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Visa issue
o, BN

Not an issue of delay B

but one of denial \

Special Correspondent Y\O
Poet-scriptwriter

NEW DELM):
Javed Akhtar on Saturday said
he was issued a visa for Pakistan
on June 20 but it was cancelled
two days later. This was not an
issue of delay by the Pakistan
High Commission but one of vi-
sa denial, he pointed out.

Mr. Akhtar told this corre-

2% \?
Indian media took up the Vis

cancellation in a big way.

He said a group visa was is-
sued to him and 20 others, in-
cluding Saif Ali Khan, Shabana
Azmi, Sridevi and Urmila Ma-
tondkar, to travel to Karachi for
a Bollywood fund-raiser for the
October 2005 earthquake vic-
tims.

On June 22, another visa was
issued but his name was missing.
All others were given permission
to travel to Karachi. The writer
said he raised the issue with top

Javed Akhtar

spondent by telephone from
Mumbai the High Commission
was now backtracking after the

, cancelled: Javed Akhtar

High Commission officials and
they asked for “a day” to sort out
the problem.

After waiting for visa, Akbar
Asif, son of film director K.A.
Asif and an organiser of the
show, announced in Karachi on
Friday that the June 25 event
was being postponed as Mr, Ak-
htar had been denied a visa.

Mr. Akhtar said he was not
going to make money in Karachi

but going there for a good cause. |,
“And, is this what I get in re- |

sponse?”

P ———————




MUSHARRAF ALL PRAISE FOR MANMOHAN

Demilitarisation

is Pa

ISLAMABAD, June 24. —
Having over the past two
years come up with a
plethora of proposals on
Kashmir, the Pakistan
President, General Pervez
Musharraf, now visualises
“demilitarisation” as the
“final resolution.”

He said in a CNBC tele-~
vision programme last
night: “I have proposed
demilitarisation as (the) ...
final resolution. Demi-
litarise Kashmir, give self-
governance to (the) peo-
ple of Kashmir with a
joint management arr-
angement on top. This is
an idea 1 am proposing.
We could debate and
modify the idea but we
have to come up with an
idea (for) a final settle-
ment of the dispute fo the
acceptance of India,
Pakistan and (the) people
of Kashmir. 1t is for (the)
people of Kashmir now to
generate ideas and to put
pressure on the Indian
government for a resolu-
tion.”

He lauded the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh’s recent interac-
tions with Kashmiri
groups. “I am very glad to
say that (he) has been
interacting  with  all
groups of Kashmiris.
Obviously, he (has been)
talking of a resolution,”
he said, adding that he
would discuss Kashmir
and other issues with Dr
Singh during the Indian
Prime Minister’s visit to
Pakistan.

Gen Musharraf stressed

QLW\\/ - ‘?“‘4‘/\

panace

a bilateral track to solve
the Kashmir problem.
“We are going on a bilat-
eral track and Pakistan is
going along with India.
We do realise that we
have to resolve this dis-
pute bilaterally. I am not
at all multilateralising it.”

In an unrelated devel-
opment, India and
Pakistan have agreed to
release by 30 June all the
fishermen languishing in
each other’s prisons.
Pakistan would free 432
Indian fishermen lodged
in prisons in Karachi,
while New Delhi has
agreed to let out 30 of
their Pakistani brethren,
foreign office spokesper-

son Tasnim- Aslam toid

reporters today.

“They (India-Pakistan)
have agreed to release by
30 June all the fishermen
they have been holding,”
she said, adding that there
were 30 Pakistani fisher-
men jailed in India.
“India, on the other hand,
has 432 fishermen in
Pakistan. It does indicate

Dual role

ISLAMABAD, June 24. —
Asserting that his continu-
ation as President and
Army chief is “very much
needed” to tackle domes-
tic, regional and gicbal
pressures Pakistan faces,
General Pervez Musharraf
has said he will decide on
discarding his soldier’s
uniform at the end of his
presidential term next
year. He said he was
“extremely comfortable”
with his double role. “I
am my own mode! and
do not believe in copying
anyone. | copy myself,
follow my gut reactions
and perceptions.” He said
the Pakistani govern-
ment’s everyday affairs
were looked after by the
Prime Minister, Mr
Shaukat Aziz. “I just have
a role to ensure the sys-
tem functions well, (and)
in that (context), my pres-
ence is very much
required,” he said.

PTI

something,” she said.

The decision follows
bilateral home secretary-
level talks. Before the
negotiations, Pakistan

o released 71 Indian fish-
ermen and india freed-59

Pakistani fishermen.

She said Pakistan
would continue to arrest
Indian fishermen “poac-
hing in Pakistani waters.”
The two countries have
also agreed to provide
consular access “by 31
July” to hundreds of
civilian prisoners in each
other’s prisons.



w Pab demes visa
< for Javed Akhtar

Mughal-e-Azam premiere postponed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAL JUNE 23

PAKISTAN's denial of visa
to lyricist and writer Javed
Akhtar tovisit Karachi for the
premiere of K Asif’s magnum
opus Mughal-e-Azam, has led
to its postponement.

“I learnt yesterday that out
of the 25-member delegation
that was to visit Karachi tomor-
row for the premiere, Iwas the
only one to have been denied
visa. I am quite surprised,”
Akhtar said here today.

“T don’t understand what
kind of a threat I pose to that
country. In fact, we were go-
ing for a very noble cause. A
day after the premiere, we
were scheduled to partici-
pate in a telecon to raise
funds for earthquake vic-
tims,” Akhtar added.

Bollywood actors such as
Saif Ali Khan, Urmila Ma-

tondkar, Shabana Azmi
(Akhtar’s wife), Zeenat
Aman and Sridevi were sup-
posed to attend the event,
Akhtar said, adding that the
organisers had decided to
postpone the premiere.
“After learning that I have
been denied visa, organiser
Akbar Asif, who is K Asif’s
son, called a press conference
in Karachi and announced
that he was postponing the
event till I am granted visa. I
suppose it is now as good as
cancelled,” Akhtar said.
Asked if he was hurt at not
getting visa, he said, “I am, in
fact, quite amused. I feel they
have given me too much im-
portance. The only thing that
comes to mind is that I have
been too frank for their com-
fort on sensitive issues andin a
society where there is no tra-
dition of having Opposition,
this is bound to happen.” 4'
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Nuclear Cloud Over S

US deal may hit Indo-Pak
diplomatic engagement

\y{ Maleeha Lodhi (\ \/\

The political environment in South Asia
is marked by an ambience of hope and antic-
ipation. We are withessing the most intensive
diplomatic engagement between Pakistan and
India since the military stand-off of 2001-02.
From the depths of confrontation and crises,
Pakistan and India have been able to take a
series of confidence-building measures
(CBMs) to establish a modicum of sta-
bility to their relations.

This new environment is marked by five
features. First, there is a strong popular
sentiment for peace in both countries and
new stakeholders for peace have emerged.
Second, there is a manifest sense in both
countries that there is no military solution
to the Jammu and Kashmir dispute or oth-
er problems.Third, there is recognition at
both popular and official levels that nei-
ther country can achieve its full economic
potential, or achieve prosperity for its peo-
ple, while engaged in confrontation. Fourth,
the two countries realise that they need to
carefully manage their relations in a nu-
clearised environment. Fifth, globalisation
is unleashing new dynamics and creating

imperatives for
cooperation, reshaping Pakistani and Indian
political perceptions.

Five positives have emerged so far from the
diplomatic engagement of the last two years.
First, the ceasefire on the LoC has continued to
hold. Second, there has been unprecedented
people-to-people contact. Third, two rounds of
the composite dialogue have been completed
uninterrupted; the third round started in Jan-
uary 2006. Four, a number of CBMs have been
agreed to and implemented. The fifth positive
is the willingness to discuss economic cooper-
ation signalled by confinuing talks on the multi-
national Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline proj-
ect. Can this be consolidated and further en-
larged?

While there has been considerable move-
ment on CBMs, there is as yet little to report

THE Jines UF INDIA

on conflict or dispute resolution. As President
Pervez Musharraf has stressed, the CBMs can
lose their effectiveness in the absence of con-
flict resolution.

The future of the dialogue and stability in
South Asia depends on whether the two coun-
tries can address and overcome their diver-
gences, especially on Kashmir and the nuclear-
military balance, and build on the areas of con-
vergence — trade, regional economic coopera-
tion and North-South issues.

On Kashmir, the composite dialogue has en-*

tered its most delicate, perhaps defining, phase
because unless the talks can begin to address
the Kashmir dispute, relations will remain sus-

ceptible to future relapse into tensions. Presi-
dent Musharraf has offered, for public debate,
ideas on possible approaches to a Kashmir set-
tlomont inoluding an interim solution. He has
mentioned the demilitarisation of the region;
establishment of some form of self-rule by the
Kashmiris on either side, and of joint supervi-
sion or oversight over common elements of
Kashmir affairs by Pakistan and India. These
ideas need to be seriously explored.

The strategic relationship between
Pakistan and India remains undefined and un-
stable. Pakistan has proposed a strategic re-
straint regime to define and stabilise this strate-
gic relationship, both in the nuclear and con-
ventional fields, based on the concept of mini-
muin deterrence.

The Indo-US nuclear deal has raised serious
questions for regional stability Under the agree-

i
ment, a large number of facilities and reactors
including breeder reactors will be maintained
outside safeguards, which will encourage In-
dia to continue and even accelerate its weapons
programme without any constraint or inhibi-
tion. This threatens to erode minimum nuclear
deterrence and strategic stability as proposed
by Pakistan. It could also trigger a new arms
race in our region.

A package approach for India and Pakistan,
rather than the discriminatory one being pur-
sued, would help to avert a nuclear arms race
in the region, promote restraint and preserve
strategic stability while also ensuring that the
legitimate needs of both countries for civilian
nuclear power generation are met.

A stable nuclear strategic relationship
is essential for normal relations between
India and Pakistan. A balance in conven-
tional weapons is also an essential com-
ponent of sustainable stability. The Indi-
an military build-up that continues apace
raises serious guestions about India’s ul-
timate strategic objectives and ambitions
within and beyond South Asia.

Pakistan has tablegt a number of pro-
posals to achieve an understanding on the
maintenance of a ratio of forces to pro-
vide each country the confidence that the
§ other would not be able to launch a

surprise attack on the other. These need
to be explored.

Ultimately, an agreement for con-
ventional military restraint could be accom-
panied by, or lead to, an agreement on the non-
use of force or a non-aggression pact between
Pakistan and India.

Looking ahead, the sustainability of the di-
alogue will be a key challenge in a dynamic but
uncertain global milieu. Six elements will be
critical to sustain this process: One, preserva-
tion of agreements and CBMs instituted so far.
Two, promoting resolution of disputes so that
the peace process moves into a conflict resolu-
tion mode. Three, a problem-solving approach
agphed by both sides. Four, principle of reci-
procity guiding the process. Five, political con-
tact at a sufficiently high level to manage issues
and keep the process moving. Six, evolving a
convergent vision for a future of peace and
cooperation for the entire region.

The writer is Pakistan’s high commissioner to UK.
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59 terror camps running

in Pakistan: Pra

Statesman News Service

JAMMU, May 9: The Union
defence minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, today
ruled out troop withdrawal
from Jammu and Kashmir.
“With incidents like
Doda and Basantgarh hap-

pening, we cannot pull out

more troops,” he said after
visiting Doda and
Basantgarh where 35
Hindus were massacred
recently.  Addressing a
Press conference here, Mr
Mukherjee said troops had
been pulled out (30,000
troops were withdrawn
between November 2004
and January 2005) not
because of someone’s

demand, - but because of

Mr Pranab Mukherjee

ground realities.

Regarding demilitarisa-
tion of Siachen glacier, he
said it too depended on the

outcome of the composite

dialogue with Pakistan.
“We are committed to
carrying forward the dia-
logue,” he asserted adding
that the government was

e
N

~ ‘

determined to carry the
peace process forward and
the militants by their
senseless killings could not
derail that. Saying that
Pakistan should realise that
terrorism is a common
enemy for all of ug, Mr
Mukherjee said there were
still 59 terrorist camps in
Pakistan. He said incidence
of massacre would not be
allowed to become a road-
block in the Kashmir peace
process. He also informed
that the peace talks with
the "All Parties Hurriyat~
Conference and other sep-
aratists, as well as the sec-
ond round table confer-
ence on Kashmir in
Srinagar would go as
scheduled.

'
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India, Pak to reduce

nike accident Tbks

ISLAMABAD, April 22. —
India ‘and Pakistan will
discuss the initiation of
more confidence-building

measures in the nuclear

and counventional fields
and attempt to finalise a
draft agreement on reduc-
ing the risk of nuclear
accidents during official-
level talks here next week.
The fourth round of offi-
cial and expert-level talks
oon nuclear and conven-
tional CBMs will be held
here on 25 April between
an Indian delegation
headed by the additional
secretary of the exteinal

affairs . ministry, Mr KC-

Singh and his Pakistani
counterpart, “Mr Tar‘lq
/Usman Haider.

:D The talks on Tuesday

will cover a general
frameéwork on strategic
stability, crisis manage-
ment-and the building of
confidence.

Ahead of the talks, India
has submitted a draft
agreement on “Reducing
Risk of Nuclear
Accidents” and  the
Pakistani side is expected
to give its opinion on it
during thé discussions.

Officials of both sides
expressed cautious opti-
mism about the finalisa-
tion of an agreement. The
two sides are also expect-
ed to discuss Pakistan’s
proposal of an agresment
on the prevention f inci-~
dents at sea to ensure the
safety of naval vessels and
aircrat.

TME STATESMAN



“Closer” to
“final pomt”
on Siachen

Narayanan
AT TR TR CalaN

NEW DELHI: India and Pakistan are
“closer” to a “final point” on the
Siachen problem. Talks are on to
finalise the modalities for the
authentication of the present
troop positions, which can pave |
the way for the demilitarisation
of the world’s highest battlefield,
National Security Adviser M.K.
Narayanan has said. |

Just a month ahead of the offi-
cial-level talks on Siachen, New
Delhi asserted that it was keen
on having “iron-clad guaran-
tees” from Pakistan to avoid a
scenario in which India would
have to “reclaim” the positions it
now occupied.

“[Agreements on] Siachen
and Sir Creek have been on the
anvil for a long time. As far as
Siachen is concerned, the issue
has been how do you authen-
ticate the line where they
[troops] are,” Mr. Narayanan
said. |

Asked about the minimum
conditions that India would ex-
pect Pakistan to meet, he said: “1
don’t think we are laying any
conditions. |

The only point is that we are .

occupying positions on the Sal-
toro Bridge. If we move back and
if for some reason it becomes |
necessaty to.ga;bagk, it becomes ,
so much more difficult.” — PTI

Thi rinNGL



4 ‘0 ‘Indla to go ahead W|th\7
Iran-Pak pipeline pro;ect’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL18

MINISTER of State for
External Affairs E Ahamed
today said India would go
ahead with the pipeline pro-
ject with Pakistan,

Preliminary  discussions
with regard to implementa-
tion of Iran-Pakistan-India
pipeline project have been
held, Ahamed said while par-

- ticipating in the Janavidhi-
2006’ programme organised
by Kesari Memorial Journal-
ists’ Trust here. “India and
Iran enjoy traditionally
friendly relations... We intend
to further strengthen and ex-
pand our multi-faceted ties,”
he said.

Minister of State for External Affairs E
Ahamed with HH Shelkh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jabr Al-Sabah, the Amir of
Kuwalt, In Kuwait on Monday. PT/

On Iran’s nuclear issue,
Ahamed said it has been In-
dia’s consistent stance that the
issue should be resolved in a
transparent manner through
dialogue process.

India has consistently stated
that all sides must work to find

9 APP 2008

[ a diplomatic solu-
| tion and that con-
frontation should
be avoided at all
costs, he said.
Ahamed, who
was here to cam-
paign for UDF can-
didates,
party IUML always
stood against all
kinds of extremism.
To a question on
the support ex-
tended by Jamait-e-
Islami and Abul Nazer Mad-
hani’s PDP to Opposition
LDF, Ahamed said the move
was not going to affect the
prospects of the UDE
Ahamed also rejected allega-
tion that IUML had now be-
come a “party of rich people”.

said his,
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‘Conversion can’t save

him from the gallows’

TNN AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: Embracing Isl-
am will not help Sarabjit Sin-
gh escape the capital punish-
ment for his alleged involve-
ment in a series of blasts in
Lahore, Pakistan’s law min-
ister Muhammad Wasi Zafar
said here on Thursday.

Reacting to reports that
Sarabjit has converted to Is-
lam, changed his name to
Sarfaraz Ahmad and was of-
fering namaz five times a
day, he said Pakistani laws
do not discriminate between
religions and if he has been
found guilty by the courts he
has to face execution.

“That is the law of the
land. 1t does not vary from
man to man and faith to fai-
th,” said Zafar, who is here to
attend the 45th annual ses-
sion of Asian African Legal
Consultative Organisation.

In Amritsar, Sarabjit’s sis-
ter Dalbir Kaur scoffed at the
reports of his conversion.

SARABJIT: Hanging On

That is the law of the

land. It does not vary

from man to man and
faith to faith

— Pak minister Wasi Zafar,
reacting to reports Sarabjit

has embraced Islam

“This is next to impossible,
since my brother is a strong
believer of Sikh religion and
conversion is next to impos-
sible for him,” she said, reit-
erating her plea to Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf

U
\to pardon him.

N Q

But minister Zafar said
that even Musharraf did not
have the power to pardon
Sarabjit as the matter fell
within the jurisdiction of
the interior minister.

“No one is empowered to
pardon him. Neither the ex-
ecutive nor the legislature...
Not even the President or the
courts. Section 402 of Pak-
istani penal code is very
clear. It says no one except
the legal heirs of the victim
can pardon the convict,” said
Zafar, alawyer by profession.

The Pakistani minister
said: “Not only in death cases,
even in cases of simple
hurt or any bodily injury,
the person found guilty has to
be punished wunless the
victim or his/her family par-
dons the convict. The
government does not
have anything to do with it.
They (victim’s family) have to
inform the court about the
pardon.”
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Endangered CBM .

Red tape proves a roadblock \PJ ¢ %

en launched a year ago it was more than front page news. The Srinagar-
¥ Muzaffarabad bus service was hailed as the key to re-linking the divided people of
Kashmlr, an instrument for making borders irrelevant, capable of transporting dreams
into reality. At least so political leaders and their spin doctors asserted. In lower key was
the re-opening this Februarylof the Aman Setu that had been battered by the October
temblor. But now that the bus attracts no publicity, queries are being asked if it was
essentially a PR-stunt ~ it is attracting even less patronage. On the last two trips from
Srinagar it had two, and four passengers. The sad picture gets enlarged by statistics
revealing that applications for travel have also dwindled. It not as though the desire of
fpeople living on both sides of the Line of Control to re-connect has been either satiated
-or diminished, it is just that they cannot untangle all the red tape.
Although regulations do not: specify that only family re-unions qualify for a ticket, the
application form requires listing of the address of the relatives to be visited in POK. Then
ftantecedents of both branches of the family are “verified”, given the common traditions
cof our police forces that need not be a pleasant process, and fewer and fewer people
wish to undergo the ordeal. Thus far only 816 have used the bus, and let it be noted that
as many as 505 of them travellied out of Muzaffarbad. In commercial terms the service is
- as good as dead, hopefully its political and diplomatic demise can be averted. For it was
.-always more than a transport: service. The bus was projected as a major confidence
_building measure, but since it “failure” points to persisting suspicions among officials,
and their refusal to scrap the babu approach, doubts are being created about sincerity
towards the larger goodwill exercise. People-to-people contact was identified as the best
«way to undo the mistrust and c;complications of half-a-century but such contact is being
frustrated where it matters most ~ the Kashmir region. A pattern is being seen: empty
buses, no movement on opening other crossing points, hence a term gaining credence
*in Kashmir is “political silence”. Clearly Dr Manmohan Singh and his team have a job at
2hand. Announcements alone are ever inadequate, in Kashmir failure to follow up
ipromises fuels a dangerous cynicism.
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Friendship

ﬁ)a\\

offer

old hat: Pakistan

Stresses need for meaningful dialogue

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday
maintained that progress to-
wards resolution of Kashmir,
coupled with improved environ-
ment through dialogue with

| Kashmiris, would “greatly help”
the peace process.

Islamabad’s statement fol-
lows Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s speech at the inaugural
ceremony of the Amritsar-Nan-
kana Sahib bus service. He spelt
out his vision on resolution of
Kashmir and India-Pakistan re-
lations on the occasion.

Pakistan had reacted immedi-
ately, saying it welcomed Dr.
Singh’s observations.

Foreign Office spokesperson
Tasneem Aslam’s statement on
Monday was a clear acknowled-
gement that the initial reaction
missed out some important
points raised by Dr. Singh.

The statement considered it
necessary to flag the point that
the offer of treaty of peace, secu-
rity and friendship was old hat.

“The ideas of a non-aggres-
sion pact or a friendship treaty
have been suggested by both
sides in the past. The fact re-
mains that distrust caused by
persistence of problems and dis-
putes have prevented these
ideas form becoming a reality.
This further underscores the
need for meaningful dialogue to
address problems especially the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute,”
Ms. Aslam said. '

There was no doubt that pro-

2 8 mhw 2006
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« Says number of positive
and important elements
in Manmohan's speech

+ Emphasises that
Musharraf has said that
status quo cannot be a
solution to Kashmir

gress towards the settlement of
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute
along with improved environ-
ment through interaction
among Kashmiris, on both sides
of the Line of Control, would
greatly help the process of nor-
malisation of relations, she said.

Cordial sentiments

Stating that in addition to the
general cordial sentiments,
there were a number of positive
and important elements in Dr.
Singh’s speech, Ms. Aslam said
the Prime Minister had spoken
about finding pragmatic practi-
cal solutions to the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute and suggested
that the two countries could
work towards making the LoC
irrelevant.

Endorsing the suggestion, Ms.
Aslam maintained that Presi-
dent Musharraf had stated on a
number of occasions that the
status quo could not be a solu-
tion to the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute and suggested that the
LoC should be made irrelevant
for the Kashmiris.

It noted that Dr. Singh had
also stated that Kashmiris on the

two sides of the LoC should work
out cooperative, consultative
mechanism so as to maximise
the gains of cooperation in solv-
ing problems of social and eco-
nomic development of the
region and also called for free
movement and trade across the
Line of Control.

“The President and Prime
Minister of Pakistan emphasise
that the time has come for India
and Pakistan to focus and mea-
ningful discussions for a settle-
ment of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute. The President
has offered the ideas of self-gov-
ernance, demilitarisation and
joint management which have
found resonance among Kash-
miris on both sides of the Line of
Control.”

‘Non-papers’

Asked about media reports
that both sides have exchanged
‘non-papers’ on the Siachen Gla-
cier, Ms. Aslam dismissed them
as “product of fertile imagina-
tion.” She said both were en-
gaged in dialogue in resolution
of Siachen as well as Sir Creek
and the subjects would be taken
up in the last week of May as part
of composite dialogue.

In response to another ques-
tion about grant of most fa-
voured nation (MFN) status to
India by Pakistan, Ms. Aslam
said though India had granted
such a status to Pakistan, its
trade balance with India was
negative due to ‘non-tariff
barriers.’
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PM ushers
Indo-Pak

Iolyr

Statesman News Service

NEW DL Muarch 26.
~ Privae wMinister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, has
commended efforts to
encourage children from
India and Pakistan to
write letters of friendship
to each other.

Assisted by
FriendsWithoutBorders.o
rg, the first set of such let-
ters was carried to
Pakistan on Friday, an
official release said today.

Describing this as a
“beautiful event being led
by children of both coun-
tries”, Dr Manmohan
Singh said it had positive
ramifications for the
future of the two nations,
once this generation of
children grows up and
takes on the reins of lead-
ership.

While thanking the
organisers  for their
effort, the Prime Minister
also saluted the children
of India, who had written
“heart-felt  letters  of
fricndship”. He encour-
aged more children to
join the movement.
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Looking at Lahore

If the two Punjabs get closer, India and Pakig,a\l}7 ..
cannot but follow. Godspeed, Dr Singh ~-V.

RIME MINISTER Manmo-

han Singh could not have

chosen a better venue than
Amritsar and a more appropriate
occasion than the launch of a bus
service to Nankana Sahib to extend
a hand of friendship to Pakistan.
Speaking at the very faultline of
the subcontinent’s partition, Singh
was putting across the proposition
that bridging the divide between
the two Punjabs and the two Kash-
mirs might hold the key to an en-
during peace in the region. That
Singh himself was a victim of Parti-
tion lends a personal touch to his
bold attempt to transform not
merely state-to-state relations be-
tween India and Pakistan, but also
those between the two regions that
have bgen among the worst af-
fected by the great 1947 separation.
That an Indian prime minister is
ready to pronounce on the inter-
connection between regional and
national reconciliation reflects the
new levels of political confidence
in New Delhi amidst India’s im-
proving relations with the major
powers, especially the US and its
increasing comfort levels with eco-
nomic globalisation.

Greater cooperation between
the two Punjabs that the PM
hopes for would not only restore
the status of Lahore and Amritsar
as great global centres of com-
merce, but would also remove
some of the major sources of ani-

mus across the bo?&e} towards the
normalisation of Indo-Pak rela-
tions. New Delhi has taken its
time in recognising that a resolu-
tion of the Kashmir question is
important from India’s own inter-
est; not merely because Pakistan
wants it. The PM’s three-fold
package on Kashmir should allay
recent Pakistani concerns that In-
dia is not serious about talks. The
PM’s emphasis on good gover-
nance, open borders and consul-
tative mechanisms between the
two Kashmirs provides a realistic
basis for further talks between all
the key players: New Delhi, Srina-
gar, Islamabad and Muzaffarabad.

The PM’s call for a treaty of
peace, security and friendship re-
vives an idea that has been around
foralong time. Such a treaty, how-
ever, makes sense only amidst a
rapid normalisation of bilateral re-
lations. Singh suggested political
will to settle such problems as
Siachen and Sir Creek are at hand.
Once purposeful negotiations start
on Kashmir, troop reductions be-
gin to take effect on both sides of
the border, and trade gathers mo-
mentum, a peace treaty would be a
perfect keystone. A:positive re-
sponse from Pakistan to the new
ideas articulated at Amritsar
should see the PM travelling to
Pakistan at an early date and con-
verting some of the nice thoughts
into credible action.




From road to N
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rime Minister Manmohan Singh’s latest remarks
on the peace process with Pakistan and his suggest-
ions on the practical steps needed to move towards
a resolution of the Kashmir dispute represent a
\hajor new political and diplomatic initiative by New Delhi.
The venue was Amritsar and the occasion the launch of a
new bus service to the Sikh holy shrine of Nankana Sahib in
Pakistan. Dr. Singh said he did not agree that progress on
other issues had to be linked to a settlement on Kashmir, but
this did not mean India was afraid of discussing or finding
“pragmatic, practical solutions” to that issue as well. He then
made two suggestions. The first was that both sides should
begin a dialogue with the people in their areas of control “to
improve the quality of governance” and give people on both
sides “a greater chance of leading a life of dignity and self-
respect.” The second was that the governments of India and
Pakistan should encourage the “two parts of Jammu and
Kashmir” to “work out cooperative, consultative mecha-
nisms so as to maximise the gains of cooperation in solving
problems of social and economic development of the re-
gion.” This is the first time the Government of India has
spoken officially of the need for cross-border institutional
and administrative mechanisms that can link Kashmiris
across the Line of Control. A fact of life in once-disputed
regions such as South Tyrol, cross-LoC arrangements would
allowborders — which everyone agrees cannot be redrawn —
gradually to become irrelevant. Territorial, juridical sover-
eignties would remain intact, of course, but these would not
be allowed to come in the way of people in the region moving
and trading freely.

If these proposals show a willingness to engage with
Pakistan directly in finding the kind of “out of the box”
solutions President Musharraf has been speaking about, Dr.
Singh took yet another step forward to establish the serious-
ness of the new opening he was making. He indicated that
his government would like to reach a “meaningful agree-
ment” with Pakistan on the issues of Siachen, Sir Creek, and
Baglihar, Two of these three issues figure in the ongoing
composite dialogue process but progress has been slow. This
is not the first time Dr. Singh has spoken of the need to find a
quick solution to the Siachen dispute; he must now exercise
firm political leadership to clinch the matter. His remarks
were also significant for their tone and tenor. In language
reminiscent of the joint statement of April 2005, terrorism
figured not as a stick to beat Pakistan with but as a shared
concern. He complimented General Musharraf on the “bold
steps” he had taken to curb extremism but added that more
needed to be done in the interest of both India and Pakistan.
If the composite dialogue process is to show more significant
results than new bus and train services, the Prime Minister’s
remarks open up exciting possibilities for concrete move-
ment in a humber of areas, including Kashmir. The road to
peace, he noted, is made by walking. He must lead boldl
from the front to ensure the journey is completed.



Manmohan
offers friendship
treaty to Pak

But Sa sTalks Must Not Be
Linked To J&K Imbrogllo

By Yudhvir Rana/T' NN

Amritsar: Even as rafns
lashed Amritsar, Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh on Friday said
enough in his 20-minute
speech to warm the hearts
of an eager people excited
about India’s growing
friendship with Pakistan.

Here to flag-off the
much-awaited Amritsar-
Nankana Sahib bus, Man-
mohan’s words would have
gladdened Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf
too. Hailing the Pakistani
leader for taking “bold
steps to curb terrorism”,
Manmohan asked Pak-
istan to enter into a
“treaty of peace, security
and friendship” with In-
dia. This, he said, would be
the culmination of ongo-
ing peace process between
the two nations.

Saying the step would
give “meaning and sub-
stance” to the quest for
shared goals of both na-
tions, the PM added, “We
hope that the Pakistani
leadership will recipro-
cate.” He was also careful
to point out that Pakistan
should not link normalisa-
tion of relations to the fes-
tering Jammu and Kash-
mir issue. Of course. the
resolve to find schutions to
all outstanding debates
with Pakistan, including
Jammu and Kashmir, re-
mains. Despite Kashmir,
he said there could be
meaningful agreements on
issues like Baglihar, Sir
Creek and Siachin.

Going beyond, and once
again donning the mantle
of statesman, the PM said,
“A strong, stable, prosper-
ous and moderate Pakistan
is in the interest of India
and the entire South Asia.
Continuing with his Pak
theme, he said though
Musharraf had taken bold

c*ﬂ\lslamaby

welcomes
statement

Istamabad: Pakistan on Friday
said Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s offer of a “treaty of
peace, security and friendship”
reflected “some positive
sentiments” and contained an
“acknowledgement” about the
need ta mave forward on the
resolution of Kashmir and other
contentious issues. “He has
also acknowledged the need to
move forward on the resolution
of Kashmir and other issues
between the two countries,”
foreign office spokesperson
Tasnim Aslam said.

e v e o JRRRAL

steps to curb extremism, a
lot more was required to be
done in the interest of both
nations.

“India is not afraid of
discussing Jammu and
Kashmir or finding a prag-
matic, practical solution to
resolve the issue,” the PM
said, as people braved the
rains to hear him. “A step
by step approach has to be

adopted given the inherent™™

difficulties involved in find-
ing practical solutions. But
the time has come to leave
behind animosities and
misgivings of the past and
to think the unthinkable of
moving together in pursuit
of common objectives like
chronic poverty, ignorance
and disease.”

Expressing concern
about the people on either
side of the LOC, he said,
“Borders cannot be re-
drawn, but we can work to-
wards making them irrele-
vant or just a line on a
map. People on both sides
of the LoC should be able
to move more freely and
trade with one another.”

THE TIMES CF 3



Tarig Parvez {right). Director General of Pakistan's FIA talks to the media as
CBI Director Vijay Shankar looks on in New Delhi on Wednesday. /

india and Pakistan agreed on Wednesday to
work together to turn up the heat on
crimjnalp trafficking humans, drugs and
narcotics between the two countries.
Officials of the arch-rivals’ crime-fighting
agencles,meeting In New Delhl after a gap
of 17 years, also discussed setting up a
‘South Asfan police agency on the lines of
Europe’s Europol.

They agreed to appoint special lalson
officers between India's Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and Pakistan's Federal
investigation Agency (FIA).

“We look forward to Increasing
cooperation In larger areas of mutual
Iinterest and ensuring criminals of the two

countries do not have any kind of respite.
. from the two agencies,” CBI Director Vijay’

Shanker sald at a joint news conference
with the FIA chief.

Human trafficking and smuggling routinely
take place along the Indo-Pakistan border.
The Issue of Dawood ibrahim, who is belleveg
to he in Pakistan, was aiso discussed.

A Joint statement issued after the talks sald
the two sideshad decided that “all efforts
wili be made ... for expeditious disposal of
pending Interpol references”. ‘

Ibrahim is wanted In connection with many
criminal cases In indla including the 1993
setlal bomb blasts in Mumbal, formerly
known as Bombay, which killed more than
260 people.

He also heads the shadowy underworld of
Mumbal, the natlon’s bustling West coast
commercial and film hub. |

The CBI chief sald the idea of a reglonal
police agency along the lines of Europol had
been discussed but remalned at a
“conceptualisation stage”. —Reuters
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Sarabjit’s kin threaten su1¢1de

"The Centre should bring him back fely within a week" . N 2

i St

A

PLEA FOR HELP: Sukhpreet Kaur (centre), w1fe of Sarabjit Singh, looks on as her sister-in-law Dalbir
Kaur (eft) addresses mediapersons in Amritsar on Saturday.- PHOTO: AFP

AMRITSAR: The family of Indian prison-
er Sarabjit Singh, whose review pet-
ition against his death sentence was
rejected by the Pakistan Supreme
Court on Friday, has threatened to
commit suicide if the Government
failed to have him repatriated within a
week.

Sarabjit’s sister Dalbir Kaur told
presspersons here on Saturday that
the entire family would commit sui-
cide at the Wagah border in the next 30
days if the Indian Government failed
to bring him back safely within a week.
Before taking the extreme step, the
family would sit on a hunger strike at
the border and stage a protest before
the Pakistan High Commission in New
Delhi.

“We will urge the High Commission
to grant us visa to visit the Kotlakhpat
Rai Jail at Lahore, where Sarabjit is
languishing for the past one-and- h&If

decades,” she said, “I will personally
appear before President Pervez Mush-
arraf and ask for clemency for my

brother who has been falsely
implicated.”
Garnering support

She said she would meet a cross-
section of people there to garner sup-
port in her efforts to save her brother.
“Good relations between India and Pa-
kistan and driving buses across bor-
ders are all meaningless exercises if
Sarabjit, who is innocent, cannot be
saved.”

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
being a Sikh, should come forward to
hold a dialogue with Pakistan to ensure
her brother’s early release, Ms. Kaur
said adding that she had sought an ap-
pointment with President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam and the Prime Minister.

She had also sought legal advice

THe HINFDY

from BJP general secretary Arun
Jaitley.

Peace marches

She would build public opinion
through peace marches in Punjab and
outside for saving her brother.

She also planned to hold a march to
the Wagah border along with Sarabjit’s
wife and two daughters and submit a
memorandum to the Pakistani author-
ities with an appeal to President Mush-
arrafto remit the death sentence of her
brother. Sarabjit’s wife Sukhbir and
daughter Poonam were present at the
press conference.

Sarabjit’s family along with their
well-wishers and supporters held a
demonstration in the border town of
Bhikhiwind on Friday in protest
against the Pakistan Supreme Court
rejection of one of the four review pet-
itions. — PT1, UNI
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Sarabjit loses

plea for lif
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OUR BUREAU% 0;Rmto be hanged in four cases

Islamabad/Chandigarh,
March 9: Hopes for the relea-
se of Sarabjit Singh, an Indian
sentenced to death in Pakistan
on spying and terror charges,
were dented today with the
Supreme Court here dismiss-
ing one of his four review pefi-
tions and the government sou-
nding unsure of a presidential
pardon.

The death sentence had
sparked a clamour for his re-
lease in India last year and
prompted diplomatic efforts at
the highest level, with Delhi
Jjust stopping short of a formal
request for clemency.

The apex court rejected the
review petition, saying it had
been filed too late, Sarabjit’s
lawyer Rana Abdul Hameed
said. Like the convict’s family,
Rana claims the farmer from
Amritsar is innocent and had
unwittingly strayed across the
border into Pakistan.

In the early 1990s, two low-
er courts had sentenced Sara-

relating to five explosions in
Lahore, Kasur and Faisalab-
ad, which left 14 people dead.
The Supreme Court upheld
each death sentence in August
and September last year.

Rana said a second review
petition was still pending.
“...But we have no hope. Now
the only way out appears to be
to file a mercy petition before
General Pervez Musharraf
seeking his pardon.”

He added the plea would be
submitted after the court's
verdict on the second petition.

After today's verdict, Sa-
rabjit’s family has also pinned
all their hopes on Musharraf.
“We can now only pray at the
feet of President Musharraf
who can pardon him,” said
Dalbir Kaur, Sarabjit’s sister.

But Pakistan information
minister Sheikh Rashid said
he didn’t know if Musharraf
could pardon him as, accord-
ing to Islamic law, only family
members of those killed can
grant clemency to the accused.

TELEGRAPK



India, Pakistan
fail to reach
accord on air
services v O

(YA

Special Correspondent ﬁ@

NEW DELHE India and Pakistan
have failed to reach agreement
on additional flights and desti-
nations for designated airlines.

Government sources told this
correspondent that Pakistan
wanted a “quantum jump” in
flights and destinations, which
demand India was not prepared
to accept.

Additional destinations

The Indian side expected that
Chennai and Islamabad would
be made additional destinations.
At present, Indian and Pakistani
airlines only fly to New Delhi,
Mumbai, Karachi and Lahore.

A Pakistani official confirmed
that Islamabad wanted the exist-
ing number of 48 flights a week
increased by either 24 or 48. But
the Indian side was not agree-
able.

The Pakistanis wanted Chen-
nai, Hyderabad and Cochin as
additional destinations.

Talks will continue

A “joint statement” issued af-
ter talks between civil aviation
authorities on Monday and
Tuesday said the discussions
were held “friendly and cordial.”
“Both sides expressed [a] desire
to expand the scope of the exist-
ing Air Services Agreement and
agreed to continue discussions
for enhancement of capacities,
frequencies, and gateways for
the benefit of the travelling pub-
lic of the two countries.”
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The general is not one to sit back and enjoy his defeat

Musharrat’s China c§rd

pivotal event for India

and Pakistan was 9/11.

The US decided pre-

cipitately and, as it

turned out, wrongly
that al Qaida was behind the attacks
and that the Taliban had given it
sanctuary in Afghanistan. It decid-
ed to invade Afghanistan, remove
the Taliban and hunt for Osama bin
Laden. Pakistan was Taliban’s pro-
genitor and protector. Colin Powell
asked General Musharraf whether
he was with the US or against; after
only a moment’s hesitation, Mu-
sharraf said he was with the US. In
one short step, Pakistan overtook
India.

The impact was not political
alone. The Pakistan economy was
in poor shape, and its government
was in default to foreign lenders.
After Pakistan became an ally, the
US asked World Bank, International
Monetary Fund and USAID to pour
money into it, and revived it. Today,
Pakistan is growing at about the
same rate as India.

But then came Manmohan
Singh. He saw that America’s deci-
sion not to sign the Kyoto treaty was
a decision not to scale back energy
use. Hence the US was bound to be
interested in developing energy
supplies to meet future demand.
The supplies could not come from
coal: it was a dirty fuel. Its known
reserves would be exhausted in the
second half of this century, and
even if new reserves were discov-
ered, they would be deeper and
more expensive to exploit. Supplies
could not come from oil, which
would be depleted even faster than
coal. The ultimate hydro potential
was not enough even to take care of
today’s total energy consumption. If
a nation wanted to consume in-
creasing quantities of energy inthe
future, it would sooner or later have
to turn to nuclear power. If this was
true of the US, it was even truer of
India, whose energy consumption
would increase faster. The interests
of the two countries converged. US
companies had developed relatively
cheap nuclear power plants before
all industrial countries decided to
stop building them in the 1980s. The
US would have to resume produc-
tion of nuclear plants; and India
could buy them.

could wave before the US;

what could India ask in re-
turn? Since India had been in the
Soviet camp, the US and its allies
had imposed an embargo on export
of equipment and technology that
might add to India’s military capa-
bility; the embargo covered a broad
range of advanced technology. It

T hat was the temptation India

ASHOK V.DESAI (¢

had been reinforced with other
punitive measures after India’s nu-
clear ceremony of 1998. India could
ask for its withdrawal.

Apart from widening India’s en-
ergy options, this bargain had two
further advantages. The US made it
difficult for India to buy military
equipment abroad. Since India was
an ally, the Soviet Union supplied it
with arms at throwaway prices. But
after it collapsed, Russia’s military
capability has fallen behind; and it
has developed a bigger market in
China. Sweden sold us guns; but
once Rajiv Gandhi was suspected to
have taken a bribe on purchase of
Bofors guns, Sweden became un-

But even now, India’s imports
are six times those of Pakistan.
Though largely closed today, India’s
market for services is enormous.
Once the US got interested in the In-
dian market, Pakistan would lose
weight in America’s foreign policy.
Vajpayee had laboriously tried to
improve relations with Pakistan; he
had persevered even after its treach-
erous infiltration of Kargil and
after Musharraf’s flamboyant mis-
behaviour in Agra. Such thankless,
plodding efforts to befriend a recal-
citrant neighbour would be unnec-
essary if the US sided with India.

So ever since he became Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh has

touchable. France was prepared to
sell Mirages, but they were terribly
expensive. So America’s hostility
made arms procurement difficult.
But once the US removed the embar-
g0, not only would all the world’s
suppliers be accessible, but the US
itself would want to sell arms to
India. India aspires to be a world
power but does not have the neces-
sary technological capability; for it,
the end of embargo would be of
great value.

Further, once the US saw India
as an ally and a customer, it would
cease to support Pakistan. As long
as India was a Soviet client, US sup-
port to Pakistan was unequivocal. It
wavered in the 1990s as India came
out of the Soviet fold and Pakistan’s
patronage of the Taliban brought it
disrepute. But then Pakistan
bounced back when it rejoined the
American camp over Afghanistan.

‘ Musharraf’s
search for alever to
force open India’s grip
on Kashmir is leading
him nowhere ,

been working on a deal with the US;
the nuclear agreement signed in
Delhi last week is the first, but not
the only fruit of his efforts. More
must follow.

And meanwhile, Pakistan has
been marginalized. In particular,
Musharraf hoped that the US would
pressure India to settle the Kashmir
dispute in Pakistan’s favour. This
hope is now buried. Manmohan
Singh made that clear to him when
he told him that there would be no

\% ﬁfer of territory or migration of

people based on religion — in other
words, that India would not cede
Kashmir or any part of it. And Bush
told Musharraf in public last week
in Pakistan that Kashmir was for
India and Pakistan to settle — that
by implication, the US would not in-
tercede in either’s favour.

In the India-US-Pak game.
Musharraf has lost out to Manmo-
han Singh. But he is not one to sit
back and enjoy his defeat. He has
been advertising Pakistan's eco-
nomic health, and inviting trade
and investment. He did so in Davos
in January when the World Eco-
nomic Forum made him chief
guest. Wherever he goes, his speech-
es are replete with figures: in the
last five years, exports increased 120
per cent, government revenue 130
per cent, development expenditure
300 per cent, foreign investment 600
per cent; last year, Pakistan pro-
duced half a million motorcycles.
150,000 cars, and so on. He advertis-
es Pakistan as the gateway to the
Persian Gulf and to central Asia:
even China, according to him,
would have to go through Pakistan
if it wants to trade with India. He
says Pakistan has the cheapest
workers and the best mangoes in the
world.

And then, in February, Mushar-
raf went on a state visit to China to
celebrate the 55th anniversary of
Sino-Pak friendship. On Kashmir.
Chinarepeated the Bush line: that it
was a problem for India and Pak-
istan to settle. A large number of
agreements were sigred. That is
common on state visits: nothing
much comes out of most. But
amongst the important agreements,
China promised to build further nu-
clear power plants, and to begin ne-
gotiations on a Sino-Pak Free Trade
Agreement.

usharraf started as a sin-
M gle-minded India-hater.
His campaign got hobbled

after he enlisted in America’s cam-
paign against terrorism. He scaled
down his India-phobia to an obses-
sion with Kashmir. He is not out of
that phase. But enmity with India
makes Pakistan a risky location: it
does Pakistan considerable eco-
nomic damage. So does it India; but
India has been doing fairly well de-
spite living close to Pakistan. So
Musharraf’s search for a lever to
force open India's grip on Kash-
miris is leading him nowhere. Will
he now come to the realization that
peace with India, devoid of a con-
cession on Kashmir, would be high-
ly advantageous to Pakistan? He
will get there sooner or later, though
he may not admit it in public.
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é@luch smels
. India Hand
’In violence

Karachi, Feb. 6 (Reuters):
The governor of Pakistan’s
western Baluchistan province
today accused Afghan war-
lords and drug barons of arm-
ing tribal militants and India
of financing them, a day after
21 people were killed in the lat-
est round of violence.

Baluch separatists and tri-
bal militants have waged a
low-level insurgency for deca-
des, but the violence has esca-
lated over the past year, posing
another challenge to Preside-
nt Pervez Musharraf’s autho-
rity over his turbulent nation.

Baluchistan governor
Ovais Ahmad Ghani said the
deteriorating security situa-
tion was partly a spillover
from Afghanistan due to the
weakness of President Hamid
Karzai’s government.

“Unfortunately Karzai’s
central government is weak in
the provinces,” he said. “We
have successfully stopped 10 to
12 per cent of arms movement
from Afghanistan but the bor-
der between Afghanistan and
Baluchistan is 1,200-plus km
long and it is very difficult to
completely seal it.”

Yesterday, 13 people were
killed by a bomb on a bus some
60 km south of the provincial
capital of Quetta. About a
dozen suspects have been de-
tained, but the authorities
have not blamed any group.

Also today, eight people
were killed when tribesmen
fired over 100 rockets at Sui, a
town sitting atop Pakistan’s
largest gas field.

On Friday and Saturday,

The bus after Sunday’s
blast in Quetta. (AFP)

rockets had rained down on
Dera Bugti, 50 km from Sui,
and near the Loti Gas Field.

Baluchistan is thinly popu-
lated but mineral rich, and its
people want to benefit more
from the exploitation of those
resources, and the governme-
nt faces trouble both from trib-
al militant and the secession-
jst Baluch Liberation Army.

Ghani’s comments come a
little over a week before Kar-
zai is due to visit Pakistan.

He said more than one cou-
ntry is involved in fuelling the
insurgency in Baluchistan,
with a clear nod towards
India. “These groups are
spending over 500 million ru-
pees annually in weapons pur-
chase,” he said. “We know
where the money is coming
from, I don’t want to name any
particular country, but every-
body knows that we have an
old rivalry with India.”

Last month, the Pakistan
government levelled similar
accusations after an Indian of-
ficial said the Pakistan army
should exercise restraint in
Baluchistan.
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THURSDﬁ,/JANUARY 26, 2006

/ Steady and slow\?,
"V "peace process’i

ike a comforting ritual, the composite dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan entered the third round
with the two Foreign Secretaries paying obeisance
to the long list of joint statements issued by their
leaders since the two sides began talking to each other in
January 2004. If those statements were intended to provide
the scaffolding for the new edifice, the actual process of
construction has been slow but not agonisingly so. There
have been real gains — the opening of new travel routes and
crossing points is a major achievement — but many obsta-
cles remain, The new Ainritsar-Lahore bus service has be-
gun, and the Amritsar-Nankana Sahib bus and
unabao-Khokhrapar train should be operational soon.
) he Kashmir earthquake may have delayed plans for the
proposed truck service between Muzaffarabad and Srinagar
but there is no good reason for the Skardu-Kargil link failing
to get off the drawing board. There is little point in adding to
the number of trains, buses, and crossing points if the two
countries are unable or unwilling to adopt a more liberal visa
policy. Staff strength at the two embassies is not yet back to
normal and the formal commitment Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and President Pervez Musharraf made for the
opening of the Karachi and Mumbai consulates by January 1
has not been henoured. It is regrettable that the rental
property identified by Pakistan in Mumbai proved unavail-
able owing to objections from local tenants but surely it is
not beyond the capacity of the Indian Government to pro-
vide suitable facilities for the speedy opening of the consul-
ate.

On the political front, the exchange of words over the
situation in Balochistan did serve as a downer. This has not
prevented the two sides from continuing the dialogue, but
on Kashmir the talks appear to be going nowhere. Islama-
bad’s concern remains that New Delhi is using confidence-
building measures (CBMs) to sidestep consideration of
Kashmir, the ‘core’ issue. New Delhi, on the other hand,
believes Islamabad is continuing to use cross-border terror-
ism as aJever to exert pressure. General Musharraf has made
a number of proposals aimed at squaring the circle of con-
flicting Indian and Pakistani views on Kashmir but India is
resisting getting drawn into any discussion on these until
confidence levels are higher. While the Prime Minister’s
cautious instincts are understandable, India can afford to be
less inhibited on the lesser disputes, notably Siachen. Dr.
Singh has proclaimed his desire to turn the glacier into a
mountain of peace but this broadness of vision has not found
a reflection in official-level discussions on the issue. Later
this year, the Prime Minister will travel to Pakistan for a
summit with General Musharraf. A specific target the two
sides must set themselves for the summit is the conclusion
of a broad agreement on the withdrawal of Indian an
Pakistani troops from Siachen. /l
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Pakistan and the

gas pipeline

/

V’L\\

Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz’s recent
comments on the India-Iran gas pipeline via
Pakistan reflect the uncertainty over the project.

B. Muralidhar Reddy

N JANUARY 21, hours before he

was to fly into Washington from
New York on his first official visit to the
United States and his big date with Ge-
orge W. Bush, Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz declared that Islamabad
would not ‘rush’ into a deal for a natural
gas pipeline from Iran to India via Pakis-
tan while the United Nations has Iran’s
nuclear programme under “scrutiny.”

Mr. Aziz’s declaration is reminiscent
of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
statement in Washington in July 2005
ahout the risks involved with the project
given the “uncertainties” of the situation
in Iran and the preparedness of any con-
sortium of bankers to finance it. Dr.
_ Singh came under flak from political
parties in India and subsequently the
Government had to clarify matters.

Now it was Mr. Aziz's turn. In his
comments to the press, the Pakistan
Prime Minister did concede that the
proposed $7 billion project with Iran
would help Pakistan’s economy keep
growing at a fast clip while fostering bet-
ter relations with India. Then he said: “1
think it would be fair to wait to see how
these things unfold.” He was replying to
a question whether Pakistan was deter-
mined to see a pipeline deal go through,
regardless of what might happen to Iran
at the UN. “We will take any decision
which we have to in our natienal in-
terest,” Mr. Aziz said. “Once the envi-
ronment changes, naturally we will see
what these regulations or resolutions
are, and create or follow a strategy
accordingly.”

During her visit to Islamabad in
March last year, U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice articulated the Bush
regime’s position on the pipeline. “Well,
we’ve voiced our concerns to the Indian
Government about the gas pipeline with
Iran. It's not only with India. We’ve sim-

ilarly talked to Japan about a gas project
that they would have because the United
States has sanctions on Iran for good
reasons. We have many differences with
Iran about terrorism, about interference
in their neighbeur’s affairs, about the
fate of the Iranian people themselves.
And so we’ve voiced our concerns.

“But we also understand that this and
other such projects are emblematic of
the tremendous energy demands that
are there in growing economies, like in
India or Pakistan economy, or for that
matter, the growing economy of the
United States and that the message that
we are therefore carrying to everyone is
that we all need to pool our thinking, our
technologies, our ability to come up with
reliable energy supplies, energy supplies
that are hopefully environmentally,” Dr.
Rice told a Pakistani television channel.

Since the July 2005 Indo-U.S. nuclear
deal, Pakistan has been pressing Wash-
ington for a similar gesture to Islama-
bad. Though Washington has not given
‘any reason to Islamabad to think it can
be bracketed with New Delhi on the nu-
clear front, it has dangled the carrot of
stepped up cooperation to meet future
energy needs. The calculation of Mr.
Aziz could be that he would be in abetter
bargaining position on energy cooper-
ation by giving into the wishes of the us.
on the Iran pipeline.

The shadow of uncertainty on the
pipeline project cast by Mr. Aziz is par-
ticularly unfortunate given the numer-
ous rounds of talks at the political and
technical level Iran, Pakistan, and India
have had on the project in the last few
months.

The bilateral talks among the three
countries have progressed to such an
extent that now the stage is being pre-
pared for the first trilateral dialogue in
the next few weeks in Teheran. Will the
pipeline project fall victim to strong-
arm tactics by the U.S.?
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Indiaraises - B JP demonstration in Delhi

|
% Charges the Congress with colluding with Italian businessman Quattrocchi

terrorism -
issue

Amit Baruah

3

NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday said
it made a statement on Balochis-
tan last month as New Delhi was
“concerned” over the situation
in the Pakistani province. Earli-
er, Pakistan protested saying the
remarks amounted to interfe-
rence in its internal affairs.

India also raised the issue of
Pakistani support to terrorism
on the first day of the third
round of composite dialogue be-
tween Foreign Secretaries Shy-
am Saran and Riaz Muhammad
Khan here.

Though they said their piece
on contentious issues, both sides
felt that considerable progress
was made in the second round. A
joint statement is expected on
the concluding day of discus-
sions on Wednesday.

Officials privy to the 150-min-
ute talks said India raised the
issue of terrorist infrastructure
in Pakistan. Mr. Saran told Mr.
Khan that Islamabad must agree
on extradition and mutual legal
assistance treaties as proof of its
commitment to tackle terror-
ism.

To a question, the External
Affairs Ministry spokesman
said: “Pakistan took up the issue
of the statement we made [on
human rights in Balochistan]. ...
In his response, the Foreign Sec-
retary said that an official state-
ment had been made, which
spoke for itself. It was made be-
cause [a] certain situation was
developing in our neighbour-

hood, which was of concern te

us. And, he regretted the un-
founded allegations about Indi-
an interference in Balochistan.”
India presented two “non-pa-
pers,” or written ideas which do
not amount to a commitment,
suggesting that no new defence
i post/work be taken up along the
" Line of Control and that Brigade
Commanders be permitted to
hold flag meetings.

Another report on Page 12

| Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

| NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Par-
'ty activists on Tuesday held a
] demonstration at Parliament
! Street here, charging the ruling
Congress with colluding with
i Italian businessman Ottavio
Quattrocchi, an accused in the
Bofors case, in getting his Lon-
don bank accounts defreezed.

Led by senior leaders, the pro-
testers — who raised slogans
against the Congress and its
leaders — symbolically pulled
down police barricades before
! courting arrest,

Addressing the gathering, par-
ty spokesperson Arun Jaitley
charged the Congress with let-
ting Mr. Quattrocchi off the
hook through its action, which
led to the defreezing of the ac-
counts in which the kickback
money had allegedly been
stashed away. Mr. Jaitley
charged the Congress with mis-
using constitutional institutions
while in power. “First it attacked
the Supreme Court and the Elec-
tion Commission. Now, it is mis-
using the Central Bureau of
Investigation. If the dignity of
the Constitution continues to be
eroded, then the people will lose
their trust in democracy.”

Vijay Kumar Mathotra, MP
from South Delhi, accused the
Congress of colluding with the
Italian national and weakening
the case against him. When the
Congress came to power last
time, its president Sonia Gandhi
tried to get the commission paid
in the Bofors deal through the
then Union Minister, Madhav
Singh Solanki. This time, she
utilised the services of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, Law
Minister H.R. Bhardwaj, Suresh
Pachori and the CBI and almost
succeeded in withdrawing the
| commission amount deposited
in the accounts of Mr. Quattroc-
| chiin London, he said.

BJP vice-president Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi said the issue had a
I direct bearing on the national
security. The CBI lost its cred-
ibility by the way & changed its
strategy under the pressure of
the Centre and owned up re-
sponsibility for all the goof-ups
in the case.

"'\ ; nd b

BJP PROTEST: BJP leaders Madan Lal Khurana and Arun Jaitley address a party rally
at Parliament Street in New Delhi on Tuesday against the defreezing of Ottavio
Quattrocchi’s London bank accounts. ~ PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN /
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‘India, Pak to
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new ideas’

Cross-Border Terrorism To
Figure in Composite Talks

New Delhi: India and Pak-
istan will discuss “new
ideas” on promoting bilat-
eral ties when foreign sec-
retaries of the two coun-
tries meet here on Tuesday
to kick off the third round
of composite dialogue
amid New Delhi’s serious
concerns over continued
cross-border terrorism.

During the two-day talks
between foreign secretary
Shyam Saran and his Pak-
istani counterpart Riaz
Mohammad Khan, the two
sides will review the
progress of ongoing peace
inititives and confidence-
building measures (CBMs)
with an aim to ensure their
early implementation.

“There are new ideas
which will be discussed at
the meeting,” official
sources said here on Sunday
without divulging specifics
as it may pre-empt the talks.
The Indian side is expected
to make some fresh propos-
als with regard to enhance-
ment of people-to-people
contacts, like launch of
transportation links and
tourism exchanges.

The two countries will
also review the progress on
proposals already made
like the launch of bus serv-
ice between Kargil in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Skar-

du in northern areas of the
state under Pakistani occu-
pation. Work with regard
to the launch of the truck
service on Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad Road and start of
the Munnabao-Khokrapar
train service will also be
reviewed.

Taking place in the back-
drop of terror attacks in
Delhi and Bangalore in
which Pak-based Lashker-e-
Taiba (LeT) have been found
involved, the meeting will
discuss terrorism which is
of much importance to In-
dia, the sources said.

New delhi is expected to
convey its concerns over
unabated cross-border ter-
rorism and emphasise that
continuance of terror at-
tacks here could put a
cloud of uncertainty on
the ongoing peace process.

The Indian side is likely
to stress that Pakistan was
not doing enough to end
terrorism emanating from
its soil and needed to do
much more if the peace
process was to continue.

India feels that Pakistan
had not fulfilled its com-

mitment given at the high-™™

est level on ending cross-
border terrorism and dis-
mantling of terror infra-
structure existing in that
country. agencies
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Trading Eharges in the midst of drift

AmitBaruah  yy ) T

RIFT HAS taken holdgt]fndia-Palds-
tan relations. After missing an oppor-
tunity for real cooperation in the
wake of the October 2005 earthquake,
of direction in bilateral ties between the
0 countries seems evident from the devel-
opments in the past few weeks.

There has also been a partial return to what
was considered “normal” for decades between
India and Pakistan — trading charges and blam-
ing the other for anything that goes wrong do-
mestically. In the bargain, some of the sheen has
been rubbed off the peace process.

Yes, the process of dialogue and contacts has
been going on; yes, some tiny steps for cooper-
ation were taken after one of the worst natural
disasters that struck Pakistan and India. But the
fact remains that the Indian and Pakistani estab-
lishments remain deeply suspicious of each oth-
er

A day before the December 28 terrorist strike
in Bangalore, India decided to go on a verbal
offensive against Islamabad, saying it had been
watching with concern the spiralling violence in
Balochistan and the heavy military action, in-
cluding the use of helicopter gunships and jet
fighters, by Pakistan.

Given New Delhi’s defensive posture on hu-
man rights issues and its disinclination to con-
front the Western consensus on a vital issue like
Abdul Qadeer Khan and his nuclear industry, the
External Affairs Ministry took a surprisingly
proactive stand on human rights violations in
Balochistan.

With the Ministry under the direct charge of
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, there is little
doubt where the approval for the December 27
statement from.

India’s “concern” at the situation in Balochis-
tan goes against the grain of mature and states-
man-like remarks made by Dr. Singh himself in
Dhaka on November 13, 2005. Asked by an Indi-
an correspondent whether the Pakistani state or
“rogue elements” were responsible for recent
terrorist incidents, Dr. Singh emphasised he had

CARTOONSCAPE

The India-Pakistan peace process has taken
some knocks recently. Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh and President Pervez

(P

Musharraf need to engage directly. gu”’ a1

said many a time that India did not have the
liberty of choosing its neighbours.

“We have to do business with governments
that are in power [in Pakistan] ... therefore, using
harsh language in public is not the best way, I
think, to promote dialogue and understanding,. If
we have any concerns, we do discuss with the
governments concerned. I do not believe any-
thing great is achieved by conducting this dia-
logue in full [public] glare,” the Prime Minister
said.

So where does the Balochistan statement fit
in? Certainly not in the paradigm proposed by
the Prime Minister. Yet a provocative statement
was made by New Delhi. Its consequences for
the peace process were obvious given that “fol-
low-up” from the Pakistani Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman and President Pervez Musharraf
was only to be expected. ’

In arecent interview to CNN-IBN, the Gener-
al blamed India for providing “lots of financial
support” and support in kind to anti-govern-
ment elements in Balochistan. To my mind, the
General only accused India of fishing in Ba-
lochistan’s troubled waters since New Delhi had
expressed concern about the record of the Pakis-
tani state in that province,

He also conveyed an invitation of sorts to Dr.
Manmohan Singh to visit Pakistan for a cricket
game. “Now if he comes here and we do nothing
about the peace process, I am afraid we are just
wasting our time,” the General said bluntly.

In a return to punch-bag diplomacy, ably aid-
ed by the kind of questions that were put to him
in the television interview, the General ex-
pressed a sense of frustration at the lack of
response from India to his proposals on self-

governance in Jammu & Kashmir, something
between autonomy and independence. At the
same time, President Musharraf said India-Pa-
kistan relations had never been better.

From the interview, it would appear that the
General is frustrated with India’s attitude and
approach — unhappy, perhaps, that New Delhi
hadn’t given him the importance he wanted. He
added another “bombshell” on television when
he called for the withdrawal of Indian troops
from Srinagar, Baramulla, and Kupwara towns.

India’s response to the interview was quick
and sharp. At 10 p.m. on January 7, India flatly
rejected any Pakistan role in the withdrawal of
troops from Jammu & Kashmir. “I would like to
say ... that any demilitarisation or redeployment
of security forces within the territory of India is
a sovereign decision of the Government of India
and cannot be dictated by any foreign govern-
ment,” the External Affairs Ministry spokesman
stated.

India, through the Ministry spokesman, cut at
the root of hopes that some creative thinking on
approaching the Kashmir issue was possible, Us-
ing a description for Jammu & Kashmir that
traditionally irritates Pakistan, he added, “... It
ought to be clear that concepts such as joint
control or joint management over Jammu and
Kashmir, which is an integral part of India, can-
not be the basis of a settlement of the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir,”

Let us rewind to April 2005 when the General
and the Prime Minister concluded that the peace
process between India and Pakistan was “now
irreversible.” In this spirit, the two leaders ad-
dressed the Kashmir issue and agreed to contin-
ue their discussions towards a final settlement of

the problem.

Obviously, the peace process has taken a hit
with all these potshots being taken by India and
Pakistan. Mercifully, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh refused to comment on the General’s
demilitarisation proposals. A UNI report quoted
him as saying on January 10: “I simply do not
want to make any comment on this issue.”

Since it is still at the level of the spokesman on
the Indian side, the Prime Minister has given
himself the space to engage with Gen. Musharraf
on another occasion to inject positive atmo-
spherics into a vitiated environment.

One thing definite about India-Pakistan rela-
tions is they never remain the same — they are
forever changing, always throwing up a new sur-
prise. If the leaders remain serious about the
peace process being irreversible, they need to
take charge of what is happening under its um-
brella.

Solemn commitments contained in the very
bilateral joint statement issued on April 18,
2005, have not been implemented yet. A specific
case in point is that of the Indian and Pakistani
consulates in Karachi and Mumbai, which, ac-
cording to the joint statement, were to be
opened “before the end of the current year”,

Role of babudom

Let us now look at babudom in India and
Pakistan. There was a long window between
April 18 and December 31, 2005. However, the
babus showed little urgency in meeting the
deadline in the bilateral agreement, which has
now passed. Essentially, the two sides remain
suspicious of each other and neither is willing to
accommodate the other.

New Delhi rightly remains suspicious of Pa-
kistani terrorist groups and their actions in In-
dia. At the same time, Jaish-e-Muhammad,
responsible for several major terrorist strikes in
India, has also been found culpable in the assas-
sination attempts on Gen. Musharraf himself in
December 2003.

The Lashkar-e-Taiba, on the other hand, is a
different cup of teaand information suggests it is
still being used by Pakistani intelligence agen-
cies. There cannot be any tolerance for residual
support from the Pakistani establishment to ter-
rorist outfits. At the same time, India needs to
recognise that some anti-India groups are also a
problem for the Pakistani state.

Of course, the partial action taken against the
terrorist groups became necessary for Islama-
bad after the September 11, 2001 terrorist
strikes. The United States remains important for
Pakistan and Islamabad continues to bask in the
glory of Washington’s complimentary reference
to its role in the “war” against terrorism,

It also needs to be acknowledged that the U.S.
has become an important player in South Asia.
Washington’s goal has been to ensure that India-
Pakistani histrionics do not detract from its
larger goal of taking on Al-Qaeda and Taliban
terrorists in Pakistan,

Given the importance of the U.S. to both Pa-
kistan and India, it would not come as a surprise
if Islamabad and New Delhi have upped the ante
ahead of President George W. Bush’s visit to
both countries some time in February-March.

If Pakistan wants to express a sense of frustra-
tion about the lack of progress on Kashmir (and
the need for Mr. Bush to push India), India
wants to stress that Islamabad continues to sup-
port terrorist actions in its territory (and the
need for Mr. Bush to push Pakistan) prior to the
U.S, President’s arrival in the region,

Though the peace process has taken some
knocks in the past few weeks, it will weather
these verbal assaults. The need to eschew the
public route in India-Pakistan relations is obvi-
ous from what has happened after India’s Ba-
lochistan comment and the General’s response.

The Prime Minister and the General need to
engage directly and confidentially if the health of
the peace process is to be restored. Trading
charges will not promote peace.
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Alaplause, of the derisory slow-handclap variety, is due to

he President of Pakistan for an unfailing ability to
come up with childish, or mischievous, suggestions to
resolve the Kashmir issue every time a television camera
has him in focus. Something similar is also due to certain
Indian channels which consistently (remember The
Breakfast Show at Agra) provide him with otherwise
valuable air time to float his gas-filled balloons. Genuine
applause, this time around anyway, has been earned by the
External Affairs Ministry for losing not a minute .to
summarily and thoroughly reject General Musharraf’s
latest unguided missile. Mercifully, the Indian government

did not wait to “study the text” of Musharraf’s latest idea;
nonsense needs only cursory perusal to invite
condemnation. ‘ ,

General Musharraf’s call to pull the Indian army out of

Srinagar, Kupwara and Baramulla is no loose cannon
going off from the Pakistani President; it is as sinister as it
is calculated (and, incidentally, has been made previously
by a member of the Pakistani military establishment).
While Kupwara and Baramulla are known to be the hot-
beds of militancy, Srinagar is where most of their forays
are targeted. Moving the army to the fringes of those
urban centres would be to dismantle the counter-
insurgency grid that provides a degree of control —

_ already much of Srinagar has been handed over to the
para-military and J&K police. .
What is so sinister about the redeployment call is the
motivation: the line that it is the presence of the army that
attracts/provokes militant violence. A parallel is sought to
be drawn with the theory that if American and British
troops were withdrawn from Iraq the insurgency there
would dissipate. That theory is finding several takers in the

US and UK, clearly Musharraf hopes to tap similar
sentiments to glean support on Kashmir — after having
generally failed to convince the global community that the

-violence in the Valley is akin to the Palestinian resistance
to Israeli occupation. The call re-confirms Islamabad’s

sponsorship of militancy, how else could a quid pro quo b
offered? :

. The invitation to Manmohan Singh to watch some
cricket in Pakistan and do a little diplomacy on the
sidelines is also- “loaded”. Musharraf will use India’s
spurning that offer to suggest a lack of goodwill since he
had tried  his luck at that — ignoring the fact that he
virtually extracted that invitation from New Delhi. It also
reveals an inability to think complex issues through, as if
solving Kashmir is possible in an ODI format. Why, such
short-term strategies did not work for Musharraf is his
military avatar — a la his misadventure in Kargil. India
must go beyond its double rejection in as many days, and
send out firm signals that while it will go the extra mile to
foster better human relations and progress the bilawral

~ dialogue process, it has had enough of Musharraf’s small-
screen machin‘?iiam.' We must insist that our focus is on

the bigger pictyre.
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