Secret US prisons

exist, says UN expert

Investigator Demands Access To Detainees

Geneva: The UN special in-
vestigator on torture said he
wanted access to alleged se-
cret US prisons in Europe,
adding that he was “100 per
cent sure” they existed.

Manfred Nowak, who re-
fused to accept a US invita-
tion to visit Guantanamo
Bay because he was denied
private interviews with de-
tainees, announced that he
would go to Chechnya this
year because Russia had ac-
cepted his condition of di-
rect access to prisoners.

In an interview on Thurs-

day with The Associated .

Press, Nowak said he hoped
Washington would reconsid-
er its policy on terror sus-
pects and allow him to in-
vestigate allegations of tor-
ture in detention centres
outside the US.

“The US should allow UN
special rapporteurs access
to all places where suspect-
ed terrorists are held out-
side of US territory,” Nowak
said. This includes deten-
tion centres in Afghanistan
and Iraq, he said.

He said he had evidence of
the existence of secret pris-
ons in Europe, citing US re-

Al Masri (left), who says CIA
abducted him, at a hearing of
the European committee
fusal to provide details or
records of interrogations
later used in terrorism trials

in Germany.

“I am 100 per cent sure. I
have evidence,” Nowak said.
Allegations of clandes-

" tine US detention centres in

Europe have sparked sepa-
rate investigations by the
European Parliament and
the Council of Europe, the
continent’s leading human
rights watchdog.

“It is totally unacceptable,
even in the fight against ter-
rorism, that a highly demo-
cratic country such as the
United States of America is
keeping secret places of de-
tention,” said Nowak, an
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Austrian law professor who
reports on torture allega-
tions to UN rights bodies
and the General Assembly.

“Secret means that no-
body knows who is there,
‘where the people are, fami-
lies have no access, and not
even the (International
Red Cross) has access,” he
said. “This is not only unac-
ceptable in Europe. It is un-
acceptable anywhere in
the world.”

US officials in Geneva
were not immediately avail-
able to comment.

The US says that it re-
spects the sovereignty of
other countries. It neither
confirms nor denies the alle-
gations of secret prisons, be-
cause it refuses to comment
on intelligence matters, but
notes that the European re-
port found no evidence to
support claims of the exis-
tence of detention centres in
Europe like the one in Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba.

In a report last month,
Nowak and four other UN
experts asked the US “to
close down the Guantanamo
Bay centre. The US, howev-
er, slam';ed the report. ar



- 14 Eurgpean countries

colluded o

n CIA prisons

Rights Watchdog Report Says Europe Played A Role In US Network

Paris: Fourteen European
countries colluded in a “glob-
al spider’s web” of secret CIA
prisons and transfers of ter-
rorism suspects, a European
rights watchdog said in a re-
port released on Wednesday.

European states played an
active or passive role in the
network run by the US Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and
were not unwitting victims of
the operation, the parliamen-
tary assembly of the Council
of Europe said in the report
on its web site.

“It is now clear—although
we are still far from having es-
tablished the whole truth—that
authorities in several European
countries actively participated
with the CIA in these unlawful
activities,” Council of Europe
investigator Dick Marty said.

“Other countries ignored
them knowingly, or did not
want to know,” he said in the
conclusions of the 65-page re-
port that he is due to present
at a news conference.

The report fingered a num-
ber of states for collusion with

Members of the US military stand watch in a guard tower at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

CIA secret flights and secret
transfers known as renditions.
They include:

M Poland and Romania on
the running of secret deten-
tion centres.

B Germany, Turkey, Spain
and Cyprus for being “staging
points” for flights involving
the unlawful transfer of de-
tainees.

R Ireland, Britain, Portu-
gal, Greece and Italy for being
“stopovers” for flights in-

volving the unlawful transfer
of detainees.

B Sweden, Bosnia, Britain,
the former Yugoslav republic
of Macedonia, Germany
and Turkey were cited in re-
lation to cases involving spe-
cific individuals.

Marty said more cases
could yet come to light.

The former Swiss investi-
gating magistrate denied set-
ting himself up as judge and
jury, saying hard evidence was

“still not forthcoming”.

However, he said there
were “a number of coherent
and converging elements
(that) indicated secret deten-
tion centres have indeed
existed and unlawful inter-
state transfers have taken
place in Europe”.

The Council of Europe, a
pan-European body, has strug-
gled to gain information from
its member states and while
it can name and shame coun-
tries it cannot launch legal
proceedings. The allegations
of CIA abuses, first made by
newspapers and human rights
groups late last year, fanned
concerns in Europe about US
anti-terror tactics.

But European govern-
ments are now under scruti-
ny due to mounting evidence
they at best turned a blind eye
to illegal activities. Washing-
ton insists it acted with the
full knowledge of the govern-
ments concerned, acknowl-
edges the secret transfer of
some suspects and denies any
wrongdoing. rReuters

THE 1ivie > OF iNDIA



sanzov jusuoddo Jeduons
yonw ay) jo sjurod jesam ayj yoejje o)
$0130€) 9s11d.ans J0 XopoyjIoun sasn jusu
-oddo J9yeam Yonuw & YoIym Ul JOIJuod,,
Se paurJap SI  oIejIem [ed1I}8WUIASY,,
‘pres stIIey . ‘sn
jsurede poSem oleLrem JLOWIULASE JO Joe
ue Joyjes ‘uoljeradsap Jo joe Ue JoU sem
SIY} 8A91[q T, ‘PI9USTIIE] 8Y) U0 pamided
SISTPEYI{ paj3IuIiIod Se ‘pasesa[al JoU alom
SOUIBU 9s0UM ‘USUI 9} paqlIdosap o
( TUdA? snosuejuods e jou ‘Juess pauuerd,,
B SB JU9pPIour a3 paqIrosap ‘oureuejuens)
-90104 YSeJ, JUTOL JO JOPUBWIIOD ‘STIIRL
A1reH rextuIpy 1esy 1) A0usde smau a3
P[0} uewsaxyods AT)STUTUI JOTIOIUL UR ,,‘SaT
-poq 1191y} 9yerxyedaa 03 soanpadsoad perory
-JO 93 pajTels pur S{Ied 9y} [[e spewt A[91e
-[POUIUIT M ‘POULIOJUT .I9M OM 193]V,
‘Tuelqez v [ere], I19ssex pue 1qrejQ
[V Ueweyg uiq ATuepy se pesp ayj pay
-Juspt AousSe smau yJS [BIOLJO 3L,
'$3Tpoq ay; ajernjedsa 03 saanpadoad
uorjowr ug 39S pey j1 pres pue Aeq owreue)
-uens Je aproms pojiuruIod oym sTeuor)
-BU OM} JO Lepung Uo SoUIeU oY} pasea[
-ad1 S3NLIOYINE Tpnes ay) ‘SIIyMUBSy
‘puodsal 0] S[qeun aIe sniy}
pue way) jsurese suorjeda[e jo aduapr
-AQ PIYJISSEII JNOge MOUY 0} PaMofre Uaaq
jou aAey sealre}s(] "pappe 9y ‘dnois as3
-urfds e 0} paguotaq parys oy, "pres sLLTeq
‘axa} uostad e Je jorx e ur payedioned pue
ue)lsTueysyy ur paanjded usaq pey JaYjo

-ue I[IyM ‘sanyersado epred [V [949-Y31Y
J0 -pIW B Sem SO8UTRIAP 9Y) JO U AKeq
OUTBUEBJUETL) WO.TJ [[ed 80U3I8JU0D € UT pres
STIIeH AlIeH "WpY Jeay AABN JIapuewt

-uo0o aseq ‘1sajoad arayl 3urnb sioj
-9q PaJ-3210j U29q pey pue UoljeladIedul
ajrurzspul Iray) 3s9joad 0} ayL.s 8duny
e ur padedus pey sasurelap 3day} [y

200g Adenuer u aseq ay) 03 stauosiid Bupye) uebaq sn sy} aduls Sasuelap 6z
Aq sydwane apIaINS [NYSSIINSUN T PaOdas dARY SRIDILO OWRURIURND 113K Nt ONiA!"

"SIeak Inoj Ioqe 1o Aeg oweuejuRnL Ut
PIoY U33(q pey ‘poses[ad jJoU 819M SaUIeU
9SOUM ‘USW 8} PTes S[eIo1Jjo ATeI[IA
.St jsurede axej
-TeM JTI)sWUIASe JO Joe Ue Inq uonyexad
-S8p JO JO€ Ue JOU Sem STU) 9ASI[aq | "UMO
JI9Y} IOU SINO IYJIBN], ‘Pres aY ., ‘9fI[ uewt
-y J0J pIedaJ ou saey L8y, 'Bqn)) UId
-1SBay)nos Ul 9seq [} 9y} WOJJ [[ed 30UI
-I9JU0D B UT S18}10dax p[o} SLIIeH ALIe}]
‘WP Jedy AABN JIopUelIoD aseq . ‘S19ays
Paq pue say}o[d Jo Jno apeUl SaSO0U p3
-JBeOLIqR] YUM SaATeswaYy) Suny A8y,
"parte) Aoy} Ing ‘weyy
BATASI 0} apell alam s}dwe)y "uostad
a3} JI8A0 UOTIDIPSLIN( SBY YI1YM ‘puewt
W00 W.ISYINO0S () peseq-Tuwrely ay} pies
‘sT[a0 9jeredos Ul Aepanjeg YSTUpIW 1)
-Je A[3107S peop punoj alom USWSX W]
9U0 pue Blgely [pneg Wox] Usul oM,
‘uostId 913 85010 0} §) Y} U0 oINS
-sa1d TeuoTieLIa)Ul SUIMO.IS Usaq Sey alat}
PUE SOWILIO YILs Padreyo ussq aaey 01 A[UQ
"ueqreL, U3 pue epred [y 03 sYUI[ jo uorord
-S1NS U0 USUI 09F SUIOS SPTOY YITyMm ‘I33Us80
UOTIU3}8P PIIETOST 9Y} JO UOTIRUMIPUOD
JIoY}ang paxsd3Ln) ‘pajeurIpIood SIoMm pIes
STRIONJO ATEJI[IW YOIUYM ‘SIPIDINS Y,
"9Seq 9y} Je P[ay Uswl Jo spatpuny
duowe syjesp pejrodal 3sI Y} UI ‘pres
J9]U9) UOTIUSIBP Y} JO JOPUBWIWIOD Y}
‘S3Y}0[0 PUE $189YS JO SpBW SaS00U SuIsn
SIA[esUIaY) poduey seaule)ap Aeg oureue)
-ueny) 9aay, :(021y ojIeng) uenp ues

BIB4IBA, JO 10V UY BPIDING SARS S H{org SIPOg SIUBM ‘SWIIA SOUIIUP BIGRAY 1pres

'

9Al] Pud S3dUIeLIdp owreuryueny €.

W

]

”

¢ auli 2h0¢



9002 paywiry
sradedsmoN uepIennG
— 'S9pIINs ay} Inodqe , UIdd
-u0d SnoLIads, passoidxs pus
-j9am 3y} je pue ‘pendus dwed
93 99§ 0] 3NI[ P[NOM 91 ples Sey
ysng 981091y Juaplsald "sjuswW
-Wwod SNO[[ed pue DAINSUIS
-ur A[qrpalout,, a3 patordap ay
pres ‘urejrig jo [1ounoy) wWisnjy
ay3 jJo ‘efemeiSung jeleuj

*ssao0ad anp Jo yory oy}

INOQe SUIAOUO0D Je[[WIS PadIoa

uosser uer JI9ISHIN ugle
-10 S, U9pam§ ‘Woyo03§ ujy

"NND P10} 34 ,‘umop

poaso]o aIam ouwreuejuenn)

INSUII SIYoAoxd Ul prey

-

je sanIoe) 9y} JI Aderidow
-3p 10} pue wopaai] 10} ySyY
Ino pue asned INo JO JYausq
94} 0} °q p[noa i1 JuIy} I,,
*10119} UO Tem [eqo}3
9y} SurunuIspun pue ‘pom
oy} ur Sfeury sedudwWy Sui
-Jewrep sem oweuejuens) pres

S3SBAIIU| ouleueuens
jnoge ws|o}4d jeqoly o

Abajeays
epaey-{y ue aJe sapioms
shes auljbas ysng »

A

T .
‘bely u1 "§'1 9y} Jo Aj[e youne)s
® ‘usssnwsey YBog sIop
-y I9STUTN WL ysiueq

‘oureuejueny) je s3oadsns
10113) JO 3urjpuey 8y} JB WSO}
-J1I0 [eUOTIBUIAUT SUISBAIOUT JO
SUII} € J& SBUI0D [RIOYJO UO1JeI}s]
-UTwpe we WoJy Jul] prey ay [,

‘s1ay10dax
JO [[e2 95UIIJUOD B P[0} oY . ‘Sh
jsurede pafem aleplem {eolljow
-wifse Jo Joe ue g ‘uopjeradsop
JO 19% Ue J0U sem SIU} 2Adl[aq |
“WMO 131} JOU SINO ISY}IaU ‘OF]
I0J pregal ou aaey AdyJ,, "N
-0} epae(y-[v Ue aI1am saploms
331y} oY) pres ‘siLeH ALel el

4

-TWIpy Ieoy AAeN ‘Iopueluuioo
sduweo o3 ‘Aepamfes uQ

«uorjuape

meIp 0} saowmr Y4J poof e

STATUIBLIA0 31 N ‘ATeSSII0U JOU
Sem SOAI] UMO I19} Sulye],,

TeLIBM [EOLI}OWWASY

INOYSMB3N 5,094 PIo1 ‘Ad
-ewo[dip orjqnd 10§ 93e3s Jo A1e]}
-9109s jueysisse Andap ‘Ajyein
uss[[o) . 13oe] k se sduiquioq
9pIDINS ISN A3} PUE SINO anfea
1,U0p A[Urel1ad Aoy} pue ‘SaAl]
WMo I[2Y3 an[ea J,uop A3y} yey3
ur £3a3e13s e Jo jred st STY) Iy
punos soop 3IL "JUSWDUYUOD

\ s

ajiuyepul ey} Je aredsap Jo 3no
SOATOSWIAY) P[] PeY 221U} 9}
ey} suonisagdns pajoalal speroy
-JO uoleISIUIWpPE ysng ing
‘umop dured oy 3so[d 10 ‘[er}
0} sajewul Q9% 9y} Sullq o)
suorjesTuedio s3ysL uewny pue
sjuawiuroaod ueadoany woxy
S[[ed pomsudl Jydnolq ‘s[[ad
AIejI[os 119U} Ul SOA[SWIAY)
Suey 03 $199Yspaq  panIouy
pasn oym ‘1ouosiad [USWDL

&' e

B pue SIpnes 0M} JO SYIeap ay [,

. 3IejIem [edLI}ouIuAse
JO 108, UE pUE dA0W YJ poos,,
e st dureo uosizd 9y} je sayewrut
921y} Jo oplIns oY) Sulssnu
-SIp ‘OWIBUEIUENL) JO UOIJBUWIIP
-U09 [EUOTIRUIS)UI JO SABM MAU B
UMOP Pale}s SeY UOJRI)STUIWIPE
ysng UYL NOGNOT/NOLINIHSYM

IMA Yysny pue
raquapion) suuezng

o A,.w dwed ay3 umop asoj2 Jo jeL] 0}
, sajewu; builq o3 sjjes pamauay

‘Q*[] :oureUR)URNL)

et

THs



Europeans Cheer Ruling on Guantanamo Trials Page 1 of 2

washingtonpost.com

Europeans Cheer Ruling on Guantanamo

Trials

U.S. Court's Decision Raises Hopes Prison Will Close but Underscores
Problems With Repatriation

By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Friday, June 30, 2006; A08

BERLIN, June 29 -- In Europe, where the Bush administration has taken a
diplomatic beating over its prison at Guantanamo Bay, the U.S. Supreme
Court's ruling Thursday was received with cheers and fueled hopes that the
detention center's days are numbered.

At the same time, European leaders acknowledged that the court's decision
would also increase pressure on their own governments to help their U.S.
ally find a solution to an increasingly thorny problem: what to do with the
prisoners who are no longer considered a threat but effectively have
nowhere to go.

Although a long list of European lawmakers and human rights groups have
demanded that the U.S. government shut down the Guantanamo prison as
soon as possible, three European countries -- Britain, Bosnia and Germany -
- have balked at requests to accept citizens or former residents who are stuck
in Cuba, even though there is evidence they do not pose a security risk.

The State Department struggled for almost two years to find a place to
resettle ethnic Uighur Muslims held at Guantanamo, after determining that
they could be unfairly prosecuted in their native China. Last month, five
Uighurs were sent to the Balkan nation of Albania, after most other
European nations had rejected the U.S. request for help.

Calls in Europe to shutter Guantanamo have become louder in recent

months, particularly since U.S. officials announced that three detainees had :
committed suicide at the camp on June 10. Last week, during a summit with European Union leaders in
Vienna, President Bush preempted what was expected to be a public squabble over Guantanamo by
saying he, too, wanted to close the detention center but was waiting for guidance from the Supreme
Court on how to proceed.

At least 19 detainees from Europe have been released and sent to their home countries, where some have
been arrested. A dozen others who have citizenship or residency status in Europe remain at
Guantanamo, in part because their governments don't want them or have declined to intervene on their
behalf.

Manfred Nowak, an Austrian law professor and the U.N. special rapporteur on torture, predicted that the
Supreme Court decision would clear the way for Guantanamo to close by the end of the year.

"Europe should help empty it," said Nowak, who issued a strongly critical report on conditions at

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/29/AR2006062902248 pf.... 7/5/2006
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Guantanamo for the United Nations in February. "No country is eager to accept people who are accused
of having al-Qaeda links. But there should be burden-sharing."

"I would agree with President Bush on this: Criticism is fine, but it should be constructive criticism and
that means Europe should help the U.S. develop a plan of action," he said.

The difficulty of sending some detainees back to their native countries was underscored Thursday when
Nowak declared on a fact-finding mission to Amman, Jordan, that "torture is systematically practiced"
by the Jordanian intelligence and security agencies. Four Jordanian citizens remain at Guantanamo, and
human rights groups have warned that they could be abused if returned home.

Anne-Marie Lizin, president of the Belgian Senate and leader of a European inspection team that visited
Guantanamo in March, said it would be possible to "dismantle" the detention center by the end of the
year. But she said Europe would have to help.

"It's easy to put all the blame on the U.S.," said Lizin, who is scheduled to present findings of her trip
Friday in Washington on behalf of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. "Europe is
also responsible. In the first year of the Afghan war, everyone was in favor of being strong. The problem
came in 2004, when it became clear that the question of what would happen to Guantanamo would not
be so easy to answer."

Although European political leaders have pressed their U.S. counterparts to close Guantanamo,
members of their intelligence agencies are regular visitors to the prison and have been allowed to
conduct interrogations there. In some cases, European intelligence agencies assisted in the capture of
terrorism suspects later taken to Guantanamo.

For instance, the British security service known as MI5 played an instrumental role in the arrest of two
British residents, Jamil el-Banna and Bisher al-Rawi, who are imprisoned at Guantanamo. According to
documents and interviews, MI5 agents tipped off the CIA that the two men were on their way to the
West African nation of Gambia for a business trip in November 2002.

The men were taken into custody as soon as they landed on a flight from London, then were taken by the
CIA to a secret prison in Afghanistan and then to Cuba. Documents suggest that both men were
abducted after MIS pressured them into working for the British government as informants, but they
refused.

Despite pleas from their families, who say the men are innocent of any wrongdoing, Britain refused for
years to intervene on their behalf on the grounds that they are not British citizens, only longtime
residents. Under pressure from a lawsuit, the British government agreed in March to seek Rawi's release,
but his relatives said officials are still dragging their feet.

"I think from the American standpoint, the Americans want to release him, but the British do not want to
play the same game," Wahab al-Rawi, the brother of Bisher al-Rawi, said in a telephone interview. "It's
one of two things. Either the British government is embarrassed by what it has done, or else it is a matter
of malice. It's one or the other."

News researcher Julie Tate in Washington contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/29/AR2006062902248 pf.... 7/5/2006
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Guantanamo trial
a test for Busha s

Osama's ex-driver denies hg isa terrorlst

WASHINGTON: His wartime pow-
ers undercut once before by the
Supreme Court, U.S. President
George W. Bush could take a
second hit in a case in which
Osama bin Laden’s former driv-
er is seeking to head off a trial
before military officers.

At stake is more than wheth-
er Salim Ahmed Hamdan, after
nearly four years at the Navy
prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cu-
ba, goes on trial for war crimes
before a special military com-
mission.

Analysts say if the High
Court rejects Mr. Bush’s plan to
hold such trials for the first
time since the aftermath of
World War 11, it could rein in
the President’s expanded pow-
ers in pursuing and punishing
suspected terrorists.

Military trial

In addition to special mili-
tary trials for Hamdan and oth-
ers, the Bush administration
since the attacks of September
11, 2001, has claimed it has the
authority to eavesdrop on tele-
phone conversations without
court oversight, aggressively in-
terrogate foreigners and im-
prison people without giving
them traditional legal rights.

Hamdan was one of hun-
dreds of persons captured dur-
ing the 2001 U.S.-led war that
drove the ruling Taliban from
power in Afghanistan. The na-
tive of Yemen denies thatheisa
terrorist and claims he took the
driving job to provide for his
young family.

Hamdan’s appeal, set for ar-
guments on Tuesday, is one of

the biggest cases of the court’s
current term, the first for Chief
Justice John Roberts. He, how-
ever, will not participate in the
Hamdan case. Last year, Mr.
Roberts was on a three-judge
panel of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Colum-
bia  Circuit that ruled
unanimously against Hamdan.

It is that ruling that the Su-
preme Court now is reviewing.

With Mr. Roberts withdraw-
ing from the case, the court
could split 4-4, leaving the ap-
peals court ruling in place. A
ruling is expected before July.

“The stakes are very high for
this administration because it
has predicated all of its policies
in this war on terror on the
principle that the President as
commander in chief cannot be
constrained by Congress or the
courts,” said Scott Silliman, a
former military lawyer who
teaches at Duke University.

“If the court in any way limits
presidential authority with re-
gard to military commissions, it
will spill over into other areas of
his authority in this new type of
war,” he said.

A second element of Mr.
Bush’s terrorism-fighting mea-
sures is under scrutiny as the
Senate Judiciary Committee on
Wednesday examines the Presi-
dent’s domestic eavesdropping
programme. Since shortly after
the attacks of September 11,
2001, the National Security
Agency has monitored the in-
ternational communications of
people inside the US. when
their calls are believed to be
linked to Al-Qaeda. — AP
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Details of Some Guantanamo Hearings Page 1 of 3

washingtonpost.com
Details of Some Guantanamo Hearings

By The Associated Press
The Associated Press
Monday, March 6, 2006; 2:03 AM

-- Details from transcripts of "enemy combatant" hearings involving
Guantanamo detainees:

_ Hafizullah Shah, from the village of Galdon in Afghanistan, was being
held based on classified evidence he was not allowed to see. The farmer said
he was walking to a bazaar when he was arrested. The United States said
Shah was wearing an olive green jacket and was seen by soldiers with a
group caching weapons. "I was just walking in the street and [ was
captured,” Shah said. "The next thing I found out is that I am sitting here" in
Guantanamo Bay.

_ Mohammed Barak Salem Al-Qurbi, of Saudi Arabia, was identified as an
al-Qaida operative by one of Osama bin Laden's bodyguards, according to
the U.S. military tribunal. His passport shows he spent time in Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates in 2001. The tribunal said he used a
trick to hide his stay in Afghanistan. Al-Qurbi also was alleged to be an
operative linked to the suicide bombing of the USS Cole, which killed 17
sailors on Oct. 12, 2000, in Yemen, and to have managed a hostel for the
extremist Islamic Taliban movement.

_ Abdur Sayed Rahman, of Pakistan, identified himself as a poor chicken
farmer. The United States alleged he was in the Taliban, either as a military
judge or deputy foreign minister. It emerged during the hearing that the
deputy minister is Abdur Zahid Rahman, a near homonym of the detainee.
Police searched Abdur Sayed Rahman's home in Pakistan in the fall of 2001
and arrested him. "An American told me [ was wrongfully taken and that in
a couple of days I'd be freed," Rahman said. "I never saw that American
again and I'm still here."

_ Zakirjan Asam traveled from Tajikistan to Afghanistan in the spring of 2001. He was accused of being
a member of the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, which allegedly has ties to the Taliban. Asam said he
came to Afghanistan as a refugee and was turned over to U.S. forces because he could not afford to pay
a bribe.

_ Salih Uyar, 24 at the time of his tribunal hearing, traveled to Afghanistan from Turkey in 2000. He
was accused of living with a known al-Qaida member for two months just before raids began in Kabul,
Afghanistan, and of associating with Turkish radical religious groups. At the time of his capture, he had
a Casio watch _ a model that authorities say was used in bombings. "If it's a crime to carry this watch,
your own military personnel also carry this watch, too," Uyar told the military tribunal. "Does that mean
that they're just terrorists as well?" Uyar also went to Syria but said his purpose was to study Arabic.

_ Abdalaziz Kareem Salim Al Noofayee, 27 or 28, originally from Saudi Arabia, said he was a student
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of Arabic, English and physics in the city of Taif who left school at 19 and sold vegetables. He traveled
to Pakistan sometime in 2001, saying he went for inexpensive medical treatments for a bad back, and
was arrested March 2002 by police in a raid in Faisalabad, Pakistan. He told the tribunal he had been at
Guantanamo for three years. He is accused of attending a terrorist training camp in 1997 and of being
"captured with a Casio F-91W watch, known to be used by members of al-Qaida.” He responded by
saying that "the watch I had is like the watch even some of the guards here have. So does that mean they
are Taliban and al-Qaida?"

_ Janat Gul ran Afghanistan's Ariana Airline when the Taliban government was in power. Gul, who
previously had owned a shop and a mill, said he only took the job to avoid being forced to go to combat
for the Taliban. He said the airline was not under government control and denied it provided Taliban
fighters free flights to battle the Northern Alliance in the north. Gul said he quit his job several days
after Sept. 11. " was released from the oppression of a government. the Taliban government. I came out
of the darkness into the light. ... I had left my job; even before the Americans came I was in my own
house and in my own land," he said. He was arrested in January 2003 in Lashkargar, Afghanistan.

_ Abdul Majid Muhammad, an Iranian identified as a "watchman" for the Taliban who went on patrols
and acted as a guard. He says he was a poor well-digger in Iran who occasionally bought and sold opium
and hashish. He was arrested twice in Iran. He said he went to Afghanistan after Sept. 11, 2001, because
he wanted to get rich quick trading drugs, not to join the Taliban or fight Americans. "My plan was to
get rich then put it behind me and leave it aside," he said. He says he was picked up by the Northern
Alliance near the city of Ghazni.

_ Abdul Aziz Sa'ad Alfaldi. Transcript says one family name is missing. The detainee says his arrest
may have been a case of mistaken identity. The Saudi national is accused of being an enemy combatant
and fighting coalition forces in Afghanistan. He denied fighting or having any ties to al-Qaida. He said
he went to Afghanistan to talk his brother into coming back to Saudi Arabia, not to fight.

_ Hani Abdul Muslih al Shulan, from Yemen. U.S. officials allege he supported the Taliban and was
found with a Casio watch. Accused of being in Tora Bora during U.S. air campaign. He said he was just
passing through Tora Bora on his way to Pakistan. He said he did not receive military training and was a
student who went to Afghanistan to find a job and save money. He found work as a chef's assistant north
of Kabul, he said.

_ Assem Matruq Mohammad Al Aasami, a sometime restaurant worker who says he traveled from
Pakistan to Saudi Arabia and then Afghanistan to find work, not fight a holy war. He acknowledged that
he did attend an al-Qaida-linked training camp, but said he did not realize what kind of camp it was. He
said he was in the camp when the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks took place. He is accused of being an enemy
combatant.

_ Gholam Ruhani, "about 26" years old, from Ghazni, Afghanistan, was accused of being a driver and a
clerk for the Taliban Intelligence Service. "The Taliban law was that young people had to join the
Taliban," he said. "I had to join, but protested several times that I had an old father and I wanted to go
back to my family. ... If I had not cooperated with the Taliban Intelligence service member, I would
have been sent to the front lines. I was afraid I would be killed." He complained about the delays at
Guantanamo. "My complaint is whether guilty or not, (my case) is supposed to go to a tribunal or court
at the time of capture. ['ve been here three years and I'm going through the process now."

_ Mohammed Rasoul, an Afghan who had lived in Pakistan for 25 years, returned to Afghanistan in
September 2001. He was accused of associating with the Taliban and participating in military operations
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against the United States. Authorities believe he used a rocket launcher against U.S. forces. Rasoul said
his reason for returning to Afghanistan was to open a medical clinic. His brother, Naquibullah, a doctor
who was also detained, told the tribunal that they operated the clinic together.

__ Taj Mohammed, an Afghan goat herd, was accused of being a member of Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, a group
alleged to have ties with al-Qaida. He denied involvement with the group. "I was a shepherd," he said.
“These are all lies about me."

_ Yunis Abdurrahman Shokuri, a Moroccan, was involved in starting a house for young Moroccans in
Afghanistan. Authorities accused him of obtaining AK-47 rifles from the Taliban. He said they had an
AK-47 for protection but didn't fight anyone. The house was closed after Sept. 11 and he left for
Pakistan, where he was arrested. He's also accused of helping form the Moroccan Islamic Fighting
Group and associating with a former Afghan-Arab linked to an al-Qaida sleeper cell in Morocco. He
said he never heard of the group and did not know anyone from al-Qaida. He told the tribunal that the
U.S. government, in its search for terrorists, was arbitrarily rounding up people of Arabic descent.

_ Abdullah Mujahid, an Afghan, said he was head of security for the city of Gardez and the Paktia
province in post-Taliban Afghanistan when he was arrested in July 2003 and accused of an attack on
U.S. forces in Gardez. Mujahid was also accused of associating with al-Qaida. He said he had actually
aided coalition forces. "I invited them to come to Gardez, and I even rented the camp that they are in
right now ... And, instead of appreciation, or thankfulness, they punish me, and I get sent to Cuba."

_ Fahed Abdullah Ahmad Ghazi, from Yemen, accused of being an al-Qaida fighter who trained at al-
Farouq camp in Afghanistan and was later chosen to go to Tora Bora and become one of Osama Bin
Laden's bodyguards. "I was not in Tora Bora by choice," he said. "I had no knowledge of how to get out
of Afghanistan. The only choice I had was to listen to the people who led me from one place to another.”
He said he went to Afghanistan not to join the jihad but to escape problems in Yemen and received
weapons training for self-defense. "It would have been impossible for Osama bin Laden to trust a 17-
year-old with only nine days of training to become a trusted bodyguard," he said.

© 2006 The Associated Press
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US acknowledges force-feedmg
Guantanamo Bay detamees

By Eric Schmitt & Tim Golden

Washington: The military
commander responsible for
the American detention
centre at Guantanamo Bay,
confirmed on Tuesday that
officials there last month
turned to more aggressive
methods to deter prisoners
who were carrying out long-
term hunger strikes to
protest their incarceration.

The commander, Gen
Bantz J Craddock, head of
the United States Southern
Command, said soldiers at
Guantanamo began strap-
ping some of the detainees
into “restraint chairs” to
force-feed them and isolate
them from one another af-
ter finding that some were
deliberately vomiting or si-
phoning out the liquid they
had been fed.

“It was causing probiems
because some of these hard-
core guys were getting
worse,” Gen Craddock said
in a meeting with reporters.
Explaining the use of the
restraint chairs, he added,
“The way around that is
you have to make sure that
purging doesn’t happen.”

After The New York
Times reported on Febru-
ary 9 that the military had

~TRUE LIES: US doctors in-charge of force-feeding the
detainees talk to the media on the condition of anonymity

begun using restraint
chairs and other harsh
methods, military spokes-
men insisted that the proce-
dures for dealing with the
hunger strikes at Guan-
tanamo had not changed.
They also said they could
not confirm that the chairs
had been used.

On Tuesday, Gen Crad-
dock said he had reviewed
the use of the restraint
chairs, as had senior offi-
cials at the Department of
Defence, and they conclud-
ed that the practice was
“not inhumane”. Gen Crad-
dock left no doubt, however,
that commanders had de-

cided to try to make life less
comfortable for the strik-
ers, and that the measures
were seen as successful.

“Pretty soon it wasn’t
convenient, and they decid-
ed it wasn’'t worth it,” he
said of the hunger strikers.
“A lot of the detainees said:
‘T don’t want to put up with
this. This is too much of a
hassle.”

A spokesman for the
Southern Command, Lt Col
James Marshall, said that
restraint chairs had been
used in the feeding of 35 of
the detainees so far, and
that 3 were still being fed
that way. He said the num-

ber of prisoners refusing to
eat had fallen from 41 on De-
cember 15 when the re-
straint chairs were first
used on a trial basis to 5, ac-
cording to a military
spokesman.

According to newly de-
classified interview notes,
several detainees who had
been on hunger strikes told
their lawyers during visits
late last month that the mil-
itary had begun using
harsher methods more
widely in the second week
of January. One Yemeni de-
tainee, Emad Hassan, de-
scribed the chair to lawyers
in interviews on January 24
and 25.

“The head is immobilised
by a strap so it can’t be
moved, their hands -are
cuffed to the chair and the
legs are shackled,” the
notes quote Hassan as say-
ing. “They ask, Are you go-
ingtoeat or not?’ and if not,
they insert the tube. People
have been urinating and
defecating on themselves in
these feedings and vomiting
and bleeding. They ask to
be allowed to go to the
bathroom, but they will not
let them go. They have
sometimes put diapers on
them.” nvT News Service
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“Abu Ghraib horror IS b

A picture taken from Australian TV channel Special
Broadcasting Service shows a prisoner with burn and
torture marks at the Abu Ghraib prison, Iraq. (AFP)
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Sydney, Feb. 15 (Reuters): An
Australian television station
broadcast today what it said
were previously unpublished
images of abuse of Iraqi pris-
oners at Abu Ghraib prison,
fuelling more Arab anger
against the US.

The Special Broadcasting
Service’s Dateline current af-
fairs programme said the im-
ages were recorded at the
same time as the now-infa-
mous pictures of US soldiers
abusing Abu Ghraib detainees
which sparked international
outrage in 2004. Some of the
newly broadcast pictures sug-
gest further abuse such as
killing, torture and sexual hu-
miliation, Dateline said.

The grainy, still photo-
graphs and video images show
prisoners, some bleeding or
hooded, bound to beds and
doors, sometimes with a smil-
ing guard beside them.

They include two naked
men handcuffed together, a
pile of five naked detainees
photographed from the rear,
and a dog straining at a leash
close to the face of a crouching
man wearing a bright orange
jumpsuit.

The images were swiftly re-
broadcast by Arab satellite tel-
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news organisations, including
American ABC News televi-
sion, showed them on their
websites.

They stirred up more
anger among Arabs, already
incensed by the publication on
Sunday of images of British
soldiers apparently beating
Iraqi youths and by cartoons
of the Prophet Mohammad
printed in European papers.

“This is truly American
ugliness that no other country
in the world can compete
with,” journalist Saleh al-Hu-
maidi said in Yemen.

“The Americans ought to
apologise to mankind for their
government’s lie to the world
that it is fighting for freedom
and that it came to Iraq to save
it from Saddam Hussein’s op-
pression,” he said.

Pentagon spokesman
Bryan Whitman said the abus-
es at Abu Ghraib had already
been fully investigated and
publication of the latest pic-
tures would trigger needless
violence. “The department be-
lieves that the release of all of
these images will further in-
flame and cause unnecessary
violence in the world,” Whit-
man said.




Military forcefeeds striking -~

detamees at Guantanamo

By Tim Golden

nited States military au-
l | thorities have taken
tougher measures to
force-feed detainees engaged in
hunger strikes at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, after concluding that
some were determined to com-
mit suicide to protest their in-
definite confinement, military
officials have said.

In recent weeks, the officials
said, guards have begun strap-
ping recalcitrant detainees into
“restraint chairs,” sometimes
for hours a day, to feed them
through tubes and prevent them
from deliberately vomiting af-
terward. Detainees who refuse
to eat have also been placed in
isolation for extended periods in
what the officials said was an ef-
fort to keep them from being en-
couraged by other hunger strik-
ers. The measures appear to
have had drastic effects. The
chief military spokesman at
Guantanamo, Lt Col Jeremy M
Martin, said on Wednesday that
the number of detainees on
hunger strike had dropped to 4
from 84 at the end of December.

Some officials said the new ac-
tions reflected concern at Guan-
tanamo and the Pentagon that
the protests were becoming dif-
ficult to control and that the
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The Guantanamo prison has
been beset by periodic hunger
strikes almost since
it was established in 2002

death of one or more prisoners
could intensify international
criticism of the detention cen-
tre. Lawyers who have visited
clients in recent weeks criti-
cised the latest measures, par-
ticularly the use of the restraint
chair, as abusive.
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“It is clear that the gov lr]{

ment has ended the hunger
strike through the use of force
and through the most brutal and
inhumane types of treatment,”
said Thomas B Wilner, a lawyer
at Shearman & Sterling in Wash-
ington, who last week visited the
six Kuwaiti detainees he repre-
sents. “It is a disgrace.”

The lawyers said other meas-
ures used to dissuade the
hunger strikers included plac-
ing them in uncomfortably cold
air-conditioned isolation cells,
depriving them of “comfort
items” like blankets and books
and sometimes using riot-con-
trol soldiers to compel the pris-
oners to sit still while long plas-
tic tubes were threaded down
their nasal passages and into
their stomachs.

Officials of the military and
the defence department strongly
disputed that they were taking
punitive measures to break the
strike. They said that they were
sensitive to the ethical issues
raised by feeding the detainees in-
voluntarily and that their proce-
dures were consistent with those
of federal prisons in the US.

Those prisons authorise the
involuntary  treatment of
hunger strikers when there is a
threat to an inmate’s life or
health. nvr News Service




