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Indla Japan agree on
annual N- dlalogue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 4

IN TRYING to build a
greater understanding on nu-
clear issues, India and Japan
agreed today to start an an-
nual dialogue on nuclear mat-
ters under the framework of

disarmament and non-prolif-

eration.

From an Indian standpoint,
it allows New Delhi to discuss
issues that will help iron out dif-
ferences which could pave the
way for gaining greater interna-
tional cooperation on civilian
nuclear energy. Japan being a
member of the Nuclrear Sup-
pliers Group will play a crucial
role when the grouping meets
next possibly in March.

The decision was taken dur-
ing discussions between Minid®
ter of State for Foreign Af-
fairs E Ahamed and visiting
Japanese Foreign Minister
Taro Aso.

“The ministers agreed to
launch a ... dialogue ondisar-
mament and non-prolifera-
tion, with the objective of pro-
moting commonalities and
enlarging areas of conver-
gence for mutual cooperation
in a constructive manner.”

The dialogue will also ad-

dress the issues linked with
hightechnology trade. It will
be conducted at the level of
joint secretaries and takes for-
ward the resolve to work on
areas of convergence in nu-

clear matters, which was
stated during Japanese Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi’s
visit in April.

Indo-Japan relations came
under strain after the Pokhran
tests in 1998. While the two
sides have been able to ensure
that bilateral relations were
no severely affected by the
tests, India continues to seek
a better understanding from
Japan on nuclear issues.

This has become more sig-
nificant after India and the US

reached an understanding to
work towards meaningful
civilian nuclear cooperation
on July 18. Washington is also
pushing a proposal at the 44-
member NSG to lift restric-
tidns on supplying nuclear
technology to India which is
not a member of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Besides this, the two sides
also agreed on converting the
foreign minister level meeting
into a strategic dialogue.

Aso, who visited the Delhi
Metro project, also held discus-

“sions on the proposed freight

corridor between Delhi and
Mumbai as well as Dethi and
Howrah. Japan has agreed to
facilitate funding of this. /
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India, Japan studying freight corridors

.{,apan International Cooperation Agency to conduct a survey for Delhi-Mumbai, Delhi-Ho

I Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: India and Japan
agreed on Wednesday that the
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) would con-
duct a “feasibility study survey”
for the proposed multimodal
freight corridors to link Delhi-
Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah.

A joint press release issued af-
ter talks between Japanese For-
eign Minister Taro Aso and
Indian leaders said “notes” had
been exchanged to facilitate the
study for the project, agreed up-
on by the two sides during the
visit of Prime Minister Junichi-
ro Koizumi in April 2005.

Mr. Aso, who met National Se-
curity Adviser M.K. Narayanan
and Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs E. Ahamed, also
agreed to launch official-level
dialogue on disarmament and
non-proliferation.

High-technology trade

The objective behind the dia-
logue was to promote common-
alities and enlarge areas of
convergence for mutual cooper-
ation in a constructive manner.
“This dialogue will also address
the issues relating to high-tech-
nology trade.”

A Japanese official said Tokyo
had begun talks with the United
States on the enlargement of the
United Nations’ Security Coun-
cil even while it was “commit-
ted” to the idea of the G-4
grouping, which includes India,
Japan, Germany and Brazil.

(India has been aware for

| some time now that Tokyo is lu-

kewarm to the idea of the G-4
given the open support for its
entry into the Security Council
as a permanent member from
the U.S. Official sources main-
tain that Japan is hedging its
befgaon Council expansion by
opening a new, unilateral dia-
logue with the U.S., outside the
G-4 framework).

Asked whether Japan would
support India’s case for technol-
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ON THE FAST TRACK: Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Aso and Delhi Metro Rail Corporation’s Managing Director
E. Sreedharan during a ride on a Metro train in New Delhi on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN

ogy transfer and fuel supplies in
the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group
(NSG), the Japanese official did
not give a direct answer. He
merely said Japan was aware of
the importance for India of civil-
ian nuclear energy.

At the same time, the nuclear
jssue was a “very important
question” for Japan. The official,

however, stressed that India and
Japan needed to discuss the ci-
vilian nuclear issue further. Ac-
cording to the official, Japan
wanted the credibility of the Nu-
clear Non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT) maintained.

Strategic focus
The two sides also agreed to

enhance the strategic focus of
the India-Japan Global Partner-
ship. From now on, Foreign
Minister-level talks will have a
“strategic perspective” to them.
Referring to the work of the
India-Japan Study Group on ex-
amining the possibility of acom-
prehensive economic
partnership, the release said the

Group was.expected to submit
its report by June 2006.

On people-to-people  ex-
changes, Mr. Aso conveyed the
decision of the Japanese side for
the exchange of 4,000 people in
Japanese language, technology,
youth interaction and related
fields.




