‘Palestinians bayined
from living in‘Israel

Jerusalem: Israel’s highest
court narrowly upheld on
Sunday a controversial law
that severely restricts Pales-
tinians from living in Israel
with their Arab Israeli spous-
es and children.

The restrictions, imposed
in 2002 at the height of Israeli-
Palestinian fighting, are be-
lieved to have kept hundreds,
and possibly thousands, of
| West Bank and Gaza Pales-
. tinians from moving to Israel
to live with their families. An
expanded panel of 11 judges
voted 6-5 against a petition to
strike down the law.

“This is a very black day
for the state of Israel and also
a black day for my family and
for the other families who are
suffering like us,” said Murad
El Sana, an Israeli Arab at-
torney married to a Palestin-
ian woman from the West
Bank town of Bethlehem.

“The government is pre-
venting people from conduct-
ing anormal family life just be-
cause of their nationality,” El
Sana told Israel Radio, minutes
after the ruling was announced.

The court had granted El
Sana’s wife, Abir, a temporary
injunction preventing her de-
portation. But El Sana said the
high court’s ruling made it al-
most impossible for the couple
and their two children, aged 2

years and five months, to con-
tinue living together.

The law states that only
Palestinian women over the
age of 25 and men over 35 are
eligible to join their families
in Israel, and eventually re-
ceive citizenship.

The government has re-
peatedly said the legislation
was based on security con-
cerns. “No place in the world
is required to admit citizens
from a country or authority
with which it is in a state of
conflict,” Justice Minister
Haim Ramon said. “We have
to remember that this law was
legislated during the Pales-
tinian uprising, when several
people who received citizen-
ship through family unifica-
tion carried out attacks.”

But the restrictions also cut
to a more sensitive demo-
graphic issue—the fear that
the country’s Jewish majori-
ty could be threatened if too
many Palestinians were grant-
ed citizenship.

In their 263-page ruling, the
11 judges took the unusual step
of each writing their own opin-
ion, an expression of the is-
sue’s divisiveness.

State Prosecutor Yochi
Genesim said the state has
granted 6,000 of 22,000 re-
quests for family unification
since Israel and the Pales-

Court Ruling Will Hit Several Families Hard

tinians signed an interim
peace deal in 1993. The re-
mainder were rejected, some
for security reasons, Genes-
im said.

In the current climate of
tension, the law is necessary
to prevent Palestinians from
using Israeli residency or cit-
izenship to carry out attacks
against Israelis. she said.

Israeli Arabs are free to
travel freely throughout the
country, something that is dif-
ficult, and sometimes impos-
sible, for West Bank and Gaza
Palestinians.

“Today the war is conduct-
ed on the home front. You need
creative ways to combat that,”
Genesim said.

Zehava Galon, alawmaker
for the dovish Meretz Party,
slammed the decision. “We
thought the Supreme Court
would be the last bastion and
unfortunately, it failed in its
mission,” Galon said. “The SC
could have taken a braver de-
cision and not relegated us to
the level of an apartheid state.”

Orna Kohn, an attorney
from Adalah, a group that
fights for the rights of Israeli
Arabs, said the court’s ruling
trampled on the basic rights
of people. “The bottom line is
the Supreme Court refused to
intervene with a law that is
racist,” Kohn said. ap e
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Gaza under attack from Israel

Palestinian children inspect a destroyed bridge after an overnight Israeli air strike on Gaza City on Wednesday. Israel launched a ground offensive after a wave of targeted air strikes.

AFP

Bridges, power station blown up

Water, electricity has been cut off to pressure Palestinian militants into releasing a captive soldier

ASSOCIATED Press
Rafah (Gaza Strip), June 28 -

ISRAEL TURNED up the pressure on
Palestinian militants to release a captive
soldier on Wednesday, sending its war-
planes to bomb a Hamas training camp af-
ter ‘knocking out electricity and water
supplies for most of the 1.3 million resi-
dents of the Gaza Strip. Also, Israel said,
its warplanes flew over the home of Syri-
an President Bashar Assad, in a message
aimed at pressuring him to win the re-
lease of a captured Israeli soldier

The Hamas-led Palestinian govern-
ment called for a prisoner swap with Is-
rael, saying the Gaza offensive would not
secure the soldier’s release.

Tensions escalated on Wednesday
evening as the military fired artillery near
Gaza City — the first time Israel has tar-
geted that area during the offensive. There
were no reports of injuries or damage,
and the army said it was testing artiliery
units and had not fired at a specific target.

Palestinians dug in behind walls and
embankments, preparing for a major
strike after Israel sent in troops and tanks
and bombarded bridges and a power sta-
tion. Warplanes fired missiles in north-
ern and southern Gaza. No casualties
have been reported since the offensive be-
gan early on Wednesday.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said
Israel wouldn’t balk at “extreme action” to
bring the soldier home, but had no inten-

tion of reoccupying Gaza. Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas deplored the
incursion as a “crime against humanity”.

Overnight, Israeli tanks and soldiers be-
gan taking up positions east of the Gaza
town of Rafah under cover of tank shells,
witnesses and Palestinian security officials
said. Israeli warplanes fired at least nine
missiles at Gaza’s only power station, cut-
ting electricity to 65 per cent of the Gaza
Strip, engineers at the station said.

The station’s three functlorung turbines
and a gasoline reservoir were engulfed in
flames. The Israeli military said in a state-
ment that three bridges were attacked “to
impair the ability of the terrorists to trans-
fer the kidnapped soldier.” Knockihg down
the bridges cut Gaza in two.

Militants warn they will kill hosiage

A PALESTINIAN mil-
itant group on
Wednesday threat-
ened to kill an ab-
ducted Jewish set-
tler if israel doesn't
stop its raid on the
Gaza Strip.

The Popular Re-
sistance Commit-
tees said in a state-
ment that "we are
running out of pa-
tience.”

REUTERS
The abducted, Eliahu
Asheri.

Agencies

Threat o

leaders

Jerusalem, June 28

ISRAEL WARNED that they will
kill exiled Syrian-based leaders of
the ruling Palestinian Hamas mo-
vement on Wednesday, blaming
them for the abduction of a sold-
ier by militants in the Gaza Strip.

“Hamas’s and Islamic Jehad’s
leaders and general headquar-
ters are in Damascus in locations
the Syrians know perfectly well,”
Israeli Public Security Minister
Avi Dichter told public radio.

“We have transmitted clarifi-
cations and warnings through
diplomatic channels to the Syri-
ans on this matter, hut they have
chosen to disregard them. This
therefore gives Israel full per-
mission to attack these assas-
sins,” he said.

“For years, Israel has held
Syria responsible for some of the
terrorist actions perpetrated on
Israeli territory,” added Dichter,
a former chief of Israel's domes-
tic security agency Shin Beth.

A number of Israeli officials
have said Hamas political leader

.Khaled Meshaal, who is exiled in

Syria, was in their sights over
the kidnapping of the soldier in
an attack near the Gaza border
on Sunday. )

Israel compared the 50-year-
old Meshaal to al-Qaida leader
Osama bin Laden, and called for
international pressure on Syria
to expel him.

Meshaal is one of Israel’s most
wanted men and survived a bun-
gled assassination attempt by
Mossad agents in 1997 in Jordan.

A close aide to Meshaal said in
Amman that the Hamas supre-
mo spurned the voliey of Israeli
threats. “Abu Al Walid (Meshaal)
believes in God and in fate. The
Israeli threats do not scare him,”
the aide said. ~AFP
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YSV’Cr|5|s Over Abductuon Of Israeli Soldi

Gaza City (Gaza Strip): Theri-
val Hamas and Fatah move-
ments on Tuesday completed an
agreement over a plan that im-
plicitly recognises Israel, end-
ing weeks of acrimonious ne-
gotiations, a top official said.

“We have an agreement over
the document,” said Ibrahim Abu
Najah, coordinator of the ‘national
dialogue’ over the proposal.

“There is no complicated is-
sue left because everyone signed
and everyone approved the doc-
ument,” he said.

Salah Zeidan, another nego-
tiator, said preparations were
being made for a formal signing
ceremony. “All political groups
are prepared for a mutual cease-
fire with Israel,” he said.

“It’s a historic moment and
an important moment in our his-
tory,” said Hamas spokesman
Sami Abu Zuhri. “In the shad-
ow of the escalation and the ag-
gression against our people, our
people emphasised unity.”

President Mahmoud Abbas
of Fatah has been trying to coax
his Hamas rivals into endorsing
the document, which was for-
mulated by senior Palestinian
prisoners held by Israel. He has
endorsed the plan as a way toend

A Palestinian demonstrator holds a photograph of a relative being
held in an Israeli jail during a protest in Hebron on Tuesday. The
protestors are demanding their children be released in exchange for
an Israeli soldier kidnapped during a Palestinian operation. Israel
has rejected a demand from Palestinian groups for the release of
women and children in exchange for information on the soldier

crippling economic sanctions
against the Hamas-led Palestin-
ian government and pave the
way to reopening peace talks.
However, the deal was over-

shadowed by a crisis over the
kidnapping of an Israeli soldier
and opposition to the deal voiced
by Islamic Jihad, a small mili-
tant group that has carried out

ogmse

er Ove shadows

rael

eement

numerous attacks against Israel.

“In today’s meeting, we an-
nounced we reject some of the
articles of this document and we
have reservations about other
articles,” said Khaled Al Batch,
spokesman for Islamic Jihad..

The plan calls for a Palestin-
ian state alongside Israel, in ef-
fect recognising Israel. It also
calls on militants to limit attacks
to areas captured by Israel in the
1967 Mideast War and calls for
formation of a coalition Pales-
tinian government.

Hamas and Fatah have been
locked in a bloody power strug-
gle since Hamas won legislative
elections in January. Hamas con-
trols the parliament and cabi-
net. Abbas, a political moderate,
was elected separately last year.

Israel has said the document
is an internal Palestinian mat-
ter, but said it falls short of in-
ternational demands that Hamas
renounce violence and formal-
ly recognise the Jewish state.

With Hamas-linked militants
holding a captured Israeli soldier,
the Palestinian agreement is even
less likely to reduce tensions. Is-
rael has massed troops along its
border with Gaza, promising a
broad offensive into the area. s /
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Jerusalem, June 22 \VLF\
HAMAS HAS made a major polit-
ical climbdown by agreeing to
sections of a document that rec-
ognise Israel's right to exist and a
negotiated two-state solution, ac-
cording to Palestinian leaders.

In a bitter struggle for power,
Hamas is bowing to an ultima-
tum from the Palestinian presi-
dent, Mahmoud Abbas, to en-
dorse the document drawn up by
Palestinian security prisoners in
Israeli jails, or face a national ref-
erendum on the issue that could
see the Islamist group stripped of
power if it loses.

But final agreement on the pa-
per, designed to end international
sanctions against the Hamas gov-
ernment, has been slowed by
wrangling over a national unity
administration and the question of
who speaks for the Palestinians,

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a member
of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation's executive commit-
tee and a lead negotiator on the
prisoners’ document, said
Hamas had agreed to sections
that call for a negotiated and fi-
nal agreement with Israel to es-
tablish a Palestinian state on the
territories occupied in 1967, in-
cluding East Jerusalem.

"Hamas is prepared to accept
those parts of the document be-
cause they think it is a way to get
rid of a lot of its problems with

nod to p
Israel identi
v B 'y

\.the internatidnal munity.
That's why it will accept all the
document eventually," he said.

Hamas declined to discuss the
negotiations in detail.

If it formally approves the en-
tire document, it will represent a
significant shift from its found-
ing goal of replacing Israel with
an Islamic state and its more re-
cent position of agreeing a long-
term ceasefire, over a generation
or more, if a Palestinian state is
formed on the occupied territo-
ries but without formally recog-
nising the Jewish state.

Abed Rabbo said he expected an
agreement in the coming days, but
that important differences still had
to be settled, particularly over the
document's call for the formation
of a national unity government.

He described that as "the ma-
jor issue that will determine the
fate of two nations for decades"”
because a unity administration,
built around a common policy of
negotiations with Israel, would
be the only way to combat its
plans to unilaterally impose its
final borders and annex parts of
the occupied territories.

Abed Rabbo said the July 26
referendum would be called off if
there was agreement on the docu-
ment, but that a ballot could be
held later if Hamas blocked the
formation of a new government
or failed to agree on a negotia-
tions policy. The Guardian

—
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N REUTERS p
GAZA,JUNE 16

HAMAS militants dis-
tanced themselves on Friday
from a ceasefire offer that
the Palestinian government
led by the Islamist group
made to Israel.

Differences over the truce
offer—which was conditional
on Israel halting military activ-
ity in Gaza and the West
Bank—could point to dis-

as militia disowns gowvt’s
W easgj

ire offer to Israel o

agreement between Hamas’s
grassroots and the govern-
ment over its tactics toward
the Jewish state.

“We are not interested in
making any offers or propos-
als. When the occupation

stops its killings and crimes

against our people then the
factions may look into the is-
sue in accordance with the
interests of our people,” said
Sami Abu Zuhri, Hamas’s
official spokesman. :

offer was announced by the
cabinetspokesman on
Thursday in an interview
with Israel Radio repre-
sented only the government,
and not the group.

The Islamists formed the
Palestinian government in
March after winning parlia-
mentary elections. Hamas
members hold all key cabi-
net positions, including the .
Prime Minister’s portfolio.
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43rae| completes weapons
§iﬁ|pment to Abbas Says report

AGENCIES
\ JERUSALEM JUNE 15

ISRAEL has transferred nearly
1,000 M-16 rifles to forces loyal to
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas as part of moves to bolster
the moderate leader against
Hamas rivals, an Israeli newspaper
reported on Thursday.

Israel’s decision to allow ship-
ment of the weapons from Jordan
comes amid an increasingly violent
power struggle between Abbas and
the Islamic militant group, which
formed the new Palestinian gov-
ermnment in March after winning a
parliamentary election.

The mass circulation Yedioth
Ahronoth daily, which did not
quote any officials, said shipment
of about 950 of the American-
made M-16S was completed in the
past day. Two trucks escorted by
the Israeli Army took 400 rifles to
the West Bank city of Ramallah,
where Abbas has his headquarters,
it said. Another 550 guns were es-
corted to the Gaza Strip, Hamas’s
stronghold, it added.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert said on Tuesday that he had
approved a shipment of weapons
and ammunition to bolster Abbas’s

16

Security officers loyal to Abbas guard the Palestinian pardlament
during a session in the West Bank town of Ramaliah on Thurs.day. AP

security forces. “I did this because
we are running out of time and we
need to help Abbas,” said Olmert.

Meanwhile, the spokesman for
the Hamas-led Palestinian govern-
ment said on Thursday that the Is-
lamic group is prepared torestore a
cease-fire with Israel, several days
after calling off the truce to protesta
deadly explosion ona Gazabeach.

“This is very clear for us. We ar
interested to keep the situation apd
quit, especially in the Gaza S p,”
said government spokesm
Hamad 'at Gaza City.

LIRERES
AU

ready to do it, but (only) if the Is-
raeli side has a strong intention to
respond positively to the call...to
stop their aggression.”

Hamas had fired several dozen

rockets toward southern Israel
over the weekend. But in recent
days, there has been a lull in the
Hamas rocket fire.

Israeli officials said today that
the lull was due to thre ats earlier
this week that Israel would begin
killing Hamas leaders, including
Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh, if
the rocket fire continue:d.

Bush sorry for

' teasing /

vision-affected
reporter

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JUNE 15

PRESIDENT George W
Bush, who often teases mem-
bers of the White House
Press corps, apologised after
he poked fun at a reporter for
wearing sunglasses without
realising they were needed
for vision loss.

The exchange occurred at a
news conference yesterday in
the rose garden.

Bush called on Los Angeles
Times reporter Peter Wallsten
and asked if he was going to
ask his question with his
“shades” on. “For the viewcrs.
there’s no sun,” Bush said to
the television cameras.

But even though the sunwas
behind the clouds, Wallsten
still needs the sunglasses be-
cause he has Stargardt’s dis-
ease, aform of macular degen-
eration that causes progressive
vision loss.

The president later called
the reporter to say he was
sorry. “I told him he needn’t
apologise. I wasn’t of-
fended,” said Wallsten.
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Militant group threatens “earth-shaking” response

BEIT LAHIYA (GAZA STRIP): The rul-
ing Hamas group fired a barrage
of 15 rockets at Israel on Sat-
urday, hours after calling off a
truce with Israel in anger over an
artillery attack that killed seven
civilians in Gaza.

The Hamas militants’ an-
nouncement to call off the cease-
fire, reached in February 2005,
raised the prospect of a renewed
campaign of deadly suicide

bombings and a wave of blood- -

shed.
Hamas also claimed respon-
| sibility on Saturday for firing at
Israel at least 15 rockets, as well

as a-barrage of mortar bombs.

The attacks caused no casual-
ties.

“The earthquake in the Zion-
ist towns will start again and the
aggressors will have no choice
but to prepare their coffins or
their luggage,” the Hamas mil-
itants said in a leaflet. They
vowed to “continue the resist-
ance with these earth-shaking

11 JUN 2006

actions.” Israel’s artillery attack
on Friday was part of a wider
aerial and artillery bombard-
ment of suspected Palestinian
rocket-launching sites that
killed a total of 10 people, three
of them militants.

The violence fuelled tensions
already high over an Israeli air
strike on Thursday that killed
the Hamas Government's top
militant commander, Jamal Abu
Samhadana.

Friday’s artillery attack tore

-RAMALLAH: Palestinian. - -
President Mahmoud Abbas
called on Saturday a
referendum for July 26 on a
plan which would implicitly
recognise Israel’s right to
exist.

. “The Palestinian people
in Jerusalem, the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip are asked
to give their verdictin a
referendum on July 26 on
the document of national
unity — the prisoners’
document,” Mr. Abbas said

" Abbas calls referendum

- in a signed decree which was

read out to the press by
Tayeb Abdelrahim,
secretary general of the
Palestinian Authority.

The document — based on
ablueprint drawn up by
prisoners held by Israel —
calls for a national unity
government, an end to
attacks in Israel and the
creation of a Palestinian
state alongside Israel on
land conquered by the
Jewish state in 1967. — AFP

THE HINDU

Hamas calls off truce, fires
ockets at Israel

into a beach-side picnic in Gaza,
killing seven civilians, and lead-
ing Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas to condemn the
attack as a “genocidal crime.” He
called for international inter-
vention and declared a three-day
period of mourning,

His rival, Prime Minister Is-
mail Haniyeh of Hamas, said the
shelling was a “war crime” and
urged an end to recent fighting
between Hamas and Mr. Abbas’
moderate Fatah movement.

But overnight on Saturday,
gunmen shot and killed a 39-
year-old Palestinian security of-
ficer in a botched kidmapping at-
tempt. The force, loyal to Mr.
Abbas and Fatah, accused Ha-
mas of the killing and vowed to
“stop Hamas’ game whatever the
price.”

During the funeral procession
for Maj. Bassam Qutub, a gun-
battle erupted between gunmen
from Hamas and the Preventive
Security force. — AP




AGENCIES
Jerusalem, June 10
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THE MILITARY wing of Hamas said on Satur-
day it fired rockets from Gaza into Israel, a day
after seven Palestinians died when Israeli ar-

tillery fired on a Gaza beach.
The Izzedine al Qassam group issued a leaflet

in Gaza that said it shot seven rockets at Israel.

Hamas, which holds political power in the

Palestinian  territo-
ries, does not recog-
nise the state of Is-
rael.

The Israeli military
confirmed Saturday’s
attack from Gaza, say-
ing 11 rockets had
been launched into Is-
rael. The military did
not say who was re-
sponsible and report-
ed no damage or in-
juries. Pieces of the

- rockets have not been
found.

Izzedine al Qassam
said on Friday that its
attacks on Israel, sus-
pended since Febru-
ary 2005, would be re-
newed in the wake of
a string of Israeli
strikes, including the
artillery shell blast
that killed at least sev-
en Palestinians pic-
nicking on a northern
Gaza beach on Friday.

Palestinians said
the picnickers were

‘Referendum is
meaningless’

ISRAELI PM, Ehud
Olmert dismissed a
referendumona
Palestinian statehood
proposal as “meaning-
less” in an interview
with British newspa-
pers published on
Saturday. “The refer-
endum is an internal
game between one
(Palestinian)
faction and the other. It
is meaningless in
terms of the broad pic-
ture of chances
towards some kind of
dialogue between us
and the Palestinians,”
the Financial Times
and The Independent
both quoted Olmert as
saying.

Reuters, London

killed in shelling from a gunboat. The killings
sparked swift and sustained outrage in the
Palestinian territories and elsewhere. Israel
said it had believed the beach was empty.

Israeli Chief of General Staff Lt. Gen. Dan
Halutz said the military was investigating the
possibility that it was not naval artillery that
struck the Palestinians. The IDF said earlier it
had been firing on rocket-launching areas in
Gaza after a militant attack earlier in the day.

The target areas were believed to be uninhab-
ited, a representative said. The Israeli daily
newspaper Haaretz reported IDF had apologised
for the beach Kkillings, saying it “regretted the
strike on innocents.”

W e

Hamas rockets hit Israel

February 2005 truce ends after counter-attacks
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AFP
Palestinain mourners take the body of Jamal Abu Samhadana, a commander of the Popular
Resistance Committees, for his funeral in Rafah, Gaza Strip. Samhadana, an advisor in the >
Hamas-led government, was killed along with three other militants in an israeli air strike. /
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Abbas extends
Hamas deadline

% ?&}ZKC !

ASSOCIATED Press W )
N\

Ramaillah, (West Bank), June 6 W \

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT Mahmoud Abbas on
Tuesday extended a deadline for Hamas to accept a
document that implicitly recognises Israel, tem-
porarily averting a showdown with the Islamic
movement.

Abbas said he would give Hamas until Thursday
to agree to the plan or face a national referendum.
Abbas had initially given Hamas until Tuesday to
respond to the ultimatum, but decided to give the
group more time after consulting with the powerful
PLO executive committee.

Abbas wants to hold the non-binding vote to put
pressure on the Hamas-led government to accept
the plan, which calls for a Palestinian state along-
side Israel, implying recognition of the Jewish
state. Hamas, committed to Israel’s destruction, has
demanded changes to the proposal and said it would
boycott the referendum.

During Tuesday’s meeting, the PLO executive
committee endorsed the document and authorised
Abbas to call his referendum, said Yasser Abed Rab-
bo, a senior Palestinian official. He said Abbas
would not accept any changes to the document.

“President Abbas has informed the PLO leader-
ship that he’s going to prepare for the referendum
by the end of the week and will announce this at a
Press conference before the weekend”, Abed Rabbo
said. “We're giving enough time, about three days,
for our brothers in Hamas to reconsider their posi-
tion”. The referendum would be held 40 days after
the announcement. Abed Rabbo said negotiations
with Hamas could continue until the day of the
vote. Hamas officials welcomed the offer to extend
an ongoing “dialogue” over the document, but said
they remained opposed to any deadlines.

“We still have a chance of making this dialogue a
success”, said Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh of
Hamas at a Cabinet meeting in Gaza City.
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outlook”

Raja akse to seek “fresh
- A

V.S. Sambandan ,\AO \ W\

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President Ma-
hinda Rajapakse on Thursday told
the visiting U.S. Undersecretary for
South and Central Asia Richard A.
Boucher that he would seek a “fresh
outlook” on a negotiated political
settlement for the island-nation’s
decades-long separatist conflict.

Mr. Rajapakse, who met Mr.
Boucher in Colombo said he would
ask an all-party conference (sched-
uled for Friday) “to work out suit-
able proposals for devolution of
power.”

All-party conference

The President would “ask the all-
party conference to have a fresh
outlook into this matter, and arrive
at consensus on proposals that
could be placed before the LTTE for
negotiation,” an official release said.
Mr. Rajapakse also emphasised that
the “failure of earlier proposals to
solve this crisis was because they
did not have the agreement of the
LTTE, and it would not be practica-
ble to impose any unilateral solu-
tion, without agreement with the
LTTE”

The “frank and cordial exchange
of views” between Mr. Rajapakse
and Mr. Boucher lasted over an
hour, a senior Presidential source
told The Hindu. Senior Sri Lankan
officials and the U.S. envoy to Sri
Lanka, were present during the
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Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rgjapakse with
U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia,
Richard A. Boucher, in
Colombo on Thursday. -
PHOTO: SRIYANTHA WALPOLA

meeting. On the nature of the nego-
tiated political outcome, Mr. Raja-
pakse explained the need “to seek a
Sri Lankan solution and not be con-
fined to the solutions in other coun-
tries.” However, he “did not rule out
the possibility of some of those so-
lutions being suitable in the Sri
Lankan context,” the Presidential
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also explained to Mr. Boucher that
the LTTE would also have to “look
at the present opportunity to arrive
atanegotiated settlement and come
for discussions.” It will also have to
understand that “acts of violence
such as massacres of civilians, at-
tacks on children, Human Rights vi-
olations and the tactics of terror
cannot achieve the desired results
for the Tamils.”

Earlier, addressing the American
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Bouch-
er, said the U.S. welcomed “the
E.U.’s decision to list the LTTE as a
Foreign Terrorist Organisation.”

“As we've said many times and
will continue to say, the Tamil Ti-
gers must renounce terror in word
and deed, stop the violence and rec-
ognise that the only solution to the
conflict in Sri Lanka is a political
one.”

Assuring Washington's contin-
ued support to Sri Lanka to “combat
terror,” he said: “we will do whatev-
er we can to help the sovereign Sri .
Lankan Government in its struggle
against this menace.” Mr. Boucher
ruled out a military solution to the
conflict. However, he said the U.S.
military assistance was “not to en-
courage a return to war,” but was
*meant to help Sri Lanka deter a
return to war.” He sald the U.S. was
working with other governments to
“cut off financing of terrorist
groups, including the Tigers.”
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[sraeli threat to Hamas on borders, \ ,

Accept terms and resume talks, Palestinian group told

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: In a flurry of statements,
Israel has reiterated that it
would begin settling its borders
with a future Palestinian state
unilaterally, unless the militant
group Hamas accepted its condi-
tions and resumed talks by the
year-end.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert and his Cabinet col-
leagues have demanded that the
Palestinian group Hamas must
renounce violence, recognise Is-
rael’s right to exist and abide by
the previous peace agreements
as a precondition for talks. The
Hamas charter calls for the de-
struction of Israel, but its lead-
ers have been focusing on the
withdrawal from Palestinian
territories that Israel had occu-

pied during the 1967 Arab-Israe-
li war.

Setting a deadline, Mr. Olmert
said, “We will wait for a month,
two months, three months, six
months, and if we see no change,
then we will probably move for-
ward even without an agree-
ment.” Mr. Olmert’s
“convergence plan” that he
wishes to implement envisages
the removal of remote Israeli
settlements and consolidation of
key settlements inside the “se-
curity wall” that Israel has raised
in order to block suicide bom-
bers from the West Bank reac-
hing Israeli territory. Mr.
Olmert warned that, “If the Pal-
estinians do not accept these
conditions, Israel will have to
determine its borders by itself.”
Mr. Olmert hopes to implement

his plans before the Bush Presi-
dency in the United States ends
in the beginning of 2009.

Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni has said the new adminis-
tration had no intention of re-
suming peace talks with
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas, whom she described as
“irrelevant.”

Turnaround

Israeli officials have been say-
ing talks would be meaningless
unless there was a turnaround in
the thinking of Hamas, which
has formed a new Palestinian
Government following parlia-
mentary elections in January
2006.

Meanwhile, Israeli Justice
Minister Haim Ramon has said
the Government would make up

WP Q\S

its mind by the end of the year on
whether negotiations with the
Palestinians could be held. “If by
the start of next year, we see that
there is no Palestinian partner,
we will begin to promote our ini-
tiative after having mobilised
support {for convergence] from
the international community,”
he said.

Mr. Ramon said a target of
end-2008 had been set to imple-
ment the convergence plan. “By
that date, we will deploy on the
border which will mark the per-
manent frontier of the state of
Israel.” Keen to get external sup-
port for his plan, the Israeli
Prime Minister is heading for
Washington by the end of this
month. He is also expected to
meet Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak in the coming weeks.
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Iranian Leader Praises Hamas
Call for Aid Issued To Muslim Nations

By Scott Wilson
Washington Post Foreign Service
Tuesday, February 21, 2006; A10

JERUSALEM, Feb. 20 -- Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
called on Muslim nations Monday to fund the Palestinian government after
Hamas takes control of the cabinet, praising the radical Islamic movement
for ignoring international pressure to recognize Israel, according to Iranian
state television.

"The only way to succeed is to continue resistance against the occupier
regime," Khamenei told Khaled Mashal, leader of Hamas's political wing,
during his visit to Tehran. The Palestinians "knew that their vote for Hamas
meant the fight against the Zionist occupier regime," he said.

Hamas, formally known as the Islamic Resistance Movement, won a large
parliamentary majority in elections last month. But Israel and Western
donors are moving to isolate the Palestinian Authority financially as Hamas,
designated a terrorist organization by the United States and the European
Union, begins work to form the next cabinet, expected to be complete in
about five weeks.

On Sunday, Israel's cabinet froze tax and customs payments that it collects
on behalf of the Palestinian Authority, drawing a rebuke Monday from the
U.N. envoy here. The roughly $55 million in monthly transfers, a process
established under the 1993 Oslo accords, accounts for about half of the
authority's monthly payroll expenses.

“These are monies that belong to the Palestinians and should not be
withheld," Alvaro de Soto, the U.N. envoy, told the Reuters news agency.
"It follows that the formation of a new government and the approval of its
program should be awaited and that actions prior to that would be
premature.”

The United States, the European Union, Russia and the United Nations, a group of Middle East peace
interlocutors known as the quartet, had recommended last month that Israel delay freezing the funds
until after Hamas forms the next cabinet. Quartet officials said they did not want to undermine
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, whose secular Fatah movement remains in charge of the caretaker
government.

Israel's decision to freeze the money immediately makes it doubtful that the Palestinian Authority will
be able to pay all of its 150,000 employees and trainees at the end of the month without fresh funding.

The Israeli cabinet has demanded that Hamas renounce violence, recognize the Jewish state and abide by
agreements backed previously by Fatah. The quartet has echoed those demands.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/20/AR2006022000665 pf.... 3/6/2006
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Since the Hamas victory, Mashal and other party leaders have been reaching out to Muslim governments
for political and financial support to keep the Palestinian Authority afloat.

Abbas met Monday in Gaza with Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas's nominee for prime minister, to discuss the
process of forming the next cabinet. Once Hamas is officially invited to assemble the cabinet, Haniyeh
will have five weeks to do so. Hamas officials began meeting Monday with other Palestinian faction
leaders in the hopes of creating a broad government.

Various Arab governments are considering stepping up financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority
if aid from Western donors, which totals roughly $1 billion a year, is suspended. The Arab League is
working to organize a $50 million monthly payment to the authority.

Khamenei, the unelected cleric who holds ultimate power in Iran, told Mashal that all Muslim countries
should contribute to the Palestinian Authority to ensure Hamas's political success.

"Such voluntary aid will create a psychological connection between the Muslims and the Palestinian
issue and will have a great effect on the world," Khamenei said, according to Iranian state television.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Oil price not in our
hands, says OPEC

Blames it on political tension,

DOHA: OPEC can do very little now to tame
record oil prices, said two member countries
of the powerful oil cartel on Saturday laying
the blame on political tension and rampant
speculation.

“Prices are not in the hands of OPEC, now
the genie is out of the bottle,” Shukri Gha-
nem, head of the Libya National Oil Compa-
ny, told reporters on the sidelines of the 10th
International Energy Forum in Doha.

“It is a function not only of fundamentals
but of this political situation in the Middle
East [West Asia), so there should be a solu-
tion for this political question if stability in
the market is needed.”

The forum kicked off ahead of Sunday’s
official opening with a meeting between Qil
Ministers and heads of the world’s largest oil
companies.

Mr. Ghanem echoed similar comments
made by Qatar’s Oil Minister who blamed the
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rampant specufation

record high oil prices of more than $75 a
barrel on “horrible” speculation and “geo-
politics” than any objective shortage of sup-
plies. “This frenzy is fabricated by
speculators who are taking advantage of it in
the most horrible way,” Abdullah bin Hamad
al-Attiya told reporters.

“If you can stop the politicians from mak-
ing negative statements, I am sure you will
see almost 15 dollars disappear from the
price.” Asked if he was referring to the mar-
ket’s concern over recent hardline state-
ments about Iran’s nuclear programme by
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Mr. Atti-
ya said: “It is not just Iran, everybody is
making statements.”

Mr, Attiya said his country, which has the
world’s third largest gas reserves but is
OPEC’s smallest oil producer, was investing
$5 billion to boost oil production by 2009 to
1.1 million barrels per day (bpd) — AFP
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Asrael sets\ | /
Hamas peace
deal d\eéadlin_ﬁ

ASSOCIATED
Jerusalem, May 10

\at (i y

v AN
ISRAEL WILL give the Palestini-
ans until the end of the year to
prove they are willing to negoti-
ate a final peace deal, and will
unilaterally set borders by 2008 if
they don't, a close associate of
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
said on Wednesday:.

Increasing the pressure on the
Palestinians, the Israeli compa-
ny Dor Energy, the sole provider
of fuel to the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, decided on Wednes-
day to halt fuel shipments within
12 hours because of growing
Palestinian debt, Israeli and
Palestinian officials said.

Head of the Palestinian Petrol
Commission, Mujahid Salame,
said he expected gasoline sup-
plies to run out on Thursday. "If
this happens, there will be a hu-
manitarian crisis,” he said. Some
gas stations are already closed.

Justice Minister Haim Ramon’
was the first Israeli official to set
a deadline for the Hamas gov-
ernment to renounce violence
and recognise the Jewish state.
He said Israel would make "hon-
est attempts” at negotiations un-
til the end of this year.

Hamas accused Israel of only
pretending to seek negotiations.
Chief Palestinian negotiator
Saeb Erekat, who is close to Ab-
bas, said talks could resume im-
mediately under Abbas' leader-
ship, without waiting for a/
change in Hamas' positions. /
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Cops march in faVOU( o»f
Abbas to counter Hamas

IBRAHIMBARZAK |
GAZACITY,MAY 18 N

i
- THOUSANDS of police loyal to
moderate Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas marched in a show of
force on Thursday, a day after the
Hamas government deployed a
3,000-strong army of militants with
assault rifles, grenades and missiles in
its most brazen power play yet.

Abbas, who has been wrangling
with Hamas over control of the secu-
rity forces, demanded that the gov-
ernment take the new militia off the
streets immediately, said Saeb
Erekat, an Abbas adviser. However,
PM Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas said
the unit is legal and suggested it

police, dominated by supporters of
Abbas’ Fatah Party, were getting
ready to take on the Hamas unit. In
Thursday’s march, police chanted
“Jerusalem, the president, the home-
land,” clapping and whistling, as they
walked past Hamas gunmen. How-
ever, neither made a move,

Tensions were also rising in the
West Bank, where a senior Hamas
politician, Deputy Prime Minister
Nasser Shaer, had to cut short a meet-
ing after Fatah gunmen surrounded
anoffice building he was in and fired in
the air. Shaer later left town under
heavy police escort. ‘The unprece-
dented Hamas-Fatah friction, includ-
ing ambushes against two Hamas gun-
menin Gaza earlier inthe week, came

would not be disbanded. amid new efforts to explore a possible
There were nosignsthat Palestinian  revival of Mideast peace talks. —AP
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criticises General .
Army chief calls for rally I;\y}\}:cularistsx\

ANKARA (TURKEY): Turkey’s Pre-
mier, in a move likely to escalate
ongoing tensions, accused the
country’s top General on Satur-
frresponsibility for encou-
secular Turks to keep up
mags protests after the killing of
a Migh Court judge.

The assassination of the judge
and wounding of four others by
an alleged Islamist extremist on
Wednesday has stoked fresh
confrontation between Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan’s Islamist-rooted ruling par-
ty and the secular
establishment, which for the last
83 years has sought to restrict
Islamic influence in the 99 per
cent Muslim country.

Erdogan regime blamed

Tens of thousands of pro-sec-
ularist Turks flooded the capital
with protests, many shouting for
the Government to resign.

Pro-secular circles and Oppo-
sition parties have largely held
Mr. Erdogan and his Govern-
ment responsible for the attack.

The assailant shouted “I am a
soldier of God!” before shooting
the judges and said his attack
was in retaliation for the head-
scarf decision, authorities said.

Gen. Hilmi Ozkok, the head of
the staunchly secular military,
said on Friday that the march by
secular Turks condemning the
shootings was “admirable.” “But
this reaction should not be limit-
ed to a single day, to a single
event. It must gain continuity
and it should be followed by ev-
eryone all the time,” Gen. Ozkok
said. Mr. Erdogan criticised Gen.
Ozkok for making such a public
statement.

“Expecting and suggesting
such protests and reactions for
the future can never be the right
attitude,” Mr. Erdogan said.

“I should say this openly. Be-
cause, we as the people who are
in positions which require re-
sponsibility, should know what
we should advise and how.” Mr.
Erdogan warned that Gen. Oz-
kok’s remarks might affect Tur-

key’s economic stability. ~ AP/
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“Israel captures top Hglqas commander

REUTERS \{ was arrested in Ra- - Hamas suicide bomb-
RAMALLAH, MAY 23 allah, West Bank, ings that killed more
“Xending a manhunt  than 60 people. He is
Is-aqi launched in 1998. also accused of plan-
' Hamas confirmed ning attacks on Is-
i security  Jamed'sidentity. rael’s rail infrastruc-
forces Witnesses  said  ture and gas depots.
cap- troops surrounded An Israeli colonel
turedon Hamed’shideoutand involved in the cap-
Tuesday thenforcedtheirway turetold ArmyRadio
the top inusing lock-busting that Hamas would
Hamas commander bombs on the doors.  have trouble replac-
who is accused of .AsecondPalestinian ing Hamed. “What

e arrest would not
dept the group’s ca-
pabilities. “Hamed
will neither be the
first nor the last resis-
tance leader to be ar-
rested or martyred,”
Zuhri said.

Israeli military ac-
tion against Hamas
hasbecome relatively
rare, with security
forces focusing ef-

masterminding sui- was also taken into made himspecialwas  forts against another
cidebombingsduring  custody in the raid, his creativity in find- militant group, Is-
a more than 5-year- the witnesses said. ing complex ways to  lamic Jihad, which
old Palestinianrevolt.  * The armysaid that  attack Israelis,” the hasspurned ceasefire
An army spokes- Hamedwasresponsi- colonelsaid.. ~ ~ ~ efforts and carried
woman said 41-year-  ble for attacks on Is- Hamasspokesman  out mostof the recent
old Ibrahim Hamed, raelis, including Sami Abu Zuhrisaid suicide attacks.
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Tsrael must halt crisis

o o v\
among Palestinians 19" o

If Israelis won’t deal with Hamas, they could end
up facing a more radical alternative: Islamic Jihad

or even Al-Qaeda.
Jonathan Freedland ad -

g

ROM THIS distance, the Palesti-

nians look to be in dire straits —
even by their standards. A people who
have plunged the depths of misery seem
set to sink even lower. Denied financial
aid by an international community that
turned off the cash after Hamas won its
unexpected majority in January, the
Palestinians are collectively going broke.
Gaza is especially badly hit, Women are
selling off their jewellery just to feed
their children. Some men were caught
digging up the ground: they wanted to
pull out municipal water pipes and sell
them for scrap. According to B'Tselem,
*he Israeli human rights group, Gaza’s
medical system is in “crisis” thanks to
“grave shortages” of supplies.

Nor can Palestinians trade their way
out of poverty. The main crossing out of
Gaza, at Karni, is closed more than it is
open — preventing farmers from getting
their perishable produce to market:
their strawberries just lie rotting, deny-
ing the growers their livelihood. The
nights bring no respite. Gazans are living
with round-the-clock artillery shelling,
which Israel says is retaliation for the
Qassam rockets fired by Palestinians
over the border. The West Bank has ex-
perienced multiple Israeli raids, leaving
civilians, including children, dead.

And now, Palestinians are turning on
each other, with street fights and shoo-
touts between Hamas and groups
aligned with the old rulers of Fatah. This
week, Fatah said it had defused a bomb
intended to kill the head of the Palesti-
nian security services, a man loyal to
Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) President and leader of Fa-
tah. On Saturday, the head of Palestinian
intelligence, another Fatah loyalist, was
injured when a blast tore through a lift.
Fatah blames Hamas for both attacks.
Society in turmoil

It all smacks of a society turning on
itself, destroying its infrastructure, kill-
ing its own leaders. But those closest to
the reality plead for caution, counselling
that things might look worse than they
are. There is no humanitarian disaster
yet, they say, though there could be one.
B’Tselem notes that while Gazan hospi-
tals are short of medical supplies, West

Bank clinics are getting by. The group -

says that movement has become more
restricted between the various regional
blocs of the West Bank, but easier within
them. And Israel’s new Defence Minis-
ter, the Labour leader and long-time an-
ti-occupation activist Amir Peretz, has
promised more openings at Karni.
Meanwhile, Middle East analyst Hus-
sein Agha urges scepticism about talk of
civil war. The Fatah-Hamas clashes owe
more to economic, familial and personal
rivalries than they do to a political clash.
“This is rivalry over fiefdoms, turf wars,”
he says.

It is right to be rigorous in these mat-
ters. But even the coolest heads worry
where things are heading, Up to one in
four of the Palestinian population are
employees of the PA, and yet it has no
money to pay anyone — even the Prime
Minister, Hamas’ Ismail Haniyeh, has
not received a penny since taking office.

There are glimmers of hope. This
week, Israel released about £5 million of
Palestinian tax revenues it had collected
but had refused to hand over. Mean-
while, the EU was reported to have
found a way to funnel cash to Palestinian
teachers, doctors, and pensioners while
bypassing Hamas — an approach backed
earlier this month by the Quartet of the
EU, the U.S,, the UN,, and Russia. Yeton
Tuesday, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives approved the Palestinian Anti-Ter-
rorism Act, a set of sanctions

condemned by Americans for Peace
Now, an avowedly Zionist organisation,
as draconian and sweeping.

The moral objections to this latest
U.S. move, and the whole international
policy of denying aid to the Palestinians,
are obvious; it punishes Palestinians for
their democratic choice of Hamas in free
and fair elections; and it’s hard to ex-
plain a world where sanctions are im-
posed not on the occupier but the
occupied: this is the politics of Lewis
Carroll.

The counter-argument is clear
enough. It says it is unreasonable for
anyone to expect normal relations with a
movement still committed to terrorism.

This argument may be logical, but it
should not be good enough for Israel.
Put simply, even if Israel is not persuad-
ed of the moral case for abandoning its
current stance, it should do so for its
own self-interest.

First, if it allows a humanitarian crisis
to engulf the Palestinian territories, the
rest of the world will be forced to act —
and will end up dealing with Hamas after
all. Israel wants Hamas to remain per-
sona non grata, which means it has to
avoid a dramatic deterioration.

Secondly, the error behind a sanctions
policy is its assumption that the victims
of sanctions turn on their own govern-
ment. But the evidence already points
the other way, to Palestinians rallying
around the new leadership. “It becomes
an issue of pride,” says Tel Aviv Uni-
versity analyst Gary Sussman. “When
people fight sanctions it becomes a na-
tional project.”

Thirdly, and related, is the assump-
tion that if Hamas can be starved into
defeat, if sanctions can somehow trigger
“regime failure,” then a more amenable
leadership will take its place. The flaw
here is historical. Time after time Israel
has songht to bypass Palestinians’ cho-
sen representatives, deeming them too
extreme. Eventually, it has had little
choice but to deal with the official lead-
ership — only to find it has been overtak-
en by a more radical alternative. Israel
ignored and undermined Fatah, so it got
Hamas. Now, Palestinians warn, if Israel
won’t deal with Hamas it will eventually
face Islamic Jihad or even Al-Qaeda,
which is already making inroads in Gaza.
When that day comes, Israel will regret
missing its chance to deal with the rela-
tive moderates of Hamas.

There is one last, self-interested rea-
son why Israel should want Hamas to get
its hands on the money it needs. “It will

- keep them busy,” says Mr. Agha, With a

society to run, there will be less appetite
for a return to violence. As things stand,
warns Mr. Agha, some within Hamas are
already wondering what reward 17
months of ceasefire have brought: they
are talking of breaking away, perhaps to
align themselves with Al-Qaeda and its
methods.

So Israel should take the lead, urging
the US., Britain, and the rest of the
world to allow this money through, That
is not a call for negotiations between
Hamas and Israel: few believe the time is
ripe for that. Instead, Ehud Olmert
should get on with the next phase of
Israeli withdrawals from occupied terri-
tory while Hamas starts state-building.
Meanwhile, the two sides can engage in
day-to-day, practical cooperation —
without either having to take the unpal-
atable step of recognising the other. It
will be parallel unilateralism, the two
sides moving alone — but in sync.

None of this offers much heroism. It
does not speak the language of moral,
noble purpose. It speaks of self-interest.
Israel must prevent disaster befalling
the Palestinians — for Israel’s own sake.
— ©Guardian Ng¢wspapers Limited
2006



A militant of the Palestinian Abu
marches during a rally in Gaza City, on Saturday. AFP

GAZA CITY, May 27. —
The Hamas-led govern-
ment sent its private militia
" back into the streets of
Gaza today, a day after
withdrawing the force to
help calm an increasingly
bloody standoff with forces
loyal to President
Mahmoud Abbas.

Hamas officials said the
move wasn’t meant as a
provocation. But Mr Abbas’
Fatah movement said the
deployment risked igniting
new violence and threat-
ened negotiations on the
President’s ultimatum to
the militants to accept a

W s

plan that would implicitly

. recognise Israel.

Mr Abbas, clected sepa-
rately last year, has been
seeking to curb Hamas’
authority in security mat-
ters and other areas. Hamas
decided to form its militia
in April after Mr Abbas
placed a loyalist in charge
of forces that report to the
Hamas-controlled interior
ministry.

The militia was deployed
for the first time last week,
setting off days of clashes
with Fatah-dominated
security torces that left 10
people killed. :

The 3,000-strong Hamas
militia has been at the cen-

Rish Brigades, an armed offshoot of the fqmver ruling Fatah p‘arty

tre of the Palestinian
infighting, and Hamas’
decision to withdraw the
black-~clad force yesterday
was widely seen as a con-

 ciliatory gesture.

Youssef Zahar,
spokesman for the militia,
said today’s deployment did
not contradict the previous
day’s decision. At the time,
Hamas said the force would
remain on standby at fixed
locations and resume limit~
ed patrols in the future.

“The police stations are
closed to us, so we're mak-
ing use of some sireets”
Zahar said.

The presence of the
Hamas gunmen was niuch

28 My p,

smalier than earlier - this
week, with forces stationed
at several major intersec-
tions and near the homes of
senior Hamas government
officials. The situgtion
appeared to be calm, gnd in
some instances, Hamas
gunmen chatted freely with
regular policemen.

Fatah spokesman Tawfig
Abu Khoussa, however,
said the return of the

Hamas force, even in small

numbers, was “unaccept-
able and illegal”. The lack
of its presence on the
streets yesterday brought
great relief. -“Their return
signals the possibility of
new friction,” he said.

THE STATESMAN




‘BaIE
9yl ur sduwred J9yoeqyORq
Jo Mo pue ur sjuswW
-9AOUI U0 SUONOLISaI pasod
-W peY pue 110s8.1 9} SUurARe]
sasng pue saed 3urddo)s aiam
ad1jod pres Jojista auQ

"S)Se|q 9} PIeay OUM ‘Ssau
-JIM QU0 ples . ‘9I9ymAIons
guruuna sydoad aJe a1sy) pue
B3Je 9} WoJJ SUTuod ax{ows
ST a1y, LIND SILT moqe
Je U01SSadons yornb ur soerd
3003 Aepo] suotsordxa ay,

‘UMO0} Jo Ino peay suenjdA3H
uaym  ‘WISSeN-[0  wureys
Jo Teanse) 3utads juaioue
Y3 UM PSPIoUIod suoisodxa
s.AepoJ, ‘€g AM( pue 9 189030
— sAeprioy uenndASy uo yjoq
AJam syoene asoy ], -drdoad L9
Jseal Je Sur[[Iy aeek isel Amp
ut Yy1ayg-[o urIeys Jo 110soa
joyIew-dn ay3 ur urese payoel
-1 dnoas pajeral A[9so[o e ples
sanrIoyine uend4A39 ay],

‘ardoad
$£ SUl(TY ‘1SB0D )SEsl1I0U o[}

qele( Jo 10sda reuls uendA3g sy,

U0 S1I0Sa1 13110 0M] PUE B(qR,
JO 110881 JapJaoq ay} Ul [930y
UONTH 8y} peoyoepe dnoad
B Uaym ‘po0g JI8q030(Q 2ouls
emsuruad reurg ayj} Jo 1seod
wIdisea ay) uo suolsordxa
391U} JO 39S PIIY} o3 SEM )]
‘sorjens
-8d I[9RJIS] AUe JO MOoUy JOU PIp
A9y} pres sauLIoyne I[aeis|
pue olre) Ul Jopessequue [l
-S[ YL, ‘8193 a1am Aueur AToy1]
-Un ST 1 J2A0 Aepl{oy JaA0ssed
9y} UYMm g Josas 9y}

=

Ul Ae3s U91J0 SISAIP 1[9RIS]
‘sI9usre
-10J 9q 0} pareadde peap 9y} jo
Auew pres 831AI9S sdue[nquUe
[e90] 3y3 Y3m Terdyjo uy
‘pres £1STuI 10119}
-ut 8y} ‘Jeyqrewrtadng erezeys
9y} pue eLIs}ejed UIppery
3y} ‘Jueaneisay UoS[EN Iyl e
aoe1d yo0} suotsordxa sy,
‘pawreu
aq 0} juem Jou pIp OS[e oym
‘JuapIsal JIsyjoue pres ‘rel
-1dsoy 03 ardosd 3urye} sIed

MVHVENIN SAVS ‘LOV LSIHOHYIL INIIM

pue ssdue[qWe 3Je aJaYl
"J98als 9y3 Ul SLIgep pue
sired Apoq 8Iem dJdYL,

. OIIYMATIBAS
aorrod s.axay], ‘sired Apoq
9J9M 313 ], 'POOI(] JAIS 0} JUom
suenjd43y Teydsoy 03 uayel
8ureq a1am ardoad “Surureaos
atem a[doaqd -erdoad peap
Auewr mes ap, pIes auaos
Y} woJy seaewW (g Inoqe
Sem OUyMm JoyJIoM 9jed ¥

‘pres eusy Aouoade smau aje)s
Y} ‘me[ Jo 92J0] Aq Ajpeusd
a3 Led A9y yeyl 0s ‘10e IS1I0I
-19) PayoIMm SIY) J0J s[qisuods
-3 9SO} UMOP OB} "~ 0} paau
3} pessaais Juepisald ayL,,
" 3O JSLI0119) PIYIIM,, B SUOIS
-o[dxe o) pel[ed Meleqny
TUSOH yuaprsaild uenyd4L8y

"SOeYO pue afeuaed
JO SauBds paqrIossp ‘siayoed
-yoeq yim Jemndod St Yorym
‘410881 SUIAlp pue yoeaq
[Tews oY) Ul S$aSSoUIIM
*SAN}ITRUOTIRU JI9Y} SAIS Jou
PIp Inq ‘pesp 3y} Suowe sIa
-U819.10] INOJ 9189M 8I8Y) pres
417 $80AIUS UIYJU PUTYIQ SFe]
U9lJo AMSTUIW 9y, "patnfur
001 Pue peap QT JO [[03 & dAeS
juswdlels  Ansruiw  J0119)}
-Ul Uy "jueane)sad e je uorsord
X9 UB JalJe }99.1)S o} U0 SLIQap |
pue syred £poq mes £98y] pres
SJUSPISal pue Jeezeq JSLINO)
s,umo} 8y} woiy dn psmoi
-[1q 930WS PIeS SISSOUIIM
‘Pres sTero
-13J0 A)11INO9S pue anasad ‘001
uey} siow Surpunom pue afd
-0ad og 3ul{[1y] Xepos qeye( Jo
110881 TRUIg uernjd48y
9y} YoOoys SuoIsofdxa 9aIy,
(s1may) vg [Udy ‘oxre)

110831 JdASH Yooa s)sejg

iu



‘Fatah, Hamas make up

Associated Press \vﬂ

GAZA CITY, April 23: The
militant Hamas group and
the rival Fatah Party agreed
today to work to end ten-
sions between their com-
peting branches of the
Palestinian  government
that exploded into violent
clashes and mass protests
throughout Palestinian
towns in recent days.

But friction threatened to
boil over again with neither
the Hamas-controlled Cab-
inet nor Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas’
more moderate Fatah fac-
tion backing down from
their conflicting demands
in a fierce struggle for con-
trol of the security forces.

Supporters of the two
sides traded gunfire and
hurled stones and fire-
bombs yesterday, and
Fatah leaders warned the
violence could deteriorate
into civil war. In a meeting
that began yesterday and is
continued till today, Hamas
and Fatah officials said they
would take steps to end the
fighting. “The two move-

do stk
Laden threatens ew tape

CAIRO, April 23: Al-Qaida terr-
orist leader Osama bin Laden
issued ominous new threats
today, appearing to justify att-
acks on civilians in the West
and calling on his followers to
go to Sudan to fight a propo-
W sed UN force in Darfur. In his
first new message in three
An Al-Jazeera grab during months, bin Laden also said in
broadcast of a new the audiotape that the West's
audiotape from Osama  cut off of aid to the Palestinian
bin on Sunday. ® AFP Hamas-led government proved
Washington and Europe were
conducung a Zionist (Jewish) crusaders (Chnsuan) war on

“bin Laden had decided to attack Israel to deflect growing
Arab animosity toward Al-Qaida. @ AP

ments have agreed to call
on our Palestinian masses

Egyptian security officials,
thousands of Fatah sup-

to stop all displays that
might lead to tension,”
Fatah  official Maher
Mekdad said, reading a
joint statement. “They
agreed to work together to
strengthen national unity”.
But no agreement was
reached on control of the
security forces, participants
said. Outside the meeting,
which was mediated by

2 4 oo J0ne

porters shouted anti-
Hamas slogans.

Abbas, whose Fatah Party
lost the January parliamen-
tary elections, has been try-
ing to shore up his already
considerable powers to
marginalise the rival Ham-
as group, which calls for the
destruction of Israel and is
listed as a terror organisa-
tion by the USA and the

THE STAT

European Union.

After the Hamas Cabinet
took office last month,
many Western nations
froze desperately needed
aid to the Palestinian gov-
ernment, causing a finan-
cial crisis. The government
is nearly three-week late in
paying March salaries to its
165,000 employees and
Hamas officials say they do
not know when they will
have the needed money.

The government was fur-
ther isolated after Hamas
officials defended an Isla-
mic Jihad suicide bombing
in Tel Aviv on 17 April that
killed eight, Israelis. Israeli
interim Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert said the att-
ack completed “the trans-
formation of the Palesti-
nian Authority to a terrorist
authority”. The internation-
al community will now
understand that we don't
have a partner”, he told his
weekly Cabinet meeting
today, according to partici-
pants. The weekend unrest
followed Abbas’ efforts to
take control of all the Pale-
stinian security forces.
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Abbas deals a

blq};v\to Hamas

CBDOHTUS /

GNS and AGENCIES G
Jerusalem, April 21 ‘

THE PALESTINIAN President,
Mahmoud Abbas, on Friday
blocked Hamas’s plans to set up a
controversial security force,
which was to consist of militants
and be headed by the No. 2 on Is-
rael’'s wanted list.

In the biggest demonstration
yet of the power struggle for con-
trol of Palestinian politics, Abbas
issued a presidential decree veto-
ing Thursday’s announcement by
the interior minister, Said Siyam.
As President, Abbas, of the Fatah
party, wields considerable power
and has the right to approve or re-
ject key appointments.

The Hamas Prime Minister, Is-
mail Haniyeh, is expected to meet
with his interior minister later to-
day to plan a response. Siyam’s
decision to set up the new force
and appoint Jamal Abu
Samhadana as its commander
was seen as a major provocation
to Abbas, to Israel and to the in-
ternational community.

Sambhadana (43) was a founding
member of a militant group sus-
pected of a deadly attack on a US

diplomatic convoy. He served a
/yeﬁ"mia:l Palestinian jails for in-

L

volvement in militant dctigity.

The new force was to Be made
up of militants from various fac-
tions. Under the current arrange-
ment, the interior minister con-
trols three branches of the secu-
rity forces, while the president
has direct command over three
other groups. However, Abbas is
also overall commander of the se-
curity forces.

Abbas and Hamas have been
wrangling over the scope of
their respective powers since the
Islamic militant group won par-
liamentary elections in January.
After the Hamas victory, Abbas
took control of the state-run me-
dia, the Palestinian Investment
Fund and the authority control-
ling borders.

Hamas has complained it was
largely left with paying salaries
for some 165,000 government em-
ployees — a task it cannot meet
because the West has cut off fi-
nancial aid.

In a letter to Haniyeh, Abbas
wrote, “We have learned through
the media that the interior minis-
ter issued decisions violating the
law. All the officers, soldiers and
security personnel are asked not
to abide by these decisions and to
consider them non-existent”.

THE
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n Freezes aid
{ for Palestinian
Authority

u Prefers diplo-
matic solution
for Iran crisis

J Manuel Barroso,  reconstruction
EU President

TURKEY

= Ongoing

unrest (Kurds)

= Rumours on

increased US

8 military pres-

\ . ence
A

R Tayyip Erdogan,

Turkish PM

= Does not
recognise
Israel

n Defends ter-
rorist acts,
such as suicide
bombings
ismail Haniyeh,

Palestinian PM

UNITED NATIONS

m Stops financial aid
for Palestinians
m Calls on lran to halt
uranium enrich
ment
m Seeks way to
revive Mideast
peace talks Ke

mSupportslraq

Ainan,
UN Sccretary General

“MIDDLE EAST STATUS

Growing Israeli-Palestinian tensions, ongoing Iranian nuclear
crisis and the civil war-like situation in Iraq are firing up under
the Middle East powder keg. Areas involved and key players

Ehud Olmert, Israeli PM

UNITED STATES

| = wants to isolate

" Hamas; no financial

| assistance for

‘ Palestinians

| = Hardline policy

‘ against Syria, Iran

‘ (military option)

i wFights insurgence in
Irag

Russia

ISRAEL

of civil war
m Economic and political boy- a Difficulties in
cott of Hamas government forming a gov-

n Calls lIran-Syria-Hamas new ernment
“axis of terror” a Pending
Saddam

u Keeps up
financial aid
for Palestinian
Authority

m Refuses
sanctions
against lran | s

A Vladimir Putin,

Russian President

= Financial aid
for Hamas

= Does not
recognise Israel
» Controversial
nuclear pro-
gramme = i
m Aggressive anti- :famaﬁ::iﬁ:ﬁ .
western policy

= On the brink

Jalal Talabani,
Iragi President

Hussein trial

CHINA

a Refuses sanc-
tions against
Iran

a Offers continued
help to Iragin its
reconstruction

heon‘ge W Bush.
US President

Hu Jintao.
Chincse President

Source: AP, Reuters/Graphic: SANJAY KAPOOR
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Russianfinancial aid for Hamas

VERA KALIAN - @
MOSCOW | APRIL 15 W Q,}

RUSSIA said on Saturday it had
promised emergency aid to the
Hamas-led Palestinian Authority,
breaking with fellow mediators, the
EU and Washington which have
stopped funding to try to force Hamas
to recognise Israel.

A Foreign Ministry statement said
the offer came in a telephone conversa-
tion on Friday between Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Pales-
tinian President Mahmoud Abbas.

“Mahmoud Abbas highly appreci-
ated the'intention of Russia,confirmed
by Lavrov, to grant the Hamas-led
Palestinian Authority urgent financial
aid in the nearest time,” it said.

Russia is a member of the quartet of
Middle East mediators searching for an

off duty masked policemen hlock a
road in Khan Younis, Gaza, on Saturday
end to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,

along with the UN, the EU and the US.
The US and the EU have halted di-

rect aid to the Palestinian Authority
because it has not renounced violence,
recognised Israel or agreed to abide by
interim peace deals.

Washington has barred American
citizens and organisations from most
business dealings with the Palestinian
Authority. Israel has also blocked the
transfer of customs and tax receipts.

Larvov had earlier criticised the halt-
ing of aid, though he has urged Hamas to
meet the demands of international medi-
ators. He said the only way to make
Hamas meet international demands was
to work with it, not boycottit.

It was wrong to deny aid to the
Palestinians “because in democratic
elections they elected a government
made up entirely of Hamas mem-
bers...we are convinced that this ap-
proach is mistaken”, as quoted in a
statement last Tuesday. —Reuy
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E.U. halts aid to Hamas Government

ko-+b

Militant group says Israel’s severing of ties is tantamount to declaration of war

David Gow and
Conal Urquhart

LUXEMBOURG/TEL AVIV: The E.U.
on Monday increased the pres-
sure on the Hamas-led Palesti-
nian Authority to recognise
Israel and renounce terrorist vi-
" olence by suspending all direct
aid to the new Government.
Europe is the largest single
donor to the Palestinian territo-
ries, providing Euro 500 million
a year, of which just under half
goes directly to the PA.

Agencies’ warning

Aid organisations warned that
the decision to cut off assistance
would simply damage people liv-
ing on about £1 a day and drive
them further into the arms of
extremists. Aid accounts for 25
per cent of Palestinians’
incomes.

But E.U. Foreign Ministers
said aid for electricity, water,
food, health and eulacation
would be channelled via age.n-
cies close to, but not controlled
by, Hamas.

Their decision to suspend ait‘i

the U.N. and private agencies.

Netherlands §i§f 6.2
Denmark*

European ald to Palestinians

The European Union sends some $300 million for the Palestinian
Authority in annual aid. European nations also contribute
individually some $300 miltion, partty for humanitarian aid through

To Palestinian Authority

Figures were not included for Austria, Cyprus, Estonia,Hungary, Slovenia, Czech
Repubiic, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugel, Poland, Malta, Slova'}g:.

L=

v)

United Nations and otlhers

in millions

of dollars
* No breakdown

SOURCE: AP Research

APJ

came after Palestinian Finance
Minister Omar Abdel Razek
warned that the PA’s financial
crisis was desperate, leaving him

Ty Cih o

unable to pay 140,000 civil ser-
vants. E.U. Ministers dismissed
such talk as exaggerated.

British Foreign Secretary

l r?
Jack Straw said aid 1;1 een

suspended while “an urgent
search for other routes to ensure
that public servants like teach-
ers and doctors get paid is
undertaken”.

He added: “Our overwhelm-
ing concern is to make sure that
ordinary people’s lives are not
damaged. At the same time, Eu-
ropean taxpayers would find it
intolerable if they found their
money used for terrorists or ter-
rorist operations.”

Hamas could resolve the
problem by committing itself to
non-violence and recognising Is-
rael and abiding by previous
peace agreements, he said.

The new Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Ehud Olmert, severed all di-
rect contacts with the PA at the
weekend. Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas said the policy
violated previously signed
agreements and international
law. Sami Abu Zuhri, a Hamas
spokesman, said Israel’s step
amounted to a “declaration of
war’.— ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2006




Sharon declared incapacitated

Israeli Cabinet announces Ehud Olmert will be interim Prime Minister \/‘9 \q

Atul Aneja

DUBAL Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s five-year tenure
has formally ended with the
Cabinet declaring that he has
been permanently
incapacitated.

The Cabinet announced that
Ehud Olmert would assume the
charge of interim Prime Minis-
ter from Friday, exactly 100 days
after Mr. Sharon suffered a mas-
sive cerebral stroke. Under Is-
rael’s succession law, an interim
Prime Minster has to be ap-
pointed within 100 days of the
incapacitation of a Premier.

Israel’s Cabinet Secretary Yis-
rael Maimon said, “The suggesti-
on laid forth today [Tuesday] is
to appoint the head of the Kadi-
ma party, the acting Prime Min-
ister [Mr.] Ehud Olmert, as the
Prime Minister in practice.”
This was the first occasion when
the Israeli law of succession has
been invoked to replace an in-
capacitated Premier. The Kadi-

» Kadima initiates talks for
forming coalition

o Israel declares Hamas-fed
regime a “hostile entity”

» Violence escalates in
Gaza Strip

ma party, formed by Mr. Sharon
prior to his illness, has won 29 of
the 120 seats in the recent Israeli
parliamentary elections.

Soon after winning elections,
Kadima, under Mr. Olmert’s

stewardship, began efforts to
form a coalition government by
involving other parties. Kadima
hopes to cobble together an alli-
ance comprising at least 61 law-
makers, including its own 29
members.

Controversial decisions

It has also apparently taken
two controversial decisions. It is
set on settling Israel's perma-
nent borders with the Palesti-
nian territories, even if it
demands taking unilateral ac-
tion. Besides, it has signalled
that it intends to isolate the Isla-
mist militant group Hamas,
which has won the Palestinian
parliamentary elections.

Kadima has initiated talks
with the Centre-Left Labour
party, which won 19 seats. The
Labour party leader, Amir Pe-
retz, has pledged support for Ka-
dima, but has expressed
reservations about imposing
unilaterally defined borders on
the Palestinians. The Israeli dai-

Thi runky

ly, Yediot Ahrondt, has reported
that Kadima was keen to arrive
at a final border settlement by
2008 during the tenure of U.S.
President George W. Bush.

Kadima will also begin talks
with Likud party and the ultra-
Orthodox Shas, which have 12
lawmakers each, despite its op-
position to Mr. Olmert’s unilat-
eral withdrawal plan,

The Pensioners Party, which
won seven seats at the election
and the Left-wing Meretz, which
has five MPs, are other possible
partners in the coalition.

Meanwhile, Israel has de-
clared the Hamas-led Palesti-
nian Government a “hostile
entity”. Israel, the U.S. and the
European Union are imposing a
financial boycott on the Palesti-
nian Government.

There has been an escalation
of violence, with Israeli artillery
pounding sites in northern Gaza,
where Palestinian groups have
allegedly launched rocket at-
tacks.



Snaps Ties Wlth PA,Th

Jerusalem: Israel ratcheted up the pres-
sure on the new Hamas-led Palestinian
government on Sunday, severing all con-
tacts and vowing no let-up in operations
against militants after the killing of 15
Palestinians in weekend strikes.

As the armed wing of Hamas threat-
ened to avenge the killing of 15 Pales-
tinians in the Gaza Strip, Israel’s
acting premier Ehud Olmert
pledged to strike as long as mili-
tants continued to fire rockets.

“One thing must be clear——
whoever fires Qassam rockets,
whoever is engaged in terrorist
activity, is a legitimate target and
will be dealt with without hesitation by
the security forces,” Olmert told a cabi-
net meeting. “There is no restriction on
the security services regarding the car-
rying out of these actions wherever they
identify the danger of terrorist activity.”

Olmert later hosted a meeting of top
security and diplomatic officials in
which it was decided that any foreign of-
ficial who made contact with the Hamas
government would be shunned and Is-

11 APk 008

puts heat on Hamas govt

lxéatens Militants

rael’s own boycott was reaffirmed. “Is-
rael will not hold ties with the Palestin-
ian Authority which is a hostile author-
ity he said. Olmert, whose Kadima par-
ty is to head the next coalition after its
own election victory last month, has
consistently refused to deal with Hamas.

Israeli government spokesman Asaf
Shariv said relations with Abbas
would be limited, and peace talks
were out of the question.

“The PA is one unit and does
not have two heads,” the state-
ment said, adding that Israel will
work to undermine the Palestin-
a ian government.

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, a spokesman for
the Palestinian president, said Israel
should negotiate with Abbas, who is the
head of the PLO, because Israel signed
its agreements with it. Abu Rdeneh said
Israel should not “lock for any pretext
for escaping from the negotiating table.”
The cabinet also rejected the idea of us-
ing Abbas to bypass the new government
and boosted Olmert’s plan to impose a
border in the West Bank by 2010. agencies

TNE 1imp OF INDIA

Palestinians try to extinguish a burning factory
after it was hit by Israsli shells in northern Gaza




dV— ‘Aepung
uo siopodar pioy osy
ezoy plwel uewsdyods
Anstury uSio104 ueruer]
<oerstur S1q B opeW d9ARY
Ao ‘s1ySur sy dun 2418 03
Ul SaYew [UNo)) ALnd
-3 "N'(194) 0} Ul SuLLIoy
-21 Yury) (sofe ueadoing
s pue § oY1) Aoy JT.,
‘ssaxfoxd syt
UO [19UN0d 9y} 03 oeq suod
-31 £ouady 810U OTWOYY
[euonewIoU] oY) 9I10j
-0q Adwoo 0 gz [udy [mun
ueIyq], 2aes pue—peoy
-Tem Je3[dnu e I0J [er1al
-ew 9} IO J030891 B IOJ [N
Ioyne sonpoxd ued jeyy
ssaooxd Aoy e—wmniueIn
JO JuawOLIUS [[e puadsns
UeIy ey} pSpuBLIAp Sey [0
-uno)) Ajumoag NN 24T,

‘[yeoead ore
SuOnUSIUL S) jey) 3sed Si
15004 [fIx sadoy uel] isia e
‘Gurssaooidor winuelIn pue
JUOWIYOLIUS wniuern I0J
sonoey sjI 1oadsur oy wey u
a1om Aouae Jopyorem resp
-NU N[} Y} WO ued) e
SE JUIred Josy ez Prrey
uewsayods Ansrurjy udo
-10J AQ Sjuounmod ayJ,
-surureiSord responu syt
I9A0 suonenogou 0y uado
SeM 1 pIISISUL 1 INq “Juat
-yotrus wniuein dn 9A8 03
URIYJY, 20I0§ 0} 9[qe 9q [ImM
[pUNo) Aumdseg NN 2y
Juryy 03 saIre S} pue S
oy 10y, oyeist §1q,, e sem
11 Aepung uo pres NI

614 dV ‘NVIHA.L
INTRIVA YVEAVITV

WIng-) JuawydNIUI
U0 SN 22.10{ J0UUDI
11ouno) 411maag N,

auizeSew gp) :uesj yoeye oy sueid s

‘Trej p[noys
suonenogou yisyoene Areju o
pa[niiou aaey ‘onewoydip st yyed
pairgjard nayy ey Surziseyd
-W2 J[IYA ‘S[EIDNJJO UOT)BIISTUTL
-pe JOIUSS "JJIDIIE UMO S JO U0
10Us A[[ejuapooe 31 Jey) y3ny os
sasuagop Ite st dn pajoyoes pey
URI] SYOOM 931V} ISB] 9Y) UTYIM
1B} pappe Inq ‘s3I yons Aue Jo
a1emeUN Sem Y ples [eIoJo uog
-BJUS{ V 'SIEpEI [BISEOD UBIURI]
7O 58ueI UIYIIM SUNI qUIOG-Tea[o
-TiU paje[nuus SUIA[} U93q 2AeY
souepd yoelle paseq-ISLLIed ued
-LIQUIY 1Y) S}ISSSE OJoILIe Sy [,
*91210qE.[9 0}
pauroap ays “Aousdy 9ouadifel
-U[ [enUa)) 31 J0] vewomsayods
B ‘SSAN O[OUOIAN pres . ‘ojel
-ndoe Ul ST JBY} UOT)BULIOJUIT SUTE)
-U00 9o1LIR AT, "UBIYJ], UTJUSW
-u12a03 oy asoddo oym sdnoid
snousfipur yum sdrysuornelar
SYRAII[ND O] pUR BIEP 195183 J09[00
0) UBI] 9)enul 0} poIapIo U]
aaey sdoorl jequWOd UBILISUIY
18Y1 S91BIS OS[R J[O1IR oY T, "pIes
[eyjo uoSejuad JoMUss B ‘9[qel
sy uo nd 10 o uaye) soynu
JO INSSI 2Y) PIEIY I2AU JA T,
‘weIy jsutede oyIIs 9[qIs
-sod e ur suodeom responu SuLIspis
~U0O SeM UONRIISTUTIIPE Yysng o)

JeY) UOBUAIUOO § S[TTE o1} paloal
-21 A[pipued yeads 03 Ajrwiuoue
patueld 210m oym pue ueli[ uo
suoneraqiap [2a91-ydiy ur aredion
-Ied oym S[RIOIJO UOIESIUTLIPE
pue ey ‘uogejusg mojing
ounueiford reap
-nu s, uelf SuIpuNoLmMSs SANSSI A
01 uonnjos onewojdip e Surnsind
J1e Aunurwod [eUONeUIdU 3Y)
i Suofe om ‘Ajpareadai pres sey
juapisaxd ay3 sy ‘Suruued Arey

-Ifr ssnosip 0) utod jou a1,
:Aepinjes uo pres ‘uewsayods
[Puno) AUnddg [eUONBN ®
‘SaUO{ WILISPAIL] ‘I[o1Le 91 INOqe
poysy ‘Suryew-uoIspop s ul
JUSWISA[OAUT J321IP OU INq uoge)
-u3q 2y} 01 son Suraey Se paqUds
-Op $30INOS SE [[om SB ‘S[EIdJO
2ouagieIut pue uoSeiusg I9ULIO)
Surpnpur ‘s30Inos snowiuoue
snolswinu S IPIE YL

*poJeIS S[OILTE Y] ‘PAISISAT ASTIOH]

dv "Aepinjes uo ueiya] uj bes uo suopepjosou
uoj3ujysem pue uequei| 3sejoid 03 uojjelsuOWdp SN-ue Uy

O

AUYM 23 Je S[EIHO pagmuapn
‘uondo 1ey) doxp 01 JySnos 193e]
FeIS Jo SpaIyD Juiof 3y} Usym
*$3)IS Tea[ONU PUNOISISPUN S, Uel]
surefe squioq JedpNU I9ISnq
-19junq asn 0) uondo ue Yum
3SNOH MY 3 pajuasaid xopum
sty uoSejusd oy} suasse YsioH
N Inouwikog Aq opnIe ayj,
‘s1a130d01 pjo) Josy
ezay pre uewsayods AjsTuriy
uSia10 , ‘ssaussajday pue 1o8ue
S,BOLISWY WOI} Suiurus)s oIef
-Tem [esi3ojoyoAisd se (SoyLns Ire
1o} Sutuueld) yeyy prear om,,
-ourrer3oid responu [ers
-I9A0IJUOD S} UOPUEQE 0) UBIYIL,
amssaxd 01 soquns are Suruuerd
sem Arejpur Sy oyl ey ywod
-31 3y} 2IejIem [edsrdojoyohsd,,
se papueiq uel] ‘Aepung uQ
“AIYUOY MIN
2y [ oY) Ul 3[oNIe Ue 0} SUIPIcIOE
‘suodeom Iespnu [eonoe; Suisn
1N0 po[NI J0U SeY pue ‘uer] jsurede
syoene o[qrssod 103 “Juruuerd
Areypu SunjeIa[oooe st ‘ounuess
-o0xd reoponu s uel] ey
0] suonenogau 9Jed0A
-pe Aprqnd yomym ‘uon
-exsunupe ysng gH

» 6 TRIdV ‘NOLONIHSYM

o /2 SHIDNADV

I

QEEEon 1e3[oNU )1 U0 3 dnssaxd 01 axeprem [eorSojoydLsd, se syrodas spueiq uely § SINIYLS

-
!

A

ats

'ND'A N Yi"l‘)th



Israeli forces take
- cabinet minister into custoc

NIDAL AL MUGHRABI
GAZA, APRIL 6

SRAELI security forces took into cus-

tody a member of the new Hamas-led

Palestinian cabinet today at a roadblock

on the outskirts of Jerusalem, Hamas
sources said.

The Israeli Army and interim PM Ehud
Olmert’s office had no immediate comment.
Israel Radio said Khaled Abu Arafa, an inde-
pendent who serves as minister of state for
Jerusalem affairs, was detained because as a
resident of Arab East Jerusalem, he isbanned
by Israel from entering areas in the West Bank
administered by the Palestinian Authority.

Abu Arafa was stopped at an impromptu
roadblock that Israeli soldiers positioned in
the occupied territory, north of Jerusalem,
Hamas sources said.

“They stopped the car and asked the minis-
ter to get out and when he refused they
forced him by pointing the rifle in his face,”
one of the sources said, citing accounts from
witnesses who telephoned Palestinian PM Is-
mail Haniyeh.

Abu Arafa was en route to the office of for-
mer Palestinian minister Ziad Abu Ziad for a
handover ceremony and was taken by soldiers
to an unknown location, the sources said.

Hamas, sworn to Israel’s destruction, held
its first cabinet meeting on Wednesday
following its victory in the January 25 Pales-
tinian election,

Israel says it cannot consider dealing with
Hamas until the Islamic group recognises the
Jewish state, renounces violence and accepts

‘alestinian

Khaled Abu Arafa stands next to an Israell border police officer after he was detalned, at the

police station in the West Bank settiement of Maaleh Adumim on Thursday. AP

prior interim Isracli-Palestinian peace accords.
Palestinian cabinet spokesman Ghazi
Hamad aid Israel was undermining the work of
the newgovernment. “The arrest of a cabinet
ministerproves the falseness of Israel’s argu-
ments thatit seeks peace,” Hamad said.
Isracl's Haaretz web site said the Shin Bet
security service had detained Abu Arafaand a
bodygiard. Haaretz quoted security sources
as sayng Abu Arafa was taken into custody

because as a holder of an Israeli identity card,
which East Jerusalem residents are allowed to
carry, he cannot enter areas designated by in-
terim peace deals as under Palestinian Au-
thority control. Israel captured East Jerusalem
inthe 1967 Middle East war and annexed it in
a move that was not recognised internation-
ally. Palestinians want east Jerusalem as the
capital of the state they hope to establish in the
West Bank and Gaza. —Reuters

INDIAN EXPREg
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Olmert's Israel g;\/

Another phase in Mideast politics

The Middle East enters a new phase with the ele,;tkf&in\/
Israel that has propelled Ehud Olmert and his Kadima
Party to centre-stage. Floated by Ariel Sharon barely four
months ahead of the elections and before he slipped into
coma, the performance of the party has been rather dis-
mal though it has emerged as the largest bloc in the
Knesset. This ought not to detract from Olmert’s achieve-
ment; he has been able to steer a fledgling outfit to victo-
ry through a convincing campaign. Particularly notable
has been his overture to the Palestinians in his hour of tri-
umph. Short of negotiating with Hamas, he has reaffirmed
his call for peace talks with the Palestinian Authority, led
by Matimoud Abbas, and has renewed the pledge to make
painful compromises, such as uprooting some Jewish set-
tlements in the West Bank. Notable no less is that the vic-
tory has coincided with the formal assumption of office by
the Hamas. He has a four-year plan to implement the
roadmap towards a two-state solution - the outcome of
Sharon’s decision to withdraw from Gaza. He will of
course need the goodwill of the USA, Russia, the Eurgpean
Union and the UN for the plan to succeed. y { poye §

Olmert’s crucial task for now will be to grapp ith
the complexities of forming a coalition, a form of gover-
nance that has become a striking feature of Israeli politics.
The elections, above all, have brought about a dramatic
change in the fortunes of the parties. Sharon’s original
Likud, that once boasted the majority of seats in the
Knesset, is now down in the dumps, having secured bare-
ly 10 per cent of the seats. The performance of Labour, the
old Left, has been fairly impressive. The Right is shattered
and Likud has been reduced to a rump. It has clearly failed
to shore up its fortunes despite the victory of Hamas in the
Palestinian elections a few months ago. And just as inde-~
pendent international observers had vouchsafed on the
fairness of that election, the triumph of Kadima has been
hailed as a faithful reflection of Israeli sentiment that
gives considerable weightage to concessions on land and a
security barrier rather than refusal to compromise and
the use of arms. The victory of Ehud Olmert has been
remarkable without being spectacular; it will be historic if
the new arrangement works and 2010 sees a’change in
political geography.

03 APR 2004

Prdi .t Saamy:



~v|srael be

~9

gins,,.+

=form new gowvt*

&

DEAN YATES
JERUSALEM, APRIL 2

ISRAEL took its first steps
towards forming a new gov-
ernment on Sunday when the
president began meeting po-
litical parties for talks likely to
focus on an expected coalition
led by interim Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert. Several parties
should back Olmert to be the
next prime minister after his
centrist Kadima party won
most seats in March 28 elec-
tions—even though it fared
worse than predicted.

President Moshe Katsav
opened . discussions with
Kadima representatives, offi-
cials said. He will next meet
members of the Centre-Left
Labour Party, which came
second. Discussions are likely
tolast several days.

Under Israeli law, the Presi-
dent then decides which party
leader, expected to be Olmert,
is best placed to form a gov-
ernment. Labour is expected
to join the Kadima coalition,
although a sticking point
could be who will get the vital
post of finance minister, a job
Labour sees as vital to its so-

Prime Minister Ehud Oimert

cial programme. Kadima won
only 29 seats in the 120-mem-
ber parliament, forcing
Olmert to build a coalition to
win backing for a planned up-
rooting of Jewish settlers from
swathes of the occupied West
Bank if peacemaking with the
Palestinians stays frozen.
Israel would keep major set-
tlements under a plan that
would remove thousands of
settlers and trace a border
along a barrier Israel is build-

" ing in the West Bank, where

240,000 Israelis live among 2.4
million Palestinians.—Reuters




.Hamas-led government in_¢
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Palestine faces Western: heat

Ottawa: Canada suspended
all contact and financial aid
to the new Hamas-led govern-
ment in the Palestinian terri-
tories, foreign minister Peter

MacKay announced on
Wednesday, becoming the
first nation to do so.

The new Palestinian gov-
ernment sworn in earlier
Wednesday, dominated by the
radical  Islamist group
Hamas, has not addressed the
concerns raised by Canada
and others over non-violence,
the recognition of Israel and
acceptance of previous agree-
ments and obligations including the
roadmap to Middle East peace, MacKay
said in a statement.

“As a result, Canada will have no contact
with members of the Hamas cabinet and is
suspending assistance to the Palestinian
Authority,” the minister said.

“A clear commitment by the Hamas gov-
ernment to the principles that we and the
international community have outlined re-
mains an essential precondition for Canada
to resume any assistance to the Palestinian
Authority,” he added. However, officials
said, humanitarian aid to the Palestinian
people directly would not be affected by sus-
pending aid to the new government.

MacKay later described Hamas to reporters .

outside the House of Commons as “a terrorist
organisation” that is banned in Canada and
said Ottawa would remain firm in its decision
to shun the group until it renounces terror-
ism and violence.

Ismail Haniya

“There will be no contact
with Hamas or the Palestin-
ian Authority, none whatsoev-
er until such time as they de-
nounce violence and change
their position. And we're firm
in that,” MacKay said.

“We are not going to fund
terrorism,” he said.

MacKay indicated the quar-
tet—the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union, Russia and the
United Nations—held this
same position, although none
had yet moved to cut off ties

with the Palestinian govern-
ment or to deny them funds.

Canada had provided about $21 million
annually for development projects in the
West Bank and Gaza, according to officials,
or a total $333 million since 1993.

Some $6 million in projects are being sus-
pended, including new Palestinian Author-
ity housing construction, a feasibility study
to refurbish and manage a Ramaliah indus-
trial park, and funding to convene justice
ministers from the Palestinian Authority,
Israel, Jordan and Egypt annually to taik.

Meanwhile, reports from Washington say
that the US diplomats are being cautioned
to make sure that any contact they have
with the Hamas government is not with a
member of the militant resistance organi-
sation, the state department sgaid on
Wedtiesday. Spokesm#n Sean McCbrmack
said an administrative notice to that effect
was sent to US diplomats outlining proce-
dures to ensure they avoid dealing with
Hamas members. a .



Hamas assumes office
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amid threats of isolation ,

Abbas swears in 24-member Cabinet, including one woman = - \

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: The new Palestinian Gov-
ernment led by Hamas has as-
sumed office amid growing threats
of a financial boycott and political
isolation by the United States, Eu-
rope and Israel. ’

The new Cabinet was sworn in
by Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas in Gaza and his
representative in the West Bank.

A travel ban imposed by Israel
prevented the ceremony from tak-
ing place at a single venue. Conse-
quently, the swearing-in
formalities were coordinated “vir-
tually” through a videoconference
link.

The solemnities began with the
incoming Palestinian Prime Min-
ister Ismail Haniyeh, laying his
hand on the Koran. “I swear by
God to be loyal to the homeland, its
holy places, people and its national
heritage, and to respect the Consti-
tution and the law, and uphold en-
tirely the interests of the
Palestinian people,” he said.

Haniyeh’s pledge

The other members of the 24-
member Cabinet, including one
woman and one Christian, were
then sworn in. Mr. Haniyeh de-
scribed his Government’s oath-
taking as “historic.”

He pledged to work closely with
Mr. Abbas, and called for talks with
Israel. Israel, however, has reject-
ed dealing with Hamas, as the Is-
lamic group has not recognised it.
The Hamas has also linked its re-
nunciation of violence, to an Is-
raeli pledge to vacate all occupied
Palestinian territory.

With the Hamas showing no in-
clination so far to shift from its
stand, it has begun to face enor-
mous pressure from the U.S,, the
E.U. and Israel to back down.

N

YAKING CHARGE: Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh (left) takes oath in front of Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas in Gaza on Wednesday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

Threatening financial curbs, U.S.
President George Bush said on
Wednesday, “I think that aid
should go to suffering Palestinians,
but nor should it go to a Govern-
ment, however, which has ex-
pressed its desire to destroy its
neighbour.”

The 25-nation E.U,, the highest
donor to the Palestinian Authority,
has also warned it would be forced
to slash some amount of aid, unless
the new Palestinian Government

altered course. Israel has already
suspended disbursement of mil-
lions of dollars in monthly tax
transfers to the Palestinian Au-
thority after the Hamas emerged
victorious in the Palestinian par-
liamentary elections.

Coalition talks

Israeli gunboats also shelled
northern Gaza on Wednesday —
the first such incident after Israel
pulled out of the area last summer.

As the Hamas took office, lead-
ers of the newly elected Kadima
party in Israel, began informal dis-
cussions to form a new coalition
government. The Kadima has de-
clared its intent to finalise the bor-
ders between Israel and a future
Palestinian State during its tenure.
Kadima party officials were quoted
as saying that they would wait for a
year to see if the Hamas moderated
its stance before going ahead with
their plans.

“Canada suspends ties, aid

OTTAWA: Canada suspended all contact
and financial aid to the new Hamas-
led Government in the Palestinian
territories, Foreign Minister Peter
MacKay announced on Wednesday,
becoming the first nation to do so.
The new Palestinian Government
sworn in earlier on Wednesday, dom-
inated by the radical Islamist group

Hamas, has not addressed the con-
cerns raised by Canada and others
over non-violence, the recognition of
Israel and acceptance of previous
agreements and obligations including
the roadmap to Middle East peace,
Mr. MacKay said in a statement.

“As a result, Canada will have no
contact with members of the Hamas

Cabinet and is suspending assistance
to the Palestinian Authority,” the
Minister said.

However, officials said, humanitar-
ian aid to the Palestinian people di-
rectly would not be affected by
suspending aid. Mr. MacKay later de-
scribed Hamas as “a terrorist or&a/’
nisation”, — AFP T




Kadima wins Israeli poll
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Atul Aneja A4 AR

DUBAL: The Kadima party found-
ed by Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon won the maximum
number of seats in Tuesday’s
parliamentary elections, raising
the prospects of a unilateral fixa-
tion of the country’s territorial
boundaries with a future Palesti-
nian state.

The Kadima Party, whose
leader is in hospital in a coma,
won 28 seats, with the Centre-
Left Labour Party emerging sec-
ond with 20 seats.

Likud trounced

The hard-line Likad was
trounced in the elections, win-
ning just 11 seats and was placed
in the fifth position behind two
far-Right parties. Voting turnout
stood at a record low of 62.3 per
cent. Kadima was expected to
form a Government with Labour
and other smaller parties as its
coalition partners. However, its
inability to win a larger number
of seats would make it critically
dependent on support from its

«'9, {/

Arab parties: 10
United Arab List
Hadash-Ta'sl

Balad

Meretz-
Yahad: 4

Acting Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s new centrist Kadima party has taken
the largest share of parliamentary seats In Israel’s 120-member Knesset.
The former Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud — the
party that dominated Israel for decades — was beaten into fifth phco
KNESSET POWER BLOCS i i
Expected share of seats

Result with 99.7% of vote counted, turnout: 63%

Beiteinu: 12

Likud: 11

© GRAPHIC NEWS

coalition allies. Under Israel’s
complex proportional represen-
tation, the exact number of seats
may change in line with the re-
distribution of final votes.
Kadima leader and acting
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
has stated that Israel’s bounda-
ries with a future Palestinian
state could be settled unilateral-
ly. On Wednesday, in what ap-
peared to be his victory speech,

Mr. Olmert reiterated that the
finalisation of boundaries would
be high on agenda during his
term in office. “In the coming
period we will move to set the
final borders of the state of Is-
rael, a Jewish state with a Jewish
majority. We will try to achieve
this in an agreement with the
Palestinians. This is our hope
and prayer,” he said.

In the past, there have been

the country’s boundaries high on agenda: Olmert

ig nft
i L1U11 L Vix

suggestions that Israel would re-
move 70,000 Israelis from set-
tler outposts in the West Bank
while retaining the main settle-
ment blocks in the area.

An estimated 250,000 settlers
reside in the territory occupied
by Israel during the 1967 Arab-
Israeli war. Responding to the
election results, Palestinian Au-
thority President Mahmoud Ab-
bas, who was in Khartoum to
attend the Arab summit said,
“The result was expected. But
what is more important now is
that (Mr.) Olmert change his
agenda and abandon his unilat-
eral plans to fix the borders.”

The Arab summit, on its part,
adopted a resolution in reaction
to Kadima’s victory. It said, “Is-
raeli measures including... fixing
Israel’s borders unilaterally in a
way that fulfils its expansionist
greed render impossible the es-
tablishment of an independent
and sovereign Palestinian state.”
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s expected, the Kadima party led by Israel’s inte}}ﬂ/
A Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has emerged as the
L single largest formation in the Knesset after the
parliamentary elections held on March 28. Surveys
of public opinion taken soon after the party was formed in
November 2005 had projected that it could capture as many
as 42 seats in the 120-member House. Mr. Olmert might not
be too disappointed that Kadima could get only 28 seats,
considering that it was yet to have an organisational struc-
ture in place. It had also to go to the polls without its star
attraction, Ariel Sharon, who is in a coma after suffering a
stroke in early January. The overall outcome indicates that a
majority of Israeli voters have rejected political formations
that seek to perpetuate the colonial occupation of Palesti-
nian territories. Likud, which has traditionally been the
foremost among them, has lost so much ground that it has
been upstaged by a party of Russian immigrants as the main
protagonist of the hard Right. The Labour party, which
favours an immediate resumption of negotiations with the
Palestinians, did reasonably well by winning 20 seats under
an untested leader, Amir Peretz. In the lead-up to the elec-
tion it was widely expected that a Kadima-Labour coalition
would form the core of a new government. Although the two
parties together do not command a majority, they are likely
to secure the support of the Pensioners Party (seven seats)
and the 10 Arab members of parliament. Additional support
could come from the left-wing Meretz (four seats) as well as
the religious parties Shas (13 seats) and United Torah Ju-
daism (six seats). Such a coalition is likely to remain stable
even if the religious parties decide to break away later.
Given the broadly anti-occupation mandate, Mr. Olmert
can have no excuse for shying away from his campaign
promise that his Government will close many of the Israeli
colonies in the West Bank.-Even assuming this plan is
carried out, only about 60,000 settlers of the estimated
400,000 living in the West Bank will be evicted, and about 8
per cent of the territory captured in the 1967 war will still
remain under occupation. The boundary wall that causes an
almost apartheid-like separation between Israel and the
Palestinian territories will also stay. For all that, the with-
drawal could still be a significant move towards the winding
up of an unjust and unsustainable occupation. Given Kadi-
ma’s programme, it is indeed fortuitous that this party will
not be able to rule without the support of Labour. Mr.
Peretz, who wants the portfolios of either defence or finance,
is likely to be a powerful member of the cabinet. He could be
in a strong position to urge that withdrawal is carried out
through a process of negotiations with the Palestinian Au-
thority rather than unilaterally. Mr. Peretz may also press
for the revival of an offer made by previous Labour/govern-
ments that Isgael could transfer some of its own territory to
compensatg/for the land it wishes to annex.
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_Israel Churning_

/ »@ new separation plan
S;” < for Palestine q@\

F Palestmian elections redrew the landscape of Middle
East politics with a victory for Hamas, Israeli voters also
threw out existing political arrangements by handing the
highest number of Knesset seats to a newly formed party,
the Kadima. Ariel Sharon’s exit from Likud appears to have
abolished that party from the centre to the margins of Is-
raeli politics, as it came in a poor fifth this time. The elec-
tion has been seen as a referendum on Kadima’s radical
plan to draw up boundaries with a Palestinian state unilat-
erally by building a separation wall. This' would also entail
dismantling West Bank settlements that fall beyond this
boundary, in the same manner that Sharon withdrew Jew-
ish settlers from the Gaza strip. Kadima may not have a
strong hand as the Israeli vote has been fractured, and it :
will have to enter into agreements with disparate coalition :
partners to muster the required majority of 61 Knesset :
members. But Labour, which pulled in the second largest
number of seats and will most likely be a coalition partner,
-is a supporter of disengagement.

The larger question, though, is whether Israel can cut
wide swathes through occupied territory and lock up its
land and water resources by building a wall that keeps
Palestinians out — an act that will look to the international
community as a unilateral annexation of territory. It is un-
likely that Israel will lcok very much beyond Washington
for support; and given the tendencies of the present US ad-
ministration that support will be forthcoming. But that is-
n’t going to be enough to end conflict in the region. A terri-
tory in which Palestinians are locked up and subjected to
rising population and poverty rates will be like a pressure
cooker, and some of the ensuing violence will spill over to
Israel. Among other things, such a territory will be an ide-
al base and recruiting ground for Al-Qaida. More positive
outcomes are possible, however, if the plan has been con-
ceived as an initial negotiating gambit, designed to induce
the Palestinians to enter into talks about a permanent bor-
der. That Kadima leader Ehud Olmert has called for just
such a dialogue since his election victory lends support to
this interpretation. But for talks to happen Hamas, whose
government has just been approved, will first have to amend
its existing charter and recognise Israel’s right to exist.

30 MpR 2006 THE TivES CF INDIA



SIIMAY—  UBEG 1SN Oy Ul
Y] SI[ORIST 000 QT 2WOS "84k
1Se] BZBL) WOIJ PIAOWI (OS‘]
oy ueys s1ow 1ej ‘werd s 119w
Aq paapge aq pinoo sap
-33s Jued 1S9 00099 swos
‘S[eap soead urrayun
s3daooe pue swIesIp ‘[oeIsy Sasiu
-§0001 31 [un sewe}q yim sSur
-[eap AUE 1IN0 Po[NI Sey LISW{()
*ples LIyn’Z nqy , 11 JUOIFU0D 03
suerunsafed [[e 4Qqoj [jix ax pue
uoneeoss 12)ea18 ojur uoifar
sy ysnd em werd 2u 1 “sewreq Aq
paafa1 £j2191dwos pue snoraf
-uep A194 st ueyd s LawQ),, ‘Jesod
-o1d a3 pauwapuod ‘UynzZ nqy
weg ‘vewsayods sewey v
‘[9eIS] AO1ISIP O LIOMS
ST oM ‘seurer Jo 1amod 03 asu
a3 £q patuiom pue Sursudn uer
-unSafed PIO-1894-0A1 B 4q UMOP
uIom siorIs] Auew o1 sjeadde
yoeoidde rersyerun s 11swyQ
ueg 153 3y} apisw urpying

S1 [9BIS] JaLIFeq PayIIo0] B SUO[E
Iopioq e Sumoern afiym sIapIas
YSIMaf JO SpuBsShoY) JO Su3j 1001
-dn pinom sarnseswr Surdaoms
a1, 21838 9]qeIA B o) SmAusp
se suejd Jueq 1sop\ SIoUWIQO
UwWapUod suerutsafed
‘un§aq pey Inoqe T Swpnppul s}
-Ted Suipes] yim sye} uonieod
[ergoun pres ‘uemomsayods
euIpEY B ‘sqooef AR
weld Yueg 15op ST §oeq pPINod
stauoisuad  Sunuasardar suo
pue sanTed snorSa1 SWOS SY3om
10§ 15e] 0} patoadxo sxyfes ut ‘sarred
[[ews PUB INOGET Y31 UORe0o0 ©
255 01 pajoadxa sem ‘ofe syjuow
Inoj jsnf[ papunoj ‘ewnped]
"S1B3S i Ul P[NOM BUITPES]
papipaxd reurSuo pey sjod
uorndQ ‘I yim pnyry Suim
W3nY pue 7T yiim nuiayiag [oer
-SLA IsHeUOnBURIN ‘CT M SBYS
XOpOYHLIO-BII[N Y} ‘S383S (7 Yl
INOQET Yorf-aNU3) Pomoyss,

~31 U022 ‘erlipey sapisog

"pIes $3154 uowrys ueongod
BWIpEY IOMUSS pue UBISd}els
1appe Jforqissod inq ‘ynogIip 2q
TILA 3] "$1€3S 87 YIIMm JUSWIUIIA0T
€ UNI Ued 9M YUIy3 I, JYSLyMiq
[BONqIe] B SB 93§ SIA[N3S jeyl pue]
Nueg 1S9\ WOIJ [eMBIPYIIM AUB
01 pasotido sanred Suim Sy
3 33en08al 0) Paau Y] pIoAe

siginay— ‘WWwIng qely ue
10} 3u0b sey 3y d13YM Wnoyeyy
u ples seqqy .’ suawoaibe jeis
-3ejiun, jo uonsanb ay3 uopueqe
10U $30p 3y pue 3bueyd 1ou saop
Jjaswiy uaw|Q jo epuabe ayi se
Buoj se (buyrhue) sbueysou jim
ynsal sy, ‘sapyjod sy pabueyd
H3W|Q SS3|UN SUBIUNSA|RY B4} 0}
SUBIIYIP OU AXBW PNOM NS
uo[P3(3 |3e1S| By} 1ey) Aepsaupap
uo ples seqqy pnowyeiy Juap
-153ld ueluiss(ed :NNOLYVH €

~2buey pjnoys sanijod,

N,

: O JINIEN

PINOM 1BY) UOHIEOD B IdYISF
-014OIns 03 A|qe 2q PINOYS LW
pres sisAfeue feonrjod swos Ing
“I3UUIM UORDI3 U
103 1SaMO0] 3]} SUOWE SeM JUdWIe]|
-Ied IoqQUIaW-Q7 T SY) Ul $183S §7
Jo Sumons s erurpey] "ueyd siy 10§
uoddns ureysns 03 9[83nas ySnu
oy Surpreusss ‘jiod s Aepsany ut
pajoadxa uey) astom paseg »:mm

Wowo Py

4.

BUIIPES] ISLIUID S WO
*213Y3 $Y0Jq 193319 Surpuedxa
pUe SJUSWS[2S Yued 1S3 pale|
-0st Juraowar Aq 0107 AQ 191U0I]
S,JoBIS] 135 0] PamOA SeY W[
—35J0 2%E) 0] INOqe Sewel
dnoiS yuerur SRS oy} Yam
13dso1d ajowiar 8 mou—sy[e)
soead jo souasqe oy ut Ing
*J5TU0D JO SIPEISP
1933 soead ur suerunisafed oy
opis3uoTe 2A1] 03 Apea1 sem [oeIs]
ey yoaads uonoapa-isod e ur pres
HsW|Q ‘seqqy PROWYRAT JUSp!
-$91J uerunsafed o) Sureaddy
“SIUSWANISS Jueq 1sap Aurew Sy
-joo1dn 4q suelunsajeq 243 yim
s19p10q feury asodun o3 sued uo
U0[109]3 S, [R1S] SUTUIM IajfE ABp
-S3UP3AN U0 UONI[e0d B Ul
-piinq ueSaq wawiQ payg
TSl swilld WRIHIN

, 62 HOAVIN WA TvSOYAL
&M %) STIVANVAQ

uoijyijeod suipjing syels .m___; HauljQ

SIUAWIAIIS fueg ISIAY PorejosI Suraowal £q (7 Aq J9T)UOIJ 135 0} m3o> i NOIL9313 13v4SI

INDIAN EXPREES



i A

A

ALESTINE'S Prime MiSter desxg- |

nate Ismael Hanieyh is probably fac-
g the biggest challenge of his potit-
ical career. The entiré world's:atten-

tion is focussed .on him with just one incisive

query - can he produce a miracle?
While there has been some - concern

among several Wwestern nations about:
Hamas’ shock victoty in the recent elections, .

both Moscow and Brussels have shown good
statesmanship by acknowledgmg the party’s
ascendancy into its current position of politi-
cal power. Meanwhile, the regular funds that
Palestine had been' receiving from Israel
towards its sustenance have:been stopped
courtesy Washington’s pfeﬁm?e on Tel Aviv.
Moscow has made up this loss and there are
reports that the European-Union is also of
the opinion to help Hamas out. financially.
Further, President Vladimir Putin personally
invited leading . members of Hamas to
Moscow - an invitation .that was gratefully
accepted - to advise them on how to get
about conducting statecr: t with Israel.
Destinty ‘has its own way of atranging
events and one of the methods in this regard
is the actuation of the proverbial quote, “the
old order changeth, yielding place to new”.
The removal of Yasser Arafat on the one
side 'and” Ariel Sharon on the pothér has
opened up a fresh approach to addressing
the age-old Palestine-Isra€l problem, a prob-
lem that has caused limitless suffering to
both. An assessment of the situation as it
stands today would be rewarding, especially
if suggestions on how to tackle the outstand-
ing issues are also discussed simultaneously.
‘There are six prime issues that have been
the bone of contention between the Jews and
the Palestinians for well over six decades or
s0. Let us analyse these one by one: Heading
the list is the issue of Palestinian refugees
returning to their homeland. Ever- since
Theodore Herzel politicised the Jewish
aspect of ownership of the relevant real
estate in West Asia and Mufti Haj Amin rec-
iprocated on behalf of the Palestinians, a
period of unending conflict both political as
well as military has engulfed the arca for
some 70 odd years. The intensity of this con-
flict rose after the United Nations officially
sanctioned ‘the creation of Israel in 1948,
Three major wars, one each in 1948, 1967
and 1973 were instrumental in thousands of
Palestinians fleeing to other countries as
refugees. Constant strikes and counter
strikes by both sides have continued unabat-
ed since. .
Periodic talks between Istael and
Palestine, mainly sponsored by the USA in
consonance with the international communi-
ty, brought delegations from both sides to
venues like Camp David, Oslo and Sharm el
Sheikh. The Palestinian side demanded that
the territory captured by Israel during the
three wars be returned so that its refugees
could be repatriated, The Istaeli side repre-
sented that while in principle they were will-
ing to da so provided some other points be
agreed to, vacation of this territory could
only be done in a phased manner because
the vacating Israclis had to be accommodat-
ed in the Israeli mainland in a segment by

segment mode; it simply could not be done in
one shot as the Palestinians reportedly had
wanted. Israel proved the fact by placing geo-
graphical statistics in terms of space available
vis-3-vis the contiuous influx of Jews from
all over the world, Apparently, this was not
acceptable to the Palestinidns with the erst-
while Palestine h’beraﬁgm Grgamsanon
being labelled as the ?o :

The intransigence ayed by both sides

resulted in the status quo of this vital issue

for years on end. The first glimmer of hope
was shown by an earlier. Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak when he decided to
vacate southern Lebanon-on the explicit
understanding that the Palestinians would
not misuse this liberalism to exercise terror-
ist tactics on Israel from southern Lebanon.
This understanding has held to date. On his
part, Sharon vacated Gaza amid huge obsti-
nacy from Jewish settlers in that strip.
However, he compounded it by erecting a so-
called security wall all along the West Bank’s
perimeter to keep out Palestinian terrorists.
This wall undid his good intentions in Gaza.
Be that as it may, the authorities in Palestine
should encourage the refugees to return.
The second issue is linked with the first to
wit, Israel must remove all Jewish settle-

ments from Gaza and the West Bank, Well, -

Gaza has been done with but West Bank
remains. It is on this matter that Haniyeh has
to walk a tight rope: he has to convince his
people that there is no getting away from
acceptance. of the truism that the stretch of
land from the River Jordan to the
Mediterranean Sea has to be shared by both
Jews and Palestinians. Peace can only mate-

Jerusslom; dispuied land

rialise if this truism is given due credit.
Desperately hanging on to the “Ottoman
Empire syndrome” will produce nothing. At
the same time, he also has to convince the
incoming Israeli Prime Miriister of the same
theory and persuade him to bring down the
security wal{)eAs a first step he should order
an immediite cease-fire to all attacks on
Israelis by his men as also by Hezbollah. The
intifada ideology will not produce any worth-
while outcome.

Number three is the status of Jerusalem.
Palestine wants Jerusalem as its capital but
Israel is ummllmg to concede this saying that
this holy city is religiously bound with the
Jews and this bond cannot be surrendered.’
In fact, the Palestinians too have a similar
claim as brought out in the next issue. The
most pragmatic solution would be for both
Palestine and Israel to honour Jerusalem as
a religious heritage and leave it at that.
Palestine can opt for Ramallah as its capital
with justification as this was Arafat’s head-
quarters.

Issue number four is the ownership of a
holy shrine located in Jerusalem. This shrine
saw the birth of three religions, namely

Christianity, Judaism and Islam. While the-

first has remaitted it ‘the background, the
other two have been contesting the owner-
ship. The Jews call this shrine Noble
Sanctuary and Temple Mount while the
Palestiniars call it the Al Haram Al Sharaf
Mosque and the Al Agsar Mosque. The
shrine is prominent by its golden dome, The
best thing to do would be ta share the shrine
using the universal maxim that every religion
in the world inevitably preaches tolerance

and respect for other fanths
The fifth issue is a tricky one - the Golan
Heights of Syria. These heights have been

( \tmder Israeli occupation since 1967 as a pro-
W\

- the age -old Palestme Israel problem (W

ective measure against the bringing down of

\_artillery and mortar fire by Hezbollah on

Jewish settlements in the West Bank. A last
ditch attempt made by Bill Clinton in 2000 to
make Syria’s previous President, the late
Hafez al Assad, keep Hezbollah in check in
this respect failed. The present incumbent
Bashr al Assad (Hafez’s son) is equally reluc-
tant like his father. Haniyeh has to prove to
Tel Aviv that these heights will never again
be used for targeting Israel, a commitment
that should not be difficult once the forego-
ing issues start moving favourably.

The sixth and last issue is the sharing of the
water of Lake Tiberias ~ earlier known as the
Sea of Galilee — by Israel and Palestine.
These waters are currently under Israeli con-
trol as the lake is adjacent to the Golan
Heights. This is a minor issue really and will
automatically get resolved through diploma-
cy when the major ones are settled. In terms
of priority, the first four issues need to be
resolved first followed by the last two. .

India should contribute its mite to thg
Palestine-Israel problem since both thesg
nations maintain good working relations
with New Dethi. The recently concluded
nuclear agreement with the USA might force
India to step in willy-nilly. In order to get this
agreement passed by various bodies that
matter, for example, the American Congress,
the Nuclear Supplies Group, the IAEA and
so on, New Dethi will have to face an awk-
ward situation in that Jews play a dominant
part in decision making. The American
Congress for instance has a strong Jewish
lobby, a lobby that can easily throw a spanner
in the works. If push comes to shove, George
W Bush would rather play safe with his
Jewish vote bank than oppose its con-
stituents.

The point therefore for India is, New
Delhi has to get actively involved in the
Palestine-Israel peace process and oversee a

.road map for the formation of an indepen-

dent Palestine with Tel Aviv’s concurrence.
Precedence for this already exists in the plan
mooted a few years ago by the USA, Russia,
the EU and the two concerned West Asian
states. India should proceed from where this
plan was left off, effectively utilising the

- theme of “peaceful coexistence”.

A step in the right psychologica! direction
would be for Ismael Haniyeh to translate
into Arabic the haunting words of the Jewish
crooner Dalia Lavi’s immortal number,
Jerusalem, and broadcast the song across the
Jength and breadth of Palestine. Thc Ja,st

verse of this song goes thus: : ,<..:“
“When will tomorrow’s sons, tomorrow’s
daughters

Have a taste of the bread cast upon the
waters
And put down the swords that perform the

" slaughters

Where Jerusalem is.”

(The author is a retired Lt. Col. of the Indian
Army.)
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SRAELIS voted on Tues-
day in a historic election
billed as a referendum on
the future of the West Bank,
with the leading candidate, acting
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert,
promising to pull back from most
of the territory and draw Israel’s fi-
nalborders by 2010.
Barring an unexpected surge by
hawkish parties, Israelis were ex-
-pected t0 give a green light to
Olmert’s proposal to separate
from most Palestinians after 39
years of military occupation.
Israel began the “disengage-
ment” process last summer with
its withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip, but Tuesday’s vote marked
the first time the leading candi-
date has laid out a concrete vision
for the future of the West Bank.
“This is perhaps the most impor-
tant election in all of Israel’s life,”
said Mordechai Aviv, 76, of
Jerusalem. “We are going to sepa-
rate between us and the Arabs,

7

Olmert with his wife after voting in Jerusalem on Tuesday. The poll is
seen as a referendum on the country’s fiture in the West Bank. AP

This is very important for us to
continue having a Jewish state.”
As]Israelis voted, two people—
an adult and a child—were killed
in an explosion near the Gaza
border. Initial reports by police
and medics said the two were
struck by a homemade rocket
fired from Gaza by Palestinian
militants. However, medics later
said they two could also have been
killed by ordnance lying in a field.

The Islamic Jihad militant group
claimed responsibility, saying the
attack was timed to disrupt the Is-
raeli election. In the past, Pales-
tinian violence has driven Israeli
voters toward hard-line parties.
Polls opened at 7 am and were
to close at 10 pm, to be followed
immediately by exit poll results
broadcast by the three main TV
stations. Final unofficial results

were expected early Wednesday.
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 ELECTIONS § Virtual referendum on separation from Palestlmans

ylsragl votes on future border

Election Day is a state holiday
in Israel, where many of the 8,276
polling stations serving 4.5 million
voters are set up in schools. By
midmorning, turnout was about
10 per cent, the lowest for the
hour since election officials
started keeping score in 1973.

Security was extremely tight,
with some 22,000 potice and bor-
der police patrolling Israel’s fron-
tier with the West Bank, particu-
larly around Jerusalem. The
military had sealed off the West
Bank and Gaza two weeks earlier,
barring all Palestinians to prevent
possible attacks by militants.

Pollsters  predicted  that
Olmert’s centrist Kadima Party,
founded in November, would win
the most votes, well ahead of the
center-left Labor Party and the
right-wing Likud. However, an
unusually large number of voters
said they were undecided, and
polisters said large fluctuations
were possible. Success for
Kadima has been defined as
winning at least 35 of 120 seats
in parliament. —AP
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Hamas blmks at mediating quartet

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
GAZA,MARCH?7 \(kw

HAMAS called on Monday
for talks with Western powers
totrytoreacha “just peace” in
the Middle East but showed
no sign of softening its stance
on Israel as it presented its
government to the Palestinian
parliament.

Hamas’s Prime Minister-
designate, Ismail Haniyeh, told
Parliament that the new gov-
ernment, expected to win a
vote of confidence on Tuesday

- or Wednesday, would be ready
for a dialogue with the “Quar-
tet” of mediating powers.

The Quartet— the US, the
EU, Russia and the UN—has
said Hamas, winner of Pales-
tinian elections in January,
must recognise Israel, re-
nounce violence and accept
past peace agreements or risk
losing vital aid.

The militant Islamic group
is formally committed to de-
stroying the Jewish state. The
parliament session came on

PM Ismalil Hanlyeh to present his govemment’s agenda at
the start of a parfiament session in Gaza on Monday. AP

the eve of elections in Israel,
where the main issue is a plan
by interim Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert to withdraw
from remote Jewish settle-
ments in the occupied West
Bank while expanding the
largest blocs.

“The people have the right
to struggle against the occupa-
tion,” Haniyeh said. But he
added: “Our government will
be ready for a dialogue with
the Quartet...to look into all

ways toend the status of strug-
gle and to achieve calm in the
region. “Our people are in
need more than any other na-
tion on earth for peace, for se-
curity and stability.

Our government will not
spare any effort to achieve a
just peace in the region.” But
Haniyeh showed no sign of
agreeing to demands by
Western powers and Pales-
tinian President Mahmoud
Abbas that it commit to ne-

gotiations with Israel. .
Meanwhile, Abbas denied
threatening to bring down
Hamas’ incoming govern-
ment but insisted that the mil-
itant group must adopt more
moderate stances to avoid a
stalemate with his authority.
Abbas had warned in a let-
ter to Haniyeh, made public
on Saturday, that he would
“exercise my mandate and au-
thority” when needed to pro-
tect Palestinian interests—
seen as a veiled threat to use
his constitutional powers to
fire the Prime Minister. -
But yesterday, Abbas told
journalists, “there is no
threat at all.” He added “I
only told them that there isa
palitical prograsame that dif-
fers from that of the Palestin-
ian Liberation Organisation
and the Palestinjan President
and that this will hinder our
work in the near future,” Ab-
bas said after talks with
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak in the Red Sea re-
sort of Sharm el-Sheik.—AP

w



\

ron’s legacy on test .

Kadima presses on with plan to put separat?@-%efore peace 9-\”

Chris McGreal

JERUSALEM: In the early days of
the campaign for Tuesday’s gen-
eral election in Israel, the once
mighty Likud party launched an
advertisement playing on the
name of its new but dominant
rival — Kadima.

Kadima is Hebrew for “For-
ward.” The advert showed the
face of its leader and acting
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
alongside what was meant as a
derisive declaration: “Forward
to the 1967 borders!”

It was an attempt to portray
Kadima as a danger to Israel
with its plan to pull out of large
parts of the occupied West Bank,
and Mr. Olmert as a coward for
retreating from the dream of a
greater Israel in the face of an
advancing Palestinian Islamic
group, Hamas.

Likud was forced to pull the
advert after many voters

thought it was pro-Kadima,
agr%th what they saw as a

2 8 Mg 2008

positive message: Don’t talk to
the Palestinians; separate from
them.

Opinion polls say that Kadi-
ma, the party created by Ariel
Sharon only four months ago,
will crush Likud, which he took
to power in 2001 with promises
to break the Palestinians.

Mr. Sharon — still in a coma
after suffering a stroke earlier
this year — tore Likud apart by
pulling Jewish settlers out of Ga-
za,

Referendum

Likud’s leader, Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu, has described Tues-
day’s ballot as a referendum on
Kadima’s plans. Mr. Olmert is,
indeed; seeking a mandate for
his proposal to draw Israel’s final
borders within four years by
moving tens of thousands of set-
tlers from some parts of the
West Bank while annexing the
larger colonies that are home to
hundreds of thousands of other
settlers.

He intends to use the vast
West Bank barrier to mark out
the border, and he plans to de-
cide its final route by talking to
the Americans but not the Pal-
estinians. “We want to set the
permanent borders of Israel,
and to do so we must separate
from the Palestinians,” he told
Israel radio on Sunday. “In order
to separate from the Palesti-
nians, we must define for our-
selves our red lines.”

Mr. Netanyahu has tried hard
to portray Kadima’s policy as
surrendering territory to Hamas
without getting anything in re-
turn, He favours the continued
use of force to hold on to all that
Israel now controls.

However, Lior Chorev, a lead-
ing Kadima campaign strategist,
said his party’s lead was built on
a belief among large numbers of
Israelis that while the occupa-
tion could not go on, there was,
as Mr. Sharon frequently said,
“no partner for peace” on the
other side. It is a view strength-

ened by Hamas’s victory in the
recent Palestinian election —
leaving only “unilateral separa-
tion”.Mr. Sharon founded Kadi-
ma in November as a vehicle to
continue his unilateral strategy
in the face of debilitating hostil-
ity within Likud. At the time, the
new party was widely viewed as a
one-man, one-theme show. Af-
ter Mr. Sharon’s stroke in Janu-
ary, his opponents in Likud
quietly rejoiced at what they saw
as the new party’s burial.

They doubted that Mr.-Olmert
— who does not carry the same
political clout as the maverick
general he succeeded — could
provide leadership over what
they saw as a nationally divisive
issue.

But Mr. Sharon had tapped in-
to a deep desire among many Is-
raelis to be rid of the
Palestinians, and the polls show
that most voters want to see his
strategy carried through by Ka-
dima. — ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2006
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Ex-Likud voters turn to Kadima ,

Netanyahu may not be able to pull off a victory W « wé &

Martin Patience

ASHDOD (ISRAEL): The catchy Li-
kud party jingle boomed around
the reception room — “Likud is
Right, Likud is your heart, Likud
is your head.”

With blue and white placards
proclaiming “Netanyahu is a
strong leader,” the 400-strong
crowd craned their necks to-
wards the Rina Banquet Hall's
main entrance.

But the politician they were
all straining to catch a glimpse
of, Likud leader Binyamin Neta-
nyahu, canght them by surprise.
The 56-year-old former Prime
Minister entered the banquet
hall through the kitchen.

Mr. Netanyahu will be hoping
that he can perform a similar
manoeuvre and pull off a sur-
prise win in this month’s Israeli
elections, but this looks unlikely.

Likud is trailing third in elec-
tion opinion polls.

The party that headed the last
Israeli government imploded af-
ter the decision of its former
leader, Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, to withdraw from settle-
ments in Gaza and the West
Bank last summer.

Ultimately, Mr. Sharon and
other senior members left Likud
and formed the new Kadima par-
ty — currently leading in the
polls.

Ferocious critic

As a ferocious critic of the
withdrawals, Mr. Netanyahu
was once again elected the lead-
er of Likud in December.

Mr. Netanyahu warns that
continued withdrawals from the
West Bank would only jeopar-
dise Israel's security and not

Floating voters key to Israel’s election

Security Is the top issue in lsrael’s parflamentary slection, with acting
lsraell Prime Minister Ehud Olmert the front-runner to form a coalition
government in the 120-seat Knesset. But latest poiis show one In five of
Israel’s five milllon voters is still undecided over who to vote for

Kadima: Centrist party
founded by Arfel Sharon
late last year, led by
60-year-old Ehud Oimert,
(above) acting Israeli
Prime Minister

Economy: Continue free
market reforms - cut
. VAT from 16.5% to 14%

Securlty: Is exploiting
Hamas's recent election
victory, claiming Olmert’s
plan “will bring Hamas
to the borders” and
place Tel Aviv within
Palestinian rocket range

Labour: Centre left party
- the “party of the poor”-
led by former trade union
leader Amir Poretz, 54

Economy: Participation
in Kadima government
dependent on increase in
monthly minimum wage
from $750 to $1,000 and
mandatory pensions for
all citizens

Cut unemployment by
half - create 400,000
jobs over 4 years

© GRAPHIC NEWS

strengthen it. On a windswept
evening in the drab industrial
port-town of Ashdod, he took
this message to his supporters.

Under glaring lights and mir-
rored roofs, the crowd of Rus-
sian  immigrants  listened
attentively to Mr. Netanyahu as
they tucked into the chocolate
croissants and fresh orange juice
laid on for them.

“They didn’t build coffee
shops and discos there and say
‘what nice people those Jews
are’,” Mr. Netanyahu told the
crowd, referring to the evacuat-
ed settlements in Gaza.

“They didn’t build some fish

ThE HI/\'CU

restaurants there,” he said, teas-
ing the Russian Jews in his audi-
ence for their fondness for
shellfish, a non-kosher food.

“No, instead they fired rockets
at Israel from the settlements
we evacuated.”

One of Mr. Netanyahu's big-
gest problems is shoring up the
support of former Likud voters
who are increasingly turning to
Kadima.A 25-year-old voted for
Likud in the last election but
says that Kadima will receive his
support at this election. — ©
2006 BBC News/Distributed
by the New York Times
Syndicate
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'submits -

Cabinet list

March 19. — Incoming
Palestinian Prime
Minister Ismail Haniyeh
of Hamas today presented
his . new Cabinet to
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, he told
reporters after anhour-
long meeting.

Haniyeh said Abbas
would study the list and
then present it to the par-
liament, which must vote
its approval. Haniyeh said
Hamasleader Mahmoud
Zahar would be the new
foreign minister. Haniyeh
said there would be 24
ministers, 10 from Gaza
and 14 from the West
Bank. Some would be
technocrats, he said. The
lone woman in the
Cabinet, Mariam  Saleh
from el-Bireh, next to the
West Bank city of
Ramallah, said after
Haniyeh’s announcement
that she would be “in the
service of women.”

Israel predicted that Mr
Haniyeh’s  government
would be a “pariah
regime” if Hamas did not

recognise Israel, renounce
violence and honour pre-
vious agreements,

Mr Mark Regev, a for-
eign ministry spokesman,
said: “They have decided
to conduct themselves out-
side the norms of interna-
tional legitimacy. Most
governments in the world
will not be dealing with
them, including Israel.
That’s their choice, and
they will have to deal with
the consequences.”

Ghassan Hatib, plan-
ning minister in the outgo-

ing administration,
warned that the
Palestinian Authority

might collapse if donors
stopped delivering aid. “If
the PA is not able to fulfill
its. financial obligations,”
he said, adding, “the pub-
lic might feel that they
don’t need it. If the PA
stops paying salaries, the
employees will no longer
be willing to continue their
work. Health, education,
welfare and other systems
will collapse.”

— AP/The Independent



Hamas unveils Cabinet ...

I

Abbas unlikely to grant approval until after lsraem;‘gls ?fﬁ’ 0 AL

" | Peter Beaumont

RAMALLAH: The militant Palesti-
nian organisation Hamas on Sat-
urday unveiled its new
Government, setting Palestinian
society on an inevitable collision
course with Israel and the in-
ternational community.

The announcement comes af-
ter weeks of negotiations follow-
ing Hamas’ election victory in
January and after the group had
apparently failed to persuade
any more moderate parties to

join a coalition.

"| Loyalistsin the Islamist group
will now control the key Fi-
nance, Security and Foreign Af-
fairs Ministries, triggering

20 1ig 2006

threats by the U.S. and Israel,

supported by the UK. and E.U,,
_that they would financially iso-

late the new Government unless
it rejected violence.

Foretaste of problems

The Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, whose
leader Ahmed Sadaat was dra-
matically seized from a Jericho
prison last week by Israeli
forces, will vote this weekend on
whether to join Hamas, in a
move unlikely to soften the new
Government’s image.

The declaration of the list of
Hamas Cabinet members must
now be approved by Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas

THE HINCU

along with .its Government pro-
gramme: In a foretaste of problems
ahead, Israel is withholding customs
dues and taxes collected under the
Paris Protocol on behalf of the Pal-
estinian Authority following the
election

Mr. Abbas is expected to put off
the approval of a new Government
until after Israel’s March 28 elec-
tion, but his confidants say he is not
yet ready to force a full-blown con-
frontation with the Islamist mili-
tants. Mahmoud Zahar, the
movement’s leader in Gaza, has
been named Foreign Minister, while
Said Siyam, a popular Hamas law-
maker, will head the Interior and
Civil Affairs Ministries. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2006




Hamas completes formation

of Palestinian cabinet: officials

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
GAZA | MARCH 18

HAMAS on Saturday com-
pleted forming a Palestinian cabi-
net that will put loyal members of
the Islamic militant group in
charge of key ministries, including
interior, foreign affairs and fi-
nance, Hamas officials said.

More moderate factions, in-
cluding President Mahmoud Ab-
bas’s Fatah movement, refused to
form a government with Hamas.

Hamas’s inability to win
coalition partners and its deci-
sion to appoint its own members
to the three key ministties could
bolster US and Israeli efforts to
isolate the new government
diplomatically and economi-
cally. Even now, Abbas could
also object to Hamas’s line-up,
triggering a constitutional crisis.
Hamas holds an outright major-
ity in the Palestinian parliament.

According to sources close to
the deliberations, Hamas has de-
cided to name Omar Abdel-Razeq,
a prominent West Bank econom-
ics professor and Hamas election
official, to the post of finance min-

Hamas leader and Palestinian Prime Minister-designate Ismail Haniyeh.

ister. Abdel-Razeq, a professor at
an-Najah University, headed
Hamas’s election committee for
the West Bank. He was arrested by
Israeli forces early in January and
was released three days ago,
Hamas sources said.

The US and Israel have vowed -

to a Hamas-led Finance Ministry,
responsible for the salaries of
about 140,000 Palestinian Author-
ity employees and security forces.

Hamas’s choice for foreign
minister will be Mahmoudal-Za-
har, a top leader in Gaza whom Is-
rael has tried to assassinate,

not to provide any money dixecﬂ%; =Hamas sourcessaid. =~ —Reuters
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hile Israel’s Prime Minister Ehud Olmert ap-
-W parently authorised the taid on the Jericho jail |

to shore up his political fortunes, the United{

States and the United Kingdom have to share
much of the blame for the violence that flared up sub-
sequently. The raid would not have been feasible had the
Western powers not withdrawn the monitors they had post-
éd in the facility under a 2002 agreement. This agreement
came about because a few Palestinians who were wanted by
Israel had taken refuge in the Ramallah headquarters of
Chairman Yasser Arafat. With Israel threatening to raid the
premises, the Western powers had worked out an arrange-
ment by which the wanted men were to be kept in the
custody of the Palestinian Authority but under the scrutiny
of American and British supervisors. Over the past four
years, Israel and its Western allies have complained that the
detenus were being treated very leniently. However, until
Hamas won the parliamentary election, Washington and
London had given no indication that the monitoring ar-
rangement would be wound up. The leaders of the Islamist
movement had declared that they would release the detenus
once they assumed office. Mr. Olmert would have found
himself in an untenable political situation had Hamas acted
on its declaration. One of the Jericho detenus, Ahmed Saa-
dat, is alleged to have been involved in the assassination of
former Israeli Minister Rehavam Ze’evi. The Israeli Prime
Minister apparently calculated-that his electoral prospects
would be severely damaged if Mr. Saadat was set free ahead
of the parliamentary election. Mr. Olmert’s political oppo-
nents would have accused him of being soft on terrorism;
such an accusation might have resonated among the electo-
rate since his main campaign promise is that he will shut
down the smaller settlements in the West Bank.

The claim by Israel and its Western allies that they did not
act in concert lacks credibility. Mr. Olmert who has been
slipping in popular ratings needed to demonstrate that he is
a strongman. That the Israeli army was able to launch the
operation half an hour after the last batch of monitors drove
away from the jail does appear to indicate it had prior
information. The U.S. and the British governments have of
eourse already declared that they would have no dealings
with Hamas. However, they have offered only a weak expla-
nation for their decision to withdraw monitors without
waiting to see whether the release of detenus was indeed
ordered. While Washington and London have cited concern
for the safety of their citizens as the justification, it is
inconceivable that either the Palestinians or Israelis would
have harmed the monitors. This has been established by the
fact that most Westerners taken hostage during the riots
that followed the raid were soon set free. All in all, the
withdrawal of the supervisors appears to have been in-
tended to provoke Hamas into an indiscretion.

1.7 MAR 2006 THE HINCU



Hamas reiterates right t0 reSISt Israel

Chris McGreal

w9~ Y \’\\07

JERUSALEM: Efforts by Hamas to form a
national unity government that will
win international acceptance are fal-
tering after the group delivered a state-
ment of principles to the Palestinian
president that the administration re-
serves the right to “reassess” peace ac-
cords with Israel.

The Hamas Prime Minister-desig-
nate, Ismail Haniyeh, has spent weeks
trying to draw the defeated Fatah party
into the government but his efforts suf-
fered a further setback at the weekend
at a meeting with Mahmoud Abbas, the
Fatah leader and Palestinian President.

Mr Haniyeh presented a statement
of principles for the new government
which sources said failed to meet de-
mands by the President, as well as Is-

Hamas supporters welcome
Palestinian Parliament Speaker
Aziz Dweik in Nablus on
Monday. ~ PHOTO: REUTRERS

rael and foreign Governments, for clear
recognition of the Jewish state, an end

to violence and a commitment to abide
by existing agreements.

THE HINCU

Mr Abbas, in his letter asking Mr
Haniyeh to form a government after
Hamas’s landslide election victory, said
he expected a public commitment from
Hamas that its administration will
honour accords with Israel. But the Ha-
mas document took a different
position.

“The Palestinian Government will
address the reality created following
previous agreements between the Au-
thority and the occupation and it is the
right of the Government to reassess
these agreements on the basis of in-
ternational law and in accordance with
the rights of the Palestinian people,” it
said,

On the question of recognising Is-
rael, Hamas was non-committal. —
©Guardian Newspapers Limited
2006
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Iran Rejects Russia's Proposal on Uranium
With Security Council Action Looming, Tehran Takes Stance of 'Wait and Microsoft
See'

By Karl Vick

Washington Post Foreign Service
Monday, March 13, 2006; A12

TEHRAN, March 12 -- Iran rejected an offer from Russia to enrich uranium The TEAM'S

on its behalf Sunday, closing the door on what had been the most promising CREATED A
diplomatic resolution to international concerns over its nuclear program. "FRANKEN-
"The Russian proposal is not on our agenda anymore," a Foreign Ministry DOC" era is over.

spokesman, Hamid Reza Asefi, told reporters at a conference on energy and
security in the Iranian capital. "The situation has changed. We should wait
and see how developments will go on among different states, including the
five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council."

The Security Council is scheduled to take up the matter this week. The
International Atomic Energy Agency last week reported doubts about Iran's
nuclear activities to the council, after voting last month to report Iran but
delaying the formal action for 30 days while diplomats made a final push on
the Russian bid.

No breakthrough occurred, however, and Asefi's dismissal appeared firm.
Iran had dismissed the Russian overture when it was first offered last year,

insisting that any deal allow uranium enrichment on Iranian soil.

Diplomats said Iran appeared to entertain the proposal later chiefly to stall

moves to send the issue to the Security Council. Momentum toward punitive Microsoft
action has been building since fall, when Iran resumed work that France, g J u Offlce
Britain and Germany said broke an agreement with them to suspend dod

enrichment activities.

"You had the impression it was largely tactical," a European diplomat in
Iran, speaking on condition of anonymity, said of the negotiations over the Russian plan. "There were
several occasions where the Iranians went to the TV and said, 'We almost have a deal.'"

"We had the impression before" the IAEA board meeting, the diplomat said, "that the Iranians were
desperately trying to give the board the impression something was imminent."

Yet the Russian plan remains attractive to the countries aligned against Iran, including the United States,
by keeping the riskiest elements of the nuclear fuel cycle outside the country. Russia offered to bring
uranium from Iran, enrich it in Russia and gather the spent fuel to assure it was not diverted for military
purposes. The United States and some allies suspect Iran intends to develop nuclear weapons; Iran says
its program is intended solely to produce energy.

"The Russian proposal from our point of view is still a very good proposal," the diplomat said, "should

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/12/AR2006031200275 p... 3/16/2006
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they ever decide to accept it."

A prominent Russian lawmaker said Iran was hurting its case before the Security Council, where Russia
and China, among permanent members with veto powers, are regarded as especially reluctant to impose
penalties. The three other permanent members are the United States, France and Britain.

Iran's dismissal "destroys the last and real possibility of a compromise," said Konstantin Kosachyov,
chairman of the international affairs committee in Russia's lower house of parliament, the State Duma,
the Interfax news agency reported.

"By all accounts, Tehran's decision will seriously radicalize the upcoming debates over the IAEA report
in the U.N. Security Council, since trust in Tehran's plans and ambitions has been strongly undermined,"
he said.

Meanwhile, Iran's foreign minister, Manouchehr Mottaki, said Iran would not use oil as a weapon in the
dispute, despite earlier threats by other Iranian officials. In remarks possibly aimed at China, which
relies on Iran for more than 10 percent of its imported oil, Mottaki said Iran would continue to supply
petroleum to Asia.

But the foreign minister also suggested that Iran might withdraw from the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, following the example of North Korea.

"Iran stresses restoration of its right to access nuclear technology and prefers to make use of
internationally recognized mechanisms and benefit from its membership of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty," Mottaki said. He added, however, that Iran would "revise its policies if it reaches the conclusion
that current mechanisms cannot preserve the Iranian nation's rights."

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google
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Energy, Iran Spur Turkey's

Revival of Nuclear Plans Microsoft

By Ka}rl Vick . _

Washington Post Foreign Service The ANYONE CAN MESS

Tuesday, March 7,2006; A14
WITH MY WORK era is over.
ISTANBUL -- Turkey is reviving its long-
deferred quest for nuclear power, pressed both
by serious energy shortfalls within its own
borders and by strident nuclear ambitions in
neighboring Iran that threaten to upset a regional D 7 Mwosall

balance of power. a Offlce

"The rise in oil prices and the need for multiple
sources of energy make our need for nuclear
energy an utmost priority," Energy Minister
Hilmi Guler said last month in announcing plans to build as many as five atomic energy plants. The
first, to be located on the Black Sea at Sinop, would come on line in 2012 and ease Turkey's costly
dependence on natural gas, 90 percent of which arrives by pipeline from Russia and Iran.

With a rapidly expanding economy, a population of 70 million and scarce petroleum deposits, Turkey
appears to be a logical candidate for nuclear power. Guler, who made his remarks while visiting a
nuclear plant in Virginia, said the new Turkish reactors could provide about a tenth of the 54,000
megawatts the country expects to need over the next two decades.

"Turkey is a very poor country in respect to power. This has made the country very vulnerable," said
Fatih Birol, chief international economist at the energy agency of the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, a cooperative of 30 countries that fosters good governance. Birol said
that after briefing Turkey's foreign and energy ministers in recent weeks, "I think this government is
rather determined to go ahead."

Neighboring Iran's nuclear program, which the United States and other countries have called a cover for
developing nuclear weapons, also looms over the revival of Turkey's program, which has had numerous
false starts since the early 1960s. Iran and Turkey are almost identical in population and economy and
regard each other roughly as equals in a famously combustible region with no dominant power.

"Iran with nuclear production will be the dominant power," said Ozdem Sanberk, a former ambassador
to Washington who heads the Turkish Economic and Social Studies research group in Istanbul. "There
will be an asymmetrical relationship."”

Sanberk has argued recently that Turkey has no choice but to pursue a nuclear program of its own under
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

"If we want to leave an independent country to our future generations, we do not have the luxury to
delay," Sanberk wrote.

U.S. officials are trying to use Turkey's unease over developments in Iran as part of international efforts

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/06/AR2006030601513 pf.... 3/7/2006



Energy, Iran Spur Turkey's Revival of Nuclear Plans Page 2 of 2

to persuade Tehran to suspend its nuclear program. Last month, the U.S. ambassador to the International
Atomic Energy Agency, Greg Schulte, spent two days in Ankara for what the U.S. Embassy described
as "intense dialogue and cooperation" on the Iranian question. Senior officials of Turkey's ruling Justice
and Development Party, whose roots in I[slam afford some entree with Tehran, lately have turned up the
volume. Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul said Turkey was "saddened by Iran's restarting uranium
enrichment."

Any Turkish move toward a nuclear weapons program would mark a dramatic departure from long-
standing foreign policy and military doctrine. Guided by the slogan of the country's founder, Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk, "Peace at home, peace in the world,"” Turkish diplomats and the powerful general staff
have invested heavily in international institutions, deploying troops repeatedly to Afghanistan and
ratifying the most stringent additions to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

"Turkey's state policy is always: Play the game within the rules," said Mustafa Kibaroglu, a nuclear
proliferation expert at Bilkent University in Ankara. But "if Iran goes nuclear, then who knows?"

In the past, Kibaroglu saw merit in a domestic nuclear industry for Turkey. In a recent interview,
however, he argued for alternatives, including improvements to the electrical grid, which leaks as much
as a quarter of the power it produces.

"I'm not supporting Turkey's nuclear energy program anymore," he said, "because I'm not clear about
what the real intention is. Let's put it that way."

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google
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Hamas should embrace

peace rog

AGENCIES \«
WASHINGTON, MARCH 8

RUSSIAN Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov has urged the Pales-
tinian militant group Hamas to un-
reservedly accept the international
“roadmap” to West Asia peace.

And he reaffirmed that hamas
leaders had-dufing meetings with
Russian officials in Moscow sent
conciliatory signals about the

roadmap, drawn up by interna-

tional diplomatic “quartet”: the
US, Russia, the EU and the UN.

“We did hear from them that
they would respect the authority
and competencies of President
(Mahmud) Abbas,” the head of
the Palestinian Authority, Lavrov
said at a joint news conference with
US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice yesterday.

“We also heard from them that
they would be ready to express
their position on the roadmap
and to hopefully endorse the

0y e b

€

Sergel Lavrov. Reuters

roadmap-—as drafted by the
quartet—without any reserva-
tions,” he said.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin had caught the othermem-
bers of the “quartet” by surprise
when he invited Hamas leaders to

‘Moscow following the militant

group’s shock victory in January 25
legislative elections. ,

The Moscow meeting last week-
end marked the first time that
Hamas had been received by an in-

dmap Lavrov

ternational power.

Hamas officials described their
visit to Russia as a “breakthrough”
they hoped would help the group—
listed as a terrorist organisation by is-
rael, the US and Europe—establish
international legitimacy.

Meanwhile the World Bank
has announced a US$ 42 million
grant to assist the immediate fi-
nancing needs of the Palestinian
Authority(PA).

The World Bank, which an-
nounced the grant late yesterday,
said the money is meant to divert
“a severe financial crisis” from sus-
pending vital basic needs and ser-
vices to the Palestinian people.

David Craig, World Bank Coun-
try Director for the West Bank and
Gaza, said the money will allow the
PA to maintain stability in the short
term by covering urgent payments
for salaries of civil servants. The
Bank is financing around 12 pro-
jects in the Palestinian territories,
totaling around US$ 154 million.
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JERUSALEM, March 7. —lstael
warned today that it would assassi-

shicling i the polls. In recent days,
officials have beem more
abost their post-elec-

agenda, apparently to stem the
erosion s voter Ewhger

Anothey key campaign issue is
Isxacls pasition on Ramas, which
won the Poalestinion parbiament
clection i Jaouary aad is poised to
fons the mext Palestinian govern-
ment. Hardline candidates have
acomsed Mr Obmert of beimg too
sofi oo Hamas, which is swom to
ksrael's destrection and refuses to

st
Ismail Hamiyeh. No one will be

Palestinians shout anti-sraak sogan during the funerais of lslamic Jihac: members
Munir Sukas and Ashra Shalluf in Gaza City on Tuesday, — AFP

immune.” Haniyeh brushed aside
the warnings. “The contimued esca-
latiom aims to shed more Pales-
timian blood, confuse the situation
and hamper... the formation of the
Palestinian government,” Haniyeh
said during a session of the
Palestinian Parliament in Gaza
City. In the past five years, ksrael
has killed scores of suspected mili-
tamts, along with Palestimian bysta-
nders, in so-called targeted atacks,
usually missile strikes from heli-

copters. Among those killed were
Hamas founder Sheik Ahmed
Yassin and his successor, Abdel
Aziz Rantisi.

Abbas’ power can be stripped

Triggering a major confrontation:
with Fatah party, Hamas-domi-
nated-Palestinian  Legislative
Council has voted to strip
Palestinian Authority chairman
Mahmoud Abbas of certain pow-

(e STATESIAAN

Israel is ues assassmatlon threat

exs prowaded by the Fatah-led pre-
vious governinent through certain

The crisis, the worst since
Hamas scored a landslide victory
m Jamuwary’s gemeral elections,
kicked off following a PLC ses-
sion beld in Ramallah and Gaza
City en Monday, through video
comdgnencing, decided to annul a
mumbeyr of legislation carried out
by the Fatal-led previous govemn-
ment soom afier the parkiamentary
clections. The move evoked a
Mrome  regpOns b
Fatah party with his close aide
Tayeb Abdel Rahim dubbing the
vote as “an attempt to stage a

coup against the Chairman”.

Tle oustedFatahPﬁrtywﬂboy
cott today’s session of the Hamas-
dominated Parliament to protest
the militant group’s overturning
mew powers for Palestinian
Authority chairman Mahmoud
Abbaes, a Fatak official said.

Hamas has 74 seats in the
parliament and Fatah, 45. on
Monday, Hamas nullified powers
the owtgoing Fatah-ruled parlia-
ment gave to Abbas to cancel the
new Parliament’s laws and
appoint Fatak officials to key

positioms. Fatah  lawmakers
respomled by walking out of the
Parliament chamber.

Mr Azzam al-Ahmed, Fatah’s
parhiamentary faction leader,
served notice oz the boycott, and
said the party would file suit
agaimst Hamas in the Palestinian
Supreme Court today.

“Fhey used their majority to
mfringe the law on behalf of their
interests, and we are resorting
now to the judiciary to help us
ptotect the law,” Al-Ahmed said.

“Some people are trying to
thwart the session to make peo-
ple believe that we are not able
to run the sessions, but I tell
them that we are able to do so.”
Mr Zahar said.

.
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amas does not appear to be in any hurry to re-
examine its policy towards Israel. It is more than
a month since this Islamist party won a historic
victory in elections to the Palestinian parlia:
ment. Its spokesmen insist it will not abandon armed resist-
ance so long as the Zionist state continnes to occupy the
territory captured in the 1967 war. From a short-term Ha-
mas perspective, such a reiteration of the hard line makes
sense. With elections to the Knesset scheduled for late
March, it is possible Israelis may choose a Prime Ministe:
who is averse to negotiations. While the incumbent anc
front runner, Ehud Olmert, intends to pursue a policy of
unilateral withdrawal from the occupied territories, his ri-
val, Binyamin Netanyahu, refuses to consider any conces-
sions. The Palestinian Prime Minister-designate, Ismail
Haniya, cannot be faulted for deciding not to show his hanc
until he knows the identity of his main interlocutor. The
question is whether Hamas will soften its stance, if Mr.
Olmert wins and shows a willingness to restart negotiations.
Palestinian Islamists are ideologically opposed to the exist-
ence of the Zionist state. They believe Israel was forced out
of the Gaza Strip because it could not withstand their armed
resistance. These factors might work against Hamas chang-
ing course. On the other hand, Mr. Haniya and associates are
being pressed by the Palestinian Authority President, Mah-
moud Abbas, and by some external actors to give up the
armed struggle, recognise Israel, and endorse the agree-
ments forged during the Oslo processes.

Hamas has offered to observe a permanent truce if Israel
withdraws from the occupied territories, releases Palesti-
nian prisoners, and allows refugees to return. There seems
to be little chance that Israel will withdraw from all parts of
the West Bank or let refugees resettle within its borders.
T'owards the end of the Oslo round of negotiations, the
Palestinians (then led by Fatah) showed some signs of flex-
ibility on these two points. While Hamas is not likely to
come round easily, it should take note of recent opinion
120lls that show that 84 per cent of Palestinians, including 60
‘per cent of its own voters, favour a resumption of negotia-
tions. Further, there will be considerable external pressure
on the government Mr, Haniya will form to pursue a moder-
ate course, Israel has withheld the taxes and customs duties
it is obliged to pass on to the Palestinian Authority. The
United States and the European Union are likely to cut off
aid on the ground that they cannot provide funds to an
administrative entity run by a ‘terrorist’ outfit. It is clearly
unwise to push Hamas into a corner but Israel and its allies
might be hoping that the pre-emptive sanctions will create a
situation in which President Abbas can use his constitu-
tional powers to dismiss the Haniya government. This gam-
ble can be disastrous, especially if it triggers an open clash
between Hamas and Fatah.
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Hamas in Moscow, won't

discuss
VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV -
MOSCOW, MARCH 'i& gﬁ’

HAMAS’ political leader
reaffirmed the organisation’s
hard stance today at the start
of a three-day visit to Russia
aimed at denting the Palestin-
ian militant group’s interna-
tional isolation, saying that its

 refusal to recognise Israel was-
n’tasubject for talks.

“The issue of recognition
(of Israel) is a decided issue,”
said Hamas’ leader Khaled
Mashaal upon arrival in
Moscow. “We don’t intend to
recognise Israel.”

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov was scheduled
to receive Mashaal in what
will be Hamas’ highest-profile
foreign visit. The Hamas del-
egation is set to have talks with
Lavrov’s deputy, Alexander
‘Saltanov, as well as Russian

" lawmakers, and meet Russian

Hamas' political leaders
Mashaal, Marzouk, in
Moscow on Friday. AP

Orthodox Patriarch Alexy I1.
After arriving in Moscow,
Mashaal accused Israel of
blocking the Mideast peace
process and said that Israeli
“occupation” of the Palestin-

in Moscow talks. “No condi-
tions will be put forward dur-
ing our visit to Moscow,” he

T N,
Israel fecoghition

said, “We will listen to Russia’s
position and clarify ours.”
Russia’s special Middle
East envoy, Alexander Kalu-
gin on Thursday said, “We’re
not going to put forward de-
mands. We'll seek to convince
them that now is the time to

take responsible decisions. If -

you come to power and form
a government, you must un-
derstand you are assuming a
great responsibility.” )

Russian analysts were pre-
dicted that the talks being held
on Friday and Saturday would
lead nowhere.

“Hamas won’t listen to
Russia because Moscow has
no real levers of influence
over them,” said Fyodor
Lukyanov, editor of the for-

- eign policy magazine Russia in
ian lands will top the agenda -

Global Affairs. “This isnot the
time of the Soviet Union,
when we had real clout in
the region.” —AP
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Hamas Delegation Visits Moscow for a Crash Course
in Diplomacy

By STEVEN LEE MYERS
and GREG MYRE

MOSCOW, March 3 — Russia greeted the leaders of the militant Palestinian group Hamas on Friday
with a pointed warning that the organization had to recognize Israel and dismantle its militias or face
isolation.

As Hamas officials began a high-profile, three-day visit here, the Russian foreign minister, Sergey V.
Lavrov, said that Moscow would convey to them a position shared by the United States and other
international mediators in the Middle East conflict, as well as "most of the Arab capitals." He said
Hamas, which won control of the Palestinian parliament last month, needed to transform itself into a
legitimate political movement on the model of the Irish Republican Army in Northern Ireland.

"] don't think Hamas would have any serious future if Hamas doesn't change," Mr. Lavrov said in a
briefing for American news organizations shortly before he met the Hamas delegation at the Foreign
Ministry.

Hamas has shown little interest in moderating its positions, which call for the destruction of Israel. After
meeting with Mr. Lavrov, Hamas's political leader, Khaled Meshal, reiterated the group's demands that
Israel leave the territories it occupied in 1967, allow Palestinian refugees to return to their homes,
release Palestinian prisoners and tear down the security barrier it has been building.

"In our opinion, the problem is not in the position of the Palestinian people, but in the occupation,” Mr.
Meshal, who lives in Syria, said in remarks at the airport. "We are for peace in the region, which may
become possible only after the end of the occupation.”

The invitation from President Vladimir V. Putin, announced last month during a visit to Spain, surprised
and angered Israeli and American officials, who had tried to isolate Hamas after its victory in Palestinian
elections. Russia has since sought to reassure its sometime partners that it did not intend to diverge
significantly from international efforts to resolve the conflict.

The Hamas visit had all the trappings of an official one, with the delegation coursing around a snowy
Moscow under heightened security. Mr. Putin was not scheduled to meet with Mr. Meshal or the other
Hamas leaders, but the Palestinians have been offered a tour of the Kremlin on Sunday, as well as
meetings with lawmakers, diplomats, Russia's Muslim leader, Ravil Gainutdin, and the Patriarch of the
Russian Orthodox Church, Aleksy II.

Though Hamas delegations have visited Iran and Turkey since the election, the trip to Moscow is the
first outside the Islamic world. It has given the group, classified by the United States and the European

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/04/international/middleeast/04hamas.html?pagewanted=p... 3/6/2006
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Union as a terrorist organization, an international legitimacy it clearly desires, much to Israel's chagrin.

"The Russian invitation has broken the Israeli and American effort to isolate Hamas," Saleh Bardawil, a
Hamas leader who was elected to the Palestinian parliament, said in an interview in Gaza City. "It is a
political achievement and a victory for the Palestinian people.”

Russia's invitation has strained Moscow's relations with Israel, which had steadily improved since the
collapse of the Soviet Union, a onetime patron of the Palestine Liberation Organization and several Arab
countries.

Only a year ago, Mr. Putin made the first visit by a Kremlin leader to Israel, where he received a red-
carpet welcome. After Mr. Putin invited Hamas leaders to Moscow, Israel's transportation minister, Meir
Sheetrit, called the gesture "a real knife in the back." Since then, Israel has moderated its criticism of
Moscow, evidently reassured by Russian promises to press Hamas to accept Israel's right to exist, to
respect past agreements and, in effect, to disarm.

Mr. Lavrov repeated those demands on Friday, though he cautioned that the process could be lengthy.
"I'll be very frank," he said in the briefing with American reporters, speaking English. "We don't expect
that Hamas will do all this and change themselves overnight. It will be a process — hopefully, not as
long as the process in Great Britain regarding Northern Ireland.”

"But it will be a process," he added, "and I have some precious hope that having become now a
legitimate political factor in the Palestinian and Middle East life, Hamas will reassess its new role, for
which maybe it was not ready when the elections took place."

The Hamas visit underscored a new assertiveness in Russia's foreign policy in the Middle East and
beyond, seemingly at the expense of the United States. At a news conference in January, Mr. Putin
described Hamas's electoral victory as "a very serious blow" to American diplomacy and called for a
collective, multinational effort to promote peace.

The first day of the Hamas delegation's visit appeared to resolve little. "The Israeli state is the aggressor
and the occupier,” Mr. Meshal said in a news conference Friday evening. "The Palestinians are the
victims, so who should recognize whom?"

The Russian Foreign Ministry, however, issued a statement saying that Hamas had agreed to adhere to a
March 2005 cease-fire, provided that Israel refrained from violence.

Israel and the United States seemed resigned to Russia's new role as a mediator. After a meeting on
Russian-Israeli relations on Tuesday, Israel's acting prime minister, Ehud Olmert, said Israel valued
relations with Russia and that "ways must be found to improve them and tighten the understanding."

The statement did not mention the Hamas trip to Moscow. Amnon Sella, a Russian expert at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, said in an interview that Israel would like to see the world united in
isolating Hamas and Iran, but preferred, for now, not to pick a fight with the Kremlin.

"If we had it all our way, then Israel would like a united front, with the whole world leaning on Iran and
Hamas," Mr. Sella said. "But that is not going to happen. So what is the second-best choice?"

Steven Lee Myers reported from Moscow for this article, and Greg Myre from Jerusalem. Rachel
Thorner contributed reporting from Moscow.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/04/international/middleeast/04hamas.html?pagewanted=p... 3/6/2006
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Radical Palestinian Group Must Become Peaceful Party, Foreign Minister Microsoft
Says

By Peter Finn
Washington Post Foreign Service
Saturday, March 4, 2006; A1l

MOSCOW, March 3 -- Russia's foreign minister said Friday that the radical The

Islamic group Hamas has no "serious future” unless it transforms itself into a

peaceful political party and integrates its military wing, which has claimed ANYONE CAN
responsibility for dozens of suicide bombings in Israel, into the legitimate MESS WITH

Palestinian security forces. MY WORK

"This is the message we here in Moscow will be conveying to Hamas and era is over.
hoping that Hamas will be listening,” said the foreign minister, Sergei
Lavrov, before meeting with a delegation from the Palestinian group, which
won parliamentary elections in January.

"We don't expect that Hamas will do all this and change itself overnight,”
said Lavrov, who will visit Washington on Monday. "It will be a process
hopefully not as long as the process in Great Britain regarding Northern
Ireland," where paramilitary groups have been encouraged to disarm and
enter politics.

Russia, the United States, the European Union and the United Nations --
known in the Middle East peacemaking process as the quartet -- have called
on Hamas, formally known as the Islamic Resistance Movement, to
recognize Israel, renounce violence and accept international agreements
previously signed by the Palestinian Authority. ya Microsoft

ue
After a two-hour meeting with the Hamas delegation, Lavrov said that "the . i Offlce
Hamas leaders said they would honor earlier agreements," including the ‘
Arab Peace Initiative and the U.S.-backed peace plan known as the "road
map."

Lavrov noted that these call for recognition of Israel in exchange for resolving issues connected with
Israeli occupation of Palestinian land. He said that Hamas "insisted the moves must be reciprocal.”

Khaled Meshal, head of the Hamas delegation, laid out what his organization defines as reciprocity. "If
Israel officially announces readiness to return to the 1967 borders, to the return of Palestinian refugees,
the destruction of the dividing wall, the release of all arrested Palestinians, our movement will take steps
towards peace," Meshal said, citing steps sharply at odds with Israeli positions.

When he arrived in Moscow, Meshal said the issue of recognition of Israel was a "decided issue. We
don't intend to recognize Israel.”

The invitation to Hamas to visit Moscow, which President Viadimir Putin extended last month, took

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301338 p... 3/16/2006
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some governments by surprise. The United States and European Union have sought to isolate the group
and refuse to talk to its leaders unless it renounces violence.

The Moscow visit also drew criticism in Israel, where commentators noted that Russia was willing to
speak to Hamas but has refused negotiations with separatists in Chechnya. Russia has never labeled
Hamas a terrorist organization.

Putin, however, will not meet with the delegation, apparently in an effort to avoid further damage to
relations with Israel. The Palestinian group will get only a sightseeing tour of the Kremlin, Russian
officials said.

Lavrov rejected suggestions that Russia was trying to wrest control of the diplomatic process in the
Middle East from the United States. "If there is a deficit of leadership to promote the commonly agreed
goals, then we believe we have a responsibility to fill this deficit and to try -- without taking over
anybody's role," he said in the 30-minute interview at the Foreign Ministry.

Lavrov said Russia was motivated by the same spirit of international cooperation that it has shown in its
negotiations with Iran over that country's nuclear program. Russia has offered to enrich uranium on its
own soil for Iran's nuclear power plants, so as to guarantee that the country could not use the fuel to
develop nuclear weapons.

Russia did not make this offer "for the sake of propaganda,” Lavrov said, "because before this was
announced we had very quiet, very professional consultations" with the European Union, United States
and the United Nations' International Atomic Energy Agency. Russia acted "only after everyone said,
'This is a brilliant idea. Why don't you try it?" "

The energy agency board plans to meet at its Vienna headquarters Monday to discuss Iran. Iranian
negotiators met again with officials from Britain, France and Germany in Vienna on Friday, but E.U.
officials said there was no breakthrough on a deal to allay foreign concerns that Iran is trying to build
nuclear weapons.

Lavrov said he had not given up on reaching a deal before the meeting. "I would not yet state that time is
running out," said Lavrov, a former ambassador to the United Nations. "Let's give them a chance. The
work continues."

If Iran fails to agree to a compromise by Monday, particularly a return to a moratorium on enriching
uranium, the matter could switch to the U.N. Security Council, which has the power to impose
sanctions. Lavrov, however, made it clear that he wants to keep the issue away from the Security
Council and resolve it through the IAEA. He said the U.N. agency is the best mechanism to monitor
Iran's activities and reach a compromise.

"If the issue is sent to the Security Council, we are concerned that this would lead to an escalation of the
situation," the minister said. "If it is in the Security Council -- I know how the Security Council works --
you start with a soft reminder, then you call upon them, then you require, then you demand, then you
threaten. It will become a self-propelling function while we haven't yet received answers from our
partners on what would be the actual strategy in the Security Council."

He called military action unacceptable, "both for the Iranian situation but also in the context of what is
going on the region. And I'm saying this not to send any messages to Iran so they should not be afraid of
the use of force. . . . I want to emphasize the need for all those involved to develop a strategy to prevent
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Russia Ties Hamas's Prospects to
Change

Radical Palestinian Group Must Become Peaceful
Party, Foreign Minister Says

By Peter Finn
Washington Post Foreign Service
Saturday, March 4, 2006; A1l

MOSCOW, March 3 -- Russia's foreign minister said
Friday that the radical Islamic group Hamas has no
"serious future" unless it transforms itself into a
peaceful political party and integrates its military
wing, which has claimed responsibility for dozens of
suicide bombings in Israel, into the legitimate
Palestinian security forces.

"This is the message we here in Moscow will be conveying to Hamas and hoping that Hamas will be
listening," said the foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, before meeting with a delegation from the
Palestinian group, which won parliamentary elections in January.

"We don't expect that Hamas will do all this and change itself overnight," said Lavrov, who will visit
Washington on Monday. "It will be a process hopefully not as long as the process in Great Britain
regarding Northern Ireland," where paramilitary groups have been encouraged to disarm and enter
politics.

Russia, the United States, the European Union and the United Nations -- known in the Middle East
peacemaking process as the quartet -- have called on Hamas, formally known as the Islamic Resistance
Movement, to recognize Israel, renounce violence and accept international agreements previously signed
by the Palestinian Authority.

After a two-hour meeting with the Hamas delegation, Lavrov said that "the Hamas leaders said they
would honor earlier agreements," including the Arab Peace Initiative and the U.S.-backed peace plan
known as the "road map."

Lavrov noted that these call for recognition of Israel in exchange for resolving issues connected with
Israeli occupation of Palestinian land. He said that Hamas "insisted the moves must be reciprocal."

Khaled Meshal, head of the Hamas delegation, laid out what his organization defines as reciprocity. "If
Israel officially announces readiness to return to the 1967 borders, to the return of Palestinian refugees,
the destruction of the dividing wall, the release of all arrested Palestinians, our movement will take steps
towards peace," Meshal said, citing steps sharply at odds with Israeli positions.

When he arrived in Moscow, Meshal said the issue of recognition of Israel was a "decided issue. We
don't intend to recognize Israel."

The invitation to Hamas to visit Moscow, which President Vladimir Putin extended last month, took
some governments by surprise. The United States and European Union have sought to isolate the group
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and refuse to talk to its leaders unless it renounces violence.

The Moscow visit also drew criticism in Israel, where commentators noted that Russia was willing to
speak to Hamas but has refused negotiations with separatists in Chechnya. Russia has never labeled
Hamas a terrorist organization.

Putin, however, will not meet with the delegation, apparently in an effort to avoid further damage to
relations with Israel. The Palestinian group will get only a sightseeing tour of the Kremlin, Russian
officials said.

Lavrov rejected suggestions that Russia was trying to wrest control of the diplomatic process in the
Middle East from the United States. "If there is a deficit of leadership to promote the commonly agreed
goals, then we believe we have a responsibility to fill this deficit and to try -- without taking over
anybody's role," he said in the 30-minute interview at the Foreign Ministry.

Lavrov said Russia was motivated by the same spirit of international cooperation that it has shown in its
negotiations with [ran over that country’s nuclear program. Russia has offered to enrich uranium on its
own soil for Iran's nuclear power plants, so as to guarantee that the country could not use the fuel to
develop nuclear weapons.

Russia did not make this offer "for the sake of propaganda,” Lavrov said, "because before this was
announced we had very quiet, very professional consultations" with the European Union, United States
and the United Nations' International Atomic Energy Agency. Russia acted "only after everyone said,
'This is a brilliant idea. Why don't you try it?" "

The energy agency board plans to meet at its Vienna headquarters Monday to discuss Iran. Iranian
negotiators met again with officials from Britain, France and Germany in Vienna on Friday, but E.U.
officials said there was no breakthrough on a deal to allay foreign concerns that Iran is trying to build
nuclear weapons.

Lavrov said he had not given up on reaching a deal before the meeting. "I would not yet state that time is
running out," said Lavrov, a former ambassador to the United Nations. "Let's give them a chance. The
work continues."

If Iran fails to agree to a compromise by Monday, particularly a return to a moratorium on enriching
uranium, the matter could switch to the U.N. Security Council, which has the power to impose
sanctions. Lavrov, however, made it clear that he wants to keep the issue away from the Security
Council and resolve it through the IAEA. He said the U.N. agency is the best mechanism to monitor
Iran's activities and reach a compromise.

"If the issue is sent to the Security Council, we are concerned that this would lead to an escalation of the
situation," the minister said. "If it is in the Security Council -- I know how the Security Council works --
you start with a soft reminder, then you call upon them, then you require, then you demand, then you
threaten. It will become a self-propelling function while we haven't yet received answers from our
partners on what would be the actual strategy in the Security Council."

He called military action unacceptable, "both for the Iranian situation but also in the context of what is
going on the region. And I'm saying this not to send any messages to Iran so they should not be afraid of
the use of force. . . . I want to emphasize the need for all those involved to develop a strategy to prevent
proliferation of nuclear weapons."
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t's not even spring yet, but a long-frozen political ARTICLE TOOLS
order seems to be cracking all over the Middle East.
Cautious hopes for something new and better are stirring %
along the Tigris and the Nile, the elegant boulevards of
Beirut, and the sand-swept towns of the Gaza Strip. It is
far too soon for any certainties about ultimate outcomes.
In Iraq, a brutal insurgency still competes for headlines
with post-election democratic maneuvering. Yesterday a
suicide bomber plowed into a line of Iraqi police and READERS' OPINIONS
Army recruits, killing at least 122 people - the largest
death toll in a single attack since Saddam Hussein's
government fell to an American invasion force nearly
two years ago. And the Palestinian terrorists who blew
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up a Tel Aviv nightclub last Friday underscored the Most E-Mailed
continuing fragility of what has now been almost two 1

months of steady political and diplomatic progress

between Israelis and Palestinians. 5

Still, this has so far been a year of heartening surprises - 3.

each one remarkable in itself, and taken together truly
astonishing. The Bush administration is entitled to claim 4
a healthy share of the credit for many of these advances.
It boldly proclaimed the cause of Middle East

democracy at a time when few in the West thought it had
any realistic chance. And for all the negative
consequences that flowed from the American invasion of
Iraq, there could have been no democratic elections there
this January if Saddam Hussein had still been in power.
Washington's challenge now lies in finding ways to nurture and encourage these still
fragile trends without smothering them in a triumphalist embrace.

Lebanon's political reawakening took a significant new turn yesterday when popular
protests brought down the pro-Syrian government of Prime Minister Omar Karami.
Syria's occupation of Lebanon, nearly three decades long, started tottering after the
Feb. 14 assassination of the country's leading independent politician, the former prime
minister Rafik Hariri.
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If Damascus had a hand in this murder, as many Lebanese suspect, it had a boomerang
effect on Lebanon's politics. Instead of intimidating critics of Syria's dominant role, it
inflamed them. To stem the growing backlash over the Hariri murder, last week Syria
announced its intentions to pull back its occupation forces to a region near the border -
although without offering any firm timetable. Yesterday, with protests continuing, the
pro-Syrian cabinet resigned. Washington, in an unusual alliance with France, continues
to press for full compliance with the Security Council's demand for an early and
complete Syrian withdrawal. That needs to happen promptly. Once Syria is gone,
Hezbollah, which has engaged in international terrorism under Syrian protection, must
either confine itself to peaceful political activity or be shut down.

Last weekend's surprise announcement of plans to hold at least nominally competitive
presidential elections in Egypt could prove even more historic, although many of the
specific details seem likely to be disappointing. Egypt is the Arab world's most
populous country and one of its most politically influential. In more than five
millenniums of recorded history, it has never seen a truly free and competitive election.

To be realistic, Egypt isn't likely to see one this year either. For all his talk of opening
up the process, President Hosni Mubarak, 76, is likely to make sure that no threatening
candidates emerge to deny him a fifth six-year term. But after seeing more than eight
million Iraqis choose their leaders in January, Egypt's voters, and its increasingly
courageous opposition movement, will no longer retreat into sullen hopelessness so
readily. The Bush administration has helped foster that feeling of hope for a democratic
future by keeping the pressure on Mr. Mubarak. But the real heroes are on-the-ground
patriots like Ayman Nour, who founded a new party aptly named Tomorrow last
October and 1s now in jail. If Mr. Mubarak truly wants more open politics, he should
free Mr. Nour promptly.

It 1s similarly encouraging that the terrorists who attacked a Tel Aviv nightclub on
Friday, killing five Israelis, have not yet managed to completely scuttle the new peace
dynamic between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Israel contends that those
terrorists were sponsored by Syria, but its soldiers reported discovering an explosives-
filled car in the West Bank yesterday. The good news is that the leaders on both sides
did not instantly retreat to familiar corners in angry rejectionism. Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and the new Palestinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas, have proved they can work
together to thwart terrorism and deny terrorists an instant veto over progress toward a
negotiated peace.

Over the past two decades, as democracies replaced police states across Central and
Eastern Europe and Latin America, and a new economic dynamism lifted hundreds of
millions of eastern and southern Asia out of poverty and into the middle class, the
Middle East stagnated in a perverse time warp that reduced its brightest people to
hopelessness or barely contained rage. The wonder is less that a new political
restlessness is finally visible, but that it took so long to break through the ice.

RELATED ARTICLES TIMES NEWS '
Topics
(July 29, 2004)
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Hamas Seems Undeterred by Threat to Cut Aid

By JOEL BRINKLEY

WASHINGTON, March 3 — Six weeks after Hamas's surprising win in the Palestinian parliamentary
elections, American and European officials say they are beginning to give up hope that the threat to cut
off financial support will prompt the group to moderate its positions, leaving the West with a nearly
impossible dilemma as it decides how to respond.

"What to do is not so simple, and we are not even close to having a solid response yet," said Marc Otte,
the special European Union representative to the Middle East.

In Moscow on Friday, Khaled Meshal, the Hamas leader, once again said Hamas had no interest in
recognizing Israel, and would maintain the informal cease-fire that has been in place for the last year
only if Israel refrained from violence.

Asked Friday about the hope, stated often by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, that Hamas would
back down from its hard-line stance in the face of the threat of economic insolvency, a senior
administration official said, "You never know, but I don't see any indication that it's going to happen."
The official requested anonymity under government rules.

Mr. Otte, in a talk here at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, did not even mention the
possibility that Hamas would renounce its charter and take a more moderate stance. He is in town for
meetings on Capitol Hill and with Bush administration officials, and he left the impression that for the
Europeans particularly, the choices are bleak. Mr. Otte and others noted that a cutoff of aid to the
Palestinian government would present the United States and Europe with difficult questions.

For example, will the Palestinian Central Elections Commission, with its financing cut off, be able to
organize the next election, so that Hamas does not remain in power unchallenged? Will the United
States and Europe be held responsible for the probable closure of Palestinian schools, once the money to
pay the teachers and administrators is taken away?

Patrick Clawson, deputy director of the Washington Institute, noting that the United States and Europe,
the main financiers for the Palestinian Authority, have both said they will continue providing
humanitarian aid, predicted that the definition of such aid would be revised. Paying teachers, he said,
will "be considered humanitarian aid."

But Mr. Otte disagreed. "It's not so simple to define," he said, because the European legal definition
restricts it to "funding for an emergency, like a natural disaster." If aid in various forms is to be provided
directly to the Palestinian people, he added, Europe has no structure in place to administer that aside
from the Palestinian Authority. "To reconfigure this is going to take time."

Mr. Otte also repeated a concern of both European and American officials. "What happens when one

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/04/politics/04diplo.html?pagewanted=print 3/6/2006
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stops paying salaries to 70,000 security personnel who are there with guns and no one to report to?" he
- asked.

Europe provides the largest portion of direct aid to the Palestinians; $600 million was promised last
year. Most American aid is either humanitarian or for development projects. The Europeans have not
threatened to cut off aid, only to reassess it once the Hamas government takes office. But the United
States position is firm. Officials say United States law does not allow the government to provide aid to a
terrorist group.

"We have not, do not and will not provide assistance to Hamas, in government or out of government," C.
David Welch, assistant secretary of state for Near East affairs, told Congress on Thursday. He noted that
the Palestinian government had largely complied with the American demand that $50 million in
development aid recently disbursed to the Palestinian Authority be returned.

Some Bush administration officials worry that Europe's open discussion of its misgivings about cutting
off aid is giving comfort to Hamas, leading its leaders to hope that some of the financing might
continue. "There is the view that the lack of clarity is giving Hamas room to maneuver that we'd rather
not let them have," the senior official said.

But Mr. Otte had a warning for the United States, where some officials have said they hope a cutoff of
aid will result in the collapse of the Hamas government. "Be careful about making assumptions," he
said. "We made assumptions about the Palestinian elections" that proved to be wrong. No one predicted
that Hamas would win. "The quick collapse of the Hamas government, we don't know what
consequences it would have."

Copyright 2006The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections l XML l Help | Cont
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US, Israel ‘plot Hamas
- ouster, Fatah's return’ ,

Plan To Isolate Palestinian Authority, Freeze Funding

f
By Steve Erlanger \g\

Jerusalem: The United
States and Israel are dis-
cussing ways to destabilise
the Palestinian government
so that newly elected Hamas
officials will fail and elec-
tions will be called again, ac-
cording to Israeli officials
and Western diplomats.

The intention is to starve
the Palestinian Authority of
money and international
connections to the point
where, some months from
now, its President, Mahmoud
Abbas, is compelled to call a
new election. The hope is
that Palestinians will be so
unhappy with life under
Hamas that they will return
to office a reformed and
chastened Fatah movement.

The officials and diplo-
mats, who said this approach
was being discussed at the
highest levels of the US state
department and the Israeli
government, spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. They say
Hamas will be given a choice:
recognise Israel’s right to ex-
ist, forswear violence and ac-
cept previous Palestinian-Is-
raeli agreements as called
for by the United Nations
and the West, or face isola-
tion and collapse.

“The point is to put this
choice on Hamas’s shoul-
ders,” a senior Western
diplomat said. “If they make
the wrong choice, all the op-
tions lead in a bad direc-
tion.”

The strategy has many
risks, especially given that
Hamas will try to secure sup-
port from the larger Islamic
world, including Syria, Iran
and private donors. It will

<~ INNK
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A Palestinian youth hurls a stone at Israeli soldiers during
recent clashes in the West Bank

blame Israel and the US for
its troubles, appeal to the
world not to punish Pales-
tinians for their democratic
choice, point to hardship
that a lack of cash will pro-
duce and may alsoresorttoa
military confrontation with
Israel.

The destabilisation plan

centres largely on money.
The Palestinian Authority
has a monthly cash deficit of
some $60 million to $70 mil-
lion after it receives between
$50 million and $55 million a
month from Israel in taxes
and customs duties collected
by Israel at the borders but
owed to the Palestinians.

Israel says it will cut off
those payments once Hamas
takes power. Also, some aid
the Palestinians receive will
be stopped or reduced by
western governments as
Hamas is listed as a terrorist
organisation. Israel also con-
trols entrance and exit from
the West Bank and Gaza
Strip for people and goods,
and the currency used in
Palestinian territories, the
Israeli shekel.

Acting Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert has an-
nounced that Israel would
consider Hamas to be in
power the day the new par-
liament is sworn in: Satur-
day. So beginning next
month, the Palestinian Au-
thority will face a deficit of
at least $110 million a month,
which it needs to pay
salaries to 140,000 employ-
ees, breadwinners for a third
of Palestinians. The employ-
ment figure includes some
58,000 members of the secu-
rity forces, most of which
are affiliated with the defeat-
ed Fatah movement.

If a Hamas government is
unable to pay workers, im-
port goods, transfer money
and receive significant
amounts of outside aid, Mr.
Abbas, the president, would
have the authority to dissolve
pariiament and call new elec-
tions, the officials say, even
though that power is not ex-
plicit in the Palestinian basic
law. The potential for an eco-
nomic crisis is real. The
Palestinian stock market has
already fallen about 20%
since the election and the Au-
thority has exhausted its bor-
rowing capacity with local
banks. NYT News Service .




Reintroducing Hamas™'

" very difficult if 1t trled &o @vern

THERE COULD be more to Russia’s in-
vitation to leaders of the Palestinian
militant group Hamas to Moscow than
meets the eye. Russian President
Vladimir Putin announced plans to ask
the winners of last month’s Palestin-
ian polls over to Moscow for parleys.
And now France has indicated its will-
ingness to follow suit. On one hand,
this will cause concern and consterna-
tion in Israel and elsewhere — which is
undaa:standable, given Hamas’s creden-
tlal&:ﬁs a militant group that routinely
uses terrorism and violence as politi-
cal.topls;, Besides, its charter is still
A¥ed.to the destruction of Israel.
ther hand, this may encourage
more Western capitals to opt for talks
w1th a group that the US and the EU
have-brdhded a terrorist outfit.

Afiet all, Hamas did win a democratic
elet?hon taking 76 out of the 132 seats in
the’ }imdmark poll and defeating Pales-

tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas’s ruling.
on. It is likely that the group .

Faﬁh gagt;

wotll&.goin for an alliance with other
partié§ so'form a government, if only for
the simple reason that interaction with
the international community would be

va

one,
Senior leaders of its pelitical wing now
openly speak of reciprocating any Israeli
steps towards peace, suggesting a tacit
acceptance of the two-State solution at
some point. Hamas leaders also appear

- keen to put the onus on the international

community, which indicates a willing-
ness to accept international mediation.
While no State would seriously consider
dealing with terrorist groups that deny
Israel’s right to exist, it would be.differ-
ent with a Palestinian Authority that re-
mains committed to these positions, éven
if it draws parliamentary support from
members who won on Hamas tickets.
History shows that responsibilities
attached to democratic politics often
tame militant ideologies. In fact, by

participating in the electoral progess, -

Hamas has left for itself the Hobson's
choice of moderating its ideology. Far
that’s the only way it can prevail over
voters ‘in any large number. Hamas
risks being marginalised if it fails to
deliver practical results as it addresses
a wide range of constituencies. The
new line of thinking in Moscow and
Paris probably draws from all thiS/
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Israel, Hamas not for compromise

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: Israel and the@stinian

Islamic group, Hamas, have aired
their deep differences on ways to
settle  their conflict revolving
around the status of the West
Bank and East Jerusalem as well
as the right of war-displaced Pal-
estinian refugees to return to their
homeland.

In a television interview, Is-
rael’s acting Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert said Israel would not with-
draw from three major Israeli set-
tlement blocs in the West Bank,
but would be ready to pull out of
other areas where most of the Pal-
estinians reside.

“United Jerusalem”

Mr. Olmert’s offer, which he
wanted to implement if his Kadi-
ma party won parliamentary elec-
tions, scheduled for March,
excluded the key settlements of
Ariel, Gush Etzion and Maaleh
Adumim, where an estimated 75
per cent of Israeli West Bank set-
tlers resided.

The Ariel bloc was deepest in-
side the West Bank, and extended
to about 17 km,

The other two were suburbs of
Jerusalem city. Mr. Oimert also
said “united Jerusalem” would be
retained, implying that the city’s
eastern sector, which Palestinians
claim as a future capital, would not
be given up.

Rejecting the unilateral Israeli
plan, the Hamas leader, Khaled
Meshaal, said that Israel must
conform to borders as they existed
before it occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories in the Arab-Israeli 1967
war,

In return, Hamas could offer a
“long-term truce”, to allow nego-
tiations, mediated by the interna-
tional community, that would

¥

! Anniversary of Israeli-Palestiniir ceac;eﬁre

One year ago, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon hd

Mahmoud Abbas agreed a ceasefire after more ou
intifada. For the fragiie peace to continue, israel May now have to talk

with the Islamic militia Hamas ~ the victor in recent Palestinian elections

PALESTINIANS KILLED

ptinien leader
years of bioody

A
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1 Juf 12, Netanya: Palestinian suicide bomioer
kills five persons near Sharon shopping mall ’

I3 Aug 24, Tulkarem: Israel kills five Pafesstinians
~ alleged militants linked to suicide bombi ngs

result in a political settlem ent of
the conflict.

“Truce would be long-te:rm but
limited, because there’s a Palesti-
nian reality the internaticnal com-
munity must deal with. 'There are
those kicked out of the:ir land in
1948, the international. communi-
ty must find a soluticn for those
people.”

Despite enormous. internation-
al pressure includin' g the threat of
aid cut-off after it won the Pal-
estinian parliameratary elections
on January 25, the : Hamas has not
shifted its stance of not recognis-
ing the state of "israel. Mr. Mesh-

T Oct 27, Gaza: Eight Palestinians.. Including two
members of Isfamic Jihad - killed in IAF air strike

aal, who is based in the Syriar
capital Damascus, but is currently
in Cairo as part of a Hamas dele-
gation, said his organisation was
ready to take a “serious step” but
only when Israel recognised the
right of Palestinian
self-determination,

Hamas leaders have already be-
gun to reject Mr, Olmert’s obser-
vations. Sheikh Yasser Mansour, a
senior Hamas figure, was quoted
as saying, “If he (Mr, Olmert)
wants to find a solution (to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict) he
must. accept less than what he
wants,”



There is a tension in the Islamic world betWeen;j}xéfde%ire for
democracy and a respect for liberty. How can the West tap it? -

ow Hamas got its.

GEORGE W. BUSH is
not a man for second tho-
ughts, but even he might
have had some recently.
Ever since 9/11, Bush has
made the promotion of
democracy in the Middle
East the centrepiece of his

S foreign policy, and dog-
gedly pushed the issue. Over the last few

_ZAKARIA

months, however, this approach hasborne

strange fruit, culminating in Hamas’s vic-
toryin Gaza and the West Bank.

Before that,- we have watched it
strengthen Hizbullah in Lebanon, which
(like Hamas) is,often described in the
West a8,a terrorist organisation. In Iraq,
the poticy has brought into office conserv-
ative religious parties with their own pri-
vate militias. In Egypt, it has bolstered the
Muslim Brotherhood, one of the oldest
fundamentalist organisations in the Arab
world, from which Al Qaeda descends.
“Democracies replace resentment with
hope, respect the rights of their citizens
and their neighbors,-and join the fight
against terror,” Bush said last week in his
State of the Union address. But is this true
of th€ people coming to power in the
Arabworld today? ..

There is a tension in the Islamic world
between the desire for democracy and a
respect for liberty. (It is a tension that once
raged in the West and still exists in pock-
ets today.) This is most apparent in the op-
going fury over the publication of cartoons
of the Prophet Mthammad in a small
Danish newspaper. The cartoons were of-
fensive and needlessly provocative. Had
the paper published racist caricatures of
- other peoples or religions, it would also
have been roundly condemned and per-
haps boycotted. But the cartoonist and ed-
itors would not have feared for their lives. It
is the violence of the response in some
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A Hamas rally: if you stifie moderate dissent, guess who reaps the discontent?

" ing radicals with fresh ammunition. This

is not, however, a wholly convincing case.
For one thing, opposition to the Iraq War is
not a radical phenomenon in the Middle
East, but rather an utterly mainstream
one. Almost every government opposed
it. Moreover, the rise and fall of Islamic
fundamentalism was a broad and deep
phenomenoi,; born over decades. It could
hardly reverse itself on the basis of ayear’s
news. Does anyone believe that if there
had been no Iraq war, Hamas would have
lost? Or that the Danish cartoons would
have been published with no response?

* The political Islamist movement has

Islamic fundamentalism was supposed to be on the
wane. Five years ago the best scholars of the phenomenon
were writing books with titles like “The Failure of Political

Islam’. And yet one sees political Islam on the march
across the Middle East today. Were we all wrong? Has
Islamic fundamentalism gotten a second wind?

parts of the Muslim world that suggests a
rejection of the ideas of tolerance and free-
dom of expression that are at the heart of
modern Western societies.

Why are all these strains rising now? Is-
lamic fundamentalism was supposed to
be on the wane. Five years ago the best
scholars of the phenomenon were writing
bookswith titles like The Failure of Political
Islam. Observers pointed to the exhaus-
tion of the Iranian revolution, the ebbing
of support for radical groups from Algeria
to Egypt to Saudi Arabia. And yet one
sees political Islam on the march across
the Middle East today. Were we all
wrong? Has Islamic fundamentalism got-
ten a second wind?

There are those who argue that the coll-
apse of the Arab-Israeli peace process, the
war on terror, and the bloodshed in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq have all contributed to
the idea that Islam is under siege —provid-

changed over the last 15 years. Through
much of the 1980s and 1990s, Islamic fun-
damentalists had revolutionary’ aims.
They sought the violent overthrow of
Western-allied regimes to have themre-
placed with Islamic states. This desire for
Islamic states and not Western-style
democracies was at the core of their mes-
sage. Often transnational in their objec-
tives, they spoke in global terms. But it
turned out that the appeal of this ideol-
ogywas limited. People in Algeria, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia and countless other places
rejected it; in fact, they grudgingly ac-
cepted the dictatorships they lived under
rather than support violent extremism. In
this sense, political Istam did fait.

But aver time, many of the Islamists
recognised this reality and began changing
their programme. They came to realise
that shorn of violent overthrow, revolu-
tion and social chaos, their ideas could ac-

tually gain considerable popular support.
So they reinvented themselves, empha-

sising not revolutionary overthrow but

peaceful change, not transnational ideol-
ogy but national reform. They were sfill
protesting the dictators, but now they or-

ganised demonstrations in favor of’

democracy and honest politics.
There were extremist eclements, of
course, still holding true to the cause of

the caliphate, and they broke off to cre- -

ate separate groups like Al Qaeda. (Some

* of this radicalism remains within the di-

aspora communities of Europe more
strongly than in the Middle East itself.)
But it is notable that well before 9/11,
Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood con-
demned terrorism directed against the
Mubarak regime, and it recently dis-
tanced itself even from the tactics of the
Iragi insurgency. It has sought instead to
build support for its own social and politi-
cal programme in Egypt. For its part, not

‘only did Hamas-decide to participate in

the elections — for the first time — but it
campaigned almost entirely on a platform
of anti-corruption, social services and as-
sertive nationalism. Only Al Qaeda and

its ilk have condemned any participation
in elections, whether by Iraqi Islamist
groups or by Hamas.

HIS coming to terms with democracy,

however, should not be mistaken fora
coming to terms with Western values such
asliberalism, tolerance and freedom. The
programme that most of these groups es-
pouse is deeply illiberal, involving the re-
versal of women’s rights, second-class citi-
zenship for minorities and confrontation
with the West and Israel. The most dra-
matic example of these trends is in south-
ern Iraq, where Shiite religious parties rule
without any checks. Reports abound that
civil servants and professors are subjected
to religious and political tests, women are
placed under strictures never before en-
forced in Iraq, and all kinds of harmless
entertainment are being silenced by vigi-
lantes. When entering the office of Iraq’s

prime minister, Ibrahim Jaafari, one now
seeswomen swaddled in veils and gloves, a
leve) of zeal rarely seen elsewhere in the
Muslim world.

Some of' these fofces have gained
strength because of a lack of other alterna-
tives. For decades the Middle East has
been a political desertsIn Iraq, the reason
that there are no countervailing liberal
parties is that Saddam Hussein destroyed
them. He could not completely crush
mosgue-based groups and, by the end of
his reign, he actually used them to shore
up his own legitimacy. In much of the
Muslim world Islam became the language
of political opposition because it was the
only language that could not be censored.
This pattern, of dictators using religious
groups ta destroy the secular opposition,
played itself out in virtually every Arab
country, and often beyond. It was the
method by which Pakistan’s General Zia

. ul-Haq maintained his own dictatorship

in the 1980s, creating a far stronger fun-
damentalist movement than that country
had everknown., .

The broader reason for the rise of Is-
lamic politics has been the failure of secu-

lar politics. Secularism exists in the Middle
East. It is embodied by Saddam Hussein
and Muammar Kaddafi and Hosni
Mubarak and Yasser Arafat. Arabs be-

. lieve that they have tried Western-style

politics and it has brought them tyranny
and staghation. They feel that they got a
bastardised version of the4Vest and that
perhaps the West was not t#e right model
for them anyway. Islamijc fundamental-
ism plays deeply to these feelings. It
evokes authenticity, pride, cultural as-
sertiveness and defiance. These ideas
have been powerful sources of national
identity throughout history and remain
50, especially in an age of globalised eco-
nomics and American power. In face of
the powerlessness, alienationand confu-
sion that the modern world breeds, these
groups say simply, “Islam is the solution.”

Inevitably we have to ask ourselves what
to do about these movements that are ris-
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ing to power. The first task is surely to un-
derstand them — understand that they
thrive on pride and a search for authentic-
ity. These forces play themselves out in
complex ways. It is abvious by now that the
US — and Europe as well — understand
countries like Iraq and Iran very little. In
Iraq, the United States overturned old so-
cial structures and governing patterns with
little thought as to what would replace
them. We believed that democracy and
freedomwould solve the problems of disor-
der, division and dysfunction.

R CONSIDER Iran. Many Americ-

ans had become convinced that the
vast majority of Iranians hated their regime
andwere trying desperately to overthrowit;
allwe needed to dowas help them foment
a revolution. There’s little doubt that the
regime is brutal and unpopular. But it also
appears to have some basis of support, in
mosques, patronage systems and poorer
parts of the country. And those who donot

. support it are not automatically Western

liberals. After all, there was an election in
Iran and, despite low turnout, the eventual
vote was free and secret. (Back when the
winner of Iranian elections was a liberal, -
Mohammed Khatami, people often cited
the vote as proof that the fundamentalists-
were failing.) Five candidates took part in
the most recent race. The pro-Western lib-
eral came in fifth; the conservative West-
basher came in first, :
My own guess, and it is just a guess, is
that some Iranians — ngt a majority, but
not a tiny minority, either — accept their
curtent regime. This is partly because of its
ideology and patronage politics, and
partly because of general inertia. (We
have only to look at Iraq to see that Shi-
ite religious figures do have some holdon
their populations.) Add to this an appa-
ratus of repression and $60-a-barrel oil

BANK

their appeal. If politics is more open,
these groups may or may not moderate
themselves, but they will surely lose some
of that mystical allure they now have. The
martyrs will become mayors, which is
quite a fall in status.

But to accept these forces is not to cele-
brate them. It is important that religious
intolerance and antimodern attitudes not
be treated as cultural variations that must
be respected. Whether it is Hindu intoler-
ance in India, anti-Semitism in Europe or
Muslim bigotry in Saudi Arabia, the mod-
emworld rightly condemns them all as vio-
lating universal values. Recent months
‘have only highlighted that promoting
democracy and promoting liberty in the
Middle East are separate projects. Both
have their place. But the latter — promot-
ing the forces of political, economic and
social liberty — is the more difficult and
more important task. And unless we suc-
ceed at it, we will achieve a series of nasty
democratic outcomes, aswe are beginning
toin so many of these places.

HIS fight is not one the fundamental-

ists are destined towin. The forces of
liberatism have been stymied in the Mid-
dle.East for decades. They need help. Re-
call that in Europe for much of the last
100 years, when liberal democrats were
not given assistance, nationalists and
communists often triumphed through the
democratic processes.

Above all, the forces of moderation thri-
ve in an atmosphere of success. Two Mus-
lim societies in which there is little extrem-
ism are Turkey and Malaysia. Both are
open politically and thriving cconomically.
Compare Pakistan today — growing at 8
per cent ayear —with General Zia’s coun-
try, and you can see why, for all the noise,
fundamentalism there is waning. If youn are
comfortable with the modern world, you

The forces of moderation thrive in an atmosphere
of success. Compare Pakistan today — growing at
8 per cent a year — with General Zia’s country, and you
can see why, for all the noise, fundamentalism there is
waning. If you are comfortable with the modern world, -

and you have a regime that has many ways
to stay in power. President Ahmadinejad
understands these forces. He emphasises
in his daily television appearances not Is-
lamic dogma but poverty alleviation, sub-
sidies, anti-corruption projects and, above
all, nationalism in the form of the nuclear
programme. Ahmadinejad may be a mys-
tic, but most of his actions are those of a
populist, using the forces that will work to
keep him in power. This picture of Iran,
gray and complex, is much fess satisfying
than the black-and-white caricature. But it
might be closer to the truth.

Elections have not created political Is-
lam in the Middle East. They have codi-
fied a reality that existed anyway, Hamas
was already a major player to be reckoned
with in Gaza. The Mustim Brotherhood
is popular in Egypt, whether or not Hosni
Mubarak holds real elections. In fact, the
more they are suppressed, the greater

you are less likely to want to blow it up

are less likely to want to blow it up.

There are better and worse ways to
handie radical Islam. We should not feed
the fury that helps them win adherents,

Give Bush his due. He has correctly
and powerfully argued that blind assis-
tance to the dictatorships of the Middle
East was a policy that was producing re-
pression and instability. But he has not yet
found a way to genuinely assist in the pro-
motion of political, economic and social
reforms in the region. A large part of the
problem is that the US — and the Westin
general — are not seen as genuine well-
wishers and allies of the peoples of these
countries in their aspirations for a better
life. We have stopped partnering with re-
pressive Middle Eastern regimes, but we
have not yet managed to forge a real part-
nership with Middle Eastern societies.

f



Russia to urge Hamas

¥to recognise

REUTERS 5 Y.
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GAZA,FEBRUARY 16 \/

ALESTINIAN Is-
lamic militant group
Hamas has received
an official invitation for talks
in Russia, a leader of a fac-
tion said in the Gaza Strip
on Thursday.
Khalil Abu Laila said the in-
vitation was sent to Hamas
politburo Chief Khaled Me-
shaal, who live in exile and

that a date for the visit would

be agreed later.

Hamas had already said it
would accept Moscow’s invi-
tation, which has upset Israel
and the US by challenging
their campaign to isolate the
group unless it recognises the
Jewish state’s right to exist.

The Russian initiative has
seemed to open a crack in the
Quartet of Middle East medi-
ators—including the UN, EU
and Washington,

But Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said on
Wednesday that Moscow
agreed that Hamas must
commit -to seeking peace
with Israel to win interna-
tional acceptance.

“We will work toward
Hamas accepting the Quar-

e rn )ﬂﬂ6

P

Khalll Abu Lalla

tet’s positions. This is not just
the Quartet’s opinion but also
that of the majority of nations,
including Arab nations,” he
said after talks with EU leaders
in Vienna.

No transit for Hamas PM

the West Bank, a senior
said today

» Yo LR e g
Fed [N

V7 US Hoiise

Israel

votes to halt
Palestine aid

D WASHINGTON: The-
House of Representatives
voted to withhold direct US
foreign aid from the Palestin-
ian Authority unless Hamas
revokes its call for the de-
struction of Israel. The House

- approved the measure by 418
to one on Wednesday. The
Senate isyet to vote.

The House measure states
that “no US assistance should
be provided directly to the
Palestiriian Authority if any
representative political party
holding a majority of partia-
mentary seats within the
Palestinian Authority main-
tains a position calling for the
destruction of Israel.”

House majority leader John
Boehner
said,“The USis encouraged by
the free, and fair elections held
by the Palestinian people, and
we will continue to support
their democratic reform ef-
forts,” adding “the US does

not and will not support terror-
istorganisations.”  —AFP

on  Wednesday -



SANCTIONS I Funding and travel.curbs to weaken new govt .

Israel to |solate Hamas

JOSEF FEDERMAN
JERUSALEM, FEBRUARY 17

SRAEL will clamp

down on Palestinian ar-

eas, cutting the West

Bank off from Gaza,
banning Gaza workers from
Israel and halting funding, in
acampaign toweaken Hamas
asit assumes power.

The measures emerged
from a security meeting on
Thursday, and acting Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert is ex-
pected to approve them.

Israel’s Cabinet is to ap-
prove them on Sunday and
put them into effect immedi-
ately the day after the new,
Hamas led Palestinian parlia-
ment takes office.

Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbaswill demand that
Hamas publicly accept his
goal of reaching a peace deal
with Israel and recognise past
agreements with the Jewish
state, officials said.

- Since Hamas won Palestin-

ian legislative elections last
month, Israeli leaders have
taken a tough line against the
group: They have rallied inter-
national opposition to Hamas
and said there will be no deal-
ings with the militants until
they change their ways.

TR T

LA A

On Thursday, senior Israeli
officials approved a series of
tough measures aimed at
crushing the Gaza Strip's al-
ready teetering economy.

“The swearing-in of the
Palestinian parliament on Sat-
urday rings a gong for us,” De-
fense Minister Shaul Mofaz
said, according to meeting
participants. “A Hamas gov-
ernment will mean an author-
ity of terror and murder.”

Israel will bar Gaza labour-
ers, stripping about 4,000
Palestinian families of their
main source of income, and
halt the movement of Pales-

iNDiay

s

Newly appointed Palestinlan Parllamentary speaker Aziz
Dwelk in Ramallah, wilt be swom In on Saturday. Reuters

tinian officials between the
West Bank and Gaza.

Israel will consider more
economic sanctions, including
restrictions on Palestinian ex-
ports, the officials said.

Blocking access to Israel
would be devastating for
Gaza. The Israeli market is
the largest for the impover-
ished coastal strip, and most of
Gaza's exports to the rest of
the world £0 through Israel.

Israel is likely to halt
monthly transfers of "about
$50 million in taxes and cus-
toms duties it collects for the
Palestinians. The transfers are

e S

crucial for the Palesnman Au-
thority to pay salaries to
140,000 government workers.
Israel has said humanitarian
aid would continue.

Mushir al-Masri, an incom-
ing Hamas lawmaker, con-
demned the Israeli threats.

“This is collective punish-
ment on our people,” he said.
“The world should realise that
more pressure on the Palestin-
ian people will create more
tension and everyone is going
tobe a loser, including Israel.”

Israeli critics warn that the
measures could plunge ordi-
nary Palestinians even deeper
into poverty, encouraging ex-
tremism and violence.

Meanwhile Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said today that Moscow would
urge Hamas to join the Mid-
dle East peace process within
the Quartet.

“We hope that this will,&l-
low us to continue to move
forward toward a situation
where Hamas will become a
legitimate and useful compo-
nent of the Middle East peace
process,” Lavrovsaid.

Lavrovsaid that Russia was
considering the composition
of the talks that are to meet in
Moscow and waiting for pro-
posals from Hamas.
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‘Hamas to forn@x) Government "
W

™ :
Fatah to join as junior partn3¢ in Palestinian Cabinet led by Haniyeh /Vf‘é\v

GAZA CITY: Palestinian leader Mahmud
Abbas formally tasked Hamas’s Is-
mail Haniyeh on Wednesday with
forming a Government after the Isla-
mists’ landslide victory in an election
last month, an official said.

Mr. Abbas handed over a letter to
Mr. Haniyeh formally charging him
with the task at his Gaza City office,
an arrangement agreed between the
moderate Palestinian Authority Pres-
ident and leaders of the radical move-
ment late on Tuesday.

“I received the nomination letter
from President Abu Mazen [Abbas].
The Hamas leadership will examine
the contents of this letter before soon
giving a definitive response to the
President,” Mr. Haniya said.

Tentative agreement

Fatah gave its tentative agreement
on Wednesday to an offer by its old
rival Hamas to become the junior
partner in a coalition government af-
ter its crushing defeat in last month’s
Palestinian election.

The head of Fatah’s bloc in Parlia-
ment told reporters after talks with
Hamas leaders that the faction had
agreed in principle to joining the Cab-
inet, though the two sides still needed
to reach an accord on a common pro-
gramme. — AFP

n 06 TR

Ismail Haniyeh - Palestinian Prime Minister
W 1962: Bornto ; '
poor refugee family
at Shatirefugee

camp, Gaza.

B 2003: Haniya
. and Yassin survive
s assassination

B 1987: Graduates with A i Arabic »

literature. Haniyeh is detained three
times during mass uprising - intifada
- against Israeli occupation

B 1989: Imprisoned for three years
for his role in Hamas resistance

B Apr 2004; Rantisi assassinated

Jen 25, 2006: Hamas List victory
in Ralestinian legisiative election

B 1993: Returns to Gaza - appointed
D f Istamic University

Feb 21: Abbas presents Haniyeh
< with official letter of appointment,
W Sep 2000: Al-Agsa Intifadatagins. calling on Hamas to accept existing
Conflict claims almost 1,000 {sraaf agreements with israel. Haniyeh has
and more than 3,500 Palestinian lives five weeks to form a cabinet

Picture: Associated Press © GRAPMIC NEWS
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- (57 -Israel plays
e funds card

JERUSALEM, Jan. 29. — Israeli
officials on Sunday suggested the
government could delay the monthly
transfer of millions of dollars to the
cash-strapped Palestinian Authority
while it reconsiders relations with the
Palestinians after Hamas’ victory in
legislative elections.

Israel every month transfers an
average of 250 million shekels($54
million, or eurod44 million) to the
Palestinians each month.

The money is collected from taxes
from Palestinians workers in Israel,
and from customs and duties collected
at Israeli-controlled border crossings.

Israel has in the past held up the
transfers during intense fighting. And
each time it has been, saying that it

did not want the money to go to ter-
rorists. The Israeli Cabinet discussed
the matter Sunday but did not make a
final decision on whether to make the
next transfer, scheduled Thursday.

A meeting participant said the
transfer date is not set in stone and
Israel could hold up the funds until it
becomes clear how Hamas’ victory
will affect Palestinian policy.

The official said on condition of
anonymity since he was not autho-
rised to speak to the media on mat-
ters such as these. Hamas’ charter
calls for Israel’s destruction and the
group has carried out deadly suicide
bombings in Israel. The most impor-
tant priority for Israel now is to make
the correct decision. Especially
regarding the funds, not necessarily
to make the payment on time, the
official said.
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CARACAS (VENEZUELA): Venezue-
lan President Hugo Chavez led a

World Social Forum on Friday,
telling thousands of activists
they must unite their distinct
causes to defeat the U.S. “em-
pire.”

Mr. Chavez urged activists to
“take up the work of a great in-
ternational anti-imperialist
front to do battle in the whole
world. We have to bring together
all our causes. Unity, unity, uni-
ty! We can only do it united,” Mr.
Chavez said to rousing applause
in a Caracas coliseum.

The crowd went wild as Mr.
Chavez stepped on stage, and
they kept cheering when he
hugged American peace activist
Cindy Sheehan before launching
into a fierce attack on U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s govern-
ment. (Ms. Sheehan has taken
her campaign to Caracas, as she
repeatedly lashed out at the U.S.
administration and Iraq war, re-
ports AFP.)

Brave woman

“A kiss for you, brave won-
an,” Mr. Chavez said as he in-
troduced Ms. Sheehan, who is
the mother of a U.S. soldier
killed in Iraq and who gained
international attention when
she set up a protest camp near
Mr. Bush’s ranch in Texas last
year.

One of Mr. Bush’s most out-
spoken critics, the Venezuelan
President called the U.S. govern-

rally against imperialism at the’

Thousands join anti-impe

i

‘ rialist
rally at World Social Forum

Hugo Chavez calls for unity to defeat the American “empire”

JOINING FORCES: U.S. anti-Iraq war activist Cindy Sheehan (left) waves as Venezuelan Presidgnt Hugo Chavez
(right) and other activists applaud during a World Social Forum conference in Caracas on Friday. - PHOTO: AFP

ment “the most perverse, mur-
derous, genocidal, immoral
empire that this planet has
known in 100 centuries.”

He ticked off the names of rev-
olutionary icons from Venezue-
la’s 19th century independence
hero Simon Bolivar to Ernesto
“Che” Guevara, and urged activ-
ists to follow their example by
resisting U.S. imperialism.

Mr. Chavez said bé&fore he

came to power in 1999, the U.S.
essentially controlied his coun-
try’s vast oil reserves, adding
that “Venezuela will never again
be a colony of the United States.”

Washington has raised con-
cern about the health of dembe-
racy under Mr. Chavez and has
accused him of destabilising the
region. He has shrugged off the
claims, saying his Government is
democratic.

THE HINDU

9 AN 2006

“He’s amazing,” said 22-year-~
old Italian activist Paulo Depino,
who scrambled over rows of
seats trying to get a closer view
of Mr. Chavez. “He’s a true revo-
lutionary leading a historic proc-
ess to transform this society.”

Social programmes

The Venezuelan leader, who
says he is leading a socialist rev-
olution, has poured millions of

dollars in booming oil profits in-
to social programmes for the
poor. Opponents fear he is steer-
ing the world’s fifth-largest oil
exporter toward Cuba-style
Communism,

Mr. Chavez, a close ally of Fi-
del Castro, told the crowd, “in a
few hours I should be in Hava-
na” to meet the Cuban President
and discuss joint projects to-
ward regional integration. — AP



A famous victory &

But some good must come of it f‘(v\\\\,( Iy b

The victory of Hamas in the Palestinian election’is a
watershed in the history of the Middle East. It now
emerges as a dominant force in Palestine and this alone is
bound to have a profound impact on the peace process
with Israel. The sheer scale of the victory was wholly un-
expected, perhaps also for Hamas which had in the run-
up to the election offered to play second fiddle to the Fatah
in the event of a coalition. As it turns out, Fatah has met
its eclipse. With 76 seats in Parliament, Hamas is now in a
position to form a government. The verdict is a victory of
democracy. Independent observers have testified to the
remarkable integrity that marked the election. With a
genuine 78 per cent turnout, it showcased what a free and
fair election is all about. The verdict must appear still
more momentous when one reflects that the voting was
conducted under continued military occupation. In large
measure, the victory can be attributed to the discontent
against the Fatah government, generally perceived as cor-
rupt. There is little doubt that Hamas gained a fair mea-
sure of popularity through its twin campaign planks of
education and health programmes. Its agenda was widely
accepted by voters, notably the poor Palestinians.

For all that, peace in the Middle East remains unpredic-
table. The process may get still more complex as the fun-
damental principles of Hamas remain unchanged — the
recognition of the right of Israel to exist, which happens
to be its founding charter; and an almost fanatical faith in
suicide bombing as a means to political power. Which is
why euphoria must be tempered with caution. The comi-
ty of nations has urged Hamas to renounce violence.
Israel’s reaction was to be expected; it has ruled out nego-
tiations with a Palestinian government that will now be
represented by a terrorist organisation. No less belligerent
has been the reaction of the White House with Bush vir-
tually putting Hamas on notice... “If your platform is the
destruction of Israel, it means you’r¢ not a partner in
peace”. It may be a different matter that Bush has not been
a particularly honest partner in the peace process in Irag.
But as a perceived global warrior, he has the poteniial to
make the waters murkier. The region' is on the turn and
the future must hinge on Hamas’ course of action. Twas a
famous victory, but some good must come of it.
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Hamas vows 10 work W|th West

Damascus: Hamas will be as effec-
tive in politics as in fighting Israel,
its supremo predicted on Saturday,
vowing the Islamist group will work
with the international community
after its electoral win. Syrian-based
Khaled Meshaal said Hamas would
take account of realities in its ap-
proach to Israel, though there was no
guestion of the them abandoning its
non-recognition of the Jewish state.

pean countries and all the mtern
tional community;,” he said. “We are
ready to work with Europe and even
the US if they wish,” he said, main-
taining Europe was a more suitable
partner as it had better knowledge of
the region than US.

Meshaal also proposed that its mil-
jtants and their weapons should be
absorbed into a united Palestinian
army if the international communi-

“Those who are count-
ing on our defeat are
wrong. We have succeeded
in the resistance and we
will succeed in politics, re- §
forms and change,” Me-
shaal said. Meshaal held
out a hand to the van-
quished Fatah faction of
Palestinian leader Mabh-
mud Abbas but indicated
that Hamas would pro-
mote a different platform
to that espoused by the moderate Ab
bas.“We have been elected on the ba-
sis of our programme,” he said.

He said Hamas’ priorities were to
introduce reforms in the Palestinian
political system, to reorganise “the
Palestinian house” and to “protect
the resistance and close ranks
around this resistance”. “We will
carry out reforms as soon as possi-
ble. We will coordinate with Arab
countries, Muslim countries, Euro-

ty wants the movement to
disarm. It was an option
for “all the Palestinian
Y arms to be pooled into a
unified Palestinian army
which, like all the other
armies of the world will
be aimed at protecting
our country from foreign
occupation,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
President Pervez
Musharraf has said that
the 1nternat10na1 community must
give the militant Hamas a chance to
transform itself into a force for
peace and stability Addressing a
press conference in Geneva,
Musharraf said: “Everyone thought
he (Sharon) was a military man, a
strongman, that he’s the one who
was destroying peace. But as it de-
veloped, it ended up as if he was the
only hope of peace in that region,”
Musharraf said. agencies

................ N
Fatah gunmen

storm parliament

Ramallah: Gunmen opened fire
from the roof of the Palestinian
parliament on Saturday as thou-
sands of Fatah supporters called
for party leaders to resign after
their defeat in this week’s elec-
tion. On the second day of Fatah
protests, 40 gunmen climbed onto
the roof of the Palestinian parlia-

ment in the West Bank town of
Ramallah, firing in the air to de-
mand Fatah leaders resign.

Militants from the Al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades, affiliated to Fa-
tah, and around 600 party ac-
tivists converged on the parlia-
ment. Gunmen erected a Palestin-
ian flag, a yellow Fatah banner
and a picture of their late leader,
Yasser Arafat, on the roof of the
Palestinian Legislative Council,.

Some 80 masked Al-Agsa mili-
tants fired rounds of bullets into
the air and vowed that they would
no longer adhere to a de facto
Palestinian truce in attacks on Is-
rael, which officially expired at
the end of 2005. are

THE TIMES OF INDIA




Hamas slams US ald threat

Islamist leader says it's blackmail, won't disarm in fight against Israeh oce

REUTERS 74
GAZA | JANUARY 28 “cq

\
ENIOR Hanﬂfh

leader Ismail

Haniyehon on Sat-

urday rejected inter-
national calls for the Islamic
militant group to disarm and
renounce violence to prevent
cuts to international aid for
the Palestinian Authority.
“This aid can not be a sword
over the heads of the Palestin-
ian people and will not be
material to blackmail our
people, to blackmail Hamas
and the resistance. It is re-
jected,” said Haniyeh.

He added that Hamas,
sworn to Israel’s destruction,
was committed to keeping its
arms and resisting Israeli oc-
cupation. Haniyeh was speak-
ing after the US threatened to
cut back its $234 million in

aid earmarked
for the Palestini-
ans this year be-
cause Hamas
was expected to
form a new
Palestinian gov- §
ernment.
“They’ve got
to get rid of that
arm of their
party which is
armed and vio-
lence and secondly, they've
got to get rid of that part of
their platform that says they
want to destroy Israel,”said
US President George W Bush.
EU officials have also indi-
cated that a refusal by Hamas
to renounce violence and
recognise Israel could have
consequences in its relations
with a Hamas-run Palestinian
Authority. The EU is the biggest
donor to the Palestinian Au-

pNDIAN E

1

Ismail Haniyehon

thority; with aid
of $612 million
last year.

Defiant in
the face of in-
ternational
§ pressure,
| Haniyeh said
| the Palestinians
| would only dis-
| arm and end

the  armed

struggle when
Israel ended its occupation of
land the Palestinians seek for
an independent state,

Hamas seeks to replace Is-
rael and the Palestinian Au-
thority with an Islamic state.
It has said it would support
the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip as a first step.

Meanwhile, Fatah gun-
men and Palestinian police,
angry at Hamas's election vic-

XPRESS
g it T

tion

tory, took over parliament
buildings in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip on Saturday
and opened fire in the air, wit-
nesses said. Some climbed on
to the roof of the parliament
in Ramallah, which was not in
session at the time, demand-
ing the resignation of senior
members of President Mah-
moud Abbas’s long-dominant
Fatah movement.

In the Gaza Strip, police
briefly stormed into the par-
liament building’s compound,
firing in the air, to protest
against any transfer of secu-
rity responsibility to Hamas,
an Islamic militant group.

Afaction of Fatah’s al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades said on Sat-
urday it would not observe a
truce with Israel after Fatah
lost to the militant Islamic
group Hamas in a Palestinian
parliamentary election.



)

\ “ugisal
01 19pEaj yriR UBIARA U1 103dxd
jou pip 3y pres yakiuey I speay
ay 1eyl suonesiue3lo URIUNSI[RY
jo dnoi8 ejpiqun ue ‘UoOnESIU
-eS10 uoneiaqr] dunssed A
ySnoiyl paronpuod aq Ayl paisad
-3ns pue sye) 20ead 03 papIUIUOD

psulewal 9y pres seqqy I
‘JarIs[ SuIpn|
-out ‘aunsafed Jo [ Suioos) spiem
-0} 98e1s ® AJUo aq 01 pooisIdpun
sem 11 se SUO[ se ‘ezer) pue yueg
1S9A 9Y} Ul 97BIS UBIUNSIR] B JO
eap! 2y} padasoe ASuiSprus oaey
SISPRI| SRUWIRE] AWOS ‘s1BaK U001
U] "BISY 1S9AA OIWE[S] UB. UI 2]BIS
ysmmar 30 aouasaid oy esiuSooal
jou se0p A30]j0op] seweH °31 INOQR
0f pnom 2y moy 10 0) FuLdyo1
SeM 9 SOLOILID) YoIym ABsS J0U
PIp SH .dunsafed jo sued 1syjo
Jo uonesaqy a1 aodwod,, [jim
SEWRE] pres YaAlueH I ‘19AMOY
‘AepsIng] 9}e] SOUISJUOD SMIU
A10101A B 1Y D94 24} plo1 ‘Sep
-ipued sewrely doi oy ‘yadiueH
[rews] IN ‘pleje 9q juo(,
‘o8essow 9)eISPOW € JNO PUas 01
SIABMIIR 33 O} YOO} K[S)JRIPSTIt]
sIopea] seweyy Suipling 2y} woxy
Fey sewepy e papnd sis1anoe yeIeg
Iaye SaUOls SUImoIy) SIpIS yloq
YN “Yejewey Jo Ao Yueq 1Som
ay) ul JudwWelIed uemunsaed Ayl
JPISINO SISI[BAO] YRR YUM PIYSR[O
Ajorlq  smauoddns  seweq  Jo
pamoId a8ie] v "uonnjoaal eanijod
jnyoorad osimioyjo ue paliell
1U2PIDUL JoUuTW APATIR[A1 V JUdW
-uIoA0S sewel ® JO N0 ABIS 0O)
uorsIdep 1oyl Suryorq orym ‘udisal
s1oped] yejeqJ Jeyl Suipuewiop
pue e ) ur sopir 3uiny ‘Aepuig
Al A1) ezen) ur payorew s1ajiod

-dns yeieg A13ue jo spuesnoyp
i , “Juowu

| W AR M

- SPUIRH J

ANILSTIVd 13VHS!I NIaIML3g 31vIAIN

_ Ushuey ay "ushiue

-u19A08 SewleH B JOJ WOOI Jyew
0} paugdisal jouiqe) SIy pue yeleq
JO BIRINY) pawIgy A IQISIUrA] SuIt
-Id UeTUNSaped "¢ AJuo 108 ‘sopeoap
Inoj 10y sonijod uenmsa[ed jo It
pandsipun 213 ‘Yyeyed ‘udwRiIR]
Ul sjeas Zgl SYy) Jo 9. uom 3 —
[eIe] posu JOU SI0p SeluRH] ‘S10q
-winu oy} Ag ‘SewleH YuM JUSUWULD
-A08 jurof ® 10ju0 0) jou Aepsiny ]
18] DPIPLSP SISPEI|  riBd
‘sontjod Krejuawerred ojur £eiof
IoAs-181y s)1 Joye diysiaped| ol
payndejes ‘sewey 03 d[ay ou paid
-JJO “USWUIIAO0T JUIDIJFoUl pue
1dniiod si 19a0 Aidue . suerunsajed
Aq 901330 JO N0 pawny ‘yey
-8 ‘pHOoM a3 Jo sired 19yj0 woly
owred syuswalels e eoead ul

ysng ~ eaoead

uj paiselsul o4.8m pue ‘aocead
ui Jaupied e Jjou a4,noA sueaw

} ‘|seasy Jo uooNIISap BY1

s) uuopeld (seweH) oA J| g
HawjQ ~ uonesiuebio JsyoLia}
paune ue s )i Jo Med uaAa

J) vopeASIUPE UBjURSSjed

e yym ajenofiau jou |im [oRIS] g

ddY — '9jepipued
jjod doy s,Aped oy sem |

JlewS| J pue Jeyez
PNWYBK SIsuuM pue
“‘SEWeH JO Jaiyo neaing
feantjod payixe ‘lBRYSBI 1
paeu J (ol
doy woyy ss1m-¥00[9)

"9 I, 'suerunsa[ed oy} pue [SBIS] U3

0]

poIsoIaiul 91,2 pue ‘aoead ur Jou
-1ied ® jou 91,n0A sueaw J1 ‘[oRIS]
JO uopdnNSap 2Y) st uuopejd InoA
1L, ‘pes ysng A\ 951090 I 1Uapt
-$a1d S ;'[BIS] JO UONONIISIP Y}
Ioj Suned uonesiuedio ISHOLId)
pouLe ue-st 31 Jo Med usAd J1 uon
-eISIUIWPE URlUSIfed B Yim e
-nogou jou M [SEIS[,, Julkes Jud
-UIojeIS B panss! LW poyg IN
ISIUI Wil Sunoyy “Toyung dags
ajqeiopaid B Juam [oRIS] "0UI[OIA
paounouaI pue [deIs] AoXSap O3
puewsap syt paddoap i ssopun jusw
~-uIoA08 2jew)iS9 € WLIOY JOU PINOd
sewelH Jeyl Aepiasak paiepap
suoneu ueadoing pue v UL
Jelicliitiee!
-A08 ay wroy 03 Auolew oY) uom
1) Aded oay) MSE [IIM oM 3SIN0D
Jo pue “‘suomoe} [[B yim Suiyfe)
318 A, ‘PIES SBEQQY , JUSWUISA0T
3yl WOy 0} JUOAUR PIYSE 1 USARY
M ‘MOU [IU[),, JUSWIUISAOS 1XoU
a1y} wioy 0) — sewey ay) — suon *
53[0 Ul $9J0A 1SOW oY) UOMm Jey)
A1ed ayy yse pinom oy pres seqqy
pnowye Iapes| uelunud[ed
‘pres uedopiq
difke], doooy I I9ISIUIN AW
-1id ysmung, ‘ejo1 juepodwl ue uo
oyel sdeyaad Aew,, Osje 20UISIUOY)
orwelsy Jo uonesmuesI0) JaquIow-/g

d-y — epsiny uQ Ao s fAued isiuels| sy sejeiqelad deo sewrey e ui Aoq v

Px

-M]J9q ATRIPOULIdIUL UE SE JOB 0} PAI1d
-JO Aepol AoyIny Ing ‘SSAnepIul
aoead eIsy 1SOA\ 92991] pue dnoid
juepiw oy} 2jejost 03 sdajs 181y 3q
PINOO Jeym UI ‘SUOIID]S UBIUNSI[e]
ul 4103014 Surdooms s justIdAowW
JTUIeyS] Ay} 191ye SeweH M JUSt
-u12408 uiof e paralar Ayred yereg
paysmbuea 243 pue Sj[E1 N0 pajni
[PRIS] — LT "uef ‘HVYTIVIAVY

I JulpIey

OL SHI440 AFMHNL ‘NOILNVYOD LINVM LNS3O0d HV1VH



>,

’TURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2006 ‘\/

o ‘Hamas &

A takes all ™

he emphatic victory of Hamas, the extremist

group that swears by militancy and the destruc-

tion of Israel, in the Palestinian parliamentary

elections has shaken up the political landscape of
the region. Before the election, it was expected that Hamas,
also known as the Islamist Resistance Movement, would
make a strong showing. But no one predicted its getting an
absolute majority in the Palestinian Legislative Council.
With this ends the four-decade hegemony of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation and its biggest constituent, Fatah,
among the Palestinian people, although Yasser Arafat’s
successor, Mahmoud Abbas, will continue as President. The
main question niow is whether Hamas as a party of respon-
sible government will be different from the group that has
taken responsibility for most of the suicide attacks and
other acts of terrorism. Clearly, Palestinians do not want to
be led and ruled in the old way. They evidently expect the
new party in power to provide good governance and also
play a strong hand against Israel. Hamas has an efficient
track record of providing, through its network of social
welfare organisations, education and health facilities in
Gaza and the West Bank. But while uncompromisingly
opposing Israel’s state terrorism and its oppression of the
Palestinian people, the militant organisation needs to show
a willingness to coexist with the Jewish state and learn to
settle disputes and differences through talks, not explosives
and guns, In 1988, the PLO accepted the two-state principle
and thus the need to negotiate with Israel. But will Hamas
resile from its policy of never engaging with the Jewish
state?

The larger question is whether Israel will be willing to
respect the democratic choice of the Palestinian peoplein a
free and fair election and engage with their new leadership.
When he was Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon did not consider
even the Fatah Government a partner for peace. He initi-
ated unilateral moves aimed at disengaging from Palestine,
including the withdrawal of security forces and Zionist
settlers from Gaza. His successor, Ehud Olmert, has de-
clared that talks with the new militant Palestinian lead-
ership are out of the question. With the Knesset elections
coming up in March, he is certain to use the Hamas victory
as justification for more unilateralism to win votes for
Kadima. The right-wing Likud under Binyamin Netanyahu
has called for a tough line on Palestine. There could be a
total breakdown of communication between the two sides
— and worse may follow, depending on the results of the
Israeli election. If the international community is genu-
inely interested in finding a solution to the world’s longest-
running conflict, it must use its leverage to convince the two
sides that the only way forward is intelligent negotiation of
a two- nation, two-state solution.
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Hamas not for d structlon
of Israel: Meshaal -~ ..

President Abbas to invite Islamist group to form government

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas has
declared that he would ask the
Islamist group Hamas that has
swept the Palestinian parlia-
mentary elections to form
government.

“We are carrying on contacts
with all factions, and of course
we will ask the party that won
the majority to form the
government.”

Earlier, senior leader Saeb
Erekat of the Fatah party, which
secured only 43 seats in the 132-
member Parliament, had said
his group would sit in
Opposition.

Despite the advocacy by some
Hamas leaders in the Palestinjan
territories that the government
should be formed in “partner-
ship” with Fatah, leader of the
group in exile Khaled Meshaal
appeared lukewarm to the pro-
posal. In an interview with an
Italian daily La Repubblica, Mr.
Meshaal said the talk for a coali-
tion  with  Fatah  was
“premature.”

No disarming

The Damascus based Mr.
Meshaal, who had been appoint-
ed leader of Hamas after the as-
sassination of Abdel Aziz Rantisi
by Israel in 2004, also declared
that his group had not issued a
call for the destruction of Israel.

“The [Hamas] statute does
not in fact call for the destruc-
tion of Israel. In Arabic, it says:
‘End the Israeli occupation of
Palestine’. We don’t want to
eliminate them, only to obtain
our rights. For that reason, the
paragraph remains.”

Mr. Meshaal made two more
points. First he declared that the
Hamas would not disarm as had

Key player:. m lslamlc mlhtant Hamas

Assodiated Press

been demanded by the U.S., Eu-
ropean Union (E.U), and the
UN. after the group won
Wednesday’s elections. He em-
phasised that the Hamas would
“certainly not” lay down its arms

as long as much of its territory
was occupied. “Only force has
produced results,” he said, allud-
ing to the recent Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza. A statement
by the quartet group comprising
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the U.S,, Russia, the European
Union and the U.N. had urged
Hamas to give up violence and
accept Israel’s right to exist.

Roadmap rejected

Second, the Hamas leader cat-
egorically rejected as one-sided
and “unacceptable” the “road
map” anchoring a two-state so-
lution to end the conflict be-
tween the Palestinians and
Israel. While Fatah and Hamas
leaders deliberated on their
plans, their activists clashed
near the city of Khan Younis in
the southers Gaza strip.

The Hamps’ impressive per-
formance has evoked strong re-
action in the region. Iran
congratulated Hamas and laud-
ed the Palestinian people for
choosing “to continue the strug-
gle and resistance against occu-
pation.”

But, Arah League Secretary
General Amr Moussa said Ha-
mas must accept the Beirut ini-
tiative that lad called for a Arab
recognition ¢f Israel.

World Bink special envoy
James Wolfensohn said Hamas’
victory coull mean a termina-
tion of aid, due to the “lack of
certainty anc hope.”
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amas wins absolute majority in

Palestinian parliamentary polls

Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei re51gns Fatah deci

g

Atul Aneja

j iAO’\ A
DUBAI: The Palestinian Islami
group, Hamas, has won a re-
sounding victory at the parlia-
mentary elections held on
Wednesday, upsetting the Fa-
| tah, which has for decades sym-
bolised Palestinian aspirations
for an independent state.

The final tally was due to be
announced later, but Hamas
leaders said they had won more
than 70 seats, thereby securing
an absolute majority in the 132-
member Parliament. The Eu-
ropean Union (E.U.) election ob-
server Richard Howitt was
quoted as saying that Hamas
might have won up to 80 seats.

Conceding defeat, Palestinian
Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei
submitted his resignation to
President Mamoud Abbas, hours
before elections résults were an-
nounced.

Caretaker Cabinet

“This is the choice of the peo-
ple. It should be respected,” Mr.
Qurei said. “If it’s true, then the
President should ask Hamas to
form a new government.” The
Cabinet remained in office in a
caretaker capacity.

Hamas has offered to form a
government in partnership with
Fatah, which will make a formal
announcement on its position to
the proposal later, Information
Minister Nabeel Shaath said.
However, senior Fatah leader
Saeb Erekat had earlier said af-
ter meeting Mr. Abbas that his
party had decided to sit in Oppo-
sition. “Hamas will be asked to
form the new government,” Mr.
Erekat observed. “We in Fatah
will not join them. We will be a
loyal Opposition and rebuild the
party.” The Hainas leader in ex-
ile Khaled Mashaal had, during
the day, called Mr. Abbas from

~ *

NNy ..

i p—

STUNNING VICTORY: Hamas supporters celebrate election victory at Jabalya refugee
camp on Thursday. -~ PHOTO: REUTERS

Syria to discuss the outcome of
the poll. “He stressed Hamas
insists on a partnership with all
the Palestinian factions, espe-
cially our brothers in Fatah,”

the group said on its website.
As indications of the poll re-
sults emerged, there was jubi-
lation in the Hamas camp. In
the Gaza Strip — the bastion of

THE HINDY
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Hamas support — thousands of

supporters poured out into the

streets to savour the victory.

“Mohammad Deif should be

our Defence Minister,” said
/ ‘

des not to join new Government

one Hamas supporter, alluding
to the Hamas military leader
who heads Israel’s hit list. Ha-
mas activists were seen waving

- the group’s green flags. “Con-

gratulations and victory for Is-
lam,” some of them said as
people embraced each other
and distributed sweets. Hamas
has still not abandoned its call
for the destruction of Israel
and had spearheaded a cam-
paign of suicide bombings that

- have targeted Israelis.

" Israel silent

Israel has so far not com-
mented on the outcome of the
poll, but prospects of an early
revival of peace talks with Pal-
estinians have virtually disap-
peared following the Hamas
success.

On Wednesday night, Israeli

-acting Prime Minister Ehud

Olmert had stressed that Israel

.would not negotiate with Ha-

mas. The Hamas leader Mushir
al-Masri has also emphasised
that Hamas had no intention of
holding peace talks with Israel.
“Recognising Israel is not on
the agenda either now”, he
said.

Meanwhile, U.S. President
George W. Bush told Wall
Street Journal on Wednesday
that he would not deal with Ha-
mas unless it renounced its po-
sition on the destruction of
Israel. European Union, the
largest provider of aid to the
Palestinians, said that it would
work with any government
that was “prepared to work by
peaceful means.”

UN. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan congratulated the Pal-
estinian people on the elec-
tions, but asserted, “any group
that wishes to participate in
the democratic process should
ultimately disarm.”
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“Globalisation does not mean you
have no political choices”

Sir Howard Davies, Director, the London School of Economics and Political Science,
believes that, despite all its imperfections, globalisation is the “least bad” way to organise
economic life. In an interview in Kolkata, he, however, cautions that countries can suffer if
they get the sequencing of globalisation wrong.

Marcus Dam

You have spoken of the need to promote the
debate on globalisation and that people in
authority, even in some of the more
developed countries, have started
questioning some of the basic principles
surrounding free trade and free global
capital markets. What in your opinion are
the downsides of globalisation?

What I was saying then was against the
background of the debates about speculative
capital flows and also the difficulties in mak-
ing progress in free trade negotiations. In
general I am a supporter of free markets and
of, if you like, globalisation — though it is not
a particularly helpful term because I think
that with all its imperfections it is the least
bad way we have discovered for organising
economic life.

But I think that experience shows that
countries can suffer if they get the sequenc-
ing of globalisation wrong and if they open
up markets to competition suddenly, when
they have, through their actions, con-
strained the competitiveness of their do-
mestic companies.

So I think the risks are in the wrong se-
quencing of — if you like — globalisation.

You mention the ‘risks’. But when you use
. the word ‘imperfections’ in globalisation

what do you really mean? Are these’

‘imperfections’ inbuilt within the process?

1 wouldn’t say that they are necessarily
inbuilt. But the problem is that if you look at
the Asian crisis of 1997-98 you had freedpm
for banks in places like Thailand and in In-
donesia to borrow from overseas, which in-
creased the availability of capital im the
country and you had a fixed exchange rate.
Suddenly the fixed exchange rate collapsed
and then the banks were indeed troubled
because they got un-hedged; so they col-
lapsed and companies collapsed and you re-
ally created a problem.

Is that a problem of globalisation? Really
it’s a problem of an inconsistent approach —
when you have one bit that was free and
another bit that was fixed and you had a
conflict between the two. Not imperfection
in the sense of the general open market but
in the way people have done it, which has at
some times been incompatible.

To what extent might have globalisation
undergiined the existing political processes
in developing countries that are on the
threshold of embracing open-market
economy?

As far as whether globalisation has imped-
ed political choice I don’t personally think
so. Even in developed countries, it is quite
clear that there are still major political
choices to be made. For example, if you com-
pare the United States of America and Ger-
many you see that the USA spends 30 per
cent of its GDP on public expenditure while
the Germans spend 55 per cent. It is a mas-
sive political choice they are making.

So I think the notion that globalisation is
pushing you towards one particular method
of ‘organising society just isn’t true. It is
quite clear that countries which are very
open trading countries can make significant-
ly different choices.

What about those developing countries in
the process of opening up markets?

1 still think that is the case. I still think
that you can have a reasonably open trading
economy and can still have alarge amount of
state control of the economy.

If you contrast Mexico with India, who in
many respects operate in similar relation-
ships to the rest of the world, Mexicans have
no domestically owned banking system, the

Sir Howard Davies: “If you are not borrowing from the IMF, there is no
particular reason why you should be paying any particular interest to what
it says.” — PHOTO: SUSHANTA PATRONOBISH.

Indians have more or less a still very dom-
inantly state-owned banking system. So 1
just don’t buy this argument that global-
isation means you have no political choices.
It may mean that you don’t have the choice
to be hopelessly inefficient and hope that the
world won’t notice. But to me that it is nota
deliberate political choice anyone should
wish to make. !

What, in your opinion, are the lessons
developing countries like India might learn
from the collapse of economies in certain
East Asian countries such as Indonesia,
Latin American countries such as Argentina,
and some sub-Saharan Africa?

1 think that my analysis of the Asian crisis
is that there was some sort of inconsistency,
some incompatibility, an inconsistent policy
mix in those countries.

The main problem in Argentina was a
fiscal problem. Really it was the inability of

the domestic political system to control
public borrowings. Sub-Saharan Africa is a
whole different picture. The problem there
is mostly a lack of capital inflows by any-
body. So I don’t think that you can get many
lessons from sub-Saharan Africa.

The general lessons to be learnt from La-
tin America and the crisis in Asian countries
are the neéd to think through very carefully
about the nature of your market-opening
measures, having to be sure that your trade
mobilisation, your capital flow mobilisation,
your domestic fiscal policy, are compatible
with each other.

Would you agree that the International
Monetary Fund has precipitated global
instabilities by pushing through capital
market liberalisation programmes
prematurely?

I think that in different countries there
are different criticisms you can make of the

Q//&ﬂ\

IMF. But I’'d not buy the notion that the IMF
is driven by what you call market funda-
mentalism, I think that the IMF’s prescrip-
tions have often been quite realistic in terms
of relating their general bias in favour of
open markets to the particular stresses of
individual countries.

But I think that the more interesting issue
now with the IMF is really that in a situation
in which very, very, few countries are actual-
ly borrowing from the IMF, what it [the
IMF] does and what are its tools. The IMF
can only impose restraints on people as con-
ditions of borrowing. If you are not borrow-
ing from the IMF there is no particular
reason why you should be paying any partic-
ular interest to what it says.

How is India fitting into the transnational
economy. There are fears that reforms in
the agricultural sector could mean
displacement of small farmers, with the
industrial and infrastructure sectors not
being capable of absorbing the risks of such
structural shift.

If you look at how India is regarded in-
ternationally the picture is a very mixed one.
On the one hand you have a country clearly
super-competitive in some areas — notably
in the IT sector.

What is also good about Indiais a financial
system more diversified than many devel-
oped countries, a robust equity market that
is reasonably regulated — number three
among Asian markets in terms of its integri-
ty and flexibility, well above China. And
there are people who attach high value to
India’s democratic system; we have seen
changes in regime in India without massive
disruptions to the economy. One concern
about China was if there is a major political
disruption what then?

On the other hand, you see the World
Bank index of cost-of-doing-business in the
country — a combination of how easy it is to
import contracts, the regulations and length
of time it takes getting approvals - India is
116 out of 155 countries. So, India is still seen
as a licence raj, very bureaucratic. Perhaps
éven worse is that Transparency Interna-
tional — a good NGO which looks at coun-
tries in terms of corruption — rated India
very poorly with far too much of buying of
influence and contracts, particularly in the
public sector.

And then the other downside is the one
you identified — a growing dispersion of
income. I think that what people must focus
on is the significant differences in literacy
rate [across the population].

The Government should be trying to use
the wealth being created in the country to
strengthen the literacy programme partic-
ularly in the rural areas and should also be
working much harder on corruption.

It is argued that in several developing
economies trade liberalisation has taken
place before the establishment of social
safety nets. Jobs have disappeared, the
poor farmers can hardly compete with the
subsidised produce from the First World.

If you are talking about areas where First
World products are subsidised I agree that
there is a serious risk. I certainly agree that if
you are dealing with countries which are
giving subsidised exports into your markets
you cannot be content to allow liberalisa-
tion, on one side, when you are fighting peo-
ple who are unreasonably subsidised, on the
other. So I agree that it is a serious thing.

The issue of social safety nets is really a
question of a country’s affordability and also
what the realistic position is currently. It
seems to me that India has been a very pro-
tected market for many years but not been
able, as a result of that, to put in place a
particularly high social safety net.



( Pamuk charges: Turkey
puts ball in law’s court

Ankara: Turkey’s justice minis-
ter has left a critical decision on
whether to drop charges against
novelist Orhan Pamuk to a local
Istanbul court, according to offi-
cials, in an apparent attempt to
avoid outraging Europe by allow-
ing a renowned author to stand
trial for his views or angering na-
tionalists by dropping the case.

Justice Minister Cemil Cicek’s
decision came at a delicate time for
European Union aspirant Turkey.
This week, the EU is to begin a
review of the country’s justice sys-
tem.

The high-profile trial has al-
ready outraged European Union
officials and sparked questions
over the country’s commitment
to free speech.

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s government has made
joining the EU a cornerstone of
its policy and passed sweeping re-
forms of Turkey’s
legal code. On Oc-
tober 3, Turkey re-
alised one of its
dreams when the
EU agreed to open
membership talks with the over-
whelmingly Muslim country.

The government apparently
did not want to risk a face off
with the EU over the sensitive
case.

The local court—which halted
the trial of Pamuk on December
16, the day it began—had asked
the ministry whether it should
continue with the case.

The local court could now drop
the charges against Pamuk,
based on a technicality, saying
the Justice Ministry’s consent is
missing from the file.

Cicek, however, reiterated to
the court that his ministry had
no say in the matter under the

TRIAL OF
A WRITER

new penal code passed in June, a
senior Justice Ministry official
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak to the media.

“The authority in this issue be-
longs to (the justice system),” the

state-owned Anatolia news
agency on Sunday quoted Cicek
as telling the court in his written
response.

Cicek’s response
was sent to the
court on Friday It
was not clear when
the court would is-
sue its decision. The next hearing
is on February 7.

The local court had argued that
it could not continue the trial
since there was no approval from
the justice ministry to try Pamuk
for his remarks which predate
the June reform. Cicek insisted
the amendments in the penal
code in June had lifted the min-
istry’s say over the case.

Pamuk was charged under a
law that makes insulting Turkey
a crime after a Swiss newspaper
in February quoted him as say-
ing: “30,000 Kurds and one mil-
lion Armenians were Kkilled in
these lands, and nobody but me
dares to talk about¥#t.” s
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New judge for - r

Saddam trigwof““

BAGHDAD: Less than 24 1y
before the resumption o
the trial of ousted Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein on
charges of crimes against
humanity, the court on
Monday appointed a new
interim chief judge.

Rauf Rashid Abdel Rah-
man, a member of the five-
strong panel trying Mr.
Hussein, will take over from
Rizkar Mohammed Amin
who resigned earlier this
month, court’s investigating
judge Raed al-Juhi told

AFP, &,.Q

Mr. Rahmg*nkv;'as \i'n in
Halabja, the Kurdish town
which allegedly became a
symbol of repression in
1988 when Mr. Hussein’s
forces used chemical weap-
ons against its inhabitants,
killing several thousand
persons.

“He will remain as pre-
siding judge until such a
time as an official decision is
taken on whether to accept
Jjudge Rizkar’s resignation,”
Mr. Juhi added.

Mr. Amin, also a Kurd,
who stepped down follow-
ing strong criticism of his
running of the court, said he
would not go back on his
decision. Mr. Amin was crit-
icised for being too lenient
with the defendants and
their repeated nationalist
tirades condemning the
court. — AFP
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¢ Kingandus ;-

\The Saudi king is useful to India, \‘L‘
g \ even beyond foreign policy o

AUDI royals may not be a
S liberal democrat’s cup of

tea, or even barrel of crude.
But there’s no denying their im-
portance. A quarter of the world’s
oil — some petroleum specialists
are questioning Saudi Arabia’s
reserves, however — two of Is-
lam’s holiest shrines and thanks
in part to these two attributes, the
country’s importance in all policy
responses to radical Islam, make
the ruling family a priority in
chanceries around the world. In-
dia, playing host to a Saudi
monarch after 51 years, however
may have realised that its view of
Saudi Arabia’s importance needs
to be nuanced.

The oil-for-sweat (1.5 million,
predominantly unskilled and
semi-skilled Indians work in Saudi
Arabia, remitting four billion do}-
lars annually) economic relation-
ship doesn’t reflect India’s eco-
nomic transformation. Saudi
demand for high-level entrepre-
neurial and technical skills is still
huge and India should be in a posi-
tion to supply some of that. And
since the conservatives of the
House of Saud haven’t been given a
particularly easy time by jihadis,

something useful may well come
up when the prime minister talks
terrorism with the king.

Saudi Arabia is useful for India
beyond foreign policy, however.
The political predilection in this
country to treat its 140 million
Muslims as an undifferentiated
electoral mass has led to keeping
them mostly out of the reach of the
reformist forces interrogating In-
dian society’s other conservative
elements. That this stasis hasn’t
produced the problematic-and
overt radicalisation seen in other
countries is a tribute to both the
republic and its largest minority.
But that’s hardly enough and, as
the homegrown terrorist caught
in the Bangalore IISc attack
shows, it may not be a permanent
solace. Saudi Arabia is an exem-
plar in this context of the dangers
of prolonged non-reform. The
royals preside over a society so
badly in need of transformation
that many well-wishing observers
fear the capacity to handle change
may have been significantly
eroded. India’s Muslims deserve
infinitely better — there’s no bet-
ter Republic Day pledge to take in
the company of Saudi royals.
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PM receives King Abdullah

?1,.,9‘\—». . W A‘}\4. Y‘L\" .
W -/

First visit by a Saudi King to India in 51 years

Diplomatic Correspondent \,Q\

NEW DELHI: Setting aside protocol,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh personally received Saudi
Arabian King Abdullah Bin Ab-
dul Aziz Al Saud at Palam airport
here on Tuesday evening. It is
the first visit by a Saudi King to
India in 51 years.

As King Abdullah set foot in
India, official sources told this
correspondent that Hizbul Mu-
jahideen chief, Syed Salahuddin,
usually based in Pakistan, has
held a meeting with Kashmiri
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani in
Mecca. Geelani was recently
permitted by New Delhi to per-
form the Haj pilgrimage.

According to the sources, Sa-
lahuddin, who has routinely tak-
en responsibility for major
terrorist strikes in India, fre-
quently travels to Saudi Arabia
on a Pakistani passport. The
Saudi Government has had no
hesitation in issuing him a visa,
the sources maintained. Apart
from Salahuddin, several leaders
of the Pakistan-based Jamaat-e-
Islami are said to be in Mecca.

The Saudi King, who will be
the chief guest at the Republic
Day celebrations, arrived here
from China. He is scheduled to

SETS ASIDE PROTOCOL: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh receiving King Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia at the airport in New Delhi on Tuesday. - PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN

meet President A.P.J. Abdul Ka- .

lam and the Prime Minister on
Wednesday.

Ahead of the visit, the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry spokesman
said that some bilateral cooper-
ation agreements were likely to
be signed during the visit.

“His Majesty would inaugu-
rate a Saudi Exhibition at Praga-
ti Maidan and address a business
summit hosted by the apex
chambers of Indian commerce
and industry.”

“A sizeable Saudi business
delegation is accompanying His

Majesty. A special session of the
India-Saudi Arabia Business
Council would also be held. His
Majesty would also visit Jamia
Millia Islamia [on January 27]
where he would receive an hon-
orary doctorate,” the spokesman
said.
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“A new era of choice for Tfalestlman voters

The new variety of candidates means Palestinians can vote for the first tlme on issues as
substantive as corruption, the role of Islam, and the use of violence. . ¥ C

A\
YO\
PALESTINIAN VOTERS are facing t

broadest range of political choices i
their history as they prepare to choose their
leadership after a series of seismic events
that have altered the Middle East landscape.

For the first time, the party founded by
Yasser Arafat is squaring off on the national
stage against its long-time rival, the militant
group Hamas. Although Hamas has carried
out scores of suicide bombings against Israel
and is listed by the U.S. State Department as
a terrorist group, it is respected by many
Palestinians for its piety, anti-corruption
stance, and network of social services.

The ground shifted for Palestinians with
the November 2004 death of Arafat, who
had personified and controlled Palestinian
policy for decades, and then again with Is-
rael’s withdrawal last summer from the Ga-
za Strip after 38 years of occupation. Now, a
generational struggle within Arafat’s party,
Fatah, has burst into the open before the
January 25 election of the 132-member Pal-
estinian Legislative Council, the parliament
for the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“This is a critical moment,” said Khalil
Shikaki, a Palestinian sociologist who has
tracked Palestinian public opinion for the
past decade. “The struggle we have seen in
the street for five years” — the struggle for
power and authority within Palestinian so-
ciety — “is about to be transferred to the
institutions.”

All this ferment has brought Palestinians
a more meaningful choice than they had last
February, three months after Arafat’s death,
when they elected Mahmoud Abbas as Presi-
dent of the Palestinian Authority, the gov-
erning body for Palestinians.

Although parliament has far less power
.than the President, Palestinians view the
legislative election as a referendum on their
leadership. The legislature approves Cabi-
net members, oversees the budget, and can
issue a vote of no confidence in the govern-
ment.

Anne Barnard

Hamas, the only group that rivals the pop-
ularity and patronage power of Fatah, boy-
cotted last year’s presidential election. So
did the jailed leader of Fatah’s young guard,
Marwan Barghouti, who now, after a fierce
internal struggle, heads the party’s candi-
date list. Hamas also boycotted the previous
legislative elections in 1996.

The new variety of candidates means Pal-
estinians can vote for the first time on issues
as substantive as corruption, the role of Is-
lam, and whether and how to use violence in
the struggle with Israel, which captured the
West Bank and Gaza Strip in the 1967 war.

The election will help set the course for
how the Palestinian Authority deals with
Israel 12 years after the Oslo Accords, which
were supposed to lead to the creation of a
Palestinian state, but instead became mired
in a stalemate that led to the bloodiest con-
flict ever between Palestinians and Israelis
from 2000 to early 2005.

Both sides had hoped Arafat’s death in
November 2004 would yield new leadership
with the legitimacy among Palestinians and
the clout with the Israeli government need-
ed to shake up the deadlocked peace process.
But Palestinian policy has appeared con-
fused and unmoored in the past year, even as
Israel has charted a decisive new course,
unilaterally building a security barrier to
separate Palestinians from Israelis and
withdrawing from Gaza on its own terms.

Palestinian politicians, militant leaders,
and analysts say that without a clearer strat-
egy, Palestinians risk allowing Israel to shut
them out entirely by taking further unilater-
al moves that would replace bilateral nego-
tiations with a final settlement dictated by
Israel.

Now, dissatisfied voters are being offered
several choices.

Hamas refuses to renounce violence and
advocates an Islamic state. Fatah’s young
guard echoes Hamas’ anti-corruption stance
but wants a secular state. Fatah officially
accepts Israel’s existence and is pushing for
a Palestinian state alongside the Jewish

gy b

state, but still has an armed wing and a fierce
internal debate over whether violence is ac-
ceptable. And several slates of independents
have also entered the fray.

Many Palestinians are riveted by the new
debate among imperfect political choices —
especially after Hamas trounced Fatah in
municipal elections in several West Bank
cities last month.

Disillusionment

Yet even with so much at stake, many are
deeply disillusioned with politics that ap-
pear to have accomplished little for Palesti-
nians, who after more than a decade under
the Palestinian Authority still live in Third
World conditions in West Bank and Gaza.

According to the World Bank, 43 per cent
of Palestinians live below the poverty line,
23 per cent are unemployed, a figure that
reaches 60 per cent among youth in refugee
camps. Just 66,000 of the West Bank and
Gaza’s 3.3 million Palestinians work in Is-
rael, down from 150,000 before the second
intifada.

Palestinians cite other reasons for cyn-
icism about the elections, in which half the
legislators are chosen from nationwide par-
ty lists and half from geographical districts.

Inits first decade, the Palestinian Legisla-
tive Council has had only alimited impact on
budget and governance issues.

And it is part of a Palestinian Authority
already widely discredited in the eyes of
both Palestinians and Israelis, whose mil-
itary intervention can crush the authority at
will. The violence at every stage of the elec-
tion process — gunmen taking over election
offices and issuing demands, clashes in the
streets disrupting Fatah’s primary voting —
has underscored the authority’s weakness.

And militant factions that don’t participa-
te in the election could still have a decisive
vote. Islamic Jihad, a relatively small but
hard-line group, is boycotting the elections
and has unleashed six suicide attacks against
Israel since February, when Palestinian mil-
itants declared a truce. A major attack that

V'

prompted a massive Israeli crackdown could
undermine any elected government and halt
any progress in the conflict.

Palestinians prefer Fatah when they think
about national issues like the peace process
but increasingly prefer Hamas on local is-
sues, Mr. Shikaki said. A poli he released this
month indicated that Fatah was slated to
beat Hamas 43 per cent to 25 per cent in the
national party-list vote that determines half
of the legislature. But Hamas was on track to
tie Hamas in the local district races that
determine the other half of the seats.

Palestinians seem ambivalent about the
emergence of Hamas, which favours rule by
Islamic law, as a growing political force.

Only about 15 per cent of Palestinians
define themselves as Islamists, in favour of
an Islamic state, according to Mr. Shikaki’s
Palestinian Centre for Policy and Survey Re-
search. About 15 per cent are committed
secularists, and the remaining 70 per cent
Mr. Shikaki calls “traditional Muslims,” who
have increasingly defected from Fatah to
Hamas.

Many who support Hamas’ anti-corrup-
tion agenda remain uncomfortable other
things Hamas has done in areas it controls,
like banning cinemas and alcohol. Randa
Abu Rabiee is experiencing that confusion.
Dr. Rabiee, who favours a Palestinian state
alongside Israel, works on health issues in
Nablus and spent last year in Canada on a
peace and reconciliation programme, said
the participation of the Islamists gave the
election “a new taste, a better taste” — be-
cause it changed the calcified political land-
scape.

But Dr. Rabiee said of the Islamists, “They
are like a knife with two blades.” She resents
Hamas leaders for encouraging young boys
to blow themselves up and fears that if they
win, they will start to interfere in the details
of life, such as her decision not to cover her
hair. “They will say, ‘God gave us the author-
ity,” and they are going to organise our life
the way they want.” —New York Times
News Service
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“Tran unfazed
by sanctions
threat, to carry
on N-research

REUTERS )+ PF“ T >
Tehran, January 14 | © ) t \ L,’]]

IRAN WILL not be deflect
from its drive to develop nuclear
technology if it is referred to the
UN Security Council for possible
sanctions, President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said on Saturday.

"If they want to destroy the
Iranian nation's rights by that
course, they will not succeed,"
Ahmadinejad told a news confer-
ence.

The United States and Euro-
pean Union powers have said
they want to have Iran referred
to the United Nations because it
has failed to allay their suspici-
ons that its nuclear programme
is aimed at developing weapons.

Iran raised the stakes in the
dispute this week by removing
UN seals to gain access to equip-

f ment that purifies uranium,
which can be used for power or, if
highly enriched, in bombs.

Despite repeated questions,
Ahmadinejad declined to clarify
whether the atomic research
work that Iran was resuming
would involve small-scale pro-
duction of enriched uranium, as
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) has said.

The United States, Britain,
Germany and France say talks
with Iran are at a dead end, and

» that they will ask the board of

- theIAEA, the UN nuclear watch-
dog, to pass the case to the UN
Security Council. However, they
have ruled out a military strike
on Iran.

They said this week Iran had
consistently breached its com-
mitments and failed to show its
nuclear activities were peaceful.
Tehran denies it is seeking to de-
velop nuclear weapons and says
it needs nuclear technology only
for electricity.

"We have said time and again
that we don't need nuclear wea-
pons,” Ahmadinejad said. "Nu-
clear weapons are pursued by
those who want to settle every-
thing by bullying others.”

"We want to live in peace side-
by-side with the international
community,” he added.

Ahmadinejad was asked whe-
ther Iran would play the "oil we-
apon" and hold back the world's
second biggest reserves of crude
from hungry energy markets to
retaliate against international
pressure. "We have the necessary
tools to defend our rights,” he
said.

15 JAN 200§ -
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acknowledged in submitting his
resignation that Hamas had
earned the right to form the next
cabinet.

"This is the choice of the

. people." Qureia, a member of

the party's discredited old guard
who did not run for reelection,
told reporters here. "It should be

| respected.”

i Abbas, on the other hand, will

continue to serve the four-year
presidential term he won in an
election a year ago, shortly after
the death of his predecessor,
Yasser Arafat, the founder of
Fatah. Abbas will maintain the
broad power to create national
policy and control the security
services, though he needs
parliamentary approval for his
budget and legislative
proposals. He will also shape
peace policy with Israel as head
of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, which does not
include Hamas.

The arrival of Hamas, formally
known as the Islamic Resistance
Movement, in the Palestinian
Authority as a nearly equal
partner will severely complicate
Abbas's efforts to begin
negotiations with Israel under
the U.S.-backed peace plan
known as the "road map."
Hamas, which emerged in 1987
during the first Palestinian
uprising as an offshoot of
Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood,
favors the creation of a
Palestinian nation on land that
now includes Israel rather than
the road map's two-state
solution.
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Palestinian Elections
Palestinians went to the
polls Wednesday to

f. | choose a 132-member
Palestinian Legislative
Council in their first
parliamentary elections in a decade.

AUDIO

Post's Wilson on Palestinian Elections
The Washington Post's Scott Wilson reports
on the Palestinian Elections from the West
Bank.

Patestinian Parliamentary Elections

What does Hamas's apparent victory mean?
It marks a profound change in the Israeli-
Palestinian struggle. Under presidents
Yasser Arafat and Mahmoud Abbas, the
secular Palestinian government was
committed to the so-called "two-state
solution" -- the negotiated establishment of
an independent,..

FRIDAY, JAN. 27, AT NOON ET

Hamas Gains Power in Palestinian
Election

Washington Post staff writer Scott Wilson,
who is based in Jerusalem, discusses the
significance of Hamas's win in the
Paiestinian elections, its significance for
Arab-Israeli relations and the prospects for
peace in the region.
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The election results stunned
U.S. and Israeli officials, who
have repeatedly stated that they
would not work with a
Palestinian Authority that
included Hamas, which both
countries and the European
Union have designated as a
terrorist organization. In
Washington, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said that a
party could not "have one foot
in politics and the other in
terror. Our position on Hamas
has therefore not changed.”

Javier Solana, the European
Union's foreign policy chief,
said in a statement that the
Palestinian people had "voted
democratically and peacefully."
But, he added, "these results
may confront us with an entirely
new situation which will need to
be analyzed" at a meeting of
European foreign ministers next
week.

Jubilant Hamas leaders
reiterated Thursday that they
had no plans to pursue peace
talks or disarm the party's armed
wing, a condition Israel has set
for beginning negotiations
under the road map. The plan,
which calls for the creation of
an independent Palestinian state
by the end of 2005, has been
frozen during recent years of
violence.

Here in Ramallah, a Fatah
stronghold where Hamas won
every parliamentary seat except
the one reserved for a Christian,
dozens of activists from both
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parties clashed in front of the Palestinian Legislative Council, as the
parliament is formally known.
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The dispute started when a Hamas supporter hung the party's
emerald-green banner above the entrance in place of the national
flag. Fatah activists arrived and tore down the banner, which bears
the Islamic axiom, "There is no God but God, and Muhammad is his
prophet." The fight that ensued was broken up by police officers.
who fired warning shots into the air.
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Hamas Election Victory
Shocks World Microsoft

By RAVI NESSMAN

The Associated Press Today's Microsoft Office lets you share

Friday, January 27, 2006; 1:03 AM your information without losing control.
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- Islamic militant Demo Microsoft Windows
Hamas' landslide victory in Palestinian elections SharePoint" Services &)

unnerved the world Thursday, darkening
prospects for Mideast peace and ending four
decades of rule by the corruption-riddled Fatah Ej 7 Mosoll

Party. 0 Ofﬁce

The parliamentary victory stunned even Hamas
leaders, who mounted a well-organized
-ampaign but have no experience in government.
They offered to share power with President Mahmoud Abbas, the Fatah chief, who said he may go
around the new government to talk peace with [srael.

Underscoring the tensions between the secular Fatah and fundamentalist Hamas, some 3,000 supporters
of the militant group marched through Ramallah and raised their party's green flag over the Palestinian
parliament. Fatah supporters tried to lower the banner. The two sides fought for about 30 minutes,
throwing stones and breaking windows in the building.

Abbas, who was elected last year to a four-year term as president of the Palestinian Authority, has yet to
decide how closely to work with a group that built its clout through suicide bombings. But his Fatah
Party decided not to join a Hamas government, Fatah legislator Saab Erekat said.

"We will be a loyal opposition and rebuild the party." Erekat said after meeting with Abbas.

Hamas won a clear majority in Wednesday's vote, capturing 76 of the 132 seats in parliament, according
+o official, near-complete results released Thursday. The results of the popular vote were not announced.

Four independent candidates backed by Hamas also won seats. Fatah, which has dominated Palestinian
political life since the 1960s but alienated voters because of rampant corruption, got 43 seats. The

remaining went to smaller parties.

Palestinians across the Gaza Strip and West Bank greeted the election results with joy, setting off
fireworks and firing rifles in the air.

But leaders across the world demanded that Hamas, which is branded a terror group by the U.S. and
European Union, renounce violence and recognize Israel.

"If your platform is the destruction of Israel, it means you're not a partner in peace, and we're interested
in peace," President Bush said in Washington.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/26/AR2006012600780 p... 1/27/2006
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Acting Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said Israel will not negotiate with a Palestinian government
that includes Hamas members, and senior Cabinet officials held an emergency meeting to discuss the
repercussions of the vote. Acting Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni asked the EU not to deal with a "terror
government."

Hamas leaders immediately took to the international _and even [sraeli _airwaves to send out a
moderate message.

"Don't be afraid," Ismail Haniyeh, a Hamas leader, told the BBC.

Mahmoud Zahar, another Hamas leader, said the group would extend its year-old truce if Israel
reciprocates. "If not, then I think we will have no option but to protect our people and our land," he said.

At a victory news conference late Thursday, however, Haniyeh said Hamas will "complete the liberation
of other parts of Palestine." He did not say which territories he was referring to or how he would go
about it.

Hamas has largely adhered to the cease-fire declared last February, while a smaller militant group,
“slamic Jihad, carried out six suicide bombings against Israelis during that period.

Abbas said he remained committed to peace talks and suggested they be conducted through the Palestine
Liberation Organization rather than the Palestinian Authority. That could help him sidestep a Hamas-run
government in peace talks.

"I am committed to implementing the program on which you elected me a year ago," he said in a
televised speech. "It is a program based on negotiations and peaceful settlement with Israel.”

Prime Minister Ahmed Qureia and his Cabinet resigned to make room for a Hamas-led government.

The Islamic group quickly reached out to Abbas to try to work out a partnership, Haniyeh said, adding
that he did not expect the Palestinian leader to resign.

Hamas leaders had said before the vote they would be content to be a junior partner in the next
government. The group campaigned mainly on cleaning up the Palestinian Authority _ downplaying the
conflict with Israel _and Zahar said Thursday that Hamas planned to overhaul the government.

"We are going to change every aspect, as regards the economy, as regards industry, as regards
agriculture, as regards social aid, as regards health, administration, education," he said.

Some experts believed the Hamas victory would force it to moderate. Others feared it would embolden
the group to remake Palestinian life in keeping with its strict interpretation of Islam.

“We don't want the Palestinian people and cause to be isolated. We don't want a theocracy," said
independent lawmaker Hanan Ashrawi. "Hamas promises reform, sure they will do that, I would like to
see reform. But what worries me is things like legislation on education, culture, social welfare, the
ramifications for peace in the future."

Hamas' victory was cheered in the Arab world, though many said they feared the group would become
even more radical under pressure from its hard-line backers, Syria and Iran.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/26/AR2006012600780 p... 1/27/2006
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The rise of Hamas was certain to be a key issue in Israel's March 28 election.

"Today, Hamastan was formed, a representative of Iran and in the image of the Taliban," said Benjamin
Netanyahu, leader of the opposition Likud Party. Labor Party politician Ami Ayalon, a former head of
the Shin Bet security service, said Israel might have to change the route of its West Bank security barrier
because of the Hamas victory.

Immediately upon taking power, Hamas will be confronted with an avalanche of issues, including what
to do about the Palestinian security services, which are comprised of hard-core Fatah members, said
Basem Ezbidi, a political science professor at the West Bank's Bir Zeit University. "It's not going to be
easy for Hamas to govern these bodies," he said.

Others expected Hamas to fold its own fighters into the security forces.

Hamas' victory virtually ruled out a resumption of stalled peace efforts, and could push Israel to take
further unilateral moves to set its permanent borders, following last year's Gaza pullout.

It also could jeopardize hundreds of millions of dollars in foreign donations to the cash-strapped
“alestinian Authority.

Speaking at a news conference, Bush did not directly answer a question about the fate of U.S. aid to the
Palestinians, though he suggested Hamas' victory could have an impact. "I made it very clear that the
United States does not support political parties that want to destroy our ally Israel, and that people must
renounce that part of their platform," he said.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice is to meet in London on Monday with U.N., Russian and European
leaders as the so-called "Quartet" of would-be international peacemakers evaluates the results and tries
to decide how to proceed.

"The Quartet reiterates its view that there is a fundamental contradiction between armed group and
militia activities and the building of a democratic state." State Department spokesman Sean McCormack
said. "A two-state solution to the conflict requires all participants in the democratic process to renounce
violence and terror, accept Israel's right to exist, and disarm, as outlined in the 'road map."

It will be almost impossible for Israel and the Palestinians to sever ties completely. Much of their

ifrastructure, including water and electricity networks, is intertwined, and the vast majority of
Palestinian imports pass through Israeli-controlled borders. Hamas ministers would also need Israeli
permission to travel between the West Bank and Gaza.

© 2006 The Associated Press
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Diplomacy Microsoft
Hamas Emerges as Significant Force Despite

U.S. Efforts Today's Microsoft Office helps you

By Glenn Kessler organize your inbox with

Washington Post Staff Writer search folders and quick flags.
Thursday, January 26, 2006; A19

L Get more out of Outlook* &
The Bush administration has strongly urged
Palestinian leaders not to permit any Hamas
members into the Palestinian cabinet, but D e | Microsoll
¥ od B .
yesterday's better-than-expected electoral L u Offlce
showing by a group labeled a terrorist L
organization by the United States greatly
complicates the administration's diplomacy in
ae region, U.S. officials said yesterday.

Hamas, which is dedicated to the destruction of Israel, appears to have ridden a wave of popular disgust
at the perceived corruption and incompetence of the ruling Fatah Party. Exit polls indicate Fatah will
have only a slim edge over Hamas in the Palestinian Legislative Council, giving Hamas a strong claim
to a role in the government.

Fatah in theory may still be able to form a government that excludes Hamas -- formally the Islamic
Resistance Movement -- but Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has expressed hope that by bringing
Hamas into the political process, it will become a partner in seeking a peace accord with Israel.

The results also suggested the risks inherent in the Bush administration's campaign to bring democracy
to the Middle East. Administration spokesmen officially celebrated the "historic moment" for the
Palestinians while officials privately reeled at the outcome.

Bush administration officials had hoped Hamas would get as little as 20 percent of the vote. The
Washington Post reported Sunday that the United States had spent $2 million in recent weeks to
promote the Palestinian Authority, and by extension Fatah, in a campaign that kept U.S. involvement
hidden. Before yesterday, officials were bracing for Hamas to receive 30 to 40 percent of the vote; exit
polls indicated that Hamas topped 40 percent of the seats.

U.S. officials, from President Bush on down, reiterated that the United States will not deal with Hamas
as long as it does not renounce violence.

"A political party, in order to be viable, is one that professes peace, in my judgment, in order that it will
keep the peace," Bush said in an interview with the Wall Street Journal yesterday. "And so you're
getting a sense of how I'm going to deal with Hamas if they end up in positions of responsibility. And
the answer is: not until you renounce your desire to destroy Israel will we deal with you."

Bush's statement left open the possibility that the United States would not reject a Palestinian

government that includes Hamas, but instead that the United States would not work directly with cabinet
ministers who have Hamas connections. There is a precedent for this approach: The Bush administration

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/25/AR2006012502100 p... 1/27/2006
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already works with the Lebanese government, even though one cabinet member is a member of
Hezbollah, also labeled a terrorist group.

The U.S. ambassador to Israel, Dick Jones, was quoted this week in the Israeli newspaper Haaretz as
saying the Lebanese model might serve as a guide for dealing with the Palestinian Authority if Hamas
joins the government. Jones has told officials in Washington the remarks were made at a dinner party
and were taken out of context.

One major issue is that the United States has much more extensive dealings with the Palestinian
Authority than it does with Lebanon. Hamas has indicated it would like to obtain ministerial portfolios
that touch on social services, raising questions about whether some of the hundreds of millions of dollars
in annual U.S. aid could continue to flow to certain public works projects if they are overseen by a
Hamas cabinet member.

Moreover, with Israel facing critical elections in March, the administration must deal carefully with the
emerging Palestinian government.

The administration must also hold together its allies in the peace process, particularly the European
“Inion. Last late year, the sponsors of the "road map" peace plan, known as the Quartet, issued a
statement saying that "a future Palestinian Authority cabinet should include no member who has not
committed to the principles of Israel's right to exist in peace and security and an unequivocal end to
violence and terrorism."

But that statement was not categorical, and some European officials have indicated in recent days that
instead of the black-and-white view expressed by the United States, perhaps Hamas needed greater
encouragement to make a break with its past, much like the Irish Republican Army. One U.S. official
sighed that the European Union was like the "International House of Pancakes -- there are a ton of
waftles there."

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice will meet in London next week with her counterparts from the
European Union, Russia and the United Nations to try to reach an agreement. "There will be a very
healthy debate about how to encourage Hamas to eschew violence and get into the political process."
one diplomat involved in the discussions said.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Palestinians' Risky Elections
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WITH LEGISLATIVE elections due Wednesday, the Palestinian territories

are approaching a state of anarchy. Armed gangs roam the Gaza Strip --

taking foreign hostages, firing rockets at Israel, attacking government

offices and occasionally each other -- all without serious impediment by

official security forces. Economic activity is choked by the continuing The

violence and Israeli border controls. The Palestinian Authority itself is ANYONE CAN

bankrupt, its international aid suspended because of its inability to control

its own payroll. The balloting itself may provoke considerable violence by MESS WITH

gunmen who fear losing their funding. MY WORK
era is over.

That the election is nevertheless likely to go forward, with the support of
both Israel and the Bush administration, reflects the calculation that a
suspension might cause even greater chaos. The voting's greatest beneficiary
is likely to be the Islamic movement Hamas, which is participating in a
Palestinian national election for the first time and expects to win control of
at least a third of the legislature. If denied that chance to gain power, Hamas
would likely return to open war against Israel and maybe against the
Palestinian Authority. The hope offered by the election is that it will lead the
Islamic movement further down a political path that could eventually lead to
its disarmament.

Hamas's prospective success has less to do with its fundamentalist platform -
- which it has substantially moderated for the sake of the campaign -- than
with voters' disgust with the ruling Fatah movement. Riddled with rivalries
and weighed down by the corrupt clique of leaders favored by Yasser .
Arafat, Fatah has been unable to reform itself. Voters rightly blame its Q 7y Microsoit
undisciplined militias, often little more than local bands of armed thugs, for J Offlce
much of the violence in Gaza. Though he embraces all the right principles, Sl
President Mahmoud Abbas has proved utterly incapable of imposing order
-ven on his own movement.

By contrast, Hamas's military wing is disciplined; it has maintained a cease-fire with Israel for nearly a
year. Its leaders emphasize their plans to fight corruption and provide better education and health care to
a much-deprived population.

Mr. Abbas and other Palestinian moderates hope that once its elected representatives take seats in the
legislature and possibly the cabinet, Hamas will choose to extend its cease-fire and allow peace
negotiations to go forward. That is certainly what Palestinians want: A recent poll showed that 65
percent want the truce to continue and nearly 80 percent want negotiations to resume. Israel's acting
prime minister, Ehud Olmert, offered the prospect of renewed talks if the Palestinian Authority disarmed
militants after the elections, but virtually no one in Israel expects that will happen. On the contrary,
Israeli security authorities are bracing for a new wave of Palestinian terrorist attacks between now and
Israel's upcoming elections in late March. Hamas insists it will not disarm, though some leaders speak of
integrating its fighters into a unified Palestinian security force.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/21/AR2006012100906 p... 1/24/2006
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Having prescribed democracy as an essential condition for a Palestinian state, the Bush administration
can hardly stand in the way of electoral participation by a movement that represents a large fraction of
Palestinians. It must hope that Hamas eventually will embrace democracy as the sole means of
advancing its agenda, rather than as a mere tool to prevent its own disarmament or any Palestinian
concessions to Israel, and that it will feel obliged to moderate its tactics and agenda while serving in
government. Whether or not that happens, a Palestinian Authority backed by Hamas may be able to
restore a semblance of order to Gaza. In the dismal present circumstances, that would be a step forward.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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he trial resumes next month for internationally

acclaimed Turkish novelist Orhan Pamuk, who

commented last year in a Swiss newspaper on the

massacre of 30,000 Kurds and one million Arme-
nians on Turkish soil during World War I. He was charged by
public prosecutors under a controversial Turkish law, Arti-
cle 301, for “denigrating Turkishness.” The criminal insult
provision in this law states: “Where insulting being a Turk is
committed by a Turkish citizen in a foreign country, the
penalty to be imposed shall be increased by one third.” The
Turkish Penal Code also stipulates that when an offence is
committed through the print or other mass media, the
penalties are automatically increased. This is an outrageous
measure against free speech. The trial, which opened in
December, was postponed for whatever reason. Around the
same time, several nationalist lawyers petitioned Turkish
prosecutors to file criminal charges against Mr. Pamuk for
insulting the military. This stemmed from Mr. Pamuk’s
reported remark to the prominent German newspaper, Die
Welt, that the military was a threat to democratisation in
Turkey. Prosecutors decided there were no grounds for
these charges, and some nationalist lawyers plan to appeal
this decision. Although Mr. Pamuk has made it clear he is
unwilling to be perceived as the poster boy of Western
democracy, these events have raised international concerns
about the criminalisation of free speech in Turkey. A group
of observers from the European Parliament went so far as to
say that if Turkey did not modify Article 301, the chances of
its being admitted into the European Union would be se-
verely diminished.

The sequernce of events also adds definition to an observed
phenomenon that Mr. Pamuk discusses in a recent article in
The New Yorker, which is the rise of nationalist fanaticism
(which is distinct from religious extremism) in rapidly grow-
ing economies. According to him, this trend can be seen in
secular countries where globalisation has fostered rapid
growth. The newly rich ruling class becomes fiercely protec-
tive of the country’s international image in the interests of
preserving its standing in the international ‘market.’ It does
this by brandishing its nationalism and frequently using
state power to suppress and undermine dissent in society in
the name of national unity. This then injures a nation’s
commitment to freedom of expression, a core value that
ranks high when it comes to assessing democracy and long-
term stability in a country. Mr. Pamuk’s caveat is that the
West’s credibility in this regard has been severely damaged
by the lies told about the war in Iraq. As far as Turkey is
concerned, although changes to offending laws may be on
the drawing board, the need honestly and urgently to con-
front the often painful truths of history through free debate
and critical discussion must be placed at the heart of its
effort to emerge as a truly secular and democratic nation,
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+° Uncertainty
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ver the last few months, Ariel Sharon, known as
the “butcher of Shatilla” for his role in the attack
on Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, was
trying to create an altogether new legacy so that
history could judge him differently. But as the battle-hard-
ened Israeli Prime Minister would have known only too
well, uncertainty dogs even the best-laid plans. In his case, it
was a sudden stroke, which, even if he survives, has removed
him as a player in Israeli politics — and in the most in-
tractable conflicts of modern history. It seems now that at
best, he will leave behind a plan for the region that has as
many ambiguities as hopes attached to it. Only a month ago,
Prime Minister Sharon broke away from the right wing
Likud to form Kadima or ‘Forward’, a new party. The move
came months after Israel’s dramatic pull-out of troops as
well as settlers from Gaza. The decision enraged the Israeli
Right that saw it as the ultimate betrayal by aleader who was
an architect of the occupation. For the Israeli Left, the
disengagement smacked of unilateralism that, unless ac-
companied by a peace process, would not lead to a solution
of the West Asian crisis. Mr. Sharon believed he could build a
‘middle ground’ by selling his plan of withdrawal from the
occupied territories as the realistic way forward. From the
popularity of Kadima in the days before its leader was
incapacitated, it seemed that voters in the March parlia-
mentary election were prepared to give him and his road-
map a chance.

Did this map contain two states, the only acceptable
solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict? Mr. Sharon was
convinced two states would come into existence when the
withdrawal was complete and a wall built to keep Pal-
estinians out of Israel. But there was no guarantee the
Palestinians would get a just deal on territory, or that Israel
would emerge ‘secure,” especially as he was determined to
annex the larger blocks of Zionist settlements in the West
Bank. How he proposed to deal with the issue of Jerusalem is
also not clear. The strengthening of Hamas, a powerful
extremist contender in the January 25 Palestinian Author-
ity elections, appears to be a consequence of his unilateral-
ism. It did much to undermine the Government of
Mahmoud Abas and the Fatah party. But the future is un-
certain for both the disengagement plan and Kadima, a party
built on the larger-than-life image of its leader. The abrupt
end of Mr. Sharon’s political career gives Likud, led by the
hardline Benjamin Netanyahu, a chance to retrieve some
political space. It also gives Labour, under the enlightened
leadership of Amir Peretz who wants negotiations with the
Palestinians, an opportunity to woo the centrist vote. Much
will depend on the results of the Palestinian Authority
election — a strong showing by Hamas is likely to spur a
hardline one-upmanship in the Knesset elections. With doc-
tors making slow progress in their efforts to wake Mr.
Sharon from his induce}eoma, the future of the region is as
uncertain as ever.
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In hostility and i in peace-making he refused toyield to c1rcumstances Israel will miss his leadership, says DAVID GROSSMAN

RIELSHARON is figh-

ting for his life. He’s a

man of potent primal ur-
ges, of violence, of combat, cunn-
ing and brilliant, a sharp manipu-
lator, brave and corrupt. He has
swung like a mighty pendulum
between construction and destru-
ction, and blatantly ignored limits,
whether international boundaries
or the boundaries of the law. Cle-
arly, he hasseen himself as a man

destined to make history, notone .

whoyields to circumstances.

Time after time, Sharon insti-
gated large-scale political and
military manoeuvres meant to
change the world utterly, to
make it fit his own vision. He al-
ways did so with determination,
sometimes with brutality, with-
out regard for what means he
used to achieve his ends.

Even his sworn opponents are
concerned today. They are wor-
ried about the huge vacuum that
has suddenly opened in the Is-
raelileadership.

Because Sharon, in an amazi-
ngly short time, has metamorpho-

sed from being one of the men

most hated and feared by most
Israelis into a respected leader,
accepted and even muchloved by
his people. He has become akind
of big, powerful father figure
whom Israelis are willing to foll-
ow, with their eyes closed, to whe-
rever he may lead them. Their
faith in him is so great that they
do not even demand that he tell
them which direction he plans to
g0, or what his foreign policy will
be, or what state of affairs he in-
tends to create for them.

No one, not even the governm-
ent ministers closest to him, knew
Wednesday night — fewer than
90 days before the upcoming ele-
ctions — whether Sharon inten-
ded, after his re-election, to com-
mence peace negotiations with
the Palestinians or to conduct an-
other large, unilateral withdrawal
in the West Bank. Suspending
their right to know, Israelis have
preferred to put their future in
Sharon’s hands, to put aside their
personal judgement and their
nght to information and to eriti-
cise their country’s policies.

With the huge swell of support
the public has given Sharon’snew

political party, the Israeli majority
has said to Sharon: “We trustyou
to do the right thing, and we don’t
evenwant to know the details.”
Here are afew events and stat-
ements about Sharon that have
been etched in the Israeli conscio-
usness. They offer one possible
portrayal (just one, because his
personality is complexenough to
allow several). David Ben-Gu-

rion, Israel’s legendary first prime
minister, said in the 1950s of the
young, bold and brilliant officer:
“If he could overcome his bad
habit of not telling the truth, he
could be an exemplary military
leader.” Menachem Begin, pre-
mier in the 1980s, said: “Sharon
is liable to surround the prime
minister’s office with tanks.”
Inthe ’50s, when he wielded no
little influence on the Israeli ar-
my’sway of thinking and carrying
out its missions, he was an officer

inthe elite Unit 101. Then he was
known for his violent, brutal and
extreme treatment of Arabs, both
combatants and innocent civili-
ans. His commanders, such as
Moshe Dayan, warned him about
his disdain for human life, includ-
ing the lives of his own soldiers.
Time after time, his advance-
ment in the military hierarchy
was blocked because of reserva-

tions and severe criticism of his
behavior by his superior officers.
In 1972, as general of the sout-
hern command, he conducted a
campaign to expel Palestinians
from Gaza in order to make
room for Israeli settlements. Tens
of thousands of Palestinians were
cruelly, violently displaced. Their
homes were destroyed and their
wellsfilled in. That was the begin-
ning of Sharon’s career as the ar-
chitect and contractor of Israel’s
settlement enterprise.

It is difficult to imagine how
the hundreds of flourishing Isracli
settlements in the occupied terri-
tories could have been built with-
out his determination, his questi-
onable methods and his ideologi-
cal fervour. As a politician, he
built more and more, making
sure to locate them so that they
would sever Arab population
centers one from the other, and
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Israel faces a
period of political
instability. For now
we can only mourn
the fact that only in
their eighth decade
do Israeli leaders
realise that force is
not a solution and
that we must walk
the painful and
inevitable road
to peace

serve as obstacles to any accom-
modation with the Palestinians.
After the 1973 war (in which
he commanded the division that
crossed the Suez), Sharon enter-
ed politics. As a member of the
Knesset and as a minister, he opp-
osed the peace treaty with Egypt,
virulently opposed the Oslo ac-
cords with the Palestinians, even
opposed the peace treaty with
Jordan. In 1982, when he served

as minister of defence, he took .

advantage of the confidence of
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his PM, Begin, and entangled Is-
rael in the Lebanon war. Tho-
usands died on both sides, and Is-
rael’s forces spent the next 18
years deep in the Lebanese mire.

His conduct during the Le-
banon war, and his responsibility
for the massacre that Lebanese
Christians carried out against
Palestinians in the refugee camps
of Sabra and Shatila, led an offi-
cial commission of inquiry to dis-
qualify him from serving as de-
fence minister. His visit to the
Temple Mount in 2000, when
tension between Israel and the
Palestinians was combustible,
was the match that set off the
bloody Al Agsa intifada.

But a short time after he was
elected prime minister, a change
came over him. No one predicted
it. At that point in his life, Sharon
seems to have reached the con-
clusion that Israel could not
achieve any further territorial or
diplomatic gains and that he had
to concentrate on securing what
the country had achieved so far.
We can only presume that, when
he viewed events in Israel, he saw
that the country appeared to be
losing its way, that its people were
in despair about the conflict,
which seemed to have turned
into an endless, low-grade war.

The Geneva initiative —a pro-
cess of informal negotiations bet-
ween leading Israelis and Palesti-
nians— produced an alternative,
nongovernmental peace plan
that pressured Sharon to set out
on the most surprising and bold-
est gambit of his life. He realised
that the land had to be partitioned
between its two peoples, that the
occupation could not continue,
that the Palestinians would have
their own state and that thous-
ands of Israeli settlerswould have
tobe evacuated from Gaza.

Just ashe had done every other
time he tried to change the world,
he carried out the Gaza disengag-
ement with his signature dete-
rmination and brutality, with vir-
tuoso political manipulation. He
established facts unilaterally, dis-
playing personal and public co-
urage that can only be admired.

What will happen now? Israel
1sademocracy, but we are witne-
ssing a phenomenon that recalls

The Incomparabl e Ariel Sharon

what happensin totalitarian states
when a leader leaves the stage.
Sharon’s rule was so centralised
andtotal that it seems as if there is
no one who can take his place.
The clear will of the majority is
to end the conflict with the Palest-
inians and establish, finally, Isra-
el's permanent borders. Yet the
initial impression is that no other
Israelileader would have the po-
litical backing to take the difficuit
and painful steps necessary to re-
ach this goal. Bloodletting was
avoided during the evacuation of
Gaza in large measure because
most Israelis obediently accepted
the authority and will of Sharon.
The people saw Sharon as the-
ir unchallenged, natural leader,
mature, wise. He became a kind
of “democraticmonarch”. Was it
his physical presence, his huge
farm in the Negev, his profound.
connection to the land, his tales
of heroism? Something about
him said power, confidence and
stability. It linked him to Jewish
warriors and heroes of past ages.
Israelis compared him to Bar-
Kochba, to Judah Maccabee. His
masses of admirers replaced
King David’s name with Sharon’s
nickname in a familiar folk song
and sang “Arik, King of Israel”.
Israel faces a period of politi-
cal instability. There is no way of
knowing who will be its next lead-
er, but we can lament that we will
probably miss, or put off for an
uncertain period of time, the gre-
atopportunity that Sharon creat-
edwhen he set Israel on the road
to the end of the occupation. Ev-
en if he did so while completely
ignoring the Palestinians, and did
nothing to shore up the other
side, which must be our partners
in peace, we cannot but admire
his courage and determination.
For now, we can only mourn
the fact that only in their eighth
decade do Israeli leaders realise
that force is not a solution, that
concessions and compromises
are necessary, and that we must
walk the painful but inevitable
road to peace.

David Grossman, an Israeli, is the
author of ‘Death as a Way of Life:
Israel Ten Years After Oslo’

LA Times-Washington Post



' Peace process on tegigrhooks

ffect MidEast

\

Jerusjlem/Washington: An era of huge
upheavil in Israeli politics and the Middle
East pedce process has been heralded with
doctors saying Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon is unlikely ever to return to
work after a stroke left him in a coma and
clinging to life on a respirator.

Sharon’s possible exit from the political
scenario takes on added significance with
elections coming up in both Israel and
Palestine and the peace plan he has begun
having reached a crucial juncture. Place
this against a backdrop of controversies
and unrest across the Middle East, and the
world is left with a simmering cocktail of
uncertainty and fear.

The list of uncertainties bedeviling the
Middle East has grown longer and deeper:
Palestinian factions fighting each other in
the streets, the unending war and relent-
less insurgency in Iragq, the rising political
clout of Islamic militants in Egypt, politi-
cal uncertainty in Syria and Lebanon,
Iran’s conflict with the West over its nu-
clear programme. Now there’s another: the
direction Israel will take with Sharon un-
likely to return to power.

“This makes a complicated picture even
harder to sort out,” said Ehsan Ahrari, a
political analyst in virginia. “The old
structures of the Middle East are gone or
they are imploding.”

Sharon sensed the shifts. The former
war hero once gave Israeli forces full rein
to battle the Palestinian uprising, which he
helped restart by his September 2000 visit
near Jerusalem’s Al Agsa Mosque, one of
the most important sites in Islam.

But then Sharon surprised the world by
pushing a peace process on his terms: seal-
ing off Palestinian lands and forcing Is-
raeli settlers out of the Gaza Strip. It gave
1.3 million Palestinians a degree of self-
rule, but also amplified power struggles
opened by the death of Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat in 2004.

Leaders from across the world sent wish-
es to Jerusalem for a speedy recovery,
aware that Sharon’s fate could profoundly
alter the political dynamics in the Middle
East. Israelis believe they need Sharon now
more than ever. A part of his popularity
among them stems from a belief the man
nicknamed ‘The Bulldozer’ can take bold
steps others would not get away with, giv-
en his background as the archetypal hawk.

Political analysts said the election,
which Sharon had been widely expected to
win as head of his new centrist Kadima
party, would become an open race if he
died or was incapacitated. But two opinion
polls published in newspapers on Friday
suggested that under present vice-premier
Ehud Olmert, Kadima would still win

G \éharon’s Exit From Politics May Dramat?cally

P

around 40 of parliament’s 120 seats—well

ahead of Likud, the rightist party Sharon

abandoned, and the centre-left Labour.
Many Palestinians, with the notable ex-

ception of the militants, feel Sharon, who'

has been long reviled in the Arab world, is
of use right now. Palestinian National Au-
thority President Mahmud Abbas said,
“We see (Sharon’s hospitalisation) as an
important and serious event and are fol-
lowing with great concern any harm that
may come to him.” He telephoned Sharon’s
office to wish him a speedy recovery.

Sharon suffered his stroke at a crucial
juncture, as he was fighting for re-election
on a promise to end conflict with the Pales-
tinians. He undertook bold initiatives to
make Israel withdraw from Gaza and form
Kadima. They were seen in the West as key
steps toward peace in the region.

In the US, the Bush administration, plan-
ning for a Middle East without Sharon, ex-
pressed hope on Thursday that Israel
would stick to his policies.

The US administration was almost open-
1y hoping that Sharon would win the elec-
tion and take another set of bold steps, per-
haps withdrawing from other parts of the
West Bank. Now there are doubts whether
a successor will have the political strength

or desire to follow that path.

“Sharon’s illness is a major setback to
the administration,” said Aaron David
Miller, a scholar at the Woodrow Wilson In-
ternational Center and a former Middle
East adviser in several administrations.
“Disengagement was not only Israel’s poli-
cy but America’s.” Among the Palestini-
ans, Sharon is still a villain. They have
long suspected Sharon’s plans for ending
conflict meant he would dictate terms that
would leave them only fragments of the
state they seek. agencies & NYT News Service
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Israeli poli

MIness dashes hopes of a

new political equation

BRIAN Whitaker
UST A few weeks ago there
was a feeling that Ariel
Sharon, the master tactici-
an, had finally broken the
mould of Israeli politics. With his
plans held hostage by the right
wing of the Likud party, he decid-
ed to call their bluff by breaking
away and forming his own group.
It was a huge gamble, but it seem-
ed to be working. Other Likud
members joined his new party, as
well as the former Labour leader,
Shimon Peres. For a time it
looked as though Sharon, the old
warhorse who had been nick-
named “the bulldozer”, would be-
come the man who gave birthto a
party of the political centre.

Wednesday’s events called all
that into question. A doctor said
he had suffered a “significant
stroke” which, even if he sur-
vives, means that his capacity to
fight the forthcoming general
election against a Likud led by
Binyamin Netanyahu must be se-
riously in doubt.

Constitutionally, the position is
that if the prime minister be.
comes incapacitated the deputy
premier will assume the post for
100 days. After that, Israel’s cere-
monial president will meet politi-
calleaders and choose someone to
form a coalition government. But
Sharon’s newly formed Kadima
party — which is still in the
process of establishing its organ-
isation and raising campaign
funds — now finds itself without
an effective leader.

The group includes a mix of
politicians who have left the hard-
line Likud party and dovish
Labour party If Sharon cannot
run, potential replacements in-
clude Peres, the justice minister
Tzipi Livni and the finance min-
ister Ehud Olmert. Since Kadima
grew out of Likud, it is unlikely
that it would choose Peres be-
cause of his Labour background.

Olmert (60) joined the national
government in 2003 after a decade
as mayor of Jerusalem and be-
came Sharon’s closest and most
outspoken ally in Likud, as hema-
1oeuvred to overcome internal

utiny over the Gaza pullout

1. Olmert has gained a reputa-
for floating vaguely dovish

ideas on defusing conflict with
the Palestinians, such as a more
significant pullout in the West
Bank.

Livni (47), the most senior
woman inSharon’s inner circle,
hails from a well-known ultra-na-
tionalist family, but has endorsed
ceding some occupied land to the
Palestinians as a pragmatic way
to preserve Israel’s Jewish major-
ity — if not to achieve a peace
agreement.

Another possible successor is
Shaul Mofaz. Mofaz, born in 1948,
became defence minister in 2003
after five years as army chief,
which capped a 35-year military
career including stints in special
forces and a role in a 1976 com-
mando rescue of Israelis held at
Entebbe airport after a hijack.

A security hawk, Mofaz adopt-
ed harsh tactics towards the
Palestinians, such as air strikes
and house demolitions, but he
staunchly backed Sharon’s plan
to pull out of the Gaza Strip, and
approves of future talks on a
Palestinian state, provided they
first disarm militants and carry
out security reforms.

In theory this is a disastrous
position for Kadima to be in, just
three months away from the elec-
tion. However, it is also possible to
envisage a scenario where if Sha-
ron dies or is incapacitated for a
long time, Kadima might be swept
to electoral success on a wave of
sympathy by voters eager to see
the party carry on where he left
off. How it will actually turn out
is, at this stage, anyone’s guess.

Sharon’s illness also poses
questions for Washington. De-
spite his age — he will be 78 next
month — the Bush administra-
tion has tended to view him as a
permanent fixture on the Israeli
political scene and has shaped its
policies accordingly.

Despite his record over the de-
cades, Sharon has recently tried
to position himself as a peace-
maker. The question that still can-
not be definitively answered,
though, is whether his withdraw-
al from Gaza was intended to be
the start of a process that would
lead to a Palestinian state or
merely a device for avoiding it.

Now, perhaps, we shall never
know. The Guardian
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Global reactions

® Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas offered
his best wishes for Ariel Sharon's recovery in
a phone call to the office of the ailing Israeli
prime minister. Prime Minister Ahmed
Qureia said, “No doubt, this is an event that
will have an impact, not only on Israel, but
also the region.” ’

B US President George W, Bush, in a message
said, “On behalf of all Americans, we send
our best wishes and hopes to the prime min-
ister and his family.”

® “To anyone who entertains any notion to try
and exploit this situation ... the security
forces and IDF (Israeli military) are ready for
any kind of challenge,” Sharon spokesman
Raanan Gissin said

= French President Jacques Chirac, who shares
a love-hate relationship with Israel, sent get-
well wishes saying that the ailing leader’s
“courageous” peace efforts must continue
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uncertainty

REUTERS
Acting Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert sits next to Ariel Sharon’s empty chair during an emergency Cabinet meeting.

Israelis stunned,
enemies rejoice

REUTERS
Jerusalem, January 5

STUNNED ISRAELIS
were glued to radio and
television sets on Thurs-
day, desperate for news of
Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon as he fought for
his life after undergoing
surgery for a massive
cerebral haemorrhage.

At Judaism’s Western
Wall, worshippers prayed
for the 77-year-old former
general.

But news the bulky
leader was in critical con-
dition was greeted with
celebrations among Pales-
tinians in the Gaza Strip
and ultranationalist Is-
raelis, groups with noth-
ing in common but their
loathing for the man nick-
named “The Bulldozer”.

On buses and in shops,
radio stations played
melancholy music be-
tween updates on Sharon’s
condition and interviews
with medical experts. “It’s
a shame that he has gone,”
said salesman David Day-
an as he rushed to work in
Jerusalem. “It’s fate”.

Israeli television stati-

ons carried little but
updates from Jerusalem’s
Hadassah Hospital and
analysis of the potential
fallout from Sharon’s con-
dition. “The Israeli pub-
lic is suffering from con-
fusion and stress, anxiety
and a feeling of unreality.
Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon will not return to
the political arena,”
wrote Maya Bangal on
the Maariv newspapers
NRG website.

Elsewhere,
foes celebrated.

Ultranationalists who
fought bitterly against Is-
rael’s withdrawal from
Gaza last year raised
glasses of wine in a toast
when they heard that
Sharon was in critical
condition.

“The angels listened to
our prayers,” Michael
Ben-Horin, a member of
the anti-Arab Kach group.

News of Sharon’s ill-
ness was greeted with cel-
ebrations in the Gaza
Strip, where Palestinian
children held up signs say-
ing “Sharon go to hell”
and gave out sweets to
mark the occasion.

Sharon’s

—

1928 - Bom to 1967 -
Russian immigrants Cor-

in war with Arab
states Ar’

Israeli leader a
another crossroad

1973 - Resigned 1977 - Elected to Knesset again
1977-81 - Minister of Agriculture

from anmy but

Ariel Sharon, 77, Israel's oldest serving prime minister. suffered
a cerebral hemorrhage Wednesday and underwent surgery. Powers
were transferred to his deputy, Vice Premier Ehud Olmert.
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Security
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i Prime

Minister
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~ Hamas reject

London: The militant Palestin-
ian group Hamas won time on
Monday from a wary European
Union, Russia and the US to
wipe the blood off its hands, re-
nounce violence and recognise
Israel’s right to exist before it
forms the next Palestinian gov-
ernment.

" Meeting in London in the
wake of Hamas’s stunning vic-
tory in last week’s Palestinian
elections, the diplomatic Quar-
tet on Middle East peace—
which also includes the United
Nations—pledged to keep mon-
ey flowing into Palestinian

leader Mahmud Abbas’s inter- -

im caretaker administration.

“We do believe that Abu
Mazen needs to be supported,”
said US secretary of state Con-
doleezza Rice, using Abbas’s
nom de guerre, ensuring that
funds will be available to pay for
Palestinian police officers and
civil servants.

But the Quartet warned that
the Palestinians’ critical lifeline
of foreign aid could be lost in the
longer term unless Hamas—per-
petrator of deadly suicide bomb
attacks on Israelis-—abandons
violence, recognises Israel and

H P,
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UN chief Kofi Annan, US secretary of state Condoleezza Rice and
EU representative Javier Solana warned Palestinians could lose aid
unless Hamas abandoned violence and recognised Israel

embraces the diplomatic “roap
map”’ to peace.

That blueprint to peace envi-
sions an independent Palestin-
ian nation living side by side
with the Jewish state.

The Hamas movement swiftly
rejected demands from the in-
ternational Quartet seeking
West Asia peace, which the rad-
ical group said served only Is-

rael’s interests.

“The conditions posed by the
Quartet (UN, US, Europe, Rus-
sia) constitute pressure which
serves the interests of Israel
and not the Palestinian people,”
Hamas M P and spokesman
Mosheer Al Masri said.

“The main problem is the (Is-
raeli) occupation and not the
democratic choice made by the

conditions for aid

Palestinian people,” he said.
“We call on the international
community to respect the re-
sults of the elections, for our
part we are willing to have co-
operation with the world.”

With three months likely to
pass before a new Palestinian
government is formed, the
Quartet’s stance amounts to a
watch period for Hamas to
change its stripes if it wants to
be accepted as a serious partner
in the peace process. A senior
Hamas leader, Ismail Haniya,
appealed earlier on Monday in
Gaza City to the Quartet to meet
the radical Islamist organisa-
tion for “a dialogue without pre-
liminary conditions and in a
spirit of neutrality”.

Israel meanwhile declared
that it has decided to freeze
funds to the Palestinian Author-
ity fearing the money could end
up being used to attack and kill
Israeli citizens.

Two million shekels ($35 mil-
lion)—drawn mainly sales tax
revenues and customs duties on
Palestinian-bound goods pass-
ing through Israel—were due to
be handed over to the Palestin-
ian Authority on Wednesday. ase
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“Hamas ready fo
a just peace”,
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Palestinians voted for Hamas because of our
refusal to give up their rights. But we are ready to

make a just peace.
Khalid Mish’al

IT IS widely recognised that the Pal-
estinians are among the most politic-
ised and educated peoples in the world.
When they went to the polls last
Wednesday they were well aware of
what was on offer and those who voted
for Hamas knew what it stood for. They
chose Hamas because of its pledge never
to give up the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people and its promise to
embark on a programme of reform. The
day Hamas won the Palestinian demo-
cratic elections the world’s leading de-
mocracies failed the test of democracy.
Rather than recognise the legitimacy of
Hamas as a freely elected representative
of the Palestinian people, seize the op-
portunity created by the result to sup-
port the development of good
governance in Palestine, and search fora
means of ending the bloodshed, the U.S.
and EU threatened the Palestinian peo-
ple with collective punishment for exer-
cising their right to choose their
parliamentary representatives.

Our message to the U.S. and EU gov-
ernments is this: your attempt to force
us to give up our principles or our strug-
gle is in vain. Our people who gave thou-
sands of martyrs, the millions of
refugees who have waited for nearly 60
years to return home and our 9,000 po-
litical and war prisoners in Israeli jails
have not made those sacrifices in order
to settle for close to nothing.

Hamas has been elected mainly be-
cause of its immovable faith in the inevi-
tability of victory; and Hamas is immune
to bribery, intimidation, and blackmail.
While we are keen on having friendly
relations with all nations we shall not
seek friendships at the expense of our
legitimate rights. We have seen how oth-
er nations, including the peoples of Viet-
nam and South Africa, persisted in their
struggle until their quest for freedom
and justice was accomplished. We are no
different, our cause is no less worthy,
our determination is no less profound,
and our patience is no less abundant.

Our message to the Muslim and Arab
nations is this: you have a responsibility
to stand by your Palestinian brothers
and sisters whose sacrifices are made on
behalf of all of you, Our people in Pal-
estine should not need to wait for any aid

from countries that attach humiliating
conditions to every dollar or euro they
pay despite their historical and moral
responsibility for our plight. We expect
you to step in and compensate the Pal-
estinian people for any loss of aid and we
demand you lift all restrictions on civil
society institutions that wish to fun-
draise for the Palestinian cause.

Our message to the Palestinians is
this: our people are not only those who
live under siege in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip but also the millions lan-
guishing in refugee camps in Lebanon,
Jordan, and Syria and the millions
spread around the world unable to re-
turn home. We promise you that nothing
in the world will deter us from pursuing
our goal of liberation and return. We
shall spare no effort to work with all
factions and institutions in order to put
our Palestinian house in order. Having
won the parliamentary elections, our
medium-term objective is to reform the
PLO in order to revive its role as a true
representative of all the Palestinian peo-
ple, without exception or
discrimination.

Our message to the Israelis is this: we
do not fight you because you belong to a
certain faith or culture. Jews have lived
in the Muslim world for 13 centuries in
peace and harmony; they are in our reli-
gion “the people of the book” who have a
covenant from God and His Messenger
Muhammad (peace be upon him) to be
respected and protected. Our conflict
with you is not religious but political. We
have no problem with Jews who have
not attacked us — our problem is with
those who came to our land, imposed
themselves on us by force, destroyed our
society, and banished our people.

We shall never recognise the right of
any power to rob us of our land and deny
us our national rights. We shall never
recognise the legitimacy of a Zionist
state created on oursoilin order to atone
for somebody else’s sins or solve some-
body else’s problem. But if you are will-
ing to accept the principle of a long-term
truce, we are prepared to negotiate the
terms. Hamas is extending a hand of
peace to those who are truly interested
in a peace based on justice. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2006

(Khalid Mish’al is head of the politi-
cal bureau of Hamas.)
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In the Shadow of Sharon

By BENNY MORRIS
Li-On, Israel

IT is too early to assess Ariel Sharon's legacy. To be sure, he will be remembered as one of Israel's great
field commanders, the wily, bulldozing general who cracked the Egyptian bastion at Um Katef-Abu
Awgeila in 1967 and led the crossing of the Suez Canal in 1973, turning the tables in the Yom Kippur
War. With greater ambiguity, he will go down as the defense minister who orchestrated the 1982
invasion of Lebanon that, paradoxically, set Yasir Arafat on the road to Oslo and (however insincerely)
peace with Israel.

Mr. Sharon will also be known as the chief architect of the Likud Party's settlement drive in the
occupied territories. His defeat, as prime minister, of the second Palestinian intifada will doubtless be
carefully studied, once the hysteria and hype die down, as a model of a relatively clean, successful
counterinsurgency.

But that is for the future. Meanwhile, Mr. Sharon's stroke has plunged Israel and the region into deep
confusion.

Just a few days ago, there were a handful of certainties. All the polls indicated that in the coming Israeli
general elections, scheduled for late March, Mr. Sharon's new Kadima Party would win handily,
reinstalling him in the premiership. It was not clear how large a mandate he would enjoy or who would
be his coalition partners. But a Sharon-led Israel was a certainty.

Another certainty was that his next term in office would be shadowed by the corruption investigation
and charges that have already forced the resignation of his son, Omri Sharon, from the Knesset. But
again, this scandal was not expected to be a coalition- or career-breaker: Israeli society has become too
jaded, or simply faces too many existential problems. to give much weight to personal miscreancy.

Most important, there was a vague certainty that there would be further steps toward a pacification of
[srael-Palestine and a separation of its two warring tribes into two relatively homogeneous states. Mr.
Sharon had shown the way, courageously. remorselessly, six months ago with the uprooting of the
Jewish settlements and the withdrawal of the Israel Defense Forces from the Gaza Strip. And he had
shown the way, in defiance of often absurd and mendacious criticism by the Palestinians and their
supporters, by pushing forward with the construction of the barrier - overwhelmingly a fence, not a wall
- between the Arab West Bank and (Jewish) Israel more or less along the 1967 Green Line.

Many expected, and some feared, that Mr. Sharon would continue with such unilateral steps to separate

the two peoples and physically consolidate two separate states. Unilateral, because he believed (as I do)
that there was and is no viable Palestinian peace partner. The Palestinian national movement, he
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believed, still, in the deepest, immutable recesses of its heart, aspires to Israel's destruction and
replacement by an Arab-majority state, a "one-state solution." That aspiration is why Yasir Arafat
rejected the two-state compromise proposed by Mr. Sharon's predecessor, Ehud Barak, and President
Bill Clinton in 2000 and it is why, from the militant Islamic members of Hamas through the Palestinian
president, Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian national movement refuses to give up the "right of return" of
the refugees, the demographic battering ram with which it hopes, ultimately, to bring Israel down.

Now, hopes for further daring steps like a unilateral pullout from parts of the West Bank have been
dashed. What successor, however peace-minded, will have the political will or ability to do something
so bold and politically problematic? It is profoundly unclear who will win the coming elections and with
what sort of mandate: Ehud Olmert, the deputy prime minister who is Mr. Sharon's likely successor as
head of the new Kadima list (a party without institutions or structure and a leadership composed of
Shimon Peres, the former Labor Party leader, and former Likud stalwarts); Amir Peretz, the new blue-
collar chief of the Labor Party; or Benjamin Netanyahu, the resurrected head of the truncated Likud?

What is likely is that there will be no clear mandate for any party or leader. Moreover, none of Mr.
Sharon's probable successors to the premiership is made of that leadership stuff that ultimately endeared
him to the majority of Israelis.

One certainty remains. Israel, and especially and paradoxically, its large moderate left and center, is in
the grip of a great sadness. Those opposed to peace, in the slums of Rafah and the Jewish settlement
compound of downtown Hebron, can be expected to rejoice (as they did when Mr. Sharon suffered his
small first stroke, on Dec. 18 ). The Islamic fundamentalists and the so-called Palestinian secularists
who view Israel as a cancer and seek its destruction will honk their horns and hand out candy to the
cruelly misled children of Gaza; and those Jews who are unwilling to give up the dream of Greater Israel
and, perhaps, of ridding this land of its Arab usurpers, will offer thanks to the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob.

There will also be little sadness at Mr. Sharon's passing among those Israelis and their Diaspora
supporters who have long demonized Mr. Sharon and Israel and who long ago gave up any hope or
desire for a lasting Jewish state, and believe, or pretend to believe, that Jews and Arabs can live together
like a bunch of mindless lambs in equality and under one political roof.

But the solid center and left of Jewish Israel, the country's majority, who want to trade land for peace
and reach a stable two-state solution, are tuning into their televisions this day with heavy hearts. They
realize that the best hope for peace, that most unlikely of peacemakers, is exiting the stage and that a
vista of turmoil and uncertainty has opened up. To be sure, Israel's political structure remains solid and
reassuring. But at this bewildering moment, for those interested in progress in the peace process, there is
little reason for hope.

Benny Morris, the author of "The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited," is a professor of
history at Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba, Israel.
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