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he recently stalled negotiations between India ahd
ASEAN on the proposed free trade agreement rep-
resent more than a temporary setback. A planned
' meeting of the two sides on May 29 that was meant
to take the negotiations forward did not take place. ASEAN
refused to come to the table expressing its unhappiness at
India’s long negative list. The June deadline for concluding
negotiations looks to be slipping away. Far from being an
isolated roadblock waiting to be cleared through the cus-
tomary give and take, the deferral of the talks brings into
focus the complexities faced by India in entering into and
monitoring trade agreements, whether regional or bilateral.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has been a strong votary
of the free trade agreement with ASEAN, viewing it as a
significant step forward in a “look east policy” that could,
over time, bring India into an expanded free trade area
encompassing all the major Asian economies. The Prime
Minister’s thinking is entirely in line with current global
developments. Existing trade treaties are being strength-
ened and expanded, In Asia there is even a talk of a currency
union involving China, Japan, and South Korea. Though it is
in a preliminary stage, the fact that such an idea has been
mooted at all shows that countries might be willing to look at
an agenda that is inherently larger and more complex than
just trade pacts. The thrust on bilateral and regional trade
groupings becomes especially relevant when the preferred
option of multilateral trade liberalisation under the WTO
has made little progress after Hong Kong. Having missed an
April deadline, leading countries are meeting in Geneva next
week. But the chances of a breakthrough are slim.

The latest impasse in the ASEAN trade talks is unfortu-
nate. Compared to the modalities reached in the South Asian
Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) and the early harvest
scheme with Thailand, India’s position has been more flex-
ible here. For example, it has lowered its stipulation of
minimum value addition in the originating country to 30 per
cent. It was 40 per cent under SAFTA. The negative list has
been pruned from 1400 items to 991. But there are difficul-
ties with specific products. Palm oil is one outstanding
example, where ASEAN’s interest in promoting it is as un-
derstandable as India’s attempts to protect the indigenous
industry. The road ahead is no doubt difficult but the way
forward is to assimilate the lessons learnt from other bilat-
eral trade treaties. The Indo-Thai FTA has emphasised the
need for selecting the right items for early harvest and
equally importantly the need to redress the inverted duty
structures resulting from multiple trade agreements. Sec-
ond, there is the need to tighten the framework relating to
rules of origin, to avoid third country exporters reaping the
benefits of bilateral trade agreements with India.




‘Myanmar will .-
sell gas to Indla

Talks on to conclude agreement
with India and China §" ¢w= s

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Myanmar will sell nat-
ural gas from its offshore fields
to India through a land route by-
passing Bangladesh. This was
stated here on Saturday by the
Myanmar Ambassador to India,
U.Kyi Thein. He said his country
had enough gas to sell to both
China and India.

Addressing a meeting orga-
nised by the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII), he said
negotiations were under way to
conclude an agreement with
both countries. He said the gas
would come to India through a
land route by linking the Kala-

.dan river to Mizoram.
He was responding to a ques-
tion from an official of the ONGC
.Videsh Limited (OVL) regarding
export of gas to India. OVL and
GAIL have a 30 per cent stake in
the A-1offshore field being oper-
ated by Daewoo of South Korea.

Mr. Thein said developing a
transit trade zone between In-
dia, Myanmar and China was
one of the top priorities of his
government. Only rules and reg-
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ulations for this zone had to be
formulated. He invited Indian
investors to Myanmar even
while noting that bilateral trade
needed to be intensified to
achieve the $1 billion target. He
suggested that India could invest
in the proposed new industrial
zone in Yangon.

Bilateral trade between India
and Myanmar stood at $557.68
million in 2005-06, 24 per cent
higher than the previous year.
He said Myanmar was importing
fertilizer, cement, and machin-

ery from India and sought in- |

vestments from Indian
companies in the pharmaceuti-
cal sector. Besides, he suggested
that trade in traditional items
like teak and timber needed to
be discussed.

Stating that Indian industry
was keen to expand its trade and
investment relations  with
Myanmar, Rajshree Sugars and
Chemicals Chairperson, Raj-
shree Pathy, said efforts must be
made to develop better connec-

tivity as well as to incly ore
goods and services jdArading
arrangements. ¢
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‘Connecting India’
meet in Singapore

Raising Indian profile across Asia-Pacific

P. S. Suryanarayana W
SINGAPORE: An ambitious ‘Asia
Pacific Business Summit,’ in the
trendy name and style of ‘Con-
necting India,” will be held in
Singapore on April 12 and 13. Al-
though an exclusive event of the
Singapore Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (SICCD),
the summit has been pro-
grammed as part of a panoramic
project of ‘Celebrating India’ un-
der the auspices of its diplomatic
mission here.

Raising India’s profile

The new “high point in India’s
relationship with Singapore”
will serve as the launch-pad for
raising the Indian profile across
the Asia-Pacific region through
this week-long celebration in the
City-State, according to High

* Commissioner Alok Prasad. The

events are scheduled for April 10
to16.

Reminiscent of the yesteryear
‘Festivals of India,’ the new pro-
ject is fashioned to be different,
not just.as an update.

The planned kaleidoscope,
ranging from the business sum-
mit to art-and-culture shows,
would reflect the perspectives of
the High Commission’s event-
specific and autonomous “part-
ners” in the case of each pro-
gramme, Mr. Prasad
emphasised.

The objective, according to
him, was to turn the spotlight on
various aspects of “contempo-
rary India” and to do so in a man-
ner that would also “highlight
the depth and diversity of India-
Singapore relations.”

For the SICCI, which had
planned the business summit in-
dependently of the High Com-
mission’s outsourcing ideas, the
event’s current timing is said to
offer a unique opportunity.
President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam’s

' recent high-profile visit to Sin-

gapore has rekindled interest in

" India, especially in the context
* of the earlier visits to India by

the City-State’s elder statesman
Lee Kuan Yew and Senior Minis-
ter Goh Chok Tong.

The SICCI’s media partners
for the ‘Connecting India’ sum-
mit are The Hindu and
The Hindu Business Line. Pri-
ceWaterhouseCoopers is the
knowledge partner.

Emphasising the topicality of
‘Connecting India,’ the SICCI
Chairman, M. Rajaram, said: “A
part of our [Chamber’s] social
responsibility is to make sure
that CECA [the Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agree-
ment between India and Singa-
pore] is seen as a success.”

The business summit would
follow the March-end review of
the CECA by both governments.

Although the current pace of
CECA implementation has not
enthused the business commu-
nities in both countries, the im-
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' 1:;\7  To be part of a

panoramic project of
‘Celebrating India’ under
the aeqgis of its
diplomatic mission there

& Aimed at highlighting
varlous aspects of
"contemporary India"
:i"d depth of bilateral

es

minent governmental review is a
mandatory exercise and not a
crisis-management effort.

Two-way street

As for India’s interest in as-
sessing how far Singapore might
open up its services sector and in
attracting investments from the
City-State for infrastructure
projects, he sought to under-
score the CECA as a two-way
street.

Referring to a project-land
case in Tamil Nadu that was now
before a court in India, he said
the pre-litigation phase had
“shaken the confidence” of the
Singapore investors.

Professional visit planned

In these circumstances, the
SICCI was now planning to orga-
nise a professional visit to India
in May by a delegation of Singa-
pore-Indian  businesspersons
and also, significantly, the City-
State’s ethnic Chinese captains
of industry and commerce.

This would be the first such
visit in the post-CECA context.
The two-day summit will have
three plenary sessivns and 10
sector-specific sessions. Union
Commerce Minister Kamal Nath
is expected to deliver the “Global
Business Leader Lecture.” Sat
Pal Khattar, Chairman of Singa-
pore-based Network
India, is scheduled to preside
over the plenary on the Indian
economy.

K. Kesavapany, Director of
Singapore-based Institute of
South East Asian Studies, will
preside over the plenary session
on “India & China: The Singa-
pore Connection.”

The Hindu Editor-in-Chief
N. Ram will deliver the keynote
address on this theme.

The plenary on the CECA is
likely to be presided over by
Gopinath Pillai, Chairman of the
Singapore-based Institute
of South Asian Studies. Others
expected to speak include Laksh-
mi Mittal, Chairman of the UK.-
based Ispat International, and
Pratap Reddy, Chairman of
Apollo Hospitals.

Abhijit Ghosh, Head of India
Desk at PriceWaterhouseCoop-
ers in Singapore, said the firm, as
knowledge partner for the sum-
mit, would provide experts and
“thought leadership
publications.”
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~Myanmar plays Chmese
checkers over gas supphes

By Sanjay Dutta/TNN \\ .

New Delhi: Myanmar is taking India
for aride on supplying gas
from fields in which two
Indian state-owned com-
panies hold 30% equity.
While Yangon keeps giv-
ing assurances on New
Delhi’s share, it is going
ahead with plans to lay an
export pipeline to China
in return for soft
loans to jack up its drilling
capabilities.

These developments
come in the wake of presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam’s recent Myan-
mar visit and India heading off Ameri-
can suggestions to cut off ties with it.

Reports available with the government
say that the survey to lay a 2,380 km
pipeline to China’s Yunan province has
been completed. The pipeline will start at
Myanmar’s Kyaukphyu in the Bay of
Bengal and terminate at Rili in China.
Approximately 990 km of the pipeline
will be in Myanmar and the rest in China.

The survey was conducted by
PetroChina with which Myanmar had in
January signed a gas export MoU, with-
out informing New Delhi, even as a sen-
ior oil ministry official was waiting in

Yangon for talks on the subject. Subse-
quently, Myanmar told India that the
MoU did not imply any firm commit-
ment and it will keep in
mind Indian interests.
China, it seems, does
not share this view and is
going ahead with the plan
to lay the pipeline. Its -
MoU with Myanmar en-
visages supplying 6.5 tcf
(trillion cubic feet) of gas
for 30 years from Block A
field in which ONGC
Videsh owns 20% and
GAIL India 10%. To .ce-
“apt ment the deal, .China
agreed to Myanmar prime minister’s re-
quest for a $84 million soft loan during his
February 14-18 visit to Beijing. Myanmar
intends to use the money to buy two oil
rigs to ramp up its pumping capacity.
Myanmar is getting impatient with In-
dia over the delay in settling the trans-
portation issue. Since the proposed
pipeline through Bangladesh—the cheap-
est mode—is practically a dead issue, In-
dia is studying the options of a pipeline
through the Northeast and shipping the
gas as LNG/CNG, undersea pipeline or a
swap deal. Clearly, India’s chances of get-
ting the gas is receding in direct propor-
tion to the delay in resolving the issue.

¥
-

£ TIMES CF 1l

2 8 map 2006




P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: Chief of Army Staff
General J.J. Singh has hailed the
present situation along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) on the
India-China boundary as an at-
mosphere of “total peace and
tranquillity.”

Gen. Singh, who on Saturday
completed a week-long goodwill
visit to Indonesia and Singapore,
told The Hindu that “troops de-
ployed on the [India-China] bor-
der, on both sides, are absolutely
co-existing without any
tension.”

The India-Pakistan ceasefire,
he said, “is holding out very well
since almost two-and-a-half
years.”

Commenting on a new mil-
itary-related development, the
Army Chief expressed confi-
dence that India’s “nuclear secu-
rity safeguards have been
ensured” under the latest atomic
energy accord with the United
States. He did not wish to be
drawn into a discussion on the
proposed “triad” of India’s nu-
clear deterrence.

Gen. Singh said, “We are look-

ing at enhancing our level of mil- -

itary-to-military  cooperation
and getting some high-technol-
ogy weapon systems and equip-
ment” from the United States.
He described India’s parallel de-
fence-related ties with Russia as
“durable.”

In a wide-ranging interview,
Gen. Singh said India’s “mili-
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amord with U.S

¢ Joint exercise, training
. with UN. peace-keeping
backdrop or counter-
terrorism scenario
suggested .

’ -nmnm india’s defence
ties with Russia as
mnue '

tary-to-military relationships”
with Asia-Pacific countries “as-
sume importance” for a “secure
and stable environment in this
region.” New Delhi was, there-
fore, “looking at playing a role.”

During his talks with Indone-
sian Defence Minister Juwono
Sudarsono, in Jakarta, Gen.
Singh suggested “a joint exercise
[and] joint training, with a Unit-
ed Nations peace-keeping back-
drop or a counter-terrorism
scenario.” It was left to Indone-
sia to respond to this initiative,
he said.

Strategic partnership

Asked about Mr. Sudarsono’s
comment that India and Indone-
sia were exploring the possibil-
ity of a strategic partnership in
the military domain, Gen. Singh
said the bilateral dialogue was
“not really” focussed on “revolu-
tionary military affairs” despite
the emergence of some “strate-

THE +.

gic dimensions.”

Amplifying the “very good un-
derstanding” that India and Sin-
gapore shared through their
existing defence cooperation
agreement, the Army Chief said
the City-State was now “quite
positive” about the possibility of
a new avenue of engagement.
This related to India’s “world-
class” Counter-Insurgency and
Jungle Warfare School.

Inter-operability

About Singapore’s perception
of “inter-operability” -in the
wide-spectrum engagement
with India, Gen. Singh said the
objective was to gain “the ability
to operate with each other”
through coordination.

Two-way cooperation regard-
ing defence technologies was
possible between India, on one
side, and Singapore and Austra-
lia, independently on the other
side. Indonesia evinced interest
in acquiring such know-how
from India.

Fielding questions on India’s
defence posture with regard to
China, the Army Chief said, “The
troops on both sides have confi-
dence-building measures
(CBMs) which have resulted ina
state, where they have sports
competitions amongst each oth-
er” More significantly, they
“celebrate each other’s national
days together on the India-Chi-
naborder.”

About the sporadic reports of
alleged intrusions by both ar-
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Peace along India-China t border J.J. Smgh

Chief of Army Staff makes week-lonq visit to |ndonesia, Singapore

pY

mies along the LAC, he saw this
development as “an exercise” by
them to “patrol up to ... a partic-
ular point [or] area” with a pur-
pose. Asked whether, in his view,
the armies of India and China
were seeking to show the flag
and establish claims, Gen. Singh
said: “Yes. You can say that ei-
ther side is trying to reinforce
the fact that their perceptional
border is up to a particular point.
But that has not led to any con-
frontation or a skirmish where
there have been any firings ex-
changed. It has generally been a
very peaceful border in the last
few years now.”

As for Pakistan, Gen. Singh
said the series of CBMs “has cer-
tainly helped in restoring the |
confidence of the people living
close to the border areas in
Kashmir on both sides.” With
these measures “stabilising” the
situation along the Line of Con-
trol in Jammu and Kashmir, “in-
filtration [from across Pakistan]
has reduced, as per our esti-
mate” in the LoC area.

In addition, with the Indian
Army adopting a policy of “iron
fist for the terrorists and velvet
glove for the people” in Jammu
and Kashmir, New Delhi had
gained “a fair degree of moral
ascendancy” in the State now.
The “attrition ratio,” a quotient
of the terrorists killed and army
personnel lost, now stood at
around 8:1, a dramatic improve-

ment over the previopefigure of
5:1, he noted.
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Myanmar to in}()rm A
India on Suu Kyi ¥+

Myanmar, Mauritius visit important: Kalam

A d

Sandeep Dikshit Q& \“,!
ABOARD PRESIDENT'S AIRCRAFT: In-
dia has expressed interest in the
welfare of the Noble Peace prize
winner, Aung Sang Suu Kyi, un-
der house arrest without trial by
Myanmar’s ruling military junta
since May 2003. The Myanmar
leader, Senior General Than
Shwe, assured President A.P.J.

: Abdul Kalam that he would hold
discussions with senior army of-
ficers and others in the apex
State Peace and Development
Council and get back to India.

“I said India had friendship
with her father [considered the
father of the nation by the peo-
ple of Myanmar]. Naturally the
people were interested in her
well-being. Senior General Than
Shwe informed that he would
discuss India’s interest for Suu
Kyi with his colleagues and get
back to us,” the President told
newspersons while returning to

. the country after visits to Myan-
mar and Mauritius,

Impromptu discussion

The impromptu discussion on

Ms. Suu Kyi’s arrest took place

, as the President was being seen

| off at the Yangon airport by Se-
nior General Than Shwe.

The pro-democracy leader
has been kept at an unknown
place and not allowed to meet
anyone bar her doctor. She has
been in jail since 1990 when her
party won 80 per cent of the
seats but the Army annulled the
elections. Ms. Suu Kyi is ac-
knowledged as the leader of

modern time’s one of the great-
t non-violent political strug-

» Indla will be happy to
push Parilamentary
system in Myanmar as
far as possible: Kalam

* & bl Bpae
Than Shwe yor

gles for the restoration of
democracy.

Mr. Kalam said he suggested
to the SPDC leader that Indig
would help him in implementing
his proposed seven-point plan to
usher in democracy in Myanmar.
“I told him India would be happy
to push the Parliamentary sys-
tem [in Myanmar] as far as pos-
sible,” he added.

Ms. Syu Kyi, along with her
lieutenants, was placed under
house arrest in 2003, strangely
after her convoy was attacked .
while on a political tour in north
Myanmar. In November last, her
arrest was extended by another
six months. This period will
come to an end next month. ‘

The President summed up his
two-nation visit to Myanmar and
Mauritius as “very important” as
one is the gateway to South-East
Asia and the other to Africa. He
also noted that both countries
signed agreements on promoting
hydrocarbon exploration witl
India. “Mauritius has a very larg
exclusive economic zone, almos
one-third of India, and we haw
agreed to study for hydrocarbon:
in the sea by our institution, It
Myanmar, we agreed on the

evacuation of gas and sever
other projects,” he said.
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resident A.P.J. Abdul Xalam’s visit to Myanmar, the
. first by a head of state from India, marks a major
milestone in bilateral relations. With Myanmar, or
Burma as it was known earlier, under military rule
>m 1988, New Delhi has avoided visits or contacts at the
ghest level. While most of the top Generals from Yangon
ve visited India, especially during the past three or four
ars, Indian delegations have been at the ministerial level.
it was that the military junta attached considerable im-
rtance to Mr. Kalam’s visit. Moreover, as one having along
y to go on the development front, Myanmar has been
anly looking to ways of enlarging and strengthening ties
th countries in the region. Such high-level visits eminent-
served that purpose. India has been wary of raising expec-
ions in Yangon because of its traditional commitment to
mocracy. After having conferred the Jawaharlal Nehru
rard for international understanding on Nobel laureate
ng San Suu Kyi in 1994-95, India cannot abandon its
»ral support for the ‘Restoration of democracy movement’
Myanmar, led by Ms. Suu Kyi and her National League for
mocracy. Fears about a growing Chinese involvement and
luence in Myanmar have perhaps prompted New Delhi to
t aside the concerns over democracy and human rights
1move towards a “constructive engagement,” as the Asso-
tion of South East Asian Nations would like to call it.
"learly, the bilateral understanding on the Indo-Myan-
ir gas pipeline project, which will now be re-routed
‘ough Mizoram, skirting Bangladesh, stands out as aland-
ik, If it has taken years for the pipeline project to get this
, it is because Myanmar was initially not particularly
jous about the idea. Subsequently, the project got stalled
account of the contentious issues Bangladesh raised over
ing the pipeline through its territory. Against this back-
)p, the latest move to go for arealignment of the project in
vay that would keep Bangladesh out of the picture does
ke a lot of sense, even if the changed design would mean
ting a circuitous route. A great deal more of ground work
d precise estimation of the supplies would need to be done
fore it can get off the ground. The goal of raising bilateral
1de from the current level of just $400 million to $1billion
ay appear ambitious at this point of time, but the energy
:ctor holds the key. Much of Myanmar’s trade may also be
suted through Thailand or Singapore. It is significant that
ne President utilised the opportunity to raise the democra-
y issue with Senior General Than Shwe and the State Peace
ind Development Council. Of course, the response was
:xpected lines — that the process of constitutional reffrm
wvas on. Despite several such assurances, there has beén no
-angible progress on the road to democracy.
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India t(f yanmar
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YANGON, March 9. — it was a pligrimage of a post Seed of
state to pay homage to a lyricist who was a voyul el of
state of an erstwhile era when President ANPJ Abdul Xalam
visited the Mazar of the last Mughal emperor Bahadur Sheh
Zatfar in the central part of the capital clty and difersd Sowl
tributes. Dr Kalam aiso fit.candies and vecied Felllm st the
sacred monument to Zafar who wes esdied $o then Burma by
the British. He'was a leading light of inti’s Tirst wer of

March 9. — India today

made it ciear to the
- Myanmar’s military regime
that it had “strong interest”
in seeing a multi-party
democracy in Myanmar that
serves as New Dethi’s virtu-
al doorstep to south-east
Asia, an economically flour-
ishing region.

President Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, during his talks
with General Than Shwe,
Myanmar’s military ruler,
and other senior members
of the junta conveyed this
on the second day of his
three-day visit to the coun-
try. Foreign secretary Mr
Shyam Saran said Dr
Kalam told that India was
willing to provide all assis-
tance to Myanmar for a
successful transition to
democracy. In response,
General Shwe explained
their seven-point “road-
map” to democracy.

Mr Saran said India’s
civilian nuclear deal with the
USA would help meet New
DelAi’s ever-growing energy
need's. An India able to
meet its energy demands
augur well for Myanmar
and o'ther neighbours, he

10 mpp °0¢

independence in 1857. The writer of amalive ghaasis

unsung four years after his exile that bagen in 1838, Sons

brutally killed by the British and

uouly dapraved

Temaining
and lonely, Zafar was moved to weite "No ‘one @i ever tare
to see me nor offered so much &5 a e flower”
the couplet, an emotional Dr Kahmtndﬂmm
he would go and ofter him flowers and dodey he lapt his

word. — SNS

said. Myanmar, he said,
could find a much larger
market for its goods in
India. “It will be a win- win
situation for both the coun-
tries,” he added.

During the day, the two
countries signed MoUs for
mutual cooperation in the
oil sector, Buddhist studies
and an agreement on
remote sensing under which
New Delhi would help
Yangon in data reception by
establishing a satellite
ground receiving station.
India will provide a grant of
$1.3 million for this pur-
pose. It will also extend a
line of credit amounting to

$10 million to power
Myanmar’s contribution to
the Laladan multi-model

It is in addition to India’s
proposed financial contribu-
tion ofm$95 million to

mcluding 20 slots for
Myanmar students in PhD
programmes in India.
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Foreign Secretary
clarifies on Kalam's
visit to Myanmar -

0 w

[y

Visit not to gain influence in the region q\,f !

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH:: Foreign Secretary
Shyam Sharan told a press con-
ference on Tuesday that Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s visit
to Myanmar was not prompted
by rivalry between India and
China to gain influence over the
region. “It will not be accurate to
describe the visit by an Indian
head of state to Myanmar after a
long time in these terms. There
are very good reasons why India
must remain engaged with
Myanmar,” he said while speak-
ing to newspersons on Mr. Ka-
lam’s six-day visit to Myanmar
and Mauritius which begins on
Wednesday.

India’s engagement with
Myanmar came up during the
talks between Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and U.S. Pres-
ident George Bush with India ex-
plaining the importance of a
close relationship between the
two neighbours. Mr. Saran said
while remaining engaged with
M};anmar, India in meetings

o Suu Kyl's release will be
- heipful in restoration of
: demcrac‘v
. mam important to

india as it shares border
with four States

with its top leadership had made
known its views on the current
situation in that country.

On the prolonged detention of
Aung San Suu Kyi, Mr. Saran
conceded she was respected in
India and had a certain interna-
tional standing. “Her welfare
and release would be very help-
ful in the process of [restoring]
democracy,” he said.

Myanmar was important to
India as it shared a long land
border with four “sensitive”
States in the North East, both
countries were involved in ener-
gy exploration on Myanmar’s
coastline opposite India’s east-
ern sea board and Myanmar
could be India’s bridgehead to

the South-East Asian nations.
Mr. Kalam’s visit will touch on
most of the ongoing projects in
this regard.

Natural gas

India was discussing an agree-
ment for evacuation of natural
gas that will be produced in the
exploration blocks.

“It could be a pipeline directly
to the North East or the gas
could be converted into liquid
natural gas for transportation by
sea. Some agreement on this
could be struck,” said Mr. Saran.

The economy and viability of
projects in the North East would
improve with the development
of a multi-modal project for re-
viving shipping links from the
ancient port of Sitwe to Kolkata
and Chennai on one side and use
of river and highway to enter in-
to Mizoram on the other,

The President would also dis-
cuss the setting up of a ground
station in Myanmar to receive
data from Indian satellites for
use in crop forecasting,
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Taking ‘Look East /
4\/@“ ~ / further \\?" -

W %“(VW/

~ resident A.P.J. Abdul Kalam has completed a pro-
ductive three-country tour in nine days, sharp-
ening India’s focus on a dynamic region in
pursuance of the ‘Look East’ policy initiated by
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao. The choice of Singa-
pore, the Philippines, and South Korea was significant in
several ways. The city state is a tried and tested friend in the
east. The Philippines remains an acquaintance with whom
ties need to be strengthened. South Korea has emerged as
one of India’s major economic partners. Science, technol-
ogy, trade, investments, education, and development were
on President Kalam’s agenda for the visit. The frequency of
high level visits between India and Singapore in recent years
speaks to the strong partnership the two countries have
forged. Education is a new and promising area in which
substantive exchanges are taking place, and proposals to let
the Indian Institute of Management and the Indian In-
stitute of Science set up shop in Singapore are under consid-
eration. However, this was the first time a President of India
visited Seoul. As for the Philippines, the last presidential
visit, by R. Venkataraman, happened 15 years ago. It is
surprising that this major South-East Asian country has not
been on New Delhi’s radar screen all these years, even
though India has, from 1997, worked pro-actively with the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

In both the Philippines and South Korea, Mr. Kalam was
accorded the privilege of addressing the national Assem-
blies. In Manila, it is still the initial phase of building aware-
ness of India and its advanced capabilities and potential. But
in Seoul, it is quite a different story. South Korea has
emerged as aleading investor in India and bilateral trade has
grown to $7 billion. In a businesslike exercise, a Joint Study
Group has made impressive progress on a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement the two countries are to
sign in 2007. This has the potential to take the thriving
bilateral relationship to an altogether new level. Given the
scope for cooperation in key sectors such as IT, defence,
space, and conventional manufacturing industries, the op-
portunities for joint ventures, investments, and trade can
hardly be overestimated. In his personal discussions with
the Presidents and leaders of these countries, Mr. Kalam has
focussed on key areas. The message he seems to have
brought back from his eastern tour is that the countries of
that region want India and China to play a lead role in the
evolution of a ‘New Asia.” There has long been this concern
in East and South East Asia that the two Asian economic
giants must look at synergy and cooperation, rather than
give any scope for dissonance. Security remains a major
issue, Southeast Asia continues to look to opportunities
India and China present for enabling the region’s economies
to fully recover from the East Asian meltdown. /
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Fleet expansion in mind,

looks to India for naval expertiSe-

SHIVAROOR a\%, x

PORTBLAIR, JANUARY 12

MYANMAR is steeped in
its largest ever defence pro-
ject, developing indigenous
stealth frigates to give the

country’s small navy an ex-’

peditionary warfare fleet.
While it is only to be ex-
pected that China will be a
principle contractor for the
technology, the Than Shwe
government has expressed
its keenness to deepen the
Indian involvement for its
shipbuilding know-how and
maritime expertise.

Arms supply for the Myan-
marese project will be one of
the subjects of discussion

thexgyy Chief Admiral

Arun P?\kash visits Yangon

~next week. Apart from sell-
~ ing Yangon the Navy’s re-

maindered BN-2 Islander
aircraft, Admiral Prakash
will also discuss the supply of
deck-based air defence guns
and other weapons for the
new Myanmarese frigates
when he meets the country’s
second-in-command Gen-
eral Maung Aye.

In fact, two frontline ships
from Vishakapatnam—the
destroyer INS Ranjit and the
missile corvette INS Kuthar—
went to Myanmar late last
December on a goodwill visit,
during which a display of the
ships’ cutting-edge arma-
ments is understood to have
been undertaken as well.

< A Myanmar Navy officer

here said that a small team

from Yangon would visit New
Delhi, Kolkata, Pune and
Bangalore in a few months,
to get updates on ship tech-

. nology for its ship-building

projects. The country is also
developing smaller indige-
nous vessels, including light
attack boats and coastal sur-

- veillance and rescue craft.

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s
UMS Anawrahta is currently
docked in Port Blair—a
home-built corvette with 15
officers and 86 sailors, here.
for exercises with eight other
regional navies. Just 77 me-
tres long, with a displacement
of only 1,088 tons, this Class-
771 corvette is the largest ves-

'selin the Myanmar Navy,

cer’s said. The ship’ sailed
from Yangon to Coco Island,
the country’s forward base
north of the Andaman Is-
lands, and then sailed down
to Port Blair, in 24 hours.
Commander Ko Ko Kway,
the captain of the Anawrahta,
told The Indian Express: “We
are building larger ships of
the frigate type. The project is
still under development, but
the ships will be built com-
pletely by ourselves at the

A M:)‘r_hanmar shipyards.”

e frigate project will give
Myanmar much larger vessels
of at least a 3,000-ton dis-
placement, similar in dimen-
sions to the Indian Leander-
class frigates.
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