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Russia

OLIVER Burkeman and AP
" New York, March 25

RUSSIA FUNNELLED Intelligence on
American troop movements in Iraq to
Saddam Hussein during the early
days of the war, according to docu-
ments contained in a Pentagon report
released on Friday night. But on Sat-
urday, Russia denied the allegation.

The documents, apparently from
Saddam's regime, seized by the Amer-
icans, described how Russia collected
crucial plans from "inside the Ameri-
can central command", and chan-
nelled it via Moscow's ambassador in
Baghdad, Vladimir Titorenko.

The Pentagon did not explicitly
vouch for the authenticity of the doc-
uments, but a spokesman said they
seemed to be part of a pattern of Rus-
sia acting in accord with its economic
interests.

Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman for
Russia's UN mission in New York,
called the report "absolutely ridicu-
lous". "Somebody wants to say some-
thing, and did — and there is no evi-
dence to prove it," she said, adding that
the US government had not shown
Russia the evidence cited in the report.

Brigadier-General Anthony Cucolo,
closely involved with the Pentagon's
Iraq Perspectives report, told a press
conference, "I see it as a follow-on to
economic interests." The report con-
cluded that Saddam's regime believed
Russia and France "would act on be-
half of their own economic interests
inIragq te block any UN Security Coun-
cil actions to authorise an invasion."

The information in the report
makes it difficult to get a clear picture
of the Russian spy operation. It says a
captured Iraqi document cited "infor-
mation that the Russians have collect-
ed from their sources inside the
American Central Command in
Doha," in Qatar. The documents also
leave unclear who may have been the
sources at Central Command's war-
fighting headquarters, which is at
Camp As Saliyah just outside Doha.
No Russians were authorised to be at
the closely guarded base.

Among the information the Iragis
said they received from the Russians,
some of which proved inaccurate, was:
® That the movement of US troops

PR A

traqi policemen take up position near one of the trucks torched by insurgents in Mosul, Irag, on Friday.

into southern Iraq from Kuwait was a
diversion. In fact it was the main av-
enue of attack, supported by special
forces entering from Jordan and para-
troopers flying into northern Iraq.

@ That the ground assault on Baghdad
would not begin until the Army's 4th
Infantry Division was in place, around
April 15. In fact, the 4th Infantry,
whose originally planned invasion
route from Turkey was blocked by the
Turkish government, was not yet on
Iraqi territory when the Baghdad
ground assault began April 7. Thus,
the information actually reinfrced a
US deception effort.

@ That the main focus of US ground
forces moving toward Baghdad from
the southwest was the area around

the city of Karbala. (This was true)

® That US. troops moving through
southern Iraq would not attempt to
occupy cities but instead bypass
them. (This was true and ‘was a cen-
tral feature of an invasion plan.)

The study notes that some informa-
tion obtained by Iraq from Russian
sources was false, raising at least the
possibility that it was circulated as
part of a deliberate American cam-
paign intended to fool or demoralise
Iraqi troops and leaders. Military offi-
cers have disclosed separately that
false war plans were part of this cam-
paign, and it remains unclear
whether any Russians may have
played into this strategy.

The Guardian
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Zargawi steps down

ABU MUSAB Al Zarqgawi, the Jordanian
terrorist who headed the al-Qaida in
Iraq, has lowered his profile in recent
months, and his group claims to have
submitted itself to the leadership of
an Iraqi. In postings on websites, al-
Qaida in Iraq claims to have joined
five other guerrilla groups to form the
Mujahideen Shura. The group,
announced in january, is said to be
headed by an Iraqi named Abdullah
Rashid al-Baghdadi. Since then, the al-
Qaida in Iraq has stopped issuing its
own proclamations.

The New York Times

REUTERS
Norman Kember (above),
Harmeet Sooden (right) and
Jim Loney (extreme right),

spied for Saddam: Pentagon

Hostage guards got cold
feet after Fox was shot

Jonathan Steele, Ewen MacAskill and
Richard Norton-Taylor
Amman/London, March 25

BRITISH HOSTAGE Norman Kember
and two of his Canadian colleagues owe
their freedom to a rift among their Iraqi
kidnappers, a source close to the rescue
operation said on Friday.

The source said their guards got cold
feet when more senior and ruthless
members of the group turned up at the
house in Baghdad and took away a
fourth hostage, Kember's American col-
league, Tom Fox, and shot him dead.

Kember, 74, arrived home in Britain
on Saturday. Before leaving Baghdad, he
said, "I have had a shave, a bath and a
good English breakfast. I'm looking for-
ward to getting home." However, the
head of the British army, Gen. Mike
Jackson, expressed disappointment that
Kember did not thank his saviours.

Kember and the two Canadians were
found bound in a house in western Bagh-
dad on Thursday morning in an SAS-led
operation. The kidnappers had fled.

Although Tony Blair praised the brav-

M -

ery of British soldiers and the Intelli-
gence work, a source said it was nerv-
ousness on the part of the guards that
led to a tip-off to the British authorities.

The militants responsible for Fox's
murder were part of either the Jaish al-
Mujahideen or al-Jabha al-Islamiya,
while Kember's guards were motivated
by money rather than politics. The
guards played a significant role in allow-
ing the authorities to find the hostages,
which is why it was a soft operation.

He said the "higher-ups" who took Fox
did not initially intend to kill him. Ex-
amination of his body found dumped by
aroad two weeks ago did not show signs
of torture, as first reported, the source
insisted. Nor did he seem to have been
killed execution-style. It was more likely
that there was a scuffle or an attempt to
run away which led to his death.

British officials said MI6 and military
Intelligence officials had debriefed Kem-
ber to try to find clues to the location of
other hostages, and about the tactics,
weaponry and other details of the insur-
gent group.

The Guardian
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The complicated reality of bilateral relations
is compounded by persisting myths.

Boris Makarenko

HE AGGRAVATION of the Iranian

nuclear problem alongside the ac-
tive preparations for the G8 summit
makes one think about the long road
covered by Russia-U.S. relations since
their anti-terrorism honeymoon began
in 2001. Do the two countries have a
future together?

Political statements and expert com-
mentaries on both sides of the ocean are
not optimistic and are filled with mutual
suspicions and accusations. Worse still,
the complicated reality of bilateral rela-
tions is compounded by persisting
myths.

The first level of myths concerns the
“doves” and “hawks” in the United

/ States. Washington and Moscow like to
scrutinise differences in the views on
Russia of “Old Dick” Cheney and Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice, of the

aggressively anti-Russian Senate lobby
led by John McCain, and the balanced
position of the White House. The es-
sence of the problem is: Russia is just
small change when it comes to the in-
ternal political struggle in the U.S.

America has never had a Vice-Presi-
dent as active in foreign and domestic
policy as Mr. Cheney. Bureaucratic logic
forces the Secretary of State to protect
her field (foreign policy) from the Vice-
President, who, according to the logic of
political life in America, should be noth-
ing more than a figurehead. And the Rus-
sian issue is only one of many fields of
inside struggle in the administration.

Mr. McCain’s team started accumu-
lating sleaze about Russia in 2000, hop-
ing to use it in the struggle not against
Russia, but against Democratic candi-
date Albert Gore, the partner of Viktor
Chernomyrdin in the Russo-American
commission on economic and techno-
logical cooperation. However, Republi-
can candidate George Bush snatched the
Russian card from Mr. McCain. Refusing
to stop fighting for the White House of-
fice, the Senator is now applying it
against the outgoing President, even
though both are Republicans.

The second group of myths concerns
“bad America and good Europe.” This is
not as simple as it may seem at first
glance. Contradictions between the Old
and New Worlds became a reality after
the demise of the Soviet Union, as
proved by the French-German opposi-
tion to the U.S. operation in Iraq. More-
over, Europe is more interested in
constructive relations with Russia than
with its overseas partner, the U.S.

There is also a difference between Old
Europe and some new members of the
European Union (Poland and the Baltic
countries), which want to accumulate
political capital by playing the pro-
American tune (which irritates Paris
and Berlin).

Playing on these contradictions is a

2 4 MAR 2005

logical occupation for Russian diploma-
cy, but it should see their true scale.
There is a long list of issues on which
Europe and America differ as much as a
“good cop” differs from a “bad cop.” This
includes the issue of energy security. Eu-
rope did not cry out about the gas crisis
in Ukraine, though it was more worried
over Russia’s stance than the U.S. An-
other issue concerns the critical view of
Russia’s internal problems, in particular
the law on non-governmental organisa-
tions. Importantly, Europe is acting like
a police officer and not as Russia’s de-
fence attorney.

What will we have if the multitude of
these myths is laid to rest? Paradox-
ically, the answer is provided in the re-
port, “Russia’s Wrong Direction: What
the United States Can and Should Do?”
recently published by the Council on
Foreign Relations. According to the au-
thors of the report, the West, and in
particular the U.S., should diversify their
attitude to relations with Russia, opting
for a method described as “selective
cooperation.”

The report goes too far in some ways
and offers quite a few biased opinions,
not to mention recommendations, but
the general trend of future West-Russia
relations is clear.

The U.S. will try to mount pressure on
Russia by minimising its differences
with Europe. For example, it may try to
preserve the G7 within the G8, meaning
that even though Russia remains a mem-
ber of the club of industrialised nations,
the U.S. will first come to terms with the
G7 on ways to develop relations with
Russia. Or it may call on Europe to coor-
dinate a common stand on energy secu-
rity and attitude to Russia’s internal
political development.

This stand, which is presented as
pragmatic, is actually fraught with prob-
lems for the West.

First, the goal of attaining “the com-
plete unity” of Europe and America for
pressuring Russia is hardly attainable,
because the Old World has taken a wide-
ly different stand on this issue.

Secondly, the Bush administration
could go too far in spreading democracy.
It may play the democracy card against
Russia with excessive zeal, which may
increase tensioris.

Fortunately, there are signals of a dif-
ferent order, such as the pledge of the
U.S. President to personally control
Russia’s WTO accession talks (contrary
to the recommendations of the Defence
Policy Board), which promise a positive
solution to the problem.

Though chances for improvement in
mutual relations are slim, the limits of
deterioration have been clearly outlined.
Russian and American diplomacy can
act within the “corridor of possibilities,”
trying to build up trust and mutual un-
derstanding where possible. — RIA

Novosti
e

THE Havly



Russian fuel
for Tarapur,
US protests \

6~
Lo, R
\ WS
New Delhi/Washington, March B %

A RUSSIAN offer of nuclear fuel to India has upse
the United States, prompting a prompt assurance b.
India that everything is above board.

Less than a fortnight after George W. Bush’s visit
and on the eve of Mikhail Fradkov’s trip to India on
Thursday, Russia has agreed to supply fuel for the

Tarapur 1 and 2 nuclear
HTRIANGLE

power reactors.

The US immediately in-
dicated its reservations, re-
minding India any such st-
ep should be taken only aft-
er India fulfils its obligatio-
ns under the deal inked du-
ring Bush’s visit. The US
was to supply the fuel, but it
could not do so until India
completed its separation
plan and the US Congress

amended its legislation. : )

India on Wednesday clar- . . .
ified that the Russian move ¢ UShad, during Bush’s vis-
was not in violation of the | it, agreed that a third party
guidelines of the NSG, the | could provide India fuel, as
44-nation group that expor- § Washington would first

ts nuclear material. “There
is no violation of NSG gui-
delines and Russia has app-
roached NSG under the Sa-
fety Exception Clause,” ex
ternal affairs ministry spo-
kesman Navtej Sarna said.
Moscow also informed the
US that its planned export
of 60 tonnes of fuel would

have to change its laws

RUSSIA stepped in, but
the US reminded India
that it first needs to com-
plete its separation plan

INDILA and Moscow both
assured the US that the
planned fuel export would
be ‘safety related’

be “safety-related”.

In Russia’s view, India’s agreement with the US on
civilian nuclear power cooperation will make the sale
permissible under the guidelines of the NSG.

It had last supplied fuel for Tarapur in 2001. The
fuel will permit TAPS 1&2, already under interna-
tional safeguards, to continue producing nuclear
power for the power grid, Sarna said.

Fuel levels at Tarapur are at “dangerously low” leve-
Is and India has been scouting around for fuel for the
nuclear power plant after the July 18 agreement with
the US. NSG guidelines permit exports to countries wi-
thout UN-approved safeguards on all reactors — such
as India — only if the exports are needed to prevent or
correct “aradiological hazard to public health and safe-
ty which cannot reasonably be met by other means”.

The Russian Prime Minister will be accompanied
by, among others, Sergei Kiriyenko, the head of Rus-
sia’s atomic energy agency. India and Russia will sign
several banking and cooperation agreements.

THE ol 37 AN e
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“Hamas -
victory a\')?*”
blow to U.S.,
says Putin wa
Vladimir Radyuhin \\

MOSCOW: The Hamas
victory in the Palestinian
election is a “big blow” to
the United States,
Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin said.

“The vote is a big blow
to U.S. efforts in the
Middle East, a very
serious blow,” Mr. Putin
said at his annual press
conference in the
Kremlin on Tuesday.

The Russian leader
suggested that this
setback was due to
Washington’s tactics of
trying to win unilateral
advantages in West Asia.

«If we are to resolve
problems in the Middle
East, we should act in
concert and refrain from
asking this or that side to
pull chestnuts from the
fire,” Mr. Putin said. “We
should sit down together,
heed each other and take
coordinated decisions.”

He said Moscow’s
attitude to Hamas was
different from that of the
U.S. and Western Europe
in that Russia has never
branded Hamas as a
terrorist group.

In another jibe at the
U.S. President Mr. Putin
condemned the U.S. role
in the foiled armed revolt
in Uzbekistan’s Andijan
last year. '

“We know better than
anyone what happened
there, who and how
prepared the revolt,” Mr.
Putin said. :

He strongly came out
against “coloured
revolutions” in Central
Asia.

“Wedonotwanta
second Afghanistan in
Central Asia, we do not
want revolutions there.
What we need is
evolution that would
assert democratic values
but would not result in
Andijan-kind
explosions,” the Russian
leader said.
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“Tor e energy war
‘Ukraine May Be Planning To Join Nato’

Washington: The US state department
on Sunday expressed concern over Rus-
sia’s decision to cut off gas supplies to
UKkraine, saying the move raises ques-
tions about the “use of energy to exert
political pressure.”

“The US regrets the Russian decision
to cut off gas from Russia to Ukraine,
with potential effects on gas supplies
elsewhere in Europe,” state depart-
ment spokesman Sean McCormack
said in a statement.

“Such an abrupt step creates insecu-
rity in the energy sector in the region
and raises serious questions about the
use of energy to exert political pres-
sure,” McCormack said, adding that
the US has told both nations it supports
a gradual move towards market pricing
for energy supplies.

However, according to Russian ana-
lysts, Moscow’s move will reveal how
dependent Ukraine is on cheap gas, but
Ukrainian President  Yushchenko
cotld be the ultimate winner.

“The gas war is an electoral strategy
by Yushchenko,” said Sergei Markov, a
political analyst close to the Kremlin.

The cut-off seems at first a double
success for the Kremlin, ensuring fu-
ture increased budget receipts and a
weakening of Yushchenko’s leadership
ahead of key parliamentary elections
in March and just over a year since he
came to power against a Russia-backed
candidate.

But Markov, who advised
Yushchenko’s rival Viktor Yanukovich,
said the Ukrainian president could in
fact be strengthened by the dispute.

Markov’s analysis was echoed by a
Russian foreign affairs ministry state-
ment released on Sunday that accused
the Ukrainian leadership of seeking to
make political gain from the crisis by
casting Russia as an “enemy”.

Another Russian political analyst,
Viktor Kremenyuk from the US-Cana-
da Institute in Moscow believes the
Ukrainian president wants to build up
tension with Moscow to fulfill his
strategic objectives, including joining
the NATO.

“What mars this bid is a Russia-
Ukraine agreement on the port of Se-
bastopol and the cooperation between
Russian and Ukrainian defence enter-
prises,” the analyst said. agencies
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