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With trust, our tles

will improve:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA, JUNE 25

WRAPPING up her five- . E
day visit to India, former :

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina today called
for cementing trust and
friendship between the two

nations to strengthen bilateral

relations clouded by differ-
ences on a host of issues.

“If there is mutual trustand
friendship, bilaterat relations
are bound to improve,” she
said here. In this context, she
cited the successful conclusion
of the 30-year Ganga Water
Sharing Treaty signed during
hertenure asPM.

To a question if her Awami

League would stress strength-
ening of relations with India
if the party were voted back to
power next year, she said,
“the Awami League will give
importance to better ‘rela-
tions with all neighbouring
countries as it is our party’s
principle.” Supporting this,
she said the Ganga pact was
signed without any third party
intervention.
~ On India’s concerns over
the presence of camps of In-
dian insurgent groups in
Bangladesh Hasina said,
“terrorism is a global phe-
nomenon and Bangladesh is
no exception. Terrorism is
there in Bangladesh,” she
" said, adding that she had
been the target of a terrorist
attack in August, 2005.

Hasina, who earlier held
talks with top Indian leaders
including Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and
CPI(M) leader Sitaram
Yechuri, today had a 40-
minute meeting with former
West Bengal Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu, during which a

The former Bang!adesh PM with Jyotl Basu on Sunday. PT/

Mother Teresa award for Hasina
» KOLKATA: Former Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina Wajed was given the Mother Teresa International and
Millennium Award, 2005 at a function here.

_The award, instituted by the All India Minority and Weaker
Council, was given to the Awami League chief for "lifetime
achievement” in governance, politics and social work.
Receiving the award, Hasina said she felt honoured at being
conferred an award named after Mother Teresa.

"I think human values should be viewed from a greater per-
spective. | welcome the initiative taken by the organisers who

brought this honour for me,"” she said.
Hasina, who arrived here today from Delhi on her way to

Dhaka, said she held courtesy meetings with Indian leaders
and visited Ajmer during her brief visit.

—PTi

gamut of bilateral issues came
up for discussion.

Basu expressed concern
over the grenade attack on
Hasina in Dhaka last year
and said, “It was a worrisome
incident.” The veteran Marx-
ist also recalled his association
with Hasina’s father, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, and called
for better relations between
India and Bangladesh.

“I recounted my associa-
tion with late Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the architect of
modern Bangladesh, and his
role in liberating the coun-

try,” Basu said.

Hasina, in turn, appreciated
the role played by Basu in con-
cluding the Ganga treaty.

“I acknowledge with grati-
tude Jyoti Basu’s contribution
to finalising the India-
bangladesh  water-sharing
treaty during my tenure as
Prime Minister,” she told re-
porters outside Basu’s resi-
dence.

Hasina said her party
would wrest power in next
year’s polls “only if the elec-
tion is held in a free and fair

manner”. /

7/



BSE BDR

GEDE BORDER (Nadia),
June 10: In the worst con-
frontation on the India-
Bangladesh frontier in
recent months, border
forces of the two countries
exchanged thousands of
rounds of automated rifle
gun fire last night for over
four hours at the Gede bor-
der in Nadia. This triggered
tension in the area.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
opened unprovoked fire
and exploded mortar near
the Géde Border outpost in
Nadia at around 7 p.m. yes-~
terday. Earlier, the
patrolling jawans of Border
Security Force (BSF) had
shot down a notorious
Bangladeshi criminal. The
Bangladeshi man who was
later identified as Yusuf Ali
Nadan (34) was trying to
smuggle narcotics from
India to Bangladesh after
cutting off barbed wires on
the Indian side.

BSF personnel retaliated
against the BDR action by
firing shells. Subsequently,
the two forces exchanged
fire twice before 11 p.m,
they said. Around 7,500
rounds were fired. There
was no report of any casu-
alty. Although firing has
stopped, tension prevails in
the villages near the Gede
border. BSF [nspector
General (South Bengal) Mr
Somesh Goyal reached the
Gede border this morning
and visited the spot. He
said: “The whole incident
was unwarranted. The
unprovoked and indiscrim-
inate firing by the BDR yes-
terday forced our boys to
answer. The BDR fired
6000 rounds while our
boys fired 1500 rounds. It
is mysterious that we are
trying to combat cross-bor-

11 JUN 2008

i

A\

-
k]

‘rounds of fire

AY

exchange
\v B

&3

o

1
1

BSF and police officers look at the body of the Bangladeshi smuggler. At Gede Border on Saturday. The Statesman

der crime along the India-
Bangladesh border while
Bangladesh Rifles often fire
at our boys. Following the
incident, we ftried to
arrange a flag-meeting this
afternoon to settle the mat-
ter because this was the
third time that the BDR had
opened fire at us when our

boys tried to nab a criminal
involved in smuggling nar-
cotic drugs and fencydils.
tarlier, the BDR had
opened unprovoked fire on
the BSF at Rangiarpota and
Mohakhola border out-
posts.”

The BSE Deputy
Inspector General (Seem-

anagar) Mr S Ramaswami
and other high-ranking BSF
officials including the
Nadia district magistrate
Mr Rajesh Pandey and the
SP, Nadia, MR Rajasekaran
visited the spot with Mr
Goyal. When he was asked
about the allegations of
backing given by the BDR

IME STATESMAN

to criminals to continue
cross~-border crimes, Mr
Goyal declined comment.
Just a few days ago, a DM-
DC level meeting was held
at Kustia in Bangladesh.
The Bangladesh adminis-
tration agreed that it would
collaborate with India in
tackling cross-border

crimes. Both countrics have
submitted lists of criminals
to cach other but vester-
day’s incident may have
sent the wrong signal to the
people of both countries
about the utility of these
bipartitc mectings. Villagers
have been asked not o
panic, the BSF ofticials said. .



SPECIAL SCHEME FOR BANGLA TO.GD: *

Manash Ghosh

KOLKATA, June 12: The
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) has decided to abol-
ish the special India-
Bangladesh passport before
the year is out. This will be
ronveyed by senior ministry
officials to their Bangladeshi
counterparts when they
meet in Dhaka on Saturday
to discuss rengwal of bilater-
al agreements on travel doc-
uments. Delhi also wants
Dhaka to diseontinue  its
special passport scheme
that's ‘uvailed by Bangla
nationals te visit india.
Although Delhi says that
the main reason for abolish-
ing the 34-year-old special
passport scheme is that “it
has outlived its purpose and
utility”, senior ministry offi-
cials sty that “pational secu-
rity, coneerns have forced
the decision”. According to

u]1b agree-

“thoroughly
misused” by smugglers,
women and child traffickers
and lately by members of
international terrorist gangs
and Islamic fundamentalist
groups. For instance, an
Indian Tesiding in Basirhat
who had helped terrorists
hijack the A Airbus to
Kandahar in 1999, had used
the special passport to make
several irips to Bangladesh
to coordinate strategy with
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MEA reloo
at passp

Security
concerns have
forced the

decision,
although
officials say
that the
scheme has
outlived-its
purpose and
utility
the hijackers then planning
their mission in Dhaka.
Delhi is worried that the
“total absence of any securi-
ty feature” has made these
special passports vulnerable
to misuse; the travel docu-
ments do not meet any
international security

norms. The special pass-
ports are, for example,
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devoid of any lamination
facility and this makes them
highly vulnerable to misuse.
There are numerous
instances of the original
owner of the passport selling
this vital travel document to
the highest bidder. The new
owner replaces the photo-
graph of the original owner
with his own which seldom
gets detected. Since the local
district authorities of the five
border states ~ West Bengal,
Assam, Meghlaya, Mizoram
and Tripura ~ are the issuing
authorities for the special
passports, security checks
are extremely lax.

All this has made Delhi
decide to abolish the special
passport scheme whose
original purpose was to help
the divided families living in
districts on either sides of
the border to visit each other
with ease. To facilitate travel,
district authorities w&;g
empowered to, is
tIavI:al decuments. mﬁtat
all the states on the Indian
side have their regional
passport offices, Delhi is
insisting that the special
passport  scheme be
scrapped at the earliest.
Interestingly, while chief
minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee is all for abol-
ishing the special passport
“in the interest of national
security”, another Marxist
chief minister, Mr Manik
Sarkar of Tripura, is against
the move.

TME STATESMAN



Chambers outl

blueprint for

India, Bangla ties

Task forces make recommendations on six areas

Haroon Habib

DHAKA: Business leaders from
Bangladesh and India have
agreed to push their respective
governments to start container-
ised movement of cargo through
road, rail and inland waterways
to facilitate bilateral trade and
investment. They also want the
Dhaka-Kolkata passenger train
service to start at an early date.

The agreement was reached at
the first meeting of six task
forces for promotion of India-
Bangladesh trade and invest-
ment held here on Sunday.

The Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI) President, Mir
Nasir Hossain, who led the Ban-
gladesh side, told the media that
“We have agreed only on the
modes of transportation which
can facilitate trade and
investment.”

The meeting formulated a
charter of recommendations on
six areas of cooperation for con-
sideration by the respective gov-
ernments, particularly by a
commerce minister-level meet-
ing scheduled to be held in K61+
kata on June 20.

Joint statement

B. K. Bajoria of the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICC) and
Mir Nasir of FBCCI signed a
joint statement on the recom-
mendations.

Indian delegation leader Mr.
Bajoria hoped that “bilateral
trade will double in just one year
if 30-40 per cent of the recom-
mendations are implemented.”

The task forces were formed
under a memorandum of under-

« Ministerlal level meeting
in Kolkata on June 20

« Boost to Indlan
investment in Bangladesh

standing (MoU) signed between
the FBCCI and FICCI on March
21 in New Delhi during Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia’s visit to
India. They relate to bilateral
trade, raising Indian invest-
ments in Bangladesh, trade re-
lated infrastructure, removal of
trade disputes, NTBs and activa-
ting programme of Bangladesh-
Indian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

“It is an icebreaking event to
start a new era in a structured
way,” Mir Nasir said, referring to
the outcome of the meeting. Mr.
Bajoria said the recommenda-
tions would act as a platform and
definitely help increase bilateral
trade and investment.

According to the joint state-
ment, the task force on bilateral
trade agreed on a FBCCI propos-
al to allow duty-free access of 16
Bangladeshi items to India. The
items are fish and fish products,
edible oil, automotive battery,
ceramic products, cosmetics and
toiletries, electrical copper wire,
jute and jute products, mela-
mine, leather and leather prod-
ucts, pharmaceuticals and
footwear.

The task force on raising Indi-
an investments in Bangladesh
recommended finalisation of the
Investment Protection and Pro-
motion Treaty, single window
clearance for new investment
proposals in Bangladesh, setting
up of industrial parks for Indian
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investments in Bangladesh and
rationalisation of tax holidays.
The task force on infrastructure
suggested that the bilateral
transport agreement should be
reached by the two countries to |
facilitate the movement of vehi-
cles for carrying goods and pas-
sengers. It also recommended
infrastructure facilities in terms
of warehousing, cargo handling
equipment, parking, customs
and immigration facilities, |
weigh bridges and improvement ,
of telephone connectivity at land
customs stations (LCS) on both
sides of the border.

Inland water transport

It said the Petrapole-Bena- |
pole Land Customs Stations
should work 24 hours and seven
days a week. New LCS’ might be |
opened up between Bangladesh
and neighbouring Northeast In-
dian States. At present, there is
no LCS in operation between
Mizoram and Bangladesh. The
Protocol on inland water trans- |
port IWT) will be extended for a
longer period and a joint study
by India and Bangladesh to look
into the potentials of improving
IWT,

The task force on trade dis-
putes recommended the forma-
tion of a panel consisting of
three members from each coun-
try for resolution of trade dis-
putes with various mechanisms.
It also recommended mutual
recognition of accreditation
agencies, making Northeast In-
dian banks capable of transact-
ing business directly with
Bangladeshi banks and recognis-
ing the FBCCI and FICCI to be
the nodal points for resolving
the NTBs.



MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2006

desh to India was important for several reasons.
This was the first visit by a Bangladesh head of
government to New Delhi in nine years. It gave
both sides an opportunity to address, at a political level, the
several issues that trouble their relations. Although Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had a bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Zia in Dhaka in November 2005 on the
sidelines of the summit of the South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation, this was the first focussed discus-
sion of issues of mutual concern. Since 2001, when a coali-
tion led by Prime Minister Zia’s Bangladesh National Party
came to power, relations between India and her eastern
neighbour have been dogged by mistrust. Dhaka’s percep-
tion clearly was that India preferred to do business with the
Awami League led by Sheikh Hasina. It did not help that
India-Bangladesh trade was heavily weighted against the
smaller country. Dhaka was unhappy over New Delhi’s
reluctance to give its exports duty free access. Further,
given that it has to share the waters of many rivers with its
big neighbour, the lower riparian state seemed jittery about
Indian plans for interlinking rivers. India, for its part, has
been concerned over illegal immigration across the porous
border and militant groups from the Northeast finding
sanctuary in Bangladesh with the connivance of elements in
its army and intelligence apparatus. Recently, possible link-
ages between jihadist groups operating in the two countries
have begun to worry Indian security agencies.

The Khaleda visit has not led to a breakthrough but there
are indications of progress. A revised version of the 1980
trade agreement acknowledges the importance of expand-
ing trade. The two neighbours have agreed to make “mu-
tually beneficial arrangements...[for the] passage of goods
between places in one country through the territory of the
other.” Does this mean Dhaka will now make available a
land route to connect West Bengal to the States of the
Northeast, which it has so far refused to do? The two sides
have also agreed to tackle terrorism “jointly,” although it is
not clear if this means joint operations on the India-Bangla-
desh border. The recent arrest of two leaders of the Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen, who allegedly masterminded several terror
strikes in Bangladesh, has helped Dhaka send out the mess-
age that it takes the threat of Islamist extremism seriously.
The visit has shown that undoing years of neglect in bilater-
al ties is not going to be easy. The key to this may lie in
addressing the imbalance in economic ties; this hinges on
the willingness of the bigger and more developed neighbour
to take generous and constructive steps. With general elec-
tions in Bangladesh likely by year-end and a regime change
quite conceivable, India will watch its neighbour’s volatile
political situation with keen interest and be prepared for
either outcome.

/



~A talk with the Begum

\"@k{é two sides agree to disagree % o
W
Begum Khaleda Zia’s visit to India has been a resoundmg
non-event that can readily be relegated to the footnotes in
any monograph on South Asian studies. The host country’s
diplomatic niceties went hand in hand with Dhaka’s sanctimo-
nious cant on the contentious issues. Not many flunkeys in any
visiting delegation could be as brazen, even direly arrogant, as
the Bangladesh finance minister, Saifur Rahman, who decla-
red that his country doesn’t believe in terrorism. And if that in
his reckoning is an “erroneous impression” impeding rela-
tions, so be it. That could be the most charitable construction
upon Mr Rahman’s chutzpah which can in large measure be
explained by India’s conduct of the visit. Similarly, Bangladesh
displayed a gung-ho assertiveness that was all too clear when
the Begum went beyond the tittle-tattle at the banquet to
shoot down the proposal on river-linking, The MEA's curtain-
raiser that came with an assurance on “tough talk” has been
reduced to so much watfle.

That posturing would have been relevant if India had the
nerve to echo the BSF chief’s assessment and tell Bangladesh
to its face that it poses a more insidious danger than Pakistan.
Alas, it doesn’t. As much is plain from its failure to raise, far
less thrash out, the persistent irritants, notably illegal migra-
tion, the border fence and the trans-border movement of
terrorists in the north-east. These are matters that have acted
as a double whammy for India. Not that relations alone have
been soured; no less disastrous has been the impact on in-
ternal governance and electoral politics in the border states.
With the core issues virtually untouched, the agreements
cover such peripherals as a rail route — the bus is off the bay
all too often — trade and drugs. The pledge to find mutually
satisfactory solutions is at best a saccharine statement of in-
tent. Indeed, the BSF-BDR gunbattle in North Dinajpur, in-
triguingly coinciding with the conclusion of the visit, willy-nilly
symbolises the volatile state of equations. For India, the
occasion must rank as another instance of wasted opportunity.
More’s thc pity that Dr Mgnmohan Singh couldn’t go beyo!

1ndm S interest. Not to p t too fine a point on it, that h
dashed not long after tife heady days of 1971-72. Vs /
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Khaleda talks peace, but
" BDR up in arms ™

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi/Kolkata: Even
as Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia is radiating
friendship in India, her
armed force along the bor-
der — Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) — opened fire on
Wednesday in North Dina-
jpur, leading to a fierce ex-
change with the BSF.

The BDR’s action has obvi-
ously embarrassed Khaleda
who arrived here on India’s
invitation to talk, among oth-
er things, the twin issues of

illegal migration and terror-
ism emanating from
Bangladesh’s soil.

Wednesday’s firing inci-
dent, in which BSF and BDR
fired 700-800 rounds from ri-

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia at a business
meeting in New Delhi on
Wednesday

fles and machine-guns at
each other, is a reminder of
the fact that forces like the
BDR have virtually become
a rouge organisation with

an agenda that’s often at
variance with that of Khale-
da Zija.

*BSF (North Bengal Fron-
tier) inspector-general § K
Tiwari said BDR opened fire
after his force protested
against the construction of
an embankment on the Kor-
toa river, which runs as a
natural boundary between
the two countries.

Though there were no ca-
sualties on the Indian side,
there is considerable ten-
sion in the area after the fir-
ing. This is the third inci-
dent of the cross-border fir-
ing along this particular
stretch of the border in the
last few months.

In the past also, the BDR
has proved to be trigger-
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happy. Its personnel, for in-
stance, had killed 16 BSF
jawans at Pyrdiwah village
in April 2001, which had led
to a diplomatic spat between
the two countries.

India took up these secu-
rity concerns with
Bangladesh during the dele-
gation-level talks on Tues-
day after the meeting of the
two PMs.

But casting aside ill-will
for the moment, the two sides
signed a joint statement,
agreeing to hold more fre-
quently meetings of bilateral
institutional mechanisms —
the home secretary-level
talks, joint boundary work-
ing groups, the joint rivers
commission and joint eco-
nomic commission.




Khaleda welconies
Indian investment »

Expresses concern over mounting trade imbalance

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: “We welcome foreign
investment, particularly from
our friendly neighbour, India,”
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia said at a business
meeting here, her last engage-
ment before leaving for home on
Wednesday night. '

Describing Bangladesh as a
“significant” investment desti-
nation, the Prime Minister said:
“We welcome our friends
abroad, particularly those from
India, to take full advantage of
Bangladesh’s favourable invest-
ment friendly regime and the
various incentive packages that
are in place.”

Though a small country in
terms of area, Bangladesh had a
population of over 140 million

2 3 mpe 2006

and a sustained, annual average
growth rate of over five per cent
over the last two decades or so.

Begum Zia did not shy away
from saying that the “ever-grow-
ing” trade gap between Bangla-
desh and India was a matter of
considerable concern to Dhaka.

“It is a matter of concern not
because India stands to be the
gainer. Certainly we cannot and
we do not see it that way. Never-
theless, we are concerned be-
cause such a situation is hardly
sustainable. We would, there-
fore, urge our friends in India to
facilitate preferential duty-free
access of Bangladeshi export to
India.

“We also look forward to the
dismantling of various non-tar-
iff barriers. The traders in Ban-
gladesh would particularly
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appreciate an img‘ovement in
land port facilities on the Indian
side of the border,” the Prime
Minister stated.

In turn, she said, her Govern-
ment would “examine” the pos-
sibility of greater “trade
creating” Indian investment in
Bangladesh within the frame-
work of the existing investment
regime.

“Bangladesh has a very open
mind about strategic business
partnership between the traders
and investors of the two coun-
tries. My Government is keen to
support such partnership in key
areas, so that investment in spe-
cific manufacturing sectors may
meet domestic consumption as
well as export to SAARC coun-
tries, especially India and
abroad,” Begum Zia added.



Kamal Nath for separate

FTA with Bangladesh ..

¢
v

Suggests MoU on standards between designated institutions )

Amit Baruah V‘jv“ A
NEW DELHY: India s for al South
Asia Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
“plus” (a separate) free trade ar-
rangement with Bangladesh
that would address the existing
trade imbalance between the
two countries, Commerce Min-

ister Kamal Nath said on.

Wednesday. :

Addressing Indian and Ban-
gladeshi businesspersons, Mr.
Nath said Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had given clear
guidelines that all non-tariff
barriers to trade should be re-
moved. “Non-tariff barriers are
there not by design, but by de-
fault,” he said.

The Commerce Minister sug-
gested in the presence of the
Bangladeshi Prime Minister,
Khaleda Zia, that a memoran-
dum of understanding be reac-
hed on the overall issue of
standards between designated
institutions of the two coun-
tries, so that all non-tariff bar-
riers could be eliminated.

Call for ‘political impetus’

On the issue of lopsided trade
between the two countries, Mr.
Nath pointed out that Bangla-
deshi exports to India had
grown by a massive 68 per cent
in 2004-05, but the trade imbal-
ance still remained.

Stressing that Dhaka and New
Delhi needed to look at their ba-
sic trade basket, the Commerce
Minister stated that with the op-
erationalisation of SAFTA and
India’s initiative to address mar-

BOOSTING TRADE TIES: The Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Kamal Nath

R

(centre), with the Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia (right) and the
Chairman, CII National Committee on Steel, B. Muthuraman at a luncheon meeting
in New Delhi on Wednesday. - PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

ket access issues of Bangladesh’s
textile and garment sector,
there would be a “substantial in-
crease” in exports to India.

Calling for greater “political
impetus” to existing economic
mechanisms, he pointed out
that the Joint Economic Com-
mission between the two sides
had not met for the last three
years. “We need to give more
political impetus to these
groups,” he said

“We must develop a roadmap
to address issues which are hin-

dering the growth of trade be-
tween our two countries .. a
clear priority is the improve-
ment of infrastructure at vari-
ous land customs stations,
operationalisation of fresh land
customs stations, simplification
of customs procedures and im-
provement of {the banking] sys-
tem,” While suggesting a
bilateral FTA with Bangladesh,
Mr. Nath cited the success of the
India-Sri Lanka FTA. Pointing
out that Sri Lankan exports to
India in 2001 were barely $45

million, the Commerce Minister
said this was less than those for
Bangladesh in the same year.
“By 2004, Sri Lankan exports
to India had grown to $200 mil-
lion. The balance of trade, which
favoured India 15:1 when the
FTA was signed, has come down
to 41 at present. India has
emerged as Sri Lanka’s third
largest investor ... in the light of
this experience ... the proposal
for a India-Bangladesh FT
should gather momentum,”
added.
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g Engaging Dhaka -

ONSIDERING HOW important

Bangladesh is for India, the first

bilateral visit of Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia has been somewhat
low-key. Two pacts were signed —one, a
revised trade accord, and another to
prevent illicit narcotics trade. Both
agreed on the anodyne formulation that
-they, as victims of terror, needed to fight
terror together. This is election year in
Bangladesh. Neither New Delhi nor
Dhaka was, perhaps, up to any dramat-
ic agreements at this stage. India, too,
probably, didn’t want to annoy Sheikh
Hasina with too close an embrace of her
rival. It was in Ms Khaleda’s interest to
visit New Delhi and signal to the elec-
torate that she too could do business
with India. As for India, it was impor-
tant for it to play host to Ms Khaleda so

as to make it clear that our interests lay

in working with whoever the
Bangladeshi people elected as leader.
Bangladesh represents-a huge chal-
lenge for policy-makers in New Delhi. It
is surrounded almost completely in its
land borders by Indian territory. Perhaps
as a result of this, it has developed a pe-

culiar phobia about India. As a result, it
would rather not earn revenue by per-
mitting Indian transit trade to the North-
east than see India prosper. Likewise it
would rather let its natural gas reserves
remain untapped than sell it to its neigh-
bour. India would be willing to live with
this. But what it cannot countenance is
the steady trickle of Bangladeshi eco-
nomic migrants into its territory; or the
Pakistani intelligence services and a
clutch' of North-eastern separatist
groups being allowed to use its territory
to launch attacks on India. As it is, Dha-
ka’s inability to exercise control has giv-
en rise to anarchic conditions in parts of
the country, allowing the unchecked rise
of all kinds of Islamic radicals. New Del-
hi does not have too many instrumental-
ities to deal with the situation there.

But it could be less niggling and nig-
gardly on matters of trade. It is in'our in-
terest to offer Bangladesh duty-free ac-
cess to Indian markets and as well as pro-
mote Indian investment there. An India-
Bangladesh partnership is the key that
can unlock the potential of the entire
eastern region of the subcontinent.



Call to boost lndo-Bangla trade

’7

EW DELHI, March 22. —
ndia today called for a
roadmap to address issues
that hinder growth of trade
with Bangladesh as the visit-
ing Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia invited “trade-
creating” investment.

“We welcome foreign
investment, particularly from
our friendly neighbour
India,” Begum Zia told a

‘joint business meeting organ-

ised by Ficei, CII and
Assocham.
At the same time, the

Bangladesh PM raised ‘the
issue of the balance of trade
skewed in India’s favour and
the increasing gap, asking
India to allow duty-free
import of goods from
Bangladesh and removal of

23 Mae 2006

non-tariff barriers. %’ %

“The ever-growing trade
gap between India
Bangladesh is a matter of
considerable concern for us...
Not because India stands to
be the gainer... Nevertheless,
we are concerned because
such a situation is hardly sus-
tainable,” she said.

While India’s exports. to
Bangladesh in 2004-05 stood
at $2 billion, Bangladesh’s
exports to India were a mea-
gre $140 million. Begum Zia
also urged India to improve
its land port to increase trade
flows.

In his address, the Umon
commerce and 1ndustry min-
ister, Mr Kamal Nath, said:
“Greater conniectivity is vital,
We must encourage, if not
insist on, movement of goods
across our land borders
through sealed containers.”

The STATESHAL

and -

'}r! LA

Mr Kamal Nath & mobt-'

L

ed a bilateral free te ‘8&”

agreement (FTA), which
could be “Safta plus”, to sub-
stantially address the cu:rent
trade deficit.

Pointing to the success of
the India-Sri Lanka FTA, the
commeérce minister said: “Sri
Lankan exports to India in
2001 was barely $45 million,
which was less than that of
Bangladesh in the same
year,” he pointed out. “By
2004 Sri Lankan exports to
India had grown to $200 mil-
lion.”

The balance of trade,
which favoured India by as
much as 15:1 in 2001 has now
come down to 4:1, he said,
adding “it is in the light of
this experience that the pro-
posal for India-Bangladesh

FTA should gather nen-
tum.”



” PLEDGE TO FIND MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY SOLUTIONS

| Khaleda vows to dd“

'mhmmibm

NEW DELHI, March' 22.
— At the end of her visit,

the Bangladesh Prime
Minister returned home
with only two agreements,
a-decision to operationalise
the Sealdah-Joydevpur rail
link and an assurance to
work closely for “mutually-
satisfactory” solutions.

“Whether it is security,
trade or sharing of water,
the two leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to work
closely together to find
mutual]y satisfactory solu-
tions,” said the joint Press
release issued at the end of
the ~day visit.

It d that the visit has
led t further consolidation
and progress in ties

&en the two neigh-
bou . Yesterday, during
the ¢ legaﬁon~level talks,
India had raised the issue
of teryorism, which was its
chief{ concern, while
Bangladesh had talked

about, the trade gap and
water g- The official
spokesperson of the exter-

nal affairs ministry had
on the topic of “ter-

roristh” that both India and
adcsh are “victims of
terr ”. “That was all

reoogmsed and terrorism
by its very nature is a kind
of phenomenon which can
be best tackled by joint

2 3 Maw 2006

NEW DELHI, March 22. — Insisting that it did not harbour
mds,wmmdayswneswmlndacouldnot
improve as long as this “erfoneous impression” remained. “This is
an eroneous impression. As ong as this erroneous impression

renms,rehhonsbelmhdaam

cannot

improve,” Bangladesh finance minister Mr M Saifur Rahman toid -
repamhaemmehstdaydahee-dayvsubym

Mmister Begum Khaleda Zia. He said

was “shocked

1o hear reports in yedlerday's meeting (with Indian delegation)
that some of its nationals were involved in terror attacks in
Benaras and some other places.” "Bangladesh does not believe
in tenorism. Tesrorists are nobody's friends. There should be no -

terrotism in the name of religion,” Mr Rahman said. Answeringa

question about illegal migration from his.country o india, he

claimed "the economic situation in

in some areas is

much better than in india. We have dealt with terrorism much
mmmmmw'mmmmd

Jamatul

Bangladesh chief Abdur Rahman and

Bangla Bhai militant group head Siddiqui Isiam 1o drive horme his

point. — PTI

cooperation,” he said.

Speaking at a business
luncheon, the Bangladeshi
finance minister, Mr Saifur
Rahman, was more com-
bative on the issue, imply-
ing that the matter had
been exaggerated. “So long
as-this erroneous impres-
sion continues, it is very
difficult to improve ties
with India, - including
trade,” he said. -

He  asserted  that
“Bangladesh does not
believe in  terrorism”.
“Terrorists are nobody’s
friends. There should be no

terrorism in the name of

expressed shock at reports
that some Bangladesh
nationals were involved in
the recent terror attacks in
Varanasi and some other
places.

Insisting that the living
conditions in Bangladesh
were “much better than in
India”, the finance minis-
ter denied reports about
illegal migration into
India. “The economic situ-
ation in Bangladesh in
some areas is much better
than India. We have dealt
with ferrorism much more
effectively,” he claimed.
Mr Rahman pointed to

religion,” he said. the recent arrests of
Mr Rahman also Jamatul Mujahideen
THE STATESHMAN

| 01'6

ngla}esh chief Abdur
Rahman and Bangl4:Bhai
militant group head
Siddiqui Islam to drive
home his point.

On Teesta, both sides
had yesterday decided to
hold discussions soon. .

The joint press release,
however, made no explicit
reference to any of the spe-
cific issues raised by both
sides.

It, however added that

~discussions were “under-
pinned by the common

desire to strengthen- and
consolidate the friendly
ties that already exist
between the two countries
based as they are on shared
history and culture and

wide-ranging people-to-
people relations”.

The discussions, the
release added, “resulted in
greater understanding and
appreciation.  ..of .. each
other’s point of view”.

The press release also
said both leaders-agreed to
maintain high-level politi-

- cal dialogue. The PM, Dr

Manmohan Singh, has
accepted an vitation to
visit Dhaka.

During the visit, two

* agreements were signed, a

revised trade pact and
another for mutual cooper-
ation for preventing illicit
trafficking in  narcotic
drugs and hotropic
substances.



Delhi, Dhaka to fi

Home Secretaries to meet more often to exchange information

Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI: India and Bangladesh

agreed they were “victims” of -

terrorism and should join hands
to deal with the menace follow-
ing two hours of talks between
Prime Ministers Manmohan
Singh and Khaleda Zia at Hyd-
erabad House on Tuesday eve-
ning.

The External Affairs Ministry
spokesman told presspersons
that the Home Secretaries of the
two countries would meet more
often to exchange information.
The Joint Rivers Commission,
too, would meet frequently to
address water issues.

While Prime Minister Khale-
da Zia called for duty free access
for Bangladeshi goods coming
into India to address the trade
imbalance, the Indian side took
the view that investment pro-
jects like the $2.5 billion project
proposed by the Tatas was one
way of dealing with the problem.

According to the spokesman,
India and Bangladesh also
agreed to operationalise the
Sealdah-Devpura railway link
between the two countries.
However, the two countries
could not sign a bilateral invest-
ment protection agreement due
to some last-minute problems.

Accords signed

Two agreements — a revised
trade accord and another for
preventing illicit trafficking in
narcotic drugs — were signed in
the presence of the two Prime
Ministers. The revised trade
agreement aims at expanding
trade and economic relations
between the two sides.

Senior officials stated that all
issues of concern came up for
discussion during the restricted,
one-on-one and delegation-level
talks between the two sides. An
advance seems to have been
made on the issue of terrorism
with New Delhi and Dhaka
agreeing to deal with the prob-
lem jointly.

In his banquet speech on
Tuesday night, Dr. Manmohan
Singh stated that the dialogue

9 TR & ﬂw%\.u
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WARM UII.GM Bangladesh Prime Minister Khaléda Zia with Bﬂ'&e,.Mmzster Manmohan Singh at the ceremonial
réception at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Fuesday. ~ PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN

hgd been “most useful” in un-
derstanding each other’s point
of view and in making progress
ondifferent issues.

“We believe sincerely that In-
dia and our neighbours all have a
common destiny. One cannot
prosper without the other and it
is only through cooperation
within the region that we can
compete outside it. We believe it
is our fundamental interest to

see a strong, stable and econom- -

ically strong Bangladesh making
its full contribution to regional
development,” the Prime Minis-
ter said.

On economic relations

In her speech, Begum Zia
made a direct appeal to the
Prime Minister to take specific
steps to encourage mozeé exports
from Bangladesh, ingtuding du-

\
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ty-free access to Bangladeshi
goods. “This would help use base
our economic relations on an
even more solid foundation.
Your positive response would
help Bangladesh in narrowing
the widening trade gap between
our two countries.”

She also called for a “common
approach” towards the sharing
of river waters. “It is necessary
that we have such an approach

within the framework of satis-
factory agreements. This is par-
ticularly important for those
common rivers for which we do
not have dry season sharing ar-
rangements,” Begum Zia said.
“Constructive engagement in
result-oriented solution to wa-
ter-related issues would certain-
ly contribute to consolidating
and strengthening Bangladesh-
India relations,” she added.



Khaleda arrives with
offer of friendship

o

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Bangladesh
wants to usher in “a new
phase” in friendship and co-
operation with India and im-

prove bilateral ties, bedev-

illed by diplomatic sparring
between the two neighbours
over the last few years.
Bangladesh PM Khaleda
Zia, arriving here on a
three-day visit on Monday
afternoon, said she hoped
her trip would create condi-
tions for “perceptible im-
provement in the content of

Begum Khaleda Zia is received by officials on her arrival in New Delhi on Monday

our cooperative relations”.

“During my visit, I look
forward to very candid and
constructive  discussions
with our friends in India,”
said Zia, who will hold dis-
cussions with Manmohan
Singh on Tuesday.

New Delhi, too, is keen to
mend fences with Dhaka.
But, at the same time, will
seek Bangladesh’s active co-
operation in ending illegal
immigration and terrorism
emanating from its territory.

The two countries are

»

cluding double tax avoid-
ance agreement and invest-
ment protection agreement.
Finance minister P Chi-
dambaram on Monday indi-
cated India’s readiness to al-
low  easy access to
Bangladeshi goods, which
Dhaka has been demanding
for quite some time.

“We must be able to ab-
sorb their (neighbouring
countries) exports. What is
the point in calling our-
selves a regional economic
power if we can’t help our
neighbours?” he said.
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NEW DIMENSION TO BILATERAL TIES

PM case for

e

Prass Trust of India ")

NEW DELHI, March \21. —
Seeking to give a new dimension to
bilateral ties, Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh today said “a
strong and prosperous” Bangladesh
is in the interest of India and the
region.

“A  strong and prosperous
Bangladesh is in the interest of
India, South Asia and the Asian
region as a whole,” Dr Singh told
reporters after a ceremonial recep-
tion was accorded to visiting
Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on the forecourt of
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

“She (Begum Zia) is an honoured
guest and we have intimate ties of
friendship with Bangladesh,” he said
adding the two countries would dis-
cuss all bilateral issues.

Begum Zia, after receiving a cere-
monial guard of honour, told
reporters that she had come with an
“open mind” and would “discuss
everything”.

Earlier, she was received at
Rashtrapati Bhavan by the Prime
Minister who was introduced to

&L

Begum Khaleda Zia offers floral fributes at
Rajgtat on Tuesday. — AFP
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members of her delegation.

Begum Zia, who arrived here yes-
terday on a three-day visit, has
expressed hope that conditions
would be created for “perceptible
improvement” in bilateral ties to
usher in a “new phase” in friendship
and cooperation.

The two countries are likely to
sign three pacts, including double
tax avoidance agreement and invest-
ment protection agreement.

During the Prime Ministerial-level
talks, India is likely to seek Dhaka’s
cooperation in ending terrorism
emanating from Bangladesh, besides
the issue of illegal immigration.

Suggesting more connectivity
between India and Bangladesh,
President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
today said this would. lead to “more
connectivity of mind”.

“Physical connectivity will lead to
more connectivity of mind,” the
President told the Bangladesh Prime
Minister when she called on him at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

During the 30-minute meeting,
the President talked about connec-
tivity between the two countries and
said there should be more links
between the two countries by road,
rail and- air, Rashtrapati«&ayan
spokesman Mr SM Khan said

Dr Kalam also offered assistance
to Bangaldesh in its rural-health
programme, including telemedicine,
he said.

Explaining the Providing Urban
Amenities in Rural Areas (PURA)
policy to Begum Zia, he said it was
also applicable to Bangladesh whose
majority pqpulation lived in rural
areas.

Sources/in the meeting said the
two lead€rs discussed water-sharing
issues Petween the two countries.
Begupt Zia invited Dr Kalam to visit
Bangladesh.

strong Bangla
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We are keen to deepen ties, .,

says Bangladesh Premier »+

1O

Agreement on bilateral investment protection likely to be signed on Tuesday w A S

Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI: Calling for “candid
and constructive” discussions
with the Indian leadership, Ban-
gladesh Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia arrived here on Monday on a
three-day State visit. She is
scheduled to hold talks with
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Tuesday evening,

“I hope that as a result of our
.| discussions it would be possible
for us to create conditions for
perceptible improvement in the
content of our cooperative rela-
tions,” Begum Zia said on her
arrival.

Deeply rooted

Describing the two countries
as close neighbours, she said:
“Our bonds of friendship are

; deeply rooted in ... history. Our
friendship has over the years
.| drawn strength from our very
intimate economic, political and
cultural ties. We are, indeed,
keen to deepen these ties.”
According to Begum Zia, the

21 Mt 2006

o Hopes for perceptible improvement In cooperative

* Sues Immense potential for India-Bangladesh relations

:.-Wmemmfmardnmﬂmmamiﬁuv

potential for India- Bangladesh
relations was immense and it
would be her “desire” to discuss
with Dr. Singh and other Indian
leaders how best to realise this
potential.
* The visiting Prime Minister
said that while India and Bangla-
desh had made impressive eco-
nomic and social progress, their
many problems remained
daunting. “The problem of pov-
erty and deprivation still stalks
our countries. We can overcome
these problems only through
cooperation in an environment
of peace and stability.”

“1 would certainly like to aitil-
ise my present visit to discyss all

™\

Al

v W

issues of relevance to our multi-
faceted relations. But, equally,
importantly, it would be my in-
tention to carry forward our sus-
tained engagement in a positive
direction ...” she added.

To meet Kalam

An agreement on bilateral in-
vestment protection is likely to
be signed on Tuesday after talks
between Begum Zia and Dr.
Singh. The Bangladesh leader
will also call on President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam apart from meet-
ing a host of senior Ministers.

Soon after her arrival, Minis-
ter of State for External Affairs
E.Ahamed and Lok Sabha Speak

er Somnath Chatterjee called on
the Prime Minister. Welcoming
her to India, Mr. Ahamed re-
ferred in general terms to trade,
investment and security issues
between the two sides.

India, Mr. Ahamed said, want-
ed to see a strong, stable and
prosperous Bangladesh: a point
made by Dr. Singh to Begum Zia
during their meeting in Dhaka
on the sidelines of the SAARC
summit in November 2005.

In a related development, the
External  Affairs  Ministry
spokesman said her visit “may
be seen” in the context of the
policy of sustained and contin-
uous high-level engagement that
Indiahas instituted with Bangla-
desh.

“Bangladesh is a close and
friendly neighbour and the visit
is testimony to the importance
that both countries attach to bi-
lateral relations,” the spokes-
man stressed, adding that the
entire gamut of relations would

be discussed during the Manmo-
han-Khaleda meeting. /



THIN days of the
election of the BNP-
led four-party coali-

tion to power in October
2001, thic NDA government’s
special  emissary, Brajesh
Mishra. air-dashed to Dhaka
in a bid 10 improve Indo-
Bangladesh ties. Amidst the
no-holds-barred countrywide
post-clection Hindu cleansing
that wuas in progress then,
Mishra assured Begum
Khaled: Zia that New Delhi
had nu political tavourites in
Bangiudesh, nor was it
inclined to interfere in its
internal affairs. He took the

opportunity to convey Prime
Minister ~ Atal  Behari
Vajpajee’s invitation to her to
visit India at her ecarliest
opportunity.

In the last four and. half
years, Begum Zia visited Sau-
di Arabia (several times), Chi-
na (twice), Pakistan, Japan,
Thailand, Malaysia, Burma
and a host of other countrigs,
but she found no time to set
her feet on the nedrest neigh-
bouring country and the ma-
jor regional power, India, with
which Bangladesh has a num-
ber of serious problems, most
of which are Dhaka’s own
making. The problems range
from support to northeastern
insurgencies to unchecked il-
legal immigration — that has
acquired the proportions of
demographic invasion — to
the rise and cross-border

spread of radical political Is-

lam. New Delhi’s repeated
complaints on these issues
met with cynical denial of
their existence. Instead, Kha-
leda Zia and her two Jamaat
Cabinet colleagues repeatedly
insinuated India’s invoive-
ment in the acts of Islamic
terrorist violence in Bangla-
desh. Efforts by New Dethi to
obtain supply of gas from
Bangladesh and secure transit
and transshipment facilities
for accessing North-east
states through its territory as
parts of a package to strength-
en bilateral economic ties
have beert persistently rebuff-
ed. The Khaleda government
has also reneged from its ear-

lier commitment to the tripar-

tite agreement for transporta-
tion of gas from Myanmar to
India through pipelines run-
ning through- Bangladesh,
demanding impossible quid
pro quo from India.

The proposals by the Tatas -

to make massive investment

" in the country are now stuck,
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thanks to the high price
demanded by Bangladesh for
the power supply to its indus-
trial projects. If the disagree-

Despite what visiting

‘No free lunch S

e

Bangladesh Prime Minister-
Khaleda Zia might have to say
about her country’s politicat-

and economic grievances,

Dr Manmohan Singh should
make it clear that mutual

accommodation is the basis
of meaningful bilateral
relations, writes
BIBHUTI BHUSAN NANDY

ment is not resolved soon the
investment is going to die a
natural death.

Dhaka’s unrelenting hostil-
ity towards India is aided by
sections of fordign and Indian
media, Early last year, at the
height of Islamic terrorist
depredations in Bangladesh,
writing in the International
Herald Tribune a Hong Kong-
based journalist stated that
the reputation of Bangladesh
for religious extremism was
“much exaggerated” and that
“despite recent blemishes, the
country’s record of communal

TNE STATESMAN

peace is better than that of
India.” He went on to claim
that “instances of intolerance
are exception than the rule”
in the country and that “the
Jamaat has not pressed on its
Islamic agenda too overtly”,
conveniently forgetting to
mention that all the Islamic
terrorist outfits in the country
are organically linked to. the
Jel, which shields them from
any legal action.

In the months that have
elapsed since then, lesser
scribes in the Indian media
have made low-key attempts

X

v
"

to paint an acceptable portrait
of the BNP-Jamaat govern-
ment that did not cut much
ice with the Indian public. But
now, coinciding with the state
visit of Khaleda Zia, a media
heavyweight of New Delhi
has given a pep talk to Dr
Manmohan Singh on what

~ should he and his government

do and not do in relation to
Bangladesh. Commenting on
why bilateral relations have
hit the rock bottom, he has
squarely blamed New Delhi
for “the mess the two nations
stare at today”. He has dis-
missed assessments that Ban-
gladesh is “turning towards
Islamic radicalism, is headed
down the road of Talbani-
sation and its leadership is a
hostage to religious ext

ism” as “political myths”. He
has recommended a five-fold
approach to the Prime Mi-
nister for his talks with Kha-

leda Zia. His first recommen-

dation is that India should
separate its engagement with
Bangladesh from the latter’s
domestic policies.

The hard reality is that
however detached India may
try to be, the political parties

.. of Bangladesh invariably drag

this countty in domestic poli-
tics to worst one another. This
apart, can or should India re-

_main tight-lipped over mal-

treatment of its religious and
ethnic minorities that result in
influx of refugees to this side
of the border thus imposing a
crushing burden on this coun-
try?

Second, India must demon-
strate some empathy with
what Dhaka has to say about
its political and economic
grievances. There is no harm
in listening to what Khaleda
wants to say but the Prime
Minister must clearly insist on
mutual accommodation as
the basis of meaningful bilat-
eral relations.

Third, the Prime Minister
must lay out India's expecta-
tion on its security concerns,
This has been done times
without number, but to no
avail. In the summit this time.
the Prime Minister must sig-
nal to our guest that Bang-
ladesh has tried our patience
far too long and any further
intransigence on its part will
encounter tougher response
in concrete terms.

Fourth, despite using huge
trade surplus with Bang-
ladesh, New Delhi has been
miserly in offering market
access to Dhaka; Dr Man-
mohan Singh must proclaim
unilateral trade concessions
to Bangladesh. But the fact is
products of Bangladesh like
Jamdani saris, handicraft and
dry fish, et al, have limited
market in India. Gas has
demand, but Dhaka would
not spare any. New Delhi can-
not make any extraordinary
gesture at its own expense
without something in return.
There is no free lunch in
international relations, partic-
ularly when its applicant is a
hostile country.

Fifth. Dr Manmohan Singh
should strongly resist the
temptation to link trade open-
ings to Dhaka's actions on
India’s security concerns. The
Indian state is surely not run-
ning a charity house.

International  relations
being strictly a matter of reci-
procity, these suggestions
would surely intrigue many.

(The author is former
Additional Secretary, Research
and Analvsis Wing.)
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Trust “doables’ }511,
Khaleda wish list*"
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Khaleda Zia: Mending fences

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, March 19

THE PRIME minister of Ban-
gladesh, Khaleda Zia, arrives in
New Delhi on Monday for what is
being termed a “landmark” visit
that will concentrate on mending
bilateral fences that have frayed
with mistrust and mutual suspi-
cion. The focus, senior officials
said, would be to concentrate on
“doables” to build trust while not
skirting the concerns that have
plagued the bilateral dialogue.
That Khaleda is coming, not as
the SAARC chairperson, but on a
bilateral state visit, the first in
her second term in office, is in-
dicative of the “definite desire” to
improve ties. The more the lead-
ers meet and talk, the less scope

there is for mistrust. Officials
said the recent arrests of key ter-
rorist leaders like “Bangla Bhai”
in Bangladesh was a “positive
sign” that indicated Dhaka’s “ac-
ceptance” of the problem of Is-
lamist terrorism using the coun-
try as a base.

“Coming out of denial mode into
acceptance mode” was the first
step to resolve the problem, an ana-
lyst said. Diplomats said there had
been no incidents of terrorist vio-
lence in over four months, indicat-
ing Dhaka’s seriousness in dealing
with the issue. Amnesty Interna-
tional called it the first signs of a
“shift” in government policy.

Treason charges have been filed
by Bangla authorities against top
leaders of the banned militant out-
fit Jamaat-ul-Mujaheedin Bangl-
adesh, including Sidiqul Islam
(Bangla Bhai) and Sheikh Abdur
Rahman, for allegedly conspiring
to oust the Khaleda Zia govern-
ment, reports said.Concerns about
infiltration and the denial of tran-
sit rights will figure in the talks, as
will the river water issue.

The entire gamut of bilateral re-
lations, including unresolved bor-
der issues, security-related mat-
ters, trade and the sharing of river
water, would be discussed when
Khaleda meets Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for formal talks
on March 21, Bangladeshi foreign
secretary Hemayetuddin said. But
results are expected in improved
economic and commercial ties. The
major investment planned by the
Tatas in Bangladesh, caught up in
“protracted negotiations” will also
figure. India is likely offer duty-
free access for a number of
Bangladeshi products to meet Dha-
ka’s concerns.



Dhaka hopes
visit will be a
“milestone?.

“Begum Khaleda is g

Haroon Habib

DHAKA: Bangladesh Foreign Min-
ister M. Morshed Khan foresees
Begum Khaleda Zia's three-day
visit to India from Monday as a
“milestone, and, maybe, one of
the last calls for the train of op-
portunity in the region”.

Mr. Khan in a media interview
said, “I think India can afford to
take a unilateral initiative to
open its market for Bangladeshi
products to help resolve the
huge trade deficit.

The interview was circulated
by a private news agency.

Spelling out the Govern-
ment’s position on bilateral
trade and FTA, water sharing,
border demarcation, transport
connectivity, tri-nation gas
pipeline and terrorism, he said:
“She is going with an open mind,
ready to discuss anything and
everything for mutual benefit.”

Sharing of waters

On the sharing of waters and
Indian river-linking projects, in-
cluding the Tipaimukh barrage,
he said such schemes might be
matter of “augmentation” for In-
dia but a “life-and-death ques-
tion for Bangladeshi people.”

On India’s proposal on a bus
route along the Dhaka-Sylhet-
Shilong-Guwahati line and a
passenger train service from
Sealdah in Kolkata to Gazipur in
Bangladesh, he said the roads in
Bangladesh were not fit for tak-
ing heavy-duty container cargo.
Besides, after development of
rift in the Jamuna Bridge, the
cross-border train service from
Sealdah to Gazipur remains a
doubtful proposition.

{ Demarcation

On the demarcation of a 6.5-

{ km stretch along the common

border and exchange of enclaves
and adversely possessed lands,

oy 3 ("J\ﬂ?

with an open mind"

he said the Joint Working Group
was working on the issue.

About bilateral free trade with
India, he said Bangladesh and
India had two FTAs — BIMSTEC
and SAFTA.

On the tri-nation gas pipeline
from Myanmar to India through
Bangladesh, he said, “It is a busi-
ness venture, not a political is-
sue.”

He said militancy and terror-
ism were a global problem. “It
has spread like an epidemic, and
we were last to be hit.” Bangla-
desh, he said, had done excellent
job by arresting 700-800 mili-
tants and two of the most-want-
ed leaders, Shaikh Rahman and
Bangla Bhai.

Fight against terrorism

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
person said Begum Khaleda
would discuss “joint cooperation
to fight terrorism” with Dr.
Singh.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zahirul Haq said, “Both sides
will discuss all bilateral issues,
including cross border terror-
ism, security, trade, transport
linkages and water sharing of
common rivers.”

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
Hemayetuddin, who returned
from New Delhi on Friday, said
he met his counterpart Shyam
Saran and both sides were look-
ing forward to the visit. “The
talks will address common con-
cerns and ways of expanding

trade and economic ra-
tion,” he said. fgpé
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Terror on Khaleda’s
talks table menu

ADITYA Sinha
New Delhi, March 18

WHEN BANGLADESH Prime Min-
ister Khaleda Zia arrive$ in India
this week, the guestion on'most peo-
ple’s minds will revolve around the
timing of her visit. Nationy} elec-
tions are due in her country 1 less
than a year (they have to be declaxed
by October, and can take place thre
months after that). Why, after four
years of India-bashing, does she
suddenly deem it fit to come calling?

The obvious point of reference is
the election. Her main opposition,
the Awami League
led by Sheikh Hasi-
na; is a relatively
pro-India party. Gov-
ernment experts
think Khaleda’s visit
might be an attempt
to depict her government’s relations
with India as warm, and thereby
confuse the opposition.

Though India will roll out the red
carpet and give Khaleda a warm wel-
come, the government expects noth-
ing substantial to come out of the
visit. Dhaka seems to give a low pri-
ority to Indo-Bangla relations; it’s
blocking major economic projects
like the trans-Asia highway and the
proposed gas pipeline from Myan-
mar, and New Delhi has long-stand-
ing security concerns.

Three agreements will be negoti-
ated during Khaleda’s visit. One
will be on the prevention of illegal
cross-border trade in psychotropic
substances. But an agreement won’t
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be enough unless the 4,000-0dd km
border is more closely watched.

India is fencing the border, but
Dhaka has lately objected to fencing
within 150 yards of the zero line of
the border. Bangladesh Rifles has
never seemed serious about cooper-
ating with the BSF on countering
smuggling because this is a highly
profitable business.

The most serious problem facing
India is the refuge that Northeast in-
surgents get in Bangladesh.

Foreign minister Morshed Khan’s
warning, in 2004, that while India
surrounded Bangladesh, Banglade-
sh surrounded the
Northeast, still rings
in many ears.

Insurgents from
the Northeast not
only live in Dhaka,
but also travel
abroad on Bangladeshi passports.

Also, insurgent groups have been
illegally importing. arms through
Chittagong. In April 2004, the Ban-
gladesh army had seized 2,000 AK se-
ries assault rifles, sub-machine car-
bines, Chinese rifles, rocket launch-
ers, 27,000 hand grenades and two
lakh rounds of ammunition from
Chittagong.

What’s more, most of this cargo
was headed for India. .

New Delhi’s other concern is that
Bangladesh is increasingly becom-
ing a staging post for terrorism in
India. All of the major attacks in the
past year — Ayodhya, Delhi, Banga-
lore and Varanasi — have had a sig-
nificant Bangladesh connection.
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CCS okays -
stronger _/
border <

fem.:mg@f o

RAJNISH Sharma (ho /
New Delhi, February 13 \ﬁ\\\ﬁv

: CONGERNED OVER the increasing
infiltration from Bangladesh, partic-

{ ularly into Assam and West Bengal,

' the Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) has cleared an ambitious pro-
posal to further strengthen and up-

' grade the fencing along the India-
Bangladesh borders in these states.

Tllegal migration from Bangladesh
is a highly political issue in poll-
bound West Bengal and Assam. The
Cabinet Committee of Political Af-
fairs (CCPA) had recently taken a de-
cision to amend the Foreigners Act,
particularly for Assam, where an il-
legal migrant will get an opportuni-
ty to present his case before a tribu-
nal before he is declared a foreigner
and deported.

Highly placed home ministry
sources said the CCS, at its last meet-
ing, had sanctioned Rs 884 crore for
the fencing work along the Indo-
Bangla border - particularly in As-
sam and West Bengal. While, in West
Bengal, fencing along the 507-km
border will be upgraded, in Assam,
the total border of 149.29 km will be
covered. Some parts of Meghalaya
have also been included in the pro-
posal. While clearing the home min-
istry proposal, the CCS was particu-
lar that the entire project should be
completed within two years. The
home ministry will also have to sub-
mit a regular status report to the
CCS regarding progress on the fenc-
ing work:

Ministry officials said most of the
fencing on the Indo-Bangla border in
the two states had been covered dur-
ing the first phase in 1989. Thus, this
fencing had been badly damaged at
most places providing easy access to
the illegal migrants from
Bangladesh.

Sources said the Centre was also
keen that the new fencing should
also cover the area between the zero
line and 150 yards. This has been an
extremely contentious issue, since
Bangladesh has been strongly oppos-
ing any fencing or construction work
in this area. Bangladesh Rifles has
often resorted to heavy firing if fenc-
ing is done between the zero line and
150 yards.




Dhaka releases

Meghalaya +. .
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forest officials’ N

Statesman Nefws Service

GUWAHATI, Jau. 4. — Bangladesh has
finally returned three forest officials from
Meghalaya who had been taken into cus-
tody by Bangladesh police about a month
back. The three officials had inadvertent-
ly crossed the Indo-Bangla border at
Jaintia Hills area in Meghalaya and their
release comes after a month-long effort
by Indian authorities.

A Meghalaya state forest department

source said that Bangladesh Police hand-
ed the officials back to Meghalaya Police
at Dawki in presence of the Jaintia Hills
district forest officer (DFO) around 8
p.m. yesterday. The source said the offi-
cials were in good health and all their
belongings, too, were returned.
- The three officials — Mr Moses
Lyngdoh, Mr Woldis Swer and Mr Ram
Pohlong — were charged with guarding
the Narpuh Block | Reserve Forest at
Jaliakhola, Jaintia Hills. They had strayed
into Bangladeshi territory while taking a
short cut on 1 December 2005.

Meanwhile, forest staff in Meghalaya,
which shares a long land border with
Bangladesh, have been asked to be care-
ful so }h’at they don’t stray inside
Bangladeshi teriitory while dxschargmg
thuf duty inside the forests along the

Three AR jawans killed

IMPHAL, Jan. 4, — Three Assam Rifles
jawans were killed and five others injured in
an ambush by Manipur insurgents at Longpi
village in interior hill district of Tamenglong, an
official said today. He said personnetl of the
35th Assam Rifles battalion yesterday
jaunched a massive manhunt at Longpi area,
about 55 km west of here, foliowing reports
that weli-armed insurgents were roaming
freely there. As they intensified the search
operation, insurgents who were hiding in the
thick jungles opened fire and in the ensuing
exchange of fire three Assam Rifies personnel
were killed. Casualty, if any, on the side of the
insurgents was not immediately known. — PTI

international border.

Soon after the incident, the BDR and
the BSF had a flag meeting for the
release of the three officials. However,
their released couldn’t be secured easily
as the BDR had handed over the forest
officials to Bangladesh Police after taking
them into custody for crossing the border.

Subsequently, Meghalaya chief minister
Mr DD Lapang had called on the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, the Union
home minister, Mr Shivraj Patil, and the
Union tribg} affairs minister, Mr PR
Kyndiah, uyging them to take up the mat-
ter with the Bangladeshi authorities.
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Assam sector of India-Bangladesh
border will be sealed: Patil .-

Home Minister, Assam Chief Minister visit border at Maslabari in Dhubri sector

Sushanta Talukdar

GUWAHATI: The All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU) on Tues-
day said the Union Home
Minister Shivraj Patil had as-
sured it that a vast portion of the
Assam sector of the India-Ban-
gladesh border would be sealed
by December 2006.

Student leaders who accom-
panied Mr. Patil and Assam
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi for
an inspection of the border told
reporters that they showed Mr.
Patil an open 20-km stretch at
Maslabari in the Dhubri sector.

Describing Mr. Patil’s visit as
a great achievement, AASU
president Shankar Prasad Rai,
general secretary Tapan Kumar
Gogoi and adviser Samujjal Ku-
mar Bhattacharyya, claimed
they could convince Mr. Patil
why they had been agitating for
sealing the border.

“Through our continued ag-
itation we have been impressing
upon the Centre and the State
Government that the Assam-
Bangladesh border is porous
and illegal migration from Ban-
gladesh has been taking place.
On Monday, the Union Home
Minister and the Assam Chief
Minister could see for them-
selves that a vast area of the bor-
der is still open and even the old
barbed wire fence in many areas
like Sonahat needed to be re-
placed,” said Mr. Bhattacharyya.

He said the AASU had asked
the Centre that if the India-Pa-
kistan border could be sealed in
just two years why the India-
Bangladesh border could not be
sealed even 20 years after sign-
ing the Assam Accord.

The AASU leaders said they
would monitor the progress of
sealing the border within a stip-

_ulated time frame, They said the
Union Home Minister had also
assured them of undertaking an-
other joint visit to the Karim-
ganj sector.

* Mr. Bhattacharyya said the
Director-General of the Border
Security Force had shown his
mobile phone to Mr. Patil,
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CHECKING BEFORE TILLING: Border Security Force personnel checking a farmer who is going to plough his land lying
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in the no man’s area on the border with Bangladesh in Sonaghat, Dhubri district of Assam, on Tuesday. - PHOTO:

RITU RAJ KONWAR

pointing to the non-availability
network in the area.

Visits Tin Bigha Corridor
PTI reports from Siliguri:
Mr. Patil said that India ac-

corded importance to better re-

lations with Bangladesh, and

the Berubari issue could be

solved on the basis of dialogue.
Berubari in north Bengal is a

disputed area lying between
Bangladesh and India. There has
been a long-standing demand to
settle the issue on the basis of
the Indira Gandhi-Mujibur Reh-
man treaty.

Mr. Patil spoke to MP Hiten
Barman and other local leaders
and also received memorandaon
the issue. The Home Minister,
who is on a three-day visit to
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north Bengal, earlier visited the
Tin Bigha Corridor in Coochbe-
har district. He crossed over to
the Panbari checkpost in Pat-
gram in Bangladesh where he in-
teracted with senior officials of
the Bangaldesh Rifles (BDR). He
was also given a guard of honour
by the BDR personnel.

Mr. Patil signed the visitor’s
book at the specially construct-

ed camp at the checkpost. He
took tea with the officials there
and also received gifts.

He also visited the border out-
post at Bheem and discussed lo-
cal issues with BSF officials.

He told newspersons that the
Centre was keen on socio-eco-
nomic programmes for the uplift
of the people living in the border
areas.
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_Patil inspects

.» Indo-Bangla
border fencing

GUWAHATI, Jan. 2. -
Union home minister Mr
Shivraj Patil today carried
out physical inspection of
the fencing along the
India-Bangladesh border
at two places in the Dhubri
sector in Western Assam
along with the Assam chief
minister Mr Tarun Gogoi
and a delegation of the All
Assam Students Union
(AASU).

Mr Patil visited the on-
going border fencing work
in the Mancachar stretch
of the international bor-
der and inspected the con-
dition of already erected
fencing at Sonarhat area.
He happened to be the
first Union home minister
to pay a visit to the India-
Bangladesh border in
Assam. The visit was in
accordance  with  the
Assam Accord signed by
the AASU and the Assam
government representa-
tives in New Delhi during

May last year.
Construction of fencing
along the India-

Bangladesh border in the
northeast to check illegal
migration of people from
Bangladesh was one of the
main clauses of the Assam

THME STATESMAN

Accord signed in the year
1985 by the Centre with
the AASU as a conse-
quence of the six-year-long
(1979-1985) Assam agita-
tion against illegal migra-
tion from Bangladesh.
Immediately after his
arrival here earlier in the
day, Mr Patil held tripar-
tite talks on the implemen-
tation of clauses of the
Assam Accord with AASU
representatives in the pres-
ence of Mr Gogoi .and
Union home ministry offi-
cials and the Assam gov-
ernment. Mr Patil said the
AASU had discussed the
fulfilment of its various
demands through the
implementation of all the
clauses of the Assam
Accord at the meeting,
The AASU, besides
demanding the completion
of border fencing work by
the end of this year,
pressed for its demand for
the updating of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NRC) of 1952 till 25
March 1971 to facilitate the
detection and deportation
of illegal migrants from the
state. As per the Assam
Accord, all Bangladeshi
immigrants-who have come
to the state illegally after 25
March 1971 must be
detected and deported.
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