UK cops shoot man

(o
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London: British anti-terror-
ist police, backed up by the
bomb squad and officers wear-
ing protective suits, shot aman
during a dawn raid on a house
in east London on Friday.

Scotland Yard said the
man had been wounded after
more than 250 officers, acting
on intelligence, carried out
the raid, one one of the
biggest since last July’s Lon-
don suicide bombings.

“During the operation, a
man was shot by police and
has been taken to a nearby
hospital,” a statement said.

No details about the shot
man or what had provoked the
raid were given. A 23-year-old
man was arrested at the scene
and has been taken to a cen-
tral London police station for
gquestioning.

The shooting incident has
been routinely referred to the
Independent Police Com-
plaints Commission, who said
the man’s injuries were not
life-threatening.

Police said the operation
followed close liaison between
security services and the
Health Protection Agency, a
body charged with guarding
against infectious diseases.

Sky News, citing unnamed
sources, said the raided house
had been a suspected bomb
factory. Police only confirmed
that the raid was not linked
to last July’s attacks on Lon-
don’s transport system which
killed 52 commuters,
icers wearing chemical,
biojbgical and radiological
pybtective clothing were sent
the scene in the ethnically
mixed Forest Gate area of the
capital while nearby roads

1-terror raid

British policemen and medical staff at the site of the incident

were cordoned off.

The bomb disposal unit and
riot police were also dis-
patched to the house in a row
of Victorian properties around
the corner from a road of
shops. “Loads of police came
alongand broke the windows
to get inside the house,” said
neighbour Nimesh Patel, 14.

“One guy came out with a
shot to his shoulder. He was
moving and he was dizzy.
They gave him some gas and
took him away.” He said the
family who lived at the house
with two sons and a daughter
were friendly and described
them as “very religious”.

Student Dimple Hirani, 21,
who lives a few doors down
from the raided house said:
“My parents heard loud bangs
which we presumed were gun-
shots.” She said she thought
the family were Bangladeshi
immigrants. One, whom she
had gone to school with, had

recently grown a beard and

-adopted a more conservative

style of dress.

“A lot of 1ads are doing that
now. They are getting more
into their religion,” she added.

Britain has been on high
alert since the attacks last
July 7 when four British Is-
lamists blew themselves up
on three underground trains
and a double decker bus.Two
weeks later police said they
foiled an identical plot.

London police Commis-
sioner Ian Blair, Britain’s
most senior officer, has said
three terrorism plots have
been thwarted since the July
bombings and that groups
were planning further attacks.

The shooting is the first
during an anti-terrorism op-
eration since police shot dead
Brazilian Jean Charles de
Menezes last July as he board-
ed an underground train in
south London. reuters
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rﬁush Blair admit tQ mlstakes

U.S. President regrets Abu Ghraib abuse, tough comments on Iraqi mllitants

WASHINGTON: U.S. President Ge-
orge W. Bush and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair admitted
that “mistakes” and “missteps”
had been made in Iraq, but in-
sisted the world must support
the new Baghdad government.

Distress at events

During an extraordinary 50-
minute White House press con-
ference on Thursday, the politi-
cal brothers-in-arms expressed
distress at many aspects of the
campaign which brought down
Saddam Hussein but also under-
mined their own popularity.

Mr. Bush expressed regret for
the Abu Ghraib prison scandal
and some of his tough-talking
comments. Mr. Blair said the
“de-Ba’athification” of Irag —

€7 May opng

the clearing out of Saddam fol-
lowers — had been badly han-
dled. There was none of the
determined  bravado  that
marked earlier press conferenc-
es after their regular meetings
over the past three years.

“No question that the Iraq
war has created a sense of con-
sternation here in America,”
said Mr. Bush. “I mean, when
youturn on your TV screens and
see innocent people die day in
and day out, it affects the men-
tality of our country”.

“Not everything since liber-
ation has turned out as the way
we had expected or hoped
We've learned from our mis-
takes, adjusted our methods and
have built on our successes.”

Mr. Bush said he should not

THE Hing

U.S. President George Bush
(right) and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair in
Washington on Thursday. -
PHOTO: REUTERS

have made gung-ho comments
such as “bring ’em on” when re-
ferring to the militants in July
2003 as the attacks on U.S.
froops and Iragi civilians
mounted, “I learned some les-

sons about expressing myself
maybe in a little more sophisti-
cated manner,” he declared.

Both leaders have seen their
public standings collapse over
the past year, in large part be-
cause of the war, but both insist
they were right to order the
March, 2003 invasion.

“The decision to remove Sad-
dam Hussein from power was
controversial. We did not find
the weapons of mass destruction
that we all believed were there,
and that’s raised questions
about whether the sacrifice in
Iraq has been worth it,” Mr.
Bush said.

“Despite setbacks and mis-
steps, I strongly believe we did
and are doing the right thing,” he
added. — AFP

/




HIVEOATHLATIVA AHL

«'$4n3
asayy A[yornb A1eA j0e £9Y,],,
pres ey ‘rey) yym 3aise
JU0p A3y} 8w Jul{[a} 9Snoy
ATYM 83 Lust Jep adoy I,
"30UBIBLIBIUL UEILISUIY J1oge
9Y0f € 9pewl UaAd oy ‘aousIpne
3y} ut 8uer suoyds[a) a[lqout
e se qurod STy 1V 'Trelap 01Ut
03 J0u pIp INq ‘ 33UeYD djeUl
-1 U0 30% 1SNl 9p,, palilero

AeJaur Jrerq “Juaas a3 uf
"PAUSIS J0U sey [[11s uour
-Usem Yyotym £3ean], 0JoLY a9y
pue 3urirem 1eqofs uo aurf
Uy3no} e aye] 0} papusiul sem

uot3d3s pauueld Jejouy
" JULIOJBI J0J 9Sed Tnptemod,,

ysng asedpd 03 Adonjod sosue

© 3UnIO AJ0JI9W ‘SoNSST 9} 19A0
Passo[s Yyosads s1y ‘pesisuy
K1aA1300dsaa JINT oY) pue
}ueq ayy Jo speay se sfeuojed
UMO J13Y) [[eISur 03 SIYSLI 8AIS
-I[2X8 I19Y} dn 2A13 0} §[) oY)
pue adomy 10J ueyd e jno [jads
0} papuelul A[TeursLio Jrerg
‘Hued puom sy} pue pung
AJeloUO] TeUOTIeUIdIUI 8y}
‘SUOTIMNSUT [eroueury s933iq
S, PLIoM 33 Jo SUTUUNI 9y ul
eduey e J0J puewap pauuerd
B W01} Keme payoeq oste o
"{oene Areyu
B 10] Uado J00p o) Sutaes] pue
(a8ueyo asodwrr pmoys em
Surdes jou wre 1,, Surwre ‘uor}
-1s0d URILIaUIY 8Y) 0} Pamoq

AppueoTusts pey areid ‘yosads
SIY 9pewr 8y auil} oy Ad
"pelsutpetyy pnowyey

uepIsasg ueruesf uo oanss
-01d wmwrxeur J9xa 03 padpy
sy} jeys Surndae ‘,o[qel oy}

(Joxadure pue Sury] :ysnyg pue Jerg

-

Uuo,, paureiias uotjoe Axeyrru
Jo Annigrssod ayy Jeys Iaasmoy
‘peistsul pey STerdLJo Sn
"UoT3d0 OTISTTed © JOU ST
ey Surpeaur Jo Sutquioq eyl
MIIA ysuag oyl Sunoapes
‘ueay uo  pasoduil aq 10U pMmo
-4s agueyo,, 1eyl ssa.ais pnom
Jterd 1eys sisireuanol 3urgel
-Iq a19M STeIONJO J9aMg Sutum
-0(] ‘PAIAATTAD sem yoasads ay
810Jaq sanoy saayy A[UQ
“poreanat aary
$82aN0S YsnLIg Xepriq uo ‘uo}
-Burysem Ut £31SI9ATU[) UMO}
-981080) e SSaIppe YIewpue|
STU DOJOAI[D Jre[d 8J0J9q
1SN{ Ipew aJem YoIym ‘suone
-I337e Y3 U1 9j0J Loy e pakerd

N

JOJIO T9UUI N&Am ‘M 931099
juepIsaid Aq Suo1INR(qO
uedq
pliom oyl pue pung Agej
-BUON TeuoneuIaluf ayl Jo dn
-9yeys pasodoad e pue ‘98ueyd
ajewty ‘uel] jsurede uorO€
a[qrssod uo sefessed £ay pasu
8D JOISTUIIN SWILIJ oYL
“pauLrea] sey ydn.gaja], Ao
YL ‘SUOTINR{QO UBILIAWY
0} Bummoq Jeye seyodesds
£ot70d uSte.0] Juelioduut 3sow
STy JO U0 0} Sefueyd ued
-IJIU8Ls apew areyq Auoj, 8%
AR ‘UOpuUO]/UOISUTYSEM

ASSANNAH MDORILVd
ANV NAANAVH AGOL

/\\/\,\ N

4o ATefy

iy

THe TELEGM

23 May ?006



L

A071UDYD

NMOUE NOGH0Y
«'SIY 81 d|nYysal
oty ~Juowipiedop
Ainseall ay)
nogqe Kjuo sw
poynsuos 103NN
awnid ayl,,

Koy
4iny o3
Jal4g 3dop
S350 Atm_v
N09sald
uyor Wd Ag

uoeg
191ebIeH
10} Aem
saxew
(eI}))
TR Medjsyoer

A29S dWOH
se ayJe|n
sopRYD
saoejdad
(3ybLy)
pisy uyor

 Aunysal (s,areiq) sty
Afarerduion sem 31 3utdes ‘ssaooud
ayy ut 3xed ou paderd pey ay ey
swurexsoxd €vpoy sF otpey Ogd Pio}
JOT[eouRYD 9], "paajosul sem Ams
-8a1], 9yl araym 1dsoxs ‘safuryo a3
moge pajnsuod Jou sem — Surumod
0T e 10883001 sJarejd pue Janbayo
-XH 9U3 JO JO[[aouey) — umoxg uop
-105 yeyl pajrodas ueipiens ayg,
I9pURXITY Seidno wogj I9A0 Jurye)
J3ysTUTUI 9doany apewl 8q 03 ST ‘UOOH
1Joa9H ‘suomiwo)) ayy Jo Jopeaf oy,
arefq o} A1[eA0] JO SI1e34 10] papaesm
-1 AJe19a0es US1e10] o[ewIdl 1S.IIJ
313 SUI008( [[IM 119329 19Xe8IRIq
Kotjod Jep bely oy Ym podade
-SIp 8Y JBY] 901y BZZoaJOpUOD ‘D1BlS
Jo Axejaloeg ) 9Ul P10} PeY 9y jeud
puim 108 Iteryg J83Je aled [[ejumop
SMEIIS 1BY) SINOUWINI dJe aJd1yl
"ONILI0 JIR[Y JUSINITA B dWedaq Y00
JI8)Je aured pey jeyy ng ‘isod aures
a3 03 PAIUNYS UdB( PBY 00, UTqoY
‘SUOUIO) JO ISNOH 8y} Jo J1apeo]
3y} Jo qof $safeor] o1[} papuey Meig
yoep Kxeyaroas udiaaod argoxd-ysiy
9y} Aym Wwoyje] pod auo ou ng
T9ISTUTIA] oWLIg Ainda(] oyl peurewt
-81 9y Ing A9y YNy 0] UaALS pue uny

UI0J} POYOIRUS D.IoM SIUSWIUISA0S [0
-0] pue jxodsuedy Jo sJoLIq auy, Jamod
STY JO 1s0W 3SO[ Inq a3} mmo%qmuw
STY Ulelax 0} padadxa Sem ‘SIol[Ip
-80%ad Tenxas sty 931dsep ‘3300801d
AIe18100s 9aUaap Sk uny swoeyd
-81 2UMOId S UM KIB}8I08S U0y
Mau ay} 3q 0} 33s ST POy UYoP 901]
-JO SWIOH Y3 38 Popasu ST 1eYy) W0y
-2 8} Jo Aem o1 UI POOIS 2ARY PTNOM
9y ey) , 99138 J0U PIP, 9Y 1Y) PPR PIP
Y I9A3MOH "ULIa} {1y ® J0f 1amod ur
sutde)s arerg 1xoddns pmom oy pres

=u==m=u._.h_<

9y aXayM ‘SaYOUIqyoRq S} 0] uan)
91 0] Paploap s{Ie]) ‘JUIWUIDA0Z
ur Aess 03  oeLidoadde, 31 mﬁxz:t
JON arelg 03 Ajfeho] Butieems arym
03 0] 3S0Y9 NG ‘qof xorun( aI0W A[qis
-50d U930 POISIJO SeM IH N0 Kem
91} U0 Uaaq pey ox1e]) ‘uisly} 3uriaod
-3P JO peaIsuT 99.4) 08 SI0TAU0O US12.10]
£20°T BU39] JO £3InH qof B oYM

sem AIe}aloag SWOH o) ‘seAruy

-BUGT jo 1YBIU o) Jo pue 8y IV

1|uiqe) 8yl ut sadueyd Surdoams
(JSeaTun pue S0URTRTDUOU JO HSLW STy
dump o3 arerg peydwoad symsad ayy
pue ‘diysiopes] Jre[d U0 Wnpusiajor
B SB U3as Suiaq aJam sTjod [Boo] atL],
"JU30 Jod LZ U0 $1RID0WA(] [BI9qIT] oY}
pue 1uas xad OF 1B $9110], 8l puiyeq
‘9304 3Y]) Jo 1Ua0 Jod 97 utm 0} payaal
-0ad sem Apred sy S[ey Umol 91 Jo
[o3u02 paysiubuifal pue S107{10UN0Y
002 uey3 sxow 1sof 3utaey ‘stjod 180
-01 9} Ul $3[NSal SnoIISesIp paJsymns
‘20Uu0)adwooUl TRLIDISTUI pUE S[Bp
-UBIS INOQE SAUI[PEIY] JO SYooMm .19}
-Je 3uriadde)s K1red anoqery sarerd
MBS yoep Lie)
-9J09S US1aJ0J JO UOJOWSP 3y} Sem
Aep ayy Jo astxdans 1sa831q apy Ing
"SUOLIDB]3 1800 S, ABPSINiL], UT Sasso]
AAB9Y Jo)Je 1UBWUILA03 STy Surnjex
-031AUTad J' pauile appmysad Surdued
-9pIM B UI JoLIq rejusuairedop Siy
3O 102831g uyop paddias pue ayael)
SOMEBYD pesoes AepLiy Uo Jrerg

Auoy, IeISTUTIN WINTMd HSLLIYY

~ /73. G AR ‘Uopuo
, u uelpseny 3Y1 Pue 1AA AVIIA

eI S0m0d $950] Hopsaid ?&s@m 24D ‘paunys §§5

ssuIm sdrp pue sajowsp ‘$100q Jare|

d4v

"SUOWIWOY JO 3SNOH BY) SSIIPPE 0} 1934LS
Busumo(d Q| SOALd| Jiejg AUoy Ja)StUi Slig ysiig




Straw loses

’>(

"~ LONDON,MAY5

PRIME Minister Tony Blair
sacrificed two top ministers ina
major cabinet shakeup on Fri-
day after the Labour Party
recorded one of its worst de-
feats+in a local election since
coming to powerin 1997.

Foreign Minister Jack
Straw and Home Secretary
Charles Clarke lost their high-
profile jobs while John
Prescott, who is Blair’s deputy
and has been embroiled in a
sex scandal, lost his ministry.

British Foreign Secretary
Margaret Beckett. AP

Environment Minister Mar-
garet Beckett takes over from
Straw at the Foreign Office
while Defence Secretary John
Reid replaces Clarke.

The reshuffle comes after
accusations of government in-
competence and sleaze and
the poor local election results,
which have put pressure on
Blair to give his government
new impetus or step aside.
“This is a major reshuffle,”
said Ben Page, Mori pollster.

“Margaret Beckett going to
the Foreign Office was not
something anyone had pre-
dicted. Reidis a marvellous all
round player for Tony Blair
and here he is saving his bacon
again,” he said.

Clarke will leave govern-

JOb nlcpost})/l ll reshuffle

ment while Straw becomes
leader of the House of Com-
mons. Reid will have to deal
with the aftermath of a scandal
in which. 1,000 foreign prison-
ers were released without be-
ing considered for deportation.

Thursday’s vote was held in
176 of the 388 local authorities
in England, with a total 4,360
council seats up for grabs.
Labour was defending 1,768
seats. Results postedona BBC
Web Site showed Labour had
lost 256 seats while the Conser-
vative party under new leader

David Cameron gain%/
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ONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 \/

, New Labour’s &
[ .
% time of troubles.

n Saturday, British Prime Minister Tony Blair

turned 53 but the mood in his party was far from
celebratory. Despite those mandatory smiles got

up for television cameras, a sense of doom and

gloom was all too apparent. The birthday celebrant looked
exhausted after a nightmarish week in which his Govern-
ment tottered from one crisis to another — and the Labour
Party got a drubbing in the May 4 local elections pushing it
into third place behind the Tories and the Liberal Demo-
crats in terms of share of the national vote. This was an
all-time low for a party that once took pride in its grass-roots
loyalties. The mocking headlines (“Nightmare on Downing
Street,” “The last stand,” “Blair’s bloody nose,” “Is this the
end?”) that greeted Mr. Blair on his birthday were a far cry
from the heady atmosphere nine years ago when he led New
Labour to a historic victory, promising a “new dawn.” Argua-
bly, the last few weeks have been the worst of Mr. Blair’s
third term in office, with echoes of the final days of John
Major’s Conservative Government when it was hit by allega-
tions of sleaze and incompetence. “This feels like the begin-
ning of the end,” noted The Guardian’s columnist Jonathan
Freedland arguing that, for the first time, Labour was begin-
ning to see the “possibility of a defeat” in a general election.
Any talk of a Labour meltdown may be exaggerated but
danger signals are clearly up. Disillusionment with Mr.
Blair’s agenda of creeping privatisation and his alliance with
the U.S. President George Bush have been compounded by a
deepening power struggle within the Government, leaving
the field free for the Conservatives who did extremely well in
last week’s elections under their new and youthful leader,
David Cameron. But rather than address the issues at the
heart of Labour’s troubles, Mr. Blair seems to be preoccu-
pied with shoring up his own position as pressure grows on
him to exit. The Cabinet reshuffle he announced on Friday,
even as election results were still coming in, have been
compared to “re-arranging deckchairs on the Titanic.” In-
deed changes such as the removal of Jack Straw from the
Foreign Office, apparently because of his softer line on iran
and Iraq, not to mention his proximity to Chancellor Gor-
don Brown ~ Mr. Blair’s arch rival — are likely to send all the
wrong signals. In normal circumstances, the appointment of
Margaret Beckett as Britain’s first-ever woman Foreign Sec-
retary should have been a cause for celebration, but in the
current febrile atmosphere it has been overshadowed by
accusations that Ms. Beckett’s promotion has less to do with
a genuine desire to break the glass ceiling in the male-
dominated Foreign Office than with Mr. Blair’s determina-
tion to enlarge the circle of loyalists around him. We know
what shuffling deckchairs did for the Titanic. Blairite New
Labour is a house badly diyided, and public confidence in a
uch a decade ago seems to be

slipping away.
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Blairism’s failure: private

delivery of public goods

W

The limits of New Labour have been exposed.
The next stage will be nothing less thana

refashioning of the state.
9 Pa

F AOU did not care about the out-
cpme, this would be wonderful enter-

Jonathan Freediand

-\ taigment. The battle between Tony Blair

Gordon Brown is one of the few
saggas that has crossover appeal. It can be

tarketed to the mass audience as a na-

onal soap opera set in Westminster. Or,
or those in the expensive seats, it is pure
Shakespeare, part Macbeth, part Corio-
lanus, ajl power play. When a climax
such as last Friday's comes along — a
hammering at the polls followed by a
merciless cull of some of the saga’s
doughtiest characters and talk of a coup
at the top — you can hardly blame ad-
dicts of the drama for getting feverish in
their excitement.

But one day all this will be forgotten,
the details at any rate. The name of the
Deputy Prime Minister’s former mis-
tress might live on as a pub-quiz ques-
tion; perhaps anoraks will remember
who got which job. But in 10 or 20 years’
time, these will be lost to oblivion. They
will be mere trees when the clear view is
of the wood.

Imagine how events looked 30 years
ago, in what turned out to be the twilight
years of the last Labour government.
Doubtless, there would have been fren-
zied interest in the Westminster soap
opera, as one Prime Minister resigned
and another fought hard to survive. Each
day would have brought a fresh twist.
But now those details are hazy. What we
see instead is the big picture: that 1976-
79 represented the last gasp of a
post-1945 welfare-state consensus that
gave government a commanding role in
the economy, either managing it or own-

ird chunks of it.

SA0Ip [eunqLy) A1Ane))

: Y
NS i
ow thisSynthesis is becoming a con-

sensus of its own. Few expect the Con-
servatives under their new leader David
Cameron to roli back the minimum wage
or the social chapter,

The Tories promise to maintain

spending on education and health; they
insist they want to eradicate child

poverty.

Which brings us to the current ruc-

tions tearing apart the Blair Govern-
ment. How do they fit into this story? 1
suspect we may come to see this period
as the moment when the limits of the
New Labour synthesis were exposed.
For at least seven years, Labour has sunk
huge amounts of cash into the state. It
has tried scheme after scheme to make it
more efficient: setting targets, issuing
directives, oiling, buffing and shining its
creaky and rusted machinery. And yet it
still is not working properly. Recent
weeks brought vivid illustration of this,
as the Home Office lost track of foreign
prisoners and Health Secretary Patricia
Hewitt showed you can spend billions
and billions on hospitals — and still get
booed at a nurses conference.

Lumbering bureaucracy

That is not because Labour Ministers

were useless or that a different group of
people would have done the job fine. It is
rather a structural problem with the

British state. Its machinery was de-
signed for a 20th-century world that no
longer exists. Today’s citizens are used
to fast, efficient, wireless services that
give them a high degree of personal
choice; the lumbering bureaucracy of
the state cannat catch up. Nor will aping
the private sector, pretending govern-

ment can be run like Domino’s Pizza or
Kannnica haailth gducaty
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“UK terror law

comes to
A0

VIJAY Dutt
London, April 13

NOTWITHSTANDING
OPPOSITION from hu-
man rights groups, British
Peers and even judges, the
Terrorism Act 2006, intro-
duced as a Bill after the
July 7 bombings in Lon-
don last year has come
into effect in the UK. The
Act allows groups or or-
ganisations to be banned
for those offences and cov-
ers anyone who gives or
receives training. It also
makes nuclear sites into
designated areas where
trespass can become a ter-
rorist offence.

Critics argue the law is
drawn far too widely and it
faced stiff opposition in
the House of Lords. Peers
were also worried it would
curb free speech and rej-
ected the plans five times
before voting them throu-
gh in March. It was also op-
posed by Conservative and
Liberal Democrat MPs.

British Prime Minister
Tony Blair said the meas-
ure would allow action to
be taken against people
with placards glorifying
the 7 July bombers —
which were seen in Lon-
don during protests ag-
ainst cartoons satirising
the Prophet Muhammad.

The Act creates of-
fences of undertaking ter-
rorism training, prepara-
tion of or planning a ter-
rorist act and disseminat-
ing terrorist publications.
Police powers to detain su-
spects up to 28 days, rather
than the existing fortnig-
ht, will come into force lat-

force

Malcolm Kendall-Smith

RAF doctor jailed

A RAF doctor was on
Thursday jailed for eight
months after being found
guilty of failing to comply
with lawful orders when
he refused to serve in
Irag. Flight Lieutenant
Malcolm Kendall-Smith —
who likened the invasion
of Irag to a Nazi war
crime ~ was convicted on
five charges, including
refusing to serve in Basra,
by a court martial panel
of five RAF officers. He
will also be dismissed
from the service. GNS

er after consultation with
police chief constables.
Doug Jewell, of the hu-
man rights group Liberty,
told BBC Breakfast, the
new laws were-too wide-
reaching. “The problem
with this is that the encou-
ragement and glorificati-
on laws which are coming
in today are so broad that
anyone supporting viole-
nce toremove aregime an-
ywhere in the world now
or in the past would theo-
retically get caught up.”
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Blair more isolated on Iraq issue
after Berlusconi’s defeat .«

Y

AV >
! A’ressure grows on Tony

LONDON: The British Prime Min-'  * Biair to quit

ister Tony Blair faces more isola-
tion in Europe over Iraq after
the defeat of his Italian counter-
part and political ally Silvio
Berlusconi.

Of the three European leaders
who unreservedly joined the
U.S.-led invasion defying do-
mestic public opinion, Mr. Blair
is the only one who stills re-
mains in power amid growing
calls for him to quit.

The first to go was the Spanish
Prime Minister Jose Maria Az-
nar after he was defeated in the

t wake of the Madrid bombings in

2004 which were seen as a con-
sequence of his support for the
Traq invasion. Now Mr. Berlus-

o Bastion of support for
Bush falls

coni is out, and though his fall is
not directly related to Iraq it will
add to pressure on Mr. Blair as
he lurches from one crisis to
another.

Mr. Blair, Mr. Aznar and Mr.
Berlusconi forged a political alli-
ance that proved highly divisive
for Europe during the Iraq war
which was strongly opposed by
France and Germany. Ameri-
cans used the divisions to dis-
miss France and Germany as
“Old” Europe and embrace the

so-called “new” Europe repre-
sented by leaders like Mr. Aznar
and Mr. Berlusconi — with Mr.
Blair acting as a bridge in trans-
Atlantic relations.

The trio also formed a close
personal relationship with Mr.
Blair spending summer holidays
at Mr. Berlusconi’s villain Sardi-
nia. Analysts said that Mr. Ber-
lusconi’s exit meant that
mainland Europe’s last bastion
of support for the U.S. President
George W. Bush’s foreign policy
had fallen and it would add to !
Mr. Blair’s sense of isolation.

“Mr. Blair is likely to put a
brave face on the defeat al-
though many will see it as a fur-
ther nail in his own political
coffin,” said The Independent
newspaper.




Majority of Britons for Iraq pullout

Findings may pressure Blair to set time-table for withdrawal 4

|
Hasan Suroor \V&L@ W

LONDON: The public opposition in
Britain to the continued occupa-
tion of Traq has reached its high-
est levels since the invasion
three years ago with 55 per cent
of Britons in favour of either im-
mediate or gradual withdrawal
of British troops, according to a
new opinion poll.

For the first time, an over-
whelming majority (57 per cent)
believes that the invasion was
wrong and the continued pres-
ence of foreign forces in Iraq
serves no purpose.

Only 39 per cent of the re-
spondents agree with the Gov-
ernment view that troops should
stay in Iraq until the Iraqi secu-
rity forces are ready to take over.

“This is a mirror image of

04 APE 0

April 2003, when support for the
war was at its highest after the
lightning campaign to capture
Baghdad and the televised top-
pling of Saddam’s statue.

Then, 60 per cent of respon-
dents said that military action
was right and 35 per cent op-
posed it,” said The Daily Tele-
graph which commissioned the
poll conducted by YouGov.

Growing concern

The findings, which are ex-
pected to increase pressure on
Prime Minister Tony Blair to set
out a time-table for withdrawal
of British troops, came amid
growing concern over the wors-
ening situation in Iraqg and the
growing delay in forming a new
government.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw,

THE KiNpy

who made a surprise visif to
Baghdad on Sunday, expressed
concern over the continued po-
litical uncertainty in Iraq.

“There is significant interna-
tional concern about the time
that the formation of this gov-
ernment is taking and therefore
we will be urging the Iraqi lead-
ers we see to press ahead more
quickly,” he said ahead of his
meeting with the Iraqi top brass.

The U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, during a visit
to Britain last week, admitted
that the Bush administration
had made “thousands” of mis-
takes in Iraq.

Throughout the tour, she was
greeted by anti-war protesters
forcing cancellation of a visit to a
mosque in Blackburn, Mr.
Straw’s parliamentary

constituenV
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Pro-Russia Opposition headed

for victory in Ukraine election”®

President Viktor Yushchenko faces humlhatmg defeat

Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW: The Opposition Party of
Regions led by former Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovich
took an early lead in Ukraine’s
parliamentary vote on Sunday,
according to exit polls.

The Party of the Regions cap-
tured 25 per cent of the votes,
followed by a bloc led by former
Prime Minister Yulia Timoshen-
ko, the fiery spirit of the pro-
Western “Orange Revolution” a
little over a year ago, which got
16.2 per cent, the All-Ukraine In-
dependent Sociological Service
said citing mid-day exit poll re-
sults.

While victory for Mr. Yanu-
kovich’s party was expected, the
poor showing of President Vik-
tor Yushchenko’s bloc Our Uk-
raine with under 10 per cent of
the votes, half of what pre-poll
surveys gave it, came as a sensa-
tion.

Irregularity alleged

Voting was marked by long
queues as many people could not
find their names in the voters
lists due to confusion in trans-
lating Russian names into Ukrai-
nian as ordered by the Central
Election Commission. The Op-
position accused authorities of
deliberately trying to disenfran-
chise hundreds of thousands of
voters in the Russian-speaking
eastern and southern provinces.

The parliamentary election
was the first test of popularity
for the leaders of the “Orange

2 7 MLn 2008
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ALL SMILES: Ukraine’s former Prime Minister Yulia Timoshenko (right), receives
flowers after voting in the parliamentary election at a polling station in
Dnipropetrovsk on Sunday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

Revolution” who sought to re-
orient Ukraine towards the West
and away from Russia, but failed
to deliver on their promises to
maintain economic growth and
raise living standards.

Jointly with the radical Peo-
ple’s Opposition party, which
grabbed a surprising 15.5 per
cent, Communists, and the bloc
Ne Tak, the Russia-backed par-
ties may capture half the seats in

the 450-member Verhovna Rada
Parliament and form a govern-
ment with Mr. Yanukovich as
Prime Minister.

Political revenge

This would mark a dramatic
political revenge for a man
stripped of victory in the presi-
dential poll in November 2004.

Mr. Yanukovich promised
that relations with Russia would

THE ii.CU

improve after the election. “We
are going to have réinarkabie re-
lations with Russia,” the beam-
ing Opposition leader said as he
cast his ballot on Sunday.

Ukraine’s poll marked a sec-
ond setback for the West in the
former Soviet Union, following
the trouncing of pro-Western
Opposition candidates in a pres-
idential election in neighbour-
ing Belarus last Sunday.
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end to Iraq war ")

Protests acr@he world on invasion anniversary

~

N
Hasan Surcor Y v

LONDON: The third anniversary of the
U.S.-British invasion of Iraq saw hun-
dreds of Britons take to the streets in
London on Saturday demanding an
end to the occupation.

Protesters, waving anti-war placards
and raising slogans against the contin-
ued presence of foreign troops in Iraq,
marched through central London in a
show of solidarity with war victims and
ordinary Iragis.

Parliament Square, normally out of
bounds for protests, wore a festive look
as peace activists and people from dif-
ferent walks of life many of whom had
come from outside London gathered
there in freezing cold.

Amid a sea of placards saying “Free-
dom for Irag” and “Bring back the
troops” the protesters walked past
Whitehall and held a rally at Trafalgar
Square addressed by prominent peace
campaigners, trade union leaders and
political figures including Labour Par-
ty MPs.

The protest, organised by the Cam-
paign against Nuclear Disarmament

(CND), the Muslim Association of Bri-
tain and Stop the War Coalition, coinci-
ded with similar demonstrations in
other countries.

Demanding withdrawal of British
troops, Lindsey Green of Stop the War
Coalition said: “We believe that a peace-
ful solution to the chaos caused by the
illegal war in Irag will only be possible
when the occupying foreign armies have
all been removed so that the Iragi peo-
ple will be free to decide on their own
political future.”

She said the London protest was
among the 200 taking place in cities all
over the world, including Baghdad and
Basra.

Kate Hudson of CND said the British
Government must listen to the people
and bring the troops back home. She
also expressed concern over veiled
threats of military intervention in Iran,
and said the sort of allegations that were
now being made against Iran were used
to attack Iraq three years ago.

“The U.S. is making charges about a
covert nuclear weapons programme in
Iran without presenting afly credible
evidence,” she said.

THE HINGU
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Blair justifies Iraq in God’s

AGENCIES REESY
London, Marchd  § ™~ AN
THE FAMILIES of British sol-
diers killed in Iraq seethed and
Labour's political opponents
cried out in outrage as British
Prime Minister Tony Blair went
on live television defending his
decision to join the Iraq war
coalition by saying God and his-
tory would judge his move.

In a rare reference to his
Christian religious faith, Blair
told broadcaster Michael Parkin-
son he had struggled with his
conscience over the decision,
"That decision has to be taken
and has to be lived with," he told
ITV's Parkinson programme. "In
the end there is a judgement that
is made by other people.” Asked
what he meant, Blair added: "If
you believe in God, it's made by
God. The only way you can take
a decision like that is fo try to do
the right thing, according to
your conscience, and then leave
it to history."

The words did not sit well with
Rose Gentle, whose son Gordon
was killed in Basra in 2004, one
of the 103 British soldiers to date
to have lost their lives in the

. R F

AN

Tony Blair
Holy reason

fragi conflict. "How can he say
he is a Christian?" said Gentle, a
campaigner with Military Fami-
lies Against the War. "A good
Christian wouldn't be for this
war. I'm disgusted.”

Reg Keys accused Blair of "us-
ing God as a get-out for total
strategic failure and I find it ab-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

name as Brrtain seethes
Qo

horrent." His son Lance Corpo-
ral Tom Keys was onhe of six Roy-
al Military policemen killed by
an Iragi mob in June 2003.

Keys said Blair's remarks re-
minded him of US President
George W. Bush who was quoted
as saying last year that God told
him to invade Iraq and
Afghanistan. "God has nothing
to do with this war," Keys said.

That view was echoed by the
new leader of the Liberal De-
mocrats, Britain's second opposi-
tion party, who said “"going to
war isn't just an act of faith. It re-
quires legal analysis and a close
look at the consequences,” Men-
zies Campbell said.

Other Liberal Democrats
agreed that God should not be
part of the equation. "It is shock-
ing that the Prime Minister
claims to have been guided by
the supernatural, especially giv-
en the religious sensitivities in
West Asia,” said Evan Harris, a
Liberal Democrat MP from the
Oxford area, who is an honorary
associate of the National Secu-
lar Society. "We don't want Bush
or Khomeini-type fundamental-
ism in our politics," he added.
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Why Blair musi be

impeached

The only way the U.K. Parliament can regain the
trust of disaffected British voters is to admit that
it was wrong to support the [raq war.

Michael Rose

\/ ARS ARE won when the people,
government, and army work to-
gether for a common cause in which they
genuinely believe. Whereas the people
may be initially uncertain about military
intervention, politicians will often be
the strongest advocates — blinded by the
imperatives of their political views. It
will invariably be military commanders
who are most cautious about using force
— for theyv understand better than most
the consequences of engaging in war.

Although in a true democracy they
must remain subordinate to their politi-
cal masters, they have a clear responsib-
ility to point out when political
strategies are lawed or inadequately re-
sourced. Since they might also have to
ask their soldiers to sacrifice their lives,
they must be assured that a war is just,
legal and the last resort available. Yet
three years ago this country was some-
how led by the Prime Minister into war
in Iraq where few, if any, of these re-
quirements were met.

Most importantly a clear justification
for the war in [rag was never sufficiently
made by Tony Blair — for the intelli-
gence he presented was always embar-
rassingly patchy and inconsistent. What
is more, his unequivocal statement to
the U.K. House of Commons that Sad-
dam Hussein possessed weapons of
mass destruction that could be used
within 45 minutes was made without
being properly validated — for it was
decided in Washington and London to
launch the invasion of Iraq early, on the
basis of the flimsy evidence available.
This was done without asking the UN
weapons inspectors, who were actually
on the ground in Irag, to investigate this
allegation. Ultimately, as the inspectors
suspected and as we now all know, it
turned out that there were no such
weapons. Britain had been led into war
on false pretences. It was a war that was
to unleash untold suffering on the Iragi
people and cause grave damage to the
west's prospects in the wider war against
global terror.

Nevertheless, today the Prime Minis-
ter seeks to persuade the world that the
war was justifiable because Saddam
Hussein was toppled and there now ex-
ists in Iraq a slender hope of democracy.
The Iragi elections are a creditable
achievement by the coalition forces. But
it must be remembered that a general
election was previously held in Iraq in
1956, and within two years the country
had fallen under military rule. Without
adequate security and the necessary
democratic institutions in place, there
are absolutely no long-term guarantees
that democracy will endure.

Before the invasion, regime change
was never cited as a reason for going to
war. Indeed, Mr. Blair insisted that re-
gime change was not, nor ever could be, a
reason for going to war. Had such a justi-
fication been fully debated in Parhia-
ment, it is exceedingly unlikely that the
necessary political support would have
been forthcoming. It was the apparent
need to defend ourselves against a dire
threat — so vividly described by Mr. Blair
in the Commons — that finally won the
political argument.

During the build-up to war and since,
most of the electorate of this country
have consistently opposed the decision
to invade. People have seen their politi-
cal wishes ignored for reasons now
proved false. But there has been no at-
tempt in Parliament to call Mr. Blair
personally to account for what has tran-
spired to be a blunder of enormous stra-

Britain’s Prime Minister Tony
Blair ... how did he decide to go
to war? - PHOTO: AP

tegic significance. It should come as no
surprise therefore that so many of this
country’s voters have turned their backs
on a democratic system they feel has so
little credibility and is so unresponsive.

One obvious way of re-engaging these
disaffected voters would be for Parlia-
ment to accept that it wrongly supported
the war — but only because it believed
what Mr. Blair told them. Now it is clear
that Parliament was misled by Mr. Blair,
either wittingly or unwittingly, Parlia-
ment should also call on him for a full
explanation as to why he went to war. It
is not a sufficient excuse for Mr. Blair to
say that he acted in good faith and that
his decisions were based on the intelli-
gence he had been given. For it is the
clear responsibility of people in his posi-
tion to test intelligence. No intelligence
can ever be taken at face value. Indeed it
is negligent so to do.

Parliament should therefore ascer-
tain how far the Prime Minister did eval-
uate intelligence regarding WMD and
how he assessed the reliability of the
many sources that provided that intelli-
gence. It should ask him what corrob-
orating evidence there was for his
specific statement about WMD — and
why more use was not made of the UN
inspectors on the ground in Iraq to test
the validity of that statement.

It should inguire just how much he
discounted the mass of intelligence that
came in from the Iragi National Con-
gress — a body that had a vested interest
in removing Saddam from power. The
list of possible questions is huge and
would no doubt be usefully expanded
during any hearings.

Mr. Blair is an able lawyer who should
relish the opportunity to put his side of
the case, No one can undo the decision to
go to war. But the impeachment of Mr.
Blair is now something [ believe must
happen if we are to rekindle interest in
the democratic process. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2006

(General Sir Michael Rose was ad-
Jutant general of the British Army and
commander ol the U.N. protection
force in Bosnia.)
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