Japan pitches for C Asian plpehne Y.

Tokyo: Japan wants to build a
gas pi»eline from Turkmenistan
to Pakistan and India through
Afghanistan, Japan’s top diplo-
mat said on Monday.

Foreign Minister Taro Aso ex-
pressed his country’s hopes to par-
ticipate after government minis-
ters from Japan, Uzbekistan, Kyr-
gysztan, Tajikistan and Kaza-
khstan met in Tokyo and agreed
to strengthen cooperation in fight-
ing terrorism and ensuring the
safety of regional oil supplies.

A high official of Afgh-
anistan’s government attended
Monday’s meeting as an observ-
er. “Japan suggested building
pipelines from Central Asia run-

ning through Afghanistan (to Pak-
philts!
DE sunt uul

Afghanistan’s Dadfar Spanta
(right) with Japan’s Taro Aso

istan and India) to the sea, and
Central Asian countries have ac-

cepted the suggestion. That’s why .

the Afghan official is here,” Aso,
told reporters.

No concrete plans the
pipeline have yet been drawy up,
the Ministry of Foreign Aftxirs

said in a statement.

Earlier, Aso and his counter-
parts from the four Central Asian
countries approved an action plan
calling for joint efforts to combat
drug trafficking, fight poverty, pro-
mote human rights and boost trade
in the region, the ministry said.

Central Asia, a predominant-
ly Muslim region which borders
Afghanistan, saw a spread of rad-
ical Islamic groups after the 1991
Soviet collapse.

The statement, issued after the
meeting, said ensuring the re-
gion’s stability and prosperity is
vital to preventing terrorism and

drug proliferation.' ‘

Afghanistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Dadfar Spanta also pledged to
cooperate with the five countries.
“Afghanistan will take every nec-
essary step for safety and promote
cooperation with Central Asian
countries and Japan,” he said.

Securing a stable oil supply in
Central Asia is crucial for ener-
gy-poor Japan. The meeting,
dubbed the ‘Central Asia plus
Japan Dialogue’ was the second
since August 2004.

Aso was to also set to have sep-
arate bilateral meetings with each
minister from the participating
nations to discuss regional and
bilateral issues, according to min-
istry official Keisuke Tamura. ap
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Japan to v
consult U.S.

on U.N. ,
Council seat

P.S.Suryanarayana ¥!9- i l’

SINGAPORE: Japan has indicated
its intention to consult the U.S.
on the best means to secure per-
manent membership of the
United Nations Security
Council.

Last year, Japan had joined
India, Germany, and Brazil, un-
der the rubric of

Group of Four (G-4), to press
for this status for each of them as
part of Security Council reforms,
The G-4’s move did not gain nec-
essary support during consulta-
tions among the U.N. members.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Shinzo Abe told journalists
in Tokyo on Friday that his
country was now evolving, in as-
sociation with the U.S, a draft
resolution on Security Council
expansion.

He said Japan had, therefore,
not joined the other members of
the G-4 when they “resubmit-
ted” the group’s collective draft
at the U.N. headquarters on
Thursday.

He said Japan understood the
strategy of the other three to “re-
submit” the old draft to keep the
issue in focus and gain primacy
for it over a possible counter-
draft from the African Union.
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