Musharraf turns to China

President
Musharraf’s visit to
Shanghai is being
seen as an attempt to
look beyond the U.S.
in international
relations.

Nirupama Subramanian

RESIDENT PERVEZ Musharraf, who

has described his country’s relations
with China as “higher than the highest
mountain and deeper than the deepest sea”
is scheduled to leave this week for Shanghai
on avisit that analysts view as an attempt by
the Pakistani leadership to look beyond the
United States in its international relations.

President Musharraf is leading the Pakis- 4

tani delegation at the Shanghai Co-oper-
ation Organisation meeting on June 15.
Pakistan, with India, Iran, and Mongolia, has
observer status at the SCO, a group that
brings together China, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. In
addition, China has invited Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai as a special guest to the
meeting,

Pakistan’s top-level representation at the
meeting indicates the importance it attaches
both to engagement with China and its par-
ticipation in the SCO.

Writing in Daily Times, Shaukat Qadir of
the Islamabad Policy research Institute said
General Musharraf was trying to reach out
to “alternative power sources international-
ly,” such as China, “ a constant [friend of
Pakistan} despite new realities, Iran, a fresh
option...”

During the visit, President Musharraf is
likely to push for Chinese investment and
other assistance in the building of two more
nuclear power plants of 300 megawatts
each, The News reported on Sunday.

The Pakistan Foreign Office had said the
two leaders would discuss a range of bilater-
al issues. Spokeswoman Tasnim Aslam said
she was not aware of any likely discussions
on the subject of the nuclear power plants.

The estimated cost of the two plants is
$1.2 billion. China helped Pakistan build
Chashma-I and Chashma-1II, each with a ca-
pacity for generating 300 megawatts of nu-
clear power. The first has been in operation
since 2000 and construction of the second,
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Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf ... seeking a nuclear deal with China? - PHOTO: REUTERS

which began recently, is expected to take five
or six years. Both are based on a Chinese
prototype.

Ever since the civilian nuclear deal be-
tween India and the U.S., and especially after
it became clear that the U.S. would not ex-
tend the same kind of offer to Pakistan, Pres-
ident Musharraf has been keen on
concluding a deal with China along similar
lines. The two countries signed a “frame-
work agreement” on energy cooperation
during President Musharraf's visit to Beijing
in February.

During the celebrations to commemorate
the 55th anniversary of Pakistan-China rela-
tions last month, Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz said the two countries were working at
enhancing cooperation in the field of “nucle-
ar energy for peaceful purposes under in-
ternational safeguards — for the production
of electricity.”

In addition, Pakistan is seeking Chinese

assistance in developing its oil and gas sec-
tor. It is seriously pushing the idea of oil and
gas pipelines from Gwadar in Balochistan to
western China. At the same function, Mr.
Aziz said such a facility would provide China
with a shorter and more economical route
for its oil supplies from the Gulf region. Mr.
Aziz also spoke of setting up a “mega oil-
refinery” at Gwadar to “further facilitate
China’s oil imports from our region.”

Pakistan wants to build on its “all-weath-
er” friendship with China in other areas too.
The two countries are set to inaugurate a
daily bus service that will link the Chinese
city of Kashgar with Gilgit on June 15. An-
other bus, three times a week, with operate
between Tashkurgan in China’s northwest-
ern Muslim-dominated region of Xinjiang
and Sost, a Pakistani border town.

China will also provide $350 million for
repairs to the Karakoram Highway, dam-
aged badly in the October 2005 earthquake.
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Ttis animportant route in the ovevhnd tade
between the two countries.

The two countries also collaborate on de-
fence projects such as the co-production of
JF-17 fighter aircraft. Last year. Pokistan
signed a deal for Chinese F-221 frigates i
its navy. The two navies conducted jomt
exercises in the Arabian Sca last Novemba
During President Musharraf's visit to Benr-
ing in February. the two countries conctud
ed another framework agreement
from the one on energy cooperation
defence cooperation.

President Musharret is also expecied to
hold bilateral meetings on the sidelines of
the SCO meeting with Russion President
Viadimir Putin and tran’s Presideat Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad.

It will give him an opportunity to meot
Mr. Karzai. The Afghan lpader visited Pakis-
tan earlier this vear byt wus unable (o mcet
President Musharryy
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ISLAMABAD, MAY 23 Q}’

PAKISTAN has clinched a
$600-million defence deal with
China, which includes con-
struction of four F22P frigates
for the Pakistani Navy, upg ra-
dation of the Karachi dock-
yard and transfer of technol-
ogy for indigenous production
of modern surface fleet.

The deal has been finalised
and the keel for construction
of the F-22P frigates would! be
laid at the Hudong-Zhonglua
shipyard in Shanghai thisyrzar,
chief of Pakistan Navy, Ad mi-
ral Muhammad Afzal Ta hir,
who concluded a week-long
visit China yesterday, told the
state-run APP.

Under the deal, three
frigates would be built in
Shanghai and the fourth one

in 2008 and the other three by
2013 along with transfer of
technology.

The frigates would be
equipped with organic heli-
copters specially designed for
surface-to-surface and sur-
face-to-air missiles along with
numerous associated self-de-
fence systems, he said, adding
that the “modalities of design
and configuration are at the
final stages.”

The four Chinese frigates
would be in addition to the
four Pakistan Navy would be
buying from Greece. The
deal to buy four naval vessels
from Greece was struck dus-
ing the just concluded visit of
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
to Athens.

The frigate deal with China
follow the two sides’ decision
to jointly develop JF-Thunder
fighter, which they plan to be-
gin shortly. Also Pakistan Air

Force plans to buy new Chj
nese made J-10fighters.
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BE]JING, Feb. 22.
Pakistan is keento act asa

e

transit point for China by 2

- grvingfawgss to the strate-

gic Gwadar port on the
“Arabian 'sea to tap the
CentralAsxanmarkctsand
vast energy Sources, visit-
ing president Gen Pervez
Musharraf said.

Pakistan nt Gen.
Pervez Musharraf will

the muiti-purpose
JF-17 (Thunder) fighter
jet, jointly manufactured
by China and Pakistan,
during his visit to south-
west China’s Sichuan
ince. “We are interest-
ed-settmgnpatmdeand
corridor  for
Chma, he was quoted as
saying by the state-run
China Daily.

Gen. Musharraf, who is
on a five-day state visit to
China, was referring to
Gwadar port on the
Arabian Sea coast in
Pakistan’s  Baluchistan
province through which
crude oil imports from
Iran and Africa can be
transported to Northwest
China’s Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region by
land.

The maiden flight of
JF17 was held on
September 3, 2003, in
Chengdu, capital of
Sichuan Province. Sources
also did not rude out a
demonstration flight of the
JF17 for the visiting
Pakistani general.

The JF17 fighter jet pro-
ject, which China and
Pakistan jointly funded,
started in 1999 when
CATIC signed a co-opera-
twe agmement with the

was taken during a meeting
between visiting president
Gon. Pervez Mushamaf and |
Chinese Defence Minister
Gen. Cao here.
The armed forces of China
and Pakistan have kept
close contacts and achieved
“fruitful® cooperation over the
years, Mr Cao said. He told
Gen. Musharraf that China-
Pakistan friendship is firmly
_rooted in hearts of the

peopies of the two
countries. — PT1

Pakistan Air Force,
Since then,
‘Chengdu Aircraft Industry
Company, Chengdu
Aircraft Designing
Institute and the Pakistan
Air Force have been devel-
oping the fighter jet. The
Pakistan president, who
discussed the proposal
with top Chinese leaders
here, said the route on
which a feasibility study is
being conducted is a short-
cut compared with the one
via the Straits of Malacca.
The Gwadar port is
strategically located as it is
quite near the Strait of
Hormuz, through which 40
per cent of the world’s oil

passes, he noted.

CATIC, .

China contributed about -

USD 200 million for con-
struction of Gwadar port’s
first phase, which was com-
pleted last April when pre-
mier Mr Wen Jiabao visit-
ed Pakistan.




Pakistan Seems
To Have Sent Its
Main Weapons
Supplier A

Clear Slgnalvo

By Saibal Dasgupta/TNN Q 5

Beijing: Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf has begun his
five-day tour of China on an un-
expected note. He is talking to
Chinese leaders in Beijing, in-
cluding President Hu Jintao, in
the backdrop of Pakistan test fir-
ing a nuclear-capable, surface-to-
surface missile.

The timing of the test firing—
around the time Gen Musharraf
landed in Beijing on Sunday—
has given an entirely unexpected
dimension to the agenda for the
China-Pak taiks.

China is Pakistan’s main
weapons supplier and has been
assisting the latter in building a
nuclear power plant. This is the
second such project in Pakistan
to be built with Chinese support.

Both countries have publicly
held the view that the Chinese
support is restricted to the
peaceful use of nuclear energy
by Pakistan.

But Pakistan has now sent out
a significant signal about the
changing dynamics in the rela-
tionship of the two countries by
carrying out the missile test im-
mediately before Musharraf
was due to meet Hu.

The United States has been op-

posed to Chinese support to Pak-
istan in the nuclear field.

It is not clear how the United
States will react to the emerging
sitnation. Musharraf is also ex-
pected ta discuss the combined
anti-terrorism efforts between
the two countries, and work to-
wards promoting closer coopera-
tion between the two countries
in nuclear energy, defence,
transport and commercial devel-
opment, sources said.

The recent killing of three
Chinese engineers in Pakistan
was expected to affect the course
of talks between the Pakistani
President and Chinese leaders,

issile test breaks ice as
Mush saluts

£

but the test firing seems to have
changed the mood.

Reports from Islamabad indi-
cate that the Pakistani President
is confident that the recent
killing of three Chinese engi-
neers in Pakistan would not af-
fect the relationship between the
two countries.

Pakistan’s government is de-
termined to punish the attack-
ers, and their objectives will not
be achieved, he said.

Musharraf will also attend a
series of events celebrating the
55th anniversary of the estab-
tishment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries.



" Pakistan in talks
with China for éight
& nuclear reactors»\

REUTERS

LONDON, JANUARY 3 , .~

PAKISTAN is in talks to
buy up to eight nuclear power
reactors from China for be-
tween $7 billion and $10 bil-
lion, the Financial Times re-
ported on Taesday.

Construction on the plants
could start by 2015 and end
10years later, the newspaper
said, quoting a senior Pak-
istani official.

The new power stations
would add  3,600-4,800
megawatts of capacity using a
series of 600 megawatt reac-
tors, according to the report.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz formally
launched construction last
week of a Chinese-supplied
nuclear plant at Chashma in

the eastern province of Pun-

jab. In September, Pakistan
called on the US and other
Western countries for help in
developing civilian nuclear
technology that would meet

INDIAN TXPRESS

. :‘nﬁ{s growing energy needs.

However, there have been
international concerns over
Pakistan’s activities since its
top nuclear scientist, Abdul
Qadeer Khan, admitted in
2004 selling nuclear technol-
ogy to Iran, North Korea and
Libya.

Khan, once revered as the
father of Pakistan’s atomic
bomb, ran a nuclear black
market supplying technology
to make highly enriched ura-
nium for nuclear bombs.

Pakistan has said its civilian
nuclear facilities are runun-
der International Atomic En-
ergy safeguards and it is ready
to accept such measures if ad-
ditional sites are built,

Pakistan built its first nu-
clear power station in 1972
with Canadian help. But
Western countries—under
pressure from the US— later
halted cooperation amid sus-

picions that Pakistan was se-
cretly developingnuclear
weapons.
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