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~What Balasingham

“should understand

. s the peace process in Sri Lanka totters on the
‘ brink of collapse and the screws of international
L sanctions tighten on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, Anton Balasingham, Political Adviser to the
organisation’s supremo, has come up with a clever, perhaps
over-clever, play. This is in the form of an interview to NDTV
— the highlight of which is a so-called confession on the
LTTE’s role in the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi at Sripe-
rumbudur in May 1991 combining with an appeal to India to
be “magnanimous,” “put the past behind [it],” and shape “a
new foreign policy towards her neighbour” on the basis of “a
new understanding ... {and] a new relationship” with the
Tigers. This is clearly meant to soften New Dethi’s un-
relenting hostility, legal and political, towards the LTTE —
now proscribed or listed by most major countries as a terror-
ist organisation — and also to create confusion in the Indian
public mind about the organisa%on’s real aims and inten-
tions. \Qi A
The ‘confession,” couched in ambiguity, is lassic double-
speak. The Rajiv assassination, according to Mr. Balasing-
ham, was “a great tragedy ... a monumental tragedy ... which
we deeply regret, and we call upon the Government of India
and people of India to be magnanimous ... to put the past
behind [them] and to approach the ethnic question in a
different perspective.” This statement can be read in any
which way. It will certainly not qualify in any court of law as
a confession since Mr. Balasingham can offer the following
defence: “What I meant was that the LTTE regarded the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination as a great or monumental trage-
dy and since India seemed convinced we were behind it, I
appealed to it to put the whole tragic experience behind it
and approach Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict from a fresh per-
spective.” But the answer to the LTTE spokesman’s appeal
to India to “actively involve [itself] in the peace process”
cannot be in any doubt. Given the circumstances, India
cannot play any direct role in Sri Lanka’s peace process. At
the same time, this country has a deep interest and stake in
its neighbour coming out of its time of troubles on the basis
of anon-military, negotiated, and just political settlement of
the Tamil question along federal lines — and within the
framework of Sri Lanka remaining one. It can be added that
The Hindu has, over the past half century, shared this
perspective and consistently championed the cause of the
Tamils of the island within this just and anti-secessionist
framework. Further, New Delhi has made it abundantly
clear that it will “maintain an abiding interest in the security
of Sri Lanka and remains committed to its sovereignty and
territorial integrity.” What Mr. Balasingham needs to un-
derstand is that this national policy has solid support acrogs
the political spectrum, barring some small pro-LTTE parjfes
and elements in Tamil Nadu that stand isolated from fain-
stream democratic gpinion.



“An attempt to soften
India’s attitude” 5| .

Legal situatiop unchanged:
ﬁzﬁ’ﬂw' \

Staff Reporter Q\“
s
MADURAL: The Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was try-
ing to soften the attitude of the
Government and people of India
by coming out with a confession
and apology in connection with
the former Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi’s assassination, the for-
mer Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) Director, D.R.
Kaarthikeyan, said on
Wednesday.

Speaking to The Hindu over
telephone, Mr. Kaarthikeyan,
who led the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) that probed the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case,
said the LTTE’s chief negotiator
Anton Balasingham’s statement
would not in any way alter the
legal situation in the case. The
charge sheeted case against the
absconding accused was pending
before the court.

The fact that India had com-
muted the death sentence of one
of the key accused to life impris-
onment and “did nothing for
over eight years to implement
the death sentence confirmed by
the Supreme Court on three oth-
er accused” might have made the
LTTE think that there was a
softening of the Centre’s atti-
| tude. “1 do not think any politic-

ian could have played a role in
the LTTE coming out with a con-
fession at this stage,” he said.

Not surprised

. Mr. Kaarthikeyan said he was
not surprised at the ‘confession’
of the LTTE. “After the miser-
ably failed attempts by some
self-seeking politicians in our
own country to derail and dis-
rupt the investigation and trial
[in the assassination case], ad-
mission of guilt by unarguably
the deadliest terrorist group in
the world gives me immense

D.R. Kaarthikeyan

professional satisfaction.”

Accusing the LTTE of “ingrat-
itude” and “short-sightedness”,
he said it was Rajiv Gandhi who
took enormous interest and
went out of the way to solve the
Sri Lankan ethnic crisis.

The conspiracy to kill Rajiv
Gandhi was a decision taken at
the highest level [in the LTTE]
and was not known even to lead-
ers such as Mathiah, “The LTTE
wanted to take revenge for the
damage suffered by them due to
IPKF operations.”

Asked whether the outfit was
looking for sympathy, he said it
always wanted support from In-
dia and other countries. Both the
LTTE and Sri Lankan defence
forces were overtaken by “battle
fatigue” and felt “weakened.”

On whether the LTTE’s state-
ment coincided with the war sit-
uation in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Kaarthikeyan said war clouds
were hovering over the island
nation for over 15 years.

One of the reasons for the sud-
den confession could be that the
“LTTE was convinced that un-
less India is involved actively
now, there cannot be a solution
satisfactory to Tamils.

“They might have calculated
that admitting a fact which is
already universally established
and expressing regret could soft-
en India’s attitude to some
extent.”
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India not to join

Lanka peace meet

RS CoM
P.K. Balachandran /\:j\/’ QL‘)Z"/ & J\Jv/i /{
Colombo, May 15 Q o Rnad to Tokyo

INDIA IS unlikely to join the co-
chairs of the Tokyo Donors’ Con-
ference and become an active
participant in the Sri Lankan
peace, process, highly placed
sources in New Delhi told Hin-
dustan Times. They denied re-
ports that the Japanese special
peacé envoy for Sri Lanka, Ya-
sushi Akashi, had requested In-
dia to join the co-chairs. All that
the Japanese envoy had asked
was that India help the co-chairs
in a way that it was comfortable
with, the sources said.

Akashi had met Indian lead-
ers in New Delhi last week. Prior
to his departure for India, he told
the media in Colombo that Japan
had requested India to join the
co-chairs and that the “indica-
tions” from New Delhi were
“positive.”

He even said that at the Tokyo
conclave of the co-chairs, to be
held later in May, appropriate
procedures would be worked out
to enable India to participate
comfortably. However, sources
in New Delhi said that India’s
policy in regard to the Sri
Lankan peace process remained
the same, namely, to “exercise in-
fluence without involvement.”

New Delhi also feels that given
president Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
policy of capping the interna-
tionalisation of the ethnic con-
flict at the existing level, there is
no scope for a greater Indian in-
volvement.

Rajapaksa had told Colombo-
based The Sunday Times on May
14, that the Sri Lankan ethnic
problem should not have been in-
ternationalised in the first place,
and that he would not interna-
tionalise the conflict any further.

Rajapaksa’s line accords with
the Indian view that the ethnic
problem in the island would

India’s policy to Lankan peace
process is to ‘exercise influence
without involvement’

India believes conflict will have
to be resolved domestically and
not internationally, through a
consensus-building process

New Delhi also feels that in the
current situation, there is no
scope for a greater Indian
involvement.

Japan'’s
peace envoy
for Lanka,
Yasushi
Akashi
(left), had
asked India
to join the
co-chairs.

AFP

have to be resolved internally,
with a homegrown solution
emerging from an internal epn-
sensus-building process.

Although India too favours a
domestic effort to find a lasting
solution, it is not at all uncom-
fortable with the current level of
internationalisation, and is fully
supportive of the efforts of the
co-chairs and the Norwegian
peace facilitators.

In fact, India has toid Sri Lan-
ka very clearly, that there is no
scope for replacing Norway as
the facilitator. Sources said that
New Delhi’s line in this regard
was: “It’s either Norway or no
foreign facilitation at all.”

Meanwhile, the pro-LTTE
Tamils have seen Japan’s bid to
rope in India as a co-chair of the
Tokyo conference, as an admis-
sion of the co-chairs’ failure to
register any progress in resolv-
ing the ethnic conflict.
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Sri Lankan

: ~
Amit Baruah q @j’)‘
NEW DELHI: Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Mangala Samaraweera
on Monday said India and the
international community
should tell the LTTE that the
way forward was through dia-
logue and not violence.

Mr. Samaraweera, who met
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Defence Minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee, told The Hindu
that he held “very useful discus-
sions” with his interlocutors.

Meeting with leaders

“I briefed the Prime Minister
about the current situation in Sri
Lanka,” he said. Asked whether
the situation would spiral to-
wards total war or a salvage job
was possible, Mr. Samaraweera
said he was “cautiously optimis-
tic.”

He said India could give lead-
ership to the international com-
munity in telling the LTTE to
see reason and return to the ne-
gotiating table, He said the U.S.
and the European Union, too,
were concerned about the
LTTE’s activities.

Mr. Samaraweera said de-

fencg’cooperation also figured in
discussions. He said the two

des were hopeful of concluding
negotiations on a Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) by Septem-

India urged to
pressgrqqquTTE

(Vv

put

ister meets Manmohan

ber. He also held talks with Com-
merce Minister Kamal Nath,
CPI (M) leader Prakash Karat,
senior Congress leader Karan
Singh, Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Anand Sharma and
the former External Affairs Min-
ister, Jaswant Singh.

According to informed sourc-
es, the Foreign Minister told Mr.
Karat that the Government was
trying hard for negotiations with
the LTTE, but the Tigers were
not being flexible. India, Mr.
Samaraweera is learnt to have
suggested, should pressure the
LTTE to halt its violent activ-
ities and return to the negotiat-
ing table.

Mr. Karat told Mr. Samara-
weera that a peaceful solution
could be found with adequate
devolution of powers in a federal
set-up within the framework of a
united Sri Lanka,

Following the meeting be-
tween Mr. Samaraweera and Mr.
Anand Sharma, the External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesman said
Mr. Sharma expressed the hope
that the parties in Sri Lanka
would resume talks at the earli-
est.

He said India had noted a Sri
Lankan request to support se-
nior diplomat Jayanta Dhanapa-
la’s candidature for the post of
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral.

THE HINDU
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New Delhi denies
remarks made by
Erik Solheim ="

He claimed India conveyed messages to the Tigers

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI; India on Monday de-
nied comments made by Norwe-
gian International Development
Minister Erik Solheim on Sat-
urday that New Delhi had passed
on messages to the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
through Oslo.

“As you know, for several
years we have been sharing our
assessment with the Norwegians
on developments in Sri Lanka
and the peace process. This does
not amount to sending any
message to the LTTE or any oth-
er party,” the External Affairs
Ministry spokesman told this
correspondent.

Earlier, at his regular ptess
briefing, the spokesman was
asked a specificquestion on how
New Delhi could be passing
messages to the Tigers when the
LTTE remained a banned orga-
nisation in India. (India renew-
ed the ban on the LTTE for a

30 MAY ypps
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two-year period on May 4).

He said a representative of the
Indian Embassy in Japan would
receive a briefing on the May 30
meeting of the four co-chairs on
Sri Lanka — Norway, the Eu-
ropean Union, Japan and the
United States — in Tokyo.

Efforts for dialogue
Referring to the recent visit of
Mr. Erik Solheim to New Delhi,
the spokesman said Norway was
continuing its efforts to resume
the dialogue process in Sri Lan-

‘.— o .a",“ﬁf\
S N LS

ka. Indian officials conveyed to
Mr. Solheim that India wanted a
peaceful, negotiated settlement
to the ethnic problem in Sri Lan-
ka, one which safeguarded the
unity and sovereignty of the
country.

Goodwill gesture

In a separate development, .
the spokesman said that 59 Pa-
kistani fishermen were released
through the Attari-Wagah bor-
der on Monday.

On Tuesday, 71 Indian fisher-
men are to be released by the
Pakistan side through the same
route. i

According to him, New Delhi
hoped that Pakistan would aiso
release another 242 fishermen
who had been confirmed as Indi-
an nationals.

Apart from these persons, In-
dia hoped that it would be quick-
ly be able to establish the
nationality of another 192 fish-
ermen in Pakistani custody.
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LTTE attack jeopaf({ises ,
ceasefire: CPI (M) o2/

'y

Party wants New Delhi to send tough message to LTTE 3}\’\
countries concerned 0 were

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) on Thursday
asked the Government of India
to send out a clear message that
the activities of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam would not
be tolerated as it would have re-
percussions within India.
Terming the attack on the Sri
Lankan Army Chief by a suicide
bomber as a “grave provocation
that jeopardises the ceasefire
and possibilities of a resumption
of the peace process,” the party

2 8 Q_”[' ynqi

Polit Bureau said the LTTE’s
claim that it was committed to
the ceasefire would have no
credibility if it pursues such vi-
cious assassination tactics.

It said the LTTE withdrew
from participation in the second
round of talks scheduled this
month in Switzerland and that
at the ground level, attacks on
Tamils in Trincomalee have tak-
en place while the Sri Lankan
Army and Navy have lost more
than 500 soldiers in the last five
months.

It said Norway and all the

backing the peace initiative
should take a firm stand against
the provocations by the LTTE.
“The Indian Government must
also send out a clear message
that such activities will not be
tolerated as it will have adverse
repercussions within India.”

The Sri Lankan Government
must deal with the situation
with restraint and patience so
that the overriding interest of
maintaining the ceasefire and
pursuing the peace process did
not get further complicated.

THE HINGU
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India Watches

from Q;s

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDE
/‘a
New Delhi, April 26: India is
in touch with Norwegian
peace negotiators to preserve
the ceasefire between the Sri
Lankan government and the
Tamil Tigers.

Delhi is still wary of a di-
rect intervention in Lankan
affairs and, for the moment,
is willing to back the Norwe-
gian efforts in bringing peace
on the island.

However, there is an ur-
gency to react as there are
strong indications of a war
breaking out. According to
an assessment by the Indian
military, the attempted assas-
sination of the Sri Lankan
army chief and the retaliato-
ry strikes by the military
have cast a thick cloud on the
ceasefire agreement between
Colombo and the LTTE. If
the attacks and the counter-
strikes continue, the truce
could be sunk without any
formal announcement from
either side.

Delhi has advised rve-
straint and is urging both

. sides to abide by the ceasefire

agreement. It has expressed
concern over the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission’s state-
ment yesterday after the at-

‘tack on Army Commander

Sarath Fonseka. “It is likely
to have negative effects on
the relationship between the
government of Sri Lanka
and the LTTE, and could jeop-
ardise any possibility of fu-

RIRTA

(\f

ncee

‘Wure talks,” it had said.

Information monitored in
Delhi also suggests that the
Lankan army has closed bor-
ders with LTTE-controlled
regions in the eastern part of
the island nation. A senior
army officer said: “No self-re-
specting military will take an
attack on its chief lying down
and the retaliatory strikes
were to be expected.”

Fonseka is one of the
many senior officers of the
Lankan army with whom the
Indian military enjoys a good
rapport. He had completed
the Battalion Support
Weapons Course, a standard
with infantry officers. He has
also done a course Counter
Insurgency and Jungle War-
fare School, Vairangte, Mizo-
ram, besides the commando
officers’ course in Belgaum,
Karnataka.

A Lankan soldier on guard
in Colombeo. (AFP)
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DAY, JANUARY 2, 2006

<~ L,TTEisan ,*
q ‘J‘H(\( . . X\ f\r\\
Stanti-India force

ri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse’s visit to

India has reaffirmed the cordial relations and nat-

ural bonds between close neighbours. The visit

came at a difficult time for Colombo. The ceasefire
between the Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam has never looked more thrgatened. The LTTE has ali
but launched a war against Sri Lankan forces in the North-
East. Thus far the Sri Lankan Government has shown com-
mendable restraint. In this war-like atmosphere, the Indian
offer of assistance for government reconstruction and devel-
opment projects in the troubled North-East is important. Of
particular significance are bilateral efforts to identify joint
ventures for the development of the eastern Sri Lankan port
city of Trincomalee, and its surrounding region, and the
agreement for a joint venture power plant in the same
district. These projects will intensify India-Sri Lanka eco-
nomic co-operation in a region the LTTE covets. New Delhi
did not take up President Rajapakse’s invitation to join
Norway, Japan, the European Union, and the United States
as co-chair of the peace process between the Sri Lankan
Government and the LTTE. But it has made clear its willing-
ness to involve itself in the development of the North-East
without a formal role in the peace process.

With this, India has forcefully made the point that it
considers the North-East to be an integral part of Sri Lanka.
At the same time, New Delhi appears to have successfully
conveyed to the visiting President the futility of trying to
preserve the unitary character of Sti Lanka in the search for
a political solution of the conflict. The joint declaration
states that President Rajapakse’s approach to the peace
process is “to achieve maximum devolution which preserves
the unity and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka.” This nu-
anced formulation, which seems to indicate some flexibility
and openness, could be one of the most positive outcomes of
the visit. Can Mr. Rajapakse convince his allies — the Ja-
natha Vimukthi Peramuna and the Buddhist monks ~ that
harping on a unitary state will be short-sighted? Among
other things, such a stance will play into the hands of the
LTTE, which wants neither a unitary nor a federal state of
Sri Lanka but is hell-bent on achieving “Tamil Eelam.’ Sur-
prisingly, the joint statement is foggy about why the cease-
fire is threatened. Instead of identifying the LTTE as the
author of the escalating violence, it points to “the need for
the strict observance of the ceasefire and immediate re-
sumption of talks aimed at strengthening the ceasefire.” Is
the non-condemnation of the LTTE deliberate — a conse-
quence of pro-Eelam parties in Tamil Nadu, two of which are
constituents of the United Progressive Alliance, applying
pressure by ratcheting up the noise against the Rajapakse
Government? New Delhi must not farget what Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa has been unwaveringly clear
about since May 21,1991: the LTTE is a virulently anti-India

force and no quarter should be yielded to it or to its chauin-
ist supporters in this country.
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