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W OMEN went to the polls on
Thu rsday for the first time in
Kuvvait, voting for parliament
me! mbers in an election that has
sha ken up politics-as-usual in the
cor 1servative oil-rich emirate.

Y Women, who won the right to
vo'te and run for office last year,
we:nt to separate polling stations
friom men. There are 28 female
ca ndidates among the 252 people
v inning in the election, and women
1t 1ake 57 percent of voters.

“Itfeels like awedding day,” said
Sialwa al-Sanoussi, a 45-year-old
touse wife, one of the first to arrive
{at a women’s polling station in
" Dahyia, one of Kuwait’s wealthiest

areas. She wore black and covered
her hair with a matching headcover.

With Thursday’s vote, Saudi
Arabia is now the only Arab coun-
try that holds elections but doesn’t
allowwomen tovote.

Even fundamentalist Muslims
who opposed giving women the
right to vote have campaigned for
their support in the weeks heading
up to Thursday’s election.

But the entry of women is not the
only new twist in the election. The
vote has sparked a surprisingly vo-
cal campaign for reform in Kuwait,
where the ruling Al Sabah family

first tim:‘e_w\u
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v Kuwait for the

A woman casts her vote in Salwa, Kuwait City on Thursday. AP

Democrati turn ’ ait
Aboy

heads the government and has a
strong influence over politics.
During the campaigning, re-
formist candidates—swho include
Islamic fundamentalists and secular
activists—spoke out harshly
against corruption, accusing minis-
ters and even members of the ruling
family of mismanagement and
wasting state land. .
At one point, the emir, Sheik’
Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah, ex-

1+ pressed his “deep hurt and dismay”
|- over what he called the “low level

of dialogue,” in the campaigns—
though the government did not at-
tempt toclampdownonit. —AP




tougher bill on anvil

. \"Q‘N/ TIMES NEWS NETWORK C\\ A ,\F’\f
’ ~ ) sexual offences involving children.

New Delhi: The Centre is considering a
draft bill to change the definition of rape
and provide for a harsher sentence, Union
home minister Shivraj Patil told re-
porters on Friday. He made
these remarks while speaking
about the key features of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(Amendment) Act, 2005, which
came into force from Friday.
He said experts hade toyed
with three options as punish-
ment—ten years or life im-
prisonment or death—but re-
fused to comment further.
Sources said the new definition of rape
could usher in a significant change. They
said the meaning of ‘rape’ could be en-
larged to include “forced oral and anal sex
and insertion of objects into vagina and
. anus”, as suggested by the National Com-
- mission for Women and the Law Com-
mission. Marital rape is another point to

be considered. Rape could mean sexual

&saultand thus bring in its ambit forms

A provision could be made about the
“consent” of a woman. It has been sug-
gested that the absence of resistance can-
not be deemed to be consent as women are
to prove their absence of will-
ingness with body injuries. The
age of consent of woman could
also be changed. Punishment for
rape may take away the discre-
tion of courts in awarding less
than statutory sentence toan ac-
cused. The sentence could also
be made harsher than the :
presently prescribed one.

Patil expressed happiness at the oth-
er changes being ushered in by the CrPC
amendment. An undertrial prisoner can
be released on a personal bond with or
without sureties if he has been under de-
tention for a period extending to haif the
maximum period of punishment for his
offence. Also, no undertrial can now be
detained beyond the maximum period of
imprisonment for his offence.
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Mor %‘istressing thousghts on the girl child

FI‘he Union Women and’ Child Development ministry,
which often tends to get more upset than embarrassed
over Unicef’s disconcerting findings, has itself come up with
chilling data in the era of globalisation ~ at once a tragedy
nd 4 proud boast of contemporary India. Its minister’s
statement to this newspaper that most girls drop out of
schools in the rural areas before they attain the age of pub-
erty is 4 collective shame. The articulate Renuka Chowdhu-
ry’s bluntness serves to reinforce her statement on Inter-
national Women’s Day flitee months dgo that the girl child
is becoming an “endangered species”. That warning may
have been issued in the context of female foeticide, but the
disgrace is no less acute when the government reflects on
the predicament of village girls in search of learning, It is
established by the ministry that an increasing percent-
Qe of girls are dropping ouf because of the lack of sanitary
facilities in schools. Much as the ministry claims that its sta-
tistics pertain to the rural areas in eight states, conditions
are as shocking in certain parts of Metro India. Hence the
minister’s admission in a moment of candour that the build-
ings of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi, even govern-
ment and private sschools, are so dilapidated that “insuffi-
cient sanitary conditions force the girls to stay out of school
for their convenience”. Her directive that “no school in the
Capital should run without toilets” reaffirms the reality that
sanitation ranks among the foremost disincentives to learn-
ing. It is pretty much obvious that there has been no
improvement since 2003 when a survey on elementary
education -revealed that the percentage of schools without
toilets for girls varied from 2.32 in Jharkhand (it was 3.32
in Bihar) to 58.35 in Haryana. Only 7.97 per cent of the
schools in West Bengal could boast of such facilities. Small
wonder that the latest data shows that the dropout rate in
the state’s class I to X category is a staggering 84.44 per cent.
If .in the Prime Minister’s reckoning, the overall dropout
rate in “unacceptably high”, drastic prescriptions are im-
perative. 1t is almost comforting to imagine that universal
clementary education will one day be a reality. The reality,
as revealed by the government’s own statistics, makes a trav-
esty of what must be Dr Manmohan Singh’s consummation
devoutly to be wish=d ~ “we need education for all today”.

Acutely disgraceful.
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~-Gender bias:

Prana\b

army vice-chie

Sonali Das | TNN

Hazaribag: A day after vice-
chief of army staff Lt-Gen-
eral S Pattabhiraman ten-
dered apology for his remark
on women recruits in the
armed forces, defence min-

WOMEN NO ISSUE

4 Pattabhuraman has

" apologised for his
statement and it is
evident that he,
too, has concerns
about women sol-
diers in the army

Pranab Mukherjee
DEFENCE MINISTER

ister Pranab Mukherjee set
out to defend him saying that
his atonement itself was an

shields

indication that the army had
no gender bias or reserva-
tion against women.
“Pattabhiraman has apol-
ogised for his statement and
it is evident that he, too, has
concerns about women sol-
diers in the army,” Mukher-
jee said expressing confi-
dence that women will be
given their right place in the
army. The army vice-chief’s
remark that women should
be kept out of the services
had created an uproar in po-
litical and social circles of
the country forcing him first
to deny his statement and
later apologise for it.
Mukherjee, however, re-
fused to comment on what
steps the army would take
to make conditions more
conducive for women sol-
diers. “I have nothing more
to say to the press,” he said.
After being conferred the D
Litt degree of the universi-
ty, Mukherjee in his 30-
minute speech stressed the
need for a substantive na-
tional consciousness among
citizens, particularly stu-
dents, and asserted that ed-
ucation was one of the most
powerful tools for demo-
cratic empowerment.
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Army Vice-Chief regrets remarks

"I have no hesitation in tendering apology,” says Lt. Gen. Pattabhiraman Pt

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: THE Vice-Chief of Ar-
my Staff, Lt. General S. Pattab-
hiraman, on Tuesday said he
regretted that “remarks ascribed
to me by a journalist during an
interview on June 16 in relation
to intake of lady officers in the
Army have caused consternation
and generated adverse publici-

“Should my remarks, as re-
ported in the Press, have caused
any anguish or doubt on my per-
sonal commitment and healthy
respect towards the role of lady
officers in the Army, I have no
hesitation in tendering an apol-

© “| have a healthy respect
for fady officers in the
Army”

» "The lady officers have
contributed a lot”

ogy to such groups or sections of
society or individuals,” he said in
a statement. Gen. Pattabhira-
man had been quoted as saying
that the Army could do without
women. ,

His purported observation
came against the backdrop of a
lady officer committing suicide.
Despite issuing a clarification

that his comments were “mis-
construed and quoted out of
context”, the said remarks had
drawn flak from women activ-
ists.

In his statement on Tuesday,
Gen. Pattabhiraman said: “I
would like to place on record
that the lady officers joining the
Army as part of the Women’s

Special Entry Scheme have con-
tributed in as much measure as
their male counterparts have to-
wards upholding the Army’s tra-
ditional work culture and ethos.

g They have also excelled in fields

such as adventure sports and
shooting, apart from providing
value addition to the Army’s
work in fields like education, IT,
communication engineering, ar-
chitecture, inventory manage-
ment, intelligence and combat
logistics. I also recognise that
women of our country have
played a stellar role not only in
nation-building but also in ex-
treme adventure activities like
climbing the Everest.”




(LLd) Kepamjes uo peqerdpAH
UL AMIPEOY IR0 Y
ays e apured yno-Fagssed
o) xNJe 13)SYS J9Y YIIM
udsBIBWINY BHAEY 10T

*1N9 QILNVYM

[PLJoUIW JIPUD

(9 98ed 99%) Tem JO IJU0
-stad uaye) aq Aewr aYs YITYM
UT OLTBUSIS B U)IM [B3p 0} M0Y
ST SSuIm JeqUIOd 0} SIINJIOAT
uswiom Uo Lorjod ay) Surping
uorjowa pajeIsun ue ng oq
-1ssod 31 aypewr 0} Lotfod pusure
0} 9ARY [[IM JUIUIUISA08 YL
"anssy Teoriijod pue [EINIMO
B JO 910U ST SBUTM JRqUI0D OJUT
USWIOM JO Uononpur 8y

‘s.1edeueul SO1)

-St807 pue SjsATeur ‘SsIfeIod

-ds e8ensuel Jo/pue eage se sd

-102 3oUaS{Ieut Y31 03 payInI>
-913q T[IM USUIOM dJI0UW ngl

‘UOINeINPR pue youeag 1eis

UsH Smoo%mdw np 9y} ‘(Paa

\

-198 BHWSNS YOTYM Ul JIIIINO
ayy) sdao) Addug AuLry 9y
se s8utm yons ur ATUO UOTSST
U0 3JTAIRS LIOYS U0 S.I3D
-1JJO Sk PAlINPUL 8 03 USTWOM
Joj smofre A0170d JU8IIMd 9Y ],
*$IIUM JeqUIOD 0) UdWIOM JO JU
-3unIN.I%a 9Y) SULIBPISU0D Afo
-JRTPIUIHT JOU ST ARLIE YL
Taqumu
ayenbape ul sajepipued afewr
3[qeNns puly 0} JMIYJIP sem
1 INg "SIPEI 1901J30 ST Ut ade
-1I0US atj) 199WI 0) SUTHYIS Sem
sxe3renbpesy] Aulle asnedsq
payoune] sem swIayds 8y,
*90J0] Suons-YHef-¢ o1
3} Ul 8390130 Ape] 816 A[UO X8

L eI

aI9Y,, '€661 Ul uesaq jey] aus
-[os Ao (eraads e sopum pajl
-N1031 SuTeqaIe USWOM "UIW
-oM jsurede psmays Apaeoy
ST AWLIE 843 03 JuSuRNIOY
* B Aurre 3o sanog
-11 33 J0J paxedaad Afrejuau,,
W0 }snu (WU IYI]) oYM U9
-wom SunIINLIdAL U0 U3aY Sem
11 pres s1a)renbpesy AuLry
*SI01J0
usawWom  Jo juswadeuewl su
-1Jod J9y1am] 03 MOY,, U0 SaIns
-eaul 35938n0S 0} SUOLFBWIC] Pe
-1J 03 pure (PBUIOISSTUIIOD SUTaq
ax0joq seved oy} ysnoayy md
aJe S}oped USOM aIaym) Te
-tuet) Ul AIApedy Sulureyy,

SISO Yt 0} UsALF usaq pey
suonon.sut Jeyj pappe oH
‘pres eire(ng ,,‘SI9010 UaWoMm
aqout 3onput o} SUTHooT dIe 3m
‘seurr) Suyduer oy} yim 3ut
-deey uy Kyioqesyeyd epuwt
-Sng JURUNNAIT Jo 9sed JISe)
pue pes st} Wo.gy 9.I0W! 1L.Ied]
0} adoy apy AwTe ayy Jo pred
TeJ2a)ut Ue 8UI0J3(] 03 S1301JI0
Apel a¥I] yonu AIaA PINOM S
“aJi[ JO 2d£) JUSIFNP € put} 0}
patedald A[rejudawt aq pmoys
Aay, "pauren Afeyenbape aq 0}
PoaU UaWoM 10 Ustll pue Aulte
9y} Ul y3no3 aq wed 9y,
Aepo} a9y}
saoyTenbpedy Auwxe oy Sul

-yeads ‘eueqlng gy [gIdU8H
-J0feN pres ‘, (199)se-Jjos Mo],,
woJj pareyns oys jey) )sad
-8ns jstneryodsd e yum suon
-gJ[nsu09 J9Y apnjout 1ey3 spio
-daa Areuturtaad Ing yIeap 18y
03 SUrpe9[ SeolrISWINIITI 8y}
arednsaaul 03 Axmbui Jo mod
e payutodde sey Luwrxe oy,
‘urxopsd 03
pajey Anstway) ut OSW 8y}
1ey) syse} — sataejrusip sur
-Jista 0} sjenibnioq Y18 pue sa1y
-1ed Jy3ru-a7¢] astuedao o] ap
-ewl SUraq sem ays Jayie] I8y
P01 9y$s "uLI0)10d 0} Juem Jou
PIp oS seNp pausisse 3uteq
sem ays asnedaq pajexsniy

sem Kepsinyg, uo ndwey
-p1 ul siglxrenbpesy puex
-TOY) UXSYIION S AuLTe aify Ut
J19sI9Y 30Us oym “Lyrioqery
-eYD BIUWSNS JUeUaINaY]
‘SSuIM JBqIOd-UI0U
S 0} pMMIOdT 3q [[n
JOqUIMU X3} JO alouwl ng
3JPED 101JO ST Ul uomom
3O judmadeue™ Y} YpM
Supddead sem )1 yeyqy pe
-rmpe Aepoy siajxenbpe
-9y Autre 1321150 Ape] € JO
apIoIns a3y} Jo yeuLIsije
oy} Uy ;L1 aump ‘TYIaq MaN

INIANOJSTIIOD
TVIDAJS ANO

S U0 SpeaI) AULLY




v

\ /
E,&nsuring children’s
¥ & right to food

S urvival is tough for most Indian children. About half

s

of them suffer from chronic malnutrition and per-

sistent hunger. More than 60 of 1000 children born

die before their first birthday; and nearly three mil-
lion children under the age of five die annually from preven-
table diseases. Despite progress and constitutional
guarantees, children frequently suffer deprivation and lack
of access to certain basic services. Recently, an all-India
convention in Hyderabad on ‘Children’s Right to Food’ drew
attention to the role of the Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) in protecting the rights of children below six
— their right to food, nutrition, health, and pre-school edu-
cation. Although it is the world’s largest early child devel-
opment programme, the ICDS is tragically starved of funds.
The convention called for “universalisation with quality” of
the ICDS. Currently, many ICDS anganwadis are in dis-
repair; and improvements are needed to their working con-
ditions and physical infrastructure, including utensils and
water supply. Improving quality calls for training and in-
creasing the numbers of anganwadi workers who presently
work under extremely difficult circumstances with low sala-
ries and inadequate community support. Universalisation
implies that the benefits of the ICDS should reach every
child under six, every adolescent girl, and every pregnant
and nursing mother with special emphasis placed on mar-
ginalised Dalit and tribal communities. The Supreme Court
orders on the ICDS in the ‘Right to Food’ case in 2001
mandated the universalisation of the Noon Meal Scheme
(NMS) and the ICDS. However, these orders have still not
been implemented in many States. Of the required 1.7 mil-
lion anganwadi centres, 650,000 have been ‘established’ and
only 600,000 are functional.

This apart, much waits to be done. There is, for example,
an imperative need to provide children below three with
supplementary nutrition (apart from the noon meal); orga-
nise counselling for young mothers about their children’s
nutritional needs; and give poor communities vital informa-
tion on health interventions. The key to remedying the
nutritional deprivation of India’s children is for the various
governments to give this issue priority attention. Although it
is already one of the core commitments of the Common
Minimum Programme, further impetus will come from in-
corporating the challenge of overcoming nutritional depri-
vation in the 11th Plan, as was suggested at the Hyderabad
convention. Bringing the inter-related issues into the public
domain by making ICDS data transparent in accordance
with the Right to Information Act, prohibiting ICDS priv-
atisation, and ensuring consensus-building and wide com-
munity participation in strengthening the scheme are
critical to its success. This will go along way in ensuring that
the basic rights of tens of millions of India’s poorest children
are enforced.
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Quick justice
only for raped
“foreighiers?

|nd|an victims are ignored by the very system
that dispenses 22-day convictions, says 26-yr-old
German student who was raped in Alwar

S

rape conviction in 22
days is not the norm in
dia but a rare excep-

tion. Until now, this exception
has only been made in Ra-
jasthan for foreigners who
come from countries that are
important for the Indian
tourism sector. These convic-
tions show the potential ca-
pacity of the police and judi-
ciary for dispensation of quick
justice but they also point to
the fact that many Indian rape
victims are discriminated
against and ignored by the

lation against women who al-
ready have become victims of
sexual violence, it concerns all
women in India. The prevalent
impunity in rape cases creates
an atmosphere within society
which encourages men to use
violence against women.

The danger comes not only
and not mainly from perpe-
trators who are unknown to
the victims but often from col-
leagues, friends, husbands and
other relatives. It makes
things even worse that crimes
committed by persons who are
well-known to the victim are
mostly not taken seriously.

The danger comes not only and not
mainly from perpetrators who are
unknown to the victims but often
from colleagues, friends, husbands
and other relatives

same system. A victim has
only a small chance of getting
(quick) justice if there are no
financial interests at stake, if
she is not in an influential po-
sition and if there is not much
media attention.
The fact that in many cas-
es victims have to wait for a
trial for several years and that
the majority of rape accused
are acquitted demonstrates
that state governments and ju-
diciaries fail to handle cases
of violence against women
with due diligence,
" Amnesty International has

> elaborated in several reports
7 that governments, under these

conditions, are responsible for

: human rights violations

against women even if the
acts are committed by private
individuals.

If a state fails to ensure law
enforcement, if the behaviour
of police and judiciary offi-
cials leads to a widespread im-
punity in cases of sexual vio-
lence, this has to be judged as
the tolerance and acceptance
of violence against women by

; the state. This state failure is
i not only a human rights vio-

A widespread prejudice
about so-called date rapes is
that it was a consensual act.
But can anyone really imagine
that a woman would choose to
go through many humiliating
judicial procedures, especial-
ly in%a society where rape vic-
tims are strongly stigmatised
and where it is highly proba-
ble that the offender will be ac-
quitted, if her claims were not
true? In fact, most women who
experience sexual violence
don’t repbrt it because they are

¥

afraid of the police, afraid ofumem

the stigma and afraid of the of-
fender and his family.

It is a shame if people al-
lege in so-called date rape cas-
es that the victim agreed or
that she is somehow respon-
sible or guilty for what has
happened. Is a victim guilty
only for trusting a friend or
colleague and being friendly
to him or, in other words, for
having a drink and dinner
with him? Is it asking too
much if a woman expects re-
spectful behaviour from a
friend?

» Fair, fast trial a must, P 8




10 Ssilxlio BlEGE beelly
gkt 1Blle 1) SIale wlb
LDl M) hell) keIt | elb)
a8 MO BBkl 1ok
ledp) 428 add: BWIG ‘Blala
Usile Ilolelle Q%8 Gelr & lolelte
Q8 H—=II lolelle BlISE D
BUBke ‘lekodb DReld BRI
| 2RI, Mdalle) kdllse) 5-blld]
| 5 ozl ke i 1Bl
" BlOED BED ek -l 1Rk 9%
BIBle) ab ‘Qlzlle B8y ledi)
2h 25 ‘Melb Diblo® bIlbla ¢l
) lodululle kOkD o | (SRly]
#llee) “ledzle G4 et gl b b
Q) Ikle —lld) “IitlsloalE
Ik 0% BLIR] LB

Jm_uw/m_%w p & @i My

QD Kb QZ) ble blof|a\lb
Bl lkloglz  pigdojledll:
BlUsBIO  |1ege]libeteinl  Bllablay
Islale Bl o SH kD
AR £IDIe |l 1% Bl Blsld)
9UZ) QB ‘bledb ple | BISb|
Bl Q) SRR sl ad
AU) Bl ke Lelle) 1@\ blod>
102 ldulple Jolfbibllopialdl,
Blsk(E  B-Zle,  Blolbled
(allle Slb lklple  Qelkie
oblle BlERE bIO 1Bk 23
lodb| Blsad] |Gkl |biblls
% Qllble  BENE  BlEpb
EWEEWV@%FW%

lillelin ZB\lslle SIlakb Slili]ie

4ot ‘e BRI B bk QOleie BLIA bllmlk)l E5

Y I&le LIRN AN 12222 Bb | pab| bl )2 S8 L) by | @bl 0okl |8 'z Bl

o lele) UL Balle)d olflog
Ry LalR) ShE BIOkh biflodRlx
o Lol allells] dleiblis Qe
BlaeBle Sl bleklb Lol
SUlslle Qe F5 LBIIB|A B
leld sa|Bb] Qi) bliklb salisd
lolltdie ho2|Bsli) dudle BEII ZH
(Blabis |& fleln BOIRbIA BheI%
pdte Lol> bbsliete: Ll QIE|holslin
5% GUR) KIk| (Rl Blidulel®
lad b)) LelbRlyl Bllokliop)
ek 1o lleglls  lzbibiale
b b b Badlk fie Blblle

12b2% @de BlEkb QOB | bbjliee
EEEN%% Li.ﬁwﬁ YN

121D b-kQdB) bl &b lealkRle] Blloble febin flebie kik
shisb] Alb) Bleklb biab blq
152l Q0% Lodb| Blslad] blo
QI |zl ©QIG 1{ielle AI|4D [Rebe
Soeh|E kORd AR ab ‘@IsIe
b lle2B] Bldu|fle  Bllala

Ibielo], lebie BlisklB fisla B5|12a\ 4
Blallliold] 2 plls BlkibA
S I8l 1k WIT  mliebln
BIGR| 1] SIUBRIE Sl

14]07%) Bi7ab 514 Bellie Slodb
2 old ST Ble@ Bloy Bl
B Ikl Q&) kI “Eeb siadl|
B 1qe 26 Ml 1o B
) ebil@lofz |QbBle 9ldlzlz
Z)dsb] BlEbib ble 25 | 2l Rbib
Balbl Bb Ble) Bled blEk{b

Eltslle dlledb] dlellalls Blde|ple

& BIG BIo> fiellelo leitle] BAGIBEZ  liedlelle 4011) Lale IR lnE | |
U5 Qlleld Bllbble “felob 1o|6] w@@%@@@n,rﬁﬁr«b
IEIDM] Dlies Lol 1bIlle GOlollin 6 BRsIbE |G |halb3ie Rifle]

21204 9B kb AW Blisk|b

‘bl 129% [d> b AL Blisk(b | -
‘lodb flle bisle lolkiz |Br |
BEIGM |olflobfake & loBlle Bls |

Elk  1Bleble lndle we2q |
QUbe Bl @ikl Bl |

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA



—_

A

Dhananjay Mahapatra | NN

New Delhi: Providing a new input to
deal with sexual offenders in a male-
dominated society, the supreme court
has advised all trial courts to treat a
victim’s testimony as gospel truth un-
less it is tinged with a false motive to
implicate the accused.

Just her word against that of the
alleged rapist is enough, said a bench
comprising Justices Arijit Pasayat
and S H Kapadia. “In a given case,
even if a doctor who examined the
victim does not find a sign of rape, it
isno ground to disbelieve the sole tes-
timony of the prosecutrix,” it said.

Explaining the enormous amount
of reliance put on the victim’s state-
ment, Justice Pasayat, writing the

judgment for the bench, said that in
the normal course, a victim of sexu-
al assault would not like to disclose
such an offence even to her family
members much less before the police.

“The Indian woman has a tenden-
cy to conceal such offence because it

. s, ... - . \// .
Rape victim’s word eno

LY Y J2V.N

(h1
Yt g

é Even if there is no sign
of rape, it is no ground
to disbelieve the
complainant’s testimony

The Indian woman tends
to conceal rape since it
involves both her and

her family’s prestige ~

involves her prestige as well as that
of her family. Only in a few cases do
the victims or family members have
the courage to go to a police station
and lodge a case,” he said.

The apex court’s observations
came while deciding a case where a
person had raped a six-month preg-
nant woman in broad daylight inside
the court premises at Hardoi in Uttar
Pradesh. Interestingly, the accused
Om Prakash had accompanied the
wormnan to the court to help her in ar-

4 & MAY 2006

ggh: SC

rangi.n£ bafltor her husband. The tri-
al court convicted him and sentenced
him to ten years’ imprisonment. The
Allahabad HC upheld the conviction
and the sentence.

Dealing with his appeal, the 8C
found that the rape charges were
proved against the accused but he
could not have been convicted for rap-
ing a pregnant woman as no evidence
to that effect was given in the trial
court by the prosecution.

“Mere possibility of knowledge is
not enough. It required the prosecu-
tion to establish that the accused knew
her to be pregnant,” the court said and
reduced the sentence from ten years to
seven years. Expressing outrage at the
rising graph of crimes against
women—rapes in particular—Justice
Pasayat said, “It is an irony that while
we are celebrating women'’s rights in
all spheres, we show little or no con-
cern for her honour. It’s a sad reflec-
tion on the attitude of indifference by
society towards the violation of human
dignity of the victims of sex crimes.”

"
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Scarred fo

Fifteen years after the Kunan
Poshpora mass rape, women of the
‘two villages are ostracised and

‘ U are not welcome
here. Go away. We don't
want to talk to you.
People of your kind

have been coming here all

_ through these years, selling the
plight of our daughters and mak-
ing money... Please go away, we
will not talk to you...” These were
the words that welcomed this cor-
respondent in Kunan Peshpora, in

Trehgam block of Kupwara district

on the Line of Control in North

Kashmir. ,

~ Accompanied by Md Abdul
. Khalig Mir who lived in the same
. village and two volunteers ~ Md

Bashir Ahmed Shiekh and Md
Manzoor Ahmed Masoodi ~ from
Magbool - National Welfare
Association, an NGO that works
for destitute women and orphans
in Kashmir, the visit to Kunan
Poshpora, one of the most infa-
mous villages in the Valley, was
meant to study the impact on the
lives of the people of that fateful
day in 1991 when the entire village
figured in the international head-
lines.

The sleepy hamlets of Kunan
Poshpora allegedly witnessed the
mass rape of women during a cor-
don-and-search operation by the
4th Rajputana Rifles of the 68
Mountain Brigade on the night of
23 and 24 February 1991. The inci-
dent generated much controversy
and enormous publicity, given the
human rights violations and

. alleged excesses of the security
. forces. The charge was that not
less than 23 ~ possibly up to 100
women of all ages ~ were raped by
the troops. The matteris shrouded
in mystery as the officials claim
that no. such incident had
occurred. Yet, the fact remains
that the entire village has been
stigmatised for the past 15 years.

Even after all these years, the

mere mention’ of the word
“akhbar wali” (journalist) caused
- the entire village to rise up in arms
against this correspondent. The
village women did not want to
talk. They said: “You make money
and go away, and do nothing for
us or our girls.” However, with
. constant persuasion by Md

Khalig, the people started opening

up slowly.

Md Sadiq Dar, 50, recalls that
fateful day. There was a crackdown
in the entire village by the troops
of Rajputana Rifles. There had
been heavy snowfall the earlier
night, and the troops asked all the
men of the village to come out of
their homes. They gathered at
Kunan Chowk for interrogation. It

Vi

humiliated, writes KAVITA SURI

is alleged that the troops raped the
village women all through the
night. ‘

Even after 15 years, it has not
been possible to erase the stigma
attached with Kunan Poshpora.
Nobody is willing to marry girls
from here.

Kunan village consists of about
150 families. The population is

over 3,000. Most of the girls are

still unmarried. o
Initially, it seemed that peoplé

would forget after a few years and -

everything would fall in place.
However, that was not to happen.

Fifteen years ago. the girls of the
village were young. Teday, their
lives still remain scarred. Most of
them are unmarried, while the few
thrat did get married returned to
their maternal homes afteér brief
stays at their in-laws. Mareover,
almost all the schoo! and college-
going girls discontinued their
studies after the incident.

"As a result of the incident, peo-
ple of the surrounding areas and
other villages began to tease the
girls of Kunan. Those who ven-
tured out to collect firewood from
the nearby forests would have to
face taunting remarks. People
said: “You are the ones who were
raped by the troops.”

.Gradually, the girls stopped

y ’ s
{%"‘:%\“m .
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going out to collect firewood. In

fact, for the past 14 years, most of

them have not left their houses.
Dar, who has two daughters,

married off the elder one,
Shakeela, in Poshpora in 1997
with great difficulty; few were will-
ing to consider marrying their son
to his “stigmatised” daughter. Her
inslaws called her names, tortur-
ing her:and often telling her that
“they married their son to her,
knowing she was a rape victim.”
After ‘a few months when she
could bear it no longer, Shakeela
returned home to her father. She
now has two sons and finds it very
difficult to sustain the family.

Dar’s younger daughter, Zarina,
was married later but she, too,
returned home after a year.

Dar said: “She too faced the
sarne situation. Still, I sent her
back to her in-laws, but they beat
her up. They would tell her that
she was a rape victim and that
they took pity on her, thinking she
would bring a good dowry ~ which
she did not.” He added that after
the incident, he forced his daugh-
ters to quit studies. However, he
now laments having done so.

He said: “Had they continued
with their education, they would
have been self-sufficient and
independent today. I wonder what

o

Fr a\/
S

will happen to them after 1 am
gone.” :

After the infamous incident,
over 100 girls of the two villages
quit their studies, Dar informed.
This is because their classmates
taunted them endlessly. At
Kunan’s Government Middle
School (the only such school in

“the entire hamlet), the girls from

the village discontinued for they
could not take it any longer. And
for the ones who travelled all the
way to high schools in Heeri and
Trehgam, covering 10-15 km, it
was the same story.

Said Abdul Khalig: “In the bus,
people would raise fingers at
them, calling them rape victims,
even if they were not among the
ones to have been raped... If only
these girls were educated, they
would have a better chance in the
marriage market. Worst of all, the

* stigma of hailing from Kunan per-

sisted. The result is that most of
the girls are unmarried and uned-
ucated.”

Abdul Khaliq lamented the lot of

" the Kunan Poshpora women. He
“ said: “It was such a heinous inci-

dent... Naturally, the girls are stig-

38 matised. Things worsened as they

were not educated and had no
jobs.”

The villagers are fed up with the
NGOs, media persons, human
rights activists and others who vis-
ited them and made promises that
were never to be fulfilled. Khaira
Begum said: “We were told that we
would be helped, that our girls
would be rehabilitated. Sa many
promises were made to our
daughters and us, but none were
fulfilled...”

Nobody, not even the elected
representatives, has done any-
thing for the girls of Kunan
Poshpora. Of course, with the
exception of Dilafroze Qazi, a
woman from Srinagar who runs
the SSM College of Engineering in
Parihaspora, Pattan. Qazi opened
a public school for the girls of the
area. Started two years ago, the
school ~ where education is free
for Kunan'’s residents ~ has 43 stu-
dents on its rolls. Qazi has also

opened a self-help group for

young women where lessons in
embroidery are given.

Perhaps Kunan Poshpora does
not exist for the rest of the people.

[The author, the Jammu-based
Special Representative of The
Statesman, is also a peace scholar
with WISCOMP (Women In
Security, Conflict Management
and Peace)]
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Kuwait women
vote for first time

Kuwait, April 4 (Reuters):
Women made history in
Kuwait today by voting and
running for office for the first
time in a local by-election after
the conservative, US-allied
Gulf state granted thiem suf-
frage last year.

Polls opened at 0500 GMT
for the vote to fill a single seat
in the 16-member Municipal
Council. The rest of the mem-
bers were elected or appointed
last year.

“Today is the biggest feast
we have been waiting for for
more than 40 years,” Khaledah
al-Khadher, one of the two fe-
male candidates, said at a
polling station in Salwa sub-
urb. “This is the first time
Kuwaiti women can show the
men that we are capable, it is
important that we do our best
and leave the outcome of the
polls to God,” added Khadher,
wearing a conservative black
Islamic-style dress.

Some 28,000 voters, includ-
ing 16,000 women, are eligible
to cast ballots for the six men
and two women standing. Last
May, parliament passed a gov-
ernment-sponsored bill grant-
ing suffrage to women who
had fought for their political
rights for more than four
decades.

Today’s election paves the
way for women to take part in
2007 parliamentary polls, the
first since Kuwait’s new ruler,
Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad
al-Sabah, took office this year
after the death of his half-
brother.

“Contesting this election
and other elections is a must
for Kuwaiti women, it is a

05 APF 2038

Candidate Khaleda al-Khadher (left) jokes with supporters

at a polling station in Kuwait. (Reuters)

right women have been denied
and they have now got it
back,” said candidate Khad-
her, 48.

“This is a historic day,”
said an announcer on state-
run Kuwait Television, which
carried live footage of male
voters in traditional white
robes and women, many in
black gowns covering them
from head to toe, voting in sep-
arate rooms.

Islamist MPs, who were op-
posed to granting women po-
litical rights, had pushed
through a clause requiring
separate polling stations for
men and women.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Nasser al-Mohammad al-
Sabah said today that the polit-
ical participation of women
would boost Kuwait’s interna-

THE TELEGRAPH

tional standing.

Visiting a polling station
with some cabinet members,
he said today: “We say to
Kuwaiti women: ‘God bless
you'. You are welcome to par-
ticipate in all spheres of life.”
Kuwaitis voted in wider mu-
nicipal polls last June but
women could not take part be-
cause the suffrage bill was de-
layed by conservative Islamist
and tribal MPs.

Shortly after women won

the vote, the reformist govern-

ment appointed its first female
cabinet minister, planning
minister Massouma  al-
Mubarak, arights activist.
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Legal Correspondent N«”P
[ — >

NEW DELHI: The Centre on Mon-
day informed the Supreme
Court that it was looking into the
controversy over the establish-
ment of a paralle] Muslim judi-
cial system in the wake of a
‘fatwa’ issued by Islamic semi-
nary Darul-Uloom against a
Muslim girl, allegedly raped by
her father-in-law.

Additional Solicitor-General
Gopal Subramaniam told a
Bench of Justices Ruma Pal and
Dalveer Bhandari that “we are
looking into the matter. We have
to collect information from all
over the country,” Hence, he
sought time from the court. The
Bench accepted the request and
asked the petitioner, advocate
Vishwa Lochan Madan, to serve
a copy of the petition to the par-
ties if he had not already given.

In August last, the apex court
had issued notice to the Centre,
the All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) and oth-
ers on a writ petition to restrain
the Board from establishing a
parallel Muslim judicial system

(Nizam-e-Qaza). Mr. Madan

MBI
= ik, f‘l‘ly/\iLU,

/ /
Centre studying fallout ,
of ‘fatwa’ against girl

’

N

submitted that Imrana was al-
legedly raped by her father-in-
law and the village panchayat
passed a fatwa asking her to treat
her father-in-law as her hus-
band. The Darul-Uloom also de-
clared that Imrana was ineligible
to live with her husband. This .
was endorsed by the AIMPLB.

He contended that matters re-
lating to Imrana’s status of mar-
riage and dissolution of
marriage were squarely covered
under Section 2 of the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat) Applica-
tion Act, 1937. He said a parallel
Muslim judicial system was
sought to be introduced by the
setting up of Dar-ul-Qaza
(courts) at various places which
had started functioning as
courts of justice.

He demanded that activities
of the AIMPLB and other similar
organisations for establishment
of a Muslim judicial system and
the setting up of Dar-ul-Quzas
and Shariat Court be made abso-
lutely illegal and unconstitu-
tional, and fatwas pronounced
by various authorities were
made unenforceable.
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MPs demand panel on girl Ehildrg{g )

0\
Special Correspondent \)S) !

NEW DELHI: Members in the Lol'{éa&a
g

on Monday recommended the sett;
up of an MPs’ committee to look into
the issues relating to the girl child.
The suggestion was made during the
‘zero hour after Tejaswini Sriramesh
(Congress) drew the members’ atten-
tion to alleged sexual abuse of a school
girl in Chincholi (Karnataka) by some
advocates when she approached one of

e,

hap

them for help to get a bus pass. The
victim — a minor — who had lost her
bus pass sought help from an advocate
who demanded Rs. 300 for the job. Ms.
Sriramesh alleged that the advocate
assaulted the girl since she was carry-
ing only Rs. 100. He also allowed three
of his colleagues to exploit her. The
victim is now pregnant, she claimed.
According to Ms. Sriramesh, the vic-
tim approached the court directly and
the judge asked her to file a complaint

THE HINLU

with the police. The police registered a
case only after court’s intervention.

Ms. Sriramesh said that while the
Government was announcing schemes
and laws for the girl child, there should
be a proper mechanism to monitor
such laws and schemes and also the
cases of abuse of girls. ,

The House agreed and suggested
the setting up of a committee. It also
recommended that the Bar Council of
India be apprised of the matter.

e
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Grant, Waters
get 6-yr R for

'2’

Mumbai: A sessions court
on Saturday sentenced
British nationals Duncan
Grant and Alan Waters to
six years’ rigorous impris-
onment for sexually abus-
ing children of the shelter
homes run by the duo here
and in Raigad.

The court also sen-
tenced another accused
William D’Souza, a local
resident, to three years’
rigorous imprisonment
for abetting the others in
sexually abusing children

3 *paedophﬁfa

Waters and Grant were
convicted under section
377 (having unnatural sex)
along with other sections
of the IPC. They were ac-
cused of sexual exploita-
tion and assault by five mi-
nor boys who were previ-
ously living at three shel-
ter homes set up by Grant
in 2001. D’Souza, superin-
tendent of the Colaba shel-
ter home, was tried for
aiding the Britons. Both
Grant and Waters fled the
country when the case
came to light.
However, Waters
was  deported
from the US in
2004 after Inter-
pol issued a red-
corner  notice
against the duo.

Grant had
shifted base to

Grant and Waters are taken to the
sessions court on Saturday

at shelter homes in Cola-
ba, Cuffe Parade and Mu-
rud Janjira in Raigad. Be-
sides, it imposed a fine of
20,000 sterling pounds
each on Grant and Waters.
The fine will have to be
paid in Indian rupees at
Saturday’s exchange rate
of Rs 79 for one pound.
The fine amount will be
used for the rehabilitation
of the boys who were sex-
ually abused by the duo.

Tanzania and
faced child-abuse
allegations even
there after he set up similar
shelter houses and was de-
ported to Britain. He re-
turned to India in June 2005
and surrendered before the
police. D'Souza was arrest-
ed in 2001 and granted bail.

In November, D’souza

told the court he wanted to™

turn an approver. However,
the very next day, he al-
leged that the prosecution
had “armtwisted” him into
turning an approver. agencies
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. A progressive

~ \Q (] [

& o direction
RN

~ he Supreme Court’s direction on Tuesday to the

Centre and the States to enact legislation to make
the registration of marriages compulsory irrespec-
tive of religion is a breakthrough. It will aid the
amiiritling of the unhealthy social edifices of child mar-
riage and the exploitation of married women. The Court has
ordered the governments to amend the relevant rules and
procedures within three months to effect this. Compulsory
registration will have far-reaching benefits. Child marriage,
which continues to be practised in many communities (al-
though prohibited by a 1929 Act), will be drastically cur-
tailed, ensuring the girl child the right to a free and
wholesome childhood. Parents will no longer be able to sell
their girl children into marriage for economic reasons or
because of social compulsions. This is evidenced by the fact
that in Sri Lanka, after registration was made compulsory,
there was a dramatic decrease in child marriages. Cases of
desertion and polygamy are likely to be fewer as there will be
documentary proof of marriage. A marriage certificate can
be used in court by women in vulnerable situations to assert
their rights as spouses.

Since the Special Marriage Act came into force in 1954 for
civil marriages, there have been moves to push for legisla-
tion to document all marriages. But these have fallen by the
wayside as the majority of marriages are solemnised by
religious rites and fall within the domain of different per-
sonal laws. Meanwhile, the absence of such a law has caused
tremendous hardship to women of all communities as the
core principles of gender equality and non-discrimination
are often nullified by retrograde social practices. Only a few
States have taken the initiative to make registration com-
pulsory. The reform, which has been spearheaded by the
National Commission for Women, will have a nationwide
impact as proof of marriage will now be available. If the
purposes of the proposed law are to be served fully, it must
have the following attributes. The process of registration
must be made simple. Cost, access, and effective communi-
cation will be the keys to success in urban as well as rural
India. The costs of registration should be nominal. Easy,
hassle-free access will be facilitated if, in towns and clusters
of villages, post offices in addition to sub-registrar’s offices
and, in villages, village administrative officers or gram pra-
mukhs are entrusted with the job of registration. As in the
case of compulsory registration of births and deaths, there
must be a vigorous campaign to communicate the new rules
of the game to all households, above all to women. It needs to
be emphasised that, under extenuating circumstances, un-
registered marriages should not stand invalidated. The gov-
ernment has to be responsive to the difficulties of women
that may arise from non-registration. Although many specif-
ics are yet to be settled, it is clear the Supreme Court has
struck a progressive blow for gender equality in India.
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Farah wages
lonely ba €.

\
HT Correspondents . ,S
Aligarh/Delhi/Lucknow, February 10 Yk \

LIKE MOST girls her age, Farah Aziz — a post-
graduate student of journalism and mass com-
munication in Aligarh Muslim University —
likes to wear jeans and t-shirts. But her choice
of clothes has left her harassed, threatened and
created turmoil in the university.

On February 2, Farah was assaulted by two
students on a bike near the vice-chancellor’s of-
fice. They snatched her shawl and fled. Farah
promptly reported the matter to V-C Naseem
Ahmad and the proctor. Along with her, several
other girl students complained of being eve-
teased. The following day, Farah lodged an FIR
with the police.

Surprisingly, neither the AMU administra-
tion nor the police took any action. On the
contrary, Farah got another dose of harass-
ment from the moral police, who warned her

————————— to stick to the AMU ‘dr-

ess code’ of kurta and

AMU debate dupatta or face the con-

. sequences. The thing

®AMU administra-  js AMU doesn’t have
tion has called any such dress code.

attempt to malign  down, Farah has taken

univ'sgoodname  her fight to Delhi and

# Students’ union approached the NHRC

has refuted char- for protection and a di-

ges, saying it never rective to AMU to take

threatened her measures to prevent
aSome have called  such incidents in the fu-
it attempt to ture. On Thursday, at a
divert attention press conference in
from stir for JNU, she said: “The
minority status women’s cell at AMU is

virtually non-function-
al. This, despite SC
guidelines that a women’s cell be established in
every university to address issues of sexual ha-
rassment.” She also said she was warned by stu-
dents’ union office-bearers to keep quiet.

The administration has called Farah’s alle-
gations an attempt to malign the university’s
name. AMU spokesperson Prof Asmar Mirza
Beg said that when the matter was brought to
the notice of the V-C, he immediately directed
the proctor to enquire into it and report it to the
police. An FIR was lodged but since Farah
cowldn’t identify her assailants, immediate dis-
ciplinary action couldn’t be taken.

AMUSU president Abdul Hafeez Gandhi
sajgl: “I refute all allegations. We are willing to
take up Farah’s complaint. She should’ve gone
through proper channels instead of going to the
media.” Some student leaders have accused
Farah of working at the behest of some political
party to divert attention from the movement for
restoration of minority status to AMU.
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Imrana sees

threat to hfe

\ﬁ VA
TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Lucknow, Feb. 1: Imrana
Bibi, the 28-year-old mother of
five whose accusation of rape
against her father-in-law last
year had split the Muslim cler-
gy and caught the nation’s at-
tention, today said she fears a
threat to her life.

Imrana moved an applica-
tion in the district and ses-
sions court in Muzaffarnagar
saying she was being subject

Imrana: Seeking justice

to pressure by her in-laws to
withdraw the rape case and
reach a compromise, and
feared for her life.

“I am being victimised ag-
ain. I had reiterated my charge
that I was raped by my father-
in-law. I want justice. But some
vested interests have colluded
with the defence and adopted
tactics of delaying the trial,”
she said in court this morning.

The defence is trying to
prove that there was no rape
and had sought permission to
submit in court a video-

A“F ML

recording of an alleged state-
ment by Imrana that her fa-
ther-in-law Ali Mohammad
had not succeeded in his rape
attempt. The statement was
recorded by the Muslim or-
ganisation, Milli Council, on
June 24 last year, the defence
lawyer said.

However, the prosecution
objected to the move, saying a
statement recorded by a pri-
vate organisation with vested
interest should not be accept-
ed as evidence.

The next hearing is on
February 6.

The Imrana case made hea-
dlines in June last year when a
community panchayat passed
the edict that Imrana would
have to separate from her hus-
band because the rape had al-
tered her relationship with
him, making him like a son to
her. The Deoband seminary,
Dar-ul Uloom, endorsed this
verdict in a fatwa, sparking an
outcry across the country.

Imrana’s application com-
es a day after the All India Mu-
slim Personal Law Board dem-
anded that the uniform civil
code be scrapped. As long as
the provision existed in the
Constitution, Muslims would
fear interference in their per-
sonal law, it said.

Deoband exit

Dar-ul Uloom’s media adviser
Mufti Azahar Arshad quit the
seminary yesterday in protest
against the handling of the
Imrana case. He accused the
Deoband brass of changing
their stand several times.
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