China olive branch to
Dalai Lama, Pope

Beijing/Hong Kong, April 3
(Reuters): China may approve
a visit by the Dalai Lama, as
long as he abandons dreams of
independence for Tibet, and
establish ties with the Vatican
if it breaks ties with Taiwan,
the top official on religious af-
fairs was quoted today-as say-
ing.

The remarks by Ye Xi-
aowen, director of the cabi-
net's State Bureau of Religious
Affairs, come just weeks be-
fore a summit in Washington
between Chinese President
Hu Jintac and George W.
Bush, a devout Christian who
prodded China to allow
greater religious freedom
when he visited last Novem-
ber.

The Dalai Lama said last
month he wanted to go to
China to visit Buddhist land-
marks and witness the eco-
nomic progress the Asian
powerhouse has made in re-
cent years. Ye appeared wel-
coming.

“As long as the Dalai Lama
makes clear that he has com-
pletely abandoned Tibetan ‘in-
dependence’, it is not impossi-
ble for us to consider his visit "

Dalai Lama (left) and Pope Benedict: Winds of change

Ye told the China Daily, the
government's  English-lan-
guage mouthpiece. “We can
discuss it.”

The Dalai Lama has lived
in exile in India since 1959
when he fled after a failed up-
rising against communist
rule, nine years after the
takeover of his Himalayan
homeland.

One observer said a visit
by the Dalai Lama to a Bud-
dhist landmark such as Wutat
mountain in Shanxi province
nosed & jower political risk

pustu a

than a return to his homeland
ot a trip to Beijing. The Ti-
betan leader has reiterated his
“Middle Way"” position that
seeks greater autonomy for
Tibet but not independence.
However, Ye dismissed the
Dalai Lama’s overtures saying
that he “has failed to deliver a
clear message on his stance”.
China is suspicious of the
Dalai Lama, a Nobel Peace
Prize winner, who is revered
by and rubs shoulders with
foreign leaders. Talks between
the Dalai Lama’s envoys and

China resumed in 2002, but
have made little substantial
progress.

In a sign of movement to-
wards greater religious toler-
ance, Zhejiang province in
China’s east coast will host the
World Buddhist Forum in
April —-the first international
religious meeting since the
atheist communists swept to
power in 1949.

On forging diplomatic rela-
tions with the Vatican, Ye said
the Holy See must meet two
conditions — break off ties
with self-ruled democratic
Taiwan which Beljing claims
as its own and refrain from
meddling in China’s internal
affairs.

“We can establish diplo-
matic relations with the Vati-
can very soon if the two prin-
ciples are accepted,” Ye said.
“But it is very hard for us to do
so if the two principles are vio-
lated.”

He gave no timetable, But
Cardinal Joseph Zen said in
Hong Kong today the Vatican
could switch diplomatic rela-
tions from Taiwan to China as
early as the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.
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i ‘'HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATED’

‘Spanish .-
lawsuit on o

Tibet

Associated Press lyg(r

MADRID, June 5; A Spanish
judge opened proceedings
today in a lawsuit brought
by a human rights group
seeking to have genocide
charges brought against
China over its treatrnent of
Tibet.

In its lawsuit, the human
rights group says that more
than 1 million Tibetans
have been killed or gone
missing since China-occu-
pied Tibet in 1951. /

The Madrid-based Com-
mittee to Support Tibet
filed the suit against several
former Chinese officials
under a Spanish law allow-
ing prosecution of human
rights crimes even if they
were comumitted in another
country.

National Court Judge Mr
Ismael Moreno will hear
witnesses before deciding
whether to file charges of
genocide, crimes against
humanity, state terrorism
and torture against former
Chinese President Mr Jiang
Zemin, ex-Prime Minister
Li Peng and five military
and security officials in
Tibet, some of whom have
retired.

Today, nearly six months
after the court agreed to
consider the case, Mr Mor-
eno questioned Thubten
Wangchen, a Tibetan refug-

row .

ee who has lived in Spam
for 24 years and testified
about abuses he experi-
enced and witnessed under

-Chinese occupation.

“It is important that a
country like Spain listen to
the testimony of a person
about the genocide, torture
inflicted on the Tibetan
people,” said Wangchen,
52. “It’s a great day. It's a day
of hope.” Wangchen said
his mother was taken away
by Chinese forces in the vil-
lage of Kyirong when he
was a child in 1958 and that
she has not been heard
from since. He said the
Chinese rounded up preg-
nant women and worked
them to death in labour
camps.

After his mother's disap-
pearance, Wangchen fled
his Tibetan village with his
father and brothers and
went into exile in Nepal,
and later India, where he
begged in the streets before
he got a chance to study
and enter a monastery. He
came to Spain in the 1980s
as a translator for a Tibetan
lama and acquired Spanish
nationality. Wangchen said
he was not looking for
revenge, but rather justice.

Mr Moreno has asked
Spain’s foreign ministry for
information on all UN doc-

~uments and resolutions

regarding Tibet.



Panchen Lama calls ot harmony

Stresses self-cultivation at

' HANGZHOU: The 11th Panchen La-
ma, a high ranking figure of Tibe-
tan Buddhism, highlighted the
role of self-cultivation in leading
the world to harmony, stability
and peace at a Buddhist forum
here on Thursday.

“I am convinced that through
self-cultivation, all living beings
will certainly be on the right
track to a harmonious, stable,
and peaceful world,” he said at
the opening ceremony of the
World Buddhist Forum in the
capital of east China’s Zhejiang
Province.

The high monk said he hoped
Buddhists in all regions and all
countries can show mercy, work
in the interest of others and
jointly fulfil the social obliga-
tions and the peaceful mission of
Buddhism.

Praising his predecessor the
10th Panchen Lama as having
made “great contribution” to
national unification and unity,
the 17-year-old living Buddha
urged the country’sBuddhists to
carry the tradition >f safeguard-
ing the country ard benefiting
the people.

Noting that defexding the na-

14 APP 209§

Panchen Lama participates
in the opening of the five-
day World Buddhist Forum
in Hangzhou, China, on
Thursday. ~ PHOTO: AP

tion and working for the people
is a solemn commitment Budd-
hism has made to the nation and
society, he urged all Buddhists to
shoulder the historical
responsibility.

world Buddhist meet

Since it was introduced to
China more than 2,000 years
ago, Buddhism has become an
important part of the Chinese
culture.

Favourable environment

All the three Buddhist sects
are worshiped in China and the
Buddhist belief enjoys a fa-
vourable environment in the
country, the Panchen Lama
said.

Born on February 13,1990 in
Lhari county of the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region, Gyaincain
Norbu was approved by the
central government of China as
the reincarnation of the 10th
Panchen Lama after alot draw-
ing ceremony among three
candidates in the Jokhang
Temple in Lhasa in 1995.

More than 1,000 Buddhist
monks, experts and politicians
from 34 countries and regions
are attending the Buddhist
forum.

The forum will move to
nearby Zhoushan city on April
15 and monks will pray for
world peace there. It is sched-
uled to conclude on April 16. —
Xinhua
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China’s welcome

note to Dalai - &

Lama with rider
.9

NILOVA Roy
Chaudhury
New Delhi, Feb 16

CHINA WILL
‘welcome’ the re-
turn of the Dalai
Lama once he
stops his efforts to
carve out a sepa-
rate state from the
People’s Republic
of China. The Ti-
betan monk must
recognise the ex-
istence of the Ti-
bet Autonomous
Region (TAR) as Dafai Lama

an integral part

of China, not only through his words, but also his
deeds, Chinese ambassador to India, Sun Yuxi, said
on Thursday. Just professing to accept the TAR is not
enough, Sun said. “Why does the Dalai Lama have a
government in exile?”

Saying that over 70,000 Tibetan “compatriots” had
returned since 1980 to visit Tibet, where people were
free to practise any religion, Sun said, representa-
tives of the Dalai Lama were visiting Beijing for
talks with the government. But Tibetan Buddhism’s
head lama had to give up any notions of separatism
before Beijing would directly speak with him.

Shortly after the special representatives of India
and China meet in March to try and carry forward
discussions on a resolution to the boundary dispute,
a border market is set to finally take off at Nathu La
around May. This indicated that the border issue was
no longer an impediment to bilateral relations, Sun
said. More such cross-border exchanges would take
place, Sun said, even as the attempts by special repre-
sentatives, Dai Bingguo and M.K. Narayanan, and
the Joint Working Group on the boundary issue to re-
solve the boundary question continue.
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Tribal renaissance

e recent revolt by Kalinga-
nagar tribals against poor com-
pensation for the land acquired
for establishment of a steel

plant is the upshot of a renaissance
taking root in the tribal belt of the
country.

After the Kalinganagar uprising
against industrialisation, tribals of
Rourkela and Bastar have also started
a .revolt against the poor package
meted out to them by government and
industrial houses.

The renaissance among ftribals of
Orissa and Chhattisgarh appears to be
spontaneous as political parties and
politicians and even leaders of non-
governmental organisations surfaced
at a later stage ~ after the killing of 13
tribals and the chopping off of the
hands of five fribals. There was no
Medha Patkar or Anna Hazare to
champion their cause.

The plan of a big industrial
house(Tatas) to establish a Rs 10,000-
crore steel plant at Lohariguda in
Bastar is also facing tough tribal resis-
tance.

The industrial house proposes to
acquire land in 10 villages which
would uproot at least 250 fami-
lies.They have been assured of a house
site of 3,000 sqft for each family,
water and road connectivity and com-
pensation Between Rs 50,000 and Rs 1
lakh per acre as compensation.

Jobs have been promised to one per-
son per family by the industrial house
which has told the government it
would invest two per cent of the prof-
it on the area’s development.

- The public sector National Mineral
Development Corporation (NMDC)
had also planned to set up a steel plant
at’ Nagarnar, twenty kilometres from
the Jagdalpur divisional headquarters.

The foundation stone for the project
was laid four years back and the land
of.the tribals was acquired by the cor-
poration for the project. Tribals have
been dispossessed of their cultivable
land by the corporation which had
promised “peripheral development” of
Nagarnar.

In the last four years, there has been
no development. Contrary to the
NMDC’s promise, neither have schools

/

\
(\/

By se€ing through the hypocrisy of industrial houses that want to acquire their
land by fair means or foul and the government’s pathetic rehabilitation
package meted out in the name of industrialisation, tribals of Orissa and
Chhattisgarh have demonstrated that they cannot be ignored any longer,
writes ABHINANDAN MISHRA

Jharkhand Mukt/ Morcha activists on the streets with bows an

nor hospitals come up -in the
area.Tribals of Nagarnar are also
opposed to the proposed steel plant
now.

Another private sector company
(Essar) had entered into a memoran-
dum of understanding with the
Chhattisgarh government for setting
up a steel plant at Bastar.

Tribals of the area have declared
thev would nat eive their land for the

'.@ P‘ ) ‘L“LT

stecl plant. One more private sector
company had signed an MoU for
another steel plant in Bastar four years
back. After resistance from land hold-
ers, the group backed out.

Tribals are holding their jan adalats
(people’s courts) at different places,
including Belar, Nagarnar and Lohari-
guda and passing resolutions such as,
“We will not give our valuable land,
whatever may be the price”.

THE STATESMAN

d arrows in Ranch/ on 7 Januaty to enforce a
bandh called to protest against the police firing on tribals in Orissa. PTI

The tribals feel betrayed by the non-
implementation of the commitments
made by the government and the
industrial houses in the past.

“We would not like to be cheated
again,” said Laikan Vaghel. “The gov-
ernment had made a commitment to
give Rs 5 lakh a year to the nagar pan-
chayat of Nagarnar, but not a single
paisa has reached us so far,” he said,
adding, “We want to reclaim our

(4 L5

land”. The tribals have genuine rea-
sons to complain. In the process of
land acquisition, the mandatory con-
sent of the gram sabha is not taken.
This happened in the case of
Nagarnar. During investigations, pan-
chayat employees confirmed that the
pages from the register of the gram

. panchayat’s special sabha of Kasturi

had been “removed”.

“I do not know who tore off the
pages missing in the proceeding regis-
ter,” Lakhan Singh, panchayat em-
ployee of Kasturi panchayat told the
divisional commissioner(now the post
is abolished), while giving details
about irregularities in the acquisition
of land for the Nagarnar steel plant.

Rahuraj Devangan, panchayat
employee of Bamhani panchayat, said
while elaborating on the procecdings
of the gram sabha held for land acqui-
sition: “I did not write the proceedings.
Seven pages are missing from the reg-
ister. I do not know how these pages
disappeared and who removed them.”
There are similar statements made by
employees of the panchayats in sever-
al villages where vital pages from the
registers were missing.

The pages were removed as they
carried objections from the tribals and
an impression was given outside that
the villagers had consented to the land
acquisition.

Tribals of the area are illiterate and
the lowest-grade employees of the
Panchayati Raj bodies who maintain
office records of the panchayats come
under the influence of agents of
industrial houses to manipulate docu-
ments to suggest the entire “gram
sabha” had given its approval for con-
struction of the plant and land acqui-
sition. Tribals had filed affidavits to
claim they had been obliged to acceps
cheques even though they had not
consented to land acquisition.

The tribals appeared to have taken
lessons from past mistakes committed
by their elders and seem to have
realised that their ignorance should
not be taken for granted in the name
of industrialisation by the government
or big industrial houses.

(The author is a freelance writer.)

PEOPLE & PLACI

| Winds: change

LONDON — On Love .
Trap, released in 2003,
Susheela Raman sang
in Sanskrit, Telugu and .
Tamil, the last being the
language of her parents,
Music For Crocodiles,
which has eamed her a
nomination in the 2008

-BBC Radic 8 Awards for

World Music, is mostly - -
performed in English.
Raman has always been
caughtonthecusp

beiween her indian clas-
sical tralmnganda o

LONDON — The author

of the Harry Potter
series, JK Rowling
seems so deiermmed fo
not become a frivolous
spender that she sets
herself limits when she
goes shopping, .
According to contactmu—
sic.com, Rowling was a
struggling mothera -
week before her novels
made her richer than the

_queen of England. She

enjoys being rich but
feels guilty when she

..Spends too much, IANS
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~«Tribal politics
\ \Congress smells opportunity in (Ln___gsa A

Whlle Navin Patnaik’s track record as chief minister had

been far from impressive, he has managed to remain
afloat owing to lack of effective opposition. But after the
tragedy of the tribals in Kalinganagar, it could well be that
more than an opposition, popular resentment may spell
disaster for the Biju Janata Dal chief. Tribals represent a
sizable section of the populjation who are now up in arms
against the government on*account of the meagre com-

. pensation granted for land acquired for setting up Patnaik’s
pet project, a steel plant. The discontent has been
aggravated by the policg firing on agitating tribals and the
ambivalent stand taken by the BJP, which no longer seems
willing to play second fiddle to the BJD. Now matters have
been made worse with Sonia Gandhi arriving on the scene
and the tribal agitation spreading to Rourkela which is in

- the grip of an economic blockade. Thisis obviously the best
opportunity for the Congress, which had ruled the state for
many years before internal conflicts allowed Patnatk to rise
from nowhere. The Congress president’s gesture in flying
down with Shivraj Patil to share the sorrow and announce
compensation of Rs 5 lakh for each of the victims’ families
is bound to go down well with the tribals.

Sonia’s presence may act as both diversion and balm even
as Patnaik tries desperately to shift the responsibility for the
agitation in Rourkela to the Centre. Land was acquired
many years ago in Rourkela by the railways and the steel
plant authorities. Some of it has remained unutilised while
the tribals have been displaced. A more alert state
government would not have allowed the discontent to go
out of control. The BJD government has shown little
concern for local causes and Patnaik will only have himself
to blame if, as a result, there is a swing towards the
Congress. Whether the Congress president can motivate the
state leadership is another matter. '



