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“Emergency again if need be,
* o ays ArToyo .-

Philppine: Presicent Gloria Amoyo spesiting balose mambers of Filipne womaen's groups

at Malacanang

WWMMMMMWVMM:M — AFP

MANILA, March 7. — President Glomna
Macapagal Arvovo warned today that she
wouldh not hesitale 10 usc emergency pow-
ers again o fight groups seeking her
ouster, aficr imposing a week-long emer-

gency to guash an alleged coup attempt.

Ms Arroyo said the consp'n‘acy by Left-
wing and Right-wing groupe that the gov-
emment quelled last week woukl have
destroyed democracy in the Philippines if it
had “The laws are there and, as
I saict when 1 tifted the state of emergency,
} am monitoring events and I will not hesi-
tate to do what needs to be done to uphokd
the law.” Ms Arroyo said in an interview
with GMA radio, which was broadcast

fonwide.

Ms Arrovo impeosed the emergency on
24 February and withdrew it on Friday,

o

expressing confidence that order had been
restored. She said she needed the cmer-
gency decree to thwart an alleged coup
plot involving communist rebels, “misguid-
ed” soltiers, Opposition politmans and
businessmen. “l am a strong believer in
democratic principles,” Ms Arroyo said.
“But I also believe that we should stop peo-
ple who abuse their freedoms and install
groups that will one day destroy those very
freedoms — the communists who conspire
with the extreme right.”

“We showed how strong and stable our
government was,” she said. “We moved
swiftly and we averted violence.” Leftist
groups have vowed to continue protests
and call for Ms Arroyo’s ouster over cor-
ruption and vote-rigging allegations. In the
wake of the emergency decree, a Left-wing
lawmaker has beenr arrested and charged
with rebellion. Five other Left-wing legisla-
tors are under virtual house arrest.
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MANILA, March 3.
After being assured by her
adviser that the coup threat
has eased, President Ms
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
lifted the state of emerge-
ncy exactly a week after she
issued the controversial de-
claration to quell an attem-
pt taoverthrow her govern-
ment. “Today, a week later,
I am-happy to report that
the cabalis-broken-and

d it is

time to get back to the real-

business of governing,” Ms
Arroyo said in a speech
aired on radio and televi-
sion nationwide.

“l am confident that
order has been restored.
Therefore, with the power
vested in me by our Consti-
tution, I declare that, effec-
tive immediately, the state
of emergency is no longer
in effect,” Ms Arroyo said.

Ms Arroyo declared the

.

ptate of emergency last
riday to counter what she
said was an alliance of com-
munist rebels and “military
adventurists” aimed at top-
pling her. But Ms Arroyo
also warned that she would
not hesitate to resort to
another tough action if
these adventurists and opp-
ortunists who would put the
economy and security in
peril would force her hand.

“It is essential now that
our political opponents and
opportunists stop under-

mining our economy at ho- .

me and embarrassing the
nation abroad with their
cheap political antics,” she
said. “For the love of nat-
ion, it is time to make thi-
ngs work and get things
done. Let us please all work
for the common good,” she
said. Ms Arroyo defended
anew her decision to issue
Proclamation 1017, saying,
“Qur nation is stronger for
dealing quickly and deci-
sively with this issue.”
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Armed forces chief of staff General Genoroso Senga sufrothded by

reporters at the Malacanang presidential palace , t
in Manila on Friday. — AFP ot

“I will not stand for this
kind of adventurism at any
time. And I will act with the

same force of will and det-

ermination again and again
if our opponents insist on
inflicting instability on the

nation and hurting oixr eco-
nomy,” she said. And she
said she was proven gorrect
after many subversiyes and
several soldiers ahg, police
were arrested ang were
now being investigyygd.
» |
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/Philippines relaxes alert
Ievel emergency femams

REUTERS

.
Qﬂ‘ﬂmj MAN_IIA,MARCHZ “b\’

PHILIPPINES authorities low-
ered the security alert level from
maximum on Thursday, but the
country remained under emergency
rule amid warnings President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo was still at risk
from coup plotters.

“We felt the situation is normalis-
ing,” said Army Major Bartolome
Bacarro, adding that the military’s
alert level had dropped to blue,

where 50 per cent of soldiers aré-on

standby, from red, under which all

was an alliance of opposition mem-
bers, coinmunist groups. and “mili-
tary adventurists” conspiring to bring
down her government.

She has promised to review the or-
derwithin the next two days but has so
far resisted calls from her Vice-Presi-
dent and economic team to lift it
amid warnings from security officials
that many plotters are still at large.

Arroyo is waiting for the National
Police Chief, the Secretary of De-
fense and the Justice Secretary to re-

- port back on the security situation be-
fore she makes her decision.

The Justice Secretary said yesterday

troops are girded for action. that he could not yet recommend
Arroyo invokgd emergency rule  withdrawing the order, which gives
last week to t what she said  the state broad powers of detention.
(PRICS
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Philippines police
detain govt Cr IUS

MANILA, Feb. 25. — Police today raided
the offices of a newspaper and detained
several prominent critics of President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, a day after she
declared a state of emergency to quash a
coup plot.

Several hundred government oppo-
nents gathered at a Roman Catholic Mass,
where they questioned the legitimacy of
the Emergency and vowed more protests
to force Mrs Arroyo from office.

But with rallies banned, the streets
were otherwise quiet on a day when
Filipinos normally would have been
marking the 20th anniversary of the
“people power” uprising that forced dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos into exile on 25
February,1986.

Early today, police barged into the
offices of The Daily Tribune and confis-
cated editorial material and a bundle of
newspapers headlining Mrs Arroyo’s dec-
laration. After the raid, they posted police
at the door but it was not clear if they
intended to close the office, the paper’s
publisher, Mr Ninez Cacho Olivarez, said.

The newspaper, owned by Mr
Olivarez’s family, has been among the
most critical of Mrs Arroyo, and has
recently reporfed alleged military plots to

Policemen ms:de a police camp as
security remains tight after President
Gloria Arroyo declared Emergency. In
Manila on Saturday. — AFP

oust her.

Also today, Cnspm Beltran, a member
of the Leftist Anakpawis Party, was taken
into custody for questioning, Local media
said he was being questioned about an old
rebellion case.

Two former police generals, Mr Ramon
Montano and Mr Rex Piad, were detained
at a golf course south of Manila.
Montano had previously urged Mrs
Arroyo to resign, and Mr Piad supported
the campaign of Mr Fernando Poe Jr, who
fost to Mrs Arroyo in the 2004 presiden-
tial election. \



Philippines coup

leaders

P. 8. Suryanarayana - ?\Q

SINGAPORE: Uneasy calm pre-
vailed in Manila on Saturday,
even as the military and police
firmed up measures under the
emergency declared on Friday
by Philippines President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo. There was
no indication of any major con-
frontation between the author-
ities and the Opposition
activists in Manila until night-
fall.

The rallies and functions
planned by both the authorities
and the Opposition activists, in
commemoration of the 20th
anniversary of the triumph of
“people power” strategy, re-
mained banned under the new
crisis-regulations. Presidential
spokesman Ignacio Bunye said
on Saturday that the political
buzz about an impending impo-
sition of martial law had “no
basis” at all.

At least three top-ranking of-
ficers ~ the independent heads
of two elite military units and
the chief of a special police ac-
tion force ~ were identified as
the suspected ring leaders of a
coup “plot” against Ms. Arroyo.

| They were relieved from ser-
! vice and arrested on Friday be-

26ttt

$akal

fsted o
re she proclaimed emergency

and claimed that their coup-bid
had been “crushed.” The chiefs
of all three military wings and
the police force pledged their
loyalty to the President after
her televised proclamation of
emergency.

‘While these arrests were offi-
cially confirmed, independent
observers said an Opposition
Congressman belonging to a
left-of-centre coalition, was
nabbed on Saturday. The offices
of an anti-Arroyo newspaper
were also reported to have been
sealed. The authorities cast
their net wide, with some re-
tired military officers too com-
ing under the scanner. Some
other ring-leaders were said to
be flying under the radar and
evading detection, but details
remained unconfirmed.

For several months now, Ms.
Arroyo has been fighting a bat-
tle for political survival over the
allegations of electoral fraud by
her in 2004 and of corrupt prac-
tices by her family members.
She first became the unelected
President in 2001, on the basis
of mass rallies against an elect-
ed leader, Joseph Estrada, now
under house arrest on corrup-
tion charges.



Philippines under, .

1 efmergency

Manila: Filipino Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo declared a state
of emergency on Fri-
day, saying she had
quashed a coup plot but
that the Philippines
still faced a “clear
threat” from treason-
ous forces.

Clashes erupted as
riot police used water
cannons to disperse
about 5,000 protesters
defying a ban on rally-
ing at a shrine to the
‘people power’ uprising
that toppled dictator
Ferdinand Marcos in
1986 20 years ago this
month. ‘People power’
also ousted Joseph Estrada
as president in 2001. Police
used truncheons and shields
to roust a stone-throwing
group trying to gather for a
second protest. Several peo-
ple were arrested; others
were bloodied.

Amid a massive security
clampdown, the military
barricaded its camps to keep
troops from joining the
demonstrations and de-
tained Brigadier General
Danny Lim, who was al-
legedly involved in the
takeover plot. The military
has played major roles in two
“people power” revolts and
has a recent history of
restiveness.

While she vowed she was
in control, Arroyo clearly
was worried about losing her
grip on events as her oppo-
nents tried to hijack the an-
niversary activities.

Presidential spokesman
Ignacio Bunye told reporters

rule

Pollce and protestors clash in Manila

B Commemorations
of ‘People Power’
movement tum into
anti-Arfoyo
protests

R Government claims
to have quashed
coup attempt

B One general among
several people
detained

that commemorations have
been cancelled and that the
military was ordered “to pre-
vent and suppress lawless vi-
olence”. Arroyo, who sur-
vived two earlier coup at-
tempts, said the political op-
position, along with extreme
elements of the political left
and right, were determined
to bring down the elected

/x;%ent “I am de-
claring a state of emer-

gency because of the
clear threat to the na-
tion,” a defiant Arroyo
said in a taped, nation-
ally televised state-
ment. “This is my warn-
ing against those who
threaten the govern-
ment: the whole weight
of the law will fall on
your treason.”

Appealing for calm,
she claimed the mili-
tary had quashed a
coup plot by some mili-
tary officers and their
men. “There were a few
who tried to break from
the armed forces chain
of command, to fight the
civilian government and es-
tablish a regime outside the
constitution,” said Arroyo,
who held a pre-dawn emer-
gency meeting of her nation-
al security council. “We
crushed this attempt.” She
stopped short of declaring
martial law, a sensitive issue
because Marcos used it to
rule by decree. Her chief of
staff, Mike Defensor, said no
curfew will be imposed but
the declaration bans rallies,
allows arrest without war-
rant, permits the President
to call in the military to in-
tervene and lets her take
over facilities—including
media outlets—that may af-
fect national security.

Former Filipino President
Corazon Aquino, a one-time
Arroyo ally, criticised the
emergency declaration and
reiterated a call for Arroyo to
“make the supreme sacri-
fice” and resign. agencies

nL
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P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo of the
Philippines, politically em-
battled for several months
now, proclaimed a state of
emergency on Friday and
asserted that a coup at-
tempt by a section of the
armed forces had been
“crushed” earlier in the day.

Ms. Arroyo's action,
which was later backed by
the top leaders of military
and police establishments,
came amid protest rallies
and political buzz about
plots against her from with-
in the armed forces.

In a televised address,
she cited the persistence of
a “clear threat to the na-
tion” even after the detec-

Coup-bia by ithe heads of
Scout Rangers and Ma-
rines, two elite military
units, and the chief of Spe-
cial Action Force, a com-
mando unit within the
national  police. These
“plotters” and their associ-
ates, whose number re-

(2%e
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/Coup crushed; emergency
declared in Philippines 'S

;

The former Philippines President, Corazon
Aguinc (lefo), with Senator Loi Ejercito, wife of
tion of the suspected former President Joseph Estrada as they march

in Maila on Friday. - PHOTO: AFP

mained unspecified, were
arrestel. Ms.  Arroyo
claime« that right-wing
politicins and the left
forces 1ad now formed “a
tactica’ alliance” to aver-
turn he victory in the 2004

THE kLU

presidential poll.

Warning the protesters,
the President said “trea-
son” would be the target of
law-enforcement under the
emergency powers which
fell short of martial law.
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“India, Philippinéév '

to sign

MANILA, Feb. 3. — India
and the Philippines are set
to give bilateral ties a big
boost by signing four
accords, including one on
defence cooperation
envisaging among other
things exchange of Air
Force planes, Navy ships
and military instructors
during President Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam’s three-day
official visit here.

The President arrived
here today. The two coun-
tries will tomorrow ink
separate MoUs on cooper-
ation in  agriculture,
tourism and in pharma-
ceuticals. The Philippines
foreign secretary Mr
Alberto G Romulo said

- 4 FEE 2000

four acco

Vds

the defence $§gr2%ment
would deepen naval and
maritime cooperation and
give substance to the
annual security dialogue
between the two countries.

The MoU on pharma-
ceuticals is aimed at giving
the Philippines greater
access to Indian drugs.

Under the MoU on agri-
culture, the Philippines
will be able to tap Indian
expertise in buffalo breed-
ing, dairy development.
Buffalo meat is a key
export item from India to
the Philippines.

The accord on tourism
envisages joint marketing
and promotion of each
“others’ tourism spots
besides seeking to increase
flow of tourists from the
Philippines to India. .~

THE STATESMAN
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defence cooperation accord . ;*
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\/
Cabinet also approves a proposal for a tourism cooperation pact q %“y ‘W

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: India and the Phi-
lippines will sign a defence
cooperation agreement dur-
ing President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam’s current visit there.

Briefing reporters, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Pri-
yaranjan Dasmunsi said
Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee informed the
Cabinet here on Wednesday
of the agreement. He, howev-
er, did not give details.

The Cabinet also approved
aproposal for a tourism coop-
eration pact with the South-
east Asian country. It would
encourage private sector in-
vestments, facilitate ex-
change of expertise and pave
the way for the two countries
setting up tourism offices in

each other’s territory.

The Cabinet approved the
suggestions made by a Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee to effect changes in the
Bill to amend the Khadi and
Village Industries Cominis-
sion Act. Official amend-
ments would be moved
during the budget session of
Parliamentto incorporate the
suggestions.

The Bill seeks to modern-
ise the organisational struc-
ture and operational
procedures of the KVIC, and
rename it the National Khadi
and Village Industries Com-
mission to distinguish it from
similar State Government
agencies.

The Government of India
textbook presses in Mysore,
Chandigarh and Bhubanes-

o KVIC Act will be
amended =

Vidyalayas

war would be privatised on
condition the employees
there continue till the com-
pletion of their service peri-
od. The press in Gangtok
would be transferred to the
Sikkim Government, while
retaining the press in Shimla
and the Government of India
Forms Store and Office of As-
sistant Director (Outside
Printing) in Kolkata,

It was decided to re-orient
the submission for water

I

quality under the Accelerated
Rural Water Supply Pro-
gramme to provide for amore
focussed funding to tackle se-
vere cases of contamination.

The Cabinet gave the nod
for setting up 350 additional
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vi-
dyalayas at the upper primary
level for girls belonging to the
Scheduled Castes, the Sched-

uled Tribes, the Other Back-
ward Classes and the
minorities.

Replying to a query, Mr.
Dasmunsi said the Cabinet
deferred a decision on allow-
ing ONGC Videsh Limited to
re-enter the race for two ex-
ploration blocks in Nigeria,
which it earlier lost to a Ko-
rean firm.

“The issue did not come up
for discussion.”
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