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KUDOS & BRICKBATS FOR GOVT

Left’s mix

bag forg/‘g"“

YAk

entre

Press Trust of India

NEW DELH]I, June 15: The
Left parties today came
out with a mixed report
card on the two-year per-
formance of the UPA gov-
ernment giving kudos for
its initiatives like OBC

quota in educational
institutions and rural
employment guarantee

Act but brickbats for its
policies and actions not in
keeping with the National
Common Minimum
Programme (NCMP).

The Left parties also
demanded a halt to the
government’s move to
bring FDI in the retail sec-
tor, reorient the focus of
foreign policy and take
prompt steps to bring
Bills tfor Women’s
Reservation in legisla-
tures and forest land
rights of agricultural
labourers.

“The UPA government
has taken steps in order
to fulfil some of the com-
mitments made in the
NCMP by scrapping POTA
and adopting Right to

Fuel hike issue

NEW DELH]J, June 15:
Quibbling between the
Centre and the states on
who should provide more
relief to consumers on fuel
prices intensified with the
latter asking the Union
Government to give an
account of accruals to it
from the latest hike in
prices. The Empowered
Committee of state finance
ministers on VATtoday took
a “unanimous” decision to
ask the Union Finance
Ministry whether it is
planning any excise cut on
petrol and diesel. B PTI
Information Act and
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme”, said a nine-
page note of the Left par-
ties. There are instances
where the government
has moved in the right
direction but half heart-
edly and has therefore
fallen short of fulfilling
the commitments made
in the NCMP”, the note
said.

IME STATESMAN



‘Doc set to give
Rs 1,300-cr pep

plll toVidarbha
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G O

NMENT IDENTIFIES 31 DISTRICTS, RELIEF

TO INCLUDE AWAIVER OF OVER RS 1K-CR DEBT

Our Bureau
7 NEWDELHI

1G loan waivers are back. The

Prime Minister is set to announce

the first instalment of Rs 1,300-
crore debt relief for distressed farmers of
the six most backward districts of Vidarbha
on Friday. The relief will include a waiver
of over Rs 1,000-crore debt, apart from
debt rescheduling.

The government has identified 31 dis-
tricts, where farmer suicides were report-
ed, for distress relief. These are spread over
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Kerala. Since it’s not feasible to restrict
debt waiver to farmers of only one state,
the relief package is likely to balloon into a
tidy sum. This will strain bank balance
sheets or the exchequer orboth.

The cut-off date for debt relief to farm-
ers is June 30, 2006. Sources said financ-
ing for the loan waiver would come direct-
ly from the Centre through budgetary
support and would not burden coopera-
tive credit institutions.

Cooperatives have been asking for a
support of dose to Rs 22,000 crore and
have been unable to give loans to farmers
at an interest rate of 7% for loans of Rs 3
lakh upper limit — as announced-in Bud-
get 2006-07. The government has said it
would make Rs 2,500 crore available to
banks as farm interest rate subsidy, but has
not yet disbursed any funds.

The farm relief package as a whole is

likely to be spread over three years, begin-

ning this fiscal. The Maharashtra loan
waiver is part of a total package of Rs 4,313

crore forirrigation, extension services and
the like.

Three options have been proposed for
the larger package to be put in place later.
“The decision will be taken depending on
the sort of finandal burden the govern-

ment is capable of absarbing,” official
sources said. They added: “Any subsidy for
the waiver will have to be first factored
into the budget and then the modalities
will have to be worked out.”

Public sector banks have not yet been
apprised of their commitments towards
the loan waiver package. A senior govern-
ment official said the banks cannot afford
to write off loans of such magnitude with-
out budgetary support.

While the interest component of the
loans may be waived off, it will be difficult
for the banks to write off the principal
amount. Any proposal to waive off
total outstanding loans worth Rs 24,000
crore in the 31 districts may spell disaster
for public sector banks. Banks are
already witnessing a pressure on their
profitability due to narrowing net interest
margins (NIMs).

The districts for which the distress relief
package will be announced on Friday
could include Wardha, Akola, Yavatmal,
Amravati, Chandrapur, Bhadara and parts
of Nagpur for the time being.

These are districts which registered high
suicide rates over the last two years among
cotton farmers and where each farming
family has an average loan burden of at
least Rs 50,000.

P Yield, price shocks: P 16
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Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI, May 31:
Grappling with the problem

Govt to re-present IO£1’[

arising out of refusal of

assent to the Bill, the Prime
Minister .today met the
President, Dr AP] Abdul
Kalam, amid assertion that
the government will re-pre-
sent the legislation that
seeks to exempt 56 posts
from being: “considered
offices of profit “either in the
present form or amended”.

The Union Cabinet is
meeting on Friday in which
the Parliament (Prevention
of Disqualification)
Amendment Bill, passed by
the two Houses earlier this
month, will be taken up for
being re-presented in the
monsoon session.

The President’s decision
to refer the Bill back to
Parliament gave the
Opposition an opportunity
to target the government

Jjun ?"WR

[

The Prime Minister with the President. A file photograph

and Mrs Sonia Gandhi. The
BjP-led NDA approached
the Election Commission

 asking it to act on disquali-

fication petitions against
séveral MPs, including Mrs
Gandhi.

Law minister Mr HR
Bhardwaj, who had piloted
the bill in Parliament, told
reporters that there was
“no lacunae” in the legisla-
tion but “we would

respectfully reconsider it”
sincce the President has
returned it.

Dismissing suggestions
that the action of the
President was a “setback”
to the government, he said
this was part of the democ-
ratic process, which has
various checks and bal-
ances.

When reporters ques-
tioned him on the points

-~ I
THE R Bl Pl

Bill
rais‘ed\ by Pa}l A%\entln/

retrospective effect and a
uniform law for the entire
country, the minister said:
“It (retrospective effect) is
very much valid. There can
be no two views on this.
Every now and then we
revalidate the law. It is a
valid concept in law.” He
said it was not possible to
have a uniform law on the
subject as state legislatures
had different laws on the
matter and had their own
prerogative to declare any
office as office of profit or
exempt any one from the
list.

Under the Constitution,
the President has powers to
refer a Bil back to
Parliament for reconsidera-
tion. But once the two
Houses reconsider the Bill
and pass it afresh without or
without amendments, the
President is dufy/bound to
give assent to jt.
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NOTETO PM ON CMP BREACH

Left fires

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH], june 14: Left
parties have told the gov-
ernment that it was eroding
the basis of their support by
making deviations from the
national Common Mini-
mum Programme (CMP).
On the eve of a UPA-Left
Coordination Committee
meeting, the Left parties
submitted a detailed note to
the Prime -Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, listing
the deviations. The CMP was
the basis of their support to
the government, they said.
The Left parties are ready

to wait for the government’s -

. reply and can .agree to
another
Committee meeting later,
but the reply must be specif-
ic. They have drawn the UPA
leaders’ attention to the fact
that the governiment cannot
ignore the CMP in drawing
up its policies.

The " Coordination
Committee meeting, taking
place at the Prime Minister’s
-residence tomorrow, would
mainly discuss the govern-

Coordination.

Centre

ments initiatives in Jammu

and Kashmit and clarify the
position on talks with the

- United Liberation Front of

Asom (Ulfa).

A senior Left leader said
they wanted to be briefed on
the government’s dialogue
with leaders of various par-
ties in Kashmir- The
Coordination Committee
could take up the issue of
petroleum price hike.

Referring to the CMP
deviations, a Left leader said
there was a commitment
that the government would
protect the public sector.
After BHEL disinvestment
was given up under Left
pressure, the Centre
promised to consult it
before announcmg any
decision. In spite of that, dis-
investiment in NALCO and
Neyveli were sought to be
rushed through. In the same
manner, the government
was trying to modernise
Kolkata and Chennai air-
ports through privatisation.

The Left also criticised the
Centre’s foreign policy for its
open tilt towards the USA.
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Manmohan
backs Deora

on fuel hike

Rules out rollba% despitkf’
protests spilling onto roads

PRESS Trust of India Q s
New Delhi, June 7 Hi- t

}
ENDING SPECULATION of a par-

tial rollback in fuel prices under J
pressure from political parties, |
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 1
is believed to have held firm on the |

government’s decision to hike
petrol price by Rs 4 a litre and of
diesel by Rs 2.

“There will be no roll-back. We
will face it,” Singh told petroleum

U\%q _ PTI

A BJP protestin

minister Murli Deora on Wednes- § Chandigarh..

day; sources in the ministry said. PRnTEST MAP
Deora is understood to have ap-

prised the PM about the develop-

ments related to the fuel price hike, ¢ DELHIBJP activists

including the feedback he got from § hit the road. Party

the political arena. ' president Rajnath
Sources said the PM approved ¢ Singh warned of a

the petroleum ministry’s publici- § greater stir

ty and advertisement Campaign ....................................

on the circumstances that necessi- § GUIARAT, UPBIP

tated the fuel price hike, in tan- § Workers squatted on

dem with other steps including
duty cut and issuance of oil
bonds, to save national oil compa-

railway tracks dis-
rupting train services

; ORISSA BJP workers

nies from bankruptcy. blocked roads. CPI
The PM is also understood to cadres formed a

have directed Deora to explain the human chain in
circumstances to leaders of the Bhubaneswar
Left parties, who have announced & ..coooeeeesrorveveereennnn,
their decision to start an agitation | KOLKATA BJP work-
against the Cabinet decision of § ers burnt Chidam-
Monday. In particular, Deora will § baram’s effigy.
talk to West Bengal chief minister | CPI(M) decided
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee in this | against going for
connection. strikes. It will only

Explaining the government’s § organise demonstra-
stand to the Left will not he aneasy ¢ tions, “to create
task. The Left parties and the Op- I awareness about
position parties, particularly the ¢ the Centre’s

BJP, are in no mood to listen.

TN 2005
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- We can work it out, says |

J_Our Political Bureau
N NEWDECHT o\

A DAY after President APJ Ab(h Kalam
served a notice on the ruling regime that he
should not be taken for granted by sending
back the office of profit Bill, the “we-should-
fight-it-out” section has gained the upper
handin the UPA.

The Left leaders, who invoked majority
support for the Bill, came to their backing
when they asked the government leadership
to get Parliarment send back the Bill “as it is.”
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Wedn-
esday met the President to explain the cir-
cumstances that led to Parliament passing the
legislation. The government issued a brief
statement on the 30-minute meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister and the President
saying they “discussed current issues of na-
tional importance.”

After the meeting, there were indications
that the government may go in for some more
political and legal consultations on the issues
raised by the President. A final decision on the
Bill will be taken by the Cabinet.

Although the Cabinet is scheduled to meet
on Friday, it may not take a final decision on
the issue as some senior political managers of
the ruling establishment are out of the Capital.

Law minister HR Bhardwaj, who drafted

U7 Juin 2006

President AP) Abdul Kalam

the inelegant legislation, and his colleagues in
the Congress appear to be of the view that the
government need not pull its punches asit has
the backing of a majority of Parliament.

“I do not see any deficiency. We do not
frame wrong legislation,” the minister told re-

PA

porters. But a small semon in the govern-

* ment was of the view thdt no impression of a

President-government confrontation should
be created.

On his part, the law minister insisted that
President’s suggestion for a uniform law for
the entire country was untenable. “It's not
possible as state legislatures had different laws
on the matter and had their own prerogative
to declare any office as office of profit or ex-
empt anyone from the list.”

While returning the Bill, President Kalam
asked Parliament to look into the legal propri-
ety of the legislation’s applicability with retro-
spective effect.

- He said the Bill's focus should be on evolv-
ing a comprehensive criterion, which would
be fair and reasonable and applied across all
states and Union Territories in a clear and
transparent manner. Under the Constitution,
the government has to bring the Bill afresh in
Parliament for reconsideration.

The entire episode has raised serious ques-
tions about the quality of decision-making by
the Manmohan Singh government. The Op-
position on Wednesday used the President’s
pointed query to assert that Rashtrapati
Bhawan’s observations vindicated its stand
that the Bill was passed only to help
Sonia Gandhi and the government’s friends
in the Left.
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Deora to meet Chidambaram

Sushma Ramchandran

NEW DELHI: The Left parties have
strongly opposed a hike in the
prices of petroleum products
while urging the Government to
cut Central and State taxes to
spare the common man.

Speaking after a Petroleum
Ministry presentation on the
impact of surging global oil pric-
es on domestic oil companies,
they warned that they would not
allow yet another price hike by
the UPA Government.

Petroleum Minister Murli De-
ora, who invited the Left leaders
for consultations on the oil price
hike issue, said talks would begin
with the Finance Ministry on
Thursday. In the presentation, it
was stated that the total under-
recoveries by domestic oil com-
panies would reach Rs. 73,500
crore in the current fiscal unless
prices were raised or upstream
companies made a larger contri-
bution, The extent of price hike
needed to completely wipe out
the under-recoveries was given
as Rs. 114.45 per cylinder in the
case of cooking gas, Rs. 9.33 per
litre for petrol and Rs, 10.43 per
litre for diesel. The price of kero-
sene would have to be raised by
Rs, 17.16 per litre.

Official sources,” however,

stressed that this was only a fac-
tual presentation and did not
represent the extent of price
hike being sought by the Minis-
t

Ty.

The Left leaders, including
Sitaram Yechury of the CPI(M)
and Gurudas Das Gupta of the
CPI said other steps could be
taken instead of a price hike to
resolve the oil crisis, They sug-
gested that the Finance Minister
part with the oil cess estimated
at Rs. 60,000 crore along with
cutting both customs and excise
as well as State Government le-
vies which would also achieve
the objective of reducing the
losses suffered by the oil compa-
nies. It was noted that the total
Central and State levies on the
oil sector fetched as much as Rs.
1.26 lakh crore of revenue,

Mr. Yechury said it was nieces-
sary to carry out tax rational-
isation rather than impose such
a heavy burden of taxes on just
one sector of the economy.

Mr. Das Gupta said the Left
had earlier submitted a mem-
orandum on the issue and high-
lighted the need to shift taxes
from oil products to other areas.
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Bill passed, 'NAC chi

on exempted list ﬁ\;{

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Mady 16: The
Lok Sabha today passed a
controversial legislation to
clear the air on the messy
issue of office of profit after
a stormy introduction and
heated debate. Passed by
voice vote, the measure
seeks to exempt 46 posts,
including the National
Advisory Council chair-
manship, from the purview
of the office of profit.

Both the introduction
and the passage of the
Parliament (Prevention of
Disqualification)
Amendment Bill, 2006
bringing changes in the
1959 Act were turbulent
and saw walkout by angry
BJP and other NDA
Opposition members.

Replying to the debate,
law minister Mr HR
Bhardwaj argued that the
legislation would clear the
air on the definition of
office of profit.

Claiming that all sugges-
tions have been accommo-
dated, he slammed the BJP
for attacking Mrs Sonia
Gandhi. “We have respect
for everyone, every political
leader. But still our leader is

attacked,” the minister said.
Cheered by the UPA mem-
bers, Mr Bhardwaj said Mrs
Gandhi had upheld ethical
and moral values and prin-
ciples which were lacking in
others.

The introduction of the
Bill was preceded by a
protest walkout by the BJP-
led NDA opposition. The
leader of the Opposition,
Mr LK Advani, argued that
the post of the chairperson
of the National Advisory
Council (NAC) cannot be
exempted by a simple legis-
lation and could be done
only through a Constitu-
tional amendment. He
accused the government of
“bulldozing” the measure.

Objecting to the inclu-
sion of the NAC post in the
exemption list, Mr Advani
said Mrs Gandhi as NAC

chief had become a “super
Prime Minister”. He said
“everyone agreed that the
office of the Prime Minister
has been devalued and
diminished”.

Contesting this, Mr
Bhardwaj said NAC chair-
manship was not a
Constitutional office. “It is
not even a statutory office,”
he said adding Mr Advani
had “lack of lcnowledge of
parliamentary law”. The
Leader of the House and
defence minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, refuted
Mr Advani’s charge that he

-was not consulted on the

measure. Mrs Gandhi was
not present in the House
when the Opposition raised
procedural issues. Speaker
Mr Somnath Chatterjee,
who has been charged with
holding an office of profit,
did not preside over the
proceedings when the issue
was taken up on grounds of
propriety.
Mrs Maneka Gandhi, BJP
descrlbed the legislation as
“sinister” and was intended
at saving the chairperson of
NAC. She did not mention
the name of Mrs Sonia
Gandhi.
M See also page 5
—
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELH], May 16:
Amidst spiralling = anti-
reservation protests across
the country, the Union
HRD minister, Mr Arjun
Singh, today echoed the
* Centre’s “middle-path line”
~ formulated during last
night's Cabinet Committee
on Political Affairs (CCPA)
meeting ~ holding that the
government is committed
to providing quota for
OBCs in educational insti-
tutions but will also keep
the interests of non-
reserved category students
in mind while taking a final
decision on the matter.
Evidently, the
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment is now treading
extremely cautiously on
is complex and sensitive
issue that is fast threaten-
iy o sl »
dimension. The govern-
ment is yet to announce its
“mechanism” to defuse the
confrontation and resolve
the mattey, but there are
clear signs that the govern-
ment might eventually
increase the number of
seats for general category
students in Central institu-
tions, particularly in elite
ones like Ji¥fs, I1Ts, ATIMS,

4 7 WY 2006
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and might even lower to
some extent the 27 % pro-
posed quota for OBCs as
part of its “balancing act”.
The PM is likely to start
consultations with political
parties from tomorrow on
the issue as part of the gov-
ernment’s crisis-manage-
ment to evolve a political
consensus to tackle the
growing confrontation in
society. To reconcile social
equity with merit, the gov-
ernment might also opt for
phased implementation of
a balanced proposal,
including an increase in

-number of seats, in order to

cushion its fall-out.

The defence minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee’s appeal
to the agitating students
and medicos after the PM-
headed CCPA meeting last
night did not appear to

have cut much ice withg

DunngQuesnon Hounn
the Lok Sabha today, Mr
Arjun Singh said the. gov-
ermnment has an “open
mind” on the issue and
been considering various
options to balance the
interests of all sections of

students, even as the
Speaker Mr Somnath
Chatterjee  issued an

appeal to the protesting

[y

;en

students to end their stir.

There were also reports
from a few places of pro-
guota students and people
hitting the streets to press
for Mr Singh's original pro-
posal for providing 27 %
reservation for OBCs in
Central institutions of
higher learning,

The NHRC today called
for reports from police
even as it appealed to strik-
ing medicos to resume
their duties.

Mr Arjun Singh said the
government is  “not
unmindful” of concerns
expressed by agitating stu-
dents and that it is serious-
ly considering all options
that will also satisfy them.
He, however, also made it
clear that the government
is committed to imple-
menting the proposal on
reservations.

| ‘back to ge House with a

“comprehensive
roadmap..” Resident doc-
tors in the Capital’s hospi-
tals continued their indefi-
nite strike for the fourth
day today, disrupting
health services. With
another 100 joining today,

_a total of 200 medical stu-

dents are now on hunger-
strike at AIIMS.
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Arjun Singh reiterates Government’s commitment

NEW DELHI: The Government
stood committed to implement-
" ing the constitutional amend-
ment providing reservation for
the Scheduled Castes/ Sched-
uled Tribes and Other Backward
Classes in private and unaided
educational institutions, Union
Human Resource Development
Minister Arjun Singh said on
Tuesday. However, several sug-
gestions such as increasing the
number of seats and including
economically backward sections
) were under consideration, he
added.

The issue rocked the Rajya
Sabha during zero hour with
some members of the Rashtriya
Janata Dal and Congress shout-
ing down Bharatiya Janata Party
leader Kalraj Mishra when he at-
tempted to raise the issue of
lathi-charge on students.

Special Correspondent
1
[

anard’

Mr. Singh told the Lok Sabha
during question hour that a “ca-
nard” was being spread by cer-
tain sections that the objective
of the Government and commit-
ment of the House had been “hi-
jacked by me personally as my
own agenda.”

The United Progressive Alli-
ance Government, he said,
would ensure that the 93rd
Amendment, which enables the
State to make bylaw, provisions
for the advancement of the
| weaker sections in matters of ad-
! mission to all educational insti-

| tutions except minority
. educational institutions, was

Appealing to people to think
with a cool mind and not to get
provoked or agitated, the Minis-
ter said he did not support the

i police action.
Everybody had the right to

E implemented.
!
1
|

¢ Increasing seats and
including economically
backward sections under
consideration

e Arjun Singh assures
comprehensive roadmap

o Somnath asks students
to withdraw protest and
wait for decision

present their view in a peaceful
manner. The Government was
not unmindful of the fact that a
section of the people and stu-
dents felt that something was
being taken away from them. “I
would like to dispel that impres-
sion. We are very seriously con-
sidering all the options that

_could help these sections of the

people of the communities who
have, at the moment, acquired a
certain stake in the entire
thing.”

However, there could be no
other view in providing reserva-
tion except on how to imple-
ment it. There should be no
doubts on it and there could be
no justification of getting the
Amendment cleared by Parlia-
ment if the decision was not to
be implemented. The Govern-
ment was considering several
suggestions it received, includ-
ing providing reservation for ec-

THE Hinpy

onomically backward classes,
and after completion of consui-
tations, it would come out with a
comprehensive roadmap on the
issue.

The issue was not to take for-
ward and backward any partic-
ular section of society but to
bring about a balance in all sec-
tions.Mr. Singhrefused to set a
timeframe in which the Govern-
ment would do so.

Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
appealed to the students to with-
draw their protest saying that
the agitation would neither help
them nor the country. The Gov-
ernment had not yet taken any
decision on the issue, he said and
suggested that everybody wait
for it. He asked members to keep
in mind the sensitivity of the is-
sue and not complicate it while
raising questions.

In the Rajya Sabha, even as
Mr. Mishra began by saying that
the “brutal” lathi-charge on
peacefully protesting medical
students was uncalled for, RJD
members Ramdeo Bhandary and
Manganilal Mandal shouted him
down. Even after Chairman
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat said
he had allowed Mr. Mishra to
raise the matter relating to “po-
lice brutality” and not the reser-
vation issue, the RJD members
were not pacified. This brought
several BJP members on their
feet in protest.

Mr. Mishra charged the trea-
sury benches with wanting to di-
vide the country. “The police
brutality and lathi-charge has
triggered a spate of protests by
students. If not controlled in
time this fire will rage through
the country and go out of hand ,”
he said.

See also Page 13




S3ONIOV “pres JPN'T Ut
J0J00p JOTUSS €, AoUo3.IotIo U UdAD
1IN0 PaLLIEd 3uTaq 10U axe sorradans
pure SUOTSSTUIPE SUIINOT OU aXe 319y,
*JNO parIIed Juraq JoU aIe SaInpasd
-oad aupynod yng reyrdsoy ayy uy Surtc
-unaaxe sqdo,, Arorad uaald ureq
aJoM UO[JUa)e [edtpomt *ﬁﬁ.ﬂ Ao
pue Jeasyoeq e 3003 saampadoad aury
-NOJ ‘YI0M JJO SIUIpPISaT Jo Aptaofewt
WM ‘sistreroads Aq 03 papuaie Sutaq
aJam sjuaried esnoy-ug pue Loued
-J9Hd YSNOY} uaAd patagpus stejidsoy
JUSUNULISAOS & UT SA01AI8S (I[es ]
AP 0} yorq 9u08 aaeY sTesrdsoy aay
a1} UI JuapISa S[3UNS B J0U Jely} paul
-Tejurewt SWIIV JO UOTIBIO0S8Y S.10

-100(T }apIsSay Y} wioy [EpPUEy 0jel
-qng I(J ‘S901AISS pIUINSaI sAeY S
-0100p JUSPISAT BULNLIIS 9] JO oWL0S
Pes $90uslaS MedIPaN JO 9IMnsu]
BIPUT [TV 943 JO [e101J0 Ue S[IUM
"Bururesy 1oy31Y Jo sjess je sOH0
Joj ax1y-ejonb pasodoad ay3 jsutede
Su3pNYs Tedfpaut Aq sysajoud uroduo
a1} Jo ayeMm Y3 Uy [e3rdeo [euoryeu
a3 Jo suopnyfIsut rearpawr doj sary
3Y} JO $10300p JUSPISAI Aq AP JO
uondumsa.x 3y} I9A0 AepSoupap uo
pareAaad uoIsnFuod ‘eTymueay
* IO 1T 1108 [[IM 9\, ONSST
SIY} U0 191008 Ul FULISWWITS SIoMm
SUOTSUd} swos JI pres yauig "pres
a8y ‘)1 uo yoeq 8utod jo uorjsanb

ou S1 219y} jusmrerired Aq passed
uedq sey juswpuswie [euoling
-[ISU0D )" "UOTIBU 3Y]) 0} JUIUNTUL
-UI0d B USALF aARY aM,, ", [T€ JO 189
-19jUt 913 U] pue a[oyMm e se L}a100s
Jo s)satslul,, 3y} UT uaye) aq pmnom
UOISIOaP © pres 9H "UOoIIeIspIstod
S JUSWUISA03 Japun sem suonniis
-ul fenua) 3ur1eA00 (5) ST 9PNV JO
uotstaoad 03 30ape aA13 03 uoryerstda|
[enuaD e Jo ansst 8y} pres ysuls
«'(9) ST oPNAY UT JuduIpUsWE
[euorInNirIsuod ays jo no 3uisiie
JUDUNTWIWOD 3y} Sunn{ip Aemdiue
UT INOYIIM dNSST STY) UO UOISIIJP 8je
-tidoxdde ue aye) [Teys pue piedax
STY} Ul passaxdxe smala [[e Jo sreme

Aepsaupam Uo 14[aQ MBN Ul SIIUSIIS (RPN JO DINJIISU] BIPU) |1V -DYL IR LIS © U0 dle Sjuapns
[ed1paW A4ayMm punoduiod ay} Jajud 03 K13 A3Y) Se SISIAIIR UOLIRAIAS3I-0.d JO Suriayleh B 3oeq pjoy UBWIL{Od

ejonb U0 Sj29y

W

tc;

ST JUBWIUIBAOY) [BXIUS) 8Y,L,, pies
8y ‘Juswale)s e Suryew Jorprey
" SINOY FZ WM Uols
-108Dp © 93} JOUUED U0 jng,, suoring
-[3SUt yons axowr 3urysiqe)sa osye
se £1039)e0 TeIOUS 3y} UT s}ess Jo
Jaquumu a3 3uIseaIour 10J SUOLISes
-3ns usaq aaey aa9Yy3 pres yaulg
*3210J 0JUT JONPUOD JO SPOd [Ppoul
ay3 JYSnoq pey YoryM soYe)s aAl ut
SU013091a A[qLuUasse o} anp sem gjonb
090 3urplaoad Jusupuaure [euoryn)
-1Isu0d oy Sunzuawatdur ut  £efep,,
9} J0J UOSE Ul 9} Pres Je3sTuriy
SUL 'ptes 8y ,‘es[ej sI SIy,L,,, ‘suol}
-NJIsuUl Teuotieonpe 18yjo pue SLII
‘ST UL SO0 03 UOTJBAIISAT U0 SIIT0A
JUBISJIP Ut Suryeads Sem JUSUILI3
-A03 Jev]} s1I0da SpIse poystLIq 9
‘ansst 9y} UO Uofjomt uorjuae
-3urfred e 0} Sutddex pres ydurg unl
-IV JeISTUTUX (RIH .,‘3uly) aSLM a1 8q
(LM SUOTR JeY,], “UOTISUS) JO SasNeD )
SSaIppe 0} opeUl aXe SLIofe JT ‘Uorjoef
-qo Aue aARY [[IM suo oN " s)oadse [
-8 UOT}RISPISU0D O3UT SUTHE) MATA 9A
-1309[109 B 8ARY [IM JUSTIUIIA0Y),,
‘suonninIsul reuoeon
-po Jaya1y ut ejonb OGO Uo JusunIwL
-Wod $31 Jo uonNJIp Aue jno paynd
Ing sjsagalul I13y3 30s30ad,, pue
3uofe aU0AI8A9,, 9)e] TIIM I 1By}
BU(ES Y071 9Y3 Ul pTes Aepseupam
U0 JUAWUIA0Z ‘sodrpewt Suljelt
-3e a3ensse 01 3uryesS Yo MON

buojy
9U0AIaAT 9)el
0] S9SIWwoid
unliy Ing

sj1 i SBip 3109




PM, Arjun hold han

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 20: Before
the Congress Working Co-
mmittee met today, the Prime
Minister and Arjun Singh
tried hard to spare th-
emselves, the party and the go-
vernment a big embarrassm-
ent on the reservation issue by
kissing and making up.

Manmohan Singh finally
made public his views on the
Other Backward Classes
quota, saying his government
was committed to improving
their social and educational
status as well as that of the
minorities.

The Prime Minister also
appealed to the striking
- medicos to call off their agita-

CARROT AND STICK TO REIN IN PROTESTERS

Seat hike
solution
on Singh
table

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 20: The
Group of Ministers set up to
deal with the reservation row
today suggested what the gov-
ernment had hinted at yester-
day: introduction of the Other
Backward Classes quota with

a seats increase.
Briefing the CWC on the
recommendations, defence

minister Pranab Mukherjee
hoped for a possible break-
through by Monday even as
the government hardened its
stand against the agitating
medicos.

“The Group of Ministers
has worked out a formula to
increase the number of seats
as well as institutions to en-
sure that the seats available to
general category students
aren’t reduced,” a source said.

The GoM, which submit-
ted the recommendations to
the Prime Minister, also sug-
gested that new institutions
on the lines of the AIIMS be
set up across the country.

The government earlier
threatened strict action

PRS-

tion, assuring them of an ami-
cable settlement taking into
account the interests of all
sections of students.

Arjun, on his part, denied
he had raised the quota issue
to create problems for the
Prime Minister.

But at the three-hour CWC
meeting, chaired by Sonia
Gandhi and attended by Man-
mohan, Arjun, Pranab
Mukherjee, Shivraj Patil, Am-
bika Soni, Ahmed Patel and
other senior leaders and func-
tionaries, the mood was not
“entirely pro-quota or pro-
Arjun”, sources said.

The human resource devel-
opment minister sounded “de-
fensive” as he explained that
the constitutional amendment
law had been passed in a “spir-

itof consensus”. } e

Some “tough” questions,
insinuating that a policy mat-
ter had been allowed to be-
come a “personal agenda”,
were tossed at the minister.

There was a suggestion
that the quota bill should be
given a thorough legal scruti-
ny so that the government and
the party didn’t lose face if it
was legally challenged. One
member asked Sonia to sound
out the CWC members indi-
vidually.

Most of the committee’s 30
members are from the upper
castes and the few backward
casterepresentatives--such as
Ashok Gehlot, BK.
Hariprasad and V. Narayan-
swamy -- are either inarticu-
late, “overawed” in the pres-

ence of e heavywelghts or
unable to put up a cogent de-
fence of reservation.

Manmohan, under pres-
sure from senior Congress
leaders to articulate the gov-
ernment’s pro-reservation po-
sition, had said on a visit to
Visakhapatnam earlier in the
day: “Our government has
given all our minorities a new
sense of confidence. We will
ensure rapid improvement in
the social and educational sta-
tus of the backward classes
and minorities.”

The party wanted to stem a
perception that the Prime Mi-
nister was “pandering” to the
anti-quota lobby — backed by
some corporate honchos, “int-
ellectuals” and academics —
to try and retain the “goodwi-

ds on

(/\,1) A VY

11” he had earned among the
upper and middle classes.

Asked about a possible per-
sonal agenda, Arjun told a TV
channel: “This is a canard
which is below contempt.
Only that person who does not
know what kind of respect
and regard I hold for Sonia
Gandhi could say (this). She is
the leader and whatever she
decides is acceptable to me.”

Sources said that the Con-
gress’s OBC MPs were “fully”
with Arjun and the non-OBCs
too backed him out of “po-
litical expediency”. But there
was a sense of disquiet, too.

“Arjun’s motives were alw-
ays unclear,” said a leader
from Madhya Pradesh, who
had worked closely with
Arjun once.

(Left) A pohceman embraces a medical student at an anti-quota rally in New Delhi on Saturday and (nght) aRAF
personnel keeps back sticks (used during lathi-charge) in a van after the rally passed off peacefully,. (PTT)

against the striking doctors.
In a warning signal, it put out
newspaper advertisements for
recruitment of doctors at its
hospitals. Health ministry of-
ficials said walk-in interviews
would begin on Monday.

But to try and resolve the
standoff through a dialogue,
Mukherjee and finance minis-
ter P. Chidambaram met rep-
resentatives of the agitating
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doctors. Mukherjee later said
he had requested the doctors
to call off their agitation and
they had said they would get
back to him tomorrow. “I hope
it will be resolved by Monday,”
Mukherjee said.

The medicos, too, appeared
to soften their stand after the
meeting. Dr Nethan, speaking
on behalf of the agitators, said
the proposals to protect the

number of seats in the general
category and introduce the
new quota in a phased manner
were a positive step. Yesterday,
the doctors had been doubtful
about a seats increase, argu-
ing this would need upgraded
infrastructure and more
teachers and hospitals.

Late tonight, however, the
medicos decided to continue
the strike over the Centre’s re-

jection of their demand for a
committee of experts to re-
view the reservation policy.

“We have decided to con-
tinue with the strike. But we
are ready to negotiate,” a rep-
resentative of the agitators
said. He added they weren’t
aware of the Prime Minister’s
appeal to them to call off the
agitation, and so had not con-
sidered it yet.

quota

Rival
rallies, for
& against

OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 20: As med-
ical students from as far as
Mangalore joined a huge anti-
reservation rally in Delhi and
the hunger strike entered its
seventh day, pro-quota doctors
held their own demonstration
at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences.

“Down with upper caste
chauvinism,” chanted the pro-
testers gathered under the
banner of Medicos’ Forum for
Equality.

The police kept the two op-
posed groups away from each
other; barring the pro-reserva-
tion demonstrators from the
AIIMS central lawns, the base
of the anti-quota protesters.

“Everyone else can just
walk in,” a pro-quota doctor
complained. “In spite of being
a resident in this hospital, I
can't.”

One outsider who had wal-
ked in triggered a brief comm-
otion by stripping himself and
beginning to play his guitar
near those on hunger strike.
The lyrics spewed abuse at the
media and said the students’
struggle was right but not the-
irmethod. He was led away.

Pro-quota doctors alleged a
colleague was beaten up at
AIIMS by the rival group and
that the police and hospital ad-
ministration had failed to act
on his complaint.

At Jantar Mantar, students
from some 15 medical and en-
gineering colleges from Man-
galore, Vadodora, Patiala and
Bikaner joined the Youth for
Equality’s anti-reservation
rally. Ex-cricketer and MP
Navjot Singh Sidhu led the
protesters to Jantar Mantar.

The IT hub of Bangalore
witnessed two huge rallies,
one in support of quotas and
one against. The pro-reserva-
tion camp burnt the effigy of
Infosys chief mentor N.R.
Narayana Murthy for his anti-
quota views.

IIM Calcutta seats

Before the quota row broke
out, IIM Calcutta had already
decided to increase the seats
for its postgraduate program-
me from 265 to 335 for 2006-07.

THE
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“Iwo years, too lost

ke "he UPA needs to reverse its'instinctive .
94 & lurch towards old-style socialism

HIS week the UPA govern-
T ment completes two years in

office. So, where are the fes-
tivities? By all indicators, the air in
New Delhi should be purposefully
celebratory. The recent mini-gen-
eral election in the form of four key
state assembly polls split the spoils
neatly among the UPAs con-
stituents and its allies. The coalition
government led by Dr Manmohan
Singh is suffused with prognoses of
robust longevity. And yet, a gather-
ing disarray is tangible within this
governmental stability. It would be
facile to read it in the stockmarket
crash of Monday. It would be gain-
ing only a part profile to see it in the
sustained street protests for and
against Mandal II. The larger pic-
ture is found in a dilemma. As anti-
dote to the sudden onset of visible
disarray, the prime minister and the
Congress party, which leads the
UPA alliance, need to address a
question: is the alliance militating
against itself in a blind search for a
centre of gravity?

Anniversaries are apt moments
to take a long political view, and it
gives that question a worrisome
edge: is the Congress opting out of a
strenuous interrogation of its pre-
sent agenda and lurching for the
old comforts of its seventies social-
ism? Far too much of the party’s
leadership is weighing in on the
side of re-installation of statist pa-

ternalism. The issue of reservations
— in higher education and in pri-
vate sector jobs — is illustrative.
What is being recommended to
augment and strengthen social in-
frastructure is an old quick-fix:
slice the existing pie and comman-
deer private decision-making in a
symbolic jab at equity. It is reminis-
cent of those absurd ceilings on the
productivity of manufacturing
units. The reforms, initiated after
Indira Gandhi’s return to power in
1980 and consolidated in the 1990s,
showed the huge returns to be got
by enabling overall growth. It is
strange then that the Congress’s in-
stinct now appears to be to deliver
its promised new social contract by
similar regulation — instead of en-
abling social inclusiveness through
focussed investment in education
and incentivising private-public
partnership.

At two years, a government typ-
ically heads into the mid-term
stretch, its eye on the platform it
must construct for re-election in
three years’ time. The prime min-
ister has repeatedly said the right
things about meaningful equity
through reform. Now is the time
to act upon them. Because, as V.P.
Singh found out earlier, there is
no gratitude to be had from the
electorate by recourse to reserva-
tion as an easy substitute for
enlightened targeting.
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. FAROOQ JAVED/HT
Manmohan Singh, Ghutam Nabi Azad and Shivraj Patil at the round table meet in Srinagar on Wednesday.

PoK rebels can return

JAY Raina and ARUN Joshi
Srinagar, May 24

GHOST TOWN Srinagar shut
down in protest, terror attacks
continued, the big players kept
away. But Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh saved day one of
the Second Round Table confer-
ence, walking the peace talk
alone and holding out hope for a
generation of Kashmiris that
had turned it back on India to
take up arms.

Singh announced a review of
cases of all detainees, “includ-
ing those (who) crossed over (to
PoK) after violating our laws
and who are now anxious to
come home”. .

Over 3,000 Kashmiris crossed
over to Pakistan and were
trained in militant camps in the
first flush of the separatist
movement. With the dream of
freedom soured, many are ea-
ger now to return. A safe pas-
sage and amnesty for former
militants has been a long-stand-
ing demand of several Kash-

‘miri leaders from the Hurriyat

and the PDP.

In his opening remarks, Sin-
gh expressed no acrimony aga-
inst the moderate Hurriyat con:
ference that boycotted the con-
clave — a move which, many ar-
gue, has made the meet a non-
starter. (The BJP’s state unit
and the Ladakh Buddhist Asso-

ciation also stayed away)

“To resolve all political issu-
es, all forms of dialogue should
continue. In this connection,
the dialogue with the Hurriyat
was positive,” he remarked,
while expressing hope that the
separatists will join such confe-
rences at an appropriate time.

The Prime Minister also
asked the leaders representing
different shades of opinion to
focus on five areas: security of
the people, human rights and
good governance, the bringing
together of different regions of
the state, working on-the econo-
mic future of the state and arr-
angements to bring people from
both sides of the LoC closer.

/
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MORE SEATS FOR GENERAL CATEGORY

Govt cracks

quot

NEW DELHI, May 23:
Amidst the raging country-
wide reservation row, the
ruling Congress-led UPA
amalgam decided to go
ahead with extending the
27 per cent quota for OBCs
in Central universities and
institutions, proposing to
implement it through leg-
islation to be brought in for
passage during the mon-
soon session of Parliament.
The OBC students will get
the benefits of this propos-
al only from June 2007, the
next academic session.

However, as part of its
“balancing, middle-path
formula”, the UPA govern-
ment also decided to
simultaneously increase
the number of seats in
Central educational insti-
tations “keeping in view
the interests of all sections
of the student community
and to meet their aspira-
tions for opportunities for
higher education.” This
was meant to cushion the
non-reserved category stu-
dents from the impact of
implementation of the
OBC quota proposal.

The decision came in the

€4 M 208
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IMA splits

NEW DELHI, May 23:
Cracks appeared in the
Indian Medical Association,
which has been supporting
the quota protesters, with
doctors belonging to the
backward classes setting up
anew body ~ Indian
National Medical
Association ~to back the
government’s reservation
proposal. B SNS

wake of a marathon, two-
session meeting of the
UPA-Left Coordination
Committee at the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh's residence tonight.
Agitatinlg doctors said:
“The government has
backstabbed us”. They
resolved to continue their

strike. Termination notices'

were today issued to strik-
ers in Delhi hospitals.

In the face of continuing
anti-quota protests, the
government, backed by
Left partes, resolved that
the 93rd amendment to the
Constitution paving the
way for OBCs quota in edu-
cational institutions would
be implemented in “letter
and spirit.”

a whip

An oversight commiittee
would be constituted to
draw up a time-bound
roadmap for implement-
ing these decisions.
Smaller groups consisting
of deans, directors and
vice-chancellors of the
institutions  concerned
would be set up to work
out the details of the insti-
tutions, and the oversight
committee would - put
together the recommenda-
tions of these groups and
submit a comprehensive
report by 31 August, 2006.

The government’s deci-
sion was announced by
defence minister Mr
Pranab Mukherjee. The
morning session of the
UPA-Left panel meeting
witnessed PMK leaders
expressing severe resent-
ment over the govern-
ment’s proposal to increase
the number of seats, which
they maintained, would
“dilute” the provision con-
tained in the constitutional
amendment.

The PMK leaders told the
meeting that they would
not accept suggestions
which  “diluted” the
Constitutional
# Turn to page 4

e
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~PM ANNOUNCES 5 J&K WORKING GROUPS

Panel to look

”M‘\&

W s

into self-rule

Kavita Suri
SRINAGAR, May 25: The
Prime Minister today

announced setting up of
five working groups “to look
more closely at the broad
issues and problems in
Jammu and Kashmir” with
one group dealing with
Centre-state relations,
including the question of
autonomy and self-rule.

The five working groups
would work towards confi-
dence-building measures
across segments of society
in the state, strengthening
relations across the line of
control, economic develop-
ment, ensuring good gover-
nance and strengthening
relations between the
Centre and the state.

All the groups are official
committees with  the
approval of the Governiment
of India, Dr Manmohan
Singh said while addressing
a Press conference at the
SKICC auditorium on the
conclusion of the round-
table talks here this evening.
He hoped that these groups
would work towards finding
common ground and forg-
ing a consensus on specific
issues through a time-
bound result-oriented
approach.

The body of a tourist lies
in the main hospital in
Srinagar. ® AFP (Another
photograph on page 5)

One of the groups, Dr
Singh said, would discuss
measures for those who
wanted 1o return to their
homes from PoK. But he
added that it was a matter
for security agencies.

Minutes after the Prime
Minister left for New Delhi
following the round-table
conference, three tourists
were killed and five others
injured when militants
lobbed a grenade at a tourist
bus at Zakoora, on the out-

May 2008

skirts of Srinagar. The inju-
red were taken to hospital.

To a question on the
demand for self-rule that
came up for discussions
during the two-day confer-
ence, the Prime Minister
said the group dealing with
Centre-state relations
would take up the issue and
report back to the next
round table as soon as it fin-
ished its work. On the
Hurriyat boycott, Dr Singh
said he was hopeful those
who stayed away would
participate in the future.

He said that the scope of
homecoming of those
youth who had crossed the
LoC and wanted to return
could be discussed at an

-appropriate forum, keeping

in view security aspects.

The Prime Minister said
he had not received any
proposal from President
Pervez Musharraf to visit
Jammu and Kashmir to par-
ticipate in a round-table
conference.

The service rifle of a
CRPF jawan Navjeet Singh
went off accidentally, injur-
ing him at the indoor stadi-
um here today when he
was alighting from a vehi-
cle around 1.15 pm.
sources said. The gunshot
sparked panic.

THE STATESM 0
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Centre orders
increase in bﬂ
medical seats- ww

Students seek written assurance on intake,
decide to continue strike

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Union Health and
Family Welfare Ministry has
asked Central Government-run
medical institutions to increase
the number of seats, even as
medical students and junior
doctors on Saturday decided to
continue with their fortnight-
old strike against the Centre’s
decision to reserve 27 per cent
seats for the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) in higher educa-
tion.

The Ministry on Saturday

sent out letters to nine Central-

ly-run  medical institutions
spelling out the methods for in-
creasing the seats in Post-Grad-
uate courses to ensure that
general category seats were not
affected by the 27 per cent reser-
vation, and also provide the
Ministry with the details of the
existing infrastructure and their
requirement, monetary and oth-
erwise, to enhance the seats.

This decision was taken after
the Union Health and Family
Welfare Secretary P.K. Hota and
Director of the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) P. Ventigopal met Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Saturday morning.

The AIIMS has reportedly
agreed to increase the number of
seats from 50 to 90. The other
institutes that have been asked
to enhance the intake are Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, Saf-
darjung Hospital, Lady Hard-
inge Medical College (Delhi),
Jawaharlal Institute of Post
Graduate Medical Education
and Research (Pondicherry),
Central Institute of Psychiatry
(Ranchi), National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuro-Sci-

o Letters sent to nine
Centrally-run medical
Institutions

® AIIMS agrees to increase
the number of seats
from 50 to 90

* Na need to worry about
shrinking ‘opportunities’:
Manmohan

ences (Bangalore), Post-Gradu-
ate Institute of Medical Sciences
(Chandigarh) and North Eastern
Indira Gandhi Regional Insti-
tute of Health and Medical Sci-
ences (Shillong). ,

The striking students had on
Friday met Dr. Singh who had
assured them that there would
be a huge growth in educational
opportunities in the coming
years and the students need not
Worry about shrinking
“opportunities.”

However, the medicos wanted
a written assurance from the
Prime Minister on the increase
of seats in the medical institu-
tions, constitution of a non-po-
litical commission to review the
existing reservation policy, ex-
clusion of OBC creamy layer and
no action against those who par-
ticipated in the strike. -

Meeting with Oscar
Fernandes

The students also met Union
Minister Oscar Fernandes on
Saturday morning to express
their dissatisfaction with their
Friday meeting with Mr. Hota
and said that instead of the writ-
ten assurance, the Health Secre-
tary had handed them the
statement issued to the media.

28 Mpy 2006
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Govt sets up 13-member

G\ v

New Delhi: Moving quickly to
bring an end to
the quota im-
broglio, gov-
ernment on
Monday an-
nounced a 13-
member com-

mittee headed

by senior Con-

: gress MP Veer-
Veerappa®folly  appa Moily to
— 4% Jook into the is-

sue of implementation of 27 per
cent reservation for OBCs in high-
er education institutions and re-
quirements for increasing seats
without reducing the number in
general category.

Approved by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, the oversight
committee with secretaries from
the ministries of HRD, health and
family welfare, agriculture and fi-
nance, has been asked to submit
its report by August 31, this year.

The committee includes B
Mungekar, member, Planning
Commission, R Mashelkar, direc-

tor-general, CSIR, S K Thorat, UGC
chairman, R A Yadav, vice chair-
man, AICTE, N K Ganguly, direc-
tor-general, ICMR, G Mohan Gopal,
former VC, National Law School
and R V Vaidyanatha Ayyar, for-
mer secretary.

Simultaneously, the govern-
ment also appointed three groups
to go irrto specific details about
universities and institutes re-
garding the course of action for

-giving effect to OBC quota in a

time-bound manner.

Under the terms of reference,
the groups will identify the cours-
es at undergraduate and post-grad-
uate level in each of the institu-
tions and universities and student
intake for academic session 2007-
08. The groups have also been
asked to identify the total number
of OBCs and consequently to oth-
er categories in each course.

The groups would identify for
each course the increase in the to-
tal number of seats so as to main-
tain the total availability of seats in
the unreserved category and deter-

~oversight committee

mine the requirement of faculty and
other infrastructure for the en-
hanced intake and to determine the
additional requirement of recur-
ring and non-recirring expenditure.

Among other things, the groups
will suggest measures, in short
term, to be taken by each institute
for the enhanced intake from the
academic session 200708 and any
other preparatory or consequential
steps required to be taken in order
to implement the policy of reser-
vations. The groups would submit
their recommendations by July 31.

The group for technological/en-
gineering institutions would be
headed by M Anandakrishnan, for-
mer vice chancellor of Anna Uni-
versity. It would have Sanjay
Dhande, director, [IT, Kanpur, SK
Dube, director, IIT, Kharagpur, San-
jeev Bhargava, director, IIT, Ja-
balpur, R P Dahiya, director, NIT,
Jaipur, N Balakrishnan, ISc, YV
Rao, director, NIT, Warangal,
IM Mishra, IIT, Roorkee and Indi-
ra Rajaraman, NIPFP as its mem-
bers. AGencIEs

7 () Mav 2008
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HRD min 1stry\

SR

about quota repl

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 13 : After
the Flection Commission’s
move yesterday to seek fur-
ther clarifications from the
Union HRD minister Mr
Arjun Singh over his reply
to the EC’s notice on OBC
reservation issue, the HRD
ministry seems to be tread-
ing cautiously.

Mr Singh, who has
sparked off a major contro-
versy by proposing 27 per
cent reseivation for OBCs
in Ceniral educational
institutions, including uni-
versities, [IMs and IITs, had
sent a tough, unapologetic
reply to the EC’s notice to
him a few days ago.

The EC had taken cog-
nizance of his proposal as a
“prima facie” case of its
model code of conduct,
given that elections are on
in five states. Denying the
charges, the HRD minister,
had questioned the EC’s
judgment on the issue.

Mr Singh’s reply did not
go down well with the EC,
sources said. Unsatisfied
with the HRD minister’s
reply, the EC shot off anoth-
er letter to the Cabinet sec-

4 #0C N0

cautious

ly'to EC

George alleges irregularities

PATNA, April 13: Mr George Fernandes today approached
the Election Commission alleging serious irregularities in
the presidential election of the JD-U. The new party
president Mr Sharad Yadav, who defeated him in the poll,
was quick to respond and asserted there was no threat of a
split in the party. “There is absolutely no threat of a split in
the JD-U. The delegates, MPs and MLAs from Bihar and
elsewhere overwhelmingly voted in my favour. B PTI

retary yesterday asking him
for Mr Arjun Singh's clarifi-
cations on several points.
EC sources said the tone
and tenor of Mr Singh's let-
ter were “objectionable”. Mr
Singh’s bid to make his
reply public a day before it
was to be sent to the EC was
said to have been takin intc
account.

EC officials have said that
they would expect deco-
rum and propriety from a
senior Cabinet minister like
Mr Singh and not things
unbecoming of his posi-
tion. As the controversy has
snowballed, the HRD min-
istry as well as the PMO
have maintained silence in
the matter.

The HRD ministry today
consulted the law ministry
to prepare Mr Singh's sec-
ond reply to be sent by 18

April.

At the centre of the OBC
quota storm, Mr Arjun
Singh has been entangled
in a string of controversies
earlier ~ ranging from his
detoxification drive to
cleanse the history text-
books from saffron ele-
ments to his stand in favour
of the Aligarh Muslim
University’s minority sta-
tus. Private schools went to
court against his ministry’s
decision to offer free edu-
cation to gitl child.

He played a key role in
passing the constitutional
amendment Bill about
reservation for weaker sec-
tions in educational institu-
tions, State-aided or private
that - overturned the
Supreme Court’s verdict
scrapping reservation in

private colleges. / /
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Protesters use technology to organise

Anti-quota *

pitch on

C)e\
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Net, ph

OUR BUREAU

April 9: If word of mouth
brought some of the co-
untry’s young out on the
streets after the Mandal
Commission recommend-
ations for job quotas, this
time the Internet and the
mobile phone are being
used to organise against
expanding reservation in
educational institutions.

As some 3 lakh aspirants
to the IITs wrote their joint
entrance examination papers
today, the World Wide Web
was aflame with campaigns
against reservation for other
backward classes (OBCs).

Petitions are being made
on the Net to the President,
Prime Minister and at times to
entities like the “Next Genera-
tion”, in the manner of Rang
de Basanti, the movie.

Support for the quota could
not be found.

“This (quota) is more of a
political move to gain someth-
ing in the short term.... If (pl-
anners) wished to eliminate
backwardness, they could sta-
rt from grassroots,” writes Sa-
rsij Nayanam, who has peti-
tioned the President, on the
site PetitionOnline.com.

The site hosts online cam-
paigns from all over the world
to promote “participatory de-
mocracy”. The top three peti-
tions, signed by many current
and former students of insti-
tutions like II'Ts and IIMs, are
protests against the quota.

The highest circulated one,
started by Nayanam on April
7, is close to the 10,000-signa-
ture-mark.

Nayanam, who studied at
the Birla Institute of Technol-
ogy, Ranchi, said in an email:
“If such a thing ever gets im-
plemented, theén just think of
| the rift that will be created be-
tween the two classes.”

He says most of the people

who have signed are “studying
in the institutes” and “there is
alarge section which has just
passed.... And, as expected,
IITians, present and former,
have participated in (sic) a
large scale.”

Mobile phone messages
are flying around to organise
protests. One said; “IF ur giv-
ing yr class 12 exams or trying
fr a masters, 50% of all seats
are now reservd. Lets start a
campaign against this insani-
ty. Pass this on to everyone.”

Another (in picture) gave

|
Join the peaceful protest
against arjun singh's 50%
reservationituesday 11th ™N]
april,5pm at jawaharlal
nehru stadivm, ndtv and
sahara have promised thelr

acall to join a protest in Delhi.
It said two TV channels “have
promised their support”, ad-
ding the third element of com-
munication technology to the
campaign.

Blogs, personal diaries on
the Net, are speaking out, too.
Vivek K writes with a touch of
irony: “Create high facility
community school where only
weaker community people are
taken without any test.”

One campaign ends on a
patriotic note, taking its queue
from Rang de Basanti: “All we
need is a ‘Generation Awaken-
ing’.... And if you disagree
with me then be ready to face a
‘not so good’ India.”

If quota supporters are or-
ganising, there’s at least no si-
gn of it in the new-generation
media. One SMS began to cir-
culate tonight, but that tooasa
response.

“U mite be against reserva-
tion bt dnt forget we do live in
a highly unequal society,” it
said.

Arjun says
he did
not violate
poll code

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 9: Arjun
Singh today formally inform-
ed the Election Commission
he had not made any announ-
cement on a 27 per cent educa-
tion quota for other backward
classes.

A day after being warned
he could be pulled up for viola-
ting the model code of conduct
in five election-bound states,
Singh said the Centre has yet
to take a decision on the per-
centage of reservation.

“There was no announce-

ment of any concession, much
less any other breach of the
model code of conduct, as me-
ntioned in your letter. There is
no basis even for a prima facie
view to that effect,” Singh said
in s reply.
Yesterday, the Centre had
een forced to issue a clarifica-
tion after the poll panel step-
ped into the row over raising
the quota percentage to 49.5 in
educational institutions, in-
cluding I1Ts and I[IMs.

The minister said it was
unfortunate the panel had con-
cluded “the alleged annou-
ncement amounts to new con-
cession to sections of the elec-
torate in the five states™.

Such a conclusion had be-
en reached only on the basis of
media reports, he said.

“What is more, it has also
been concluded that it prima
facie violates the model code
of conduct without mention-
ing which provision of the mo-
del code of conduct the com-
mission had in view.”

Singh said he was at a loss
why the row had snowballed
as he had made it clear a “deci-
sion would be taken and anno-
unced only after elections”.

Besides, Article 15(5) en-
hancing the reservation had
come into force on January 20
after the 104th amendment.

“Thus, advancement of...
(OBCs) in matters of admissi-
on... is an existing constituti-
onal scheme and by no stretch
of imagination is a new an-
nouncement.”
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ORISSA § Rajnath slams ‘appeasement’, soft-handling of terrbr

Blasting UPA, yatra rolls ot

_ ENS&PTI
BHUBANESWAR, APRIL 6

JP president Raj-
nath Singh today
began his five-week

Bharat Suraksha Yatra

with a pledge to foil the

Muslim “appeasement” o

the Congress-led UPA gov-

ernment at the Centre.

“Only for getting their g

votes, the Congress-led
UPA government is offer-
ing the Muslims new reser-
vations in jobs and educa-
tion. We will not allow their
politics of appeasement to
succeed,” he said.

Singh, who had offered
obeisance last night, again
prayed at the Jagannath
temple this morning, before
embarking on the 35-day
5,500-km journey criss-
crossing several states.

Addressing a rally, he said
the purpose of the yatra was
to create awareness in the
minds of the people about
the “designs” of the Con-
gress and to warn the UPA
that if it did not mend its

3 8

y,Y

1 power at the Centre
the prices have shot up.

Orissa Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik, his
counterparts in Chhat-
tisgarh and Jharkhand
Raman Singh and Ar-
jun Munda and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
| Sushil Kumar Modi
also addressed the
gathering. They ex-
pressed concern over
‘the rise in incidents of

ways, it should be ready to
face the consequences in
the next elections. Charging
the UPA government with
being soft towards terror-
ists, Singh said: ““Is this not
for the sake of votebank
politics? What s it for?”

Referring to the arrest of
six HuJI militants with links
to Bangladesh in connec-
tion with the Varanasi bomb
blasts yesterday, he said
Bangladeshi infiltration in
Assam was a matter of seri-
ous concern.

BJP president Rajnath Singh (Centre) with BJP leaders ahead of the
Bharat Suraksha Yatra in Bhubaneswar on Thursday. P7/

The Supreme Court, he
added, had observed that
the state was facing external
aggression and internal dis-
turbance on account of
largescale illegal migration
from that country, a clear
and total vindication of
BJP’s demand for repeal of
the Illegal Migrants (Deter-
mination by Tribunals) Act.

Lashing out at the UPA
government for its failure to
curb rise in prices of essen-
tial commodities, he said
whenever Congress came to

INDiAl LAPRES?

terrorism and extrem-
ist violence in different
parts of the country.

Senior BJP leader and for-
mer party president Venka-
iah Naidu said the UPA gov-
ernment was like a vehicle
being driven by Manmohan
Singh, while its steering was
with Sonia Gandhi, brakes
with CPI(M) and power
brake with Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav, who he termed as the
“ultra PM”.

- Sonia’s resignation, he
said, was just a “drama” be-
cause she knew that her
Lok Sabha membership
had to go.



Within PM’s panel, protest
~over lIM, IIT quotas

promoting excellence and autonomy.”

Second, he wrote, “while we recognize the
access to education should be distributed
widely across social groups, we feel 49 pc re-
served seats is a step in wrong direction. At the
moment, measures are in place for SCs/STs
and these should not be supplemented by
reservation for OBCs”.

And third, “till such time as we evolve anew
CONSEnsus on more imaginative access poli-
cies, let the status quo continue. This is an op-
portunity to think afresh on this issue and not
rush into introducing measures that we know
are irreversible”.

He concluded by saying, “Some of our col-
leagues disagree with these propositions, we
can record their dissent in the letter. There isno
point having an NKC, if we don’t take a stand
on thisissue”. 1

Jayati Ghosh wrote back: “As you know, I
disagree on this matter. If such a ﬁetter is in-
deed sent, I would like to insist that my dissent

be explicitly recorded in thie letter, in an easily
visible manner. Iwould also like to see the let-
ter before it is finally sent”.

The Knowledge Commission, formed by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, has Sam
Pitroda as chairperson and Dr P M Bhargava as
vice-chaitperson. Its other members are In-
fosys CE©Nandan Nilekani, Dethi University
Vice-Chancellor Deepak Nayyar, Ashok Gan-
guly, Andre Beteille, Ghosh and Mehta.

Setup in June 2005, the commission advises
the PM on matters relating to institutions of
knowledge production, knowledge use and
knowledge dissemination. It is helped by the
Planning Commission and has a National
Steering Groupto assist it, which is chaired by
the PM and includes HRD Minister Arjun
Singh, along with Ministers of Agriculture,
Commerce and Industry, Communication and
Information Technology, Science and Tech-
nology and Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission.

w—-
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~Within PM's panel,
protest over Arjun
Singh’s OBC Ofder

& No basis for OBC quot%gf no point
to Knowledge Commission if we can’t
take stand: convenor Mehta

SHUBHAJITROY Q ~ pypéofessor at JNU. She
NEW DELHL APRIL7 o\promptly wrote back to the
members to record her “dis-

THE first voice of protest  sent” on thisissue.
against Human Resource De- ~ Mehta, in his e-mail, argued
velopment Minister Arjun . his case against the quota:
Singh’s decision to impose “IITyarealready facing severe

49.5 per cent'quota in [ITs, faculty shortages, and to sim-
IIMs and Central universities  ply increase the number of
has come from the high-pro-  seatswill have serious adverse
file National Knowledge ¢ . It shows the ex-
Commission (NKC), which - tenttowhich these institutions
Feportadirectly to Prime Min- '+ -are fejig. subjected to the
*ister Manmohan Singh and _ ministryown politicaland in-
whose mandate is tellectuat predilec-
to sharpen the tions”.
country’s “knowl- “T know we have
edge edge”. divergent views-on
In a strong e- reservation. I think
mail to all commis- there is probably
sion members yes- more a consensus
terday, NKC’s on SC/ST reserva-
member-convenor tion, but reserva-
Pratap  Bhanu tions for OBCs
Mehta has asked the commis-  have very little justification: in-

sion to intervene and write to
the PM against the quota

deed it is in some ways hurting
the cause of SC/STs. But the

regime. idea that 49 pc of seats must
Terming thisas a “very dis- come under reserved cate-

tressing development”,Mehta,  gories is surely alarming,”

who heads the Centre for Policy Mehta, a former professor

Research, wrote: “There is no

at Harvard University, wrote:

point having NKC, if we don’t  “Canwe perhapssendashort
take astand on thisissue”. letter to PM registering our
Mehta’s views on the issue,  protest and it will have three

* however, were not liked by an-
other commission member
Jayati Ghosh, an economics
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points, First, the new propos-

als are incompatible with

$CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Govt neglectmg

L\CMP

GUWAHATI, April 4. —
Veteran CPI leader Mr AB
Bardhan rued today that
the Congress that is head-
ing the UPA government at
the Centre, was no longer
talking about the common
minimum programme
(CMP) of the cpalition.
“The Left is going to
mount pressure and raise
issues to make the

Congress stick to the CMP.

The Left is willing to join
even non-UPA parties bar-
ring the BJP to mobilise
people  against  the

’ policies outside
the CMP,” Mr Bardhan
said. He, however, said at
this moment no one was
talking about disrupting
the UPA government at
the Centre as “who will
replace it is also a big
question”.

The Left, which has
been critical of the Indo-
US nuclear deal and UPA
government’s “America-
centric” policies, is happy
over improved relation
.with neighbours and look-
ing positively towards
implementation of the
employment

issue had received too
much hype and it w dg@ not
justified to try andfshow
Mrs Sonia Gandhi as the
conspirator behind all
these.

He, however, observed
that an ordinance over the
issue was uncalled for and
that the Parliament should
have been allowed to con-
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Mr Bardhan said that the
ruling Left Front will fight
the forthcoming Assembly
election in West Bengal on
the main plank of ‘industri-
al development’.

He exuded oonﬂdence
that the Left Front would
romp home for the seventh
term in West Bengal. “This
time the focus will be on
industrial development in
Bengal which was once sec-
ond to only Maharashtra in

of industrial devel-
opment,” he said. He said
that the agricultural
reforms ushered in by the
Left Front government
resulted in agricultural sur-
plus in West Bengal
besides increasing the pur-
chasing power of the peas-
antry. “The ground is now
set for industrialisation,”
he said.

About measures taken
by the - Election
Commission for holdmg
Assembly election in West
Bengal, Mr Bardhan said:
“What they are aiming at is
not very clear to us. The
Left has been ruling on its
strength and it is well
known to all.” “There is
confusion about posting
outside security force per-
sonnel who don’t know the
local language, in polling-
stations. It shows lack of
confidence in state police.
It is not going to augur well
for a constitutional body
like the Election
Commission,” the CPI
leader said informing that
alt four partnersin the Left
Front had | a com-
plaint with the Election
Commission - ::#esterday
against such a move.




finish its

term;

GUWAHATI,
Prime
Manmohan Singh today
ruled out any possibility of a
mid-term  election and
expressed confidence that the
UPA government would com-
plete its full term in office.

“During its past two years
of incumbency, the UPA gov-
ernment outlined its plans fo
give a new thrust to develop-
ment and it is very much on
course to complete its mis-
sion,” Dr Singh told reporters
at the airport here on his
arrival for two-day election-
eering in Assam.

Regarding election com-
missioner Mr Navin Chawla,
the Prime Minister said: “We
received the President’s letter
forwarding the complaint
against Mr Chawla yesterday.
I will take a decision after
completing my tour of
Assam.” Just before he hit the
campaign trail, Dr Singh
appealed to the people of
Assam to “vote for the
Congress for peace, security,
development and morderni-
sation. Vote us into power for
the next five years”.

“Congress governments at
the Centre and in the state
offer the best possible combi-
nation of governance that
can bring in peace and rapid
development to Assam,” said
Dr Singh who is a Rajya
Sabha member from Assam.

On the prolonged insur-
gency, he said: “The misguid-
ed youths of’ Assam have a
Prime Minister from the state
in New Delhi. There is no
problem that can’t be solved

April 1. —
Minister Dr
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ugh negotiation. We
want peace to prevail in
Assam in the interests of
development and prosperity
of its people.” On the current,
albeit nascent, dialogue with
the United Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa), Dr Singh ruled
out the possibility of enter-
taining any discussion on the
“sovereignty of Assam”. He
said all rural infrastructure
development projects and
employment generation pro-
grammes initiated by the UPA
government had been under-
taken keeping in mind
Assam’s best interests. “The
Congress government at the
Centre is committed to help
people of Assam live a life of
dignity and with self

respect,” Dr Singh said.
Referring to the problem of
illegal  migration from
Bangladesh, he said: “We are
firmly against any kind of
infiltration and have taken
appropriate steps to prevent
it. The work erecting fences
along the Indo-Bangla border
is progressing at a good speed
and the national register of
citizens (NRC) of 1951 is
being updated for detection of
illegal migrants in Assam.
Having said that, Dr Singh
pointed out: “At the same

“tine, we want to genuine

Indian citizens livitig - .in
Assam are not harassed in
any way during the detection
and subsequent deportation
of illegal migrants. The
Foreigners (Tribunals * for
Assam ) Order, 2006 was for-~
mulated for that purpose fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s
order to to repeal the IMDT
Act, 1983.
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PARLIAMENT SESSION FROM 10 TO 23 MAY

Chastened Centre
calls House meet

NEW DELHI, March 30. — Barely a
week after it botched up plans to bring in
an ordinance over the “office-of-profit”
issue, criticised by the Opposition as a
move to “bail out” Mrs Sonia Gandhi, the
government today called a Parliament ses-
sion from 10 to 23 May.

Disclosing the decision, earlier taken by
the Cabinet Committee on Political
Affairs (CCPA), the 1&B and parliamen-
tary affairs minister, Mr Priya Ran]an Das
Munshi, was at pams to explain that “itisa
regular session” in a bid to imply that it
had nothing to do with the replacement of
the previously planned ordinance by an

amendment of the existing law defining

the “office of profit.”

While the Opposition said the adjourn-
ment of hoth Houses on 22 March was
clearly intended to bring in the ordinance,
Mr Das Munshi had then denied the
charge and said it was because Parliament
had transacted all the key financial busi-
ness and hence there was no need for
another session in May. Originally,
Parliament was scheduled to adjourn for a
recess to meet again on 10 May.

“The cat is out of the bag,” was how the
BJP described the decision. “If both the
Houses are being convened from 10 May
to consider the balance agenda, why were

they adjourned sine die instead of

adjourning it till 10 May as was planned
earlier,” asked party general secretary Mr
Arun Jaitely.

In an interesting volte-face, Mr Das
Munshi said at today’s briefing that the
government had some legislative business

to transact and indicated it would also con-
sider amendment of the existing law or a
fresh legislation on the “office-of-profit”
issue.

He said the CCPA’s decision was in line
with the commitment the government made
to the Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya Sabha
chairman while recommending sine die
adjournment of the Houses on 22 March.

Answering a specific question, he said the
Speaker was competent to convene the ses-
sion as Parliament was not prg ¢
deveIOpment that would o
convening of a fresh session by -
President. He said the leader gf the Lok
Sabha, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, would write
to all political parties, seeking their views on
the ‘office-of-profit’ issue. He explained that
“their inputs” would be used in frammg a
new law.

Meanwhile, informed sources do not
rule out the possibility of scrapping the
existing law “lock, stock and barrel” and
bringing in a fresh legislation to clear “all
grey areas” over the definition of “office of
profit”. The sources point out that even
the Prime Minister had indicated such a
possibility yesterday, saying the govern-
ment would consider all issues including
“doing away” with the “office-of-profit”
clause.

Earlier this week, Mr Das Munshi held
talks with the BJP, Left and other small-
er parties on the “office-of-profit” issue
and submitted his report to Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh. “Most
political parties suggested that there can
be a comprehensive law with a new legis-
lation or by amendment or. clarification
within the existing act,” Mr Das Munshi
had said.
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‘LAW FAVOURED ACBOSS THE BOARD’

All-party

talks

G

on 30 March

Statesman Naws Semce

NEW DELHI, March 27. — After
the mess it created over the “office
of profit” issue, the government
today began operation clean-up
and as a first step decided to discuss
an appropriate strategy with major
political parties on 30 March. Party
leaders, by and large, favour legisla-
tion to resolve the issuc once and
for all.

A meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Political Affairs
(CCPA) is expected to discuss the
issue the same day after the cus-
tomary Cabinet meeting. The par-
liamentary affairs minister, Mr
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, who had
held talks with the BJP, Left and
other smaller parties, later submit-
ted his report to the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh.
“Most political parties suggested
that there can be a comprehensive
law with a new legislation or by
amendment or clarification within
the existing act,” Mr Das Munshi
said at the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence after submitting the report.

All parties barring the AIADMK
and Shiromani Akali Dal have con-
veyed their views, he said, adding
that they are expected to do so
later. Mr Das Munshi met the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Mr LK Advani and
Rajya Sabha Opposition leader Mr
Jaswant Singh, who reportedly
favoured a law to plug loopholes in
the existing rules. The BJP as well
as the Samajwadi Party reportedly
disfavoured any all-party meeting
to discuss the issue.

The BJP was not willing to dis-
close what transpired between

NN X AN

party leaders and Mr Das Munshi
at their meeting. “We have given
our view point,” BJP spokesman
Mr Prakash Javadekar said. He said
the government should first declare
the date for reconvening the
Parliament session. He was non-
committal on whether the
Jharkhand formula was acceptable
to the party at the Centre as well.

On the issue of Mr VK Mathotra
facing a similar disqualification, Mr
Javadekar said rules should apply
to all. He said if a complaint was
lodged against someone then let
the Election Commission decide on
it. “We will not run away like Mrs
Sonia Gandhi (from facing the
law),” he said.

BJP leader Mr Vijay Goel called
for a nationwide debate on whether
resigning from the Lok Sabha did
not tantamount to violation of rules
by way of denying Parliament a
chance to take action against the
member for holding an office of
profit.

The messy row erupted with the
disqualification of Samajwadi Party
leader Ms Jaya Bachchan from her
Rajya Sabha membership for being
the head of the Uttar Pradesh Film
Development Corporation. Sensing

-a similag fate for,the Congress pres-

ident, Ms Sonia Gandhi, the brain-
trust in the government hit upon
the idea of an Ordinance to bail her
out, but it was scuppered by an
angry Opposition after a newspaper
scoop on the government plan.
The government brain-trust has
since come in for muted criticism
from Congress leaders, including
Dr Karan Singh, who resigned his
Rajya Sabha membership on thc
duat office issue.
Another report on page 4
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GOVT, OPP DISCUSS OFFICE OF PROFIT

Consensus
on hew law

/ wphr

SNS am L

NEW DELHI, March 23. ~
The government and the
Opposition tonight appeared
to be coming round to the
view that comprehensive leg-
islation on the controversial
office~of~profit issue needs to
be brought soon. A Parliament
session is likely to be convened
after the Assembly elections in
five states cnds on 10 May.
The BJP said it was willing to
consider a Bill but would not
express its views on the pro-
posed legislation until it saw
its contents.

With Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh taking an active
role, parliamentary affairs
minister Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi started trying to
evolve a consensus.

He first met leaders of the
Left allics and several small
parties and then held discus-
sions with the leader of the
Opposition Mr LK Advani and
scnior BIF leader Mr Jaswant
Singh.

They said they were in
favour of a law to plug loop-
holes in the rule governing
office of profit. The Left lead-
crs, too, were in favour of a
legislative consensus. On the
timing of the Parliament ses-

\ i-’

More pleas to EC

NEW DELHI, March 25. ~
The Election Commission
received more petitions for
disqualification of an MP
and nine MLAs from
Jharkhand today, even as
there were indications that it
would not decide on such
issues as whether the
National Advisory Council is
an office of profit. SNS

sion, Mr Advani said it was for
the government to decide and,
adding that the party was
against the ordinance route.
The BJP chief, Mr Rajnath
Singh, wanted an immediate
House session.

Mr Das Munshi said while
recommending adjournment
of the Budget session sine die,
the government had assured
the presiding officers that it
would strive to re-convene the
session on 10 May after the
Assembly elections. Mr Das
Munshi said the consultations
are expected to end tomorrow.
“We will consult the Shiv
Sena, BJD, JD-S and the
MDMK,” he said.

"The Leéft parties told the
government that there was
need for a comprehensive
amendment of the law.
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POSITIVE SENTIMENTS, SAYS PAKISTAN

.PM ofters, .

peace

AMRITSAR/NEW DELHI, March 24. — Dr
Manmohan Singh today made an offer to cul-
minate the present peace process with
Pakistan in a “Treaty of Peace, Security and
Friendship” and commended President
Pervez Musharraf for taking “bold steps”. The
Pakistan foreign office responded by noting
that the Prime Minister’s remarks have “posi-
tive sentiments”.

This “new” inifiative was made by the PM
at the inaugural ceremony of the Amritsar-
Nankana Sahib bus service in the city of the
Golden Temple.

“I have a vision that the peace-making
process must ultimately culminate in our two
countries entering into a Treaty of Peace,
Security and Friendship to give meaning and
substance to our quest for shared goals,” said
Dr Singh, adding, “I make this offer to the
people of Pakistan on this historic occasion. I
am sure the leadership of Pakistan will recip-
rocate”.

He also noted that there could be “mean-
ingful agreements” on Siachen, Sir Creek and
Baglihar if “all concerned are willing to accept
the ground realities.”

The PM said that “the time has come to
leave behind the animosities and misgivings of
the past and to think the unthinkable.”

Complimenting General Pervez Musharraf
for taking “bold steps” to curb extremism, Dr
Singh said, “more needs to be done in the
interest of both India and Pakistan”.

He also said that it was a “mistake to link
normalisation of other relations with finding a
solution to Jammu and Kashmir”.

Interestingly, Dr Singh suggested that both
sides should begin a dialogue with the people
in their areas of control to improve the quali-
ty of governance. It is an obvious reference to
the Northern Areas of Gilgit and Baltistan in
PoK, which have no democratic institutions
relative to the Indian side of Kashmir. Dr
Singh seems to be stating that instead of

trea

-

Dr Manmohan Singh  Gen Pervez

‘l make this offer to the people of
Pakistan on this historic occasion.
1 am sure the leadership of
Pakistan will reciprocate’.
~ Dr Manmohan Singh

Pakistan’s favourite ‘solution” of self-gover-
nance for Kashmir, internal consultations
would be a better way.

Dr Singh said he envisaged a situation
where the two parts of Jammu and Kashmir
could with the active encouragement of
Indian and Pakistani governments work out
cooperative, consultative mechanisms so as to
maximise gains of cooperation in solving
problems of social and “economic develop-
ment of the region.

Following the speech, the Pakistan foreign
office spokesperson, Ms Tasnim Aslam said,
“We have seen some reports about the Prime
Minister’s remarks.... It reflects some pasitive
sentiments”. She added, “He has also
acknowledged the need to move forward on
the resolution of Kashmir and other issues
between the two countries”.

However, Pakistan rejected the application
of “ground realities” as urged by Dr Singh to
reach solutions. The Pak FO spokesperson
said the ground reality is that accepting the
LoC as a solution to the Kashmir issue was
not acceptable to either Pakistan or the
Kashmiris. So, a viable solution has to be
found acceptable to all parties, she added.
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Twin Sonia resignations

to correct dou

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 23: Two
months from the second
anniversary of her renun-
ciation of the Prime Minis-
ter’s post, Sonia Gandhi
made a double “sacrifice”
today to pull the governm-
ent led by her party outof a
hole it had dug for itself.
“Upholding the ideals of
public life and politics and
personal belief, I resign from
Lok Sabha membership,” she
said, reading from a state-
ment, clad in a sari whose
colour could be mistaken as
the hue of sacrifice, saffron,

though a little pale.

Congress MPs Karan
Singh and Gurudas Kamat fol-
lowed suit.

Sonia also resigned from
the post of head of the Nation-
al Advisory Council, deemed
an “office of profit” by the Op-
position that yesterday sin-
gled her out for attack after
being handed the opportunity
by the government.

In an unprecedented doub-
le measure, the government
had cut short the budget sess-
ion, deciding to issue an ordin-
ance to exempt certain offices
of profit from the purview of
the Parliament (Prevention of
Disqualification) Act.

Several complaints had go-
ne to the President and the Ele-
ction Commission about MPs
— among them, Sonia and
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
— holding such offices of prof-
it. After Samajwadi member
Jaya Bachchan'’s disqualifica-
tion on this ground, there

" THE OPTIONS

A

What can be done now? ‘
®The law offers OToughost.
only one option: Convince
Amend the Parliament Sonia that an

(Prevention of
Disqualification)
Act, 1959, to include
more exemptions
through either a bill
or an ordinance. An
executive order will
not suffice

oEasiest:
Call a brief special
session of Parliame
and exempt mo
offices from th
profit ambit

were fears that these MPs
would also be handed similar
punishment by the commis-
sion, the deciding authority.

Although MPs of all par-
ties are affected under the law,
the Opposition had picked out
Sonia. BJP leader L.K. Advani
had said everything else was
an excuse, “Sonia ko bachana
hai”, a slight that struck the
Congress president straight at
the heart, sources said.

“Some people were trying
to create an ambience suggest-
ing as though the government
and Parliament were being us-
ed only to promote my interes-
ts,” Sonia said. “My only
pledge is to serve the nation
and Bharatiya society and pro-
tect its secular values.”

Downcast after the outrage
yesterday over the closing of
the budget session and the an-
nouncement of the ordinance,
her decision whipped the Con-
gress back to life as simnartare
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ordinance will

of now, Sonia
is againstit

Persuade all
affected MPs
to resign

descended on 10 Janpath in a
throwback to the scenes of
May 18, 2004, when she heard
the “inner voice” and declined
to be Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh said Sonia had once
again proved she was the
country’s “tallest leader and
has a rare commitment to
moral values which you don’t
find in plenty in our country”.

Later, when she climbed
the fender of a vehicle outside
her residence and the party of-
fice that stand cheek by jowl to
wave to the supporters gath-
ered outside, she towered over
everyone around.

For the moment, though,
by standing tall she appeared
to have rescued the govern-
ment from a deep crisis. Not
only has the BJP put the gov-
ernment on the mat for the or-
dinance, its ally, the Left, too,
has opposed the method of
ameanding the law. It does not,

ble fault

C/»/ h‘“

a
however, dismiss the grounds
for changing the law, with 10 of
its MPs being affected.

Nor does the BJP for that
matter or the Samajwadis, the
two that are causing the maxi-
mum noise about Sonia, be-
cause their MPs are in similar
trouble. Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi, the parliamentary af-
fairs minister, said several
MPs, like the BJP’s Arun Jait-
ley and Samajwadi member
Amar Singh, had been press-
ing for an amendment. |

The Prime Minister said: |
“There is no explicit decision |
as of now (on bringing the or-
dinance).... We have not con-
sidered the ordinance. All op-
tions are open. We will discuss
with other political parties
and strive to have the widest
possible consensus.”

Why this consensus was
not worked out before annou-
ncing the ordinance and end-
ing the Parliament session
was a question that went una-
nswered. Singh did say, thou-
gh, that Parliament was adjou-
rned as all parties wanted it to
be for the Assembly polls.

“This decision was not ma-
de yesterday. This decision
was made with the consent of
all political parties many days
ago that the House will recon-
vene after the elections.”

After Sonia’s resignation,
it is more than likely that all
parties will agree to pass a bill
to amend the law. In that case,
all that this drama will have as
its denouement is another
election in Rae Bareli.

“Main jaroor ladoongl
Rae Bareli se hi ladoo
Sonia said. e
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To bring in ordinance,
PA winds up session

Development Corpora-
tion), Karan Singh
(chairman, Indian
Council for Cultural
Relations), Union Min-
ister T Subbirami
Reddy (chairman, Tiru-
pati Trusf).

In fact, Somnath Chat-
terjee stayed away from
presiding over Lok
Sabha today on the
ground that he had been
named as one of the per-
sons holding an office of

profit. “Since my name
has been involved by
some members, it will
not be appropriate for
me tosit on the chair,” he
told reporters.

The  Government
move was made formal
when Lok Sabha re-as-
sembled at 4.30 pm.
Deputy Speaker Cha-

_ ranjit Singh Atwal said

he had received a re-
quest from the Govern-
ment and urged leaders

2 3 MAR 2006

ANILSHARMA

of political parties to
meet in the Speaker’s
chamber. Following this
announcement, he ad-
journed the house for ten
minutes.

Atwal returned and
said the Government
had requested the
Speaker that since there
was no government busi-
ness for the remaining
part of the budget ses-
sion, the House should
be adjourned sine die.

R =R
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‘The Prime Minister must continue to remake Indi
innovative in dealing with China and Pakisf

Walk the middle path,

HOLI BAS-
"ANT Nauroz.
Spring-time ar-
rived this week
A | on the Indo-

X Sl Gangetic plain
CRAJA  andonitswest-

MOHAN  em edges from

and Iran to the mountains and
steppes of Central Asia. As this
vast and tutbalent region cele-
brates the énd of winter and
the beginging of a new season
for somégrinig cleaning in In-
dia, espedially the cluttered for-
eign policy cupboard. '
Unless some old mind-sets
are discarded, quickly, India
* would find the dead weight of
the inherited baggage prevent-

of hope, itshouldbe amoment

ing it from taking full advan-
tage of the foreigapelicy op-

portunitiesathand. -~ -
The biggest concern for the
government shouldbe that the
price tag for whipping up ultra-
nationalism and sectarianism
against the US, by the CPM
and the BJP could soon show
up in India’s delicate negotia-

tionswith China and Pakistan. -

Short-term opportunism al-

ways has long-term costs. In -

May 1998, the communist par-
ties opposed the nuclear tests
and demanded, much like US
President Bill Clinton and the
Chinese leader, Jiang Zemin,
that India stop weaponisation
and deployment of nuclear
weapons. When . President
Bush was reversing Clinton’s
policy, the Left rallied the most
hawkish forces in the country
demanding an expansive mili-
tarynuclear programme in the
name of an “independent nu-
clear policy”.

The BJIP, which in fact offe-
red to place 14 reactors under
international safeguards, was
" now raising the bogey of a cap
onIndia’s nuclear programme.

Both the CPM and the BIP
chose to fire their guns from
the shoulders of the atomic en-
ergy establishment, which
brought to the fore all the ex-
cessive fears of the foreigner

nurtured during three decades
of technological isolation.

‘With the US largely conced-
ing the many demands of the
DAE, the scientists are now
smiling and have begun to reap
the first fruits of the nuciear en-
gagement — the Russian deci--
sion to supply fuel to the Tara-
pur reactors.

Al that the government has

to say now in response to the

BIP and CPM is that the “sci-

gious sectarianism?

These negative forces might
look good to the CPM when
dressed up as anti-imperialism.
But those very forces would
now undermine the effort to
resolve the two most sensitive
issues on the government’s for-
eign policy agenda — the
boundary question with China
and the Kashmir issue with
Pakistan. While chauvinism
disguised as anti-imperialism

)

Pakistan will not succeed with-
out tempering India’s territorial
nationalism and the slogans
that have gone with it — sover-
eignty, self-reliance and deep
suspicion of the outsider.

The boundary talks with
China and the Kashmir nego-
tiations with Pakistan demand a
conscious decision to side-step

long-held notions of terxitorial

sovereignty.
The Left is all for reconciliat-

It was the marginalisation of ultra-nationalist forces by
Manmohan Singh and George Bush that clinched the nuclear
deal. Building on that, Dr Singh should be able to say thata

rising India need no longer see itself as a besieged stzjte '

entists are happy”. Since they
were not willing to pose even
'the most obvious questions to
the scientists, the two parties
now have noleg to stand upon.

The tragedy is only partly
about the fact that both the
government and the opposi-
tion have allowed one depart-
ment to define the national se-
curity parameters by projecting
that science should be the faith.

What about the dredging

up of the worst fears about -
“the external world, the over-

determination of hational se-
curity, and the pandering to
ultra-nationalism and reli-
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By E
might be a cheap tactic against
the faraway US, ultra-pgtional-
ism is an uncontroliable mon-
ster in the negotiations with

If the Left found it easy to

tap into Muslith resentment

against the US, mobilising
Hindu national chauvinism
against China and Pakistan is
bread and butter for the BJP.
Unlike the nuclear question
with the US, the issues with
China and Pakistan are about
territory—which is at the core

of modern nationalisih and -

vulnerable to manipulation.
Negotiations with China and

ionwith China andPakistan, If
negotiationswith these countr-
ies are, however, put to the sa-
with the US, ultra-nationali
will trump them in no time.

‘When Parliament wakes up
to read that declaration on
guiding principles for the
boundary settlement with
China signed last April, it
would find a huge departure
from the Parliament resolution
of 1962 that demands the re-
turn of all territories “occu-
pied” by China.

Similarly the Kashmir talks
with Pakistan are in contradic-

s place in the world by being
n,says C. RAJA MOHAN

“tion to both the 1994 resolution

of Parliament which stipulates
that the entire J&K is part of
India and the 1972 Shimla
Agreement.

The liberals, who reject ult-
ra-nationalism and over-blown
security concerns, believe the
policy changes towards China
and Pakistan are welcome and
long overdue. But conserva-
tives, hawks and xenophobes,
who were mobilised in droves
against the nuclear deal with
the US, would be the very same
ones at the frontlines resisting
much needed compromises
with China and Pakistan.

The Left, which believes
China was always right on the
boundary issue, would find it
hard to sell that idea to those
who throw back notions of terri-
torial sovereignty at it.

_. It was Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Brajesh Mishra-who, by
stealth, engineered a pragma-
ticshift in India’s policies towa-
rds China and Pakistan, When
the BJP back-benchers realise
what Vajpayee-Mishra policies
really meant, you can expect
them to disown both initiatives.

Justashe got the nuclear dip-
lomacywith the US right, Man-
mohan Singh should continue
to take risks on foreign policy
towards China and Pakistan. In
the end the nuclear pact with
the US was not about technical
details on the nuclear separa-
tion plan. It was the marginali-
sation of ultra-nationalist for-
ces by Manmohan Singh and
Bush that clinched the nuclear
deal. Building on the success-
ful nuclear diplomacy, Man-
mohan Singh should be able to
say that a rising India need no
longer see itself as a besieged
national security state.

That liberalism, or neo-lib-
eralism if you will, is opening
historic opportunities for the
transformation of India’s con-
dition within the region and
the world should be the con-
viction that should guide
Manmohan Singh’s foreign
policy experimentation with
China and Pakistan.




CPM warns Centre, agam

&

Statesman News Service ,‘}4\?*\ ‘(K Elaborating on the JUSt con a%ed

NEW DELHI, March 13.
Opposing the Indo-US strategic part-
nership and moves to introduce FDI
[in retail and mining sectors, the CPI-
M today warned the government that
the Left would join hands with other
“like-minded” parties to protest the
UPA’s “violation” of the Common
Minimum Programme on foreign and
economic policy issues.

“On a number of policy matters, the
UPA government is going ahead
despite opposition by us and other
parties. The CPI-M will work with
other parties to raise these matters
inside and outside Parliament and
chalk out the future course of action
after the Assembly elections,” party
general secretary Mr Prakash Karat
told reporters here.

/

central committee meeting, he sald
other Left parties, like the CPI-
would also make an overall assess~
ment of the political situation after the
Assembly poll.

Maintaining that the party was
“totally opposed” to the Indo-US
strategic partnership and India’s par-
ticipation in the US-led democracy
initiative, Mr Karat said there has
been no official word as yet to object
to President George Bush’s state-
ments during his visit here about
“regime change” in several countries,
including Iran, Cuba and Zimbabwe.

He  said  institutions  like
International Center for Democratic
Transition where India would be rep-
resented “is a known CIA platform
where the US agency pumps in dollars
for seeking to overthrow regimes.
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wéovt pledges .
\“> more for poor
banks on growth

of Rs 1,72,728 crore and non-
plan expenditure of Rs
3,91,263 crore. With total ex-
penditure pegged at Rs
© 5,63,991 crore, revenue collec-
tions are estimated at Rs 4,03,
465 crore and revenue expen-
diture at Rs 4,88,192 crore.
Consequently, revenue
deficit is estimated at Rs
84,727 crore, which is 2.1 per
cent of GDP. The fiscal
deficit is estimated at
1,48,686 crore, which is 3.8
per cent GDP, returning back
to adhering to the FRBM tar-
get of reducing revenue and
fiscal deficts by 0.5 and 0.3
per cent of GDP annually.
_ Providinga number of inno-
vative measures to boost agri-
culture and rural develop-
‘ment, Chidambaram
announced concessional in-
terest of seven per cent for
short-term loans taken by
farmers for kharif and rabi
crops. This will cost the exche-
‘quer Rs 1700 crore in 2006-07.
Abolishing the one-by-six
scheme for madatory filing of
‘income tax returns, he recast
‘the provisions relating to sav-
ings. Fixed deposits of more
than five years in banks will
.now be brought under Section
80 C of the Income Tax Act.
‘He also removed the limit of
Rs 10,000 in respect of pen-
sion fund contributions under
Section 80 CCC subject to
overall ceiling of Rs one lakh.
* Chidambaram said the gov-
ernment was determined to
boost the rate of economic ex-
pansion to 10 percent in com-
ing years from an estimated

8.1 percent in the current fis-

cal year. “The assault on
poverty and unemployment
continues. I believe that
growth is the best antidote to

poverty,” he told Parliament.
Markets mostly liked the
budget. The Sensex, which hit
a record at the start of trade,
was nearly one per cent up on
the day. The rupee was firm
against the dollar but the yield
on the benchmark 10-year
government bond rose on the
prospect of slightly higher net
borrowing. Analysts also wel-
comed government measures
to improve India’s weak infra-
structure and promote con-
sumption. Progress inboth ar-
easis seen as key to growth.
“It is a budget for the long-
term investor in the Indian
economy,” said Uday Kotak,
Executive Vice-Chairman and
Managing Director, Kotak
Mahindra Bank.
Chidambaram set a fiscal
deficit target of 3.8 percent of
gross domestic product for the
next fiscal year which, if
achieved, will be the lowest
since economic reforms began
in 1991. He said the 2005/06
deficit would come in lower
than expected at 4.1 percent.
He said the government

* had focused on fiscal pru-

dence in the financial year
ending March 31. “However,
our success should not tempt
us to stray from this path and
we shallnotdoso.”

— (With agencies)
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More gap now between o y |
Government, Left: Bardhan *

“Stability of the Government hinges on adherence to common minimum programme’

_ | Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Admitting that the gap
between the Government and
"1 the Left parties had “widened”
' | over the past few months, the
Communist Party of India (CPI)
general secretary A, B. Bardhan
- on Sunday said, the “stability
* | and longevity” of the present dis-
» | pensation would depend on its

* 1 “strict adherence to the National

Common Minimum Programme
(NCMP).”

Further, he accused the Gov-
ernment of taking unilateral de-
cisions — particularly on issues
relating to the economy and for-
eign policy — and said the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)-Left
coordination committee meet-
ings had been turned into an ex-
ercise akin to a “post-mortem.”
On the foreign policy front, the
CPI charge is that the Govern-
ment was toeing the line taken
by the Bharatiya Janata Party-
led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA). “The NDA foreign
policy was not only tilting to-
wards the U.S. but also surren-
dering to it.”

Briefing mediapersons after a
daylong meeting of the CPI na-
tional executive — called specifi-
cally to review the performance
of the Government over the past
20 months — Mr. Bardhan said,

« Government toeing the fine of NDA in foreign policy

o CPI would pin the government to its commitment

o Would oppose FDI In retall sector

“we want to stay in [this arrange-
ment] but it is not our job alone
to keep the UPA in power.”

Also, he laid down the basic
measures the Government ought
to take to ensure its longevity.
These include introduction of
the Women’s Reservation Bill in
its original form besides the Un-
organised Workers’ Bill and a
separate legislation for agricul-
tural workers; accepting the Left
parties’ amendments to ‘The
Scheduled Tribes (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Bill, 2005’; and

withdrawal of the proposed
move to introduce Foreign Di-
rect Investment in the retail sec-
tor.

Making an oblique reference
to Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s comment in the Lok Sab-
ha on some members having a
greater concern for organised
workers while reiterating his
Government’s commitment to
all workers in all sectors of the
economy — which CPI member
Gurudas Dasgupta immediately
stated was a dig at the Left par-

ties — Mr. Bardhan said: “if this
is so, then we want to pin the
Government to this
commitment.”

However, Mr. Bardhan re-
fused to set a time limit for the
Government to implement the
basic steps the CPI wants it to
take to ensure its longevity. To a
specific question on how much
time the CPI was willing to give
the Government for meeting its
demands, he said, “let us see how
they respond.”

The national executive also
adopted a resolution on the Rail-
way Budget and described it as
“disappointing if not highly dis-
tressing” as its thrust “appears to
be in the direction of privatisa-
tion, outsourcing, and catering
mainly to the needs of the af-
fluent middle-class.”

“Modi has lost moral right to continue”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Communist Party
of India on Sunday said the Na-
rendra Modi Government in
Gujarat had lost the moral right
to continue in office after its in-
dictment by a Mumbai Sessions
Court in the Best Bakery case. A
resolution to this effect was

passed by the national executive
of the party which met here.

In view of the twists and turns
of the Best Bakery case, the CPI
is also of the view that other ma-
jor cases of the Gujarat carnage
of 2002 — particularly the Nadia
Patia and Gulmarg Housing So-
ciety killings — should also be
independently investigated by

o Hing,,

Central Government agencies
and trials transferred to courts
outside Gujarat.

The national executive also
adopted a resolution on the Jes-
sica Lal murder case and de-
manded that the Delhi police
reopen the trial and set up mech-
anism of investigation to bring
the guilty to book.




Lalu Discovers AC’s Cool

Trains Sights On High-FIilers | Offers Off-Season Discounts

By Shankar Raghuraman/TIG - ')l,/éVailable after taking care of work-
A\

New Delhi: Lalu Prasad may l?gve '
built his political career on emo-
tive pitches to the “garib”, but his
budget on Friday has plenty of
goodies for the well-heeled, aimed
at wooing them away from airlines.

He, therefore, took the unprece-
dented step of slashing first class
AC fares by up t0 26% and AC 2-tier
fares by up to 30%, while leaving
second class fares largely un-
touched. On average, first class AC
fares will drop 18% and AC 2-tier
fares by 10%.

The strategy is based on the “in-
crease volumes-reduce unit costs”
mantra that has served the rail-
ways handsomely in 2005-06, leav-
ing it with a record fund balance of
Rs 11,280 crore. The strategy —
helped by the boom in the economy
and in exports — also meant that
almost 16 paise of every ru-
pee earned through
freight and pas-
senger traf-
fic was

ing expenses, a far cry from only
five years ago when just a little
more than a paisa for every rupee
was left over after covering routine
expenses.

Buoyed by healthy finances, Lalu
has offered off-season discounts for
passengers between January 15 and
April 15 and then from July 15 to
September, though there is a flip
side to that — you might have to pay
more during peak season.

There will also be a relatively
low-cost AC option available for
some, with Lalu announcing a ful-
ly air-conditioned “garib rath”
with fares 25% lower than
the current
AC 3-tier

" automatic

rates. This, however, will start only
as a pilot project on four yet-to-be-
announced routes.

Among other good news for pas-
sengers is the fact that charges
levied for issuing e-tickets will
come down and i-tickets and e-tick-
ets can also be bought through rail
travel service agents. The Mumbai
suburban area will also have 200
ticket-vending ma-
chines.

The railway minister
promised that archi-
tects would be
drafted into the

task of making stations more beau-
tiful, comfortable and modern-
looking. If you happen to travel on
the Taj Express, Sampoorn Kranti
Express, Vrindavan Express or
Vaishali Express, you could check
out the new coaches with “‘world
class passenger amenities and inte-
riors”. The LHB coaches now used
on the Delhi-Lucknow Shatabdi
and Mumbai Rajdhani will be ex-
tended to some more Rajdha-
nis — including the
ones to Sealdah and
Patna — and
Shatabdis.
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Clock ticks
on N—dea!, ﬁ
Iran rovi‘fS‘”““

OURSPECIAL (‘\ <
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 22: The gov-
ernment urgently wants to
placate the Left on the Iran
vote and Indo-US nuclear pact,
but is struggling to find the
time before President George
W. Bush’s visit.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh made his Iran state-
ment in both Houses on Febru-
ary 20 and will make one on
the nuclear deal on February
27. But it’s unclear if he can
concede the second and
tougher part of the Left’s de-
mand — for clarifications on
his statements.

The Lok Sabha lacks a rule
allowing members to ask ques-
tions on a minister’s state-
ment, but the Rajya Sabha has
one. Often, it is the question-
answer session that throws
light on the stickier aspects
of an issue, drawing the gov-
ernment out on areas con-
cealed or glossed over in a
statement.

Given the political implica-
tions of Iran and the nuke
deal, the Left expects to get
more out of the Prime Minis-
ter’s clarifications than his
statements.

An earlier schedule, drawn
up by the business advisory
committees and parliamen-
tary affairs minister PR. Das
Munshi, had slated a discus-
sion on Iran for February 23 in
both Houses, leaving enough
time for clarifications.

The assumption was that
Parliament would have fin-
ished its other crucial pre-
budget business -— adopting

the motion of thanks on the
President’s address — today.
This exercise is preceded by
speeches from the leaders of
the Opposition and the Prime
Minister’s reply.

But L.K. Advani, leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, upset the timetable by
insisting he needed an hour
for his speech. So, Advani’s
speech and the Prime Minis-
ter’s reply were put off for to-
morrow (the Upper House cov-
ered the motion today).

The Iran discussion will
begin immediately after that.
Das Munshi said there would
be no question or zero hours
and no lunch break either. But
because every political party
has lined up one or more
speakers, sources said, the
proceedings may drag on till
late at night and it wasn'’t cer-
tain if the Prime Minister
could give his clarifications in
the Upper House.

“There is no hard-and-fast
rule that clarifications must
be given immediately (after a
statement). So it doesn’t mat-
ter when the PM replies,” a
source said.

Ditto for the nuke pact
statement. Singh will make it
on February 27 after the eco-
nomic survey is tabled.

The Union budget will be
presented on February 28. The
House can resume business
after this, but the Centre
wants the budget to hold com-
plete sway on Tuesday.

After that, Bush would be
in India. “We hope the Left
would not demand the Prime
Minister’s clarifications when

Bush is here,” the source said. ’



to Mulford

¢ recall

NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. —
In a friendly, diplomatic
gesture, seen as India’s
determination not to vitiate
the atmosphere ahead of
the visit of the US Pres--
ident George W Bush, the
Prime Minister, Dr Man-
mohan Singh, today made
it clear that there was no
question of recall of the US
ambassador Mr David
Mulford on account of his
recent remarks, He reject-
ed the demand for Mr
Mulford’s recall, mainly
made by the Left support-

ers, but sought to commis-

erate with them, saying that
he “shared the sentiments
of the members” (Left par-
ties).

He dismissed criticism
over the Muslim head
count in the Armed Forces
and the charge of appease-
ment by creation of a sepa-
rate ministry for minority
affairs. He also deprecated
attempts to play politics
over the cartoon issue and
asked parties to exercise
“utmost restraint”. He was
replying to a three-day dis-
cussion in the Rajya Sabha
on the motion of thanks to
the President’s address.
The motion was adopted by
the House by voice vote.

About the alleged move
for a head count of Mus-
lims in the Armed Forces,
Dr Singh asserted that the
forces would continue to
remain “apolitical, secular,
professional and merit-
based”. He denied the
charge of minority appea-
sement by the creation of a
separate ministry of minor-
ity affairs. In a democracy

W

the government must be
committed to welfare of
weaker sections, he pointed
out. There was need for
“relevant data” about wel-
fare of minorities and the
Rajindar Sachar Comm-
ittee’s questionnaire in this
regard was an “academic
exercise” for better target-
ing of development pro-
grammes, he said,

“We assure the House
that the Armed Forces will
continue to remain apoliti-
cal, secular, professional
and merit-based”, he said
alluding to the BJP’s criti-
cism that such a move
would lead to communali-
sation of forces. “We are
committed to the welfare of
minorities and their social
and economic develop-
ment,” he said.

“We have the greatest
respect for all religions.
India’s commitment to tol-
erance is unshakable but
statements by some sec-
tions of our people are not
acceptable. I am sure all
political and religious lead-
ers would do nothing to
inflame public opinion and
exercise utmost restraint in
a democratic way to make
our point of view reason-
ably restrained.” His appar-
ent allusion was to a state-
ment by a Uttar Pradesh
minister who had offered a
reward of Rs 51 crore and
gold to anyone killing the
Danish cartoonist.

He also dismissed
charges that his govern-
ment was deviating from
the National Common
Minimum Programme and
asserted the UPA coalition
stood by it. His scheduled
reply in the Lok Sabha was
postpaned to tomorrow:
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NATIONAL INTEREST GUIDES POLICY: KALAM

Closer ties with
USAﬁon the anvil

NEW DELHI, Feb. 16. —
Spelling out the Centre’s
policies and its agenda in
the midst of attacks from
various quarters, especial-
ly the UPA government’s
Left allies on an Iranian
nuclear imbroglio, Presi-
dent Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam today sought to
counter such criticism
asserting that “enlight-
ened national interest”
determined the govern-
ment’s economic and for-
eign policies.

The President show-
cased the Manmohan
Singh government’s
“achievements” in econo-
my and international rela-
tions, spoke of its growing
association with world
powers and highlighted its
reform measures, includ-
ing the move to boost for-
eign direct investment
(FDI), to place the coun-
try’s economy on the fast
track. Dr Kalam was
‘addressing a joint session
of both Houses of
Parliament.

Strongly defending
India’s growing bonds
with the US, the President
spoke of major initiatives
that were underway for
expansion of investment,
trade and technology
transfers and a framework
for defence cooperation
with Washington.

Clearly warming up to
President George W

;

1000

airports
NEW DELHI, Feb. 16.~—
-Declaring the government's.
intention to create world
class airports In the coun-
try, the President foday
said a comprehensive civil
aviation policy was on the
anvil and “plans are being
made for the modernisation
and devalopment of
Kolkata and Chennai
airports” — 8NS

Bush’s forthcoming visit,
Dr Kalam noted that the
relations between the two
countries were undergo-
ing a “substantial” trans-
formation. “We attach
high  importance to
strengthening our rela-
tions with our global eco-
nomic partners. Our rela-
tions with the US under-
went a substantial trans-
formation in 2005 and we
carry forward our strate-
gic partnership based on
the 18 July (2005) joint
statement of the Prime
Minister and the US
President,” Dr Kalam
noted.

He said the government
expected that the country
may gain access to inter-
national cooperation for
enlargement “of our
nuclear energy sector
based on the reciprocal
commitments of India
and the US in the joint
statement,” adding
Parliament would be
“apprised of the on-going
discussions on this subject

in this session.”

He iterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to a
composite dialogue
process with Pakistan. He
expressed India’s deter-
mination to wage a relent-
less war against terrorism.

Dr Kalam said the gov-
ernment wouid step up
infrastructure develop-
ment in ports, roads,
power, airports, telecom
and railways to sustain
high growth.

The President said
efforts would be made to
make India an IT hard-
ware manufacturing hub.
The President announced
a Rs 14,000 crore package
for reviving cooperatives
and hinted at amend-
ments to the Essential
Commodities Act, APMC
Act to boost farm devel-
opment. Promising to
keep inflation moderate
despite the surging global
oil prices, he said the gov-
ernment would launch a
10-year National
Manufacturing Initiative
that would act as a driving
force for employment and
economic growth and
evolve a policy framework
for development of petro-
leum, chemical and petro-
chemical investment
regions with $10 billion in
each location.

The BIP today
described the President’s
address as lifeless, dull
and lacking in direction.

Kalam predicts over 8

per cent growth, page 9
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sticking to its stand that the
reality of the threat from a nu-
clear Iran and the obduracy of
its Mullahs are too obvious to
be ignored. .
Talking about the concept
of non-alignment, regarding
which the Left has accused
the government of diluting its
commitment, Singh said it |
was “always an expression of [
. our enlightened national in-
terest and I dare say, will re-
main so... The underlying phi-
losophy was that issues would
be judged on merits rather
than in a mechanical or deter-
ministic manner”. Incidental-
ly, several NAM members had
voted against. Iran at the
IAEA.But in Parliament, the
UPA may find few partners to tan-
go with on crucial issues. The gov-
ernment, however, put up a brave
front and said that it was ready to
face any possible no-confidence
motion or the Left’s threat to bring
the government “on its knees”

over the Iran issue.

With Iran, Quattarocchi, Volck-
er and Buta Singh echoing in the
House, the government may find
itself being targeted not just by the
opposition but by its own allies.
“We are a competent government.

~
B

‘e have in-built efficiency to
confront any situation. Let
thgse bringing the motion {no-
nfidence) tell the date and
e issue. We are ready,” parlia-
mentary affairs minister P R
Dasmunsi said at a press confer-
ence on the eve of the session
when asked about SP’s plans to
bring a no-confidence motion.
Mr Dasmunsi said while the
overnment was ready for a de-
é{e on any issue, it will appeal
Lto party leaders and the chair to
give priority to financial busi-
ness.

The Left-Congress sparring
in Parliament is likely to get
louder on economic issues as
well during the session, being
held in the shadow of assembly
elections in states like Kerala and
West Bengal. The Left, which has
been opposing FDI in retail trade
and privatisation of Delhi and
Mumbai airports, has already giv-
en its wish list for the budget and
would like it to look like a ‘pro-

s Are Made On Merit, Not
, Says Manmohan

people’ budget. While the budget
is being presented in Parliament
on February 28, the Economic
Survey will be on February 27 and
the Railway Budget on February
24 after Question Hour.

India’s policy on Iran’s nuclear
programme, the Supreme Court
judgement on Bihar assembly dis-
solution last year and farmers’
problems will be discussed on a
priority in the session, Lok Sabha
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee said
after a meeting with leaders of po-
litical parties.

The government, which has
listed 25 bills for introduction dur-
ing the session, is planning 20
bills, including the Communal
Harmony bill, for consideration.
However, the women’s reserva-
tion bill does not find place in the
list of priorities.”Stormy setting is
not a new thing. Government
should cool the opposition by giv-
ing positive information to count-
er the disinformation campaign,”
Mr Dasmunsi said.
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NO-CONFIDENCE VOTE I Party board unanimous

SP to grill UPA over

Iran in Pa;llaent

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
. NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 15

HE  Samajwadi

Party parliamen-
tary board has
unanimously de-
cided to bring in a no-confi-
" dence motion against the Con-
gress-led UPA government
during the Budget session of
Parliament, if India votes in
favour of a non-nuclear Iran at
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency next month.
Speaking to the media, par-
liamentary board leader Ram
Gopal Yadav and party whip
Mohan Singh said, “We have
watched the UPA government
vote against Iran twice before,
and we have never been in
favourof it. The party will wait
and see how the government
votes on March 6. If it votes
against Iran again, we will bring
in the no-confidence vote.”
Both Yadav and Singh said
the party was confident of gar-
nering the support of 55 MPs
required to bring in the confi-
‘dence motion, The SP has only
38 MPs in the Lok Sabha, and
the rules require that the party
must garner the support of at
least 10 per cent of the total
strength of the House.
Said Yadav, “We will dis-
close the names of those who

M)ﬂ ROA

Samajwadi Party leader Ram Gopal Yadav, Left leader D Raja
and BJP leader V K Malhotra during the all-party meeting
called by the Election Commissioner at Nirvachan Sadan In
New Delhi on Wednesday. PT/

will support us after March 6.”

Mohan Singh waved away
suggestions of support from the
Left, which has also taken a

look into all the lakhs of tele-

phone tapping cases ordered

by the central government”.
On the charges raised by

similar stand on Iran, saying, “If " tebel MP Raj Babbar; Yadav

the Left supports the motion,
then the government falls.”
The party has decided to
take the government totask on
a range of issues during the
Budget session, from the
Quattrochitangle toFDI inre-
tail businesses. Said Yadav,
“We will certainly bring up the
Quattrocchiissue and the gov-
ernment’s role in de-freezing
the Italian’s bank accounts in
London. We know about the
close relations between Quat-

trocchi and important people

in this government.”
The SP leaders have also
asked for a “sitting judge to

said, “We know who is paying
him to say these things. He has
been commissioned by DD to
produce a 150-part serial—you
can drawyour own inferences.”
Singh, however, said therc
was no need to “draw infer-
ences” from the visit of Israel
Ambassador to SP leader and
UP CM, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav. The Congress had ac-
cused Mulayam Singh Yadav
of duplicity, as he hobnobbed
with representatives of pro-US
countries, even as he decried
the Iran vote. Said Singh, “He
wasin Lucknow and it was just
acourtesy callon our leader.”
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Left parties convey “deep concern”

over the Centre’s decisions n o

To insist on debate in Parliament on the Iran nuclear issue

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Monday conveyed their “deep
concern” at the manner in which
the Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment had gone ahead with im-
portant policy decisions, and
said that they would insist on a
debate in Parliament on the Iran
nuclear issue.

“People should know how
Parliament looks at the Iran nu-
clear issue. The Government
should heed the voice of Parlia-
ment at the March 6 meeting [of
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency]. What the Govern-
ment does, we would take stock
after that,” said Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) general sec-
retary Prakash Karat. He was
addressing media persons at a
briefing by the Left parties after
the coordination committee
meeting with the United Pro-

o Call for a full discussion on implications of vote on Iran

o “Stand on Iran has nothing to do with the minorities”

gressive Alliance.

The Government had voted
with the United States and the
European Union-3 in the IAEA
Board, preparing the ground for
referral to the UN. Security
Council.

There was, therefore, a need
for a full discussion on the impli-
cations. The Left parties were
clear that if the Government vot-
ed against Iran, they would mark
their protest in an effective man-
ner.

During the meeting, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
Defence Minister Pranab Muk-
herjee explained the Govern-
ment’s stand vis-a-vis Iran and
sought to know the nature of dis-

lla".{:-ﬂ‘,“L‘ U

cussion sought by the Left par-
ties in Parliament.

The Left leaders said their ap-
proach was not related to the
coming elections in West Bengal
and Kerala. Their stand on Iran
had nothing to do with the mi-
norities, and their attitude
would be the same even if Iran
consisted of people from anoth-
er community.

“Unproductive exercise”

Mr. Karat said the Left parties
had told the UPA that during the
past 20 months they had sub-
mitted 19 notes on a range of
issues. But in their assessment,
the exercise was not as produc-
tive ag it should have been. (In a

. \
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separate briefing, Union Fi-

nance Minister P. Chidambaram

said the effort was to reduce the '

areas of disagreement and en-
large the areas of agreement.)

The Left leaders said the Gov-
ernment had decided to hand
over the Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports to private companies even
though there were serious ques-
tions about the bidding process.
Similarly, on foreign direct in-
vestment in retail trade, the
Government’s decision to allow
51per cent for single brand cate-
gory was taken despite the Left’s
opposition.

The Left parties told the UPA
that they would be raising these
issues both inside and outside
Parliament and also talk to other
parties.

See also Page 12




“Army census not vihat it seems’

A 'J'“»
Statesman News Service (}’ \)@i\ b

NEW DELHI, Feb. 13. — As a controversy
raged over reports that a head count of
Muslim personnel in the armed forces had
been commissioned, the Congress-led UPA
government and the high-level committee
purportedly entrusted with the job said its
mandate was different from what the people
were being given to understand. The Army
chief, General JJ Singh, stressed: “The Army
is and will remain an apolitical, secular and
professional force”.

Soon after the BJP-Sangh Parivar and the
JD-U described the supposed census as “divi-
sive, communal and anti-national”, the Justice
Rajindar Sachar Committee and the Prime
Minister’s Office contended that the panel’s
mandatc was to prepare a report on the cur-
rent “social, economic and educational status
of the Muslim community of India”.

The committee spokesman, Mr S Zafar
Mahmood, said no specific questions had been
put to any wing of the defence forces or the
defence ministry regarding any action that
ever had been taken by the forces in the past.

- ni 4 -
Thle)c(ongmittec g\sk sln'ﬁ it had not asked the
armed forces any!question about the 1948
Hyderabad “operation” and the 1999 Kargil
war with Pakistan.

The Prime Minister’s media adviser, Mr
Sanjaya Baru, said: “After having constituted
the committee (in March last year), the PMO
has not been involved with its functioning™.
The seven-member committee was given 15
months to submit its report.

In his statement, Mr Mahmood said the
information the panel had sought about
Muslims did not pertain to only those in the
armed forces. “The committee also denies the
media report that specifically mentions (that)
information (had been sought) about the level
and number of Muslims in the Army. In fact,
the committee is deeply upset to see these ref-
erences associated with the media,” the state-
ment read. Stressing that it was fully aware of
and valued the intrinsic importance of the
armed forces, the committee said there was no
way it would ever ask any question that might
in any manner be even “remotely prejudicial
to the interests of the nation which must
always remain supreme”.

Editorial: Sad precedent, page 6



Left parties
to talk tough

with UPA '

3\»)??(

a/

No agenda set for Coordination
Committee meeting, says Karat

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI: The Left parties plan
some plainspeaking at the Coor-
dination Committee meeting
with the United Progressive Alli-
ance on Monday. The meeting
takes place in the backdrop of
their disagreement with the
Manmohan Singh Government
over its approach to economic
policies and on the Iran nuclear
issue.

“We will tell them there is no
point in taking up issues at the
Coordination Committee if the
Government does what it wants
to. There is no agenda [for Mon-
day’s meeting],” Communist
Party of India (Marxist) general
secretary Prakash Karat told
The Hindu.

Mr. Karat said the Left parties
saw little point in making a con-
tribution in the form of exhaus-
tive notes. For instance, the
Government decided to open up
the retail sector for foreign di-
rect investment even as the note
submitted by the Left parties
was under discussion.

Similarly, they had prepared a
note, making out a case against
privatisation of the Delhi and
Mumbai airports, that had sug-
gested the Airports Authority of
India carry out the modernisa-
tion. Yet, the Government went
ahead with its own decision.

There is considerable disquiet
among the Left parties, especial-
ly in the wake of a perception
that the Coordination Commit-
tee meetings — of which eight
have been held so far — end up
with the Government “merely

Low 008

informing” them of its plans. For
some time now, constituents in
the Left have articulated the in-
efficacy of the mechanism,

The All-India Forward Bloc
and the Revolutionary Socialist
Party have been vocal in criticis-
ing the attitude of the Congress.
The leaders of these parties, be it
Debabrata Biswas (AIFB) or
Abani Roy (RSP), have main-
tained that the Government
took decisions in spite of their
opposition, which led to a per-
ception that the Left parties had
given their consent.

Since Monday’s meeting
comes ahead of the Budget ses-
sion, the Left parties are likely to
tell the Government of their
plans for a full discussion on the
Iran issue, their opposition to
the privatisation of airports and
FDI in the retail sector.

Separate press meet

Indicating that the Left par-
ties planned to keep their dis-
tance from the Congress-led
Government, their representa-
tives would hold a separate press
conference after the Coordina-
tion Committee meeting instead
of sharing the platform, as has
been the practice.

The meeting would be preced-
ed by a meeting of the CPI (M),
the CPI, the AIFB and the RSP.

The CPI(M) plans to coordi-
nate with other parties in Parlia-
ment. At its Kolkata meeting, the
Polit Bureau decided to review
the UPA Government’s per-
formance and work out appro-
priate steps in consultation with
other Left parties.

THE HINCU



Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Initiating steps to
broad-base the campaign on the
Iran nuclear issue and increase
pressure on the Manmohan
Singh Government ahead of the
March 6 meeting of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) held discussions with
the Samajwadi Party here on
Saturday.

| The SP, which like the Left
supports the United Progressive
Alliance Government from out-

| side, has backed the Left stand
on Iran.

The SP chief and Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav on arrival from
Lucknow drove down to the CPI
(M) party office for a 30-minute
meeting with its general secre-
tary Prakash Karat.

First step

The meeting was the first step
| taken by the CPI (M) after it
announced in Kolkata {o seek
the support of other political
parties within and outside the
UPA and forge joint platforms
with them on issues including
Iran, Foreign Direct Investment
in retail trade and other conten-
tious issues.

TDP backs SP

It also came ir thie backdrop of
the Telugu Desam Party offering

400 0 ap

CPI (M) steps up,
campaign é‘gamst i
overnment on Iran

Complete understanding with SP, says Karat

9,

o Chandrababu Naidu supports SP’s no-trust plan

o ‘Meeting in furtherance of Polit Bureau decision’

* Congress policies hurting interests of people: SP chief

support to the SP on the pro-
posed no confidence motion it
planned to move against the
UPA Government in the coming
Parliament session. The TDP of-
fer came at Lucknow after a
meeting between Mr. Mulayam
Singh Yadav and TDP chief N.
Chandrababu Naidu. However,
it is understood, that the SP
would take a view on this after a
discussion at its parliamentary
party meeting.

Mr. Karat told correspond-
ents here after meeting Mr. Mu-
layam Singh that there was
complete understanding with
the SP on various issues includ-
ing Iran and in opposing the visit
of U.S. Presidenf George Bush,
next month.

He said the meeting was to
further the decision of the Polit
Bureau to coordinate with dif-
ferent political parties, both in-
side and outside the UPA.

Full-fledged discussion

He said the plan was to have a
full-fledged discussion in Parlia-
ment on the Iran issue ahead of
the March 6 meeting.

“This would determine what
Parliament feels and if, even af-
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ter this, the Government goes
ahead [and votes against Iran]
we will see how to express our
disapproval in Parliament...”

The SP president said there
was a need for a non-Congress,
non-BJP political alternative in
the country.

He said while the Bharatiya
Janata Party was keen on push-
ing the ‘Hindutva’ agenda, the
Congress was taking decisions
that went against the interests of
the people.

Mr. Yadav said that opening
up of the retail sector would hit
hard thousands of smail and re-
tail traders in the country.

Earligr, in Lucknow the TDP
joined the attack against the
UPA Government for opposing
Iran’s nuclear programme, with
Mr. Naidu saying that the Man-
mohan Singh Government had
acted against the spirit of
non-alignment.

“India is a big and secular na-
tion... supporting the United
States’ policy under pressure is
not a good omen for the country
politically,” Mr. Naidu was quot-

ed by agencies as saying aftera

meeting with the SP president
there.
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the dock: Kara

‘“We want discussion on Iran’

Marcus Dam

KOLKATA: The United Progressive
Alliance Government will face
problems ifit insists onreferring
Iran’s nuclear programme to the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil, general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist)
Prakash Karat said here on
Friday.

“We are prepared to put the
Government in the dock in Par-
liament on the Iran nuclear is-
sue prior to the next meeting of
International Atomic Energy
. Agency on March 6,” he said.

Every discussion between the
Left parties and the UPA on con-
tentious issues is being taken as
a concurrence and a consensus,
and alternative proposals made
by the Left were not being taken
seriously.

“The UPA Government seems
to think that discussions are suf-
ficient for it to go ahead with
steps to implement piecemeal
things it wants to do,” he said.

“We are asking for a discus-
sion and not a vote on the Iran
issue. The Government will have
to explain its stand [on the mat-
ter]..after that we are free to
take any step in Parliament to
bring the Government to heel.
We will ensure that it is not
made possible for the Govern-
ment to take a stand against
Iran’s interests”.

Mr. Karat pointed out that it
was not just a question of India’s
relations with Iran. “It is a wider
one over an independent foreign
policy. The Government is talk-
ing on the basis of ‘enlightened
national interest’; we believe it is
succumbing to  American
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pressure.”

Widespread opposition

The party’s Polit Bureau,
which met here over the past
two days, has “expressed its un-
happiness at the way policy mat-
ters are being decided by the
UPA Government”, Mr Karat
said. “There is widespread oppo-
sition to allowing foreign direct |
investment in retail trade... it
[the Polit Bureau] has decided to
mobilize all political parties and
support the traders and mer-
chants organizations in the
country to put up an effective
resistance to the opening up of
retail trade.”

On privatisation of the Mum-
bai and Delhi airports, he said,
“Here again, the Left parties had
given a written note objecting to
the move after repeated efforts
to dissuade the Government not

to proceed  with the
privatisation.”
Review of performance

The Polit Bureau, he said, has
decided to review the Govern-
ment’s overall performance..it
had decided to consult other
Left parties and take appropri-
ate steps after all the parties had
consultations on the matter.
“We are going to meet the other
Left parties in the morning and
convey our stand [on the conten-
tious issues] to the UPA at the
UPA-Left coordination commit-
tee meeting later in the day on
February13.”

Mr. Karat said, “We are not
bound by any coalition. We g€
taking stock of these devgiop-
ments.”



~~ GCPA J Foreigners Act to be
amended, person to be given fair
hearing before he’s judged: Govt

'Eye on Assam

polls, UPA to
amend law Oll
o \'\/i"egah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 10

ITH an eye on the
Assam elections
barely three mo-
nths away, the UPA govern-
ment today decided to amend
the Foreigners Act to ensure
“fair hearing” to a person be-
fore declaring him a foreigner.

The decision was taken by
the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs, chaired by
the Prime Minister. In July last

‘year, the Supreme Court
struck down the controversial
Illegal Migrants Determina-
tion by Tribunals (IMDT) Act.
After the court decision, a
Group of Ministers (GoM)
was set up to study the ruling
and decide on further action.

The GoM, headed by the
Prime Minister who’s a Rajya
Sabha MP from Assam, de-
cided to utilise provisions un-
der the Foreigners’ Act and
set up tribunals for determina-
tion of illegal migrants.

Briefing reporters, De-
fence Minister Pranab Muk-
herjee said that the QCPA
took a decision that before a
person is declared a for-
eigner, his or her case shall be
referred to a tribunal and he
or she will be given fuli oppor-
tunity of being heard.

The tribunals would be set
up under the Foreigners Act
that give authority to the Gov-
ermnment for setting up such

MS’ he said.

The Prime Minister, during

his visit to Assam last month,

11777 008

had assured minorities that all
necessary stepswould be taken
to protect their legitimate in-
terests in the wake of the scrap-
ping of the IMDT Act and
there would be no harrass-
ment of genuine citizens.

But today’s decision means
that anty illegal Bangladeshi im-
migrant in Mumbai or Delhi
stum can now demand a fair
hearing just as he would in As-
sam. In short, it won’t be easy

He chairs the CCPA

deportingllegal imnHgrants,

The IMDT Actwas brought
forward some 20yearsback by
the Congress government.
The BJP and AGP had been
opposed to the Act from the
very ey were of
the view tat e law had failed
in identifying and deporting il-
legal migrants.

Under the IMDT Act, the
onus of proving one’s national-
ity or otherwise was on the
complainant. The previous
AGP government in Assam
had initiated the process to re-
peal the IMDT, but the Con-
gress, after coming to power,
overturned its decision and
supported its continuance.
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COORDINATION PANEL MEETING LIKELY

Left for House

-

debate on

SNS & PTI

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. —
Unhappy over India’s
stand at the IAEA on
Iran’s disputed nuclear
programme, Left parties
today said the govern-
ment’s move was not in
conformity with its inde-
pendent foreign policy
and demanded a debate
on the issue in Parliament
ahead of the crucial
March meeting of the
nuclear watchdog.

The Left also expressed
concern over the manner
in which the Congress-led
government is going
ahead with the policies of
privatisation and the
recourse to FDI in cer-
tain vital sectors in “vio-
lation” of the Common
Minimum Programme of
the UPA and warned that
this would have serious
consequences for the
country and its economy.

UPA chairperson Mrs
Sopig Gandhi is likely to
convene a meeting of the
UPA-Left coordination
committee to discuss con-
tentious issues like Iran
and privatisation, in a bid
to find their amicable
solutions through dia-
logue before the Budget
Session of Parliament.

Left parties have taken
no decision to boycott the
Left-UPA coordination
committee meeting likely
to be held in the near
future.

“In the light of certain
media reports (that the
Left may boycott the

e

All options open,
says Rumsfeld

BERLIN, Feb.5.—US
defence secretary Mr Donald
H Rumsfeld said all
possibilities are still open in
the dispute over Iran’s
nuclear programme, including
military action, a German
newspaper reported today.
“All options — including the
military one — are on the
table;” the daily Handelsblatt
quoted Mr Rumsfeld as
having said in an interview to
appear lomorrow. “Any
government that says Israel
has no right to exist is
making a statement about its
possible behaviour in the
future,” added Mr Rumsfeld,
who attended a weekend
security conference in
Munich. — AP

coordination committee
meeting), | would like to
make it clear that there is
no such decision,” CPI-M
general secretary Mr
Prakash Karat said here
today.

He said 8 February had
been proposed as the next
date of the Left-UPA
coordination committee
me¢ting. However, since
the CPI-M Politburo is
meeting on 9-10 February
in Kolkata, no other date
has yet been finalised, Mr
Karat said.

The Left parties have
been raising their level of
criticism of the UPA gov-
ernment on  various
issues, including the air-

ports privatisatfon and
the I{an nuck€ar issue.

W g OB 00

Iran

Attacking the govern-
ment for its stand at the
IAEA, the JD-U said
India had become a
“direct party to the
designs of the US” in vot-
ing against Iran on the
nuclear issue.

“India’s vote in the
IAEA is clearly against
our own national interest
and breaches the broad
national consensus on
foreign policy. India has,
for the first time, become
a direct party to the
designs of the US to limit
the sovereignty of other
countries not convenient
to it,” JD-U president
and NDA convenor Mr
George Fernandes said.

The Left parties, which
provide outside support
to the UPA government,
felt that the resolution
adopted by the IAEA in
Vienna yesterday was
“questionable.”
Meanwhile, the RSP
warned that it could con-
sider withdrawing sup-
port to the gevernment
“within a short time”.

Contrary to their earli-
er tough  posturing
against India voting in
favour of any resolution
which calls for referral of
Iran’s  nuclear  pro-
gramme to the UNSC,
the Left said the coun-
try’s stand was “regret-
table” and “not in confor-
mity with the pursuit of
an independent foreign
policy and maintenance
of good relations with
Iran which is in our
national interests.”
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g SONIA CALLS FOR WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION

PM launches job
guarantee scheme

SNS & PTH )M”*

BANDLPALLY/HYDER
ABAD, Feb. 2. — In a
major . anti-poverty initia-
tive, Prime Minister Dr

: Manmohan Singh today

¢ launched the National

Rural Employment Guar-
antee Programme, that
legally guarantees 100
days of wage employment
in a year to each rural
household in an identi-
fied district.

This sleepy village in
Anantapur district of
Andhra Pradesh became
the launching pad for
what the Prime Minister
termed as “revolutionary
programme that is set to
transform the rural+In-
dia”.

In the backward Rayala-
seema region, NREGP

job cards were handed to
five villagers, signifying
the launch of the scheme
aimed at enhancing liveli-
hood security of people
living in rural areas. In the
first phase, will be imple-
mented in 200 districts
across the country, includ-
ing 13 in Andhra Pradesh.
The entire country will be
covered within four years.
“It is a landmark in our
history in removing pover-
ty,” the Prime Minister®
said addressing a large
public meeting after
launching the scheme.
Before Dr  Singh
launched the programme,
Congress chairperson Mrs
Sonia Gandhi called on
the women to participate
in the scheme for its suc-
cessful implementation.
“Women and self help
groups have a special role

in this programme. Forty
per cent of the women
members of self-help
groups in the country are
from Andhra Pradesh,”
she said.

The scheme, which Mrs
Gandhi described as his-
toric and revolutionary, is
backed by the National
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act. Under this leg-
islation, if 50 families do
not have access to work,
they can demand liveli-
hood from the govern-
ment for at least 100 days
a year, Union minister for
panchayati raj Mr Mani
Shanker Aiyer said.

If the government fails
to provide employment
within 15 days of receiving
an application, it is bound
by law to pay an unem-
ployment allowance to the

apphcan't/},/
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THE TELEGRAPH CALCUTTA THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2006 SIXTEEN

DURALEWPLOYNENT GUARANTEE A

W
R

/\)ﬂ BY
A Dr. Manmohan Singh

Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
on 2" February 2006 at 11:00 A.M.

at Bandlapalle Gram Pancha-yat,NarpaIa Mandal, District Ananthapur (Andhra Pradesh)

Dr.Manmohan Singh Smt. Sonia Gandhi
Prime Minister of India Chairperson

Smt. Sonia Gandhi

Hon'ble Chairperson
National Advisory Council will grace the occasion

GRACIOUS PRESENCE . it Miiste of Adiva Pradech
Ot Raghevansh Prasad Sgh Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Union Minister for Rural Development
Urion Ministr fo RuralDevelopment Shri Mani Shankar Aiyar, Union Minister for Panchayati Raj and Youth Affairs & Sports

Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy ,Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh
Shri A. Narendra and Smt. Suryakanta Patil,Union Ministers of State for Rural Development

SIMULTANEOUS LAUNCHING OF NREGA TODAY ALL OVER THE SmtSuryakantaPatil _Shri ANarendra

' COUNTRY IN GRAM SABHAS IN ABOUT 80,000 GRAM PANCHAYATS OF Urion Mo of St o Ul Dovelopmart

DISTRICTS SELECTED IN THE FIRST PHASE. CENTRAL MINISTERS,
CHIEF MINISTERS, MINISTERS OF STATE GOVERNMENTS,
MPs, MLAs, MLCs AND PRI FUNCTIONARIES WOULD PARTICIPATE.

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NREGA STARTS FROM TODAY i.e. ON 2" FEBRUARY 2006
“RURAL HOUSEHOLDS IN THE NOTIFIED DISTRICTS CAN NOW EXERCISE VARIOUS RIGHTS UNDER THE ACT :

% The right to demand employment

< The right to get employment within 15 days of their demand

+ The right to get unemployment allowance if the employment is not given
~within 15 days

+» The right to be paid statutory wages prevalent in a State

< The right to worksite facilities like drinking water, sheds for childrenand first aid

e

The application for employment may be given to the gram panchayat or
To the Programme Officer at the Block level. .

R Sy . R B B R P A AN

A

SALIENT FEATURES OF NREGA st of 200 Districts Identified for implementation of NREGA in First Phase

. . . Andhra Pradesh: Adilabad, Ananthapur, Chittoor, Cudappah, Karimnagar, Khammam, Mahbubnagar, Medak, Nalgonda,
* NREGAIis not jUSt a scheme but an Act prOV|d|ng Iegal guarantee to WOT!(. Nizamabad, Rangareddy, Vizianagaram, Warangal, Arunachal Pradesh: Upper Subansiri, Assam: Bongaigaon, Dhemaji,

o p h ti Rai Instituti PRI ill h incipal lei | . . Goalpara, Karbi Anglong, Kokrajhar, North Cachar Hills, North Lakhimpur (Laksha), Bihar: Araria, Aurangabad, Bhojpur,
anchayatl kaj Institutions ( S) Wi ave principal role In planning Darbhanga, Gaya, Jamui, Jehanabad, Kaimur(Bhabua), Katihar, Kishanganj, Lakhisarai, Madhubani, Munger, Muzaffarpur,

and implementation. Nalanda, Nawadabh, Patna, Purnia, Rohtas, Samastipur, Sheohar, Supaul, Vaishali, Chhattisgarh: Bastar, Bilaspur, Dantewada,

° T . : s o : : Dhamtari, Jashpur, Kanker, Kawardha, Koriya, Raigarh , Rajnandgaon, Sarguja, Gujarat : Banaskantha, Dangs, Dohad,
Transparency’ accountablllty, social audit and people S partIC|pat|on will Narmada, Panch Mahals, Sabarkantha, Haryana : Mohindergarh, Sirsa, Himachal Pradesh: Chamba, Sirmaur, J&K : Doda,

be ensured throth institutional mechanism. Kupwara, Poonch, Jharkahand : Bokaro, Chatra, Dhanbad, Dumka, Garhwa, Giridih, Godda, Gumla, Hazaribagh, Jamtara,

® Grievance redressal mechanism will be put in pIace. Kodarma, Latehar, Lohardagga, Pakaur, Palamu, Ranchi, Sahibganj, Saraikela, Simdega, Pachhim Singhbhum, Karnataka:
Bidar, Chitradurga, Davanagere, Gulbarga, Raichur, Kerala : Palakkad, Waynad, Madhya Pradesh: Balaghat, Barwani, Betul,

®* One third beneficiaries will be women. Chattarpur, Dhar, Dindori, Jhabua, Khandwa (East Nimar), Mandia , Satna, Seoni, Shahdol, Sheopur, Shivpuri, Siddhi,
° . - - . Tikamgarh, Umaria, West Nimar (Khargone), Maharashtra : Ahmednagar, Amravati, Aurangabad, Bhandara, Chandrapur,
Any adult person in the notified area Wllllng to do ‘unskllled manual WOI’k, Dhule, Gadchiroli, Gondya, Hingoli, Nanded, Nandurbar, Yawatmal, Manipur: Tamenlong, Meghalaya , South Garo Hills, West
can apply for registration with Gram Panchayat. He/She will then be issued Garo Hills, Mizaram: Lawngtlai, Saiha, Nagaland: Mon, Orissa: Bolangir, Boudh, Debagarh, Dhenkanal, Gajapati, Ganjam,

a jOb card. Jharsuguda, Kalahandi®Keonjhar, Koraput, Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj, Nabarangpur, Nuapada, Phulbani, Rayagada, Sambalpur,

. . . . . . Sonepur, Sundargarh, Punjab:Hoshiarpur, Rajasthan, Banswara, Dungarpur, Jhalawar, Karauli, Sirohi, Udaipur, Sikkim: North

* The JOb card is the Iegal instrument that will entitle the reglstered person Sikkim, Tripura: Dhalai, Tamil Nadu : Dinidigual, Nagapattinam, Sivagangai, South Arcot/Cuddalore, Tiruvannamalai,
to apply for employment under the Act. Villupuram, Uttranchal: Chamoli, Champawat,Tehri Garhwal, Uttar Pradesh: Azamgarh, Banda, Barabanki, Chandauli,

* Reqistrati ill b th hout th Chitrakoot, Fatehpur, Gorakhpur, Hamirpur, Hardoi, Jalaun, Jaunpur, Kaushambi, Kushinagar, Lakhimpur Kheri, Lalitpur,
egistration wi € open throughou e year. Mahoba, Mirzapur, Pratapgarh, Raebareli, Sitapur, Sonebhadra, Unnao, West Bengal : South 24 Parganas, Bankura, Birhbhum,

) Emp|oyment will be given within 5 km. of the applicant’s residence, else Jalpaiguri, Malda, Murshidabad, Purulia, Dakshin Dinajpur, Midnapur West, Uttar Dinajpur
additional wages will be paid.

MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
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New Delhi: Unfhzed by the stfident at-
tack of crucial Left allies over the Cen-
tre’s economic and foreign policies,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on
Wednesday said his government
would complete its full five-year term
despite differences in the g
coalition and dismissed
suggestions that he was
“weak”’.

He also said Sonia Gand-
hi had a “legitimate influ-
ence” on his government as
Congress president and
UPA chairperson and the
arrangement of division of
work between them was
functioning well. In his sec-

re to stay; PM

will fall. I will run

said, replying to a question on the Left
opposition forcing the government to
deviate from the CMP on issues like
disinvestment of navratna companies
and the Iran vote.

g Expressing optimism of
double digit’growth in the
coming years, Manmohan
outlined the need to carry
out reforms in power sec-
tor, increase credit to farm
sector and cut the govern-
ment’s fiscal deficit.

“The economy has
recorded 7-7.5% growth in
the last three years and we

Manmohan Singh ;16 inching towards &

ond full-fledged press con- W"e‘gkf.:: p,oint at 109 ” he told a press con-
ference after taking over as n : aﬂy&ﬁ?s ference here. “All our

Prime Minister in May
2004, Manmohan handled with ease
questions ranging from domestic po-
litical and economic issues to India’s
relations with the US, Pakistan and
the government’s stand on the contro-
versial Iran issue.

“We are a coalition government.
There can be differences and without
consensus we will not do anything.
There is no fear that the government

macro-economic  indica-
tors are robust and point to another
vear of over 7% growth,” he said, re-
ferring to the UPA’s commitment to
sustain 7-8% growth.

The economy had logged over 8.1%
growth in the first half of 2005-06 after
clocking 7.5% last fiscal. “Today, India
is the fastest growing nation. At the
world economic forum, India was the
star attraction,” he said. agencies
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BIDS I Patel says satisfied with revenue share;

R-Fraport matched Reliance- -

ASA bid for Delhi with 45.9% revenue share, GVK-SA offered 38.7% for Mumbai

GMR-Fraport bags Delhi airport
project, Mumbai goes to GVK-SA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE ¢\

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

X

. LANS for modernisation of Dethi q

and Mumbai airports took off today

with the Government announcing

that the GMR-Fraport consortium
had won the bid for the Delhi airport project
while the Mumbai airport work was bagged
by the GVK-South Africa combine.

Civil Aviation Minister Praful Patel, who
made the announcement, said the propos-
als of the two consortia were approved at a
meeting of the Empowered Group of Minis-
ters that considered various bids. They will
now be placed before the Cabinet for a deci-
sion tomorrow.

According to Patel, the GMR-Fraport
combine had matched the highest bidder
Reliance-ASA for Delhi airport by offering
45.99 per cent revenue share to the Govern-
ment. For Mumbai, GVK-South Africa of-
fered 38.7 per cent revenue share.

In a bid to placate agitated employees of
the Airports Authority of India (AAT), who
threatened to stop work after the announce-
ment of the financial bids, Patel said all em-
ployees were mandatorily going on deputa-
tion for three years to the two airports.

The two successful bidders had agreed to
absorb a minimum of 60 per cent of employ-
ees working at the two airports, although
they were asked to take a minimum of only
40 per cent of the employees after a three
year period. The AAI would retain 10-15
per cent of the workers.

In view of the employees’ threat to strike
work, the Centre has instructed state author-
ities to immediately put systems and
arrangements in place to ensure there is no
disruption in regular services at the airports.
The Government is also understood to have

5 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Wﬁy striking airport unions
should visit comrades in China

AAl employees protest outside the AAl office in New Delhl. Raaj Dayal

PALLAVI ATYAR
BEIJING, JANUARY 31

SOON after the financial bids were
opened and the job of revamping
Delhi and Mumbai airports awarded
to two private consortia, the Left-
backed airport unions announced a
strike. While they cool their heels to-
morrow, they could look next door to
their comrades in China.

Already boasting several world-
class gleaming international gateways,
the world’s biggest airport is currently
under construction in China’s capital,
Beijing. Not just Beijing, as of now,
more than 20 airports are undergoing
extensive upgradation, an estimated
80 are being built to provide passen-
ger and cargo feeder line service for

the largest airports.

“Every city in China wants to have
its own international airport and so
this is really an exciting emerging sec-
tor for public-private partnerships,”
says Patrick Horgan, President of the
British Chamber of Commerce in
Beijing. The problem, be says, is ac-
tually “restraining excess investment
rather than making things happen.”

“For China, airports are aNo. 1 pri-
ority because as our economy grows
they need to match that growth,” says
Wang Kun Zhi, Director, Airport
Construction Division, Civil Aviation
Authorityof China.

And while India has taken just the
first step on the reforms path, China
has been aggressively setting its house
inorder over the past few years.

Until 1979, the Government

5 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

For Delhi, GMR-Fraport

& Fraport: Owner, operator of
Germany's Frankfurt Interna-
tional Airport (below), Peru’s
== Lima Air-
port,
Turkey's
Antalya

j Interna-
tional Ter-
minal and ftve other interna-
tional airports

B Involved in building, man-
agement, consulting, person-
nel training, ground handling
in Athens, Vienna, Hong Kong,
Brusselis and Shanghai

8 GMR Group: Already
cleared to build, own and op-
erate the Hyderabad interna-
tionat Airport

For Mumbai, GVK-Airports
Company South Africa

B ACSA: Largest airports au-
thority in
Africa,
owns and
operates
South
Africa‘s nine principal airports,
including Johannesburg {top),
Cape Town and Durban

W Has extensive experience in
managing - from the smallest
to Johannesburg International
Airport, which is larger than
Mumbai and Delhi airports

B GVK Industries: imple-
mented core infrastructure
projects from Nagarjunasagar
Dam to the six-lane Jaipur-
Kishengarh expressway

L
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“An unedlfylng o
A\ exercise g+

key to understanding a government’s overall di-
rection and policy thrust is the composition of its
Council of Ministers. In May 2004, the Congress-
led United Progressive Alliance wrested power
from a communal regime of impatient liberalisers with an
unmistakeable agenda of aligning India closely with the
United States. The overarching foreign policy commitment
of the new Government, as stated in the National Common
Minimum Programme, was to reverse that thrust and “pur-
sue an independent foreign policy keeping in mind [India’s]
past traditions. This policy will seek to promote multi-
polarity in world relations and oppose all attempts at uni-
lateralism.” Twenty months on, much has happened to in-
dicate that the Manmohan Singh Government has turned its
back on that solemn promise. The message to be read in
Sunday’s reshuffle and expansion of the Union Council of
Ministers is that this Government is headed Rightward — in
economic policy but even more so in foreign affairs. Notable
among Cabinet Ministers who have had key portfolios taken
away from them are Mani Shankar Aiyar, by common con-
sent the best-performing Minister in the Cabinet, and Jaipal
Reddy. A few months ago, Mr. Reddy lost the Information
and Broadcasting portfolio and in this round he has been
divested of the Culture Ministry, which suffered enormous
institutional damage under National Democratic Alliance
rule, Mr. Aiyar has been shifted out of the crucial Petroleum
and Natural Gas Ministry, where he demonstrated an inde-
pendent and bold strategic thrust. He doggedly pursued the
Iran-Pakistan-India strategic pipeline through New Delhi’s
denials and obfuscations. More recently, he concluded a
path-breaking agreement with China on a joint bid for ener-
gy assets in third countries.

It is hard to avoid the reading that Mr. Aiyar paid with his
jobforadvocating a vision of energy security that was seen as
going against the Government’s strategic pro-U.S. policy and
its increasing acceptance of unilateralism and unipolarity.
The Prime Minister has chosen to retain the Ministry of
External Affairs, which fell vacant following the exit of
Natwar Singh, another senior Minister seen to be out of sync
with the Government’s changed foreign policy orientation.
A perception, confirmed by official sources, is that this has
been done to avoid embarrassment to the U.S, ahead of
President Bush’s March visit. The chop and change exercise
is the more intriguing for the retention of heavyweight
portfolios by Ministers with an undistinguished record. A
case in point is the retention of the Law portfolio by H.R.
Bhardwaj, whose chief contribution to good governance has
been secretly to help Ottavio Quattrocchi get his bank ac-
counts, frozen in the Bofors case, freed. The UPA Govern-
ment’s first major team change is of course
Congress-centric. The allies have lost nothing and gained
nothing despite being represented by anumber of underper-
forming Ministers, some of them with dubious records and
far from clean. Most of the new Ministers, it seems, have
been rewarded for nothing other than loyalty to 10 Janpath

and sycophancy. All in all an unedifying exercise in tuping
up the functioning of the Government. /mﬂ
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18 new faces, Shlbu Soren re- 1nducted three elevated to Cablnet rank

NEW LINE-UP: President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam administering the oath of office to new Union Ministers Sushil Kumar Shinde, A.R. Antulay, Vayalar
Ravi, Murli Deora. (Below) Ambika Soni, Shibu Soren, Santosh Mohan Dev, P.C. Gupta, Kapil Sibal and Saifudin Soz at Rashtrapati Bhavan in

New Delhi on Sunday. ~ PHOTOS: V.V. KRISHNAN

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH): The United Progres-
sive Alliance Government on
Sunday effected its first major
expansion of the Council of Min-
isters, inducting 18 new faces,
elevating three to Cabinet rank
and re-inducting Shibu Soren.

All the new entrants are from
the Congress while the only one
re-induction and elevation
apiece are drawn from the allies.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh will continue to look after
the Foreign Affairs portfolio
while four new Ministers have
not been given any charge.

The swearing-in ceremony at

noon at Rashtrapati Bhavan saw
10 new Cabinet Ministers, one
Minister of State with Inde-
pendent charge and 11 more
Ministers of State. Among the
Cabinet Ministers are three se-
nior Congress leaders from
Maharashtra — Sushil Kumar
Shinde, A. R. Antulay and Murli
Deora. Mani Shankar Aiyar has
been relieved of the Petroleum
portfolio, which has been allo-
cated to Mr. Deora. Mr. Shinde is
the new Power Minister in place
of P.M. Sayeed who passed away,
while Mr. Antulay is the Cabinet
Minister for Minority Affairs, a
newly created portfolio.

With the nomination of Vaya-
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lar Ravi as Minister for Overseas
Indian Affairs, Kerala gets its
first Cabinet Minister in the pre-
sent dispensation. Congress
general secretary Ambika Soni is
Minister for Tourism and Cul-
ture and Saif-ud-Din Soz, Water
Resources Minister, filling the
slot vacated by Priyaranjan
Dasmunsi.

Santosh Mohan Dev, Prem
Chand Gupta and Kapil Sibal are
now of Cabinet rank with all of
them retaining their portfolios.
G. K. Vasan is the sole new Min-
ister for State (MoS) with inde-
pendent charge of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.
Oscar Fernandes has been re-

THE HINDY

tained as MoS with independent
charge without a portfolio.

Three without portfolio

Apart from Mr. Fernandes, no
portfolio was allocated to three
Ministers of State — Subbarami
Reddy, Jairam Ramesh and Din-
sha Patel. The other new Minis-
ters of State are Anand Sharma
(External Affairs), M. Pallam Ra-
ju (Defence), D. Purandareswari
(Human Resource Develop-
ment), Pavan Kumar Bansal (Fi-
nance), Ajay Maken (Urban
Development), Chandra Sekhar
Sahu (Labour), Akhilesh Das
(Steel) and Ashwani Kumar
(Industry).

The expansion of the Cabinet
also saw a minor changg in some
portfolios. Minister of State for
HRD Kanti Singh will now han-
dle Heavy Industries, B. K.
Handique has been moved from
Defence to Chemicals and Fer-
tilizers, and Parliamentary Af-
fairs, E.V.K.S. Elangovan from
Commerce to Textiles, and Rao
Inderjit Singh from External Af-
fairs to Defence. Renuka Chowd-
hury has been shifted from the
Tourism to Woman and Child
Development.

More reports on Page 12
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a UPA shifts géars L a

OU CAN almost hear the page

turn to Chapter Two in the book

called the United Progressive Al-

liance. Sunday’s reshuffle of the
Union cabinet was a measured exercise
to fill gaps brought on by the attrition of
20 months of the government, to reward
loyalty, promote performance and bal-
ance the coalition. It also shifts gears
to increase the speed and imparts en-
hanced torque to the governmental
vehicle. Nearing its third year mark, the
Congress-led UPA government has
gained experience in running a coali-
tion, as well as the management of the
central government itself.

The reshuffle is clearly a part of the
exercise of revitalising the party and
the government on priorities set out by
its leader Sonia Gandhi at the recent Hy-
derabad plenary, It also bears the stamp
of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.
His hand is clearly visible in the ap-
pointment of Murli Deora and Sushil
Kumar Shinde, as well as the decision to
elevate Kapil Sibal to cabinet rank, and
have Ambika Soni join his team with the
tourism and culture portfolio.

The PM’s decision to retain the exter-

-~

nal affairs appears to be in keeping
with his commitment to keep the posi-
tion vacant till the judicial commission
on the Volcker affair submits its report.
The fact that the top cabinet positions
have remained untouched indicates
that the aim was to make changes with-
out disturbing the overall positive equi-
librium of the government. However,
the PM’s decision to divest Mani
Shankar Aiyer of the petroleum portfo-

1lio seems to be a signal that, though

mild he may be, the PM will insist on
ministers’ following the dharma of col-
lective responsibility on matters of pol-
icy by his council of ministers.

The clutch of new appointments at the
cabinet and junior level will certainly
lubricate the machinery of the govern-
ment: some are highly regarded for-loy-
alty to the party and puablic service, oth-
ers represent the need to maintain a re-
gional balance. And some.clearly target
the coming state assembly polls. Whether
it is promotion of ministers, induetion
of veterans or coalition partners, the
reshuffle signals:the government’s aim
to uphold the dharma of coalition poli-
tics, as well as of good governance.

~ . - -

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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reshuffle today@,

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHIL, Jan. 28. -
The much-awaited expan-
sion and reshuffle of the
Union Council of
Ministers will take place
tomorrow. This will be the
first such cxcrcise since
the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment assumed office in
May 2004.

Dr Manmohan Singh
had an hour-long mecting
with the UPA chairperson,
Mrs Soria Gandhi, today.
The matter of choosing the
right person for the cxter-
nal affairs ministry appar-
ently took up much of
their time. Unconfirmed
reports have it that the
veteran Congress leader,
Dr Karan Singh, mav gct
the plum porttoiio. His
appointment would come
well ahead of  President
George W Bush’s visit to
New Delhi incarly March.

Significantly, Dr Singh
today tcok oath as a third-
time Rajya Sabha member
on the expiry of his scc-
ond term. He was elected
to the Upper House in the
recent clections.

The names of the com-
merce minister, Mr Kamal
Nath, and the UP Congress
chief, Mr Salman Kurshid,
were also reported to be
doing the rounds for the
external affairs portfolio
that fell vacant after the
resignation of Mr Natwar
Singh over the Volcker
report last month.

Besides, there are at
ieast six vacancios in the
UPA miinistry. The deaths
of PM Sayeced and Sunil
Dutt had lett the power

and sports and vouth
affairs slots apen.
Another vacancy arose

from the resignation of
Mr Jagdish Tytler in the
wake of the Nanavati
Commission’s report that
indicted him over the
1984 anti-Sikh riots.

Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad

shifted to Srinagar carly
last month to take over as
the Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister, while Mr K
Rahman Khan quit his
ministerial post to become
the Deputy Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, thercby
creating two vacancies -
one Cabinet rank and the
other minister of state.

Tomorrow’s exercise is
{0 be mainly Congress-
cricnted. The Congress’
allics barely have any
vacant slot from their
respective quotas unless
they reach some deal
with the Congress over
swapping of non»hmvy»
weight portfolios.

The JMM chief, Mr Sibu
Soren, who has been anx-
iously waiting to retain his
coal ministry, is likely to be
inducted tomorrow. The
RID might be asked to
nominate its alternative
candidate to fill the vacan-
v of Mr JPN Yadav, who
resigned over a criminal
case following the Bihar
Assembly polls.

The Cabinet cxpansion
might also focus on cer-
tiain regions and commu-
nities not accommodated.
Kerala, Punjab, Orissa,

Jharkhand, Chattisgarh,

Himachal Pradesh and
Uttaranchal Pradesh do
net have any representa-
tive in the ministry now.
Mr  AK Antony, Mr
Giridhar Gamang, Mrs
Ambika Soni, Mr Anand
sharma, Mr GK Vasan,
Mr Saifuddin Soz, Mr
Mudi Deora and Mr
Veerappa Moily are also
said to be in the reckon-
ing. Mrs Mohsina Kidwai
is likely to be inducted to
fill in the blank from the
Muslim community.

The chances of any
1eads rolling in tomor-
row’s exercise are slim.
There could be some sur-
priscs in filling up berths
at  the junior level.
though.
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Keep freeze -
on Q account,
SC tells govt

HT Political Bureau q N
New Delhi, January 16 ﬁ
THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day directed the Union govern-
ment and the CBI to take steps to
ensure that status quo was main-
tained vis-a-vis the two bank ac-
counts of Italian businessman
Ottavio Quattrocchi, a key ac-
cused in the Bofors payoff case.

“Respondents to take neces-
sary steps for maintenance of
status quo so that defreezing of
accounts do not take place. If it
has already taken place, money
should not be withdrawn from
the accounts,” a Bench presided
over by Chief Justice YK. Sab-
harwal said in its order.

It directed the petitioner, Ajay
Aggarwal, to delete from the list
of parties to the petition the
names of law minister H.R.
Bhardwaj and additional solici-
tor-general B. Datta, who pur-
portedly carried an authorisa-
tion letter to the British Crown
Prosecution Service clearing the
defreezing of the accounts.

In Guwahati, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh rejected the
Opposition’s charge of interfer-
ence in the matter. He said the
action related to the defreezing
of the accounts was taken by
the CBI. “Action relating to both
freezing and unfreezing of these
accounts were taken at the level
of the CBI in consultation with
law officials...” .

Earlier, while listening to the
arguments of the petitioner,
who sought the court’s inter-
vention to stop the transfer of a
sum of Rs 26 crore lying in these
accounts, the court observed:
“The accounts were lying frozen
for over two-and-a-half years. It
should stay that way.”

In the evening the CBI said

" that while it was officially yet to

\'\,\
AL

% The CBI has
questioned others
named in the
Bofors case
outside India. |
am willing to be

subjected to
similar
questioning

hear about the Supreme Court’s
order, it had taken steps to in-
form the CPS of the develop-
ment. CBI joint director A. Ma-
jumdar asserted that he was not
aware of the British High Court
order regarding defreezing of
Quatrocchi’s two accounts or
whether the money had been
withdrawn.

From Milan, Quattrocchi is-
sued a statement saying since the
CBI had no evidence linking his
London accounts with Bofors,
the UK had no option but to de-
freeze the accounts. He demand-
ed that the case against him be
ended. “The CBI questioned oth-
ers named in the case such as the
Hindujas and Win Chadha out-
side India. I am willing to be sub-
jected to similar questioning,”
PTI quoted him as saying.

See also Page 2
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“N-pact throw)aack {0, reforms days for PM

By Indrani Bagchi/TNN 9

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh presided
over the first review meeting
on the Indo-US nuclear deal
over the weekend. The meet-
ing, attended by top officials
of the ministry of external af-
fairs (MEA) and the national
security adviser, was the
first threadbare discussion
of negotiations with the US
after the Department of
Atomic Energy (DAE) devel-
oped cold feet during talks
with the US last week, leading
to an open spat with the MEA
which is the nodal body for
the negotiations.

According to sources, the
PM has signalled that he will
continue to.oversee the imple-
mentation of the deal, includ-
ing allowing for consensus be-
tween the warring sections of

P the government. It is also a
sure sign that the PM will use
his political clout to see the
agreement through.

In many ways, for the Prime
Minister, said sources, the ex-
perience was similar to the
liberalisation of the Indian
economy that he presided
over in 1991. Then too, opposi-
tion came from the “Bombay
Club”, and this time another
“Bombay Club” (read DAE)
is objecting to the liberalisa-
tion of Indian nuclear
energy sector.

The DAE’s objections cen-
tre around the number of re-
actors that will be put in the
civilian list, which will come
under a safeguards agreement
with the JAEA. But the
crux is the IAEA inspections
that the civilian nuclear reac-
tors and their processes will
be subject to.

The probl m here is that In-
dia’s nuclear establishment,
like India’s protected indus-
try, has existed in a cocoon for
decades. The very mention of
competition and inspections,
invite the “patriotic” com-
plaint that a sellout of India’s
nuclear sovereignty was on
the cards. India’s nuclear sci-
entists, protected so long by a
thick veil of secrecy, not only
have not been subjected to
peer review, they continue to
labour under some serious
but misplaced insecurity.

Which, said government
sources, is unfair to the scien-
tists. From the US’ Nuclear
Regulatory Commission chief
to a recent international team
that toured the Tarapur reac-
tors, India’s nuclear establish-
ment came in for unquallﬁed
praise.

Hence, the government is

inclined to be slightly indul-
gent to the holdouts, waiting
for a consensus to evolve. The
PM will only step in at the last
minute, said sources.

But a political interest has
been re-injected into the
process, because left to itself,
the DAE, said sources,
had convinced itself that it
needed no international coop-
eration at all.

The bottomline that will be
imposed by the government is
this: the nuclear deal is In-
dia’s gateway to energy secu-
rity, that the deal is about en-
ergy, not weapons. The sepa-
ration list has to reflect
that basic demand that is In-
dia’s reason for importing
fuel, technology and reactors.

If only, sighs top officials
involved in the negotiations,
the deal wasn’t_ mixed
up with Iran.
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Kamal Nath\f'eﬁlté{si\
v+ Left allegations [/

NEW DELHI, Dec. 20. — Commerce and industry r&n-
ister, Mr Kamal Nath, today refuted the misgivings raised
by the Left Front over India’s negotiations at the just con-
cluded World Trade Organisation (WTO) ministerial at
Hong Kong, “The Left needs to see and examine in detail
the ministerial text,” Mr Kamal Nath told reporters.
“Their apprehensions are misplaced,” he added.

Even as the minister said a good deal had been swung at
the week-long sixth ministerial that ended on Sunday, the
Left parties said not only had the government failed to
protect the interests of India’s farmers but also compro-
mised on the services sector, but giving in to the US and
EU. The Left also criticised Mr Kamal Nath for not
standing up for the developing countries.

«1 will talk to them (Left parties),” the commerce minis-
ter said. “ He pointed out that India had not compro-
mised on any of the issues listed out by the UPA govern-

ment’s allies. — SNS f
s



‘QUATTROCCHI BEYOND CENTRE’S REACH’

Pranab pleads
- helplessn

o\

NEW DELH], Jan. 17. — After
the CBI’s bid to bolster the wob-
bly position of the Union law
minister, Mr HR Bharadwaj,
through a U-turn on unfreezing
UK bank accounts of Ottavio
Quattrocchi, and barely a day
after the Supreme Court directed
the Centre and the CBI to ensure
status quo so Quattrocchi could
not withdraw money from them,
the defence minister, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, today pleaded the
Centre’s “helplessness”, saying
the government had no “jurisdic-
tion” over foreign countries.
“We have no jurisdiction on
other countries. We can at best
make a request to them (UK
authorities to enforce the apex
court’s directives),” r
Mukherjee said here. The irony is
that, following the Indian govern-
ment’s recent communication —
through the additionai solicitor-
“general, Mr B Dutta - to the
British Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS), London High
Court ordered the unfreezing of
Quattrocchi’s bank accounts a
few days ago. It is believed that he
has already withdrawn his 3 mil-
lion Euros and $1 million
(totalling nearly Rs 21 crore)
from them. London High Court’s
order came after the British pros-
ecution agency had conveyed to it
the Indian law ministry’s virtual
go-ahead for the unfreezing on
the grounds of the CBI’s failure
in linking Quattrocchi’s booty
with Bofors kickbacks. When Mr
Pranab Mukherjee was asked if
the government would make any
formal request to the UK author-

€SS «
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CBI ’ seek handover

"NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — With ltalian

businessman Ottavio Quattrocchi
coming out of “hiding” and talking
freely to the media about his London
accounts, the CBI may ask Htalian
authorities to honour a-Red Corner
notice issued against him by interpal,
The agency today said it was
charting out a strategy to bring
Quattrocchi to India and to maintain
status quo on his unfrozen bank
accounts. The Crown Prosecution
Service today confirmed to the CBI
that it had unfrozen his two London
ihaooounts with about Rs 21 crore in
em.

The CB! will try to have:him
extradited to India as he is wanted in
a criminal case here, said a senior
agency official.
CBl officials today had a long
discussion with the Prime Minister's
Office.
After the official confirmation from
the CPS, the investigating agency
has lost all hopes of maintaining
status quo on Quattrocchi's bank
accounts. “How shall.we come to
know that Quattrocchi has not
withdrawn his money?” a CBI official
asked. — SNS

Another report on page 4

ities to ensure .that Quattrocchi
did not withdraw the money, he
said the “views of legal experts
will be taken” on the matter. Mr
Mukherjee is known to be the
principal trouble-shooter of the
Manmohan Singh government.

~On the CBI's role in the
episode, the defence minister
echoed the Prime Minister’s
views that the the government did
not interfere in the agency’s func-

tioning, -

Mr Bharadwaj was caught at
the centre of the Quattrocchi
storm after Mr Dutta’s visit to the
CPS came to light last week
amidst reports that the law min-
istry had gone ahead with the
move overriding the CBI’s objec-
tions, but the CBI sprang a sur-
prise yesterday, claiming that Mr
Dutta was carrying the agency’s
brief on his London mission. .
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Reverse policies favouring
the rich, says Left

The country is witnessing an investment boom, says Chidambaram

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Thursday submitted a 13-point
note on resource mobilisation as
against the Government’s plan
to disinvest in profit-making
public sector undertakings for
funding social welfare schemes.

In their note, submitted at the
UPA-Left Coordination meeting
here, they said while resource
mobilisation in any economy en-
tailed taxing the rich, successive
governments at the Centre in
the past 15 years had not only
not done so but also handed out
largess to the affluent sections
through all kinds of tax cuts.

Besides contributing to rising
inequalities, this constrained
the Government’s ability to un-
dertake development expendi-
ture.

“The UPA Government has to
muster the required political
will in order to reverse such pol-
icies,” the note said.

The Left proposals include

collection of Rs 1,15,000 crore in
tax arrears including Rs. 90,000
crore in income tax and Rs.
16,000 crore by way of customs
and excise; tapping of Rs.2.21
lakh crore in cash reserves in
public sector undertakings; res-
. toration of the capital gains tax
‘with at least a 15 per cent flat
rate; strengthening of the secu-
rities transaction tax; levying of
a 0.5 per cent tax on all purchas-
es of foreign exchange; rational-
isation of corporate tax
exemptions; review of export in-
centives; broadening of the ser-
vice tax base; raising wealth tax
to three per cent including tax
on conversion of farm land for
non-agricultural purposes; in-
troduction of an inheritance tax;
raising excise duty on luxury ve-
hicles run on diesel; increasing
the Value Added Tax/sales tax
rate on times Of luxury con-
sumption including a surcharge
payable at shopping malls.

‘Exemptions area specific’

According to the Left leaders,
Mr. Chidambaram said collec-
tion of tax arrears collection had
improved and some portion was
disputed. Tax exemptions, he
said, were based on the recom-
mendation of Ministries and ar-
ea-specific in Himachal Pradesh,
Uttaranchal and the northeast.
He said the country was witness-
ingan investmentboom with the
economy recording a seven per
cent growth rate,

Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, who heads the em-

il
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IN COORDINATION: Finance Minister P. Chidambaram and CPI(M) leader

Sitaram Yechury coming out of the Prime Minister’s residence after a
UPA-Left coordination committee meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. - PHOTO: PTI

powered Group of Ministers
(EGoM) on airports, briefed the
Left leaders on the urgency of
completing modernisation in
Delhi and Mumbai. The national
capital was due to host the Com-
monwealth Games in 2010.

In view of the urgency, it was
decided that the Government
might take a suitable decision
and the eGoM would take into
consideration the Left note, Mr.

THE HiNpy

Chidambaram said. CPI (M)
general secretary Prakash Karat
said the Left parties suggested
that the Airports Authority of
India be given_the go ahead for
its modernisation plan for metro
and non-metro airports. There
was no need for the Governmient
taking up the bids as the AAI had
the capacity and a Rs. 3,000~
crore cash reserve, It conldraise
loans from the market to meet

the anticipated expenditure.

Besides Mr. Karat, CPI (M) |
Polit Bureau member Sitaram
Yechury, CPI general secretary
A.B. Bardhan, national secretary
D. Raja and Mr. Biswas attended
the meeting on behalf of the
Left.

UPA  Chairperson  Sonia
Gandhi and Ahmed Patel joined
the Prime Minister and his col-
leagues.

PR

13 IAN 2006.




from CPM & BJP

CBI admits Bofors failure

NEW DELH], Jan. 12. — In a U-turn, the CBI today admitted
that it had “failed” to link the frozen UK bank accounts of
Ottavio Quattrocchi with Bofors payoffs, besides conceding
that it had conveyed its revised viewpoint to the authorities
concerned in order to let his accounts beinPtde-frozen.

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12. —
The spectre of the multi-
crore Bofors kickbacks
scam has returned to
haunt the ruling Congress
party with the Opposition
as well as its UPA allies
asking the Manmohan
Singh government to
explain its alleged bid to
“help” the fugitive Italian
businessman, Ottavio
Quattrocchi, get off the
hook.

A prominent one among
those accused, Quattrocchi,
a “proclaimed offender”, is
yet to face trial in Indian
courts, with the prosecuting
agency, the CBI, which
filed a chargesheet against
him, failing to secure his
extradition.

Unleashing a blistering
attack on the Congress,
the BJP, while pinpointing
the “unseemly haste”
shown by the Congress-
led UPA government in
requesting the UK gov-
ernment to “de-freeze”
Quattrocchi’s two London
bank accounts, today
demanded an explanation
from the Prime Minister
and the law minister, Mr
HR Bhardwaj.

“Now a formal request
is illegally made through a
law officer of the govern-

THE sTA TESMAN

A designated court here has asked the CB

o file a status

report by 31 March on the steps taken to extradite Quattrocchi
to face trial in the country. A lawyer today moved the Supreme
Court through a PIL challenging the Centre’s stand vis-a-vis
the British authorities on the Quattrocchi accounts . — SNS

Details on page 4
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ment of India to the additional solicitor-gen-

appropriate authorities to
even release the illegal
funds * frozen in
Quattrocchi’s accounts,”
the senior BJP leader, Mr
Arun Jaitley, said.

Asked whether the gov-
ernment would not appeal
against the unfreezing of
Quattrocchi’s accounts, the
law minister said: “the CBI
has given the details sought
by the Crown Prosecution
and it is up to it.”

Asked why the govern-
ment had not filed a spe-
cial leave petition before
the Supreme  Court
against the High Court’s
order quashing the pro-
ceedings against the
Hinduja brothers in the
Bofors payoff case, the
minister said the CBI
director  (prosecution)
had said there was no case
for an appeal and that the

eral, Mr B Dutta, had
agreed with this view.
The CPI-M asked the
government to explain
how and why legal opin-
ion on Quattrocchi’s
frozen bank accounts had
been conveyed to the
British authorities.
Referring to reports
that Mr Dutta had told
the Crown Prosecution
authorities that there was
no evidence to link
Quattrocchi’s two acco-
unts in London with the
Bofors payoffs, the CPI-
M Politburo said the gov-
ernment had to explain
when and how this had
happened, describing the
move as “questionable”.
The Samajwadi Party
also questioned the gov-
ernment’s decision to
absolve Quattrocchi in

this matter. /
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“New Bofors charges
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New Delhi: The ghost of Bofors re-
fuses to go away. Just as the infa-
mous Howitzer kickback case was
turning cold, revelations that a sen-
ior law officer sought to facilitate
de-freezing the London bank ac-
counts of a key payback link, Ital-
ian businessman Ottavio Quattroc-
chi, has re-ignited the politically
sensitive case.

The new Bofors developments,
aired by a TV channel on Wednes-
day, could plunge the government
into fresh fire-fighting as it has been
alleged that additional solicitor-gen-
eral B Dutta on December 22 last
year informed the UK’s Crown Pros-
ecution Service that there was no
case against the controversial Ital-
ian for freezing two accounts hold-
ing Euros 3 million and $1 million.

The accounts were frozen follow-
ing an earlier CBI request which
successfully argued before the
British courts that they contained
Bofors’ scam money. In the recent
development, Dutta told the British
court that there was no case pend-
ing against Quattrocchi—a position
which would allow Quattrocchi ac-
cess to the millions locked in the
frozen accounts.

The BJP instantly slammed the
move, accusing the government of
misrepresenting facts and going to
the length of sending a senior law

“+“put govt in spot

Quattrocchi is back in the news as
a senior law officer visited London
to defreeze his accounts

officer all the way to the UK to bail
out the Italian when the case in
which he was chargesheeted was
still pending in a special CBI court
trying the Bofors case. “If Quat-
trocchi himself wanted to access
the funds, CBI would have opposed
it. But what can the agency do if the
government is itself tryingtohelpa
fugitive get the kickback money?”
said BJP leader Arun Jaitley.
Significantly, Congress did not
deny the government’'s move.
“What the additional solicitor gen-
eral did was only to convey the fac-
tual position on a query from the
Crown Prosecution Service,” party
spokesman Abhishek Singhvi said.
He claimed that it was a matter of
“one court being entitled to ask a
foreign jurisdiction for informa-
tion”, he said.
» BJP gets fresh ammo, Page 8
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he cabinet comm\ttee on'economic affairs
I took the decision to reduce the foodgrain
limit for below-poverty-line families and
increase the price for households above the pover-
ty line. But Mr Sharad Pawar, the Union minister
for food and agriculture, announced yesterday
that the decision was being stayed. This is a weak-
kneed response to criticism voiced by the left and
other allies like the Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam. The original rationale offered by the gov-
ernment was very simple — now that poor house-
holds will have an additional source of foodgrains
under the rural employment guarantee scheme,
they can make do with less under the public dis-
tribution system. According to the mid-year re-
view of the economy, foodgrain stocks were mar-
ginally lower than the buffer stock norms, so re-
ducing the limit will actually help matters.
Increasing issue prices, however, is not really
the solution to the problem of burgeoning food
subsidies. Most people seem to think that food-
grains subsidy is a consumer subsidy alone. That
is far from being the case — it is also an open-
ended farm support programme, since the Food
Corporation of India has to buy whatever food-
grains are offered to it and it also pays for the cre-
ation of the buffer stock of foodgrains. Even if
issue prices are raised in tandem with the rise in
the minimum support price paid to farmers, off-
take will drop, stocks will rise and the subsidy will
increase. The food subsidy scheme currently in
operation therefore has conflicting objectives,
that of ensuring a remunerative price to farmers
on the one hand and of providing foodgrains to
the poor at affordable prices on the other. Under
the circumstances, what needs to be done, on the
supply side, is to take away the open-ended char-
acter of the scheme. The quantity procured
should be limited to the amount of offtake expect-
ed, and the price should be arrived at through
some market mechanism such as competitive bid-
ding. On the demand side, solutions such as food
stamps have been advocated. Studies have shown
that the cost of transferring a rupee to the poor
through the PDS is Rs 6.68 and that administrative
costs account for 85 per cent of the total expendi-
ture. A report by the Centre for Civil Society sug-
gested that only 25 per cent of the grain actually
reaches the poor. And a study by the Planning
Commission pointed out that leakages from the
targeted PDS or TDPS are higher than those
under the PDS, which it was meant to replace. In
short, the current system is extremely inefficient,
and the recent cost-cutting measures by the FCI
and the decision to increase issue prices address
only the fringe of the problem. Populism js the
biggest enemy of economic logic.
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Left has way on one, govt

other

Subsidy give

and PKF

OURSPECIAL \
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 10: Food
subsidy cut will have to
wait, but not the reduction
in the interest rate on em-
ployees’ provident fund.

Officially, neither the gov-
ernment nor the Left is link-
ing the two, but the connec-
tion is hard to gloss over
when the announcements are
made on the same day.

Bowing to pressure from
the Left, which was joined by
sections of the Congress on
this particular issue, the gov-
ernment today put on hold the
proposed cut in supplies
through the public distribu-
tion system.

At the same time, it made
formal the decision taken last
month to cut the interest on
EPF contributions to 8.5 per
cent from 9.5 for 2005-06, issui-
ng a notification over the obje-
ctions of the Left trade unions.

The decisions come two
days before the coordination
committee of the ruling Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance meets
its Left allies.

Unhappy at the EPF rate
cut, the unions have scheduled
ameeting tomorrow. They had
earlier met Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh requesting
him to intervene and overturn
the decision taken by the EPF
trustees to cut the interest rate
to 8.5 per cent, which itself
was higher than the 8.2 per
cent recommendation made
by the finance ministry.

Singh has stood firm this

T

L\l‘i

Puet

Brake on cutin Rs 4,524-
crore grain subsidy

Cutin EPF interest rate
to 8.5% notified

Left wants stock deals,
diesel cars, five-star
hotels, discos and malls
to be taxed more

time, unlike on a previous oc-
casion when he had held the
rate at 9.5 per cent, as demand-
ed by the Left unions, after a
cut to 9 per cent was recomme-
nded for the last financial year.

On the same day the gov-
ernment announced the relief,
it also raised the ceiling on for-
eign investment in telecom to
74 per cent, a move that had
been opposed by the Left.

The two decisions on the
same day had been interpret-
ed as a give-and-take between
the government and the Left.
Today’s moves could be open
to the same interpretation.

Agriculture minister Sha-
rad Pawar annotiiced putting
in abeyance the decision to cut
foodgrain subsidy. Last week,
he had piloted the proposal to
reduce rations through the
public distribution system
and increasing prices families
above the poverty line pay.

Anxious that the decision
would hit their popularity rat-
ings ahead of polls in Bengal
and Kerala, the Left as well as
sections of the Congress,

1 #

take

\ A
wanted a rethink.

“For the time being, I have
decided to stay the decision.
will discuss it with my coali-
tion partners,” said Pawar.

“I am going to explain the
entire position behind the food
subsidy cut to Congress, CPM
and CP1,” he added.

The move was supposed to
save Rs 4,524 crore in subsi-
dies, though critics also felt a
cut in ration ran contrary to
government interests in low-
ering the food mountain of 150
lakh tonnes it is carrying at
substantial storage cost.

Subsidy to keep foodgrain,
fertiliser, kerosene and cook-
ing gas prices low costs the
government nearly Rs 48,000
crore a year. Most ministers
are being prodded by finance
minister P. Chidambaram to
stem the drain.

The decision, now on hold,
would have meant reduced
monthly supply of wheat and
rice of 20 kg to families above
the poverty line and 30 kg to
those below — both down from
35 kg. Prices at which grain

. -was. to be sold to families

above the poverty line were
also raised marginally.

By putting the decision on
hold, while the government
surrenders a possible saving
of Rs 4,524 crore, paying a 9.5
per cent interest would have
meant a deficit of Rs 716 crore
for the EPF managers.

Even at 8.5 per cent, there
will be a deficit, but labour
minister K. Chandrashekhar
Rao believes that is manage-
able. (See Page 6)
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EXPRESS EXCLUSIVE D

UPA’s plan for minorities:
we will fix govt spending as

per their popul

SCdisapproved of religion as basis; Law Ministry 3

says this violates Constitution, Govt brushes it aside

/
AMITAV RANJAN i NEW DELHI | JANUARY 7 (3))3

IN what could open the flood-
gates to political and legal contro-
versy, the UPA Government is ready
to announce a “15-point pro-
gramme” for what it calls the “wel-
fare” of minorities despite a cate-
gorical opinion from the Union
Law Ministry that the plan violates
the Constitution.

For, unlike existing welfare

A Y % A
under Article 14 which forbids “discrimina-
tion on the ground of religion.”

The Supreme Court, too, in a judgment
last August, strongly disapproved of notifying
minority groups on the basis of religion
alone in the “fond hope” of special privi-
leges. “Encouagement to such fissiparous
tendencies would be a serious jolt to the sec-
ular structure of constitutional democ-
racy...We should guard against making our
country akin to a theocratic state based on
multi-nationalism. Our concept of secularism
is that ‘state’ shall have no religion.”

schemes, this plan earmarks 18.4%—
the pecentage of minority population in
the country—of all key social sector
programmes and their outlay for mi-
norities.

Not only this, the plan, prepared
by the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, says that the schemes
and funds shall be “further split state-
wise for each minority community in
the ratio of the populations of the mi-
nority community in each state.”

Even a new Cabinet Committee
on Minorities has been proposed to
monitor the programme’s implemen-
tation every three months. And the Min-
istry has asked the Government earmark a
percentage of Plan allocation for minorities.

Not surprisingly, the Law Ministry has
put on record its objection. While Article 38
of the Constitution certainly talks of “mini-
mizing inequality” among individuals or
groups, it does not provide “special protec-
tion only to a particular section,” the Min-
istry has said. Therefore, to make a special
provision for the minority community alone,
may not be “constitutionally permissible”

What's my religion, what's my percentage?

However, brushing aside all this, the
Government has argued that the plan draws
from a similar programme initiated by for-
mer Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi in 1983
and Rajiv Gandhi in 1985. Allocating funds
according to the percentage of population
is a UPA addition. The Government’s ratio-
nale: “to sharply focus action on issues inti-
mately linked with social, educational and
economic uplift of the minorities.”

Al

a;ion share

Govt says it's not reservation but its 15-point program
underlines quotas in all key social sector schemes:

'CERTAIN PERCENTAGE’ 7 Financial helpin rural hous-
It specifies that “certain per- ing under Indira Awaas Yojna.
centage” of thefollowing  ‘AFFIRMATIVE ACTION'

be earmarked in areas with

f 8 Central assistance for hiring
“substantial population of

Urdu teachers in schools that

minority communities.”  serve a population in which at
1 Integrated Child Develop-  least one-fourth befong to
ment Services projectsand  thatlanguage group.
Anganwadi Centres 9 Strengthening Madrasa

2 Schools under Sarva Shik-  Modemisation Programme
sha Abhiyan and other 10 Matricand post-matric
schemes scholarships for students.

3 Employment programmes 11 More grant to Maulana .
Swamjayanti Gram Swarojgar - Azad Education Foundation to
Yojna (rural areas), Swam-  strengthen educational infra-
jayanti Sahari RojgarYojna  structure.

(urban areas) and Sampuma 13 “Spedial consideration” for
Grameen Rozgar Yojnafor BPL  inorities in reqruitment in

state and central police forces
as well as Railways, banks
and state-fun enterprises.

SPEEDY JUSTICE
13 District and police officials
with highest known efficiency,
. . impartiality and secular record
e . B to be posted in communally
i P P scnsitive and riot-prone areas.
L Record in communal tension
:rm!f?lu;:d[:evelopment impoftant factor in promotion.
5 “Appropriate” share of prior- 14 Spedial courts to try com-
ity sector lending by domestic munal offences
banks for agriculture, small 15 Immediate relief with finan-
scale business, educationand dial assistance to ot victims.
housing loans. TR
& Upgrading industrial Train-
- ing Institutes (ITis) to “centres
of excellence”; proportion of
new ITls in minority areas

minorities
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 2. — The Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh’s New
Year resolutions are implementation
of his government’s national common
minimum programme (NCMP), gen-
eration of employment and prioritis-
ing investment and infrastructure.

The Prime Minister will also try for
economic policy reforms aimed at
encouraging new investment in all
sectors as part of his agenda for 2006.
Dr Singh reviewed the implementa-
tion of the NCMP during 2005 and
unveiled his vision for 2006 during a
meeting with his top officials at his
office here today. While outlining his
priorities for 2006, the PM stressed
sound macro-economic policies and
prudent fiscal management, accord-
ing to his media adviser, Mr Sanjaya
Baru.

The PM’s tips included regular
monitoring of the economic, social,
political and security trends within the
country, regionally and globally. Dr
Singh also suggested monitoring the
implementation of various pro-
grammes at district, state and Central
levels — among others, by the PMO
too.

“The Prime Minister took stock of
the implementation of the Central
programmes launched in 2005 and
looked at the agenda for 2006. It was
a detailed meeting covering all areas
including defence and foreign policy,”
said Mr Baru.

The PM-chaired today’s delibera-
tions focused sharply on the need for
close monitoring of implementation
of various programmes, launched last
year, like  National  Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme,
Bharat Nirman, National Urban
Renewal Mission, National Rural
Health Mission. The Congress-led
UPA government will give priority to
the infrastructure sector — including
power, coal, road, railways, airports,
housing — and employment genera-
tion in 2006. The government’s slogan
this year will be “Rozgar Badao (gen-
erate employment)”.

The meeting decided to ensure
quarterly monitoring of implementa-
tion of various programmes in each
area, said Mr Baru. It was also decid-
ed to pursue “new initiatives” to
ensure increased investment in the
economy, especially labour-intensive
ones. The Manmohan Singh govern-

‘ment would undertake policy initia-

tives to encourage employment- gen-

THE STATESMAN

Reforms on Agenda: PM

Left crificises Centre

NEW DELHI, Jan. 2 — Left parties today
criticised the government for
disinvestment of profit-making public
sector units. The parties would submit a
note to the UPA government on their
proposals for resource mobilisation at the
next meeting of the coordination
committee meeting, likely to be held next
week, said Mr Prakash Karat and Mr AB
Bardhan, general secretaries of the CPI-M
and CPI, respectively. — PTi

crating investments in agriculture,
manufacturing and the services sec-
tors. The government would also
supervise, said Mr Baru, various ini-
tiatives in the field of education, such
as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and the
mid-day meal scheme. The two-hour
meeting also saw presentations made
by senior officials on the implementa-
tion of various programmes.

The Planning Commission deputy
chairman, Mr Montek -Singh
Ahluwalia was also present on the
occasion. The key initiatives of the
government could be broadly
grouped under the ambit of two over-
arching programmes - Bharat
Nirman and Rozgar B}ddo —, said Mr
Baru.
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