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to mend ties

Mr Kofi Annan

Associated Press

TOKYO, May 17: UN secre-
tary-general Mr. Kofi
Annan urged Japan and
South Korea today to
make moves to improve
their strained relations,
and called for an “open
mind” in talks on Iran’s
nuclear programme.

Mr Annan, who was in
South Korea for talks with
President Roh Moo-hyun
earlier this week, said after
meeting with Japanese
Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi in Tokyo that the
two countries were ready
to bolster ties. Mr Roh has
refused to meet Mr Koizu-
mi since canceling a pla-
nned summit in
December due to a visit to
Yasukuni shrine, which

honours Japan's 2.5. mil-
lion war-dead, including
executed World War IT war
criminals.

Mr Annan and Mr
Koizumi also discussed

-Iran’s nuclear programme,

and he said the Security
Council was working to
put together a common
strategy. The US believes
that Iran’s nuclear power
programme is a cover for
an atomic weapons effort.

“A package is being pre-
pared which will be put on
the table when the negoti-
ations resume,” he said.
“And I hope it does resume
and that all parties will go
to the table with an open
mind.” It was not clear, ho-
wever, whether Mr Annan
was referring to negotia-
tions that will also include
Vietnam and Thailand.

Japan is eager to expand
the permanent seats on
the Security Council to
provide it with a spot, but
its proposals so far have
failed to garner enough
support in the General
Assembly.

Mr Annan said he and
Mr Koizumi discussed the
subject, but he provided
no details. Deteriorating
ties between Japan and
South Korea have caused
worry in the region, com-
pounding concerns over
the sharp decline in rela-
tions between Japan and
China.
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7 Iran seriously,
considering nuke"

offer, says Annan
N Y Revress

~ Q{‘I GENEVA, JUNE 22

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on
Thursday that Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki had told him Tehran was
seriously considering an offer of incentives
aimed at defusing the nuclear programme row.

The US, Russia, China, Britain, France and
Germany have offered Iran incentives, including
access to advanced civilian nuclear technology,
but say Iran must first suspend enrichment be-
fore any discussions can start. “They are con-
sidering the package very, very seriously,” An-
nan told a news conference in Geneva.

US President George W Bush said on
Wednesday in Vienna that Iran was taking too
long to respond to the offer of incentives to halt
nuclear work and urged it to reply within weeks.

Iranjan President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said on Wednesday that Tehran would respond to
the proposal by August 22, but the six powers
want Iran to reply within wecks.

Annan said that the question of timing came
up in his talks with Mottaki, but no specific
dates were mentioned.

Annan said he did not think that any answer
would come from the Iranians before the G8
group of major industrial powers meets in St
Petersburg July 15-17. '
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UNSC members inching s>

closer to resoluti

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW YORK, MAY 31

THE five veto-wielding per-
manent members of the UN
Security Council appear to be
inching towards a tough reso-
lution seeking an end to Iran’s
uranium enrichment pro-
gramme with the Bush admyinis-
tration signaling it is prepared
for amajor compromise.

Russia and China have sofar
opposed attempts by the USto
make the 15-member council
adopt resolution containing
threats under Chapter VII of
the charter which allows en-
forcement of the decision.

‘When the US attacked irag,
it had sought to justify the ac-
tion by arguing that the Chap-
ter VII resolution authorised

on on Iran

it to take action. Fearing re-\\szﬁ'med force, are to be em-

play of the scenario in case of
Iran, Russia has expressed its
vehement opposition.

But the New York Times re-
ported today that Washington
is now prepared to invoke only
Article 41 of the Chapter VII
and not the whole chapter.
The article does not make any
referencetouse offorce.

Diplomats said they were
not certain that Moscow
would be agreeable but there is
a strong possibility that it
would support the change.
Earlier the Bush administra-
tion had rejected suggestions
that the resolution invoke only

- Article41.

The Article 41 says the
UNSCmay decide what mea-
sures, not involving the use of

ployed to give effect toits deci-
sions and it may call upon UN
members to apply such mea-
sures. These may include
complete or partial interrup-
tion of economic relations and
communication, and the sev-
erance of diplomatic relations.

Meanwhile, US Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice is
scheduled to meet with top
diplomats of Russia, China
and European nations in Vi-
enna to discuss.the resolution
with a view get it through the
UNSC thisweek.

She is also expected to dis-
cuss the package of incentives
and disincentives that Euro-
peans are putting together to
entice Iran to abandon its ura-
nium enrichment programme.

INCnAN B orpii b
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UN powers aim to seal Iran
«'~ package after US offer

Vienna: World powers con-
verged on Thursday to finalise
incentives for Iran to halt nu-
clear activity that could help
make bombs, an overture giv-
en new political muscle by a
US offer to talk to Teheran,
Western leaders said.

Washington said it would
join multilateral dialogue with
Iran if it stopped enriching
uranium-—a policy switch that
a senior US official said had
won over Russia and China to
pursuing sanctions against
Teheran if it spurned the
sweeteners.

He said “if they (Iran) do
not do so, there is also agree-
ment that therefore we would
have to proceed through the

- (UN) Security Council with a «

resolution and over time, de-
pending on the Iranian re-
sponse, move toward sanctions.
“What they’ve agreed is, if
Iran does not accept this offer
of negotiations, or accepts and
then does not negotiate in good
faith, we will return to the Se-
curity Council, we will get a
resolution,” the official told
reporters in Washington.
Early on Thursday, Iran’s of-
ficial news agency IRNA
brushed off Rice’s gesture as “a
propaganda move” but it cited
nosource and it was not clear if
this was Iran’s formal response.

02 Jun s

Teheran says its nuclear
fuel work is a non-negotiable
civilian programme to gener-
ate electricity, not a covert
quest for bombs as the West
suspects. But Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice, an-

nouncing the US shift on
Wednesday, said, “It’s time to
know whether Iran is serious
about negotiation or not.”

She said the move beefed up
a “carrots and sticks” package
for Iran whose essentials had
been agreed with Britain,
France and Germany ahead of
Thursday’s gathering in Vien-
na and would be discussed fur-
ther to pin down a consensus
with Russia and China.

THE TIMES

Foreign ministers from the
five veto-holding, permanent
powers on the Security Council
.along with Germany and EU for-
eign policy chief Javier Solana
will aim to wrap up weeks of dif-
ficuit negotiations on a viable

strategy towards Iran.

US officials said Russia and
China had come around to
broad support for the “carrots
and sticks” package drafted by
the ‘EU3’—France, Germany
and Britain—but details on how
to balance the offer remained
to be ironed out on Thursday.

Diplomats said the incen-
tives were expected to encom-
pass a light-water nuclear re-
actor and an assured foreign

OF ™NDIA

supply of atomic fuel so Iran
would not need to enrich ura-
nium itself.

Sanctions could entail visa
bans and a freeze on assets of
senior Iranian officials before
resorting to trade measures.

Rice reiterated that a last-
resort military option, should
talks or sanctions prove futile,
remained on the table,

But Washington, angling
for firm Russian support, had
accepted language in a pro-
posed council resolution to un-
derpin the offer that would rule
out an immediate threat of mil-
itary strikes on Teheran, US
and European officials said.

_Western leaders hadwaht

"“ed the resolution to designate—

Lthreat to i

al péace and secm'ity” alegal
*Hatli¥ay to use of force

to topple Saddam Hussein.
But Russia and China see
no such danger and oppose
any automatic penalty trigger
until diplomatic opportunities
have been exhausted. The
Russian and Chinese envoys
to the UN welcomed the US
talks offer. But Beijing’s envoy
urged the US not to load the
proposal with preconditions.
The EU3, which have led
talks with Iran, said Teheran
would face more credible pres-
sure to compromise. ReuTers

7



Iran must seize the

\

Tehera

VIENNA: The chief of the United
Nations nuclear watchdog said
on Monday that Iran was still
resisting inquiries into its nucle-
ar programme, but welcomed
the big powers’ offer of major
incentives to Teheran to resolve
the crisis.

“It [is] clear that the agency
has not made much progress in
resolving outstanding verifica-
tion issues,” Mohammed ElBa-
radei said in a speech opening a
meeting of the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s (TAEA)
governing board, The U.S. am-
bassador to the IAEA, Gregory
Schulte, called on Iran to halt
uranium enrichment and grab
an “enormous diplomatic op-
portunity”. Iran should “take
advantage of the enormous dip-
lomatic opportunity that lays in
front of the Islamic Republic,”
he said. .

The US. and other IAEA
board members expressed the
hope Iran would decide “to re-
frain from further enrichment-
related and reprocessing activ-
ities,” he told reporters.

But Iran appeared resolute.

“Iran has achieved nuclear
fuel technology. This is our abso-
lute right, and we will not nego-

opportunit

rules out negotiations on enrichment

tiate our absolute right with
anyone,” Iranian Government
spokesman Gholam Hossein El-
ham told reporters in Teheran.
Suspending uranium enrich-
ment is a pre-condition for talks
on benefits being offered by the
six world powers including the

y: IAEA

Y

U.S. Iran says it has a mandate to
enrich uranium under the nucle-
ar Non-Proliferation Treaty be-
cause it only seeks the fuel for
power generation.

The U.S. saysitbelieves Iran is
hiding work to develop atomic
weapons. — Reuters, AFP

NEW YORK: Crude oil futures
were little changed on
Monday. While geopolitical
tensions underpin high
world oil prices, there was
also a measure of relief that
Iran had accepted some
parts of a Western offer
aimed at getting the
country to halt its nuclear
programme, even as it
rejected others.

Light sweet crude for
July delivery rose 7 cents to
$71.70 abarrel on the New
York Mercantile Exchange,
where gasoline futures fell
1.5 cent to $2.1379 a gallon.
July Brent crude on
London’s ICE Futures

“Oil prices may come down”

edged up 1 cent to $70.49
per barrel.

Traders also took note of
comments from BP PLC’s
chief executive Lord
Browne, who said in an
interview with Germany
weekly Der Spiegel that oil
prices could drop to about
$40 a barrel in the medium
term as new supplies are
found, and might fall even
further in the long term.

“It is very likely that, in
the medium term, prices
will stand at about $40 on
average,” he was quoted as
saying. “In the very long
run, even $25 to $30 are

THE HINCU

possible.” — AP
y




The U.N.’s moment of trut
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Those who really care about reform should come together and form a new
coalition — one that bridges the artificial, destructive divide between North and South.

Kofi Annan

MINOR storm broke out last week
when my deputy, Mark Malloch Brown,
made a speech suggesting that the United
States should engage more fully and whole-
heartedly with other members of the United
Nations to bring about reform. That is abso-
lutely right, but he and I believe the same
message needs to be heard in many other
countries besides the U.S.

The U.N. now faces a moment of truth.
Last December, member states adopted a
budget for the current “biennium” (2006-
2007), but gave us in the Secretariat author-
ity to spend only enough to carry us through
the first six months. The main contributors
to the budget, led by the U.S,, insisted that
this spending cap should be lifted only when
there is significant progress on U.N. reform.
We are now perilously near the deadline,
and it is far from clear that enough reform to
satisfy them has been achieved. Neither side
has found a way of engaging with the other to
agree on further reforms.

Only political crises

Sir Brian Urquhart, the UN.s elder
statesman, once said that there was never
really afinancial crisis at the U.N,, only polit-
ical crises. Brian is right. The U.S. is trying to
use the power of the purse to force through
badly needed management reforms, and
these tactics have provoked a reaction
among developing countries.

Most of these are well aware of the need to
reform — not least because it is in those
countriés that the U.N. provides many vital
services — from peacekeeping and peace-
building through emergency relief to streng-
thening human rights, helping organise
elections, and fighting infectious disease.
That means they are the ones who have most
to gain from a U.N. that is well-managed and
really gives value for money. Their quarrel is
much less with the detail of proposed re-
forms than with what they see as the over-
whelming influence of a few rich countries,
in an organisation supposedly “based on the
principle of the sovereign equality of all its
members.”

That was what I meant in London last
January, when I referred to the “feeling of
frustration and exclusion that prompts
many states to exercise the only power they
do have: the power to block other reforms,
such as better management — since some
see even this as an attempt by the big boys to
grab yet more power for themselves.”

In the long run this means that, as British
Prime Minister Tony Blair recognised in a

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan ... for change by consensus.
- PHOTO: AFP

speech in Washington two weeks ago, the
whole U.N. structure has to be reformed,
including the Security Council. And so even
these current reforms are only a small down
payment on what must follow. Public policy
is simply getting more global. From terror-
ism to poverty, drugs and crime, disease to
trade, no states can settle matters alone.
But even while we wait for the political
vision to catch up with the scale of today’s
challenges, we have vital work to do right
now — programmes which have been man-
dated by member states and which provide
essential services to people in acute danger

THL rusLu

or need. However important the debate on
reform, we must not let that work be stalled.

It’s in the interest of all member states to
keep the U.N. running, and to adapt it to the
specific work that they are asking it to do.
And that means that both sides in the cur-
rent argument need to turn down their rhet-
oric and engage with each other in serious
negotiations, to work out a sensible compro-
mise now as a basis for more fundamental
change later.

It is not just the composition of the Secu-
rity Council that is stuck in the mid 20th
century. Both the management and the atti-

tudes of many governments to the Orga-
nisation are caught in the same time warp.
Neither has fully adjusted to the new reality
of a U.N. which no longer simply holds con-
ferences and writes reports, but is managing
complex, multi-billion dollar operations to
help keep peace and combat poverty and
humanitarian disasters. As a result, we do
not have the institutions that we need to
confront this century’s global challenges. It
is vital that we escape from this bind.

The blueprint for reform that I put for-
ward last year was very clear about this. It
reminded us all that the U.N. is founded on
three legs — development, collective securi-
ty, and human rights. Each of the three
strengthens the other two, but is also de-
pendent on them. And like any good chair
they need a fourth: major management
reform.

The U.N. has to help its members advance
on all three fronts at once. That is why it
needs not only a Security Council but also an
effective Human Rights Council, and why
the Economic and Social Council must be
transformed into a true development cham-
ber that allows development and finance
ministers to pursue progress and track re-
sults in meeting the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, the world’s effort to halve
extreme poverty by 2015.

Some reforms have been achieved. Both
the new Human Rights Council and the new
Peacebuilding Commission will meet for the
first time next week. All member states have
accepted their responsibility to protect peo-
ple threatened by genocide and other com-
parable crimes. We have in place a much
improved emergency relief fund, a democra-
cy fund, an ethics office, and a much tougher
system for protecting whistleblowers. Now
we need better accountability and oversight
arrangements, a stronger procurement sys-
tem, more financial flexibility, and better
rules for recruiting and managing our staff.

Set against the scale of the tasks we have
to undertake, these are not such ambitious
demands. Surely governments can agree on
how to make these reforms happen without
bringing the whole organisation to a halt. It
is time for those who really care about re-
form to come together and form a new coali-
tion — one that bridges the artificial,
destructive divide between North and
South, and brings together all those who are
willing to work together because they share
the vision of a U.N. that really works, for the
benefit of all the world’s peoples. — Courte-
sy: UNIC New Delhi.

(The writer is Secretary-General of the
United Nations.)
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Iran to ignore
UNSC demands

AGENCIES
TEHRAN,APRIL26 NZ~

RANwill ignore any UN Secu-
rity Council demands to halt its

disputed nuclear programme, -

hardline President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad vowed today.

“If international institutions re-
spect our legitimate rights, we will re-
spect their decisions. However, we
will not regard these decisions as valid
if they are intended to deny us our
rights,” he was quoted as saying by the
official news agency IRNA.

“We hope they will fulfil their duty
lawfully so that the Islamic republic
will not need to reconsider its rela-
tions with them,” he added.

He reiterated his view that Iran
could reconsider its commitment to
the Non-Proliferation Treaty and its
cooperationwith the IAEA if it felt it
was not benefiting from abiding by in-
ternational protocols.

“We have asked them (JAEA), and
we are waiting for an answer: what
have they given us in reward for do-
ing our duty? What sort of help have
they givenus?” he told reporters.

“We hope they fulfil their duties
and make it unnecessary for the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to reconsider
its relations with them,” he said.

“They should know that they can-
notimpose any decisions upon us by

using the name of the IAEA and*

UNSC because illegal decisions do
not become legitimate just by using
the name of the agency and UNSC,”
Ahmadinejad said.

Olmert cautions Iran

“Our scientists have mastered this
technology with their own brains,
their own might and their own
hands,” he said.

rPR 2006
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IT"S DOUBTFUL if the UN resolution on
Iran, which the US and its European al-
lies have tabled, would be of much help

in ending Tehran’s nuclear defiance any ’

time soon. The document calls on Iran
to suspend its uranium enrichment
programme, or face ‘further action’. Al-
though the draft doesn’t specify what ‘ac-
tion’ may be taken, the implications are
clear enough. It could subsequently allow
for sanctions, or even military options as
a last resort. The move launches what
looks like a drawn-out diplomatic process
designed to win approval for tough meas-
ures from veto-holding permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council (UNSC),
Russia and China, who have so far reject-
ed any move towards sanctioning.

With the military option off the table

for the moment, Washington’s intention

is evidently to push for sanctions — if not
by the UNSC then by a ‘coalition of the
willing’ outside the UN. This may be
based on the calculation that harsh eco-
nomic sanctions would hit Iran’s poorest
the hardest and prompt people toreact as

‘Balancing act

/
/,\01

\J

they did in the Seventies, lead& to
protests in the streets. But despite their
potential to considerably damage ‘the
Iranian economy, sanctions may alsp be
counterproductive and serve to play into
the hands of Iran’s hardliners. As recent
events prove, the Bush administration’s
assumption that calibrated pressure
would yield Iranian acquiescence has not
worked. In fact, Tehran’s belligerent
regime clearly depends so much on defi-
ance for its political survival that the
more intense the pressure, the more in-
transigent Iran’s response is likely to be.

So it’d be a better bet for Washington .
to devise a strategy that would restrain
Iran’s nuclear ambitions without appear-
ing to dent its national pride. But while
easing sanctions, releasing Iranian as-
sets frozen since the revolution and, at
some point, establishing diplomatic rela-
tions are ideas that need to be considered,
Tehran must also walk the talk and show
us what it means when it says there are
‘a multitude of possibilities for finding a
peaceful resolution’.

06 MAY QUUb
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P5 can'’t
agree
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Associated Press

UNHQ, May 9: Key Security
Council foreign ministers
failed to reach agreement
on a UN resolution to curb
Iran’s nuclear programme,
with China and Russia still
demanding that Britain,
France and the USA elimi-
nate any reference to possi-
ble future sanctions or mili-
tary action against Teheran.

Ministers from the five
veto-wielding council
nations met privately with
their German counterpart
and the European Union
foreign policy chief for two
hours and then with top
aides for a very late night
dinner yesterday that
focussed on long-term
strategy toward Iran and
the disputed resolution.

Their political directors
met again today morning,
trying to bridge the gap
over the best way to send a
message to Iran that its
pursuit of uranium enrich-
ment must be suspended
to allay international con-
cerns that Teheran is
secretly pursuing nuclear
weapons rather than a
peaceful nuclear energy
program to produce elec-
tricity, as it claims.

Britain and France, whi-
ch are sponsoring the reso-
lution with strong backing

from the USA, insist that
the resolution must be
under Chapter 7 of the UN
Charter to make its
demand that Teheran sus-
pend uranium enrichment
legally binding. Chapter 7
sets out actions to respond
to threats to international
peace and security ranging
from breaking diplomatic
ties to economic sanctions
and military action.

“We've come closer in
our positions but there is
still no agreement,” Germ-
any's foreign ministetr Mr
Frank-Walter Steinmeier
said. “China and Russia

have not yet accepted the

possibility of a general ref-
erence to a Chapter 7 reso-
lution, but its not some-
thing they have excluded at
this point,” he added.

UK’s new foreign secre-
tary, Ms Margaret Beckett,
stressed that “it is not any-
body’s intention to take the
course of military action,
and that, I think, is simple
and straightforward”. “I thi-
nk the clear issue is every-

body helieves that Iran

should and must move into
compliance with the views,
the recommendations, the
requirements’ of the board
of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the UN
nuclear watchdog,” Ms
Beckett said.
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Poor Rights Record Was No Deterrent To Winning Seats

United Nations: Cuba, Saudi Ara-
bia, China and Russia won seats on
the new UN Human Rights Council
on Tuesday despite their poor human
rights records but two rights abusers,
Iran and Venezuela, were defeated.
Human rights groups said they
were generally pleased with the 47
members elected to the council, which
will replace the highly politicised Hu-
man Rights Commission. It was dis-
credited in recent years because some
countries with terrible rights records
used their membership to protect one
another from condemnation.

‘ “The spoiler governments, the gov-
ernments that have a history of try-
ing to undermine the protection of
human rights through their member-
ship on the old commission arenow a

. significantly reduced minority when
it comes to the council,” said Kenneth
Roth, executive director of Human
Rights Watch. “That doesn’t guaran-
tee the council will be a success but it
is a step in the right direction.”

Yvonne Terlingen, UN represen-
tative for Amnesty International,
said, “We are fairly pleased that the
members selected overall cm}stitute

-

Chinese security personnel on duty
outside the UN compound in Beijing,

a good basis to make a fresh start
with creating a strong and effective
human rights body.”

“Some countries have been elect-
ed with weak human rights records,
but they also are now committed to
uphold the highest human rights
standards,” she said.

Under the rules for the new ¢pun-
cil, any UN member was eligjble to
run and 64 countries submittgd their

To ensure global representation,

Africa and Asia were given 13 s@its
each; Latin America and the
Caribbean eight seats; Westernna-
tions, seven seats; and Eastern fu-
rope, six seats. .
Roth said Human Rights Wach
would have preferred that Cuba, ¢hi-
na, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Ater-
baijan had not won seats becaus: of
their poor human rights record:.
“The good news is two of the liast
deserving governments were 10t
elected,” he said. “Both Venezwela
and Iran failed to make the cut. Tat
is a step in the right direction.”
Richard Grenell, spokesmanfor
the US Mission to the United Na-
tions, said Iran’s defeat “just sh¢ws
their lack of standing in the inger-
national community.”’ ;
The United States opposed th{es-
tablishment of the council, saying
it did not go far enough to preent
rights abusers from winning saits,
and the US decided against beilg a
candidate. But US Ambassador Jthn
Bolton has said the United States vill
work with other member states“to
make the council as strong ang ef-
fective as it can be.” ae P /
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Geneva: The US should close any se-
cret “war on terror”’ detention facil-
ities abroad and the Guantanamo Bay
camp in Cuba, a UN report has said.

The UN Committee against Tor-
ture urged the US to ensure no one
was detained in any secret facility The
report followed the first US appear-
ance before the committee since 9/11.
During the hearing in early May, the
US neither confirmed or denied the
existence of secret prisons.

The US has been holding hundreds
of terror suspects arrested since 9/11
at facilities in Iraq, Afghanistan and
Cuba. There are also reports of CIA-
run secret facilities in other countries.

The committee told the US to pro-
vide more information on secret de-
tention facilities. “The state party
. should investigate and disclose the
existence of any such facilities and
the authority under which they have
been established and the manner in
which detainees are treated,” the 11-
page report said.

It also called on the US to end de-
tentions at the Guantanamo Bay camp
and close it. Detaining people in such
conditions was a violation of the UN
Convention against Torture, it said.

The committee also urged the US
to act against ill-treatment of de-
tainees, calling for “immediate meas-

ells US to g:lose
secret prls(gfns,?&f

Terror suspects at Guantanamo Bay

ures to eradicate all forms of torture
and ill-treatment of detainees by its
military or civilian personnel, in any
territory under its jurisdiction”.

It called for an end to interroga-
tion techniques it said constituted tor-
ture, such as the use of dogs to scare
detainees. The recommendations are
not binding but the BBC’s Imogen
Foulkes says the committee’s conclu-
sions will not make comfortable read-
ing for the US, with the assertion that
secret camps do constitute torture.

The US has maintained it is en-
gaged in a long term war on terror
and that some aspects of the conven-
tion on torture may not apply.

But the UN committee rejected
this, saying the total ban on torture
applies in time of peace, war or armed
conflict and anyone violating the con-

vention should be prosecuted. reuters
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e UN set to fault Iran on\U
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Vienna: UN nuclear watch-
dog chief Mohamed ElBa-
radei was expected to report
on Friday that Iran has failed
to meet a United Nations dead-
line to stop enriching urani-
um, opening the door to pos-
sible international sanctions
against a defiant Teheran.
Iran has strongly reject-
ed suspending enrichment,
and says it is pushing ahead
with expanding its ability to
make what can be nuclear
fuel but also the raw materi-
al for atom bombs.
Diplomats say that is
enough for ElBaradei to re-
port that Iran has not met the
30-day deadline set by the UN
Security Council, running
out on Friday, even if some

~ e e g

Western experts are scepti-
cal about Teheran’s claimed
success in mastering the dif-
ficult process of enriching
uranium with centrifuges.

The run-up to the report
being issued by ElBaradei’s
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) has been
marked by strong rhetoric
from Iran and calls by the
West for UN action.

Hardline President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad vowed
on Thursday that Iran “will
not bow to injustice and pres-
sure,” and was quoted on Fri-
day by media there as saying
that mastering “peaceful nu-
clear energy” could make it
into a superpower.

“The bullies of the world

THE

nuclear programme

should know that nuclear en-
ergy is a national demand,
and thank god our nation is
a nuclear nation today,” the
official news agency IRNA
quoted him as saying.

US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said the Se-
curity Council “has to act”
in response to Iran’s failure
to allay the West’s fears that
the Islamic republic is using
its allegedly peaceful pro-
gramme to secretly develop
nuclear weapons.

“I would certainly hope
the Security Council is pre-
pared to take some action,”
she said on the sidelines of a
NATO meeting in Bulgaria.
Her German counterpart
Frank-Walter Steinmeier,

TIMES OF INpY A

\

also in Sofia, said the inter-
national community had to-
put on a united front. “The
reactions from Teheran are
cause for concern,” he said.
“All NATO states agree this
is the only way to make the
consequences of its self-isola-
tion sufficiently clear to Iran.”
Iran announced on April
11 that it had enriched ura-
nium using a 164-centrifuge
cascade, or series of the ma-
chines, to 3.5%, enough for
nuclear fuel but not for a :
weapon. It is workingonup- |
ping the centrifuges to 3,000 :
with an ultimate goal of run- |
ning over 50,000 centrifuges—
capable of producing enough

uranium to make several :

atom bombs a year. arp



* Tehran rejects demand

UNto
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United Nations, March 30
(Reuters): The UN Security
Council demanded yesterday
that Iran suspend uranium en-
richment efforts that the West
suspects are part of a secret
nuclear weapons programme.

But Iran remained defiant,
saying that it was not seeking
an atomic bomb and regard-
less of assurances, the US and
others would find new reasons
tofault Tehran.

“Threats do not work with
Iran. Iran is allergic to pres-
sure,” Iran’s UN ambassador,
Javad Zarif, said. “Iran’s com-
mitment to the nonprolifera-
tion regime, to nonprolifera-
tion, is categorical.”

The statement, which
needed the approval of all 15
council members, was read at
a public meeting after the five
permanent veto-holding coun-
cil powers agreed on a text fol-
lowing three weeks of ardu-
ous negotiations.

The US, Britain and
France made significant con-
cessions to Russia and China,
which were anxious to avoid
language that might later be
used to press for sanctions or

Iran:

N-wor

AN

milit. ction against Iran.

Still, Russia’s UN ambassa-
dor, Andrei Denisov, said: “For
the time being, we have suspi-
cions — very strong ones, but
suspicions — on intentions.
On intentions, we also have
some evidence but it is only in-
tentions.”

The council called on Iran
to comply with resolutions of
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency board, including
a suspension of “enrichment-
related activities”.

Iran restarted work at its
uranium enrichment plant in
Natanz earlier this year, but
insists its aim is to develop nu-
clear energy rather than
weapons. The council also
asked Mohamed ElBaradei,
the IAEA’s director-general, to
report back in 30 days on
Iran’s progress.

Sanction threat

British foreign secretary Jack
Straw said today sanctions
could follow if Iran remained
defiant and refused to halt its
uranium enrichment pro-
gramme as demanded by the
UN Council.

1



UNSC members discuss
watered down draft on itan

DHARAM SHOURIE
UNITED NATIONS. MARCH 29

AMBASSADORS of five
veto-wielding  permanent
members of the UN Security
Council held a round of meet-
ings to discuss a watered down
draft that calls on Iran to
abandon uranium enrichment
plans ahead of their ministers
meet in Berlin tomorrow. The
new draft proposed by Britain
and France with the support
of the US softens the language
in earlier drafts that faced ob-
jections from Russia.

The ambassadors met three
times yesterday before circu-
lating the draft to the remaining
10 non-permanent members.
The Council is expected to
have closed-door discussions
tonight. Though London and
Paris, backed by Washington,
watered down the draft but it

Iran President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad at a ceremony
to commemorate the death

anniversary of Prophet

Muhammad in Tehran on

Wednesday. AP

retains the language which
asks Tehran to stop its nuclear
enrichment programme that
can be used for both producing
tuel for civilian power plants
and for making nuclear
weapons, diplomats  said.

However, Moscow still
seemed to be dissastified. Rus-
sia is also opposed to linking
Iranian programme to interna-
tional peace and security as it
feels that the formulation
could be used by a nation or
group of nations to take puni-
tive action against Tehran even
if there no other resolution
from the Council.

But western diplomats say
that the Council’s main pur-
pose is to maintain peace and
security. In their original draft,
Britain and France had given
14 days to the LAEA to report
back on Iranian compliance
to the Council demand for
ending its uranium enrich-
ment programme.

Butdiplomats say to placate
Russia, they are prepared to in-
crease the time period from 14
to 30 days but Moscow’s reac-
tionwas not available. —P7I

30 MLR 2000
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nftﬂg powers creep toward
“’eluswe deal on Iran at UN

EVELYN LEOPOLD
UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 28

UN SECURITY Council
powers held out hope on Mon-
day for agreement this week
on astatement toreinin Iran’s

nuclear ambitions,butadealis |

stilt elusive before a forthcom-
ing ministerial meeting.

“Itis now three weeks since
the IAEA board took this
matter up and we are going to
try and resolve it in the next
day or so,” US Ambassador
John Bolton said. He spoke
after another meeting with
the other four permanent
Council members—Britain,

_ France, Russia and China—
and after a briefing to the full

.‘ ElBaradionlra

15-member Council.

On Thursday, the foreign
ministers of the five Council
powers and Germany are due

to meet in Berhn to hammer -
out strategy and try to break
any remaining impasse on the
statement.

“We are dealing with ner-
vousness from some of the
parties on what will happen .
next and uncertainties. Russia
has particular concerns, in-
cluding very high equities in -
Iran,” a senior British official
said in London.

Britain’s UN Ambassador,
Emyr Jones Parry said to the
media “We need to agree on
the text and if possible to have
it ready for adoption. If we
can finish it before Thursday,
we will”. But he cautioned
that the five were only “edg-
ing forward”. —Reuters

2 9 MAp 2008
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Bid to break“w
Iran deadlock M’:@

Britain, France call off consultations o

UNITED NATIONS: Members of the
U.N. Security Council sought to
break a deadlock over Iran’s
suspect nuclear programme on
Wednesday, after Britain and
France abruptly called off con-
sultations because they were
no closer to a deal with Russia

and China on how to pressure-

Teheran to stop enriching ura-
nium, diplomats said.

Britain, France and the Unit-
ed States planned to spend
much of Wednesday in bilateral
talks with each other and Rus-
sia and China, going back over
proposals for a Council state-
ment. They could circulate a
new text late in the day.

The decision to cancel the
council discussion Tuesday re-
flected the failure of the United
States and its European allies
to get Russia and China on
board during a meeting of high-
level diplomats in New York
the night before.

One council diplomat de-

o 2000

scribed that meeting as a set-
back for British, French and
American efforts to craft a
tough council response to Iran,
which the West believes is seek-

- ing nuclear weapons. Russia

and China are firm in their be-
lief that any Security Council
action should be mild.

“We're trying to get back on
track from where we were be-
fore last night’s meetings,” said
the diplomat, who spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the talks were confiden-
tial. “The Russians and the
Chinese came in guns ablaz-
ing.” The U.S. and its European
allies want the Security Council
to approve a statement reiterat-
ing demands by the IAEA, that
Iran suspend uranium enrich-
ment, the process that can be
used to generate nuclear power
or make nuclear weapons. Iran
insists that it is not making a
nuclear bomb, a claim the Unit-
ed States disputes. — AP
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UNHQ, March 22. —
With no results to show
despite two weeks of
intense parleys on Iran
nuclear crisis, a dead-
locked UN  Security
Council has put off a for-
mal closed door meeting
to give more time to iron
out differences over a
tough Franco-British
statement.

The meeting of all 15
members of the Council
scheduled for late last
night was put off by the
“Permanent Five” as
Russia, backed by China,
was pitted against other
veto- wielding powers—
the USA, Britain and
France — over the lan-
guage of the text on
Teheran’s suspected
nuclear weapons ambi-
tions.

Britain and France had
drafted a tough presiden-
tial statement which
would express concern
over Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme, ask it to suspend
uranium enrichment
plans and call on the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
to report back to the
Council within two weeks.

But Russia sees in it
seeds of sanctions against

vIran put off .+

US man charged

LOS ANGELES, March 22, —
A computer technician was
charged with attempting to
export to Iran more than 100
pressure sensors that could
be misused as components in
explosive devices, US federal
authorities said. Mohammad
Fazeli, 27, pleaded not guilty
to the three- count indictment
charging him with conspiracy,
making false statements and
violating a US embargo prohi-
biting trade with Iran. — AP

Teheran and wants the
Council to issue only a
small statement reaffirm-
ing political support to
the IAEA and let it han-
dle the issue.

Amid signs of dejection
in diplomats taking part
in the negotiations, west-
ern diplomats insisted
they were still hopeful
that some common
ground would be found.
But Moscow made it clear
that chances of its backing
off from its stance were
remote.

Russia would like the
IAEA to continue to play
main role in persuading
Iran to give up its urani-
um enrichment pro-
gramme but the USA and
its western allies want to
send a strong signal to
Teheran.
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~UN chief spells
< out plans for
\r\adlcal reforms

United Nations: Secretary-
General Kofi Annan urged UN
member states on Tuesday to
approve a radical overhaul of
UN operations that would in-
clude a new 2,500-strong rapid
reaction team to help millions
of people around the world
facing hunger, disease, vio-
lence and terrorism.

Since the end of the Cold
War in the early 1990s, he said,
the United Nations has been
transformed from an organi-
sation that primarily held con-
ferences and meetings to a
global body engaged in
several countries in peace-
keeking, humanitarian relief

A complete overhaul is
needed because the
UN’s current rules and
regulations make it very =,

hard for the

organisation to conduct

its work efficiently or
effectively

efforts, electoral assistance
and human rights monitoring.

After decades of piecemeal
reform that addressed symp-
toms more than causes, An-
nan said, “a radical overhaul”
is needed because the UN’s
current rules and regulations
“make it very hard for the or-
ganisation to conduct its work
efficiently or effectively.”

It is time for member states
to invest in the UN so the or-
ganisation can be better or-
ganised, more transparent,
and give “better value to the
hundreds of millions of peo-
ple throughout the world who,
by no fault of their own, find
themseélves in need of its serv-
ices,” he said.

Senior UN officials said
over the next few years the
management reforms could
cost about $500 million, but
the overhaul could eventually
lead to savings of about the
same amount,

Annan’s proposed shake-up
would create a mobile civil
service and convert 2,500
short-term peacekeeping posi-

oo 76 THE

tions into a new flexible team
whose members could be de-
ployed quickly in urgent
peacekeeping and political
missions. It would also allow a
one-time staff buyout costing
about $100,000 per person,
modernise the UN’s informa-
tion technology systems, and
consider outsourcing transla-
tion, editing, printing, payroll,
medical insurance and com-
puter support services.

At a contentious and rau-
cous meeting later with UN
staff, Annan and senior UN of-
ficials were peppered with
questions by  distrustful
staffers concerned about los-

ing jobs, about managers fil-
tering complaints, and about
the United Nations outsourc-
ing work to companies like
Halliburton. The sharpest and
most critical questions re-
ceived loud applause.

The proposals in the report,
entitled ‘Investing in the Unit-
ed Nations’, are a direct re-
sponse to last year’s investiga-
tion into the UN oil-for-food
programme which concluded
shoddy management was part-
ly to blame for widespread cor-
ruption. It cited weaknesses in
oversight, accountability, re-
sponsibility and structure.

The report proposes a num-
ber of improvements in the
way the UN buys goods and
services, an area that has seen
widespread corruption and is
currently the subject of sever-
al investigations.

Annan stressed the report is
also an effort to transform the
UN’s post-World War II man-
agement structure and prac-
tices so the 191-member worl
body can deal with 21st cen
ry problems. ar
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UN watchdog meets on Iran in Security Council prelude Page 1 of 3

washingtonpostcom

UN watchdog meets on Iran in Security Council """
prelude

By Mark Heinrich
Reuters
Monday, March 6, 2006; 2:26 AM

VIENNA (Reuters) - The U.N. atomic watchdog's board of governors meets
on Monday to weigh Iran's snub of calls to curb nuclear activity, opening the
way to possible U.N. Security Council action over concerns Tehran covertly
seeks atom bombs.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief Mohamed ElBaradei will submit a report to the 35- |
nation meeting saying Iran has largely ignored a resolution demanding that it take steps to defuse a crisis
of confidence in its nuclear program.

ElBaradei's report will be forwarded to the Security Council after the gathering as mandated by a board
vote a month ago after three years of IAEA probes often parried by Tehran.

No new resolution was expected because the February motion, which at the insistence of Russia, China
and developing states gave Iran a month to comply, was deemed enough for the Council to take up the
issue.

ElBaradei will open the meeting with a speech at 0930 GMT.

John Bolton, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, warned Iran faced "tangible and painful

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/05/AR2006030500221 pf.... 3/6/2006
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consequences" if it pushed ahead with uranium enrichment and Washington would use "all tools at our
disposal" to neutralize Tehran's atomic project.

Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Monday warned the West that further pressure on Tehran
would have consequences.

"If they exert political pressure on us, we will revise our decisions and change our behavior," the official
IRNA news agency quoted him as saying.

"There is no need for them to create problems for themselves and for us. They should accept the Iranian
nation's rights, then cooperation can be done," he added.

When the Council might act remains unclear. The timing could hinge on the course of talks between
Russia and Iran on Moscow's offer to enrich uranium on Tehran's behalf to prevent siphoning of nuclear
materials into secret bombmaking on Iranian soil.

Iran's top nuclear negotiator on Sunday repeated that its uranium-enrichment research drive was non-
negotiable. He vowed Tehran would pursue industrial-scale nuclear fuel production if the Council
tackles its case, potentially with sanctions.

Another Iranian official, deputy secretary of the Supreme National Security Council Javad Vaeedi,
repeatedly said in an interview with Reuters that Iran would not change its mind about its research and
development activities.

"The research and development activities have started and it is irreversible," Vaeedi said.

Tehran seemed to be counting on opposition to any sanctions from Russia and China, both with vetoes
on the Council.

But nuclear scientists estimate Iran remains some years away from mastering technology to enrich
enough uranium for bombs.

ElBaradei felt the board vote to alert the Council was premature and could aggravate tensions, agency
sources say.

Western diplomats say the IAEA has been too tolerant of what they call Iranian playing for time in
hopes of staying the Council's hand while it accelerates uranium-enrichment efforts.

Iran says its nuclear program is designed only to generate electricity for a growing economy. But Tehran
obscured sensitive aspects of nuclear work from the IAEA for 18 years until 2003 and has publicly
called for Israel's destruction.

INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE
ElBaradei's report said Iran had disregarded the February resolution urging it to shelve all enrichment-
related work and stop stonewalling IAEA inquiries to verify if the Islamic Republic's nuclear program is

solely peaceful or not.

Instead, Iran is testing a cascade of 20 centrifuges, machines that convert uranium UF6 gas into fuel for
atomic power reactors or, if purified to high levels, weapons.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/05/AR2006030500221 pf.... 3/6/2006
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He said Iran aims to begin installing 3,000 centrifuges later this year in what it calls research and
development that has nothing to do with industrial-scale fuel production, but which a suspicious West
says could have no other motivation.

Iran has struggled to operate cascades -- or networks -- of the delicate centrifuges without breakdowns.
But about 1,500 centrifuges running optimally could yield enough highly enriched uranium for one
atomic bomb per year, experts say.

"The longer we wait to confront the threat Iran poses, the harder and more intractable it will become to
solve," Bolton told the leading pro-Israel lobby group in the United States.

Trying to slow momentum toward Council intervention, Iran offered in talks with "EU3" foreign
ministers on Friday to hold off industrial-scale fuel production for one to two years and restore short-
notice IAEA inspections while continuing with enrichment R&D. The ministers countered by asking for
a moratorium of around 10 years, which Iran rebuffed.

The Security Council's first step would probably be a presidential statement summoning Iran to heed
IAEA resolutions.

The Security Council could also consider endowing the IAEA with more intrusive, short-notice
Inspection powers.

Trade sanctions seem a more distant prospect given broad internationa) reluctance to isolate the world's
No. 4 oil exporter and not least the resistance of Russia and China, both with heavy trade stakes in the
Islamic Republic.

© 2006 Reuters
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Front Page
Iran issue for Security Council

Hasan Suroor

‘Quartet’ provides time till March

e Iran suggests amendments to Russian proposal
e Further talks to be held in Moscow
e Russia, China against confrontation

LONDON: All five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council — Britain,
the United States, France, China and Russia — and the European Union on Tuesday agreed
to urge the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to “report” Iran to the U.N. on its
controversial nuclear programme. The 35-member IAEA board meets in Vienna on
Thursday.

But significantly they left the door open for a last-minute compromise, saying the Security
Council should not take any action on the [AEA's recommendation till March. This is seen
as a concession to Russia and China, which are opposed to a confrontationist approach and
are for a negotiated solution.

During the *“cooling off" period, efforts would be made to get Iran to agree to a compromise
deal, under which its uranium enrichment programme could be carried out in Russia.

At a meeting with E.U. officials in Brussels on Monday, Iran was reported to have suggested
amendments to the original Russian proposal. Further talks to fine-tune the deal are to be
held between Iran and Russia in Moscow on February 16.

The decision to call upon the IAEA to take the issue to the Security Council was taken after
a meeting here of the so-called **Quartet” group which, besides the five permanent members,
includes Germany.

The talks, attended by U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw and other E.U. Foreign Ministers, started late on Monday and continued till early
on Tuesday.

4/13/2006
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In a joint statement, the group said the IAEA "“should report to the Security Council its
decision on the steps required of Iran, and should also report to the Security Council all
IAEA reports and resolutions as adopted relating to this issue.” It called for an "extensive
period of confidence-building" by Iran after its recent actions such as the decision to break
the U.N. seals on a nuclear facility, triggering protests in Western capitals.

There were serious differences behind the apparent public show of unity, it is understood. A
French official was reported by the Associated Press as saying Russia and China were
reluctant to go with the idea of referring Iran to the U.N. but were *“persuaded” to agree in
order to present a "united front."

Related Stories:
Teheran threatens to bar U.N. inspections

© Copyright 2000 - 2006 The Hindu
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U.N. Nuclear Agency Reports Iran to Security

Council Microsott
Move Signals Growing Unease About Nation's Nuclear Program

By John Ward Anderson and Glenn Kessler
Washington Post Foreign Service
Saturday, February 4, 2006; 4:00 PM

VIENNA, Feb. 4 -- The United Nations nuclear agency reported Iran to the Today's

U.N. Security Council on Saturday, signaling growing worldwide unease Microsoft Office

about the nature and intent of [ran's nuclear program, and concern that it helps you organize

might be military. your inbox with
search folders

Iran responded Saturday by announcing that it would resume "commercial- and quick flags.

scale uranium enrichment” and halt snap checks of its nuclear facilities by
U.N. inspectors.

The 27-3 decision to report Iran to the highest U.N. body -- a diplomatic Get more out
victory for the United States and Europe, and a blow to Iran's prestige -- of Outlook* %
came after months of intense wrangling among the 35 board members of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the organization that monitors
nuclear activities around the world.

In Washington, Undersecretary of State R. Nicholas Burns called the vote "a
powerful message of condemnation” and a "clear rebuke” of Iran.

Russia and China, both of which have strong economic ties to Tehran,
joined the United States and European countries in an increasingly unified
campaign to step up pressure on Iran to stop its research into uranium

enrichment and cooperate more fully with IAEA inspectors. Only Syria, m P
Cuba and Venezuela voted against the measure. Five countries -- Algeria, : EQ Offlce
Belarus, Indonesta, Libya and South Africa -- abstained. o

The referral to the Council signifies "a continuing lack of confidence in :
Iran's nuclear intentions," said British Ambassador Peter Jenkins. "Board members 51mply cannot
understand why Iran is so determined to press on with its [uranium] enrichment program.”

"A very important part of this board meeting is the fact that the European Union, the United States,
Russia and China stood together in sending this message,” said U.S. Ambassador Greg Schulte. "The
authorities in Tehran, rather than threatening the world, should listen to the world and take the steps
necessary to start regaining its confidence."

In forwarding the matter to the Security Council, the board's resolution cited "Iran's many failures and
breaches of its obligations to comply" with the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the "absence
of confidence that Iran's nuclear program is exclusively for peaceful purposes resulting from the history
of concealment." It demanded that Iran "reestablish full and sustained suspension of all enrichment-
related and processing activities, including research and development.”

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/04/AR2006020400470 pf.... 2/6/2006
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Under an agreement reached Monday between the five permanent members of the Security Council and
Germany, the council will not take any action on Iran for at least a month, giving Tehran a grace period
to change its tactics, stop its enrichment activities and cooperate more fully with IAEA inspectors.

Javad Vaidi, deputy secretary of Iran's National Security Council, said the board's vote was "politically
motivated" and "not based on any legal or technical grounds." He said Iran had no choice now but to
resume uranium enrichment and stop voluntarily cooperating with international inspectors, under a law
passed by Iran's parliament last year mandating such retaliation if [ran were reported to the U.N.
Security Council.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad subsequently ordered Iran's Atomic Energy Organization to
end snap inspections by IAEA officials starting Sunday.

"All of Iran's peaceful nuclear activities will continue within the framework of the IAEA and based on
the NPT and the agency's safeguards,” he said in a letter to the head of the Iranian organization, Reuters
news agency reported. However, Ahmadinejad added, "from Feb. 5, Iran will suspend its voluntary
implementation of the Additional Protocol and its other cooperation beyond it." He referred to an
agreement Iran signed in 2003 to allow snap inspections of its nuclear facilities after admitting it had
carried out secret work for 18 years.

Vaidi told Iranian state television that the IAEA vote effectively killed a proposal for resolving the
dispute by having Russia carry out uranium enrichment on Iran's behalf, and he said Iran would resume
enrichment activities at its Natanz plant in Isfahan province.

"Commercial-scale uranium enrichment will be resumed in Natanz in accordance with the law passed by
the parliament,” Vaidi said, according to the Associated Press.

Burns, the U.S. undersecretary of state for political affairs, toid reporters in a conference call Saturday
that the Iranian government faces tough decisions in the coming month.

"[ cannot say we are filled with hope the Iranians will do the right thing," he said.

Burns said that under an agreement reached in London this week with other permanent members of the
Security Council, the United States will not press to bring up the Iranian issue this month, when the
United States chairs the council. But he said five demands made of Iran in today's resolution -- including
suspending enrichment activities and granting inspectors enhanced access to its facilities -- were the
minimum needed to avoid a Security Council debate in March.

"Iran is going to have to meet those conditions and show it has taken a fundamentally different course,"
Burns said. "We are going to have to see a change of heart by Iran."”

Noting Iran's threats to stop cooperating, British Ambassador Jenkins said, "We urge Iran to reconsider."
In the month ahead, "we hope Iran will take this opportunity to begin rebuilding international

confidence," he said.

The United States and Europe say Iran's ultimate aim is to build nuclear weapons; Iran says it is
interested only in developing peaceful nuclear energy, framing the issue as a sovereign right.

Ali Larijani, secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security Council and its chief nuclear negotiator,
recently said that the country's decision in January to resume uranium enrichment activities after a

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/04/AR200602040047O pf.... 2/6/2006
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voluntary, two-year suspension was "non-negotiable." It was that decision that triggered this week's
IAEA's board meeting.

Going beyond the legislation to stop snap IAEA inspections of its nuclear facilities, some Iranian
officials have threatened to withdraw from the Non-Proliferation Treaty or raise oil prices if the IAEA
forwarded their case to New York. Political analysts also warn of Iran's ability to foment problems in
neighboring Iraq.

It is unclear what action, if any, the Security Council might take. Both Russia and China were reluctant
to report Iran to the body and have expressed strong opposition to any significant punitive measures.
China's ambassador to the United Nations told the Associated Press on F riday that his country would
never support sanctions against Iran as a "matter of principle."

U.S. and European diplomats have said that they envision a "graduated" diplomatic approach to slowly
build pressure on Iran, and that sanctions currently are not being considered. Nonetheless, Iran
reportedly has been withdrawing money from European banks and stockpiling critical materials that
could be difficult to get if an embargo or sanctions were imposed.

Anticipating the IAEA vote, Iranian President Ahmadinejad accused nuclear powers of trying to impose
"scientific apartheid" and said they were ruining the reputation of the IAEA.

At a news conference Friday, the hard-line leader said a few nuclear powers were trying to "dictate their
policies . . . from a domineering position, assuming that the Middle Ages' relations are still valid. But
they had better wake up from that long sleep, because otherwise the severe blow of the world nations on
their faces would wake them up."

In a direct appeal to non-aligned countries that account for 16 of the 35 seats on the board, Ahmadinejad
said, "The hegemonic powers assume if they would manage to block Iran's path, they would also
succeed in blocking the other nations' path.”

Former president Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, who heads Iran's powerful Guardian Council,
delivered a separate warning during Friday prayers at Tehran University, the marquee podium for the
conservative clerics who hold ultimate power in Iran.

"We have acquired some knowledge, and we intend to utilize it to improve our life and that of others,"
Rafsanjani said, emphasizing Iran's right to develop nuclear power to generate energy. "No matter where
a progress in knowledge is achieved, it will benefit mankind. However, should they treat us in this
manner, then the problems will take another shape.”

Last year, Iran's conservative parliament passed a bill requiring the government to resume industrial-
scale uranium enrichment if the IAEA pushed the issue to the Security Council. However, Iran's
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, holds ultimate authority in Iran, and he has guided Iran's
nuclear policy though the Supreme National Security Council, chaired by Larijani.

As signatory of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, Iran has the right to develop nuclear technology and to
enrich uranium, which can be used for the production of energy or, if highly enriched, to manufacture
atomic bombs. But the country became enmeshed in controversy in 2002 after Iranian dissidents
disclosed that the government had concealed its nuclear programs for almost two decades. Iran
suspended the most controversial parts of its activities, and European diplomats agreed not to pursue
Security Council action while they conducted intensive negotiations to ensure that Iran's program was

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/04/AR2006020400470 pf.... 2/6/2006



U.N. Nuclear Agency Reports Iran to Security Council Page 4 of 5

and would remain strictly peaceful.

The negotiations floundered in August when Iran resumed uranium conversion, and again in January
when it launched uranium enrichment activities, prompting the Europeans to declare their negotiations at
an impasse and to begin a drive, which U.S. officials say was long overdue, to report Iran to the Security
Council.

In recent months, international inspectors have found some documents in Iran that were related to bomb-
making, but no evidence of a bomb-making program. They complain, however, that Iran has not
provided the information or access to people, documents and facilities to make a solid determination one
way or the other.

Recent provocative comments from Ahmadinejad -- including questioning the Holocaust, saying Israel
should be "wiped off the map" and offering to transfer nuclear know-how to other Islamic countries --
increased concern about Iran's intentions and raised the pressure for the IAEA board to demand tougher
confidence-building measures.

Several factors contributed to the IAEA board's lopsided vote, including the agreement earlier this week
between the United States, Britain, France, Russia and China -- the five permanent members of the
Security Council -- to give Iran a one-month grace period to adopt a more conciliatory approach.

The final resolution removed any reference to Iran’s "non-compliance” with its nuclear treaty obligations
and the article of the Non-Proliferation Treaty that it has violated. While that softened the resolution on
its face, U.S. officials felt that it did not really matter because the document explicitly forwards a board
resolution from last September that found Iran in violation of the NPT.

In an effort to win backing from 16 members of the Non-Aligned Movement, a group dating from the
Cold War, the resolution included a paragraph "recognizing that a solution to the Iranian issue would
contribute to global non-proliferation efforts and realizing the objective of a Middle East free of
weapons of mass destruction, including their means of delivery." The language significantly softened the
movement's demand for a reference to creating a nuclear-weapons-free zone in the Middle East, which
the United States saw as a slap at Israel.

The resolution also is ambiguous about whether the IAEA board must act again after the one-month
grace period in order to officially request Security Council action. The United States believes the
resolution places the entire Iran issue on the council's table. But other countries -- including many from
the Non-Aligned Movement -- hold the view that the resolution only informed the Security Council of
the Iran problem, and that the IAEA board must vote again in another month if it wants the council to
take action.

The confusion allowed everybody to interpret the issue as they saw fit for Saturday's vote, but creates a
potential problem down the road.

Kessler reported from Washington. Correspondent Karl Vick contributed to this report from Istanbul.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company

Advertising Links What's this?

Cheap Airline Tickets
Buy your international airline tickets online direct from airline consolidators and save 40%-60%.

www _click2airfare.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/04/ AR2006020400470 pf.... 2/6/2006



U.N. Nuclear Agency Reports Iran to Security Council Page S of 5

Fly to Europe this Winter from $160 OW
Sale extended: book by Feb 7 for travel through Mar 31.
www.airfrance.us

International Flights at Airvalues.com

International flights, save up to 70% off airfares. Airvalues.com gets you discounts on international airfares, student airfares, cars and
hotels. Find cheap airfares online.
www.airvalues.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/Z006/02/()4/AR2006020400470/pf.... 2/6/2006



soomay— 9T ATeniqog Joy 19 oTe
resodouid astarordwios 2y uo suonen
-08a); ‘Sunjet-quioq 0 [aNJ IEAONU JO
uors1aAIp unuoasid Je powIe SImMusA
yurof ® ‘ueIygy, 10J wniueIn Ayund o3
J9JJO S, MOIS0A] JO S[TEIOp UO JI0M O}
URI] PUE BISSINY JOJ SWT) MO[je P[nom
SIYT, ‘9 YDIBJA] UO PIBOq Paseq-euud
-IA 91} JO UOIssas refnSor 1xau oY) O3
1odar e sayew oy 910J9q S[eod Iesp
-NU S)1 INOQE UOIASNS JO STRAL JAJOST
o1 uer] poid o} sem Sunostu sy} pres
Iopered|H powreqoA Jorgd VI VI

" parornsar Arenuaiod ASojou
-39} Teajonu 0} JYSLI I9Y) JUBM JOU PID

Ko [euBIs 01 UTRISQE PJNOM BISITOP.

-] pue BOLFV {Inog ‘eIpu] djqrssod
SEA 1 S[IYM BQND) PUE BLIAG ‘B[ONZIUSA
sguesIoApe SN wox Auo ANy
P00 §9304 ,,0U,, Ing ‘Pres syewoidip
9x9) UONN[OSAI dAnde-0xd ss9 10
SunenoSou azom suoneuSurdopoasq

1o3umb [UN0)) AILMO3g oY) 03 Sutx

~19y21 yewioidip N ve pres  ‘Sfessowr

" 9SNf 0} ued] Hodal few yIy)

¢-d Suons ay3 03 SYUBY) SNSUISUOD
Preoq apim e 1oy Surume are op, “Aepuiy
Uo I93€] UonNjosa1 3y} jo uondope 10§
08 0 3[qe 2q pnoys am ‘raded uQy,,
‘nonn|osa1ay) sao1dde [ )¢ 01 7 JO
Aurofeus e ‘AeplLi] O SOUSATOII pIROq

oYy 1o3e Jeq) pres sishfeuy -siqissod
$2104 834, JO JoqUINU UMwIKen 9y}
PIoI pinom padoy s1opes] (1 Yorym
suonenofou J00pyIeq J0§ SIMOY M0 ©
19)fe PAWLOfPE PIeoq UOHeU-g¢ SYH Y
a1 jo uorssas Sutuado s Lepsmy],

oj0yd dy "euus)A U ARSIu)N USjei04 ou Je ABpUZ UO BUBIOS JOjART JOINO
Aojlod uBjeso) N Pue ‘Niusseld einein ieIS|UIN uSjel04 Ueysny ‘efojwony,

fa W;r B AN

PPH3 Mediejunos ysjuuly sjy 38053 SujX0BYZ [ BUIYD WO JeIs|ulN uBjeio4

"HO)SUTSEA) JO SI0] SUTPIR MO © IO]

1dooxs ‘preoq WV 2y} U0 s31e)s Sur
-doyassp Arem 1940 Utm 0 powre Auew
-100) snid g Y pue 30ULL] ‘UTeILIgy

" ‘eury)) ‘erssy s1amod pounoy) jusu

-euwrad Aq reap oy pres syewoydicy
“3nSU3 PINOO ‘stionoues
Bumpnjou Ajqissod ‘uonoe 910§q saqoid
N s Ay 27219d000 03 YOTeIA] Hun
1se9] 38 24911d0x B U0AIS sem ueIyqy, se
Buo] os ueIy noqe 2OMOU UO [OUNC))
oyt nd 0} uownjosax parosuods-Ng
ue pasiopus Julllog pue MooSO
‘pres spewordip WIsISop ‘squioq
JIOJR I9)JB 9q ABWI JI SIBOJ I9AO
pounoy) AJLmsag N Y3 03 uesy 3sod
-21 03 Aepiig U0 105 payoo] Sopyoiem
Iegpnu NN 2y ‘eury)
pue eissny pue siomod
UIOJSIA\  U9omloq sns
-uosuoo arer Aq NJATY

€ AIVNIFA ‘YNNAIA
HOTINIAH YRIVIN

31qrssod $330A $3K,, J0 JOqUINU WNUIXeW IY3 PSIA 03 sadoy T § SISIYD INAN



RESOLUTION 1 Refreeze enrichment programme

ASSOCIATED PRESS
VIENNA, FEBRUARY 2

HE International

Atomic Energy

Agency’s board met
on Thursday to discuss refer-
ring Iran to the UN Security
Council over concerns that
Tehran may be seeking nu-
clear weapons.

Agency head Mohamed
El Baradei said the move
opened a “window of oppor-
tunity” to defuse the crisis.

“We are reaching a critical
phase but it is not a crisis,” he
told reporters. Even if the
board agrees on referring
Iran, “I am making very clear
that the Security Council is
not asked at this stage to take
any action,” he said.

He was alluding to an
agreement among the five Se-
curity Council members to
wait until he submits a new re-
port on Iran to the board
early next month,

The IAEAs 3S5-nation
board was looking at a Euro-
pean draft resolution calling
for referral because of con-
cerns the Islamic country’s
nuclear programme is not

AEA discusses Iran
referral to

The IAEA board of govemors Is pictured at the beginning of a

| cq@

session in Vienna’s UN headquarters on Thursday. Reuters

“exclusively for peaceful pur-
poses.” Europe, Russia and
the US have publicly backed
such a step.

The draft calls on Iran to:
B Re-establish a freeze on
uranium enrichment and re-
lated activities
B Consider whether to stop
construction of a heavy water
reactor that could be
the source of plutonium

Or weapons
B Formally ratify an agree-
ment allowing the IAEA
greater inspecting authority
M Give the IAEA additional
powers, including “access to
individuals” for interviews, as
well as of documentation on
its black market nuclear pur-
chases, equipment that could
be used for nuclear and non-
nuclear purposes.
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World powers
will refer Iran
- to UNSC

[ Y

38 TR

London: Two days ahead
of the crucial Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) meeting to discuss
Iran’s controversial nu-
clear programme, key pow-
ers, in a surprise move.
have agreed to refer the is-
sue to the UN Security
Council but decided to put
off any action by the world
body until March in a com-
promise with Russia and
China who favoured giving
more time to Teheran.

British foreign secre-
tary Jack Straw an-
nounced the decision
here on Tuesday after
a meeting of the five
permanent Council
members— US, Rus-
sia, Britain, China
and France— plus
Germany after talks
with Iran earlier in
the day failed to pro-
duce a breakthrough.

Foreign ministers
of the six powers met
on Monday night to
co-ordinate their posi-
tion ahead of an emer-
gency board meeting
of the International
Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) on
Thursday. If the board
agrees to refer it to the Se-
curity Council, Iran may
face sanctions. But Straw
said the foreign ministers
decided the Council would
take no action until
March, after it has re-
ceived a formal report on
Iran from the IAEA.

The timetable repre-
sents a compromise. While
Europeans and the US
wanted Iran to be referred
to the Security Council as
soon as possible, Russia
and China argued for more
time. Iran is accused by US
and EU of aiming to pro-
duce nuclear weapons but
Teheran insists its nuclear
programme is for civilian
energy use only. The for-
eign ministers’ statement

called for “an extensive pe-
riod of confidence-build-
ing” by Teheran, following
its recent decision to break
IAEA seals on its nuclear
facilities.

The I[AEAs two-day
emergency board meeting
will start on Thursday in
Vienna, which will see the
possible referral of Iran to
the Security Council. On
February 16, Russia and
Iran will resume talks on
Moscow’s proposed com-
promise regarding the is-
sue. IAEA is to report on

Iranian compliance in
March. During last night’s
talks, Russia, a key trading™
partner of Iran, had resis-
ted any immidiate move
for sanctions against
Teheran. L

As aresult, Moscow won
a concession, reflected in-
the joint statement that
said the Security Council
should “await the IAEA di-
rector general’s report to
the March meeting of the
IAEA board before decid-
ing to take action.”

US President George W
Bush said, “To the (Iran-
ian) government, our
message is that if you
want to be a part of the
family of nations, give up
your huclear weapons am-
bitions. »’ Agencies
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New York, Jan. 15: Specula-
tion about an Indian nomi-
nee for the number two job of
deputy secretary-general of
e UN has been temporarily
alted with a UN spokesman

/making it clear that the job
" will not be filled until the be-

ginning of next year.
Responding to a rash of
stories worldwide about for-
mer external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh and Indian
ambassador to Russia, Kanw-
al Sibal, as candidates for the
second most important job at
the UN, Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman for secretary-ge-
neral Kofi Annan, has said
the outgoing deputy secre-
tary-general, Louise Frech-
ette, was appointed by Annan
as what the spokesman called
“a very personal” choice.
“For the remaining time
of his own term”, Dujarric
said, “it is the secretary-gen-
eral’s intention to use, where
appropriate, his own executi-
ve office team to cover the de-
puty secretary-general’s re-
sponsibilities and functions.”
Frechette, Canada’s form-
er deputy minister for de-
fence, resigned on December
16, 2005, but has agreed to
Annan’s request to stay in
her post until April this year
in order to complete her role
in coordinating the secre-
tary-general’s proposals for
implementing comprehen-
sive management reform of
the world body.
The Volcker report into
the oil-for-food programme
in Iraq, which led to the exit

A THE

fades

/
N/
o

Qs
\Q \ Aol \',—V)
of K. Natwar Singh from the

Union cabinet, has also come
in the way of an immediate
choice for the number two
UN job.

Paul Volcker had recom-
mended the appointment of a
chief operating officer for
the UN. The spokesman said
“the proposal put forward by
Volcker would have to be
studied by member states in
the way that it was outlined
in his report”.

Annan’s decision to use
his existing team to carry out
the duties of the deputy sec-
retary-general until the be-
ginning of 2007 is a shot in
the arm for the as yet unde-
clared candidature of Shashi
Tharoor to be next secretary-
general.

As he is likely to share so-
me of Frechette’s burden bet-
ween April and December as
a key member of Annan’s
team, those making the cho-
ice of a new secretary-gener-
al will have a better opportu-
nity to assess his work, espe-
cially in areas which go be-
yond his present responsibil-
ities as under secretary-gen-
eral for communications and
public information.

Annan’s decision to leave
the choice of a new deputy to
his successor, who will take
charge on January 1, 2007, -
has also bolstered the chanc-
es of an Asjan secretary-gen-
eral.

The early appointment of
an Asian to succeed Freche-
tte, even as the search goes on
for a new UN chief, would ha-
ve eliminated candidates fr-
om Asia for the top job.

it ol tH
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U.N. Looking at Charges of Fraud in Procurement

By WARREN HOGE

UNITED NATIONS, Jan. 23 - The United Nations management chief said Monday that an investigation
of the purchase of equipment for peacekeeping operations had turned up more than 200 allegations of
fraud amounting to tens of millions of dollars.

The official, Christopher B. Burnham, the under secretary general for management, said an audit by the
United Nations' internal watchdog had turned up "significant evidence of abuse" and had led to the
suspension with pay of eight officials from the offices of peacekeeping and management.

e said that much of the information was furnished by staff members and that there was "anecdotal
evidence" that a new whistleblower protection policy had made them willing to come forward now.

"Clearly, I think the potential abuse could go into the tens of millions of dollars, and it could go higher
than that," Mr. Burnham said. "But we're in the middle of looking at 200 different cases, reports, and if
the men and women of the United Nations continue to show the courage they have in the last six
months, in the next six months I expect that figure to go up."

The new findings emerged as the United Nations was being challenged to overhaul its management
structure and practices to avoid repetition of the kind of failure in running the scandal-ridden oil-for-
food program in Iraq that so undermined the organization.

"It's very disturbing," John R. Bolton, the United States ambassador, said of the new report. "It shows
the sad record of mismanagement that we're trying to deal with through the reform process."

He said that "it's not just simply this incident or that incident of corruption or mismanagement,” but "a
ulture problem that we're facing here." He pointed out that the United States had paid 27 percent of the
peacekeeping budget.

The investigation by the Office of Internal Oversight Services follows a guilty plea in Federal District
Court in Manhattan last August by Aleksandr V. Yakovlev, a United Nations procurement officer, to
charges of bribing contractors and a report from Deloitte Consulting last month that found the
procurement office badly managed and vulnerable to fraud.

Mr. Burnham, an American who was the State Department's chief financial officer until taking up his
present post in June, said that the United Nations was "being proactive" in pursuing the cases.

He declined to identify the suspended officials, but two who have been cited by news agencies, Andrew

Toh, who heads the Office of Central Support Services, and Christian Saunders, the Procurement
Division chief, have denied any impropriety.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/24/international/24nations.html?pagewanted=print 1/24/2006
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Mr. Burnham said the measures were administrative rather than disciplinary and did not "presume any
wrongdoing."

He said Secretary General Kofi Annan was "absolutely leading this effort to insure that we are executing
the best practices as we ferret out corruption and fraud and abuse here at the United Nations."

Asked if he endorsed that view, Mr. Bolton, a frequent critic of Mr. Annan's stewardship of the United
Nations, said, "I'm glad that Chris Burnham is under secretary general for management."

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/24/international/24nations.html?pagewanted=print 1/24/2006
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U.N. Finds Waste in Peacekeeping Work

Eight Procurement Officials Suspended

By Colum Lynch
Washington Post Staff Writer
Tuesday, January 24, 2006; A14

UNITED NATIONS, Jan. 23 -- An internal U.N. probe of the department
that runs international peacekeeping operations has uncovered extensive
evidence of mismanagement and possible fraud, and triggered the
suspension of eight procurement officials pending an investigation,
according to U.N. officials and documents.

U.N. investigators have uncovered rampant waste, price inflation and
suspicion that employees colluded with vendors in awarding contracts for a
variety of peacekeeping programs, said a confidential report presented to
‘everal governments Monday.

Peacekeepers, for example, spent $10.4 million to lease a helicopter for use
in East Timor that could have been secured for $1.6 million, and paid $2.4
million to buy seven aircraft hangars in Congo that were never used, the
report said. An additional $65 million or more was spent for fuel that was
not needed for missions in Sudan and Haiti, said the report, which called for
an investigation into whether U.N. staff members improperly "colluded to
award" one U.N. supplier an $85.9 million fuel contract for the Sudan
mission.

The failure of U.N. managers to enforce basic standards has led to a "culture
of impunity" in U.N. spending, according to the report. Together, it says that
there are "strong" indications of fraud involving contracts whose value
totaled about $193 million, nearly 20 percent of the $1 billion in U.N.
business examined by the auditors.

"We have no idea yet as to the scope of this, but I believe that we have

significant evidence of fraud and corruption,” the U.N. undersecretary for

management, Christopher Burnham, told reporters Monday. Burnham, a former Bush administration
official, went further than other U.N. officials in characterizing the seriousness of the wrongdoing.

Burnham, however, said that the decision to suspend the eight officials -- including Andrew Toh, who
recently oversaw the U.N. procurement department, and Christian Saunders, the director of the U.N.
procurement division -- did not represent a finding that they had done anything wrong. The two have
both denied any wrongdoing.

The U.N. findings come as the organization is struggling to recover from a financial scandal involving
abuse of the $64 billion oil-for-food program in prewar Iraq and reports of widespread sexual abuse by
U.N. peacekeepers.

U.S. prosecutors, meanwhile, are conducting their own investigation into criminal wrongdoing in U.N.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/23/AR200601230[6997p... 1/24/2006
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contracting. The U.S. attorney's office for the Southern District of New York in August charged a
former U.N. procurement officer, Alexander Yakovlev, with receiving hundreds of thousands of dollars
in bribes on behalf of companies doing business with the United Nations. Yakovlev pleaded guilty to
three counts of wire fraud and agreed to cooperate with the ongoing investigation.

Monday's revelations came as U.N. peacekeeping operations are expanding rapidly, with more than
70,000 uniformed police and blue-helmeted troops posted in 18 missions around the world. The United
Nations is gearing up for a new peacekeeping mission in Darfur, Sudan, and has asked the Security
Council to authorize an increase of 4,000 peacekeepers in Ivory Coast.

"We know that we have some areas of difficulty that have to be strengthened," said Jane Holl Lute, a
senior peacekeeping official, noting that U.N. officials alerted the investigators to possible wrongdoing.
"We are operating in a highly complex, highly volatile operating environment in places around the
world that are difficult, austere and, as evidenced by the killing of eight Guatemalan peacekeepers today
in the Congo, dangerous."

John R. Bolton, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, said the procurement scandal would not
prompt a retreat from U.N. peacekeeping. But he said it underscored the need for far-reaching
administrative changes in the world body.

"It is very disturbing. It shows the sad record of mismanagement that we are trying to deal with through
the reform process," he said.

The U.N. Office of Internal Oversight, which conducted the inquiry, cited several cases in which they
found "fraud indicators," or cause for suspicion.

The helicopter deal in East Timor was one of them. U.N. procurement officers had been offered a $1.6
million lease for an Mi-26 helicopter, the report said, but the procurement documents did not reflect that
offer. The U.N. report called for an investigation into why officials paid $8.8 million too much and into
their dealings with vendors.

The report did not name individuals or companies suspected of breaking U.N. procurement rules. But an
earlier draft, made available to The Washington Post, included some names of companies and U.N.
staffers.

“or instance, it identified SkyLink Aviation Inc., a Canadian firm, as the company that supplied fuel to
the U.N. mission in Sudan. A spokesman for SkyLink, Jan Ottens, confirmed that his company had that
contract and he denied any wrongdoing. He said SkyLink actually lost "bundles" of money from the fuel
confract.

Ottens said the problem was that the United Nations overestimated the amount of oil it would need
because it anticipated the deployment of tens of thousands of peacekeepers that never arrived.

He also said auditors failed to note that his company billed the United Nations only for the oil that was
used, representing about half the cost envisioned by the fuel contract. He said his company, meanwhile,
had to absorb the costs of setting up the infrastructure for delivering far greater quantities of oil than the
United Nations eventually bought.

"We were misled" by the United Nations, he said. "We are very unhappy with that fuel contract."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/23/AR2006012301699 p... 1/24/2006
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‘G-4 resolution tabled again in U.N. Assembly

Dlplomatlc Correspondent \J/'JAlso, the Afncan Umon had

NEW DELHI: Japan did not join
Germany, Brazil and India in
“re-tabling” the G-4 resolution
of July 6, 2005, seeking expan-
sion of the United Nations’ Secu-
rity Council in New York on
Thursday.

Official sources said today
that while the Japanese perma-
nent representative to the U.N.
was present, Tokyo did not join
the other constituents of the G-4
in tabling the resolution again,

. According to the sources, the
resolution had to be tabled again
because the U.N. General As-
sembly had begun a new session.

brought forward its own draft
and the General Assembly could
not vote on two similar resolu-
tions.

They pointed out that even
though the G-4 resolution was
tabled at short notice, the draft
had 25 co-sponsors. France was
one of the co-spensors of the
draft, which calls for increasing
the number of Secirity Council
seats from 15 to 25by adding six
permanent and fou: non-perma-
nent members.

A statement fron the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said on Fri-
day that Brazil, Cermany and
India “will continwe” the coop-

erative framework of the G-4
with Japan. “All member states
interested in reform
e to discuss the draft
. Discussions will be
undertaken with an open mind
with a view to further broaden-
ing the basis of support.”

“The aim of the re-tabling the
G-4 draft resolution is not to call
for a vote in the immediate fu-
ture, but to further explore the
potential of joining hands with
all member states supporting
structural reform of the Security
Council. In this context, the ef-
forts of the African Union are
encouraging,” it said.

The statement claimed it was
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widely recognised that no other
model for the reform and expan-
sion of the Security Council had
met with a similarly high level of
endorsement as that of the G-4.
“A comprehensive reform of the
U.N. Security Council will bring
it in line with contemporary re-
alities and strengthen the Unit-
ed Nations as a whole.”

“It is hoped that the tabling of
G-4 draft resolution will impart
new impetus to Security Council
reform, without which the over-
all reform of the United Nations
will be incomplete, as has been
stated on several occasions. in-

cluding by the U.N, Secretary
General [Kofi Annan),” it added




