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hen India and China agreed three years ago to

begin focussed, high-level discussions on the

border question, they made two key assump-

tions. The first was that the issue was complex
enough to warrant political involvement on a continuous
basis. The second assumption was that regardless of the pace
or contours of the settlement that emerge, bilateral rela-
tions would not be held hostage to disputes over a line on a
map. The two sides also agreed not to reveal details of their
sensitive discussions until a settlement acceptable to both
governments was reached. After the eighth round of talks at
the level of Special Representative, which concluded in Xian
earlier this week, it is evident that India and China are intent
on sticking to this method and style of work. For journalists,
the process may seem opaque with nary a word about the
proposals being considered and discussed leaking out from
either side. But given the political complexity of the sit-
uation — in which territorial adjustments of one kind or
another will almost certainly be involved — it is perhaps
necessary that the ongoing dialogue be conducted away
from public glare. Whether the territorial adjustments will
involve actual transfers of land or simply the relinquishing
of a cartographic claim sustained all these years on paper
alone, there is no gainsaying the fact that each government
will have to ‘sell’ the agreement to its own people.

In April 2005, the two sides agreed on the “political
parameters and guiding principles” for settlement of the
boundary question. The task at hand is to formulate an
“agreed framework” for a settlement on the basis of those
principles. The 2005 agreement speaks of a “fair, reasonable
and mutually acceptable solution” and calls on both sides to
“make meaningful and mutually acceptable adjustments” to
their positions on the boundary question. As for the factors
to be taken into account, India and China have agreed to give
due consideration to the “interests of their settled pop-
ulations in the border areas,” as well as to each other’s
“strategic and reasonable interests,” historical evidence, na-
tional sentiments, practical difficulties, and the actual state
of border areas. From “guiding principles” through an
“agreed framework” to a package solution — it is possible
that the high-level dialogue will involve many more rounds.
However, proceeding from the political perspective of over-
all bilateral relations and in a spirit of mutual accommoda-
tion, India and China can and will eventually see the
negotiating process through to conclusion. The two coun-
tries are not only neighbours but also engines driving Asia
forward in the world. While there are forces outside the
region that would like India and China to treat each other
with suspicion so that they can carve out a role for them-
selves in Asia as a strategic balancer, the people of the two
countries have far too much in common to allow such a
situation to arise.
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BEWING: The eighth round of
talks on the border dispute be-
tween India and China ended
here on Tuesday. As with the
p ing rounds of dialogue,
these were held behind closed
doors and details of what was
discussed were not made public.
A brief press release issued at
the .conclusion of the two-day
negotiations stated that the talks
had been held in a “friendly,
cooperative and constructive at-
mosphere.”

A similar statement had also
been made following the last
round of dialogue in India earli-
er this year in March.

Special Representatives M.K.
Narayanan, who i also the Na-
tional Security Adviser, and Dai
Bingguo, the Chinese Vine For-
eign Minister, are in the process
of devising a framework for a

Talks with C
a friendly note .,

Support may have been sought for India-U.S de

a ed

. settlement of the borderissue on

the basis of the “political param-

eters and guiding principles” fi-
nalised during Chinese Premier

Wen Jiabao’s visit to India last
year. The actual demarcation of
the border can only begin after
the framework is realised, offi-
cial sources say.

Although the boundary talks
were the main focus of Mr. Na-
rayanan’s visit to Beijing, he also
met with Chinese Prime Minis-
ter Wen Jiabao as well as For-
eign Minister Li Zhaoxing. It is

likely that Mr. Narayanan

- sought China’s support, at the

Nuclear Suppliers Group, for the
India-U.S. civilian nuclear deal.

Issues such as support for
Shashi Tharoor, Indian nominee
for the post of U.N. Secretary-
General, and the proposed visit
to India by Chinese President
Hu Jintao later this year were
also probably broached.

The next round of dialogue
will be held in India at a mutual-
ly convenient time, according to
the press release.
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Another step forward in strengthening ties

For India and China, resolving the border issue remains the key to developing a truly

strategic partnership.
W) va"’l i

NDIA AND CHINA began on Monday

the eighth round of talks between their

Special Representatives on the border

dispute — National Security Adviser
M. K. Narayanan and Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister Dai Bingguo — marking another
step forward on the slow road to resolution.
The latest round of discussions comes
against a background of steadily warming
bilateral relations. In the last year, the two
neighbours have entered into broad cooper-
ation in areas where they have usually been
portrayed as rivals: energy, security, and de-
fence. Bilateral trade is galloping ahead and
expected to touch $20 billion before the end
of this year. China is, in fact, expected to
overtake the United States as India’s largest
trade partner within a few years.

Cultural ties are also being strengthened
after a 40-year period of deep-freeze. India
and China are currently celebrating a “Year
of Friendship.” Film festivals are being
planned and the ancient link of Buddhism
that threaded the two countries together
centuries ago is being highlighted through
photo exhibitions and the building of an
Indian stupa-style temple in Henan
province.

An exchange of high-level visits is also
being worked on with President Hu Jintao
expected to travel to New Delhi later in the
year followed by a China visit for Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

The current set of talks between the Spe-
cial Representatives began in 2003 follow-
ing Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
visit to China, when it was decided to “ex-
plore from a political perspective” the over-
all “framework of a boundary settlement.”
The decision to give a political touch to the
negotiations came after eight rounds of bor-
der tatks between 1981 and 1987 and an addi-
tional 14 Joint Working Group meetings
between 1988 and 2003 were held.

Despite discussions at varying levels over
the last 25 years, little innovative thinking
on the boundary if in evidence. The two
sides have not even been able to agree on the
Line of Actual Control or the verificatioR of
alignments of respective areas on mountain
tops, rivers, and lakes,

China’s traditional position has been to
resolve the dispute on the basis of a territo-
rial “swap” exchanging Aksai Chin in the
west with Arunachal Pradesh in the east.
This solution has been talked about ever
since the 1950s, even before the 1962 war
and was reiterated by Deng Xiaoping in
1980. India, however, has ruled out any
“populated areas” as part of a border deal,
which makes concessions in Arunachal Pra-
desh unacceptable. The area of Tawang is a
particular sticking point since the Chinese
claim it t& be central to Tibetan Buddhism
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CLOSER TIES: National Security Adviser M.K. Narayanan and Chinese Vice-
Foreign Minister Dai Bingguo on the first day of the eighth round of the
India-China boundary talks in Beijing on Monday. — PHOTO: PTI

given that the sixth Dalai Lama was born
there. The entrenched positions of the fwo
sides thus complicates the project of a
ﬂswap'”

-Following the March 2006 round of talks
between the Special Representatives in In-
dia, Mr. Narayanan later said that he was
hopeful of arriving at a basic framework for
resolutiori “within the next two to three

rounds.”

The focus of the current round of talks is
on devising an agreed framework for a set-
tlement of the issue on the basis of the “po-
litical parameters and guiding principles”
finalised during Chinese Premier Wen Jia-
bao’s visit to India in 2005. In a joint state-
ment issued at the time, it was declared that
“both sides should, in the spirit of mutual

respect and mutual understanding, make
meaningful and mutually acceptable adjust-
ments to their respective positions on the
boundary question so as to arrive at a pack-
age settlement.”

The wording of the statement with its
reference to the concept of “adjustments”
implied a give and take of territory, invoking
the old western-eastern sector “swap” idea
once again. In the intervening time both
Indian and Chinese leaders have empha-
sised that pragmatism is key to a swift
resolution.

China borders 14 countries all of with
whom it has at some point had boundary
disputes. However, in recent years Beijing
has managed to settle all but two of its land
border disputes, to its own considerable ad-
vantage.

In 2004 for example, Russia and China
made a final and comprehensive settlement
of theijr border dispute. Since then strategic
and economic ties between the neighbours
have strongly strengthened.

For the last several years China has been
focussing on the development of its econom-
ically backward interior western regions, in-
cluding Tibet and Xinjiang. Massive
infrastructure projects are being carried out
including a railway line from Golmud in
Qinghai province to Lhasa, the capital of
Tibet which is scheduled to open on July 1. It
is in this context that Beijing is looking to
settle the boundary issue with India as well.

On July 6, the historic Nathula Pass be-
tween Sikkim and Tibet will be reopened for
trade. The 4,545 metre high pass is only
some 500 kilometers away from both Lhasa
and Calcutta. Currently China and India
trade mostly by sea. Indo-Tibetan imports
and exports are usually routed through
Tianjin, a port city in the north an hour or so
from Beijing, involving a detour of thou-
sands of kilometers. The reopening of the
trade route through Nathula thus has signif-
icant potential for invigorating the econo-
mies of both north-eastern India and
western China by linking Tibet to Kolkata
port. .

However, given the continued boundary
problem, trade will in fact be limited to the
berder region and only a list of 40 items
including goat skin, horses, sheep, yak tails,
yak hair and China clay — largely unchanged
from the days of the Silk Route, has been
approved for import and export.

In the new millennium, the border prob-
lem has ceased to have the kind of centrality
to Sino-Indian bilateral ties it once had.
Both sides are focussing on developing
healthy economic, cultural, and even mil-
itary ties, even as talks on the boundary
generate more talks. Nonetheless, resolving
the border issue remains the key to devel-
oping a truly strategic partnership across
the Himalayas. N



India, Chilvlaw,
begin eighth~
round of talks

uﬁv (G EWNY

Focus on framework for settling border issue

Pallavi Alyar

BEVING: ‘India and China on
Monday began the eighth round
of talks on their boundary dis-
pute since the appointment of
special representatives at the
political level in 2003.

National Security Adviser M.
K. Narayanan and Chinese Vice-
Foreign Minister Dai Bingguo
met at the Diaoyutai State Guest
house here for the first day of
talks, which are expected to con-
clude on Tuesday. The two had
met informally on Sunday in
Xian, where they had the oppor-
tunity to interact outside of the
strict protocol confines of for-
mal negotiation.

In camera

As in the case of the other sev-
en preceding rounds of dialogue,
the talks were held in camera
and details of what was dis-
cussed will not be made public.
The focus of the current round
of talks is on devising an agreed
framework for a settlement of
the border issue on the basis of
the “political parameters and
guiding principles” finalised
during Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao’s visit to India in 2005.

In a ‘good shape’

Mr. Narayanan also paid a
courtesy call on Mr. Wen, who
told him that bilateral ties were
in a “good shape.”

“You are not only the Special
Representative [for the India-
China border talks] but also a
friendship envoy,” exulted Mr.
i Wen.

The last round of talks be-

tween Mr. Narayanan and Mr.
Dai took place in March in India.
Following that round, Mr. Na-
rayanan said that he was hopeful

o National Security
Adviser M. K. Narayanan,
Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister Dai Bingguo hold
first day's talks

o Political parameters,
principles set during Wen
Jiabao's 2005 visit to
India to form basis of
talks

that the basic framework of a
“package deal” on the boundary
issue would be agreed upon
within the next two or three
rounds of dialogue.

The new round of negotia-
tions is taking place close on the
heels of a visit to China by De-
fence Minister Pranab Mukher-
jee. The first ever Memorandum
of Understanding between the
defence ministries of the Hima-
layan neighbours was signed
during his visit. Several other
high level exchanges are being
planned, including a visit by Chi-
nese President Hu Jintao to In-
dialater in the year.

Cultural ties

Cultural ties are also being
strengthened after a 40-year pe-
riod of deep-freeze. India and
China are currently celebrating
a “Year of Friendship.” Film fes-
tivals are being planned and the
ancient link of Buddhism that
threaded the two countries to-
gether centuries ago is being
highlighted through photo exhi-
bitions and the building of an
Indian stupa-style temple in He-
nan province.

A step forward: Op-Ed Page
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/o/vBorder trade

> and beyond \°

n July 6, some 44 years after it was last used, the

third and potentially most promising trading

point on the Sino-Indian border will open for

two-way traffic — at Nathu La in Sikkim. Once a
key staging post for the movement of goods into and out of
Tibet, the 4,310 metre-high pass has.remained mute witness
to developmental opportunities lost. For the Tibet Autono-
mous Region (Lhasa is barely 500 kilometres north of Gang-
tok) and the rest of western China, the re-opening of Nathu
La could mean quicker access to the sea — since Kolkata is
much closer than any of the ports on China’s east coast. For
now, however, only ‘border trade’ is to be permitted, largely
on account of fears in certain Indian official circles that a
more generalised opening will have a ‘destabilising’ effect on
the region and on domestic industry. Thus only 15 specified
items may be imported into India through the land route:
wool, goat cashmere, goat skins, sheep skins, yak tails, goats,
sheep, yak hair, horses, salt, borax, China clay, butter, and
silk. The permissible export list contains 25 items, including
farm implements, copper products, clothes, textiles, cycles,
coffee, tea, barley, rice, flour, dry fruit, dry and fresh vegeta-
bles, canned food, agro chemicals, watches, shoes, kerosene,
utensils, and wheat. There is no sensible reason why this list
cannot, at the next stage, be expanded to include more
generalised trade for a wider catchment area.

The fact that China has bigger plans for Nathu La than just
local trade is evident from the extensive upgrading of in-
frastructure at the border crossing point. Tibet has been a
focal point of investment by the Chinese government for
some time now, with the Tibet-Qinghai railway line expect-
ed to become operational by the end of 2006. In contrast, the
transport infrastructure on the Indian side is in a shambles,
with the 50 km road from Gangtok to Nathu La in parlous
condition. The United Progressive Alliance Government
would do well to invest heavily in the transport infrastruc-
ture between Kolkata port and Nathu La so that the full
benefit of this traditional trading route into south-west and
western China can be realised. Largely because of outdated
and misplaced ‘security’ concerns, the Central Government
has tended to see India’s land borders with its neighbours as
a threat rather than an opportunity for mutuaily beneficial
economic interaction. This mindset is largely responsible
for the stagnation in Indian border trade with Myanmar.
China is emerging as India’s most dynamic trading partner,
with bilateral trade amounting to $18.7 billion in 2005. The
reopening of Nathu La has the potential to bring another
promising vector into the equation. New Delhi should also
realise the stabilising potential greater economic exchanges
with China can have on the entire north-eastern regjén of
India, especially if the old Stilwell road connecting Agsam to
Yunnan can be revived for tourism and trade.



D)ploma‘uc Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Continuing with their
efforts to resolve the boundary
dispute between New Delhi and
| Beijing, Indian and Chinese Spe-
| cial Representatives will meet to
l discuss the border question in
\ Beijing on June 26 and 27.

I This will be the eighth round
| oftalks hetween the Special Rep-
|

resentatives, South Block sourc-
es said on Tuesday. The Indian
Special Representative for the
| talks is National Security Advis-
{ er MK, Narayanan while his
| Chinese counterpart is Vice-
{ Foreign Minister Dai Bingguo.
| Traditionally, India and Chi-
t na have revealed few details
about the discussions between
l their Special Representatlves
] After the last round of talks in
] New Delhi and Kumarakom in
| March, a brief statement had
{ said, “the two Special Represen-
| tatives continued their discus-
i sions for an agreed framework
! for the resolution of the bounda-
' ryquestion in a constructive and
friendly atmosphere.”

The two sides agreed upon the
Special Representatives mecha-
nism in June 2003 during the
visit of Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee to China. A joint
statement issued at the time had
said:

“The two sides agreed to each
appoint a Special Representative
to explore from the political per-
spective of the overall bilateral
relationship the framework of a
boundary settlement.

India, China

border;talks
next week

LN/L/ L X(\/‘ Lota,

ThlS will be the eighth round

» Both sides committed to
arriving at a “package
settlement” of the
boundary question

o Special Representatives
mechanism agreed upon
in June 2003

» Readiness to seek a falr,
reasonable and mutually
acceptable solution
through consultations

“They reiterated their readin-
ess to seek a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution
through consultations on an
equal footing.

“The two sides agreed that
pending an ultimate solution,
they should work together to
maintain peace and tranquillity
in the border areas, and reiterat-
ed their commitment to contin-
ue implementation of the
agreements signed for this pur-
pose, including the clarification
of the Line of Actual Control.”

During the visit of Chinese
Premier Wen Jiabao to New Del-
hi in April 2005, the two coun-
tries agreed on a set of “political
parameters” and “guiding prin-
ciples” for the settlement of the
boundary question.

Among other things, these
guiding principles commit both
sides to arrive at a “package set-
tlement” of the boundary ques-
tion in a spirit of mutual respect
and mutual understanding.




New phase

In ties

India: Hu

The two
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untrles ‘will hold a

series of meetings

SHANGHAI: China-India relations

have entered a “new phase” and

Beijing was committed to forg-

ing alorg-term strategic cooper-
| ative partnership with New
i Delhi, President Hu Jintao said
here on Friday.

“This is an established policy
of the Chinese Government,”
Mr. Hu said during a meeting
with Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Murli Deora on the
sidelines of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation summit
here.

This year is a ‘Year of Friend-
ship’ between China and India.
The two countries would hold a
series of meetings to enhance bi-
lateral friendship and reciprocal
cooperation, Mr. Hu, who is also
General Secretary of the ruling
Communijst Party of China, said.
“I believe with the joint efforts
of our two sides, the relations

i ! keep upgrading.”

Mr. Deora said the relations
between India and China had
developed smoothly over the
years. Bilateral economic and
trade cooperation was also
growing rapidly. Both India and
China were undergoing rapid
| development and New Delhi
} hoped to improve cooperation
" and coordination with Beijing to

achieve common development.
He said he discussed bilateral
ties and energy cooperation with
Mr. Hu. “I had a very good meet-
ing with President Hu and dis-
cussed bilateral ties and ways to

17w o008

between China and India will .

o Discussed energy
cooperation: Deora

o Says developing friendly
ties with Beijing is top
priority

promote energy cooperation be-
tween India and China.”

Indiais an observer country of
the SCO, along with Mongolia,
Pakistan and Iran. Established
in June 2001, the SCO comprises
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekis-
tan. Sources said the meeting
was held in a warm and friendly
atmosphere, with the Chinese
President welcoming Mr. Deora.

Mr. Hu told Mr. Deora that
the SCO summit, which con-
cluded on Thursday, was a “great
success” and hoped India’s par-
ticipation would contribute to
the success of the Beglng -based

“regional security body.

Mr. Deora said he was im-
pressed by the growth of Shang-
hai, China’s economic and
financial hub. Bilateral ties had
acquired strategic significance
for peace, stability and develop-
ment of Asia and the world.

“Developing friendly rela-
tions with China is an important
priority of the Government of
India,” Mr. Deora, the second
Indian Minister to visit China in
less than a fortnight, said in his
arrival statement here on
Wednesday. — PTI




India, China do not consider _,.
each other a threat: Pranab, -

‘A series of CBMs has seen to the growth of that perception’ | x Qa

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee on Tuesday said
the possibility of an armed con-
flict with China had receded due
to several confidence building
measures (CBMs) being imple-
mented by both countries to im-
prove defence relations and
eliminate tension on the border.
The latest CBM agreed to by
both sides during his recent visit
was an institutional arrange-
ment to deepen defence cooper-
ation, he said at a news
conference at which he dwelt on
his recent visits to China, Japan
and Singapore.

Asked whether India sought
closer ties with China despite it
being a source of arms supply to
Pakistan, the Minister said India
was aware of this aspect but it
also recognised that China was
interested in building good rela-
tions with India. “Neither do we
consider them a threat to us nor
do they consider us a threat to
them. There is enough space for
both to grow in their own areas.
The basic objective of the CBMs

4 Jun opps

Pranab Mukherjee

is that both sides want a tension
free border. Therefore, the
CBMs will enable both countries
to utilise their energy for the
overall development of people.
If that fact is recognised, then I
don’t think they or we are trying
to outmanoeuvre each other.”
“Over the years both coun-
tries have realised they cannot
alter their neighbourhood. If we
have to live together, it is better
to live in peace. The ice was bro-
ken in 1988 during Rajiv Gand-

hi’s Beijing visit and this wa
followed up with three CBMs.

China has also settled the very

old issue of recognising Sikkim.
The Special Representatives ap-
pointed by the two Prime Minis-
ters have held two rounds of
talks to resolve the border issue.
All these positive developments
recognise the fact that nobody is
thinking in terms of an armed
conflict,” he elaborated.

Asked whether India and Chi-
na could jostle for supremacy in
future, he felt the strategic space
was not limited. “It is also not
correct to say that the entire
space is occupied by China. I
agree that China’s economic
growth and economic strength is
more compared with India’s but
the impression that they have
outpaced us in the region or on
the world stage is not correct.
They are playing their role and
we are playing ours.”

He described the visit to Chi-
na and Japan as fruitful. “It is
not that we were able to resolve
all outstanding issues but dis-
cussions took place in a cordial
atmosphere and we created a

THE HINLU

good understanding among our-
selves. Both countries have de-
veloped excellent relations with
India in economic and political
fields. We thought that this
should get reflected in defence
cooperation also.”

Cooperation with Japan

India did not have deep de-
fence cooperation with Japan
but both countries have moved
closer after Tokyo recognised
the need for building defence
ties. A joint statement issued
during his visit outlined the
mechanism of strengthening de-
fence cooperation and institu-
tional arrangements which will
review this relationship.

On whether the increasing
complexity of joint military ex-
ercises with other countries sig-
nalled India’s desire to join
military operations outside the
ambit of the United Nations, Mr.
Mukherjee said, “We are con-
templating nothing outside the
U.N.” India’s basic stand is that
the collective action of nations
should get reflected within the
U.N. charter.
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India, China okay Silk route trade

REUTERS /b

Nathu-ia, June 10 )(‘(\/ \\\ go

AS THE rain sweeps across the l}lgh Hi-
malayan pass, a Chinese soldier arrives
at the three strands of barbed wire that
separate his country from that of a
long-time rival, India.

But this soldier no longer brandishes
his gun on this once-most-sensitive-of
border-posts between the world’s two
most populous countries. Instead, he
takes some video-clippings for his fam-
ily back home and pauses’ to shake
hands across the rusty fence. .

Just a few yards away, bulldozers on
both sides of the border are busy build-
ing not fortifications but a road, to con-
nect India and China, and reopen a his-
toric trade route. Delhi and Beijing plan
to reopen Nathu-la Pass in June after
more than 40 years, a potent symbol of
rapprochement between the two Asian

RS

Silk

Business-wise: A map showing the Silk Road,

giants who fought a war in 1962.

For an initial period of five years, the
pass, situated on an altitude of 14,200
feet, will handle limited border trade
between Sikkim and southern Tibet. It
will be a modest beginning, indeed, but
it promises more.

“We're looking forward to the open-
ing of the pass very much”, said B.B.

Gooroong, adviser to Sikkim’s chief
minister. “It’s symbolic... but we have to
break the ice”.

Sikkim government’s enthusiasm is
not entirely matched by Delhi, where
the establishment still remembers be-
ing caught off guard by China’s sudden
advance across the Himalayas in 1962.

Much of the 2,200-mile common bor-
der remains disputed till date and gov-
ernment officials say they are not yet
ready to throw open the doors. Never-
theless, a gradual process is under way
that could eventually lead to a signifi-
cant trade route getting reopened from
Kolkata to the Tibetan capital of Lhasa.

“They’ll go slowly, and there’s still a
distance before they go for full-fledged
transit trade”, said foreign policy ana-
lyst C. Raja Mohan. “But there’s poten-
tial”. A study commissioned by Sikkim
suggested trade across Nathu-la could
reach $2.8 billion a year by 2015.



_PRANAB WRAPS UP 5-DAY TOUR

‘China
visita

success’

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 2: The
defence minister, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, today described
his maiden China visit as
“highly successful” and said
it provided the crucial boost
to mutual trust between the
militaries of the two Asian
neighbours.

Summing up his impres-
sions of his five-day visit, Mr
Mukherjee said the visit had
given a further momentum
to the process of building
trust and understanding
and diversifying Sino-Indjan
relations across a wide range
of areas. He said it had also
helped in translating the
thoughts of the top political
leadership who have priori-
tised the areas of coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries. “India-China partner-
ship is an important deter-
minant for regional and
global peace and develop-
ment,” he said.

A banquet was hosted in
Mr Mukherjee’s honour by
the Political Commissar of
Shanghai Garrison, Major
General Dai Changyou in
Shanghai last night, a
defence ministry release
said here. This was Mr
Mukherjee’s last official
engagement in China before
his departure this morning
to Singapore to attend the
Shangri-La dialogue.

Last evening, immediate-
ly after his arrival in
Shanghai from Lanzhou, Mr
Mukherjee drove down to
the Shanghai naval base
where he was taken on a
guided tour inside a missile
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frigate, which was C}%ally
recalled from the high seas
for the defence minister.
The frigate has a displace-
ment capacity of 2066 tons
and a maximurm speed of 27
nautical miles per hour, It is
capable of air defence and
anti-submarine warfare.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr Mukherjee referred
to the first ever MoU on
defence cooperation with
China, which he signed in
Beijing on 29 May and said
that in the Year of Friendship
between India and China,
which the two countries are
observing this year, “it will
provide the necessary
framework for cooperation”.
He said in the coming years
there would be more coop-
eration among all the three
farces of the two countries.
The MoU envisages joint
military exercises, training
and cooperation.

Mr Mukherjee yesterday
visited * the strategically
important Lanzhou mili-
tary region in northwest
China’s Gansu Province.
The commander of
Lanzhou military region,
General Li Qianyuan, and
other senior officials warm-
ly welcomed him. During
his stay in Beijing, Mr
Mukherjee  met  the
Chinese premier Wen
Jiabao and discussed the
pending boundary dispute
and efforts to resolve it. He
also had a meeting with
Chinese foreign minister, Li
Zhaoxing, and discussed
bilateral ties and regional

and international issueg’ of
common interest.
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" Don't be afraid
of India, Pranab ,

o~ 5 tells China .
N\ Cj Saibal Dasgupta | T ”‘)gf’

Beijing: The Chinese military band plaged the ‘Jana
gana mana’ to near perfectionas |
the Indian flag fluttered in front
of the Bayi Building, the head- |
quarters of China’s ministry of |
national defence. Defence min- |
ister Pranab Mukherjee and his !
Chinese counterpart, Gen Guo |
Boxiong, stood on a small podi-
um facing rows of neatly :
arranged soldiers representing
the country’s forces. H

Some 20 minutes later, on !
Monday morning, Mukherjee told Guo that India did
not regard China as a threat and China should not con-
sider India to be a threat either. The time has come for i
translating political commitments on good neighbourly |
relationship into actionabie plans along the Sino-Indi-
an border, Mukherjee added.

The minister repeated these words when he met Chi- |
hese premier Wen Jiabao in the “purple lit room” of the
palatial Zhongnan Hai complex of high government of-
fices on Tuesday. Mukherjee briefed Wen on the politi-
cal situation in India, which has a bearing on the New
Delhi’s actions towards settling the border dispute with
China. This may be one of the most important outcomes
of Mukherjee’s visit because the two countries have very
different political systems,

Wen is believed to have told Mukherjee that there was
a broad agreement on resolving the dispute and the two
sides should abide by the parameters and principles that
were finalised during his visit to New Delhi in 2005.

The Chinese leaders also tried to put Mukherjee in
adilemma on the Iranian nuclear issue. China and Rus-
sia are opposing US moves to obtain approval of the UN
to take tough action to stall Iran’s uranium enrichment
programme, The Chinese leaders wanted India to ex-
press itself against the US moves. The issue came up
during an interview with Mukherjee in the Chinese of-
ficial television network, the CCTV.
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NEW-D March 16. — Given
the cuirdnt mutudl export growth
rathpcrocnt,(]lmanssctto

’s largest trade partner

ertaking the US,

“A‘ﬂw z;am,lﬂm currently ranks
w and China are to

“Hcihewé $20 billion bilateral trade
turnever by 2007, a year ahead of the
target we had set for ourselves,”
commerce and industry minister, Mr
Kamal Nath, said addressing the
India-China Joint Business Forum.
“But I must point out that our trade
basket is narrow and restricted to a
timited range of goods.”

Co-chairing with the Chinese com-
merce minister, Mr Bo Xilai, the
Joint Economic Group (JEG), which
met after a gap of six years, Mr
Kamal Nath announced the setting
up of six joint task forces to explore
cooperation in various sectors. The
JEG also set up a group to look at
regional trade agreement (RTA)
with China. “This group will first
look at the outlines and contours of

e 2006

Mr Bo Xilai (1) and Mr Kamai Nath
‘an RTA and discuss with various
business groups in order to harness
it,” Mr Kamal Nath said later.

On his part, Mr Bo Xilai said the
trade volume between the two coun-
tries was increasing rapidly at a high
rate of 30 per cent. “In some sectors
it has touched 60 per cent,” the
Chinese commerce minister said,
noting that if the current rate was
maintained bilateral trade might

Thi 5TATESMAN

touch $50 billion by 2010.
With China and India

countries with the largest forcugn

emhangptescxvea,MrBoXilm. ‘sand

as

his country was ( its
investors to come to India. was
alsowmmgtolmmﬁmlndiasnd:
experience accumulated in the field
of electronics and nﬁxmahon and

technology, while inviting Indian
investors 1o set inChma,'
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China talks
positioe on
border issue

RameshBabu |/ / '

Kumarakom (Kottayam), March 12

INDIA AND China on Sunday ex-
pressed optimism that they would
clinch a deal on border delineation
after two rounds of talks. Vice-for-
eign minister and special represen-
tative of the Chinese Bresident Dai

ence in Kumakrakorin Kottayam.

“Our effort is\o gxticate the talks
from the logjam” It’s going in the
right direction. After the next two
rounds, we will be able to go into the
question of border delineation and
settle it”, Narayanan said. The pres-
ent effort, he said, was to evolve a
framework needed to take the talks
out of legal issues and arrive at a de-
cision based on a political and strate-
gic viewpoint. On his part, Dai said
there was considerable progress in
the talks. “We are making progress
and conditions are better for resolv-
ing the border disputes,” he said.

To a question, Narayanan said
that the civil nuclear deal between
India and the United States is un-
likely to figure in the talks between
two neighbours. “Nuclear deal with
the US is a matter between the two
countries”.However, his Chinese
counterpart said his country had
“taken note of it. But here we are
primarily discussing the border is-
sues”. Dai said the two neighbours
had made good start. “With the talks
with my friend Narayanan, that too
in his own beautiful state, we hope
to make much progress”.

The two countries are evolving a
methodology for settling disputes
based on political parameters and
guiding principles agreed to be-
tween the two governments, the
leaders said.Earlier, the Indian and
Chinese delegations, drove to this
backwater town amid tight security.
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India-China '
boundary .
talks get %,\'»7
under way

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHL: Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister and Special Represen-
tative on boundary talks with In-
dia Dai Bingguo called on Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Saturday morning ahead of his
meeting with his Indian coun-
terpart, M.K. Narayanan, at
Hyderabad House here.

Speaking in the Lok Sabha,
the Prime Minister said after his
meeting with Mr. Dai that In-
dia’s relations with China were
both stronger and warmer.
“Even today our two Special
Representatives are discussing
the issues of boundary settle-
ment.”

Mr. Narayanan and Mr. Dai
held formal talks for about one-
and-a-half-hours. The talks,
spread over three days, will shift
to Kottayam in Kerala on Sun-
day and Monday.

Seventh round

This is the seventh round on
the boundary question between
the Special Representatives. As
is the practice, a statement re-
cording the fact the talks took
place will be issued after the dis-
cussions are over.

In a bid to build trust, neither

- the Indian nor Chinese side has
said anything on the nature of
discussions since the mecha-
nism of Special Representatives
was setup in June 2003.

Earlierin the week, PTT quot="
ed a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman as saying in Beijing,
“China believes that as long as
the two sides proceed forward
and conduct patient, thorough
and friendly consultations in the
spirit of mutual understanding

- and mutual accommodation, we
can find a fair and reasonable
framework acceptable to both
sides so as to lay the foundation
for the final settlement of the
boundary issue.”
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Deal won’t affect N-scheme: PM

NEW DELHI, March 7.

— The
Prime Minister today assured
Parliament that the implementation
of the Indo-US deal on civilian
nuclear energy will not lead to the
capping of, India’s strategic nuclear
programme or affect the three-stage
nuclear programme. Also, India will
be allowed to build a strategic reserve
of nuclear fuel to guard against any
disruption in fuel supply.

‘Dr Singh today made a suo motu
statement in both Houses of
Parliament five days after the ‘his-
toric’ announcement standing along-
side US president George W Bush on
the lawns of Hyderabad House.

Significantly, the bugbear of non-
proliferation activists, the Cirus reac-

L - Ve
tor at the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre, will be closed down by 2010.
At the same time, the fuel core of
Apsara will be shifted to another loca-
tion and placed under safeguards by
2010. This will ensure that Barc,
which is the location for both the
reactors, will not have to be brought
under safeguards of IAEA. “We have
decided to take these steps rather
than allow intrusive inspections in a
nuclear facility of high national secu-
rity importance,” said Dr Singh.

He stated that 14 of the 22 nuclear
reactors — both operating and under
construction — will be ‘offered’ for
safeguards by 2014 in a phased man-
ner, which will increase the total
installed nuclear power capacity
under international inspection from
19 to 65 per cent.

This list, Dr Singh said, was still

‘(,Vuv“

(74N li— s l’

being prepared but he again clarified
that the prototype fast breeder reac-
tor and the fast breeder reactor at

Kalpakkam will not be included in the |

civilian list. “This technology will take '
time to mature and reach an

advanced stage of development. We

do not wish to place any encum- ;

brances on our fast breeder pro-
gramme, and this has been fully
ensured in the separation plan,” he
said.

On the future roadmap, Dr Singh
said while India retained the sole right
to determine any reactor to be civil-
ian, it will place under safeguards all
future civilian thermal power reac-
tors. “This means that India will not
be constrained in building future
nuclear facilities, whether civilian or
military”.

Another report on page 4



[ndia to sign MoU with
China on agriculture

NEW DELHI, March 4. — India will sign
a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with China for cooperation in
agriculture during the forthcoming visit
of Chinese agriculture minister, Mr Du
Qinglin from 26 March.

The MoU, cleared by the Cabinet,
envisages promotion of cooperation in
agricultural activities and also exchange
of scientific delegations and experts
between the two countries.

The information and broadcasting
minister, Mr PR Dasmunsi, said at a Press
briefing after the Cabinet meeting that
the MoU would be valid for a period of
five years from the date of signing and
would be renewable for another five
years.

BIPA with Bosnia and Herzegovina:
The Cabinet also approved a proposal for
bilateral investment promotion and pro-
tection agreement with Bosnia and
Herzegovina aimed at increasing invest-
ment between the two countries, Another
proposal cleared by the Cabinet is relat-
ed to an agreement between India and
Botswana for avoidance of double taxa-
tion and prevention of fiscal evasion
with respect to taxes on income,

Air services with Australia: Ahead of
the  Australian  Premier, Mr John
Howard’s visit, the Cabinet has approved
a revised air services agreement between
India and Australia, aimed at designating
as many airlines as the two nations
wisiied. The agreement, revised during

.,l_ { dyppi. N0

bilateral civil aviation consultations in
September 2004, would lead to opening
up of the sky between the two nations
enhanciny the number of air services to
a significant extent. The revised agree-
ment, the minister said, signified an
important landmark in civil aviation
relations between India and Australia.

Assistance treaty with Bulgaria:
The Cabinet approved a treaty on mutu-
al legal assistance in criminal matters
with Bulgaria. It also approved the pro-
posal for ratification of the treaty, which
secks to improve effective cooperation
between the two nations in the matters of
investigation, prosecution and suppres-
sion of crime through cooperation and
mutual legal assistance in criminal mat-
ters. Similar treaties have been signed
with several other countries including
the United States, UK, Canada, Russia,
the UAE and Switzerland.

SCI plan to float JV: The Cabinet gave
its approval to the Shipping Corporation
of India’s plan to invest $20.88 million for
33.77 per cent stake in a joint venture
company to be set up in Panama. The joint
venture will be for Dahej expansion pro-
ject of Petronet LNG. The other partners
in the joint-venture are Mitsui OSK Lines
of Japan with a stake of 33.77 per cent,
Nippon Yusem Kabushiki Kaisha with a
share of 21.64 per cent and Kawasaki
Kisen Kaisha 10.82 per cent. The share of
SClin JV may go down to 26 per cent if
Petronet LNG or its nominee exercises the
option to take up 23 per cent share in the
above JV, according to Mr Dasmunsi.

Thk STATESMAN



China hopes India
will maintain ¢-"..
stand on Tai an

India adheres to One Ch
L9

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: China hoped on
Thursday that India would not
send “any wrong” signal to Tai-
wanese “independence” forces
and honour its commitments on
the Taiwan question, Chinese
Ambassador to India Sun Yuxi
said in a statement.

“Since the establishment of
our diplomatic ties, the Indian
Government has always adhered
to the One China policy and nev-
er changed its position. The Chi-
nese side appreciates it. We hold
that India is an important mem-
ber state in Asia and a major
rising country in the developing
world,” Mr. Sun said.

India, he said, had a tradition
of maintaining an independent
foreign policy and shouldered
important responsibilities for
world and regional peace and,
stability.

New Delhi remained commit-
ted to the policy of “One China”
in the long-term and contribut-
ed to greater peace and stability
in the Taiwan Straits and the
Asia-Pacific region as a whole,
Mr. Sun said.

“The ‘Taiwan independence’
forces are moving against the
tide of history and undermine
the fundamental interests of all
countries in the region, includ-
ing India. We believe that India
would honour its commitments
on the Taiwan question, and re-

rn

NNk

icy: envoy

o Wants New Delhl to
lmmur commitments

. ‘mms independence’
forces a thmt to entire

mﬂiﬁa
 Belj ‘woaid-ﬁke»tom
J.S. ties improve

frain from sending any wrong
signal to the “Taiwan independ-
ence’ forces ... India, as a major
country in Asia ... [should] con-
tinuously play a positive role in
maintaining regional peace and
promoting common develop-
ment,” he said.

In response to questions, Mr.
Sun told presspersons that Chi-
nawas happy that Indiaand the -
United States had signed a civil
nuclear agreement on July 18,
2005. China, he said, fully un-
derstood India’s energy needs
as a rising country.

The envoy said that China
would like to see India have bet-
ter relations with Washington,
just as Beijing was working to-
wards developing improved re-
lations with the United States.
On China’s stand about India
joining the Nuclear Suppliers’
Group (NSG), the cartel that
controls the supply of critical
dual-use technologies, Mr. Sun
said that no decision had been
taken.




India, China st%/
1 engageméhits
as Jintao plans visit

final settlement. This is the second phase Qf
a three-phase process and the talks in
March will look at proposals from either
side. Once a framework has been agreed
upon, the two sides will get down to actual
delineation on the ground in the third phase.
Sources pointed out that there is clear po-
litical intent on both sides to move fast on
the issue so that a major problem can tye Te-
solved giving additional impetus to buildon
the more positive aspects of the relationship.
This is also the India-China friendship year
and both sides are gearing up to hold some
40 events and meetings on this occasion.
Already, Foreign Secretary Shyam Sar.a.m
has met Chinese counterpart Wu Daweiin
Beijing last month for discus§ions under
the strategic dialogue mechanism.
Narayanan, Mukherjee and then possibly
PM will all hold crucial meetings through
the year. China has been keen to deepen
economic links with India and has been
looking at a mutually beneficial tie-up in
the IT sector. Both sides have also been
discussing ways to co-ordinate their interests
in the energy sector so that they don't end
up competing in third countries.

“India, Chin
engagé en

step up”
5'as PM,

-

Hu Jintad pian visits

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 10

KEEPING up the pace af-
ter Chinese Premier Wen Ji-
abao’s visit to India last year,
both countries are looking at
another round of high-level
visits soon with Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao keen on com-
ing here within the next few
months. But before that, Spe-
cial Representatives on the
boundary question are slated
to hold their next round of
talks in March,

It’s learnt that Beijing and
New Delhi are working on
tirming up dates for Hu’s visit
which could be as early as May
and this may be followed up
by Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh visiting China later
this year. The details are, how-

ever, still in the works.

March will be a busy month

for India and China with De-
fence  Minister  Pranab
Mukherjee expected to travel
to Beijing for talks on intensify-
ing bilateral exchanges in the
military field. India has also
proposed to open border trade
atNathu La sometime in June.

On the boundary question,
National Security Advisor MK
Narayanan—Special Reprsen-
tative on the Indian side—wil)
look to take discussions for-
ward with Chinese counterpart
Dai Bingguo next month pick-
ing up from where they left
matters last November,

The two sides have already
agreed on a set of political pa-
rameters and guiding princi-
ples underwhich a final settle-
ment of the boundary dispute
can be reached. The current
stage of talks is aimed at com-
ing up with a framework for a

% CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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“India, China to have more

. BELJING, Jan. 13, — India

~and China have agreed to
have greater cooperation in
bidding for ofl and gas con-

tracts in other countries that
will ensure benefit for both
and help them avoid price
increases,

The two countries signed 3

" five energy deals today in
their search for energy sup-
plies to feed their booming

.economies. The deals wer:
signed by visiting Indiany
petroleum  minister - 'Mr
Mani Shankar Aiyar nund
Chinese national dev:zlop-
ment and reform ra'nister
Mr Ma Kai.

The five deals co «er coop-
eration in ?stremn explo-
ration ¥ roduction,
refining and trarketing of
petroleum rsroducts and
petrochemices, oil and gas
pipelines, research and

-energy cooperation ,

Mr Mani Shanker Aiyar — AFP

romoe-

development, and
entally

tion of environ
friendly fuels.
“Unbridled
between  Indian

rivalry
and

Chinese companies is only -

to the advantage of the seli-

er,” Mr Aiyar said after the "

signing. )

Mr Aiyar, who is accom-
panied by a team of major
Indian petroleum firms, also
interacted . with  major

THE STATESMAN

Chinese oil P?h
ing China Natiooal "
leum Corpomnonam),

China Petrochemipl
g&lnre

oration  (Si
Chm (Cnosc).
Oil tion

Indm and China m
ated in bidding for
time last month when they
won a joint bid tobuy Petro-
Canade’s 37 per cent stake
in Syrian oilfields.

India today said it would
support a Chinese sugges-
tion for creating an Asian
counterpart  to  the
International Energy
Agency to ‘coordinate the
long-term  energy import
pol}ngc\es of major oil
mmporters in the region.

“India stands ready to
participate in ‘such an
Asian counterpart to the
International
Agency — but only in the
cooperative  spirit,” Mt

Anyarsandhetetoday/
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engagement positive,
says Shyam Saran

Says two “are too big to contam each other ”

P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: India and China are en-
gaged in a positive way to expand their
commonalities, It.is an outdated per-
ception that the two might be seeking
the containment of each other, ac-
cording to Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran,

In an address to the Shanghai In-
stitute of International Studies on
Wednesday, Mr. Saran said New Delhi
believed there was enough space and
opportunity in Asia and beyond for
the two countries to grow. The simul-
taneous emergence of India and Chi-
na as Asian and global powers, in fact,
made it imperative for them to be sen-
sitive to each other’s interests and as-
pirations. The prevailing global
paradigm of cooperation among ma-
jor powers also demanded that they
work together to mutually support
their rightful place in the comity of
nations.

In this context, Mr. Saran discount-
ed the theories of ‘balance of power,’
‘conflict of interests,” and contain-
ment as between India and China. The
two “are too big to contain each other
orbe contained by any other country.”

Tracing the determination of India
and China to fashion a “strategic and
cooperative partnership for peace and
prosperity,” he said the multi-dimen-
sional aspects of their current engage-
ment reflected the  “shared
conviction” that their relations “have
now acquired a long-term, global, and
strategic character.”

Historic opportunity

Affirming their commitment to car-
ry forward the process of resolving the
boundary question, he said, “There is

Spuid g ta bk
nrolifnnticn Issues \
o dn return, 1t would expect

to its quest for permanent -

a historic opportunity in front of us to
settle this outstanding issue that we
should not miss.”

In the larger regional situation, he
said India “would be happy to work
closely with China towards the pro-
gressive realisation of an East Asian
Community and, eventually, a larger
Asian Economic Community.”

On the global stage, India would
hope to work more closely with China
on non-proliferation issues, given
New Delhi’s status as “a responsible
nuclear power with impeccable cre-
dentials.”

In this wider framework of cooper-
ative engagement, he said India would
expect Beijing to respond positively to
New Delhi’s quest for permanent
membership of the United Nations Se-
curity Council.

Of relevance to India’s overall for-
eign policy objectives of this magni-
tude was the “growing U.S.
recognition [now] of India’s central
and enhanced role in international in-

stitutions and processes,’/

THE HINCU
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IndlaChlna Friendship Year kicks off

J\Q,, - PALLAVI AIYAR
U7 AV BELIING, JANUARY 11

THE long, frosty winter'of Sino-Indian rela-
tions continued to thaw into a balmy spring with
the first foreign secretary-level talks held in Bei-
jingbetween the two sides since the neighbours
upgraded their relationship to a “strategic and
cooperative partnership”.

During their two days of meetings, Indian
Foreign Secretary Shyam

cent such as Beijjing’s unhappmess at the pro-
posed Indo-US cooperation in civilian nuclear
energy. Saran said that he briefed the Chinese
side on the latest developments on the Indo-
US pact and solicited China’s support in the lift-
ing of sanctions against India by the Nuclear
Suppliers Group,of which China is a member.
‘While Beijing has been formally silent on the
subject, the official Chinese media has accused
the US of “double standards” on nuclear prolif-
eration. There have also

~ Saran and Chinese Vice For-  ‘Our goal Wwastotry  been reports that China is
eign Minister Wu Dawei dis- planning to sell nuclear re-
cussed a range of bilateral and and determine what actors to Pakistan (although
international issues. the content of oUr NEW  thesc have been denicd by
“Our goal was to try and de- strategic relationship Islamabad). Saran said that

termine what the content of our
new strategic relationship will
be in the context of the evolving
regional and global situation,”
said Saran at a press briefing in
Beijing. With both countries
emerging as economic powerhouses of global
import, “we realise the need to manage the
emergence of India and China in a cooperative
framework”, continued Saran.

Cooperation rather than competition has be-
come the catchphrase that both India and
China currently stress on when describing bi-
lateral ties. Nonetheless, despite the newfound
bonhomie, many sticky issues remain, some his-
torical like the border dispute, others more re-

will be in the context of
the evolving regional
and global situation’

the latter issue was not
raised during his talks with
‘Wu. He added that the Chi-
nese side did not express any
concerns over the proposed
Indo-US cooperation.
Extensive discussions on the reform of the
UN took place. According to Saran, the Chi-
nese side once again reiterated their support
for India’s bid for a permanent seat on the Se-
curity Council. While ostensibly supporting In-
dia’s aspirations China has been vociferously
opposed to the G-4 resolution citing Japan’s
involvement. The G-4 resolution was recently
re-tabled by India, Brazil and Germany. How-
ever, Japan abstained from the re-tabling.

INCOAN VL PR e T

Saran said that he discussed these latest devel-
opments with the Chinese side and stressed to
them that the G-4 is merely a “framework res-
olution... Itis not about this or that country ac-
tually becoming a member.”

Another area of potential Sino-Indian con-
flict is the situation in Nepal where King Gya-
nendra has been cosying up to Beijing in an at-
tempt to get New Delhi to soften its stance.
Saran said that during the talks he pointed out
that “given the open border between India and
Nepal as well as our special history, we have
great concern over the continuing dislocation
and turmoil there”.

The Chinese side responded by stating that
while they shared this concern they continued
to hold by their principle of non-interference in
another country’s internal affairs. Issues dis-
cussed included the potential for trilateral co-
operation between China, India and Russia in
energy. Both sides also expressed their support
for the East Asia Summit and hoped that this
would lead to an East Asia Community. Acoord-
ing to Saran, Beijing welcomed India’s partici-
pation as an observer at the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation. India reciprocated the
feelings on China’s observer status at SAARC.,

The next round of talks on the border issue
will take place within the first quarter of the
year, according to Saran. The dialogue was the
first major bilateral event of 2006, being cele-

brated as the ‘India-China Friendship Year"./,
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China hacks India’s UNSC bid

By Saibal Dasgupta/TNN (-\

Beijing:
seemed to inch closer to an informal
understanding on the issue of India’s
membership in the United Nations
Security Council. This was the result

of two-day-long discussions between "

the Indian foreign secretary Shyam
Saran and Chinese officials led by the
vice foreign minister Wu Dawei.

The talks, which covered the Sino-
Indian border dispute, focused on the
need to find practical solutions to
existing problems in order to imple-
ment the determination of the two
countries to forge a strategic and co-
operative relationship.

India seemed to indicate that it was
prepared to consider changes in its po-
sition on the G4 issue in order to ob-
tain China’s support on reforming the
UN Security Council. China reiterated
its stand that developing nations, in-
cluding those in the African Union,
should have a say in the reforms of the
UN. “Our effort is to find a common
ground between the stand taken by the
African Union and the G4 nations,”
Saran told Indian journalists.

China has reaffirmed its support of
India’s membership to the Security
Council during discussions he held

India and China today \m/\

on border mission

Beijing: India and China have
skirted the issue of China and
Pakistan reportedly planning to
set up consulates on the India-
Nepal border during discussions
held between the Indian foreign
secretary and Chinese officials in
Beijing on Tuesday. Recent reports
have suggested that China and
Pakistan are planning to open con-
sulates in Nepal close to the Indian
border, and Nepal’s King is keen
on allowing it. But Saran alluded
to India’s concerns over happen-
ings along the sensitive border
with Nepal.

on Monday, Saran said.
India is a part of a four-nation
group seeking membership of the UN
_Security Council. Though China sup-
ports India’s case for membership, it
is opposed to the entry of Japan in the
council.
The two countries are looking at
the border issue in the larger context

of strategic and co-operative relation- _

Both sides SIIgntW

ship, and not the border per se, Saran-
said. The discussions were aimed at
giving substance to the guidelines on
the strategic relationship worked out
between the two countries during
Chinese premier Wen Jiabo’s visit to
New Delhi last year, he said.

“The idea is to go beyond claims and
counter-claims,” Saran said. The
guidelines have laid down some prac-
tical principles, and the current effort
is to implement them in order to settle
the outstanding issues and take the re-
lationship forward, he said.

He called on foreign minister Li
Zhaoxing and executive vice foreign
minister and special representative
on the India-China boundary issue,
Dai Bingguo. He also met the state
councillor Tang Jiaxuan along with
Indian ambassador Nalin Suri. Saran
was also accompanied by Ashok
Kant, joint secretary in the foreign
ministry, during the discussions.

A sense of give-and-take appeared
to pervade during the 9-hour long dis-
cussions spread over three sessions
and two days. Saran informed
Chinese officials that G4 nations have
tabled their resolution before the
United Nations although Japan
choose not to join the three others in
tabling it.
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- in(clia, China hgl}i dialogue

P. S. Suryanarayana \&9

vx\
SINGAPORE: Top officials of Indi

"and China began the second
round of strategic dialogue in
Beijing on Monday. While the
Chinese side was led by Vice-
Foreign Minister Wu Dawei ,
Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran
headed the Indian delegation.

India’s Ambassador to China
Nalin Surie and Joint Secretary
(East Asia) Ashok Kantha partic-

ipated in the talks, expected to
conclude on Tuesday. Mr. Saran
called on Chinese State Council-
lor Tang Jiaxuan.

While authoritative details of |
the dialogue were not immedi-
ately available, these talks have
acquired much importance fol-
lowing last year’s agreement be-
tween the two countries to
fashion a Strategic and Cooper-
ative Partnership for Peace and
Prosperity.

-
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“DIALOGUE § Boundary issue focus of Saran talk with counterpart

India, China agree to

96 g

upgrade bilatera

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEJING, JANUARY 9

had indepth exchange of
- A views on the vexed
boundary issue and on en-
hancing coopera-
tion and coordina-~
tion in regional
and global affairs.
Meeting for the
second round of
the  Sino-India
strategic dialogue
in as many years,
Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran in his talks with
Chinese Vice Minister Wu
Dawei covered bilateral, re-
gional and international is-
sues, official sources said.
The boundary issue which
has been nagging relations
between the two countries

INDlA and China today

for decades also came up for
discussion on the opening
day of the two-day talks be-
tween them, the sources said.

Saran called on Chinese
Executive Vice Foreign Min-
ister Dai Bingguo, who is also

. the Chinese spe-
cial representative
for the India-
China boundary
talks at the politi-
cal level. Saran’s
meeting with Dai
assumes  signifi-
cance as the latter
is set to visit India
later this month for the sev-
enth round of the boundary
talks at the level of special
representatives.

Details of their in-camera
talks held at the Diaoyutai
State Guesthouse are not
available. While a quick solu-

tion to the boundary issue
may not materialise, both
sides are hopeful that a mu-
tually-acceptable solution
could be found through the -
mechanism of the special
representatives to the vexed
topic.

The first strategic dialogue
between India and China was
held in Delhi on January 24
last year.

During Chinese premier
Wen Jiabao’s visit to India in
April last year, New Delhi
and Beijing decided to up-
grade their relations and es-
tablish a “strategic and coop-
erative partnership for peace
and prosperity”.

Commenting on the signif-
icance of the strategic dia-
logue, Chinese scholars
noted that the two countries
were major developing na-

| ties

tions with great influence in
the world.

An enduring China-India
friendship not only serves the
fundamental interests of the
two countries and peoples,
but also contributes to peace,
stability and development in
Asia and the entire world,
one expert said. Ohers
stressed that beijing firmly
pursues the policy of devel-
oping long-term, stable,
good-neighbourly and coop-
erative relations with India.

They also expressed satis-
faction that the meeting was
the first major bilateral event
this year which is being
marked as the “India-China
friendship year”. Saran will
call on Chinese State Coun-
cillor Tang Jiaxuan and For-
eign Minister Li Zhaoxing to-
MOITOW.
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China sees /“
India as
partner, says

PLA expe@j .

P.S. Suryanarayana q\f’; Q

SINGAPORE: China and India “eye
sachother notasathreatbutasa
partner,” according to Rear Ad-
miral Yang Yi, Director of the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
Institute of Strategic Studies at
China’s National Defence Uni-
versity.

“Chinese Navy is happy to see
Indian Navy develop.”

Rear Adm. Yang Yi told
The Hindu here on Thursday
that “China can cooperate with
Indian Navy in dealing with the
traditional and non-traditional
security threats” especially “if
you are stronger, play impor-
tant, active, and positive role in
the region.”

Emphasising that “India and
China are two major powers in
the region,” the PLA expert said
“we need further cooperation in
the future, even further joint
military exercises.”

Asked whether the two could
move towards joint exercises by
their armies and air forces, given
that the navies had already be-
gun exercising together, he said
“there is no political barrier, no
political obstacle.”

Striking a pragmatic note, he
said: “The Navy exercises were
much easier because, according
to international law, navy is an
international force. It is
easy to undertake joint naval ex-
ercise. For the ground forces, it
is more complicated. For air
forees, it is even more difficult.”

Agreeing that joint military
exercises at the levels of the ar-

‘mies and air forces of India and
China could be considered, he
said, “We have to start from the
easy one and move to [the] com- |
plexone.”

Rilateral military exercises
would be “very conducive and
postive to reduce miscalcula-
tiors, misperceptions and im-
prove mutual trust.”

On the border issue, he said,
“We are quite smart enough to
find some solution beneficial to
both sides.”

The two countries were “very
>ld civilisations” and the two
>rime Ministers had already
igreed upon pelitical principles ‘
or the search for a settlement. P
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India for adding
greater substance,

to ties with C

Kalam, Manmofﬁgl send New
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Year messages

P Suryanarayana Y O #ith shared determination and joint
endeavour, we will be able to elevate and
strengthen the India-China partnership in the

SINGAPORE: The “fast developing
relationship” between India and
China “transcends the bilateral
dimension and is an important
determinant for the peace and
stability, as well as development
and prosperity, of Asia and the
world.” .

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh emphasised this new po-
litical dynamic, while sending
warm felicitations and cordial
greetings to Chinese Premier
Wen Jiabao on Sunday and her-
alding the beginning of the In-
dia-China Friendship Year. Dr.
Singh said: “it is important that
we continue adding greater sub-
stance to our bilateral exchanges
and international cooperation.”

In a parallel message to Chi-
nese President Hu Jintao, Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam traced
the “unique dimension” of the
present bilateral relations to the
historical context.

In his message to Mr. Wen,
full text of which was released by
the Indian Embassy in Beijing,
Dr. Singh recalled with pleasure
“the warm exchange of views we
had in Kuala Lumpur on the
sidelines of the [recent] East
Asia Summit where we reiterat-
ed our mutual resolve to acceler-
ate the momentum of our
wide-ranging cooperation.”

Friendship and cooperation
between India and China “is our
shared aspiration, which is also
in consonance with our common
long-term and strategic vision of
the relationship,” he said.

“As we celebrate the India-
China Friendship Year with a se-
ries of commemorative events,
we note with satisfaction the
sustained growth and diversifi-
cation of our relations.” He ex-
pressed confidence that “with

™
A

FRTN

[ A

21st century”

shared determination and joint
endeavour, we will be able to ele-
vate and strengthen the India-
China partnership in the 2Ist
century.”

Milestones

Outlining the “backdrop” for
these possibilities and noting
that “a number of important
milestones” were reached on the
bilateral scene last year, Dr.
Singh singled out Mr. Wen’s his-
toric visit to India.

The Prime Minister said: “We
agreed to elevate our relation-
ship to a ‘Strategic and
Cooperative

Partnership for Peace and
Prosperity.” We also made signif-
icant progress in addressing
some of the long-standing issues
in our relationship without al-
lowing them to define the agen-
da of our cooperative ties. We
are confident that in the New
Year we will be able to continue,
with greater determination, to
impart further depth and sub-
stance to our rapidly growing
ties, and add an important new

chapter to India-China
friendship.”
Kalam’s message to Hu

In his message to Mr. Hu, Mr.
Kalam said “the qualitative up-
grading of our relationship,
which is manifest across an ar-
ray of collaborative pursuits our
two countries are engaged in,
has created conditions for rais-
ing the level of our ties to newer
heights in this Friendship Year,
even as we jointly move forward

o

to address outstanding issues.”

Expressing satisfaction over
“the remarkable growth and di-
versification of India-China re-
lations in recent years” and
exuding optimism for the future,
Mr, Kalam said: “Today, the
footprints of India and China are
increasingly visible and have
made an impact on the global
landscape in diverse areas. Qur
common pursuit of a peaceful
environment for the paramount
task of achieving national con-
struction and prosperity adds !
great value to the India-China
partnership.”

The Friendship Year “is truly
a tribute to the distance travers-
ed, through friendly exchanges
and

contacts, by our two nations
through the labyrinth of time,”
he said in his greetings to Mr.
Hu.

Mr. Kalam said: “The deep
historical and cultural associ-
ation that our two ancient civ-
ilisations share has made rich
contributions in shaping the de-
velopment of humanity, and
gives a unique dimension to In-
dia-China relations in contem-
porary time. It is, therefore,
befitting that the vision of
friendship, reflected in the prin-
ciples of Panchsheel jointly
enunciated by our forefathers
more than 50 years ago, has been
taken a step further by our deci-
sion to establish an ‘India-China
Strategic and Cooperative Part-
nership for Peace and Prosper- |
ity’ during the visit of Premier !
Wen Jiabao to India last year.”




