
murder against the troops of Rashtriya
Rifles 33 Bn, involved in the shootout.

According to Doodipora residents, sol-
diers of RR 33 Bn indiscriminately fired
towards a group of youths playing crick-
et in a field across Mawar Nallah. They
were targeting a suspected youth who
had fled from the search operation.
Denying the allegations, the army said
terrorists targeted the boys.

Kupwara deputy commissioner Abdul
Majid Khandey said the villagers, who
were not allowing the bodies to be
buried, did so only after the government
assured action and announced ex-gratia.

Among those killed was 19-year-old
Ghulam Hassan Bhat who had passed his
class XII examination only a few days
earlier. Two other boys, Shakil Ahmed
Wani, 10, and Aamir Ahmed Hajjam, 9,
also succumbed to their injuries. In ad-
dition, 23-year-old Abdus Mir, who police
said was a known Lashkar activist, was
also killed. He had been arrested and re-
leased several times in the past.

Chairman of the breakaway Hurriyat
Conference Syed Ali Shah Geelani was
put under house arrest while J&K Liber-
ation Front chief Mohmmad Yaseen Ma-

. . -~ lik and about a dozen others were taken
Residents hit the Srinagar streets on Thursday against the killing of into preventive custody.
four youths allegedly by the army in Handwara on Wednesday

£




Round table talks“'

agendaless Farooq

No groundwork done or agenda ﬁed for talks

Shuja’at Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Visibly upset over the
“timing” and “handling” of the
February 25 round table confer-
ence on Kashmir, former Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah on Tuesday
said he was disappointed and felt
sad with regard to the “agenda-
less conference” convened by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh.

“It is unfortunate and 1 feel
sad the way it is being handled.
The round table conference
would have been a very good
move provided there was some
ground work done,” Dr. Abdul-
lah said at a news conference
here. “What is the ground work
done before such a conference,
what is the agenda and so far no
papers have been distributed,”
he said.

Expressing inability to attend
the conference due to “personal
engagements,” he said that the
National Conference president

Farooq Abdullah

Omar Abdullah would be attend-
ing.

To a question he said, “I am
not going in my individual ca-
pacity, and let me tell you that
Omar Abdullah is the party pres-
ident.” He parried questions on
New Delhi’s sincerity towards
the Kashmir issue but said, “I

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mufti has called for
declaring Jammu and
Kashmir a ‘free trade zone’ so
that the State could achieve
self-sufficiency, which was
imperative for long lasting and
dignified peace.

“‘Declare J&K free trade 'igne’

At a party convention in
Budgam, Ms. Mufti said the
“self-rule concept” could
address balanced development
and political stabilisation in
all the three regions of the
State. Consensus on the ‘self-
rule concept’ should be
evolved not only in Kashmir,
but also in the entire
subcontinent, she asserted.
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cannot jump to the question of
sincerity.”

Autonomy to be
considered

Referring to his and Omar Ab-
dullah’s meeting with Union
Home Minister Shivraj Patil, he
said that the latter had told them
that the proposal of autonomy :
will be considered. Mr Patil, he |
said, even asked them to suggest
names for a high level commit-
tee.

But nothing has moved for- '
ward even after our president re-
minded him repeatedly, he said.
Dr. Abdullah said that autonomy
was within the Constitution and
“we do not know anything about
General Musharraf's proposal
on demilitarisation and self
rule.”

Earlier Dr. Abdullah released
a booklet of comparative study
on the functioning of the Jammu
and Kahmir Waqf Board and the
Muslim Auqgaf Trust (MAT). The
MAT was taken over by the Muf:
ti Mohammad Sayeed led coali:
tion government in 2003 fron
the National Conference.

The former chief minister ac-
cused Mr. Sayeed of doing every-
thing to belittle NC’s founder
Sheikh Abdullah’s legacy. “The
MAT had been mishandled and
mismanaged by the Mufti re-
gime to the hilt and we have solid
proof regarding this,” he said.

He said he would soon hand-
over the booklet, which is a
white paper, to Chief Minister |
Ghulam Nabi Azad and urge him !
to intervene and save the insti- '
tution.
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ARUN Joshi
Jammu, February 17 T‘

4
JKLF CHAIRMAN Mohammad Yasin Malik has
asked Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to in-
vest in building trust and not in military
strength in Jammu and Kashmir before chalk-
ing out a roadmap for resolving the vexed Kash-
mir issue.

“That is the key to the entire thing”, Yasin
told the Prime Minister during his meeting with
him late on Friday evening. The deliberations fo-
cused on various Kashmir solutions on offer in
the media and diplomatic circles — self-rule and
demilitarization.

Union home minister Shivraj Patil, home sec-
retary Vinod Duggal, and the director, Intelli-
gence Bureau, were also present at the meeting.

Yasin Malik, one of the leading architects of
the armed secessionist movement in Kashmir
Valley in the late-1980s, reportedly received a
compliment from Prime Minister for having
shifted his faith from
violence to the dia-
logue process.

Pome R ETR R Throughout an
Iss"E hour-long meeting,

according to sources,

Yasin did more of the

talking and narrated
his experiences of the two visits to Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir, and the desire within the Val-
ley for a negotiated settlement of the Kashmir
issue. But, the solutions could not be worked out
without involving the people, and any exercise
without them would inevitably fail, he said voic-
ing his fears.

The sources added that Yasin emphasised
that the dialogue process could generate hope
only when something transforms on the
ground and noted with deep concern that had
not happened so far.

It was the Prime Minister’s third meeting
with Kashmiri separatist leaders since Septem-
ber 5 last year, when he had met a delegation of
the moderate Hurriyat Conference and held dis-
cussions on the possible roadmaps on Kashmir,
and the second meeting was with the People’s
Conference chairman, Sajjad Lone, and his team
on January 14 this year.

Sources said these meetings had given the
Prime Minister a fair idea of the various sepa-
ratist outfits. The hardline view of Syed Ali
Shah Geelani is well known through the media
and his articulations.

?8[;-\ [akaknt e
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Talks focused on self-governance & demilitgrization in J§K
,\L \ “ e ;
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Yasin Malik with Manmohan Singh in New Delhi on Friday.

Roundtable conference postponed

THE ROUNDTABLE conference on Kashmir
convened by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
to broadbase the dialogue process in the state
has been postponed by a day to February 25.

There was no official word on the reason for
postponement of the meeting but informed
sources said the delay was aimed at giving sepa-
ratist groups time to make up their minds to at-
tend the meeting.

Pro-Pakistan Jamaat leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani has already spurned the Centre’s offer
for talks while there has been no positive sign
from the Hurriyat’s moderate faction so far.

A Hurriyat spokesman said Geelani was con-
tacted on Thursday evening by a Union home

P

ministry official for the February 24 conference
in New Delhi, but the invitation was declined.
Geelani told the official that the ongoing peace
process between India and Pakistan and talks
between the Centre and some Kashmiri leaders
have not brought about any change in the
ground situation, the spokesman told reporters.
“This makes us believe that such exercises are
fruitless. We are not participating in this exer-
cise”, he said, according to the spokesman.
Geelani said New Delhi is “yet to exhibit any
flexibility over Kashmir, especially by not re-
voking the 1995 resolution passed by Parliament
stating that Jammu and Kashmir is an integral
part of India”. PTI, Srinagar



Counter-terrorism

forces in Kashmir
not reduced

Rashtriya Rifles replaces troops sent to northeast

Praveen Swami

SRINAGAR: Despite an official an-
nouncement that some 5,000
soldiers have been pulled out of
Jammu and Kashmir, there has
been no reduction in the number
of troops committed to counter-
terrorism duties, highly placed
sources have told The Hindu.

On Monday, Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee and Chief of
the Army Staff J.J. Singh told
journalists that a brigade-sized
formation had been relocated
from Jammu and Kashmir to the
northeast.

However, The Hindu has
found that new Rashtriya Rifles
battalions were moved into the
State prior to this withdrawal,
ensuring that there is no degra-
dation of forces available for
counter-terrorism operations.

Line of Control

Most of the troop cut an-
nounced on Monday was made
up of the 73 Mountain Brigade,
which had been moved in the
midst of the Kargil war to Nari-
yan, near the Line of Control at
Naushera in Rajouri district.

Troops from this brigade sub-
sequently undertook  counter-
terrorism duties in the fraught
Thana Mandi and Kandi belt,
and were also moved north to

" Pahalgam in 2000 to protect the

Amarnath Yatra.

The sources said the 73
Mountain Brigade had over a
month ago completed relocating
to its home position in Manipur,
where it serves as part of the

o Brigade completed relocation a month ago

i
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» Rashtriya Rifles holds out no offensive threat

¢ Announcement a foreign policy imperative

Kalimpong-based 27 Infantry
Division. The last elements of
the brigade left Nariyan three
weeks ago, after handing over
charge of their headquarters in-
frastructure to the Romeo
Force, the Rashtriya Rifles
counter-terrorism  formation
responsible for Rajouri and
Poonch.

New battalions

In place of the 73 Mountain
Brigade, the Army pumped in
two new Rashtriya Rifles battal-
ions, which are now working
under the command of the Ro-
meo Force in the Thana Mandi-
Kandi area. Unlike a typical in-
fantry battalion, which is made
up of four companies of 125
men each, Rashtriya Rifles bat-
talions have six companies. As
such, simple arithmetic makes
clear that there has been no
reduction in the force levels in
Rajouri.

However, Rashtriya Rifles
battalions more closely resem-
ble their counterparts in para-
military organisations such as
the Border Security Force than
a conventional military forma-
tion. Paid for by the Union
Home Ministry, the Rashtriya
Rifles battalions operate with-
out organic components of re-

THE Kinpy

sources such as artillery.
Committed to and organised for
policing, these battalions hold
out no offensive threat to Pakis-
tani forces.

Analysts believe that the
troop reduction announcement
was dictated by foreign policy
imperatives. In recent months,
Pakistan  President Pervez
Musharraf has repeatedly called
for demilitarisation of Jammu
and Kashmir.

The United States wanted In-
dia to make at least a toke
concession to its ally, wl
under growing assault from re-
gional groups, Islamists and
hawks within the Pakistan Ar-
my itself.

Strategists not:happy -

However, Indian military
strategists were less than happy
at the idea of force cut. Just last
month, Gen. Singh noted that
that cross-border “infiltration
continues unabated.”

In 1999, the forced removal of
56 battalions from counter-ter-
rorism duties had resulted in a

|

significant escalation in terror-

ist violence, as had the decision
of the Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, to terminate of-
fensive operations in
2000-2001.
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inning is not everything, Chief Mlmste} HYP.
TT Kumaraswamy easily won, by 138 votes to 6§,

the confidence motion in the Karnataka As-

sembly. He also began his innings with some
panache. He seems to have consolidated his position in the
Janata Dal (Secular), winning over to his side senior leaders
such as former Deputy Chief Minister M.P. Prakash and
three ex-Ministers, D. Manjunath, Merajuddin Patel, and
Mahadeva Prasad. P.G.R. Sindhia, who voted against the
motion, remains the lone heavyweight among those oppos-
ing him within the JD(S) legislature party. However, the
vote in favour of the new Government can do little to
overcome the instability inherent in the marriage of conve-
nience between the Kumaraswamy faction of the JD(S) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party. While the direction to the JD(S)
MLAs to vote according to their conscience deferred a for-
mal splif, Mr. Kumaraswamy will have to face up to the
irreconcilable differences with the national leadership of
the party, which is against any tie-up with the BJP. His
father, former Prime Minister and senior leader of the JD
(8), Deve Gowda, cannot afford to vacillate any longer on the
practical matter of taking action against those who have cast
their lot with the BJP. The longer the delay, the greater will
be the damage to the party’s already diminished stock. After
the vote of confidence, there can be no excuse for Mr. Gowda
continuing with his soft persuasive skills and not wielding
the axe against the rebels.

Any action by the JD(S) high command may not have
immediate implications for the survival of the new coalition.
With the Speaker, Krishna, recognising Mr. Kumaraswamy
as the leader of the JD(S) legislature party, there is no
imminent threat of disqualification of those who have voted
for the confidence motion. But if Mr. Gowda gets earnest
about reviving the JD(S) as a secular formation in Karnataka
and treating the Kumaraswamy group as an adversary, there
could be trouble. If, for some reason, the father goes back on
his commitment, the son could face a renewed threat from
the All India Progressive Janata Dal, an anti-BJP and pro-
Congress breakaway group led by S. Siddaramaiah. Further,
the new regime is at the mercy of the BJP, which can pull the
plug on it any time. Chief Minister Kumaraswamy seems to
be in the same vulnerable position as Prime Ministers Char-
an Singh and Chandra Shekhar were with the Congress
supporting them. Irrespective of the Speaker’s decision, Mr.
Kumaraswamy cannot remain in the JD(S) and head a coali-
tion government with the BJP. For the first time, the saffron
party has come to power in a southern State. It cannot be
unaware that marriages of convenience are, more often than
not, undone in a popular vote. However, the new coalition
Government starts off with one advantage: the standards of
governance set by the predecessor regime were so low that
the successor will not face the pressure of high expectations}
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BANGALORE: The Karnataka Leg-
islative Assembly on Wednesday
went through the motions of a
debate on the confidence en-
joyed by the five-day-old Bhara-
tiya Janata Party-Janata Dal
(Secular) Government led by
H.D.Kumaraswamy without any
sign of its survival being under
threat.

The final word on the majority
enjoyed by the Government had
not come even at 10.15 p.m. (at
the time of going to press) and
the marathon debate, largely
academic in nature, indicated
that the motion of confidence
moved by Mr. Kumaraswamy
would be adopted later in the
night.

The atmosphere in the House
was free from the type of tension
witnessed on January 27, the
day the Dharam Singh Govern-
ment could not obtain the vote
of confidence as directed by the
Governor T.N. Chaturvedi.
Speaker Krishna had on that oc-
casion adjourned the House sine
die without putting the motion
of confidence to vote.

What the House witnessed on
Wednesday was a parliamentary
debate of a high order and most
of the members, especially the
previous Chief Minister, N. Dha-
ram Singh, seemed to be stating
what they had intended to state
on January 27. There was never
a dull moment as members
sparred and exchanged repar-

i— tees. While the BJP had issued a

whip to its members, the JD(S)
had not done so. This enabled
those of its members such as the
former Deputy Chief Minister,
Siddaramaiah, to speak their
mind. The Chief Minister was
banking on a conscience vote by
his party members.

The reversal in the fortunes of
the Congress in the last few days
was illustrated by Mr. Dharam
Singh taking his seat as the Lead-
er of the Opposition. The Speak-
er recognised him as the Leader

y seeks trust vote

ve been punished, says the former Chief Minister, Dharam Singh

'

WORKING TOGETHER: Chief Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy (right), and beputy Chief Minister B.S.Yediyurappa confer
in the Karnataka Assembly on Wednesday during the debate on the motion of confidence. - PHOTO: K. GOPINATHAN

of the Opposition as also the
leader of the Congress Legisla-
ture Party. It is for the second
time that a Chief Minister is be-
coming the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the State immediately
after stepping down. D. Devaraj
Urs did so in January 1980.

The debate brought to the
fore the deep divisions in the
JD(S), which is today in three
pieces with the dominant group
which has joined the Govern-
ment and led by Mr. Kumaras-
wamy; what outside the House is
denoted as the All India Pro-
gressive Janata Dal led by Sidda-

ramaiah and the one that
remains loyal to H.D. Deve Gow-
da.

Choosing brevity while mov-
ing the motion of confidence,
the Chief Minister referred to
his own transition from a visitor
viewing the proceedings from
the gallery to one occupying the
Chief Minister’s chair.

The new Leader of the Oppo-
sition termed the BJP-JD(S) al-
liance as an unholy one. He went
on to say emotionally: “I think
the manner in which I have been
removed is wrong, unjust. It has
hurt me deeply. I request the

Chief Minister and the Deputy
Chief Minister to tell me why
I've been punished.” He accused
the BJP of being power-hungry
and opportunistic. He expressed
satisfaction over the record of
his Government in the brief pe-
riod it was in office.

In an interesting develop-
ment, the former Deputy Chief
Minister, M.P. Prakash, who has
been replaced by Mr. Kumaras-
wamy as leader of the JD(S) Leg-
islature Party, said he would
support the motion of confi-
dence and accept the fait ac-
compli of Mr. Kumaraswamy’s

being recognised as the leader in
his place, and his becoming the
Chief Minister. However, the

former Minister, P.G.R. Sindhia, !

said he would never accept Mr.
Kumaraswamy as leader.

On his part, Mr. Siddaramaiah
took the positicn tiat only a du-

ly elected leader could issue a |

whip. The 224-member As-
sembly has 79 BJP MLAs and 46
of the original 59-member JD

group supporting the Goye‘?)
ment, aided by the five-member

JD(U) and at least four Inde- :

pendents. The Congress has 64
members.



JD($), BJP form coalition
Government in Karnataka
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Kumaraswamy sworn in Chief Minister, Yediyurappa Deputy Chief Minister

S. Rajendran

BANGALORE: Janata Dal (S) leader
H.D. Kumaraswamy and Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) leader
B.S. Yediyurappa were on Friday
sworn in Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister of Karna-
taka by Governor T.N. Chaturve-
di. This ended the fortnight-long
political uncertainty in the
State. The swearing-in ceremo-
ny took place on the flight of
steps of the Vidhana Soudha.

Mr. Kumaraswamy and Mr.
Yediyurappa took the oath of of-
fice and secrecy in the name of
god amid rejoicing by a large
gathering. The crowd greeted
and cheered the two leaders.

The coalition partners have
agreed to share power for the
remaining 40 months of the 12th
Legislative Assembly on the
Jammu and Kashmir model.
They will hold the office of the
Chief Minister by rotation (20
months each). It is for the first
time that the BJP has come to
power in south India.

The BJP camp was overjoyed

and jubilant. Party president
Rajnath Singh and senior leader
M. Venkaiah Naidu, who played
akey role in the formation of the
new Government, attended the
swearing-in ceremony.
__The oujgoing Chief Minister,
N "Dharam Singh, was the lone
Congress leader present. It was
appreciated by many in the gath-
ering. The rest of the leadership
stayed away as the Congress is
yet to come to terms with the
loss of power in the State.

. Deve Gowda in Delhi

+ However, the most conspic-
uous absentee was H.D. Deve
Gowda. The former Prime Min-
ister left for New Delhi to attend
a meeting of the national exec-
utive and, true to his words, re-
fused to bless the new line-up.

However, members of Mr. Kum-
araswamy’s family attended the
ceremony.

Ministry formation

Mr. Kumaraswamy and Mr.
Yediyurappa said the constitu-
tion of a full-fledged Ministry
would take time. It was likely to
be before the end of this month.
Under the power-sharing ar-
rangement, the departments
held by the Congress in the pre-
vious regime will vest with the
JD (S) and those held by the JD
(S) will now go to the BJP.

Speaker Krishna will retain
his office.

Mr. Kumaraswamy and Mr.
Yediyurappa later announced
that the new Government would
seek the vote of confidence on
February 8. Confident of the
support from the MLAs of the
two parties, he is not going to
issue a whip, Mr. Kumaraswamy
said. The two leaders also called
on the Governor later in the day.

Blessings refused
Special Correspondent
reports:

Hours before the swearing-in
ceremony, Mr. Kumaraswamy
went to Mr. Gowda’s residence
to seek his blessings but the lat-

ter was unmoved and refrained

from holding any disc¢iission.

Mr. Gowda told The Hindu
that his son tried to seek his
blessings when he was on his
way to the airport. “I told him
that I cannot compromise on my
principles and he should not
force me in the matter. I told
him what I had told the party
legislators on Thursday: you can
go your way and I will go my
way.”

Mr. Kumaraswamy later said
he was confident of convincing
his father by putting in a good
performance.

- 4 FEB 2006

— PHOTO: G.R.N. SOMASHEKAR
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THE NEW OCCUPANT: Karnataka Chief Minister H.D.
swearing-in ceremony in front of the Vidhana Soud,

e

K/"Lynaraswamy before the
in Bangalore on Friday.



/Behind Karnataka’s,
o, regime change’™ V/

t a time of political instability in States, Governors

A become fair game. Karnataka could easily have
L slipped into a constitutional crisis were it not for

the deft but firm way in which Governor T.N.
Chaturvedi, going by the letter as well as spirit of the Consti-
tution, prevailed on Dharam Singh to quit as Chief Minister.
For no sensible reason, Mr. Singh delayed his resignation by
a day after failing to comply with the January 27 deadline set
by the Governor for proving his Government’s majority
support in the Assembly. Any further delay on the part of
Mr. Singh, or any precipitate gubernatorial action, would
have raised the political temperature to an unhealthy level.
For the past two weeks, the fate of the Congress-led coali-
tion seemed to turn on the decision of one man — the
national president of the Janata Dal (Secular), H.D. Deve
Gowda. The existential dilemma of Mr. Gowda was there for
all to see: While he proclaimed himself a secularist to the
core, he was in no position to object to his son, H.D. Kum-
araswamy, crossing over to the camp of the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Once Mr. Gowda chose the easy way out of the moral
conflict by resigning as the president of the JD(S), the game
was up for Chief Minister Singh. The recognition of Mr.
Kumaraswamy as the leader of the JD(S) legislature party by
the Speaker, Krishna, who had won on the JD(S) ticket, was
thereafter a formality. In one stroke, all questions of defec-
tion and disqualification were rendered irrelevant. Mr.
Singh should have moved the confidence vote, as stipulated
by the Governor, or resigned as soon as it became clear his
fate was selled.

Mr. Gowdh had his reasons for what seemed a bizarre
course of action. He had no sympathy for the Congress,
which appeared intent on an informal tie-up with a break-
away group of the JD(S), the All India Progressive Janata
Dal. He believed that a dominant faction of the Congress in
Karnataka, led by former Chief Minister S.M. Krishna, was
bent on humiliating him and undermining the support base
of his party. But he did not want to be seen doing business
with the BJP. What distinguished the JD (S) from the Janata
Dal (United), another offshoot of the Janata Dal, was its
consistent opposition to communal politics. Something had
to give. As it turned out, Mr. Gowda, who was not averse to
using the BJP as a bargaining chip, effectively sided with his
son against the Congress while claiming to be true to his
secular ideology. Mr. Kumaraswamy will begin his Chief
Ministership on an unpredictable, tricky wicket. The secular
vote base of the JD(S), weakened by the formation of the
AIPJD, might be further eroded. Given the nature of the
2004 verdict, all the difficulties involved in decision-making
within a coalition will resurface under the new arrangement.

30 JAx 2008
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JD(S)-BJ P Government to be sworn-in on February 3

S. Rajendran

BANGALORE: The political crisis in
Karnataka has finally blown over
with Chief Minister Dharam
Singh putting in his papers. Gov-
ernor T.N. Chaturvedi on Sat-
urday invited leader of the Joint
Legislature party of the Janata
Dal (Secular) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party, H.D. Kumaraswa-
my to form a new government.

The Speaker recognised Mr.
Kumaraswamy as the leader of
the Legislature party on Friday.

The JD(S)-BJP combine has
fixed February 3 for the swear-
ing-in though the Governor said
he was ready to install the new
Government immediately,

The Governor has directed
Mr. Kumaraswamy to prove his
strength on the floor of the Leg-
islature within eight days of the
new Government being
sworn-in.

Early in the day, Mr. Dharam
Singh was advised by the Gover-
nor and several senior Congress
leaders, including AICC general
secretary in-charge of Karnata-
ka affairs A.K. Antony, to resign
rather than persist with his de-
mand for another floor test. He
thereafter sought the permis-
sion of Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and sent his resignation
letter to the Governor through
his principal secretary. The Gov-
ernor has asked Mr. Dharam
Singh to hold charge until the
! next government is installed. <

Mr. Dharam Singh charged”” Governor aft

Karnataka Chief Minister Dharam Singh leaving after a
Dpress conference where he announced his resignation in

Bangalore on Saturday.
- PHOTO: K. GOPINATHAN

Speaker Krishna with not help-
ing him to move the confidence
motion. However, in his report
to the Governor, Mr. Krishna
said he had asked the Chief Min-
ister to table the motion four
times and when he avoided the
issue he had n oice but to
adjourn the H?se sine djg. The

due- considera=

tion and consulting legal experts
said that while Mr, Kumaraswa-
my should prove his majority in
eight days, Mr. Dharam Singh
could also use the opportunity to
exhibit his strength.

Mr. Dharam Singh said it was
“gpther strange” that the JD(S),
wh*;h had joined forces thhthe

~Congressunly to prevent’ the

BJP forming a government, now
aligned with the same party. The
JD(S) commitment to safeguard
secularism thus stood exposed.

With the BJP set to be part of
a State Government for the first
time in south India and the JD
(S emerging triumphant in a
running battle with the Con-
gress for several months, the
swearing-in programme is ex-
pected to be a big show of
strength.

The second coalition in the

¢ State comprising the members

of the 12th Assembly will also
have a total strength of 34 Min- |
isters, including the Chief Min-
ister and his deputy.

Deve Gowda’s efforts

Sources in the JD(S) told
The Hindu that Mr. Deve Gow-
da, who quit as JD(S) national
president, continued his efforts
to convince the legislators to
stick to the party ideology. He
met each of them and even sug-
gested that the JD(S) extend on-
ly outside support to a BJP
Government. However, there
were no takers for his suggestion
since Mr. Kumaraswamy was
unanimously selected to lead the
Government.

Deputy Chief Minister in the
previous government M.P. Pra-
kash and State Finance and In-
dustries Minister P.G.R. Sindhia
have decided to stay away from
the Kumaraswamy Government
and are likely to spell out their
futare course of action shortly.
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Trust vote not taken; Gowda steps dowA Kumaraswamy recogmsed as leader

S.Rajendran and A. Jayaram

BANGALORE: A constitutional
deadlock has arisen in Karnata-
ka: The third session of the 12th
Karnataka Legislative Assembly
was adjourned sine die by Speak-
er Krishna on Friday evening
without the Chief Minister N.
Dharam Singh seeking the vote
of confidence in the House as
directed by Governor T.N.
Chaturvedi.

Now the situation is such that
the majority enjoyed by the gov-
ernment of the day is an open
question and the Governor’s di-
rective has been defied.

On a day of intense political
developments, the kind of which
the State has never witnessed,
the fate of the first coalition Gov-
ernment has been sealed with
the Speaker granting recogni-
tion to H.D. Kumaraswamy as
the leader of the Janata Dal (Sec-
ular) Legislature Party which
has allied with the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party to form a new
coalition.

The ball is back in the Gover-
nor’s court after an eight-day
gap. The Speaker called upon the
Chief Minister to table the confi-
dence motion three times
amidst pandemonium; the Con-
gress members were protesting
against the Speaker’s announce-
ment recognising Mr. Kumaras-
wamy as the JDLP leader. Mr.
Kumaraswamy had claimed be-
fore the Governor on January 19
that he enjoyed the support of
128 legislators to form the new
government.

Soon after the Assembly was
adjourned, sources in the Raj
Bhavan said the Governor had
invited legal experts for consul-
tations. There are three options
for the Governor — recommend
the dismissal of the Dharam
Singh-led Government on the
ground that the Chief Minister
had not tabled the motion of
confidence or direct the Speaker
to convene a session of the legis-
lature once again to enable the
Chief Minister to table a motion
of confidence.

The Chief Minister categori-
cally stated that he was not given
a fair chance and was keen to
table the motion of confidence.
“How is it established that I have
lost the majority and that my
Government is reduced to a mi-
nority. It is a constitutional cri-
sis.”

The Chief Minister accompa-
nied by Law Minister H.K. Patil
thereafter called on the Gover-
nor and made a representation.

JUBILATION: Janata Dal (Secular) leader H.D. Kumaraswamy (second from right), along with Leader of the
Opposition in the Karnataka Assembly B.S. Yediyurappa (second from left) and other MLAs, shows the victory sign
in Bangalore on Friday. (Below) The former Prlme Mmzster H.D. Deve Gowda, announcing his resignation as

Janata Dal (S) president. — PHOTQS: V. SREENV.

Meanwhile, AICC general sec-
retary in charge of Karnataka af-
fairs AXK. Antony said the
Congress had been betrayed by
the JD (S). Former Prime Minis-
ter and JD(S) leader Deve Gow-
da sent a sealed cover to him
reportedly suggesting that Mr.
Dharam Singh be asked to resign
and thereafter fresh discussions
could be held between the two
parties on power sharing. The
Congress leaders thereafter felt
“ditched” and preferred to sit in
the Opposition. Earlier in the
day, the Congress had yielded to
all the conditions put across by
the JD (§) including power shar-
ing as per the Maharashtra pat-
tern with the sole intention of
keeping the BJP out.

Sources in the JD (S) told
The Hindu that Mr. Gowda who
quit as the party’s national presi-
dent following his son’s (Mr.
Kumaraswamy) stubborn stance
to go with the BJP decided to call
off further appeals to him and
the rebel legislators when he re-
alised that they would not return

£l s, B
to his fold. Mr Deve Gowda had
even set a deadline to the legisla-
tors to fall in line and meet him
at the residence of his other son,
H.D. Revanna, Minister for Pub-
lic Works and Energy. However,
none of the legislators heeded
the deadline and Mr. Gowda an-
nounced his resignation.

The Assembly proceedings
were delayed inordinately on ac-

THY- AND. SANPATALIWIMAR,

count of a series of in camera
meetings between the top Con-
gress leaders and Mr. Gowda.
Mr. Antony termed the political
crisis in the State which ulti-
mately resulted in the under-
standing between the two
parties falling apart “a calculat-
ed coup” to dislodge the Govern-
ment. Interestingly while Mr.
Gowda was in close contact with
Mr. Antony and Defence Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee, the Kum-
araswamy group of the JD (§)
was in close touch with Senior
BJP leader M. Venkaiah Naidu.

After his recognition as JDLP !
leader, an overjoyed Mr. Kum-
araswamy said the Congress and
the JD (S) never really enjoyed a
good relationship despite com-
ing together to form the coali-
tion Government. It was to.
avenge the humiliation heaped !

|

on his father and the JD (S) that |

the legislators decided to go with |

the BJP. This exercise was not ;
undertaken to enable “me to be-

come a Chief Minister. Even

now I am not after any position. ,

We had made up our minds sev-
eral months ago,” he said.



-~ Gowda U-turn
1/~ 1n power pact, , |

Statesman News Service
| S
BANGALORE, Jan. 23. —
JD-§ supremo Mr HD
Deve Gowda today virtual-
ly justified the action of his
son Mr HD Kumaraswamy
who has brought the
Congress-JDS  coalition
government in Karnataka
to the brink of collapse,
saying it was to “save the
party”. Stating that the end
justified the means, he said
his son could not be faulted
for taking away more than
40 MLAs with him and
bringing the Dharam Singh
government to its knees.
He said Mr Kumaraswamy
had done what he thought
best to save the JD-S.

The former Prime
Minsiter and national
president of the JD-S also
took the opportunity to hit
out at the Congress.
According to him, the
Congress had humiliated
him during the past 18

S AT TS

months. Mr Deve Gowda
said his son had taken
away his supporters to
avenge ill treatment by the
Congress and prevent
“poaching”.

A meeting between the
father-son duo took place
at the house of Mr
Balakrishna, Mr Kumara-
swamy’s brother. Mr
Kumaraswamy had been
telling the media that he
would not meet his father
at all,

After the meeting, all
that Mr Gowda told
reporters was that his son
had wanted to discuss the
issues raised by him with
the MLAs who were sup-
porting him.

Mr Kumaraswamy told
reporters that he had
come from Goa to enquire
about his father’s health.
Answering queries on
whether he would reverse
his decision, he quipped:
“1 cannot act against the
wishes of my partymen.”-

1‘555793Yf§‘AN



JD(S) flies o
MLAs to Goa 1

JD(S) group, BJP pile

S. Rajendran

BANGALORE: The political imbro-
glio in Karnataka continued for
the fourth day on Saturday with
no sign of a resolution, although
there were clear signs of much
behind-the-scenes activity. The
Janata Dal(Secular) group and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
seemed to be trying to pile pres-
sure on Chief Minister Dharam
Singh to quit ahead of the trial of
strength on the floor of the legis-
lature on January 27.

If the BJP moved its MLAs to
Chennai on Friday night, on Sat-
urday it was the turn of the JD
(S) group to fly its MLAs to Goa.
High drama marked the trip.
The group included its rallying
force, H.D. Kumaraswamy. His
message was unambiguous: “I
will prove my strength on Janu-

| ary 27.”

Mr. Dharam Singh, still bank-
ing on JD(S) national president
H.D. Deve Gowda coming to his
aid, exuded confidence that the
former Prime Minister would
manage to bring around his son,
Mr. Kumaraswamy. He was
looking to Hyderabad and the
Congress high command, in par-
ticular some senior Congress
leaders, to evolve a solution.

It was after several rounds of
discussions that Goa was chosen
as the ‘safe haven” for the JD(S)
legislators. State JD(S) presi-
dent N. Thippanna led them.

Before their departure, Mr.
Kumaraswamy said the move
was not prompted by the fear of
horse-trading. They had decided
to shift out of Bangalore for a few
days to let the Congress high
command know that the JD(S)
group’s aim was not to bargain.
Rather, it wanted to convey to
the Congress its displeasure.
“Rather than face a trial of
strength on the floor of the legis-
lature which will result in the
defeat of the motion of confi-
dence, it is better for the party to
call upon the Chief Minister to
quit.

NNE
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up pressure

o Kumaraswamy resolute,
confident

o Dharam Singh looks to.
high command

¢ Janata Dai(U) supports
new grouping .

On Saturday the Janata Dal
(United) with seven legislators,
of whom five are MLAs, decided
to support the combine of the
JD(S) group and the BJP. State
JD(U) president B. Somashekar,
who is in New Delhi to finalise
the understanding, told The
Hindu that the modalities would
be worked out after the trial of
strength, The total strength of
the JD (S)-BJP-JD (U) group
combine is now 128 in a house of
224.

Deve Gowda’s discussions

Mr. Deve Gowda held discus-
sions with national-level JD(S)
leaders, including the floor lead-
er of the JD(S) in the Lok Sabha,
M.P. Veerendra Kumar; senior
vice-president Bapu Kaldate,
and secretary-general Danish
Ali.

Deputy Chief Minister M.P.
Prakash and Finance and Indus-
tries Minister P.G.R. Sindhiaw-
ere present.

The JD(S) national president
said he was working on ways to
save the Dharam Singh Govern-
ment. He ruled out any meeting
of the national executive of the
party before January 27.

He said he would meet Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi, if
need be. (In Hyderabad, the
Congress spoke of the possibility
of Ms. Gandhi meeting him, but
side-stepped questions on ap-
plying the Jammu and Kashmir
formula of leadership rotation in
Karnataka, reports PTI.)

More reports on Page 8
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Karnataka MLAS mov

d out

Kumaraswamy won’t relent; Congress sends emissary to Gowda

Ul

| AT THE RETREAT: Janata Dal (S) group leader H.D. Kumaraswamy (centre) leavmg a resort 30 km from Bangalore
| with legislators supporting him, on Friday evening. — PHOTO: K. GOPINATHAN

; S. Rajendran

BANGALORE: A third consecutive
day of political commotion in
Karnataka on Friday found the
H.D. Kumaraswamy group of the
Janata Dal (S) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party spiriting away their
MLAs to havens outside the
State to prevent any poaching
during the run-up to the sched-
uled voting in the Assembly by
January 27. A large group of the
BJP legislators reached Chennai
by a chartered flight a little after
10 p.m.

The day also witnessed fever-
ish attempts by the H.D. Deve
Gowda group and members of
the family of the former Prime
Minister to persuade Mr. Kum-
araswamy to retrace his steps
and terminate his alliance-in-
the-making with the BJP, But on
Friday it seemed that Mr. Kum-
araswamy retracing his steps
was a highly unlikely prospect.

The Congress high command,
which has been in touch with
Mr. Deve Gowda through vari-
ous leaders including Ahmed Pa-
tel, political secretary to
Congress president Sonia Gand-

hi, apart from the Chief Minister
himself, sent Margaraet Alva as
an emissary. While this was de-
scribed as a courtesy call, it is
learnt that during the nearly 30-
minute in camera meeting, the
Congress leader put across a
package including change of
Chief Minister and the party’s
fresh commitment to abiding by
the Maharashtra pattern of pow-
er-sharing.

Chief Minister N. Dharam
Singh, apparently still stunned
by the developments, is yet to
take a firm stand on whether to
go through the trial of strength
on January 27 or to demit office
prior to the deadline set by the
Governor. Using the phrase of an
“exit option,” the Chief Minister
stated that he is ready to quit if
the Congress high command
wants him to do so. Meanwhile
he is also gearing up for the trial
of strength.

Horse-trading was the phrase
in the air, although Governor
T.N. Chaturvedi had said the
previous day that MLAs are not
horses to be traded. Mr. Dharam
Singh alleged that what the
Kumaraswamy group is doing is

POAN ONNR

worse than horse-trading.

It appeared on Friday that a
large section of the JD(S) is
caught between Mr. Deve Gowda
and his son. But there also ap-
peared to be the hope and confi-
dence that a solution would be
found to the embarrassing polit-
ical-familial imbroglio. Howev-
er, at the end of the day it
appeared that despite the efforts
of his kin, Mr. Kumaraswamy
was adamant. Come what may,
he seemed to say, he would not
change his stand. Members of
Mr. Deve Gowda'’s family led by
his eldest son, H.D. Balakrishna,
talked to Mr. Kumaraswamy for
the third day, seemingly in vain.

Talking of humiliation

Mr. Kumaraswamy, however,
stuck to his stand and said that
following all the humiliation
heaped on the JD (S) by the Con-
gress over a period of time, the
party legislators had no choice
but to go with the BJP. The
Kumaraswamy group has a
strength of 44 legislators includ-
ing five independents, who are
associate members of the JD(S).

To keep the flock intact, the

THE FinBU

legislators, who were accommo-
dated in a resort on the outskirts
of Bangalore, were shifted out in
two groups by the evening of Fri-
da

)};eports have it that wh;le one
group was taken to Jharkhand ir
the morning, the other grouj
comprising a major chunk of the
legislators left for an unknown
destination in the evening. (Des
tinations as diverse as Goa, Ker
ala and Gujarat, an
arrangements including char
tered flights, were being men
tioned even late in the evening,)

The BJP, which had “accom-
modated” its legislators in a re-
sort, shifted them out by
evening, and they took the flight
to Chennai.

Deputy Chief Minister M.P.
Prakash, Industries and Finance
Minister P.G.R. Sindhia, Higher
Education Minister D. Manju-
nath and Food and Civil Supplies
Minister H.S. Mahadev Prasad
along with the former Minister
and BJP MP M. Rajashekara-
murthy, a new entrant to the JD
(S attended a meeting at Mr.
Deve Gowda’s home to take
stock of the developments.

./“
>



Beleaguered Dharam
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BANGALORE, Jan. 20.
— Given the weight of
numbers against him a
week ahead of a trial of
strength in the Assembly

on 27 January,
Karnataka’s beleaguered-
chief minister Mr N
Dharam Singh today
spoke of his “option to
exit” while the JD-S rebel
faction ruled out reversing
its decision to withdraw
support to his ministry.

A day after Governor
Mr TN Chaturvedi had
ordered Mr Singh to face
the floor test, the chief
minister told reporters

that “I have an option to
exit”. But, in the same
breath, he said he was
optimistic of winning the
trust vote, adding, “a mira-
cle can happen.”
Congress, jolted by the
dramatic turn of events
which left the state’s coali-
tion ministry led by it
unenviably insecure, sent
party general secretary Ms
Margaret Alva here in a
last-ditch effort to rescue
the tottering government.

Ms Alva had two rounds
of discussions with the
chief minister and a meet-
ing in between with JD-S
supremo Mr HD Gowda .
She said she had discussed
certain issues with Mr

5 speaks of exit option

Pross Trust of India .\ *

Gowda which she would
convey to Congress presi-
dent Mrs Sonia Gandhi.
Mr Gowda seemed to be
the main hope for the
Congress as Ms Alva said:
“Everything now rests on
the JD-S president”.
Legislators loyal to him
stayed at a resort on the

city’s outskirts fearing
“poaching” by the
Congress.

Apprehending attempts
by the Congressto split the
party, the BJP today shift-

ed its legislators to
Chennai. party sources
said.

Cong deputes
trouble-shooters to woo
Gowda, page 5§



Karnataka trust vote on Jan 27
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Bangalore: As the Congress-
JD(S) coalition government
headed by him tottered, Karnata-
ka chief minister N Dharam
Singh on Thursday said he would
seek a vote of confidence on Jan-
uary 27 in the assembly to
demonstrate his strength after
the withdrawal of support by
JD(S) rebels led by H D Ku-
maraswamy.

After governor T N Chaturvedi
addressed the joint session of the
state legislature and his consul-
tations with assembly speaker
Krishna preceeding the adjourn-
ment of the assembly, Singh an-
nounced his decision to seek the
trust vote and expressed confi-
dence that he would prove his
majority.

Singh, whose government is on
the precipice after the political
coup staged by Gowda’s son by
joining hands with BJP to pull
the rug under his feet, also did not
rule out the possibility of meet-
ing former prime minister H D
Deve Gowda to defuse the crisis.

The decision to seek the confi-
dence vote after a week came in
for scathing attack from the BJP,
with its senior leader M Venkaiah
Naidu accusing the Congress of
“running away from the battle.”

“It (Congress) wanted to post-
pone the defeat by one week,”
Naidu said, alleging that it would
employ “some dirty tricks” to
survive in power but would not
succeed. He (Singh) should have
been bold enough to face the
house,” said Naidu, whose party
also mounted pressure on the gov-
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ernor since morn-
ing to take an early
decision on the let-
ter of withdrawal
of support to pave
the way for installa-
tion of the coali-
tion government of
BJP and the splin-
ter JD(S) group.

In the unfolding
political drama on
Thursday, MLAs of
BJP and the Ku-
maraswamy fac-
tion boycotted the
governor’s address
to the joint legisla-
ture session, say-
ing the address had
been prepared by a
ministry  which
had been reduced
to a minority.

The BJP legisla-
tors also staged a
dharna in the Raj
Bhavan, and a par-
ty delegation met
the governor urg-

ing him to advise
the chief minister
to resign on the
ground that his
ministry had been
reduced to a minority or dismiss
him if he refused to fall in line.

Keeping up the pressure, the
BJP leaders met the governor
again after his address to the leg-
islature and told him to ask the
chief minister to prove Mis
strength by Friday.

The JD(S) splinter gro

e

also

BJP leaders B S Yeduriyappa and Ananthkumar
alongwith MLAs stage a dharna in front of Raj Bhavan
demanding the installation of a new government, in
Bangalore on Thursday iielated reports on Page 13

submitted a letter signed by its
legisiators to the speaker, seeking
their recognition and communi-
cating that they had elected Ku-
maraswamy as their leader.
Congress high command,
caught off guard by the Karnata-
ka developments, on Thursday re-
viewed the situation at a meeting

ceeegeeaenuoeens of
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attended by top brass, in-
cluding Sonia Gandhi, but
was in no mood to com-
promise with the rebel
JD(S) faction led by Ku-
maraswamy to save its 20-
month-old government.

At the same time, the
central leadership felt
that the JD(S) supreme H
D Deve Gowda, who has
disapproved of the coup
staged by his son. would
be able to persuade Ku-
maraswamy to see reason
in the next few days be-
fore the vote of confi-
dence on January 27 in
the beleaguered Dharam

Singh ministry.

Gandhi deliberated on
the fast moving political
developments in the
southern state since
Wednesday evening with
PM Manmohan Singh
and senior leader A K
Antony, who is incharge
of party affairs of Kar-
nataka as the governor
asked the chief minister
to prove his majority by
January 27. After the
hour-long meeting,
Antony merely expressed
the hope that the party
would succeed in “sav-
ing” the government but
dismissed as speculative
that Congress would back
rebel JD(S) to form the
government,

“We are closely monitoring the
situation and are in touch with
local colleagues, including chief
minister and PCC chief,” he said
as Dharam Singh did not rule out
the possibility of meeting Gowda
but shunned suggestions of talks
with Kumaraswamy. agencies
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Tragicomedy in
Karnataka+® .

he political drama being played out in Karnataka
does no credit to any of the three principal actors —
the Congress, the Janata Dal (Secular), and the
Bharatiya Janata Party. No matter how the present
crisis, induced by the revolt of JD (S) working president H.D.
Kumaraswamy, ends, the major share of the blame for desta-
bilising the Dharam Singh Government must fall on the
Congress. Vested interests within that party alienated the
JD (S) by aligning with a breakaway group, the All India
Progressive Janata Dal. In the months leading to the present
crisis, the Congress in Karnataka provided a copybook dem-
onstration of how not to run a coalition. It egregiously
attempted to bring into its fold the JD (S) dissident leader, S.
Siddaramaiah, who now heads the AIPJD. The national
- president of the JD (S) and former Prime Minister, H. D.
Deve Gowda, fought back by applying intense counter-pres-
sure. Following the intervention of the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, Mr, Siddaramaiah and his supporters were
forced out of the cabinet and the ruling combine. Congress
leaders, especially those in the S.M. Krishna camp, seem to
have learnt nothing from this experience. After the recent
panchayat elections, the State Congress favoured an under-
hand deal with the ATPJD in a greedy attempt to gain control
over local bodies in areas where it could not get a majority.
This naturally angered Mr. Gowda. The published images of
Siddaramaiah supporters, in the company of Congress lead-
ers and activists, beating Mr. Gowda’s picture with slippers
and burning his effigies could not have improved matters.
But the JD (S) has done itself little good through its
politics of brinkmanship. The secular image of the party,
nurtured by Mr. Gowda over the long term, has taken a
beating thanks to his third son’s coup d’etat — the decidedly
anti-secular understanding he forged with the BJP to form a
government. The JD (S) legislators who went along with Mr.
Kumaraswamy to meet the Governor did not even pause to
think of the recently tightened disqualification provisions in
the Constitution. They could not have got away with it —
unless the game plan was to merge with the BJP. The
Hindutva party displayed rank opportunism in embracing
an ideological enemy at the faintest smell of power. At this
point, it also seems to have miscalculated. Senior party
leaders failed to factor in Mr. Gowda’s antipathy to commu-
nal politics, the loyalty he commands among JD (S) legisla-
tors, and the strong father-son bond. Stating that he was
fighting for his political life, the former Prime Minister has
committed himself to saving a regime he does not respect.
Governor T.N. Chaturvedi must be commended for keeping
a cool constitutional head and playing by the book: he has
asked the Chief Minister to prove the Government’s major-
ity in a floor test no later than January 27. It is virtually
guaranteed that this tragicomedy will present further twists

before the denouement arrives. /
v/
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" Dramatic Irony

¢\ Karnataka political crisis
A\ compounds Congress blues

1rsT, the fall of Lalu Prasad, then Bofors, and

now Karnataka — these are trying days for the

Congress. Between May 2004 and November 2005,

the party had a dream run. Manmohan Singh and
Sonia Gandhi, so far focused on issues of growth and
welfare, are battling their way out of a series of setbacks.
The imminent fall of the Congress-Janata Dal (Secular)
government in Karnataka smacks of the Congress being
beaten at its own game of defections, institutionalised by
Indira Gandhi. There’s another irony that is inescapable:
True to the dynastic traditions of the Congress, JD(S)
president H D Deve Gowda seems to have stage-managed the
drama to ensure that his son, H D Kumaraswamy, becomes
chief minister. For a man who has always promoted his
kin, it is hard to believe that he was upset at the mass
defection of JD(S) MLAs, ‘led’ by his son, to the BJP camp.
He is unlikely to mourn the decimation of his party, in form
and concept, if the process culminates in his son ruling the
state. JD(S) came into being when part of the undivided
Janata Dal allied with the BJP. That ‘secular’ element has
all but vanished. Gowda’s present sulk is only a token
expression of political correctness. As for the BJP, it has in-
ternalised the ways of the Congress, a point that L K Advani
has made from time to time. Chief minister Dharam Singh
says the game is not over: Does he expect the party to some-
how pull off a Goa or Jharkhand for him? The Congress
could benefit in the next round of elections if it stays clear
of manipulation for the sake of continuing in power.

The party’s prospects for this year look bleak. 1t is likely
to lose to the Left Democratic Front combine when it goes to
polls in Kerala in another four months. West Bengal is a lost
cause. In Maharashtra, the Nationalist Congress Party is
making inroads at its expense. Rahul Gandhi’s possible
induction into the CWC is unlikely to produce immediate
results in the Hindi heartland. Even where development
concerns compete with caste empowerment, as in Bihar,
Congress lacks the base or leadership to derive any advan-
tage. Its condition in the states is unlikely to impact the
stability of the government at the Centre. But it will impact
governance in key areas of development, where Centre-
state cooperation holds the key This should concern
I\&mmohan Singh and Sonia Gandhi, if not Deve Gowda.
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Sajjad Lone looks forward to
positive impact of dialogue

“An all-inclusive dialogue on the Kashmir issue needed"

Shujaat Bukhari YQ,\ ﬁ%"i\ Y‘Q
SRINAGAR: Terming his recent talks with
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh as “posi-
tive and satisfactory,” Sajjad Lone, chairman
of a faction of the People’s Conference, on
Monday predicted that something concrete
would come out of the dialogue the Centre
was having with the Kashmiri leaders.

At a news conference here, Mr. Lone de-
clined to divulge the details of the dialogue he
recently had with the Prime Minister to
maintain what he called the “sanctity of dia-
logue.”

Regarding the possible solution to the
Kashmir issue, he said: “The solution has to
be other than status quo, complete merger

NNIT ~

with either India or Pakistan and autonomy.”

Advocating an all-inclusive dialogue on the
Kashmir issue, he said: “I don’t represent the
Jammu Kashmir State on the whole. I have
made it clear that I represent a section.” At
the same time, he did not favour separatists
holding a joint dialogue with the Centre.
“That is not possible because it is difficult to
have a consensus first.”

He hoped that the dialogue would gain
credibility in due course of time. However, he
refused to comment on his estranged brother
Bilal Lone’s remarks, saying that dialogue was
heading nowhere.

About involving militants in the talks, Mr.
Lone said it was for gun-wielding youth to
decide.

THE HINCU



' GOWDA SON STAKES CLAIM WITH BJP SUPPORT

Rebels rock

Dharam

BANGALORE, Jan. 18. — The 20-
month-old Congress-Janata Dal (Secular)
government, headed by Mr Dharam Singh,
is on the brink of collapse following the
withdrawal of support by 46 of the 49
JD-S MLAs.

The faction is led by Mr HD
Kumaraswamy, working president of the
party’s state unit and son of former Prime
Minister Mr HD Deve Gowda. Mr
Kumaraswamy has staked his claim to
form the next government with the BIP’s
support.

In the 224-member Assembly, the
Congress has 65 seats, JD-S 49 and the sin-
gle largest party, the BJP 79. Its ally, the
JD-United has five seats. After a split and
the easing out of Mr Siddaramiah from the
party by Mr Deve Gowda last year, the
strength of the JD-S has come down to 49
from 58. In fast-paced developments earli-
er today, even as Mr Gowda said that he
would neither bring down the coalition
government nor align with the BJP, his son,
Mr Kumaraswamy, took his supporters to
the Governor, Mr TN Chaturvedi, to say
the opposite. The BIP leader, Mr
Venkajah Naidu, who had flown in from
Delhi, said his party would try to form a
government with the help of the JD-S
splinter group.

In fact, such is the optimism-in the splin-
ter group of the JDS and the BJP that they
appear to have shared out the portfolios in
the new government. Mr Kumaraswamy
would be the chief minister for the first 20
months after which the BJP leader, Mr BS
Yeduyurappa, would take over. Until then,
the BJP would ocey, y the deputy chief
minister’s position. Mr Gowda has sent a
letter to the Governor, urging him not to
recognise the breakaway JD-S group led
by his son.

His says that only the leader of the JD-S
in the Assembly, Mr MP Prakash, can take

i

boat

CM seeks time till 31 Jan

BANGALORE, Jan.
18. — Kamataka
chief mipister Mr N
Dharam Singh ,
tonight sought time
till 31 January from
Governor Mr TN
Chaturvedi to prove
his majority on the
floor of the state
Assembly, official
sources said. The
Governor, howevey,
has not taken any
decision on the chief
minister’s request. Mr Singh's request came
during his meeting with the Govemnor after the
JD-8 faction led by Mr HD Kumaraswamy
informed Mr Chaturvedi of their decision to
withdraw support to the Congress-JD(S)
coalition government. — SNS/PTI

Mr N Dharam Singh

such a step. Mr Prakash is also the deputy
chief minister.

- In New Delhi, Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh tonight held a meeting
with defence minister Mr Pranab
Mukherjee and home minister Mr
Shivraj Patil to discuss the Karnataka sit-
uation. Most political observers in
Bangalore do not think that the father

and sen have parted ways with the latter

bent on grabbing power at any cost. They
believe that as Mr Deve Gowda cannot
openly seek the support of the BIP to
form a government, he is using his son to
achieve his objective.

Mr Gowda’s main grouse against the
Congress is that it is seeking to join
hands with his arch-enemy, Mr
Siddaramiah of the All-India Progressive
Janata Dal, in running the panchayats
which came to be saddled with a frac-
tured mandate in the elections last
month.

i THE STATESUAN



TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 20715
\
S The wheels
\ .
X V<\ f h' t o~
'\ of history §°.»
s B he wheels of history are turning in Jammu and
Kashmir, excruciatingly slowly perhaps, but re-

l volving nonetheless. On Saturday, Prime Minister

" Manmohan Singh met the secessionist leader, Saj-
jad Gani Lone, and thus began the first formal dialogue New
Delhi has held with politicians outside the umbrella of the
All Parties Hurriyat Conference. By meeting with Mr. Lone,
the Central Government has signalled that it intends to
engage with all elements of the complex political mosaic in
the State. Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad has made it
clear that the doors of the Prime Minister’s Office are open
to other secessionist leaders as well, notably Mohammad
Yasin Malik and Shabbir Shah. In time, the logic of Sat-
urday’s meeting dictates, New Delhi should open a dialogue
on the State’s future with politicians opposed to ethnic-
Kashmiri secessionists. This category includes players as
ideologically diverse as Mohammad Yusuf Tarigami, the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader; Mufti Mocham-
mad Sayeed, ex-Chief Minister and leader of the People’s
Democratic Party; Omar Abdullah, National Conference
president; Kashmir Pandit organisations; and the Jammu-
region leadership of the Congress. These players represent
sections of the people who have equities in the future of
Jammu and Kashmir, and thus a right to have their voices
heard in the rooms where it will be decided.

Does this mean, as some critics contend, a dilution of the
dialogue process? Yes — but also no. If the objective of the
dialogue was to secure a one-shot settlement of the conflict,
it would have made little sense to broaden participation in
it. Yet it has been clear for some time that the APHC simply
does not have the leverage to deliver an end to violence. Nor
has its claim to be the sole spokesperson of the State’s
people been found credible. In turn, Pakistan’s recent pro-
posals on Jammu and Kashmir — demilitarisation of the
State and what Pervez Musharraf has described as “self-
rule” — have demonstrated flexibility, but not seriousness
of purpose. President Musharraf has not, for example, said
exactly what he intends to do to end terrorism by Pakistan-
based groups — terrorism that claimed the lives of the
fathers of both Mr. Lone and the APHC chairman, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq. Nor has he touched on the subject of allowing
democratic governance in the part of Jammu and Kashmir
administered by Pakistan, New voices must be heard if new
ideas are to emerge. It is encouraging that the Mirwaiz has
stated, notwithstanding his reservations, that he does not
oppose the Prime Minister’s meeting with Mr. Lone. New
Delhi now needs to demonstrate that broad-based dialogue
is not a tactical manoeuvre to marginalise the APHC. It will
take time and patience to find a solution acceptable to all
those who have stakes in Jammu and Kashmir. Dialogue,
after all, is a process — not a tool to deliver a pre-conc?ved
end.
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KASHMIRI LEADER MEETS PM

/—
. Talks with Manmohan
v constructlve, says Lone

/Masood Hussain

[f NEW DELH 14JANUARY /\

frer an hour-long “pos-
[ itive” and “construc-
tive” meeting with

Prime Minister, Kashmiri
leader Sajjad Lone said no
results should be expected
from the just-started talks
process. Right now, he said,
process was more important
than results and insisted Prime
Minister had agreed to institu-
tionalize the dialogue by mak-
ing itinclusive after identifying
and involving relevant parties
and persons in J&K.

“Results showld not be a
yardstick fogghe failure of this
process tharhastobéa long one
and  tinyé consummg Jone
said. Thpugh many issues came
under dxsgussnon Lone refused
to divulge any details for the
sake of the process. “It will de-
feat the purpose and offer no
result at all”, he said while
briefing the reporters after
meeting was over.

He talked of certain “promis-
es” and insisted the people must
have their say in the process for
they have given sacrifices,PM’s
media adviser Sanjay Baru said

Singh was keen on reaching out
. to the elements that were out-
*side the electoral process. The
exercise would continue and
there would be meetings with
all other groups, he added.

Invitation to Sajjad stunned
the Mirwaiz-led Hurriyat
which was ready to have an-
other round of talks with Mr
Singh after their week-long
stay on the other side of the
Redcliff Line. Instead, they
were asked to have a meeting
with national security adviser,
sources said.

Mirwaiz expressed his disap-
pointment and accused Delhi of
insincerity. “I think, NDA was
more devoted to dialogue than
UPA. We are not against Gov-
ernment of India talking to Saj-
jad but we feel they are neither
serious nor sincere. Nothing
much has changed in Kashmir
after we talked to him (Prime
Minister) last time”, he told re-
porters. Unlike Islamabad, Mir-
waiz said Delhi is rigid. He ac-
cused central bureaucracy of
creating the notion that Hurriy-
at works on Musharraf agenda.

Before the talks began, Bilal
Ghani Lone said there is “no
need to react (to the meeting)

or to panic. We would welcome
any person or initiative that
would get some relief to the
people”, he said.

Bilal and Sajjad are brothers
who split the Peoples Confer-
ence, the legacy of their father
Abdul Gani Lone after his assas-
sination. Bilal is with Mirwaiz
and Sajjad is equidistant from
rival Hurriyat’s.

Ms Mehbooba Mufti, MP and
PDP president commented, “We
are a staunch pro-talks party
and feel encouraged that the
process is broadening. There is

-immediate need to involve oth-

er groups like Yasin Malik and
Syed Ali Geelani”, However, she
sounded a word of caution.
“Our immediate concern is that
Kashmir should be handled at
political level rather than by bu-
reaucracy and the security grid.
The people who are caught in
the crossfire must get some re-
lief,” she insisted.

But some people privy of the
happenings in Delhi insists the
reservations being expressed
are misplaced. Says Moham-
mad Sayeed Malik, former edi-
tor: “Within a few weeks Shabir
Shah and Yasin Malik are being
formally inyited for talks.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2006 \/

Choosing friends \
carefully ',

ith the Communist Party of India opposing the
-W entry of the Democratic Indira Congress (Ka-

runakaran) into the Left Democratic Front,
the breakaway Congress group will have to
face the possibility of being forced to float a third front in
Kerala’s polarised political arena. The LDF is yet to take a
final decision on this issue, but the signs of hostility within
the front should make the DIC(K) wary of putting all its eggs
in one basket. The DIC(K) entered into informal seat ad-
justments with the LDF for the local body polls; it also
supported the CPI in the Thiruvananthapuram Lok Sabha
by-election. But the truth is that the LDF does not really
need the support of the DIC(K). In the prevailing political
situation, the LDF is poised to return to power with a
substantial majority. Other than increasing its victory mar-
gin, the DIC(K) will make no difference to the LDF. The
smaller partners of the LDF thus have some cause for worry:
the admission of the DIC(K) into the front could reduce
their share of Assembly seats without any tangible benefits
in return. Moreover, a three-cornered contest will help the
LDF almost as much as an alliance with the DIC(K), which
can be expected to eat into the UDF’s vote share.

But the CPI, and another constituent, the Revolutionary
Socialist Party, have more substantive reasons for resisting
attempts to include the DIC(K) in the LDF. Over the years,
the LDF has developed into a cohesive unit with a distinct
Left orientation. By including a breakaway group that only a
few months ago was part of the rival front, the LDF might
only be contributing to the blurring of the ideological divide.
Also, an outfit such as the DIC(K), which walked out of the
Congress following a factional conflict, could just as easily
return to the parent party. After all, in the early 1980s, the
Congress faction led by A.K. Antony was a constituent of the
LDF. Within a couple of years of winning the election in the
company of the Left parties, Mr. Antony merged his orga-
nisation with the Congress, bringing down the LDF Govern-
ment in the process. More than 20 years later, it is a
comparable situation with Mr. Karunakaran and Mr. Anto-
ny exchanging places. Not surprisingly, some of the LDF
constituents believe Mr. Karunakaran will return to the
Congress at the first available opportunity and walk away, as
did Mr. Antony, with MLAs who had won the election with
Left support. Although the United Democratic Front accept-
ed into its fold leaders such as M.V. Raghavan and K.R.
Gowri, who left the Communist Party of India (Marxist), this
is not reason enough for the LDF to emulate it. In the short
term, the Left has very little to gain by accommodating the
DIC(K). And over the long Kaul, such a move could be
counterproductive.
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/ To broaden Kashmir peace process,
™ PM invites Sajjad.Lone for Delhi talks

1 Identify more relevant actors in Kashmlr says People’s Conference chief

RIYAZ WANI
NEW DELHISRINAGAR,  \
JANUARY 10 Q‘% A

A DAY after the Hurriyat
Conference charged the gov-
ernment with going slow on
the peace process, Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh hasin-
vited J-K People’s Conference
Chairman Sajjad Lone for
talks on January 14.

The invitation by the PMO
is a bid to broaden the peace
process and involve all sepa-
ratist groups in J-K. Lone, the
son of assassinated Hurriyat

BHAVNA VIJ-AURORA,
A\

leader Abdul
Gani Lone,
will be visiting
New Delhi at
the head of a
five-member
team. The
meeting  is
likely to be
held on Saturday evening,
Terming the invitation as
“positive”, Lone told The In-
dian Express it was important
to have a “sense of realism”
while going in for talks.
“Immediate results shouid
not be the yardstick to judge a
peace process. The fact that

‘Let us make it more inclusive’

the process
has started is
a victory in it-
j self.  There
are bound to

and there are
bound to be
speed-break-
ers, but it has to go on,” he
said.

About other members of
the delegation, Lone said the
decision will be taken on Janu-
ary 12. Lone, however, called
for further broadening of the
process. “India should identify
more relevant actors in Kash-

be problems -

mir and try to make the
process inclusive,” Lone said.

Government sources said
the invitation to Lone was part
of the Prime Minister’s stated
decision to involve as many
separatists as possible in the
peace process. The govern-
ment, they said, was in touch
with other separatist leaders
through various interlocuters
and will be inviting them.

The invitation to Lone has,
however, ruffled the feathers
of Hurriyat doves, who think
it is an attempt by New Dethi
torelegate them toa “less im-
portant position”.
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/1 Humyat talks of /
co-existence after -
meeting Musharraf

\ Masood Hussain ¥
@‘5 RRINACAR 7 IANUARY QO Y

# FOR the first time, Kashmir’s moderate
separatists have ruled out the possibility
of “complete independence” and insist-
ed a way-out lies in “co-existence” with
India and Pakistan. They have termed
de-militarization a vital pre-requisite for
any confidence building measure in-
cluding self-rule and thrown their
weight behind Musharraf’s idea of cops
replacing troops on the LoC.

Top Hurriyat trio led by Mirwaiz Umer
Farooq is visiting Pakistan apparently to
show solidarity with the quake sur-
I vivors. They already had detailed meet-

Mirwaiz ings with the Pakistan President General
Musharraf during which they told him that their plan of
United States of Kashmir resembles his self-rule idea.

Explaining their blueprint, Hurriyat leaders have said
their USK blueprint envisages creating a “{ederal structure”
that would protect individual identities of all the “five units
of Jammu & Kashmir”. Though the regions have not been
identified, it is presumed they are talking about Kashmir,
Jammu, Ladakh, PoK and Northemn Areas. While throwing
their weight behind Musharraf's de-militarization idea, the
moderates have seconded his recent statement of police re-
placing the troops on the LoC.

Observers say the staterents being issued by Hurriyat are
“very significant” especially in wake of the spadework that
the neighbours are doing for the secretary level “composite
dialogue” scheduled for January 17 in Delhi. Apart from oth-
er issues Kashmir continues to be part of the agenda. Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq has rejected the idea of LoC getting con-
verted into a permanent border and clarified that self rule is
very different from the autonomy because the latter falls
within the options of “India’s constitutional framework”.

Though Mirwaiz and Prof Bhat have stated that all the
options being discussed through back-channels are till in
embryonic stage, they have insisted on the inevitability of
third party involvement especially for guaranteeing the
outcome of the negotiations in the long run.
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Character of Kashmir militancy\’v

changing, says Governor - .~

“Greater strike capability, higher academic profile and wider reach”

Luv Puri

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Governor Lt. Gen. (retd.) Srini-
vas Kumar Sinha told
The Hindu that the character of
militancy in Jammu and Kash-
mir was changing, with the mil-
itant cadres, though reduced in
number, demonstrating greater
strike capability, a higher aca-
demic profile and wider reach.
This was seen during the recent
terrorist strikes across the coun-
try, Mr. Sinha said. However, the
state apparatus was fully aware
of the changing trends and
would effectively deal with the
situation.

He criticised the Pakistan es-
tablishment’s silence over the
activities of terror outfits in that
country.“You still have chiefs of
terrorist outfits moving about
freely across the border,” he
said. Islamabad was indifferent

* State appa mmmw the changing trends

.

. 5

to the activities of jehadi groups,
which have a direct fallout on
Jammu and Kashmir. Infiltra-
tion still continued and there
was a spurt during the earth-
quake as the fence was damaged.

“I refuse to believe that the
Pakistan Army personnel along
the Line of Control do not have
knowledge when the terrorists
sneak in. The enlightened mod-
eration, which the U.S. or the
Western world thinks President
Musharraf is practising, is of lit-
tle value for us and, in the long
run, not even to them. The les-
sons of cold war are all before
us.”

On the political dialogue and
type of solutions, some based on
cartographic changes coming
mostly from outside the country,
he said he would not like to dis-
cuss specific solutions. But, at
the same time, Jammu and
Kashmir was the only State hav-
ing its own Constitution. Even
acts of Parliament had to be rat-
ified by the State Assembly.

Economic situation

“On the economic front, the
State cannot be termed poor as
only 3.5 per cent of the total pop-
ulation live below the poverty
line. According to the latest Na-
tional Sample Survey of the per

gt

W B

o

W

A &

!

capita earning in the rural areas
of the country, the State has the
highest: Rs. 5,500 per month.
This is even higher than Pun-
jab.”

Mr. Sinha drew a comparison
of the situation on both sides of
the Line of Control. “People
from Northern areas held by Pa-
kistan have no democratic struc-
ture. An administrator
appointed by Islamabad is in
charge of its affairs. Recently, a
functionary of the council of
Northern areas met me on his
own initiative and desired the
opening of the Kargil-Skardu
road. Two hundred persons have
been killed in sectarian violence
this year in that belt. Locals
Shias are against the demo-
graphic changes going on in the
Northern areas. This implicitly
answers the question why Pakis-
tan is unwilling to open this
road.” '
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