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Bali blasts cleric freed -

Abu Bakar Bashir in
Jakarta on Wednesday. (AFP)

Jakarta, June 14 (Reuters):
Radical Indonesian cleric Abu
Bakar Bashir walked out of a
Jakarta jail today after serv-
ing time for links to the 2002
Bali bombings, calling on jubi-
lant supporters to join forces
for the spread of Islamic
law.

Australia’s Prime Minister
said millions of his citizens
would be extremely disap-
pointed because of the release
and a US embassy spokesman

said there was cause for con-
cern.

Wearing his trademark
white skullcap and red-and-
white checked shawl as he
emerged from prison, a smil-
ing Bashir said: “Let us
strengthen Islamic brother-
hood. We strengthen our unity
for one aim — that is Islamic
shariat (law)”.

Indonesia and other na-
tions that “have been in dark-
ness” could be saved by adher-
ence to Islamist precepts, he
said. Indonesia is the world’s
most populous Muslim nation.

Seen by the West as the
spiritual head of the al Qaida-
linked Jemaah Islamiah (J1)
regional militant network,
Bashir was convicted of being
part of a conspiracy behind
the Bali bombings that killed
202 people, many of them Aus-
tralian tourists.

In Australia, Prime Minis-
ter John Howard told parlia-
ment: “I want (Indonesia’s

politicians) to wunderstand
from me, on behalf of the gov-
ernment, how extremely dis-
appointed, even distressed,
millions of Australians will be
at the release”.
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Bantul (Indonesia): Rescue workers \
dug desperately for survivors on Sun-
day and hospitals struggled to cope
with the thousands of injured, a day
after an earthquake killed nearly 4,000
people on Indonesia’s Java island.

Up to 20,000 had been injured and
more than 100,000 have been left home-
less, according to UNICEF (the UN Chil-
dren’s Fund) spokesman John Budd,
but he said figures were still sketchy.
“Nobody really knows for sure simply
because a lot of people were actually
evacuated qQut ... in order to be treated
and a lot of people who are injured have .
been turned away,” Budd said. ‘

Trucks full of volunteers from In-
donesian political parties and Islam-
ic groups, as well as military vehicles
carrying soldiers, headed south from
the ancient royal city of Yogyakarta
to Bantul, hardest hit by the quake,
to help in the effort.

“Kopassus (special forces troops)
and Indonesian Red Cross volunteers
are frying to comb through rubble be-
cause thousands of houses are dam-
aged and people may still be trapped
beneath them,” Ghozali Situmorang,
director general of aid management
for the national social department,
told Yogyakarta radio. Medical sup-
plies and body bags were arriving at
the airport of Yogyakarta, about 25
km from the Indian Ocean coast where
Saturday’s 6.3 magnitude quake was
centred just offshore.

A vulcanologist said the quake had
heightened volcanic activity at near-
by Mount Merapi, a volcano experts
believe may be about to erupt. Mer-
api has been rumbling for weeks and
sporadically emitting hot lava and
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Youths cry during the funeral of their mother, who was kifled during Saturday’s
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earthquake, at Bambang Lipuro district in‘Bantul, near Yogyakarta, on Sunday

highly toxic hot gas.

The official death toll stood at 3,717
by late afternoon on Sunday, said the
social affairs ministry’s disaster task
force. That number was expected to
rise as more bodies were uncovered.
The toll “could be a lot more’, aid di-
rector Situmorang said.

In the Bantul area, which ac-
counted for more than 2,000 of the
deaths and where most buildings were
flattened, makeshift plastic tents dot-
ted the roads. In the afternoon heat
Sugiyo picked through the remnants
of his brick home. He had been
trapped with his family before being

rescued by other village residents. His
mother was killed. “I found my mo-
torcycle but it was destroyed, then I
found the cupboard but it was broken
too,” said Sugiyo. But his face lit up
as he spotted a pink box containing
diapers and baby clothes. “This is for
my 2-year-old daughter,” he said hold-
ing the box tightly in his arms.
Throughout the disaster-struck re-
glon, authorities struggled to deliver
aid. “The problem now is that we are
still short of tents, many people are
still living on the streets or open ar-
eas,” said Suseno, a field officer of the
Yogyakarta disaster task force. acencies
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Magnitude 6.2 earthiguake
struck at 5.54 a.m, locai lime

BANTUL (INDONESIA): A powerful
earthquake flattened homes and
hotels in central Indonesia early
on Saturday as people slept, kill-
ing more than 3,000 and injur-
ing thousands more in the
nation’s worst disaster since the
2004 tsunami.

The magnitude-6.2 quake
struck at 5.54 am. local time
near the ancient city of Yogya-
karta, 400 km east of the capital,
Jakarta. It was centred about 10
km below the surface, the U.S.
Geological Survey said.

Activity picked up at nearby
Mount Merapi, one of the
world’s most ‘active volcanoes;
one geologist warned the tem-
blor could still spark a large
eruption, though another down-
played those concerns.

The strong quake knocked THE AFTERMATH' Residents amzd the ruins of their houses qﬁ‘er an e@thquake struck Yogyakarta in Indonesia on

down houses, hotels, a hospital
and government buildings,
sending hysterical people run-
intothe streets. M
:rl:cligbndges were déoHo
dering efforts to get taxis and
pickup trucks filled with wound-
ed to packed hospitals.

Bantul worst-hit

In the hardest-hit district of
Bantul, rescuers tried to pull
bodies from the rubble as resi-

“dents started digging mass
graves, rows of corpses awaiting
burial beneath the blazing sun.

Indonesian President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono ordered
the army to help evacuate vic-
tims and arrived in the densely

b,
,

Saturday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

populated Central Java province
.iB.the afternoon with a team of
" Cabinet Ministers to oversee
rescue operations.

Sixteen hours after the quake
struck, the number of dead stood
at 3,068, Social Affairs Ministry
official Sopar Jaya said, adding
that two-thirds of the fatalities
occurred in devastated Bantul.

“The numbers just keep ris- -

ing,” said Arifin Muhadi of the
Indonesian Red Cross, adding
that more than 3,400 people
were injured.

Japan and Malaysia said they
would send medical teams, and
the United States and the Eu-
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Epicentre near Yogyakarta temblor may

ropean CommiSsMh’ also
they would send emergency aid?
The U.N. World Food Program
and UNICEF offered humani-

tarian assistance:and.{ents fo.

shelter those left homeless

Activity near volcano

The quake hit close to the
rumbling Mount Merapi, and
soon after the temblor a large
burst of hot clouds and debris
avalanched 3.5 km down its
western flank. No one was in-
jured.

Bambang Dwiyanto, the Ener-
gy and Mineral Ministry’s chief
geologist, said the two events did

THE Hinpy

could still tngger a :"L"_

‘ities
- particularly in the lava dome,”

tion. “It will influence the activ-
of  Mount  Merapi,

he cantioned.

A geological researcher at the
Indonesian Science Institute
said, however, he did not think
the quake was powerful enough
to create a large eruption.

“It has increased pressure of
lava and raised activities, but I
don’t think it will have a signif-
icant impact,” said Dani Hilman.

The quake cut electricity and
phone lines in some areas.

It alsp cracked the runway at
¥ airport in Yogyakarta. home
to the famed Borobudur temple,
closing it to aircraft until at least
Sunday.

Officials said the 7th century
Buddhist shrine, one of Indone:
sia’s most popular tourist attrac:
tions, was not affected in the
quake. Nearby Prambanan,
spectacular Hindu temple to the
southeast, suffered some dam
age but it was not immediatel
clear how much. — AP

Another report, picture on Page 12
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