“Second car used
by LeT terrorists

found with arms y

(i \'\ Tarachand Mhaske ‘)
\ & Syed Rizwanullah | TNN\ D\\

Ahmednagar: In a major break-
through in the Aurangabad terror-
ists’ case, the Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) recovered 50 hand grenades,
one AK-47 rifle and 200 bullets hid-
den under a culvert, five km from
Manmad on the Manmad-Ahmed-
nagar highway on Saturday.

The recovery follows the discov-
ery of an Indica car used by the sus-
pected Lashkar-e-Toiba terrorists to
give the Aurangabad police the slip
near Malegaon in Nashik on Thurs-
day.

On Tuesday night, the Au-
rangabad rural police and the ATS
. had seized 11 AK-47 rifles, 33 kg of
RDX and 800 live cartridges from a
Tata Sumo which was travelling
along with an Indica. While the
three persons taken into custody in
Malegaon on Tuesday are suspected
activists of the banned SIMI, the
hunt continued for the other sus-
pected terrorists who were travel-
ling in the Indica.

After giving the Aurangabad po-
lice the slip, the terrorists in the In-
dica are are believed to have passed
through Shirdi and entered Yeola
before reaching the Ankai Fort area
in Manmad.
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CHICAGO 1 FBI foils home grown plan to blow up Sears Towers

Seven charged with terror plot

AGENCIES
Su MIAMI JUNE 23" ,yf%g ¥

GROUP of young menseizedina
Miami warchouse have been
charged in a federal indictment
y with conspiring with al-Qaeda to
. comu nit acts of violence in the United States, in-
* cludingblowing up Chicago’s Sears Tower.

Thee seven individuals indicted by a federal
gran djury were taken into custody on Thursday
whe n authoritics swarmed the warehouse in
the Liberty City area, removing a metal door
with1ablow torch. The indictment also alleges
plans to blow a federal building in Miami in
corjunction with the al-Qaeda network.

According to the indictment handed up
on Thursday, a young man identified as
Narseal Batiste, beginning in November
2005, recruited and trained the others “for a
mission to wage war against the United
St ates government,” including a plot to de-
st roy the Sears Tower.

To obtain money and support for their
mtission, the conspirators sought help from
al-Qaeda, pledged an oath to the terrorist
cirganisation and supported an al-Qaeda

Sears Tower In chlcago. AP

plot to destroy FBI buildings, the four-count
indictment charged.

Batiste met several times in December
2005 with a person purporting to be an al-
Qaeda member and asked for boots, uni-
forms, machine guns, radios, vehicles and
$50,000 in cash to help him build an “Islamic
Army to wage jihad,” the indictment said. It
said that Batiste said he would use his “sol-
diers” to destroy the Sears Tower.

In February 2006, it said, Batiste told the “al-
Qaedarepresentative” that he and his five sol-
diers wanted to attend al-Qaeda training and
planned a “full ground war” against the United
States in order to “kill all the devils we can.” His
mission would “be just as good or greater than
9/11,” the indictment accused Batiste of boast-

‘ing. In Washington, Richard Kolko, spokesman

for FBI headquarters told the media “There is
no imminent threat to Miami or any other area
because of these operations.”

“Itwould be inappropriate for us to confirm
or deny the details of the news reports about
federal law enforcement action before an offi-
cial statement from Justice department,”
CNN quoted Managing Director of the Sears
Tower Barbara Carley as sAa)dng./
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China, Arab states pledge
anti-terror cooperation

Y 2
Ministerial meeting attended by delegates from 22 Arab countries

BEWING: China and Arab é:xge/s‘a

agreed on Thursday to step up an-
ti-terror cooperation in bilateral,
regional and multi-lateral fields.

The agreement is part of a com-
munique signed in the wake of the
second Ministerial Meeting of the
China-Arab Cooperation Forum
which concluded here on Thursday
afternoon.

“China and Arab states con-
demn terrorism of any form and
oppose linking up terrorism with
certain nationality or religion,” the
communique said.

“China and Arab states support

o China-Arab Cooperation

to West Asla m‘mmm

should abide by relevant pacts on
prohibiting nuclear weapons and
weapons of mass destruction.

Secretary-General of the League

Saudi King Abdullah bin Abdul of Arab States Amr Mahmoud
Aziz’s proposal on establishing an Moussa has called for establishing
international anti-terror centre,” a nuclear-free zone in West Asia
it said. King Abdullah’s proposal during an exclusive interview with

was put forward at the internation-
al anti-terror conference held in
005.

Clear situation in
e communiqué said
pports the establishment

ANC
[SEVEN

02 Jum

Xinhua.

“It is not a nuclear issue of Iran
but a nuclear issue of the Middle
East (West Asia),” Mr. Moussa
said. The communique said that
China supports the Arab states’

uclear-free zone in West Asia  strategit choice to realise the just
d all the countries in the regi y&ound peace of West Asia,

THE HINDU

which is based on their adherence
to relevant U.N. resolutions, the
land-for-peace principle, the Arab
peace initiative and the roadmap
peace plan for West Asia.

China supports restoration of
the legitimate rights of Arab peo-
ple, particularly the rights of Arab
people in Palestine to establish
their independent country, and ac-
complish the lasting peace of West
Asia, the document said.

Palestinian Foreign Minister
Mahmud al-Zahar said on
Wednesday that the Palestinian
Government would study the Arab
peace initiative with a “serious and
positive attitude” to seek a just so-
lution to the Palestinian issue.

The two-day meeting was at-
tended by delegates from China
and 22Arab countries, who also
signed an action plan for 2006-
2008, an environmental coopera-
tion plan and a memorandum of
understanding for a meeting be-
tween Chinese and Arab entrepre-
neurs. — Xinhua



Terror strike on RSS hea

4o

dguarters foiled

( Usfvﬂ\"

ngh drama at Nagpur as alert pohcemen gun down 3 terrorists; Lashkar-e- Talba principal suspect

Praveen Swami and Agencies

NAGPUR/NEW DELHI: Three terror-
ists were shot dead on Thursday
during an abortive attempt to
storm the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh’s headquarters in
Nagpur — the latest in a series of
terror strikes across India that
have brought enormous pres-
sure to bear on the India-Pakis-
tan détente process.

Police said the terrorists at-
tempted to drive a white Ambas-
sador car, fitted with a red
command-light, towards the
RSS headquarters shortly before
dawn. When guards at the pe-
rimeter of the three-level securi-
ty cordon attempted to flag the
car down, its driver attempted to
crash through the barriers. RSS
chief K.S. Sudershan and other
top functionaries were not pre-
sent in the building at the time of
the attack.

Attackers were
Pakistanis?

Intelligence sources in New
Pelhi said all three men were
thought to be Pakistani nation-
als, but no details of their identi-
ties was available so far. “We had
reason to believe an operation of
this kind was being planned,” a
senior official said, “but did not
know precisely when it would be
executed.” Officials said the at-
tack came just a day after Home
Secretary V.K. Duggal and his
Pakistani counterpart, Syed Ka-
mal Shah, met in Islamabad to
discuss New Delhi’s concerns on
continued cross-border
terrorism.

Investigators believe that ei-
ther the Lashkar-e-Taiba or the
Jaish-e-Mohammad could have
carried out the attack. Both or-
ganisations have Jemonstrated
the capability to execute suicide-
squad attacks in the recent past.
In July last, Jaish operatives at-
tempted to storm makeshift
temple erected at the site of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya using
similar tactics. An Ambassador

0 ¢ Jun

rigged to resemble an official ve-
hicle was also used in the 2001
Jaish attack on Parliament
House.

Deep networks

Of the two, the Lashkar ap-
pears to have developed deeper
networks in Maharashtra — a
fact demonstrated by the mas-
sive recoveries of explosives last
month from a terror cell it set up
in the Aurangabad area. Such ac-
tivities are not new. In June
2004, for example, Pune-based
Lashkar operative Javed Sheikh
and his girlfriend, Ishrat Jehan
Raza, launched an operation
seeking to assassinate the for-
mer Home Minister, L.K. Adva-
ni, and bomb the Bombay Stock
Exchange.

Maharashtra-based Lashkar
cells have, from the outset,
sought to eliminate politicians
of the Hindu rightwing, partic-
ularly those seen as complicit in
communal violence. As early as
November 2000, police arrested
three Pakistani nationals who
had set up a covert cell in Mum-
bra, near Mumbai, hoping to as-
sassinate Shiv Sena chief Bal
Thackeray. Again in July 200},
police in Jalgasn arrested nine
members of a Hizb ul-Mujahi-
deen cell, which wanted to de-
stroy the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad’s offices in Nagpur.

Disturbing evidence that such
recruitment is gathering scale is
emerging. Yesterday,
The Hindu broke the newsthat
several persons from Maharash-
tra and Gujarat were provided
training in Jammu and Kashmir
by the Hizb on behalf of the
Lashkar. One such recruit, Kol-
hapur resident Mohammad Ir-
fan was shot dead in an
encounter on Tuesday on the
outskirts of Tral, south of Srina-
gar.

More reports on Page 14 -

2006 TH

ENCOUNTER SPOT: (Top) Authorities inspect the site of the shootout between suspected Islamic militants and police
in Nagpur on Thursday. (Above) The bodies of the three who were shot dead in the incident. ~ PHOTOS: AP, AFP
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faces US

Chidanand Rajghatta |Tnn

Washington: Notwithstanding its
spotty record of bearing down on fugi-
tive terrorists and outlaws in the sub-
continent, or helping India do so, the
US administration on Thursday des-
ignated Dawood Ibrahim and his or-
ganisation as drug traffickers under
the so-called Kingpin Act.

The action underscores President
George Bush’s determination to do
everything possible to pursue drug
traffickers, undermine their opera-
tions and end the suffering that trade
in illicit drugs inflicts on Americans
and other people around the world, as
well as preventing drug traffickers
from supporting terrorists, the White
House said in a statement.

Dawood, an accused in the 1993
Mumbai blasts and other criminal ac-
tivities, is one of three foreign indi-
viduals and two foreign entities named
in the seventh annual set of determi-
nations of drug traffickers who will
be subject to the curbs provided in the
Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designa-
tion Act. The others are Fahd Jamil
Georges (Brazil) and Ali Naway (Iran).

The December 1999 Act targets for-
eign narcotics traffickers, their or-
ganisations and operatives worldwide,
denying them access to the US finan-
cial system and all trade and trans-
actions involving US companies and
individuals, the White House notifi-
cation explained. It was not immedi-
ately clear how this would translate
into ground level action. The US has
shown little inclination to go after Da-
wood or help India get him despite
connecting him to the Al Qaida and

§anctions
G

worldwide terrorist activity in previ-
ous determinations. Dawood has been
widely reported—including in the
Pakistani media—to be living in Pak-
istan under official patronage.

But then Washington has shown lit-
tle resolve in getting its hands on one
of the Kandahar hijackers, Omar
Sheikh, or for that matter, nuclear smug-
gler A Q Khan. Sheikh was convicted
of killing of Wall Street Journal re-
porter and US citizen Daniel Pearl.

The ostensible reason for shielding
Sheikh, as also Dawood, is that they
served the needs of Pakistan’s intelli-
gence agencies, according to previous-
ly published reports. Absorbed in the
larger war on terrorism, the US ad-
ministration has had little inclination
to pursue these cases, even as it is strung
along by Islamabad which periodical-
ly produces a “high ranking” Al Qaida
operative to mollify US disquiet.

The notification naming helpfully
explained that the Kingpin Act “does
not target the countries in which these
foreign individuals and entities are
operating or the governments of such
countries”. So from all accounts, th,
man accused of murdering 258
ple in Mumbai in 1993, conti
live comfortably in Pakist

-
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Chemicals for explosives found in house

HT Correspondent
London, June 3

&
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THE ARMED police raid and search of a
house in East London’s Forest Gate area
confirmed the suspicion that terror mas-
terminds have shifted their focus to
Bangladeshis for recruiting for terror

Toronto suspects

CANADIAN AUTHORI-
TIES said on Saturday
that they had foiled
plans for terrorist at-
tacks in southern On-
tario with the arrests
of 17 people who were
“inspired by al-Qaida.”
The Royal Canadian
Mounted Police said
that they had arrested
12 male aduits and
five youths on terror-
ism-related charges,
including plotting at-
tacks with explosives
on Canadian targets.
The suspects were ei-
ther citizens or resi-
dents of Canada and
had trained together,
they said. AP Toronto

cells within
Britain. Since
so far most
terrorists, inc-
luding three
of the four
suicide bomb-
ers in the July
T bomb atta-
ckson London
transport sys-
tem last year,
have been of
Pakistani ori-
gin or linked
with  people
there, the swi-
tch to Ban-
gladeshi com-
munity was a
strategic mo-
ve, confided a
source.
Scotland

Yard, MI5 and
other anti-ter-
ror agencies
have sso far

HUN 2008

concentrated in areas where Pak-origin
people are concentrated and the young
among them are monitored if there is
slightest suspicion. It has become diffi-

* cult to recruit and train in such areas.

Which is why now Bangladeshis are be-
ing enticed into terrorism, added the
source.

THE HIDUST AN

AFP

A police officer stands guard outside
the house in London,

The Forest Gate raid was also organ-
ised after a watch by officers from M15 of
a group of British young people of
Bangladeshi origin for weeks.

Their e-mail messages, phone calls
and movements were logged tapped and
they were suspected of planning a ter-

. rorist attack in the UK. Police were con-

vinced there could be a bomb in the East
London house.

The fact that a group of around 20
Asian men gathered outside the gates of
the Royal London Hospital to protest at
what they believed was heavy-handed
treatment by the police in the raid con-
firmed further that the community was
being concentrated upon by jehadi re-
cruiters. The Yard did not identify the ar-
rested men but BBC said one was Abdul
Kahar, who was shot during the raid, and
Abdul Jalal, both of Bangladeshi origin.

pIME



Toronto plot targeted

ASSOCIATED Press
Brampton (Ontario), July 7 | \ v

SOME OF the 17 Muslim men accused
of plotting terror bombings in Canada
also planned to storm Parliament,
take hostages and behead the prime
minister and other leaders, according
to accusationsrevealed |
on Tuesday by the
lawyer for one of the |
suspects. :

Authorities further
allege that the suspect, -
Steven Vikash Chand,
plotted to take over media outlets, in-
cluding Canadian Broadcasting Corp.,
his attorney said after a brief hearing
at the Ontario Court of Justice.

Specifics of the charges against the
other suspects were not released, but
Chand’s lawyer, Gary Batasar, asked
that the allegations against his client
be read in court. He told later that oth-
ers face similar accusations, but did
not say who or how many.

An eight-page document prepared
by the prosecution summarising the
charges against all the suspects was

06 JuN 2503

LUUD

not read in open court or distributed
to the media, making it difficuit to as-
sess how sophisticated the alleged plot
was or its progress.

But the purported plot to take polit-
ical leaders hostage and behead them
if Muslim prisoners were not freed
and Canada did not pull its 2,300
troops out of
Afghanistan added a
chilling dimension to
a case that has led the

lN cANADA US authorities = to

toughen security

along the border and
unsettled Canada’s large Muslim com-
munity Other defense attorneys de-
clined to discuss the detailed charges.
Batasar said that other suspects were
facing similar allegations.

“It’s just generally speaking that
the allegations are against my client
as well as the other parties,” he said.
“That’s what all the parties are fac-
ing.” “The only reason I'm coming out
and saying this is that my client is in-
nocent of the charges; he protests his
innocence and that’s not being
heard,” Batasar added.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMFS

PM’

AFP

Veiled family members of the accused in the

Toronto terrorism plot fry to hide their fac%
¢



Al-Zarqawi group threatens attac

Iragi Government to implement new Baghdad security plan Q wf"i‘) 9

DESTRUCTION: An Iragi
inspects his shop following a
roadside blast in central
Baghdad on Sunday night.

- PHOTO: AFP

Michael Howard \ \p

IRBIL (IRAQ): Al-Qaeda in Iraq, the mil-
itant group created by Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, issued a defiant declara-
tion on an extremist website on Sun-
day, vowing to “prepare major
attacks that will shake the enemy like
an earthquake and rattle them out of

Al-Zarqgawi died last Wednesday
after a U.S. air-strike near Baquba,
north of Baghdad, prompting spec-
ulation that the brutal network he
founded would disband or merge
with other Sunni extremist groups.

The statement said the surviving
leadership of the Iraqi affiliate of
Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda, had
met after Al-Zarqawi was killed and
“agreed to continue jihad and not be
affected by his martyrdom”. It said:
“The organisation has strengthened
its back, regained its footing and has
been renewed from fresh blood.” Se-
nior members of the group had been
killed in the past, it said, but the
group’s ability to strike had not di-
minished. “For those who were wag-

N

ing holy war fof the sake of
Al-Zarqawi, Al-Zargawi is dead. But
for those who wéte fighting for the
sake of God, God is alive and eternal,”
it said.

Post-mortem on Al-Zarqawi

Two U.S. military specialists fin-
ished a post-mortem examination on
Al-Zarqawi’s remains on Sunday.
The autopsy comes after U.S. author-
ities altered their initial account of
his death, first saying that he died
outright in the airstrike, then saying
that he survived but died soon after.

Iraq’s Prime Minister Nuri al-Ma-
liki is hoping to capitalise on the
death to blunt the Sunni-Arab mil-
itancy. Adnan al-Azawi, the Deputy
Minister of Interior, said: “I believe
the security situation will improve
structurally and significantly next
week after we implement the new
Baghdad security plan.”

He did not reveal the details of the
plan, but said it would be “rolled out”
to a(l)t:her restlvuiar:lc;as around the cap-
ital. — ©Gi an Newspamrs
Limited 2006




Pallavi Aiyar H()' i ‘ S"
BEIJING: China on Monday clﬂahe
upcoming summit meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) on Thursday as “one of the
most important diplomatic activities
of the year.” The organisation will
celebrate its five-year anniversary on
the day of the summit and according
to China’s Assistant Foreign Minis-
ter Li Hui, the event will demon-
strate the SCO’s rising international
stature.

Mr. Li told a news conference in
Beijing that a large number of coun-
tries, both from Asia and elsewhere,
have displayed interest in joining the
group either as observers or perma-
nent members. While he declined to
give specific names, he stressed that
this interest was indicative of the fact
that the SCO was “broadening its in-
fluence and garnering international
attention.”

At the summit meeting on Thurs-
day, a series of agreements will be
signed on security and economic
cooperation. Mr. Li said the SCO
meeting will touch upon “issues of
regional and international impor-
tance” in addition to reviewing “the

1 -}bli ANL;D

China welcomes Iran’s participation;
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Mr. Li said the SCO was
“broadening its
influence and garnering
international attention”

past development of the organisation
and evolving future plans.”

But when the SCO meets, the
world’s attention is likely to be on
Iran, which has observer status at the
organisation. Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will be at-
tending the summit. Mr, Li said Chi-
na “would like to welcome the
Iranian President’s participation” at
the SCO, pointing out that Iran had
attended the organisation’s events in
the past as well.

Mr. Li added that Mr. Ahmadine-
jad would make a speech at the sum-
mit “in accordance with the rules for
observer countries” but that it was
not known what the contents of the
speech will be. He declined to specify
whether Iran’s nuclear situation
would be a specific topic for discus-
sion at the summit.

Chinese President Hu Jintao will
hold bilateral talks with Mr Ahmadi-
nejad on the sidelines of the/summit

THE HINCU

"Shanghai group to sign pacts <

Abivedinejad to address summit

meeting, where the nuclear issue is
expected to be discussed.

Iran, the world’s fourth-largest oil
producer, says it has a right to a civil-
ian nuclear programme, and denies
U.S. accusations that it is trying to
build nuclear weapons.

Iran is currently considering a
plan drawn up by Britain, France and
Germany and approved by the Unit-
ed States, China and Russia. If Iran
rejects the package, including incen-
tives and penalties, the Western
powers may push for U.N.-backed
sanctions, a step China and Russia
have resisted.

Iran has reportedly asked to be
admitted to the SCO as a full mem-
ber. However, Mr. Li said the SCO so
far lacks a legal basis for expanding
its membership and is yet to decide
on the criteria for any new members.
The SCO, one of China’s first con-
certed forays into regional diploma-
cy, was formed on June 15, 2001, and
comprises six members — China,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan and Uzbekistan. Mongolj
Pakistan, India and Iran have ob,
er status. India will be repre
Thursday’s summit meeti
roleum Minister Murli
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Deathofa &
& terrorlord o

bu Musab al-Zarqawi had the highest profile

A among the militants fighting the United States-led

L occupation of Iraq. He assiduously projected his

image by periodically releasing video footage of his
most gruesome deeds and playing up a rather nebulous link
with Osama bin Laden. Washington contributed to the
myth-building exercise since it was desperate to show that
the insurgency was the handiwork of a transnational terror-
ist network. So it was natural that U.S. Ambassador Zalmay
Khalilzad and the commander of the occupation forces,
General George Casey, lined up alongside Iraq’s Prime Min-
ister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki to announce that the militant had
been killed in an air strike. Mr. Khalilzad connected with
reality when he observed that the militancy would not end
with Zargawi’s death. It will no longer be possible to pretend
that the vast majority of the insurgents are not home-grown
Iragis. While the Jordanian-born Zarqawi professed a
vaguely Salafist strain of militant Islam, the indigenous
resistance includes people belonging to diverse ideological
persuasions. Most of the active Sunni fighters, in fact, appear
to have turned against the foreign jihadists who gave a
sectarian orientation to the resistance. The hope that all
sections of the Iraqi people would join the resistance was
destroyed when Zarqawi and others of his ilk began to
murder Shias en masse.’ With the majority community:
which exercised constructive restraint for many months,
beginning to retaliate, Iraq is a bitterly divided and in-
feuding society.

If the attacks on the U.S.-led forces have gone a long way
towards undermining the occupation, the sectarian strife
threatens to disrupt efforts to recover lost ground. The
policy Washington seeks to implement is one of driving
militants out of pockets of territory and holding these areas
until infrastructure can be rebuilt. The calculation is that
the hearts and minds of ordinary Iraqis cannot be won when
they lack water, power, hospitals, and schools. This plan is
unlikely to take off. A process of ethnic cleansing is under
way in parts of Iraq with Shia and Sunni families moving out
of localities controlled by the other community. Adminis-
trators and technicians are not likely to volunteer for work
in areas where they might be killed because of their sectar-
ian religious identity. These conditions are unlikely to
change although Mr. Maliki has finally been able to appoint
Defence and Interior Ministers. The police forces in many
parts of the country are indistinguishable from the Shia
militias that have abducted and murdered Sunnis. The Inte-
rior Minister might not be able to control his forces unless
he is aleading figure in one of the militias; but if he is that, he
might not have the inclination to perform his official duties
in a fair manner. The occupiers know that the elimination of
one terrorlord will not help them escape from a quagmire.

—

10 1N 2008 THE HINDU
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Top Al Oaeda leader i | Iraq

(P~
Al Zarqawi and hlS splrltual adviser dle S F 16s pound their “safe house”

killed

zf') [V

ELATION OVER KILLING: A video image shows the body of leader of ‘Al—Qaeda in Iraq,” Abu Musab al-Zargawi, who was killed in an air strike near \
Baquba in central Iraq on Thursday. At right, Iraqis dance with soldiers in Baghdad after hearing the news of his death.
— PHOTOS: AP/U.S. MILITARY AND AFP

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: The Jordanian-born
wanted militant Abu Musab Al
Zargawi has been killed in an air
strike near Baquba in central
Iraq.

Al Zargawi, who was known as
the Al Qaeda leader in Iragq, died
10 minutes after a safe house
where he was confabulating with
his group was attacked. Along
with Al Zarqawi, his spiritual ad-
viser, Sheikh Abdul Rahman,
was also killed.

The head of US-led forces.ig,

Iraq, George Casey, said that th¥

“isolated safe-house,” located 48

km from Baghdad was targeted -

at 615 p.m. local .time on
Wednesday. F-16 fighter jets
were used in the strike and two
500-pound bombs were dropped
at the site.

Gen. Casey explained that the

09 LN 2000

Jordanian militant’s body was
identified through facial recog-
nition, fingerprints, and known
scars, The US military showed a
picture of Al Zarqawi’s face after
the attack, where his eyes were
closed and spots of blood visible
behin&him. Gen. Casey said that
Al Zargawi’s killing was the re-
sultof a manhunt that began two
weeks ago. Iraqi Foreign Minis-
ter Hoshyar Zebarl pointed out
that that a setigus effort to nab
Al Zargawi had begun in April
after he appeared on videotape.
The location that appeared on
the video had been identified, he
said, -

In a statement posted on the
Internet by an umbrella orga-
nisation -representing “Jihadi
groups” confirmed that Al Zar-
gawi was dead. :We want to give
you the joyous riews of the mar-

- tyrdom of the Mujahed Sheikh

THE HINP

Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi. The
death of our leaders is life for us.
It will only increase our persist-
ence in continuing holy war so
that the word of God will be su-
preme.”

The Al Qaeda in Iraq has been
blamed for a spate of attacks on
Shias, kidnappings and behead-
ings of foreigners. Al Zarqawi
had also been accused of master-
minding suicide bombings last
November that targeted three
upscale hotels in the Jordanian
capital, Amman, resulting in 60
deaths.

Among his victims were two
American civilians — Nicholas
Berg and Eugene Armstrong —
as well as Ken Bigley, a British
citizen. All were beheaded and
their grisly killings had been vid-
eotaped and made available on
the internet.

Analysts say that Al Zargawi

was a “significant leader” of the
Salafi Jihadi school of Islamist
volunteers. But it might be too
early to conclude that his death
would have a significant impact
on the surging violence in Iraq.
Juan Cole, a historian at the uni-
versity of Michigan points out
that Al Zarqawi was “less impor-
tant than local Iraqi leaders and
groups.”

‘A great success’

He added that he did not “ex-
pect the guerilla war [in Iraq] to
subside any time soon.” The US
ambassador to Iraq, Zalmay
Khalilzad described Al Zargawi’s
killing a “great success.” He,
however, acknowledged that Al
Zarqawi’s death would not end
violence in the country.

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Al
Maliki described Al Zarqawi’s
killing as “a message to those

who choose the path of violence
to change their direction before
itis too late.”

Addressing a press conference
in Baghdad, he said: “What hap-
pened today is a result of co-
operation for which we have
been asking from our masses
and the citizens of our country.”

Likely successor

There is speculation that the J
Egyptian born Abu Al Masri |
could succeed Al Zarqawi as the '
head of the Al Qaeda in Iraq.

The Ansar al Sunna, led by
Wariya Arbili is also seen as an-
other Al Qaeda affiliated orga-
nisation that could now increase
its profile beyond its present
strongholds in northern Iraq.

More reports on Page 15
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J&K terrorlsts massacre 19

Lashkar Main Suspect‘ Azad Promises To Bring Guilty To Book

Jammu: Striking in a big way, terrorists shot dead
19 Hindus, including a nine-year-old girl, after drag-
ging them out of their houses in two villages of
Doda district in the wee hours of Monday:

Of the nine injured in the attack, that has come
two days before Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
meeting with moderate Hurriyat leaders, eight have
been airlifted to Jammu in army choppers and ad-
mitted to a hospital.

Several heavily-armed suspected Laskhar-e-Tai-
ba terrorists, in combat fatigue, reached the remote
hamlets of Panjoli and Thava at about 2 am and or-
dered the villagers to come out of their houses. The
ultras then lined them up outside the houses of the
local village heads and opened indiscriminate fire
at them, killing 19 people and injuring nine. While
ten were killed in Thava, the other nine victims
were from Panjoli.

The attack, the first major strike against the mi-
nority community in three years, came hours after
terrorists killed four of the nine Hindus they had
abducted from a village in neighbouring Udham-
pur district. Senior police officials have rushed to
the twin villages to take stock of the situation.

person at a Jammu hospital on Monday

According to reports reaching here, some of the 2004 nath temple in Jammu
villagers rushed to the nearby army camp and in- Apr 5: 7 killed in Aug 29; 10 killed in
formed the authorities about the killing. Among  Anantnag district Rajouri and Doda dis-
those gunned down was the entire family of Sham 2903 tricts
Lal, alocal village head. X N X

No group has claimed responsibility for the at- glalr 4:24 d‘fg,:e.dtm ::I’gr?m: ‘s‘t?(;? L“e:g' ata
tack so far, but inspector general of police (Jammu) uiwama disine base camp near Pahal-
S P Vaid said Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba ter- 2002 o P
rorists were behind the massacre. Nov 24: 14 killed dur- 9 o

Condemning the strike, deputy chief minister ing attack on Raghu-  July 13: 28 killed in

of Jammu and Kasmhir Muzaffar Baig said the at- Qasim Nagar area

tack a bid to ruin the Indo-Pak peace process. “By

NIGHTMARE IN DODA

J&K chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad with an injured

MAJOR TERRORIST ATTACKS AGAINST MINORITY COMMUNITIES IN J&K SINCE 2001

MAY 1 2006
22 killed in
- Doda district

AN

May 14: 33 killed as

July 22: 15 killed in

militants freonabus  Doda district

and storm an army July 21: 7 Amamath
camp on the Jammu-  pilgrims among 13
Pathankote highway killed in Anantnag

Jan 7: 17 killed in Mar 17: 8 killed in
Jammu district Doda district

2001 Feb 11: 15 members of
Aug 4: 15 killed in Gujjar families killed in
Doda district Rajouri district

singling out Hindus for such a major massacre, they
are sending a message to the entire Indian nation
that this exercise undertaken by the government is
futile.” He added that it was also aimed at spoiling
the environment for the second round-table con-
ference convened by the Prime Minister later this
month.

Union minister of state for home Sriprakash
Jaiswal said in Delhi that the attack was borne out

of the frustration of terrorists over Jammu
and Kashmir gradually returning to normal-
cy. The last major attack against minorities
in the state was in 2003, when terrorists gunned
down 24 Kashmiri Pandits in Nadimarg vil-
lage near Shopian in Pulwama district. CM
Ghulam Nabi Azad held a high-level meeting
with senior civil and police officers. He also

visited the Government Medical College Hos-
pital here and inquired about the condition of
the injured.

Condemning the barbaric act of militants,
azad said the state is the protector of lives and
property of the people and no stone would be
left unturned till the culprits are apprehend-
ed and brought to justice. acencies
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Six-Nation Bloc Plans Anti-Terror Maneuvers

By Edward Cody
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday, April 27, 2006; A20

BEIJING, April 26 -- China, Russia and four Central Asian nations
announced Wednesday that they will hold joint anti-terrorism exercises next
year, emphasizing a desire to balance U.S. military influence in Asia with
stepped-up preparations of their own.

The regional security grouping, known as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, includes Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
Its activities have centered mainly on guarding against cross-border threats
to internal stability, particularly from militant Islamic groups.

Guo Boxiong, vice chairman of the Chinese Communist Party's Central
Military Commission, said the plans for joint drills demonstrate the group's
growing role in maintaining security in the region, the official New China
News Agency said. He vowed that defense ministers from the six nations
will work together to combat what China calls the “three forces" --
separatism, terrorism and extremism -- that threaten to provoke unrest in the
area.

In a communique, the six nations said next year's exercises will be held in
Russia. They did not detail what activities were planned. But the Russian
defense minister, Sergei Ivanov, told reporters here that the exercises will be
designed by a group of military and anti-terrorism experts to enhance
regional security coordination and are not aimed at any third country.

In China's case, the threat has mainly come from Uighur separatists in the

heavily Muslim Xinjiang autonomous region of western China. Through

common Turkic languages and history, the estimated 8 million Uighur

people have maintained ties to their Central Asian neighbors even as the

region increasingly is populated by China's Han majority. As a result,

Beijing is eager to cultivate influence with the governments of those nations, lest Uighur militants find
support and encouragement from across the borders.

China also has a growing stake in maintaining a stable environment in Central Asia, which is a source of
oil and gas for the energy-hungry Chinese economy. Although Russia traditionally has played a leading
role in the region -- the nations of Central Asia were Soviet satellites -- Chinese diplomacy and trade
have established a significant presence in recent years. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization was
formally organized in 2001 under Chinese leadership.

The first joint anti-terrorism maneuvers by the group were held in 2003, although Uzbekistan did not
participate. They included some exercises in the Xinjiang region.

Separately, China and Russia held bilateral military exercises last August. They were billed as a drill

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/26/AR2006042600900 pf.... 7/5/2006
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1ainst ethnic unrest but also were interpreted as a demonstration th
" 1 ited States to understand it is not the onl
since World War II.

at Beijing and Moscow want the
¥y guarantor of security in the region despite its dominant role
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"« Tibetan monks

f storm monastery

Beijing: Tibetan Buddhist
monks loyal to the exiled
Dalai Lama stormed a
monastery near Lhasa and at-
tacked statues of a deity de-
nounced by him, Chinese
state media reported in a rare
glimpse of religious dissen-
sion in disputed Tibet.
Seventeen lamas entered
the Ganden Monastery on
March 14 and tore down two
statues, including an image of
Dorje Shugden, a deity criti-
cised by the Dalai Lama since
the 1970s, the Xinhua news
agency reported on Wednesday.
Police were mobilised to
prevent Buddhists from go-
ing to the large monastery,
government officials told a
news conference in Lhasa, the
Tibetan capital, on Tuesday.
The dispute between the
Dalai Lama and the much

Chinese authorities have
lashed out at the Dalai Lama

smaller Shugden stream of
his Gelugpa school of Tibetan
Buddhism is part of complex
doctrinal currents dating
back four centuries.

But China’s authorities
used the latest incident to crit-
icise the Dalai Lama—the

most senior figure in Tibetan
Buddhism who has been ixex-
ile since 1959 and campaighed
for autonomy for Tibet.

“What the Dalai Lamahas
done violates the religibus
freedom of believers,” Zhang
Qingli, the acting Commuaist
Party secretary of Tibet said,
according to Xinhua.

In 1996, the Dalai Lama
called on his followers tore-m
ject the Shugden deity, call-
ing it a divisive offshoot. Sup-
porters of Shugden—Tibetan
and foreign— have protested
the Dalai Lama'’s ban as a vi-
olation of religious freedom.

The Mayor of Lhasa, Nor-
bu Dunzhub, told the news
conference the Dalai Lama,
who is revered by most Ti-
betans, was using the dispute
to stir conflict in tightly con-
trolled Tibet. reuters
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-+ Taliban
threatens to
kill Indian

“" hostage'~”

Suryanarayana’ s wife and children pray for his

safe release at their Hyderabad residence on
Saturday

Kandahar: “The Taliban will kill an Indian
engineer being held hostage in southern
Afghanistan if all Indians don’t leave
Afghanistan within 24 hours.” That was the
message from Qari Yousaf Ahmadi, a pur-
ported spokesman for the insurgent group, on
Saturday.

Ahmadi, who releases regular statements

i on behalf of outlawed Taliban fighters, ac-
i cused A Suryanarayana, the Indian engineer
. who was abducted from the southern Zabul

province on Friday, of being an “American
spy”’. “We warn all Indians working here to
leave Afghanistan within 24 hours starting 6
pm local time today. Or we will kill him,” Ah-

¢ madi told a news agency over the phone.

India’s ambassador to Kabul Rakesh Sood

¢ said the threat was “not a very positive devel-
i opment”. Suryanarayana, a father of three from
i Hyderabad, is in his early 40s and had been work-
; inghere since January for Bahrain-based com-
i pany Al-Moayed. The firm has been contracted
i by an Afghan mobile phone company, Roshan,
i to expand its mobile phone network across

volatile provinces in southern Afghanistan.
Sood said he was in contact with officials from
Roshan, the Afghan government and the US mil-m
itary to secure Suryanarayana’s release.

In Hyderabad, Suryanarayana’s shocked
family members have appealed to the Taliban
to release him without causing any harm. Dis-
turbed over the news of the kidnapping of his
son, Suryanarayana’s father Chandrashekar
urged the Indian government to take imme-
diate steps to secure his safe release.

Meanwhile, a high-level meeting chaired
by cabinet secretary B K Chaturvedi on Sat-

. urday reviewed the situation arising out of
: Suryanarayana’s abduction. Condemning the
- abduction, Chaturvedi said it was an attempt

by the Taliban and “other hostile elements”
to intimidate Indian and other international
and Afghan workers engaged in the recon-
struction of Afghanistan and improving the
lives of its people. acencies
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22 dead 150
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resort

Cairo: At least 22 people were
killed and 150 wounded when
three explosions rocked a mar-
ket and a busy restaurant area
in the Egyptian Red Sea resort
. of Dahab on Monday, state tel-
evision said.

There was no immediate
word on the nationality of the
victims. The resort is popular
with Western backpackers and
budget Israeli tourists as well
as Egyptians.

Witnesses reported hear-
ing the blasts and said they
i saw smoke coming from a mar-
ket in the middle of the Sinai
Peninsula town. Because of
the Coptic Easter holiday, the
resort town is crowded with
tourists. “Around 7 pm, we
heard three explosions close
to the seafront alongside a su-
permarket in the centre of
Dahab,” French tourist Fred-
eric Mingeon told AFP from
the town.

“There was a plume of
smoke and people started run-
ning and screaming.”

State television said the
blasts appeared to have been
the result of remote-controlled
bombs not suicide bombers.

All exits from the town
were sealed off by police, he
added. Israel immediately of-
fered to send emergency teams
to help with recue efforts. De-
fence Minister Shaul Mofaz
“offered to send army rescue
¢ teams and doctors”, his min-
i istry said.

: Hundreds of Israeli tourists
were rushing home after the
blasts on Monday evening, Is-
raeli police said. A state of
alert was declared at the main
hospital in the Israeli border
town of Eilat, both to handle
any casualties sent for treat-
ment there and to free up doc-
. tors for dispatch to the scene.

i  Meanwhile, in Israel, the
i country’s rescue service said
{ ithadraised the alert level. Is-
¢ raeli Channel 10 TV reported
Israel had closed the bor-
: ?crossing at Taba, prevent-

aypt
blasts

ing vehicles from entering
Sinai. It said a stream of Israeli
vehicles were leaving Sinai.

Many Israelis travel to the
Sinai for beach holidays.

Israel’s ambassador in
Cairo, Shalom Cohen, told
Channel 10 there were three
explosions—in a hotel, a po-
lice station and a marketplace.

“We don’t know of Israelis”
who were hurt, he said, though
some Israelis were known to
be in Dahab.

Cohen said the best thing
Israeli tourists in Sinai could
do now would be to “go home.”

In a telephone interview

with the Israeli TV station, Co-
hen said there have been re-
peated warnings from the Is-
raeli government against vis-
iting the Sinai Desert, where
Israelis have been targeted in
attacks in the past.

“Unfortunately, the warn-
ings came true,” he said.

The Israeli rescue service,
Magen David Adom, offered
help through the Internation-
al Red Cross and the Egyptian
Red Crescent but has not re-
ceived a reply, the service said
in a statement,

Dahab is located on the Gulf
of Agaba on the eastern side of
the Sinai Peninsula and is about
110 km south of Taba, Egypt,
near the border at the southern
tip of Israel. Dahab is 350 km
southeast of Cairo.

Sinai is a vast mountainous
area inhabited mainly by™
Bedouin tribes. Of high strate-
gic importance for its proximi-
ty to Israel, Gaza, Jordan and
Saudi Arabia, it is increasing-
ly seen as Egypt’s Achilles heel
in security terms. AGENCIES
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Many dead
in Egypt(xﬂ"f
resort blast

Yo\ A /}
Three explosions

rock hotel, market

AGENCIES
Cairo, April 24

MORE THAN 90 people
were reported killed or
injured in at least three
explosions on Monday
night in the Red Sea re-
sort town of Dahab, an
Egyptian interior min-
istry official said.

The explosions, trig-
gered by terrorists,
took place in a market
and a hotel.

The Egyptian gov-
ernment has said the
militants who carried
out the bombings were locals without international
connections, but other security agencies have said
they suspect the hand of al-Qaida.

This is high tourist season in the region, and ho-
tels all along the Egyptian coasts could be expected
to be at near capacity, mainly with Europeans, Is-
raelis and expatriates living in Egypt. In Israel, the
country’s rescue service said it had raised the alert
level following the blasts.

“There were body parts and debris in the street
...There are ambulances and cars taking people to
hospital,” one witness, who refused to be named,
said. “There is smoke coming from the area and there
are people running everywhere.” Because of the Cop-
_ tic Easter holiday, the resort town is crowded with
tourists. :

Israeli Channel 10 TV reported that Israel had
closed the border crossing at Taba, preventing vehi-
cles from entering Sinai. It said a stream of Israeli ve-
hicles was leaving Sinai.

Many Israelis travel to the Sinai for beach holi-
days. Israel’s ambassador in Cairo, Shalom Cohen,
told Channel 10 there were three explosions — in a
hotel, a police station and a marketplace. Police offi-
cials said more than 20 ambulances and police cars
were rushing to the el-Masbat section of the city.

There have been a string of attacks in Egypt’s
Sinai peninsula over the past 18 months, including
the deadly bombings in the Egyptian resorts of Taba
and Ras Shitan in October 2004 and in Sharm el-
Sheik in July.

Groups claiming links to al-Qaida took responsi-
bility for those attacks, and Egyptian authorities say
new Islamic militant groups have arisen in the penin-
sula but they are still trying to determine if they
have any real connection to al-Qaida or other inter-
national terrorists.
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Islam: Osa

REUTERS
Dubai, April 23

AL-QAIDA leader Osama bin
Laden said the West's shunning
of the Hamas-led Palestinian
government showed it was wag-
ing a "Crusader-Zionist war” on
Muslims, according to an audio-
tape attributed to him and aired
on Sunday. And the people in the
West share responsibility for
their countries’ "war against Is-
lam," he said.

The tape, broadcast on Al
Jazeera television, had the Sau-
di-born militant urging Muslims
around the world to focus on the
Darfur crisis in western Sudan
and render all Western efforts to
isolate the Hamas government

" futile. "Their rejection of Hamas

affirms that it is a Crusader-
Zionist war against Muslims,"
bin Laden said.

In the brief excerpts aired, he
did not repeat his assertion inan
audiotape issued in January that
al-Qaida was preparing attacks
in the US but was open to a con-
ditional truce with Americans.

But his remarks about the
complicity of Westerners in the
policies of their governments
appeared to be an argument that
they were fair game for revenge
attacks by militants. "The war is
a responsibility shared between
the people and the governments.
The war goes on and the people
are renewing their allegiance to
its rulers and masters," he said.
"They send their sons to fight us
and they continue their support
while our countries are burned.”

The Qaida leader said West-
ern leaders had ignored his
truce offers. "They do not want a
truce unless it is from our side
only ... they insist on continuing
their campaign,” bin Laden said.

LFE 78

Osama bin Laden
Terror talk

He urged militants to prepare for
along struggle in Darfur. The US
is pressing for UN sanctions
against the Sudanese govern-
ment for its part in the conflict.
"T call on mujahideen to pre-
pare all that is necessary towage
a long-term war in western Su-
dan,"” bin Laden said. The Darfur
conflict erupted in 2003 when
mostly non-Arab tribes revolted,
accusing the Arab-led govern-
ment of neglect. Khartoum re-
taliated by arming mainly Arab
militia, known as Janjaweed,
who began'a campaign of mur-
der, rape and plunder that drove
more than 2 million villagers
into squalid camps in Darfur
and in neighbouring Chad.
Khartoum denies responsibility.
Bin Laden also called for boy-
cotting the USand European
countries over the controversial
cartoons lampooning Islam’s
Prophet Mohammad first pub-
lished by a Danish newspaper.

THE HIbUS § 4y Time s



A~

Five killed, ... G
40 injured in oy
Srinagar blasts

Four militant outfits claim responsibility

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Five people were killed

and 40 injured on Friday in a

series of blasts caused by gre-
| nade attacks in Srinagar.
|  Jamiat-ul-Mujahedin, Islam-
" ic Front, Jaish-e-Mohammad
land  Al-Mansoorain  have
claimed responsibility for the at-
tacks.

The outfits said the security
forces were the targets.

Five attacks were executed in
the day and two in the evening,

The blasts in the day occurred
as people were preparing for
prayers.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police (Kashmir Range) Farooq
Ahmed told The Hindu that the
blasts claimed the lives of five
civilians.

“It is outrageous”

“They have attacked after a
long time but the motive is not
clear. Today [Friday] was an aus-
picious day and people were bu-
sy with prayers. It s
outrageous,” he said.

In the first attack, militants
hurled a grenade at a Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) bun-
ker outside the Central
Telegraph Office. It missed the
target but one person was in-
jured. -

In the second blast at Har1
Singh High Street, six people
were injured and two of them
died in hospital.

Within minutes, there was an
attack at the Magharmal Bagh
crossing.

This was followed by a blast at
Batmaloo in which a police vehi-
cle was the target.

Three die in Dalgate

The subsequent blast at Dal-
gate, on the banks of the Dal
Lake, claimed three lives and in-
jured several persons.

19 4Pk 5

oy

o Five blasts in the day as
people were pre
for prayers

e Two occurred Ih the
evening

o Security forces were the
targets, say miiitant
outfits

o First attack on a Central
Reserve Police Force
bunker

In the evening, militants hur-
led a grenade at a police patrolin
Sekkidafar area of downtown
Srinagar.

Fifteen people, including
three CRPF personnel, three po-
licemen and three civilians, were
injured in the attack, sources
said.

Late in the evening, another
blast rocked Bohri Kadal. Five
people were injured and they
were immediately taken to hos-
pital.

The condition of some of
them was stated to be critical.

Enemies of peace: Azad

Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad said those responsible for |

-.the blasts were enemies of peace

and humanity.

“But such attacks will not de-
ter us from carrying forward the
peace process,” he said.

Mufti expresses grief

The former Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, ex-
pressed grief over the loss of
lives and said. “All of us need to
condemn such blasts aimed at
disrupting peace,” he said.

Photographs on Page 12
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Twin blasts inside Delhi's Jama

Masjid, 14 persons injured

Low-intensity crude devices used; Shahi Imam appeals for calm

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI: Fourteen persons, in-
cluding a woman and a girl, sus-
tained injuries in two explosions
inside the Jama Masjid in the
Walled City area here soon after
the evening prayers on Friday.
Initial investigations indicated
that low-intensity crude bombs
were used. No outfit has claimed
responsibility.

According to eyewitnesses,
the first explosion took place at
5-20 p.m., soon after the ‘nama-
zis’ approached a tank situated
at the centre of the mosque to
clean themselves after offering
prayers. “As soon as I got up af-
ter ‘namaz,’ I heard a loud explo-
sion. When I turned around, I
saw a person standing near the
tank being thrown away due to
the impact of the blast. He sus-
tained injuries in the thigh and
legs,” said Mohammad Adil.

Realising it was a bomb blast,
the mosque authorities immedi-
ately urged the ‘namazis’ to stay
away from another polythene
bag that was near the reservoir.
Policemen stationed outside
Gate No. 1 of the mosque rushed
inside.

Just then, the second bomb
exploded and more people were
injured. The injured were taken
tothe Jayaprakash Narain Hos-
pital, where they were stated to
be out of danger. The injured
were identified as Shahid, Tahir,
Mohammad Igbal, his son Asif,
Shabbir Ahmed, Rehan Ahmed,
Naseem Ahmed, Faizal, Rehana,
_ Nadeema, Sarazuddin, Tahir and

Sahid Raja.

Soon after the blasts, the Ja-
ma Masjid’s Shahi Imam ap-
pealed to the people over the
mike to maintain calm. He said
the explosions were the acts of
certain people who wanted to

PROBE UNDER WAY: Police personnel examining the blast site inside the Jama Masjid in New Delhi on Friday.

= PHOTO: KAMAL NARANG

flare up communal passions and
create disturbance in the coun-
try. Asking them to pray for
communal harmony, he said the

real culprits behind the explo--

sions at Varanasi. had not yet
been arrested. ,
Police  Commissioner KK,

Paul, who arrived at the spot,

urged the people not to pay heed
to rumours. He said those be-

hind the incident would be iden-
tified and brought to book. Even
as the forensic team was busy
gathering evidence from the ex-
plosion sites, hundreds of people
gathered outside Gate No. 1 and

_ shouted slogans.

Lieutenant-Governor  B.L.
Joshi visited the masjid and he
along with Dr. Paul went to the
hospital to meet the victims.

Bombs in bags

Enquiries showed that both
bombs were kept in two poly-
thene bags near the tank. An ex-
amination of the spot indicated
that they were of low intensity
and contained shrapnel.

Among the injured was 65-
year-old Mohammad Asif from
Gaya in Bihar who recalled: “I

‘ //,,

——
S

o ia\/]

had just reached there when the
blast occurred. There was thick
smoke all over. Before I realised
that I was injured, I heard people
screaming and saw them run-
ning in all the directions.”

Manmohan, Sonia condemn: Page 12




Bengal suspect in

OURSPECIAL .,
CORRESPONDENT \“

Lucknow, April 5: Jawahar-
lal Nehru’s three-time con-
stituency Phulpur was today
thrown up as the seat of a ter-
ror outfit’s Indian module that
masterminded the Varanasi
blasts last month.

Uttar Pradesh police
claimed the five persons ar-
rested this morning in connec-
tion with the blasts belonged
to the Harkat-ul-Jehadi-al Isla-
mi. which has links with mod-

ules in  Karachi and
Bangladesh.
Blast brain Waliullah was,

however, taken into custody
trom his Phulpur home on the
night of March 29. The arrest
of the 32-year-old cleric, who
was earlier with the Jaish-e-
Mohammad, was confirmed
today.

Twenty-one people had be-
en killed in twin blasts at the
Sankat Mochan Temple and a
railway station on March 7.

The five arrested are Mah-
book Ali, Syed Suhaib Hasan,
Farhan, Mohammad Rizwan
Siddique and Mohammad
Saad.

While Mahbook is from
Bengal, Hasan and Farhan are
from Lucknow and Rizwan
and Saad from Amroha in
Uttar Pradesh. All are in their
20s. A cache of arms was
found on them.

Although the police here
claimed Mahbook was from
North 24-Parganas, Murshid-
abad SP Niraj Kumar Singh
quoted special task force SSP
$.K. Bhagat as saying he was
from Murshidabad.

STF IG Jagmohan Yadav

One of the Varanasi blast
suspects in Lucknow
on Wednesday. (PT1)

told reporters Harkat’s
Bangladesh head Maulana
Asadullah had asked Waliul-
lah late last year to go to
Bangladesh to recruit unem-
ployed youths for arms train-
ing in Pakistan.

Along with one Bashirud-
din, whom he met during his
student days at Deoband, Wali-
ullah went to Bangladesh.
After returning to Allahabad,
he sent 10 youths to Karachi

Varanasi blast net

A

for training, Yadav said.

The final plot may have
been hatched around late Feb-
ruary this year, STF sources
said. Waliullah had called
Asadullah in Bangladesh on
his mobile on February 22 and
asked him to send a team to Al-
lahabad for a festival on Feb-
ruary 24-25.

Closer to the blasts, in
early March, another call was
made to the same number
from a public booth. The PCO
owner claimed the call had
been made by a man close to
the cleric.

Residents of the area said
there had been a constant flow
of visitors to the cleric’s house
between February 23 and
March 6, with a sharp increase
from March 3. After the March
7 blasts, the flow dried up.

The STF sources said
Bashiruddin landed up in
Phulpur along with two
Bangladeshis — Mustafez and
Zakaria — on March 3 and put
up in a room adjacent to a
madarsa.

They left for Allahabad the
next day, from where Waliul-
lah and Bashiruddin moved
on to Varanasi. On March 6,
the Bangladeshis bought three
pressure cookers, pulled off
the safety valve and stuffed
them with explosives.

The next day, they took the
Bundelkhand Express to Vara-
nasi. None of the Bangla-
deshis has been arrested.

“We are working on the in-
structions of our commander
in Bangladesh. Our coordina-
tor in Allahabad is Imam Wali-
ullah,” said one of the arrest-
ed youths at the news confer- |
ence, face covered.




EU puts Tamil,
rebels On terror

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
BRUSSELS, MAY 30,5]) e

THE European Union put' Sri
Lanka’s Tamil Tigers on its list of ter-
rorist groups, despite a warning from

the rebels that the move could force

them back to war. The EU ban,
agreed in principle on May 18, was
made official at a meeting of minis-
ters yesterday from the 25-member
bloc to discuss competition issues. It
will deprive the LTTE of some of the
vital funds they collect from members
of the Tamil diaspora in Europe.

As well as freezing rebel funds, the
move, which came at the urging of the
US and the Sri Lankan government,
also provides for special EU coopera-
tion measures to combat the group.

Sri Lanka had hoped a ban would
force the rebels to the negotiating
table, and the EU move comes just
as the rebels have accepted an invita-
tion to take part in talks in Norway
next month.

An EU diplomat said the LTTE
bad brought the ban on itself. “If
they had been serious at the negotiat-
ing table we could have thought
about another way, we would have
set up.a virtuous circle, instead of
this vicious circle that we’re in at the
moment,” he said.

st

Norweglan special envoy
Jon Hanssen-Bauer (left) with
Erlk Solhelm, Norwegian minister of
Intemational Development, at
their one-day meeting of the Sri
Lanka peace process in Tokyo
on Tuesday. AP
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~_ASHKAR OWNS UP EDespite

attack ahead of roundtable, PM
says going ahead with J-K: visit

Target talks,

militants storm

Srm”kar rally,

'MUZAFFAR RAINA &
MIR EHSAN
SRINAGAR, MAY 21

- WO militants, one in

I police uniform,

opened indiscrimi-

nate fire at a Congress rally

this afternoon, kxllmg seven

persons-and leaving another

20 injured. Both militants

were later gunned down by
police.

The attack comes three

* days ahead of Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Srinagar for a crucial round-
table conference on Kashmir.
Only yesterday, four militant
outfits—the Save Kashmir
Movement, Al Mansoorian,
Farzandaan Milat, and Al Ar-
ifeen—had threatened to dis-
rupt the conference.

The Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Al Mansoorian have claimed
responsibility for the attack.

In New Delhi, Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh said
he would go ahead with his
visit to Srinagar despite the at-
tack. A statement from his
media adviser Sanjaya Baru
said: “The Prime Minister is
looking forward to visiting Sri-
nagar and participating in the
second round-table meeting
on Jammu & Kashmir sched-
uled for May 24-25.”

The militants entered the
Sher-e-Kashmir Park venue
while top Congress leaders of
the state, including Peerzada
Mohammad Sayeed and
some ministers, were sitting
on a podium, awaiting the ar-
rival of Chief Minister Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad, who was to
address the rally. Some 2,000

N EXPHESS

kill 7, injure 20

people were préesent, and
many more were waiting to
enter the grounds.

The state government had
deployed hundreds of police
and securitymen at the venue
and people going inside were
being thoroughly frisked. For
the last three days, the admin-
istration had been busy secur-
mg the place, laying barbed
wire and bamboo barricades.

Mohammad Imtiyaz, a
Corgress worker from Anant-
nag, said he was standing in
queue to enter the venue
when he saw a man in police
uniform entering the main
gate unchecked.

“A policeman shouted at
him, perhaps suspecting
something was amiss,” said-
Imtiyas. “The militant turned
around and opened fire.”

He said Congress.leaders
o the dais mistook this initial
burst of gunfire for fireworks
and asked people to remain

Then the firing intensified
and everyone was running for
cover. Leaders rushed to find
place behind a bulletproof
screen. Some even hid behind
piles of pillows,

Below them, people threw
themselves to the ground and
started crawling for safety un-
der bamboo barticades

One militant had reached
closed to the dais and was fir-
ing continuously. IG K Rajin-
der and some other officers
started moving towards the
podium when a volley of bul-
lets came their way. Rajinder
and another officer, Faisal
Ahmed, were injured. They
are being treated in hospital.



“Three terrorists with arms arrested

BENDRE

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI: At the end of three days
of painstaking highway search-
es and a 150-km long daring
chase, the Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) of the Maharash-
tra Police intercepted a car last
night near Aurangabad and
captured a huge cache of arms,
ammunition and explosive be-
sides arresting three terrorists.

The seizure includes ten
AK-47 assault rifles, 2,000
rounds of ammunition, 40
magazines, six magazine
pouches and 30 kg of the dread-
ed RDX. Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister R.R. Patil said at
a press conference that the

THE

quantity of the RDX seized last
night exceeded the amount
used in the serial Mumbai
bomb blasts in 1993. He said
that the ATS operation had
pre-empted a major terrorist
attack.

While the ATS team was
checking vehicles, a Tata Sumo
broke the line of the vehicles
and sped away to avoid check-
ing. The ATS party chased it for
around one and a half hour, Fi-
nally, it was intercepted at
Kannad on a branching out
road, about ten km away from
the Manmad-Aurangabad
Highway.

The occupants abandoned
the vehicle and ran away. While

RDX seized exceeded the amount used in Mumbai serial blists: Maharashtra Minister

-

N

IN THE HANDS OF LAW: The arrested terrorists being taken to a court in Mumbai on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: VIVEK

i

the ATS team caught one of
them with the helg, of the vil-
lagers, the Aurangtbad Rural
Police nabbed two others. The

ATS believes that oe or two .

more could have escaped.
Arms, ammunition and explo-
sive were neatly packed and
concealed in server cabinets.

The arrested persons, Mo-
hammed Amer Shakee! Ahmad
Shaikh, 30, Sayyad Zuber Say-
yad Anwar, 26 and Mchammed
Muzaffer Mohammad Tanvir,
24, were brought to Mumbai
and produced before a magist-
rate. They were remanded to
police custody till May 24.

A visibly beaming Mr. Patil,
who holds the Honge portfolio,

A A W w”

S
G‘/ ‘A"r

ar%nounced a special award of
Rs. 5 lakh to the ATS and said
that this is the fourth time the
ATS had caught terrorists with
weapons and explosive before
they could mount an attack. He
felicitated the ATS chief, A.P.
Raghuvanshi and other officers
“for very big success.”

The Deputy Chief Minister
announced that two new ATS
would be raised and based at
Aurangabad and Nagpur in
view of rising incidence of ter-
rorism in the State. The ATS
was undermanned, he said, so
more personnel would be post-
ed to it and the squad would be
provided with better arms and
equipment.

e
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’ﬁvidence 0
Doda, Udha

Survivors identify mem
q/" 5/ » Survivors provide critical

Praveen Swami &(‘) A\ 0

UDHAMPUR: Jammu and Kashini
Police investigators say har
evidence has begun to emerge
that a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
unit carried out the April 30
massacre at the Lalon Galla
meadow near Basantgarh, in
which 13 shepherds were killed.

Investigators also registered

the first successes against the
LeT unit thought to have carried
out a simultaneous massacre in
the adjoining district of Doda. A
Pakistani LeT commander, so
far identified only by his nom de
guerre “Abu Talha,” was shot
dead near Bhaderwah, Chief
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad’s
constituency, in a joint oper-
ation by the police and the
Army.

Mohammad Siraj-ud-Din and
his son, Rukun-ud-Din, who sur-
vived the Lalon Galla massacre,
identified one of the terrorists as
Aijaz Ahmad, a long-standing
LeT operative who hails from
Raichak village, near Basant-
garh. They recognised Ahmad
when shown photographs of lo-
cal terrorists known to be oper-
ating with the LeT’s mainly
Pakistani cadre.

- information on Laion

Galia attack

» Three terrorists
surrounded by security
fz;gorces in Somoli forests

Siraj-ud-Din and Rukun-ud-
Din were kidnapped with the 13
Hindu shepherds, but released
after the terrorists established
their religious identity. They
then reported the kidnapping to
the police. Sources said they
subsequently cooperated with
investigators, providing critical
information on the attack.

Police and Army authorities
were optimistic of engaging the
terrorists who carried out the
Lalon Galla killings after sight-
ing them in a high-altitude for-
est near Basantgarh. However,
the dense forest made it difficult
to encircle the group. “We shall
continue tracking the terror-
ists,” said Udhampur Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Rajesh
Yadav, “however long it takes.”

Lashkar commander shot
In Doda, however, the oper-

THE HINDY

&aéhkar role in
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mpur massacres

ber of group that carried out killings

ations registered some success,
with the possible elimination ot
“Abu Talha,” the division com-
mander believed to have or-
dered the massacres. He was
killed in a brief exchange of fire
on the fringes of the Somoli for-
ests in Bhaderwah, while three
other members of his group are
thought to be trapped in a
cordon.

While conclusive identifica-
tion has not been possible, in-
telligence sources confirmed
that a cellphone found on the
body of the killed terrorist had
been used by “Abu Talha” in past
months. Officials said the phone,
one of several used by the LeT
commander to issue orders to
over-ground supporters as well
threats to the Lashkar’s oppo-
nents, had been monitored for
the past several months.

Still unclear

However, it was still unclearif
the terrorists now surrounded
had a direct role in the massacre
of 19 villagers at the mountain
hamlet of Kulhand, in Doda.
Survivors said that six men, in-
cluding one who spoke the local
dialect, had carried out the kill-
ings.




~To Qaida
<p10tter held
in Pakistan

Kabul A top Al Qaida strate-
gist with a $5 million bounty on
his head and followers from
Afghanistan to Europe has been
captured in Pakistan, a US law
enforcement official confirmed.

Mustafa Setmarian Nasar,
who once wrote a 1,600-page
autobiographical book on
ways to attack Islam’s enemies,
has been flown out of the coun-
try after being interrogated by
Pakistani and American au-
thorities, Pakistani officials
said on Tuesday. They did not
specify where he was taken.

Terror analysts said
Nasar’s capture has dealt a
blow to Al Qaida and other mil-
itant movements he aided
through his virulent anti-West-
ern writings and weapons
training. His movements have
been traced to Sudan,
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria
and two European capitals.

Nasar, a 47-year-old Syri-
an-Spanish national, was
seized in the southwestern
Pakistani city of Quetta in No-
vember 2005, said the Ameri-
can official, who declined to
be identified because of the
sensitivity of the issue. Nasar
was arrested in a sting opera-
tion, which sparked a gunfight
in which one person was
killed, the official said.

The raid apparently took
place on November 1. At the
time, Pakistani officials said
they had captured two possi-
ble Al Qaida suspects and a
third man with ties to a Pak-
istani extremist group. Intel-
ligence officials had said they
were investigating whether
one of the suspects was Nasar.

Nasar, an Islamic ideologue
wanted by American and
Spanish authorities for terror-
related activities, “may have
been turned-over to the US”

after his capture, the Ameri-
can official said late last week.
He would not say where Nasar
may have been sent, and US
officials in Washington de-
clined to comment on Tuesday:

Pakistani and American of-
ficials have long been tight-
lipped on the status of Nasar,
described by the US Justice
Department as a former train-
er at Osama bin Laden’s
camps in Afghanistan who

Mustafa Setmarian Nasar

helped teach extremists to use
poisons and chemicals before
the US-led invasion of this
country after the September
11, 2001 attacks.

The Syrian native’s dual cit-
izenship—he was marriedtoa
Spanish woman— and his
Western appearance made him
difficult to find. When he grew
out his beard, Nasar—whose
aliases ranged from Abu Musab
AlSuri to Blond Blond— blend-
ed into Islamic society.

He was believed to be in
Afghanistan at the time of the
9/11 attacks, which he says were
predicted by the Prophet Mo-
hammed as events leading to
victory for Islam. “The duty of
jihad is a must until the end of
days,’ he wrote, ap s
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Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizb ul-Mujahideen cadre principal suspects
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TERROR VICTIM: A victim of the militant attack being taken to hospital in Jammu on Monday. Thirty five persons were killed in two separate

strikes in Udhampur and Doda districts. - PHOTO: REUTERS

Praveen Swami and Luv Puri -

DODA / UDHAMPUR: At least 35
Hindu villagers were killed in
separate communal terror
strikes in the districts of Doda
and Udhampur, northeast of the
city of Jammu, in the worst sin-
gle night of violence since 2000.

Twenty two residents of the
mountain hamlets of Kulhand
and Tharva, including a three-
year-old girl, were shot dead
outside their homes late on Sun-
day night. A further 13 shep-
herds were shot dead north of
the Lalon Galla, a high-altitude
meadow above the town of Ba-
santgarh. Sources said ten survi-
vors of the killings in Kulthand
and Tharva were in a critical

condition.

Witnesses told The Hindu
that terrorists surrounded Kul-
hand and Tharva at around 11
p-m. on Sunday. Men from some
40 adjacent buildings were or-
dered to gather at the home of
Gopi Chand, the village head-
man. Once there, the victims
were made a queue, and then
fired on with assault rifles at
point-blank range. The terror-
ists continued to fire until their
ammunition was exhausted.

Hours before the killing began
in Kulhand and Tharva, a sep-
arate terrorist unit rounded up a

group of shepherds who had tak-.

en their herds up to the pastures
cn phe high mountains, a com-
mao: practice in the summer.

Two men, Siraj-ud-Din and his
son Rukun-ud-Din, were re-
leased by the terrorists after es-
tablishing  their  religious
identity, but the other 13 were
then marched into the adjoining
forests and shot.

Officials believe the Lashkar-
e-Taiba, which has carried out
over a dozen major communal
massacres in the Jammu region
in recent years, most likely exe-
cuted both attacks, acting with
the assistance of local cadre of
the Hizb ul-Mujahideen. Ac-
cording to the testimony of Si-
raj-ud-Din, two of the men who
executed the Lalon Galla mas-
sacre spoke Kashmiri, while the
rest used Punjabi — a language
often used by the Lashkar’s Pa-

kistani cadre.

Both Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad have condemned the kill-
ings, which most observers be-
lieve were directed at derailing
the peace process. Similar serial
communal massacres had taken
place on August 1, 2000, to un-
dermine a ceasefire declared by
pro-dialogue leaders in the Hizb
ul-Mujahideen. One hundred
people had been killed on that
occasion.

CRPF headquarters
attacked

UNI reports from Srinagar:
Militants on Monday attacked a
Central Reserve Police Force

(CRPF) battalion headquarter
here.

A CRPF spokesman told UNI
that militants hurled a hand gre-
nade at the CRPF headquarter,
set up in Shiraz cinema at Kha-
nyar in downtown Srinagar at
about 3.40 p.m.

The blast was followed by
heavy firing, he said.

Shopkeepers in the area fled
for safety, leaving their shops
open. Traffic on the road leading
to the Hazratbal shrine was also
suspended for about an hour.

A report from Baramulla said
one labourer was killed and
three injured when an Impro-
vised Explosive Device (IED) ex-
ploded in north Kashmir on
Monday, official sources said.



- Qaida tapes rey“e/al
cracks in leadership

David Johnston &
Mark Mazzetti f\ UJV

Washington: The broadcasts
last week by three of the
world’s best-known terrorist
leaders shared at least one
common goal, American in-
telligence officials say. They
sought to embarrass the West
by showing the terrorists
were still able to communi-
cate with their followers, de-
spite the intensive efforts to
capture or kill them and the
$25-million bounty that is on
each of their heads.

But the officials inter-
viewed on Sunday also said the
messages of the three men:
Osama bin Laden, Ayman Al
Zawahiri and Abu Musab Al
Zargawi show the differing

0
(1" ON A SHAKY WICKET

The broadcasts last week by three
world’s best known terrorists show the
_differing motives and political interests of Al
Qaida’s leadership. The State Department’s
annual survey of global terrorism, issued on
Friday, has described the insurgency in Iraq as

increasingly fractured

motives and political interests

A

of the

of Al Qaida’s leadership.

Though messages from the
three leaders have never be-
fore surfaced in the same
week, the officials said there
was no evidence the men co-
ordinated the timing of the
release of the statements or
collaborated on the language
used in them.

Zargawi, the leader of a
terrorist group in Iraq that
has allied itself with Al Qai-
da, used his message to as-
sert his primacy as a leader
within the insurgency in Irag
and perhaps beyond, the of-
ficials said.

Bin Laden and Zawahiri
both of whom have dimin-
ished control over terrorist
operations seemed to be try-
ing to position themselves as
the inspirational voices of a
broader militant movement.

Some intelligence experts
said the tapes were likely to
fuel the belief that Bin Laden
and Zarqawi were emerging

as rivals for pre-eminence
within Al Qaida. Although
Zargawi pledged loyalty to Bin
Laden in 2004 and referred to
him in his most recent video-
tape as “our prince”, there was
little else in his fiery message
to suggest he was operating
under orders from Bin Laden.

While analysts are con-
tinuing to pore over the mes-
sages looking for hints of code
words, phrasing or images
that might be a signal of a fu-
ture terrorist attack or yield
clues to where or when the
messages were created, the of-
ficials said the broadcasts had
not yet furnished fresh evi-
dence that might help the
hunt for the terrorist leaders.

The officials, including
some with access to highly
classified intelligence on
counter-terrorism issues,
were given anonymity to
speak more freely about deli-
cate information.

American officials said

Zardawi’s 34-minute video
was the most surprising of
the three statements. In the
video, Zarqawi claimed re-
sponsibility for the hotel
bombings last November in
Amman, Jordan. Intelligence
officials have said such claims
of responsibility are an ef-
fective fund-raising tool.

Zargawi’s video was shown
two days after an audio mes-
sage by Bin Laden was broad-
cast by Al Jazeera.

Then on Friday, a video by
Zawahiri surfaced on the in-
ternet. Zawahiri, who is Bin
Laden’s chief deputy and is
also regarded as one of his
spokesmen, seemed to be as-
serting himself as the most
aggressive presence within
Al Qaida.

The State Department’s
annual survey of global ter-
rorism, issued on Friday, de-
scribed the insurgency in
Iraq as increasingly frac-
tured. Nyt NEws SERVICE

THE T’MFS OF N

%

02 My ™

r
~
-~



Terror group threatens
to ‘slaughter’ Fatah. .

| \ top echelon 4y

JERUSALEM, APRIL 30"

SECURITY has been beefed up
for the Fatah leadership, including
Palcsﬁman Authority (PA) Chair-
man Niahmoud Abbas, after an un-
known group claiming

The leaflet specifically men-
tioned names of five Abbas loyal-
ists—Muhammad Dahlan, Yasser
Abed Rabbo, Samir Mashharawi,
Nabil Amr and Abu Ali Shaheen,
who it said would soon be “slaugh-
tered” as apostates.

The threats have

affiliation to Al-Qaeda
distributed  leaflets
here threatening to
“slaughter” them, a |
media report said.
“We hereby declare
that we have begun op-

prompted PA security
forces to take strict
measures to guaran-
tee the safety of the
leaders, including
Abbas whose villa in
; Ramallah has been

erating in Palestine,”
the leaflet distributed
in the name of Al-Tawhid and jihad

" said heaping praises on Al-Qaeda
head Osama bin Laden and Abu
Musab Zargawi.

“We have decided to revive the
Sunnah (one of the sources of Islamic
jurisprudence) of slaughter against
these people to avoid dissension,” the
Jerusalem Post quoted the leaflet circu-
lated in Gaza as saying,

INDIAN EXPRESS

Fatah Inslgnla

cordoned off.

This is the first
time the group, believed to be
headed by Jordanian terrorist Zar-
qawi, has issued a leaflet in Gaza.

A Hamas spokesman denied any
connection to the threats, saying they
did not believe Al-Qaeda had setup
cells in Gaza. “Hamas does not have
any links with Al-Qaeda,” govern-
ment spokesman Ghazi Hamad was
quoted by the daily as saying,

~
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Tallban kills Indian en

Qo G
Did Not Have Negotlatlons

v~ In Their Agenda

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Taliban claimed yet an-
other Indian on Sunday, killing and be-
heading telecom engineer K Surya-
narayana, less than 48 hours after ab-
ducting him from Zabul province on the
main highway linking Kabul to Kanda-
har, This is the second killing by the Tal-
iban of an Indian in Afghanistan in the

past four months.

Suryanarayana (41)
was working for a
Bahrain company, Al
Moayed, which is cur-
rently undertaking a proj-
ect for Roshan Telecom,
an Afghan mobile tele-
phone service provider.
His beheaded body was
found on the road be-
tween Qalat and Ghazni
on Sunday morning. He
is survived by his aged
parents, wife and three
children aged between 5
and 13.

The Taliban spokes-
man, Qari Yousef Mo-
hammed, told news agen-
cies in Kabul that Surya-
narayana’s death was
“unintentional”. Inter-
estingly, there have been
at least three voices
which identify them-
selves as Mohammed,
said sources. Initial re-
ports said Suryanarayana
was killed while trying to
escape. But this was
quickly disproved by the
fact that the body was
found beheaded, an old
Taliban tactic.

‘Foreign
Shyam Saran said: “Sux-
" yanarayana was brutally
murdered even before the
MEA team landed in Kab-
! ul this morning, It is ob-
! vious that the kidnappers
were not interested in ne-
gotiating for his release
but had premeditated his
killing. The outrageous
demand that all Indians

should leave Afghanistan within 24 hours
testifies to the real motivation behind this
act of terror

The first reports came from the police

patrol of the area which found the body.

secretary -

TALIBAN TOLL

Around 1,400 people
killed in Afghanistan just
since january 1, 2006

® PMurliand G
Vardharai, employed in a
uS-funded $270-million
road project, abducted on
December 6, 2003,
Fortunately, they were
released on December 24

@ Telecommuncations
engineer Sanjeev, working
for the Afghan Wireless
Company, shot dead on
November 8, 2003

® BRO driver
Maniyappan Raman
¥atty abducted on
November 19, 2005. His*
body found on November

" 23, 2005

¢ Bharat Kumar, an
engineer with a Turkish
firm, among four killed in a
bomb blast in Farah on
February 7, 2006

A police spokesman said: “This morning,
adriver from an area called Karez-e-Has-
san, where the Indian engineer was kid-
napped, came to us and informed us of a
dead body. We went to the area and found
the body of the Indian engineer behead-
ed in a bag.” The Taliban spokesperson
was quoted as saying: “The Indian engi-

neer was in a room with
one guard. He attacked
the guard, punched him
and went running out of
the building as another
mujahideen shot him
dead.” Ahmadi said the
Taliban’s council of lead-
ers was “saddened” by
the incident, as New Del-
hi had shown its will-
ingness to negotiate for
Suryanarayana’s release.
“We are sorry. The lead-
ing council had decided
to extend the deadline for
another 24 hours since
the Indian side had
showed gestures that
they were ready tonego-
tiate,” the Taliban
spokesman said.

The Taliban had set 7
pim, Sunday; as the dead-
line for India to pull out
all its people from proj-
ects in Afghanistan. In-
dians are deeply involved
in the reconstruction
process in the war-torn
country and are working
in infrastructure, tele-
com, roads, hospitals,
schools, radio and TV
and even in building the
Afghan parliament.

In Hyderabad, Surya-
narayana’s family was in-
consolable, shocked into
profound grief as they
watched the breaking
news of his deathon TV,
almost minutes after his
wife Manjula returned
from meeting chief min-
ister Y S Rajasekhara
Reddy, who reassured her

of the government’s help.
The AP CM has announced Rs 5 lakh

compensation and a job for the family,

since Suryanarayana was the sole earn-
ing member. This came after Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh called Reddy and
asked him to take care of the family.

Family

Manishd ottom right) an

embers of griave W % ty?n‘e Mamula {centre right), daughters Anisha ( ),
son Saf

Teja grieve the death of K Suryanarayana in Hyd

d on

Sunday. Taliban militants said they shot Suryanarayana dead as he tried to escape.

Condemning the killing, the PM’s media ad-
viser said: “The PM has expressed grief and
sorrow and has asked the nation to remain
united in the fight against terrorism.” Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam joined in, calling it
“highly condemnable”. Saran blamed the Tal-
iban and “its sponsors” for the “dastardly and
inhuman act of terror...which has resulted in
the tragic and untimely death of an innocent
Indian citizen, who, like many of our other
compatriots, had been making a contribution
in Afghanistan’s reconstruction”.

In Kabul, President Hamid Karzai con-
demned the killing and ordered the security
forces to hunt down those responsible. “The en-

emies of Afghanistan...want to stop Afghanistan
from developing and standing on its own feet.”

Karzai’s statement comes days after he in-
vited the Taliban back into Afghan mainstream
in a reconciliatory gesture. But as recently as
a few months ago, Karzai blamed the resur-
gence of Taliban and Al Qaida on Pakistan and
even exchanged heated words with Pervez
Musharraf on the subject.

Reiterating India’s stand on the Taliban,
Saran said: “The government of India regards
Taliban a terrorist organisation and calls upon
the international community to recognise its
true colours and join hands together to defeat
this scourge to humanity”

gineer

‘He went
there for a
few dollars

more’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: Gloom engulfec
the Hyderabad home of slair
Indian  engineer—Surya

narayana, with his family
members hoping against hope
that something positive will
happen before the Taliban
deadline and that the techni-
cian will be released without
harm.

When wife K Manjula
heard in the morning news
that a decapitated body was
found near Kandahar, she col-
lapsed in the living room of
their modest house in East
Anandbagh area.

“I thought something could
be done before the deadline.
How could this happen to us?”
she kept murmuring as tears
welled up her eyes. “How will
1 bring up my children?” she
constantly muttered.

Manjula had been up the
whole night, glued to the TV,
imagining that the news of her
husband being released un-
harmed by the Taliban would
be flashed across the screen.
She had been without any food
ever since the news of her hus-
band’s abduction became pub-
lic on Saturday morning.

However, with her worse
fears being confirmed, Man-
jula’s health worsened and
soon doctors had to be sum-
moned to check her blood pres-

sure and heart condition. Ansm

ambulance was put on stand-
by to meet any emergency.
By evening, family elders
forced Manjula to eat some-
thing. She relented when they
told her: “How will you take
care of your fatherless chil-
dren, if you don't take care of
yourself.” The three chil-
dren—daughters Anisha (13),
Manisha (9) and Satya Teja
(5)—were wailing the whole
day, mindful of the tragedy
that had unfolded. But once
the TV cameras started pry-
ing and the VIP rush began,
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Indonesia, UK. to ,
combat terrorismg Y

JAKARN ritain and Indone51a, the
world’s most populous Muslim na-

~tion, will increase cooperation

against terrorism and improve un-
derstanding between the Islamic and
non-Islamic worlds, the countries’
leaders said on Thursday.

Indonesian President Susilo Bam-
bang Yudhoyono and visiting British
Prime Minister Tony Blair were
speaking to reporters after two-way
discussions and joint talks with Is-
lamic leaders and scholars.

Britain is moving to normalise de-
fence ties with Indonesia and
launching an initiative to combat Is-

. lamic extremism during Mr. Blair's

24-hour visit to the sprawling archi-
pelago of 220 million people, 85 per
cent of them Muslims. ‘

“We want in defence terms now to
treat Indonesia as it should be, as our
friend and our ally,” Mr. Blair said,
“and in respect of counter-terrorism
... we are going to work closely to-
gether.”

British officials said this would al-
low moves such as joint exercises or
exchanging military observers. De-
fence relations had been at a lower
level because of Indonesia’s author-
itarian past.

Mr. Blair’s visit, the first by a Brit-
ish Prime Minister in 21 years, seals
an improvement in relations be-
tween the countries, both of which
have been targets of Islamic militant
bombings, and marks British recog-
nition of Indonesia’s shift to democ-
racy. — Reuters

THE HINDU




‘A terrorist organisation rises again

Praveen Swami

MARCH 17 encounter in Ahmedabad
shows that the Pakistan-based Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen, until recently thought

o be defunct, has been reborn from the

ashes and has joined the growing Islamist terror
campaign against India. A register in the Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen’s office in Islamabad lists the
names of those who gave their lives for its cause:
238 men who were killed fighting, the forces of
first the Soviet Union and then the United States
in Afghanistan, and another 433 in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Earlier this month, a clerk at the Harkat office
may have added a new entry to the list of coun-
tries against which the terrorist organisation
had gone to war — and then written the names of
the first men to die in this campaign.

On March 17, police in Ahmedabad shot dead
Sialkot resident Imran Shehzad Bhatti, the com-
mander of the first Harkat terror cell to attempt
strikes against India outside of Jammu and
Kashmir. Bhatti, who had earlier served for
three years as a field commander in Jammu and
Kashmir, died along with his lieutenant Moham-
mad ‘Furkan’ Igbal, who hailed from Karachi,
and two long-standing ethnic-Kashmiri Harkat
operatives, Mohammad Ayub Butt and Mudassir
Rather, both from the apple-growing region of
Shopian.

Last summer, Bhatti had been given charge of
building a new house for the Harkat: a house
from which it could wage war across India. Bhat-
ti, Indian counter-intelligence officials have
found, travelled across much of India, scouring
towns for both recruits and base. He seems to
have had morte than a little success in this en-
terprise. FroM Punjab, for example, the Harkat
commandey &n succeeded in purchasing for
himself f&i documents that identified him as a
policeman serving in the State’s vigilance
organisation.

Much of Bhatti’s network was set up by Butt, a
fruit trader from the village of Laddi, near Shop-
ian in southern Kashmir, Butt’s brother, Yakub,
had served for several years with the Jaish-e-
Mohammad, before being shot dead in an en-
counter last year. Although he worked closely
with Bhatti’s south Kashmir Harkat group,
Butt’s apparently unremarkable life helped him
stay off the radar of the Jammu and Kashmir

CARTOONSCAPE

{

The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen’s revival makes it
clear that Pakistan’s Islamist armies have no
intention of joining in a détente with India that
promises them only their obliteration.

police. His fruit business, however, would be
critical to Bhatti’s plans to expand the Harkat’s
terror capabilities.

Travelling with Butt on his visits to fruit mar-
kets across India, Bhatti was introduced to some
of the businessman’s associates as a friend — and
to an inner circle by the nom de guerre ‘Azaan,’
the term Muslims use for the call to prayer at
mosques. One of Butt’s contacts in Punjab
helped the Harkat commander obtain his fake
identification; others provided homes and refer-
ences to right-wing clerics in New Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bangalore, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, and at
least half-a-dozen smaller cities.

By late last year, the basic elements of Bhatti’s
new network were falling in place. Igbal, who
had long been one of the Harkat commander’s
most trusted lieutenants, was able to make con-
tact with newly recruited associates in New Del-
hi, Goa, Gwalior, Agra, and Kota. Like Bhatti
himself, Igbal travelled posing as a businessman
linked to Butt’s fruit business, using fake identi-
fication — in this case, a driver’s licence obtained
from the Yashwantpur Regional Transport Of-
fice in north Bangalore, issued against a false
address.

A house of war

For his part, Rather succeeded in obtaining
admission to a madrassa near the southern Guj-
arat town of Valsad, on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
route both Bhatti and Butt were now regularly
using. Investigators have found that at least
three seminaries in the State rejected the ethnic
Kashmiri’s application to study there, unim-
pressed by his credentials. The fourth, however,
proved less suspicious of Rather’s claims that he
wished to become a cleric. Soon afterwards, in
January, Bhatti rented the Ahmedabad
apartment.

Bhatt’s Harkat cell now had ahome, soon to be
stocked with explosives and weapons. Days after

the house was rented, Butt told his parents he
was going to close a fruit deal. He never return-
ed. His worried family filed a missing persons
report later that month, but the Jammu and
Kashmir police had no success in locating Butt —
until, that is, the morning of March 18, when
photographs of the four terrorists killed in Ah-
medabad reached the police headquarters in
Srinagar.

Jammu and Kashmir police officials had been
increasingly concerned about the Harkat’s re-
birth long before those photographs arrived.
Late last year, investigators had learned that a
new commander, operating under the code-
name ‘Talha,” had been despatched across the
Line of Control to rebuild the group’s apparatus.
The commander, they discovered, had hidden
out in the Bandipora forests in northern Kash-
mir, before moving to a safe house in Srinagar.

Weeks of work finally led the Jammu and
Kashmir police’s crack Special Operations
Group to a small shop in Srinagar’s Soura area.
Local residents thought the shop, which special-
ised in embroidering woollen shawls and cloaks,
was owned by an Urdu-speaking migrant from
Uttar Pradesh. Officers of the Special Operations
Group, however, had learned he was a long-
standing Harkat operative named Mohammad
Shehzad, a resident of Sialkot in Pakistan — the
man who called himself “Tatha.’

On December 21, a brief fire fight outside the
shop led to Shehzad’s death — and to the uncov-
ering of a sophisticated communications centre
equipped with satellite phones. Before the week
was out, however, the Harkat appointed a suc-
cessor. Abdul Qadir Mughal, a resident of Raw-
lakot in Pakistan-administered Jammu and
Kashmir, was given charge of the networks
Shehzad had begun to build. Mughal’s term in
office proved remarkably short, though: before
dawn on January 1, he was shot dead.

Several second-rung Harkat commanders
were eliminated as a consequence of these
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strikes targeting the terrorist ordanisation’s top
leadership. Mohammad Igbal Khan, the Pakista-
ni national who was ordered to succeed Mughal,
was shot dead by police in Baramulla. So too was
Azad Ahmad Bhatti, a Harkat commander from
the Pakistani city of Multan who had served as
the terrorist group’s division commander in
southern Kashmir for over five years.

As investigators interrogated suspects de-
tained during these operations, the scale of the
Harkat’s plans became clear. Between January
14 and February 18, at least nine Jammu and
Kashmir residents were arrested on charges of
helping the Harkat. Each member of the net-
work had been assigned a specific task aimed at
providing key operatives cover identities. Pul-
wama resident Mohammad Yunus Mir, for ex-
ample, had applied for Indian passports for the
Harkat’s key commanders, using fake names and
photographs.

But why should the Harkat’s revival be of
particular concern? Answers lie in the special
place the outfit has in the history of Islamist
terrorism. Until 1984, the Harkat-ul-Jihad Isla-
mi was the largest clerical organisation engaged
in the U.S.-funded jihad against the Soviet Union
in Afghanistan. After the death of its founder,
Maulana Mohammad Irshad, the HuJI began to
disintegrate. Maulana Qari Saifullah’s succes-
sion as the HuJI's supreme leader led his oppo-
nents to form the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen.

Under Maulana Fazl-ur-Rahman Khalil, the
Harkat dramatically increased its presence in
both Afghanistan and Jammu and Kashmir. Fac-
tional disputes with the HuJI, however, contin-
ued to be a serious concern. In June 1993, a
committee of clerics arranged for both orga-
nisations to merge into a new group, the Harkat-
ul-Ansar. Maulana Azhar Masood Alvi, the ter-
rorist released from jail in return for the lives of
the hostages on Indian Airlines flight 814 in
1999, was one of the key figures in this new
group.

The HuA gained international attention when
it kidnapped European and American hostages
in 1994 and 1995, in murderous efforts to secure
Azhar Masood’s release. In 1997, the U.S. de-
clared the HuA a terrorist organisation, which
led the group to resume calling itself the Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen. A year later, the U.S. fired mis-
siles at two Harkat-run camps in Afghanistan.
The hijacking of IC 814, however, demonstrated
that its capabilities had not been diminished.

Ironically, however, Azhar Masood’s first ac-
tion on his return to Pakistan was to found a new
organisation, the Jaish-e-Mohammad. Much of
the Harkat’s cadre defected to the new group,
which also took over its offices and financial
assets. Matters came to a head in 2001, when the
Harkat provided support to the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan against the U.S. By 2003, both the
Harkat and the Jaish had lost their primacy to
the Lashkar, which did not challenge Pakistan’s
new pro-U.S. stance in Afghanistan.

Now, though, it seems clear that the Harkat is
being reborn from the ashes it was reduced to by
the events of September 11, 2001, and the U.S’
war in Afghanistan. Indian intelligence officials
estimate that of the 240-o0dd terrorists who have
crossed the LoC since the Kashmir earthquake
in October 2005, upwards of 80 belong to the
Harkat. If these figures are accurate, it would
suggest that the group is rivalled, in terms of
cadre recently pumped into Jammu and Kash-
mir, only by the Lashkar.

Does this rebirth have state patronage? It has
become clear in recent weeks that Pakistan Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf finds himself in increas-
ing conflict with some of his one-time allies,
notably Islamist hardliners in the Lashkar. As
such, Pakistan's covert services could be throw-
ing their weight behind the Harkat as a counter-
weight. On the other hand, the Harkat revival
could be part of a generalised Islamist offensive
leading into the 2007 elections in Pakistan, in
which pro-jihad clerical parties hope to acquire
power. What is clear, though, is this: Pakistan’s
Islamist armies have no intention of joining in a
détente with India that promises them only their
obliteration.



Pollce say the four were plannlng to target WIPs, the publlc
and religious places. AP photo

Four Harkat men on
S<VVIP trail killed in

AHMEDABAD,MARCH 17

.\ Gujarat encounter

“IEXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

when police asked the four
men to surrender, the neigh-
bours said they heard not

IN a pre-dawn encounter, more than five bullets being
the Ahmedabad police today ~ fired and that the encounter
shotdead fourmenreportedly  lasted barely 30 seconds.
having links with the Kashmir- ~ Joint Commissioner of Po-
based Harkat-ul-Mujahideen  lice (Crime) P P Pande was
on the outskirts of the city. vague when asked about the

The Crime Branch didnot  identity of the four. “TFhey be-
identify the four youths, but  longed to the norttiland sur-
said their objective scemedto  rounding regidns. Adl four
have been to “establish a ter-  were below 38 years ‘of age
rornetwork and target VVIPs,  andwe are yet toeonfirm their
public and religious places”. identities,” Pandgéaid. - .-

The encounter, which took He added that prima facie it
place around 3aminahouse  appeared the mendelénged
near Vatva, left aconstablein-  to the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen.
jured. Allfour menwerealive ~ “Their objective appears to
when taken to hospital but  have been to establish terror
died later. links and a netwark to target

The Crime Branch, which

F -led the operation, said it -had

also recovered four pistols,
some ammunition, detona-

5 4 Harkat men shot"’

Pohce said they had received atip-off ~The four appear to have bee

VVIPs, the public ang reli-
gious places. We think they
were also trying to recruit
youngsters,” Pande said.

" tors, three mobile phones Officials said that after the
(twowithlocal SIMcardsand  recent Varanasi blasts and the
'oneroaming) andaplastichag RDX blast at Ahmedabad
containing some explosive railway station, vigilance had
material, with ‘Mission Kash-  been stepped up in the city.
mir’ printed onit. “Jehadi” lit-  Crime Branch officials said
erature and Rs 1 lakh cash  they were investigating if the
were reportedly also foundin  four militants had a hand in
oneroom. _ the Varanasi and Ahmedabad

Incidentally, while police stationblasts.
claim there was a gunbattle » CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ng

that armed militants had rented a two-
bedroom house in Ganga Row House
Society, near Vinzol railway station. Ac-
cording to police, the four moved into
the colony almost three months back,
renting the house with the help of secu-
rity guard Dineshbhai.

The house was empty today except
for four mattresses, a pot and a bucket in
the kitchen. Pistols allegedly used by the
men to fire at police and empty shells
were strewn all over the two bedrooms.

when police raided the place early
morning.

Neighbours, who woke up to the gun-
fire, said they didn’t know much about
the fouryouths as they left early morning
and returned very late in the night.

Shams Parvez, the builder of the
colony who rented out the house, also
claimed to know little.

“I rented the house on the guard’s
recommendation since he brought
them to me,” Parvez said.

e

18 MAR 2006 INDIAN EXPRESS



SEGRUFL A

" 4 te/}jrorlsts

shot dead in
Ahmedabad

Varanasi Blast Lmk Not Ruled Out

TimEs NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Four terror-
ists, suspected to be of
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, were
killed in a police encounter
early on Friday. Four police-
men were injured in the op-
eration. Gujarat police
sources said two of the mili-
tants were from Pakistan
while the rest have roots in
Kashmir.

This is the first module of
this terrorist outfit to be
busted outside it’s usual re-
gion of operation—Kashmir
and Himachal Pradesh. The
operation was carried out by
the Ahmedabad crime
branch on basis of a tip-off
from central intelligence
agencies.

At 3 am a quiet locality of
Vatva, next to railway tracks
in Vinzol, got a rude awaken-
ing with the crossfire be-
tween the terrorists and the
cops. Teams of crime branch
headed by assistant commis-
sioner of police G L Singhal
opened covering fire for an-
other team to break into the
Ganga row house, where the
terrorists were holed up.

Four automatic pistols
with some magazines, about
1 kg of pale-yellow explosive
substance that the police be-
lieve could be RDX, an IED
and a detonator were recov-
ered from the encounter
spot.

Crime branch officials

also did not rule out the pos-
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sibility of this terrorist
module being linked to the
Ahmedabad and Varanasi
blasts. Police sources say
that names of at least three
of the gunned down terror-
ists figure in the list of most
wanted terrorists in Kash-
mir.

“Photographs of the ter-
rorists have been sent to cen-
tral police agencies to con-
firm their identities,” said
joint commissioner of po-
lice, crime, P P Pandey.

Forensic officials said that
the explosive substance re-
covered could also be potas-
sium chlorate or potassium
nitrate. “The substance has
to be chemically analysed to
ascertain the type of explo-
sive,” said forensic officials.

“Some pamphlets, book-
lets in Urdu and a CD of je-
hadi literature were recov-
ered from the house. Three
mobile phones, cash worth
Rs 1.21 lakh, some sensitive
documents and a telephone
diary have also been seized,”
said DCP (crime), Manoj
Sashidhar.

Crime branch officials
caught up with the mili-
tants, who were planning a
terrorist strike like blasts or
VIP killings. “Our intelli-
gence inputs led us to the
gang hiding in Vatva. The
team first cordoned off the
house and then asked them
to surrender. The militants
opened fire in reply and we
fired back,” said Pandey.
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Press Trust of India

VARANASI, March 12. — The two
persons, who were detained by Uttar
Pradesh police in connection with the
twin blasts here, were freed today
after eye-witnesses failed to identify
them, official sources here said.

Ali and Ansar, whose faces resem-
hled the 'sketches of the suspects
released by police, were paraded a
number of times before the two wit-
nesses at a hotel in the temple town
yesterday, the sources said.

After the identification parade, the
two eye-witnesses said they were not
the same persons who had allegedly
kept a bag containing the bomb at
Godaulia market on 7 March.

The two, along with six others, were
picked up from a marketplace in
Hardoi on - Friday  evening.
Shopkeepers of Godaulia market
were called to the hotel to identify the
two suspects.

Both Ali and Ansar have been
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asked to report to the pohce about
the movement and not to leave the
place without prior information of the
police, they said.

Police had prepared the sketches
on the basis of information provided
by the shopkeepers who had watched
the movements of the suspects.
Hardoi police station in-charge Mr
VK Mishra said the two had booked
rooms in the rest house where they
had checked in on Thursday in the
name of Javed, a resident of Dulaipur
in Jaunpur district.

Pakistan-based militant outfit
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba today denied its
involvement in last week’s Varanasi
blasts and said it had no connection
with those arrested in Uttar Pradesh
and Goa. “The blasts at Varanasi
were aimed at defaming ‘jehad’ in
Kashmir,” LeT spokesman Mr Abu
Huzaifa told Kashmir News Service, a
local news agency, in Srinagar.

He claimed that the blasts at public
places in the country, including
Jammu and Kashmir, were being
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engmecrcd by “Indian secret agen-
cies”. “We have no hand in such acts,
the spokesman said. The LcT
spokesman also denied that thosc
arrested in Uttar Pradesh and Goa -
had any connection with the outfit. .

The LeT statement comes four
days after a hitherto unknown group |
Lashkar-e-Qahab owned responsibili-
ty for the twin blasts in Varanasi. A
caller introducing himself as a -
spokesman of the outfit, Abu Feroz,
contacted a private TV channel in
Srinagar and claimed his outfit was
responsible for the twin blasts. .

The arrest of a militant in Goa has .
foiled plans of Pakistan-based mili-
tant groups to carry out terror strikes
in the tourist’state, similar to the 2002
Bali blasts in Indonesia. officials
sources said in Delhi today.

The militant, Tarique Jalal, was .
tasked by his masters from across -
the border to create “slecping cells”
in Goa to enable ultras to_attack
hotels and other places, fecquented
by foreigners.



Bomb defused, terror,
stalks Mumbai & Go_f/x
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HT Correspondent
Mumbai, March 11

A DAY before the 13th anniversary of the Mum-
bai serial bomb blasts, a major terrorist strike
in the city was averted on Saturday with the
timely detection of two kg of ammonium ni-
trate from Byculla railway station in central
Mumbai. Similar explosives were used to trig-
ger the blasts in Varanasi.

Mumbai Police’s Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS)
on Saturday morning defused components of
an ‘incomplete’ IED (improvised explosive de-
vice) — two kg of ammonium nitrate of explo-
sives grade — after having recovered the stuff
with other electronic components from a toilet
at Byculla railway station.

Police commissioner A.N. Roy told Hindustan
Times that an ATS team found an ‘incomplete’
IED package from the roof of a toilet block on
platform No. 1 between 9.45 am and 10 am.

“It was an incomplete IED, but had material
and other electronic parts that are necessary to
assemble and detonate an IED, which could
have been quickly assembled. When we found
it, it wasn’t in a position to be used”, Roy said.

“We have to find out who kept it at the rail-
way station”, Roy said. He clarified that nobody
had alerted the ATS.

But the railway police had a different story to
tell. “The Central Railway’s divisional control
room received a message at about 10.30 am
about a bomb in the gents public toilet at By-
culla station. The Government Railway Police
was immediately informed and they swung into
action”, A.K. Singh, PRO, Central Railway, told
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Cops defuse the bombs at Girgaum Chowpatty
HT. “We promptly cordoned off Byculla station
and stopped all movement of down trains on
platform No. 17, he added.

Goa too on the edge

POSSIBLE TERRORIST strikes at r
tourist locations in Goa, too, were prevented
with the arrest of a militant with explosives, in-
cluding one kg of RDX, and firearms from Mar-
gao railway station.

Identifying the militant as Tarique Jalal,
alias Tarique Batlo, DGP Neeraj Kumar said
the police recovered one kg of RDX, two Russ-
ian-made hand-grenades, two electronic deto-
nators, two cameras, a;mobile phone and a CD
from him after his arrest on Friday night.

The DGP said Tariq'was a member of Pakis-
tan-based group Tehrique-ul-Mujahiddin, whi-
ch works under Lashkhar-e-Tayyeba.

Varanasi blasts: Suspects paraded, p2
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Varanasi unfazed by terror attacks
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Manhunt On To Nab Culprlts, Temple Secu}?ty Beefed Up

Varanasi: Unfazed by overnight
blasts, people in large numbers
thronged the Sankat Mochan tem-
ple and the Cantonment Railway
Station on Wednesday morning as
the authorities launched a probe
and a vigorous manhunt to nab the
perpetrators of the dastardly act.

Security has been beefed up
across the city, specially in the
temple areas, with the deployment
of additional police and paramili-
tary personnel in the wake of
BJP-VHP-sponsored general
strike across the state.

Union home minister Shivraj
Patil, who visited the town late

2 LeT ultfis shot
dead in Delhi

New Delhi: Two suspected Lashkar-e-
Taiba terrorists were killed in an
encounter in north-west Delhi in the
wee hours of Wednesday. One of the
terrorists has been identified as
Ghulam Yazdani, who was linked to
several recent terror attacks, joint
commissioner (special cell) Karnal
Singh said. The terrorists were gunned
down in Bawana area by a team of
special cell sleuths in an encounter at
around 5.45 am. Some arms and a
vehicle have been recovered from
them, Singh said. agencies

Tuesday night along with Con-
gress President Sonia Gandhi,
said explosives hidden inside a
pressure cooker and a timer de-
vice were used to trigger the blast
at Sankat Mochan temple.

At least 20 people were Killed
and over 50 injured in the twin
blasts which UP principal secre-
tary (home) Alok Sinha said was

"™=the handiwork of terrorists. Call-

ing it a “very sad moment”, Gand-
hi asked people to maintain com-
munal harmony. She said that the
Centre and the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment would work jointly to

a

bring perpetrators of the blasts to
justice.

A Lashkar-e-Taiba militant,
suspected to be involved in the
conspiracy behind the blasts, was
killed in an encounter jointly car-
ried out by Uttar Pradesh Special
Task Force and Jammu and Kash-
mir Police in Gosaiganj area of
Lucknow.

Patil, in a statement to Parlia-
ment, said that the temple was tar-
geted to create communal tension
in the country. He said additional
forces— five companies (500 per-
sonnel) of Rapid Action Force and
10 companies (1000 personnel) of
PAC have been deployed in
Varanasi for maintaining peace
and public order.

Security across the country, es-
pecially at places of worship, was
tightened to ensure that there was
no communal flare up. Investiga-
tors, trying to collect evidence
form the blast site, found melted
parts of a pressure cooker in
which the bomb was kept.

Markets wore a deserted look
and educational institutions and
business establishment across the
city remained closed. Police re-
sorted to lathi-charge to disperse a
mob which showed black flags
when chief minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav visited the *city to
take stock of the situation.

Special squads were pressed
into service at the railway station
and passengers were subjected to
extensive checking before being
allowed in the station premises.
The blast at the hall of platform
number one was so powerful that
it completely destroyed the tourist
information centre, PCO booth
and the central enquiry counters.
The impact of the blast was such
that patches of cement from the
roof fell off and a three-foot crater
was formed on the floor.

The inflow of passengers was
comparatively less than on other
days, station master R S Dubey
said. Agencies
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Security personnel inspect the bomb blast site of Sankat Mochan
tempile in Varanasi on Thursday. Another piciure on
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Indian City Shaken by Temple Bombings
By SOMINI SENGUPTA

VARANASI, India, March 8 — Their hushed voices were drowned out by the howls of demonstrators.
Just a stone's throw away lay the gory wreckage of Tuesday's temple blast.

But inside a small square chamber on the compound of the Sankat Mochan temple on Wednesday
afternoon sat four men facing their monkey god and carrying out a job they had been paid to do:
chanting the name of a Hindu god as a prayer for a stranger who was sick.

"Om Sri Ram, jai Ram, jai jai Ram," the men muttered through the din and sensation. An interruption of
the incantation could not be allowed.

Modern terror more than interrupted the rhythm of this 400-year-old institution, as it did, in smaller
ways, the rhythm of daily life in this 2,500-year-old city. A pair of homemade bombs on Tuesday
evening tore through the Sankat Mochan temple and the nearby city railway station, killing at least 14
and injuring more than 100.

Law enforcement authorities on Wednesday said explosives had been stuffed inside a pressure cooker
and left inside an inconspicuous bag at each site. The police found a similar unexploded device at a busy
city market. The bomb at the train station left a wide shallow crater at the terminal; shrapnel
pockmarked the ceiling above. The police said they did not know who was responsible.

The other bomb was set off at dusk in the courtyard of the Sankat Mochan temple, dedicated to the
Hindu monkey deity, Hanuman, as thousands of worshipers gathered for the evening oil-lamp prayers.
Tuesday is the most auspicious day at the Hanuman temple, and dozens of couples had come to be
blessed in marriage.

The blast forced all services to be suspended for four hours. "For us what could be a more shattering
experience?" the temple's head priest and administrator, Veer Bhadra Mishra, 68, wondered aloud on
Wednesday. Hindus believe the temple compound, surrounded by woods, is Hanuman's home.

Clashes between Hindus and Muslims did not come to pass, as feared, despite protest marches called by
Hindu radicals and their politician allies. Varanasi, also known as Benares, was free of violence
Wednesday.

But the city was also missing its usual chaotic, vibrant and intense character. With a strike called by a
number of Hindu nationalist groups, schools and businesses across the city were closed. Boatmen at the
Ganges River, a daily draw for pilgrims and tourists, complained bitterly that business had dropped off.
Varanasi's narrow, normally impassable streets could be easily navigated.

Several Muslim shopkeepers said they had shuttered their businesses as a gesture of respect for the dead

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/09/international/asia/09india.html ?pagewanted=print 3/9/2006
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and their families, and they sat on the stoops of their shops chewing betel leaves, chatting, watching the
day pass. Riot police officers stood at street corners.

Politicians quickly seized upon the Varanasi blasts, coming as they did in India's most populous state,
Uttar Pradesh, where elections are expected to be held later this year.

L. K. Advani, the leader of the opposition Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, on Wednesday
accused the government, led by the Congress Party, of not being tough enough on terrorists and
announced a procession to denounce the blasts.

Sonia Gandhi, leader of the Congress Party, wasted no time in rushing to the city to commiserate with
victims and their families and review the damage. With Congress eager to reclaim Uttar Pradesh from a
local rival political party, Mrs. Gandhi pressed both the state and federal governments to capture the
culprits and mete out "very strict punishment." The Congress Party's main rival, Uttar Pradesh's chief
minister, Mulayam Singh Yadav, called for unity.

Meanwhile, state officials announced that the police in the town of Lucknow, also in Uttar Pradesh, had
shot and killed a wanted man suspected of being a militant and for having links to Kashmir insurgents.
They offered no concrete evidence linking the dead suspect to the Varanasi bombing. "We are collecting
evidence," said Yashpal Singh, the state police chief. "We do not have any solid proof to move in a
particular direction."

At the normally bustling commercial strip called Bengali Tola, the shopkeepers, most all of them
Muslims, had closed their shops and headed home Tuesday night as soon as the news of the blasts came.
By the end of the night, they said they had resolved to take the day off. There was no telling, they said,
what violence could flare up.

"We want that you should write we also regret this very deeply, we also feel the sorrow," said
Muhammad Yusha, 45, who makes his living as a polisher of Varanasi's famous silk saris.

Never before, said a sari shop owner, Mumtaz Ahmed, 38, had he seen virtually every Muslim-owned
shop closed for the day. "This kind of shutdown has never happened before," he said. "But nor has this
kind of attack."

By midafternoon, Sankat Mochan was thick with visitors, but they were by and large visiting politicians,
gawkers, journalists from afar and crowds of Hindu hard-liners who noisily denounced their political
opponents and waved flags.

A small stream of worshipers sat before the altar, mumbling quiet prayers amid the bustle. "For a

devotee there's no disturbance," Surender Singh, a timber merchant, said. "I'm doing my worship in
God's house." He said he could not be bothered with protests.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/09/international/asia/09india.html?pagewanted=print 3/9/2006
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Facing
terrorism c\\‘*’

ehind the inhumanity of the terrorist strikes in

Varanasi’s Sankat Mochan temple and a railway

station there was a clear plan and mission — to
' generate communal tension and conflict. Respon-
ding effectively to the challenge of terrorism demands clar-
ity of understanding as well as intellectual and technological
resources. In a recent article, a terrorism analyst pointed to
the “unfortunate tendency — more pronounced in India
than elsewhere — on the part of political parties to exploit
acts of terrorism to highlight or promote their own political
agenda.” Chauvinistic efforts to draw political mileage from
the Varanasi tragedy illustrate this point. No great imag-
ination is needed to determine that the terrorists of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba or kindred organisation who bombed the
ancient city wished to provoke communal trouble, as Union
Home Minister Shivraj Patil has pointed out. But that appar-
ently is not the understanding of the BJP leader of the
Opposition and former Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
who sees the bombings as the outcome of “competitive
minority appeasement.” He could have addressed Pakistan’s
unwillingness to eliminate the infrastructure of terror
groups operating from its soil, a problem that has had tragic
consequences not just for India but also Afghanistan, Ban-
gladesh, swatches of east and central Asia, Europe, and the
United States. But Pavlovian Conditioning produced the
BJP response that the Congress and its ‘pseudo-secular’
allies were to blame.

The reluctance to address security issues seriously cuts
across party lines. Few politicians have shown an abiding
interest in the complex challenges posed by terrorism and
low-intensity conflict, a problem painfully demonstrated by
the errors of fact made by Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav during his press conference on the Varanasi bomb-
ings. Without an informed political debate on these issues,
desperately needed infrastructural reform of the counter-
terrorism apparatus will continue to be stalled. Alone
among major countries, India is yet to build a countrywide
online criminal database. Hypothetically, had police person-
nel in a southern city arrested Mohammad Salim bin Aziz,
the Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist shot dead in Lucknow yester-
day, they would have had no idea that he was wanted in
Srinagar; Jammu and Kashmir authorities, in turn, would
have had no knowledge for days or even weeks that he had
been detained. Barring the Intelligence Bureaw’s poorly
funded Joint Task Force and Multi-Agency Centre, there is
no institutional mechanism for sharing information across
State lines. For years, experts have called for these reforms,
along with better training in both physical security proce-
dures and intelligence-gathering. The Varanasi bombings,
which snuffed out 20 innocent lives and injured a large
number of people, must not become one more grisly foot-
note in the history of a diabolical terror campaign that has
claimed several hundreds of lives across India. P
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Dhaka, March 2 (Reuters):
An Islamist militant leader
blamed for a string of deadly
blasts across Bangladesh sur-
rendered today after a house
he was hiding in was
besieged by security forces
for over 24 hours, officials
said.

They said Shayek Abdur
Rahman gave himself up in
the northeastern city of Syl-
het and was whisked away
to the capital, Dhaka, for
interrogation.

“Shayek Abdur Rahman
along with two of his associ-
ates have come out of hiding
and surrendered,” said Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Nurul Mo-
men of the elite Rapid
Action Battalion.

Authorities tightened se-
curity across the nation, fear-
ing a backlash by Shayek’s
supporters.

Shayek was taken to the
headquarters of the Rapid
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catch

Action Battalion under tight
security after a magistrate
ordered him remanded for 10
days. He was not allowed to
talk to the media or to pose
for photographers.

After Shayek’s initial in-
terrogation, security forces
raided another house in Syl-
het and seized explosives and
bomb-making materials.

Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Begun Khaleda Zia in an
unscheduled televised
address thanked friendly
countries and organisations
for assisting local forces in
capturing Shayek.

In Washington, state de-
partment deputy spokesman
Adam Ereli applauded
Shayek’s arrest and said it
was the result of bilateral se-
curity cooperation against
extremism and terrorism.

“His capture is an impor-
tant step in confronting ex-
tremism in Bangladesh,”
Ereli told reporters, adding
that Washington would
strengthen counterterrorism
cooperation with Dhaka.

Shayek led the outlawed
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen, wh-
ich along with another Islam-
ic group, Jagrata Muslim
Janata Bangladesh, has been
accused of waging a violent
campaign for the introduc--
tion of Shariat law in
Bangladesh. v

The bombings -in-
Bangladesh have killed at
least 30 people, including two
judges, since August 2005.

Security forces surround-
ing a two-storeyed building
in Sylhet since Tuesday night
fired tear gas shells and
pumped in water to flush out
Shayek. A witness said
he walked slowly out to
the street escorted by com-
mandos.

The hunt for Siddikul
Islam Bangla Bhai, the fugi-
tive chief of the Jagrata Mus-
lim Janata, will now be inten-
sified, the officials said.




over Maoist violence "

A
IB had alerted Chhattisgarh about the possibility of an atta

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The naxal attack on
civilians in Chhattisgarh led to
frayed tempers in both Houses
of Parliament with the rulmg
coalition demanding the resig-
nation/dismissal of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party-led State
Government, accusing it of
“criminal negligence” in failing
to provide security to innocent
tribals.

Brief adjournment

The verbal exchanges in the
Lok Sabha, led to abrief adjourn-
merit after the members insisted
that each party be provided a
chance to express its views. The
issue was raised dunng zero
hour.

Ramjilal Suman (SP) demand-
ed the resignation of the Chhat-
tisgarh Chief Minister owning
moral responsibility. AJlt Jogi

Devendra Prasad Yadav (RJD)

said the State Government pit- .

ted the unarmed tribals against
the naxalites with the police tak-
ing a backseat.

Karuna Shukla (BJP) coun-
tered this and charged that the
situation had deteriorated in
Chhattisgarh under the previous
Congress rule. She claimed the
Salva Judum was a peaceful
movement. Her party leader, Vi-
jay Kumar Mathotra objected'to
the tendency of politicising an
issue that required national
response.

Responding to the concern of
the members, Home Minister
Shivraj Patil said the Centre had

iven prior information to the
tate Government.

Mr. Patil said that while ap-
portioning blame would not
solve the problem, the Centre
was extending all cooperation
and had also drawn plans with
adjoining States. He said 26,000
central police personnel had al-
ready been placed at the disposal
of the States.The Home Minister
said it was for the States to util-
ise these forces and the Centre
would not like to direct them
since it would amount to interfe-
rence. He also elaborated on the
various measures being taken to
meet the challenge.

In the Rajya Sabha, BJP mem-
bers sought to counter the
charges against the Chhattisgarh
Government. Nilotpal Basu
(CPI-M), m?n jay Singh and
Motilal Vora (Congress) sought
adequate compensation by both
the Centre and the State to the
families of those killed.

Report sought

Union Home Secretary V. K.
Duggal has written to the Chhat-
tisgarh police chief O.P: Rathore,

%
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seeking a report. Drawing atten-
tion to certain lapses on the part
of the State Police in view of the-
specific alert given by the Intelli-
gence Bureau on February 25,
the Home Secretary said the
Centre had taken a serious view
of the attack and the reported
lapses.

IB advisory

Mr. Duggal pointed out that
the advisory, sent by the IB, had
referred to the movement of the
cadres of the CPI (Maoists) of
Konta between Errabore and
Dornapal areas of Dantewada
district. It had specifi re-
ferred to the possibilit

y of an at-
tack by CPI (Maoisty) an the Jan
Jagran activists and leaders re-
turning from the yatra from Er-
robore to Dornapal, -

The advisory was sent to the
Additional Director General of
Police (Intelligence) who also
happens to be the nodal officer
and member of the Home Mini
try’s task force on

violence. - \




Pak crackdown on Qai
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Nearly 30 Militants Killed OrWounded In Army Raid oA

Miranshah (Pakistan): Pakistani
army troops backed by attack heli-
copters onWednesday destroyed a
suspected Al Qaida camp near the
Afghan border, killing or wounding
up to 30 mainly foreign militants, of-
ficials said.

At least 10 soldiers were injured
and evacuated to a military hospital
after a firefight with militants near
the village of Saidgai in the remote
North Waziristan tribal region.

The troops surrounded the com-
pound of eight houses after it had
been severely pounded by helicopters
which, according to local officials,
killed or wounded up to 30 suspected

Military officials said they were
unable to give the exact casualty toll
because the troops were facing resist-
ance in clearing the area. “The oper-
ation is still going on and we do not
have an exact casualty toll,” military
spokesman Major General Shaukat
Sultan said.

He said the operation followed in-
telligence that there was a big gather-
ing of foreigners in the compound
owned by a local named Noor Payo
Khan and located a few kilometres
from the Afghan border.

“We struck it this morning,” Sul-
tan said. He said militants had stored
a big cache of ammunition in the

air strike. Explosions were heard an
hour after the raid.

The attack, the latest in an ongoing
military campaign to flush out Al
Qaida and Taliban militants in the
tribal territory, came two days before
US President George Bush is due here
on a two-day visit staring late Friday.

Bush is expected to press his Pak-
istani counterpart Pervez Musharraf
to step up operations against mili-
tants whom Afghan officials blame
for an insurgency in their country.

Afghan President Hamid Karzai
and Musharraf earlier this month
agreed to intensify security co-opera-
tion. Afghan officials handed over a

Al Qaida fighters. compound which caught fire after the list of 40 wanted Taliban militants
“Between 2i51 to 3tO : Kléom the; ﬁ'dt\;vgre
foreign militants . - a s iding in Pakistan.
killed und- ; : Pakistani  fi
::fg the?‘ai(()ir,.’x(l)le re- Threat to us lnmate ln Afghan lall have bl:en battliggc zj

gion’s top adminis-
tration official Za-
heerul Islam said.

A senior security
official said the raid
was conducted on
specific information
that Al Qaida was us-
ing the compound as
a base to launch at-
tacks across the bor- }
der.

“Itwas an Al Qaida :
camp and a training
centre,” the official, :
who declined to be
identified, said.

02 mro R

Kahul. One of three Americans detained at Kabul’s main Policharki
prison said on Wednesday that rioting inmates
were holding him in his cell and had threatened

s.| tocutoff his head. Speakmgto 'I'lmAssocxated :

Qaida and Taliban
militants who
sneaked across the
border in late 2001 af-
ter the USled inva-
sion of Afghanistan.

H Pakistan’s mili-
‘i tary says it has
killed hundreds of
Al Qaida-linked mili-
tants in operations
throughout the semi-
autonomous tribal
areas since late 2003.
More than 500 Pak-
istani soldiers have
also died. arr -y
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iraq war makes terror “more likely’

A new givbel poll finds that six in 10 people befieve the war in lruq hes
the likellhood of terrorist sitacks woridwide. The survey of

30 die in Iraq blasts

BAGHDAD: Bo\l&)yon Tuesday
killed at Ieast 30 persons in
Baghdad as the former lead-
er, Saddam Hussein, attend-
ed court proceedings for the
first time since days of sec-
tarian violence pitched Iraq
toward civil war.

Mr. Hussein’s two lead

defence counsels walked out

within minutes of the trial
restarting after a two-week
pause when requests for a
further adjournment and
the removal of the chief
judge were rejected. Offi-

cials said court-appointed
lawyers would defend Mr.
Hussein.

A subdued Mr. Hussein,
who ended a hunger strike
before the resumption, said
little during the three-hour
hearing but his half-brother
objected loud and long on
one occasion — a pattern
throughout the four-month-
old trial, which has been
troubled by charges of polit-
ical bias and killings of two

defence  attorneys. —
Reuters
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Analysts say the timing of the attack was calibrated for maximum impact on prices

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: The Al-Qaeda network
has claimed responsibility for
Friday’s foiled attack on the Ab-
qaig refinery complex, the
world’s largest, in Saudi Arabia.

Saudi security forces had
foiled the attack more than a
kilometre away from the core of
the Abqaiq complex, through
which nearly 10 per cent of the
global oil supply is released.
Nevertheless, there has been a
spurt in oil prices that jumped by
nearly three dollars a barrel to
$62.91,during electronic trading
at the New York mercantile
exchange.

In a statement posted on the
internet, Al-Qaeda said that two
persons had targeted the facility
and the purpose of the attack
was “to rid the Arabian Penin-
sula of the infidels.”

Energy analyst, A.F. Alhajji,
based in Ohio, told The Hindu
that the timing of the attack had
been carefully calibrated for
maximum impact on prices, be-
cause it raised on-going con-
cerns on global oil supply to a

new level, “Traders were already
nervous on account of turmoil in
Nigeria and the possibility of in-
creased tension with Iran,” he
said.

Reduction in supply

At the time of the attack, the
flow of oil from Nigeria, the
eighth largest oil producer in the
world had dropped by 455,000
barrels per day, a 20 per cent
decline in output. There was also
a threat of sharp reduction in
Iranian oil in the global supply
chain, in case sanctions were im-

posed on Teheran on account of
its controversial nuclear pro-
gramme, after the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
board meets in Vienna on March
6. Besides, the attack took place
on Friday, a weekly holiday in
Saudi Arabia, because of which
Saudi authorities found it diffi-
cult to mobilise the internation-
al media in order to effectively
demonstrate with visual impact
that supplies had not been dis-
rupted.

Markets in the U.S. were also
closing for the weekend, and

MANAMA (BAHRAIN): Al-Qaeda
suicide bombers will attack
more Saudi oil facilities, the
terror group purportedly
threatened on Saturday in an
Internet statement that
claimed responsibility for
the foiled attack on the
Abiqaiq plant in eastern
Saudi Arabia. Two suicide

L

More attacks threatened

bombers tried to drive cars
packed with explosives into
Abiqaiq, the world’s largest
oil processing facility, on
Friday afternoon, but
security guards opened fire
and the vehicles exploded
outside the gates, kiHli
bombers and
wounding

were thus unable to respond to
the initial shock of the event,
which led to a sharp escalation in
prices.

Analysts, however, point out
that psychological impact of the
attack would last for some time,
but the ability of the Saudi secu-
rity forces to counter the attack
would also weigh in, preventing
prices from going upwards in an
uncontrolled spiral.

The attack at Abqaiq was the
first after Al-Qaeda chief Osama
bin Laden had given a call in De-
cember 2004 for attacking oil in-
stallations in the Persian Gulf
countries.

Some observers see the strike
as serving a reminder to the Sau-
di Arabian authorities that the
Al- Qaeda was still active, de-
spite a stringent clampdown on
the organisation by the security
forces for the last three years.
Youssef Ibrahim of the Dubai
based Strategic Energy Invest-
ment Group told the Associated
Press that Fridgy’s attack illus-
trated the spépage into Saudi
Arabia of gectics adopted by Al-
ggeda' neighbouring Iraq.
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Vallve, says ()safna |
Calls US Army, Saddam Equally Criminal \/

Cairo: Osama bin Laden
promised never to be cap-
tured alive and declared that
the United States had resort-
ed to the same “barbaric”
tactics used by Saddam Hus-
sein, according to an audio-
tape, purportedly by the Al
Qaida leader, posted on Mon-
day on a militant web site.

The tape appeared to be a
complete version of the one
broadcast on January 19 on
the Arabic Al Jazeera TV
channel, in which bin Laden
offered the US a long-term
truce but also said Al Qaida
would launch a fresh attack
on American soil.

“I have sworn to only live
free. Even if I find bitter the
taste of death, I don’t want
to die humiliated or de-
ceived,” he said in the 11-
minute, 26-second tape.

In comparing American
military behaviour in Iraq
to that of Saddam’s, the
speaker said: “The jihad is
continuing with strength,
for Allah be all the credit,
despite all the barbarity, the

An ad for a bar in Mexico,
shows George W Bush and
Osama bin Laden in an
embrace with the slogan
‘Nothing is impossible.
February, month of Love’

repressive steps taken by
the American army and its
agents, to the extent that
there is no longer any men-
tionable difference between
this criminality and the
criminality of Saddam’s.”
By using that language to
describe Saddam, bin Laden
appeared to deny assertions

.,
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by the Bush administration
that the former Iraqi leader
had ties with Al Qaida—ties
that were given as one ra-
tionale for invading Iraq.

Bin Laden also mocked
US President George Bush’s
declaration in April 2003
that major conflict in Iraq
had ended.

“The Pentagon’s figures
indicate an increase in the
number of your killed and
injured in addition to the
massive material losses, not
to mention the collapse of
troop morale and the in-
crease of the suicide rates
among them,” the bin Laden
voice said.

To the American people,
the speaker said: “You can
rescue whatever you can
from this hell. The solution
is in your hands, if their (US
troops’) situation matters to
you at all.”

The CIA last month au-
thenticated the voice on the
January 19 recording as that
of bin Laden’s, an agency of-
ficial told AP at the time. V



J-K police to move:

against Pak-hased militants

Security agencies working to prépare foolproof cases against
- Mohammad Sayeed, Salahuddin, Moulana Masood Azhar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 12

AKING a cue
from the Abu
Salem case, the
. Jammu and
Kashmir Police have de-
cided to launch a legal of-
fensive against top Pakistan-
based militant leaders,
including Lashkar-e-Toiba
boss Hafiz Mohammad Say-
eed, his Kashmir opera-
tional chief Salahudin, alias
Bilal, and Jaish-e-Moham-
mad supremo Moulana
Masood Azhar.

“We are planning to use
alt our resources to get In-
terpol warrants against
them,” a senior police offi-
cer told The Indian Express.
“This will make a strong
* case against them in future

Salahuddin ‘Bilal’

and will also limit their
movement even within
Pakistani territory.”
Sources reveal that the J-
K Police has already pre-
pared dossiers on most of

the top militant comman-

ders, especially the ideo-
logues who spearhead the

E‘\Q :riolent campaign in Kash-

mir from across the border.
“We will go step by step
to seek international legal

) sapction against them,” a

s¢nior police officer said.
is is a very complex and
ime-consuming process
and we are secking support
from the Union Home
Ministry and other security
agencies and police forces
across the country.”

The officer said that most
of these leaders travel to the
Middle East and especially
to Saudi Arabia for the Haj
and Umrah. “Once there is
an Interpol warrant against
them, India can take the
matter up with other gov-
ernments. We can arrest
them and push for their ex-
tradition,” the officer said.

Working to put together

a fool-proof case against
the militants, J-K Police are
currently vexed by the diffi-
culty of locating the real
name and address of Pak-
istani militant commander
Salahudin, alias Bilal, alias
Hyder Karar, who has been
leading the Lashkar’s
Kashmir operationis from
the jungles o l}a (ﬁfaore
for the last sixye,

“Wehave been trymg our
level best to get informa-
tion about him,” a police
officer said. “His real name
and actual address in Pak-
istan are essential for us to
pursue an Interpol warrant.
We apprehend that he
might escape to Pakistan; if
he does so, it will be a prob-
lem as his mysterious ways
have made him quite well-
known in militarit circles.”




Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The Special Cell of the
Delhi police has arrested two
young men allegedly belonging
to the Al Badr terrorist outfit.
They were allegedly smuggling
in a consignment of arms and
explosives from Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday. Two kg of
RDX, three detonators, two
timers and two Chinese pistols
were reportedly recovered from
them.

Last month, intelligence
agencies tipped off the Special
Cell that some Kashmir-based
militants had set up a base in the
Capital and Irshad Ali aka Dee-
pak, a resident of Sultanpuri in
North-West Delhi, was part of
the module.

Investigations revealed that
Irshad had been visiting differ-
. ent parts of the country to ex-
: pand the Al Badr network. The
police learnt that Irshad’s friend
Mohammad Muarif Qamar, a
i resident of Bhajanpura in
| North-East Delhi, was also
working for the militant outfit.
The duo made frequent visits to
Jammu and Kashmir to receive
consignments of arms and
explosives.

Acting on a specific tip-off
| that the suspects were on their

held; arms seized

Arms consignments frequently received from J&K

o One of the miiitants
toured the country to
expand network

o Handsome payment made
for carrying out
explosions

way back from Jammu with yet
another consignment, a team
under the supervision of Assist-
ant Commissioner of Police San-
jeev Yadav laid a trap at
Mukarba Chowk and arrested
them. Apart from the explosive
and firearms, the police reco-
vered an ABCD timer and an AB
timer.

Brother also involved

During interrogation, Irshad
is reported to have said that his
elder brother, Naushad, worked
for the erstwhile terrorist orga-
nisation, Harkat-ul-Ansar
(HuA). He was arrested along
with the Muslim Mujahideen
chief, Bilal Siddiqui and Nadeem
of HuA in 1996. They were ar-
rested when they were smug-
gling in a large quantity of
explosives from Bangladesh.
The police said in 1996, Naushad
and Nadeem had killed a resi-
dent of Assam at Jahangirpuri.

Alleged Al-Badr militants
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According to Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (Special Cell)
Karnal Singh, Irshad used to
meet his brother in Tihar Cen-
tral Jail, where he came in con-
tact with Sajjad, a resident of
Srinagar, who motivated him to
join militancy to make a quick
buck. In 2003, Irshad went to
Kashmir along with Sajjad and
Sheikh Parvez, who arranged his
meeting with the then chief of
Al-Badr, Wasim Bari, a Pakistani
national who was killed in an
encounter with the Army in De-
cember last year.

Wasim directed Irshad to car-
ry out blasts, for which he would
be paid handsomely. In 2005, Ir-
shad allegedly received Rs.
90,000 through the Western
Union Money Transfer, after
which Sajjad and Sheikh Parvez
provided him the explosives
with the instruction to trigger
explosions in the busy market
places in Delhi.

“Irshad and Muarif are child-
hood friends. Recently, he con-
tacted Irshad for a loan of Rs.
5,000 at which the former of-
fered him Rs. 50,000 if he joined
militancy,” said Mr. Singh, add-
ing that Muarif was also in regu-

lar contact  with two
Dubai-based gangsters, Fazlu
and Sunny.

THE HinCU



/w/«\ooﬂmm 5@7@ aw;m\/

aam&wﬁwi%iﬂﬁmcm

o #fT et MfE-2fFe e R
fa g Tm Yerraee wiereed Rl
TR @t ¢ TR Borz Rwarn Rufie @i
I SleT| TR (FRTAIIANG TIRITA 8T
o Remfre o Remoe fam wtmfi,
@fired Nop WK e et fRivw
sifaget 13| Ry snreraRRier FS TrenR @ow
TGIATET WA FCo *RIE QTS T Taed)
TR S e soof s vy aof s
ol LB N AN, TS AT @ AE WOTAHR
e omrERie Wy s SRR Werer e
B 4T AL A5 | TSR (St AHE, NN gy,
fartw, afm ¢ TWrai efmme @B wamw fe-
eifFmy weHiTer sw 7@ FEmTE | It T SRR
ST W FACH TR GTYIG FH FHIH TRFS |

wes RS @ sy, FRerw e Y zqamE,
weEifeF rawsa o NI AT s
IR Tl af i womeie SRericnRE fArema
efefafy fifos atam, st o2 afeffirez tauer w1z
O (ST SR | I AT O 4T ey Ao
fate siifares | TR SIg g TR SRS Fww
TS s e | o1 (@ g w1, Resws Fvw
GHAZTR A S 77 20T T G QNN R3S
53 Tz s | e te enEsiRfaee sng
AfE-nfds-frmisre RA S 36 ¢ ERER
FRY QYA GIER | 2ZE OIF ISR I5T| I A
G TRIZ e, SIS, €76 ARFA ANTABRATT
(BT QTR &% et el ReraIeaeas e
Rzra Aty 2t efs-wngrwe | O S GTeaT! o
IS SR S T TSR 8 SR WSS} W
TS SAeS T eAfFw SmreR AosiET ag) o
BIAIETS STEeEf onsiees endf orm W21 e
ST 1T IR AIIEASIE FIFIT NG WiF A2; N
(OEFL TTFAMICGR AH WIS AT 2R
ANFHTITHI TS TSI T INCHT TSGR
TRATSIT T RS AT THAERE 7S |

TGS WY TN TF, TR W AT L A
STeDAR WMol ot WasE 2SR &3Sl FHAT|
TACS! Q498 T OIRA SRS T30 N Ak
MTeTR, RS WNTALA I 220 HEERIT @ JE—
g TSI SereifEs oIt 5AR WaRs el IR
TPRm @ elfeffregs srecen R 77, @3 @il
TS 23rECR| A TFFRITHR S 5, I
Tfoe @3 QTame wiwe TFRW T WAH 9N
(FHI FIZ T30S A A NBA FYOW NG SEg
Gt FE, TIH O TRFICE WEoA 8F
AfoxrToibe e T2 (77| BT TGRS el FRT
TS WY Eie RS 23R, O3 B A, @0 WS
(Y Tz @i Baerg #fvme s e wme
A fare 23031 Aemiree SifiE ifea Segafa
T NS BIeTIres  (APTTT Ao wwermd
VIFOFRTR Tl fefere NnfE witana o7 sfice
LAY T | TR 0 g TP (@ 91R 90g SIT
sieicofest| ety wEITS TeTR wiva @ e
CTAEL A1, SIS S1R 4t sew Rvweror #(fave 79
~

AAJKAL

2 8 yan 2006



*PouLIdd
-U09J JOU Sem I pue SjeaIy)
OU Uaaq pey] 319t} pres a3y g
wry Ja33uepud Jysiur juour
-9SI0pPUD UIPET] Ul 3} pre.aye
dlam SIIqUIdWI A[IUre] pue
SPUJLY 9WOS pres wng
«'¥E} £q Jjo pawamy jou
L] pue SMITA 3SOY) SO.TeYsS 3
yeyy pood s 1 yury) J Wiy Aq
}00q Y} JO JUIUWIS.IOPUS AU
uxnds 0} Su108 jou ur ] uay}
Korfod uSraxoj S Jo syradse
UIBLISD I3 J10J II[SIp daosp
B 9ul Ym saxeys 3y Ji,,
‘U0 SUTIo) Sem 3T Oym

AqQ paIdyloq jou sem | pue
sates §,300q 9y} d[9y pnom
N Moy [ 'pes sem I,
“Judun.rede uo)SUTYSEM STY
Ul UOISIAJ[I, SI9INay Yiim
MIIATIUT Ue UL AePIdlsak
pres umpg .‘pres p,sq 1eym
JNO punoj [ UdYm pasnure
pue pojJoYys USAd pue
posuadans aymb sem 1,
« VIS INI0Y
Y] }ooq 9Yy) peal 0) nok
J0J [rgasn St 11,, :SUBILIDULY
P10} os[e NG §() A U S¥ene
axow urredaid sem dnoad
epley [e pres uspe’] urg

“ISI[ WO " uozZvury g} Uo O¢
JoquImu Sem Y0oq 3y} Kepaay
-894 A Kepsaniyy, uo paseayor
adejorpne ue Ul 31 pauonuaut
uape| ulq 910Jaq IS SIes
S o uozZnuwy uo 000603
payquea sem somod.iadng Sjup
S, PHOM 2y} 01 9pINY Y ‘2JmIS
nsoy suwmig Werm
Ko170d uSra10J SN
JO ONLID B AqQ Y0O( B 10] Safes
ut duarmnf 98ny e ur paymsaa
Sel Uape’] uIq eures( JIapea
EPIED [e WOI] JUIUIISIOp
-Ud paoddxoun uy (SI9Inay)
12 ‘uep ‘uoysurysepm

3004 JOJ 1S00q BUIesS()

dde) uo SIS dIWE[S] $3

—_——

AMOpeyS [ LIeMe7-{e UeuIAy

‘Tiyeme7 1e
pauiTe Sem Pres S[eIdljJo YoIym
‘Yaom 1SeT Uelsiyed Ul ayLIs
Jre Ue pajonpuod g 9y, ‘pres
Tero13o a3y} ., ‘swii} Aue Je auop
us39q 9ARY PINOD I A[IULIBI
BUOP SeM 11 3AdT1aq 0) UOSEdT
OU ST 918Y,],,,"UOTLISSSE 1By} U0
1qNop 31sed [eI011JO WSLI0119}
-I93UN02 S) 83} INQ ‘Mau sem
31 pres ade) 9y} paLLIed Yorym
9JISqom UMOUY-3[I] 9y,

« TIyeMmeZ-Te UewWAy Jo jey}
st ade} ay) uo 9910A a3 jey}
IUBPIIU0D YSIY YIM Sopn[o
-U0d VIO 9y} ‘SISATeue [eoru
-[29) ® SUnONpuod I83JV, :pies
uewomssyods VD UL

(1002
Ul S1 9Y1 Aq pa]) pred Japestao
Y} [3un uejsiueysyy uo yoe)

stead Ligemez.

A

-}€ JSTUNWIo) ULISsny sy} Jo
awl) 9} woJy seuade peytf ut
U93s a( pPInod oyMm pue " Sap0
-I10 ATTe[OYOS Ul UMOUY ‘Ueloy]
9y} pue uns auryoew e yjoq
poLiIed oym ‘uad pue pIoms
9y} JO JoUMO I L,, ‘Lieyepuey]
yernqayojN  1eod  ueysfy
jstwie[sy ue postead tayem
-e7 ‘adej aynurw-L1 s1y uf
WY 03 pain
-quuje adejotpne ue 03 SUIPIOO
-0B ‘SUBOLISUIY 9U) UITm 9001}
[euorIpuod e o3 usdo sem Inq
SN 9yl ur syoene urxedaad
sem dnoasd ayj pres uspes|
S.Bprep e ‘uaper] uiq 19)ye Aep
U0 pedtewio adessalll 9L,
. (UdspIyEn wey3yy
9yl Yilm) Yyjeo JIno 03 ana
urewal [[BYS oM, "SI91y3y

ugepiyelnu: 3uistead ‘pres
yemeyz ‘waod JsTpeyil s1yl
911991 03 paanouoy we I,
‘urelIaoun sem sut
-pJI0281 9] JO 3Yep oy} Jeyl Sut
-£es ‘Juallialels ayj pajoraiad
Uy} INq PO SIedL [BI2AS SEM
ader ay3 pres Afferitur [y
-JO WSLI0LI8)-131UN0Jd S V
‘ade] 9} U0 90T0A S 1IYRM
-7 Sem }1 pres uewomsaxods
VIO & ‘uosuiysem Up
eIl
ul sjoeye Jo pauJem usper]
urq ewesQ JIa)je Aep e Aepis)
-sa4 pajsod adejolpne jauLIa)u]
ue 0] furpaoode ‘uelstuey3Iy
ul sa9pydly oluwe[s] peasrexd
‘Layemez-Te UewWAY  ‘puelr
-WI0D-UT-PUO0DIS S, epred IV
(s10yn9y) 1% "uep ‘Tequg

AL



QporgMioieesniiurisianetaontiorntiersntatirtastaneraransannaaas
Lo

US dumps Osama truce offer in bin

LAY

Washington: The United States has "y
said it does not negotiate with terrorists _ A
and vowed to intensify efforts to track /x =

-~

)

down Osama Bin Laden after a new au- \
diotape was aired by Al Jazeera in
which the terror chief offered a truce
but also said his organisation was plan-
ning new attacks against the US.

US Vice President Dick Cheney told
Fox News: “I'm not sure what he’s offer-
ing by way of a truce. I don’t think any-
body would believe him.... It sounds to
me like it’s some kind of a ploy, but
again, not having seen the entire text or §
validated the tape and the timing of it, y
I'm reluctant to draw any conclusions.” :

voice, but in the past the agency has ver-
ified authenticity by comparing new
recordings to earlier messages.

The tape, which intelligence officials
believe was recorded last month, repre-
sents Bin Laden’s first public communi-
cation since December 2004. Since then,
Al Qaida’s No 2 leader, Ayman al-Za-
wahri, has served as the terror net-
work’s public face.

The recording was released only days
after US missile attacks in Pakistan that
Pakistani officials said killed four senior
Qaida operatives. Cheney said the tape

: showed that Al Qaida has been hobbled,
: i s because “they didn’t have the ability to

o\

He added, “Al Qaida was unlikely ever
to sit down and sign a truce. I think you
have to destroy them. It is the only way
with them.”

CIA analysts have verified the recording as Bin
Laden’s voice, but Cheney said the tape’s significance
depends on whether it was produced in recent days or
weeks, or pieced together from the more distant past.
The CIA offered no details about how they verified the

do anything on video” and because it
had been so long since Bin Laden had
been heard from.

The White House made it clear that there would be
no let-up in the war on terror. “We do not negotiate
with terrorists. We put them out of business,”
spokesman Scott McClellan said. “The Al Qaida lead-
ers and the terrorists are on the run. They are under
a lot of presstre.” agencies
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- Qaeda operatlves
ed killed in US strike

behe

SIMON CAMERON-MOORE
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 19

AN AL-Qaeda bomb ex-
pert with a $5 million bounty
on his head and a son-in-law
of the group’s No 2 were
among four militants believed
kitled by a US airstrike last
week, Pakistani intelligence
sources said on Thursday.

Pakistani Information Min-
ister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
acknowlcdged that “a few

militants” had been killed in
Friday’s attack, which also

killed 18 civilians, but said
their bodies had not been re-

covered and their identity was _

under investigation..

However, intelligence
sources said they believed
they. knew the names of
three men killed'in the at-
tack, which US officials say
was aimed at Al- Qaeda sec-
ond-in-command Ayman al-
Zawahri.

Pakistani intelligence
sources said Al-Zawahri was
not at the scene of the attack,
but one of the dead was
thought to be one of his sons-
in-law, Abdul Rehman al-
Misri al-Maghribi, who was
responsible for Al-Qaeda’s
media department.

Another was Midhat Mursi

al-Sayid Uwert in

S

‘Pakistant intelligence sources said one of the dead was Al
Zawahri's sonHn-Haw Abdul Rehman who was responsible for
Al-Qaeda’s media department. Reuters

explosives and poisons who
carried a $5 million on his

head from the US Federal-

Bureau of Investigation.

“If this person is gone, it is
significant. His loss, and the
loss of people like him, would
certainly be a blow to Al-
Qaeda in the region,” said a
US counter-terrorism official.

The third man identified by
Pakistani intelligence officers
was Abu Obaidah al Misri, Al
Qaeda’s Chief of operations
in Afghamstan s eastern Ku-
nar province, where US And
Afghan forces regularly come
under militant attack.

One Pakistani intelligence
official said Khalid Habib,
head of Al-Qaeda’s opera- -
tions in Pakistan and
Afghanistan, may have also
have been among the dead,
but another official said there
was no evidence to prove this.

The officials said they were
still trying to’ identify one
other Al-Qaeda member be-
lieved to have been killed.
Despite Pakistan’s diplo-
matic protest, intelligence
sources believe the US has
Pakistan’s tactic agreement
to conduct such operations
onitsterritory.  —Reuters

INDIAN EXPFrEcg
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Imam was in touch with

“"LeT for
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one vear: Cops

Maulana’s passport documents being probed; he is also alleged to
have channelised more money to Kashnur than earlier suspected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBALI, JANUARY 18

HE Mumbai Police

yesterday said they

suspect imam of Haj
House Maulana Ghulam
Yahya Ilahi had been in
touch with Bandipore-based
Lashkar-e-Toiba commander
of northern India Salah-ud-
din for the past year.

The police are now investi-
gating whether the imam

lived in Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh, where his brother
said he acquired his degree
inimmamat.

- The police have also found

that he may have channeled
more money to Kashmir
than earlier suspected. Ac-
cording to the Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS), which is look-
ing into the financial transac-
tions of the imam, he chan-
neled Rs 12 lakh, Rs 25 lakh
and Rs 50 lakh in June, July
and December 2005, respec-
tively. The police are now
trying to trace the source of

' the money.

“We have some leads,”
said an ATS official. “When
we track down the person, we

P

7

The imam of Haj} House, Maulana Ghulam Yahya Hahl, was arrested on
January 14 for allegedly harbouring three suspected LeT operatives. Express photo

hope to getto the otheroper- Mumbai. The renewal was  the ATS on January 14 on
atives in the city as well.” not granted. the charge of harbouring al-
According to the police, “We have asked for the leged Lashkar-e-Toiba ter-
the imam also got a 10-year  documents from the Security rorists Haji Mohammad
passport made in Kolkatain  Branch,” said an ATS official. Ramzan, Khursheed Amhad
September 1995, onwhichhe ~ The police suspect the imam  Lone and Atshad Badroo,
travelled to Saudi Arabia. In  got involved with the LeTfor ~ who were arrested on Janu-
September 2005, he applied monetary reasons. ary 6 for illegal possession of
for renewal of the passport in The imam was arrested by detonators and timers./
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“Arrested Imam was in touch with
Lashkar-e-Taiba Vsay police

"Arrest based on soliipvidence"

Special Correspondent F\ 9}\\‘}’

MUMBAI: The Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) of the Mumbai po-
lice says there is strong evidence
that an Imam of the Haj House
in Mumbai, who was arrested
last Saturday, was in contact
with one of the commanders of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
Ghulam Elahi Yahya Baksh’s
arrest is based on solid evidence
and not merely the fact that he
provided accommodation to one
of the three suspected terrorists
arrested in Mumbai on January
6, said Joint Commissioner of
Police, ATS, K.P. Raghuvanshi.
The Imam leads the prayers at
the Haj House and has been a
resident of Mumbai for over a

[RARAY

decade, His arrest has shocked
the community, while many vol-
untary organisations have
voiced protests.

The ATS, which has made all
four arrests, says it has concrete
evidence of the links of the
Imam and the other three with
LeT. Mr. Raghuvanshi said po-
lice are tracing his origins in
West Bengal, The Imam was ar-
rested under the Unlawful Activ-
ities Prevention Act, which was
used in Mumbai for the first
time.

Remanded to custody

On January 6, the ATS arrest-
ed three persons from the Nag-
pada area in South Mumbai and
seized 20 detonators, five time-

t{”ﬁdhmw Say police

f Mmm

Is,a revolver and some electron-
ic circuits. They were identified
as Khursheed Ahmed (29) and
Mohammed Ramzan Abdul Ka-
zi, both residents of Baramulla
and Arshad Ghulam (27) of Sop-
ore, Khursheed Ahmed is want-
ed by the Kashmir police in a
case of a bank robbery and a
blast.

The three have been remand-
ed to police custody till January
20.

Mr. Raghuvanshi said t}}(é
.

THE FunwU

Kashmir police were expected to
take custody of the three shortly.
After interrogating them, the
police got to know the Imam’s
role, who arranged accommoda-
tion for Kazi at Haj House.

Though LeT does not have a
base in Mumbai, the arrests re-
veal they may have been in the
process of setting up one.

The police are now question-
ing the Imam for information on

osives susp€cted to have
en sent to rxy
i



Terrorism, human rights, and development

C. Raj Kumar

ERRORISM IN all its dimensions has a

long history in India; the attack at the

Indian Institute of Science (I1ISc), Ban-

galore, was only the latest incident. Ev-
ery time a terrorist strike takes place on Indian
soil or elsewhere in the world, governments tend
to formulate similar responses. There are enthu-
siastic calls for strengthening the law enforce-
ment regime, possibly advocating greater
powers of investigation for the police and in-
trusive measures such as telephone tapping that
undermine privacy.

The need to increase the period of detention,
pass new laws that would strengthen the anti-
terrorism framework, tighten immigration pol-
icies, and keep an eye out for disloyal persons is
also emphasised. Rarely do governments think
of addressing the problem of terrorism from
human rights and development perspectives.

The randomness of a tube station attack or a
roadside bomb carries a very powerful scare
message — practically anyone who is unlucky
enough to be at the spot can get killed or be
seriously injured. A society that lives in fear
cannot achieve the kind of goals its people want.
Whenever there is a terrorist attack, victimisa-
tions takes place.

The direct consequences of terror attacks are:
one, they result in victimisation of the people
who get killed, are injured or otherwise affected.
Two, the family members of the victims are also
affected because of their loved ones being direct-
ly involved. Three, the society in which the ter-
rorist attacks take place becomes a victim as the
people develop a sense of fear and lack of free-
dom to pursue their goals.

Some of the indirect consequences are: the

CARTOONSCAPE

Responses to terrorism ought to be based

on a holistic understanding of security,
within the human rights and

rule of law framework.

strengthening of the law enforcement and in-
telligence machinery, including passing of dra-
conian laws that violate human rights and civil
liberties, and compromise privacy rights. Racial
profiling and hate crimes against people belong-
ing to certain religious and racial groups. Under-
mining of the rule of law both domestically and
internationally due to certain responses adopted
by governments with a view to ensuring national
security, including use of torture and other ex-
treme measures in interrogating suspects. And,
relegation of development to the backburner.

Once a terrorist attack takes place in a coun-
try, regardless of its human consequences, the
entire legislative, executive, and judicial appara-
tus tends to focus on the problem. This is be-
cause terrorism challenges the state’s legitimate
monopolisation of violence and threatens its
claims to be the protector of citizens. Micro and
macroeconomic problems, poverty, third world
debt, and even other major issues that affect
humanity at large, like global warming and cli-
mate change, tend to become secondary. Re-
sources that would have been otherwise directed
at solving these issues are diverted to fighting
terrorism.

Sadly, the resources (financial and human)
that are pumped into tackling terrorism have
not even closely matched the results gained in
terms of ensuring greater security. Sometimes

Vo

(0
07!

the strategies used may actually incite greater
threats. While it is possible that many potential
terrorist attacks might have been averted, given
the fact that the approach has not helped in
providing a sense of greater security, there is a
need for a serious reassessment.

In March 2005, United Nations Secretary
General Kofi Annan submitted a report to the
General Assembly titled In Larger Freedom: To-
wards Development, Security and Human
Rights for All. The Executive Summary of the
report notes: “The world must advance the caus-
es of security, development and human rights
together, otherwise none will succeed. Human-
ity will not enjoy security without development,
it will not enjoy development without security,
and it will not enjoy either without respect for
human rights ... Hence, the cause of larger free-
dom can only be advanced by broad, deep and
sustained global collaboration among states.”

The response to terrorism ought to be based
on a holistic and inter-related understanding of
human security, rights, and development. It
should always be within the human rights and
rule of law framework. The domestic and in-
ternational legal framework being put in place as
a response to terrorism is desirable. But what is
not acceptable is individual states resorting to
unilateral actions that are not justified within
the international law framework, or committing

I

acts that violate the Geneva Conventions or the
Convention Against Torture.

Use of force should not be the sole response as
is believed in the “war on terror.” Individual
states, while passing counter terrorism legisla-
tion, ought to take into consideration human
rights implications and the potential for abuse
by law enforcement authorities. The fact that
young people in different parts of the world are
ready to die for a cause (however illegitimate it
may be) shows there is something fundamental-
1y wrong.

Under these circumstances, there is a more
urgent need for the international community to
help in building societies based on principles of
democracy, good governance, human rights, and
development so that they do not serve as recruit-
ing grounds for terrorists.

A number of issues need to be considered. It is
important that the international community
distinguish between two aspects of terrorism-
related violence. The first aspect relates to indi-
viduals or organisations involved in organised
crime, money laundering, using the resources
they generate for terrorist activities.

The other aspect is the need for greater cau-
tion, creativity, and political judgment in hand-
ling the growth of religious fundamentalism and
extremism. Here, the battle takes place in the
minds of the youth in many parts of the world. It
is clearly an ideological issue, with a huge dose of
religious extremism. The result is there is a pro-
liferation of thinking and even discourse that
advocates certain acts, or glorifies or tolerates
acts, that are totally unacceptable in a humane
society.

The traditional law enforcement approach of
dealing with crimes, including crimes relating to
terrorism, will not be entirely successful. There
is need for greater engagement within a partic-
ular community and in particular to involve the
right-thinking members of the community. The
change has to come from within and an envi-
ronment ought to be created in which violent
acts of any kind are not tolerated.

But for this to happen, the powerful ¢ountries
have to take responsibility for their actions.
Along with this, efforts need to be taken to ad-
dress development issues, including third world
aid and debt. The partnership between devel-
oping and developed countries should be based
on a sense of common humanity so that threats
of all kinds are jointly addressed.

Thus, national security strategies should bear
in mind that human security threats are much
wider. Countries formulating them should con-
sider the notion of ‘larger freedom.’ Domestical-
ly, it is important to recognise that the fight
against terror should not get any undue priority,
leading to the neglect of other equally important
issues relating to development and governance.
The counter terrorism laws and practices that
are being developed should be based on greater
respect for human rights and should be within
the rule of law framework. The domestic consti-
tutional commitment and laws ought to be pro-
tected in the fight against terrorism so that civil
liberties are not undermined.

Larger freedom is about ensuring people have
a variety of choices in their life. These choices
are possible only if their security, development,
and human rights are assured. Values of non-
violence and fraternity are essential to the pro-
gress of societies and for the common good of
humanity. The present state of anti-terrorism
efforts worldwide, including in India, has given
little assurance to people who are living without
any hope of development and whose human
rights are violated day in and day out.

(The author is Assistant Professor, School of
Law, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong;
and Chief Executive Officer, Legal Education
and Research Society (LEARS), India.)
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~Zawahriaway,
US airstrike

k|IIs 18m

Pak

36, 1l

REUTERS G

ISLAMABAD | JANU RY 14 *

US airstrike in Pak-
Aistan targeted al
Qaeda’s second-in-

command, US Sources said,

but Ayman al-Zawahri was

away at the time, according

to a senior Pakistani official
" on Saturday.

The strike on Friday
killed at least 18 people, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, and three houses were
destroyed in a village near
the  Afghan  border,
residents said.

Pakistan condemned the
airstrike and would sum-
mon the US Ambassador to
protest the attack, Informa-
tion Minister Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed said. He had no in-
formation about Zawahri.

CIA-operated unmanned
drones were believed to
have been used in the attack
on Damadola village, across
the border from Kunar
province in eastern
Afghanistan, the US
Sources said.

A high-ranking Pakistani
official said Zawahri,
deputy to al Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden, was not
in the village. The United
States has offered $25 mil-
lion for either Zawahri or
Bin Laden.

Ayman al-Zawahri

sources said Zawahri was
believed to have made vis-
its to the Bajaur area,
though on Friday he was
not in Damadola, 200 km
northwest of Islamabad.

President Pervez
Musharraf, addressing offi-
cials in the town of Swabi
to the north of Islamabad,
said only: “There was an in-
cident in Bajaur. We are
looking into it, who did it
— people from outside
have come.”

A military spokesman at
US Central Command in
Florida said there had been
no official report of an at-
tack in Pakistan.

Anger has been building
in Pakistan over repeated
US intrusions, and on Satur-

‘Al-Zawahri was not day hundreds of protesters
there at the time,” the Pak- chanted anti-American slo-
istani official said. gans at Inayat Killi village,

Pakistani intelligence near Damadola.
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CHANGING FACE OF TERRO}

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With a paunch
that defined prosperity, Tariq
Dar did rather well as a sales
executive of Johnson & John-
son. Digging his head all the
time in serious books at Kash-
mir University, friends of
PhD student Majid Qadiri
‘thought he would come out
with flying colours in life.
Then there is Manzoor
Chiloo, a sharp looking man
doing his MBBS from a col-
lege in Pune. His family was
looking forward to calling
him a doctor.

That is the frightening
part. Terrorists in India are
no more haggard, pheran-
clad, bearded men who
trudged miles through snow
and river to get into India and
create havoc in Jammu and
Kashmir. Increasingly they
are being identified as execu-
tives, trendy students and i-
pod enabled professionals
who are homegrown. And in
their deadly radar is not just
the Valley but the entire sub-
continent.

According to informed
sources, places like Chandi-
garh, Pune, Noida, Gurgoan
and Indore in the north and
Visakhapatnam, Mysore and
Madurai in the south figure
in the hit-list of terrorists.
The DGPs of the respective
states and the police commis-
sioners of these cities have
been alerted about the new
strategy. This is not an empty
threat to sock a lethargic po-
lice and administration into
wide-eyed proactivity This
information is based on con-
fessions extracted from LeT
and JeM agents arrested in
Delhi, Hyderabad and Banga-
lore in recent weeks.

The other danger is that in
keeping with new targets, ter-
rorist groups are recruiting
new soldiers, indoctrinated in
hate and sucked in through
greed. And India is just the
right hunting ground, provid-
ing anonymity in large cities
with larger unmonitored pop-
ulations. It is easy to mingle
and disappear in India, like
the 11 Pakistani “cricket fans”
who came here for the Indo-
Pak series in March 2005.

Latest intelligence is trou-
bling. J&K, it seems, has meta-
morphosed from a “summit”

to a “base camp”. From afinal -

destination to an initial corri-
dor. There is insidious history

Terrorists in India
are no more haggard,
pheran-clad, bearded

men who trudged

miles through snow
and river to get into
India and create
havoc in J&K
Increasingly they are
being identified as
executives, trendy
students and i-pod
enabled professionals
who are hamegrown

and reason to bear this out.
Mohammed Saeed, Lashkar-e-
Toiba’s Amir, had declared in
July 2005 “the jihad in Kash-
mir would soon spread to en-
tire India. Qur mujahideen

* would create three Pakistans

in India”. Six months after
the statement appeared in the
Pakistani media, India wit-
nessed a series of terror at-
tacks beyond J&K—in Ayod-
hya, the Shramjeevi Express
blast in Jaunpur, Delhi Di-
wali explosions and IISc
killing in Bangalore.
Intelligence agencies have
since cracked 17 ISI-backed
terror modules in different

Armed wing of Pak-based
Markaz-ud Dawa-wal-Irshad
—an anti-US group formed in
1989. Led by Hafiz Muham-
- mad Saeed, the group has'

focused on Kashmir, Follows
Anl-e-Hadi school of thought

community in Persian Guif and
UK, Islamic NGOs

BIG STRIKES

Funding: pakistani :

Founded in
1989 and
supports
J&K's liberation and
accession to Pak, Led by
Syed Salahuddin, it is the
militant wing of Pakistan's
tstamic party Jamaat-e-
{slami. It has conducted
operations with other
Kashmiri militants
Funding: Sources of aid
unknown

security agencies had neu-
tralised more than 180 ISI-
backed terrorist modules
across the country (exclud-
ing J&K and the North-
East), who had been tasked
to target vital installations,
communication links, and
commercial and industrial
centres. They were also
asked to provoke instability
by circulating large quanti-
ties of counterfeit currency
and drug trafficking.

The Gujarat police be-
lieves the state has become
a nodal recruitment centre
for terrorists. Officers say a

cities including Hyderabad,
Mangalore, Delhi, Lucknow,
Coimbatore, Ahmedabad,
Kolkata and Jalgaon.
According to data compiled
by the Institute for Conflict
Management, at least 54 ISI-je-
hadi modules have been dis-

WANTED: The sketch of the terrorist who attacked at the lISc

rupted during 2004-2005, lead-
ing to hundreds of arrests
across India outside J&K and

number of terror modules
busted by the crime branch
and anti-terrorist squads.
“We have boosted our vigil
and intelligence network to
counter this,” said Gujarat

the North-East, in locations DGP AK Bhargava.

that extend from Uttaranchal In Srinagar, a J&K police
to Andhra Pradesh and from  officer said on Friday that
Gujarat to West Bengal. Pakistan-based terror out-

Official sources indicate

fits Laskhar and Al-Badr

1 Oct 2001: Dec Sep 2004:
Jaigh claims _ 2003: india holds
responsibility for uspects - Pakistan Jaish terrorists
suicide attack on Jashhand | pramac responsible
J&K Assembly 13 Dec 2001: |indeadly Jaish for for attack
in Srinagar India implicates anti-Christian | jococcination at- | On Mmakeshift
that killed 31 Jaish and Lashkar | attacks in tempts against temple in
people for Parliament attack | Islamabad | \ycharrat Ayodhya

that between 1998 and 2003, = are driving hard to estab-

lish bases in Delhi and oth-
er metropolitan cities.

In the south, various agen-
cies are working overtime to
determine the extent and
reach of terror networks.
There was always the LeT,
Jaish-e-Mohammad and
Hizbul Mujahideen. Now,
there may be newer, more lo-
cal groups. Data is being col-
lected on the groups and the
logistic support they are get-
ting in the south.

“It is very obvious,” a
senior intelligence officer
explained in Srinagar. “It
is a bigger canvas terror-
ists are looking at. It is
what the Americans are
calling global terror. There
are links, within groups,
people, continents. Increas-
ingly, various terrorist
agenda is coalescing into
one main agenda. They are
saying ‘it is us versus them
and those not with us will
have to die’.”
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Brain behind I1Sc
attack linked

HTC and Agencies
New Delhi, January 1

CENTRAL SECURITY agencies
have established a link between
the mastermind of the attack on
the Indian Institute of Sciences
in Bangalore and Pakistan-based
terrorist group Lashkar-e-Tayye-
ba, sources said here on Sunday.

Meanwhile, asserting that
they were “very confident” of
cracking the case, the police
have said that the probe into the
terrorist attack at the IISc here
was moving “in the right direc-
tion”. Bangalore police commis-
sioner Ajay Kumar Singh said
the police were “very confident”
of detecting the case “as soon as
possible”, but could not set any
deadline considering the “seri-
ousness” of the incident. He said
several people had been ques-
tioned, but none had been ar-
rested. Describing the progress
as “good”, he said, “We should
succeed (in detecting the case)”.

Asked about the possible link
of terrorists involved in the at-
tack on the special task force of-
fice in Hyderabad in October
with the Bangalore terrorist
strike, he said a team from Ban-
galore was in the Andhra capi-
tal, but “no conclusion has been
drawn (linking the two)”.

Delhi Police recently arrested
three Harkat-ul-Jehad militants
in connection with the Hyder-
abad blast.

Shrugging off fears of fresh
terrorist attacks, Bangaloreans
late on Saturday night ushered
in the New Year with the usual
revelry associated with it, as
nearly 4,000 policemen, aided by
“quick reaction forces”, includ-
ing a team from the army, and
bomb disposal squads Kept strict
vigil.The city remained on high

(ya

oLe

UNI

Police patrol a street in Bangalore in the wee hours of Sunday.

alert following Wednesday’s IISc.
attack.

Andhra security stepped up

Taking note of the recent attack
in Bangalore in which a scientist
was gunned down by a suspected
terrorist, the Andhra Pradesh
government has assured all IT
firms that it will provide them
with sufficient security.

Talking to the media during
his brief stay in the city, chief
minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy
said on Sunday morning that his
government would provide full
security to IT companies. The
state government was taking all
possible steps to protect the IT
sector from such possible
threats, he added.

While Satyam has already
started constructing its office in
the city, others likely to follow in
near future include Wipro, TCS
and Infosys. The CM was on his
way to Vizianagaram to inaugu-
rate rubber dam built across the
Jhanjavathi river.

Replying to a media query,

Reddy said that the government
has already taken steps to keep a
keen watch on the activities of
various terrorist organisations
suspected to have been operating
from Hyderabad. He claimed
that the state boasted the best in-
telligence set-up in the country
which was even appreciated by
the Union home ministry.

He informed that Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh was like-
ly to lay the foundation stone for
the expansion of the Visakhap-
atnam Steel Plant at an outlay of
Rs 8,700 crore, for which  ap-
proval has been given by the
Centre. The project promises to
double the production capacity
of the plant on completion of the
first phase of expansion.

The government is set to com-
plete 11 irrigation projects be-
fore the kharif season begins.
"We had promised to complete
eight projects when we came to
power two years ago, however,
now we will be completing 11,
this should be considered as a
very good achievement,” said
Reddy.
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