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ershlp with Iran in trouble “*

Indla S bld to develop Chah Bahar port runs aground q% 0\

Anuthmh

iim Dmﬂ' Imiia 5 grand strate-
gic desi of helping to develop
the Ch portinlranasa
fink to Afghanistan and Central
Asia Bes run aground. Senior
South: Block officials told this

corresponudiant that there has-

beén little movement on a joint
commitmmt by both countries.
* The development of the port
m the Gulf 8f Oman was linked
to the’ cofstruction of the Za-
ram-DEhrm road i Afghan-
is ," which India’ believed
hu nﬂowd a5 a transit
route fiito. istan, as Pa-
kistan doés mot. allow through
trmspor;nf%dim goods.

“Aﬁpedremn

‘According to the officials, a
leadinglndmn contpany had de-
¢ided against making any in-
vestinent in the project. “This
whole project seems. a pipe-
dream,” they said.

* ® Indian company decldes

With Iran refusing to give fi-
nal clearance to the $21-billion
contract with India on supply of
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and
a question mark hanging over
the Iran-Pakistan-India gas
pxpelme the India-Iran “strate-
glc partnershlp” isin deep trou-

le.

Clearly, the political cost of
the two Indian votes against
Iran at the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) in
Vienna is beginning tb tell. Iran
informed India on September
24, 2005, the day New Delhi
voted against Teheran, that the

14 MAY 2006

LNG deal was “off.”

Energy sector [A {

During the visit of Iranian
President Mohammad Kha!
to New Delhi in January 2003,
the two sides agreed on a “stra-
tegic partnership.”

Bilateral agreements signed
then identified the energy sec-
tor as a “strategic area” of future
relationship.

“The areas of cooperation in-
clude upstream and down-
stream  activities in the
hydrocarbon sector and work-
ing upon secure modes of trans-
port of energy. India and Iran
also agreed to explore opportu-
nities for cooperation in de-
fence in agreed areas, including
training and exchange of visits,”
an official summary of the docu-
ments stated.

In abid to encourage bilateral
trade and economic coopera-
tion, they specifically referred
to the development of the Chah

Bahar port complex, the Chah
Bahar-Fahraj-Bam reilway link
and a marine oil tanker termi-
nal at an agreed location.

Difficulties

The officials claimed that the
Iranian side was creating diffi-
culties for India in lifting diesel
and cement for construction of
the Zaranj-Delaram road by the
Border Roads Organisation in
Afghanistan. '

They said Iranian support
was critical for the construction
of the road.

Interestingly, press reports
have spoken of Iranian and Pa-
kistani plans to hold talks on a
ferry service between the Chah
Bahar and Gwadar ports. Given
that Iran and India (along with
Russia) cooperated closely in
Afghanistan to deal with the Ta-
liban and Pakistan, these devel-
opments indicate the current
distance between New Delhi

and Teherar/

THE Hingy




INDIA NOT EDGED OUT OF PIPELINE: IRAN

Aug. deadline
for Delhi

Press Trust of India

NEW DELH], May 2: Iran
today said India had not
been “ousted” from the
proposed 7-billion dollar
tri-nation pipeline, even as
it set an August deadline
for New Delhi to sign an
agreement on the project.

“I want to clarify that
contrary to reports, India
has not been edged out of
the Iran-Pakistan-India
pipeline. We continue to
engage in discussions lead-
ing to a tri-nation minister-
ial meeting next month,”
iran’s deputy oil minister
Mr Hadi Nejad-Hosseinian
told: reporters after meet-
ing petroleum minister Mr
Mugli Deora here.

He said .against the
capacity of 110 million
standard cubic meters per
day, Pakistan has sought
betwees

30 and 60 - <He

mmscrd af.gas and India
wanis 90 mmscmd.
Besides, 30-35 mmscmd of
gas would be transported
through = the proposed
pipeline from gigantic
South Pars gas field to east-
ern regions of Iran.

“The demand figures
mentioned ramp up over a
period of five years.
Imtlally, a smgle

India o pro -rata basis)

5!
e ,,m

Iranian deputy oil minister Mr Hadi Ne]ad-Hossemmn
with petroleum minister Mr Murli Deora.® AFP

would suffice and a paral-
lel line can be laid as
demand rises,” he said.

Mr Deora said India
favoured implementation
of a single pipeline first
and upon its successful
operation a second line
could be laid.

pressure from US for
pulling out of the project.
“Not at all. I don’t think the
US is pressurising. I don't
think America can pres-
surise us.” The Iranian
minister said India has to
agree on the pipeline by
August, failing which
Teheran would proceed
with bilateral exports to
Pakistan.

“We have approval to

 expedite laying a pipeline

to the eastern part of

“also-ruled out any - -

Iran... So if India delays
joining the project, we
would go ahead,” Mr
Hosseinian said.

The Iranian minister,
however, categorically
ruled out building sepa-
rate pipelines to supply
gas t6 India and Pakistan.

“There’ will-be-a-single
pipeline meeting demand
of all and if need be a sec-
ond pipeline would be
laid, which too would
meet all incremental
demand in the three
countries,” he said.

He said oil secretaries of
the three countries would
meet in Islamabad on 22-
23 May to sort out pricing
of the gas and culminate
discussions into a tripar-
tite ministerial meeting in

Teheran in Iuch'



 PRANAB ON SIX-DAY TOUR

Delhi fom-; ,
stronger o
Beijing ties

Press Trust of India

BEIJING, May 28: Defence
minister Mr  Pranab
Mukherjee today said-he
hoped to have a “very use-
ful” meeting with the
Chinese leadership to fur-
ther consolidate India’s
strategic relationship with
the Communist giant.

“I am expecting a very
useful meeting with the
leadership of China in the
context of our growing rela-
tions and strategic partner-
ship for peace and stabili-
ty” he said on arrival here
from Japan on the second
leg of his three-nation tour.

“I do hope that this visit
will also help to achieve
that  objective,”  Mr
Mukherjee, whao was
warmly welcomed at the
Beijing International
Airport by the Indian
ambassador to China, Mr
Nalin Surie and senior offi-
cials from the Chinese peo-
ple’s liberation army (PLA),
said. Mr Mukherjee’s visit is
a major highlight of the
joint activities undertaken
by the Indian and Chinese
governments to mark 2006
as the “Year of India-China
Friendship”.

The defence minister,
who is here on a six-day
visit as a guest of his
Chinese counterpart,
General Cao Gangchuan,

2.9 MY 2008

will he will hold official-
level talks tomorrow.
Besides holding official
talks with Gen. Cao, he
would also meet with the
vice-chairman of the cen-

_tral military commission,

Gen. Guo Boxiong and
Chinese foreign minister,
Mr Li Zhaoxing.

During the visit, the two
sides are expected to sign a
memorandum of under-
standing on exchanges and
cooperation in the field of
defence, which wilt be akey
confidence building mea-
sure to ensure continued
peace and tranquillity
along the Sino-Indian bos-
der. The MoU is also
expected to serve as an
instrument for a regular
and sustained dialogue on
defence and national
issues between the two
countries, official sources
said.

Mr Mukherjee will callon
Chinese premier Mr Wen
Jiabao on Tuesday at the
Zhongnan Hai leadership
compound and discuss
Indo-China bilateral ties
and other issues of com-
mon interest.

In a confidence-building
measure, the PLA has invit-
ed the defence minister to
visit the ultra sensitive

Beijing  Aero Space
Command and
Centre.
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India, China MoU on military ties

Important beginning that will pro

Pallavi Aiyar

BEIJING: Even as India and China
are in the process of a massive
military modernisation effort,
Defence Minister Pranab Muk-
herjee and his Chinese counter-
part, General Cao Gangchuan,
signed the first-ever memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
between the Defence Ministries

of the two countries on Monday. -

The MoU calls for institution-
alising the frequent exchanges
between the leaders of the De-
fence Ministries and the armed
forces in addition to developing
an annual calendar for joint mil-
itary exercises and training pro-
grammes. In recent years, the
two countries have conducted
joint naval manoeuvres but the
interaction between the ground
forces has been limited to border
meetings and mountaineering
expeditions. There has been no
contact between their Air
Forces.

To strengthen contacts

The MoU said: “The two sides
reiterate that strengthening ef-
fective contacts in the field of
defence is of vital importance to
enhancing mutual trust and un-
derstanding between the armed
forces and ensuring a peaceful
environment in which they can
pursue their respective national
development objectives.”

Commenting on the signifi-
cance of the MoU, Mr Mukher-

jee said it was an important
beginning that would provide

the basis for further expansion .

of cooperation.

Abigevent

Mr. Mukerjee’s talks with
General Cao lasted several hours
and touched upon the full range
of defence-related issues. “Your
visit is a big event in the ex-
changes and cooperation be-
tween the militaries and also an
important event in the China-
India Friendship Year,” General
Cao said in his initial comments.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Muk-
hetjee also met Li Zhaoxing,
China’s Foreign Ministgr. Dur-
ing his meeting with Mr. Li, Mr.
Mukherjee said the “complex”
problems that existed in Sino-
Indian bilateral ties could be re-
solved through dialogues and
mutual understanding.

Asked if India had solicited

30 MDY 2006

TOWARDS HEALTHY RELATIONS: Defence Minis
a welcome ceremony in the Defence Ministry

China’s support as a member of
the Nuclear Supplier’s Group for
the Indo-US. civilian nuclear
pact, Mr. Mukherjee replied:
“Let us see, things are develop-
ing slowly.” He said no direct
mention had been made of In-
dia’s concerns regarding China’s
continued military and nuclear
support to Pakistan.

ter Pranab Mukherjee wi
headquarters in Beijing on Monday.

Mr. Mukherjee also visited
the Beijing Aerospace Command
and Control Centre, which has
been in the limelight for the
launch of the Shenzhou 5-6
manned space aircrafts. He said
he was “impressed” and that
“China has made much pro-
gress” in the field.

Mr. Mukherjee will call on

th his Chinese counterpart, Cao Gangchuan a
- PHOTO: REUTERS

vide the basis for further cooperation: Pranab

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on
Wednesday before heading to
the Lanzhou Military Command
area in China’s northwestern
Gansu province.

A quick step forward: Op-Ed Page
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 18: The
Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, today
said that Iran had a “clan-
destine” nuclear pro-
gramme for several years
and that it is not in India’s
interest to have another
nuclear weapon state in its
neighbourhood.

The PM told this to a del-
egation of Muslim organi-
sations led by Delhi Jama
Masjid’s Imam Syed Ahmed
Bukhari, said an official
release. “Iran should have
all the rights and duties of a
signatory state to the NPT,”
the Prime Minister told
them.

Dr Singh sought to dispel
the impression that India
was bowing to the United
States’ pressure on the Iran
nuclear issue. “There is no
question of succumbing to
external pressure with
regard to foreign policy,” he
said in response to a ques-
tion by a delegate on India’s
vote against [ran at the
IAEA. He told them that the
improvement in relations
between India and the USA
was in the interests of

A
[IRVAVAY

o 7
\ “\\A
India.

The delegation informed
the PM that a national con-
ference of Muslims was
held in the Jama Masjid on
18 March in which certain
resolutions relating to
major issues facing . the
community were adopted.

The Imam presented a
memorandum to Dr Singh
enclosing the list of such
issues, with demands for an
economic package for riot-
hit Mustims and reserva-
tion of jobs for Muslims in
Central and state govern-
ments.

The PM said the govern-
ment was committed to
addressing “genuine” prob-
lems of the Muslim s and
provide equitable opportu-
nities for its economic and
educational advancement.
Dr Singh said the commit-
tee under Justice Rajinder
Sachar set up to prepare a
report on the social, eco-
nomic and educational sta-
tus of Muslims in the coun-
try was expected to present
its findings in the near
future.

The Imam hinted at
launching a political front if
the demands were not met
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India’s support
on ndike issue

opr political Bureau’_,

. NEW DELHI S V e
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IRANIAN

vice-president

Rahim

Mashaee on |

Monday

sought India’s

support for

Iran and its
auclear programme. He said
there was “good news” on the

akistan-Iran gas
pipeyine Calling Tran’s nuclear
programme «peaceful”, Mr
Maghaee, currently on a visitto
India, said his country expected
Inflia as well as other countries
tolsupport Teheran and “not be
irffluenced by false propaganda
of the West.”

../ Iran’s nuclear programime
was “very much peaceful,” Mr
Mashaee said, adding: “he
prime Minister has said India is
for peaceful solution of the is-
sue.” The visiting vice-presi-
dent met Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on saturday. He
also said cooperation with India
was a priority for Iran and that
ties between the tWo countries
were very good.

Mr Mashaee’s visit cormes ata
time when Iran is garnering
support from countries against
the hard stand taken by the US,
the UK and France in the Unit-
ed Nations Security Coundil.

MASHAEE
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It is no
Asia’ policy:

i

Qudc. e A
«Government has embarked on a path of |

t

roa

deepening the ties with nations of the region”

RX Radhakrishnan 'The comprehensive
CHENNAL: After the successful economic pact to be
‘Look East’ policy thatled to vast siqned With the SiX'

improvement in relations with
east Asian countries, India was nation Gu"

taking steps to strengthen ties

taking steps 0 on g inic. Cooperation Council

ter of State for External Affairs is part of the effort to

E.Ahan'\gd sqid here on Sunday. b il d i t. ith
Stability in West Asia was uild closer ties W

critical not merely because India '

depended on the region for oil these countries

but also because of the huge In-

dian diaspora there. Hindu.

«Tt is not merely oil that One part of this plan related to
makes West Asia important to expanding the existing econom-
us. There are 4.5 million Indians / ic agreements and the other was
who live and work there,” said strengthening the strategic part-
Mr. Ahamed ahead of his trip to nerships with West Asian na-
Khartoum to participate, as an tions. The growing ties reflected
observer, in the Arab League in the number of visits by lead-
summit. ers of these countries to India

The 22-member League’s and vice-versa, and exchange of
summit opens on March 28 in business and trade delegations.
the Sudanese capital. . - —- .

The United Progressive Alli- Arab affairs
ance Government had embarked “India has been playing a very
on a path of “widening and dee- prominent role in Arab affairs.
pening’ relationship with coun- We were invited when the Suda-
tries in the region, he told The nese peace accord was signed [in

Nigeria] and we also participa-
ted in the Oslo conference and
pledged our support,” he said.
The comprehensive economic
pact to be signed with the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil was part of the effort to build
closer ties with these countries.
Non-oil trade had grown be-
tween India and west Asia and
this would receive a further
boost with the signing of the
agreement. Mr.Ahamed said
that in Khartoum he planned to
talk to leaders of many coun-
tries, including Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Libya and Palestine.

Palestine issue

On Palestine, he was of the
firm view that Israel and other
governments should deal with
the elected Hamas government.
“What was Likud before it came
to power in Israel, Hamas is no
different,” he said and added
that the reluctance of Israel to
hand over territories was prov-
ing to be a huge stumbling block
on the road towards peace in

Palestine. /
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Pranab in Oman
for talks on Dabhol
gas suppliessZs /

He will call on Sultan Qaboos

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: Defence Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee
is on a visit to Oman to
discuss natural gas sup-
pliesCfor the Dabhol
power* project, apart
from finalising the blue
print for military coop-
eration in the future.

During his three-day
visit, which began on
Friday, Mr. Mukherjee
carried forward the dia-
logue on gas supplies
for the Dabhol plant,
which began when
Prithviraj  Chauhan,
Minister of State in the
Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, visited Oman in
January.

Diplomatic sources
said a delegation, which

includes representa-
tives from the Gas Au-
thority of India

Limited (GAIL), and
the Maharashtra State
Electricity Board
(MSEB) had arrived in
Muscat ahead of Mr.
Mukherjee’s visit.

The Dabhol project
would generate 2100
MW of electricity when
both its phases come
online, slashing Maha-
rashtra’s power short-
age of 4,500MW by
nearly half.

The sources said that
the Omanese side had
not yet made any com-
mitment on the subject
of gas supplies. Mr.
Mukherjee would,
however, call on the
ruler of Oman, Sultan
Qaboos, on Sunday. On
Friday, he met Omar
Zawawi, the foreign
policy adviser to Sultan
Qaboos, where talks
covered a broad range
of issues including the
recent visit of U.S.
President George Bush
to India.

Defence
cooperation

On security, both
sides have identified
the key elements of

17 L'TYY 'ﬂ”%

Pranab Mukherjee

military cooperation in
December 2005, when
Oman’s Defence Minis-
ter visited India. Mr.
Mukherjee’s visit is ex-
pected to build on this
initiative - by defining
the institutional frame-
work, which will con-
cretise the defence
relationship.

Recognising Oman’s
strategic location, close
to the Straits of Hor-
muz from where there
is a steady stream of oil
tankers heading from
the Persian Gulf to-
wards Asia, both sides
are looking at the possi-
bility of establishing a
ship repairing facility
in Oman’s waters.

A delegation from
the Goa Shipyard and
the Garden Reach Ship-
yard is currently on a
visit to Oman’s capital
to discuss possible tie-
ups in shipbuilding.
With Oman showing
interest in Indian mil-
itary hardware, repre-
sentatives of defence
public sector undertak-
ings, the Ordnance Fac-
tory Board and Bharat
Electronics Limited are
present in Muscat, co-
inciding with the De-
fence Minister’s visit.

Mr. Mukherjee will
visit the Oman’s Wud-
ham naval base and the
Thumrait air base on
Sunday. Oman’s Chief
of Air Staff is currently
in Mumbai, less than a
week after the Naval
Chief, Admiral Arun
Prakash, visited Oman.
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THREAT TO RESUME URANIUM ENRICHMENT

Iran talks tough

ww WY Rn poa

g\%\

3tatesman News Service

NEW DELHI, March S. -~
In a surprising but signifi-
cant step ahead of the
1AEA (International
Atomic Energy
Association) meet on ihu
vexed Iran nuclear issuc,
the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh rang up
Russian  President Mr
Vladimir Putin and appre-
ciated Moscow’s

efforts to resolve the
issue through dialogue and
consultation.

The telephone talks late
fast night lasted 20 min-
utes, according to the
Prime Minister's Office.
The all-important TAEA
board of governors mect-
ing is slated for tomorrow.

The leaders exchanged
views in context of the
IAEA meeting, with Dr
Singh  welcoming and
appreciating Mr Putin’s
endeavour to address the
issue related to Iran’s
programme
through dialogue and

4 consultations.

T'houszh Tiheran has wel
comed the Russian offcr
for a joint venture on
Russian soil for uranium
enarichment, it has made it
clear that it would “not be
intimidated”. It has also
been insisting on some
enrichment even if it 1s
only at the research-oricni-
cd small-scale level.

iran and Russia had =
serics of talks in Moscow
carlier this month during
which Moscow offéred sei

0 F pracy AEg

ting up a juint venture on
I\ussldn soil and insisted
on restoration of status
quo by leheran that exist-
ed

before last vote by the
UN nucicar watchdog’s
board of governars meet-
ing in Vienna.

During the telcphone
conversation, Mr Putin and
Dr Singh also discussed
implementation of areas of
cooperation identified dur-
ing their last summit meet-
ing in  Moscow in
December 2005 ahead of
the forthcoming visit of
Russian Prime Minister Mr
Mikhail Fradkov later this
month.

The Russian leader
briefed the Prime Minister
about the G-8 Summit
being hosted by Russia in
St Petersburg in July 2006
and Dr Singh conveyed
acceptance of President
Putin’s invitation to partic-
ipate in a

broader dialogue with G-
&, according to the PMO.

The discussion also cov-
cred India-Russia bilateral
economic and commercial
refations. Dy Singh
cxpressed satistuction that
the bilateral agreement on
Russia’s accession to the
WTO had been signed
recently in accordance with
his commitment to him
(Mr Putin) during their
fast meeting, the
spokesman said. The two
leaders also discussed the
ongoing co-operation in
civilian nuclear cnergy.

Another report.on page 2

Manmohan, Putin
exchange views

TEHERAN, March 5. — Iran today warned that it will
start large- scale uranium enrlchment it it is referred to
the UN Security Council.

“If ran’s nuclear dossier is referred to the UN Security
Council, (large scale) uranium enrichment will be
resumed,” Iran’s top nuclear negotiator Mr Ali Larijani
told a press conference.

“If they (the USA and its allies) want to use force, we
will pursue our own path,” he said.

The International Atomic Energy Agency will meet in
Vienna tomorrow to discuss iran’s nuclear programme
and decide whether to refer the issue to the Security
Council which could impose sanctions on Teheran.

Iran only has an experimental research programme and
it would need months to begin any large-scale
enrichment.

Mr Larijani also said Iran would not give up nuclear
research and warned that taking Iran to the UN Security
Council will not make the Islamic republic back down
from pursuing a peaceful nuclear programme.

“Nuclear research and development is part of Iran’s
national interests and sovereignty and won't give it up,”
he said.

Mr Larijani’'s comment means iran won't stop the
research-scale uranium enrichment it began last month
amid diplomatic efforts aimed at a possible
compromise in negotiations with Russia and
Europeans. “They (the USA and its allies) should not
think that taking ran to the UN Security Council will
bring any achievement (for them). Of course, we don't
welgome it. It has been our effort to resolve the issue
through diplomatic means. We don’t want anything
beyond our legitimate rights (under the nuciear non-
proliferation Treaty),” he said.

“Taking Iran to the UN Security Council is not an
advantage for us and others. It can also make
problems for others. However, it will not cause Iran to
give up nuclear research and development. If anybody
doubts this, they can test it,” he told reporters.

“We have kept open all peaceful ways. We have no
interest to use oil as a weapon because international
morale security is important to us,” he said.

Earlier, foreign ministry spokesman Mr Hamid Reza
Asefi had said Iran could reach a nuclear agreement
with Russia or Europe within the next few hours. — AP

THE STATESMAN
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Deal’s ﬁné
but Iran’;;
on mind

BANGALORE, March 4, —-
The CPI-M today said that
the Indo-US nucicar deal
wias not 4 serious issue to
“rock” the UPA govern-

ment, but warned the
Centre  against  voting
against Iran at the 6

March IAEA meeling.

“The nuclear deal 1s not
a great threat to the gov-
ernment. If the govern-
ment doces not address the
apprchensions raised by
‘CPI-M, then we will have
to think it over,” CPI-M
Poliburo member Mr §i-
taram Yechury teld re-
porters here. The party
would, however, wait for
the announcement on the
deal by Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh before
offering, its views, he said.
“We arc waiting for the
Prime Minister’s  state-
ment on the deal. Dr
Manomhan Singh has tak-
en a correct stand by his
decision to inform the
Parliament on the issue,”
he said.

He asked the govern-
ment not to make any
move to implement the
deal until the US Congress
made amendments in nec-
essary laws. “We should
0 ahead only on the basis
of reciprocity.” On the
Jjran issue, he iteraled his
party’s stand that India
should not vote against
Tehran at the 6 March

~

/00

Advani denounces

PUNE, March 4. —-
Denouncing demonstrati-
ons by the Left parties aga-
inst US President George
Bush'’s visit, Opposition
leader in the Lok Sabha Mr
LK Advani today said that
India should decide for
itself its the minimum credi-
ble nuclear deterrence.
Addressing a group of stu-
dents at the MIT School of
Governance {(SOG) here,
he said that if they had any
grievances, that shouid
have sorted it out with the -
government. PTI &

1AEA mecting, to refer that
country’s nuclear pro-
gramme to the UN Securi-
ly Council. “It is not that
CPI-M  supports Iran’s
nuke programme, but the
issuc should be settled
within the TAEA.” Mr Yo
chury said. He wanted In-
dia to abstain from voting
in the event of the issuc
coming, for a vote.
Commenting on the Un-
ion budget, Mr Yechury
said finance minister Mr P
Chidambaram had not
fully utilised the potential
that existed to mop up re-
sources to fund social sec
tors like agriculture. No
other finance minister has
had a better cconomic sit
uation, with a zooming
sensex, to raise move re
sources than the proposed
Rs 6,000 crore, he said.
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» M&igh;é\)e, efforts on

Says India's

Special Correspondes

NEW DELHI: The Goveratidist on
Monday indicated thetijoki-
tion it took on the Irsp-fGsulear
issue at the February 8 miseting
of the International Ateigle En-
elﬁy Agency (IAEA) was-got fi-
n . e E L

“We have never stated that
this is our final position betause
the situation is evolvinj” Pe-
fence Minister Pranab Mgicher-
jee said intervenitgdn a
discussion in the Lok fi

Science and Techtdegiin
ister Kapil Sibal gave-piteler in-
dications in the- ¢ Subha,

responding to clarificalibus on
Prime Minister -~ Mamiichan
Singh’s February 17 stetethent.

The issue was not just ohe of
" pational interest but of enlight-

ened national interest, he said.
“We are in a fluid situation
and continue to be. We will look
at the pros and cons when the
situation presents itself on
March 6. If it comes to vote, we
will take a decision consistent
with enlightened self-interest.”
In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Muk-
herjee, responding to repeated
queries why India had not ab-
stained from voting at the meet-
ing, indicated that its position
could change. “We will continue
to try to evolve a consensus and
an arrangement that is accept-
able to all. In a sensitive matter
like this, we should have more
time for talks and not take con-

‘1/",—'
ot

NN I B
evolve consensus

frontationist positions that
could precipitate matters.”

The Minister sought to allay
fears that India’s vote would af-
fect its historic ties with Iran,
jeopardising bilateral agree-
‘ments, existing and those in the
pipeline.

To similar views expressed in
the Rajya Sabha, Mr. Sibal said
Iran had voted against India on
several international resolu-
tions in the Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference and the
International Human Rights
Commission but that did not
“spoil” the relations between the
countries.

“We do not understand how
our vote in the IAEA will spoil it

now.” /

P
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LNG in pipeline
despite IAEA vote

BEXPRESS NEWS SERVICE C'@ What S }n%t is that India,

I

Y+ NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 24

WHILE some tough negotiations
were underway in South Block toseal
the civilian nuclear energy coopera-
tion agreement with the US, New
Dethi was at the same time giving a
message to Tehran yesterday that it
was committed to the Iran-Pakistan-
India pipeline.

This was con-

Pakistan and the United States work
together to send a firm message to
the Iranians that a development of a
nuclear weapon is unacceptable.”
Safari, who was slated to visit India
fewmonths ago, is here for regular for-
eign office consultations. He assured
India that there was no thought in Iran
to go back on any of its deals after the
IAEA vote. Tehran is in talks with
Moscow to work

veyed to Iranian ‘Both sides reaffirmed out a plan for ura-
Deputy Foreign  their commitment to %amnwileln{ichment
fari, ;;;}l:illllgl ﬁSI:; the Ira.n-Pfjnkistan-India fortnego%llz\\,tc;;g: (t:g
I¥a.nian .ofﬁcial to gas plpehne and also resolvc; the matter.
e ama o hoped foran “early SR TG
at Vienna, “Both Tatification of the LNG  ity” was needed to
sides”, the ME{\ dea ” that had ah-eady ﬁnd‘a solution t'o
spokesperson said b . d the issue and said
“reaffirmed their €€n signe all sides should
commitment to the A “eschew  con-

Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline” and
also hoped for an “early ratification
of the LNG deal” that had already
beensigned.

- frontation” and “exercise restraint”.

New Delhi had voted in favour of
the EU-3 resolution that calls for re-
porting the matter to the UNSC but

This comes right after US Presi-  gives time for the IAEA DG to com-
dent George W Bush told Pakistani  plete its report by March 6 when the
journalists, in response to a query  IAEA board meets again on the issue.
on the pipeline, that he would like Safari yesterday had talks with
to see a unified message go out Minister of State for External Affairs
from India, US and PakistantoIran ~ Anand Sharma, National Security
that it must comply to non-prolifer- Adviser MK Narayanan and Foreign
ation commitments. Secretary Shyam Saran.

NS b ’D
- ) ! "l“d /.r
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Cites proliferation in extended neighbourhood

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Friday cited
“security concerns arising from
proliferation activities in our ex-
tended neighbourhood” and
Teheran’s failure to adhere to in-
ternational commitments as the
main reasons for India’s current
stance on the Iran nuclear issue.
Making identical statements
in both Houses of Parliament,
Dr. Singh, said Iran “clandes-
tinely” imported centrifuges and
designs, whose source “lies in
our own neighbourhood, details
of which have emerged from suc-
cessive reports. ... India cannot
afford to turn a blind eye to the
security implications of such
proliferation activities.”

Iran’s activities

He urged the members to view
the issue of Iran’s rights and
obligations in the context of de-
velopments over the past three
years. Initially, Iran allowed In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency  (IAEA) investigations
inte its nuclear activities, some
of which were undeclared. It also
suspended enrichment and
processing till questions relating
to its past nuclear activities were
clarified. But late last year, it re-
sumed uranium enrichment and
the production of uranium hex-
afluoride.

Concerned at the escalating
rhetoric and the possibility of a
confrontation over the issue, the
Prime Minister advocated all
sides to exercise “restraint, dem-
onstrate flexibility and continue
with dialogue to reach an amica-

ble solution.” The Government
was also aware of the need to
balance important considera-
tions, including its strong rela-
tionship with Iran. “We have
every intention of ensuring that
no shadow is cast on these
bonds,” he assured. India re-
mained committed to the pro-
posed Iran-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline, but the economics of
the project was being examined.
India’s political, economic
and security interests would be
adversely affected if the situa-
tion deteriorated in West Asia as
it hosts 35 lakh Indian citizens,
“whose welfare is a major con-
cern of my Government.”
“Therefore, our approach has
been consistently in favour of
promoting all efforts to find a

solution ‘based on acceptable
mutual compromises, in which
Iran’s interests and the concerns
of the international community
would be addressed. We have
consistently worked to promote
aconsensus in the IAEA towards
this end.”

At the same time, Dr. Singh
hoped the current talks on locat-
ing a nuclear enrichment facility
on Russian soil to meet Iranian
requirements would have a posi-
tive outcome. “It is also our hope
and belief that the issues that
have arisen can still be resolved
through discussion and dia-

logue.”

Text of statement: OP-ED Page

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: Parliament will
discuss the Iran issue on
February 23. This was the
outcome of a meeting
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Priyaranjan
Dasmunsi had with Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Jaswant Singh and other party
leaders.

It was pointed out that on
February 20 the Prime
Minister would be busy with
the visit of French President
Jacques Chirac. Moreover,
Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee and some party
leaders did not want to break

Discussion on February 23

with the tradition of
discussing the President’s
address through a motion of
thanks before taking up any
other discussion.

It was agreed that the
completion of the debate on
the motion of thanks would be
advanced by a day to February
22 with the Prime Minister
giving his reply the same day
in both Houses. The
discussion on Iran will take
place the next day. By and
large Congress was pleased
that the “feedback” they
received from the Opposition
and supporting parties on the
Prime Minister’s statement
was “good.”
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“Full text of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s s
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AKING into account the

concerns that have been

raised about India’s vote
on the Iran nuclear issue at the
meeting of the governing board of
the International Atomic Energy
Agencyin Vienna, on February 5,
2006, I rise to apprise this august
House of the facts of this matter.
Letme beginby affirming that In-
dia’s vote on the IAEA resolution
doesnot, in anyway, detract from
the traditionally close and friendly
glationswe are privileged to enjoy
ith Iran. Indeed, India-Iran ties,
s we have repeatedly empha-

For
the ‘S

RECORD

sised, are civilisational in nature.
We intend to further strengthen
and expand our multifaceted ties
with Iran to mutual benefit.

Let me also state that the im-
portance of India’s relations with
Iran is nottimited to any single is-
sue or aspect. This relationship is
important across a wide expanse
of cooperation, both bilateral and
multilateral. We also cooperate
on regional issues. We value this
relationship and intend to do what
We can to nurture bilatera] ties,
Let me reiterate in this context
that we are committed to the pro-
posed Tran-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline. The economics of this
project is currently under profes-
sional investigation by interna-
tionally reputed consultants, This
Is a necessary step in taking the
pipeline project forward.

On the specific issue of Iran’s
nuclear programme, let me reiter-
ate what I've said publicly on seve-
raloccasions. Asa signatory to the
NPT Iran has the legal right to de-
velop peaceful uses of nuclear ene-
Igy consistent with its international
commitments and obligations. It is

incumbent upon Iran to EXEICiSe .

these rights in the context of safe-
guards that it has voluntarily accep-
ted upon its nuclear programme
under the IAEA. These rights and
obligations must also be seen in co-
ntext of developments since 2003,

\
when IAEA b&g%n se:}dng ans-
wers to a number of questions aris-
ing from Iran’s nuclear activities,
some of which were undeclared to
the IAEA in previous years,
Subsequently, in context of
these demands, Iran did extend
cooperation to the IAEA in inves-
tigations of its some of these activi-
ties. In November 2004, Iran

agreed with the EU-3 (France, g

Germany, and the UK) to volun-
tarily suspend all enrichment and
reprocessing activities until ques-
tions relating to its pastnuclear ac-
tivities were clarified bythe IAEA,

However, since August last year,
Iran has tenewed production of
uranium hexafluoride and, there-
after, has resumed uranium enric-
hment. Successive reports of the
director general of the IAEA have
noted that while Iran’s cooperation
hasresulted in clarifying a number
of questions, there remain many
unresolved questions on keyissues,
These include the use of centrifu-
gesimported from third ocountries,
and designs relating to fabrication
of metallic hemispheres. Hon'ble
members are aware that the
source of such clandestine prolif-
eration of sensitive technologies
lies in our own neighbourhood,
details of which have ‘emerged
from successive IAEA reports.
"This august House will agree that
India cannot afford to turn a blind
eye tosecurity implications of such
proliferation activities.

The objectives of upholding
Iran’s rights and obligations and
our security concerns arising from
proliferation activities in our exten-
ded neighbourhood have sRaped
our position. Therefore, our appr-
oach has been consistently in fav-
our of promoting all efforts to find
a solution, based on acceptable
mutual compromises, in which
Iran’sinterests and the concerns of
the international community
would be addressed. We have co-
sistently worked to promote a con-
sensus in the IAEA towards this
end. Thishasbeen the logic of our
stand at the IAEA board of gover-
nors meetings both in September
2005 and earlier this month,

# I'might remind hon’ble memb-
ersthat it is only on these two occa-
sions that the resolution that resu-
lted has not been a consensus one,
andavote hasbeen necessary. De-
spite that, in the latest vote this
month, the resolution not only had

-_—

y relations we enjoy Witglhgu Iran’
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Hon’ble members are aware that the scurce of

thoto statement on Iran in Parliament

. - A\ Vg
‘India’s vote does not

etract from the

such clandestine proliferation of sensitive
technologies lies in our own neighbourhood,
details of which have emerged from successive
- IAEA reports. This august House will -
agree that India cannot afford to turn a blind
eye to security implications of such

the support of all P-5 countries inc-

luding Russia and China, but also*

of important NAM and develop-
ing countries such as Argentina,
Brazil, Egypt, Ghana, Singapore,
Yemen and Sri Lanka. The resoly.
tions passed in September last year
and earlier this month underlfined

proliferation activities

forts including through explo-
ration of the option provided by

Russia, which we have supported, *

Hon’ble members are aware
that Russia had offered to locatea
joint venture project on Russian
soil to address Iranian heeds for
enriched uranium, provided Iran

Iwould like to reiterate our unshakeable
conviction that such a sensitive issue, which
- concerns the rights and international
obligations of sovereign nation and a proud
people can only be addressed through calm,
reasoned diplomacy and the willingness on all
sides to eschew confrontation and seek

the need for time to be given for
diplomatic efforts to continue, The
recent resolution of February 5
asks the director general of IAEA
toinform the UN Security Council
of the status of negotiations with
Iran,and the steps that Iran needs
totake to address these questions,
It calls for continued diplomatic ef-

acceptable compromise solutions

suspends its enrichment pro-
gramme to increase international
confidence regarding the unre-
solved questions of the last two
decades. Russia and Iran are cur-
rently in discussions on the sub-
ject, and we remain hopeful of a
positive outcome. It is our hope
and belief that the issues that have

o T
arisen can still be resolved
through discussion and dialogue.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have set out
the background in which we have
taken a position at the IAEA. |
would like to reiterate our
unshakeable conviction that such 3
sensitive issue, which concerns the
rights and international obliga-
tions of sovereign nation and a
proud people can only be ad-
dressed through calm, reasoned
diplomacy and the willingness on
all sides to eschew confrontation
and seek acceptable compromise
solutions. We are therefore deeply
concerned by escalating rhetoric
and growing tensions and the Ppos-
sibility of a confrontation over this
issue. This is a matter of concern
for us as tensions in this region —
where ourvital political, economic
and security interests are involved
— affects us directly. The region
hosts 3.5 million Indian citizens
whose welfare is a major concern
of my government.

We therefore call upon all con-
cerned to exercise restraint,
demonstrate flexibility and con-
tinue with dialogue, to reach an
amicable solution. As | men-
tioned, there will be another
meeting of the TAEA board in
March this year acwhich a full and
regular report will be presented
bythe IAEA director-general,

In the days to come, we will
support diplomatic efforts in this
regard, drawing upon our friendly
relations with all the key countries
involved. The government is con-
scious of the need to balance
several important considerations
in this regard. We have a strong
and valuable relationship with
Iran which we would like to take
forward in a manner that is mutu-
ally beneficial. We have great re-
spectand admiration for the Iran-
ian people with whom our

- fraternal ties go back several mil-

lennia. We have every intention of
ensuring that no shadow is cast on
these bonds.

Inthe overall context that [ have
outlined in detail, I am confident
that this august House wil] agree
that the stance taken by this gov-
ernment has been consistent and
in keeping with our own well con-
sidered and independent judg-
ment of our national interests, [
am confident that this policy will
receive the support of this House
and our nation,

-



“India,

NEW DELHI, Feb. 12. —
The  two-way trade
between India and the
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) has the potential of
touching $25 billion by
2010 from the present level
of $16.3 billion, the
Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of
India (Assocham) has said.

A white paper on ‘Indo-
GCC Trade Prospects’
brought out by the
Assocham projected the
share of India’s exports to
touch $15 biltion, while
GCC imports tO India
would go up to $10 billion
by 2010. The current level
of two-way trade is about
$16.3 billion, of which
Indian exports to GCC
comprise 9.4 billion
against imports of $ 6.9 bil-
lion, the chamber reveals.

According Y the find-
ings of thepaper, drafted
for the amber’s confer-
enceon Indo-Gulf cooper-

7 ErD onng [

billion. As regard

went up

GCC tl‘@de 1o\
touch $25\\§ by

jon to be
February. India’s trade

with GCC countries 10

terms of its exports have
registered an increase of
33.04 per cent from 2003-
04 to 2004-05 from a figure
of $7 billion to over
s imports
from GCC countries, they
by 115 per cent
from 2003-04 1o 2004-05
from a little over $3 billion
to $6.9 billion. The total
trade in terms of percent-
age has gone up by 58.59
per cent during the period.
Crude oil import from
GCC  countries would
form a major contribution
in India’s import trade bos-
ket as manufacturing i
the domestic industy
would accelerate substan
tially, and lead to highe
energy demand for the
domestic industry. India is
projected to replace South
Korea and emerge a8 the
fourth largest consumer of
energy after the US. China
and Japan.
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to peace: Israel ¥ o

iews

Both sides are open to h(egr Indianv

o~F No talks with Hamas til
< It shuns violence

NEW DELHI: As the recent electoral
victory of Hamas radical outfi

puts a question mark on the fu-
ture of the West Asia peace proc-
ess, Israel on Thursday said
India could “contribute” by talk-

ing to both Palestinian and Is-"

rael but asserted that it would
not deal with the group tll it
shunned violence.

However, the issue had to be
resolved bilaterally between Is-
rael and Palestine, Israeli Am-
bassador to India David Danieli
said in an interview to PTI here.

“We are very much of the view
that the issue should be resolved
bilaterally. We wish it to be done
directly across the negotiation
table,” he said amid apprehen-
sions over the peace process af-
ter Hamas' victory.

On whether New Delhi can
play a role in sustaining the
peace Pprocess, the envoy said,
“India certainly can contribute
by having a dialogue with Pal-
estinians and with Israel. India
maintains equally good relations
with both. So the ears of both
sides are certainly open to hear
Indian views and advice&

He emphasised that Israel

Hamas, despite its electoral vic-
tory, till it renounced violence
and recognised Israel’s right to
exist. ~

“One cannot expect Israel to
engage in a political process with
a terrorist entity. Hamas has
been responsible for the killing
of over 500 Israelis in the last
two years alone,” he said.

“If the Hamas wishes to move
forward for a dialogue with Is-
rael, it has to change. It has to
climb down from the high tree
and satisfy the demands put in
by the international communi-
ty,” the envoy underlined.

Mr. Danieli, a career diplomat
who has been in India for the last
two-and-a-half years, spoke on a
wide range of issues such as
growing cooperation between

ﬁsra,e& worrled M
programme

e Seope for nuclear deal
. with India ruled out

India and Israel in various sec-
tors, including defence, agricul-
ture and science and technology.
Asked about indications of Israel
and Pakistan forging links for the
first time, he said: “I assure Indi-
an friends that none would come
at the expense of wonderful bi-
lateral relations between Israel
and India.”

On Iran’s nuclear issue, he
said Israel shared the concerns
of the international community
and hoped for an “appropriate
solution that will alleviate our
concerns as well as concerns of
the international community in
an adequate manner.”

On India-Israel defence coop-
eration, Mr. Danieli said it had
gone beyond the buyer-seller re-

wouild ‘nave nutting ‘2 da with. lationship to developing tech-

nology and equipment jomntly.
Pointing out that the defence
ties were “growing steadily”, the
envoy said Tel Aviv was having
joint cooperation with New Del-
hi “practically in every aspect of
the sector.”

Asked about the prospects of a
civilian nuclear deal between In-
dia and Israel, he ruled out scope
for any such development. “Is-
rael has no nuclear deals with
any other country. So I don’t see
the scope for such a deal,” he
explained.

He described as significant the
visits of Ministers Kamal Nath,
Sharad Pawar and Kapil Sibal to
Israel recently, saying it had
helped further consolidate the
“robust” ties between the two
countries.

THE HINCU




ffﬁia should -

work towards
consensus on
Iran n-issue: Left

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Wednesday reiterated their
stance that the Iran nuclear is-
sue should be resolved peaceful-
ly and through negotiations
within the framework of the In-
ternational  Atomic  Energy
Agency and hoped that India
would work towards forming a
consensus opinion.

They said they took note that
the Foreign Ministers of the per-
manent members of the United
Nations Security Council and
Germany have jointly issued a
statement on January 31 to “re-
port” the Iranissue to the UNSC.
But any decision to take action
«to reinforce the authority of the
IAEA process” will be deferred
to March until the report of th
IAEA Director General becom
available.

“We remain opposed to an
sreferral’ of the issue to the UN

Security Council as was earlier |,

envisaged by the U.S. and some
Furopean countries. Qur stand
has been consistent that any
IAEA resolution should prefer-
ably emanate out of a consensus
opinion among the member-
countries represented in the
TAEA Board of Governors,” the
Left parties said ina joint state-
ment after a meeting here.

They said they hoped the Gov-
ernment would work towards
forming a consensus especially
in consultation with the major

countries of the Non-AlignedJ

Movement.

THE rinbU
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India votes for Iran referral

SNS and Agencxes 9

NEW DELHI/VIENNA, Feb. 4. - Along
with 26 other nations, India today
voted in favour of reporting Iran (o
the Security Council by dint of a res-
olution in the UN nuclear agency.
“Well-balanced” was how India
described the decision, allowing six
weeks for more intense negotiations
before any action could be taken
against the Islamic republic. The 35-
member board of governors of the
Vienna-based International Atomic
Energy Agency today passed the reso-
lution 27-3 with five abstentions, The
three opponents, predictably, were
Syria, Cuba and  Venezucla.
Intonesia, Belarus, Algcria, South
Africa and Libya made themsclves
scarce. India, which has said that a
confrontation should be avoided and

e \lhat thc mdtter be resolved within the

purview of the IAFA, noted that the
resolution had left “six weeks, before
a March IAFA board meeting, for
diplomatic efforts to continue and to
get negotiations between the FU-3
(Britain, Germany and France) and
Iran back on track.” The IAEA session
was called by the EU-3 to report Iran
to the Security Council for violating
provisions of the nuclear non-prolif-
cration treaty and for lack of confi-
dence that its nuclear programme
had no weapons component. The
issues were reflected in the resolution
but, at the samc time, it also asked the
Security Council not to take any puni-
tive action against Iran until the IAEA
director-gencral presented his report
on 6 March. This was a concession to
Russia and China, who had support-
cd the EU-3 and the USA in a joint

statement released by forcigh minis-
ters in London on 31 January. The
support by all the P-5 members made
it easier for the UPA government to
explain to India’s Communists its
cndorsement of the resolution. The
vote showed a clear divide in the non-
aligned camp, with India, Sri Lanka,
Singapore,  Fcuador, Colombia,
Ghana, Egypt and Yemen saying yes.
Of the board’s three Arab members,
Egypt and Yemen voted in favour of
the resolution. The external affairs
ministry’s spokesperson, Mr Naviej
Sarna, said that scveral amendments
suggested by non-aligned countries
had been included in the final resolu-
tion. India said that its vote should not
be interpreted as a move away from
the traditionally close and friendly
relations it enjoyed with Iran.

More reports on pages 10 & 12
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PRAMIT Pal Chaudhuri
Rawdah Kraam (Saudi Arabia),
January 22

INDIA OCCUPIES a special place
with Saudi Arabia and restoring
bilateral ties “to its past glory” is
one of his key objectives in visit-
ing India this week, said King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi ruler said he had
been regularly reading on devel-
opments in India, including how
it was achieving “faster than nor-
mal” economic growth. “I believe
above average economic growth
shows the Indian people to be
practical and productive.”

King Abdullah said Saudi Ara-
bia hoped India would succeed in
its economic endeavours.

His country was in a position
to supply India with all its energy
needs. “This depends on the de-
sire of India,” he said. Saudi Ara-
bia wanted to strengthen ties
with India through energy rela-
tions. “We are ready to provide
energy to India in the long-term.”

In a signal of Saudi interest in
investing in India’s petroleum in-
frastructure, he advised India to
look at the issue of refining. Re-
fining shortages were a key rea-
son for high petrol prices. “Such
capacity plays a key role in deter-
mining local prices for o0il,” he
said. More generally, King Abdul-
lah said the present high price of
oil was not in the interests of the
developing world. Sources say his
visit will lead to Saudi firms and
capital being used to build re-

HT INTERVIEW | King Abdullah of Saudi Arabid

For a new warmth with India
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fineries in India.

Sensitive as to how Saudi Ara-
bia’s close military and political
relationship with Pakistan is per-
ceived in India, King Abdullah in-
sisted his country’s ties with In-
dia were “not related to its rela-
tions with Pakistan.” He repeat-
edly stressed his desire for an
Indo-Saudi relationship inde-
pendent of any third country,
whether it was Pakistan, China

i

AFP

- King Abdullah on his arrival in Beijing on Sunday.

or the United States.

King Abdullah, presently on a
four-nation tour that is his first
state visit since ascending the
throne, said India should have ob-
server status at the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference similar
to that held by Russia. He added it
would be “beneficial” if India’s
entry was put forward “by a na-
tion like Pakistan”. This was in-
terpreted by sources as indirect

0S4 TIMES

energised relations

SR

" criticism of Islamabad which has

been the primary obstacle to In-
dia’s entry into the OIC.

He expressed the hope tensions
between the two South Asian
countries could be eased “for the
benefit of both countries”. The
Saudimonarch said, “I believe the
Indo-Pakistan conflict is not in the
interests of either country” and
regretted that this rivalry had led
to violence and the loss of “inno-
cent lives”. He asked why this ri-
valry could not be resolved
through dialogue. Such a resolu-
tion would “enhance the image
and reputation of both countries”.

He responded to long-standing
charges that Saudi money fi-
nances Islamic militant groups in
Pakistan by saying, “Saudi finan-
cial-support to Pakistan is only"

. given to the government of Pak-

istan”. He was categorical that
his government did not support
terrorism in any way. “We are
also victims of terrorism,” he
said. “Those who level this
charge are basing them on any-
thing but facts.”

King Abdullah, who prefers his
temporal title of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques, spoke at
length about the present religious
problems of the day. He noted
Muslims needed to resolve differ-
ences between themselves and
with others. “Fears about the Is-
lamic faith are not justified,” he
said. “The Islamic faith is about
love, compassion and brother-
hood...it is a faith that calls for di
alogue.”
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- Don’t vote against
Iran again »\

. hen the International Atomic Energy Agency
-W convenes an emergency meeting of its Board of
Governors in the next few weeks, India must
! not allow itself to be dragooned into joining
“the Washington-led nuclear lynch mob against Iran. Last
September, the Manmohan Singh Government tock the
politically shameful and morally indefensible decision of
voting for a resolution that found Iran in non-compliance
with its IAEA safeguards agreement and obligated the even-
tual referral of the matter to the United Nations Security
Council. Like a judge who votes to send a man to the gallows
but adds he doesn’t really believe the convict is guilty, India
said in its “explanation of vote” that it did not consider Iran
to be in non-compliance or that the issue should be referred
to the UNSC. These caveats were presented to the Indian
public as proof that the Government was committed to a
resolution of the Iranian nuclear question through dialogue
and negotiation. As recently as December 6, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh told a press conference he addressed
jointly with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow
that India hoped the Iranian issue would be settled through
the IAEA. If these stances are to have any meaning, India
must resist Washington’s efforts to haul Iran before the
Security Council. An Indian abstention would not endanger
the July 18 nuclear agreement; on the contrary, it should
ensure that India is not squeezed by the U.S. into granting
even more concessions on the nuclear front.

The apparent provocation for the latest round of pressure
is the Iranian decision to resume research work on uranium
enrichment at its safeguarded facilities. This work remained
suspended for more than two years following assurances by
Britain, France, and Germany (the E-3) of a comprehensive
package that would accommodate both Iran’s right to an
autonomous nuclear energy programme and western con-
cerns about the danger of Iran acquiring nuclear weapons.
The package the E-3 came up with last year was an insult to
the Iranians because they were told they had no right to the
civilian nuclear fuel cycle. The Europeans made matters
worse by refusing to entertain any future negotiations on
the issue, and it was up to Moscow to restart the dialogue
process by proposing the establishment of joint enrichment
facilities on Russian territory. The Iranians are amenable to
this suggestion provided their right to uranium enrichment
is recognised, something the E-3 and the U.S. have set their
face against. The research being conducted is legal and fully
covered by IAEA safeguards. Aside from the lack of any legal
basis for threatening Iran with sanctions, India should con-
sider what the U.S. pressure on Teheran will do to in-
ternational oil prices as well as to the overall security
scenario in West Asia. Last September, the Indian Govern-
ment acted supinely, against national interests, in siding
with the U.S. on Iran. That blunder must not be repeated.
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" India, Iran and the nuclear challenge

Siddharth Varadarajan

N THE next few weeks, the Manmohan

Singh Government will face its second ma-

jor test on the Iranian nuclear front. For

the United States and its European allies
appear determined to refer Teheran to the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council for pursuing a civil-
jan nuclear energy programme in defiance of
Washington’s diktats. The provocation for the
latest western hysteria is Iran’s decision to con-
duct research experiments on uranium conver-
sion and other aspects of the civilian nuclear fuel
cycle. These experiments are taking place in
facilities that are fully safeguarded by the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (AEA).
Moreover, these activities are in no way prohib-
ited under either the Nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT) or Iran’s Safeguards Agreement
with the IAEA, published by the Agency as Inf-
circ 214.

Article 4 of Infcirc 214 states: “The safeguards
provided for in this Agreement shall be imple-
mented in a manner designed: (2) To avoid ham-
pering the economic and technological
development of Iran or international co-oper-
ation in the field of peaceful nuclear activities,
including international exchange of nuclear ma-
terial; (b) To avoid undue interference in Iran’s
peaceful nuclear activities, and in particular in
the operation of facilities; ...”

It is worth noting that Infcirc 214 — the pri-
mary legal covenant governing relations be-
tween Iran and the TAEA — explicitly rules out
the Agency doing anything that might hamper
Iran’s technological development in the field of
peaceful nuclear activities. Conducting research
and experiments on the nuclear fuel cycle clearly
falls under this category. Nevertheless, the U.S.
as well as Britain, France, and Germany (the
so-called European-3 or E-3) now want the
IAEA Board of Governors to convene on an

CARTOONSCAPE

Siding again with the U.S. and its allies in their

illegal pressure on Iran will weaken India’s -
hand on the civil nuclear cooperation |
4

and energy fronts.

emergency basis with the aim of referring Iran to
the UNSC for the crime of being in non-compli-
ance with its safeguards obligations.

Under the Safeguards Agreement, Iran is
obliged to accept safeguards “on all source or
special fissionable material in all peaceful nucle-
ar activities ... for the exclusive purpose of verify-
ing that such material is not diverted to nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.” On
its part, the IAEA has “the right and obligation”
to ensure that safeguards are applied on all such
activities “for the exclusive purpose of verifying
that such material is not diverted to nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.”
Over the years, Iran (like South Korea, Taiwan,
Egypt and a few other countries) had failed to
report to the JAEA — and hence ensure safe-
guards upon — a number of nuclear-related
transactions and activities.

These instances were thoroughly investigated
by the Agency’s inspectors and the relevant files
on these closed. Thus in his report to the JAEA
Board of Governors on September 2, 2005, Di-
rector General Mohammed el-Baradei noted
that “all the declared nuclear material in Iran
has been accounted for, and therefore such ma-
terial is not diverted to prohibited activities.” Dr.
el-Baradei said, however, that the IAEA was not
yet in a position to conclude that there were no
“undeclared” nuclear activities taking place in
Iran — an obligation that stems not from the
safeguards agreement but only from the Addi-
tional Protocol that Iran said it would volun-
tarily adhere to in 2003.

Despite this finding, the Board of Governors —
acting under the pressure of the U.S. and the E-3
— voted on September 24 last year to find Iran in
non-compliance with its safeguards agreement
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in the context of article XIIC of the IAEA Statu-
te. Conveniently overlooked was the fact that
article XIIC, as well as articles 18 and 19 of
Infcirc 214, define non-compliance essentially as
diversion of safeguarded material for prohibited
purposes, something Dr. el-Baradei had explicit-
ly ruled out. As a sop to countries uncomfortable
with the manner in which the Iranian question
was being unduly politicised, the board decided
to keep in abeyance the timing of the referral of
Iran to the U.N. Security Council mandated un-
der XIIC. However, this sop was meant only as a
temporary expedient to be withdrawn at the first
convenient moment. And that moment, as far as
Washington is concerned, has now arrived.

Given the current composition of the 35-
member Board of Governors, the U.S. should
have no difficulty in garnering the votes needed
to send the Iran docket to the Security Council.
Though what will happen after is anyone’s guess,
the U.N.s experience with Irag suggests that
coercion and punitive measures do not help mat-
ters when it comes to allaying international con-
cerns about the possible presence of illegal
nuclear weapon-related facilities in any given
country. In Dr. el-Baradei’s words, the JAEA is
not yet in & position to declare that Iran has “no
undeclared nuclear activities or facilities.” If the
IAEA’s inability to make such a declaration were
to become grounds for reporting a country to the
Security Council and threatening it with sanc-
tions, no less than 106 countries would have to
be put in the dock because they have either not
signed or not yet ratified or implemented the
Additional Protocol. .

If the aim is to ensure Iran has no undeclared
nuclear activities — an urgent and laudable aim,
one might add — the best way to accomplish it is

-

to ensure the continuation of IAEA inspections.
Sites suspected of hiding clandestine facilities

-€ould be targeted for surprise or short-notice

inspections. But if the aim is to maintain the veil
of ambiguity as a future casus belli, referring
Iran to the UNSC would be the logical step to
take because Washington is desperate to “trap”
Teheran into severing its links with the IAEA or
declaring it will no longer allow inspections —
the one route through which its innocence can
be established.

For the Manmohan Singh Government, the
latest drive to refer Iran to the UNSC and impose
sanctions”as punishment poses a particularly
difficult legal and political challenge. In Septem-
ber last year, India voted for the IAEA resolution
but also provided an “explanation of vote” in
which it stated that it did not believe Iran was in
non-compliance or that the Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme had given rise to questions that were
within the competence of the Security Council.
Nothing has happened since September to inval-
idate these two reservations.

If anything, the November 2, 2005, report of
Dr. el-Baradei was reasonably upbeat on Iranian
cooperation, which was why the E-3 wisely de-
cided not to press for an immediate Security
Council referral. And the resumption of safe-
guarded nuclear research — though marking an
end to Iran’s voluntary, self-imposed suspension
of all fuel cycle-related activity — can hardly be
called a violation of IAEA safeguards.

One could, at best, question Teheran’s politi-
cal wisdom in choosing to end this suspension at
the present time but not its sovereign right to do
so. If India’s vote against Iran last year surprised
the world and created a political storm at home,

. voting again now would make a mockery of the

country’s formally stated positions and ques-
tion, once again, the Government’s commitment
to an “independent foreign policy.”

This week, when U.S. Undersecretary of State
Nicholas Burns arrives in New Delhi, the Iranian
issue is likely to figure almost as prominently as
the planned separation of India’s civilian and
military nuclear facilities. Though motivated by
larger strategic considerations, last July’s land-
mark U.S.-India deal on civilian nuclear cooper-
ation is also inextricably linked to the Iran
question as far as the Bush administration is
concerned.

In a press conference on January 6, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice could not have
been more explicit about the linkage when she
was asked about the reasons why the nuclear
deal with India was so important to Washington:
“We can’t say to the Indians on the one hand, you
can’t — we’d rather you weren’t — engaged in
energy relations with, for instance, Iran, but by
the way, civil nuclear is closed off to you.”

Apologists for the first IAEA vote against Iran
last September say that if the Americans are
insisting on an ‘either-or’, it is in India’s interest
to choose nuclear cooperation with Washington
over hydrocarbons from Iran. What they do not
realise is that a country of India’s strength has
the political and diplomatic ability to get both.
What they also do not realise is that the slightest
indication of Indian willingness to allow theU.S.
to dictate its strategic choices will only lead to
Washington trying to extract even more.

India’s vote against Iran, for example, led the
U.S. to try and impose new conditions that ran
counter to the letter and spirit of the July 18
nuclear agreement. Among these were the de-
mand that India accept in-perpetuity safeguards
and give up its claims — as recognised in that
agreement — to exactly the same rights and
obligations in the nuclear field as the U.S. With
the negotiations on civilian-military nuclear
separation keenly poised, the Manmohan Singh
Government should resist the temptation to

blink for the second time.



