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The Bush administration's decision to consider sitting down with the Iranian
government underscores a central truth of diplomacy today: Nuclear
weapons buy leverage.

For six years, President Bush and his aides have dismissed the idea of
talking with Iran about its nuclear programs, and until last year gave little
support to European efforts to restrain Iranian nuclear activity. Attempts by
former Iranian president Mohammad Khatami, a moderate, to foster a
dialogue were rejected, and even back-channel moves failed to gain traction.

Now, in perhaps the biggest foreign policy shift of his presidency, Bush has
approved the idea of sitting down at the table with the Iranian government --
one headed by a former student radical who denies the Holocaust. Attached
to the U.S. offer was a stern condition: a verified suspension of Iran's
nuclear enrichment operations. But the offer overturned a long-standing
taboo, and it came from an administration stocked with officials who have
made little secret of their desire to overthrow the government in Tehran.

The administration made this move at a moment of weakness. The
president's public opinion ratings are among the lowest ever recorded for a
modern president, and oil prices have reached record levels, in part because
of the confrontation with Iran. The high price of oil, in turn, has enriched the
Iranian treasury.

Iran recently announced it had learned how to achieve a key aspect of
enriching uranium -- sooner than expected -- raising the stakes in the
confrontation. Even so, the lingering fallout from the administration's
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decision to attack Iraq has made it increasingly difficult to win the support for sanctions on Iran from

critical nations such as Russia and China.

A key factor in Bush's decision yesterday is the influence of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, who
announced the offer in a televised news conference. Since becoming secretary of state last year, Rice has
worked assiduously to make certain that the United States does not maneuver itself into becoming the

world's enemy No. 1, as it did on the Iraq war.

When Rice made her first trip overseas as secretary last year, to Europe, she had expected to hear a lot of
concern about Iraq. Instead, she later said, she was surprised to learn that the confrontation over Iran's
nuclear program was a bigger concern -- and that the United States was considered the problem.

She very quickly won Bush's approval for a public shift in policy: active support of the European
negotiating track. The support included withdrawing the U.S. objection to Iran's application to the World
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Trade Organization and allowing Iran the potential to purchase civilian aviation spare parts.

At the time, Rice insisted that the decision to support the Europeans did not mean the Americans would
join the talks. (Lower-level U.S. officials on occasion have talked to Iranian counterparts about
Afghanistan and Iraq.)

"We've made very clear that we have a lot of other problems with the Iranians,” Rice said when she
announced the decision in March 2005. "We've also made very clear that we don't intend to do anything
to legitimize the Iranian regime. And so what we're looking at here is helping the Europeans in their
diplomacy, not shifting policy toward Iran.”

But the Iranians walked away from those talks, and the administration slowly found itself drawn into a
different stance as the diplomacy unfolded. Rice needed to win over the Russians and Chinese -- and
keep the Europeans in line -- so she quietly dropped the objections to the Iranian desire for nuclear
power. Previously, the administration had insisted Iran had no need for nuclear power because of its vast
oil and gas reserves. But to placate other nations, U.S. officials retreated from that insistence.

"The Iranian people believe they have a right to civil nuclear energy," Rice said yesterday. "We
acknowledge that right."

Over the past two months Bush and Rice, along with Vice President Cheney and national security
adviser Stephen J. Hadley, have considered the question of whether the time was right for the United
States to sit at the talks. Once Bush received assurances earlier this week from leaders of China, Russia
and other nations that if this offer were rejected they would accept a harder line against Iran, U.S.
officials decided to go forward with the plan.

Rice said yesterday that she advocated this decision in part because of echoes of the concerns that she
heard on her first trip -- that the United States was not serious about resolving this issue with diplomacy.

Conservatives in the administration have chafed at the shifts, suggesting it shows weakness on the part
of the United States because Iran apparently has been able to make significant progress in nuclear
energy -- with little apparent consequence.

Rice made this new move just as it appeared the European effort was on the verge of collapsing through
division and lack of leadership. The Germans, eager to strike a deal with Iran, have been the most
adamant that the United States needed to join the talks.

"If this is what it takes to get Russia and China to join in sanctions, so be it," one administration skeptic
said. "But I am most concerned that we will end up renegotiating with ourselves again."
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Rice, Rumsfeld
i Baghdad on_,
support mission
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Baghdad, April 26

US PRESIDENT George W.
Bush dispatched America's
top two foreign policy officials
to Iraq on Wednesday in sepa-
rate, surprise missions calcu-
lated to demonstrate a strong
show of support for the coun-
try's emerging new govern-
ment,

Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld arrived unan-
nounced for a daylong series :
of meetings with top US com-
manders and the newly select- Rice and Ramsfsld
ed Iraqi leaders. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice flew in
from Turkey a few hours later
to shore up the US show of
support. "We just want to
make sure there are no seams
between what we're doing po-
litically and what we're doing
militarily," Rice told reporters
en route to Iraq. "Secretary
Rumsfeld and I are going to be
there together because a lot of
the work that has to be done is
at that juncture between polit-
ical and military."

She and Rumsfeld huddled
with the US ambassador and
other top US military and
civilian officials for lunch and s enate blow fOl’ B"Sh
th.(-m planned to meet]omtly THE US Senate voted on

| with the newly designated wednesday to divert some of
| prime minister. Rice sched-  the money President George
uled a separate one-on-one W, Bush requested for the war
meeting with him later. in Iraq to instead increase
Asked whether the break- patrols against illegal immi-
through agreements last week-  grants on the nation's borders
end to name Jawad al-Maliki  and provide the Coast Guard
as prime minister and to fill  with new boats and choppers.
six other top government posts  An amendment cutting the
moves US officials closer to raq request by $1.9 billion to
implementing the expected pay for new aircraft and patrol
troop reductions this year, poats, as well as checkpoints
Casey rephgd, "It certamly 1sa a|ong the Mexico border was
major step in the process.” adopted on 59-39 vote.
Rumsfeld, who appeared AP, Washington
with Casey before reporters,
said one of the subjects they
had discussed was engaging formed and the ministers are
the emerging Iraqi govern- in place, that it's appropriate
ment in talks on the future of for us to begin discussions
military bases and the divi- with the new government
sion of security responsibili- about the conditions on the
ties between American and ground and the pace at which
Iragi troops. we'll be able to turn over re-
"There is no question but sponsibility in the provinces,” |
that as the new governmentis Rumsfeld said.

Desert safari
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Donald Rumsfeld is giVél $

backing over Iraq war *

Charlie Savage

WASHINGTON: Supporters rallied
around U.S. Defence Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld on Sunday,
saying is being made a scapegoat
for the difficult situation in Irag
by retired generals who have

called for his removal.

In comments that echoed a
Pentagon memo circulated to
Mr. Rumsfeld’s supporters, re-
tired General Richard B. Myers,
former chairman of the Joint

. Chiefs of Staff, and key Repub-
' lican members of Congress in-
sisted that Mr. Rumsfeld’s
critics were wrong to blame the
military chief for problems in
Iraq.

More Democrats also joined
the fray. They asserted that the
Defence Secretary had planned
poorly and had led with arro-
gance, and that the combination
had been largely to blame for the
failure to stabilise postwar Iraq.
They said it is time for change at
the Pentagon.

War of words

The war of words renewed the
political controversy surround-
ing Mr. Rumsfeld, who came un-
der an unusual public attack last
week by six retired Iraq war gen-
erals.

Among the criticisms was that
he had refused to send enough
troops to Iraq for the occupation
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to succeed.

OnABC’s “The Week” on Sun-
day, Gen. Myers rejected asser-
tions that Mr. Rumsfeld had
intimidated him and other se-
nior military leaders into signing
off on the Defence Secretary’s
plan to go into Irag with a light
force, against their better judg-
ment.

“I don’t believe that is correct
at all,” Gen. Myers said. “One of
the things about Secretary
Rumsfeld and working for him is
you have tremendous access,
and you can present your argu-
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ments.” Gen. Myers added that it
was inappropriate for uni-
formed military officers to crit-
icise civilian leaders in public.
“When it's all said and done,”
Gen. Myers said, “in our system
the aisdliar cundror of” the mil-
itary means the civilians make
the decision ... and we live by
those decisions.”

Dispute

But the dispute among the re-
tired generals became fodder for
members of Congress of both
parties, including several who
are potential candidates for
their party’s 2008 presidential
nomination.

On CBS’s “Face the Nation,”
for example, New Mexico Gover-
nor Bill Richardson, a likely
Democratic presidential conten-
der, said Mr. Rumsfeld had “mis-
managed” the Iraq war and that
he should “should step aside”.

What you're seeing is deep
frustration in the military,” Ri-
chardson said, “deep frustration
within our troops who are not
getting enough armour. ... It is
obvious that Secretary Rumsfeld
did not listen to them. ... That’s
why we’re in this morass.”

Senator George Allen said Mr.
Rumsfeld had been a victim of
“scapegoating” by Bush’s politi-
cal enemies. —New York
Times News Service
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Iraqi sectarian strife
serious: US study".-

By Eric Schmitt &

Edward Wong \&

Washington: An internal staff
report by the US embassy and
the military command in Bagh-
dad provides a sobering
province-by-province snapshot
of Iraqg’s political, economic and
security situation, rating the
overall stability of six of the 18
provinces ‘serious’ and one ‘crit-
ical’. The report is a counter-
point to some recent upbeat pub-
lic statements by top American
politicians and military officials.

The report, 10 pages of brief-
ing points titled “Provincial
Stability Assessment,” under-
scores the shift in the nature of
the Iraq war three years after
the toppling of Saddam Hus-
sein. Warnings of sectarian
and ethnic frictions are raised
in many regions, even in those
provinces generally described
as non-violent by American
officials. i

There are alerts about the
growing power of [Iranian-
backed religious Shiite parties,
several of which the United
States helped put into power, and
rival militias in the south. The
authors also point to the Arab-
Kurdish fault line in the north as
a major concern, with the two
ethnicities vying for power in
Mosul, where violence is ram-
pant, and Kirkuk, whose oil
fields are critical for jump-start-
ing economic growth inIraq.

The patterns - of discord
mapped by the report confirm
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that ethnic and rehgloll\
schisms have become en-
trenched across much of the
ountry, even as monthly
American fatalities have fallen.
Those indications, taken with
recent reports of mass migra-
tions from mixed Sunni-Shiite
areas, show that Iraq is under-
going a de facto partitioning
along ethnic and sectarian
lines, with clashes sometimes
political, sometimes violent
taking place in those mixed ar-
eas where different groups

The report also points
to the Arab-Kurdish fault
line in the north as
a major concern, with
the two ethnicities
vying for power

mZt The report, the first of its
kind, was written over a six-
week period by a joint civilian
and military group in Baghdad
that wanted to provide a base-
line assessment for conditions
that new reconstruction teams
would face as they were de-
ployed to the provinces, said
Daniel Speckhard, an US am-
bassador in Baghdad who over-
sees reconstruction efforts.

The writers included offi-
cials from the American em-
bassy’s political branch, recon-
struction agencies and the
American mikitary command
in Baghdad, Speckhard said.
The authors also received in-
formation from State Depart-
ment officers in the provinces.

The report was part of a pe-
riodic briefing on Iraq that the
State Department provides to
Congress, and has been shown
to officials on Capitol Hill, in-
cluding those involved in budg-
eting for the reconstruction
teams. It is not clear how many
top US officials have seen it; the
report has not circulated wide-
ly at the Defence Department
or the National Security Coun-
cil, spokesmen said.

A copy of the report was pro-
vided to The New York Times
by a government official in
Washington who opposes the
way the war is being conducted
and said the confidential as-
sessment provided a more real-
istic gauge of stability in Iraq
than the recent portrayals by
senior military officers.
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Iran to allow

mspectlonsw
w1th a rider "

: TEHERAN, April 29: In an

apparent bid to keep it’s
nuclear programme from
coming to a sanctions vote
in the UN Sccurity Coun-
¢il, an Iranian nuclear
official said today that
Teheran was ready for a
conditional return to
intrusive inspections but
that uranium enrichment
would continue.

“If the issue is returned
to the International Atomic
Energy Agency, we will be
ready to allow intrusive
inspections,” Mohammed
Sacedi, Iran’s deputy
nuclear chief, told 4 state-
run television today.

Mohamed  ElBaradei,
IAEA chief, confirmed in
a report yesterday that
Iran has successfully
produced enriched ura-
nium and has defied a
UN Security Council
deadline to halt all activ-
ities related to uranium
enrichment.

The TAEA  report
brought swift reactions
yesterday from nations
concerned with Iran’s
nuclear development.

US President George W
Bush said the world was
concerned about Iran’s
“desire to have not only a
nuclear weapon but the

als o<

capacity to make a
nuclear weapon.”

Mr Bush added that he
was not discouraged by
Iran’s vow to defy world
pressure, saying: “I think
the diplomatic options
are just beginning.” US
Ambassador Mr John
Bolton took a tough line,
saying: “The IAEA report
shows that Iran has
accelerated its efforts to
acquire nuclear weapons
although, of course, the
report doesn’t make any
conclusions in  that
regard. We're ready to
proceed; we’re ready to
move expeditiously,”Mr
Bolton said.

“...They have to comply
or the Security Council is
free to take other steps.”
he said. Mr ElBaradei’s
report may spark a divi-
sive debate in the Security
Council when foreign
ministers of its five per-
manent members plus
Germany meet at the UN
headquarters in New
York on 9 May to discuss
the next step.

France and Britain have
joined the USA in sup-
porting strong action
against Iran, while Russia
and China want the IAEA

to take the lead in finding -
a diplomatic solutiory&
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Tehran remains defiant

Report puts
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ran

Vienna, April 28 (Reuters):
The world’s nuclear watchdog
said in a report circulated
today that Iran has ignored a
UN Security Council call to
suspend all nuclear fuel en-
richment and has accelerated
the programme.

The report, which diplo-
mats passed to Reuters, was
sent to the Security Council
which could eventually im-
pose sanctions on Iran.
Tehran has said its enrich-
ment policy is irreversible. It
has vowed to withstand any
consequences, whether finan-
cial penalties or military at-
tack. Iranian officials were not
immediately available for
comment.

However, hours before de-
tails of the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) report emerged, Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said Iran would pay no heed to
any UN measure designed to
rein in its nuclear pro-
gramme. “Those who want to
prevent Iranians from obtain-
ing their right, should know
that we do not give a damn
about such resolutions,” he
told a rally in northwest Iran.

President George W. Bush
said he wanted peaceful per-
suasion to prevail. “It’s very
important for the Iranians to
understand there is a common
desire by a lot of nations in
this world to convince them,
peacefully convince them, that
they ought to give up their
weapons ambitions,” Bush
said.

B
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The TAEA report con-
firmed that Iran had flouted
the Security Council's de-
mands. “Iran was supposed to
suspend, but since they con-
tinue to do experiments, they
have not suspended enrich-
ment efforts,” said a senior of-
ficial close to the IAEA.

The TAEA also said Iran
had done little during a 30-day
grace period to answer ques-
tions meant to determine
whether its nuclear pro-
gramme is purely civilian.

The report said IAEA tests
confirmed Iran’s claim this
month to have enriched urani-
um with a cascade of 164 cen-
trifuges to the low level needed
to fuel nuclear power plants. It
must be purified to a much
higher level for bomb-making.

Iran was also building two
new cascades of 164 cen-
trifuges at its underground en-
richment plant.

Diplomats said questions
persisted over Iranian re-
search on advanced “P-2"” cen-
trifuges, documents on how to
design an atomic bomb core,
and intelligence reports of
links between uranium ore
processing, high-explosives
tests and a missile warhead
design.

Mark Fitzpatrick, nuclear
analyst at the International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies in
London, said interest in IAEA
chief Mohamed ElBaradei’s
report focused on how it as-
sessed Iran’s claims to rapid
progress toward mastering
the enrichment nrocece
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Korean : “"g%
missiles .«

Agence France Presse

JERUSALEM, April 27: Iran
has purchased North
Korean long-range ballistic
missiles capable of hitting
Europe, the head of Israel’s
military intelligence was
reported today as saying.

Some of the missiles,
which have a range of 2,500
km and are known in the
West as BM-25, have
already arrived in Iran,
General Amos Yadlin said
in a lecture yesterday in
comments reported by the
Haaretz newspaper.

While Iran already had
missiles capable of hitting
arch-enemy Israel and US
bases in the Middle East,
the new weapons pose a
threat for countries else-
where in the region and in
Europe that now come into
Iranian range, Haaretz
said. The new ground-to-
ground missiles operate on
liquid fuel. They were orig-
inally manufactured in the
Soviet Union, where they

Abbas proposal

HELSINKI, April 27:
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas today
said he would contact
Israeli leaders with an offer
1o restart peace talks after
they form a new
government. BAP

were adapted for use by
submarines and able to
carry a nuclear warhead.

After the Soviets retired
the missiles from service,
they sold them to the
North Koreans, who devel-
oped them to carry a heav-
ier payload, Haaretz said.

Iran's  medium-range
Shahab-3 missiles, with a
range of 2,000 km, already
put Israel and US bases in
the Middle East within
reach. Several weeks ago,
Iran successfully test-fired
a new high-speed under-
water missile capable of
destroying huge warships
and submarines.
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Car bomb blasts rattle Baghdad

Fifteen killed, 100 wounded in violence; police discover 20 bullet-riddled bodies

BAGHDAD: Seven car bomb explo-
sions and shootings killed 15
persons and wounded 100 in
Baghdad on Monday as Wash-
ington stepped up pressure for
Shia Premier-designate Jawad
al-Maliki to form a government
and halt Irag’s slide into civil
war.

Police also discovered bodies
of 20 Iragqis, apparent victims of
sectarian killings. “All the men
had bullets in their heads,” an
Interior Ministry official said.

The latest wave of violence
came as U.S. President George
W. Bush stepped up pressure on
Mr. Maliki to quickly form a na-
tional unity government, with
the U.S. military facing one of its
bloodiest periods in Iraq since
the 2003 invasion.

About 60 U.S. servicemen
have been killed in Iraq this
month, taking the military’s
death toll since the invasion to
2,392,

More than four months after
the December election for Irag’s
first full-term post-Saddam gov-
ernment, political leaders have
yet to form a working Cabinet
after months of bickering over
who should be the next Prime
Minister.,

On Saturday the deadlock ap-
peared broken when Mr. Maliki
was nominated by the dominant
Shia bloc, the United Iraq Alli-
ance, as acompromise candidate
after the withdrawal of outgoing
Prime Minister Ibrahim Jaafa-
ri’s candidacy. .

On Sunday, Mr. Bush tele-
phoned Mr, Maliki, as well as
re-selected President Jalal Tala-
bani and new Parliament Speak-
er Mahmud Mashhadani, urging
them to form a national unity
government.

“1 told them they have awe-

a0

v

Mustansiriya University in Baghdad on Monday. - PHOTO

some responsibilities to their
people,” Mr. Bush said. “They
have a responsibility to defeat
the terrorists. They have a re-
sponsibility to unite their coun-
try and I believe they will.”
Heavy U.S. military casualties
and an upsurge in sectarian vio-
lence alongside the long-run-
ning Sunni Arab militancy have

D e ane INAR
i v

.emerged as the major obstacles
to U.S. hopes of withdrawing its
130,000 troops three years after
the invasion.

Saddam link to massacre

Meanwhile, thé prosecution
er Iraqi Presi-

THE Hivey

: AFP

against him after a new report by
handwriting experts that linked
him to the massacre of Shia vil-
lagers in the 1980s.

After a 90-minute session
with Mr. Hussein and his seven
co-defendants all in court, the
trial was adjourned for three
weeks to May 15, when the de-
fence is expected to start pre-

DEADLY HAVOC: Iraqi policemen survey the wreckage of a vehicle after two car bombs exploded outside

\

senting witnesses. The
tribunal’s chief investigative
judge Raed al-Juhi said the pros-
ecution had “finished submit-
ting evidence, though we cannot
say that it has rested its case.”

“The process of prosecutiop’
will continue until a verdict s
passed,” Mr. Juhi said. "AP,
AFP v
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“Iran raises

pitch before

. fw\\‘\

key session,

Tehran, April 23 (Reuters):
Iran’s decision to enrich ura-
nium is irreversible, its for-
eign ministry said today in de-
fiance of international de-
mands it halt all nuclear work.

Iran, accused by western
nations of seeking nuclear
bombs, said this month it had
enriched uranium for the first
time to a level used in power
stations.

“Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment and nuclear research
and development activities
are irreversible,” foreign min-
istry spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi told a weekly news con-
ference.

Western nations have
threatened to seek sanctions
on Iran if it does not stop en-
richment. The US has not
ruled out military action, a
step other western states, as
well as Russia and China, op-
pose.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) is due
to report by April 28 on
whether Iran is complying
with a UN demand that it halt
enrichment, a process that can
have civilian and military
uses.

“If the (IAEA) report con-
tains expert assessment, there
will be nothing left to worry
about,” Asefi said.

“However, if the report
comes out and somehow puts
pressure on Iran or speaks
with a language of threats,
naturally Iran will not aban-
don its rights and it is pre-
pared for all possible situa-
tions and has planned for
them,” he said.

Iran says its nuclear pro-
gramme is purely for generat-
ing electricity, Western na-
tions say the only way for

Yot G

Tehran 0 prove it is not seek-
ing atomic bombs is to re-
nounce all sensitive nuclear
technology.

French foreign minister
Philippe Douste-Blazy said he
was very worried by Iran’s lat-
est statement, but said a mili-
tary option was not on the
agenda.

“When I see this declara-
tion today that tells us that the
enrichment is irreversible, we
are extremely concerned,” he
told Paris radio station Radio
J.

Top US congressional in-
telligence committee mem-
bers said Washington did not
have enough intelligence to
know if Iran was capable of
producing nuclear weapons in
the near future.

“We've got along way to go
in rebuilding our intelligence
community.... We don’t have
all of the information we
would like to have,” House
Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence Chairman
Peter Hoekstra, a Republican,
said.

Jane Harman, a senior De-
mocrat on the House Intelli-
gence Committee, also said US
intelligence was thin. “Just
the fact that the Iranian gov-
ernment is making a lot of
noise doesn’t prove their capa-
bilities,” she said.

Iran has stoked worries in
the West by saying it is press-
ing ahead with research and
development on advanced P-2
centrifuges, which can enrich
uranium faster than its exist-
ing P-1 units.

“So far, we have never used
P-2 centrifuges,” Asefisaid. He
added that Iran was still dis-
cussing a plan to enrich urani-
um on Russian soil.

2 4 499 2006

THE TEIF Ry




Iran’s ‘deal’ Wlth Russm

ASSOCIATED Presse
Tehran, April 22

W

0

IRAN’S ENVOY to the\UN nu-
clear watchdog agency said on
Saturday the Islamic republic
had reached a “basic deal” with
the Kremlin to form a joint ura-
nium enrichment venture on
Russian territory, state-run tel-
evision reported.

Ali Asghar Soltanieh, envoy to
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, “spoke of a basic ag-
reement between Iran and Rus-
sia to set up a joint uranium en-
richment firm on Russian soil,”
Iranian state television reported.

It remained unclear, though,
whether Iran would entirely give
up enrichment at home, a top de-
mand of the West, or whether
the joint venture would comple-
ment Iran’s existing enrichment

’rx[" {t"‘.’\g
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programme. Enriched uranium
can be used to fuel nuclear reac-
tors that generate electricity or
to make atomic bombs.

“Only issues regarding tech-
nical, legal and financial mat-
ters remain to be resolved whi-
ch need more deliberation and
exchange of views,” the televi-
sion quoted Soltanieh as saying
in Moscow on Saturday.

Soltanieh made the comment
on the sidelines of an energy co-
nference. Russia and state televi-
sion gave no details on the deal.
In February, Iran and Russia an-
nounced that they had reached a
“basic agreement” to establish a

Jomt uramum enrichment ven-
ture in Russian, but details were
never worked out. Iran has vow-
ed it would never give up its ri-
ght under the Nuclear Non-pro-
liferation Treaty to enrich urani- *
um and produce nuclear fuel.

The US has accused Iran of
using its civilian nuclear progr-
amme as a cover to build weap-
ons. But, Tehran denied it, say-
ing its programme is geared me-
rely to generating electricity.
The UN Security Council has gi-
ven Iran until April 28 to cease
uranium enrichment. The coun-
cil has the power to impose eco-
nomic and political sanctions.

But Iran has rejected the cou-
ncil’s demand and announced
early this month that it had en-
riched uranium with 164 centri-
fuges — a step toward large-
scale production.
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Jawad Maliki endorsed .

as Iraq's Prime Minister ¢

‘W\

_/

Sunni groups welcome nomination; Talabani wins second term

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: After months of wran-
gling, Iraq is poised to have a
national unity government
headed by Shia leader Jawad Al
Maliki.

Parliament convened on Sat-
urday and elected Kurdish lead-
er Jalal Talabani President for a
second term. Mr. Talabani then
asked Mr. Maliki to form the
next government.

“I would like to inform the
brothers and sisters that we de-
cided unanimously to endorse
our dear brother... to head the
Cabinet,” he said.

Mahmoud Al-Mashhadani, a
Sunni Arab was elected Speaker,
while posts of two Deputy
Speakers went to Khalid al-Atti-
yah, a Shia, and Aref Tayfour, a
Kurd.

Shia leader Abdel Adel Mehdi
and Tarig Al Hashemi, a Sunni
were slated to become
Vice-Presidents.

In its meeting on Friday, six
out of the seven constituents of
the United Iraqi Alliance (U1A),
Irag’s main Shia grouping
agreed on Mr. Maliki’s nomina-
tion. The representative of Fadi-
lah party, led by Shia cleric
Mogqtada Al Sadr said that de-
spite reservations, his group
would not oppose Mr Maliki’s
candidature. ‘

Mr. Maliki has been a close
ally of Ibrahim Al Jaafari who
had been UIA’s first choice for
Prime Minister. Mr. Jaafari de-
cided to step down after Iraq’s
Sunni and Kurdish groups op-

[ Mal g

Quest for new Iraqi Prime Minister

Embattied Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jasfari has cleared the way for Shia
leaders to withdraw his nomination for a second term, a step that could
mark a breakthrough in ﬂumummmnhbnnamgmm

Prime Minister by just one vote. He is
rejected by Sunnis and Kurds, who
blamehknhﬁsehmﬂuvloleme

Ibrahim al~Jaafari

fails to reach deal to form govemment

P Apr 7: More than 1,000 iraq) civil
reported killed In violsnee i

Hussain al-
Shahristani
Source: Wire agencies

P Apr 21-22: Shia allance votes on
al-Jaafari's candidacy. Possible other
candidates are Jawad al-Maliki and
All al-Adeeb - members of al-Jaafari’s
Dawa party - deputy speaker of
Parliament Hussain al-Shahristanj
and Vice President Adil Abduli-Mehd!

Adil Abdul-Mahdi
Pictures: AP
© GRAPHIC NEWS

posed his name. The Americans
had also declared their opposi-
tion to the candidature of Mr.
Jaafari, who has had a long asso-
ciation with Iran.

Mr. Maliki also belongs to the
Daawa party and is its deputy
leader. However, unlike Mr. Jaa-
fari who had spent several years
in exile in Iran, Mr, Maliki had
spent most of his time outside
Iraq in Syria. This was in the
eighties when the Iran-Iraq war
had begun and he had to flee the
country because the Ba’athist
regime had threatened Daawa
party leaders with death,

Analysts point out that Mr.
Maliki’s relativelyloose ties with

plalaln

Iran were a factor in his nomi-
nation. In comparison, Ali Al-
Adeeb, another possible candi-
date, belonged to a family of
Iranian origin.

Mr. Maliki, since his return
from exile, has been an impor-
tant member of the “de-Ba’ath-
ification” committee that was
involved in purging Ba'ath party
loyalists of the former President,
Saddam Hussein. He also served
on the panel that drafted the
constitution, and had been ap-
pointed as Deputy Speaker of
the Interim Nationa] Assembly.

Mr. Maliki’s nomination has
not faced any opposition from
Sunni groups, who are slated for

a prominent role in the new
composite government. “We
welcome the choice of Maliki
and believe that we can now
form a national unity govern-

} ment in Iraq which will be non-

sectarian,” Zhafer al-Ani of the
Sunni Iragi Accord Front was
quoted as saying. Observers
point out that while nominating

| Mr. Maliki, the Shias have drop-

ped their objections to Mr.
Mashhadani, a known Sunni
hardliner, who has been ap-
pointed Speaker.

Kurdish leaders also did not
object to Mr. Maliki’s nomina-
tion. Mr. Maliki’s next challenge
would be to appoint officials for
the powerful oil, interior, de-
fence and finance ministries.

11 bodies found

AP reports:

Suspected militants on Satur-
day set off two bombs in a public
market in northern Iraq, the sec-
ond one timed to hit emergency
crews arriving at the scene, and
the blasts killed at least two Ira-
qis and wounded 17, police said.

The bodies of 10 Iragis who
apparently were tortured and
killed in captivity also were
found in other areas of Irag, po-
lice said. In the market attack,
the fist bomb exploded in the
middle Mugdadiyah, a town
about 90 km north of Baghdad,
causing a large fire, police said.

‘When fire engines arrived, the
second bomb went off, killing a
firefighter and a civilian, and
wounding 17 civilians, police
said.




Jaafari ready
to step down
Y

Baghdad, April 20

IRAQI LEGISLA-
TORS on Thurs-
day postponed
parliament until
Saturday for the
second time in a
week to allow
wrangling politi-
cal blocs more
time to agree on a
government of national unity.

Speaker of parliament Adnan Pachachi
made the announcement hours after em-
battled Prime Minister Ibrahim Al Jaa-
fari said his Shia Alliance should decide
whether he should resign, a step that
could break a months-long deadlock.

Irag’s Shia Alliance said it would hold
a new internal vote for a nominee for
prime minister, raising the possibility
that Jaafari will be pushed aside to end a
deadlock over the government,

“The general chamber in the Alliance
will vote on this issue as it did previous-
ly. That will be soon,” Alliance member
Hussain Al Shahristani said at a news
conference.

“Leaders of political parties have
agreed to postpone parliament. There are
still some issues that have not been re-
solved yet,” Pachachi told a news confer-
ence. The assembly has sat only once
since elections in December.

Jaafari has been under growing pres-
sure from within his own UIA, as well as
from other parliamentary blocs, to with-
draw his candidacy in the face of a consis-
tent failure since December elections to
agree on a cabinet. :

Jawad al-Maliki, spokesman for the
prime minister’s Dawa party, told re-
porters that “circumstances and updates
had occurred” prompting Oal-Jaafari to re-
fer the nomination back to the alliance “so
that it take the appropriate decision.”

He said the prime minister was not quit-
ting but “he is not sticking to this post”.

The United States hopes a government
comprising Shias, Sunni Arabs and Kurds
will foster stability and set the stage for
an eventual withdrawal of the US troops
from the region.

It has grown increasingly anxious as
Iraqi politicians bicker over forming a gov-
ernment seen as the best hope to avert a
civil war. |

Agencies |

INDIAN F XPRESS,
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Iraq-tussle takes new turn

Leading Shia alliance for fresh talks over Premier

. ’

Atul Anej o © S

R & » Jaafarl for confirmation
DUBAL: The tussle over the forma- of his awolntme“t
tion of a national unity govern-
ment in Iraq has entered its next  Meeting slated for
round with the leading Shia alli- Saturday
ance deciding to hold fresh talks
over the appointment of its  ®U.S. for early resolution
Prime Ministerial candidate. of the standoff
The United Iraqi Alliance (UIA)
— a combine of seven Shia ate”

groups, which has won maxi-
mum seats in the parliamentary
elections, had chosen Ibrahim
Jaafari for the post of Prime
Minister in February.

But on Thursday, Mr. Jaafari
said the UIA should meet afresh
to confirm his appointment,
which the rival Sunni and Shia
groups have opposed.

The meeting is slated for Sat-
urday.

A UIA official, Jawad Al-Mali-

“You'll find me totally pre-
pared to accept your decision for
the sake of the unity of the
Alliance.”

Mr. Maliki clarified that Mr.
Jaafari was not stepping down,
but was “not sticking to this
post.”

On Wednesday, Mr. Jaafari
had said submitting his resigna-
tion was “absolutely not” in his
plans.

Faced with the new develop-
ments, the Parliament session,
which was scheduled for Thurs-

day, has been put off by two days.
The UIA leader Ab(%iz Al-

[y

rj/\\

Hakim, who belongs to the Su-
preme Council for Islamic Revo-
lution in Iraq (SCIRI), was now
expected to play a key role in
making the final decision on Mr.
Jaafari’s candidature.

The United States has been
pressing the UIA leadership to
end the standoff over Mr. Jaafa-
ri’s appointment.

U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zal-
may Khalilzad has been quoted
as saying U.S. President George
Bush “doesn’t want, doesn’t sup-
port, doesn’t accept” Mr. Jaafari
to be the next Prime Minister.
Analysts point out that Mr. Jaa-
fari has been opposed because of
his past linkages with Iran,
where he spent several years in
exile and for his “socialist
tendencies.”

The logjam over the forma-
tion of a new government comes
in the wake of difficulties in
starting the proposed direct ne-
gotiations between Iran and the
United States on Iraq.




Russia, China A/
reject sanctions™

\
To wait for IAEA report onlran &)’ k

e N .
Vladimir Radyuhin \ A \ and even the use of force against
A : \

Y, \
MOSCOW: Russia and China have
balked at endorsing U.S.-pushed
sanctions against Iran at a meet-
ing of major powers in Moscow.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said Moscow would not
be rushed into any action against
Iran.

“We are convinced of the need
to wait for the head of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency, Mohamed ElBaradei, to
present a report on Iran’s nucle-
ar programme at the end of the
month,” Mr. Lavrov said after a
late evening talks on Tuesday
between the permanent five
members of the UN. Security
Council — Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United
States — plus Germany. He
stressed that the report must
first be discussed at the IAEA’s
Board of Governors before going
to the U.N. Security Council.

The U.S. at the meeting re-
portedly pushed for invoking
Chapter 7 of the UN. Charter,
which would entail sanctions

-~ NN

~ uhr

Iran, but Russia and China re-
fused to go along.

Mr. Lavrov said the big pow-
ers called on Iran to comply with
the IAEA demand to halt urani-
um enrichment and answer the
agency’s outstanding questions
on its nuclear programme.

“We all agreed that Iran needs
to take urgent and constructive
steps in response to the deci-
sions of the [IAEA] Board,” he
said.

The IAEA is to report by April
28 on Iran’s compliance with the
demand.

Experts said there was still a
chance Teheran could agree by
the deadline to freeze uranium
enrichment for five to 10 years in
exchange for the right to take
part in an international consor-
tium that will enrich nuclear
fuel for Iran either on foreign or
Iranian territory. Mr. Lavrov is
believed to have discussed this
compromise in a telephonic con-
versation with Iran’s Foreign
Minister Manuchehr Mottaki on
Monday.
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‘Hamas, Iran
& Syria form
axis of terror’

AN

ASSOCIATED Press  ((-' i »
UNHQ, April 18 ¢ L/l

) (\2\ \j}
ISRAEL HAS warned that a ne
“axis of terror” — Iran, Syria
and the Hamas-run Palestinian
government — is sowing the
seeds of the first World War
of the 21st Century. But the
Palestinians accused Israel of
an escalating and indiscriminate
military campaign that targets
civilians and entrenches its
occupatioh.

The Israeli and Palestinian
envoys traded charges at an open
Security Council meeting ,
which took place on the day that
a Palestinian suicide bomber
struck a packed fast-food restau-
rant in Tel Aviv, killing nine peo-
ple in the deadliest bombing in
more than a year.

Recent statements by the
Palestinian government, Iran
and Syria, including one by
Hamas on Monday defending the
suicide bombing, “are clear dec-
larations of war, and I urge each
and every one of you to listen
carefully and take them at face
value,” said Israel’s UN Ambas-
sador Dan Gillerman.

“A dark cloud is looming
above our region, and it is metas-
tasising as a result of the state-
ments and actions by leaders of
Iran, Syria, and the newly elect-
ed government of the Palestin-
ian  Authority,” Gillerman
warned. It was the first time the
Israeli ambassador has warned
of a possible new war.

Gillerman told the Security
Council that Monday’s “horrific
act of terrorism as well as the
ones that preceded it are the di-
rect result of the new axis of ter-
ror” comprising Iran and Syria
and the “terrorist organisations
they have been harbouring, nur-
turing, financing and supporting,
namely Hamas and Hezbollah.”

His warnings of a new war in-
. dicate the growing threat that Is-
raelis face from the new anti-Is-
raeli governments in Iran and
the Palestinian territories, and
Syria’s refusal to crack down on
Hamas and Hezbollah.

TUIC trercsree ey """(‘f’



Recognise ground realities: \Ifran ;

Talks on nuclear crisis to begin in Moscow today

Atul Aneja

DUBAL Iran has counselled the
five permanent members of the
Security Council and Germany
to recognise new ground real-
ities and not to issue threats
ahead of their nuclear dialogue
that begins in Moscow on Tues-
day. “I think the era of threats
and bullying is over. I believe the
- current situation shouid be tak-
en into account,” said Ali Larija-
ni, head of Iran’s supreme
national security council. Mr.
Larijani’s remarks follow Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
declaration on April 11 that Iran
had broken into the nuclear
technology club after successful-
ly carrying out uranium enrich-
ment on its own.

On another occasion, Mr. Ah-
madinejad had stressed that
Iran, from now on, would nego-
.iate from a position of strength.

-ﬁm't Issue
Teheran =

nﬁmmurm
M

. G

U.S. Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice had said Iran could
be subjected to the provisions of
Chapter seven of the U.N. char-
ter, which provided for arange of
punitive options including eco-
nomic sanctions and military ac-
tion.

Mr. Larijani reiterated that
Iran would not cease uranium
enrichment, defying the U.N, Se-
curity Council’s demand that it
should cease all uranium enrich-
ment activities, till it was estab-
lished that it was not pursing
nuclear weapons. The state-run
Islamic Republic News Agency
(IRNA) quoted Mr. Larijani as

Vﬁfi{ YLQ’

saying that, “Iranil)eheves sus-
pensxon of nuclear research
. We will con-

7 tinue research within the IAEA

framework.”

The Security Council wants
Iran to stop enrichment by an
April 28 deadline. Deputy head
of Iran’s Atomic Energy Orga-
nisation Mohammad Saidi also
said Iran would pursue enrich-
ment,

Mr. Larijani said that the
Moscow talks could yield posi-
tive results “if the proposals
were rational and with perspec-
tive”. Russia and China, while
seeking Iran’s compliance to a
nuclear freeze have opposed im-
position of sanctions or military
action against Teheran so far,
China’s Deputy foreign minister
Cui Tiankai, who has just con-
cluded a visit to Teheran, has
advocated “patience” to resolve
the Iranian nuclear crisis.

shL BN |




Spurt in Iraq violence\/ VD

BAGHDAD: Police on Monday re-
covered 17 bullet-riddled bodies
in Baghdad as rebels killed nine
persons in fresh attacks across
the country.

Twelve bodies of men shot to
dedth were foundin Baghdad’s
notorious Dura neighbourhood,
while three corpses were reco-
vered in the capital’s Al-Shuala
district and two more in the Shia

| Kadimiyah neighbourhoad, said
! an Interior Ministry official.

“Of the 12 bodies found in Du-
ra, two were found inside a for-
eign car, while five next to the
car,” the official said.

Hundreds of bodies have been
recovered in the last two months
across Iraq since sectarian
clashes erupted between the
Shias and the Sunnis after the
bombing of a Shia shrine in the
northern town of Samaira on
February 22.

Iraq’s Sunni leaders claim
that most of the corpses have
been identified as Sunni Arabs
allegedly shot to death by Shia-
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ﬁ?n[\vcan soldier casualties on the fse

Last month 31 U.S. service members died in Iraq, but the number
of fatalities in April is already nearing 50.

120 dORINS oo
19800

100

3 8 8 8

U.S. soldiers klllgd iniraq -

SOURCE: AP research

led Interior Ministry forces.
Meanwhile, the trial of the
former Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein, on charges of crimes
against humanity has been ad-
journed until April 19, chief

judge Rauf Abdel Rahman said

THE havlU

AP

on Monday. The trial was ad-
journed to give the proseciition
more time to verify signatures,
said to be those of the defend-
ants, on execution ' orders
against 148 Shiias from the vil-
lage of Dujail. —- AFP
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'Deadlock persists over

Iraq Premier post ij}fﬁ

Talks achieve no breakthrough

, \4
\(’W} w0
thelr political alliance,

IRAQ: The Speaker of Iraq’s Par-
liament announced on Sunday
that he was postponing a
planned session “for a few days,”
signalling that talks among po-
litical leaders had achieved no
breakthrough on the issue of
who will head the next govern-
ment.

Speaker Adnan Pachachi had
said the 275-member Assembly
would meet on Monday to try to
jump-start the stalled process of
forming a new government four
months after parliamentary
elections.

But Shia officials said they saw
no purpose in convening Parlia-
ment until all parties had agreed
on the new Prime Minister and
other posts which require legis-
lative approval. Sunni and Kur-
dish politicians oppose the Shia
choice of Prime Minister Ibra-
him al-Jaafari to head the next
government.

Al-Jaafari has refused to step
down, and Shia officials have
been reluctant to try to force
him out for fear of shattering
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4 U.S. Marines killed

Four U.S. Marines died in
combat in Anbar province west
of Baghdad, the U.S. military
said on Sunday.

All four died on Saturday, the
military said in two separate
statements.

U.S. casualties have begun to
rise this month following a sharp
drop in March, which saw the
lowest number of American
dead in Iraq since February
2004. Last month, 31 U.S. ser-
vice members died in Iraq, but
fatalities in April have already
passed 40.

A car bomb exploded on Sun-
day near a Shia mosque south of
Baghdad, killing at least 10 per-
sons and injuring about 25, po-
lice said.

The blast occurred in the mar-
ket in Mahmoudiya, about 30
km south of Baghdad, a short
distance from the mosque, po- |
lice Capt. Rasheed al-Samaraie
said. — AP
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Freeze demands rejected

o retreat,
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MICHAEL THEODOULOU\ that the world now had to deal

London, April 13: Tehran
mocked international de-
mands that it suspend urani-
um enrichment today as the
head of the UN nuclear watch-
dog sought in vain to cool
Iran’s growing confrontation
with the world.

A senior Chinese envoy
will take up the diplomatic
baton tomorrow after today’s
apparently fruitless mission
by Mohamed ElBaradei, direc-
tor-general of the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
Iran’s hardline President, set
the tone even as ElBaradei ar-
rived in Tehran.

He declared that the Islam-
ic republic would not retreat
“even one iota” after tri-
umphantly announcing on
Tuesday that it had mastered
the art of uranium enrich-
ment and would proceed now
on an industrial scale. “Our
answer to those who are angry
about Iran obtaining the full
nuclear cycle is one phrase: Be
angry and die of this anger,”
he said.

After talks with ElBaradei,
Ali Larijani, secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Secu-
rity Council, dismissed UN de-
mands that it freeze its nu-
clear programme as “not very
important”.

ElBaradei said that he
could not confirm Iran’s
claims that it had enriched
uranium to 3.5 per cent, the
level used to fuel nuclear
power stations. “Our inspec-
tors have taken samples. They
will report to the [IAEA]
board,” he said.

Ahmadinejad’s statement
oozed defiance, and a belief

—_—
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with the new reality that Iran
is a nuclear power. “The situa-
tion is completely changed.
We are a nuclear state,” he
said. “We will not hold talks
with anyone about the Iranian
nation’s right [to enrich-
ment].”

Tehran insists that its pro-
gramme is solely for generat-
ing electricity, vehemently
denying western charges that
its real goal is atomic
weapons.

Iranian newspapers have
hailed the apparent break-
through on uranium enrich-
ment, but differ over the wis-
dom of confronting the inter-
national community.

Hardline dailies scoffed at
the apparent impotence of the
West, saying that it had been
“checkmated” by Iran. “What
can they do with iran now?”
demanded the conservative
Jam-e-Jam. The ability to en-
rich uranium had put Iran on
an “irreversible path”, it said.

One even joked that E1Ba-
radei was welcome to join in
the celebrations of Tehran’s
breakthrough.

THE TIMES, LONDON

Mohamed ElBaradei
in Tehran. (Reuters)
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hile nuclear experts appear to agree that Iran
'W has achieved an important technological

breakthrough by enriching uranium to the 3.5

per cent level, strategic thinkers have not reac-
hed a consensus on the significance of this development. The
United States administration and other opponents of the
regime in Teheran are convinced that this is conclusive
proof of intent to build nuclear weapons. However, even
those who concur with this view on Iran’s intentions do not
necessarily believe that there will soon be an addition to the
list of countries known to possess nuclear weapons. The
164-centrifuge cascade used to produce the claimed levels of
enrichment would not be sufficient for a weapons pro-
gramme. Iranian officials claim that they will be able to
operate a 3000-centrifuge cascade by the end of 2006. They
also claim with some ambiguity that a 54,000-centrifuge
cascade will be set up at the Natanz facility, without specify-
ing a timeframe. Although such a configuration would en-
able enrichment up to the weapon-grade level of 80-90 per
cent, many specialists in the field believe that Iran will need
between six and 10 years to put it together. Teheran also
seems to have kept its pronouncements on the subject
deliberately vague to some extent. In announcing the break-
through, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad did strongly
suggest that the enriched uranium would be used in power
plants to be operated under the supervision of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. His declaration to this
effect has not been entirely overwhelmed by the manner in
which the government-controlled media hyped the break-
through, much as the Indian and Pakistani establishments
did after the 1998 tests. But, an attempt does appear to have
been made to retain a measure of strategic ambiguity.

Such an approach is understandable, given the situation
Iran finds itself in. Teheran has always insisted that it has
the right to master the fuel cycle under the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. It has also consistently maintained
that it does not seek to acquire nuclear weapons. For its part,
Washington has taken the position that it will not allow Iran
to develop a nuclear weapon or the capacity or knowledge to
build one. In this context, the timing of the announcement
about the breakthrough suggests that the intention was to
show that threats would not work. Significantly, the claim
was made just a few days after the U.S. media reported that
the administration was planning military strikes on the
Natanz and other facilities. The announcement also came on
the eve of a visit by the IAEA Director General, Mohammed
ElBaradei, whose task was to convey the United Nations
Security Council’s demand that Iran suspend its enrichment
programme. The confrontation between Washington and
Teheran might once again come to a head on April 28 when
Dr. ElBaradei is scheduled to report back to the Security
Council on the outcome of his mission. Iran appears to be
getting into position for that fight.



Nuclear arms in Iran could be years away

Teheran lacks the skills, materials, and equipment to make good on its 1mmed1ate

nuclear ambitions, feel experts.

William J. Broad, Nazila Fathi and Joel
Brinkley

ESTERN NUCLEAR experts said on

Wednesday that Teheran lacked the
skills, materials, and equipment to make
good on its immediate nuclear ambitions,
even as asenior Iranian official said that Iran
would defy international pressure and rap-
idly expand its ability to enrich uranium.

Muhammad Saeedi, the deputy head of
Iran’s atomic energy organisation, said Iran
would push to put 54,000 centrifuges online
~ a dauntingly vast increase from the 164
which, it said on Tuesday, it had successfully
used to enrich uranium to levels that could
fuel a nuclear reactor.

Still, nuclear analysts said on Wednesday
that the claims did little or nothing to alter
current estimates of when Teheran might be
able to make a single nuclear weapon, which
some analysts have said could be as late as
2015 or even 2020.

Iran’s announcement brought criticism
from several Western nations and to a lesser
degree from Russia and China. The Bush
administration took the opportunity to
press for “strong steps” against Iran, hoping
to use the country’s clear statement of de-
fiance to persuade reluctant countries such
as Russia and China to support tough in-
ternational penalties.

But Russian officials said they had not
changed their opposition to such penalties.
Nuclear analysts said Iran’s boast that it had
enriched uranium using 164 centrifuges
meant that it had now moved one small but
significant step beyond what it had been
ready to do nearly three years ago, when it
agreed to suspend enrichment while nego-
tiating the fate of its nuclear programme.

“They’re hyping it,” said David Albright,
president of the Institute for Science and
International Security in Washington, a pri-
vate group that monitors the Iranian nucle-
ar programme. “There’s still a lot they have
todo.” ,

Anthony H. Cordesman and Khalid R. ai-
Rodhan of the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies in Washington called the
new Iranian claims “little more than vacu-
ous political posturing” meant to promote
Iranian nationalism and a global sense of
atomic inevitability.

The nuclear experts said that Iran’s claim
on Wednesday that it would mass-produce
54,000 centrifuges echoed boasts that it

-
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» Estimates of when Teheran might be abte to make a single nmg}ar weapon

could be even 2020

» Bush administration calls for “strong steps” agalnst iran

. » Russia advises against a rush to judgment

made years ago. Even so, they noted, the
Islamic state still lacked the parts and mate-
rials to make droves of the highly complex
machines, which can spin uranium into fuel
rich enough for use in nuclear reactors or
weapons.

It took Teheran 21 years of planning and
seven years of sporadic experiments, mostly
in secret, to reach its current ability fo link
just 164 spinning centrifuges in what nucle-
ar experts call a cascade. Now, the analysts
said, Teheran has to achieve not only consis-
tent results around the clock for many
months and years but even higher degrees of
precision and mass production.

It is as if Iran, having mastered a difficult
musical instrument, now faces the challenge
of making thousands of them.

On Wednesday, Mr. Saeedi said the Islam-
ic state was moving rapidly toward its atom-
ic goals. “We will expand uranium
enrichment to industrial scale at Natanz,” he
was quoted as saying by the ISNA student
news agency in a reference to Iran’s main
enrichment facility.

Mr. Saeedi said that Iran would start oper-
ating the first of 3,000 centrifuges at Natanz
by late 2006, with further expansion to
54,000 centrifuges. “We have no problem in
doing that,” he told ISNA. “We just need to
increase our production lines.”

Oil markets jittery

The news from Iran, which holds 10 per
cent of the world’s oil reserves, has made oil
markets very nervous in recent days and
contributed to a spike in oil prices to nearly
$70 a barrel on Tuesday. Oil futures on the
New York Mercantile Exchange closed at
$68.62 a barrel on Wednesday.

Since the beginning of the year, the diplo-
matic crisis has prompted fears that Iran
might be tempted to restrict its oil sales,
provoking a price spike that would cause
economic havoc around the world. Iranian
officials have repeatedly said that they might
use their country’s “oil weapon” in a con-
frontation with the West.

THE HiNGU

More realistically, many traders fear that
any international penalties against Iran
might hurt Iran’s oil industry, slow invest-
ments, or remove sorely needed barrels
from oil-hungry markets. The Russian
stance against penalties, despite the crisis
atmosphere, highlighted the obstacles still
facing Washington in its effort to force a halt
to Iran’s nuclear programme.

A senior aide to President Viadimir V.
Putin of Russia said on Wednesday that any
effort to employ broad penalties against
Teheran would backfire because “Iran’s cur-
rent President will use them for his benefit,
and he will use them to consolidate public
opinion around him.”

The United -States is urging members of
the Security Council to approve new travel
and financial restrictions on Iran’s leaders.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said
on Wednesday that the U.N. Security Coun-
cil must consider “strong steps” to induce
Iran to change course. “The Security Coun-
cil will need to take into consideration this
move by Iran,” she said about Tuesday’s
announcement. “It will be time when it re-
convenes on this case for strong steps to
make certain that we maintain the credibil-
ity of the international community.”

In Iran on Tuesday, President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad announced in an elaborate
ceremony that Iranian scientists had suc-
cessfully enriched uranium to 3.5 per cent —
a level of purity that, if enough could be
made, might fuel a nuclear reactor, While
Iran hailed the step as a first, the nuclear
experts said that Teheran had in fact been
doing periodic enrichment experiments
with centrifuges for seven years, since 1999.

On Wednesday, Iran’s state-run televi-
sion was dominated by programmes about
the enrichment claim in what seemed like a
highly organised effort to mobilise public
support for the nuclear programme. One
channel showed a reporter stopping people
on the street to ask if they had bought pastry
to celebrate the news. Another showed nu-
clear sites and uranium mines. Television

news said that sc ols around the country
celebrated the success and rebroadcast the
announcement of Iran’s President hailing
the enrichment step.

While Iran has sharply raised its nuclear
claims in the past two days, nuclear analysts
said that it appeared to be roughly where it
was expected to be on the road to learning
how to enrich uranium on an industrial
scale, and still had years of hard work ahead
of it to attain its highly ambitious goals.

Mr. Albright said he was not surprised
that the Iranians had got a group of 164
centrifuges up and running and had begun to
introduce uranium gas into them for enrich-
ment. “There’s still a lot they have to do,” he
said, to perfect the operation of the cascade
of centrifuges. A report that he and his col-
leagues made public late last month suggest-
ed that Iran would need six to 12 months to
master that process, and Mr. Albright said in
an interview that he stood by that rough
estimate as accurate.

His March report said that Iran had parts
for perhaps 1,000 or 2,000 centrifuges be-
yond the ones already in operation, and that
Iran is not likely to produce enough highly
enriched uranium to make a nuclear weapon
until 2009 at the earliest.

American intelligence agencies estimate
that Teheran is five to 10 years away from
having enough material to make a single
nuclear weapon.

Several Western nations criticised Iran’s
recent announcements as needlessly pro-
vocative.

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said
they were “deeply unhelpful,” and his Ger-
man counterpart, Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
said Iran was “going in precisely the wrong
direction.”

“For China, we are concerned about the
events and the way things are developing,”
said Wang Guamgya, China’s ambassador to
the United Nations. But he added: “In spite
of this, I believe diplomatic efforts are still
under way.”

In Moscow, a Foreign Ministry spokes-
man called Iran’s push to expand uranium
enrichment “a step in the wrong direction.”
But Foreign Minister Sergy V. Lavrov later
tempered that. He inveighed against any
possible military action against Iran and ad-
vised against a rush to judgment, saying Iran
had “never stated that it is striving to pos-
sess nuclear weapons.” —New York Times
News Service



ran; El
political solution ;-

IAEA chief optimistic about his visit

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) chief Mo-
hamed ElBaradei has called fora
political solution to end Iran’s
nuclear crisis, two days after
Teheran declared that it had
produced enriched uranium on
its own. “The time is right for a
political solution and the way is
negotiations,” Mr. ElBaradei
said soon after he arrived at Teh-
eran’s Mehrabad International
Airport.

The IAEA chief said he was
optimistic about the outcome of
his visit to Iran. Soon after Mr.
ElBaradei arrived, Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
stressed that the world must
come to terms with the new
ground realties in Iran. “Today,
our situation has changed com-
pletely. We are a nuclear country
and speak to others from the po-
sition of a nuclear country,” the
Islamic Republic News Agency
(IRNA) on Thursday quoted him
as saying. “We won’t hold talks
with anyone about the right of
the Iranian nation [to enrich
uranium).” He had declared on
Tuesday that Iran had success-
fully produced enriched urani-
um for the first time, but
stressed that his country had no

intention of producing nuclear
weapons., .

“Our answer to those who are
angry about Iran achieving the
full nuclear fuel cycle is just one
phrase. We say: Be angry at us
and die of this anger.” Mr. ElBa-
radei said that he would try to
persuade Iran to meet the de-
mands for confidence-building
measures, including suspension
of uranium enrichment “until
outstanding issues are clarified.”

U.S. Secretary of State Condo-

; U.S. calls for action

| WASHINGTON: The White House
on Thursday urged the U.N.
Security Council to take
measures against Iran but
carefully sidestepped
questions on the possibility of
sanctions.

White House spokesman
Scott McClellan told
reporters that U.S. Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice
| “talked about how it’s time
‘ for the Security Council to

take additional steps on the
diplomatic front if Iran
continues down the current .
path that they are on.”

Iran’s announcement “only
further isolates the regime,
and we are consulting with
the Security Council, we are
consulting with our friends
and allies, who are also
concerned about this issue,”
Mr. McClellan said.< AFP
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leezza Rice had telephoned Mr.
ElBaradei before he emplaned
for Teheran. The IAEA will on
April 28 report to the U.N. Secu-
rity Council on whether Iran has
met its demand to halt all urani-
um enrichment activities.

Anticipating heavy interna-
tional pressure, Iranian officials
have begun airing ways to over-
come the impasse, Iran’s nuclear
chief Gholamreza Aghazadeh
said the U.S. had no option but to
recognise Iran as a nuclear pow-
er. But he said Iran was ready for
western participation in its en-
richment facilities, to ease fears
about diversion of nuclear mate-
rial for weapons. “The best way
to get out of this issue is for
countries that have concern be-
come our partners in Natanz in
management, production and
technology. This is a very impor-
tant confidence-building mea-
sure,” he told state-run
television.

The Iranian former President,
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani,
said in an interview to Al Hayat
newspaper that the proposed
talks between Iran and the U.S.
over Iraq could be expanded to
cover the nuclear issue as well.
“We don’t have a mandate to dis-
cuss the nuclear issue with the
Americans ... but if the talks on
Iraq go in the right direction,
there might be a possibility for
that issue.”

Meanwhile, China was send-
ing its nonproliferation expert
to Iran and Russia in the light of
the new situation. China’s As-
sistant Foreign Minister Cui
Tiankai was slated to leave on
Friday. “Recently, there were
some developments of the Ira-
nian nuclear issue,” said Foreign
Ministry spokesman Liu Jian-
chao. China and Russia have ex-
pressed strong concern over
Iran’s announcement on Tues-
day, but have reiterated that
they opposed punitive measures
against Teheran.



Iran to take up large-scale

enrichment of uranium -

W

Jubilation at home, concern in Arab neighbourhood and Israel

Atul Aneja

DUBAI: Iran’s dramatic announ-
cement that it had broken into
the nuclear technology club has
led to jubilation at home but
raised concerns in its Arab
neighbourhood and Israel.
Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad had on Tuesday

- declared that Teheran had

“joined the club of nuclear coun-
tries,” as its scientists had pro-
duced “enriched uranium
needed to the degree for nuclear
power plants.” He said that the
“laboratory-scale” nuclear fuel
cycle work had been completed.

Without spelling out a time

" frame, Iran’s deputy nuclear

chief Mohammad Saeedi said on
Wednesday that his country in-
tended to take up large-scale
uranium enrichment involving
54,000 centrifuges. “We will ex-
pand uranium enrichment to in-
dustrial scale at Natanz,” Mr.
Saeedi said over state-run televi-
sion. He said Iran had informed
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA), the United
Nations’ nuclear monitoring
arm, that it planned to install
3,000 centrifuges at its enrich-
ment facility in Natanz by late

- 2006.

Iran would then aspire to po-
sition 54,000 centrifuges, in the
plant. Mr. Saeedi said that
54,000 centrifuges would pro-
ducé enough enriched uranium
that could power a 1000-mega-
wat atomic power plant like the
one in Bushehr, which is nearing
completion in collaboration
with Russia. Iranians have been
insisting that they do not intend
to build atomic weapons.

Mr. Ahmadinejad’s declara-
tion has been widely welcomed
inside Iran. “Iranians are feeling
that this accomplishment —
even if it’s for civilian nuclear
use — is showing the West that a
Third World country can attain
regional super-power status,”
Tason Athanasiadis, a Teheran-
based columnist told

y t oD 2006

EXPLOSIVE ISSUE: Artists perform as they hold up small containers holding enriched uranium after Iranian
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President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s speech in Mashad, 924 km east of Teheran on Tuesday. ~ PHOTO: REUTERS

The Hindu. Among Iran’s
neighbours, Israel has respon-
ded cautiously to the Mr. Ah-
madinejad’s assertion. The
Chief of the Israeli defence
forces, Dan Halutz told a local
radio station that, “The Iranians
are still not there. It will take
time until they have a nuclear
ability and time is there for dia-
logue to stop the programme.”
Former Israeli Prime Minister
Shimon Peres also advocated pa-
tience to deal with the situation.
Seeking to soothe anxieties in
the Arab neighbourhood, the

s

head of Iran’s supreme national
security council, Ali Larijani is
on a visit to Saudi Arabia. On
April 7, Iran offered its Gulf
neighbours, a non-aggression
pact, soon after it concluded mil-
itary exercises in the Strait of
Hormuz-the channel - through
which the bulk of the region’s oil
is exported.

Russia urges calm

Vladimir Radyuhin reports
from Moscow:

Russia warned against fan-
ning passions over Iran’s urani-

THE HINCU
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um enrichment claim even as it
urged Teheran to suspend all nu-
clear work.

“I would rather not jump at
conclusions because on too
many occasions passions have
been whipped up on the issue of
Iran’s nuclear programme,”
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said on Wednesday com-
menting on Teheran’s announ-
cement that it had enriched
uranium for nuclear fuel.

He recalled that the U.N. nu-
clear watchdog, the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency, had

not found Iran in violation of its
non-proliferation obligations.

“IAEA is the main authority
on Iran. As of to date the agency
has not established any prolifer-
ation threats from Iran, even
though it continues to clarify re-
maining questions,” Mr. Lavrov
said expressing the hope that the
current visit of IAEA head Al Ba-
radei to Teheran would facilitate
efforts to defuse the Iran crisis.

The Russian Foreign Minister
also reiterated Moscow’s oppo-
sition to military action against
Iran.

-
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Sunnis reiterate”
rejection of Jaatar

MARIAM KAROUNY ,

BAGHDAD,APRIL10
X

IRAQ’S biggest Arab Sunht
blocsaid on Monday its rejec-
tion of Ibrahim al-Jaafari as
Prime Minister was final, step-
ping up pressure on his Shi'ite
Alliance to break a deadlock
over forming a unity govern-
ment.

Dhafir al-Ani, spokesman
for the Iragi Accordance
Front, said the bloc had in-
formed the Alliance of “the
continuation of our stand” to
reject Jaafari. Iragi President
Jalal Talabani, a Kurdish
leader, officially informed the
Alliance on Sunday that the
Kurdish bloc would not drop
its opposition to Jaafari. The
Alliance was expected to meet
on Monday to make a final de-
cision on Jaafari.

The United States and
Britain will be watching Mon-
day’s political developments
very closely after repeatedly
urging Iragi leaders to bury
their differences and fill a polit-
ical vacuum that is fuelling vio-
lence. A planned meeting be-
tween the United States and
Iran on stability in Iraq had
raised hopes that the neigh-
bouring power could use its
influence over feliow Shi’ites
leading the Iraqi government
and help push the political

11 APk 766

iragl Prime Minister ibrahim
Al-Saafar. AP

process forward.

But US Ambassador Zal-
may Khalilzad, who will rep-
resent Washington in the
talks, said on Sunday the
meeting will not be held until
after an Iraqi government was
formed.

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak hit a raw nerve
among Iraqis when he said in
comments broadcast by al
Arabiya satellite channel on
Saturday that civil war had
started in their country. The
Shi'ite-led Iragi government,
eager to project an image of
unity, strongly criticised
Mubarak, after he said Shi'ites
were more loyal to Iran than
their own Arab countries,
echoing accusations made by

Iraqi Sunnis. —W
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Announcement of Irag parl

REUTERS
BAGHDAD, APRIL 6

A PRESS conference at which offi-
cials were expected to announce the
date of the next session of Iraq’s Parlia-
ment was cancelled today, organisers
said, dealing another blow to efforts to
form a government.

No official reason was stated but the
cancellation appeared to be another
setback in efforts to form a new govern-
ment four months after parliamentary
elections.

Acting Parliament Speéaker Adnan
Pachachi, who was to have made an an-
nouncement at the press conference, said
discussions on holding the session which
were supposed to conclude this morning
are continuing.

Pachachi said he had expected Parlia-
ment tomeet at the end of nextweek. The
deadlock has been focused on PM
Tbrahim al Jaafari, who is resisting intense

againstiragi officials and for other ki

M|Irtant captured us mllltary L
9 BAGHDAD: Etaqa forces have captured the
prime suspect in last year's kidnapping of
Htalian joumalist Giuliana Sgrena, the US
military said in a statement on Thursday.
Mohammed Hila Hammad Obeidi, also =
known as Abu Ayman, was arrestedin.
southern Baghdad on March 7 but the an-
nouncement was delayed pending DNA
t;;;sto verify his identity, the US command

. ed

have dose ties to Abu msab alZargawi,
the head of Al-Qaeda in Iraq. He was an
aide to the chiefof staff of mteiitgence dur-
ing Saddam Hussein's regime; it said.

1t said Ayman was behind the February
2005 abduction of Sgrena, who workaeior
aleftistnewspaperinitaly.

The Us mmmaimsaadﬁbuhmnm
responsible for ass:
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s but offered no further details, ——AP

ament cancelled

/gsure from both nva]s and senior mem-
bers of his dominant Shy’ite Alliance.

The Alliance has engaged in a series of
talks aimed at ending the crisis, which has
left a political vacuum and prompted the
US and Britain to urge feuding Iraqi lead-
ers to bury their differences. .

"Technically the “first” session was not
adjourned earlier this month, a legal ploy
that gives parliament an open-ended
timetable to elect a speaker, which the
constitution says should happen at the
first session.

Once the speaker is chosen, the new
constitution sets a 30-day timetable for
forming a government, though there is
dispute over whether this should apply to
the first parliament.

The struggle to choose a parliament
speaker, prime minister and ministers has
disappointed Iraqis, who hoped that post-
war Iraq’s first full-term government
would start tackling a Sunni Arab insur-
gency and rising sectarian violence.




69 killed in blasts at Shi
osque in Baghdad

U.S. forces tighten security as fears of civil war grow

BAGHDAD: At least 69 persons
were killed and 130 wounded in
three suicide blasts as worship-
pers were leaving a Shia mosque
in the Iraqi capital after Friday
| prayers, state television said.

" The blasts took place outside
Baghdad’s Baratha mosque
where the imam, or prayer lead-
er, Sheikh Jalaluddin al-Saghir,
is an MP with the Shia United
Iraqi Alliance, the largest bloc in
the Iraqi Parliament.

Immediately after the attack,
Iraqgi authorities appealed on
state television for blood dona-
tions.

Iraqgi and U.S. military forces
quickly cordoned off the entire
area as dozens of pick-up trucks,
ambulances and private vehi-
cles started to ferry the victims
to hospitals.

Victims were also carried
away in handcarts and blankets,
as men, beating their chests in
grief, searched for relatives who
had attended the prayers at the
mosque.

Patches of blood and dozens
of shoes were left scattered out-
side the entrance of the mosque
where the bombers blew them-
selves up in the midst of the de-
parting worshippers.

Sectarian violence

The triple attack followed a
car bombing on Thursday that
killed 10 persons in the Shia
shrine city of Najaf and came
amid a political deadlock as
Prime Minister Ibrahim Jaafari
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DEADLY FRIDAY: Rescuers remove a body from inside a mosque after suicide
bombings in central Baghdad on Friday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

refuses pressure to step down.

The latest bombings evoked
memories of the February 22
dynamiting of a Shia shrine in
the northern town of Samarra
that triggered Shia reprisals
against Sunnis across Iraq.

Hundreds died in the ensuing
tit-for-tat killings between the
two religious groups, raising
fears of a civil war.

APR 2076

In Thursday’s attack in Najaf,
a car bomb exploded close to the
revered Imam Ali shrine and
near the offices of senior cleric
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani
and radical Shia cleric Mogtada
al-Sadr.

In his Friday sermon, Mr. Al-
Sadr blamed the U.S. forces for
Thursday’s Najaf bombing.

“This is not the first time that

\\

THE HINDU

the occupation forces and their
death squads have resorted to
killings,” the cleric said refer-
ring to the Najaf bombing.

Mr. Al-Sadr also blamed the
US.-led coalition forces for
Iraq’s recent wave of communal
violence, charging that the Unit-
ed States was “killing religious
s in order to start a
strife”. — AP, AFP

\



Iran has missiles to

carry N-w

CON COUGHLIN (,\ inre- cor}ﬁgurmg the Shahx

London, April 7: Iran has
successfully developed ballis-
tic missiles with the capability
to carry nuclear warheads.

Detailed analysis of recent
test firings of the Shahab-3
ballistic missile by military
experts has concluded that
Iran has been able to modify
the nose cone to carry a basic
nuclear bomb. The discovery
will intensify international
pressure on Tehran to provide
a comprehensive breakdown
of its nuclear research pro-
gramme.

Last week, the UN Security
Council gave Iran 30 days to
freeze its uranium enrich-
ment programme that many
experts believe 18 part of a
clandestine attempt to pro-
duce nuclear weapons.

Iran denies it is trying to
acquire a nuclear arsenal. But
ballistic missile experts advis-
ing the US say it has succeeded

i
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to carry nuclear weapons.

The Shahab-3 is a modified
version of North Korea's
Nodong missile which itself is
based on the old Soviet-made
Scud. The Nodong, which Iran
secretly acquired from North
Korea in the mid-1990s, is de-
signed to carry a conventional
warhead. But Iranian engi-
neers have been working for
several years to adapt the Sha-

hab-3 to carry nuclear
weapons.
The Shahab 3 has a range

of 1287 km, enabling it to hita
wide range of targets through-
out West Asia — including Is-
rael. Apart from modifying
the nose cone, Iranian techni-
cians are also trying to make a
number of technical adjust-
ments that will enable the mis-
sile to travel a greater dis-
tance.

Western intelligence offi-
cials believe that Iran is re-
ceiving assistance from teams
of Russian and Chinese ex-
perts with experience of de-
veloping nuclear weapons. Ex-
perts who have studied the lat-

ar

eads

Nose cone,

Instead of the single cone
normally attached to this type
of missile, the new Shahab
has three cones, or a triconic,
warhead. A triconic warhead
allows the missile to accom-
modate a nuclear device and
this type of warhead is nor-
mally found only in nuclear
weapons.

According to the new re-
search, the Iranian warhead is
designed to carry a spherical
nuclear weapon that would be
detonated 609 metres above
the ground, similar to the Hi-
roshima bomb.

US defence officials believe
that the warhead could hold a
version of the nuclear bomb
Pakistan is known to have de-
veloped.

The development of the
Shahab-3 is just one element of
a wide-ranging missile devel-
opment programme.

In 2003, the Iranians con-
cluded another secret deal
with North Korea to buy the
Taepo Dong 2 missile, which
has a range of 3539 km and
would enable Iran to hit tar-

est version of the Shahabhave gets in mainland Europe.
identified modifications to the THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
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yato. KhomeiNi was the
AFO Chi Minh of ‘Iran. Ho
“hi Minh was both a com-
munist and a Vietnamese nation-
alist, but America’s Presidents
from Eisenhower to Nixon failed
to sec the latter, Khomeini was
both a devout Shia Muslim and
an Iranjan nationalist yet Ame-
rica’s Presidents from Carter to
W. Bush refused to see his Revo-
- lution being as much about Ira-
nian nationalism as about creat-
ing an Islamic Republic. As a
general rule, Western countries
allow for nationalism among
othet Western countries but
often not among non-Western
countries. Immanuel Kant’s dic-
tum of treating everyone as an
end in himsel/herself and not as
a means towards one’s own ends,
is applied in intra-Western inter-
national relations but often not
when the West deals with others.
But Indians did not have to be
communists to sympathise with
Vietnam’s struggle against first
France and then America, and
.Indians do not hayg to be Shia
Muslims to sympathise with
Iran’s struggle against an impen-
ding Anglo-American aggres-
sion. The opaque Manmohan-
. Montek deal-making with Ame-
rica on behalf of India’s people
may need to be set aside in such
a context -~ while it might bene-
fit several dozen businesses on
both sides and several hundred
bureaucrats may become even
fatter with bribes, it may have
next to nothing to do with any di-
mension of India’s national in-
terests.

US pledge 1981, policy 2006
On January 19 1981, the Gov-
ernment of the United States
signed what came to be called
the Algiers Accord, the first
point of which-stated: “Non-
Intervention in Irgnian Affairs:
The United States pledges that it is
and from now on will be the policy
of the United States not to
intervene, directly or indirectly,
politically or militarily, in Iran’s
internal affairs.” This was part of
a comprehensive truce between
Revolutienary Iran and the USA
in regard to 'the ‘war-like condi-
tions thén prevailing between
them. That pledge now seems
about to be broken. British news-
papers reported on 2 April 2006
that the Blair Government is
holding “secret talks” with its
own Chief of Lgfence Staff,
Chief of Defence Intelligence
and others to discuss “an Ame-
rican-led attack, designed to
destroy Iran’s abilify to dgevclop a
nuclear bomb... if Tehran’s
leaders fail to comply with Uni-
_ted Nations demands to freeze
their-uranium enrichment prog-
ramme.” This is despite the Bri-
tish foreign minister saying last
month “that a military attack
_ against Iran was ‘inconceivable™.

The author is Contributing Editor,
The Statesman

S NATION

Is America Close To Breaking lts Pledgec'l'Word?, -

By SUBROTO ROY

America’s “National Security
Strategy” of 16 March 2006
states the policy clearly: *“We may
face no greater challenge from a
single country than from Iran,

For almost 20 years, the Iranian

régime hid many of its key nu-
clear efforts from the interna-
tional community. Yet the re-
gime continues to claim that it
does not seek to develop nuclear
weapons. The lranian regime’s
true intentions are clearly reveal-
ed by the regime’s refusal to
negotiate in good faith; its re-
fusal to come into compliance
with its international obligations

by providing the IAEA access to

nuclear sites and resolving troub-
ling questions; and the aggressive
statements of its President cal-
ling for Israel to ‘be wiped off the
face of the earth’. The United
States has joined with our EU
partners and Russia to pressure
Iran’ to meet its international
obligations and provide objective
guarantees that its nuclear prog-
ram is only for peaceful purpo-

ses. This diplomatic effort must.

succeed if confrontation is to be
avoided. As important as are
these nucléar issues, the United

Jader concerns re-
g dranian regime
g 4in; threatens
Israely seeks "t thwart' Middle
East peace; disrupts democracy
in Iraq; and denies the aspira-
tions of its people for freedom.
The nuclear issue and our other
concerns can ultimately be re-
solved only if the Iranian regime
makes the strategic decision to
change these policies, open up its
political system, and afford
freedom to its people. This is the
ultimate goal of U.S. policy. In
the interim, we will continue to

take all necessary measures to

protect our national and econo-
mic security against the adverse
effects of their bad conduct. The
roblems lie with the illicit
pehaviour - and  dangerous
ambition of the Iranian regime,
not the legitimate aspirations
and interests of the Iranian

people. Our strategy is to block
the threats posed by the regime
while expanding our engagement
and outreach to the people the

regime is oppressing,”

Attack scenario

In one scenario, America will
make a surprise cruise-missile
attack on Iranian buildings “sus-
pected” of producing biological
weapons. If the Iranians respond
in any way other than total
submrission, it will be sufficient to
launch a major bombing of Iran’s
military facilities using B-2
bombers based in Diego Garcia,

England and other American
bases, pessibly using nuclear
“earth penetrating” weapons to
attack underground facilities. Of
course it is not impossible the
British and Americans are mere-
ly setting up a bluff to scare the
Iranians into complying without
a fight, but the existence of
aggressive war plans and prepa-
rations cannot be doubted.

Now it is possible the Ame-
ricans will say they are not bound
by the pledge made in the
Algiers Accord in January 1981.
In breach of all diplomatic law,
Iran had taken 66 Americans
captive while seizing the US
Embassy in Tehran on 4 Novem-
ber 1979. (Six others escaped
with help of the Cdnadian and
Swedish embassies.) Of the 66,
13 women and black Americans
were released two weeks later;
one man was released due to ill-
health in July 1980. The re-
maining 52 including two women
and one black American were
released after 444 days on 20
January 1981 by the terms of the
Algiers Accord, just before
Ronald Reagan took over as
President of the United States.
Eight American military person-
nel had been killed on 25 April
1980 in a failed attempt to rescue
them. The official designations
of the 52 captives included 10

- military .attachés; 6 “commu-

nications and electronics specia-
lists”; 8 political and adminis-

-Reza Pahlavi.

ISM

trative officers, and 12 diploma-
tic/consular staff; in addition
there were 12 guards and 4 oth-
ers. Even if the US Embassy in
Tehran was a den of spies as the
Iranians claimed, the Revolu-
tionary Government could have
ordered them al!l to leave and to
have ended diplomatic relations
with the USA in accordance with
international law. What explain-
ed Iran’s anger for such a brazen
violation of international law to
have occurred? That was the age

‘before terrorism, nor was Iran a

player in the conflict between
Israel and the Arabs.

Iran’s anger stemmed from
having felt being used by Britain,
America and Soviet Russia for
half a century beforc the 1979
Khomeini Revolution — from
having been made merely the
means towards the ends of oth-
ers, in violation of the Kantian
dictum. It was almost as if Britain
and America had said to Iran
and the entire Middle East, “We
invented the internal combustion
engine and the automobile which
uses it, and we also discovered
the petroleum that runs it; the
mere fact you happen to sit on
this petroleum does not make
you own it; we own it too and we
will take it by force whenever
necessary.” During the Cold
War, the USSR foliowed suit,
and now after the Cold War has
ended, the new Russia is a
Western ally in the samé kind of
attempted domination over non-
Western countries like Iran (or
Pakistan and India, who get sold
a lot of useless weapons to fight
each other with). '

Mossadeq the democrat

Specifically, if the USA says it
signed the 1981 Algiers Accord
under duress, Iran could say it
had been cheated into signing
the 25 year agreement of Sept-
ember 1954 with an international
oil consortium led by the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company. Iran
would receive 50% profit on
Iranian oil exported, after paying
the Company £25 million in
compensation for having nation-
alised it in 1951 under thé demo-
cratic government of Moham-
mad Mossadeq. Mossadeq had
broken off diplomatic relations
with Britain, but was overthrown
by an Anglo-American coup détat
in August 1953, and replaced by
the compliant General Fazlollah
Zahedi and Shah Mohammad
Arthur Milis-
paugh, an American invited by
the Iranians to- help their public
finances, once wrote: “Persia
cannot be left to herself, even if
the Russians were to keep their
hands off politically. ...Persia has
never yet proved its capacity for
independent self-government.”
Millspaugh’s 1925 book titled
America’s Task in Persia seems to
have remained the handbook of
Western policy tewards Iran.
Khomeini’s Revolution was its
antithesis,



Iran steps up military.
exercises in key area

Teheran sending a message it can influence global economy

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: Persisting with its show
of strength, Iran has tested a
land-to-sea missile aswell as a
“flying boat”, near the Strait of
Hormuz — an area through
which large quantities of Gulf
oil are exported.

The Iranians on Tuesday
test-fired the Kowsar missile.
On Friday, Iranian military
commanders said they had
tested a missile designed to
carry multiple warheads.
Analysts say that throughout
the course of their on-going
military exercises at the stra-
tegic junction of the Gulf and
the Sea of Oman, the Iranians
have been sending a clear

C5 #eo dpog

message that they have the ca-
pacity to influence the global
economy, in case they are sub-
jected to a military attack.

- Route of oil tankers

OnMonday, Iran had tested
a high-speed rocket-propelled
torpedo, demonstrating its ca-
pability to target submarines.
Tuesday’s missile test showed

it had the capacity to hit sur--

face ships. Observers point

out that the location of the

exercise has been significant
as oil tankers heading towards
overseas destinations pass
through the Strait of Hormuz
— abottleneck that opens into
the Sea of Oman and the Ara-
bian Sea. Any disruption of

supplies is likely to send the
price of oil into a spiral. Al-
ready Brent crude oil futures
on Monday jumped to $67.93
a barrel — the highest after
Hurricane Katrina, after the
Iranians declared that they
had tested their high speed
torpedo, Hoot (whale), in the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran’s naval manoeuvres
are taking place against the
backdrop of growing tensions
with the West over Teheran’s
nuclear programme. Iran has
so far defied the 30-day ulti-
matum of the U.N. Security
Council to halt all uranium
enrichment activity. There
have been suggestions in the
United States that Iranian nu-

THE HINCU

clear facilities could be sub-
jected to air  strikes.
Reiterating that there was no
change in its nuclear stance,
Iranian Foreign Minister Ma-
nouchehr Mottaki said on
Tuesday that his country
would persist with its atomic
programme, as was its right,
as a signatory to the Nuclear

Non-proliferation Treaty
(NPD).
“There are two paths avail-

able to us: that of understand-
ing, cooperation, dialogue and
work within the framework of
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (JAEA) and that
of confrontation. The Islamic
republic prefers the former,”
he said.



‘Iran in space club, West jittery

Quéstion Now Being Asked Is If Teheran’s Efforts Are Simply Part Of Its Drive To Expand
Its Technical Prowess Or An Attempt To Add A Building Block To Its N-Programme

By William J Broad & David E Sanger

he spacecraft is small by
I world standards: microsatel-
lite of a few hundred pounds.
Launched in October by the Rus-
sians for an oil-rich client, it orbits
the earth once every 99 minutes and
reportedly has a camera for peering
down on large swathes of land.

But what makes this satellite par-
ticularly interesting is not its capa-
bilities, which are rudimentary, but
its owner: Iran. With last year’s
launching and another planned in
the next few weeks, Teheran has be-
come the newest member of the in-
ternational space club.

The question now asked in Wash-
ington and other capitals is
whether Iran’s efforts are simply
part of its drive to expand its tech-
nical prowess or an attempt to add
another building block to its nu-
clear programme. In that sense, it
is the newest piece of the Iranian
atomic puzzle.

To some government analysts
and other experts in the West,
Iran’s space debut is potentially
worrisome. While world attention
has focused on whether Iran is
clandestinely seeking nuclear
arms, these analysts say the
launchings mark a new stage in its
growing efforts to master a range of
sophisticated technologies, includ-
ing rockets and satellites. The con-
cern is that Teheran could one day
turn such advances to atomic ends.

“It may appear tempting to dis-
miss Iranian efforts” as relatively
crude, said Dr John B Sheldon, an
analyst at the Centre for Defence
and International Security Studies
in Britain who recently wrote a re-

port on Teheran’s space pro-

gramme. “But Iran has already

]
Iran’s Upward March
Iran’s rocket program began in the 1980s, during the
war between Iran and Iraq. Tehran’s first missile, the
Shahab-1, was a version of the Scud missile that

could propel one-ton warheads roughly 200 miles.
Successive generations of the Shahab have

increased that range.
MISSILES IN OPERATION

Iran’s most powerful missile is the
Shahab-3, with a range of 800 miles.

MISSILES UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Multistage rockets believed to be
under development could propel
warheads 2,000 or more miles, or
launch satellites into orbit.

Shahab-1 Shahab-2
200 MILES 300 MILES

Shahab-3

Shahab-5
800 MILES —— UNDER DEVELOPMENT ———

Shahab-4

demonstrated a persistence and pa-
tience that would indicate it is pre-
pared to play a long game in order
to achieve its ambitions.”

Iran has publicly rejected the
goal of developing unconventional
arms. It says its space and rocket
efforts are either entirely peaceful,
aimed at improving the state’s

telecommunications and monitor-
ing natural disasters (strong earth- -
quakes shook Iran on Friday), or
are military efforts meant to en-
hance its defences with conven-
tional weapons.

But some Western analysts note
that such technologies can also
have atomic roles. While Iran now
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/depends on Russia to launch
its satellites into orbit, it has
vowed to do so itself, and is devel-
oping a family of increasingly
large rockets.

In theory, the biggest could hurl
not only satellites into space but
warheads between continents.

Dr Anthony H Cordesman, a mil-
itary analyst at the Centre for
Strategic and International Studies
in Washington who wrote a recent
report on Iran’s nuclear effort, said
Teheran’s bid to develop new rock-
et and space technologies might be
nothing more at this point than its
exploring of technological options,
at times quite modestly, as in its re-
cent effort to launch experimental
satellites.

“That doesn’t mean the potential
should be minimised,” Cordesman
said. “We know these states can
achieve technical surprise.”

On Sunday, Iran said it test-fired
a fast underwater missile that
could evade sonar and on Friday
announced that it had launched a
new rocket that can carry multiple
warheads and elude radar. The mil-
itary actions, accompanied by film
clips on state television during a
week of naval maneuvers, seemed
calculated to defy growing pres-
sure on Teheran.

So far, American officials say
they have not protested Iran’s
space programme. Nor has the US
urged Russia a key player in the
current negotiations with Iran
over its efforts to enrich uranium
to halt the launchings. But a senior
American official said the United
States was “taking another look”
at pressing Moscow to end the
space assistance as a way of pres-
suring Iran to stop the enrichment
of nuclear material. Nyt news Senvice,
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Iran test-}"fres
new igh-speed

TEHERAN, April 2. —
Iran announced its second
major new missile test with-
in days, saying today it has
successfully fired a high-
dpeed torpedo capable of

estroying huge warships
and submarines.

The tests came during
war games that Iran’s elite
Revolutionary Guards have
been holding in the Gulf
and the Arabian Sea since
Friday at a time of increa-

sed tensipns with the USA

over Teheran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. The Iranian-made
torpedo, called the Hoot or
“whale” has a speed of 360
km perdour, said Gen. Ali
Fadavi, deputy head of the
Revolutionary  Guards’
Navy. That would make it
about three or four times
faster than a normal torpe-
do and as fast as the world’s

fastest known underwater
missile, the Russian-made
VA-111 Shkval, developed

N2 APF 2006

v ‘torpedo \«“";M

in 1995. It was not immedi-
ately known if the Hoot was
based on the Shkval.

“It has a very powerful
warhead designed to hit big
submarines. Even if enemy
warship sensors identify the
missile, no warship can
escape from this missile
because of its high speed,”
Fadavi told state-run televi-
sion. It was not immediate-
ly clear whether the torpe-
do can carry a nuclear war-
head. State-run television,
which stopped its normal
programmes to break news
of the test, showed a brief
clip of the launch from a
ship into the waters of the
Gulf. Television pictures
also showed the torpedo
hitting the target, a ship on
the surface of the water.

The new weapon could
raise concerns over Iran’s
naval power in the Gulf,
where during the war with
Iraq in the 1980s Iranian

forces  attacked oil
tankers from Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia.
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Rlce, gtraw

pres”%  Iraq
for new govt

BAGHDAD, April 2. —
The top US and British
diplomats told Iragi lead-
ers today they cannot
afford to “leave a political
vacuum” and must work
a\nckly to form a new uni-
ed government.

The surprise visit by US
Secretary of State Ms Con-
doleezza Rice and British
foreign secretary Mr Jack
Straw highlighted the allies’
growing impatience with
the Iraqis’ failure to set up
a governing coalition nearly
four months after elections.

Ms Rice told reporters
she and Mr Straw conveyed
the same message to each

_ of the leaders they saw: that
each must do his own job in
resolving the political staje-
mate and do it quickly.

“Whatever role that is,

© it's time to play it because

the Iraqi people are losing
patience,” Ms Rice said.

“What is more, your inter-

: national allies want to see

this get done because you

can't continue to leave a

political vacuum.”
One of those leaders, for-

.. eign minister Mr Hoshyar

. Zebari, said Ms Rice and
~ Mr Straw made clear “the-

“ re is a sense of urgency to

form this new Iraqi nation-
al unity government” and
that “there is a sense of
impatience back in Washi-
ngton and London about
the delay.” En route to the

Iraqi capital from England,

Ms Rice said she and Mr

- Straw were going to urge

P iad
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Zargawi replaced

AMMAN, April 2. — Iraq’s
resistance has replaced Jord-
anian-born Abu Musab ai-
Zargawi as political head of
the rebels, confining him to a
mijlitary role, the son of
Osama bin Laden’s mentor
said today in Jordan,

“The lragi resistance’s high
command asked Zargawi to
give up his political role and
replaced him with an Iraqi,
because of several mistakes
he made,” said Hudayf
Azzam, who claims close
contacts with the rebels,
“Zarqawi’s role has been
limited to military action,” said

Azzam, whose late father
Abdullah Azzam was the
mentor of bin Laden, the Al-
Qaida boss. “Zargawi bowed
to the orders two weeks ago
and was replaced by lragi
national Abdullah bin
Rashed al-Baghdadi,” Azzam
said. — AFP

that negotiations wrap up.
Mr Straw said the choice of
leaders is up to Iragis al-
one. But neither he nor Ms
Rice disguised the blunt na-
ture of their mission. “Th-
ere is significant internatio-
nal concern about the time
the formation of this gov-
ernment is taking, and ther-
efore we believe and we will
be urging the Iragi leaders
we see to press ahead more
quickly,” Mr Straw said.
Pilots dead

The US Apache helicopter
that crashed near Baghdad
was probably shot down
and its two crew members
are presumed dead.
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Iraq, Iran, and a strategy of a thousand errors

Hamid Ansari

13

HAT 1S wrong in theory cannot
be right in practice.” So said a
Secretary of State of the United
States, in another age. The pre-
sent incumbent of that high office, confident of
the judgment of history, opines that thousands
of tactical errors notwithstanding, the strategic
decision to invade Iraq was valid. At the other
end of the spectrum is U.S. Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld to whom the alleged mistakes
were merely course adjustments; he chided Con-
doleezza Rice on her lack of understanding of
warfare,

Both propositions are disputable. The consis-
tency of errors is suggestive of a deeper malaise.
Sun Tzu had considered “moral influence” the
first among the primary factors in war prep-
arations. Was this not lost sight of?

The Irag story is well documented and stands
critical scrutiny. The steep drop in opinion polls
of U.S. President George W. Bush’s competence
rating is eloquent enough. The war exercise, in
violation of the United Nations Charter and in-
ternational law, was at every stage in the past
three years a litany of misleading statements,
miscalculations, and misjudgments. It has
brought anarchy and indescribable misery to
Iraq. Other instances of crimes against a whole
people have been judged at the bar of history, at
times even earlier. Will this be an exception?

Apart from the human cost, would a glob-
alisation-addicted world calculate the cost in
economic terms? An American expert told an
energy seminar in London last month that the
invasion of Irag had weakened America’s energy
security and contributed to the surge in oil pric-
es. Instead of Iraq contributing 5 million barrels
a day to world supplies, production today is in
the vicinity of 1.7 million, considerably lower

CARTOONSCAPE

America has brought anarchy and indescribable
misery to Iraq. Now it is eyeing Iran. Would
American and world public opinion be

mute spectators to another exercise OF \©

in monumental folly?

than the 2.5 million in the last days of Baathist
Irag.

The controversy about reconstruction, and
(mis)appropriation of funds, is a subject in itself.
1t has reportedly forced strategists in Washing-
ton to conclude that in future wars, reconstruct-
ion would not be given priority!

Even the democracy card shows signs of being
discredited with the Foreign Ministers of the
invading powers pressuring the legally elected
Prime Minister to step down. The ancient impe-
rial device of divide and rule has gone horribly
wrong, The upshot of this is a decision to talk to
Iran about Irag, and to conduct the talks in
Baghdad. A historian might whisper that this
would be within a few miles of Ctesiphon, the
winter capital of Persian kings who ruled over
the region.

The U.S. proposal for talks through Ambassa-
dor Zalmay Khalilzad was made in October.
Iran’s acceptance of the offer now, following a
request from the Iragi Shia leader Abdulaziz
Al-Hakim, signals a turn in the domestic Iranian
debate. The leader of the negotiating team will
be Iran’s man in Baghdad, Hasan Kazemi Qumi,
who conducted a similar dialogue on Afghan-
istan some years back. He told the Iranian press
on April 4 that (2) Iraq “will be the primary
subject of negotiations”; (b) talks will be open
and Iraqi government representatives “will be

\"d\/
present”; (¢) the “necessary prerequisites for the
talks” and the precise agenda is being worked
out; (d) Iran “will welcome anything that may
help stability, advancement of the political proc-
ess, and improvement of the security situation in
Iraq”; (e) both sides agree that a new govern-
ment of national unity should be established as
soon as possible.

Iran believes that this should be on the basis
of the result of the recent election since the
“democratic principle is very important.” Amer-
ica favours a consensus approach: “we are saying
that the winning list of candidates should be
given a greater share of power.” However, the
Americans are emphasising the need for agree-
ment among the main groups of Shias, Kurds,
and Sunnis.

Too late for Iraq?

Has it all come too late? Patrick Cockburn, an
experienced observer of the Iraqi scene, paints a
grim scenario: “The moment that Iraq can be
held together as a truly unified state has prob-
ably passed. But a weak Iraq suits many inside
and outside the country and it will still remain a
name on the map. American power is steadily
ebbing and the British forces are largely con-
fined to their camps around Basra. A ‘national
unity government’ may be established but it will
not be national, will certainly be disunited and

BUSINESS ScHooL
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may govern very little. The government wili end
up being a few buildings in the Green Zone, one
minister said.”

What then would the talks achieve? When
would they commence? What would be the link-
age to the ground situation in Iraq and to the
International Atomic Energy Agency related
matters? What other linkages will be sought to
be established? A serious game of chess and
poker is evidently in the offing. The Arab states
are furious at being left out and feel they have
been outplayed.

Iran is in American focus for more reasons
than one. The U.S. succeeded in persuading the
Security Council to give Iran 30 days to comply
and in the process forgo each one of its rightsasa
signatory of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty. Iran’s response, after initial anger, was spelt
out in a New York Times op-ed on April 6 and
indicated the distance it was willing to travel to
reassure the world about its nuclear programme.
The offer is serious, specific, and worthy of con-
sideration; France and Germany have urged
more talks but the silence from Washington and
London is deafening.

American officials have repeatedly asserted
that no options are off the table. This, in simpler
language, is a reiteration of the option to use
force — pre-emptive, unilateral or in concert
with allies like Israel. Exercises conducted in the
U.S. War College at Carlyle (Pennsylvania) in
recent years, codenamed “Unified Quest,” have
visualised the use of a task force of six divisions
and two airborne expeditionary forces moving
into Iran from six directions and supported by
five aircraft carriers with the declared objective
of toppling the regime in Teheran.

This week Seymour Hersh has reported think-
ing riveted on the use of tactical nuclear weap-
ons to destroy the underground enrichment
facility at Natanz. He amplifies the scope of
thinking in the words of senior officials: “This is
much more than a nuclear issue. That’s just a
rallying point, and there is still time to fix it. But
the Administration believes it cannot be fixed
unless they control the hearts and minds of Iran.
The real issue is who is going to control the
Middle East and its oil in the next ten years.”
This would necessitate a change of regime in
Iran. Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
may therefore well be right in his belief that even
if the nuclear matter is resolved, other questions
such as human rights and animal rights will be
put on the agenda.

Experts have speculated on the menu of other
military options that the U.S. might explore.
These could be (i) ademonstrative cruise missile
attack on a high value nuclear facility; (i) a
limited strike using 16-20 cruise missiles and
about a 100 sorties directed at several facilities;
(iii) a major attack using 200-600 cruise missiles
and strike sorties with a matching number of
escorts, extending to 10 days and directed at
major nuclear, missile, and radar facilities with
the objective of damaging or destroying around
70 per cent of these; (iv) a large-scale attack by
1,000-2,500 cruise missile and strike sorties di-
rected at all suspected Iranian facilities. A mi-
nority has suggested the “ride out Iranian
proliferation” option, on the argument that pa-
tience is not always a virtue but has never been
considered a mortal sin.

The duration of a conflict, its impact on the
region, and the nature and intensity of Iranian
Tetaliation, remain imponderable. The war op-
tion would involve heavy cost in economic
terms. Oil industry calculations indicate that a
shortfall of even 2 million barrels a day could
double the oil price and result in a drop in the
American GNP by up to 5 per cent, with all its
attendant implications. The impact on others
would be sharper.

War in our times is too serious a matter to be
left to the fancies and prejudices of politicians,
Would American and world public opinion be
mute spectators to another exercise in monu-
mental folly, to a thousand more errors?
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Iraqi Tinderbox”

: .\ America is losing the battle },*
( W\ \u,f) and the argument § &
HE din of justifications and spin hasn’t died down
and neither has the bloody toll from the frontlines :
of a war that began with the avowed aim of :
i changing the face of Middle East and bringing :
democracy. The confetti of victory had already been prepared
. a fortnight into the invasion of Iraq three years ago and an
eager L Paul Bremer, the US administrator, was talking in
terms of handing it all over to the Iragis. Alas, that is still not
to be so. Worse, the war of invasion is now intricately and
" perhaps intractably woven into a civil war in which the
faultlines of Iraqgi society have become the frontlines. And at
. great expense, the Americans are realising once again that
" liberating a country is one thing and holding on to it is
another. Things have obviously hurtled out of control in Iraq,
- whatever George W Bush and his policy whitewashers say.
The Tikritis still retain the power to strike and strike hard,
Iraq is now a base for Al-Qaida, the Shiites are looking likea :
menacing Islamic power, Iraqis are still suffering and dying
and there isn’t a whiff of democracy in the Middle East. i
¢ The last effect is perhaps the worst, because whatever !
nascent democratic movements there were in countries run |
by Arab dictators are wobblier. And authoritarian rulers are
armed with new arguments. “Look at what the Americans |
-achieved in Iraq. Is this the democracy you want? It is a |
democracy where 30,000 people have been killed by war and |
sectarian violence”, is what they are telling the people,
according to a Syrian analyst. True, today’s Iraq does not
offer any window of hope. As an influential US paper put it, |
you can play it upbeat or downbeat, depending on whether
you consider 2,300 American lives and some 35,000 Iraqi lives
as necessary losses on the road to democracy. Iraq is horribly |
messed up, but the Americans still can save themselves a :
heavier price and push for peace by recognising that and then |
moving seriously to turn things around instead of looking at
things only with Eagle eyes. A serious international effort to
solve the Palestinian problem and creating a Palestinian
state will clearly have a salutary effect on the entire region.
Building on that the Americans must co-opt serious partners,
unlike their earlier coalition of billing, and inspire confi-
dence among Iraqi Sunnis, Shias and Kurds that a sincere
effort is being made to bring democracy to their country.
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/ US begins probe into killing o\f/
£ Iraq] far*mly by its military ™"

ALASTAIR MACDONALD
BAGHDAD,MARCH 21

THE US Military said on Tues-
day it was investigating Iraqi police
allegations that its soldiers shot
dead a family of 11 in their home
last week.

The probe comes a day after a
magazine published allegations
that US Marines killed civilians in
another town in November. A
criminal inquiry into those deaths
was launched last week.

Time magazine said a patrol
went on a rampage after one of
their comrades was killed by a
roadside bomb in Haditha, West of
Baghdad. It published detailed ac-
counts by townspeople.

Last Wednesday in Ishaqi, North
of Baghdad, police accused US
troops of shooting dead 11 people,
including five children, while the
military said only four people were
killedin all.

“Because of that discrepancy, we

Relatives and friends carry the body of Farid Hussein for burlal.
Husseln was kllled In a bomb blast on Monday in Baghdad. AP

have opened an investigation,”
Lieutenant Colonel Barry John-
son, a senior US Spokesman in
Baghdad, said on Tuesday.
Accusations that American sol-
diers often kill innocent people has
fuelled anger at the occupation
among Iraqis over the past three

2 2 MAR 2008
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years. They also complain that little
disciplinary action has resulted in
the few cases that are investigated.

Meanwhile, guerrillas attacked
the police headquarters and court-
house in Migdadiya on Tuesday,
killing 16 people and releasing pris-
oners, police said. —Reuters
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Leaving Iraq would
be like giving Nazis

(German
o

LEAVING IRAQ now would be
like handing post-war Germany
back to the Nazis, US Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said
in a column published on Sun-
day, the third anniversary of the
start of the Iraq war.

“Turning our backs on post-
war Iraq today would be the
modern equivalent of handing
postwar Germany back to the
Nazis,” he wrote in an essay in
the Washington Post.

Rumsfeld said “the terrorists”
were trying to fuel sectarian ten-
sions to spark a civil war, but
they must be “watching with
fear” the progress in the country
over the past three years.

In London, former Iraqi prime
minister Iyad Allawi said that
Iraq is in a civil war at present
and is nearing the point of no re-
turn when the sectarian vio-
lence will spill over throughout
West Asia.

“It is unfortunate that we are
in civil war. We are losing each
day, as an average, 50 to 60 people
throughout the country, if not
more. If this is not civil war, then
God knows what civil war is,”
Allawi told BBC television.

Rumsfeld's view was that the
Iraqi insurgency was failing.

“The terrorists seem to recog-
nise that they are losing in Iraq.
I believe that history will show

REUTERS
Washington, March 19
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N \ )
13 killed in clashes

US TROOPS clashed with gun-
men north and west of Baghdad
on Sunday, and in the holy city of
Karbala where a million Shia pil-
grims assembled for a major reli-
gious commemoration, insur-
gents lobbed mortars. Eight civil-
ians, including a child, were
killed in Duluiyah, in Irag's Sunni
heartland, during an Operation
Swarmer raid. In Ramadi, two
civilians were killed and 10
wounded when gunmen attacked
US troops stationed at the gover-
nor's office. In the capital
Baghdad, police found the bullet-
riddled bodies of three men
bound hand and foot and
dumped in a sewage treatment
plant in the neighbourhood of
Rustamiyah . AP, Baghdad

\\’ \, /

that to be the case,” he wrote.

He said 75 per cent of all mili-
tary operations in Iraq include
Iraqi security forces.

“Today, some 100 Iragi army
battalions of several hundred
troops each are in the fight, and
49 per cent control their own bat-
tle space,” he said. Rumsfeld
wrote that if US forces leave Iraq
now, “there is every reason to be-
lieve Saddamists and terrorists
will fill the vacuum — and the
free world might not have the
will to face them again.”
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U.S. Seeks Deadline in Dispute With [ran Page 1 of 3
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vashingtonpost.com
U.S. Seeks Deadline in Dispute
With Iran

By Dafna Linzer and Colum Lynch
Washington Post Staff Writers
Saturday, March 4, 2006; A14

NEW YORK, March 3 -- The Bush administration,
preparing to take Iran's case to the U.N. Security
Council as early as next week, is seeking a 30-day
deadline for Tehran to halt its nuclear program and
cooperate with international inspectors or face severe
diplomatic pressures, according to several senior U.S.
and European officials.

But the officials, who discussed the details of the diplomatic strategy on the condition of anonymity,
said they expected tough negotiations among the Security Council's 15 members and said much hinges
on Russia.

Russian officials have spent the past several weeks trying to persuade the Islamic republic to freeze
much of its nuclear infrastructure and transfer the most sensitive aspects to Russia. Iran has expressed
interest in a joint uranium-enrichment venture with Moscow but also wants to enrich uranium at home,
which it says would be used for an energy program. Iran's chief negotiator, Ali Larijani, reiterated that
position to senior European officials Friday in Vienna.

The Bush administration asserts that Iran's nuclear energy program is a cover for bomb-making. A three-
year investigation by inspectors with the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency has not
found proof of an Iranian nuclear weapons effort. But the agency also cannot determine whether Iran's
nuclear program is strictly for peaceful purposes.

For years Washington was alone in its desire to push the issue of Iran's program to the U.N. Security
Council. And on Monday, members of the IAEA board will meet in Vienna to discuss the agency's latest
findings and formally hand the issue off to the Security Council, where the United States, Russia, China,
Britain and France have more influence and can raise the possibility of imposing sanctions.

Going to the council represents the second time in four years that the Bush administration has tried to
persuade the U.N. to pressure a Muslim country accused of hiding a weapons program. Wary of the
comparisons to Iraq, where no weapons of mass destruction were found, the White House is hoping a
combination of diplomacy, U.N. inspections and negotiations will succeed in pressuring Iran. At the
same time, Washington hopes to ease the concerns of allies suspicious of U.S. intentions.

U.S. and European officials, who have claimed international consensus on the Iran issue, hope the
matter could be taken up by the council by the end of next week. But it is clear that stark differences
remain among council members.

U.S. diplomats have prepared a draft statement for adoption by the council, noting the IAEA's latest

findings. Diplomats said the U.S. draft gives Iran 30 days to suspend its nuclear activities and cooperate
with inspectors or face the possibility of tougher diplomatic action. U.S. and European officials have

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030300266 pf.... 3/6/2006



U.S. Seeks Deadline in Dispute With Iran Page 2 of 3

“een discussing a number of measures inside and outside the council's purview, such as travel bans on
..anian officials, economic sanctions or an oil embargo.

"The idea is to begin slowly, with a presidential statement, set timetables and then give Iran a certain
deadline to respond,” one senior U.S. official said. "After that we push harder with a resolution."

But Russian officials, unwilling to give up on talks with the Iranians, which have not yet yielded results,
are unlikely to go for such a tough start.

"There is no collectively discussed and agreed strategy of what we all will be doing in the Security
Council if the issue is there," Russian Foreign Minster Sergei Lavrov told reporters Friday in Moscow.
Lavrov will visit Washington on Tuesday for talks with President Bush and Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice. Bush administration officials said they expect to get a sense then about how far
Russia is prepared to go in pressuring Iran, which has been a close economic partner for Moscow.
Russian officials are currently suggesting giving the Iranians anywhere from 60 days to three months to
continue negotiations and respond to additional concerns from the [AEA, diplomats said.

For Washington, ensuring the issue remains on the council's agenda is key. John R. Bolton, the U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations, was charged "to make sure this stays in the council," something
Russia and China would like to avoid, a U.S. official said.

U.S. diplomats conferred with French, British, Russian and Chinese officials Thursday and Friday in
New York to discuss Iran.

Some Iran and U.N. experts believe it is unlikely the council will agree to impose economic sanctions
even if Iran continues to defy calls by the IAEA board to freeze parts of its energy program.

China blocked Security Council action against North Korea, which the IAEA referred to the council in
2003 after Pyongyang withdrew from the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. This time, Russia and China
have said they are committed to seeing Iran freeze its nuclear enrichment activities to assure the
international community it has no intention of pursuing a nuclear weapon. But they both firmly oppose
punitive measures to compel Iran to do so and favor letting the IAEA handle the crisis.

"You have this basic split between the United States, Britain and France, who want the issue in the
council, versus the Russians and Chinese, who for slightly different reasons would like to keep the issue
in Vienna as long as possible," said Flynt L. Leverett of the Brookings Institution's Saban Center for
Middle East Policy.

Noting commercial and political interests, Leverett said that "for an energy hungry country like China,
having a privileged relationship with a big oil supplier like Iran is a big deal.”

Lynch reported from the United Nations.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Israel, US
planning
to topple
Hamas (.

Jerusalem, February 14

HAMAS DERIDED the United
States and Israel on Tuesday fol-
lowing reports they were explor-
ing ways to topple the militants'
incoming government.

Israeli security officials said
they were looking at ways to
force. Hamas from power, and
were focusing on an economic
squeeze that would prompt Pales-
tinians to clamour for the return
of Palestinian leader Mahmoud
Abbas’ ousted Fatah Party.

The US denied any “plot” with
Israel to undermine a Palestin-
ian government led by Hamas,
but said there were talks on cut-
ting US aid if the radical group
does not renounce violence.

“There’s no plot,” said White
House spokesman Scott McClel-
lan. “We have the same conver-
sations with the government of
Israel that we have with Arab
governments and European gov-
ernments and othérs.”

But foreign ministry spokes-
man Mark Regev said, “There is
no such plan.”

The New York Times, citing
anonymous US and Israeli offi-
cials, reported on Tuesday that
the US and Israel were consider-
ing a campaign to starve the
Palestinian Authority of cash so
Palestinians would grow disillu-
sioned with Hamas and bring
down a Hamas government.

The reports came a day after
the outgoing Fatah parliament
gave new powers to Abbas, allow-
ing him to set up a sympathetic
court that would be able to veto
Hamas legislation unchallenged.

Mushir al Masri, a Hamas
spokesman and incoming legis-
lator, said attempts to bring
down a future Hamas govern-
ment were hypocritical.

“*This is ... a rejection of the
democratic process, which the
Americans are calling for day
and night,” al Masri said. “It’s an
interference and a collective
punishment of our people be-
cause they practiced the demo-
cratic process in a transparent .~
and honest way.”
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HE United States
is drawing up
plans for bombing

Q%\ raids. backed by

submarine-launched ballistic
missile attacks against Iran’s
nuclear sites as a “last re-
sort” to block Tehran from
developing nuclear weapons,
amedia report said today.

Central Command and
Strategic Command Plan-
ners are identifying targets,
assessing weapon-loads and
working on logistics for
an operation, the Sunday
Telegraph reported.

The war strategists are re-
porting to Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld, as
the US is updating plans for
action if the diplomatic of-
fensive fails to thwart the
Iran’s nuclear bomb ambi-
tions, the report said.

“This is more than just the
standard military contin-
gency assessment,” a senior
Pentagon adviser told the
newspaper. “This has taken

on much greater urgency m
recent months.”

The prospect of . military
action could put Washington
at odds with Britain which
fears that an attack would

us President Bush wants military action as a Iast resort to
block Tehran from developing nuclear weapons. AP

spatk violence across the
Middle East, reprisals in
the West and may not crip-
ple Tehran’s nuclear
programme.

However, the steady flow
of disclosures about Iran’s
secret nuclear operations
and the virulent anti-Israeli
threats of  President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
has prompted the fresh
assessment of military

options by Washington.

The most likely strategy
would involve aerial bom-
bardment by long-distance
B2 bombers, each drmed
with up to 40,0001b of preci-

sion weapons, including the
latest bunker-busting de-
vices. They would fly from
bases in Missouri with mid-
air refueling.

The Bush administration
has recently announced
plans to add conventional
ballistic missites to the
armoury of its nuclear tri-
dent submarines within the
next two years. If ready
in time, they will also form
part of the plan of attack, the
report said.

Tehran has dispersed its
underground nuclear plants
and hasrecently increased its
air defences.

Tehran
committed
to NPT

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN, FEBRUARY 12

THE Iranian Foreign Min-
istry affirmed Tehran’s com-
mitment to the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty (NPT)
today and urged a peaceful

. solution to the dispute over .

its nuclear programme.

Spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi, the ministry
spokesman, issued the latest
Iranian declaration a day af-
ter the Iranian President
threatened  unspecified
changes to the country’s nu-
clear policy after it was re-
ported to the United Nations
General Assembly.

“We are still committed to
the provisions of the NPT.
But we can’t accept its use as
a (political) instrument. We
will cooperate in the treaty
and the safeguards’ frame-
work,” Asefi told a news
conference.

Asefiurged the IAEA and
the EU to keep open diplo-
matic channels.
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Bush's Choice on Iran

By Jackson Diehl
Monday, January 30, 2006; A17

The debate on Iran is drifting toward the ugly question
that the Bush administration would most like to avoid.
That is: Is it preferable for the United States to live

with the consequences of a nuclear-armed Iran, or with those of a unilateral American military strike
against Iranian nuclear facilities?

President Bush has never answered that question; instead, he and his State Department have repeatedly
called an Iranian bomb "intolerable" while building a diplomatic coalition that won't tolerate a military
solution. But two of our more principled senators, Republican John McCain and Democrat Joe
Lieberman, have this month faced the Iranian Choice -- and both endorsed military action. McCain was
most direct: "There is only one thing worse than the United States exercising a military option," he said
on "Face the Nation." "That is a nuclear-armed Iran."

It's easy to see why the Bush administration prefers ambiguity to McCain's decisive judgment. After all,
both options are terrible, and everyone can agree that diplomacy is worth a try. Yet Bush and both
parties in Congress ought to be thinking through their own answers to the Iranian Choice, for two
reasons. First, it looks more likely than not that the United States will, in the end, have to make that
decision; and, second, the answer to the question ought to shape how the coming diplomatic phase is
managed.

One driver of the choice is the ranting of [ranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad about Israel and the
Holocaust -- which, contrary to what a Western secular sensibility might suggest, is not necessarily a
bluff. As Lieberman put it in his "Face the Nation" appearance a week ago, "if we should have learned
one thing from 9/11 . . . it is that when somebody says over and over again, as Osama bin Laden did
during the '90s, 'I hate you and give me the chance, I will kill you,' they may mean it and try to do it." If
the West is going to gamble that it can contain a religious fanatic who possesses nuclear weapons and
vows to wipe Israel from the map, it should do so knowingly, and not because it failed to provide for the
possibility that an extremist would not respond to conventional diplomacy.

Another decision forcer is that, for all the talk among Iran watchers about opposition within the regime
to Ahmadinejad, there is no evidence that anyone in Tehran disagrees with his judgment about
negotiations with the West -- which is that Iran has no need to make a deal. Iranian leaders were
universally dismissive of the offer made last summer by the European Union. There is no indication that
any senior leader or faction favors giving up uranium enrichment, under any circumstances. Not even
the democratic opposition wants it.
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So the United States must approach the coming maneuvering in and outside the United Nations and the
International Atomic Energy Agency board, and any last-minute negotiations in Vienna, Moscow or
Tehran, the way the Iranians probably do: not as an end in itself but as a prelude to more meaningful
action. If the ultimate intent is to contain, rather than attack, the Iranian nuclear program, then dilatory
and fruitless negotiations -- like those of the past two years -- are worthy and even desirable. Not only
do they slow I[ran's bomb-building but they help to cement a global coalition that might be able to deter
the regime from actually using an eventual weapon over a long twilight era, Cold War-style.

If this is the choice, then aggressive efforts to support the Iranian democratic opposition also make
sense, since over time the regime might be undermined from within. Russia and China should be
courted. Brinkmanship -- like interrupting Iranian oil exports, or prompting Tehran to do so -- is to be
avoided, since there is no military option to fall back on if the mullahs don't blink.

On the other hand, if McCain is right, then the current diplomatic campaign should be compressed. As
in the case of Iraq, the United Nations and sanctions should be explored just long enough to show that
the United States has tried them. That's because the timeline for military action is much shorter than that
of containment: While it might not complete work on a weapon for five or even 10 years, according to
most intelligence estimates, Iran will probably pass what Israel calls the "point of no return” far sooner.
After that point, when Tehran will have acquired all the means it needs to manufacture a bomb, it would
be considerably more difficult to stop the Iranian program by force. So, if military action is preferable to
containment, then brinkmanship is called for, while promotion of Iranian democracy, or painstaking
cultivation of Russia and China, is a waste of time.

So what is the Bush administration doing? It is allowing talks to drag on, and slowly courting Russia and
China, but doing next to nothing to help Iranian democrats; it is drawing up lists of sanctions that, if
imposed, might trigger a crisis, but it is also laying the groundwork for long-term containment. Perhaps
the president has decided what course he will choose if Iranian uranium enrichment proceeds in spite of
negotiations, U.N. resolutions or even sanctions. If so, his administration's current tactics show no sign
of it.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Rice Admits U.S. Underestimated Hamas Strength

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN

LONDON, Jan. 29 — Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice acknowledged Sunday that the United States
had failed to understand the depth of hostility among Palestinians toward their longtime leaders. The
hostility led to an election victory by the militant group Hamas that has reduced to tatters crucial
assumptions underlying American policies and hopes in the Middle East.

"I've asked why nobody saw it coming," Ms. Rice said, speaking of her own staff. "It does say
something about us not having a good enough pulse."

Immediately after the election, Bush administration officials said the results reflected a Palestinian
desire for change and not necessarily an embrace of Hamas, which the United States, Israel and the
European Union consider a terrorist organization sworn to Israel's destruction. But Ms, Rice's comments
seemed to reflect a certain second-guessing over how the administration had failed to foresee, or factor
into its thinking, the possibility of a Hamas victory.

Indeed, Hamas's victory has set off a debate whether the administration was so wedded to its belief in
democracy that it could not see the dangers of holding elections in regions where Islamist groups were
strong and democratic institutions weak.

"There is a lot of blame to go around," said Martin Indyk, a top Middle East negotiator in the Clinton
administration, referring to Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian president, and his Fatah party. "But on the
American side, the conceptual failure that contributed to disaster was the president's belief that
democracy and elections solve everything."

Ms. Rice pointed out that the election results surprised just about everyone. "I don't know anyone who
wasn't caught off guard by Hamas's strong showing," she said on her way to London for meetings on the
Middle East, Iran and other matters. "Some say that Hamas itself was caught off guard by its strong
showing."

With increasing vehemence in the last few days, administration officials have defended their decision to
back Mr. Abbas with American aid and to rebuff Israel when it warned that the election should not be
held as long as Hamas participated while refusing to lay down its arms. Those officials continue to lay
most of the blame on Mr. Abbas for not offering a positive alternative to Hamas.

American officials say they were never comfortable with Mr. Abbas's decision that the elections be held
without the disarmament of Hamas, but they went along with it because there was no alternative. One
official recounted how President Bush had personally but unsuccessfully appealed to Mr. Abbas at the
White House last October to disarm Hamas before the elections.

"The fact is, Abu Mazen wouldn't do it," said the official, referring to Mr. Abbas. "He said he wouldn't
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Jo it, because he said he couldn't do it."

What Mr. Abbas instead offered at the White House was a plan to avoid a civil war among Palestinians
by winning the election and only then disarming Hamas and folding it into the mainstream. The
administration resolved, in turn, to support Mr. Abbas's political party with whatever diplomacy or
resources it could.

Even while acknowledging the failure to foresee a Hamas victory, Ms. Rice said the American decisions
were basically correct. Contrary to some reports that even Mr. Abbas wanted the elections delayed. she
said a postponement was neither possible nor desirable.

"Our constant discussions with Abu Mazen suggested that he wanted to go ahead with the elections and
go ahead with them on time," Ms. Rice said. “We had to support that. I just don't understand the
argument that somehow it would have gotten better the longer it went on."

At another point, she said: "You ask yourself, Are you going to support a policy of denying the
Palestinians elections that had been promised to them at a certain point in time because people were
fearful of the outcome?"

Others noted that the Palestinian elections had been postponed once already, from last summer to
January, to give Mr. Abbas and Fatah time to capitalize on the pullout of Israeli settlers from Gaza in
August.

To help Mr. Abbas, the United States and its European partners mobilized hundreds of millions of
dollars in aid for the Palestinians to meet their payrolls, field their security forces, make welfare
payments and build infrastructure.

The total outside assistance to the Palestinians runs to more than $1 billion a year. Now Ms. Rice will
meet in London on Monday with top ofticials of Europe, the United Nations and Russia to call on
Hamas to abandon its vow to destroy Israel and to disarm and negotiate a two-state solution in the
Middle East, or risk having this aid cut off.

"You've got to hedge against the risk that elections are going to lead to precisely this result," said Mr.
Indyk, the former Middle East negotiator. "The hedge is to build civil society and democratic institutions
first. But this administration doesn't listen to that."

Many experts blame the Palestinians for most of their problems, particularly the corruption and
mismanagement in Mr. Abbas's Fatah organization. Hamas, by contrast, capitalized on its image of
integrity and its record of delivering services.

Mr. Abbas is widely described as bitter that he failed to strengthen his hand by getting American help in
persuading Israel to curb settlement growth, release prisoners and lift the checkpoints and roadblocks
choking off livelihoods in the West Bank. By all accounts, Mr. Abbas's frustration with the
administration on this score was met with frustration on the American side that he was not doing enough
to crack down on violence and root out corruption.

The administration was also under pressure from Europeans to try to coax Hamas into the mainstream,

and it did not want to rebuff their advice at a time when it was trying to work closely with the Europeans
on isolating Iran.
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Administration officials said that even in the analysis of Israelis, Hamas's behavior in accepting a period
of "calm" in the last year — ceasing its attacks on Israeli civilians — meant that it was willing to break
with other groups like Hezbollah and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Israeli and American officials felt
that such a trend was to be encouraged.

As for Mr. Abbas's position on disarming Hamas after the elections, an administration official said: "Our
sense was that there was a certain logic to his presentation, and we did not see that we could force an
alternative on him. But we were also skeptical."

The administration then immediately began working with European and other allies to set up "normative
standards" for any group participating in the political process. Those standards are to be the focus of the

talks in London, with the financing cutoff an implicit threat to Hamas. But a cutoff could force Hamas to
turn to other sources, like Iran, for help.

Ms. Rice told reporters that she was convinced of the wisdom of instilling democracy in the Middle
East. Elections have brought into office anti-American Islamic radicals in Egypt, Lebanon and Iran, but
Ms. Rice said the alternative was trying to bottle up seething anger in the region that could lead to more
terrorist attacks in the West.

"There is a huge transition going on in the Middle East, as a whole and in its parts," she said. "The

outcomes that we're seeing in any number of places, I will be the first to say, have a sense of
unpredictability about them. That's the nature of big historic change. It's simply the way it is."
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A First Answer to Egypt
Tuesday, January 17, 2006; A16

THE BUSH administration has taken a first step toward adjusting its
relationship with Egypt following President Hosni Mubarak's flagrant
violation of his promises to lead a transition to democracy. An Egyptian
delegation that was to visit Washington this month to discuss a free-trade
agreement has been disinvited, and the agreement itself was put on hold.
Thanks to Mr. Mubarak's autocratic backsliding -- including his crude
persecution and imprisonment of his leading liberal opponent, Ayman Nour
-- Egypt will continue to lag behind Jordan, Morocco and other modernizing

Arab states that enjoy tariff-free access to U.S. markets. For Egypt's VON AGE
business community and the reformist technocrats in its cabinet, the

message should be clear: Egypt won't join the global economic mainstream SALUTES
unless it abandons its corrupt dictatorship. a“ th ose
For much of the past year Mr. Mubarak, 77, sought to convince the Bush p hone
administration that he could dismantle the autocracy he has presided over com panies
for nearly a quarter-century. He changed the constitution to allow a multi- th at
candidate election for president; allowed more open debate in the press; and

eased repression of the banned Muslim Brotherhood, Egypt's largest went
opposition movement. Though his own reelection in September was heavily before us.

manipulated, Mr. Mubarak promised to carry out a long list of reforms in his
new term, including more freedom for the media, independence for judges,
greater authority for parliament and reform of the emergency laws that give
him dictatorial power.

Now Mr. Mubarak has squandered the tenuous credibility he had acquired in
Washington. When the Muslim Brotherhood's candidates performed better
than expected in the first rounds of parliamentary elections in November, his
government used fraud and brutality to alter the final results; security forces
opened fire on voters trying to cast ballots. Mr. Mubarak, meanwhile, set out
to crush Mr. Nour, a moderate, secular politician who won 8 percent of the
presidential vote on a platform of liberal democracy. Though far weaker
than Islamic leaders, Mr. Nour, 41, poses a threat to Mr. Mubarak's 42-year-old son, Gamal, who also
presents himself as a moderate reformist. Without Mr. Nour, the only choices in Egypt are the Mubarak
family and the Muslim Brotherhood. That's why Mr. Nour was sentenced on Dec. 24 to five years of
hard labor on bogus charges of forgery.

Mr. Mubarak calculates that President Bush will eventually overlook this crude maneuver and will
choose to accept, again, promises that his regime will make Egypt a democracy. Already, his
government has brazenly petitioned the administration for hundreds of millions of dollars in new aid this
year -- over and above the $1.8 billion Egypt regularly receives -- ostensibly in compensation for its
efforts to maintain security in the Gaza Strip. U.S. officials say this request will be rejected -- as it
should be. Instead, Egypt's standing aid allocation and, in particular, its military component should be
subjected to a rigorous review by the administration and Congress.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/16/AR2006011600916 p... 1/17/2006

17 JAN 2005



. _)\“1 s

Y

9007/L1/1 d 9160091 1090024 V/91/10/900Z/3101HE AU U0/ UAD-dm oo soduoiBurysesm mmam//:duy

Auedwio)) 1504 uoiduiysepy YL 9007 O

'$9010} paunte s1y Zuipunj doay

01 1S2121U1 "G’} 9Y) U1 10U ST 31 Uy} -~ 184 1y} -- Sda1s asay) axe) J0u [{1a YeIeqnin 1A J] "S91B00ADE

5Y ULI0JOJ [RUONINIIISUOD Y} 10 PAISPUIYUN JIOM O} PIMO[[B PUR PIaY) 3¢ PInoYs INON uewky

'sdnosd £3a100s [1A10 Juspuadapur pue ssa1d oyj WO} S[ONUOD JO [BAOWAL Y} puk ‘pauueq sdody yereqniy

"N ¥ey) sarped 110U Jo uoneziesaf oy ‘Smef ASUBIoWR Jo Suni| oY) SUBdW ey ] “A[[RONRIOOWP

pa109]9 2q 0) Juawerjred pue juspisaid 1xau s)dABF mojre [[im Jey) wdisAs [eonijod e Jo uoponIsuod ay;

pIeamo; sdais 91210100 SI $)SaI03UT IS0y} SUOWE ISI1] "SISAIBUI UBDLISWY [BIIA 03 SA1pIsqus U310} *§'()
150818 Y} JO SUO }O3UUOD 0} JOU YSI[00] ST 3 “YeJeqnjn I\ 01 SOATIBUId}[R APEal q JoU ARW dIOY) Iy

730 7 93ed 1dA39 0] Jomsuy 1s11] ¥



U.S. Warns Iran on Nuclear Research - New York Times Page 1 of 2
Ehe New FJork Thnes

January 3, 2006

Bl Terf
U.S. Warns Iran on Nuclear Research N
VGRT b Cy) A
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS )

WASHINGTON -- The United States warned Iran against pursuing new nuclear research Tuesday,
rejecting assurances that the work was not a cover for a secret drive to build a nuclear bomb.

Iran told the U.N. nuclear watchdog on Tuesday it planned to resume nuclear fuel research after a 2.5-
year hiatus, a vague declaration that was taken in the West as fresh evidence Tehran was trying to build
an atomic weapon.

"We strongly oppose Iran proceeding with any further enrichment-related activities," State Department
spokesman Sean McCormack said.

"Our view is that if Iran takes any further enrichment-related steps, the international community will
have to consider additional measures to constrain Iran's nuclear ambitions," McCormack said.

McCormack would not specify what action the United States would like to see, but reiterated the U.S.
view that Iran will eventually be hauled before the U.N. Security Council if it will not back down. The
council can impose harsh economic sanctions.

"Iran is trying to pursue nuclear weapons under the cover of a peaceful nuclear program,” McCormack
said, in one of the most direct accusations the United States has made. "We don't think that that should
be allowed to happen.”

Iran's Atomic Energy Organization was not specific about what research or development activities it will
undertake, but said the work will be unrelated to nuclear fuel production.

ran voluntarily suspended some nuclear activities while negotiating with European countries over ways
to develop peaceful civilian nuclear energy while assuring that the technology not be used to make
weapons. Tehran resumed some work after walking away from the talks last summer.

At issue is how far Iran may go in the complicated process of enriching uranium, a component of both
nuclear energy and weaponry. Iran has said it remains determined, at some point, to resume uranium
enrichment. Tehran says its nuclear program is for electricity generation.

"In terms of trying to draw a line around something being pure research with respect to enrichment
activities is not something that we're going to buy, and I don't think the international community will
either," McCormack said.

In Vienna, the head of the U.N. International Atomic Energy Agency, Mohamed ElBaradei, said it was
important that Tehran "maintains its suspension of all enrichment-related activity" as a way of reducing
international suspicions about its nuclear plans. ‘
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