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Nuke deal yﬁth
Russia, says Iran

Soltanieh: Atomic games

e

Tehran, April 22 (Reuters):
Iran’s ambassador to the UN
nuclear watchdog said today
that Iran had a basic deal to en-
rich uranium in a joint ven-
ture in Russia but said details
were still being worked out,
Iranian state radio reported.

Russia has offered to en-
rich uranium for Iran to allay
concerns that Tehran could
use domestically-produced en-
riched uranium to make nu-
clear bombs.

But progress on the deal
has been hindered by Iran’s re-
fusal to bow to international
demands that it halt all home-
grown enrichment work.

A “bagic agreement” on en-
richment with Russia was pre-
viously announced by Iran in
February but talks subse-
quently appeared to stall.

However, late tonight Ali-
Asghar Soltanieh, Iran’s
envoy to the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) played down the
agreement and said no new
deal had been struck.

Earlier, Soltanieh said a
full agreement was now close.
“He ... announced the basic
agreement on a joint uranium
enrichment firm on Russian
soil and said that there are
only some issues regarding
technical, legal and financial
matters that need more assess-
ment or exchange of ideas,”
radio quoted Soltanieh as say-
ing from Russia.

Western nations, who are
threatening to press for UN
sanctions, accuse Iran of seek-
ing to develop nuclear
weapons and insist Iran stops
enrichment, which has mili-
tary and civilian uses. Iran
says it only wants to produce
electricity.

Moscow, while joining
Washington and European
powers in calling on Iran to
end enrichment, has made it
clear it would not at this stage
back imposing sanctions on
the Islamic state.

Iran announced earlier
this month that it had pro-
duced its first batch of en-
riched uranium and was
pressing ahead with plans to
produce nuclear fuel on an in-
dustrial scale.

Ali Hoseinitash, a deputy
secretary on Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council, re-
jected any suspension of
Iran’s nuclear work, which
Iran considers a national
right, state television reported
earlier today.

“We are seeking to choose
the right paths and to solve the
problems (in Iran’s nuclear
case) by some sort of negotia-
tion and understanding. How-
ever, if reaching those paths
comes on the condition of
handing over our rights, it will
not take place in the
current situation,” television
quoted  Hoseinitash  as

saying. J1
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“Iran bans official newspaper

G‘%

N rorezs

IRAN has suspended publication
ofits official state newspaper after it
published a cartoon that sparked vio-
lent ethnic protests in the northwest-
ern city of Tabriz, a senior judiciary
official said on Tuesday.

The cartoonist and the editor-in-
chief of the Jran newspaper were ar-
rested over the lampoon that was
deemed to insult Iran’s Azeri minor-
ity, Tehran’s chief Prosecutor Saeed
Mortazavi said.

“Some charges were brought
against both of them and they were
transferred to I:vr\n prison,” he told

Rl

7 over cartoon insult

state television, without specifying
the charges. The official IRNA news
agency said the cartoonist, Mana
Neyestani, and the editor-in-chief,
Mehrdad Qasemfar, were detained
for “further investigation”.

Furious members of the Azeri mi-
nority pelted government buildings
and banks with stones in Tabriz on
Monday night, enraged by the car-
toon. The cartoon, which appeared
in Friday’s edition of Iran, showed a
boy repeating the Persian word for
cockroach in different ways while the
uncomprehending bug in front of
him says “What?” in Azeri.

Azeris account for about 25 per
cent of the Iranian population.
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BAGHDAD, JUNE 21

ONE of Saddam Hussein’s
lawyers was shot dead today
after he was abducted from
his home by men wearing po-
lice uniform in Baghdad,
court and police officials said.

Khamis al-Obeidi, who rep-
resented Saddam and his half-
brother Barzan Ibrahim, was
abducted from his house to-
day, Saddam’s top lawyer
Khalil al-Dulaimi said.

Chief prosecutor Jaafar al-
Moussawi said Al-Obeidi had
been killed, although he did
not provide more details.

Al-Obeidi was shot dead
and his body was found on the
street near the Shiite slum of
Sadr city, the police said.

Unlike Al-Dulaimi, who
shuttles betwen Amman, Jor-
dan, and the Iragi capital, Al-
Obeidi chose to continue to
live in Baghdad despite the
tenuous security and the
killing of two members of the
trial’s defence team last year.

Al-Dulaimi blamed the In-
terior Ministry, which Sunnis
have alleged is infiltrated by
so-called Shiite death squads.

“We strongly condemn this
act and we condemn the
killings done by the Interior
Ministry forces against
Iragis,” he said, adding US-
led forces also bore responi-
bility because the war had al-
lowed Shiite militias to gain
influence.



Iran ‘biaping
fime’ over

N-1ncentroes

Baku, June 20
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IRAN’S FOREIGN Minister Manoucher Mot
taki told journalists in Baku on Tuesday that
Tehran had yet to make a decision on a deal of-
fered by Western governments aimed at de-
g&lgi}}ﬁmthe standoff over its nuclear pro-

“It is not decided
yet,” Mottaki told re-
porters on the sidelines
of a pan-Islamic confey-
ence in the capital of
Azerbaijan.

“I can’t say for the.
time being when the

» answer will be fi-
nalised. There can be
some questions and
doubts which should be

clarified,” he said.

Iran’s reluctance to re-
spond swiftly to propos-
als aimed at ending a
nuclear standoff- is less
a time-wasting tactic
and more a sign of a
real debate among deci-
sion-makers on how to
-reply, analysts and
diplomats say.

Some Western critics
have accused Iran.of
delaying to buy time to
master uranium en-

Nations will not
_back down: Bush

President George W.

" Bush told iran on

Monday that nations
worldwide will not
back down from
their demand that
Tehran suspend ura-
nium enrichment.

“Iran’s leaders have
a clear choice. We
hope they will
accept our offer and
voluntarily suspend
these activities so
we can work out an
agreement that will
bring {ran real bene-
fits,” Bush said a day
befare leaving for
Vienna, Austria.

AP, New York

richment, a process the West says Iran is using
to build atomic bombs despite Tehran’s denials.

But the analysts say the Iranian leadership
appears tempted by the effer, particularly by
US-backed incentives that Iran views as ac-
knowledging the role in.regional security it
has long sought. This is encouraging serious
consideration, they say. Agencies
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intelligence on Iran?

OR the first time
since Iran walked
away from negotia-
tions with, France,

Germany and Great Britain

in August 2005, there are
rays of optimism in the cri-
sis over the Islamic Repub-
lic’s nuclear programme.
Before breaking out the
champagne to celebrate a
diplomatic solution, it may
be appropriate to pause for
reflection: on the potential
scope of Iran’s secret bomb
programme. Fwice shy after
overrating Iragi WMD, the

American intelligence com-

munity may be sericusly
underestimating Iran's pro-
gress toward a nuclear
bomb,

The USA has broken with
27 years of official policy
and agreed to join the Eu-
ropeans = in negotiating
directly with Iran - condi-
tional on Iran suspending
uranium-enrichment activ-
ities that could lead to a
yomb. EU High Represen-
ative Javier Solana present-
'd Tehran with a package of
arrots coupled with the
hreat of sticks. The

pecifics of the offer, not yet
ublic, are likely to include
ew proliferation-resistant
sht water reactors, inter-
ational nuclear-fuel assur-
1ces including five years
orth of nuclear fuel in

1, and other commercial

1d technological rewards.

The essence of the agree-

ent on the nuclear issue

11 reaffirm Iran’s right to

e benefits of peaceful

iclear energy in return for

hran postponing actual
richment for a specified
riod.

Yet, the current approach

[ran.is predicated on the

jaly.. anexamined = ass-
pton. that its overt en-
ment programme at
lan and Natanz is the
slem and that a deal to
sze or dismantle the cen-
uge facility constitutes a
iution. The strategy does-

t address what US secre-
.ary of defence Donald
Rumsfeld calls “known un-
knowns” ~ gaps in knowl-
edge that have been recog-
nised but not filled.

How good is US intelli-
gence about nuclear facts
on the ground in Iran? In
April, when asked about
Iranian President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad’s claim
hat “Iran has joined the

ub of nuclear countries,”

jational Intelligence Coun-

/

After overrating Iraqi WMD, American
intelligence may now be underestimating
Iran’s nuclear programme,

writes GRAHAM ALLISON ¢

cil chairman Tom Fingar
stated that there is no dis-
sent within the 15 US intel-
ligence agencies that Iran
will get a nuclear bomb no
sooner than “early to de
next decade”.

This American view

- stands in stark contrast to

the Israeli intelligence judg-
ment, with the head of Mos-
sad reporting in December
2005 that Iran could have a
nuclear bomb within two
years.

Could the unanimity of
American. intelligence be
“déja vu-all-over again’; only
the reverse of the IragWMD
fiasco? In the lead-up to the

Iraq war, American intelli--

gence agencies expressed
“high confidence” that “Iraq
is continuing, and in some
areas expanding its chemi-
cal, biological, nuclear, and
missile programmes.” They
were dead wrong.

In the aftermath of that
intelligence failure, the
Silverman-Robb Commis-
sion examined the capacity
of US intelligence agencies
to assess'WMD develop-
ments abroad. It conclud-
ed: “Across the board, the
inteiligence = community
knows disturbingly little
about the nuclear pro-
grammes of many of the

For information on Iran's possible clandestine activities, ‘Russia is indispensable

world’s ‘most dangerous
actors.”

Consider also that mem-
bers of the CIA have des-
cribed the agency’s covert
action abilities inside Iran
from: 2000 through 2004 as

The IAEA has
surprised even
the Iranians
with the
quality of its
investigations,
_includingwhen ~
it proved that
plutonium
samples did not
match Iran’s
alibi for them

“unchanged: theyre zero”.
As James Risen reports in
State .of War, a US intelli-
gence blunder allowed
Iranian security officials to
“roll up” the American net-
work of spies in Iran. Most.
important revelations on
Iran’s nuclear programme
have come either from
info. . aar.s who “walk in” to

Y

US embassies or from
Iranian dissident groups
with uncertain agendas.
Might Western intelli-
gence services have under-
estimated Irans nuclear
programme? The judgment
that Tehran is five to 10

.years away from a bomb

focuses primarily on its ov-
ert enrichment programme
at Isfahan and Natanz. The
dog that hasn't barked is
Iran’s covert programmes
for acquiring nuclear wea-
pons. Four huge “known
unknowns” lie at the heart
of judgments about..the
threat posed by Iran. .
First, is success in fran’s
overt effort a necessary con-
dition for success in its co-
vert programmes?
President Bush and his
European colleagues oper-
ate on the assumption that
it is. Otherwise their opera-

- tional objective ~ a morato-

rium on research activities
at Isfahan and Natanz -~
would be beside the point.
Second, have Iranian nu-
clear scientists and engi-
neers already learned en-
ough at the Natanz facility
about assembling and
operating a cascade of cen-
trifuges that they can now
independently build and
run such a cascade? Have

L

. 2004,

they passed what has previ-
ously been called a “point of
no return”?

Third, has Iran bought
highly enriched uranium
from former Soviet stock-
piles, Pakistan or else-
where? Are they clandes-
tinely building nuclear
bombs using Chinese war-
head designs acquired from
AQ Khan? If so, engaging
the USA in bargaining
about enrichment activity
at Natanz could be a way to
distract attention and buy
time.

Fourth, has Iran purchas-
ed actual nuclear warheads
from the former Soviet arse-
nal or from Pakistan to mate
with its Shahab-3 missile?

Three “known” bits of evi-
dence are hard to fit into the
jigsaw puzzle that
American intelligence has
assembled. First, in August
Iran test-fired a
Shahab missile that fea-
tured a nose cone usually
reserved for nuclear
weapons. Second, IAEA di-

rector General Mohamed.

ElBaradei has disclosed a
connection between Iran’s
nuclear programme and its
military activity, including a
missile reentry vehicle.
Third, the father of the Pa-
kistani nuclear programme,
Dr AQ Khan, sold Iran ad-
vanced P2 centrifuge de-
signs that are still unacc-
ounted for. President Ah-
madinejad’s recent declara-
tion that Iran is using P2
centrifuges could mean
that Iran is much closer to

its goal.
In the face of such uncer-
tainty, President Bush

should first and foremost
assure that the intelligence
judgments:.on which the
cuizentAJS strategy is predi-
cated-are as solid as they
can possibly be. The Presi-
dent -should assemble a
“Team B” of sceptics and
task them to pursue all
known unknowns on the
basis of all sources of infor-
mation.

The best information on
Iran’s declared facilities is
gathered by IAEA inspec-
tors. The IAEA has surprised
even the Iranians with the
quality of its investigations,
including when it proved
that plutonium samples did
not match Iran’s alibi for
them.

For information on possi-
ble clandestine activities,
however, Russia is an indis-
pensable nation. First, Rus-

sia is completing construc-
tion of Iran’s first civilian
nuclear reactor at Bushehr,
giving it a working relation-
ship with Islamic Republic’s
nuclear engineers. Second,
in the mid-1990s, Moscow
negotiated an agreement to
supply Iran with technology
and equipment for an en-
richment facility -~ which
was eventually cancelled
under US pressure. Russian
intelligence undoubtedly
gleaned useful information
about the scope of Iranian
needs in negotiating this
deal. Moreover, Russian
arms sales have established
connections between the
two militaries. Indeed, the
Tor-M1 air defence systems
that Iran bought from Rus-
sia for $1.4 billion will be
used to defend its nuclear
sites.

President Bush should
thus ask his friend President
Putin for a favour: Russian
and US intelligence experts
should be assigned to pro-
duce a joint assessment of
Iran’s nuclear programme.
President Putin will extract
a price for Russia’s help in
stich an undertaking, one
President Bush can afford to
pay.

Tagiyya is an important
concept in Shia Islam,
which translated means
“concealing or disguising
one's beliefs, convictions,
ideas, feelings, opinions, or
strategies at a time of emi-
nent danger, whether now
or later in time, to save one-
self from physical or mental
injury.” Some Islamic com-
mentators call this “diplo-
macy”. In negotiating with
Iran, the USA and its allies
should be wary of the con-
jurer'’s trick: distracting the
viewer with one hand while
the other pulls a rabbit from
a hat.

Graham Allison is director of
the Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs at
Harvard’s John E Kennedy
School of Government. He is
author of Essence of Deci-
sion: Explaining the Cuban
Missile Crisis and Nuclear

.Terrorism: The Ultimate

Preventable Catastrophe.

(Reprinted with permission
from YaleGlobal Online,
(http:/lyaleglobal.yale.edu)
a publication of the Yale
Center for the Study of
Globalization. Copyright ©
2006 Yale Center for the

Study of Globalization.) /
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Iran rebuffs -
US o N-iséiié

Says It Won’t Stop Enrichment

Teheran: Iran insisted on
Monday on its right to enrich
uranium, expressing reluc-
tance to suspend the key nu-
clear process as a condition
for negotiations over a pack-
age of incentives offered by
the world powers.

Iran has not responded for-
mally to the incentives that are
intended to persuade it to step
back from enrichment. But it
has said that parts of the pack-
age were acceptable, others
were not, and the key issue of
uranium enrichment—a
process that can make fuel for
a nuclear power plant or ma-
terial for an atomic bomb—
needed clarification.

At a news conference on
Monday, Iranian spokesman
Gholam Hossein Elham gave
no indication of when Iran
would reply to the package pre-
sented June 6.

Iran to accept the deal. The di-
rectors of the watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, met on Monday in Vi-
enna. Larijani warned Iran
would reject the package out-
right if Western powers threat-
ened to apply sanctions. “We
will not accept negotiations
under pressure,” he said.
The package, presented by
permanent Security Council
members the US, Russia, Chi-
na, France and Britain, plus
Germany, contains a series of
incentives for Iran to suspend
uranium enrichment. They in-
clude promises that the Unit-
ed States and Europe will pro-
vide Iran nuclear technology
and that Washington will join
direct talks with Teheran.
Iranian foreign minis-
ry spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi said on Sunday that Iran
would not be

When asked if
Iran would sus-
pend enrichment
for the sake of ne-
gotiations—as the
world powers, no-
tably the US, have
demanded—Elham
avoided a direct an-
swer, but repeated

the government line Hossein Elham

rushed into re-
sponding to the
package. It would
take “as long as is
necessary”’ to
study it.
However, EU
foreign  policy
supremo Javier
Solana said Mon-
day he expected Iran

that enrichment was
Iran’s “obvious right.”

“Our country will not ne-
gotiate over its obvious
rights,” he said. “This is anon-
negotiable issue.”

Iran’s top nuclear negotia-
tor Ali Larijani said on Sun-
day that the incentive package
was “unclear” on enrichment.

“These are things where
the finishing touches must be
made,” Larijani told reporters
in Cairo after talks with Egypt-
ian President Hosni Mubarak
and Arab League chief Amr
Moussa. Egypt is one of the
members of the UN nuclear
watchdog’s board of directors,
which the US and Europe are
lobbying efforts to pressure

to respond “this
week.” He spoke to reporters
in Luxembourg where the Eu-
ropean Union was holding a
foreign ministers meeting.
Asefi said the package in-
cludes “points which are ac-
ceptable. There are points
which are ambiguous. There
are points that should be
strengthened, and points that
we believe should not exist.”
The US accuses Iran of seek-
ing to develop nuclear
weapons, which Teheran de-
nies, saying its program seeks
only to develop energy. But the
package drops demands for an
all-out scrapping of enrich-
ment, instead asking Iran to
suspend such activity. ap
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Kingpin killed ™.

\ N

Irag’s woes won't end

Rglief and elation would mark the scene in Baghdad after an American air strike

eutralised the man projected as the kingpin of the Sunni insurgency that has

wreaked more havoc in Iraq than all the collected evil works of Saddam Hussein. While
the elimination of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi could be a key factor in containing that -

insurgency, it would be premature and foolish to conclude it has unlocked the passage

to peace. There are in fact several insurgencies being played out, some sectarian-driven,
others essentially criminal in nature, the common thread being hatred of the alien
occupation forces. Irag’s woes will not end with Zarqawi’s death, but there could be
some closure to a truly brutal dimension of the insurgency ~ abductions and beheading
of hostages, often videotaped and circulated to spread terror. For that, even those not
directly affected will be grateful.

A crucial guery that might be answered in coming weeks is just how powerful was
Zargawi. Didshe really hold sway over the now-marginalised Sunnis? Was the Jordanian's
outfit as closgly linked with Al Qaida as it was, for obvious convenience, projected? Was
he truly a magter-strategist without whom the insurgency will lose direction and dissi-
pate? These yuestions acquire added relevance given suspicions that he was not the
huge figure hp was made out to be simply because the Americans always find it nece-
ssary to put a “face” to their foes: witness their portrayal of bin Laden, Gaddafi, Khome-
ini, Castro, Chavez... They have not succeeded doing that in North Korea ~ probably
‘begause they get tongue-tied by oriental names. Thus the ghost of Zarqawi could come
{0 paunt them. As does the image of George W Bush declaring “mission accomplished”
from a warship, or Washington’s points-man in Baghdad gleefully pronouncing “We got
him”. For some Americans would hope that his death would set in motion a process by
which a withdrawal might be contemplated. Time alone will tell. Probably as significant
as Zarqawi’s elimination was evidence of progress in ﬁlling the critical slots for defence
and interior in the new government. But in Iraq, as in so many similar situations,

reconstruction of infrastructure and economic revival being the other critical ones. They
intertwine, and the death of one 1nsurgent leader will not accelerate the recovery.

Fiasco in Pre&dency

Authorities play footsie with SFI

-

bumbling principal’s office has on occasions been responsible for the collapse of
dministration in Presidency College, Kolkata. Either the incumbent has been
wimpish or finds it expedient to genuflect in the direction of the ruling party and gov-
ernment. This week’s fiasco in the season of admission stems largely from the autho-
rities’ rather pathetic failure to regulate the distribution of admission_forms. Of course
the gherao of the principal, followed the next day by the blocking of her car, amounted
to irresponsible, even indefensible, conduct. That said, Mamata Roy also owes an
explanation as to how and why Students’ Federation supporters got hold of the forms
and then put them up for sale to those who had queued up. Also to be explained is the
almost willful deviation from convention ~ reports suggest that unlike in previous years
the marksheets were not stamped after the students were issued admission forms. This
is an abject failure of the college office-and if the Principal chose not to pay heed to
complaints, the conclusion must be that the authorities, and the faculties put together,
must have winked at this gross irregularity. The net result was the incredibly
unauthorised sale of forms, a government stationery, by-a union that owes its affiliation
to the party that runs the government. Both the authorities and the SFI need to come
clean on the suspicion that forms are being provided through the backdoor and whether
the ultimate objective of the SFI is to enlist the next batch of freshers.

The situation is fast going out of control and the Principal’s refusal to set up a
teachers’ council to monitor the admission process ~ the immediate provocation for
Friday'’s blockade ~ has served to exacerbate the crisis. The entry procedure is strictly a
matter for the administration and the faculties to handle. It ought not to be left to the
devices of a students’ union ~ Left Right Gentre o Independent.'

Lesson learnt

India treads warily on Nepal aid

PEAR IR T
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ecause times have changed in Nepal, India needs to appraise its policy. It is just as
well that while promising full support to that country’s economic. recovery and
" reconstruction, Delhi has adopted a cautious approach by saying this would be “within
its means” ~ meaning it would not commit itself at this juncture when the political
situation in that country is still uncertain. Obviously India has learnt from its hasty
support of King Gyanendra’s offer last April to restore power to the people which
provoked widespread criticism in both countries. Prime Minister GP Koirala has always
advocated a policy of friendship with India but this has also alienated a large number of
Nepalese, particularly the Leftists who called the 1992 Tanakpur hydel project “a sellout
to_€:1e big neighbour”. There is a strong anti-India undercurrent and some sections of
epali society are ultra-sensitive to closer ties, Not many parliamentarians were happy
with Koirala’s recent visit to India, particularly when he did not have the people’s
mandate. In the past there had been allegations of his Nepali Congress ‘government
selling some public sector undertakings to Indians.

There is noglterative to close cooperation between the two countries but to ensure its
success Kathmandu must guarantee security for Indian business interests and joint
ventures. Of Aate these are being targeted by mafia gangs. President Abdul Kalam's
suggestion {0 introduce the Providing Urban Facilities in Rural Areas scheme also
deserves attention. Apart from Kathmandu valley, large parts of the country are stillina
primitive stage. It would be in India’s interest to help in this field when the situation
stabilises. While dealing with the next government Delhi must also determine that
whatever agreements it signs are done with finesse so as to leave no doubts in Nepalese
minds about this country’s intent.

en in 1946 the
United States put
forward its pro-

posal for the international
control of atomic energy,
the so-called Baruch Plan,
this was conceived by
many as a plan for world
government.

The United Nations
would be given real en-
forcement powers, and the
central control of atomic
energy was to ensure that

_ nations could peacefully ~
restoration of law-and-order or “security” is only one strand in the resurgence exercise:.,

and safely, under a global
nuclear umbrella ~ dis-
arm, with collective secu-
rity eventually guaran-
teeing each nation’s safety
from foreign attack and
exploitation.

At the time the US was
,the only country posses-
*sing nuclear weapons. The
first atomic bomb, as Al-
bert Einstein and others,
among them US Senator J
William Fulbright and
Justice Owen ] Roberts
proclaimed in an open let-
ter published in the New
York Times in October
1945, had “destroyed more
than the city of Hiroshima.
it also exploded our inhe-
rited, outdated political
ideas”.

UN Charter

Moreover, the UN Char-
tér in their opinion was “a
tragic illusion unless we
are ready to take further
steps necessary to orga-
nise peace”. The UN Char-
ter ~ and democratic con-
“stitutions like:ithe Japa-

nese Peace Constitution ~ = ." L
eignty in support of the

“tan’ only point thé way
and advocate certain steps
that would have to be
taken eventually.

The opinion of nuclear
scientists helped shape
government policies. The
Association of Los Alamos
Scientists (ALAS) working
in the atomic bomb labo-
ratory of Los Alamos in
New Mexico, declared in
November 1945 that a
world “in which nuclear
weapons are owned by
many nations and their
use held back only by the
fear of retaliation will be a
world of fear, suspicion,
and inevitable final explo-
sion”. They were confident
that “we are left but only
one course of action... (to)
cooperate with the rest of

The author is a researcher
and historian of jnter-
national law and diplo-
macy

Klaus Schlichtmann
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India Can Be A Powerful Player And Ally

the world in the future
development of atomic
power”, Utilisation of “ato-
mic energy as a weapon”
had to be “controlled by a
world authority”. This
would require the “loss of
some degree of national
sovereignty”.

The transfer or limi-

_tation of national sover-

ting United Natigme too
weak to safeguard a fragile
peace. Others denied the
UN Charter actually was a
workable blueprint for a
future world authority
with enforcement powers.
Soviet mistrust and reluc-
tance to cooperate soon
thwarted the American
plans for the international

Today, in 2006, the nuclear state

of the world is the most likely
environment fit to bring about
disarmament and a one world order

United Nations was to be
one of the most impor-
tant steps necessary for
the organisation of peace.

In Japan after the war
nuclear scientist and No-
bel laureate Hideki Yuka-
wa and with him numer-
ous lawmakers supported
the idea of a world fede-
ration.

Indian diplomats at the
UN also emphasised that
disarmament must be
accompanied by “the es-
tablishment of reliable
procedures for the peace-
ful settlement of disputes;
that is to say, that some-
thing is to be substituted
for arms, if arms are taken
away, in order to maintain
what arms are supposed
to be doing: to keep the
peace” (Menon 1961).

Those wishing for an ef-
fective international orga-
nisation or world federa-
tion considered the exis-

management of the atom.
As Albert Einstein had
foretold, the atomic bomb
“changed everything ex-
cept our way of thinking”.
Yet it was also clear that in
the atomic age, as British
historian Arnold Toynbee
declared, “world unity on
any plane” could not, as in
the past, be accomplished
“by the military method”.

Enforcement action by a
powerful nation or coali-
tion of the willing, in the
absence of an effective UN
system of collective secu-
rity, is highly problematic,
especially if national inte-
rest determines and domi-
nates the action, as is the
case with the USA.

The steps necessary to
an organised peace were
essentially defined in
1961. While the Cold War
in Europe was heating up,
the United States and So-
viet Russia tried, after
years of painstaking nego-

tiations, to mend ties and
agree on nuclear and gen-
eral and complete dis- -
armament, strengthening
the United Nations and
the International Court of -
Justice, and abolishing all
institutions of war inclu-
ding military budgets and
all. Europe being the focal
point and breeding grou-
nd of contention, support
from the old continent
(and the still colonial
powers) was conspicu-
ously absent.

India and Japan as non-
nuclear nations vigorously
supported nuclear and
conventional disarma-
ment. When in 1961 Japa-
nese Prime Minister Ikeda
and Russian President
Khrushchev were engaged
in negotiations to further
friendly and peaceful cul-
tural, commercial and
scientific exchanges, In-
dian diplomats at the UN
focussed on disarmament
as “a step to something
more important: namely,
the outlawing of war”,
which was now “incorpo-
rated in this agreement”,
i.e., the historic McCloy-
Zorin Accords between
the United States and the
Soviet Union referred to
above,

Disarmament

Today, in 2006, the nu-
clear state of the world is
the most likely environ-
ment fit to bring about
disarmament and a one
world order, if its rationale
can somehow be turned
around in a positive more.
Toward this end India can
be a powerful player and
ally.

Japan and India persis-
tently tried to obtain assu-
rances against the use of
nuclear weapons. In 1970,
the nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty came into
force. In Article VI, which
commits the (nuclear) po-
wers “to pursue negotia-
tions in good faith on
effective measures rela-
ting to cessation of the
nuclear arms race at an
early date and to nuclear
disarmament, and on a
treaty on general and
complete disarmament
under strict and effective
international control”, it
essentially codified the
McCloy-Zorin  accords
which President John F
Kennedy and Nikita Khru-
shchev had sponsored in
1961.

(1o be concluded)
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Tehran, June 10 (Reuters).
Iran may send its own nuclear
package in response to pro-
posed incentives agreed by six
world powers that seek to per-

suade Tehran to stop its atom-
ic fuel work, foreign minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said
today.

He did not specify what ch-
anges to the package Iran mig-
ht seek, but Tehran has repeat-
edly rejected the crux of the
proposal — that it should give
up enriching uranium.

“We hope that shuttle
diplomacy will lead to a gen-
uine proposal from the Islamic
Republic that could possibly
be sent to European counter-
parts as an amendment or a
counter-package and that will
be assessed carefully by the
Europeans,” Mottaki was quo-
ted as saying by the official
IRNA news agency.

Iran’s chief nuclear nego-
tiator Ali Larijani has com-
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tions, not

The US| France, Germany;,
Britain, ssia and China
have agreed on a set of incen-
tives for Iran on the condition
that it stops making nuclear
fuel, something Tehran has
said it will never do.

US President George W.
Bush yesterday said Iran had
“weeks not months” to re-

Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang
Schuessel has said Iran has
until next month’s Group of
Eight (G8) summit to consider
the offer.
Mottaki: It's our call But Mottaki told the Mehr
news agency: “We have not de-
plained about the incentives’ fined a deadline for assessing
“ambiguities”. the proposal.”
Iran has been referred to _

spond to the proposals and |

|

the UN Security Council
where it could face sanctions,
after failing to convince the
international community that
its atomic scientists are
seeking to build power sta-
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“Teheran ‘toma
counter- propoésals

Iraqi leader mediates in nuclear crisis‘%%"w

TEHERAN: Iran said on Saturday it
has started to study the West’s
offer to resolve the nuclear crisis
and could make counter-propos-
als through shuttle diplomacy,
as Irag mounted a mediation ef-
fort,

e have opened the package,

d we are studying it, and after-
ards we will officially reply to
the Europeans,” Foreign Minis-
ter Manouchehr Mottaki was
quoted as saying following talks
visiting Palestinian Foreign
Minister Mahmud al-Zahar.

Contents not made public

“We hope ... a shuttle diplo-
macy will be started for the Is-
lamic republic’s proposals in the
form of amendments or coun-
ter-proposals to be studied seri-
ously by the Europeans,” he said.

Asked if a suspension of ura-
nium enrichment was raised in
the international package, he
said: “We cannot outline details
of the proposals, since we have
not announced the content of
the package.”

Mr. Mottaki gave no timing
for Iran’s official response. “We
have not defined a deadline for
our reply”.

US. President George W.
Bush said on Friday that Teh-
eran had “weeks and not
months” to accept the offer and
warned the U.N. Security Coun-
cil would act if Iran did not com-
ply.

A senior cleric close to Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said the same day that
Teheran would not suspend ura-

nium enrichment, amid reports
from the U.N. nuclear watchdog
that the country had accelerated
enrichment work.

In related developments, Ira-
qi Vice-President Adel Abdel
Mahdi met Iran’s top nuclear
negotiator in Teheran in a bid to
help mediate an end to the crisis,
a source close to the Iraqileader
said on Saturday.

He said the meeting with Ali
Larijani took place on Friday, a
day after Mr. Mahdi met in
Baghdad with the ambassadors
of Britain, France and Germany
whose countries have been at
the centre of efforts to resolve
the crisis.

It was unclear who initiated
the mediation.

Last month, Iraqi Foreign
Minister Hoshyar Zebari said his
country respected “the right of
Iran to have nuclear technology”
but feared an arms race in the
area, after a meeting in Baghdad
with his Iranian counterpart.

China seeks role in talks

China wants a place at the ne-
gotiating table in talks on pro
posals between the ng?xeé
powers and Iran, the G€rman
weekly Der Spiegel says in its
edition dated Monday.

Chinese Prime Minister Wen
Jiabao expressed this wish dur-
ing a telephone conversation
with German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, it says. It quotes diplo-
mats as saying Beijing is seeking
aplace at the negotiating table as
it does not want to be a step
behind other powers. — AFP
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Al- Zarqam dles
in air strlke

Associated Press
BAGHDAD, June 8: Abu
Musab al-Zargawi, al-

Qaida’s leader in Iraq who
led a bloody campaign of
suicide bombings and kid-
nappings, has been killed
in an air strike, US and
Iraqi officials said today.
His identity was confirmed
by fingerprints and a first-
hand look at his face ~ a
major victory in the US-led
war in Iraq and the broader
war on terror.

Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki said al-Zarqawi was
killed along with seven
aides, including two
women, last evening in a
remote area 50 km north-
east of Baghdad in the
volatile province of Diyala,
near the provincial capital
of Baqouba.

Loud applause broke out
as Al-Maliki, flanked by US

ﬁj{xbassador Zalmay
“$halilZdd add US Gen.

George Casey, told a Press
conference here that “al-
Zarqawi was eliminated.”
Gen. Casey said al-
Zarqawi’s spiritual adviser
Sheik Abdul Rahman also
was killed.

“Those who disrupt the
course of life, like al-
Zarqawi, will have a tragic
end,” al-Maliki said. He
also warned those who

would follow the militant’s
lead that “whenever there
is a new al-Zarqawi, we will
kill him. This is a message
for all those who embrace

violence, killing and
destruction to stop and to
(retreat) before it's too
late,” he said.

The death of Iraq’s most-
wanted militant, who was
responsible for the majori-
ty of Iraq’s worst atrocities,
was welcome news for
Iragi and US-led foices
after several. recent set-
backs, but President Bush
and US military leaders
acknowledged it was
unlikely to stop the unre-
lenting violence in the
country.

The news came amid
more attacks, with two
bombs striking a market
and a police patrol in
Baghdad, killing at least 19
people and wounding

A severe blow
to Al-Qaida
anditisa
significant
victory in the
war on terror
~ Bush

more than 40.

Al-Zarqawi's death “is a
severe blow to al-Qaida
and it is a significant victo-
ry in the war on terror,” Mr
Bush said at the White
House. “We have tough
days ahead of us in Iraq
that will require the contin-
uing patience of the
American people. It is an
opportunity for the Iraqi
government to turn the
tide of this struggle,” Mr
Bush said in a statemetit he
read out from the White
House Rose Garden.

The announcement was
a much-needed boost to
the Shi'ite prime minister,
whose nearly three week
old government of national
unity has been belea-
guered by rampant sectari-
an violence and political
infighting.

Al-Maliki also moved
ahead with his efforts to

ST TESMap

promote national recon-
ciliation among Iraq's frac-
tured ethnic and sectarian

groups, gaining parlia-
mentary approval for new
ministers of defence, inte-
rior and national security
and ending a three-week
stalemate.

US military spokesman
Maj.-Gen. William
Caldwell showed a picture
of al-Zarqawi after he was
killed and a videotape of
an attack in which He sdid
F-16-fighter jets dropped
two 500-pound bombs on
the site.

“We had absolutely no
doubt that Zarqawi was in
the house,” Caldwell said.
Al-Qaida in Iraq con-
firmed al-Zarqawi's death
and vowed to continue its
“holy war,” according to a
statement posted on a
website.

B See also page 2
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Iran “positive” on nuclgar offer

quun

N

\5

Teheran for dialogue on “some amblgultles in the package Cﬂ 3

Atul Aneja

DUBAI: Amid expressions of cau-
tious optimism, European
Union (E.U.) foreign policy chief
Javier Solana has presented Iran
with a set of incentives that it
could avail itself in case it sus-
pended its uranium enrichment
programme.

Details of the package com-
piled by the five permanent
members of the Security Council
and Germany have not been
made public.

Proposal contents

After concluding talks with
Foreign Minister Manouchehr
Mottaki, Mr. Solana said the
press and the public would have
to wait a few days before the con-
tents of the proposals were
revealed.

He said he was hopeful that
the package would evoke a posi-
tive response from Iran. “We

» Solana hopes for
- permanent agreement
with lran

o All Larijani says more
discussions are required

. Speculation rife about
the contg:;ts of package

» Teheran mlcobius EV.
initiative to hold dialogue

have submitted a package of pro-
posals by the E.U. countries, the
U.S., China and Russia to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and we
hope to receive a positive re-
sponse from Iran.”

Iran’s Fars news agency quot-
ed Mr. Solana as saying it was his
hope that the proposals that he
had brought with could lead to a
permanent agreement with
Iran.
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Soon after his arrival on Mon-
day evening, Mr. Solana said the
group of six nations that he was
representing wanted to start
with Iran “new relations based
on mutual respect and confi-
dence."

“We believe that proposals
that we plan to present to Iran
allow us to enter talks within an
atmosphere of mutual respect
and confidence.”

“Positive attributes”

Head of Iran’s supreme na-
tional security council Ali Lari-
jani, whom Mr. Solana met
earlier on Tuesday, also de-
scribed the proposals as having
positive attributes.

However, more discussions
were required as the proposals
included “some ambiguities,” he
said.

Mr. Larijani praised the Eu-
ropeans for choosing dialogue

THE HINDU

with Iran as the mechanism for
resolving differences.

“This is exactly the same thing
that Iran has frequently stressed
since the beginning of the issue.”
His remarks coincided with Mr.
Solana’s observation that fur-
ther discussion with Mr. Larijani
on the offer would be required.

There has been considerable
speculation about the contents
of the package.

The AFP news agency has re-
ported that based on an earlier .
draft, the proposals include
transfer of light water reactors
along with an assured fuel sup-
ply.

Iran would be allowed to par-
ticipate in “an international fuel
cycle centre in Russia” to enrich
uranium.

Besides, “dual-use technology
which has peaceful but also mil-
itary applications” would be
made available to Iran.
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U.S. must drop terms: Ir;jlwf@

Teheran optimistic of solution to nuclear impasse

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: Iran has said the impasse over
its nuclear programme could end if
the United States dropped its condi-
tions for talks.

“We think that if there is goodwill,
a breakthrough to get out of a sit-
uation [the European Union and
U.S.] have created for themselves... is
possible,” Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said.

Mr. Mottaki made this observation
ahead of receiving a formal package
of incentives that the five permanent
members of the Security Council and
Germany had compiled on Thursday
in Vienna. U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice had said on the eve
of these talks that Washington would
be ready for a face-to-face dialogue
provided Teheran suspended the en-
richment of uranium. Enriched ura-
nium is used for generating
electricity. However, when enriched
to a high degree, it can be used as the
explosive core of a nuclear bomb.

According to Mottaki, Teheran’s
response to the package that Europe-
an Union foreign policy chief Javier
Solana was expected to present in
Teheran shortly, could yield positive

06 N 7078

results. “We think that the views we
will present our partners could pre-
pare the ground for a comprehensive
understanding,” Mr. Mottaki saidata
press conference on Saturday.

He, however, said Iran would not
negotiate under preconditions.
“These negotiations have to be with-

China for dialogue

BEWING: China supports all the
efforts made to resolve the
nuclear issue through
diplomatic negotiations, said
Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing
on Friday.

Mr. Li spoke to Mr. Mottaki
on phone and exchanged views
on the developments.

During a telephone
conversation, Chinese
President Hu Jintao told his
U.S. counterpart George Bush
that China was ready to
maintain contact with the U.S.
and play a constructive role in
resuming negotiations as soon
as possible. — Xinhua
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out any conditions.” In Belgium, Mr.
Solana’s spokeswoman Cristina Gal-
lach confirmed he would be visiting
Teheran soon. “The trip is not going
to be a negotiating trip, the objective
is to present the proposals of the in-
ternational community,” she said.

As Mr. Solana prepared to leave for
Teheran, the United States said Iran
should promptly respond to the offer.
Otherwise, it warned, Iran could face
penalties. Mr. Mottaki observed that
Iran would study the package “within
the necessary timeframe.”

Earlier on Friday, Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said his
country would not buckle under

|

+

pressure. “Pressure by certain West- :
ern countries aiming to make us -

abandon our rights will not show re-
sults,” he warned.

In Moscow, Russian President Via-
dimir Putin has said speaking about
sanctions against Iran would be pre-
mature. “As far as sanctions are con-
cerned we think it is a bit too early at
the moment to talk about that,” he
said during a meeting with the chiefs
of international news agencies. “We
need to have a deep conversation

with the Iranian leadership,” Mr. Pu- .

tin said.
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Nuri al-Maliki:

S5

Firm stand

VA4

s reutery
Baghdatl, June 3 (Reuters):
Iraq today vowed to press on
with its own probe into the
deaths of civilians in a USraid
on the town of Ishagqi, reject-
ing the US military’s exonera-
tion of its forces.

Adnan al-Kazimi, an aide
to Prime Minister Nuri al-Ma-
liki, said the government
would also demand an apology

from the US

nd compensa-
tion for the viclims in several
cases, including the alleged
massacre in Haditha last year.

“We have from more than
one source that the Ishaqi kill-
ings were carried out under
questionable circumstances.
More than one child was kill-
ed. This was not fair for the
Iraqi people and the children
who were killed,” he said.

The US military had is-
sued a statement about Ishaqi
saying allegations that US
troops “executed a family..
and then hid the alleged
crimes by directing an air
strike, are absolutely false”.

It said troops had been
fired on as they raided a house
to arrest an al Qaida suspect.
They returned fire and called
in air support, which de-
stroyed the building, killing
one militant and resulting in
“up to nine collateral deaths”.

The military had previous-
ly said one guerrilla, two
women and a child were killed
in the March 15 raid in Ishagqi,
100 km north of Baghdad.

It has repeatedly pledged
to punish any soldier found
guilty of atrocities in Iraq, but
the decision to clear the troops
inIshaqifuelled deep mistrust
among ordinary Iraqis three
years after the US invasion.

Oﬁ jm nne THE TELEG&ApH

Russian
diplomat
shot dead

Baghdad, June 3 (Reuters):
Gunmen killed one Russian
embassy employee and kid-
napped four others in Bagh-
dad today, Russian and Iraqi
officials said, in the latest at-
tack on foreigners in the law-
less capital.

A car bomb in the southern
city of Basra Killed at least
27 people, hospital sources
said, three days after new
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
announced a security crack-
down there.

The violence was yet an-
other reminder of the chal-
lenges that Maliki, a tough-
talking Shia Islamist, faces in
delivering on his pledge to re-
store stability in Iraq.

Key to that will be the nam-
ing of non-sectarian interior
and defence ministers who
can quell communal and insu-
rgent violence, after the two
jobs remained empty because
of wrangling when Maliki's
government took office two
weeks ago.
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Nuclear package offers incentives

Atul Aneja A

MQ W

DUBAL: Foreign policy chief of th

arrived in Teheran late on Mon-

! day amid expectations that his

2!
2ot 200

visit could set in motion a pro-
ductive nuclear dialogue be-
tween Iran and the West.

He was due to meet head of
supreme national security coun-
cil Ali Larijani on Tuesday. Dur-
ing the meeting he was expected
to handover a package of incen-
tives compiled by the five per-
manent members of the UN.
Security Council and Germany
to persuade Teheran not to pur-
sue uranium enrichment.

There has been speculation
that Iran is being offered an ad-
vanced light water nuclear reac-
tor along with assured supply of
fuel as part of the package. Iran,
in return, would have to suspend
all enrichment work, which the
U.S. and its European allies fear
would allow Teheran to acquire
the know-how to produce an
atomic weapon.

Iran’s Fars news agency quot-
ed the head of the Iranian Parlia-
ment’s national security and
foreign policy commission, Alae-
din Boroujerdi, as saying the
proposals that the E.U. delega-
tion would present would be dif-
ferent from what has been
projected by the media so far.

He stressed that the Europe-

—

{c « Solana set to hoid talks

with All Larijani

» "Iran not interested in
making stom hambs"

ans were aware that Iran would
not suspend nuclear enrich-
ment. “The halt of enrichment
activities is impossible from the
technical point of view too.

Europeans have unofficially
accepted the impossibility for
the suspension of our emrich-
ment activities, and the United
States too has no way out but to
consider Iran’s suspension of
nuclear enrichment an
impossibility.”

Meanwhile, President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad has con-
veyed to U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan that his country “re-
spected” the Nuclear Nonprolif-
eration Treaty (NPT) but
wanted it to be implemented
fairly.

In a related development,
Iran’s supreme leader Ali Kha-
menei has said Teheran is not
interested in building atomic
weapons. “The accusation that
Iran is trying to produce an
atomic bomb is false and a sheer
lie,” he said. “We do not need a
nuclear bomb. We consider nu-
clear weapons an affront to Is-
lamic precepts.”
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* Time to talk
Q@& to Irim f)

or a quarter of a century, the United States has

doggedly refused formally to engage Iran in any-

thing resembling a dialogue process. Prior to 1980,

Teheran was one of Washington’s most allied al-
lies, a heavily armed outpost that practised repression
against its own people, looted the oil wealth of the country,
and helped in the projection of American power in the
Persian Gulf and West Asia. But the Islamic revolution
changed all that. The Reagan administration supported the
Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq in its aggression against Iran
and the 1990s saw the erection of a range of sanctions aimed
at stifling the Iranian oil industry. Through this period, the
U.S. has pursued a policy of unremitting hostility towards
Iran and has never hidden its aim of bringing about ‘regime
change’. The nuclear issue has now brought Washington to
the verge of war, though its hand has been stayed by the Iraq
fiasco as well as by its failure to secure the support of even
one country other than Israel for any military action. Even
its desire to get the United Nations to impose sanctions has
hit a major roadblock, with Russia and China so far refusing
to walk down that path. It is essentially the lack of options
that has compelled President George Bush to signal his
willingness to participate in multilateral negotiations with
Iran over the future of its nuclear programme. Unfortunate-
ly, his offer to talk is not unconditional and the one precon-
dition spelt out — that Iran should end all its activities
relating to nuclear fuel enrichment — is unlikely to appeal to
Teheran.

It is clear that the negotiating process must be uncondi-
tional. Washington also needs to realise that Iran will not
accept being singled out as the country that must give up its
right to the nuclear fuel cycle. If there is a general in-
ternational move towards the multinational fuel cycle ap-
proaches outlined by the International Atomic Energy
Agency’s Pellaud report, Iran may agree to be part of that
constructive effort. But in the context of illegal pressure
involving the threat of sanctions and the use of force, Teh-
eran is unlikely to accept Washington’s demand to give up its
enrichment programme. The Iranian nuclear issue also
needs to be examined in the context of the demand for a
Middle East Nuclear Weapons Free Zone in which Israel
renounces nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction.
As for the wider set of issues, any grand bargain must involve
the lifting of U.S. sanctions on the Iranian energy and bank-
ing sectors; the de-freezing of Iranian assets; and a compre-
hensive security dialogue on the right of the Palestinians to a
viable state of their own on all the territories Israel occupies
illegaily and on Israel’s right to exist within its own secure
territories. Many of these issues are no doubt unpalatable to
the Bush administration but it must start the dialogue proc-
ess without preconditions and without delay.

06 Jun 295 THE Hinpy
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2 killed in Iraqg,
o v deal yeton
- “securlty jobs

QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
BAGHDAD, JUNE 4

GUNMEN killed 21 peo-
ple, including a dozen high
school students, after they
dragged them off buses north-
east of Baghdad. The gunmen
spared four Sunni Arabs in
one of the worst sectarian
atrocities in recent weeks.

The mayor of Qara Tappah,
Serwan Shokir, said one per-
son was also wounded in the
attack which occurred in the
early morning after three mini
buses left his town headed for
Bagouba—Ilocated 60 km
northeast of Baghdad. There
were 26 people on the buses,
including the 12 students who
were killed. The students were
apparently headed for
Baqouba to take exams. Of
the dead, 19 were Shi’ite
Turkomen and two were
Kurds. The four Sunni Arabs
who survived were being ques-
tion at Qara Tappah police
station, Shokir said.

Parliament was postponed
on Sunday after Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki again
Niled to reach any consensus
0. candidates for the crucial
ministers who will run the
country’s armed forces and
police.  Al-Maliki  had
promised to name candidates
for approval by the 275-mem-
ber parliament despite the dis-
agreement, but was appar-
ently convinced to wait.

Deputy Parliament Speaker
Khalid al-Atiya, a Shi’ite, said
that dug to the large number of
candidates and failure to reach
any agreement, the political
parties decided “to give the

prime minister another chance

iy

" Hadltha Iawyerﬂays '
. US compensation

BAGHDAD: A lawyer who had

several relatives amang 24
{ragis allegedly slain by US
Marings lastfall and is repre-
senting kin of other victims
complained in a videotape on
Saturday that American com-
pensation paid to the families
was inadequate. Khaled Salem
Rsayefalso said US officers ac-
cused him and other relatives
of lying when they recounted
the shootings in theirfirst
meeting with the military after
the November 19 deaths in the
western town of Haditha. He
did not say when they met,
inan interview; 9-year-otd sur-
vivor Iman Walid Abdul-
Hameed demanded thatthose
respansible be executed. "Be-
cause they hurtus, we want
the Americansto be exe-
cuted, " man said.

—Assodiated press

it
to have more negotiations.”

Al-Maliki engaged in last
minute negotiations on Sun-
day with Sunni Arabs, Shi‘ites
and Kurds in an effort to find
a solution. The talks delayed
by hours and then suspended
the convening parliament,
which was to have voted on
the candidates for the posts
of defence, interior and minis-
ter of state for national secu-
rity. They have been staffed
by al-Maliki and one of his
deputies in the two weeks
since his government of na-
tional unity took office.

The Interior Ministry post
will go to a Shi'ite, the De-
fence Ministry to a Sunni
Arab in an effort to provide
balance on security matters.

—Associated Pry
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est readies
reak offer

s ‘make or
"for Iran

Condoleezza Says Teheran Has Weeks, Not Months, To Respond

REUTERS

Vienna: Major world powers prepared
on Friday to deliver a pivotal proposal to
Iran combining incentives to halt work
that could produce nuclear weapons with
a threat of UN Security Council action
if it refuses.

US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice said Iran had weeks, not months, to
respond. “They need to make a choice,”
she told CNN in an interview. “The in-
ternational community needs to know if
negotiation is a real option.”

A European Union diplomat said EU
foreign policy chief Javier Solana was
on standby to deliver the offer to Iran,
pending the result of contacts with
Teheran. “We have to wait a little bit.
There is a lot of diplomatic traffic going
on now with the Iranians on when to go
ahead and announce that Solana will go,”
the diplomat said.

There has been no official reaction so
far from Iran. But senior cleric Ahmad
Khatami, addressing worshippers at Fri-
day Prayers in Teheran said the Islamic
state would not be intimidated into giv-
ing up its nuclear drive.

“The Iranian nation is ready to pay
any price to protect its right (1o nuclear
technology),” Khatami said.

Officials who finalised the Iran pack-
age at a meeting of United Nations Se-
curity Council permanent members plus
Germany and the EU in Vienna on Thurs-
day said it included an offer to remove
Iran’s case from the Security Council.

“We have agreed a set of far-reaching
proposals as a basis for discussions with
Iran. We believe they offer Iran the
chance to reach a negotiated agreement
based on cooperation,” British foreign
secretary Margaret Beckett said in a
statement. Seeking to coerce as well as
coax Iran, US officials said the world pow-
ers had agreed to “measures with teeth”
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ONE VOICE: Iranian worshippers shout anti-US slogans during Friday prayers in Teheran

if it spurned the gesture, although offi-
cials declined to specify what actions
could be taken.

Russian foreign minister Sergei
Lavrov insisted military action against
Iran was not on the cards. “I can say un-
ambiguously that all the agreements
from yesterday’s meetings rule out in
any circumstances the use of military
force,” Lavrov was guoted by RIA news
agency as saying.

US officials, while saying diplomacy
was their main focus, have refused to
rule out armed action against Iran alto-

gether. Russian and Chinese opposition
to any trigger for tough sanctions on Iran,
arguing that it poses no imminent threat, :
dragged out talks with Western powers :
on a package for weeks.

Iranian officials had said in advance :
they would never barter away the Islamic |
state’s drive to enrich uranium, likening :
the proposal as akin to exchanging “can- :
dies for gold”. Iran, the world’s No.4 oil :
producer, denies seeking a nuclear ar-
senal. It says its quest for nuclear tech- :
nology will generate electricity that will !

not be diverted into bomb making. reuters
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“saddam’s ex-intell fgem:e

“chief thrown ‘out of ¢

Baghdad: The chief judge in
Saddam Hussein’s trial threw
the ousted Iraqi leader’s in-
telligence chief out of court

during a heated argument af- .

ter the defence accused the
prosecution of trying to buy
testimony from a witness.
The confrontation came on
Wednesday as defence lawyers
stepped up their attempt to
undermine the prosecution
case, demanding that all its
witnesses be re-examined to
determine whether they were
telling the truth. The lawyers
also said all prosecution doc-
uments should be reviewed if
it turns out that some Shiites

the defendants are accused of |

killing are alive.

Tension in the court grew
i when one defence witness,
i testifying from behind a cur-
: tain, claimed that chief pros-
i ecutor Jaafar Al Moussawi
tried to bribe him to testify
against Saddam over a crack-
down launched against Shi-
ites in the town of Dujail in
the 1980s.

The witness said he and
his father were arrested in
Dujail but released. He said
that in 2004 he met Al Mous-
sawi and recounted his story.
Al Moussawi “told me, ‘“This
testimony will not serve the
Iragi people. We want to sen-
tence Saddam to death’.”

: “He gave me $500,” the wit-
: ness said. “He told me to say

. It was the second time that Ibrahim, the former chief of the

Mukhabarat intelligence agency, has been thrown out of court
during the trial, which began in October

that my father was arrested
and killed in detention.”

Al Moussawi accused the
defence of making up the tes-
timony and demanded the
witness face criminal
charges. “There has been a
fabricated attack on the pros-
ecution in the past two days,”
he said. “It must be deter-
mined who recruited him to
fabricate his testimony.”

When chief judge Raouf
Abdel Rahman warned the
witness he could be prose-
cuted if he were lying, Barzan
Ibrahim—Saddam’s half-
brother and one of his seven

co-defendants—stood and
chided the judge, telling him
he should “be patient.”

“Every session you have a
lecture,” Abdel Rahman
snapped, shouting at Ibrahim
to sit down.

When Ibrahim argued
back, Abdel Rahman shout-
ed, “Get him out of the
court!” Three guards then es-
corted Ibrahim away, one of
them holding him by the
wrist. It was the second time
that Ibrahim, the former chief
of the Mukhabarat intelli-
gence agency, has been
thrown out of court during

ourt

the trial, which began in Oc-
tober last year.

Saddam and his co-defen-
dants face possible execution
by hanging if convicted on
crimes against humanity in
the Dujail crackdown, which
was sparked by a 1982 assas-
sination attempt on the then-
Iraqi leader. They are accused
of arresting hundreds of Du-
jail families, torturing and
killing women and children
and killing 148 Shiites who
were sentenced to death.

At the start of Wednes-
day’s session, defence lawyers
accused one of the prosecu-
tion’s first witnesses, Ali Al
Haidari, of perjury.

In testimony in December,
Al Haidari said he was ar-
rested at age 14 in the Dujail
sweep and was tortured with
electrical shocks and beat-
ings. He also said there was
no shooting attack on Saddam
in Dujail on July 8, 1982—only
celebratory shooting to Sad-
dam’s visit.

The defence presented a
DVD that showed Al Haidari
addressing a 2004 ceremony
in Dujail and praising the at-
tack on Saddam as an attempt
by “sons of Dujail ... to kill
the greatest tyrant in modern
history.”

“He’s ... contradicting his
testimony,” defence lawyer
Ziyad Al Najdawi told the
court. AGeNcIes
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Iran welcomes U.S. offer of

talks but rejects cond

Sources close to Supreme Leader yet to express opinion o

Atul Aneja

DUBAI: Iran has welcomed talks
with the United States but has ob-
jected to Washington’s condition
that dialogue was possible only if
Teheran suspended  nuclear
enrichment.

“Iran welcomes dialogue under
just conditions but [we] won't give
up our [nuclear] rights,” Iranian
state television quoted Foreign
Minister Manouchehr Mottaki as
saying. “We won’t negotiate about
the Iranian nation’s natural nucie-
ar rights but we are prepared, with-
in a defined, just framework and
without any discrimination, to
hold dialogue about [our] common
concerns,” he observed.

U.S. Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice on Wednesday had de-
clared that Washington would
participate in talks after Teheran
fully and verifiable suspended its
enrichment programme. Later U.S.
President George W. Bush' zaid
that, “Our message to the Iranians
is that one, you won’t have a weap-
on, and two, that you must ver-

ifiably suspend any programmes at
which point we will come to the

negotiating table to work on away

forward.”

“No incriminating evidence”

Mr. Mottaki, on his part indicat- ~

ed that Iran was not inclined to
suspend uranjum enrichment.

“There is no evidence proving

Iran’s diversion {toward nuclear
weapons]. Therefore, Iran is inter-
ested in continuing this path,” he
said.

Analysts point out that the final
word on the Iranian disposition to-
wards the U.S. statement might not
have come so far. They point out
that a more complete picture
would be available once the head of
the Supreme National Security
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FOCUS ON RAN: U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice (eft), who arrived in Vienna on
Thursday for attending the meeting of the U.S., Europe, Russia and China on Iran’s
nuclear programme, with Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula Plassnik. -~ PHOTO: AP

Council, Ali Larijani, who is known
to be close to Ali Khamenei, Iran’s
supreme leader revealed his mind
on the subject. Besides, the content
of the address by important clerics
during Priday prayers would also
show how the Iranian religious es-

tablishment was interpreting the
U.S. declaration.

Earlier, Kazem Jalali, spokes-
man for the Foreign Policy and Na-
tional Security Committee of the
Iranian Parliament said that there
was a possibility that the U.S. move

THE HinDy

might be viewed positively, provid-
ed the preconditions that had been
imposed were dropped. Responding
to the Ms, Rice’s statement, China
has also voiced its concerns about

the conditionality for the talks that
had been imposed. \



