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LONDON, May 1: Asian shopkeepers in UK
have expressed fears for their safety after
three fire bomb attacks targeted local busi-
nesses, including those of Hindus and
Muslims, in south London in the past two
weeks.

Police said they believed the attacks that
killed one shopkeeper and critically injured
another were motivated by race rather than
religion, as victims included Muslims and
Hindus from saveral countries. The attack-
er, described bv wittiesses as a black person
in his thirties, was seen throwing a petrol
bomib through a window of the Price cutter
store in Kennington last Thursday.

The explosion set off a fierce blaze and
trapped Khizar Hayat, in his forties from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and an Afghan

~ colleague inside the building. Hayat later
i died from severe burns while his colleague
I is in critical condition in hospital.

Scotland Yard detectives told reporters
that the attacker had been linked to fire-

bombings at a Tulse Hill news agent and a

South Norwood corner shop last month.
Detective Superintendent Dick Heselden

+ warned of another strike by the man and

released an artist's impression of the arson-
ist described by witnesses as broad shoul-
dered, stocky black man, abouit 5 ft 8 in with

! ashaven head and barrel chest.

“In the absence of any other possible

motive, I'm working on the basis that these

are racially motivated attacks. “It's my opin-

' jon that we're .dealing with a serial fire

bomber who is targeting small Asian busi-
nesses,” he said.
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ASEAN to discuss relative
rel i \;\Qr’
functions of members " .-

China, India and Japan might soon play greater roles

"

P.S. Suryanarayana

b\
SINGAPORE: India and the Associatidn of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) “are of the view
that a forward-leoking approach is required”
if the “East Asia Summit process” is to steer
clear of controversies.

This has been indicated to The Hindu by
diplomatic sources, after a meeting which
ended in Laos on Friday between the ASEAN
and Indian officials. The ASEAN was repre-
sented by its Secretary-General Ong Keng
Yong and officials from each of the 10 mem-
ber-states, while the Indian team was led by
Rajiv Sikri, Secretary (ast).

The next stage will be discussed at an ad
hoc meeting in Malaysia in a few weeks time.
They are the ASEAN, its “Plus Three” part-
ners — China, Japan, and South Korea — and
the other three partners — India, Australia,
and New Zealand. The emerging issues centre
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on the relative roles of the Plus Three, on one
side, and the other three.

Shared vision

Mr. Ong noted, after the first EAS in Kuala
Lumpur last December, that all the participa-
nts shared the vision of a pan-regional com-
munity. The move is aimed at harmonising
the relative roles of the members to realising
the vision.

While the ASEAN officials insist that the
association will remain in the driving seat to
promote the cause of a pan-regional commu-
nity, a senior ASEAN political leader told
The Hindu that the partners of the 10-mem-
ber organisation, especially the bigger players
such as China, India and Japan might soon
play greater roles. The subjects discussed in
Laos included counter-terrorism, a field in
which New Delhi offered to share its exper-
tise with the association.
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“nuke offer

Teliran, May 14 (Reuters): pean allies have been seeking
Ifah today said it would reject  to passa UN Security Council
demand to stop what it resolution that would oblige
cplls peaceful nuclear work, a  Iran to halt all uranium en-
ay before Buropean foreign richment work or face possi-
/ ministers discuss incentives ble sanctions.
+ and penalties designed to rein But Russia and China,
in Tehran’s atomic ambitions.  which have energy interests in
European Union foreign Iran, have resisted the move.
ministers will meet tomorrow Washington agreed to let
to work out technical, trade Britain, France and Germany
and politica! sweeteners that devise a package of benefits
would be offered to Iran in ex-  for Iran in return for cooperat-
change for allaying western ing, putting back a decision on
fears it is seeking to produce a possible resolution.
anatom bomb, notably by halt- “The aim is to come up
ing uranium enrichment. with a very attractive package
Iran, the world’s fourth tomake itdifficult for the Iran-
largest oil exorter, insists its  ian government to refuse,”
nuclear plans are purely to  saida senior envoy from one of
make electricity and says it the so-called “EU3” countries.
will not give up enrichment, a A draft statement for tomo-
process which can used to rrow’s EU meeting stated the
make fuel for power stations  bloc was ready to help Tehran
but also material for weapons. develop “a safe, sustainable
“Any proposal that obliges and proliferation-proof civil-
us to stop peaceful (nuclear) ian nuclear programme”
activities would not have while insisting it halt all en-
value and would not be valid,”  richment on its soil.
Iranian President Mahmoud EU officials said it was un-
Ahmadinejad said. He ac- decided if help could include
cused the Europeans of living letting western firms build nu-
in a “colonialist world” and clear power stations in Iran,
said Tehran would not accept  an offer sources said was in an
decisions reached in Brussels.  earlier package rejected by
“If they want to decide Iran last August and which
things that concern us in a  also stipulated an end to en-
place where we are not pres- richment.
ent, then that body does not The EU wants the package
have any legal validity or cred- ready by a meeting on Friday
ibility in decision-making,” in London of the five perma-
Ahmadinejad said. nent Security Council mem-
Washington and its Euro- bers plus Germany,

e 2008
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European Union to ban LTTE

* Alienation will compel LTTE to tread a hardline path: Balasingham

Amit Baruah

NEW DELH!: After months of dis-
cussion, the 25-nation European
Union has set the stage for a for-
malban on the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a senior
European diplomat familiar
with the case told The Hindu
here on Thursday.

“The ground has been pre-
pared for a ban on the Tigers.” A
formal decision to recommend
the proscription was taken at
two separate meetings of legal
experts and counter-terrorism
specialists in Brussels on
Wednesday. According to the
diplomat, the E.U. processes
would now take hold leading to a
formal announcement of the
ban. Some key members previ-
ously objected to a ban, arguing
that a high level of proof was
needed and no engagement was

* LTTE has committed gross vlolat\ikbfﬁceaseﬂre

agreement

 Ban will be a body blow to LTTE's fund raising activity

possible with abanned organisa-
tion,

Clearly, the recent acts of vio-
lence have convinced those who
had doubts about the real face of
the LTTE, a group that remains
determined to try and achieve its
objectives through violence. A
ban by as many as 25 European
states will come as a body blow
to the LTTE’s fund-raising and
political activities conducted by
its myriad front organisations. It
will also end decades of legal tol-
eration of the Tigers by Europe-
an nations. On May 12, the E.U.
said in a statement: “The LTTE

have committed gross violations
of the Ceasefire Agreement at
sea in recent days ... the reckless
behaviour of the LTTE in the
last days can only contribute to a
dangerous escalation that re-
sults in growing hostilities and
jeopardises any possibility for
future peace talks.” In Septem-
ber 2005, the E.U. said it was
“actively considering the formal
listing of the LTTE as a terrorist
organisation. In the meantime,
the European Union has agreed
that with immediate effect, dele-

N

& g 9 \
E.U. member-states until fur-
ther notice.”

The LTTE, it appears, has an
inkling of what transpired with-
in the EU. in Brussels on
Wednesday. In a statement, its |
tactician Anton Balasingham
lashed out at any move to im-
pose a ban. “The more the in-
ternational community
alienates the LTTE, the more
the LTTE will be compelled to
tread a hardline individualist |
path,” Mr. Balasingham told the |
pro-Tiger Tamilnet website, “As
such (a E.U ban] is not going to
help bring about peace, [but] will }

only serve to exacerbate the con-
ditions of war and e
lives of Tamil civi
said, warning

gations from the LTTE will no Sri Lanka ecurity forces if the
longer be received in any of the E.U.cl
A
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Furopean Union bans LTTE

Amit Baruah k@ A A
NEW DELHI: The European Union
Foreign Ministers on Monday
ordered the listing of the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) as a banned organisa-
tion.

Western diplomats said on
Tuesday that the decision was
taken at a meeting of the General
Affairs and External Relations
Council in Brussels.

The decision confirmed a rec-
ommendation by European offi-
cials to proscribe the terrorist
outfit 6n May 17, a development
first reported by The Hindu on
May 19.

The diplomats told this corre-
spondent that the E.U. decision
would result in the freezing of
LTTE assets in 25 countries
across Europe and put an end to
its efforts to raise funds for fund-
ing its terror campaign in Sri

/o v.
5 ‘o LTTE does not represent

all Tamils: European
Parliament

- o Strong message to the
Tigers: New Delhi

o Move will hurt the
- outfit's fund-raising
efforts

Lanka.

Asked to comment on the E.U.
decision, an Indian official said:
“It’s a strong, symbolic message
to the Tigers.” The Tigers would
have to shut down their huge
office in Paris, used by Lawrence
Thilagar for propaganda activ-
ities. Fund-raising capacities of
the LTTE would also be affected,
the official said.

European nations have be-
come increasingly intolerant of

the LTTE after its latest round of
killings. On May 17, the Europe-
an Parliament sharply criticised
the militant group for attacking
a vessel carrying 710 unarmed
security force personnel, besides
members of the Sri Lanka Mon-
itoring Mission (SLMM).

Also, the vessel was flying the
SLMM flag, and was escorted by
Navy gun boats. In the attack,
one gun boat was sunk, and 18
crew members were killed.

Saying that the LTTE did not
represent all the Tamils, the Eu-
ropean Parliament called onit to
“allow for political pluralism and
alternate democratic voices in
the northern and eastern parts
of Sri Lanka, which would secure
the interests of all peoples and
communities.”

The wheel has turned full cir-
cle for the LTTE, an organisa-
tion that has shown unusual
strengths in extorting money

This witf result in the freezing of the outfit's assets in 25 countrles ‘ G WS Pg’/v B

from Tamil expatriates in the
name of waging an armed strug-
gle to create an independen
state of “Tamil Eelam.” ‘

After obtaining a degree of in-
ternational legitimacy following
the involvement of Norway as
facilitator and other key entities
such as the E.U, the United
States and Japan, the LTTE has
returned to its old ways. Its
threats to return to war in case
the E.U. slapped a ban on it have
failed to prevent Brussels from
taking the extreme step.

The assassination of Foreign
Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar
and the attempt on the life of
Army Chief Sarath Fonseka con-
vinced the European nations
that the Tigers had not changed
their stripes.

A ’
Pressure mounts on LTTE: Page 14




Demolition
squad gets

court’s nod

One more killed ih/
Vadodara violence
HTC & Agencies ﬂb\\j i%‘ '\_\(lg\t j I

Ahmedabad, May 2 k’\‘ 8 \

VADODARA. WHICH has seen large-scale mob
violence since Monday over the demolition of a
centuries-old dargah, remained tense through
Tuesday with sporadic incidents of stone-throw-
ing and one more person — injured in police fir-
ing — dving in hospital. A late night agency re-
port said another man had been burnt alive when
a mob torched a car in a fresh bout of violence.

Earlier, police tear-gassed a crowd, which threw
stones at a procession taking the bodies of two
victims of police fir-
ing for burial.

Curfew had been
relaxed for two hours
in four areas but re-
mained in force in
the city and Navapu-
ra pockets. Police
commissioner Deep-
ak Swarup said, situ-

i =1 ation permitting,
curfew might be lift-

Uneasy aftermath '\ “weinesday
# Crowds clash in wide AMeanwhile,  the
areas of city civic authorities. re-

.................... Ceived a Shot in the
arm with the Gujarat

...................................... High Court ruling
m HC upholds demolitior that all illegal struc-

of illegal structures tures — including re-

w Gontre <ays administra. Lgious ones— which
Y encroach upon public

tion was ham-handed in space need to be de-

tackling situation molished. Taking suo
motu cognisance of a
hewspaper report that Ahmedabad city alone
had movre than 1,400 illegal religious structures
encroaching public land, a division bench of
Justice B.J.Sethna and Justice R.P. Dholakia
said the authorities had the right to remove such
structures. The court also suggested that the po-
lice make preventive arrests of anti-socials, who
were likelv to obstruct demolition work.

The two-judge bench ruled that municipal au-
thorities should seek adequate police protection
while going for such demolitions. A survey by
the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation had
found that the city had 1,200 Hindu religious
structures and 260 Islamic shrines on public land.

However, the Centre said the Vadodara dis-
trict administration had not taken enough pre-
caution ir. handling the situation. The matter
had religious sentiments involved and should
have been dealt with more sensitivity.

0

L

IS 2]

THE HDUST AN

1IMEDS



"2DURISISII 1]
-IUWIS Pade] 10U IARY SAINIINIS
NPUIH 00Z°1 Ysijowoap o1 uon
-031Ip S,UINO0Y Y], "ANunuIuIod
Arount ay) wory  sisatord
Ylm  pade] uaym  IALPIAAO
B 01Ul $308 JuawwIaA0g vdn
ay1 ey utod ednrpod sy awoy
JALIP 01 d1TS §,311U3D) Y} Isn
01 pawadxa aq ued Jrd syL
"901U3D 3[1ISOY B W0y 31nssald
Ispun Zunemuded si juswuId
-A08 9115 a1 uorssaxdun ay)
U3AIS dABY p[NOM UOBI[OWP
[1e3s 0} JuawuIaA08 Jlels ayl
AqQ UOISDAP Y IPOW IW Suns
WISIAIDE S,311U3D YL "IOUI[0
-1A [[anb o1 Autie 3173 01 183nbal
e apeur ‘10ds a[qnon ayl pausia
oYM “IISIUTW J314D YL "IPOW
eIpULIEN O} uo suwre[q ay) ssed
01 3[qe U33q 10U SeY] ATTUID) 3}
SP Uaye) Sea 2IN0I J7S YL
.. SIDUBGINISIP [eunu

-0 PISSIUIIM UDIYM 33B]S B Ul
Aprernoured ‘womdadswndap jo
I311eU Y3 Ul UONAISIP [eDdIpn{
payde], DH 3yl Aq passed 1apio
a1 anud) Y1 03 Surpioddy
. PI0da1 3y uo s8urpeayd Aue
oy pue odar 1adedsmau
Y1 JO SIUU0D Y] Jo A1dRIIA
3yl ojul uoneue[dxa apej ew
-11d e BUIdNPUOd UIAI INOYIIM
‘asseul ua saInPnIs padaqpe je
JO UOLI[OWIap PIPAIIP $1IN0d
Y8y ayL, :pres anusd Iyl
“wipuy Jo sawrg 2y ui odar
B U0 pape unod ysy syl jeyy
pauwIep [3SUNOd JUIWUIIA0S
Y1 dIS 91 U] "1noy aurdidng
ayl yoeoxdde o1 jusunied
-9p [e89] 2yl Waup 01 A1UID
a pardwroxd siyy, ‘Sutiy apad
-31d 1snur 1e qup amus ay1
Pa1dNpuUod pey UORBISIUIWPE
WHISIP Syl ‘s[epyjo Ansiurua
SWOY Uotu() 01 BUIpIONy

WYL JO paldadxa sem se
108 10U PIp UOHBNSIUTIIPR 11
-SIp 9yl 1211 2A3Y[3q 01 UOSLaI
ousey anus) ayy, :presjedsng
MA AIe1apas awroy uorun
"ansst 311 Jo Surpuey s,21ua)
ay) yim Addeyqun axam Sunosw
19UIqeD 3Y) 12 aNssI 3yl pastel
oym ‘ysws unlty pue Aem

B

-uy YV "uonijourap ayj uiyeis
I0]  UONUDAINUI S JIJISTUTI
auIpg 343 JySnos Aepsaupap uo
‘TPOW BIPUSIEN JJISTUNUI JOTLD
lerefno Uo 2yl 0] INSSY YL AN
01 JU3WIUISA0S 31 JUeM UDIYM
OIIUSD) Y] UMM SUOTSS
“yleuriaye ue
Se P31 91aM SNPUIH OM] 13))e

b

Moy <0

A1 ay1 ur o ayo1q siony A
Sy urgesiep e ysiowap 0 uols
-ID3P S, UONRLISIUIUIPE JY) 0} P
-Pea1 Ayrunururod Ajourw ay
ng ‘SWISNW Y1 01 0M) pue
snpury a1 01 Surduofaq sarm
-ONLIS SNOISI[al T paysyow
-3p Apeare sey uonensmuw
-pe JIAD eiepOpEA U1 ‘stb
-onaIsur 1nod a1 Mmoo
"SULIYS JIUIe[S] 09z pue safd
-Wa1 007 T YSTPWaP 01 Jauow
1SE] WONRNSTUNLIPE 183§ S
pawaxp pey 1nod ydny ayy,
‘erepope ut adeds drqnd
uodn Sunpeonus samwnas
SNOIBIBI  YSI[OWAp 01 13pIo
uno) ydiy 1ere(nn ayl Aeis o)
11108 pue 1no7) suraxdng
Ul 1 JIS ue poayy
AepsinyJ, uo aNUIYH HY

o HBdMAN_
neaing jes>ijod InQ

YIP3 SNOIS1[24 JO UOIJOWIP S|[e)S IS

PIOA 8 [INN eJepopep uQ aAojy DH 1eselnn Topuay 0] oy 1S Save) 10N

r he ﬁCunuzmc fima)



‘pappe aot1od ayy ‘reindsoy
01 panTuipe ueaq Sey pur saramiul
IDUIUL PBATED.T 9 NI[BALL [Buos.Iad
01 onp sem SuUIqQels aygl pres aoijod
S TUSPIOUT 911 Sutwayguo) 1ysu
Aepsany], uo eaae eandeaeN oyl
U1 PAGQeIS sem URW PlO-IBGS-GL
‘ABD oY) FULIMP Ao
O3 Wl 001M) Seyodell el pasels osye
Awae oy oanseawt Aleuorineosaad
e se A0 oy} Ul paiojdsp poureurag
SO00f AdedfTiureed pue Awae oy,
y3tu 8y ut aiey
uonEnIls 9yl IUIMaTAal I91Je uavel
M PIMOM MaiinD Jo vonexeiod uard
-LWOW U0 UOISTHIP Y "SInoYy uorjexeod
ML) a1 SULINP PoiIods.l 1uspIour
PIRAOIUN OU Sem 313Y]) PLes 80l[od
‘wd 0g'¢ 01 wd 0g'g WO poxe[al
oq [Im MalInd a1e3rued pue eandoey
‘Fneqriaaey] jo seale 9aJY1 JI9YI0
9} Ul ‘uoou gI 0} We (06 W0 Ses

-Te uoriels adrfod A110 pue 1peA ‘eand
-BABN UT DPOXRIAT Udaq SBY MalIn)
A2 9] Ul uotssnogadad Jonus ALY
1. UpIp jusapIoul oy} ‘ing ‘Sawr] uel
-snpury prol dnaemg yedss(g I9U01S
ST 9o1j0d ‘Juang punoj aIsm
yoigm  sinuogod awos pue ydead

A310 ul paAojdap uiewai 0}
S9240) Arenjlwreded pue AWy B
SANOY 331y} 104 Aeplriy
U0 AL 3U) Ul PIXeIaI MajInd B
SINOY HZ Ul ad9ymAuUR Loy
PI1I0dal JUIDIDUI premoIUN ON B

1108 3HL No

-ojoyd S.A118p € PBY - - SIALID Awys
NOL1-0INE AQ PaIesdd opISpRrOL
oY) AQ |INIONAS 199J-991i1-A0100)
-0M} 9L "SUTUIOW 9] Ul AjTea Juang
punoj sem eale eloyy Ul 1usuased
e uo digsiom jo 2oe(d v 18AsMOy
SBAIR UOTIRIS
ao170d X15 oyl [k ul Aepliy U0 ualp
TIYD pue UBWOM I3 J0J SINOY da44}
JI0J PoxXeldI Sem MmoLIno ‘Inpovad
SuUieWLI  UOLBNIS 3Ul Yl
TETA pawey
-Urewt ao1jod pue Aulie o} sv {]
3aeod U0 JUem 08]e Sonbsow 5, Sjiv
oy ut saedead Aepliy sInoy &7 1swd
811 10 dT8YMAUR Wo.y patiodot sem
JUapIouwl pIremojun ou se AepLig uo
Ajreurtou 03 {oeq padwi] BIBPOPEA
0 ALID NYOL-ITINOML WHL

5 Aey “praRpaWIYY
sed NIH1vYd

elepopep o} Suinjaa A}jeuLIoN

Aepii4 u IYja( Ul ucyeISuoWwep Isajoid e
1B 1U0J4 SBILIOUI BIPUI-IIY 8UJ JO SISIAIOY
d3v

spuep orjgnd Uo saanionIls
SNOI3TAL AQ S1USWIHIROIIUD [T SB3]0 0}
18NS pUE J0Y[BY "BIBPOPRA UI S91ILI0Y)
Ne IAT0 §UNDAIIP Japdo 1no) ysSiyg
jede(nry B PoARIS 1eyl ‘Aepsanyyj, uo
10107 awsldng ur (471S) uoniiad asaeo]
[e1oads ¥ Sulqy o] siseq ayl se 1oy diys
~TOAA JO $30B[d OUl PUR €GE 9[0Ty posn
0STe sey oJdlue) oY) A1SunsoaLIu]
"BOUIISIXO OJUT B SME]
-Aq pue sueld 3uiping Jeiye puey orgnd
nodn yaen S erie A
G aS0H I} AJUO USTIOWDY Poys saijtioy)
-ne 1010STD S 1AI STeTR1re LISTUTRY
‘pies [BIO[JO UR "Sa.q)
-ONLIS Uyons JO Jo)oereyd Snol3rpda ayy
JO 8oUBUSIUTRU 813 10] ST[B) 10V dTUSIOM
JO S80R[g DU} 9DUTS ‘LEHT 'CT I1Sn3ny o Se
FOUIISTX UL 310M JEL) S2INIOMas snois
-1[2d DY) AJTIUIPT 0) Sem 2)elS dY} WOy
sTielap o1} 3UNYees Jo eopl d1seq ayL,,
- Jaret yonut dn Huied peod,, ai) pue
A310 83 JO S1ITHSINO 31} U0 Sem ‘pPalonals
-L0D USUM "yDIIDP eTepope) poysijounp
U1 JeUl POTedAd 3T YIIm d[geireAe uoje
-WLIOJUT 9} 1B} JUSUIULISA0S Jere(ns) ay)
0} Pa1LITPUL AXISTUIT SO SYL, "L¥6T ‘ST

ISNSNY U0 poaIsixa 1 SB I810RIBYD SNOTS
-1[9 SYT JO @OUeUaIUTEB 9L} -10] sopraoxd
pue diysaom Jo aoeld Aue JO UOISIIAUON
syqryoxd jeyy 30V diysiop Jo S30eld
3y} uo paseq sem uotutdo s 80us) 9y [,
‘Jelelns) oprsino pue W
1304 ‘UOISUS] [UNTUWO0 03 Pea] ST 1
SE 3NN SNOI3I[al g SUIYSTIOWap 5.10]
-9 SP.102a1 pue] [[e AJLISA 0} TUSWUISAOF
1eJenio) ay) PastApe os{e 11U U, 'IST]
Y} PUSS 03 }84 ST T8ADMOY] JUSWIUIIN0E
jeaeng ay,l, Ajaedold JUSTWIUIBA0S todn
PaYoEBOIOUS 1B} SINIONI)S SNOTSITaI JO
S{LEIap pue IS1] AAISUBYRIdIIoD © 10] POy
-SB pey a11ua)) 9y} ‘eIepopeA Ul paidnis
3oualolA Aep 9} ABPUOIAN UO JUSWUIS
-A08 91¥)S 2y} 0} UoTIBDIUNUIIoD € uf
1661 10V sU0Is1A0ld [1DdS
91 pue HONNITISUCD aY} JO GGE [TV
Japun J3nos sem Uo[jewLIojul ay) pies
$90JN0S JUUIUISA0S yere(nn) ay) woyy
puel oriqnd uodn SulyoeoIdUS saan)
-onays snotsias ayl Jo ISt po[ielep ®
1SNos sBY ANSTUIWE swiol NOINN FH.L

S Aew ‘Wiea >>mwh
o, ewseys HSINIVE




“JejroRs-ntie si-'duesoudt pue Auasod
13 J0 adejuepe anpun Buiye) ‘suossed
+0) JuowRInge 10 dpy Supmord Agq
10 piely 10 32105 Aq JOYIAYM ‘UOISIIAUOD
peswiefio. “tnoy dop sAnuney sy
03 BuipIodoy “pajini pey Lnod ay} , ‘s1pud)
s} jo uonsodio ue Aq uoiBips s3u0
peands Jo Jwsupn o Ing ‘uciBlal UMO
25,900 0} bossad Jayjour LaAU0) 0f JyBu
3l Jou i SjuRB uonNINSUOY BY) JeYM,
) ‘ApAadsai ‘go6t pue

- £96# Uj SMef UOISIdAU0D-fue passed pey
‘ssa18u07) 33 Aq pajjosjuod U3Y) Jidm
LM ‘S3TE]S OM) DU | "BSSLIO pUe Ysapeld
ehypely Aq pepeus sme; Sumquoud
UDISIIAUDY JO  AYDIRA  [PUONNIYSUOD
3y pydn pey uno> Ayl ‘ysapeld
eAYPRY 10 310G B SOSIAA ShEjstuBlS
Ay ey w wewSpnl ff61 e uj “Mno)
awadng ayyAq papalai pue pasepisuod
anssy (e Sem ALY 03 JyB12 S141 SAPRPUI
uoiSias aededord pue dmeid oy Wi
[ejuaWepUNE Ak 18y} PUE)s S UBRA FHL

y3u jeyuawepuny
'Se UOISJAAU0) JN0
S3JnJ 14n0d xady

Me| ueq uoISIIAU0) Sasod

‘uotun ueadoing ayy
utof 03 suoga s Aaxany pasoddo
Y usym pIOM UIL[SNIA U3 YIm
DIJUOd 03Ul uednea 3yl 1ydnoig
0S[e O "1UAZNPUL-j3s Ay} 10§
uoi1[21 e wISIYppng pauLidl pey
34 ‘08e JUNAWOS '[BISIIAOIIU0D
Ajjenba azam sundOp YanyH
311 IPISING SUOTIUIAINUL SiH

Jqoustnbur puelsy sy
pue I3[lamioy S,pon ‘feurpied
-13zued Se NS SoWeuydIu wiy
pausea uotisod aurpiey StyL

‘uonioqe Jxod
-dns oym 3s0y3 01 UOIUNWWIOD
Auap o1 sdoysiq payse pue :aqig
a1 jo uonewadiaiur ISIU)
Yy passtusip ¢ uodai-nue
JO OPIDA, YT SP DISNIU 3OO
PaquISaIp Y Uaym ASIdA0IIUOD
payall pey 3y ‘uondadenuod
pue Adeqiao Apsaud uo smaja
S,InyD ayl uo Aufiqixayy Aue
SMOYS 19A2U AU IIYM SMIA
Juypiey siy 10} ASIDAOIIUOD
jo13lgns e uadq sey adod ayL
*aUuIIop
$22S13A0 1RI1 MO URIIEA U2
Jo peay ayi sem 3 ‘s1edd Suof g
10§ Fiuod oyl uiwodaq a10jog
“SMIIA JATIPAIISUODBIIN POy
o1 umouy st 3y se ursudins jou
21e SUONIASSE §,01pauag odog
‘pres Aspiter uniy Ael
-3103s [e13uad d g |, ‘1DI1I0d Afjed

-1419 pue A[fe1ow osje a1e A3yl
‘Teuonnisuod 10 Aewnday A
213U 10U 318 — AI3QUIG IO DU
-NJUL ANpun ‘ssaInp Aq pasned
— uoIs19Au0d lqIyold ydym
saey uelpu] '$3s$3301d [eUOTININS
-U0d pue 2a1esI83] s, etpuy 01 1J9y
1$3Q 3¢ AewW eIPU] UI SME] UOIS
-13AUOD-TIUE JO AJ[RUOTININSUOD
aylL, ‘suotasse jeded ay o1
Ajdreys paldear oste drg ayL
“pres Ansiaru
sliejje [UIAIXD Yyl Aq ponssi
wawoaless e, ‘uordijal atededord
pue 2ompead ‘ssajoad Apagy o1
14311 31 pUB DUIDSUOD JO LIOP
-3317 01 papnua Afjenbs aze suos

-1ad [{e 1eyl saels etpuf jo uon

-nnsuo) ayL siydu jenba Aol

-Ua syie] snodai (e Jo s1ualay
-PE UDIYM U ALTUNOD DNRLOWIP
pue 1ejndas e s eipug 1eyl padpa
-moude iy, suonsasse jeded
Y1 PaI AJIMS (Y[ MIN
‘pedu] eaeiiury 1opes
-sequue s, eipuy pjol adod aus,‘pa
-afar Ajwny aq 1snw wWopaay
snodial jo ydu [eudwep
-UNy Yl U0 SUONDMISAL Aroteut
-WSIp AjIeap Jlesidar 0y 1duwial
-1e ajqisuayaldar gy Supnp
-ut ‘uoneu ayl jo suoidar auwos
P2{QNOII SAPY DI DUBIIOILT
sno1dijax jo sudis Swqanisip ay .,

T ,.\_. 65/

AN30QI534d 01 1118 S¥3138 YONYIA0D NVHASVIVY SV STIUYNOISSIN TYD01 404 WYY JHL NI 1OHS

‘elpul ut juedwel sem adlerd
-jo1ul sNOI3I[31 Jey] wiep s,uon
-33s € 3uIsI0pud aq 01 paiead
-de osfe Aepug uo adog sy,
‘adogd ayy worpusues Suons
Yl Jo 1Xuod Ayl ur asuods
-ax [enuapisaid ay3 yoles o1 Sut
-1S3131Ul 3q [[1M 1] 3IDIAPE SIY 10}
JUIPISII Y 0} [[I1F Y} Pal1d)
-31 sey ays ‘uIsse 13y uaAld
10U sey [ned eyqueld ourdaod
31e3s pies andrer woij stroday
“yuour ise|
10u13A08 3U1 01 pIpIBAMIO] SEM
‘AjquIassy aiels 3yl Aq passed
‘M9 YL ‘MP] UOISIdALOD-I3UIR
ue Peud 0] SLOJS S IUIWUII
-A08 ueypisefey ay1 o1 doxpypeqe
se sauw10d suonuasse jeded ay L
"pawala1 aq pinoys pue jeuoniny
-[ISUOIUN J13M SUOISIIAUOD ME[
-1N0 01 531818 SWOS Ul SO 18yl
uedleA 3] 03 JOPESSEqUIR MIU
seipuj pjor ‘afenSue; Buons
Ajjensnun ue u ‘1dIpauag adog
pres stied woij syrodar Aouafy
"uoIs13AUG) Juruueq mej a1
asoddo 0y uado a1 ut 1n0 FUied
wipauag adod uaym Aepud
uo0 1500q 10{PUI £ PIAIIDIII
SuoisIaauod ur pagegua
salrenoIssiw uelsuy) IH

IH13Q MIN

d. neaing [e3131|0d INO

0 3dod

The Economit I imma?

20 Miy one



Allo

v

London: An increasingly assertive Vatican has reiterat-
ed the seven-year-old message first put out by the late
Pope John Paul IT on a visit to India—religious conver-
sion is a human right and it will be unconstitutional for
India to ban it.

Thirteen months into his papacy, Benedict XVI up-
braided India’s new ambassador to the Holy See, Amitava
Tripathi, as he presented his letters of accreditation, with
the grim warning that there wers “disturbing signs of re-
ligious intolerance which have troubled some regions of
the nation, including the reprehensible attempt to legis-
late clearly discriminatory restrictions on the fundamen-
tal right of religious freedom”. In the full text of the Pope’s
comments to Tripathi, seen by TOI, Benedict XVI, once
dubbed the “Panzerkardinal” and “God’s Rottweiler”, said
the attempt to restrict religious freedom “must be firmly
rejected as not only unconstitutional, but also as contrary
to the highest ideals of India’s founding fathers who be-
lieved in a nation of peaceful co-existence and mutual tol-
erance between different religions and ethnic groups”.

The Pope’s admonition to Tripathi came at a routine
Vatican ceremony to receive letters of accreditation from
the ambassadors of Moldova, Australia and Cape Verde.

Experts on the reigning Pope’s body language, key ad-
visors and the tone and tenor of his pronouncements—

Rashmee Roshan Lall | NN
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Pope to India

often likened to Kremlinologists of old—said Benedict
XVI's warning merely renewed and hardened his prede-
cessor’s 1999 message to an India under the BJP regime.
Benedict XVI's language is being read as unusually strong.

It is the second time this week that the Pope has de-
manded the right to religious freedom in countries with
non-Christian majorities. On Monday, he urged Muslim
countries to give Christian minorities the same rights
that Muslims enjoyed in the Christian West.
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Pope told of \inglia,’s displeasure

in
HT Political Bureau |/ | -0 %
New Delhi, May 23 3 -\)\\
INDIA HAS conveyed to the Vatican its
strong disapproval of the Pope’s recent
statements on religious intolerance in
the country.

On Tuesday, minister of state for ex-
ternal affairs Anand Sharma told the Ra-
jya Sabha during Zero Hour that the Vat-
ican representative had been summoned
on Monday and told in “no uncertain
terms” that the government disapproved
of the Pope’s statement.

The matter was raised in the House by
BJP’s Ravi Shankar Prasad, who said the
Pope’s comments were inappropriate and
asked why the government had remained
silent. In his reply, the minister said the
government’s response had been “firm,
appropriate and timely”.

The government had conveyed its dis-
pleasure over the remarks to the Vati-

2o M onn
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can’s charge d’affaires. He had also been
told that it appeared that the Pope had not
been appropriately briefed about India’s
secular credentials or the religious toler-
ance that is appreciated the world over. .

THE HIDUST AN TiME'S

On May 18, Pope Benedict XVI had
made a statement to the new Indian am-
bassador to Vatican when the latter pre-
sented his credentials. “There are dis-
turbing signs of religious intolerance
which have troubled some regions.of the
nation (India),” the Pope had said. Bene-
dict XVI had also said that laws to ban re-
ligious conversions were discriminatory
and impinged on the right to religious
freedom.

Referring to the Pope’s comments,
Prasad said while Article 25 guaranteed
the freedom of speech and freedom of re-
ligion, it did not include the right to con-
duct forced religious conversions.

Prasad was joined by his party col-
leagues who asserted that the Pope’s com-
ments were not only “unwarranted inter-
ference” but also amounted to a slur on
the secular character of India’s democra-
cy. They demanded to know why the gov-
ernment had not acted in the matter.



Yet again we cave in to religious bigots | -

Rival groups are egging each other on in a politics of grievance. Now, militant Hindus
in Britain turn on M.F. Husain.

Nick Cohen

HE SATANIC Verses, Behzti, Theo van

Gogh’s Submission, Jerry Springer: The
Opera, the Danish cartoons of Muhammed....
now we can add the London exhibition of the
work of Magbool Fida Husain to the rapidly
expanding list of works of art and satire
targeted by militant religion.

For readers interested in Indian culture,
the show at the Asia House gallery in the
West End’s fine art district should have been
essential viewing, Husain is the grand old
man of Indian art. He began as aboy painting
cinema hoardings for six annas per square
footbefore getting his first break at the Bom-
bay Art Society in 1947. His international
appeal lies in his mixing of classical tradi-
tions with modern styles. Art from all over
the world inspires him — Emil Nolde and
Oskar Kokoschka were early influences —
but you only have to glance at his pictures to
know an Indian must have painted them.

The Indian High Commissioner, Kama-
lesh Sharma, claimed at the opening that
Husain was India’s greatest modern artist.
The exhibition was to run until August, to
allow visitors to decide for themselves if he
was right.

They won’t be able to now. Asia House
closed the show on Monday after threats of
violence from anonymous Hindu funda-
mentalists. Arjun Malik of the Hindu Hu-
man Rights campaign assured me they had
nothing to do with him, but said his group
had been willing to do everything short of
violence to stop the public seeing two of
Husain’s works.

His supporters had already deluged the
gallery with letters, phone calls and emails
complaining that Husain’s “so-called art” of-
fended the “sentiments of the Hindu com-
munity of the UK.” (Whether it did is
debatable, as no one has elected the Hindu
Human Rights campaign to represent the
Hindu or any other community.) The pro-
testers also went for Hitachi, which had giv-
en Asia House plasma TV screens, and
demanded public apologies from everyone
involved, including the Indian High
Commissioner.

They called off a planned demonstration
in London on Sunday because, like the man-
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CONVENIENT TARGET: M F. Husain — Photo: V. Ganesan.

agers of the Birmingham Repertory Theatre
who closed ®ehzti after the demonstrations
by conservative Sikhs and the national
newspaper editors who refused to publish
the Danish cartoons, Asia House buckled
under the pressure to censor.

The apparently separate protests from
different faiths are connected. What we are
seeing is rival fundamentalists egging each
other on in a politics of competitive griev-
ance. Every time one secures a victory, the

THE HINDU

others realise they can’t be left behind. If
satirists are frightened of having a go at
Islam because they believe they may be
killed — and they are — why shouldn’t Chris-
tian fundamentalists decide to become more
menacing?

A comedian who takes a pop at the Pope
sends the subliminal message: “We can de-
ride your religion as despicable because we
know you are not so despicable you will
resort to violence.” There is a limit to how

S

long the ultras for any religion will put up
with that before they change the ground
rules.

After abusive Sikh men closed Behzti,
Gurpreet Kaur Bhatti’s play about the abuse
of Sikh women by Sikh men, Christian Voice
upped the ante against Jerry Springer: The
Opera. It had previously run at the National
Theatre for months without attracting pro-
test. But when BBC2 came to broadcast it,
London Christians imitated Birmingham
Sikhs and BBC executives suddenly needed
the protection of private security guards.

You can see the same pattern in the
hounding of M.F. Husain. The paintings the
demonstrators targeted were nudes of Drau-
padi and Durga. Arjun Malik went into all
kinds of verbal convolutions when I asked
what he had against them, before coming out
with the explanation that “according to tra-
dition, they should not be disrobed.” The
reason for the tongue-twisting is that nude
gods and goddesses have been a part of the
Indian tradition for 5,000 years. As Husain
said: “Here, the nudity is not nakedness; it is
a form of innocence and maturity.”

It is no longer innocent because, after the
state-sponsored violence of the Danish car-
toon protests, Hindus from the religious In-
dian right looked around for a grievance of
their own. They picked on Husain — the fact
that he was born a Muslim made him a
natural target — and began a confessional
arms race. In February, a Muslim politician
in the Uttar Pradesh offered a large reward
to anyone who beheaded the Danish cartoo-
nists. A Hindu politician responded by say-
ing he would pay the same to anyone who
would kill Husain.

What is depressing is that, apart from a
letter to The Guardian, from Lord Meghnad
Desai, the closure of a major exhibition by
fanatics has passed without comment. Brit-
ish troops are fighting against forces motiva-
ted by the religious fervour of the ultraright.
British police officers arrest suspects they
claim are inspired to kill because they, too,
have a psychotic religious mission. Yet every
week, comedians, art gallery owners, TV
producers, newspaper editors and Home Of-
fice Ministers give in to religious extremists.
This is no way to win a war. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2006



Delhi knives
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New Delhi, April 7: If the na-
tionally important issue of
wardrobe malfunction on the
ramp is keeping the Maha-
rashtra government preoccu-

pied, nudes on M.F. Husain's

canvas are causing a flutter of
activity at the centre of the
country’s power.

Husain, who today moved
the Supreme Court seeking
transfer to Delhi of criminal
complaints filed against him
in Indore and Rajkot “for out-
raging religious sentiments”
with his works, does not know
he might be jumping from the
frying pan to the fire as the
home ministry had put the In-
telligence Bureau on him.

After receiving the IB re-
port that said paintings such
as Bharat Mata and other nu-
de images of Hindu deities can
cause communal trouble, the
ministry, under Shivraj Patil,
is considering prosecuting the
91-year-old painter under a se-
ction of the Indian Penal Code.

The IB report suggested
that the government should
take damage control steps.

Sources said the law minis-
iry, whose opinion had been
sought, has said Husain can be
prosecuted under Section
295A, which deals with oufrag-
ing religious feelings of a com-
munity.

The home ministry section
dealing with human rights
had sent photographs of se-
ven-eight paintings by Husain
to the law ministry.

These paintings are Hanu-
man opposite Sita sitting g
the thigh of a naked R a,
nude Sita on the m{ﬁl of
Hanuman, bull copulating wi-
th Parvati and Shankar watch-
ing on Shivratri, Durga in sex-
ual union with a tiger, nude

out for Husaln
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Husain: Transfer plea

Laxmi on the head of Ganesh,
nude Saraswati playing the
Veena and Bharat Mata in the
nude.

On the Bharat Mata paint-
ing, the law ministry has said
it does not violate either the
State Emblems Act or the Pre-
vention of Insults to National
Honour Act and Husain cann-
ot be prosecuted for this work.

Before it makes a decision,
the big question for the gov-
ernment is if it should risk
being clubbed with radical
Hindu outfits by starting pros-
ecution or simply put Husain
on a leash by serving him a
warning or a notice.

The sources said though
the home ministry was divid-
ed, the majority opinion was
in favour of ﬁling a case agai-
nst the painter. It is a decision
the ndinistry will, obviously,
not take without cofisulting
the Prime Minister’s Office.

announced for killing or

~mutilating him, Husain has

requested the Supreme Court
to club the cases in Indore and
Rajkot with a similar compla-
int filed in the Patiala House
courts in Dethi so that the hea-
rings are held in the capital.

0 7 yele ’)zﬁjj}
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Afghan Christian
“convertreleased -

ASSOCITED PRESS
KABUL MARCH 28

AN AFGHAN man who
had faced the death penalty
for converting from Islam to
Christianity has been re-
leased from prison after the
case was dropped amid in-
tense international pressure,
the Justice Minister said on
Tuesday.

The UN said it is working to
find a country willing to grant
asylum to Abdul Rahman,
who has appealed to leave
Afghanistan. Italian Foreign
Minister Gianfranco Fini will
ask his government to accept
Rahman, the Italian govern-
ment said in a statement.

Afghan Justice Minister
Mohammed Sarwar Danish
said that Rahman, 41, was re-
leased from the high-security
Pfﬁ:;arki prison on the out-
skiss of Kabul late Monday.
~ “We released him because

X /y ~from pl’l SO (e

INDIAN

Abdul Rahman

the prosecutors told us to,” he
said. “His family was there
when he was freed, but Idon’t
know where he was taken.”
Deputy Attorney-General
Mohammed Eshak Aloko
said prosecutors had issued a
letter calling for Rahman’s
release because “he was men-
tally unfit to stand trial.” He
also said he did not know
where Rahman was staying.

EXPrESS
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-~ warrant ¢
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M F Husain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
INDORE,MARCH 22

A LOCAL court today is-
sued a bailable arrest warrant
against noted painter M F
Husain for allegedly painting
nude picture of Bharat Mata.

The bailable arrest warrant
was issued by Judicial Magis-
trate First Class, Narendra
Jain on the petition filed by a
social worker Ajay Singh

" Naruka. The court also re-

f jected the request application
filed by Husain’s counsel for
transfering the case to Delhi
on the grounds that the painter
was facing a threat to his life in
Madhya Pradesh,

Naruka’s advocate Chan-
drashekar said. Husain’s coun-
sel telegraphed the request to
the court, whichrejected it fol-
lowing objections by the peti-
tioner, he said. Earlier, the
court had issued summons to
Husain in the case and directed
him to appear before it today,
but he failed to do so.

Naruka has said in his peti-
tion that Husain’s alleged
painting of a nude image of
Bharat Mata had hurt the sen-
timents of Hindus. The court
has fixed April 13 as the next
date of hearing in the case.

i
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- Three dead, dozens injured in
v cartoon protests in Pakistan

Q) AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE ' %\
PESHAWAR/JAKARTA/KUALA LUMPUR,
FEBRUARY 15

THREE people were killed and
dozens injured in Pakistan today, officials
said, bringing the country’s death toll
from protests against cartoons of the
Prophet Mohammed to five.

An eight-year-old boy and a 28-year-
old man died as thousands of people
demonstrated in the northwestern city of
Peshawar, while a youth was killed by
gunfire during a second day of protests in
castern Lahore,

“We have received the bodies of two
people, an eight-year-old boy and a 28-
year-old man,” said Yousuf Pervez,
Deputy Medical Superintendent at Lady
Reading Hospital in Peshawar,

“The man, named Feroz, fell on an
electricwire that s said to have snapped in
police firing,” he said. “The boy, who was
identified as Mohammed, died when a
bullet hit his head during aerial firing,”

He did not say whether police or pro-
testers had fired the bullet that killed the
boy. “There are 30 people wounded. The
injured include people hit by teargas

A US fast food restaurant after It was
set on fire by protesters in Peshawar
on Wednesday. Reuters

shells,” added Pervez. “Four or five are in

a serious condition. Their wounds are

deep and we are worried about them.”
Avyouth died in crossfire between po-

lice and protesters in the new campus
area of Lahore’s Punjab University,
police said, a day after two demonstra-
tors were shot dead during mass riots in
the same city.

The exchange of fire took place when
mostly student protesters started hurling
stones at security forces and passing vehi-
cles the official said.

Meanwhile in Jakarta, Indonesia’s Im-
porters Association began a boycott of
Danish products today, its chairman
Amiruddin Saud said.

“Starting today, we will halt imports of
Danish goods as our way of protesting the
publication of the cartoons,” said Saud.

Elsewhere Malaysia has ordered a
Chinese-language daily to halt publica-
tion for two weeks as punishment for
printing a photograph showing Danish
cartoons of Prophet Muhammad in
their February 3 edition.

Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said in a statement late on
Tuesday that heordered the Guang
Ming Daily, Malaysia’s third-largest Chi-
nese-language daily, to stop publication
of its evening edition for two weeks
starting tomorrow.




[

N

e

{«“European

Hindus protest

‘oﬁending’\,\\l
- whiskey ad

By Rashmee Roshan Lall/TNN

London: European Hindus
have joined with their Amer-
ican counterparts to fight
the so-called ‘whiskey wars’
against an American manu-
facturer’s controversial at-
tempt to advertise its tipple
through images of Durga
Devi astride a tiger, cradling
numerous bottles of booze in
her many hands.

The advertisement for
Southern Comfort whiskey,
denounced as “blasphemous
and sacrilegious” by British
Hindus, was first glimpsed at
a discotheque in the Greek
capital, Athens.

Bimal Krishna Das of the
UK’s National Council of Hin-
du Temples (NCHT) told TOI
on Monday that the whiskey
manufacturer appeared to be
“offending, insulting and den-
igrating Hindu culture, they
are mocking Hinduism.”

The NCHT, which claims
support from the umbrella
Hindu American Founda-
tion, has warned that it will

-

launch large-scale protests if

Southern Comfort does not
respond to its appeal to with-
draw the Durga adverts.

The NCHT, which repre-
sents 90 of the UK’s 140 Hin-
du temples and by extension

at least 75 per cent of 4

Britain’s estimated 600,000
Hindus, said it was time for
Hindus around the world
and the Indian government
to stand up and be counted.
“Many Hindus in north In-
dia revere Durga mata,” said
Das, adding that Western
manufacturers still ap-
peared to ride roughshod
over Hindu-sentiment.

The NCHT compiained
that New Delhi had never
supported Hindu campaigns

against the succession of

“sacrilegious”  marketing
impulses of big companies
around the world. “Now,”
said Das, “it was time for a
change of stance.”

The Hindu ‘whiskey wars’
come just a year after the suc-
cessful “bikini battle” waged
by the NCHT and other west-
ern European Hindu groups
against designer Roberto
Cavalli’s religiously-enriched
images on his swimwear and
lingerie range.



Conversmn won’t

be tolerated: Modi

By Hitarth Pandya/TNN

Subir (Dangs): “Aa laut ke
aaja mere meet, tujhe mere
geet bulate hai..” the rendi-
tion by Ram kathakar
Moraribapu of this soulful
Mukesh number completed
the setting as two lakh peo-
ple thronged the Pampa
sarovar at Shabri Kumbh
here on Saturday. The mo-
tive behind the mela was
clear on the first day.

Chief minister Narendra
Modi joined the religious
leaders to say the time had
come for “converted tribals”
to adopt their own religion.
Without mincing words,
Modi and religious leaders
Moraribapu and Asaramba-
Pu were categorical that con-
version won’t be tolerated
any more. “Conversion of
tribals by offering them med-
icines and food will not be tol-
erated and it’s time for them
to return home,” they said.

The dais was cramped

206

with sadhus and Bhil lead-
ers in the backdrop of a
poster loaded with symbol-
ism, showing Ram Kkilling
Ravana. Taking digs at the
Congress and NGOs for their
opposition to Shabri Kumbh,
Modi said sarcastically, “I
would like to thank Con-
gress leader Arjun Singh,
who discussed the Shabri
Kumbh with Sonia Gandhi
and abused its organisers for
almost half-an-hour. I also

would like to thank those
jhola chhap people (NGOs)
for raking up the issue and
bringing it to the notice of
the rest of the world. And fi-
nally, I would like to thank
the media which for a
change has given positive re-
ports on the event.”
Defending the decision to
organise the Kumbh, he said,
“Whatever we have said and
done is as per the constitu-
tion, which mentions that
conversion by means of force
or temptation is wrong.
Whatever is happening in
Dangs is not good for the trib-
als and efforts to take them
away from Ram will fail.”
Moraribapu, who mooted
the idea of the Shabri
Kumbh, began by quoting
the Bible. He said, “The
Bible says that conversion
by means of allurement is a
sin and a person doing it
and the person who gets
converted will go to hell. I
wish Christians follow it.”



Cartoon protests grow louder

i

Demonstrators

raise slogans

for al-Qaida ..
o

MASSIVE PROTEST rallies
were held in Srinagar, Baramul-
lah and Anantnag and Sophian
on Friday against the US, Den-
mark and other Western coun-
tries for the disregard shown
against the Prophet of Islam.

Mirwaiz Ummer Farooq, chair-
man of a faction of the Hurriyat
Conference, led a large procession
in the interior Srinagar. The pro-
cession from the Jamia masjid
ended at Rajouri Kadal.

Most of the young participants
raised slogans in favour of the al-
Qaida, responsible for the Sep-
tember 11, 2002, attack on Ameri-
ca. A section also raised slogans
in favour of Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
and other militant groups operat-
ing in Jammu and Kashmir.

Shaikh Shoukat, Imam of Ahl--
e-hadees, led the protest march at
Gawkadal. Dakhtaran-e-Millat
activists held a rally at Lal
Chowk. There were demonstra-
tions at the main chowk in the
southern district headquarters
of Anantnag. Baramullah,
Shopian and Kulgam, too, wit-
nessed protest rallies.

The Imams and khateebs
(preachers) set the mood for the
protests. They lashed out at anti-
Islamic forces for their “sus-
tained campaign against Islam
and the Muslims”. .

“America first  attacked
Afghanistan, then Iraq and now
are preparing for Iran. They
want to subjugate the whole Is-
lamic world. The rulers of the

RASHID Ahmad
Srinagar, February 10

Protesters march past an Israeli flag set on fire in Srinagar.

Muslim countries have no guts
to stand. up to the American on-
slaught. It’s time for the common
Muslims across the world to rise
and protect the faith and val-
ues,” said a khateeb in a mosque
at Maisumma.

“The onslaught is not restrict-
ed just to the geographical identi-
ties of the Muslims. Our faith and
sentiments are also targeted. The

blasphemous caricature of our
Prophet in the Western newspa-
pers is a part of this campaign,”
the Imam said. The ire against
America and the West dominated
the sermons of the khateebs of
other mosques as well.

Earlier, the Shia mourners
shouted slogans against the US
during Moharrum processions on
Thursday.

Bush“\‘ldoking
forward to
India visit

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, February 10

ward to his India visit in order to build upon the
close ties between the two countries, the White
House said on Thursday.

While the itinerary of Bush’s visit to India
and Pakistan is still to be formally announced.
spokesman Scott McLellan said: “The President
is looking forward to going to India. He has a
good relationship with Prime Minister Singh.
We want to continue to build upon what has
been an improving relationship over the course
of the last few years.”

“Historically, there’ve been some contentious
issues in the relationship between the US and
India, but we've worked to change that and have
close relations with India,” he said.

On India’s vote on the Iran nuclear issue
alongside the US, the spokesman confined him-
self to the remark that the international com-
munity needed to continue to work together to
prevent Tehran from acquiring nuclear
weapons capacity. Asked if Bush was consider-
ing cancelling the Pakistan leg of the visit in
view of the massive protests over caricatures of
Prophet Mohammed in western media, McLel-
lan said: “The President looks forward to going
to India. He looks forward to going to Pakistan.
We're making arrangements for that trip. and
that'll be in a few weeks.”

Meanwhile, reflecting the growing impor-
tance of India and China in the US foreign poli-
cy formulation, the two Asian giants will have a
surfeit of new diplomatic positions under a ve-
vamp ordered by secretary of state Condoleezza
Rice. India will get 12 new diplomatic positions
and China 15 in the first round of restructuring,
according to lists obtained by the Washington
Post. The two countries will be gaining at the ex-
pense of Russia and Germany Seven of the new
positions in India will be based in New Delhi
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Three Victims From State, Haj Panel
Announces Rs 3 Lakh As Damages

Dubai: Atleast 28 Indians, 16 of
them women, were among 362
Haj pilgrims killed in Thurs-
day’s stampede during the sym-
bolic stoning ritual in Mina
near Mecca.

Eight of the 15 Indians in-
jured in the tragedy have been
discharged from various hospi-
tals, Indian consul general
Ausaf Sayeed said.

Among the dead, 12 were
from Uttar Pradesh, three each
from Maharashtra, Kerala and
Andhra Pradesh, two each
from Madhya Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan and one from West
Bengal. Two Indians based in
Saudi Arabia were also among
those killed.

The Indian Haj Committee
(IHC) chairman  Tanveer
Ahmed said the panel would
give a compensation of Rs 3
lakh each to the families of the
26 deceased who had gone there
through it.

Sayeed said efforts were on
to seek the consent of the kin of

those Kkilled for early burial of
the deceased in Mecca. He said
teams of Indian Hajis and offi-
cials had been formed to visit
the relatives of those killed to
offer assistance to them besides
condolences.

A control room has been set
up in the Mina camp for the
convenience of the pilgrims.
Ten branch cispensaries and
the main hospital in Mecca
have been put on alert.

Egypt accounted for the
largest number of casualties—
100. At least 30 Pakistanis, four
Chinese nationals and two In-
donesians were also among
those killed.“'We now have 362
dead,” official sources in Mina
said.

Sayeed said efforts were on
to ascertain whether any Indi-
an pilgrim was missing. “The
picture will become clear when
all the devotees return to Mec-
ca after completing the stoning
ritual, which still continues,”
he said. Agencies
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Bodies of the pllgnms are shifted to hospital from the site of the tragedy



