entre drafting law for .
resettling the displaced

L

It will help those affected by major X e
developmental projects: Minister QL Lo

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Centre is in the
process of drafting legislation
for resettlement of the displaced
people, particularly those affect-
ed by developmental projects,
Union Rural Development Min-
ister Raghuvansh Prasad Singh
said on Wednesday.

Talking to reporters after a
day-long conference of Revenue
Secretaries of States and Union
Territories here, Mr. Singh said
the process of drafting the Bill
had already started and the final
document would be ready in two

or three months. Th/ he said,
would help in the rehabilitation
and resettiement of those dis-
placed due to major develop-
mental projects.

Citing the recent protest by
Narmada dam oustees, led by
Narmada Bachao Andolan lead-
er Medha Patkar, in the capital,
Mr. Singh said such controver-
sies could be avoided if the Gov-
ernment had proper legislation.

National policy

His M:nistry had already for-
mulated a National Policy on Re-
habilitation and Resettlement

e Take to land reforms,
States told

@ States should send
figures of landless people

for the Displaced Persons in
2004 that laid down broad gui-
delines for the rehabilitation of
the displaced.

He said he had asked the State
Governments to bring about
speedy land reforms that would
help in dealing with the naxalite
problem also. The Centre had
initiated a scheme of upgrada-
tion and modernisation of land
records that would benefit the
rural poor most.

There was also a comprehen-

e

sive scheme of computerisation
of land records, which was being
implemented on a pilot basis in
one district in every State and
Union Territory. Computerisa-
tion of land records would help
in land reforms and subsequent-
ly the rehabilitation policy, be-
sides distribution of land among
the landless poor, at least for
providing them shelter under
the Indira Awas Yojana.

The Minister said Uttaran-
chal, West Bengal and Orissa had
sent the figures of landless peo-
ple that would enable the Centre
to provide them assistance un-
der various schemes. He asked
the other States also to compile
such figures and praised West
Bengal and Kerala for their ef-
forts in land reforms.
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Five Sri Lankan refugees drowned

Their boat capsized mid-sea on Friday night

Staff Reporter

RAMESWARAM: Five Sri Lankan
refugees who were on their way
to Tamil Nadu were drowned
and five others went missing
when their boat capsized mid-
sea on Friday night.

An eyewitness said a group of
19 persons started from Paysalai
in Sri Lanka on Friday evening
towards Rameswaram. When
they were about to reach one of
the five sand dunes which come
under the Indian territorial wa-
ters, rough weather toppled the
overloaded boat. Only nine per-

sons, including a girl, managed
to reach the second sand dune.

Rescue

A naval helicopter on patrol-
spotted them on Saturday. They
waved to the copter to rescue
them. Navv commandos from
Rameswaram and personnel of
the Forward Operating Post re-
ached the spot on a trawler and
rescued them.

They also retrieved five bod-
ies, which were found near the
accident spot.

The victims were identified as
Nivashini (21) daughter of Kan-

dasamy, Bhuvanawathi (40),
wife of Mohan, Navamani (65),
Govindasamy (75) and Rathusha
4.

There belong to two families
hailing from Pallathottam and
Pathamkuruchi in Trincomalee.

Strong wind

“We fled away from our native
places in Trincomalee following
the harassment of Sri Lankan
Navy and Singhalese people. We
stayed on Mannar coast to fix a
boat to take refuge in Tamil Na-
du. On Saturday we decided to
board the boat despite of the fact

My 2006

peo VY

p
n\\?
that the sea was rough, as we

didn’t want stay in Sri Lanka
fearing death. But, the strong
wind toppled not only our boat
but also our future,” said Kanda-
samy, who lost his daughter in
the tragedy. ‘

Area Commander of the Navy
Subroto Mukherji said though
the rough sea and darkness were
said to be the cause of the trage-
dy, overload was also the reason.
The fibre boat carried 19 persons
against its capacity of eight. He
said the commandos would con-
tinue to search for the missing
persons.

THF HINCU
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Time for a global conversation about ﬁngrants

It is now a question of managing it better, with cooperation and understanding on all sides.
Q,,

Kofi A. Annan

VER SINCE national frontiers were in-

vented, people have been crossing them
— not just to visit foreign countries, but to
live and work there. In doing so, they have
almost always taken risks, driven by a deter-
mination to overcome adversity and to live a
better life.

Those aspirations have always been the
motors of human progress. Historically, mi-
gration has improved the well-being, not
only of individual migrants, but of humanity
as awhole.

And that is still true. In a report that T am
presenting today to the UN, General As-
sembly, I summarise research which shows
that migration, at least in the best cases,
benefits not only the migrants themselves
but also the countries that receive them, and
even the countries they have left. How so?

In réceiving countries, incoming migrants
do essential jobs which a country’s estab-
lished residents are reluctant to undertake.
They provide many of the personal services
on which societies depend. They care for
children, the sick and the elderly, bring in
the harvest, prepare the food, and clean the
homes and offices.

And they are not engaged only in menial
activities. Nearly half the increase in the
number of migrants aged 25 or over in in-
dustrialised countries in the 1990s was made
up of highly skilled people. Skilled or un-
skilled, many are entrepreneurs who start
new businesses — from round-the-clock cor-
ner shops to Google. Yet others are artists,
performers and writers, who help to make
their new hometowns centres of creativity
and culture.

Migrants also expand demand for goods
and services, add to mational production,
and generally pay more to the state in taxes
than they take out in welfare and other
benefits.

And in regions like Europe, where pop-
ulations are growing very slowly or not atall,
younger workers arriving from abroad help
to shore up under-funded pension systems.

All in all, countries that welcome mi-
grants and succeed in integrating them into

-their societies are among the most dynamic
— economically, socially and culturally — in
the world.

Meanwhile, countries of origin benefit
from the remittances that migrants send

SEEKING GREENER PASTURES: Would-be migrants rest in Nouadhibou,
Mauritania, on May 23 while waiting to be expelled from the country.

- PHOTO: REUTERS

home, which totalled around $232 billion
last year, $167 billion of which went totevel-
oping countries — greater in volume than
current levels of official aid from all donor

countries combined, though certainly not a . . . .
Wooing migrant citizens

substitute for it

Not only the immediate recipients benefit
from these remittances, but also those who
supply the goods and services on which the
money is spent. The effect is to raise nation-
al inceme and stimulate investment.

Families with one or more members
working abroad spend more on education
and™healthcare at home. If they are poor —
like the family in the classic Senegalese film,

Le Mandat — receiving remittances may in-
troduce them to financial services, such as
banks, credit unions and microfinance
institutions.

Also, more and more govemmerfts under-
stand that their citizens abroad can help
development, and are strengthening ties
with them. By allowing dual citizenship, per-
mitting overseas voting, expanding consular
services, and working with migrants to de-
velop their home communities, govern-
ments are multiplying the benefits of
migration. In some countries, migrant asso-

ciations are transforming their communi-
ties of origin by sending collective
remittances to support small-scale devel-
opment projects.

Successful migrants often become inves-
tors in their countries of origin, and encour-
age others to follow. Through the skills they
acquire, they also help transfer technology
and knowledge. India’s software industry
has emerged in large part from intensive
networking among expatriates, returning
migrants and Indian entrepreneurs both at
home and abroad. After working in Greece,
Albanians bring home new agricultural
skills that allow them to increase produc-
tion. And so on.

Yes, migration can have its downside —
though ironically some of the worst effects
arise from efforts to control it: it is irregular
or undocumented migrants who are most
vulnerable to smugglers, traffickers and oth-
er forms of exploitation.

Yes, there are tensions when established
residents and migrants are adjusting to each
other, especially when their beliefs, customs
or level of education are very different. And
yes, poor countries suffer when some of
their people whose skills are most needed —
for instance healthcare workers from south-
ern Africa — are “drained” away by higher
salaries and better conditions abroad.

But countries are learning to manage
those problems, and they can do so better if
they work together and learn from each oth-
er’s experience.

That is the object of the “high-level dia-
logue” on migration and development that
the General Assembly is holding this Sep-
tember. No country will be asked or expect-
ed to yield control of its borders or its
policies to anyone else. But all countries and
all governments can gain from discussion
and exchange of ideas. That’s why I hope the
September dialogue will be a beginning, not
an end.

As long as there are nations, there will be
migrants. Much as some might wish it other-
wise, migration is a fact of life. So it is not a
question of stopping migration, but of ma-
naging it better, and with more cooperation
and understanding on all sides. Far from
being a zero-sum game, migration can be
made to yield benefits for all. — (Courtesy:
UNIC, New Delhi.)

(Kofi A. Annan is Secretary-General of the
United Nations.)



