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LEFT HITS STREETS ON FUEL PRICE HIKE

Trlal run of

third fro

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA,
June 13: The Left parties
today virtually launched a
“trial run” of a third alterna-
tive by joining hands with
several “non-BJP outfits”
against the Congress-led
UPA government's decision
to hike petroleum prices.
Top Left leaders Mr
Prakash Karat, Mr AB
Bardhan, Mr Sitaram
Yechury, Mr Debabrata
Biswas and Mr Abani Roy
courted arrest here along
with leaders of . the
Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya
Lok Dal and Janata Dal (§).
In other parts of the
country, the Telugu Desam
Party and the Asom Gana
Parishad joined the Left-
sponsored All India Protest
Day. A possibility of a gen-
eral strike on the petroleum
price hike is not ruled out.
Mr Karat hailed the joint
protest and warned the
gavernment of more action
if it ignored the “people’s
voice”. He said the joining
of other parties in the Left
programme was a signifi-
cant development. The BJP
today accused Left parties
of playing “deceptive poli-
tics” on the issue of a hike
in prices of petroleum
products. It said the
Communists’ protest rally
over the issue today was “a
classic case of opportunis-

\l\(a

nt

A

Petroleum i nnpasse

KOLKATA, June 13: Neither Mr Murli Deora, Union minister
for Petroleum, nor Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, chief
minister, yielded ground at a meeting today on reducing the
prices of petroleum products even as the city came to be
rocked by a series of protest actions organised by the Left
Front. “I have urged a sales tax cut,” M¥ Deora said and the
chief minister, on the other hand, desired a lesser duty on
petroleum products to begin with. He was echoing his
party’s opinion. The meeting in a city hotel was attended
aiso by Mr Nirupam Sen, minister for industries and
commerce, and senior officials. Progress was claimed in
other areas, though. IOC would be the anchor investor in
Haldia, the chief minister said, describing the development
as “a good beginning,” The Haldia oil refinery’s capacity is to
be raised from 6 million tons to 7.7 million tons, Mr Sen said.
Some of the land now owned by Hindustan Fertiliser
Corporation is to be given to IOC, he said. 8 SNS

tic policies of Left”.

Before courting arrest,
the Left leaders met at the
CPI-M headquarters and
preparéd their note on
two years of UPA rule at
the Centre. Among other
issues, the note rejects the
government’s view on
petroleum  price-hike,

, and seeks sizable cuts in

Central customs and
excise on petroleum
products.

The note. has listed the
Left's demands on what it
wanted or opposed, but the
15 June UPA-Left
Coordination Committee
meeting may not discuss it
in detail. The Thursday
meeting is likely to discuss
Jammu and Kashmir and
the North East mainly,

while another meeting will
be fixed for the Left note.

The Left note covers
diverse issues taken up by
the CP], CPI-M, RSP and
Forward Bloc in the past
two years. The parties are
annoyed at the delay in the
enactment of laws for the
unorganised sector and on
women'’s reservation in leg-
islatures.

The Left leaders main-
tained a third alternative
could take shape only
through “joint struggles”
and not through political
manipulation.

The Left parties and their
trade unions today hit the
streets across West Bengal
demanding a roll back of
fuel prices.

B Photograph on page 6
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No Sonia-Ja

~

G~
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Lucknow: Samajwadi Party Gen-
eral secretary Ram Gopal Yadav
on Friday said Congress president
Sonia Gandhi had resigned under
duress after the ruckus over MPs
holding office of profit.

“There was no element of sacri-
fice or morality in her resigna-
tion,” he said, denying rumours
doing the rounds that actor Jaya
Bachchan would contest against
Sonia in the Rae Bareli by-poll.
Jaya, he said, would be contesting
for the Rajya Sabha. Yadav also
maintained that party leader
Amar Singh would not resign.

Meanwhile, the Congress on Fri-
day announced that Sonia would
visit Rae Bareli, her Lok Sabha
constituency, on Monday. Socon af-
ter resigning as MP on Thursday,
Sonia had said that she would con-
test from Rae Bareli again. Sonia
also urged Congress MPs not to get
emotional over her resignation

Abey

vl iy

2006

. and put in their papers. :

Sonia was obviously referring
to Mumbai Regional Congress
Committee president Gurudas Ka-
mat, who submitted his resigna-
tion from the post and also as an

Friends once, they will not take
their personal battle to poli field

MP to her on Thursday.
On Friday, Congress MP Kapila
Vatsyayan became the third person

THE i s i LA

afa

ce-off

after Sonia‘\and Karan Singh to re-
sign over the office of profit issue.
Vatsyayan, chairperson of the Indi-
ra Gandhi National Centre for Arts,
sent her resignation to vice presi-
dent Bhairon Singh Shekawat.
Despite the Congress buckling
to the oppesition pressure, its vital

_ally, the CPM, remained firm on

the issue and rejected the demand
for the resignation of Lok Sabha
speaker Somnath Chatterjee, who
is facing a disqualification peti-
tion. The party also sought an im-
mediate legislation to resolve the
issue of incumbent MPs holding
offices of profit.

Meanwhile, the ruckus in Delhi
had its echo in Madhya Pradesh.
On Friday, the MP assembly was
adjourned sine die amidst uproari-
ous scenes after Congress mem-
bers repeatedly stormed the well
demanding the resignation of chief
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and nine ministers for allegedly
holding offices of profits. agencies



