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/. Tribal rights bill

e s,

ﬁfaces forest fire

y Chandrika Mago/TNN

New Delhi: Stoking a simmering
political fire, the National Forest
Commission has used strong lan-
guage to lambast the govern-
ment’s tribal rights Bill, saying
it’s not just bad in law but will be
an ecological disaster. It ascribes
political motivations at some
points. Its report, given to the
Prime Minister on Tuesday, says
another legislation is, in fact,
needed.

One member, well-known ac-
tivist Chandi Prasad
Bhatt, has dissented
completely from these
recommendations.

The controversial
tribal rights Bill, finally
introduced in the last
winter session of Par-
liament, is being
screened by a commit-
tee of MPs. The legisla-

on an ecologically-sustainahle ba-
sis. In clear support of the thvi-
ronment ministry’s position
through the entire controversy, it
says the environment ministry
could be asked to do the needful,
after getting state inputs.

The Commission doesn’t be-
lieve the law should apply to na-
tional parks and sanctuaries.
There is some particularly strong
language here: “The politically
motivated and ecologically-suici-
dal proposal of providing tempo-
rary rights in these protected ar-
eas for a period of five
years” and making
these permanent if
people aren’t resettled
by then is “a mere fa-
cade”. They believe the
task can never be
achived, given the past
record and political
motivations. It says
grant of such rights

tion has been described
as a paradigm shift in
approach towards addressing con-
cerns on tenurial security, liveli-
hood and traditional rights of for-
est-dwelling Scheduled Tribes who
have living without legal cover.
The Bill’s opponents, however,
are alive and kicking. the Nation-
al Forest Commission, chaired by
former chief justice of India BN
Kirpal, says the proposed Bill
would be harmful to the interests
of forests and ecological security
of the country. It will be bad in law
and in open conflict with rulings
of the Supreme Court. )
Another legislation, therefore,
needs to be framed, providing for-
est-dwelling communities the
right to share from forest produce

PM: Facing Flak

will irrevocably im-
pair the ecological via-
bility of protected areas.

The report bears the clear im-
print of officials and conserva-
tionists who believe the tribal
rights Bill will sound the death
knell for forests, ‘parcelling’ out
land. Commission members in-
clude the director-general
(forests) and additional director-
general (forests), J S Singh of
Benares Hindu University and
conservationist M K Ranjitsinh.

The report points to the ambi-
guity on how forest-dwelling com-
munities who aren’t tribals will be
treated and insists forest man-
agers should have a say in sustain-
able “exploitation” of forests —in
consultation with locals.
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Tribal right to vote on offer of relief

Law to tackle
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land unrest

JAYANTAROY
CHOWDHURY

New Delhi, March 28: The
Centre wants to allow trib-
al villages to hold a vote on
rehabilitation packages for
vacating land for projects.

A legislation is being
drawn up as part of the gov-
ernment’s effort to address
tribal unrest, one of the most
contentious issues dogging
development initiatives in
the country. The bill will also
shift the focus of relief from
giving jobs to allocating farm
land to the displaced.

The proposal has been
mooted in the wake of recur-
ring bloodshed that follows
complaints of inadequate
compensation by those up-
rooted by industrial as well as
development projects. The lat-
est such flare-up broke out in
Visakhapatnam yesterday fol-
lowing differences over com-
pensation for land for a port.

The new legislation, which
has been suggested by the
National Advisory Council,
will be applicable only to cen-
tral government utilities and
companies. However, since the
legislation will be based on
items that are on the concur-
rent list, states can use the bill
as a model and bring in a uni-
form policy.

The central law will also

PACKAGE PLAN

o Tribal villages to vote on
rehab packages

o Land for land, not jobs
for land

® More cash compensation

@ Family to be redefined

@ Unmarried adults to get
separate status and a
share of the
compensation

@ Grandparents living in

separate huts to be
considered a new family

incorporate a national reha-
bilitation council that will vet
the packages offered to the
tribals. If states pass similar
acts, they can have local reha-
bilitation councils.

Tribal rehabilitation has
acquired a sense of urgency
after 13 people were killed dur-
ing a protest against land acq-
uisition for a steel plant in Ori-
ssa’s Kalinganagar. The trib-
als were protesting the low la-
nd price and lack of job offers.

With tribal disquiet spre-
ading and getting enmeshed in
a rising Maoist movement in
the tribal belt, officials feel the
Centre cannot afford to re-
main aloof much longer and
must coordinate with states to
work out a solution.

According to the referen-
dum plan, the rehabilitation
policy will have to be cleared

by at least 50 per cent mem-
bers of the gram sabha. Dis-
senters’ opinion will have to
be recorded and attempts
made to turn them around. If
the gram sabha does not clear
the terms, a new package will
have to be formulated.

The new “land for land”
policy will also seek to give al-
ternative farming land. The
government believes that
mere cash compensation does
not solve livelihood problems.
Besides, with few unskilled
jobs in mechanised sectors,
the old policy of jobs for land
is difficult to implement.

Earlier, steel plants used to
negotiate packages which in-
cluded a job for at least one
member of each family dis-
placed, besides cash compen-
sation for land, housing es-
tates and community benefits
like healthcare.

“Jobs could then be given
because these were huge mills
and the industrial process re-
quired tens of thousands of
unskilled or semi-skilled
workers,” an official pointed
out. But with modernisation,
the number of jobs has been
reduced to a third or fourth.

If farmland allocation is
not possible, alternative liveli-
hood — which could be thro-
ugh common ownership of la-
kes formed by dams for hydel
projects — will be considered.
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“"12-hour Orissa b?ﬁdh

-
____Nageshwar Patnaik é
"~ BHUBANESWAR 7 JANUARY

Kalinga Nagar Surakshaya Samity and

supported by all Opposition parties evoked
a near total response, with vehicular and train
trafficking coming to a grinding halt in almost all
parts of the state. Barring a few stray incidents,
the bandh passed off peacefully.

Business establishments downed their shutters
while attendance in government establishments,
banks, industrial concerns and other organisations
was very thin. At least 27 trains were stranded in
different stations while many could not take off
from their originating places.

Bhubaneswar roads wore a deserted look. Not
asingle four-wheeler, except police vans and me-
dia cars was seen plying on the road. Supporters
of the opposition Congress, CP1, CP1 (M), CPI
(ML), Orissa Gana Parishad, Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, Samajwadi Party, Bahujan Samaj Party
and Forward Bloc blocked the entry points to
Bhubaneswar by burning tyres and putting huge
stones on the road.

Early on Saturday morning, opposition leaders
gathered at AG Square where they condemned
the police action on the tribals at Kalinga Nagar
and demanded the resignation of chief minister
Naveen Patnaik. The most spectacular scene in the

T HE 12-hour statewide bandh called by

capital was over 2?0 tribals armed with tradition-
al weapons such as bows and arrows occupied the
strategic AG Square between the chief minister’s
residence and state secretariat.

Apprehending tribal backlash, the chief minis-
ter's security advisors suggested him not to leave
his office during the funch hour. Mr Patnaik re-
fused to speak to the press.

At least 18 platoons of armed police forces
were deployed in Bhubaneswar while 10 pla-
toons of police maintained law and order in the
adjoining Cuttack city. Around 150 protesters
were arrested in the capital for indulging in stone
pelting and launching assaults on vehicles.

Opposition leader JB Patnaik, state Congress
president Jayadev Jena, OGP president Bijoy
Mohapatra, veteran CPl leader Mayadhar
Nayak, Samajwadi Party state president
Baishnab Parida described the bandh as a total
and unprecedented success. They maintained
that “spontaneous” support of the people to the
bandh call signals the end of the Naveen Raj and
the ruling BIJD-BJP coalition. Mr Patnaik de-
manded resignation of the chief minister on
‘moral grounds.’

Official records maintained 12 tribals and a po-
liceman were killed in the Kalinga Nagar mayhem.
Reports from Balasore, Ganjam, Cuttack, Sam-
balpur, Berhampuyr, Bhadrak, Rourkela and other
places said normal life was thrown out of gear.

brings life to a standstill




Missin

HIMANSHU S. Sahoo
Bhubaneswar, Januaray 5

THE MISSING palms from the
bodies of six tribals aggravated
the ongoing tribal unrest in Kalin-
ga Nagar in Jajpur district. When
police handed over the bodies of
the six tribals to the villagers, the
palms on both the hands of all
those dead were missing.

Following Monday’s violence in
the Kalinga Nagar industrial area,
police had recovered six bodies
and sent those for a post-mortem
examination. After the six bodies
were handed over, a mass funeral
of all the 12 tribals killed in the po-
lice firing was held at Madhuban
village on Wednesday. About
10,000 tribals from different vil-
lages of Jajpur gathered at the fu-
neral ceremony.

Meanwhile, on-Thursday morn-
ing, a group of tribals staged a
protest in the Duburi area near
Kalinganagar, condemning the
amputation of palms from the
tribals’ bodies.

Not willing to accept the au-
thorities’ explanation that the
palms were amputated from the
six bodies for identification, the
agitating tribals termed it a “de-
liberate act of the district admin-
istration and police to hurt the
tribal sentiments.” The tribals,
however, called off the protest and
stopped demanding the amputated
palms after some politicians inter-
vened and explained the facts.

Chief district medical officer
(CDMO) of Jajpur Brundaban
Biswal told Hindustan Times that
according to medical guidelines
the palms of the six bodies were
amputated during post-mortem
examination. Since the police
could not confirm the identity of
the deceased after taking photo-
graphs of the dead bodies and
their thumb impressions, the
palms were amputated.

The 12 amputated palms of the

-

palms stoke tribal unrest

P

A tribal woman cries after hearing of her brother’s death in Monday’s clash at Kalinganagar in Jajpur district.

six bodies are preserved in a
chemical solution called “forma-
lin” at the district hospital labora-
tory for proper identification of
the deceased with the help of fin-
gerprints. “Besides, it’s a general
medical procedure of preserving
identity proof of unidentified bod-
ies coming for post-mortem,” the
CDMO explained.

Ruling out police role in the am-
putation of palms, Jajpur SP B.
Mishra said all the bodies were in
tact when they were handed over
to the medical authorities for post-
mortem. Later, the police handed
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over the bodies to the tribal vil-
lagers in the presence of medical
authorities.

Meanwhile, the CPI(M) con-
demned the the firing calling for a
review of the national mineral ex-
port policy. “Twelve tribals were
killed in state repression. We de-
mand that the export policy of
mineral wealth be reviewed by an
expert committee to determine as
to what extent minerals found in
the country can be exported and
how much can be utilised within
the country” party secretary
Prakash Karat said.
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Jajpur collector, SP shifted

THE ORISSA government on
Thursday transferred the Jajpur
district collector and superinten-
dent of police. The collector,
Saswat Mishra, was transferred
as joint secretary in the agricul-
ture department. He was re-
placed by Arabinda Padhee. SP
Binaytosh Mishra was shifted as

SP (Crime Branch)and will be re-
placed by Angul SP Asit Pani-
grahi.

Both the collector and the SP
faced severe criticism with the
Opposition as well as the BJP de-
manding their removal from the
district.

Agencies, Bhubaneswar




Soren warns of tribal stir

No industrialisation at the axpmse of poor: IMM

HIMANSU S. Sahoo
Bhubaneswar, January 4

JMM CHIEF Sibu Soren on Wednes-
day warned of a nationwide tribal
movement against the killing of 11
tribals in the Kalinga Nagar industri-
al complex in Orissa.

Speaking to media persons after his
arrival at Biju Patnaik airport in
Bhubaneswar, Soren condemned the
killings and said the JMM would en-
sure stringent punishment to persons
responsible for the massacre. Even
though the JMM is not against the
process of industrialisation, the
bloodshed of tribals for industries
could not be tolerated, he said.

On Thursday, Soren plans to visit
the tense Kalinga Nagar area, where
he will speak to the families of the
tribals killed in the police firing. He
will also meet several tribal leaders
and inquire about the situation.

“I’'ve come here to expose the un-
holy nexus of the state government
with some big companies, for which
the lives of innocent tribals were sac-
rificed.
The police
firing at

’ tribals was
STEEL BELT : oo
cy by the
adminis-
tration to scare away the tribals and
suppress the entire tribal community
in the state”, he alleged.

Before coming to Orissa, the JMM
leader met the Union tribal affairs
minister and sought a proper inquiry
into the matter. After completing his
visit, the leader plans to give a report
to the Centre, wherein he will demand
that persons responsible for the tribal
killings be booked under the SC/ST
Atrocities Act.

An AICC team — comprising the
Jharkhand Leader of the Opposition,
Mahendra Kalma, and senior Con-
gress leader Chandan Bagchi — also
arrived in Bhubaneswar to inquire
into the incident. The team will sub-
mit its findings to AICC president So-
nia Gandhi.

Students hit the streets

The students in Orissa on Wednesday
took to the streets in support of the
families of Kalinga Nagar affected by
the incident and warned the state gov-
ernment of a serious student unrest if
the demands of tribals were not met
soon. Road blockades were staged by
college students in different parts of
Bhubaneswar and in certain areas of

o .77
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Tribals in Jharkhand burn effigy of Orissa chief minister Naveen Patnaik in protest

against police firing in Kalinga Nagar.

Jajpur, Balasore and Cuttack districts.
The agitating students burnt effigies
of chief minister Naveen Patnaik and
mourned the killing of the tribals.

The students of BJB Autonomous
College, Biju Patnaik College, Rajd-
hani College and Naharkanta College
in Bhubaneswar organised separate
blockades on all major roads of the
city  Vehicular traffic on the
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack national high-
way No. 5 and the Bhubaneswar-Puri
national highway was also badly dis-
rupted due to the students’ protests.
Similarly, in Jajpur, Balasore and Cut-
tack districts, a large number of col-
lege students expressed solidarity
with the tribals and threatened the
state government with a string of fu-
ture agitation.

The Orissa State Council of Adivasi
Mahasabha on Wednesday has called
upon people to wear black badges and
hoist black flags in front of their hous-
es for a week. The organisation’s state
unit secretary Managobinda Besra

said in a statement here that people
had been asked to resort to such form
of protests to express solidarity with
the families of the victims of police
firing and support the agitation
against the incident.

Sheer inefficiency: Congress

The Opposition parties in Orissa
stepped up anti-Naveen campaign on
Wednesday despite the chief minis-
ter’s appeal not to politicise the Kalin-
ga Nagar incident. The Congress said
it was “only speaking up for the op-
pressed” and alleged that the Jajpur
district collector and SP are being
made scapegoats to cover-up the Intel-
ligence failure and administrative in-
efficiency of state government. “We
are not politicising the incident in
which so many persons were killed
but it is the CM who is trying to gloss

over the tragedy by announcing an ex- .

gratia of Rs 1 lakh for the families of
the victims,” J.B. Patnaik said.

BJP shields
ally, blames
collector, SP

HTC and Agencies
Bhubaneswar, January 4

THE BJP, the ruling alliance
partner, on Wednesday entire-
ly shifted the blame on Jajpur
district administration and
the police for the firing in
Kalinga Nagar.

It even demanded immedi-
ate transfer of the district col-
lector and superintendent of
police. At a press conference
in Bhubaneswar on Wednes-
day, party vice-president and
leader of a fact finding team.
Anadi Charan Sahu said lack
of proper information from
the district administration
had led to the incident. Ac-
cording to the BJP. the home
department as well as the rev-
enue department were kept in
the dark about the growing re-
sentment among the tribals
over the acquisition of their
lands. “Had the district ad-
ministration told the state
government that there was a
serious law and order prob-
lem, obtaining permission
wouldn't have been so easy.”
The hasty decision to start
constructions stokes suspi-
cion about an unholy nexus
between the Jajpur district ad-
ministration and the private
companies,” Sahu alleged.

Echoing BJP’s stand, three
saffron organisations in the
state have demanded a CBl in-
quiry and called for “strin-
gent action” against the Ja-
jpur district collector and SP.
The Hindu Jagaran Sam-
mukhya. Banabasi Kalyan
Ashram and Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh, in a statement,
squarely blamed the police
and administration for the po-
lice firing.




KALINGA NAGAR § Protesters outraged afresh af’ter,the return of victims’ bodies
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KALINGANAGAR (JAJPURY
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 4

HREE days after

the bloody clash

with - police in

Kalinga Nagar,
tribals continued to block the
Daitari-Paradip  Express
Highway on Wednesday as 12
of the victims of the police fir-
ing were cremated today in an
open field near Dholapadar
on the highway. On a road
damaged at no less than five
points, vehicular movement
was impossible.

The state government made
its first moves today, despatch-
ing a team of ministers to
Kalinga Nagar. In
Bhubaneswar, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik met Governor
Rameshwar Thakur and ap-
prised him of the events that
had unfolded since the firing.

The tribals have demanded
the immediate arrest of the dis-
trict’s collector and SP on mur-
der charges, an increase in the
compensation amount for
families of the dead to Rs 20
lakh and and the awarding of
Rs 10lakh to the injured.

The state government’s
high-level official team,
meanwhile, trod cautiously
today. The team remained
closetted at the Kalinga Na-
gar police station — no mem-
ber visited the site of the fir-
ing or the agitating tribals.
Instead, the¥ sought out
tribal leader Padmashri Tu-
lasi Munda to relay the gov-
ernment’s message for them
to the protesters. Assuring

p hi

Grieving relatives of tribals who were killed in Monday s police ﬂring at Kallnga Nagarin
Jajpur district taking the bodles for post mortem. Express photo by Shamim

them a review of the rehabili-
tation package, they re-
quested Munda to convince
them to send a delegation of
representatives to speak to
the government.

The team comprised state
Agriculture Minister Suren-
dranath Nayak, Women and
Child Development Minister
Pramila Mallick and Finance
Minister and local MLA Pra-
fulla (/}hadei. Minister of

INDIAN EXPRESS

State for Tribal Welfare Bal-
abhadra Majhi, Minister of
State for Sports and Youth
Affairs Debasish Nayak, MP
Archana Nayak, MLA Debi
Mishra and state Home Sec-
retary Santosh Kumar were

_ also part of the team.

It was thought that the trib-
als would give up the highway
sicge yesterday, after they
agreed to hand over the bod-
ies of four of their kin. But

09 JAN

anger erupted again at night,
when the 12 victims’ bodies
were returned to their rela-
tives. Some bodies were re-
turned with limbs missing ,
the tribals allege, saying that
this showed that the police
had hacked at the injured
while taking them to hospital.

Around 2,000 tribals, car-
rying bows and arrows, stood
in mourning as the bodies

‘were cremated by the side of

"way vigil
overnment seeks emissary

'Weha no mgtodo '
& with it: Tata Steel

the express highway this
evening. Police havildar GP
Mohanty, who was hacked to
death during the clash, was
cremated the same night in
hisvillage near here.
Meanwhile, the Opposition
Congress has sent its own fact-
finding team led by secretary
Chandan Bagchi and leader
of the Opposition of the Chat-
tisgarh Assembly Mahendra
Karma to Kalinga Nagar.
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block key road, |

ng#ribals

want Naveen to step down

__Nageshwar Patnaik
- BFUBRWS‘HWAR}JANUARY,b\’

Y UNDREDS of tribals o
Tuesday continued to
block the road connect-

ing mineral-rich Daitary and
Paradip port. The tribals
protested by taking seat on the
National Highway with four
dead bodies. '

They demanded resignation
of the Naveen Patnaik govern-
ment in Orissa and punishment
totthe djstri or and su-

parinieptEgL Gl i T the
ggﬁlﬁmém@ >§E§ﬁi€ﬁihﬁw

cluding three woman and once
police constable, were killed an.,
Monday at  Champakoila
where Tata Steel Ltd was trying -
to construct a boundary wall.
Unofficial sources have put
the toll at 16. Undeterred by the
mavhem, the tribals sat down
on the road on Monday after-
noon and slept there all
through the chilly night, bring-
ing traffic to a grinding halt.
“We will not leave this place
until the Naveen Patnaik gov-
ernment steps down and guilty

district officials are punished. It
was a pre-planned attack on us.
We have been protesting
peacefully all along and if the
government officials and po-
lice become pawns of the in-
dustrial houses and ignore our
genuine demands, we will not
leave our motherland till our
death,” Natia Angari of Gob-
arghati village declared amid
slogans by the 400-strong trib-
als gathered there.
Tribals had congregated at
thampakoila village on Mon-
ay to oppoge the construction

S

compensation and any oppor-
tunity for livelihood.”
- The construction of the
boundary wall began on Mon-
day after the work was stopped
for 40 days due to the protests.
The district authority appeared
determined to go ahead with
the construction work and
even sought help of a nearby
industrial unit to keep the doz-
ers and other machineries,
reliable sources said.

“The government has paid us
only Rs 37,000 per each acre of

land whereas it has sold the
same land to the companies for
over Rs 3 lakh per acre. When
we tried to stall the operation of
the bulldozers, the police im-
mediately fired tear gas shells
and then opened fire at us,”
said Nanika Jamuda, a member
of the local Progressive Stu-
dents’ Union. “We retaliated
only after the police wenton a
firing binge”, she said.

District collector Swasat
Mishra, however, denied that
the police opened fire first.

“The police was compeffed o
‘f?‘Wail% ‘E’T"‘W b @ theymg
ere not :2 ‘dueé aMadksbn the fecug: on-

nel from all directions. When
you are surrounded by an an-
gry mob and attacked, there is
no other option but to defend
yourself,” he remarked in de-
fence of the police action.

Till the filing of the report,
no police or district official had
visited the tribal protesters,
who appear to be on a very ag-
gressive mood. Sabita Jamuda
of Chandia made it clear that
the villagers were not prepared
to face the fate of scores of
displaced persons.
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5 tribals die in  police
 firing in Orissa *

Protest Against Steel Plant Turns Violent

Kalinga Nagar (Orissa): Six persons, in-
cluding a policeman, were killed and sev-
eral injured when tribals, protesting the
proposed setting up of a steel plant,
clashed with the police here on Monday,
About a thousand people, mostly tribals,
allegedly attacked the po-

ed the resignation of chief minister
Naveen Patnaik for his “failure” to main-
tain law and order in the state. “Such in-
cidents are happening repeatedly and the
chief minister has not been able to con-
trol it. He should own responsiblity and

resign,” the veteran Con-

lice and company workers gress leader said.

as earth work was being The local peopl-e had Patnaik, who would be
taken up for the Rs 15400 ~ Opposed earlier to0 visiting the site of the in-
leading to he deathiof oo, V0eN the company - fident, said if there had
lice havildar. _ had started earth cation of the industrial
atth site frst resontedtoq Ok for its project,  project or payment of
lathicharge and burst tear- 0 D€ SELUP INIWO o jovter it should have
gai'sheltl)s :ofcqlnaro%1 the iit- modules of three ?eetx} set(t}led through xilﬁigo-
uation but failed, director 114 iation. Companies willing
general of Police Suchit mﬂl_mn tonnes eaCh’ to spend thousands of
Das said. The crowd was in November crores of rupees on their

armed with bows and ar-
rows and resorted to heavy brickbatting,
he said.

Police then opened fire in which five
persons, including a woman, were killed
and several others injured. “The crowd
dispersed after the firing but tension con-
tinues in the area,” the DGP said. The lo-
cal people had opposed earlier too when
the company had started earth work for
its project, to be set up in two modules of
three million tonnes each, in November.

Opposition leader J B Patnaik on Mon-
day described the police firing as “very
unfortunate a hockmg” and demand-
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projects should pay the
people facing displacement adequately.
“But the government appeared to ride
rough shod over the opposition by the trib-
als ... It does not appear to be a good omen
for the state’s industrialisation,” he said.
Orissa Gana Parishad (OGP) chief Bijay
Mohapatra also condemned the incident
alleging it happened after the government
wanted to start work at the project site
forcibly Mohapatra said a delegation of six
opposition parties comprising representa-
tives from Congress, CPI, CPM, JMM, OGP
and Janata Dal(S) would visit Kalinga Na-
gar to-take stock of the situation. agencies



