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Tndla,
revive

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH], June 5: India
and Ethiopia have revived
the Joint Trade Committee
between the two countries
following a meeting here
after a gap of four years.
The committee decided
upon a slew of major ini-
tiatives for the next year,
minister of state for com-
merce, Mr Jairam Ramesh,
today said.

“Ethiopia is important
to India not just from
commercial angle but
because of its strategic
position,” Mr Ramesh
said. The second most
populous country in the
African continent after
Nigeria, the gountry is sit-
uated in.the Horn of
Africa, pointing to its
importance in the region.

Among the seven major

06 Jux 200

opia o

%ra e pariel

initiatives is one on leather.
Ethiopia is a major
exporter of raw hides and
skins and the delegation
from the Council of
Leather Exporters would
visit the country next
month to ensure more
supply for India’s tannery
and leather industry.

Secondly, Indian compa-
nies are participating in
road construction opera-
tions in Ethiopia, which
has received $1 billion aid
from African Development
Bank and World Bank for
this purpose.

India is also negotiating
to increase its procure-
ment of pulses from
Ethiopia. Indian Pulses
and: ;Oilseeds Traders -
Assécifitién fofild see héw
much additional pulses
could be procured from
the state, Mr Ramesh said. /
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