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“LF Govt clears road for
" Tatas’ Rs 1 lakh car

¥

/Govt plans to fix perimeter of site in 1 week; says
v

existing homestead land won’t be touched

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JUNE 29

THE West Bengal Government is plan-
ning to freeze the perimeter of the land for
the high-profile Rs 1-lakh car project of the
Tatas at Singur, in the next one week.

The government on Wednesday held a
protracted closed-door meeting with dif-

ferent farmers’ organisations, wherg it as-

sured that the site being earmarked for the
Tata project would not include any exist-
ing homestead land or agricultural land
with three crops a year.

Later, State Commerce and Industries
Secretary Sabyasachi Sen said that the next
step would be to freeze the perimeter for
the project, keeping in mind the demands

pressed satisfaction with the government’s
assurances. “Now that it has been commit-
ted that no habitat will be disturbed, there
will be no need for any rehabilitation of dis-
placed persons,” said Anil Basu, the sitting
Member of Parliament from Arambagh
and aleader of the Krishak Sabha.

They are also convinced that the govern-
ment will offer a fair price for the land ac-
quired. “We have also been told that the
government will set up a commercial com-
plex near the proposed factory, which will
help farmers who sold their land for the
project find alternative vocation and
source of livelihood,” added Basu.

Hopes are now pinned on seeing the so-
cio-economic fabric of Singur change from
its current position where much of the pop-
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made by the farmer organisations. He
hoped this would take concrete shape in
the next one week. Subsequently, the West
Bengal Industrial Development Corpora-
tion (WBIDC) will be able to place its appli-
cation for land before the district collector.
Next will be the “4.1 Notice”. The land
acquisition will have to take place within
six months of this notification. While there
will be some ragged ends to the final
perimeter, Sen assured that the exclusion of
existing habitats and three-crop lands
would not result in any shrinkage in the site
size, which will remain at 1,000 acres.
Much of the site’s frontage along the Dur-
gapur expressway will be retained as the land
there is already sold and will not pose any ac-
quisition problems, he informed. Asked if
the perimeter would be referred to the Tatas
before finalisation, Sen said his department
was in constant dialogue with the company.
Emerging from the meeting, the repre-
sentatives of the farmers’ organisations ex-
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Land acquisition will have to
take place within six months
after the 4.1 notice is issued.
While there will be some
ragged ends to the
final perimeter, the exclusion
of existing habitats and
three-crop lands would not
result in any shrinkage
in the site size, which will
remain at 1,000 acres.

ulation struggles for survival, the leaders
of the farming community pointed-out.
The farmers’ organisations aligned with
the Left Front have called for a meeting at
the block office on Thursday, where those
willing to sell their land can come forward.




“New site for Tata
“automobile unit

ALOKE Banerjee 3(\\/
Kolkata, June28 °
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THE TATAS’ automobile factory in Singur
will shift to less fertile land. The government
decided on the shift under pressure from the
Opposition and also from within the Left
Front, who were upset that Tata Motors was
being given fertile land.

At a meeting of the farmers’ wings of the
Left Front constituents on Wednesday,
CPI(M)’s Krishak Sabha leaders said the new
site, also in Singur, would consist of 2,400
bighas of marshy land. Only 400 bighas of
single or two-crop land would be acquired.

With the farmers’ wings of the RSP, CP1

and the Forward Bloc lapping up the idea

and giving up their belligerence, it was de-
cided that all MPs and MLAs of Hooghly
would hold a public meeting in Singur on
Thursday to announce that there was no dif-
ference within the Left Front over the issue.
Yet another meeting of the Left peasant or-
ganisations will be held on July 12. The in-
dustries and land reforms departments at
Writers’ Buildings were immediately in-
formed of the happy development.

CPI(M) leaders present at the meeting
claimed that of the 325 families to be evicted,
208 have already said in writing that they
had no objection to handing over their land
to the automobile company. The rest would
also follow suit soon, they said.

CPI(M) leaders also claimed that of the
3,000 jobs to be created in the factory, 300
posts would be filled from the families of
evicted farmers. Another 2,200 people would
be recruited from Hooghly and only 500 peo-
ple would be brought from outside Hooghly
district.
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The Tatas will build a school over a 200-
acre plot for training the locals before giving
them employment in the plant, which would :

be built over 600 acres.

Salim road on
fertile land

The Salim Group’s
100km road from
Barasat to Raichak
will run through fer-
tile patches that
grow double crops,
land reforms minis-
ter Abdur Rezzak
Mollah (above) says.
Though he claims to
be in favour of high-
ways for their mani-
fold benefits, he says
the road, needing
3,000 acres, would
run through land
known for cultiva-
tion of paddy and
vegetables.

See Kolkata Live



“Buddha allays farmers’
r Tata venture

» CM Feels Singur Project Will
Boost Economy Of Entire Area
» Industrialisation Will Not
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y EST Bengal chief
minister, Bud-
dhadeb = Bhat-

tacharjee, spent more than

half an hour on Tuesday con-
vincing farmers that acquisi-
tion of land for the Tata Mo-
tors project at Singur in
Hooghly district will not
harm them.

On the contrary, he ar-
gued, the economy of the
entire area as well as the
{ Hooghly district will improve
once the car manufacturing
unit is established.

He was addressing a gath-
ering of CPM supporters at
Arambagh in Hooghly dis-
trict, about 45 km from
Kolkata. “It is our govern-
ment which abolished the
zamindari system. It is our
government which gave you
(farmers) lands to cultivate.
How will the same govern-
ment take away lands from
you without offering ade-
quate compensation?” the
chief minister said.

“A responsible govern-

ment like ours can‘'t do any
harm to agriculture which
we consider our base. You
need not be worried about
our government’s plan to in-
dustrialise West Bengal. We
are not going to do that at the
cost of agriculture,” Mr Bhat-
tacharjee added.

“Opposition parties are
trying to misguide you by
raising a hue and cry over our
move to acquire land for set-
ting up industrial units. Ei-
ther these parties are igno-
rant about the policies of our
government or they are run-
ning a campaign among the
farmers to make them hostile
against our government,” he
told the gathering.

The chief minister assured
the farmers that his govern-
ment will never land them in
trouble. “We will have to ac-

|

Happen At The Cost Of Farming

quire land for industrialisa-
tion. Qur government will
compensate adequately
those whose lands will be ac-
quired. Moreover, our gov-
ernment will also try to en-
sure jobs for those who will
lose their land to accommo-
date industrial units,” - the
chief minister said,

Hooghly district's CPM
leadership held a series of
meetings with the farmers to
convince them that the ac-
quisition of lands for setting
up industrial units will not
harm them.

The leadership feared the
growing resentment among a
section of farmers in the dis-
trict after the local villagers
gheraoed a Tata Motors team
which had gone to Singur to
identify land for the Rs 1000
crore Peoples Car project.




State gets
budget /for
the people.

T Correspondent &' ' N 1‘ \(}/ WH A-I-\/

Kolkata, June 23

IN A quid pro quo for the massi\;e man-
date from last month’s Assembly polls, . :
the Left Front government’s budget for : Foreign cigarettes
2006-07 has spared the common man any ' Imported sugar
steep tax hike. Lac, shellac

Most items of daily use have been left | Cameras
untouched and taxes on some of them have : -
been slashed. Even local cigarettes and
liquor have been kept outside the tax net, :
though imported brands will be costlier. |

Explaining the mechanics of his budg- :
et, finance minister Asim Dasgupta cited :
RBI figures and said that Bengal was now :
one of the country’s most cash-rich states.

Does it mean the government has come :
out of the economic crisis that forced itto
embrace stringent cost-cutting measures? :
“The intensity of the crisis has lessened.
Whether we have finally overcome it will :
be clear in the next six months or so,” ! : PR ——
Dasgupta said. “In the coming days, I will : y
be able to return some of the centralloans i WHAT s nﬂwu
even before using them,” he added. i Tea

The finance minister said from now on N T
there would be no embargo on develop- : Bed spread, bed
ment expenditure and no clearance from : cover, bedsheet,
the finance department would be neces- towels, napkins

Foreign liquor

Luxury tax on
restaurants and
also hotels
outside Kolkata
Metropolitan
Planning Area

sary for payment of salaries to teachers. ! Agarbati
The budget, which proposes a total ex- Ghee

penditure of Rs 42720.53 crore and total : .

receipt of Rs 42668.53 crore leaves only a ! Timber

manageable deficit of Rs six crore. And i Adhesives

with a 24.5 per cent increase in the plan : Recorded

outlay it sets an ambitious growth target
for the government.
The rate of growth of the State Domestic :
Product has been fixed at 8.5 per cent. Even :
last year, it was the highest in the country, :
Dasgupta said. The budget makes provi- i
sion for at least 40 litres of drinking water
per day for every resident, 30 new colleges
in the state; conversion 1,000 high schools
into higher secondary schools and hundred
per cent rural electrification withina year. i

cinematographic
films
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Crores & roses from Mukesh

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, June 21: Mukesh
Ambani called it a “histori-
cal” day. He might have
meant historic and why not
historical even?

But it was not for the
Rs 4,000-crore investment he
said he would make in two
projects in Bengal that he
called this day historical.

Today is the 30th annivers-
ary of the Left Front govern-
ment, for which he presented

" Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

(Buddhababu, he called the
chief minister) a bouquet of

i red roses.

A meeting of minds of a
Marxist party-led government
and Mukesh — that makes a
good headline for the 30th
birthday.

It was a convergence of int-
erests on two projects — an
agri-business network and a
gas pipeline, each costing
Rs 2,000 crore.

This day also saw the two
brothers — Mukesh and Anil
— on public stage, one in Cal-

© cutta and one in Mumbali, one

with the Bengal chief minis-
ter (alate convert to economic
liberalisation) and the other
with the Prime Minister (who
started it).

While Mukesh was making
his first commitment in Ben-
gal, the younger brother —

mother Kokilaben by hi: side:

— was renewing his inrMum-
bai with his company partici-
pating in a consortium that
will build the Metro rail in the
western metropolis.

The Mukesh camp had be-
en talking about the agri-busi-
ness initiative, consisting of a
network of farm product purc-
hase and distribution centres,
but sprang something of a sur-
prise in the announcement ab-
out laying a pipeline to Haldia

-{ to bring gas Reliance has dis-

covered in the Bay of Bengal.

(G

Al Ambani with M

The announcement was
made after the meeting Muk-
esh, who flew into town with
wife Neeta and son Anant, had
with the chief minister where
developing a special economic
zone (SEZ) at Haldia was
also discussed. Mukesh did
not make a commitment. Ata
joint news conference, the
chief minister denied having
talked about Reliance’s possi-
ble role in the chemical hub

at Writers’ Buil the

planned at Haldia.

Before making more com-
mitments, Reliance wants to
test the ground in Bengal with
its farm products business
and pipeline, If its experience
over the next three years when
the two projects will be imple-
mented proves happy, more in-
vestments could flow in.

A formal agreement on the
agri-business venture will be
signed shortly. Mukesh, who

\‘

JUNIOR WlTH PM, BIG BROTHER WITH CM

¢ o @sMetro pgil construction in Mumbai. (Right) Mukesh Agnbani with Buddhadeb Bhattachar]ee
Left¥ront %

nt’s 30th anmversary Pictures by Fotocorptand Pabitra Das

said it was a privilege to work
with the Bengal government,
added: “We want to transform
the agri-retail sector to bring
prosperity to the farmers of
Bengal. Our primary focus is
to transform the agri sector.”
Bhattacharjee hoped that
the modern market mecha-
nism Reliance would put in
place would benefit farmers.
There are fears that such a
system could cause job loss by

, eliminating middlemen. Com-
merce and industry secretary
Sabyasachi Sen, however, said
the only people to lose would
be the village money-lenders.

“They (Reliance) will offer
cheap credit along with agri-
cultural inputs. However,
farmers will not be bound to
sell their produce to the com-
pany,” he said.

Mukesh wanted to meet
Jyoti Basu, too. A meeting

could not be arranged but they
spoke over the phone.

As reported earlier in The
Telegraph, Reliance has sig-
ned a memorandum of under-
standing with the West Bengal
Industrial Development Cor-
poration to bring gas from its
reserves off the Orissa coast.
Reliance will undertake a
study to assess the demand for
gas in Calcutta and Haldia.

H See Metro, Page 8
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3 CPM men Hlled,
Maoists suspect .

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, June 20

THE MAOIST menace has returned to
haunt Nadia district, with three
CPI(M) supporters being killed in sep-
arate incidents in the last 24 hours.

Some 15 men, believed Maoists, at-
tacked brothers Uttam Sardar (40) and
Swapan Sardar (32) while they slept
outside their room in-Kotwali area of
Chandpur. In another incident, uni-
dentified men killed CPI(M) supporter
Dil Mohammad (50) when he had gone
to collect money from his neighbour at
Charmoktarpur on Monday night. No
arrests have been made yet, but Nadia
District CPI(M) Committee member
S.M. Sadi alleged the involvement of
BJPE, TMC and Maoists, in Dil’s murder.

The Sardar brothers were reported-
ly on the Maoists’ hit list since 1997
and CPI(M)’s zonal committee had
asked Nadia SP R. Rajasekaran for
tighter measures. On Monday night,
Uttam, his wife Saraswati and brother
Swapan were asleep in the courtyard
of their house when 15 gun-wielding
Maoists attacked them. They first
fired at Uttam, killing him on the spot.

Swapan tried to flee but the attack-
ers chased him to a nearby jute field
where he too was shot dead. The at-
tackers then fled.

The CPI(M) top brass was informed
on Monday night itself but they visit-
ed the place only in the morning, fear-
ing that the Maoists would target
them in the dark.

SP Rajasekaran, ASP Subrata Mitra
and DSP (HQ) Prafulla Saha visited the
spot in the morning but declined to say
whether the assailants were Maoists.
“According to preliminary findinge

oA [
NN
\;‘\ . \\( . ‘\I\\\‘ :

Bloody history

July 2005 Barikul O-C Probal Sengup-
ta dies when bag left by Maoists
blows up on him

December 2005 Purulia CPM leader
Rabi Kar’s house set on fire, Kar dies

February 2006 Maoists blow up W
Midnapore SP Ajay Nanda’s convoy at
Bglpahari. Seven cops die, Nanda sur-
vives

the two brothers had a dispute with the
attackers over a water body, Kalinga
Beel. It is too early to commerit.”
CPI(M) district secretary Ashu Gh-
osh said, “The victims were party
workers. Backed by the Maoists, some
criminals were not allowing tribals to
use water from the Kaling Beel for
fishing. The two brothers had raised
their voice against these criminals.”
Uttam’s wife Saraswati said, “The
attackers were all Maoists. These very
men had pasted posters calling for a

boycott of the Assembly polis™ =
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Bengal gets twin
" business sultors

|
i

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, June 20: When
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
gets two business houses
interested in one property,
Bengal appears to have ar-
rived somewhere on Ind-
ia’s industrial map.

Mukesh Ambani, who wi-
11 be in Calcutta tomorrow to
meet the chief minister and
top officials, is known to be
interested in Haldia Petroch-
emicals, where the other suit-
or is Indian Oil. It was disclo-
sed today that Reliance could
also drink at the fountain at
the government-owned dairy
at Haringhata.

The other day the Indone-
sian Salim Group’s represen-
tatives had paid a visit to the
dairy with the same intention.

Competition fetches the be-
st deal, anywhere.

The main item on Amba-
ni’s agenda is the group’s farm
business initiative, under whi-
ch it will buy agricultural pro-
ducts from the state for sale
through two kinds of outlet.
One will be distribution cen-
tres — five of which will come
up in Bengal — for what is ca-

RS

MUKESH’S AGENDA

eoProcure farm produce for sale across India

oBuild malls, where 40% of merchandise will be

farm products

sinvestment in chemical hub at Haldia

ePossibility of taking over Haringhata dairy

oRole in Haldia Petrochem once dispute with

Chatterjee resoived

lled business-to-business sale.
In other words, wholesale
trade.

Reliance also plans to build
shopping malls, in Bengal and
elsewhere, which will stock fa-
rm products, comprising ab-
out 40 per cent of the total mer-
chandise.

Officials in the chief min-
ister’s office said the govern-
ment would request Ambani
to invest in plastics at the pro-
posed chemical hub at Haldia,
a project Indian Oil is expect-
ed to anchor.

Talks have been held with
the Salim Group to build
the infrastructure’ for the
complex.

Reliance Industries will
also be offered the ailing Har-

inghata dairy and farm, aro-
und 45 km from Calcutta in
Nadia district. “A team from
Reliance Industries will visit
Haringhata soon,” animal re-
sources development minister
Anisur Rahaman said.

This is small fry compared
to the possibility that at the
talks between Bhattacharjee
and Ambani the special eco-
nomic zone (SEZ) planned for
Haldia could come up. The
chief minister has been talk-
ing about getting Ambani in-
volved in the SEZ but Reliance
has been silent so far.

Meanwhile, when Benny
Santoso of the Salim Group
visited Bengal last week, there
were discussions about the In-
donesian conglomerate build-

1ng the infrastructure for the
Haldia SEZ.

Reliance is too big to be just
aninvestor inan SEZ and, if at
all interested, it would want to
be the infrastructure develop-
er, as it is doing in Haryana.

Having signed the
Rs 25,000-crore Haryana deal
yesterday, it will be interesting
to see how Ambani reacts dur-
ing talks on an SEZ here.

It is likely that the pro-
posed chemical hub at Haldia
will be discussed. “Since they
are already in plastics, we
would ask them to consider
Haldia,” a state official said.

But if the government
wants this investment to come
into the chemical hub, again
Reliance will not be interested
in simply being an investor. It
will want to build the hub
itself.

Government officials have
said earlier that Salim and Re-
liance are not mutually exclu-
sive and there are enough in-
vestment opportunities avail-
able for both. It will now be up
to the government to offer the
two what suits them and not
create a situation where it gets
one at the cost of another.
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GRENADE ATT ON

e T
37 injured In

TN\

KATA TOURIST

S . q_((,\ massive jolt
riagar and heard a
strikes; Hizbul deafening
’ | blast. Most of
slams blasts us were thrown
off-balance.
d
o cwata, May 31 All we saw next
EXACTLY A week after the bomb attack on a “WEre people,
bus near Hazratbal that killed four tourists T
from Gujarat, militants launched near-simul- Wlth bl()()d
tsapeous ’grie)lg(g ?ttaclés ?1?1 tv‘éo b;lfies niar 11
rinagar’s ate on Wednesda ernoon,
t;irgegng 1;courists hfrom BengalaAtsieast 37 peo- d Over’
tint tack 22 of th d- :
?n?tl?irfo ﬁlcfs;ﬁal a?‘:hascpli?gr irzxj?lres;m * ) Scrambhng fOr
J & Kashmir DGP Gopal S :
sai(irg’lll‘illlt terr::is?sllz:\itacked tv?/g?)use: \fvllrtlfal the 6X1t.
hand grenades. But there were no reports of — sambhun

death till 1ate in the evening.”

The first attack happened around 5.30 pm
when unidentified militants hurled a grenade
at a bus at Badyari Chowk in Dalgate. Mimutes
later there was a similar attack at Chinar Ba-

gh on a bus that was returning from Sonmarg.

“We. were travelling back from Sonmarg
and I was sitting in the driver’s cabin. When
the bus entered the Dal Lake area and head-
ed towards the Golden Finger Hotel, we felt a
massive jolt and heard a deafening expl-
osion. Most of us were thrown off-balance.
All we saw next were people, with blood all
over, scrambling for the exit. Police and some
local people reacted immediately and carted
those injured to nearby hospitals,” Sambhu-
nath Ghosh, tour manager for Rocky Travels,
which had taken 36 people to Srinagar on
May 22, told Hindustan Times over the phone
from Srinagar.

Manjuli Moitra of Kasba, who was sight-
seeing near Dal Lake and had been touring
with Pakhira Travels, said, “Our bus was just
behind the bus that took the grenade hit. We
were lucky that the grenade missed our bus”.

The police moved in fast, cordoned off the
entire area around Dal Lake and started a
combing operation.

The May 25 attack near Hazratbal in which
four Gujarati tourists were killed made little
impact on the tourist inflow into the Valley.
But Wednesdays attacks spread panic among
visitors many of whom were seen packing
up to return home at the earliest.

While no militant outfit claimed responsi-
bility for the attacks till last reports came in,
the Hizbul Mujahideen said tourists had
been targeted to “give our freedom strugglea
bad name”. No mujahid group had been in-
volved in the attack,” a Hizbul spokesperson
told newspaper offices over the phone.

See also Kolkata Live

~ No one’s going to
Kashmir anymore

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 31

IF WEDNESDAY'’S terrorist at-
tack was targeting Kashmir’s
tourism industry, it hasn’t missed
its mark. Most travel agents in
Bengal have called off all remain-
ing tours to the state this year.

Apex Tours and Travels owner
Asit Bardhan said, “We had 160
bookings this season. We’ve now
decided to refund our customers.”
They had charged Rs 12,600 per
head for a one-week package.

Ma Kali Travels has cancelled a
Kashmir tour scheduled for the
second week of June. “We have
called all those who had bookings
to0 our office tomorrow. If they acc-
ept a change of venue we can book

something. Otherwise we’ll refund
their money,” said a company
spokesman. Individuals, too, are
not taking any chances. Subir
Bhowmick of Manicktala was to
board the Jammu-Tawai Express
on Thursday with family. “We
aren’t going,” he now says.

Lately, Kashmir had been teemi-
ng with Bengali tourists. “This ye-
ar has seen a 40 per cent surge in
bookings. But, I don’t know what’ll
happen now,” Sanket Singhi of
Suraj Express Travels said. Amit
Nahar of Impress Travels adds,
«Kashmir tourists from the city
are usually on a pilgrimage-cum-
vacation trip. Gulmarg, Pahalgam
and Srinagar are the favoured spo-
ts, but they also add Amarnath and
Vaishno Devi to their itinerary.”

A boy holds on to his
mom’s hand as she lies in

hospital bed in Srinagar.
FARDOQ JAVED/HT



ASTAFF REPORTER

lcutta, May 31: Buddha-
-deb Bhattacharjee today push-
“gd through proposals to acqui-
. Ye around 38,000 acres for in-
dustry and infrastructure at
the first cabinet meeting after
elections.
. Springingasurprise on his
- colleagues, the chief minister
said: “There are other issues,
which didn’t figure originally
on the agenda circulated earli-
-er. However, we have to acqui-
re this land. If investors turn
away from Bengal because we
refuse them land, it will send
a very negative message out-
side.”
As the names of projects
and land required were read
out, some ministers objected,
pointing out that they needed
the details before giving con-
sent.
“We should have been told
the details of these projects
earlier. Then we could have
spoken to farmers in our areas
--:and explained the issue to th-
"em. We also want to know whe-
ther the land being acquired is

double or multi-crop,” said so-
. me ministers.

The chief minister cut
them short. “Anyone having
any objections can pass them

~on to me in writing later. Let
{us clear these now.”

Only the acquisition of
4,884 acres for the Dankuni
township had figured on the

~agenda originally drafted and
- circulated.
©  The 10 surprise items tab-
-led by industries minister Nir-
upam Sen included acquisi-
s tion of 25,000 acres at Haldia,
:1,000 acres for the Tata car pro-
#ject at Singur, 850 acres for a
iknowledge city, health city
#and bioterh nark near the air-

\Qfﬁ

Movers and shékers

(Right to left) Chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, finance minister
Asim Dasgupta and commerce and industries minister Nirupam Sen at the meeting
Picture by Pradip Sanyal

port, 500 acres for Eastern Ex-
pressway from Barasat to Rai-
chak, 500 acres for a food park
at Uluberia, 250 acres for a Tel-
con (Tata) payloader unit at
Kharagpur, 3,000 acres for a
minor port and special econo-
mic zone at Kulpi, 150 acres for
a cement factory at Sagardi-
ghi in Murshidabad and 1,100
acres for a garment park at
Sankrail.

The cabinet also approved
the West Bengal Industrial De-
velopment Corporation’s ac-

abinet clears 3800

quisition of 750 acres at Gup-
tamani near Kharagpur for an
industrial estate, which didn’t
figure on the agenda.

When the Tata project at
Singur was discussed, RSP
minister Kshiti Goswami said
there was no mention of jobs
for marginal farthers in the
compensation package.

Sen said his department
would “work it out” with the
investor.

When Goswami asked how
the poor, displaced families

sHaldia 25 000 acres

eTata car P"Olect Slngur
1,000 acres

#Knowledge city, health cuty
and biotech park near airport
850 acres

#Eastern Expressway (Barasat
to Raichak) 500 acres

‘eFood park Uluberia
500 acres

asTeIcon s payloader plant
Kharagpur 250 acres

‘sMinor port and speclal economlc
zone, Kulpi 3,000 acres

#Cement factory, Sagardlghl o
150 acres

s#Garment pa’fk,\Sé‘nkfé'i’Iw o

0-acre plan

1,100 acres

would get housing when the
state didn’t have a proper be-
low-poverty-line list, Sen said
they could procure certificates
from panchayats authenticat-
ing their economic status.

Left Front chairman Bim-
an Bose had earlier this week
appealed to the constituents to
clear the compensation pack-
age for displaced farmers at
the first cabinet meeting to
send out a picture of unity.

Bhattacharjee told the cab-
inet that his government had

#industrial estate, Kharagpur
750 acres

ambitious plans for Haldia.
“We're sending officials to
the US to hardsell Haldia as a
chemical hub. Haldia port is
taking a beating because of
low draft. If we can sell this as
achemical hub, we will also be
able to save the port.”

Officials in the industries
department said all major
items from their side were
tabled at the last moment be-
cduse it took a lot of time to
collect land details from th
district magistrates.

THE [ELEGRArH
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Singur, June 1: About 3,000
villagers today staged a
demonstration in front of the
office of the Singur block de-
velopment officer against the
government’s move to acquire
farmland for the Tata Motors
project.

The Tatas have chosen the
site in Hooghly district, about
45 km from Calcutta, for their
small-car project.

Local Trinamul MLA Ra-
bindranath Bhattacharyya
was with the protesters thro-
ughout the demonstration to
express his support.

The villagers, under the
banner of the Krishijami Ban-
chao Committee (Save Farm-
land Committee), brought out
a procession around noon.
Waving sickles, ploughs and
brooms, they shouted slogans
against chief minister Buddh-
adeb Bhattacharjee and indu-
stries minister Nirupam Sen.

The protesters carried
placards with slogans like
“Krishi jami aamader bhitti,
tabu Budhhar eki kukirti
(Farmland is our livelihood,
but lock at Buddha’s (Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s) mis-
deed” and “Jamir dalal Niru-
pam Sen Singur theke door
hato (Land broker Nirupam
Sen stay off Singur)”.

Sen had visited Singur on
Tuesday to explain to the vil-
lagers about compensation
they would get for land given
to the government. He had
also tried to convince farmers

0 2 iUk 2006
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Protesters demonstrate at the Singur BDO’s office on Thursday. Picture by Uttam Dutta

that it made more sense for
them to sell their land instead
of using it for cultivation.

The protesters, with about
1,000 women at the head, gath-
ered at the BDO’s office and
demonstrated for two hours
against the government’s
move to “dispossess farmers
of their farmland”.

They submitted a deputa-
tion to BDO Abhijit Mukher-
jee who said he was yet to re-
ceive a government order for
acquisition of land and was
not in a position to shed light
on the issue. “The villagers
came to talk about land acqui-

sition but I told them that the
district magistrate is empow-
ered to deal with the issue.”
Bhattacharyya said the
farmers’ movement would
continue till the government
relents. “Just watch what we
do in the days to come. The

government has become sha- |

meless. We do want industrial-
isation but not at the cost of
farmers. Lakhs of acres are
lying unused in Dankuni. Let
the Tatas set up industry
there.”

Samar Baora, secretary of
the CPM-controlled Krishak
Sabha, said: “Those who

joined the agitation are mis-
guided. We hope they will give
up their land for the Tata
project, realising that indus- |
trialisation is the need of the
hour”

THE TELEGRAPH
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Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, June 2: The con-
troversy over acquisition of
farm land for the Tata small
car project at Singur hit an
air pocket today with the
Trinamul Congress deman-
ding a committee of experts
and the CPI’s peasant wing
asking for a compensation
package covering cost esca-
lation over the next 20 years
calculated at the rate of 20
per cent a year along with
coverage of the projected
incame over the same peri-
od for each plot to be
acquired.
Trinamul chief Miss
Mamata Banerjee demand-
ed an expert committee to
. find out how much land
each peasant would lose.
“We will launch a mass
movement on the basis of
the commiittee’s findings.”

The Trinamul will hold a
| nine-day peasants’ conven-
i tion at Singur from 17 June.
“We demand a white paper
on thisland deal as the state
policy lacks transparency,”
Miss Banerjee said.

Mr Prabodh Panda, MP

wihg says

MAMATA FOR EXPERT OPINION

| CPI

f‘,

S 1t

and general secretary of the
Paschim Banga Pradeshik
Krishak Sabha, the peas-
ants’ wing of the CPI, said:
“It appears that the govern-
ment is doing a favour to
the farmers by announcing
a compensation package. It
is not enough. The state
should deal with farmers
the same way it deals with
factory workers who are
offered premature retire-
ment schemes.”

Mr Panda demanded a
discussion in the Assembly
and an agriculture panel
comprising of experts and
peasant body representa-
tives. “On this issue we take
the same stand that we took
on the Narmada Bachao
Andolan. The rehabilitation
package for farmers has to
be executed before any
land is acquired,” Mr Panda
said.

CPI-M state secretary Mr
Biman did not react to Mr
Panda’s statement. He,
however, said that many
farmers handed over their
land to the government
today without any hesita-

tion. —/«
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acquisition programme is reinforced by the confession by
local CPI-M leaders that the farmers are confused about
what the government intends to do. Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee’s emphasis on speed may have a positive impact in
other areas but in this case it has backfired to the extent of
the government having to make quick changes in the com-
pensation package being offered. To begin with, the desper-
ate effort t0 acquire around 1,000 acres for the car factory
may have stemmed from a sense of confidence arising from
the thumping mandate, The next step was to make use of
zonal committee members to persuade the farmers to part
with their holdings in the way agricultural land had been
acquired in Ra;arhat Local CPI-M leaders assumed they had
scored a major victory when 600 farmers gave a written
undertaking to Nirupam Sen at a rally this week. It now

- transpires that a substantial number belonging to the Krishi
Jami Raksha Committee, who gheraced the BDO’s office,
have vowed to resist the land acquisition at any cost. If the
compensation package is being enhanced substantially, it
suggests that it is being done under pressure. The govern-
ment has clearly been caught on the wrong foot.

Before the offer of concessions, which include compensa-
tion af rates well above the market value and promise of jobs
for those displaced, local Marxists had no means of striking
a bargain. To begin with, the party had gone back on its
assurance that multi-crop land would be untouched. That
was a myth to start with since investors were expected to lay
down priorities: sites would need to be near highways, rail-
ways jurictions and close to Kolkata. If barren land had been
the main criterion, Bankura, Purulia and Midnapore would

have been the inevitable destinations. Hooghly, one of the
saost fertile districts in the state, offered greater advantages.
"hat tensions have arisen now may be due to the fact that
the government (and the party) may have relied a little too
rauch on local Marxists. The backlash from farmers con-
firms that pressure tactics will not work when thousands

. 4rc being uprooted and, despite the compensation, will be
[eft with an uncertain future. The Tatas may have set foot on
Singur under happier circumstances if the farmers’ com-
munity as a whole had been taken into confidence.
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g IOC to anchor chemical hub

o ASTAFFREPORTER \T\ to Shanghai

Calcutta, June 13: Bengal’s
dream to make Haldia a chem-
ical hub started its journey to-
wards reality today with the
Indian Oil Corporation agree-
ing in principle to become the
anchor investor in the project.

Petroleum minister Murli
Deora had a meeting with ch-
ief minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee and industry minis-
ter Nirupam Sen to discuss the
public sector company’s invo-
lvement in the chemical hub.

“It is a beginning, but I can
say it is a good beginning,”
Bhattacharjee said after the
talks with Deora, petroleum
secretary M.S. Srinivasan and
I0C chairman Sarthak Be-
huria.

Deora, who stopped over in
Calcutta for the night en route

14

10C, the-
\for an Asian {1 refore, has
oil summit, ) linked the
also announ- 4 capacity in-
ced I0C’s in- crease to a
tention to leading role
pump Rs in Haldia
3,000 crore Petrochemi-
into its Hald- - cals Ltd
iarefineryto  Deora, Bhattacharjee; Doing  (HPL). It wa-
develop a nu- business nts to pro-
mber of gressively
downstream projects. increase its stake in HPL to
There is also a proposalto  eventually take over the man-
expand the refinery itself. agement.
“The state government has Srinivasan said IOC want-

requested 10C to double the
capacity of the Haldia refin-
ery to 15 million tonnes. But it
would be difficult to evacuate
such a huge amount of pro-
duction from there. We must
have something where they
can be utilised,” Srinivasan
said.
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ed to first step up its holding to
a strategic level — 26 per cent
and above — and then develop
majority stake, 51 per cent and
above,

It now has a 7.5 per cent
stake in HPL where the two
principal promoters, the Ben-
gal government and The Chat-
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terjee Group, are locked in a
bitter battle for control. The
government has offered to buy
out Purnendu Chatterjee.

The disputed oil price in-
crease was also discussed at
the meeting.

“I have already written a
letter to the chief minister re-
questing the state government
to cut sales tax on petrol and
diesel. Many states have done
so. But Left parties say that the
Centre should do it. They
should practise what they
preach,” Deora said before
going into the talks.

Congress-ruled states have
foregone the extra sales tax
from the price hike, but Ben-
gal has refused to do so. The
state will earn 30 and 85 paise
more in sales tax for every
litre of diesel and petrol after
the increase.
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, June 12: The Left
Front partners want a bandh
in Bengal to press Delhi for a
rollback of the fuel price hike,
but not the CPM.

Unhappy with the Big Bro-
ther’s reluctance to shut down
Bengal just a month after re-
turning to power with the pro-
mise of industrialisation, its
allies met today with the op-
tion of the strike topping their
agenda.

CPM leaders, however, on-
ly promised sit-ins in front of
central government offices to-
morrow to protest against the
hike.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee today remained
non-committal on slashing the
sales tax or cess on fuel. “Delhi
has created the mess, Let the
Centre lower taxes first,” he
said at Writers’ Buildings.

Asked if the decision of
some Congress-ruled states to
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A five-minute roadblock by Citu in Calcutta on Monday in
protest against the price hike. Picture by Sanjoy Chattopadhyaya

lower taxes was a move to cre-
ate pressure on other govern-
ments, he shot back: “Who is
pressuring whom?”

However, the front part-
nersare still keen on a strike, a
tradition Bengal is slowly lea-
ving behind. A meeting to dis-
cuss the bandh will be held in
Delhi on Thursday, said Abani
Roy of the RSP.

“We should go for a bigger
movement, a strike, to pressu-
re the UPA government at the
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Centre tolower the salestax. A
lukewarm protest will not ser-
ve the purpose,” CP1 state sec-
retary Manju Kumar Majum-
dar told front chairman Bim-
an Bose during a meeting with
him this morning.

Forward Bloc leader Hafiz
Alam Sairani called upon
Bose to follow the example of
DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu. “If
the Tamil Nadu government
can slash the cess, we can fol-
low suit.” Sairani said.

ttLcwunsr M

CPM between alles & bandh

\‘g\SP state secretary Debab-
rata Bandopadhyay, too, asked
Bose to consider the bandh op-
tion. “Earlier, too, we had call-
ed Bharat bandhs to protest
against the Congress-led cen-
tral government,” he remind-
ed the CPM state secretary.

At a front meeting last
week, Bose, however, had dis-
couraged the allies to think ab-
out a bandh keeping in mind

_the chief minister’s dislike for
it. “When we aré wWooirig inves--
tors from across the world, we
should not do anything that
might send a wrong signal to
them,” he had told the front
leaders.

It is apparently quite a
change of tack. The CPM had
called a nationwide strike on
September 29, 2005, to protest
against the Centre’s decision
to disinvest Bhel’s shares.

On February 24, 2004, the
party had called a bandh to
protest against the NDA's “an-
ti-people policies”, including a
fuel vrice hike. Yyl




