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/ﬁ(svturbing questions
'on demolitions law

ith the notification of the Delhi Laws (Special

Provisions) Bill, 2006, an immediate stop has

been put to the vigorous and unprecedented
court-ordered demolition and sealing drive in

the Capital. Over the last six months, the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Dethi — which was acting on the orders of the Delhi
High Court and the Supreme Court — had conducted a
massive operation that involved demolishing unauthorised
constructions and sealing shops functioning in strictly resi-
dential areas. The Bill, which was passed unanimously by
Parliament, raises many disturbing questions. Why should
those who violate the law be granted such a reprieve? What
signal does it send out about the Government’s commitment
to stand up to the powerful commercial interests that rou-
tinely flout building norms? What purpose is served by
maintaining the status quo for a year? There are no easy or
convincing answers to these questions and it is no surprise
that the legislation has been greeted with widespread public
cynicism. Over the years, those responsible for planning in
the country’s urban areas have systematically allowed rules
to be bent, turning a blind eye to building violations and
encroachments of publicly owned land. The courts, which
goaded the MCD into proceeding against over 18,000 build-
ings in the Capital that were listed for various irregularities,
were keen on taking action — particularly against corrupt
officials, deceitful builders, and influential people (“the big
fish) who have “permitted or have indulged in unauthorised
constructions.”
But there was another dimension to the exercise. The
demolition and sealing drive may have targeted the powerful
but it also rendered many poor people homeless and out of
work. In many cases, these people had been living or work-
ing out of the demolished or sealed buildings for decades —
paying property taxes and that for water and sewerage. The
Government’s defence of the new law is hinged on the fact
that illegal and unauthorised constructions have been
around for decades and the problem is much too vast, com-
plex, and sensitive to be dealt solely by demolition and
sealing orders. It is said the one-year moratorium will be
used to take stock of the situation, enumerate “pardonable”
violations, and decide on the implementation of the Tejin-
der Khanna Committee report — which was set up to suggest
a broad-based strategy to deal with the unauthorised con-
struction issue. If the moratorium is used to chalk out a plan
that is rational, comprehensive, humanitarian, and in conso-
nance with the spirit of Delhi’s master plan, then the Act
would have served an extremely useful purpose. If it be-
comes a mere excuse to let the real estate dealers, the
construction lobby, and the rich traders off the hook, then
the worst fears about the extraordinary piece of legislation
— passed in great haste and specifically to circumvent the
court-ordered drive against illegal constructions — would
have come true.
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“Anti-Naxal force spreading
anarchy in Chhattisgarh’”

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 29

A TEAM of eminent citizens,
who visited the Dantewada dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh this month,
has recommended that the Salva
Judum (SJ) movement against
the Naxalites be immediately
withdrawn as it was fuelling an-
archy in the region.

The team, comprising profes-
sors, journalists, sociologists and
historians, said the conflict be-
tween the Naxals and the state
government had intensified with
introduction of the SJ in June
last year. “The civil administra-
tion has collapsed and it seems
that law and order has been out-
sourced to SJ members, who have

"been hired as special police offi-

cers (SPO) and armed by the gov-
ernment”, historian and team

‘member Ramachandra Guha said -

at a press conference on Monday.

The team, which included EAS
Sarma, a former senior bureau-
crat at the Centre, was attacked at
least thrice by “SJ goondas”. Guha
claimed that cameras and discs
were snatched from the team at
knife-point while police and para-
military personnel were watching.

Sociology professor at Delhi
University, Nandini Sundar, said
more than 46,000 tribals had to
vacate their villages and forced to
stay in government-run relief
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Outfit violating human rights, say intellectq;!s

A file photograph of an armed exercise by Maoists in a Chhattisgarh forest.

camps. “The SJ could have been a
spontaneous movement initially,
but now it has been taken over by
the government forces and is be-
ing led by Congress MLA Mahen-
dar Karma”, Sundar said.
“Karma is not interested in the
development of the tribals. The
government would have to with-
draw the movement, disband the
armed SPOs and initiate confi-
dence-building measures, An un-
conditional ceasefire with the
Naxals could then be declared fol-
lowed by a national dialogue and

collective initiative by all affected
states”, Sarma said.

Guha said the situation was
unigue as chief minister Raman
Singh and Leader of Opposition
Karma were collaborating on the
issue. The state is complying with
Karma in giving out only one side
of the story — killings carried out
by Maoists. The killings carried
out by SJ were being quietly ig-
nored, Guha said. Other members
of the team were senior journal-
ists, Harivansh and B.G. Verghese
and social activist Farah Nagvi.
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One-year moratorium of'Belhi
demolitions; Bill passed ;. » ¢

,\‘5\‘7

Delhi Laws (Special Prowsnons) Bill introduced and passed in Lok Sabha in just an hour

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha on Fri-
day unanimously passed the
Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)
Bill, 2006, which seeks to put a
yearlong moratorium on the on-
going demolitions and sealing of
illegal buildings in the capital.In
a rare departure from proce-
dure, which Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee said should not be
treated as a precedent, the Bill
was introduced, considered and
passed in just over an hour in
view of the urgency of the mat-
ter. Lakhs of residents faced dis-
placement following Supreme
Court orders.

Special provisions
Introducing the Bill, Urban
Development Minister S. Jaipal
Reddy said the Government
needed at least a year to finalise
the norms, policy guidelines and
feasible strategies to deal with
the problems of unauthorised
development vis-a-vis mixed
land use, construction beyond
sanctioned plans, and encroach-
ment by slum dwellers, hawkers

Union Urban Development
Minister S. Jaipal Reddy
arrives at Parliament House
on Friday to present the
Bill.

and street vendors. Hence the
Government decided to make
special provisions to maintain
status quo as on January 1, 2006,
for a year from the date of noti-
fication of the Bill to protect un-

o Government needs at
feast one year to finalise
policy quldelines

s It will not stand Judicial
scrutiny: Vijay Kumar
Malhotra

o Government seeks time
to finalise norms, policy
guidelines

authorised development from
punitive action.

Later, responding to the short
discussion, Mr. Reddy said the
Government would earnestly
work towards providing at least
a lakh dwelling units over the
next couple of years to ensure in
situlocation for at least some of
the slum dwellers.

“Criminal negligence”
Initiating the discussion, Vi-
jay Kumar Mathotra (Bharatiya
Janata Party) said the Bill was a
case of “too little, too late.” Ac-
cusing the Government of crimi-
nal negligence, he said the Bill

1.5 MY 2o

would not stand judicial scruti-
ny. Instead, it should bring in-
troduce an amnesty plan, on the
lines of the Voluntary Disclosure
of Income Scheme, to regularise
illegal structures.

Sajjan Kumar (Congress) said
the BJP had no right to accuse
the Congress-led Government of
delaying action as it had dragged
its feet on the matter when in it
was in power. He, however, did
concede that successive govern-
ments failed to meet the growing
demand for space, resulting in
the prevailing situation.

Others who spoke included

'
|
i

Hannan Mollah (Communist'

Party of India-Marxist), Deven-
dra Prasad Yadav (Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal), BK. Tripathi (Biju
Janata Dal) and Prabhunath
Singh (Janata Dal-United).
While making out a case for pro-
tecting the interests of slum-
dwellers, they said the current
stalemate was the result of lop-
sided development, which
forced villagers to migrate to ci-
ties in search of greener
pastures.

THE runpU




More Delhi shops sealed amid

traders’ protests

)
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Municipal squads stoned; buses damaged; protestors lathi-charged by pblice

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Traders in the Cap-
ital’s Rohini zone hurled stones
at municipal squads and security
personnel and damaged some
city buses on Tuesday when the
civic body’s teams tried to seal
illegal shops on the sixth day of
the ongoing sealing exercise in
Delhi’s residential areas. Else-
where in the city the drive was
peaceful with the municipal
squads sealing a total of 726
commercial establishments run-
ning illegally from residential
premises.

As the sealing teams of the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
accompanied by a large number
of security personnel and para-
military reinforcements de-
scended on Rohini to begin the
sealing exercise, traders led by
the local Bharatiya Janata Party
councillor Vijender Gupta tried
to offer resistance. As soon as
the sealing action began, the
traders went about hurling

[

stones at the squad and damaged
the windowpanes of at least four
city buses and two MCD vans.
They even tried to set vehicles
on fire.

As all attempts to pacify the
protestors proved futile, the se-
curity personnel chased the
traders and resorted to lathi-
charge to bring the situation un-
der control. The police detained
over two-dozen protestors, in-
cluding Mr. Gupta. Later Mr.
Gupta and some others were
sent to judicial custody.

In the meantime, the MCD
squads abandoned the sealing
drive and moved to other places.
However, when the situation
improved, the MCD officials re-
turned and began sealing the il-
legal shops.

Similarly, some traders pro-
tested on Jail Road in West Del-
hi and at Mukherjee Nagar
shouting slogans against the
Delhi Government and the MCD
for having failed to safeguards
their interests and rendering

YR

them and their workers jobless.
While Councillor Onkar Singh
Thapar was arrested and sent to
judicial custody for opposing the
sealing exercise on Jail Road, the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly, Jagdish Mukhi,
and the Leader of the Opposition
in the MCD, Subhash Arya, also
courted arrest in protest against
the drive.

During the daylong exercise,
sealing was carried out in 11 civic
zones. A total of 177 illegal shops
were sealed in Rohini on Awan-
tika Road (between Polestar
School and Rajiv Gandhi Cancer
Hospital in Sector-5), while 145
establishments were sealed on
Arya Samaj Road and Patel Road
in Karol Bagh Zone and 105 es-
tablishments at Kingsway Camp
and G.T. Road in Civil Lines
Zone.

Other places where the seal-
ing exercise took place included
Sadar Thana Road, Idgah Road,
Lala Lajpat Rai Marg, Defence
Colony, Rohtak Road, Peeragar-

THE P TU

hi to Tikri, Desh Bandhu Gupta
Road, Wazirabad Road, Road No.
57 from Jagatpuri to Gagan Vi-
har, Hansraj Gupta Marg, Auro-
bindo Marg and Raja Garden
(Ring Road).

Meanwhile, a huge rush of
traders was seen at the Deputy
Commissioners’ offices in the 11
zones to deposit affidavits to
avoid sealing. A day after the Su-
preme Court extended the date
for filing affidavits to April 7,
more than 4,000 traders submit-
ted their pledges to shut their
illegal shops by June 30.

However, traders at some
places like Defence Colony and
Greater Kailash alleged that the
MCD officials sealed their estab-
lishments despite their having
submitted affidavits. Traders al-
so alleged shortage and black-
marketing of stamp papers in
different parts of the Capital,
causing them a great deal of in-
convenience as they were not
able to file affidavits.
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Protests mark day in Bihar

Demos outside Raj
Bhavan despite .

prohzbztow orders -

\\Q A\

AGENCIES \\(\
Patna, January 25

THE DEMAND for Buta slngh\s ouster following the
Governor’s severe indictment by the Supreme Court
gained momentum with a couple of Independent
MLAs and their supporters, besides some advocates,
staging a demonstration outside Raj Bhavan on
Wedriesday.

Nearly 100 people, led by Independent MLAs
Kishore Kumar Munna and Haribhushan Thakur, as
also a group of around 20 advocates collected outside
Raj Bhavan in defiance of the prohibitory orders and
‘chanted slogans demanding the immediate dismissal

of the Governor.

Carrying placards that said: ‘Buta samvidhan ka
hatyara hai’ (Buta is the murderer of the Constitu-
tion) and shouting slogans like: “Buta Singh wapas
jaao’, the protesters demonstrated in front of the main
entrance of Raj Bhavan in the presence of the police.

Speaking to re-
porters, Kishore Kumar
Munna, MLA from Son-
barsa, who was one of
the petitioners who
challenged the dissolu-
tion of the state Assem-
bly in the Supreme
Court, said, “Buta
Singh has murdered
democracy and the
Supreme Court verdict
has proved it. Such a
man can’t be allowed to
hoist the National Flag
at the official Republic
Day function”.

Demanding dismissal
of the Governor if he
did not step down imme-
diately, Munna said the
Chief Justice of Patna
High Court should be made the acting Governor and
could hoist the Tricolour at the official Republic Day
ceremony at Gandhi Maidan on Thursday.

While refusing to resign following the Supreme
Court indictment, Buta Singh had told reporters in
Delhi on Tuesday that he would be taking the salute
on Republic Day at Patna.

“Lakhs of patriots laid down their lives for the
freedom of the country. A tainted man like Buta
Singh, who has violated the Constitution, mustn’t be
allowed to hoist the National Flag”, Munna said.

He asked the people to burn effigies of Buta Singh,
Congress president Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh across the state if the Governor was
not dismissed and was allowed to hoist the Tricolour.

A group of lawyers, led by an advocate of Patna
High Court, Ashutosh Ranjan Pandey, who were the
first to arrive at the scene, said the Governor’s con-
tinuance had become untenable after the apex court
passed strictures against him.

¥

‘Centre, Prez morally
responsible’

HOLDING THAT the majori-
ty judgement on the impo-

Bihar is ‘binding’, noted
constitutional lawyer Fali
Nariman has said Governor
Buta Singh “must go” and
the government must
“bear the responsibility”.
He criticised the majority
of the Supreme Court for
failing to hold either the
council of ministers or the
President morally responsi-
ble for the dissolution.

26

sition of President’s rale in -
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L.K. Advani speaks to mediapersons as other NDA leaders look outside Rastrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday.

CPI(M) demands Buta scalp

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 25

CPI(M) VETERAN Harkishen Singh
Surjeet said on Wednesday that Bihar
Governor Buta Singh should go for
the “wrong” advice he gave the Centre
for dissolution of the state Assembly.

Speaking after releasing the Re-
public Day issues of party organ’s
“People’s Democracy” and “Lok La-
har”, Surjeet said the Governor was
claiming he had done “good work”
But it was all exposed now.

CPI(M) politburo member and Peo-
ple’s Democracy editor Sitaram
Yechury said the Governor could not
continue after the Supreme Court’s
comments on his work. “Morality de-
mands he shouldn’t stay”, he said.

Asked about the respons1b111ty of
the Centre in the dissolutidn of the
Assembly, Yechury said the govern-
ment had taken the decision on the
Governor’s report. Even if it wanted
the report to be verified, it could do it
only through the Governor.

The CPI (M) leader said federalism
was one of the pillars of India’s secu-
lar democracy and the Bihar episode
had shown how important it was to
maintain the country’s integrity.

The judgment had raised the issues
of the Governor’s role and Centre-
state relations. A mere rethink on ap-
pointing political personalities to

- Governors’ posts would not resolve

the problem, he said. There was a
need to define the rules. Yechury said
it was immaterial whether the Gover-
nor was a political appointee or not.
“The issue that needs to be addressed
is to what extent he can go. Where’s
the border, which he cannot cross?”

'HE HDUSTAN TiMES

ARVIND YAD
Harkishan Singh Surjeet and Sitaram Yechuri in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Several committee reports, includ-
ing the Indrajit Gupta report. were
available on the issue. Now, the situa-
tion warrants a general debate and
enactment of a law in this regard.

Yechury said, other than federal-
ism, secular democracy, economic in-
dependence and social justice were
pillars of Indian democracy, too. Al-
though the communal forces were
out of power, the danger could not be
ruled out, he said.



CENTRE STILL STUDYING JU.GMENT DECISION BY FRIDAY: PATIL

Jan. 25. — Mr Buta Singh is on
his way out of Patna’s Raj
Bhavan, although the ruling
Congress leadership has granted
him a reprieve atleast for tomor-
row, Republic Day, to ensure an
“honourable exit.”

A day after the Supreme’

Court’s criticism of Mr Buta
Singh’s “perverse” role in getting
the previous Bihar assembly dis-
solved “unconstitutionally”,
senior Congress leaders conced-
ed that his continuance as Bihar
governor had become “totally
untenable”.

One of them told The
Statesman that “Buta Singh will
have to go,” adding that his exit
might take place on 27 January.
“He will be allowed to unfurl the
Tricolour tomorrow”.

Mr Singh has now clearly
become a “huge political labili-

> The apex court also cen-
suredx the Dr Manmohan Singh-
headéd Union Cabinet for hur-
riedly taking Mr Buta Singh’s
“mala fide” recommendation as
the “gospel truth” without ascer-
taining its veracity.

Acting on Mr Singh’s report
based on “fanciful assumptions”,
the Union 'bmct held a meet-

45 cin May
last year and sem IS recommen-
dation for dissolution of the
Bihar assembly to Moscow for
the President, Dr A P J Abdul
Kalam’s assent.

Opposition parties have since
trained their guns on the Prime
Minister also, demanding his
Cabinet’s resignation.

it has, therefore, become
imperative for the Congress
leadership to get rid of Mr Buta
Singh to take the sting out of the
anti-PM campaign.

I\,:.JL

on his way out

/\

The Congress leadershlp,
. whxch has held a series MW@ i
“ings on the matter, does not have  Singh wouk

any option other than asking Mr
Buta Singh to step down on his
own because even its major UPA
allies, the Left parties, have been
stridently demanding his res;gna-
tion.

Displaying his reluctance, Mr
Singh has already declared that
he will take the Republi¢c ‘Day
salute in Patna tomorrow.

“Even after that, if he remains
unwilling, he will be categorical-
ly asked to put in his papers,”

THE STATESMAN
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said a senior AICC leader.

as unlikely that Mr
"be g’i:ven the option
of a “transfer” to some other
state, given the furore such a
move might trigger. The Centre
which had yesterday said it
would spell out;its stand in &:day,
deferred its detision by anether
two days.

The Union home mmlster, Mr
Shivraj Patil, said the govern-
ment was still studying the apex
court’s judgment and could
arrive at a decision by Friday.

In Patna, NDA leaders sat on

a dharna outside Raj Bhavan
demanding the Governor's resig-
natiom: The Forward Bloc has
threatened to prevent Mr Buta
Singh from unfurling the
Tricolour tcmorrow.

Accusing Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh of feigning
ignorance, the Samajwadi Party
today demanded his resignation
in the wake of the court stric-
tures against Mr Buta Singh.

More reports on page 5
Editorial: Mysteries
explained, page 8
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New Delhi: In a severe indictment of Bi-

har governor Buta Singh, the supreme
court on Tuesday held that he misled the
Centre in recommending the dissolution
of the state assembly and said the Union
council of ministers should have veri-
fied before accepting it as gospel truth.

The supreme court, which in its Octo-
ber 7 interim order had opined that the
dissolution was unconstitutional, said
that the governor acted in ‘“undue
haste” in sending his report and his full
motive was to prevent JD(U) from stak-
ing claim to form a government after a
fractured assembly polls verdict.

Giving detailed reasons why the dis-
solution was unconstitutional, a five-
judge bench in a 3-2 judgement, said the
governor misled the council of minis-
ters by sending a report containing
“unascertained facts.” The apex court in
its interim order had opined that the dis-
solution was unconstitutional but the
polls were unavoidable due to changed
circumstances. The court verdict had
come on a batch of petitions by a group
of legislators of the dissolved assembly
and a PIL by a supreme court advocate.

The bench said that the governor’s re-
port contained “fanciful assumptions,”
which could be destructive to democra-
cy. Terming his action as “drastic and
extreme,” the bench said the court can-
not be a silent spectator to such “sub-
version of the constitution.”

It said that the time has come to con-
sider a National Policy outlining com-
mon norms for appointment of gover-
nors which would be acceptable to all po-
litical parties. It held that the governor
enjoyed complete immunity and is not
answerable in exercise of constitutional
power but Article 361 does not take away
from the court the power to deal with the
validity of his action. The majority
judgement was passed by Chief Minis-
ter Y K Sabharwal, Justice B N Agarwal
and Justice Ashok Bhan. The minority
view was taken by Justice K G Balakr-
ishnan and Justice Arijit Passayat.

The governor had recommended dis-
solution amid allegation that he pre-
vented the National Democratic Al-
liance, which was on the verge of cob-
bling up a majorlty with breakaway

TLEE

SC C raps Buta o

Says Centre Should Have Verified

'w<>

We wnll ab|de by SC
ruling, says PM

New Delhi: PM Manmohan Singh said the
country has to accept
what the supreme court
has said on the
imposition of the
President’s rule in Bihar
but declined to comment
on the continuance of
governor Buta Singh

indicted by the court.
“Whatever the supreme court says the
country has to accept it,” Singh told reporters
at his Race Course Road residence on the
sidefines of a function where he gave away
the national awards for bravery to children.
“The supreme court has got authority. We
have to respect it,” he said.

group of Loktantrik Janata Party of
Ram Vilas Paswan and few indepen-
dants from forming the government.

The court reiterated the recomenda-
tion of the Sarkaria Commission report
regarding the appointment of governors
according to which only an eminent per-
son free from political affiliation should
be appointed to the constitutional post.

The UPA government found itself on
the defensive with both the opposition
and its own Left allies demanding Buta
Singh’s resignation. Leader of opposition
L K Advani charged PM with misleading
the president on the state assembly disso-
lution and demanded his resignation
along with that of Buta Singh.

Holding UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi also “accountable” for the gov-
ernment’s decision, he announced that
an NDA delegation would meet Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam and submit a
memorandum to him. “In the light of
this judgment, it will be appropriate for
Buta Singh to step down from the post of
governor,” said CPM in a statement is-
sued by the politburo. agencies
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Norms For Governors’ Posting

n Bihar House dissolution”
{ Report, Calls For

3l Buta Singh coming out of Bihar Niwas in

New Delhi on Tuesday

Defiant Buta says he

will take R-

New Delhi: Adopting a defiant posture,
Bihar governor Buta Singh on Tuesday
virtually ruled out his resignation in the
wake of the supreme court indictment
of his role in last year’s state assembly
dissolution.

“Who told you that,” Singh shot back
at a press conference at Delhi’s Bihar Ni-
was when asked whether he would quit
his post over the court strictures against
him. “T have not said anything on it. I am
going to take salute in Patna on January
26 (Republic Day),” he asserted.

Refusing any further comment on the
SC judgment, he claimed the Bihar ad-

Day salute

ministration had “fully implemented”
the October 7 verdict by conducting Bi-
har elections in a “remarkable’ manner.

“But 1 am happy that elections were
held in Bihar in a remarkable manner.
Such elections were never held in any
state. [ am happy [ have fully imple-
mented the supreme court verdict.”

On the charge that his recommmenda-
tion to dissolve the Bihar assembly was
aimed at favouring a particular political
party, he declined to comment.

Singh abruptly ended his press con-
ference, saying he would study the full
judgment. Agencies
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LREADY on a

high

Quattrocchi and

Karpataka de-
velopments, the BJP today
seized on the Supreme Court,
werdict on the dissolution of
the Bihar asserably to not just
demand the resignation of
Governor Buta Singh, but
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh ss well.

Addressing a Press confer- -

ence at hisresidence this after-
acon, Leader of Opposition
LK Advani said if the SC ver-
dict is read in its totality, it be-
comes clear that while the
Governoy misled the council
of munisters, “the Prime Min-
ister (as head of the Council of
Ministers) iisled the Presi-
dent {o do an unconstitutional
act.” To uphold democracy,
therefore, “both the Governor
and Prime Minister should
quit their office immediately.”

Advani described the apex
court’s abervation that
“though the Governor is the
main player, the Council of
Ministers should have veri-
fied the report before ac-
cepting it as gospel truth” as
“understandably  polite.”
But this did not mean that
the Ceutre could escape
blame for the unconstitu-
fronai act of dissolving the
assembly, he insisted.

¥ the Governor was moti-
vated to prevent theNEU)-
led combine from forming the
government in Bihar, the
Prime Minister's action was

equally motivated. “In a way, -

going through the language
and phrases of the Supreme
Court, the acvusation seems
harshier against Governor but
the ctr!pablhrv nf the ane

over- the -

Fall § Nariman talking to media after SC verdict on Tuésday.

convened a meeting of the
cabinet “at the dead of the
night” and he misled the Pres-
ident, who was in Moscow at
the time. While speaking in
Ranthambore around that
time, the Prime Minister had
also alleged that “horse-trad-
ing of the highest order” was
taking place in Bibar — an al-
legation that the apex court
did not accept.

Advani said he had already
spoken to NDA convenor
George Fernandes and on be-
half of the NDA, he was seek-
ing time from the President to
present 2 memorandum on
the issue. Advani’s stand was
upheld by the BJP leadership
which is in Jaipur to attend a

two-day =~ RSS-sponsored
brainstorming session.
Speaking to the press, BIP
spokesperson Arun Jaitley
said the PM should immedi-
ately step down as the UPA
Government had lost the
moral authority to stay in
power after the judgment. He
also pressed for the immediate
recall of Governor Buta Singh,
He said the Centre should
have given its opinion to the

President only after factually

examining the Bihar Gover-
DOISreport.

Quoting examples of Goa,
Jharkhand and Bihar, Jaitely
argued that all the decisions
taken_by _the" Manmohan
Singh Government were un-

PN

joins BIP i in seekmg Buta ouste
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, JANUARY 24

THE Supreme Court
judgment indicting Bihar
Governor Buta Singh for
the dissolution of the state
assembly has left all the
three top Bihar leaders—
Nitish Kumar, Laloo Prasad
Yadav and Ram Vilas
Paswan—at a loss. Each for
various reason, shied away
from reacting directly about
it. Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar took refuge in his posi-
tion as the Chief Minister,
saying it will not be proper
to pass remarks against an-
other constitutional post.

“Constitutional propri-

" ety does n0t permit me to
react against another Con-
stitutional post,” he said.
He, however, ventured to

" Should Buta step down?
Bihar leaders keep mum |

The Buta Singh Regime In Bihar

add that the stand his party
had taken before the elec- [
tion had been vindicated assembly, also washed his  full text of the judgment.
by both the poll result and  hand off the judgment. “It But apart from the Con-
the Supreme Court judg- isuptothe Governor'scon- stitutional propriety cited
ment. His partymen, how-  science. How can I say by Nitish Kumar, the factis -
ever, made up for the Chief  whether he shouldresignor  that the NDA government * |
Minister’s reticence.  not?” was all Laloo saigd  has developed a good rap-
Janata Dal (United) gen-  when pressed to comment.  portwiththe Governor.
eral secretary Upendra He said the apex court In the two months Ku- -
Kushwaha clearly said it judgmentshouldbeaccept- mar has been in office,
was time for the Governor  able to alf and he had noth-  there has never been a dis-
to step down. ing more to add. agreement between fhe
The Rashtriya Janata The Lok Janshakti Party  government and the Ra]
Dal chief and railway min-  chief Ramvilaas Paswan, Bhavan. Neither JD(U) nor
ister Laloo Prasad Yadav, who had vehemently sup-  BIP have reiterated the de-
who was accused of coerc-  ported President’s Rulein  mand for the Governor’s
ing with the Governor and  the state, said he wouldre- - resignation, which they
the Centre to dissolve the  act only after reading the = made before the polls.
ethical and unconstitutional. Launching a scathing attack ners DMK and the Left par-
The UPA Government, he onthe Congressandits presi+  ties to debate the misuse of
said, is a “moral 'ins - dent Sonia Gandhi, Jaitley  Article 356by the Manmchan
rysheeter”. * o~ alsoexhorteditsallianee part-  Sinoh GnvpmmPnt
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i o matter which party or coalition is in power in
Bihar, the caste-based feudal hierarchy in the
rural areas of the State is a constant. In a chilling
reminder of the vulnerability of the oppressed
sections, six members of the extremely backward Kahar
caste in Rampur-Shyamchak village of Vaishali district were
burnt to death in the early hours of the New Year for
refusing to withdraw a complaint of theft against members
of a dominant community. Although the massacre was not
directly related to the caste-equations in the village, the
perpetrators, all Yadavs, apparently thought their dominant
status in the social hierarchy gave them immunity from the
law. Without a long-established tradition of such an immu-
nity, the attackers would not have dared to commit a mass
murder over an issue as trivial as a complaint of theft of a
buffalo. While Bijendra Mahto is still battling for life, his
pregnant wife and five children died when their house was
set on fire. The killers fired in the air pre-empting any rescue
effort. Although the police station was only a couple of
kilometres away, Mr. Mahto and his family got no help.
Evidently, Mr. Mahto was being taught a lesson: to respect
the feudal hierarchy, and to not complain against those
higher up in the social order.

As the villagers pointed out to Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar after the attack, the police appeared to be on the side of
the dominant caste group. The Inspector-in-charge of the
Raghopur police station, Noorudin Khan, was placed under
suspension after the killing, but it will take much more on
the part of the State Government to infuse in the villagers a
confidence in the law enforcing machinery. The police are
yet to apprehend the main suspect in the killing, Jagat Rai.
Kahars, who are in a minority in the village, are helpless if
the dominant caste group turns against them. According to
Mr. Mahto, the police were informed about Mr. Rai issuing
threats asking him to withdraw the complaint. Although the
police had earlier arrested Mr. Rai, his son and his nephew
on the basis of Mr. Mahto’s complaint of theft, no action was
taken following the threats. Mr. Rai and his supporters must
have known that Mr. Mahto and his family could not count
on police protection. The killing is certain to have a political
fall-out. The village falls within the constituency of former
Chief Minister Rabri Devi, whose party, the Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal, counts Yadavs among its support base. Although RJD
chief and Railway Minister Lalu Prasad was quick to con-
demn the killing, his detractors might sense an opportunity
to put him on the defensive. But Mr. Nitish Kumar would do
well not to politicise the killing. Ending lawlessness in Bihar
is his responsibility. Aside from some brownie points, the
Nitish Kumar Government will gain little by continuing to
blame Mr. Prasad for all the ills of Bihar. The task before the
State administration is to demonstrate to the traditionally
oppressed sections that they will not be denied fairplay and
justice.
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POLICE DEAF TO VICTIM’'S APPEAL

Six of family
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M|

burnt alive

Manoj ¢ﬁa’xura§i‘a.‘;i‘n “Paté

Jan. 1. — Bihar, seldom allowed
a respite from convulsive bouts of
blood-curdling violence, woke up
on New Year’s Day to hear of six
members of a Yadav family hav-
ing been burnt alive late last
night in Rampur-Jamchand vil-
lage, in Mrs Rabri Devi’s
Raghopur electoral constituency,
in the latest twist to a chain of

events following, apparently, as-

serious a matter as the theft of a
buffalo.

The chief minister, Mr Nitish
Kumar, who visited the place
subsequently, ordered a high-
level probe. The area is tense
and, though three people have
been arrested, the main culprit
has so far proved elusive. The
police said that a criminal gang
had locked the mud house of Mr
Bijendra Mahato on the outside
while his family was asleep
before sprinkling kerosene over

thatched roof and setting it
“on¥fire. Five children, aged
between four and 12 years, and
their mother were burnt to death
in a petrifying incident few peo-
ple would forget easily. The

marauders, probably feeling that
their job was incomplete, threw
Mr Mahato into the raging
flames.

Afflicted with serious burns,
Mr Mahato was later taken to
Patna Medical College and
Hospital, where his condition was
stated to be critical.

Mr Mahato was said to have
filed a case in September against
some local people after one of his
buffaloes had been stolen. Two
people were jailed for this but,
quite unsurprisingly, Mr Mahato,
too, came to be threatened with
retribution unless he stopped the
legal proceedings. The police
were told of it but they chose to
be inactive.

The chief minister found him-
self forced to visit the village of
the massacre as angry locals
refused to allow the victims’ bod-
ies to be removed until he
showed up and ordered an inves-
tigation.

He duly announced stern steps
against the culprits. Former chief
ministers Mrs Rabri Devi and Mr
Lalu Prasad, too, were character-
istically voluble in their condem-
nation of the incident.
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