New York The sweeping immJgration

mabills in in US Congress would add many

thousands of beds to the patchwork net-

work of detention facilities that hold il- -

legal immigrants and asylum-seekers—
places that critics say are over-costly and
under-regulated. - -

Already, activists say, far too many
non-threatening people are held for too
long in demoralising conditions.

“I'm not against homeland security,”
said Edward Neepaye, a pastor and hu-
man-rights campaigner fromJLiberia who

was detained in New Jersey for four .

months. “But the greatest nation on earth
must come up with a remedy that accords
immigrants some respect, rather than
throwing them in jail like animals,” he
felt. On any given day, the system over-
seen by US Immigration and Customs En-
forcement detains about 21,000 people—
most for a few weeks, some for years. Some,
like Neepaye, are asylum seekers; others
are illegal immigrants or foreigners who
had US residence cards but face deporta-
tion because of run-ins with the law.
More than 200,000 people are detained
over the course of a year in any of three
types of facﬂit}s‘eight run by ICE it-

e .

IN'AN ALIEN LAND: Edward Neepaye (centre)
with his family. Neepaye, a pastor and
human-rights campaigner, was detained in
New Jersey for four months after fleeing
Liberia in 2003

self, six run by for-profit companies that
are eager for more business, and 312 jails
that have won lucrative federal contracts
and hold about 57% of the detainees.
Advocacy groups-call ita hodgepodge
system that is expensive and difficult to
monitor. “ICE hasn’t done a good job with
the facilities they directly manage, much
less the ones they contract out,” said Ju-
dith Greene, a New York-based prison ex-

pert. ‘Talkingabmttdoubnng or tripling t
this system, without some kind of re-

' structuring, is a recipe for a nightmare#

ICE defends its performance, saying it
has reduced the average detention from 90
days to 20 days as it speeds deportation
P . '
In Congress, criticism of the deten-
tion system had little impact as both
chambers proposed major expansions in

_their immigration bills. The Senate bill,

though more moderate on some issues,
proposed the biggest increase - 20 new fa-
cilities with 20,000 beds.

The department of homeland securi-
ty, ICE’s parent agency, says it needs 35,000
more detention beds to hold all the ille-
gal immigrants awaiting deportation.

Detainees, as non-US citizens, have no
automatic right to legal Thema:
jority, who are indigent and without lo
cal connections, depend on scarce prc
bono.assistance or,dp without, reduciny
their odds of winning appeals.

Many detention facilities—notabl
those in the Southwest—are geograph
cally remote, with few pro bono attorney
nearby, and detainees often are tran:
ferred far from their home base. ar



\/ Repubhcans /
& in trouble Y,

fter the United States President, George W. Bush,

A won re-election in 2004, the Republican party be-

L lieved it had a good chance of preserving its major-

ities in the two Houses of Congress over the next
few electoral cycles. This did not appear a formidable task at
that time. Given the polarisation between Red and Blue
States, the Grand Old Party appeared comfortably placed to
retain the 55 to 45 seat edge it currently has in the Senate.
Over the years, the constituencies of the House of Repre-
sentatives have been so redrawn as to give incumbents a
clear advantage. So the Republicans had reason to believe
their opponents would not be able to close the 30-seat gap in
the lower chamber — they currently hold 231 seats, the
Democrats 201, while one seat is occupied by an independ-
ent, and two are vacant. Political analysts were of the opin-
ion that such a pattern of seat distribution was likely to
endure unless there was a dramatic change in the mood of
the electorate. Such a change does appear to have occurred
over the past few months. According to recent opinion polls,
only 65 per cent of those who voted to re-elect the President
are likely to vote for his party’s candidates in the 2006
Congressional election; the rest say they will either vote
Democratic or abstain. In contrast, 80 per cent of those who
supported John F. Kerry in the presidential election are
likely to vote for candidates belonging to his party. This
turnaround is not surprising given the poor image the GOP’s
Congressional contingent has projected over the past 18
months. Leading Republicans were involved in a series of
corruption scandals; the bickering between fiscal conserva-
tives and other sections of the party came out into the open;
and leading right-wing theorists have rebelled against the
party’s policies.

Political analysts believe the Republicans are also being
dragged down by Mr. Bush’s plunging popularity. According
to the latest opinion polls, about 47 per cent of voters
vehemently disapprove of the President’s performance in
office as against 20 per cent who approve. If this trend holds
until Election Day in November, the Democrats will be clear
favourites. The Republicans draw some comfort from the
historical record, which shows that voters focus on constitu-
ency-specific issues in elections to the House. They also
believe Democrats have not been able to pick strong candi-
dates in sufficient numbers to upset the composition of
either chamber. Voter preferences could also change as the
various contestants shift gear into campaign mode. Howev-
er, the GOP might well be whistling in the dark. There are
few signs that the electorate is likely to forget or forgive the
Bush administration’s record of incompetence in matters
such as the handling of the aftermath of the hurricanes.
Above all, the worsening military quagmire of Iraq is likely
to have an adverse impact on the Republicans’ prospects.
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Bush: New
Jobg?wnl go
vifh India

and China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, APRIL 19

US President George Bush
has warned America’s school
children that if they did not
have the skills needed to com-
pete with their counterparts
from ndla and China, new
jobs would
go to those
countries.

He was
addressinga
magnet
school in
Maryland, yesterday.

“Ifyou’re living in Midland,
Texas, or living in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland...if
children don’t have those skill
sets needed to compete with
a child from India or China,
the new jobs will be going,
there,” he told the students.

“And so, in order to make
sure we remain the leader of
the world, we have got to con-
tinue our focus in educa-
tion...on math and science,
just like as what’s happening
in this school,” he said.

White House spokesman
Scott McClellan elaborated
on the “American competi-
tiveness initiative” that was
announced by the president.

The initiative, he said, was
“to make sure that we have an
educated workforce with the
skills needed to fill the high-
paying, high-growth jobs of
the 21st century”.
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US immigrant
strike begins

Washington, May 1
(Reuters): A one-day nation-
wide strike and business boy-
cott gathered steam today to
demand legal rights for mil-
lions of illegal immigrants,
with many US businesses
shutting down voluntarily to
avoid disruption.

Early reports suggested
many of the estimated 11.5-12
million illegal immigrants in
the country were staying away
from work, despite a mixed
message from immigrant-
rights organisations, some of
which opposed the action.

In New York’s Union
Square, the normally bustling
open-air market operated at a
fraction of its typical activity.
Cheap, immigrant-run buses
services from New Jersey to
the city were not running.

Demonstrators  formed
“human chains” at several
points around the city Hun-
dreds, including schoolchild-
ren, lined up in Queens,
stretching for three blocks on
both sides of the street waving
US and Latin American flags
and banners saying: “We are
Americans” and “Full Rights
for All Immigrants.”

“Everyone’s an immigrant
here. The only real American
is the Indian.” said Puerto
Rican-horn Rene Ochart, a
doorman at the posh Hotel
Pierre in Manhattan’s Upper
East Side, who was working as
usual.

A bill passed by the House
of Representatives in Decem-
ber that would make all illegal
immigrants into felons pro-
voked a mass protest move-
ment, bringing people who
previously worked and lived
in the shadows of US society
into the streets.

Across the country, several
major meat-packing plants
were closed but operators had
tried to prepare for the shut-

i down by stepping up produc-
" tion over the weekend.

Fast food company McDon-
ald's Corp. said some of its
restaurants were operating
for shorter hours or drive-thru
service only. The National As-
sociation of Chain Restau-
rants said the boycott could
hurt its members.

“Unfortunately, these work
boycotts have the potential to
handcuff the very businesses
that have worked so hard for
immigration reform,” said as-
sociation spokesman Scott
Vinson.

Workers protest in
New York. (Reuters)

Wage and labour expert
Oren Levin-Waldman of the
Metropolitan College of New
York said the main impact
would be to inconvenience
people but a one-day protest
would have little economic ef-
fect despite the major role
played by immigrants in the
economy.

Recent polls suggest a ma-
jority of Americans would
support legislation being de-
bated in the Senate that would
allow many illegal immi-
grants to join a legal guest

worker programme. /
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Hayden is tiew CIA
chief, sparks debate

Q\\*—‘ ASSOCIATEDPRESS  &\\/
N N WASHINGTON,MAYS  \;¥ Q(V}

PRESIDENT George W Bush on Monday chose Air
Force General Michael Hayden to lead the embattled CIA,
re-igniting a debate over the domestic surveillance pro-
gramme that the one-time head of the
National Security Agency once ran.

Republican and Democratic critics
also questioned the wisdom of putting
a military officer in charge of the civil-
ian spy agency. “Mike Hayden is
supremely qualified for this position,”
Bush said in the Oval Office, with
Hayden at his side.. Without mention-
ing Hayden’s critics or their objec-
tions, the President said: “He knows
the intelligence community from the ground up.” If con-
firmed, Hayden would replace Porter (Goss, who resigned
under pressure on Friday.

Bush said that Hayden “hasbeen a provider and consumer of
intelligence.” To balance the CIA between military and civilian
leadership, the White House plans to move aside the agency’s No.
2 official, Vice Admiral Albert Calland 111, who took over as
deputy director less than a year ago, two servior administration of-
ficials said. Other personnel changes also are likely, the officials
said, speaking on condition of anonymity because the changes are
not ready to announce.

L .

Mike Hayden
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Eavesdroppin
programme

legal

REUTERS
Washington, May 18 \(

GEN. MICHAEL Hayden, US
President George W. Bush’s nom-
inee for CIA director, strongly
defended a domestic eavesdrop-
ping program on Thursday, say-
ing it was vital to protect the
country against terrorism and it
did not violate Americans’ civil
rights.

Facing friendly questions
from Missouri Republican Sen.
Kit Bond about his role as archi-
tect of Bush’'s domestic spying
program, Hayden
said it was narrow-
ly targeted to sus-
pected terrorists,
closely supervised
and regularly re-
viewed.

\/\
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ayden

‘order. Hay en former NSA di-
rector, had been expected to face
tough questions at a Senate In-
telligence Committee confirma-
tion hearing about the eaves-
dropping, which the administra-
tion has defended as legal and
necessary to protect citizens af-
ter the Sept. 11 attacks.

Bush nominated Hayden, a
four-star Air Force general, to re-
place Porter Goss, who was
forced to resign as CIA director
this month after clashing with
U.S. intelligence chief John Ne-
groponte over the US. spy
agency'’s future.

The full Senate must
vote to confirm Hayden
as CIA director. Most
independent experts
expected General
Michael Hayden to be

“We have a very confirmed. Senators
strong oversight were limited in what
regime,” Hayden | they could ask him in
said. “Targeting open session.
decisions are made The committee
by people in the US _  planned to hold a
government most e closed session later on
knowledgeable Gen. Michael Hayden Thursday, where the

. about al-Qaida, al- questions might be

Qaida communications, tactics
and procedures. There is a prob-
able cause standard. Every tar-
geting is documented,” he said.
“No one has said there has been
a targeting decision made that
hasn’t been well-founded.”
Under the eavesdropping pro-
gram, .the National Security
Agency monitors telephone calls
and e-mails originating abroad
to or from suspected terrorists
without first obtaining a court

more pointed but would remain
secret. NEED FOR SECRECY
Committee  Chairman Pat
Roberts, a Kansas Republican,
gave a strong defence of the
eavesdropping and said this and
other activities needed to remain
secret to be effective.

“I am a strong supporter of
the First Amendment, the
Fourth Amendment and civil lib-
erties. But you have no civil lib-
erties if you are dead,” he said.

(2
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Atul Aneja

DUBAL Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei has warned the Unit-
ed States that it would face
worldwide retaliation in case his
country was attacked.

“The Americans should know
that if they launch an assauit
against Islamic Iran, their inter-
ests in every possible part of the
world will be harmed,” Iran’s top
religious leader was quoted as
saying. He added, “The Iranian
nation will give a double re-
sponse to any strike.”

Ayatollah Khamenei’s tough
warning followed President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s asser-
tion that Iran would resist de-
mands calling for a halt of its
uranium  enrichment pro-
gramme. The UN. Security
Council has given Iran an April
28 deadline to cease all enrich-
ment activity.

Iran was unlikely to comply
by the Council’s demand, though
the head of Iran’s nuclear agen-
¢y, Vice-President Gholam Reza
Aghazadeh, was slated for last
minute talks with the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) officials.

The new round of rhetoric
from Teheran follows the visit of
Itham Aliyev, President of Azer-
baijan, to the United States.
There have been apprehensions
in Iran that Azerbaijan could
emerge as a possible “frontline
state” against Iran, should Teh-
eran and Washington get em-
broiled in a military conflict.
Azerbaijan, a close post-cold war
'us. any/hf

es borders with

2 7 490 20

U.S. will face g
consequences: |

YN ?
Teheran reaches out to%%jU.S. Gulf neighbours

« Last-minute talks with
IAEA

v

« Iran prepared for war,
wsewoy

Iran and Russia. Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Azerbaijan Afshar Sulei-
mani was quoted as saying, “The
U.S. plans to win over Azerbaijan
to its side and use its territory as
a base. However, I am sure that
these attempts by Washington
will not succeed.” Mr. Suleimani
said he was optimistic that Azer-
baijan would abide by its 2002
non-aggression and cooperation
treaty with Iran. He added that
Iran was hoping for a diplomatic
solution to the problem, but was
“prepared to a war.” Iran’s De-
fence Minister was in Azerbaijan
last week, and Mr. Ahmadinejad
is planning to visit Baku in May.

Preparing for a worst-case
scenario, Iran has also been
making energetic efforts to per-

obal
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suade its pro-American Gulf
neighbours not to support mil-
itary action against it. Its top nu-
clear negotiator Ali Larijani was
on Sunday in Bahrain, headquar-
ters of the U.S. fifth fleet that
coordinates American naval ac-
tivity in the Gulf. Earlier the for-
mer President, Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, said at a
press conference in Kuwait, that
the Gulf countries had assured
him that they would not support
an American attack on Iran.

Meanwhile, Israel, Iran’s
arch-foe has launched a sophis-
ticated spy satellite that can
keep an eye on Iranian nuclear
activities at close range. The
high resolution Eros-B satellite
can pick objects kept 70 meters
apart, and was capable of mon-
itoring missile-launching sites.

Tensions between Israel and
Iran have been growing, with
former the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Shimon Peres, comparing
Mr. Ahmadinejad with Adolf
Hitler. On Monday, the Iranian
President, on his part, had reit-
erated that the Holocaust was a
ilmyth')}

PARIS: The price of oil could
pass $100 abarrel in the case
of a lengthy standoff with
Iran over its nuclear
programme, a senior adviser
to Russian President
Vladimir Putin said on
Wednesday.

Asked about the
possibility of U.S. strikes on

0il could reach $100, warns Russia

Iran if talks between the
U.N. and Teheran break
down, Igor Shuvalov said:
“We must in no way allow
discussions on sanctions to
reach that point. First of all
in order to prevent the
barrel [of oil] reaching 100
dollars, or even more.”

~ AFP




Bush pushes immigration

PALM SPRINGS (CALIFORNIA): As
Congress headed back on Mon-
day from a two-week recess, U.S.
President George W. Bushwasin
the country’s most immigrant-
rich state to push a stalled bill
that would allow more foreign-
ers to work legally in the United
States.

Lawmakers, with an eye on
Election Day in just over six
months, remain far apart on
whether to crack down on illegal
immigrants or embrace them as
vital contributors to the US.
economy.

Mr. Bush planned to call for
middle ground during a speech
in Irvine, California, according
to aides. He planned remarks
stressing that the United States
cannot allow people to break the
law, but also cannot send all the
nation’s estimated 11 million il-
legal immigrants back.

The White House’s immedi-
ate goal is to get legislation ap-
proved by the Senate and into a
conference committee, where
the President’s aides hope a
compromise can be reached
with House members who
passed a tougher law-and-order
bill.

Mr. Bush wants a law that

He plans to call that
the United States
cannot allow people
to break the law, but
also cannot send the
nation's estimated 11
miilion illegal
immigrants back

would give temporary guest
worker permits to foreigners in
low-paying jobs while strength-
ening border security. He was
pushing his idea in a speech on
Monday in Irvine, in California,
a state that has seen massive
protests in recent weeks calling
for immigrant rights.

Senator Arlen Specter, chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, said on Sunday he
believes Congress will be able to
work out differences and pass a
bill. Mr. Specter, a Republican,
has pledged to have legislation
ready for debate soon after law-
makers return.

Mr. Specter said Democrats
and Republicans have to agree
on a list of amendments to con-

sider. And he acknow;edged that

even if senators pass abill with a
guest worker programme, it will
be tough to work that out with
House members who passed a
much tougher bill that would
impose criminal penalties on
those who try to sneak into this
country and would build up
fencing along the U.S.-Mexico
border.

Tough meet

“It would be a tough confer-
ence, candidly, with the House,
but we were able to work
through the Patriot Act although
there were big disagreements,”
Mr. Specter said on CNN’s “Late
Edition.” The Patriot Act is a
grouping of controversial anti-
terrorism laws that critics say
violate privacy rights.

Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist, a Republican, intends to
seek passage of immigration leg-
islation by the end of May by
reviving the Senate bill that
stalled earlier this month due to
internal disputes in both parties
as well as political manoeuvring,

In a gesture to conservative
critics of the measure, Repub-
lican leadership aides said last
week that Mr. Frist also will seek

THE HINOU

proposal

roughly $2 billion (eurol.6 bil-
lion) in immediate additional
spending for.border protection.

Some conservatives have said
the Senate bill is unacceptable
because provisions allowing for
eventual citizenship to some of
the illegal immigrants already
here amount to amnesty.

Appearing with Mr. Specter,
Senator Carl Levin, a Democrat,
said it is possible the Senate can
pass a bill if “the administration
will weigh in and the President
will take a leadership role on
Othis.”

“We need a bipartisan bill. We
need a comprehensive bill,” said
Mr. Levin, who appeared with
Mr. Specter on “Late Edition”
on CNN. “It’s very possible we
can get one, providing we ad-
dress all of the problems, and not
just one or two of them, since it’s
obvious our system is now bro-
ken.” !

After his immigration speech, ]
Mr. Bush was ending a four-day |
stay in California that also fea-
tured speeches on U.S, compet-
itiveness and his energy plan,
meetings with Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger and former
President Gerald Ford, as well as
plenty of time on his bike. — AP




Young US officers

join debate over
Rumsfeld’s futu

By Thom Shanker and (W

Eric Schmitt ~_,
Washington: The revolt by
retired generals who pub-
licly criticised US Defence
Secretary Donald H Rums-
feld has opened an extraordi-
nary debate among younger
officers, in military acade-
mies, in the armed services’
staff colleges and even in
command posts and mess
halls in Iraq.

Junior and mid-level offi-
cers are discussing whether
the war plans for Irag re-
flected unvarnished military
advice, whether the retired
generals should have spoken
out, whether active-duty gen-
erals will feel free to state
their views in private ses-
 sions

\\
re,

The stances that emerged
~ are anything but uniform, al-
though all seem coloured by
deep concern over the quali-
ty of civil-military relations,
and the way ahead in Iraq.

The discussions often flare
with anger, particularly
among many mid-level offi-
cers who have served in Iraq
and Afghanistan and face
the prospect of additional
tours of duty.

“This is about the moral
bankruptcy of general offi-
cers who lived through the
Vietnam era yet refused to ad-
vise our civilian leadership
properly,” said one army ma-

jor in the Special Forces who

has served two combat tours.

One army colonel enrolled

in aDefence Department uni-

with versity said an informal poll

. among his

- classmates in-

The debates dicated that

are me“e-d about 25% be-

by the desire geved . ﬂ}a;
umsfe

to mete out should resign,

blame for ?nd d75% be-

ieved that he

ﬂ}.& degdly should re-

situation main. But of

in h-aq the second

group, two-

thirds thought

Rumsfeld

the civilian leaders and,
most divisive of all, whether
Rumsfeld should resign.

In recent weeks, military
correspondents of New York
Times discussed those issues
with dozens of younger offi-
cers and cadets in class-
rooms and with combat units
. in the field, as well as in in-

formal conversations at the
Pentagon and in e-mail ex-
changes and telephone calls.

To praotect their careers,
the officers were granted
anonymity so they could
speak frankly about the
debates they have had and
have heard.

should acknowledge errors
that were made and “show
that he is not the intolerant
and inflexible person some
paint him to be,” the army
officer said.

Many officers who blame
Rumsfeld are not faulting
President Bush in contrast to

‘the situation in the 1960’s,

when both President Lyndon
B Johnson and Defence Secre-
tary Robert § McNamara
drew criticism over Vietnam
from the officer corps. (McNa-
mara, like Rumsfeld, was also
resented from the outset for
his attempts to reshape the
ml.htary itself.) Nvt News service
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By Mark Mazzetti & Jim Rutenberg

Washington: The US De-
fence Department has issued
a memorandum to a group of
former military com-
manders and civilian
analysts that offers a
direct challenge to the
criticisms made by re-
tired generals about
Defence  Secretary
Donald H Rumsfeld.

The one-page mem-
orandum was sent by
e-mail on Friday tothe
group, which includes
several retired gener-
als who appear regu-
larly on television,
and came as the Bush
administration ste-
pped up its own de-
fence of Rumsfeld. On
the political front, Re-
publican strategists voiced
rising anxiety on Saturday
that without a major change
in the course of the Iraq war,
Republican candidates would
suffer dearly in the Novem-
ber elections. .

The memorandum begins
by stating, “US senior military
leaders are involved to an un-
precedented degree in every

decision-making process in

the Department of Defence.” It
says Rumsfeld has had 139
meetings with the Joint Chiefs
of Staff since the start of 2005

The Pentagon memo says that senior military
leaders are involved in every decision-making
process in the departmeént

and 208 meetings with the sen-
ior field commanders.

Seeking to put the criti-
cism of the relatively small
number of retired generals
into context, the e-mail mes-
sage also notes that there are
more than 8,000 active-duty
and retired general officers
alive today.

The message was released

- Pentagon attacks
Rumsfeld critics

A

on Friday by the Pentagon’s of-
fice of the Directorate for Pro-
grammes and Community Re-
lations and Public Liaison, but
it was unclear who wrote it.

It is not uncommon
for the Pentagon to
send such memoran-
dums to this group of
officers, whom they
consider to be influen-
tial in shaping public
opinion. But it is un-
usual for the Pentagon
to issue guidance that
can be used by retired
generals to rebut the
arguments of other re-
tired generals.

The memorandum
quickly followed Presi-
dent Bush’s statement
on Friday in which he
gave a strong endorse-
ment of Rumsfeld. The
memorandum spoke directly
to the thrust of the retired gen-
erals’ complaints that Rums-
feld was a ‘micromanager’ who
often ignored the advice of mil-
itary commanders. The group
that received the message was
made up of both staunch Bush
supporters and some who
have heen critical of adminis-
tration policies. nvT News Service




More retired US

‘generals call
Rumsteld

DAVID S. Cloud and Eric Schmitt
Washington, April 14

TWO MORE retired US generals
called overnight on Donald
Rumsfeld to resign as US defence
secretary, pointing to a deepening
rift within the Pentagon. Six gen-
erals — two of whom command-
ed troops in Iraq — have now
called on Rumsfeld to stand down
over his leadership of the war.

Retired Major General
Charles Swannack, who led the
82nd Airborne Division in Iragq,
said Rumsfeld had "microman-
aged the generals who are lead-
ing our forces". He told CNN: "I
really believe that we need a new
secretary of defence because
Secretary Rumsfeld carries way
too much baggage with him."

Another retired Major Gener-
al, John Riggs, told National
Public Radio that Rumsfeld had
helped create an atmosphere of
"arrogance’ among the Penta-
gon's civilian leadership. "They
only need military advice when
it satisfies their agenda. That's a
mistake," he said.

The widening circle of gener-
als stepping forward to call for
Rumsfeld's resignation is shap-
ing up as an unusual outcry that
could pose a significant chal-
lenge to Rumsfeld's leadership.

On Wednesday, retired Major
General John Batiste, who led
the 1st Infantry Division in Iraq
from 2004 until last year, said
Rumsfeld's authoritarian leader-
ship style had made life more dif-
ficult for professional soldiers.
"We need leadership that re-
spects the military as they ex-
pect the military to respect
them. And they need to under-
stand teamwork," he told CNN.

His comments were especially
startling because he served as an
aide to Paul Wolfowitz, the for-
mer deputy defence secretary
and an architect of the Iraq war.

The other retired officers are
Maj-Gen Paul Eaton, Lt-Gen Gre-
gory Newbold and retired Ma-
rine general Anthony Zinni, in-
charge of all US troops in West
Asia from 1997 to 2000.

Rumsfeld has long been a mag-
net for political attacks. But the
current uproar is significant be-
cause his critics include gener-
als who were involved in the in-
vasion of Iragq.

There were indications that
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Donald Rumsfeld
In troubled waters

the concern about Rumsfeld,
rooted in years of pent-up anger
about his handling of the war,
was sweeping aside the reticence
of retired generals to criticise an
enterprise in which they partici-
pated. Current and former offi-
cers said they were unaware of
any organised campaign to seek
Rumsfeld's ouster, but described
a blizzard of phone calls and e-
mails as retired generals
weighed the pras and cons of
joining in the condemnation.

A common thread in the gen-
erals' complaints has been an as-
sertion that Rumsfeld and his
aides too often inserted them-
selves unnecessarily into mili-
tary decision-making, and often
disregarding advice from mili-
tary commanders.

The outcry also appears based
in part on a coalescing of con-
cern about the toll the war is tak-
ing on US forces.

The White House has dis-
missed the criticism, saying it
merely reflects tensions over the
war in Iraq. There was no indi-
cation that Rumsfeld was consid-
ering resigning. "The president
believes Secretary Rumsfeld is
doing a very fine job during a
challenging period in our na-
tion's history," the White House
spokesman, Scott McClellan,
told reporters.

The New York Timgs'"
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Democrats bloc ~,,m

Washington: US President George w
Bush, trying to head off the latest in a
string of setbacks, blamed Democrat-
ic “blocking tactics” for stalling an im-
migration overhaul and urged an end
to the impasse.

Bush used his weekly radio address
to point the finger at Senate Democrat-
ic leader Harry Reid for the breakdown
on Friday of a Senate compromise plan
to reform immigration law and give
millions of illegal immigrants a chance
for citizenship.

Failure to approve the bill, which
would create a temporary worker pro-
gram as proposed by Bush, could derail
major changes in immigration laws for
this year, dealing another blow to a
president beset by his lowest public ap-
proval ratings since taking office.
Gridlock over the legislation, which
would be the biggest immigration over-
haul in two decades, touched off re-
criminations.

“Unfortunately, this compromise is
being blocked by the Senate Democra-
tic leader who has refused to allow sen-
ators to move forward and vote on
amendments to this bill,” Bush said. “I
call on the Senate Minority Leader to
end his blocking tactics and allow the
Senate to do its work and pass a fair, ef-
fective immigration reform bill.”

The immigration debate in the United
States has been complicated by
November’s congressional elections

_The immigration debate has been
complicated by November’s congres-
sional elections in which Democrats
are threatening to seize control of
both houses from Republican Party.
Republicans are split.

The party is nervous about losing
Hispanic votes and some members
back Bush’s call for both tighter bor-
der controls and a guest-worker pro-
gramme. But many conservatives wor-
ry that allowing millions of undocu-
mented, mostly Mexican immigrants
to qualify for residency would lead to
charges in the coming congressional
campaign of having voted for
amnesty. reuters
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Washington: Founded by

immigrants and praised as a

haven for the oppressed, the

United States now is strug-

gling to decide the fate of as

many as 12 million people liv-

ing in the country illegally.

The Senate takes up the
emotional debate on the
heels of weekend rallies that
drew hundreds of thousands
of people protesting at-
tempts to toughen laws
against immigrants. Among
the election-year proposals
that President George W
Bush and members of Con-
gress are considering:

W Erecting a fence on the
Mexico border to deter il-
legal immigration.

M Treating people who
sneak across the border as
felons to be deported.

M Allowing foreigners to stay
in the country legally as
custodians, dish washers,
construction workers and
other low-paid employees

M Allowing those working in
the US a path to citizenship

B Requiring them to get in
line behind everyone else
back in their home coun-
tries who want to become
Americans.

Senate aides met into the
evening on Sunday in ad-
vance of a Senate Judiciary
Committee meeting to debate
legislation, but there was no
evidence of a breakthroug
on the issue most in disput

IMMIGRATION
ISSUE GOES
TO SENATE

AT

A\ . :
Eawmaiers e e it [)asite Protests, Fate of 12M
|llegal Aliens In US Uncertain

grants should be required to
return to their home country
before they become eligible
for US citizenship.

Bush arranged to attend a
Monday naturalisation cere-
mony for 30 new citizens at
Constitution Hall, a few
blocks from the White
House. And demonstrations
are planned near the Capitol,
including a prayer service
with immigration advocates
and clergy who plan to wear
handcuffs to demonstrate
the criminalisation of immi-
gration violations.

Bush is going to Mexico
this week for a meeting with
the leaders of Mexico and

Canada. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said on
Sunday it’s important that
Mexico “recognise the impor-
tance of defense of the bor-
ders and of American laws.”

Protests raged across the
country over the weekend,
led by more than 500,000 peo-
ple who marched through
downtown Los Angeles on
Saturday in one of thelargest
demonstrations for any cause
in recent US history
Marchers also took to the
streets in Phoenix, Milwau-

kee, Dallas and Columbus,
Ohio. Demonstrations sontin-
ued on Sunday, when nearly
3,000 people, many wrapped
in Mexican flags, rallied at
the Ohio. Statehouse in
Columbus and an estimated
3,500 United Farm Workers
members and their support-
ers protested in Los Angeles.

The president, working
hand-in-hand with the busi-
ness community that relies
on cheap labour, is pressur-
ing Congress to allow immi-
grants to stay in the country

legally if they take a job that
Americans are unyilling to
do. Judiciary hairman
Arlen Specter, a Pennsylva-
nia ' Republican, also sup-
ports the idea and has vowed
that his committee will ad-
vance a bill to the full Senate
on Monday, even if they have
to work “very, very late into
the night.”

“If they're prepared to
work to become American
citizens in the long line tra-
ditionally of immigrants
who have helped make this
country, we can have both a
nation of laws and a welcom-
ing nation of workers who
do some very, very important
jobs for our economy,”

- Specter said on Sunday on
ABC’s This Week.

Senate Majority Leader Biil
Frist, a Republican of Ten-
nessee, has said that whether
or not a bill gets out of the Ju-
diciary Committee, he is
opening two weeks of debate
on the issue on Tuesday.

Democrats have said they
will do everything they can
to block Frist’s bill. Democra-
tic Senator Edward Kennedy
said that legislation creating
tougher enforcement does
not do enough. “We have
spent $20 billion on chains
and fences and border guards
and dogs in the southern bor- .
der over the last 10 years,”
Kennedy said.

Critics like Representative
Tom Tancredo, a Republicdn,
say that would give amnesty.
to people who have broken
the law by entering the US
without permission. “It’s a
slap in the face to every sin-
gle person who has done it
the right way, and to every-
body who’s waiting out there
to do it the right way”
Tancredo said.

Bush wants to give foreign
workers a guest permit to
stay for a specific amount of
time to do a job, without a
path to citizenship. Republi-
can Senators John Cornyn
and Jon Kyl propose to let
employed illegal immigrants
stay for five years but then
leave, pay fines and apply to
re-enter the country. s
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BILLE Saiys will end cooperation
if India detonates n-device,
vote likely late April-early May

India N-deal:

the Bill goes

LALITK JHA
NEW YORK,MARCH 16

P~y HE Bush Administra-
I tion’s much-awaited

India-specific legisla-
tion seeking an exemption to
enter into a bilateral civilian
nuclear agreement was being
introduced today in both
chambers of the US Congress.
The bill contains the rider that
the cooperation would end if
India were to detonate a de-
vice after the agreement
comes into force.

Highly placed Congres-
sional sources told The Indian
Express that the bill would be
introduced in the US House
of Representatives by Henry
J Hyde, Chairman of
the Committee on Interna-
tional Relations, and Tom
Lantos, the committee senior
Democrat member.

The all-important legisla-
tion, called The President’s
India Civilian Nuclear Bill,
will be introduced in the Sen-
ate by its Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman, Ric-
hard Lugar. A number of In-
dia-friendly Congressmen are
expected to co-sponsor the
bill once introduced.

Thehillseeks an India-spe-
cific waiver from some of the
provisions in the Atomic En-
ergy Act 1954 that do not per-
mit nuclear trade with coun-
trieswhich are not committed
to full scope safeguards. The
sections, where the bill seeks
waiver, are:

B Section 123 (a) (2) of
Atomic Energy Act: This sec-
tion is meant for cooperation
with non-nuclear weapon
states and hence, requires full-
scope safeguards which

“to the H|II ?

: I am seeks waiver from full
scope safeguards
W Undetlines India’s sup-
port to international efforts
on preventing spread of en-
richment and reprocessing
technology

means that all reactors will be
under safeguards. Given that
India will have a strategic
weapons programme, a Con-
gressional waiver is needed.
B Section 128 and 129: The
first section again reiterates
full scope safeguards for re-
cipient states while Section -
129 does not permit exports to
a country that has detonated
a nuclear device after March
10, 1978. India falls in this cat-
egory, hence the waiver. The
Presidential exemption re-

_quires approval bybethcham-

bers of the Congress through a
joint resolution.

At the same time, the bill—a
draft copy of which is available
with The Indian Express—
states that the agreement
“shall not be effective” if the
“US President “determines that
India has detonated a nuclear
explosive device after the date
of enactment of this act”.

The timeline drawn up for
the Bill suggests voting is likely

# CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

INDIAN EXPRESS




“ Nuclear Bill goes to the

to take place in April or early May. f’ by India like the formalizing of a sep-

The strength of the House of Repre-
sentative is 435, while that of the Sen-
ate is 100. The entire process is ex-
pected to be completed before end of
May as desired by the Bush Admin-
istration when it sent the draft pro-
posal to the Congress last week.

Hearing in both the committees is
expected to start soon after the Con-
gress meets following the week-long
St Patrick’s Pay recess beginning this
weekend. Earlier this week, Hyde
had said hearings in the House Inter-
national Relations Committee would
begin later in March.

The bill, if approved by the Con-
gress, would allow the American
Government to supply nuclear tech-
nology and fuel to India for civilian
purposes. Section “a” of the bill seeks
India-specific waiver, while section
“b” refers to the various steps taken

4 7 MR 2006

aration plan and a domestic legisla-
tion tightening export controls.

The bill clearly states that an
“agreement has entered into force
between India and the IAEA requir-
ing the application of safeguards”,
New Delhi will, thus, have to con-
clude this agreement with IAEA
soon. It also needs India to have
made “satisfactory progress” towards
implementing an IAEA additional
protocol.

India and the IAEA have made
satisfactory progress towards imple-
menting an additional protocol that
would apply to the Indian civil nu-
clear program, the bill says, adding
the US is working with it for the con-
clusion of a multilateral Fissile Mate-
rial Cutoff Treaty.

“India is ensuring that the neces-
sary steps are being taken to secure

\ !

nucl ar materlals nd tcchnolo
through the application of compre
hensive export control legislation and
regulations, and through harmoniza-
tion and adherence to the Missile
Technology Control Regime and Nu-
clear Suppliers Group Guidelines,”
the bill says.

Another significant element of the
bill, which is a clear indication to In-
dia’s role in the Iran nuclear issue, is
the observation that India is “sup-
porting international efforts to pre-
vent the spread of enrichment and re-
processing technology”.

While Hyde had indicated earlier
that the Congress “may seek condi-
tions” before giving approval to this
“complex agreement”, Lantos was
more positive calling it a “break-
through” in the relatiopship be-
tween the world’s oldestand largest
democracies.
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washingtonpost.com
Bush to Restate Terror Strategy
2002 Doctrine of Preemptive War To Be Reaffirmed Microsoit

By Peter Baker
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, March 16, 2006; A01

President Bush plans to issue a new national security strategy today

reaffirming his doctrine of preemptive war against terrorists and hostile The
states with chemical, biological or nuclear weapons, despite the troubled MY INBOX
experience in Iraq.

IS A REAL
The long-overdue document, an articulation of U.S. strategic priorities that PANDORA'S
is required by law, lays out a robust view of America's power and an .
assertive view of its responsibility to bring change around the world. On BOX era is over.

topics including genocide, human trafficking and AIDS, the strategy
describes itself as "idealistic about goals and realistic about means."

The strategy expands on the original security framework developed by the
Bush administration in September 2002, before the invasion of Iraq. That
strategy shifted U.S. foreign policy away from decades of deterrence and
containment toward a more aggressive stance of attacking enemies before
they attack the United States.

The preemption doctrine generated fierce debate at the time, and many
critics believe the failure to find weapons of mass destruction in Iraq fatally
undermined an essential assumption of the strategy -- that intelligence about
an enemy's capabilities and intentions can be sufficient to justify preventive
war.

Di?’ Microsofl
a.Office

In his revised version, Bush offers no second thoughts about the preemption
policy, saying it "remains the same" and defending it as necessary for a
country in the "early years of a long struggle" akin to the Cold War. In a nod
to critics in Europe, the document places a greater emphasis on working
‘with allies and declares diplomacy to be "our strong preference" in tackling
the threat of weapons of mass destruction.

"If necessary, however, under long-standing principles of self defense, we do not rule out use of force
before attacks occur, even if uncertainty remains as to the time and place of the enemy's attack," the
document continues. "When the consequences of an attack with WMD are potentially so devastating, we
cannot afford to stand idly by as grave dangers materialize."

Such language could be seen as provocative at a time when the United States and its European allies
have brought Iran before the U.N. Security Council to answer allegations that it is secretly developing
nuclear weapons. At a news conference in January, Bush described an Iran with nuclear arms as a "grave
threat to the security of the world."

Some security specialists criticized the continued commitment to preemption. "Preemption is and always

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/1 5/AR2006031502297 p... 3/16/2006



Bush to Restate Terror Strategy Page 2 of 3

will be a potentially useful tool, but it's not something you want to trot out and throw in everybody's
face," said Harlan Ullman, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "To
have a strategy on preemption and make it central is a huge error."

A military attack against Iran, for instance, could be "foolish," Ullman said, and it would be better to
seek other ways to influence its behavior. "I think most states are deterrable.”

Thomas Donnelly, a resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute who has written on the 2002
strategy, said the 2003 invasion of Iraq in the strict sense is not an example of preemptive war, because
it was preceded by 12 years of low-grade conflict and was essentially the completion of the 1991 Persian
Gulf War. Still, he said, recent problems there contain lessons for those who would advocate preemptive
war elsewhere. A military strike is not enough, he said; building a sustainable, responsible state in place
of a rogue nation is the real challenge.

"We have to understand preemption -- it's not going to be simply a preemptive strike," he said. "That's
not the end of the exercise but the beginning of the exercise."

The White House plans to release the 49-page National Security Strategy today, starting with a speech
by national security adviser Stephen J. Hadley to the U.S. Institute of Peace. The White House gave
advance copies to The Washington Post and three other newspapers.

The strategy has no legal force of its own but serves as a guidepost for agencies and officials drawing up
policies in a range of military, diplomatic and other arenas. Although a 1986 law requires that the
strategy be revised annually, this is the first new version since 2002. "I don't think it's a change in
strategy," Hadley said in an interview. "It's an updating of where we are with the strategy, given the time
that's passed and the events that have occurred.”

But the new version of the strategy underscores in a more thematic way Bush's desire to make the spread
of democracy the fundamental underpinning of U.S. foreign policy, as he expressed in his second
inaugural address last year. The opening words of the strategy, in fact, are lifted from that speech: "It is
the policy of the United States to seek and support democratic movements and institutions in every
nation and culture, with the ultimate goal of ending tyranny in our world."

The strategy commits the administration to speaking out against human rights abuses, holding high-level
meetings at the White House with reformers from repressive nations, using foreign aid to support
elections and civil society, and applying sanctions against oppressive governments. It makes special
mention of religious intolerance, subjugation of women and human trafficking.

At the same time, it acknowledges that "elections alone are not enough" and sometimes lead to
undesirable results. "These principles are tested by the victory of Hamas candidates in the recent
elections in the Palestinian territories," the strategy says, referring to the radical group designated as a
terrorist organization by the United States.

Without saying what action would be taken against them, the strategy singles out seven nations as prime
examples of "despotic systems" -- North Korea, Iran, Syria, Cuba, Belarus, Burma and Zimbabwe. Iran
and North Korea receive particular attention because of their nuclear programs, and the strategy vows in
both cases "to take all necessary measures" to protect the United States against them.

"We may face no greater challenge from a single country than from Iran," the document says, echoing a
statement made by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice last week. It recommits to efforts with European
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allies to pressure Tehran to give up any aspirations of nuclear weapons, then adds ominously: "This
diplomatic effort must succeed if confrontation is to be avoided.”

The language about confrontation is not repeated with North Korea, which says it already has nuclear
bombs, an assertion believed by U.S. intelligence. But Pyongyang is accused of a "bleak record of
duplicity and bad-faith negotiations," as well as of counterfeiting U.S. currency, trafficking in drugs and
starving its own people.

The strategy offers a much more skeptical view of Russia than in 2002, when the glow of Bush's
friendship with President Vladimir Putin was still bright.

"Recent trends regrettably point toward a diminishing commitment to democratic freedoms and
institutions," it says. "We will work to try to persuade the Russian Government to move forward, not
backward, along freedom's path."

It also warns China that "it must act as a responsible stakeholder that fulfills its obligations" and
guarantee political freedom as well as economic freedom. "Our strategy," the document says, "seeks to
encourage China to make the right strategic choices for its people, while we hedge against other
possibilities."

To assuage allies antagonized by Bush's go-it-alone style in his first term, the White House stresses
alliance and the use of what it calls "transformational diplomacy" to achieve change. At the same time, it
asserts that formal structures such as the United Nations or NATO may at times be less effective than
"coalitions of the willing," or groups responding to particular situations, such as the Asian tsunami of
2004.

Beyond the military response to terrorism, the document emphasizes the need to fight the war of ideas
against Islamic radicals whose anti-American rhetoric has won wide sympathy in parts of the world.

The strategy also addresses topics largely left out of the 2002 version, including a section on genocide
and a new chapter on global threats such as avian influenza, AIDS, environmental destruction and
natural disasters. Critics have accused the administration of not doing enough to stop genocide in the
Darfur region of Sudan, responding too slowly to the Asian tsunami and disregarding global
environmental threats such as climate change.
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t is possibie to have one’s cake and eat it too
I provided one is the world’s solitary superpow-

er. The United States of America is the most
voluble advocate of free trade across the globe.
But when it suits its own interests it can suddenly
turn insular and protectionist. Witness the re-
fusal of the US Congress to allow some US ports to
be managed by a company based in Dubai and
owned by the United Arab Emirates. Previously,
these ports were managed by P&O, a British com-
pany. The US Congress had no problems with a
British company running some of its ports but ob-
jections were raised when P&0O was bought by
Dubai Ports World, a company with an estab-
lished track record as a ports operator with busi-
ness interests spread across the world, including
in the Western world. But the US is not willing to
allow Dubai Ports World to operate in the US be-
cause its presence is a threat to national security.
The allegation is absurd for a number of reasons.
The company had got for itself the necessary
clearance from the official committee that looks
into the security angles of investments. Moroever,
there are more US naval ships in Dubai and other
ports of the UAE than anywhere else outside the
US. It must be said to the credit of Mr George W.
Bush that he opposed the decision of the Con-
gress. There are only a few ways to explain this be-
haviour of the US Congress. One, that it is racist.
Two, that it is suspicious of anything that has
some kind of Islamic association. And three, it
thrives on double standards. None of the three
brings any credit to the US Congress.

The charge of double standards can be levelled
against other Western governments as well.
These governments consistently hector India and
other developing countries about allowing for-
eigners to own companies, including in areas that
are normally labelled “strategic”. But the same
governiments easily forget the same advice when
it affects their own economic interests. Recently, '
the US stopped a Chinese company from buying
Unocal. In Europe there was a furore when the
London-based Indian steel magnate Mr L.N. Mit-
tal made a bid to buy Arcelor. The West thus finds
it convenient to be both pro-free market and pro-
protectionism. It is also a fact that, despite pos-
tures to the contrary, governmentg-in the West de-
termine the nature of investmen#s and ownership
of assets/The world may not beflat after all.
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In its proposal, the Bush administration
has requested the Congress for a decision
on this before the end of May so it can table
before the Nuclear Suppliers Group a pro-
posal to exempt India from the existing
guidelines that prevents the 45-member
NSG-—including the United States—to in-
dulge in trade of nuclear technology with
any country outside the NPT purview.

In its draft proposal, the administration
has listed out the steps being taken by In-
dia and the US in this regard. This refers to
the recent understanding reached between
the two countries about the separation of
India’s nuclear facilities into civil and mili-
tary. It says India has informed the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
about its separation plan.

Informing the Congress that India and
the IAEA are making satisfactory progress
towards implementing an additional proto-
col that would apply to the Indian civilian
nuclear programme, the proposal said In-
dia is also working with it for the conclusion
of a multilateral Fissile Material Cutoff
Treaty.

It assured the Congress that India is sup-
porting international effort to prevent the
spread of enrichment and reprocessing
technology.

“India is ensuring that necessary steps are
being taken to secure nuclear materials and
technology though the application of com-
prehensive export control legislation and
regulations and through harmonization
and adherence to the Missile Technology
Control Regime and Nuclear Suppliers
Group Guidelines,” it said.

Ly v 709 NDIAN EXPREsg



AR

THE HinLdJ

Republzcanspullmg

cway from Bush

N\

ot

Ater vears of allowing President Bush to set their
ccurse, Republicans are suddenly rebelling over

s; ving and a port deal.

"Hulse

FTER MORE than live years of al-

lowing President Bush relatively
frec rein to set their course, Republicans
in Congress are suddenly, if selectively,
in rebellion, a mutiny all the more sur-
prising because it centres on the party’s
signature issue of national security.

I a rebuke to the White House,
Hou-e Republicans are moving aggres-
sivelv to put the brakes on the takeover
by a Dubai company of some port termi-
nal operations in several large American
cities, an effort that moved forward on
Wednesday with broad bipartisan sup-
port. At the same time, Republicans in
the Scnate are wrestling with how hard
to press the White House for more au-
thority over Mr. Bush's eavesdropping
programme.

In the case of the port deal, the politi-
cal considerations are clearly para-
mount for Republicans and are
compelling. Public opinion appears to be
strongiy against allowing an Arab com-
pany to manage some port terminals in
the United States, Democrits are ham-
mering Republicans on the issue, and
the White House has been unable to
provide much political cover to jts allies
on Capitol Hill.

When it comes to the debate over how
and whether to allow ecavesdropping
withoul warrants on communications
involving terror suspects, the politics is
more muddled. The White House has
had considerable success defining that
isstie on its terms, as anti-terrorist sur-
veillance. and there has been no broad
public outery against it. Republicans on
Capitol Hill have been lett grappling
with how to balance their concerns
about grunting the President wide war-
time powers against the perception that
they might be weaken a programme that
the administration believes protects
Americans from attack.

Still, even a limited move to place a
checic on the eavesdropping programme,
like the one contained in a deal worked
out by the White House with Repub-
licans on the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittes on Tuesday. contributed to a
sense that his own party is edging away
from Mr. Bush — or. in the case of the
port deal, abandoning him and his dis-
mal poll numbers with the greatest pos-
sible haste. A perception that conditions
in Iraq show little improvement is not
helping the relationship. The President
and hix Congressional allies have been at
cross-purpeses before but it has never
reached the level of the port confronta-
tion. The backlash reflects a view held by
many Republicans that the White House
has asked alotofthem over the vears but
has responded with dismissive and occa-
sionally arrogant treatment.

Intramural fights in politics often
have ar element of calculation if not
orchestration, and the White House's
political shop is no doubt aware that
allowing congressional Republicans to
put some distance between themselves
and Mr. Bush in an election year could
serve the party’s long-term interest.
Whether theatrics or something more
fundamental. some Republicans say the
port fight and serutiny of the surveil-
lance programme show a new willing-
ness by Republicans to confront the
White House and that it was a fitting
moment for Congress to declare its
independence.

Instinct for survival

That instinct for political survival is
helping to stiffen the Congressional
spine. Republicans have held a signif-
icant political advantage over Demo-

.

crats on the issue of national security,
offsetting Democratic strength on social
policy. Given the uproar at home over
the port deal and nervousness about the
implications of eavesdropping without
warrants, Republicans are worried
about losing their edge. Democrats say
they should be.

In a memorandum to Senate Demo-
crats that quickly made its ways to re-
porters, a polister reported on
Wednesday that the backlash to the port
proposal and uncertainty over Iraq has
significantly eroded Republican advan-
tages among voters when it comes to
security concerns. “With huge major-
ities opposing the President’s proposal
to sell control of U.S. ports to Dubai and
the failure of the President’s Iraq policy,
Republicans’ once yawning advantage
on security issues has been largely neu-
tralised,” said the pollster, Mark Mell-
man. Democrats tried to press their
advantage on Wednesday in the Senate.
Charles E. Schumer of New York sprung
an amendment to a lobbying bill that
would ban any company “wholly owned
or controlled by any foreign government
that recognised the Taliban” from ma-
naging port facilities. The company at
issue, DP World of Dubai, would fit that
description.

Senate Republican leaders, trying to
buy the administration some time on the
port fights as their counterparts in the
House abandoned Mr. Bush, blocked a
vote for the moment, but a showdown
appeared inevitable, “We know what the
people of America think,” said Richard J.
Durbin of Illinois, the No. 2 Democrat in
the Senate. “This is a very bad idea.”

Diftferent strains of ideology

While the national security ruptures
have been striking, the administration
and congressional Republicans are likely
to be parting ways on other issues wait-
ing in the wings. They include immigra-
tion policy, spending cuts, trade and
perhaps a stem-cell research proposal
that many Republicans believe is crucial
to winning moderate voters this fall. The
rifts reflect diftferent strains of ideology
within the party, many of which have
been tamped down until now by Mr,
Bush's ability to hold Republicans to-
gether — a degree of clout that now
seems to be ebbing away from him.

His strength has largely been an-
chored in his standing on national secu-
rity. And in elections since the attacks of
September 11, that has been good poli-
tics as Republicans have claimed the
mantle of the party best able to prevent
another terror strike.

In the Senate, this week's manoeu-
vring over the surveillance programme
showed a more cautious approach to
confronting the administration. Repub-
licans feared being accused of tampering
with a valuable anti-terror technique,
but some were genuinely troubled by the
eavesdropping and refused to reject
Democratic calls for an inquiry without
taking some action.

The result was a legislative proposal
for close oversight by a new subcommit-
tee. But what was most striking was how
hard Republicans involved in negotia-
tions sought to make clear that the
agreement was a concession by the
White House. not a victory for Mr. Bush.
“They wanted the status quo,” said Sen-
ator Pat Roberts of Kansas and chairman
of the Intelligence Committee.

One thing is clear; Republicans on
Capitol Hill are no longer entrusting se-
curity issues solely to Mr. Bush. They
now realise that in some cases, they
must protect themselves. —New York
Times News Serviee
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The Bush administration is developing plans to design and deploy
refurbished or replacement warheads for the nuclear stockpile, and by 2030
to modernize the production complex so that, if required, it could produce
new generations of weapons with different or modified capabilities.

Referring to goals established two years ago, Ambassador Linton F. Brooks,
administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), told
the House Armed Services subcommittee on strategic forces Wednesday
that "we will revitalize our weapons design community to meet the
challenge of being able to adapt an existing weapon within 18 months, and
design, develop and begin production of a new design within three to four
years of a decision to enter engineering development."

A study by NNSA for restructuring the aging weapons complex, which
includes dealing with facilities that dismantle retired weapons, should be
sent to Congress this spring, Brooks said. Although there is some updating
and modernizing of the present complex, "full infrastructure changes . . .
will take a couple of decades," Brooks said.

The first step in the long-range plan is focused around the Reliable
Replacement Warhead (RRW) program that was approved last year. That
program contemplates designing new components for previously tested
nuclear packages that would make the resulting bombs and warheads safer
and more reliable over the long term than older stockpiled weapons that are
being refurbished.

The RRW warheads would create, Brooks said, a "reduced chance we will

ever need to resort to nuclear testing." In addition, he said, "Once we

demonstrate we can produce warheads on a time scale in which geopolitical

threats could emerge, we would no longer need to retain extra warheads to hedge against unexpected
geopolitical changes."

Under current plans, the number of deployed U.S. warheads on submarines, missiles and bombers would
be reduced to between 1,700 and 2,200 by 2012. There would be an additional number, said to exceed
2,000, that would remain in a strategic reserve, and it would be the latter that could be further reduced
under the RRW program.

However, Brooks told the subcommittee that he believes more funds will be needed to prepare for a new
multibillion-dollar facility to produce "pits," plutonium triggers for thermonuclear weapons. There is
controversy over how reliable the plutonium pits are as they age because of radioactive decay. Brooks
told the panel the current belief is they are reliable for 45 to 60 years, but uncertainties have developed.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301757 pf.... 3/6/2006
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A small facility at the Los Alamos National Laboratory has been established to build pits, but its
- capacity will be 30 to 40 pits a year beginning in 2012, which Brooks described as "insufficient to meet
our assessed long-term pit production needs" created by the RRW warheads.

Brooks's description of the U.S. plan for nuclear weapons production came one day before President
Bush and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announced their agreement for sharing nuclear
technology, while permitting India to continue production of weapons-grade materials at one-third of
their reactors. It also came one day after testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee by Lt.
Gen. Michael D. Maples, director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, described how India and other
nations are moving forward with their own nuclear programs.

"We believe that India and Pakistan . . . continue expanding and modernizing their nuclear weapon
stockpiles," Maples said, adding, "Pakistan has also developed the capability to produce plutonium for
potential weapons use."

He also reported that North Korea is continuing to produce plutonium for its nuclear program, and that
China "is likely" to increase the number of its nuclear-armed theater and strategic weapons and "has
sufficient fissile material to support this growth."

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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T he declaration by President George Bush that the

United States must snap out of its dependence on

oil holds the promise of many positive changes for

America and the world. It could, for instance, alter
for the better the way the U.S. conducts its relations with
other countries. It could help push oil prices down, and even
slow the rate of global warming. The Advanced Energy
Strategy that President Bush unveiled in his State of the
Union Address promises more money for developing al-
ternative energy sources — such as solar, wind, and nuclear
power — clean coal and ethanol, so that “addicted to oil”
America can reduce its oil imports. At present, the U.S.
imports an estimated 500 million tonnes of oil annually —
60 per cent of its needs — compared with 117 million tonnes
by China. But if Mr. Bush is genuine about breaking Amer-
ica’s oil habit, quicker and more direct ways to reach this
goal are available. Of the 20 billion barrels of oil that Amer-
ica consumes every day, an estimated 9 million go into
automobiles. Taxing petrol at rates significantly higher than
at present is one way to reduce consumption. The other is to
put pressure on the American automobile industry to pro-
duce smaller, lighter, more fuel-efficient cars instead of the
petrol-guzzling sports utility vehicles that have become syn-
onymous with what is grandly known as “the American way
of life.” And if ethanol is what President Bush wants, Brazil
found a cost-effective way of making this alternative fuel
several years ago from sugarcane, and the U.S, could well
think of making it easier to import ethanol from the South
American country.

The U.S. President has instead chosen long-term plans
that will not require consumers to shake off their oil depend-
ence in the immediate future. That makes it all sound like
the promise of a cigarette smoker who says he wants to quit
but puts off acting on it for another day. It has, under-
standably, created the impression that the much-touted
energy initiative is meant to be nothing more than a nod in
the direction of the green lobby by an embattled leader
seeking better poll ratings. Environmentalists are now more
concerned that President Bush’s declaration for energy in-
dependence could be used by the oil lobby in the U.S. to push
for more drilling at home, including in protected areas in
Alaska. Considering that only 20 per cent of U.S oil imports
is sourced from West Asia, even the singling out of that
region as the preferred target for a sharp import cut appears
to be a mere ploy to neutralise adverse public opinion on
Iraq and the Bush administration’s foreign policy. As for
nuclear energy, it will not be long before President Bush is
asked why the U.S. can use this to build energy self-suffi-
ciency, but not Iran. If President Bush expected to win
himself friends at home and abroad with his new energy
strategies, he has not quite succeeded.
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Iraqi firemen try to extinguish a huge blaze at a petrol
station after a double car bomb attack killed 16 people
in Baghdad on Wednesday

By David S Cloud f\ \’ \[\ R\w/

Washington: The Bush administration said on Thurs-
day that it would seek about $120 billion in additional
financing to pay for continuing military operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan through 2006.

The request shows that the cost of military opera-
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan has remained at virtu-
ally the same level for several years, despite hopes that
alarge number of the American troops may leave Iraq
by the end of the year.

The $120 billion includes money for the fiscal year
that began in October in the form of a $70 billion sup-
plemental spending request, which had been expected.
It also includes $50 billion in the overall budget re-
quest for the first months of the 2007 fiscal year that
President Bush will submit to Congress on Monday, a
figure that was described as basically a placeholder
until a more specific number can be developed.

Over all, the Bush administration will propose a de-
fence department budget of $439.3 billion for the 2007
fiscal year, almost a 5% increase over this year, ac-
cording to a Pentagon official who spoke on condition
of anonymity because the budget request has not offi-
cially been submitted to the Congress.

The figure does not include the proposed new mon-
ey for military operations in Irag and Afghanistan,
which have been financed in stand-alone supplemental
spending bills since 2001.

These costs include pay and benefits for reservists,
war-related benefits for the active-duty military, fuel,
spare parts, transportation and contractor support.

Secretary of defence Donald H Rumsfeld acknowl-
edged the growing sentiment for reducing the 130,000
American troops in Iraq in a speech on Thursday at
the National Press Club, but reiterated that any fur-
ther reductions depend on improvements in condi-
tions in Iraq.

“We ought to be able to pull down our troops, but
anyone who predicts 100,000 or some other number, I
think is making a mistake,” he said. A large amount of
the money in the supplemental request to Congress
would be spent on training the new Iraqi military
forces.

Steven M Kosiak, director of budget studies at the
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a re-
search group here, said that up until this most recent
request, the total cost of military operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan had been about $331 billion since
9/11, 2001. Rumsfeld said terror groups remained de-
termined to strike US. “The enemy while weakened
and under pressure is still capable of global reach, still
possesses the determination to kill Americans and is
trying to do so with powerful weapons,” the US secre-
tary said. NvT News service
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BUSH SERVES ‘US OPEN’ AGENDA

Says America Can’t Compete With India & China By Closing Its Economy, Borders

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: Americans need to break
their addiction to oil while getting
their children hooked to math and sci-
ence, President Bush said in the annu-
al State of the Union address in which
he laid down an agenda for reinvigo-
rating the United States and retaining
its primacy in the world.

Citing China and India as “new com-
petitors” in a dynamic world economy,
Bush said the way to meet the chal-
lenge was not to escape competition or
wall off the economy and the borders,
but to kindle America’s inventive spir-
it with better education and break-
through energy technologies, while
continuing to accept legal immigration
since the American economy could not
function without immigrants.

“In a complex and challenging time,

the road of isolationism and protec-
tionism may seem broad and inviting,
yet it ends in danger and decline,”
Bush said in a 55-minute address deliv-
ered at a time his popularity is at an all-
time low. “The only way to protect our
people, the only way to secure the
peace, the only way to control our des-
tiny is by our leadership. So the United
States will continue to lead.”
. Aside from the allusion to India in
the economic context, Bush made no
other reference to it—not the nuclear
deal which he needs to push through
Congress nor his upcoming visit to New
Delhi. The US President strongly de-
fended his administration’s actions in
Iraq saying America cannot find secu-
rity by abandoning its commitments
and retreating within its borders.

“If we were to leave these vicious at-
tackers alone, they would not leave us
alone. They would simply move the bat-
tlefield to our own shores. There is no
peace in retreat. And there is no honour
in retreat,” Bush said.

SPEECH HIGHLIGHTS

P America should not be ‘addicted to
oil, which is often imported from
unstable parts of the world’

P US kids need better math, science
knowledge so future generations can
compete with the world

P Iran is ‘held hostage by a smal
clerical elite’. US offers close toes
with ‘a free and democratic Iran’

P ‘State of our union is strong’ despite
worries about Iraq, eéconomy, energy

P Hamas should recognise Israel,
disarm

éIn a complex and
challenging time, the road
of isolationism and
protectionism may seem
broad and inviting, yet it
ends in danger and decline”

—US President George W Bush,
State of the Union address

" Bush bluntly cited radical Islam as
the danger, saying terrorists like Osama
bin Laden seek to “impose a heartless
system of totalitarian control through-
out the Middle East and arm themselves
with weapons of mass murder”.

He then glibly linked bin Laden to
Iraq, saying, “Their aim is to seize pow-
er in Iraq and use it as a safe haven to
launch attacks against America and the
world.”

In the context of the troubles in the
Middle East and America’s eroding
competitiveness, Bush announced new
initiatives in education and energy, in-
cluding new investments in safe nu-
clear power (which has been on ice in
the US after the Three Mile Island acci-

dent).
He mentioned new wind and solar
technologies, better hybrid, electric and

hydrogen cars, and production of
ethanol from a wider range of agricul-
tural produce as some of the technolo-
gies Americans needed to master to
reach the goal of replacing 75% of US
oil imports from the Middle East by
2025.

Bush also proposed to train 70,000
high school teachers to lead Advanced
Placement courses in math and science,
and bring 30,000 math and science pro-
fessionals to teach in classrooms and
“give early help to students who strug-
gle with math, so they have a better
chance at good high-wage jobs”.

FEACE MOM BUSTED: Anti-war
protester Gindy Sheehan is
escorted out of the House before
Bush’s speech. She was taken in
handcuffs to a nearby police HQ
and charged with demonstrating
in the Capitol building, a
misdemeanour. Sheehan, an
invitee of Democratic
Representative Lynn Woolsey, had
wom an anti-war T-shirt which
she kept covered with a coat until
she took her seat

“We need to encourage children to
take more math and science and to
make sure those courses are rigorous
enough to compete with other nations If
we ensure that America’s children suc-
ceed in life, they will ensure that Amer-
ica succeeds in the world,” Bush said,
addressing an issue that has begun to
animate America in recent months.

The US President’s address was no-
table for its strong rejection of any iso-
lationist tendency and an assertion for
continued American leadership in the
world, both in the economic and geo-
strategic spheres.

» Bush should be tried in public, says

Ahmadinejad, Page 15
> Eco race with India, Page 15

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.
— The House approved a
defence bill that bans cruel,
inhuman and degrading
treatment of terrorism sus-
pects in US custody,
putting on the brink of con-
gressional approval a provi-
sion that the White House
had threatened to veto
until President Mr George
W Bush reversed course
last week. On a 374-41 vote
yesterday, the House sent
the sweeping measure set-
ting Pentagon policies to
the Senate, which planned
to pass it this week.

Meanwhile scolded by
US President Mr George
W Bush for failing to renew
the Patriot Act, lawmakers
explored possibilities for a
compromise to temporarily
extend portions of the anti-
terrorism law due to expire
31 December. Democrats -
have offered to extend the
expiring provisions for
three months or a little
longer.

In another development, |
US Vice President Mr Dick |
Cheney decided today to |
cut short a tour of the
Middle East to return to |
the USA to take part in |
critical session-ending busi- §
ness in the Senate. — AP }
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Patriot Act: Bush for

permanent status )

Washington: As the clock
runs on Congress’ short-
term extension of the Pa-
triot Act, President
George W Bush met
with federal prosecutors
and contended that the do-
mestic anti-terror law is
vital to keeping Ameri-
cans safe.

Many key provisions of
the law were to expire on
December 31. Amid a de-
bate over whether the act
sufficiently protects civil
liberties, most Senate De-
mocrats and a few Repub-
licans united against
legislation that would
have renewed several pro-
visions permanently
while extending others for
four years.

In a move the White House opposed but 1at-
er accepted, Congress approved a one-month
extension of the law in its current form to al-
low the debate to continue. The new measure
expires on February 3.

Bush, his voice rising in apparent irrita-
tion, said on Tuesday that lawmakers must act
onh a permanent renewal of the law that ex-
panded the government’s surveillance and
prosecutorial powers against suspected ter-
rorists, their associates and financiers. Noting
the Patriot Act was overwhelmingly approved
not long after the 2001 terrorist attacks on New
York and Washington, he said political consid-
erations now were getting in the way.

“When it came time to renew the act, for
partisan reasons, in my mind, people have
not stepped up and have agreed that it’s still
necessary to protect the country,” said the
president, sitting at a table in the Roosevelt
Room with federal officials and 19 US attor-
neys from around the country.

“The enemy has not gone away. They're
still there. And I expect Congress to under-
stand that we're still at war, and they got to

T ;L r’.l't‘.’ )
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glve/ux\the tools neces-
sary to win this war”
he said.

Later, outside the West
Wing, prosecutors cited
several cases in which
the Patriot Act had
played a crucial role,
from staging an under-
cover sting on California
weapons dealers attempt-
ing to sell Stinger mis-
siles to securing convic-
tions of major terrorist
financiers in New York.

“We use it each and
every day to protect our
counfry against terrorists
and criminals,” said
Ken Wainstein, United
States attorney for the
District of Columbia.

“We believe this pro-
vides adequate safeguards in every respect,”
said Mary Beth Buchanan, the US attorney
for the Western District of Pennsylvania.

Senator Russ Feingold, a Democrat, said
Bush should spend more time negotiating
about the Patriot Act with Democrats and
others on Capitol Hill and less on “staged
meetings with hand-picked participants™ at
the White House. )

“Confrary to the president’s misleading
comments, nobody wants to see the Patriot
Act expire,” Feingold said. “We want com-
mon-sense changes to the act that would give
the government the power to combat terror-
ism while protecting the rights and freedoms
of law-abiding citizens.”

The White House event drew 19 of the
country’s 93 US attorneys. They were con-
tacted by officials at the Justice Department
to attend, Wainstein said.

Among the provisions the regewal would
make permanent are those that allow roving
wiretaps so that investigators/can listen in on
any telephone and tap any computer they

\
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_‘US roped in Iraqi§\\
* for WMD details”.

Washington: A new book
on the US government’s se-
cret anti-terrorism opera-
tions describes how the CIA
recruited an Iraqi-American
anaesthesiologist in 2002 to
obtain information from her
brother, who was a figure in
Saddam Hussein’s nuclear
programme.,

Dr Sawsan Alhaddad of
Cleveland made the danger-
ous trip to Iraq on the CIA’s
behalf. The book said her
brother was stunned by her
questions about the nuclear
programme  because--he
said—it had been dead for
a decade. .

New York Times reporter
James Risen uses the anec-

dote to illustrate how the -

CIA ignored information
that Irag no longer had
weapons of mass destruc-
tion. His book, State of War:
The Secret History of the CIA
and the Bush Administration
describes secret operations
of the Bush administration’s
war on terrorism.

The major revelation in
the book has already been the
subject of extensive report-
ing by Risen’s newspaper: the
National Security Agency’s
eavesdropping of Ameri-
cans’ conversations without
obtaining warrants from a
special court.

The book said Dr Alhad-
dad flew home in mid-Sep-
tember 2002 and had a series
of meetings with CIA ana-
lysts. She relayed her broth-
er’s information that there
was no nuclear programme.

A CIA operative later told

New book -
¥describes
j how CIA
send Iragis
home to
ferret out
information.

Dr Alhaddad’s husband that
the agency believed her
brother was lying. In all, the
book says, some 30 family
members of Iragis made
trips to their native country
to contact Iraqi weapons sci-
entists, and all of them re-
ported that the programmes
had been abandoned.

In October 2002, a month
after the doctor’s trip to
Baghdad, the US intelli-
gence community issued a
National Intelligence Esti-
mate that concluded Iragq
was reconstituting its nu-
clear programme.

In the book, which quotes
extensively from anony-

mous sources, Risen said
the NSA spying programme
was launched in 2002 after
the CIA began to capture
high-ranking al-Qaida oper-
atives overseas, and took
their  computers, cell
phones and personal phone
directories.

The CIA turned the tele-
phone numbers and e-mail
addresses from the material
over to the NSA, which then
began monitoring the
phone numbers—in addi-
tion to anyone in contact
with the telephone sub-
scribers, the book said, say-
ing this led to an expansion
of the monitoring, both
overseas and in the US.

The book said the NSA
does not need approval from
the White House, the Jus-
tice Department or anyone
else in the Bush administra-
tion before it begins eaves-
dropping on a specific
phone line in the US.

In another chapter on a
‘rogue operation’, the book
said a CIA officer mistaken-
ly sent one of its Iranian
agents information that
could be used to identify vir-
tually every spy the agency
had in Iran. The book said
the Iranian was a double
agent who turned over the
data to Iranian security offi-
cials.

The book said the infor-
mation severely damaged
the CIA’s Iranian network,
and quoted CIA sources as
saying several of the United
States agents were arrested
and jailed. ar
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