~ Pak depiaﬁn Suryanarayan but

Kabul tells Delhi: ISI

SHISHIRGUPTA Qf3 ~\  Suryanarayan, work-

NEW DELHI, MAY 16

DESPITE Pakistan’s denial that it
had nothing to do with the killing of
Indian engineer K Suryanarayan in
Afghanistan last month, the Hamid
Karzai government in Kabul has
communicated to New Delhi that
the Pakistani ISI was behind the en-
gineer’s murder by the Taliban.

Official sources said that the
Karzai administration, using institu-
tionalised security channels, con-
firmed the ISI hand in the killing.
New Delhi, sources said, is con-
vinced that Islamabad is trying hard
to force Indians out of Afghanistan’s
reconstruction effort.

got him killed

was killed by Mullah

ing for a Bahrain firm in Latif, a militiaman
Zabul, was abducted working for Maulvi Mo-
and beheaded by the hammed Alam Andar,
Taliban. on the orders of the ISI.
‘While New Delhi has Pakistan quickly de-
not taken up the issue nied the Taliban claim,
with Pakistan, Foreign ' saying it bad no role in
Secretary Shyam Saran the incident.
discussed the issuewith ‘ISt had him killed’ The circumstances of

R&AW chief P K
Hormese Tharakkan this month.
The matter has also been discussed
at the highest levels in the UPA gov-
ernmeny. It was decided to let the
Karzai government tackle the issue.
In an interview to Kabul's private
Tolu TV channel, a Taliban com-
mander claimed that Survanarayvan

M%O

Suryanarayan’s death
has caused considerable concern in
India which is actively engaged in
rebuilding Afghanistan ever since
the ouster of the Taliban.

In November last year, a Border
Roads Organisation driver Maniap-
pan Kutty was also m\w his
Taliban captors.
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/ ROYAL MESS § Ultra-Left protests likely to contmue

,.,»«

‘Delhi’s next Nepal step:
Get terms from Mamsts

4+ EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ~

X v\ 5
) ! NEW DELHI, APRIL 26 Q‘(‘

" ITH restoration of Par-
liament in Nepal and
the Seven Party Al-

liance choosing G P Koirala for the
prime ministership, India hopes
nothing goes wrong on two fronts
— the Maoists and the monarchy
—that may jeopardise the shift to-
wards multiparty democracy.

When the alliance begins negoti-
ations with the Maoists, India ex-
pects them to stress two key points in
the 12-point agreement between
the alliance and the Maoists for the
latter’s entry into the political main-
stream: their commitment to mul-
tiparty democracy and shunning of
violence. Only then would the new
regime get the approval of the inter-
national community. India’s under-
standing is that China would not act
differently on this.

India believes the blockade an-
nounced by the Maoists, following
the king’s announcement on
restoration of Parliament, was
based on ideological positions and
would end once constituent assem-
bly elections are announced.

This was also the position taken
by the Indian Left that mediated
in talks among the Nepalese par-
ties. CPI(M) leader Sitaram
Yechury, who floated a four-point
formula for the establishment of
multiparty democracy said Maoist
protests would continue till con-
stituent assembly elections, but
they would be peaceful.

The protests stem from anxiety
that if they lay down arms at this
stage and join the alliance, they
would be completely vulnerable in
case developments did not take
place in accordance with the agree-
ment. Their continued protests
would be to ensure that constituent
assembly elections are announced.

Yechury, who is expected to at-
tend Koirala’s swearing-in on Fri-
day, hasbeen in regular touch with
top Maoist leaders Prachanda and
Baburam Bhattarai and spoke to
them last night. While the Maoists
were keen on restoration of multi-
party democracy, they appre-
hended that it may be subverted by
the monarchy and royalists.

“This is not something to be wor-
ried about. Itis a major issue forthe
ultra-Left to join the democratic
mainstream,” Yechury said, addmg

Seven Party Alliance eaders (from eft) GP Kolrala, Madhav Kumar
Nepal, and Sher Bahadur Deuba meet In Kathmandu on Tuesday. AP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 26

INDIA will commence military
aid to Nepal only after the new
government makes a fresh assess-
ment of requirements and com-
municates them to New Delhi,

The same may not be the case
with economic aid. New Delhi is
already engaged in preparing a
comprehensive economic pack-
age for Nepal to help it tide over
the crisis brought about by
months of blockade.

Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee indicated on Tuesday
after chairing a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Political
Affairs (CCPA) here that itwould
be entirely upto the new Nepal
government to decide its military
needs after which the UPA gov-
ernment would be open to pro-
viding the required support.

Supply of military hardware
was suspended last February.

Last week, Foreign Secretary
Shyam Satan met Royal Nepal
Army (RINA) chief General Pyar
Jung Thapa in Kathmandu.
Thapa emphasised that the RNA
was a professional service and
would work under any govern-

Military aid only after
fresh assessment

. SSB on high alert

NEW DELHI: Although things are
moving in the positive directionin
Nepal, india has setin motion a
Strategy to.deal with adverse de-
velopments, if any, on the border,
The Sashastra Seema Bal(SS8) on
the Indo-Nepal border has been
puton high alert and its chief Tilak
Kak has rushed to the border to
supervise arrangements.
Cutrently, SSB has only 18 battal-
ions for the Nepal border that is
regarded inadequate. While 10
more are being raised, three re-
serve battalions and 20 CRPF and
BSF companies have been puton
standby.” ENS

ment in Nepal. King Gyanendra
recently indicated to New Delhi
to consider limited supply of cer-
tain military items since the RNA
was engaged against Maoists.
However, an internal assessment
by the Indian Army, which has
channelswith the RNA, indicated
that the RNA’s reserve supplies
would last another three-four
months. The main shortage could
be in ammunition but there was
no urgency. The RNA’s main re-
quirement is ammunition for
5.56mm India-made INSAS as-
sault rifies and 7.62mm SLRs.

democratic process, it could only
follow the election of a constituent

- assembly, While India expects the

Maoists to act polmcally, not mili-

chy’s future also depends on the
way Gyanendra conducts himself in
the coming days, The Indian under-
standmg is that the monarch may .




Now, Maoists aunch

| ' Rl
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THMANDU, June 28:
After 10 years of guerrilla
warfare, Nepal's Maoist
rebels exchanged their
guns for diplomacy. kick-
ing off international lob-
bying for their cause with
a rendezvous with Indian
ambassador to Nepal Mr
Shiv Shankar Mukherjee at
the latter's office in the
Indian Embassy here this
morning.

As Maoist Politburo
member and number two
in the party hierarchy, Dr
Baburam Bhattarai, and
party spokesman and for-
mer MP Mr Krishna
Bahadur Mahara, held a
nearly one-hour long
meeting with Mr
Mukherjee, it was the first
time that a representative
of the Indian government
officially met the Maoists,
who are still regarded as
terrorists in India for their
links with Bihar's MCC
and Andhra Pradesh’s
People’s War. :

Though, the Indian
Embassy confirmed the
meeting but remained
tight-lipped about what
had transpired, the rebel

dj)plomacy’ offensive

leadership was more
forthcoming. “The talks
took place in an armos-
phere of cordiality,” said
Mr Dinanath Sharma,
member of. the Maoist
negotiating team. “Our
party has decided to begin
a diplomatic initiative to
win the international
community's support for
our goal of a democratic
republic. We decided to
start the diplomatic initia-
tive with our closest
neighbour India.”

The guerrillas will also
meet envoys of other
countries important to
Nepal. These include the
UK, the USA, China,
Bangladesh and others.

King absent
Nepal’s Parliament mem-
bers and ministers today
took a fresh oath of office
at a function which for'the
first time marked the
absence of the King while
Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala was forced
to skip the event due to ill
health, adds PTL.

House of Representative
Speaker Mr  Subhash
Nemwang administered
the oath of office and
secrecy.



Prachanda th

Kathmandu: For the first
time, Nepal’s top Maoist leader
Prachanda has said that with-
out India’s ‘encouragement’ in
bringing the rebels and Nepal's
major political parties’ alliance
together, the popular uprising
against the King and subse-
quent peace talks would not
have been possible.

“With the positive help from
India, the 12-point agreement
between the seven-party al-
liance and the Maoists was
made possible,” Prachanda said
in an interview.

Prachanda was speaking in
a wide-ranging magazine in-
terview in which he seemed to
show a partly pragmatic, part-
1y hardline view of Nepal’s fu-
ture. He said he did not believe
in a parliamentary republic,
but did not elaborate on what
system of government he
would prefer.

“The joint movement would
not have been possible if for-
eign powers, especially India,
had not encouraged him to do
something” against the King's
rule, he said referring to the
mass movement against King
Gyanendra forcing him to re-
instate the dissolved parlia-

¢ ment and hand over executive

M

ail

” { V\ v" y 5

power to the seven-party al-
liance. Earlier, contrary to me-
dia reports, Maoists said that
India had no role to play in
bringing them and the alliance
together in reaching the 12-
point understanding.
India had no official role in
last November’s talks between
the Maoists and what was then
Nepal’s opposition parties held
in Delhi during King Gyanen-
dra’s absolute rule. But
Prachanda now says India had
long been urging the Maoists
and Nepal parties to do some-
thing jointly; and that without
this they probably would not
have made common cause.

/4

JJ)\

“King Gyanendra also had
arole, anegative role, in bring-
ing the Maoists and the parties
together. The negative attitude
of the monarch pushed the two
sides to come together,” he
claimed. However, he said there
will be an ‘October revolution’
by the Maoists if the talks fi-
nally fail.

Prachanda alleged that in-
ternational power centres were
conspiring against the govern-
ment and Maoist talks. “Idon’t
think that international power
centres are in favour of giving
a forward looking outlet to the
crisis by successfully conclud-
ing the talks,” he said without

anks India for peace

reached between
the seven-party
alliance of Nepal
and the Maoists
was made
possible with the
help from India &

Prachanda | MaoIST cHIEF

naming any country. Also, “af-
ter the royal palace massacre
of June 1, 2001, there is no rel-
evance of the king and the
monarchy,” he said. He also did
not favour a parliamentary re-
public prevalent in other dem-
ocratic countries.

Prachanda said everybody
in Nepal should be given five
years military training. But he
also spoke of freeing up new
resources for development by
cutting the government and
Maoist armies right back and
by abolishing the monarchy—
although, as before, he said the
monarchy could remain if the
people so voted. agencies
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Questions raised over state visit by an interim PM

Rush tag on Koirala trip

TAPAN KUMAR BOSE

Kathmandu, June 6: Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koira-
1a’s four-day official visit to
India, which began today, has
raised several questions.

Several people in the Nep-
alese capital feel that Koirala’s
visit to India has been fixed in
a hurry, particularly as Dethi
is yet to formally accept or de-
clare its support to the procla-
mation of the restored house
of representatives.

As Som Niroula, an accou-
ntant and a human rights act-
ivist, said: “Koiralaji is the he-
ad of an interim government
created by a parliament which
is to be dissolved and a new
constitution is to be framed by
a constituent assembly.” At
this stage, he felt, the Prime
Minister should not be going
out on state visits.

Subodh Pyakurel, the chai-
rperson of the Informal Sector
Service Centre, said: “The le-
gal status of the restored parli-
ament is unclear. It was revi-
ved by the king at the last mo-
ment and immediately accept-
ed by the Seven-Party Allia-
nce. The CPN (Maoist) has ex-
pressed its reservations about
the alliance projecting this
house of representatives as
the regular parliament.”

Apart from these questions
on the streets, there were also
rumbles of dissatisfaction
expressed by Koirala's coali-
tion partners and the CPN
(Maoist).

Most of the coalition part-
ners wanted to be assured that
during his visit, Koirala would
not agree to anything that wo-
uld kick off controversy or co-
mpromise “national interest”.

R

Koirala with Singh in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Picture by Rajesh Kumar

During a lengthy all-party
meeting at his house yester-
day, Madhav Kumar Nepal, the
general secretary of the CPN
(UML), told reporters: “The
Prime Minister assured us th-
at he would not sign any deal
that is controversial or agai-
nst national iaterest.”

Narayan Man Bijukche, of
the Nepal Workers and Peas-
ants Party, aad Amrik Sher-
chan, the president of the Jan-
amorcha Nepal, were also pre-
sent at the press briefing by
Madhav Nepal.

According to sources,
Koirala is going to India to
ask for budgetary support and

development.

Finance minister Ram Sh-
aran Mahat said Koirala's “wi-
shlist” consists of an aid pack-
age worth Rs 468.75 crore
(around $104 million) for the
next five years.

But will the visit be witho-
ut controversy? During the
days of “democracy”, every
visit by Nepalese Prime Minis-
ters to India was marked by
the treaties they signed.

Most of the controversies
raged around the Indo-Nepal
treaties on hydroelectric proj-
ects. Whether it was the Karn-
ali or the Mahakali project,
the agreements were hotly de-

Ty~

bated on the floor of the house
of representatives and the Pr-
1me Ministers — from Koirala
and Manmohan Adhikary to
Sher Bahadur Deuba — were
all accused of having sold out
Nepal’s waters and power-gen-
erating capacity for a pittance.

It seems that apart from
budgetary support, Koirala
will try to secure Indian assis-
tance in the hydropower, road
and aviation sectors. Accord-
ing to reports here, during bi-
lateral negotiations he will try
to obtain “special Indian assis-
tance for at least one of the th-
ree mega hydropower projects
— the 600-mw Budigandaki.
the 400-mw Arun III and the
300-mw Upper Karnali”. \

The CPN (Maoist) has alre-
ady made its position clear. Di-
na Nath Sharma, a member of
the CPN (Maoist) peace talks
team, has said: “The current
government does not have the
mandate to take decisions on
nationally important issues.”

Speaking at a function at
the Reporter’s Club yesterday,
Sharma said: “It should be a
purely goodwill visit. Political
problems should be resolved
before economic package.”

If Madan Regmi, a well-kn-
own columnist, is any indicat-
or of the popular apprehensi-
on, then perhaps the denizens
should take note.

Regmi wrote in The Kath-
mandu Post (May 23): “Let us
assume for the time being that
Delhi this time is not after
exploiting Nepal as it did in
1950 and 1990 which changed
Nepal’s political system but
served India’s interest instead
of Nepal’s. (The) Koshi, Gan-
daki, Mahakali river accords
areexamples.”
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India pledges
aid to Nepal

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH], June 7: When
the Nepal PM leaves Indian
soil on Saturday, his bag-
gage will certainly be heav-
ier with a large package of
Indian assistance, which
will include not just bud-
getary support but also
large-scale infrastructure
projects.

Dr Manmohan Singh
today assured Mr GP
Koirala of India’s “utmost
importance to and imme-
diate consideration” of the
requirements of the
Himalayan nation outlined
by the premier.

On his first foreign trip
since taking over as PM, Mr
Koirala started the sub-
stantial part of his Indian
journey today with a meet-
ing with Dr Singh at 7 Race
Course Road. It began with

Dr Manmohan Singh with Mr GP Koirala. @ AFP

one-on-one talks lasting
about 40 minutes, followed
by delegation-level talks.
External affairs ministry
spokesperson Mr Navtej
Sarna said Mr Koirala
informed the Indian side
about the “serious eco-
nomic situation” in Nepal
due to months of turmoil
and requested Indian
assistance to meet its
immediate and long-term
needs. Interestingly, the
Nepalese government did
not make any formal
request for resuming mili-
tary supplies by India.
-“The PM also confirmed
that India is deeply com-
mitted to several large pro-
jects in the social and infra-
structure sectors such as
roads, bridges, railway
linkages and ongoing pro-
jects will be pursued with . -
renewed vigour.” e

v
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Political leaders meet Koirala

Assure India’s support for establishing a secular, democratic Nepal

in New Delhi on Thursday. - PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Members of the Nepal
Solidarity Committee on Thurs-
day called on Nepal Prime Min-
ister Girija Prasad Koirala here
and assured him of the support
of the people of India for estab-
lishing a secular, modern and
democratic Nepal.

The delegation, which includ-
ed leaders of the Left parties, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal and the Na-
tionalist Congress
counted the stro

09 Jun ‘uis

en-party alliance in the restora-
tion of democracy and in
opening a dialogue with the
Maoists.

Communist Party of India na-
tional secretary D. Raja said Mr.
Koirala informed the delegation
of the road map drawn by the
political parties leading to an in-
terim government.

Besides Mr. Raja, the dele-
gates included D.P. Tripathi
(NCP), Ajit Singh (RLD), Abani
Roy (RSP), Debabrata Biswas
and G. Devarajan (AIFB).

Bharatiya Janata Party presi-
dent Rajnath Singh also paid a
courtesy call on Mr. Koirala. The

THE HINDU

OURTESY CALL: Nepal Prime Minister Gir{jja Prasad Koirala with Congress presiden Sonia Gandhi at her residence

party said it always stood for
close relations with Nepal and
improving the age-old cultural
ties. Mr. Rajnath Singh conveyed
to the Nepal Prime Minister the
desire of the party to promote
these bonds. Mr. Koirala ex-
plained to the BJP chief the cur-
rent political situation in his
country.

Expresses concern

The party said Mr. Rajnath
Singh expressed concern about
the recent changes in Nepal,
with particular reference to the
participation of the Maoists in
mainstream politics and the role

of monarch as a ceremonial
entity.

The BJP chief said the chang-
es being contemplated should
not result in any dilution of the
unique cultural identity of Ne-
pal. Some anti-India forces,
which were intending to use Ne-
pal as their platform, should be
discouraged, he said.

Calls on Sonia

Later, Mr. Koirala, along with
his Ministers, called on Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi
and exchapged views on the
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/3 lndla ready to lift arms
~ embargo on Nepal
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i New Delhi: Stopping the weapons sup-
i ply to Nepal after King Gyanendra
: grabbed absolute power in February ‘05,
i India now appears ready to lift the arm
i curbs but only after the Koirala gov-
: ernment makes a special request for it.

New Delhi, incidentally, has also

waived all outstanding debts of the Hi-

i malayan kingdom on arms purchases.

Though Pranab Mukherjee did not
talk about resumption of arms supply,
the defence minister on Friday gave an
indication that the defence relationship
was firmly on track once again. He said
India and Nepal had “sorted out” all
their outstanding defence cooperation
issues during talks with visiting
Nepalese PM Girija Prasad Koirala.

‘“All issues relating to defence coop-
eration have been sorted out. Very soon,

i our defence cooperation group, the joint

i consultative committee, which is an in-
i stitutional arrangement, will be meet-
i ingand they will be discussing how to
: expand the areas of cooperation,” said
i Mukherjee.

Welcoming the Nepalese parlia-

{ ment’s reinstatement after 15 months
i of rule by Gyanendra, Mukherjee ex-
i pressed hope that talks between the
: Koirala government and the Maoists in
i the Himalayan kingdom would be suc-
: cessful. “We hope they will find an am-
i icable solution,” he said.

The “close relationship’’ between

{ the 1.2-million Indian Army and the
i 80,000 Nepalese Army had gone for a
i toss when Gyanendra had taken over

HOMF™34ING: Nepal Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala being welcomed by
people at Kathmandu airport after his arrival from India on Friday

“concessional rates”.
In May ’05, the government had par-
tially lifted the embargo but only for :
“non-lethal supplies” like bullet-proof
jackets, hand-held thermal imagers and
night vision devices. :

last year, forcing India to impose an
arms embargo. Till then, India had giv-
en military aid worth Rs 375 crore to
Nepal in form of automatic rifles, ma-
chine guns, mortars, mines, mine-pro-
tected vehicles and even choppers at
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India offers fina

‘\l
nEAL DEKE O{ \‘ DAMAK (Nepal)/ SILIGURI !;
DEKHO (\( THOU_GH the outcome of the

INDIA TO RELEASE
. 150 Mepalese Maoists,
| Moye To Strengthen
 Kojrala Gowt's Refation

Debasis Sarkar

meeting between the Indian

Prime Minister and his Nepali
counterpart was far below the latter’s
expectations, the financial assistance
agreed upon by the two has made the
Nepali administrators happy.

India took a soft stand on GP
Koirala’s request to release the 150
Maoist leaders, languishing in Indian
prisons. This move is expected to
strengthen the Koirala government’s
relationship with the Maoists at
home. “Indian government has
agreed to release around 150
Nepalese Maoists soon and it will also

cial help to Nepal

! upport the UN role in momtonng

S \/S

Y the constituent Assembly elections,”
said a senior Nepal administrative of-
ficial on Friday. However, West Ben-
gal State Intelligence or authorities of
jails, where Maoists leaders are im-
prisoned, are yet to receive any infor-
mation from higher officials. New
Dethi has also decided to write off
debts worth Rs 150 crore from
Nepalese defence ministry, which has
been receiving military assistance
from India since 1964.

However, quoting defence minis-
ter Mr Pranab Mukherjee, Indian
Army Eastern Command officials
said: “India is not likely to provide
any immediate military assistance to
Nepal but ajoint task force may come

0 asses the situation and to advise
thk government on possible future
action in this regard.”

India agreed to extend direct budg-
etary assistance of Rs 100 crore and
incregse its annual Budget outlays for
Nepal from existing Rs 65 crore to Rs
150 crore. A soft loan of around Rs
470 crore was also granted. However,
Mr Koirala’s long “wish list” had a to-
tal INR value of around Rs 4700 crore
for the next five years.India has also
agreed to defer the recovery of
around INR 500 crore overdue from
Nepal Oil Corporation, to provide fi-
nancial support for the 1,500-km
Hulaki highway, Budhi Gandaki hy-
droelectricity project and the East-
West Railways.

*'BJP’s Hindu stand irks N epal parties

Debasis Sarkar
""" DAMAK (Nepal)/SILIGURI
HE political forces and the Maoists in
Nepal have criticised the BJP's interest
to see Nepal as the world’s only Hindu
country instead of a secular one.

Like the Maoists in Nepal, the Congress and
the Left in India are in favour of seeing the
future Himalayan Kingdom as a secular coun-
try. But the BJP wants Nepal to continue as a
‘Hindu country’.

“We don’t care what the BJP says,” said a
senior Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)
leader on Friday. “It is now more important to
regain political and financial stability in which
the label of a ‘Hindu country’ is not going to
helpinany way,” he said.

The same was echoed by several other polit-
ical personalities. Iterating what BJP chief Raj-
nath Singh said on Thursday, LK Advani said
he favoured Nepal's ‘Hindu’ name while talk-

-t Parties
"5 yee The
iy As
Sec st Country

ing to reporters on Friday at Delhi. Earlier, he

met the visiting Nepal premier GP Koirala.
The BJP leaders in West Bengal said: “Our

leaders have expressed our concemns over

Nepal's decision to become a secular nation. Mr
Koirala was requested to ensure preservation
of unique cultural and sodial identity of Nepal
as Hindu country for its future development.”

Of the 2.7 lakh population of Nepal, 80.6%
follow Hinduism, 10.7% Buddhism and 4.2%
are Muslims.Nepal’s initiative to leave the
crown of world’s only Hindu country and be-
coming ‘secular’ could not be a palatable exter-
nalissue to the BJP.

Crippled with internal conflict that dlaimed
around 13,000 lives, majority of Nepalese
want to see the country as a secular and politi-
cally or financially stable first. .

Eventually, that has made the name ‘Hin
secondary to the Koirala government desper-
ate to ensure financial back-ups and assistgnces
from neighbour India.

Hm nag
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hile there is nothing new in India providing
TT financial and other forms of assistance to Ne-

pal, the announcement of a Rs.1000 crore aid
package during the recent visit of Prime Minis-
ter Girija Prasad Koirala is significant. Apart from offering
economic benefits to the people of the neighbouring coun-
try, the move signals strong support for the political trans-
formation they have launched with a remarkable unity of
purpose. Implicit in India’s ‘no-strings’ offer is the promise
that it will not try to influence the process of change. The
Manmohan Singh Government would also do well to oppose
all external intervention in Nepal’s internal affairs. That Mr.
Koirala chose India as the primary source of assistance is a
tribute to an extremely close longstanding relationship. The
aid package reflects a desire to help Nepal overcome its most
pressing economic difficulties with a one-time grant of
Rs.100 crore to infuse buoyancy into its budget. The Koirala
Government faces a difficult fiscal situation as it tries to cope
with the fallout of months, if not years, of political turmoil. A
soft credit line of about Rs.500 crore has been offered for
infrastructure projects; Kathmandu will be free to set the
priorities of utilising this amount. The annual allocations for
the ‘Aid to Nepal’ scheme will be enhanced from Rs.65 crore
to Rs.150 crore; dues outstanding on defence purchases
waived; 25,000 tonnes of fertilizer provided at subsidised
prices; goods manufactured in Nepal exempted from the
four per cent additional customs duty; and the release of all
funds under the Duty Refund Procedure Scheme expedited.
India has promised to speed up work on all infrastructure
projects and the two governments are to identify further
areas of cooperation.

New Delhi might have faced few problems in deciding on
its response to Kathmandu’s requests for financial assist-
ance. It needs now, more than ever, to display sensitivity and
a sure touch as the Koirala Government and the Maoists
move on to the next stages of a challenging political trans-
formation. The two sides are currently considering a ‘code of
conduct’ that will control the behaviour of Nepal’s regular
forces as well as the People’s Liberation Army. Once dis-
cussions begin on the modalities of a permanent ceasefire,
tough questions are likely to arise about the nature of the
monitoring mechanism to be put in place. India may have to
strike a delicate balance between its traditional opposition
to intervention by extra-regional forces in Nepal's affairs
and the need to address the practical issues as they arise.
While all major political forces in Nepal have agreed to hold
elections to a constituent assembly, this process might take
as long as a year to unfold. That should provide New Dethi
enough time to make up its mind on the forms of assistance
it can provide during this period of momentous political
change. With the abolition of the ‘King in Parliament’ con-
cept, including his veto on laws, Nepal is on the fast track to
becoming a republic. Republican India should have abso-
lutely no problems with this.

THE Hinpy
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in Fiji elections % «
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First day of week-long pollmq peaceful in the island nation r)\>

SUVA (FLJI): Voting started on Sat-
urday in racially-divided Fiji’s
week-long elections with the
ethnic Indian Fijian Labour Par-
ty bidding to regain the power it
has twice lost in indigenous na-
tionalist coups.

The parliamentary elections
began peacefully, although the
start was delayed in many areas
with voting papers failing to re-
ach many polling centres in
time, officials said,

Nearly 480,000 voters are
registered to vote in the second
election held since the South Pa-
cific country’s first ethnic Indian
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry was deposed in a coup
in 2000.

Prime Minister Laisenia Qa-

rase, who hag’led the country
since being-4ppointed in the af-

. N ly 480,000

to vote

. éarm confident of
returning to power

. Iension petween military,
Sovernment persists

termath of the coup and was re-
elected in 2001 elections, was
confident of returning to power.

“I am very confident of a victo-
ry. I will secure a reasonable
working majority,” Mr. Qarase
said after voting in Suva.

Mr. Qarase’s United Fiji Party
(SDL) has also been under fire
from the country’s military
Commander Vorege Bainimara-
ma over plans to offer amnesties

to those involved in the 2000
coup. While Mr, Qarase and his
wife were whisked into the Suva
Civic Centre to cast their votes, a
relaxed Commander Bainimara-
ma and his family waited pa-
tiently in line outside for about
three hours to vote.

The two did not exchange
greetings and after voting. Mr.
Qarase insisted the confronta-
tion between the Government
and military would be ended.

“The tension is still there but
we are determined to resolve it
when we get back after the gen-
eral election,” Mr. Qarase said,
declining to say how he intended
to end the stand-off.

Over 1,000 police personn
have been deployed to ensyfe
security but no troul le w X-
pected, police said. —




!

| SUVA (FWI): Fiji’s election super-
visor on Sunday on took respon-
sibility for long delays and other
problems at voting stations on

] the first day of the week-long
elections dominated by ethnic
! tensions and a dispute between

‘ the military chief and the Prime
Minister.

Polling booths were closed as
scheduled on Sunday in the
strongly Christian country, and
voting would resume on Monday
in the one-third of the nation’s
300 far-flung islands that are in-
habited.

On Saturday, the first day of
voting, thousands of people
waited for hours and others were
turned away from several poll-

ing stations — most in the cap-
ital, Suva — because ballot
papers and electoral rolls had
not arrived on time, election of-
ficials said.

Election Supervisor Semesa
Karavaki said affected stations
were kept open after the sched-
uled 5 p.m. closing time to make
up for lost time.

The contest to fill 71 parlia-
mentary seats and elect a Prime
Minister is a test of this former
British colony’s democracy,
which has weathered three
coups in the past decade and re-
mains split by tensions between
the indigenous Fijian majority
and the large ethnic Indian mi-
nority. — AP

o W

Commander of Fiji Military Forces Commodore
Frank Bainimarama (right), stands in line waiting
to cast his vote in the general election in Suva,
Fiji, on Saturday. - PHOTO: AP
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inciting miifiny

Suva: A former Fiji prime min-
ister and coup instigator ap-
peared in court on Friday to
face charges of inciting a 2000
military mutiny in which eight
soldiers were killed, as voting
continued in racially-
charged parliamen-
tary elections.
Military strongman
Sitiveni Rabuka en-
tered no plea when he
appeared in a Suva
court on Friday and he
was released on bail to
appear again on June 30. He was
arrested and charged late Thurs-
day on his return from India
where he had knee surgery. .
Rabuka was alleged to have
incited a former senior military
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Vil-
iame Seruvakula to oust mili-
tary commander Vorege Bain-
imarama, who still leads the
armed forces, Fijian media re-
ports said. Bail was set at $580
and Rabuka was ordered to sur-

render his passport, refrain
from interfering with witness-
es and report regularly to the
police. Rabuka has previously
been linked to the unsuccessful
Nov 2 military mutiny at Fiji’s
military headquarters,
the Queen Elizabeth
Barracks, which oc-
curred in the wake of
the May 2000 coup.
Rabuka was seen in-
side the barracks dur-
ing the uprising, which
: forced Bainimarama to
ﬂee for his life.

In 1987 Rabuka led two mili-
tary coups, the first of which de-
posed the government of the
ethnic-Indian dominated Fijian
Labour Party. He later served
as PM of a democratically-elect-
ed government between 1992 and
1999, when the Labour Party’s
Mahendra Chaudhry became
Fiji’s first ethnic Indian prime
minister. Chaudhry was deposed
in a coup a year later. arp
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“divisive polls

Suva: Fiji’s Prime Minister
Laisenia Qarase claimed vic-
tory on Wednesday for his gov-
erning United Fiji Party (SDL)
following racially-charged gen-
eral elections in the South Pa-
cific island nation.

He also promised to end a
damaging stand-off with the
country’s military leader over
plans to offer amnesties to the
plotters of a 2000 coup which
deposed the country’s first eth-
nic Indian prime
minister Mahen-
dra Chaudhry.
“The SDL party
and my colleagues
feel honoured and
privileged to be
the government of
the day for the
next five years,’

Qarase said on La|sema Qarase .

dependents. “I don’t think one
can say conclusively at this
point that Mr Qarase will form
the government,” he said.

Of the 71 seats in parlia-
ment, 23 are reserved for in-
digenous Fijians, 19 for Indo-
Fijians, four for minority eth-
nic groups and 25 seats are
open to all ethnic groups. Race
is a central issue in Fijian life,
with indigenous Fijians mak-
ing up around 55 percent of the
country’s popula-
tion of 900,000, :
while less than 40
percent are eth-
nic Indians.

Voting results
showed a clear
polarisation be-
tween the two
ethnic groups.
The SDL won all

commercial radio.
“We will have a working ma-
jority and that is good enough.”

Qarase, 65, was first ap-
pointed to lead an interim gov-
ernment in 2000 following the
ouster of Chaudhry, whose Fi-
jian Labour Party had been
running neck-and-neck with
the SDL following the week-
long election.

Official figures showed the
SDL had 34 of 71 parliamentary
seats by Wednesday evening
and Qarase said he had the
support of independent law-
makers—enough to secure a
parliamentary majority.

Five seats remained to be
counted, with Chaudhry’s In-
dian-dominated party holding
28 seats and support from two
successful candidates from a
minor party. Chaudhry re-
fused to concede defeat until
all results were in and said he
was also talking to the two in-

the seats reserved
for indigenous Fijians while
Labour had a clean sweep of
all 19 Indo-Fijian seats. “In this
election, race is a very promi-
nent factor so we really have
to confront this problem,”
Qarase told reporters. “But the
point is that you cannot rec-
oncile the differences in a
short period of time. It will
take generations.”

Voters faced an uncom-
fortable choice between a
Labour Party ousted by coups
both times it was elected and
Qarase’s ruling party, which
has been in open conflict with
military leader Vorege Baini-
marama over the coup :
amnesty plan. Bainimarama |
has previously threatened to :
oust the government if the i
amnesty legislation is passed. :

Qarase said he believed pre- :
vious widespread opposition :
to the plan would dissipate. arp :
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Oarase sworn in Fiii

Fiji Prime Minister

\A\Y -
Seven Cabinet posts\offered to Opposmon Labour party 9{‘@"

P.S. Suryanarayana . Q- \'7
SINGAPORE: Laisenia Qarase was
sworn in on Thursday as Fiji’s
Prime Minister for a second
term following the general elec-
tions in the south Pacific nation.

Mr. Qarase was sworn in on
the basis that he could command
the support of at least 37 of the
71 members in the new Parlia-
ment.

Earlier, Mr. Qarase, in his ca-
pacity as the caretaker Prime
Minister, had said his Soqosoqo
Duavata Ni Lewenivanua party
(SDL) would be able to form the
government on the basis of “a
marginal difference” of poll vic-
tory over the Fiji Labour Party
(FLP).

As the poll results poured in,
FLP deputy leader Poseci Bune
said he would be “ready” to be-
come the Prime Minister if his
party secured a parliamentary
majority.

Mr. Bune’s comment followed
FLP leader Mahendra Chaud-
hry’s statement that the issue of
prime ministerial candidacy
would be decided by a “caucus.”

Given the close contest in the
general election, the political
equations between the majority
of native Fijians and the large
minority of ethnic Indians, now
estimated at around 44 per cent,
would require to be fine-tuned,
according to regional diplomats
and observers.

AP reports:

Mr. Qarase took his oath of

AT THE HELM AGAIN: Fjjian Prime Minister Laisenia
Qarase addresses reporters after being sworn in for a
second term, in Suva on Thursday. - PHOTO: AP

office at Government House in
the capital, Suva. Mr. Qarase said
he also had secured written com-
mitments of support from two

independent lawmakers, which
would give him a majority of 38
seats. “I do command the re-
spect, loyalty and support of a

Military chief talks tough

SUVA (FIJI): Fiji faces the
prospect of further political
instability after the South
Pacific country’s military
leader warned he is ready to
battle the re-elected
Government of Prime
Minister Laisenia Qarase.

—
i

Commander Voreqge
Bainimarama said the armed
forces would not tolerate any
anti-military moves by the 1
Government.
“If that is the message of

Qarase, we will fight them all
the way” he said. — AFP j

o e

majority of membeérs of the low-
er House of Representatives,”
Mr. Qarase said before the cere-
mony in the colonial-era man-
sion overlooking Suva harbour.
He was sworn in by President
Ratu Josefa Iloilo.

Mr. Qarase said he expects to
swear in a new Cabinet on Mon-
day and would offer seven Cabi-
net posts to the Labour Party, in
line with the country’s Constitu-
tion which says any party gain-
ing more than 10 per cent of the
vote should be offered Cabinet
positions.

Three coups

The SDL will have 10 Cabinet
posts and the two independent
lawmakers each will also be in
the Cabinet.

Fiji, a South Pacific nation of
about 900,000 people spread
over 110 inhabited islands 3,000
km northeast of Sydney, Austra-
lia, has been rocked by three
coups since 1987 and there are
fears the latest elections could
trigger another.

Indigenous Fijians make up a
small majority of the population
but in recent years nationalists
have become increasingly bitter
at what they see as the dispro-
portionate political and eco-
nomic clout wielded by a
minority of Fijians — such as Mr.
Chaudhry — descended from In-
dians whose ancestors were im-
ported by British colonialists to
work in sugar cane p]antatlom
— AP, AFP N
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Taliban sets deadline to kill hostage

Saran rejects demand for pullout of Indian citizens from Afghanistan

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Taliban have
threatened to execute K. Su-
ryanarayana, an Indian national
kidnapped in Afghanistan on
Friday, by Sunday evening, if
New Delhi does not pull its citi-
zens out of the troubled nation
before this deadline.

Mr. Suryanarayana, who
works for Al Moyaed, a Bahrain-
based engineering company, was
kidnapped with his Afghan driv-
er while driving towards Qalat,
capital of Zabul province, in Af-
ghanistan. Al Moyaed is execut-
ing a project for Roshan
Telecom, an Afghan mobile
phone service provider.

A Reuters report from Af-
I ghanistan  quoted  Taliban

17 [Rel RIS

spokesman Qari Mohammad
Yusuf as saying, “If India does
not pull out all its nationals
working in Afghanistan by 1900
hours IST tomorrow [Sunday],
we’re going to kill him.” Mr.
Yousuf claimed that Mr. Suryan-
arayana was an American spy.
In astatement, Foreign Secre-
tary Shyam Saran rejected the
Taliban demand that India pull
its citizens out from Afghanis-
tan. “Our presence in that coun-
try is to promote the welfare of
the people of Afghanistan and
the vast majority of the Afghan
people have welcomed Indians
working in their midst as their
friends and well-wishers. We
wish to assure the Government
and people of Afghanistan that
India stands by them and will

continue to fulfil its solemn
commitments to Afghanistan’s
development,” he said.

Mr. Saran said that India was
in touch with the Afghan author-
ities to ascertain whether this
message setting the deadline
was actually from those respon-
sible for Mr. Suryanarayana’s
kidnapping.

“Despite this message, we
have intensified our efforts to
seek the early and safe release of
[Mr.] Suryanarayana so that he
can be reunited with his family.
Our Ambassador is in constant
touch with the Afghan National
Security Adviser and other se-
nior officials as also the employ-
ers of [Mr.] Suryanarayana ...,”
he said.

“We have also contacted the

THE HINC Y
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international security forces de-
ployed in the Zabul arga, where
the kidnapping took plac ,-We
would like to assure . a-
rayana’s family that no'sténe is,
being left unturned to obtain his
release. We share thnrp? : and’
grief and their anxiety and.will -
continue with our efforts. using *
all the resources at hand,” Mr.
Saran said. :
In a related development,
Cabinet Secretary B.K. Chatur-
vedi met senior officials to re-
view the situation arising out of
the kidnapping in Afghanistan.
It may be recalled that Ma-
niappan Raman Kutty, an em-
ployee of the Border Roads
Organisation, was- kidna
and killed by the Talib
vember 2005, 7 .
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~Karzai, PM meet today,
will swap notes on working

4%
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AS Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and visiting President of
Afghanistan Hamid Karzai focus on re-
gional security in their talks tomorrow,
Pakistan will inevitably loom large.

Whether it is in rooting out the Tal-

iban and the al-Qaeda, whose resur-
gence threatens the Afghan political
future, or curbing the Kashmir mili-
tants operating from Pakistani soil,
Karzai and Singh would have a lot of
notes to exchange on where President
Musharraf’s policies are headed.

The strategic challenge before
Singh and Karzai, however, isto find a
way of drawing Musharraf into a mutu-
ally beneficial framework of regional
cooperation. A simple way of launch-
ing itwould be an early three-way sum-
mit meeting between the leaders.

Amidst rising political discord be~
tween Afghanistan and Pakistan and
growing worries in Islamabad about
expanding ties between New Delhi
and Kabul, the idea of a triangular
summit might seem outlandish.

Yet, the three leaders are con-

}%ronted with the
tension between
_the economic im-
peratives of re-
gional geography
and the traditional
Pakistani search for
influence across its
boundaries in India
and Afghanistan.

The decision by the SAARC at the
Dhaka summit last November to ad-
mit Kabul as a full member of the or-
ganisation has initiated the process of
integrating Afghanistan into South
Asia andits incipient free trade zone.

The new US perspective on restoring
the traditional economic and strategic
links between Afghanistan and Central
Asia on the one hand and the sub-conti-
nent on the other is reflected in the US
State Department’s decision to regroup
the regions into a single bureau.

Even more significantly, the Bush
Administration has welcomed India’s
growing economic profile in
Afghanistan and is encouraging New
Delhi to undertake greater political re-
sponsibilities in maintaining peace and
stability in Afghanistan. i

with General, hls poI\cles

CRAJAMOHAN -

In New Delhi
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Pranab to
gift fast
attack craft

to Maldwes _

{

.~ [

India to contmue with maritime

diplomacy

Sandeep Dikshit

MALE: Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee arrives here on Sat-

urday to continue with India's ’

endeavour to build closer ties
with its neighbours through
non-traditional diplomacy.

The Minister will gift an in-
digenously built fast attack craft
(FAC) to the multiisland nation
to help it better secure its coastal
waters.

Mr. Mukherjee will continue
with the steps taken by the For-
eign Office and the Defence Min-
istry to assist the smaller
neighbours in guarding their ex-
clusive economic zones against
smugglers and potential terror-
ists and even in warding off the
threat to their political struc-
ture. In the late 1980s Indian
troops carried out ‘Operation
Cactus’ to quell a coup against
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, who
is still the President of Maldives.

1,192 islands

Lying in isolation, approxi-
mately 600 km southwest of Sri
Lanka, Maldives requires multi-

oot )"

purpose but light military plat-
forms to send a signal to
potential troublemakers as well

.as keep an eye on the vast coast

surrounding its 1,192 islands, of
which only 200 are inhabited.
India’s maritime diplomacy is a
step in that direction. The Goa
Shipyard-built INS Tillanchan
(named after an island in the Ni-
cobar group of islands) can carry
out surveillance and detect hos-
tile craft. Its efficacy has im-
proved with its ability to induct
and de-induct special forces of
up to 35 personnel, despatching
two on-board high-speed boats
for operational and high-speed
tasks.

A reverse osmosis plant and
adequate food and fuel storage
capacity keep it on prolonged
deployments away from the
home port.

To be re-named Huravee
(meaning belonging to the Mal-
divian island of Hura), the ship
cut its teeth during five years of
deployment with the Defence
Ministry’s integrated military
command in Andaman and Ni-

cobar. /
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India hails
Gyanendra
gesturet;, "

Statesman News Service

VL
NEW DELHI, \(\pril 21:
India has welcomed the
Nepal monarch’s “inten-
tion” to transfer execu-
tive powers to the seven-
party alliance.

The offer was made a
day after the PM’s special
envoy, Dr Karan Singh,
had indicated that the
King would be making
“some announcement”,

“This action by the
King, who has reaffirmed
his commitment to mul-
tiparty democracy and
constitutional monarchy,
should now pave the way
for the restoration of
political stability and
economic recovery of the
country,” said a state-
ment released by the
external affairs ministry.

The statement also
mentions  that  the
Nepalese people had to
undergo acute suffering
and economic hardship
during the past several
months, but had kept
their faith in democracy
and freedom. “They
deserve our respect and
admiration,” it said,
adding that India hoped
their aspirations could
now be met by “enabling
them to enjoy their rights
through a democratic
electoral exercise free
from the threat of
violence”.
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Payment byh/@ Y
. N
Indian farmers
not for water: V¢
Bhutan official

Sangay Dorji, Dzongdag (Dis-
trict Commissioner), Samdrup
Jongkhar, Bhutan, writes:

Please refer to the article, “In-
dian farmers paying tax to Bhu-
tan” (The Hindu, March 19,
2006) wherein it was mentioned
that Indian farmers have been
paying taxes to the Royal Gov-
ernment of Bhutan for using wa-
ter from rivers flowing from the
Himalayan Kingdom into India
to irrigate their paddy fields. In
this connection, we would like to
clarify that the payment made by
the Indian farmers is not for wa-
ter but for the construction of
reservoirs, storage and con-
veyance structures of water
within the Bhutanese territory,
namely a ‘Water Guide Bund
Rent’ and not a tax.

Hence, it may be informed
that Water Guide Bund Rent
charged was for the land occu-
pied by the wide and lengthy
channels, big reservoirs and
pipes of various sizes taken
through towns and cultivated
land deep inside the Bhutanese
territory.

Further, these reservoirs and
irrigation channels often burst
and the overflow water causes
great damage to the land and the
standing crops inside the Bhuta-
nese territory during the
monsoon. :

However, in view of the im-
portance of water to our neigh-
bours in Assam, India, and the
excellent relations between our
two peoples, neither the affected
owners nor the authorities in
Bhutan have made them an
issue.
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*» Nepal gets back
‘llfelme fmm India

Sudeshna Sarkar k} ‘C
in Kathmandu

March 31. — Aftér\xnount~
ing tension for three
months, Nepal got back its
“lifeline” with the renewal
of the transit treaty with
India, key pact that allows
the land-locked Himalayan
nation to trade with third
countries through Indian
soil. The India-Nepal tran-
sit treaty, which was to
expire next week, was given
a news lcase in life for
another seven years when
the commerce secretaries
of both India and Nepal
signed an agreement in
Kathmandu yesterday. The
treaty, that is the corner-

stone of over 90 per cent of .

Nepal’s third-country
trade, had last been
renewed in 1999. When the
time came for renewal this
January, instead of being
automatically extended for
another seven years, it was
extended for just three
months as India and Nepal

ran into differences over
the number of transit
points.

However, the differences
were ironed out with both
sides agreeing that Nepal,
that uses 22 points for bilat-
eral trade with India, would
use 15 points for third-
country trade through
India. However, “sensitive”
goods would be routed
through only seven points —
via Kakarbhitta,
Biratnagar, Birgunj,
Bhairahawa, Nepalgunj,
and the Birgunj dry port to
Kolkata and then to the
Haldia port. India will
allow Nepali goods to go
from one part of Nepal to
another via Indian territory
and vice versa, if such a
need arises. This is the first
time that Nepal has recip-
rocated the measure earlier
allowed by India. It would
also continue to use the
Kakarbhitta-Fulbari-
Radhikapur route to send
goods to Bangladesh or a.
third country.
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Any foreign policy initiative must keep in mind the objectives of India and our nuanced
stand on Nepal has so far yielded results. Propriety apart for a former foreign minister,
Natwar Singh’s comments on Nepal is simplistic and naive, says Devendra Nath Dwivedi

ATWAR Singh’s state-
ment on India’s Nepal
policy is reflective of a
simplistic and naive
view of politics in that country. It
was an extremely superficial way
of interpreting the events in Nepal
unfolding on a day-to-day basis.

There is a question of propriety
also involved, given the fact that
Natwar Singh was the foreign
minister of India till recently.
‘Without making comments on the
motive behind the statement in
which he criticized the govern-
ment and the Prime Minister, I
would like to suggest that the en-
tire discourse on Nepal lacks fo-
cus and perspective.

India’s involvement in the
Nepal issue should be seen with
three aspects in mind:

@ The uniqueness of India’s re-
lationship with Nepal

® The limits of legitimate
power of the Indian state

@ The long-term strategic inter-
estof Indiavis-...-vis Nepal

Moreover, any foreign*policy
initiative must keep in mind the
goals and objectives of India and
must be based on a national con-
sensus—which we have evolved in
the case of Nepal.

It is neither about winning
browny points, nor about getting
populist. India’s efforts so far have
yielded results. We have taken a cal-
ibrated, nuanced stand on the issue.

For-one, Karan Singh’s visit to
Nepal was not meant to find a fi-
nal solution to the problem. He
broke the ice, and set in motion a
process that is now unfolding.
And his visit was not an isolated
event. It was followed by state-
ments from the foreign secretary
and then the PM, nudging the
King towards reviving the parlia-

Those who are demanding abolition of monarchy are missing the
point; they are more romantic than realistic. A constitutional monarchy,
hand in hand with parliamentary democracy is equivalent to the
presideney. In case of Nepal, it is an institutional answer to the need
of continuity in the midst of the dynamics and vagaries in competitive
polltlcs of parhamentary democracy

ment.

Sending Karan Singh was an
eminently reasonable choice. In-
dia’s approach was to ensure that

the popular upsurge does not go
waste. At the same, it had tobe en-
sured that the protest doesn’t go
anarchic.

The government has been suc-
cessful in appreciating the democ-
ratic desires of Nepalese popula-
tion, ensuring the country’s unity

On Nepal, Natwar is wrong

and integrity and safeguarding In-
dia’s strategic interests. Those
who are demanding abolition of
monarchy are missing the point;
they are more romantic than real-
istic. A constitutional monarchy,
hand in hand with parliamentary
democracy is equivalent to the
presidency. In case of Nepal, it is
an institutional answer to the need
of continuity in the midst of the
dynamics and vagaries in compet-
itive politics of parliamentary
democracy.

Allwhat we should ensure is the
King doesn’t hold on to powers of
removing an elected government
and usurping the power again.

‘The seven party alliance (SPA)
must have a realistic approach in
tackling the Maoist question.
They could be engaged in a dia-
logue but not before they accept
the fundamentals of parliamen-
tary democracy.

The Congress party has histori-
cally maintained close relations
with political leaders of Nepal. For
instance, Indira Gandhi and G P
Koirala had an excellent relation,
But we must accept the fact that
there are limits to the legitimate
use of state power in influencing
happenings in a neighboring
country. Any attempt to arm-twist
the King can only be counter pro-
ductive, as it has been on earlier
occasions. We must realize the
China-Pakistan angle to the Indo-
Nepal relations.

Natwar Singh’s statement be-
trays a lack of understanding
about the complexity of the situa-
tion. And I will not comment on
motives.

(As told to Varghese K George)

The write;is in-charge, Training
Department, AICC
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We respect the will'df 2
’ AV - Nyﬁ/

NEW DELHI, April 2Z. -
Faced with criticism from

Nepal on vesterday’s state-.

ment supporting the King’s
announcement, India
today sought to clarify its
position, following the
rejection of the royal otfer
by the seven parties
alliance (SPA). It also hint-
ed that its support for the
twin pillar principle of
constitutional monarchy
and multi-party democra-
cy was flexible and that it
respected the will of the
Nepalese people.

CPI-M  leader Mr
Sitaram Yechury said the
monarch’s moves to create
a wedge between the

2 T 4nn 2np

seven-party alliance and
Maoists should not be
allowed (by the UPA) as it
would  make  Nepal
“ungovernable”. :

Following  yesterday’s
statement in India ostensi-
bly welcoming the King’s
proposal to hand over
power (o an SPA-nominat-
ed Prime Minister,
observers had noted that
there was a building anti-
India sentiment in Nepal,
where they viewed its giant
neighbour as again having
sided with the monarchy,
at the cost of the pro-
democracy  movement.
There were reports of
anti-India slogans having
being raised at certain ral-
lies, while text messages

T™™E ©°

also kept buzzing with
anti-Indian
like “throw out
Indians”.

To dispel that percep-
tion, the foreign secretary,
Mr Shyam Saran, took a
late evening Press confer-
ence where he iterated that
the roadmap for democra-
¢y in the kingdom has to be
decided by the Nepalese
people. ’

Mr Saran tried to prove
that the Indian stance on
the King’s “concessions”
was not much different
from the seven-party
alliance’s, on principle.
He said India was in con-
tact with the palace and
the parties but not the
Maoists.

sentiments,
the
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India suspect in Nepal people S

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Kathmandu, April 21:
India’s role in hammering out
a compromise that saves the
monarchy, and then quickly
welcoming the king’s offer
even before the Nepalese polit-
ical parties here had reacted to
it, is already being criticised
in Nepal.

Hate messages are appar-
ently already being sent to In-
dian diplomats on their pho-
nes. However, no one knows
whether this might snowball
into some kind of anti-India
protest on the street.

An activist associated with
the Nepali Congress did not
think so. While saying that he
did not want to be hard on In-
dia, he did comment: “The
people will not like this as
India will be seen as not shar-
ing their aspirations.”

“We are very friendly with
the people of India. It is the
government of India with
which we have alove-hate rela-
tionship,” he said.

Many in the Nepalese capi-
tal believe that India may end
up looking “very foolish” if
the seven-party alliance re-

Karan Singh, who was sent as special envoy to Nepal, after meeting Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Delhi on Friday. Picture by Rajesh Kumar

jects the king’s offer tomor-
row, a likely possibility.

“It is sad that the largest
democracy in the world has
raised its voice to save the
monarchy. The United States
was in favour of the king and
now India has reduced itself
to being the tail of the Ameri-
cans,” said a dejected senior
bureaucrat in King Gyanen-
dra’s government, who did not
want to be identified.

India’s current role is
being compared to what it did
in 1951 when the present
monarch’s grandfather, King
Tribhuvan, was restored to
the throne by New Delhi.

“Why are you repeating
the same mistake? Don’t you
see that Gyanendraisseenasa
‘hatyara raja (Killer king)'?
How many more people need
to be shot dead before India
understands this?” the bu-

reaucrat asked.

Protesters in Kathmandu,
Chitwan, Pokhra and other
parts of Nepal apparently are
already shouting slogans that
the king’s offer was a decep-
tion and betrayal. “People like
G.P. Koirala will be lynched if
they accept the offer,” said
an activist.

India clearly does not
think so. While not openly crit-
ical of New Delhi, many

Nepalese activists are wondé{’
ing why the political parties ,
were not consulted before
India welcomed the king’s
announcement.

“What was it that Karan
Singh said to the king that he
felt emboldened enough to jus.,

tify his takeover on telev1swnq'n\

How come suddenly he had
the courage to say ‘Half the
sovereignty will lie in me and
the other half in you'? India is
giving more importance to the
monarchy than to the political
parties and the people of
Nepal,” said Sushil Pyakurel,
a former human rights com-
missioner of the country.

Nepali Congress leader
Chakra Prasad Bastola said: “1
don’t think that India under-
stands the situation here.”

“It is a cop-out by India
which may cost it dear,” said
another politician who did
not want to be identified.
He wondered why India,
which had played with a
straight bat in Nepal for most
of the time during the four-
year-old crisis, had suddenly
done something that may re-
sult in “losing Nepal at least
for a generation”.

Jaswant travels with king’s move

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 21: The
BJP seems to be working in ta-
ndem with the king of Nepal.

Hours before Gyanendra’s
surrender of power this
evening, party leader Jaswant
Singh, who is set to visit the
troubled kingdom, hinted at
“developments in Nepal much
before I reach there on April
24. Things would have moved.
There may be announce-
ments. Ido believe I have arole
to play there.”

He added that there would
be no change in his plan in the
wake of the king’s move. In
fact, it makes his job “even
more crucial”, Singh said.

The former foreign minis-
ter later told The Telegraph:

< “We had an idea of what was

to happen. That is why I am
going there so that there is
smooth transition of power in
Nepal.”

The BJP’s involvement in
Nepal is not surprising. The
party has time and again
voiced its sympathy for the
king and Giriraj Kishore of
the VHP even conducted joint
prayers with Gyanendra.

Singh may not go to that ex-
tent but he has often stregsed
India’s earlier stand that
Nepal politics has two pillars
— constitutional monarchy
and multi-party democracy.

While the UPA govern-
ment has of late shifted from
that position, leaving out any
reference to the monarchy, the
BJP would at least want a
symbolic role to be retained

Jaswant: ‘Crucial’ job

for the ruler of the only Hindu
kingdom in the world.

“I believe in India’s stated
position of the two pillars of
democracy in Nepal. In my
consultations with the Prime
Minister today, I did not notice
that this position had been
changed. I would ask some of

* you, what is there to be s0 em-

barrassed about Nepal being a
Hindu kingdom? Is anyone
embarrassed about Pakistan
being an Islamic republic?”
Singh asked.

The BJP has built a bridge
with Narayanhiti' Palace and
sources said some “very sen-
ior leaders” met Gyanendra’s
“right-hand man” S.C. Shah
about eight to 10 months ago.

The party has consistently
attacked the UPA’s initiatives
in Nepal. “The government
has been harbouring a soft ap-
proach towards the Maoists in
Nepal and supporting their in-
surgency. Such an attitude
would prove detrimental both
to the Himalayan kingdom
and India,” Advani had said
last Saturday.

Singh today said his efforts

would be to “contribute to
restoring peace, amity and ac-
cord” in Nepal. He denied that
he was going there on the
king’s invitation. Singh will be
back on April 27.

The BJP leader also
cleared the air on another con-
troversial trip he had made six
years ago to Kandahar. Asked
about Madan Lal Khurana’s
allegation that Singh had de-
livered $15 million to the ter-
rorists who had hijacked an
Indian Airlines plane in Kan-
dahar on December 31, 1999,
he laughed, saying the only
thing he carried on the trip
was a travelling bag.

“It is a small and a very old
leather bag. Believe me, it
would have broken had I car-
ried this ridiculous amount of
money,” he said.

.
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Delhi
uick with
tamp of
approval

(.‘

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 21: India
today put its stamp of appro-
val on King Gyanendra’s in-
tention to transfer executive
power to a government con-
stituted by a seven-party al-
liance, saying the move will
pave the way for restoring
political stability in Nepal.

“This action by His
Majesty the King of Nepal,
who has reaffirmed his com-
mitment to multi-party
democracy and constitution-
al monarchy, should now
pave the way for the restora-
tion of political stability and
economic recovery of the
country,” a statement said.

Delhi’s reaction reaf-
firms its support for the two-
pillar theory that hinges on
co-existence of constitution-
al monarchy and multi-party
democracy.

Welcoming Gyanendra’s
move, India also commended
the people of Nepal for car-
rying out the pro-democracy
struggle. “They deserve our
respect and admiration. We
sincerely hope that the aspi-
rations of the people of
Nepal can now be addressed
by enabling them to enjoy
their rights through demo-
cratic electoral exercise, free
from the threat of violence.”

Delhi said it stood by the
people of Nepal in their hour
of need and offered to help
the country achieve political
stability and economic re-
covery at the earliest.

India was waiting for Gy-
anendra’s reconciliatory
move after special envoy Ka-
ran Singh met him yesterday
and handed over a blunt mes- .
sage from the Prime Minis-
ter to restore democracy.
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Delhi takes credit

Devirupa

NEW DELHI,
was Sunday evening when
India learnt from the Nepal
King that he wanted to
restore parliament. At a
meeting initiated by the
Palace, King Gyanendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev informed
the Indian ambassador, Mr
Shiv Shankar Mukherjee, of
his intention. According to
sources, the King wanted
India to ensure that politi-
cal parties accepted his new
offer this time around.

However, India asked
him to speak directly to the
political  parties.  On
Monday, palace and gov-
ernment officials contacted
the political parties with the
offer of restoration of par-
liament. There was a lot of
“to-ing and  fro-ing”
between the different actors
during the day.

Following a positive feed-
back, the King went live on
official media late last night,
which was immediately fol-
lowed by jubilant celebra-
tions on the streets of
Nepal. The seven-party

[Bai!

e
the day fuier@:; o

alliance having accepted
the offer, the scheduled
protest today turned into a
victory raily. With India wel-
coming the development, it
is now up to the SPA to
quickly move towards set-
ting up a constituent
assembly, which it has
already indicated will be its
top priority after parlia-
ment is reconstituted.
There are also indica-
tions that the Indian gov-
ernment might review its
stand on sending military
supplies to Kathmandu if
the new Nepalese govern-
ment makes a request to it.

Following King
Gyanendra’s  assuming
absolute  powers in

February last year, New
Delhi had frozen defence
supplies to Nepal.

Indias Nepal policy
almost came undone a few
days ago when the govern-
ment welcomed the “inten-
tion” of the King in his
Friday announcement. But
the King had badly misread
his people’s sentiments,

"which further fuelled anger

against the monarchy. L
s
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g Nepal shelves plan ?
to recall India envo

Py " YUBARAJ GHIMIRE ’\L
" KATHMANDU FEBRUARY24\) ﬂ

N

NEPAL’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs move
to recall its ambassador in New Dethi was
dropped for fear that India may refuse to ac-
cept the new envoy. The move was dropped
after “close Indian friends” of the present
regime warned that the Manmohan Singh
government under influence of the Left |
might refuse to receive the new envoy. |

Karnadhoj Adhikary was appointed E
Nepal’s ambassador to India nearlytwoand |
a halfyears ago under King Gyanendra’s in- I
struction. But sources said that the Ministry
of late blamed Adhikary for the govern- 1
ment’s souring relationship with Delhi. ?

Meanwhile, Nepal's Supreme Court today
ruled that the detention of the spokesman for
the Nepali Congress Party, Krishna Prasad
Sitaula was illegal, and he was freed for the
second time in a week. —with PTI
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WB hideout for
Nepal Maoists

AL;an Chakraborty

in Kolkata "
S b

Feb. 9. Maoisls

belonging to the

women’s wing of the

Communist  Party  of

Nepal (Mazaoist), Akhil
Nepal Mahila Krantikari
Sangh (ANMKS), are
frequently visiting West
Bengal in the guise of
patients und establishing
contact  with  Maoist
groups in the state once
they have been  dis-
charged in order to
locate “safc houses™ for
Nepalese guerillas in the
state.

An Iatelligence report
from the Centre has
alerted  West Bengal
Police who have stepped
up vigil in Durjeeling
and Jalpaiguri districts
bordering Nepal. Police
are also  monitoring
patients’  movements
into hospitals ¢nd nurs-
ing homes in the two dis-
tricts. In addition, police
in Naxalite-affected
West Midnapore,
Purulia and Bankura dis-
tricts have also been
asked to keep an eye on

PN

tpah} K:V'(S‘nc}\ 1n thux
ared. Intelligence reports
indicate  that  most
Maoist activists entering
West Bengal through the
porous border with
Nepal, are women who
pose us patients. “The
Nepalese Maoist groups
first  push  women
activists  into West
Bengal to establish links
with  Muaoist  groups
active in the state and
then scek safe hideouts
for their male counter-
parts in Nepal, who are
at the recciving end of
the Nepalese Arlpx”s
onslaught.” '~ 7 un
Intelligence official said.

Interestingly, the [B
report comes close on
the heels of the arrest of

Urmila Tamang alias
Chanda Rai (29). &

member of the woman’s
wing of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist).
from Mirik n
Darjeeling. A resident
the bordering Ttlam dis-
trict- in Nepal, Tamang
was reportedly sutfering
from kidney problems
and told police she had
come for treatment. .-
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Indo—Bhutan treaty: re

RLA

S King Jigme Singhye
AWangChuk promotes the
democratisation of Bhu-

tan and prepares to abdicate, a
reconsideration of the basic

NY

framework of India’s relations -

with that country has acquired
some urgency.

More than half a century has
elapsed since Bhutan and India
signed the Treaty of Perpetual
Peace and Friendship in 1949. It is
time to review its relevance. The
Bhutanese have long regarded cer-
tain articles of the Treaty as offen-
sive and incompatible with their
status as a sovereign country. For
example, Article II states that the
Government of India “undertakes
to exercise no interference in the
internal administration of Bhutan.
On its part the Government of
Bhutan agrees to be guided by the
advice of the Government of India
in regard to its external relations”.
This article is taken verbatim from
the Treaty of Punakha of 1910,
signed between the British India
government and a Bhutan that had
been defeated in war. No such re-
striction was placed on Nepal in its
1950 Treatywith India.

Understandably today the
Bhutanese increasingly regard the
’49 Treaty as one signed between
unequal partners. Being discrimi-
natory in nature, they see it as
anachronistic, humiliating and-an
unacceptable aspersion on their
sovereign status. The Treaty fails

A\ DALIP MEHTA

entiyely to reflect present day reali-
ties, unlike the 1998 agreement of
Peace and Tranquility between
China and Bhutan, in which the
Chinese unequivocally acknowl-
edge Bhutan’s sovereign and inde-
pendent status. Today in Bhutan
there is a vocal, educated and in-
formed middle class, proud of its
country’s past and confident of its
future, that will not accept a sub-
servient role. An assertive bureau-
cracy and vocal parliament is un-
likely to tolerate much longer a
treaty it regards as an affront to na-
tional dignity. With the king abdi-
cating in ‘08, a moderating influ-

G
Itisnot as if the Treaty has never
been amended. Article VIII, which
deals with extradition, was
amended in *96 by a fresh agree-
ment which took into account pre-
sent day realities. A treaty should
not be regarded as an end in itself
but a means to ensure perceived
national interests. For India, as far
as Bhutan is concerned, these are
those of defence and security. In
other words, a treaty relationship
between the two countries should
flow from a mutuality of interests.
Flowing from this, it is suggested
that a more pragmatic arrange-
ment would be to modify, better

Such a step would show India’s sensitivity
towards Bhutan’s national aspirations

ence in our relations will no longer
be there and India will have to deal
with a far more complex and di-
verse political regime in Thimphu.

On several occasions the
Bhutanese have deliberately ig-
nored Article IT of the Treaty in a
conscious attempt to obtain inter-

"national recognition of its sepa-

rate status and to act indepen-
dently of India in its foreign policy.
The first instance of thiswas in '79,
when Bhutar voted differently
from India on Kampuchea at the
Havana Non-Aligned Summit.
There have been others since. In
all of these cases, India has chosen
to react by not reacting.

eI

still enter into a fresh treaty that is
workable, entered into willingly for
mutual benefit and with realistic
obligations and responsibilities. As
both India and Bhutan share com-
mon security perceptions, Article
IT of the existing Treaty should be
amended to stating that India and
Bhutan will consult closely on for-
eign policy and security matters
that affect their common interests.

"Bhutan’s future relations with
China is a case in point. At present
Bhutan and China do not have
diplomatic relations. Sooner or
later they will, not only because
China in Bhutan’s only other
neighbour, but now that China has

l/

vgew time

been given "observer’ status at
SAARC, a relationghip becomes
inevitable. Both India and Bhutan
would need to consult each other
closely and craft a relationship
with China that does not adversely
impact on their own, and there is
no reason that it should, given the
improviag relations between the
two Asian giants. A relationship
should develop between the three
countries that is sensitive to each
other’s concerns. India should
take advantage of Article X of the
Treaty which states that it “shall
continue in force in perpetuity un-
less terminated or modified by
mutual consent”.

This gives India the ideal oppor-
tunity to show its sensitivity towards
Bhutan’s national aspirations, for
after all it is India that has all along
recognised Bhutan'’s independent
status, and was instrumental in as-
sisting it becoming a member of the
UN and some other international
organisations. It would, in the cir-
cumstances, be a gracious gesture
on India’s part to take the initiative
in recasting the Treaty and remov-
ing contentious aspects. Thiswould
earn India immense goodwill and
gratitude in the long run.

Itwould also reflect the dynamics
of changed times and better suc-
ceed in preserving the close rela-
tions between Bhutan and India.
The writer is a former Indian

ambassadorto Bhutan



India opposed
to elections,
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feels Nepal...

Sudeshna Sarkar
in Kathmandu

Dec. 21). — Nepal's most senmor
minister. Dr Tulsi Girio today
said, without naming India. that
external powers would like to
sec anarchy in the Himaluvan
Kingdom when e was speaking
about ithe civie elections called
by King Gvanendra on 8
February.

“Ttis nat only the political par-
ties who don't want clections to
be held but also the people they
are inspired by.” the senior vice-
chuirman of the council of minis-
ters said. "Foreign powers aie
also interested iy creating anar
chy in Nepal”

The minister sad o an varli-
er oceasion that Nepalese pohic
icai partics had been inspired
by Indian leaders.

Asked if he included India
among the powers who wanted
polls pat off in Nepal to et
anarchy reign. Mr Giri first said
ite had not named anvone but
then acded that reports from
India  indicated  that  for
elections to be held. certam
conditions needed to be met.
“That adds up o something.”
he said.

Mr Ciri’s pross conference
comes after Indian foreign sec-
retary Mr Shyam Saran’s visit to
Nepal Tast week.

Mr  Saran had
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh’s  message o King
Ciyanendra that india wanted
the morarch and the political
partics 1o mend fences. “The
government is ready for recon-
cihation.” Mr Girt said. “The

conveved

™

king has been saving that since
I February.

However, there has to be
some ground for reconciliation.
an agenda. a package. Do you
want us to cooperate with peo-
ple who think peace can be
restored by demolishing all con-
stitutionally-esiablished institu-
tions?’

Mr Giri posed. “We will never
do it If anvbody dreams about
it. thev can forget it.”

He wus referring to o 12-point
understanding  arrived  al
between the Maoists and the
Opposition parties that resulted
in a cease-fire since September.
The pact savs Gyanendra’s

“authoritaian rule™ is the main
obstacle 1o peace and develop-
ment in Noepal and aims to over-
throw a “totalitarian monar-
chy”

Mr Gin iterated that the gov-
ernment would go ahead with
clections ¢cven if there was no
peace.

“Elections are not for the
benefit of a few people but the
entire nation and for the pur-
posc of re-energising democra-
cy in Nepal.” he said.

Should the parties™ anti-poli
campuaign cross the /favinan-
rekha (the limit), the govern-
ment would take action. he

warned.

Mr Giri said that Nepal want-
ed very good refations with
India but it doesn’t cntirely
dcpcnd on us’

“1t has to be mutual. What
have we done 1o have India

react this way? It is our respon-
sibility to resolve the problem
in our own country,”

IWE 51 ATESMAN
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