/Pakistan objects to Rice’s remarks 0

We do not require advhtc\e from outside, says Ministry spokesperson

Nirupama Subramanian

o

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has expressed
strong objections to U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice’s statements
on the world’s expectations that
President Pervez Musharraf will
hold free and fair elections in 2007.

The Foreign Office spokesperson
said the subject did not come up dur-
ing Ms. Rice’s talks with Gen.
Musharraf.

The Foreign Office was reacting to
Ms. Rice’s comments to journalists
on board the special aircraft that
brought her to Islamabad, and later
at a press briefing here, where she

gave a detailed reply to a question on
free and fair elections in Pakistan.

“I have had discussions with the
President, with the Foreign Minis-
ter.. But we are very clear that the
expectation is that Pakistan is going
to take that step on the road to de-
mocracy, that it is not just a matter of
election day, it is a matter of access to
press, it is a matter of access to be
able to assemble and to campaign.
We've been very clear about all of
that. And I have heard the commit-
ment of the Foreign Minister and of
the President and of the Prime Min-
ister and others to that process,” Ms.
Rice said in remarks at a joint press

briefing with Pakistan Foreig(‘ne&i

ister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri.

In a statement after Ms. Rice’s de-
parture from Islamabad, the Foreign
Office said “there should be no doubt
in anyone’s mind that the elections
will be free and fair”.

“This is the commitment of the
leadership and Government of Pakis-
tan. On the democratic processes in
Pakistan, we do not require advice
from outside,” the spokesperson
said.

Deputy Minister for Information
Tariq Azeem said Pakistan would not
take “dictation” from anyone on its
internal affairs.
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Washington: Pakistan is poised to
receive yet another large consignment
of American arms, ncluding Harpoon
anti-ship missiles, despite mounting
crificism in the US about its dubious
role in the war on terrorism.

The Bush administration has
okayed sale of a $370-million pack-
age to its client state at a time when
US and coalition forces in
Afghanistan are said to be under in-
creasing attack from Pakistan-

backed Taliban and Al Qaida ele-
ments with growing casualties.

The Pentagon’s Defence Securi-
ty Cooperation Agency (DSCA) no-
tified the Congress this week about
the sale as required by law. Congress
has to clear the package, but with
the administration’s backing, os-
tensibly to counteract the nuclear
concessions to India, that is not ex-
pected to be a problem.

The 130 Harpoon I missiles lined
up for sale would provide “a signif-
icant upgrade to Pakistan’s existing
systems and allow for improved tar-

DSCA said in
its notice to Congress.

“This proposed sale will con-
tribute to the foreign policy and na-
tional security of the United States
by helping to improve the security
of afriendly counfry that continues
to be a key ally in the global war on
terrorism,” the agency added.

How it will improve Pakistan’s se-
curity at a time when the country has
had to seek billions in aid following
last year’s earthquake is a mystery.
But the deal is evidently part of the

. Bush administration’s effort to shore

up a favoured military dictatorship
that claims to be fighting the war on
terrorism. Many commentators are
starting to doubt this claim.

It’s also part of the giobal arms
trade that keeps US military-indus-
trial complex in good fettle. The Har-
poon missiles are made by Boeing,
a company which is also bidding to
sell billions of dollars worth of fight-
er aircraft and other arms to India.

Boeing has sold more than 7000,
Harpoon missiles to 25 countlgy{
since it was introduced in 1971.
While US arms supply to Pakistan
is often premised on its role as a FAT-
WAT (Frontline Ally in War Against
Terrorism), Harpoons are not ex-
actly meant to take out Al Qaida.

The Bush administration’s
largesse to Pakistan, some of which
will be subsidised by American mil-
itary aid, comes at a time when
some critics are guestioning its kid

glove policy towards Wary
dictatorship. )
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NITED STATES Defence Secretary

Donald Rumsfeld recently lavished

praise on Pervez Musharraf for his

role in the war on terror. But there is
no hiding that relations between the Pakistan
President and the U.S. have come under consid-
erable strain in recent weeks, particularly after
President George W. Bush’s March visit to India
and Pakistan.

Inevitably, Pakistan compared the Bush visit
to the two countries. A civilian nuclear deal with
India; in Pakistan, a statement that the two sub-
continental neighbours are “different countries
with different needs and different histories.” An
overnight stay in Islamabad under tight security;
a three-day sojourn in India. For Pakistan, a
Bush comment that the purpose of his visit was
to determine whether President Musharraf was
“as committed as he has been in the past to
bringing these terrorists to justice,” and another
that democracy in Pakistan was “definitely a part
of our agenda”; to India, an invitation to join the
U.S. and its Western allies in nation-building in
Afghanistan.

With severe anti-U.S. and anti-West senti-
ments prevailing among all sections of Pakista-
nis, expressed vociferously in the media and by
the country’s political elite, the visit caused a
massive loss of face for President Musharraf. It
was bad enough being told in public that the U.S.
viewed its relationship with India through a dif-
ferent prism from that of its ties with Pakistan.
Worse was the injunction to do “more” to bring
in Osama bin Laden, and the worst, the suggest-
ed role for India in Afghanistan.

For 30 years, the Pakistan military has viewed
Afghanistan as falling within its sphere of influ-
ence. Starting with the time of the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan, Pakistan has leveraged its
geographical location to further relations with
the U.S. After 9/11, Pakistan, one of the three
countries that recognised the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan, recovered quickly enough to land
on the right side of the U.S., after more than a
decade in the American doghouse. Initsrole asa
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pendence on each other by no means

makes it an equal partnership. And this is the
main cause of the strain in their relations.

frontline ally of the U.S., it has committed
80,000 troops on the ground along the Durand
Line, launching “co-ordinated operations” with
the U.S. forces in Waziristan in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) at consid-
erable political cost, and has suffered more casu-
alties in the ‘war on terror’ than the U.S. or any of
its western allies in Afghanistan.

As a country that continues to see Afghanistan
as providing “strategic depth” against India, Pa-
kistan is deeply resentful of any Indian involve-
ment in that country. President Bush’s
invitation to India to involve itself more in Af-
ghanistan came at a time when the Pakistan
establishment had begun to put out the allega-
tion that India was backing subversive activity in
Balochistan. For both critics and supporters of
the Pakistani establishment, it was clear after
the Bush visit that the country’s most important
ally did not buy that allegation.

In the months since, President Musharraf has
been attempting to regain some of his credibility
through methods that seem to border on de-
fiance. For instance, in April, when the U.S. put
the Jamaat-ud-dawa — it is linked to the banned
Lashkar-e-Taiba — on its Specially Designated
Global Terrorist list, the Pakistan foreign office
said it was not obliged to follow suit. Other
militant and extreme religious outfits banned by
the Musharraf Government have made a come-
back, especially after the 2005 earthquake.”The
Herald, a monthly, reported recently that the
Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan, which was banned in
2002 and now goes by the name Millat-e-Islamia
Pakistan, was allowed to organise a large public
gathering in Islamabad on April 6.

The Pakistan Government has also hit out
indirectly against the U.S. by dismissing accusa-
tions by the Government in Kabul that it was
assisting the Taliban to launch attacks in south-

L)

ern Afghanistan. This is also a U.S. allegation. In
strong words, Islamabad has accused the Karzai
Government of blaming Pakistan for its own
failure to end the conflict in Afghanistan.

President Musharraf has also lost no opportu-
nity to show that unbothered by U.S. opposition
to the Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline, he is
determined to go ahead with the project. Anoth-
er development that seems opposed to what
Washington wants from Islamabad is the politi-
cal changes that President Musharraf has sig-
nalled in FATA, the frontline region in the
U.S.-led ‘war against terror.” The U.S. believes
that Osama bin Laden is hiding somewhere in
FATA, and it is here that it wants Pakistan to do
“more,” meaning hunt him out by breaking the
Taliban and, foreign militant networks in the
area. The recent appointment of a retired lieu-
tenant-general who is a tribal as the Governor of
the North West Frontier Province is being seen
as an attempt by the Musharraf Government to
begin a reconciliation process with the local peo-
ple in Waziristan who are upset at the military
operations. Pakistan says it wants to find a politi-
cal solution to terrorism, but some believe that
in the current charged atmosphere in the area,
this could end up strengthening Taliban sup-
porters. .

It is almost as if the man who declared (in a
recent interview to The Guardian) that he is not
apoodle of the U.S. is desperate to prove as much
to his people. Analysts say the ties between the
two countries are at their lowest ebb since 9/11.
But does this mean that President Musharraf
and the U.S. are gradually drifting apart? -

Not yet, is the short answer to that. The ties
that bind the two are built on the strongly felt
basic and immediate needs of both. In simple
terms, President Bush needs Pakistan for his
‘war on terror. Pakistan, which received more

ADVERNTOROUS!
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gether, two apart

than $3 billion from 2001 to 2005 from the U.S.,
needs the cash and the international standing.
But their dependence on each other by no means
makes it an equal partnership. And this is the
main cause of the strain in their relations, as it
has always been throughout the chequered his-
tory of the engagement between the two coun-
tries. While the U.S. only wants Pakistan to meet
its present military objective, Pakistan, the less-
er partner, has always built into the relationship,
through what the former Foreign Secretary,
Tanvir Ahmed Khan, describes as “auto-hypnos-
is,” expectations that were never agreed upon.
Frustration, both in the establishment and on
the street, mounts when those expectations are
not met. The leadership, which bought public
support for the partnership by touting these
expectations, has to then address the
frustration. :

Key to the future

But the key to understanding the future of the
relations between President Musharraf and the
Bush administration may lie more in U.S. reac-
tions to its ally’s apparent defiance. On the one
hand, Washington is determined to keep the
heat turned up on the Pakistan leader to ensure
he delivers on vital issues in the partnership. On
the other, the U.S. is also worried that President
Musharraf’s sliding popularity — on account of
his demanding American alliance — may affect
his ability to deliver, and has allowed him plenty
of slack to recoup political losses.

Perhaps nothing exemplifies this complex pas
de deux better than laffaire A.Q. Khan. After
naming him a nuclear proliferator, the U.S. al-
lowed President Musharraf to draw red lines ail
around the scientist, and the investigation. Dr.
Khan .was placed under house arrest but got a
presidential pardon after a few months. He con-
tinues to remain under house arrest, but Pakis-
tan has made it clear it will not give American
investigators direct access to its national hero.
The U.S. has, so far not pushed this issue. All
others arrested in the case have been released,
and the Government declared the case “closed” a
few weeks ago. But the U.S. then indirectly
ratcheted up the noise again. Recently, a con-
gressional committee heard a lengthy testimony
from a nuclear scientist about the Bush adminis-
tration not having done enough to get informa-
tion from the Pakistani scientist. The Daily
Times said in an editorial that when the U.S.
knew that Pakistan would never surrender the
top scientist, the only reason it could be bringing
up the A.Q. Khan factor once again was to pres-
sure the Musharraf Government into making
other “cencessions,” perhaps on Afghanistan.

Looking away while President Musharraf in-
dulges extremist religious or militant outfits,
and throwing carrots, such as lifting the ban on
F16 sales to Pakistan last year, and allowing sales
of Harpoon anti-ship missiles last month, all the
while saying Pakistan has to do “more,” is part of
the same deal — ensure the Pakistan leader does
not take his eye off the ball and, at the same time,
soothe ruffled feathers. No one knows what Gen-
eral Musharraf’s plans are for the next elections
— he has hinted at a@nother term for himself —
but it does seem the Bush administration wants
him in the saddle, at least for now.

So where does that leave President Bush’s
democracy agenda in Pakistan? Seasoned ob-
servers like Mr. Tanvir Ahmed Khan point out
that given the deep military cooperation be-
tween the two, the U.S. may not push the issue.
Instead, there may be suggestions to President
Musharraf to broaden his political base so that
he is in a stronger position to deliver on his
commitments to the U.S. While the Bush admin-
istration wants its military objectives met at the
earliest, President Musharraf is fighting for time
until the next elections. Will he in a better posi-
tion to do what the Americans want after the
elections? It may cease to matter. By then, the
Bush presidency will be clocking its final year,
and President Musharraf, if re-elected, may well
decide to wait and see what his options are after
the U.S. elections.
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Washington still needs

Islamabad

X

Desplte its concerns, the U.S.” plans still centre

on Gen. Musharraf. W

Simon Tisdall \:,,7'
HEN AMERICA'’S world changed
after 9/11, President Pervez

Musharraf adapted faster than most. He
severed Pakistan’s official links with the
Taliban, backed the U.S. war on terror,
and set about taming lawless tribal areas
abutting the Afghan border. Gen. Mush-
arraf became George W. Bush's
favouriteMuslim.

But Washington’s memories are short
and, five years on, the relationship grows
rocky. The US. has echoed Afghan
claims that Pakistan lacks zeal in com-
bating cross-border operations by “Tali-
banised” extremists in Waziristan and
elsewhere. Officials mutter about “in-
consistent performance” and “poor exe-
cution” in catching Al-Qaeda militants.

An unannounced U.S. air strike inside
Pakistan in January left Gen. Musharraf
looking weak (and 18 people dead). Dif-
ferences have developed over neigh-
bouring Iran’s nuclear activities and a
gas pipeline venture with Teheran.

Pakistani officials have, in turn, ac-
cused India and, by implication, the U.S.,,
of stirring up Balochi separatists. They
complain Washington does not fully ap-
preciate the risks Gen. Musharraf is run-
ning and the army’s losses in Waziristan.
Last week, Foreign Secretary Riaz Khan
said “changing the mindset” of extre-
nists was a long-term task. “It doesn’t
help making Pakistan the whipping
boy.”

Mr. Bush’s recent visit to Islamabad,
following his nuclear deal with arch-ri-

Y\g\ +\\

val India, made matters worse. His
clumsy call for free elections next year
added insult to injury. “Was there blow-
back after the Bush visit? Yes, no ques-
tion,” an informed Western official said.
But there was no rupture, he added.
Washington’s regional game plan still
centred on Gen. Musharraf and no re-
placement was yet in sight. Pakistan’s
leader, lacking a strong political base
and beset by intractable problems, need-
ed U.S. support at almost any price.

“From the Americans’ perspective,
this is a highly unstable country. The
situation in Waziristan is tipping in fa-
vour of the Taliban. There’s trouble in
Balochistan, in Kashmir, in Karachi.
There’s the religious parties ... Half the
population of this country is virulently
anti-American and it’s growing,” the of-
ficial said. “And then there is Musharraf,
sitting on top of this volcano. He’s pretty
indispensable. We’re only a bullet away
from significant instability. But I'm not
sure we have anyone else.”

Despite public U.S. pressure for free
elections, Western diplomats in Islama-
bad predict wider U.S. strategic and se-
curity considerations will privately
trump concerns about Pakistan’s dys-
functional democracy. “We’re not aban-
doning the democratic agenda” a
diplomat said.

“But drugs, terrorism, instability, ~_
these are the issues that have a direct
international impact.”It would be left to
Britain and the EU to worry about bal-
lot-rigging. — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2006
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~ Pakistan’s N-proliferation
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Islamabad: The US claims to have

Clellan as saying.

“network broken, says US
S

“broken up” the nuclear prolifera-
tion network of Pakistani nuclear
scientist Abdul Qader Khan,
terming this a “great success story,”
a media report on Friday said. The
report quoted a White House
spokesman as saying in
Washington that the US
worked “very closely”
with Pakistan and would
“continue to do so when
it comes to intelligence
issues.” Addressing the
White House weekly
press briefing, Scott Mc-
Clellan stressed that the
black market nuclear
proliferation  network

“That was a great success story of
the intelligence community that
we're talking about now—working
with others,” the spokesman said.
There was no immediate comment
from the Pakistan government. Se-
curity experts here, how-
ever, point out the US had
all along known of
Khan'’s activities while
he was working with a
Dutch laboratory and
that the CIA told the
Dutch government to lay
off.

The US, they say, took a
dim view of Khan only af-
ter 9/11, when it suspect-

run by the disgraced
Khan had been ‘broken up.”

“We worked with the internation-
al community and made some sig-
nificant progress in stopping the
proliferation of nuclear pro-
grammes and weapons of mass de-
struction,” Daily Times quoted Mc-

He Thay ¢

ed that the know-how
could have reached Al Qaida. This
was long after Khan had completed
his nuclear transfers to North Korea,
Libya and Iran. Confronted by the
US, the Pakistan government
claimed that it was unaware of
Khan’s activities. ins



What is it about Pakistan’

The need for military bases explains Washington’s immense
tolerance for Islamabad’s doublespeak, says K. Subrahmanyam

self-confidence of Pakistani di-

plomats that they were willing
to disclose to their Public Accounts
Committee that they bribed memb-
ers of the 9\11 Commission, to get
drasticchanges made in its final re-
port. Not only that. The story was
leaked to the Friday Times to be pu-
blished on the day President Bush
was in Islamabad. Theywere throw-
ingachallenge to the US. Bush pro-
claimed in the wake of 9/11 that he
would punish any country that har-
boured terrorists. Five years later,
* Osama bin Laden and Ayman Za- .
. wabhari are still safe in Pakistan.

It is ¢laimed that they may be in
the tribal areas. But every senior Al-
Qaedaleader captured in Pakistan
happened to be in amajor city. The
IAEAtas established that the Pak-
istan-Iran proliferation went back
to 1987. Itis obvious that proliferat-
ion oversuch a long period could
not have happened without the
knowledge of the Pakistani state
and army. Yet the US is compelled -
to accept the Pakistani fable that
Pakistani leaders was unaware of
Dr A.Q.Khan’s proliferation.

Musharraf promised the US pre-
sident that the murderer of Wall
Street Journal correspondent Dan-
iel Pear]l would be brought to justice
and punished. Though Omar Saeed
Shaikh, the man who transmitted
$100,000 to Mohammed Atta,
leader of the 9\11 hijackers, was co-
nvicted and sentenced to death four

IT SPEAKS of the enormous

and legislators thundering about
the vote against Iran on the nuclear
issue, Pakistan, which is in receipt
of US economic and military aid
and is more intimately aware of Ira-
nian proliferation, chooses to abs-
tain with no adverse consequences.

The Taliban operate against the
US and NATO forces in Aghanis-
tan using Pakistani territory as a

base. When the Afghan president-

complains about it, Musharraf ad-

If the US is to have
such capabilities in
Pakistan to deal with
the contingency of

- Islamabad losing
control over its nuclear
weapons, its air force
must have bases

monishes him to improve vigilance.

The US has put up with Pakist-
an’sbrazen defiance until now. For
the first time, following Bush’s Isl-
amabad visit, there are signs that
American tolerance of Pakistani
double-dealing may be coming to
an.end. Bush said in Islamabad:
“Part of my mission today was to
determine whether or not the presi-
dent is as committed as he hasbeen
in the past in bringing these terrori-
sts tojustice, and he is.” The implic-
ation: Washington was developing

cal. He explained that “Pakistan
and India are different countries
with different needs and different
histories”. In other words, Pakistan
will not get the civilian nuclear deal.

One possible explanation why
the US has been so tolerant of Pak-
istan’s double dealings isits need to
have bases and troops in Pakistan.
This need is related to Pakistan be-
ing anuclearweapon state. The rec-

ently released Quadremial Defence

Review Report (February 6) states:
“The prospect that a nuclear capab-
le state may lose control of some of

its weapons to terrorists is one of -

the greatest dangers the US and its
allies face.” This possibility fits only
one nation in the world: Pakistan.

Explaining the US strategy, the
QDR outlines, “To address such
threats, the US must be prepared to
deter attacks, locate, tag and track
WMD materials, act in cases where
a state that possesses WMD loses
control of its weapons, especially
nuclear devices, detect WMD
across all dgmains, sustain opera-
tions even while under WMD at-
tack: hélp mitigate the conse-
quences of WMD attacks at home
or overseas; and eliminate WMD
materials in péacetime, during
combat and after conflicts.”

The QDR details the capabilities
that need to be developed for pre-
ventive action. These are: (i) special
operations force to locate, charac-
terise and secure WMD; (ii) capa-
bilities to locate, tag and track

.. clar devices at stand off ranges; (iv)

"
G

interdiction capabilities to stop air,
“aritime and ground shipments of
"WMD; their delivery systems and
relatedmaterials; (v) persistent sur-
veillaride over wide areas to locate
WMD capabilities or hostile forces;
(vi) human intelligence, language
skills amt-cultural awareness to un-
der§tand better the intentions and
motivations of potential adversaries
and taspeed recovery efforts; (vii)
capabilities and specialised teams

ties in Pakistan to deal with i

tingency of Islamabad losing control
over itsweapons, US forcesmustbe
deployed in Pakistan and US air
force must have bases and US navy
proximate forces at sea. The porti-
ons which are alleged to have been
deleted from 9/11 Commission Re-
port are said to have dealt with the
ISI's direct involvement in the 9/11
attack. Since then Musharraf has
been useful in eliminating progres-
sively a number of top fundamen-

'Look who came to Islamabad for an Inspection

to render safe and secure WMD;
(viii) non-lethal weapons to secure
WMD sites so that materials can-
not be removed; (ix) joint com-
mand and control tailored for the
WMD elimination mission; (x) ca-
pability to deploy, sustain, protect,
support and redeploy special opera-
tions forces in hostile environ-
ments; (i) capability to shield criti-

talist generals from. the army and
* purging extremist ¢:lements from

ISI. Presumably the:re is a long way
to go to complete thee task.
Meanwhile, the UiSneeds to keep
its forces in Pakista'n so that it can
sustain and developthe 11-fold ca-
pabilities which the QDR lays
down. This compulsion may ex-
plain largely the ext raordinary tol-

years ago for the murder, heisstill ~ doubts about Musharraf’scommit- WMD, their delivery system and  cal and vulnerable systems and ~ erance the US has; displayed to-
comfortably enjoying what would ~ mentand he came tocheckonthat.  related materials including means  technologjes from *he catastrophic ~ wards Pakistani dug slicity and their
amount to house arrest conditions. Onthe civilian nuclear program-  tomove suchitems; (iii) capabilities ~ effects of electroznagnetic pulse. need to use Generz il Musharraf to

Inspite of the US administration  me, the US presidentwas categori-  to detect fissile materials such as nu- Ifthe USistohavesuchcapabili-  the maximum possible extent. /
/
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B. Muralidhar Reddy \/\Q A
ISLAMABAD: In Pakistan, most po-
litical parties and the media have
expressed disappointment over
the outcome of the visit of Unit-
ed States President George W.
Bush.

While the religious parties
dubbed it “a visit in pursuit the
U.S. strategic goals on the war
against terrorism,” the main-
stream Opposition parties are
agitated that Mr. Bush did not
have anything substantial to of-
fer to Pakistan.

Most political commentators
and editorials in the media char-
acterised the visit as ‘Clinton I1,
a reference to the five-hour of
visit of Bill Clinton in March
2000 and his stern message over

variety of American concerns
vis-a-vis Pakistan.

Taken for aride

An editorial in the Peshawar
English daily, Statesman, titled
‘Pakistan taken for a ride, again’
best illustrates the dominant
view in the country on the out-
come of the visit.

Pakistan Television (PTV) on a-

“Bush’s visit to Pakistan, it
seems, was not a well thought-
out affair. And then may be it
was! It did more harm the rela-
tions between the two nations
than his not visiting Pakistan
would have had. Even before the
U.S. President stepped on Pakis-
tan’s soil, there was a feeling that
it was the kind of visit when one
is passing by so near in the
neighbourhood and stops by at a
poor relative’s place for the sake
of decorum,” it read.

Democracy in Pakistan

However, the former Prime
Minister and chairperson of the
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
Benazir Bhutto, agreed with Mr.
Bush’s remarks on democracy in
Pakistan. Mr. Bush, referring to
the general elections planned for
2007, said they needed to be
“open and honest.”

Leaders of the Opposition and
public opinion leaders said ex-
pectations of solid assurances on
Kashmir, a nuclear energy pack-
age or a defence deal remained
unfulfilled.

Alliance for Restoration of
Democracy (ARD) chairman

V\fidespreez\fﬁ~ diS&ppOiI/lt: ment in
Pakistan\over Bush’s visit

Political parties, religious leaders, media say he had nothing to offer

Makhdoom Amin Fahim termed
Mr. Bush’s visit an informal one
and said the U.S. president was
originally scheduled to visit In-
dia to sign historic agreements.
“Pakistan came on his itinerary
by chance.”

The basic purpose of Presi-
dent Bush’s visit, he said, was to
hunt down Al-Qaeda operatives
and to urge Pakistan to expedite
the arrest of Osama bin Laden.
He said the U.S. President was
still dissatisfied with whatever
services Pakistan had rendered
in its war on terrorism,

He ridiculed General Mushar-
raf for insisting at his joint press
conference with Mr. Bush that
he was abiding by the Constitu-
tion while keeping the post of
Army chief and said the General
may not hold any of the two of-
fices beyond 2007.

Bush’s “duplicity”
Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal
(MMA) president Qazi Hussain
Ahmed said the duplicity of the
U.S. President had become evi-
dent when he offered nuclear
cooperation to India. In a state-
ment issued from Lahore he

e
o 0

said, on the one hand the U.S.
was opposing Iran’s peaceful nu-
clear programme while on the
other it was offering concessions
to India despite its not being a
signatory to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty and in violation of its
own laws.

He said Gen. Musharraf’s re-
quest to Mr, Bush to help resolve
the Kashmir issue was a mistake
as the U.S. president would nev-
er play a neutral role,

Musharraf must quit

Deputy secretary-general of
the MMA Liaquat Baloch said
the Opposition’s stance had
been vindicated by Mr. Bush'’s
visit and called upon Gen. Mush-
arraf to step down after what he
termed total failure as far as the
country’s foreign and defence
policies were concerned.

Aitzaz Ahsan, veteran PPP
leader, said Mr. Bush’s visit had
illustrated the urgent need for
reshaping Pakistan’s foreign
policy by removing the extraor-
dinary dependence on American
aid and concessions and a rejec-
tion to succumb to its dictation.

~
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Bush Rules Out a Nuclear Deal With Pakistanis

By ELISABETH BUMILLER and CARLOTTA GALL

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, March 4 — President Bush made clear on Saturday that Pakistan should not
expect a civilian nuclear agreement like the one with India soon, and he bluntly said the two rivals on
the subcontinent could not be compared to each other.

Mr. Bush said he and Pakistan's president, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, had discussed a civilian nuclear
program for Pakistan during talks on Saturday morning.

"I explained that Pakistan and India are different countries with different needs and different histories,"
Mr. Bush said at a joint outdoor news conference with Mr. Musharraf on the grounds of the presidential
palace, Aiwan-e-Sadr. "So as we proceed forward, our strategy will take in effect those well-known
differences.”

Before Mr. Bush's remarks, administration officials said General Musharraf had no chance of making
such a deal when proliferation and terrorism remained concerns in Pakistan. But it was striking that the
president spoke so directly as his host stood at his side.

Mr. Bush showed strong support for Mr. Musharraf's efforts in combating militants, even though Osama
bin Laden, the mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks, and Mullah Muhammad Omar, the Taliban leader, are
believed to still be hiding in Pakistan. Without being specific, General Musharraf himself made
reference to "slippages" in the past.

Mr. Bush said, "Part of my mission today was to determine whether or not the president is as committed
as he has been in the past to bringing these terrorists to justice, and he is."

The Pakistani foreign minister, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri, made clear that the two leaders had had a -
frank discussion, saying General Musharraf had made a "comprehensive and telling response” to
American concerns about Pakistan's commitment to fighting terrorism.

"They had a level of discussion I had not seen before," he said, adding that General Musharraf shared
intelligence and documentary evidence with Mr. Bush.

Pakistan had had to deal with 30,000 foreign fighters passing through from Afghanistan over the years,
Mr. Kasuri said, had more troops in the border areas than foreign and Afghan forces together on the
other side, and had lost 600 soldiers in fighting in Waziristan. That was more casualties than forces had
taken across the border, he said.

Mr. Kasuri struggled to answer local journalists who asked if Pakistan had not been left empty-handed
after the visit.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/05/international/asia/05prexy.html?pagewanted=print 3/6/2006
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opeaking at a news briefing Saturday afternoon to release the joint statement issued by both presidents.
he said General Musharraf had pressed the case for civil nuclear cooperation, since Pakistan had urgent
energy needs, too. "These things take a long time," he said. Mr. Bush had hinted at something, he said,
but he declined to explain further.

Critics of Mr. Bush's nuclear agreement with India say it will only encourage other nations to demand
similar arrangements. Under the terms of the Indian pact, the United States will end a moratorium of
decades on sales of nuclear fuel and reactor components and India will separate its civilian and military
nuclear programs, and open the civilian facilities to international inspections.

General Musharraf is facing rising pressure from opposition parties, including Islamic ones, in large part
over his support of American policies to root out militants in Pakistan.

While Mr. Bush offered support for Mr. Musharraf, the public remarks on both sides could not disguise
evident tensions, particularly after the nuclear deal that Mr. Bush announced this week with India.

Mr. Bush was not expected to endorse a similar nuclear agreement with Pakistan — the country of A. Q.
Khan, the founder of Pakistan's nuclear program, who confessed to having run an illegal nuclear
proliferation network.

But neither was it expected that Mr. Bush would so obviously place Pakistan on a separate footing from
India, as Washington has long taken pains to balance American relations between the rivals.

Mr. Bush, who said only last week in Washington that Pakistan "still has some distance to travel on the
road to democracy,” made a gentle reference to the need for democratic advances in the country, saying
that elections scheduled next year "need to be open and honest."

General Musharraf seized power in 1999 in a bloodless coup. He had since promised to give up his
military uniform in 2004, but changed the Constitution so he could hold both his army post and the
presidency until 2007.

His opponents in Pakistan charge that the Bush administration has given him wide latitude as it has
enlisted Pakistan in the fight against terrorism, while at the same time saying it wants to promote
democracy in the Muslim world.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Musharraf made their public remarks on the serene lawn of Aiwan-e-Sadr, with ducks
splashing in a flower-filled pool in the background, as the capital around them remained in an effective
24-hour lockdown.

Security was intense for the first visit of an American president in six years, and the first by Mr. Bush,
who was in essence traveling to Mr. bin Laden's backyard two days after a suicide bombing attack in
Karachi left four people dead, including an American Embassy employee.

General Musharraf said he had expressed Pakistan's "deepest regrets” in his talks with Mr. Bush about
the bombing, which he said was "very viciously timed" to spoil Mr. Bush's visit. Mr. Bush said he had
sent his condolences to the family of David Foy, the embassy employee killed in the attack, as well as to
the families of the Pakistanis who died.

"We're not going to back down in the face of these killers," Mr. Bush said. "We'll fight this war and we
will win this war together."

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/05/international/asia/0Sprexy.html?pagewanted=print 3/6/2006
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'L hroughout the day, the streets of Islamabad were peaceful, with the main rally planned for the
adjoining city of Rawalpindi curtailed after the political leader Imran Khan was placed under house
arrest.

But people in Islamabad showed a lack of excitement over the visit and did not glance at the live
coverage of the news conference by the two presidents on TV in a shopping mall.

"I do not think the visit will make much difference," said Naser Abbasy, 37, who runs a clothes store
here.

His brother, Rashid Mehmud Abbasy, 35, was wearing a black armband on Saturday in protest of Mr.
Bush's visit. "It is a protest, because of all the atrocities against Muslims in Iraq and elsewhere," he said.
"It is not about the president, but his policies," he said. The Muslim leaders had called on supporters to
wear black armbands, he said.

But Mr. Abbasy said the visit was good if it gave Mr. Bush a better understanding of the views of
Pakistanis. "He gave a lot to India, despite knowing that we do not get on well," he said. "So he should
support us equally."

Pakistan Attacks a Militant Force

By The New York Times

PESHAWAR, Pakistan, March 4 — Pakistan sent in helicopter gunships Saturday against militants who
have virtually taken control of the town of Miramshah, in the North Waziristan tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan, following a government raid on Wednesday on a suspected terrorist training camp in the
area.

Nearly 50 militants were killed, Pakistani officials said, wire services reported.

The militants on Saturday used rockets to attack government buildings in Miramshah.

Residents fled the town after gun and missile fire that a government official said had caused "very, very
high" casualties.

Copyright 2006The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XML% I Help | Cont

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/05/international/asia/0Sprexy.html?pagewanted=print 3/6/2006
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Pakistan Braces as Bush Starts Visit

President Brushes Aside Security Concerns to Pay Tribute to Key Ally on
Home Turf

By Jim VandeHei and Bradley Graham
Washington Post Staff Writers
Saturday, March 4, 2006; A10

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, March 3 -- President Bush arrived here from New
Delhi on Friday night to pay tribute to President Pervez Musharraf, an army
general who is a key ally in the administration's global war on terrorism but
who has resisted both democratic reforms and aggressive moves against
hard-line Islamic groups at home.

In a visit that exemplifies the contradictory impulses of U.S. foreign policy
in the region, Bush brushed aside serious security concerns to make an
overnight stop in Pakistan.

Authorities were bracing for possible unrest in connection with the visit,
which follows several weeks of sometimes violent protests sparked by the
publication in European newspapers of Danish cartoons of the prophet
Muhammad.

[Early Saturday morning, police detained Imran Khan, a former
international cricket star and member of parliament, and placed him under
house arrest just hours before he was to lead a protest march against Bush
and Musharraf near Islamabad. In a telephone interview from his home in
the capital, Khan accused the Pakistani leader of having him detained
because he is "scared of the public."

Khan said the protest would still go forward and was aimed at highlighting
"Bush's double standard, claiming that his foreign policy goal is to promote
freedom and democracy in the Muslim world and here's he come to support
a military dictator. A serving general running the country and calling it
democracy, it's just making fools out of us."]

Page 1 of 4

Streets throughout the country were only lightly traveled Friday, and most businesses remained

shuttered, as Pakistanis generally heeded a call by hard-line religious parties for a nationwide strike to
protest the cartoons. In addition, there were scattered protests against Bush and Musharraf, including a
rally in the city of Multan in central Punjab province that drew a crowd estimated at 10,000, according

to the Reuters news agency.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman, a pro-Taliban cleric and the leader of the opposition in the National Assembly,
told the crowd that Bush's visit was aimed at "enslaving the Pakistani nation and rewarding General

Musharraf for his patriotism to America."

In the port city of Karachi, police used tear gas to disperse hundreds of protesters trying to march on the
U.S. Consulate, where a suicide bomber killed four people, including a U.S. diplomat, on Thursday.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301762 pf.... 3/6/2006
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Aides said Bush planned to use his first visit here to praise Musharraf as an important partner in fighting
terrorism. Under his military-led government, Pakistan has killed or captured hundreds of al-Qaeda
members -- more than any other country -- and has deployed more than 70,000 troops to the traditionally
autonomous tribal region that borders Afghanistan.

Yet some U.S. officials have expressed frustration that Musharraf has not done more to root out Taliban
fighters and track down Osama bin Laden and other senior al-Qaeda figures, all widely believed to enjoy
havens in the rugged areas along the Afghan border.

There are also concerns about Musharraf's stated commitment to democracy, a goal Bush has called
essential to defeating terrorism throughout the Muslim world. The Pakistani president, who took power
in a bloodless coup in 1999, espouses a moderate version of Islam. He has installed a civilian prime
minister and allowed parliamentary elections. But he retains ultimate power and has reneged on a pledge
to step down as army chief.

"Over time, the level of cooperation between the United States and Pakistan has increased," Stephen J.
Hadley, Bush's national security adviser, said this week. But, he added, "there are still more steps that
can be taken to further our cooperation.”

The Pakistani leader is still seen, in the words of one senior Pentagon official, as "a force for
moderation" in a part of the world where "politics is played by rough rules."

As next year's general elections in Pakistan approach, the administration will have to start weighing its
support for Musharraf against the commitment to ensure the restoration of democracy, according to U.S.
officials. Bush said in a speech last week that the election would "be an important test of Pakistan's
commitment to democratic reform."

For now, the U.S. focus is on obtaining even more help from Musharraf in attacking al-Qaeda and
Taliban strongholds, following a year in which terrorist violence in Afghanistan has increased
dramatically. A top White House official said that during the two leaders' joint appearances Saturday,
Bush planned to stress Musharraf's assistance and play down disputes over democratic reforms.

Despite Bush's tendency to portray policies in black and white , aides said the president was satisfied
with the shades of gray in the Musharraf alliance. As in his relationship with Russian President Vladimir
Putin, another U.S. ally who has sometimes stifled democracy, they said Bush appreciated Musharraf
based in part on a gut instinct about his allegiance.

Although Musharraf at one time accepted the repressive rule of the Taliban in Afghanistan, he was one
of the first foreign leaders to side with Bush when confronted with the U.S. president's ultimatum after
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks: that governments must stand with or against the United States in the hunt for
terrorists. Since then, Bush has expressed admiration for Musharraf's toughness.

"He has had a direct stake in this fight -- four times the terrorists have tried to kill him," Bush said in
India, the previous stop on his South Asian trip. Musharraf survived two direct assassination attempts in
2003, as well as a failed car bombing and an alleged assassination plot in 2002. He has also been a target
of protests by Islamic groups who distrust the United States and condemn him as an American pawn.

In some ways, Bush's entire trip to the subcontinent this week -- including a brief, heavily guarded,
unannounced stop in Afghanistan and the elaborate two-day visit to India -- has highlighted his
evolution from an us-against-them unilateralist to a leader more willing to compromise and cut deals.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301762 pf.... 3/6/2006
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Although India has long refused to sign the 1968 nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, Bush announced an
agreement there Thursday that will allow India to substantially increase its nuclear arsenal and obtain
U.S. assistance to expand its nuclear energy program. In part, the deal was made because U.S. officials
see India as a counterweight to China and a potentially lucrative trading partner.

In a speech Friday night in New Delhi, Bush extolled the growing economic ties between the world's
two largest democracies.

"Our two great democracies are now united by opportunities that can lift our people, and by threats than
can bring down all our progress," he said. "The United States and India, separated by half the globe, are
closer than ever before, and the partnership between our free nations has the power to transform the
world."

Despite the upbeat visit, anti-American protests were held around India Friday. The demonstrations
were mostly small, but one erupted into a deadly fight between Muslims and Hindus in the city of
Lucknow, leaving at least three people dead, the Associated Press reported.

In New Delhi, Bush urged India to accept the increasingly close U.S.-Pakistani relationship. India,
predominantly Hindu, and Pakistan, a Muslim country, are neighbors and nuclear rivals that have fought
several wars, mostly over the disputed Himalayan region of Kashmir.

"I believe that a prosperous, democratic Pakistan will be a steadfast partner for America, a peaceful
neighbor for India and a force for freedom and moderation in the Arab world," he said. Afterward, Fred
Jones, a spokesman for the National Security Council, said Bush had meant to say "Muslim world."
Pakistan is not an Arab country.

Unlike India's growing relationship with the United States, Pakistan's has been based almost exclusively
on the two nations' military alliance. In exchange for helping hunt down terrorists, Bush has provided
direct aid to Pakistan and offered to sell it F-16 fighter jets.

Aides said Bush was calculating that this relationship was worth the risk of visiting the Pakistani capital
during a period of violence. Security will be tight, however, and several U.S. officials privately raised
concerns about the safety of Bush and his entourage.

Unlike Bill Clinton, who urged Musharraf to make political reforms when he visited here as president in
2000, Bush is expected to focus on strengthening military cooperation.

U.S. authorities have pressed Pakistan for months to accept more U.S. military assistance in
counterterrorism operations. Over the past year, the U.S. and Pakistani militaries have made strides in
developing a common electronic system for tracking their forces on both sides of the Afghan-Pakistani
border. They also have expanded a training program to share information on counterterrorism
techniques.

But Pakistan has continued to balk at the idea of combined operations with U.S. forces, a sensitive issue
for many Pakistanis. Meanwhile, the Musharraf government has made only limited efforts to hunt down
or attack suspected militant hideouts in the volatile, semiautonomous tribal regions.

Even though thousands of Pakistani troops have been sent to the border area, a senior U.S. military

officer said, most have tended to stay in garrisons rather than conduct aggressive patrols. Most of the al-
Qaeda members caught or killed by Pakistan have been in settled areas of the country, the officer added.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301762 pf.... 3/6/2006
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Up to now, U.S. officials have appeared reluctant to push Musharraf too hard in public, regarding him
and the Pakistani military as bulwarks against Islamic radicalism. He is seen as constrained by the tierce
independence of border tribesmen and the strength of hard-line Islamic parties that control North-West
Frontier province and dominate Baluchistan province.

In 2004, a highly publicized army attack on a suspected al-Qaeda border hideout backfired when
villagers and Islamic fighters fought back, killing 46 troops. Earlier this week, military helicopters and
troops assaulted another tribal outpost, and Pakistani officials said 45 Islamic militants were killed.

Even so, some outside experts on Pakistan detect an emerging divide in the Bush administration over
how hard to lean on Musharraf.

"I think there's more concern at the Pentagon than at the State Department on the huge gap between
Musharraf's rhetoric and reality," said Samina Ahmed, of the nonprofit International Crisis Group.

With elections scheduled next year in Pakistan, some experts said U.S. officials should begin working to
strengthen the secular political parties that have been weakened under military rule.

"It's in our interest to begin to look to a post-Musharraf period and not to put all our chips on him," said
Stephen P. Cohen, of the Brookings Institution. "The senior leadership here in Washington seems to
believe that he's our only option.”

Graham reported from Washington. Correspondent John Lancaster in Islamabad contributed to this
report .

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google

Irag Dinars
Buy Today-Riches Down the Road Investment of $1 dollar $1471 Dinar
www.iragdinars.org

See the video
Torture & forced confessions alleged at Guantanamo!
www kuwaitifreedom .org

Islamabad Hotels
Visiting Islamabad? Compare Hotel Prices & Reviews
www TripAdvisor.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301762 pf.... 3/6/2006



1S rejects Pak plea for N-help

Also Refuses To Intervene In J&K Imbroglio

Islamabad: In a blunt rejectiornf of
Pakistan’s demand for a civilian
nuclear deal on the lines he
clinched with India, US President
George W Bush on Saturday said
the two countries had different
needs and different histories.
After discussions with Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf here, the
US leader was asked by reporters
if Washington would have with
energy-deficient Pakistan a nu-
clear deal similar to the one he
had reached with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in New Delhi.
With Musharraf standing by his
side, Bush stated in unambiguous
terms, “Pakistan and India are dif-
ferent countries with different
needs and different histories.”
The US President’s reference to
“different histories” was an obvi-
ous reference to the track record of
India and Pakistan in the nuclear
field. Washington has maintained
that India is a responsible nuclear

In Islamabad, Bush was game for
cricket but not game to fuel Pak’s
nuciear ambitions

power in contrast to Pakistan’s
clandestine help in this sphere to
some countries highlighted by the
actions of its top scientist A Q
Khan, now under house arrest.
On Musharraf seeking US in-
volvement in facilitating the reso-
lution of Kashmir and other issues,

7

> Imran under house arrest

ricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan was on Saturday put under house
arrest and 26 of his Tehreek-e-Insaf associates taken into preventive
J\& & Custody ahead of their planned rally to protest

OL

[ YA 7“36

against George W Bush’s visit. Imran was

: detained at his home here as he prepared to
take out a march from Rawalpindi to

. Islamabad, which he had announced a couple
# of days back. Imran wanted to take out the
rally to protest against Bush’s backing for
President Pervez Musharraf, which he said
had “seriously undermined” Pakistani

political parties’ efforts to restore
gdemocracy in the country. agencies

Bush refused to be drawn into {t
saying the “best way” for doing so
was for leaders of the two countries
to “step up and lead”. “The best
way for Kashmir to be resolved is
for the leaders of both countries to
step up and lead. That’s exactly
what President Musharraf has
done and that’s what Prime Minis-
ter Singh has assured me he wants
to do,” he said, making it clear that
the role of the US was to continue
to encourage the parties concerned
to come together to resolve the con-
tentious issue.

“The atmosphere is changing,”
he said noting that the confidence-
building measures taken by the
two countries had begun to bear
fruit. He also referred to India’s
prompt help to earthquake victims
in Pakistan. Condemning Thurs-
day’s suicide attack in Karachi In
which an American diplomat was
killed, Bush said, “We have to fight
the war on terror together.”

Addressing the joint press con-
ference, Musharraf said, “I re-
ferred to Kashmir and requested
him to remain involved for facili-
tating resolution of all issues to
bring peace in the region.”

Bush, however, said he did not
have any objection to the Iran-Pak-
istan-India gas pipeline. He said he
was only opposed to Iran’s nuclear
ambitions which was “dangerous
for all”. “I believe nuclear weapons
in the hands of Iranians will be
very dangerous for all of us. It will
endanger world peace. So we are
working very hard to convince the
Iranians to get rid of their nuclear
ambitions,” he said. agencies
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'US NO TO PAKISTAN’S NUCLEAR DEAL PLEA

Bush refuses
to play -
Kashmir ball

ISLAMABAD, March 4. — Agreeing
to a strategic dialogue covering
defence, peace, security and non-
proliferation, the USA and Pakistan
today backed the Indo-Pak dialogue
process to resolve bilateral “disputes”
but made no reference to Kashmir in
their joint statement.

The five-page statement was issued
here at the end of talks between vis-
iting US President George W Bush
and his Pakistani counterpart Pervez
Musharraf. The statement said both
leaders supported “the peace process
and composite dialogue between
Pakistan and India for improvement
of relations and resolution of dis-
putes and building a better future for
South Asia.” Asked why Kashmir has
not been directly mentioned,
Pakistani forcign minister Mr
Khurshid M Kasuri said the state-
ment mentioned “resolution of dis-
putes” which referred to Kashmir.
This was the first occasion in many
years when a Pakistani statement
does not contain any direct reference
to Kashmir.

General Musharraf said during a
joint Press conference with Mr Bush:
“I expressed my gratitude for the
etforts towards resolution of disputes
to bring peace to the region. I refer-
red to Kashmir and requested him to
remain involved for facilitating reso-
lution of all issues, including
Kashmir.” The issue of terrorism and
Pakistan’s commitment to fight it also
prominently figured in the state-
ment. The two leaders “reaffirm their
condemnation of terrorism in all its
manifestations.” It said “President
Bush is grateful for President Mu-
sharraf’s strong and vital support for
the war on terror.”

After President Musharraf asked
Mr Bush to remain involved and act
as a facilitator in resolving the
Kashmir “disputc”, Mr Bush refused
to be drawn into it, saying, “The best
way for Kashiir to be resolved is for
the leaders of both countries to step
up and lead, and that’s exactly what
President Musharraf has done and
that’s what Prime Minister Singh has
assured me he wants to do.”.

~ r
0 = w7705

Imran under house-arrest

ISLAMABAD March 4. — Cricketer-
turned politician Imran Khan was -
today put under house-arrest by
Pakistan police which detained hun-
dreds of Islamist leaders and
Opposition activists across the
country to thwart protests against
Mr Bush’s visit. PTI

Details on page 8

“The atmosphere is changing” he
said, adding that the confidence-
building measures had begun to bear
fruit. The statement said the two
countries would aim at building a
“robust defence relationship that
advances shared security goals, pro-
motes regional- stability, and con-
tributes to international security”.
Washington also agreed to continue
“robust US sccurity assistance to
meet Pakistan’s legitimate defence
needs and bolster its capabilities in
the war on terror” and “deepen bilat-
eral collaboration in defence training,
joint exercises, defence procurement,
technology transfers, and interna-
tional peacckeeping,” it said.

Mr Kasuri said Mr Bush had reaf-
firmed his commitment to sell F-~16
jet fighters to Pakistan. The two coun-
tries decided to “work together to
ensure the maintenance of peaceg
security, and stability in the South
Asia region and beyond”.

In a blunt rejection of Pakistan’s
demand for a civilian nuclear deal on
the lines of the one he clinched with
India, Mr Bush said: “The two coun-
tries have different needs and differ-
ent histories”. He, however, agreed to
depute the US energy secretary to
take care of Pakistan’s energy needs.

At a banquet hosted for Mr Bush
tonight, Gen Musharraf asked the
USA and the world community to
encourage all sides to resolve the
Kashmir issue. “The conducive infer-
national environment and improved
relations between Pakistan and India
offer an opportunity to find a settle-
ment acceptable to all sides, especial-
ly the Kashmiri people,” he said. Mr
Bush asked the General to take steps
to restore democracy. He left Pakistan
after the banquet.
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on N-deal
See page 3

US President
George Bush
with Musharraf
at a welcome
ceremony in
Islamabad on
Saturday.

Bush no to Pak nuclear deal & Kashmir mediation

AGENCIES \,»vc‘v -

Islamabad, March 4 V\({ \
THE FLIGHT from New Delhi to Rawalpindi
wasn’t long, but when Air Force One
touched down on Pakistani soil on Friday, it
was an altogether different political time-
zone. This was there for everyone to see.

The smiles and handshakes were all there.
Yet something was missing, something that
marked the US President’s body language
whenever he was with Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh in New Delhi. In Islamabad he
even snubbed President Pervez Musharraf
— not once but twice, Once over calls for a
US-Pak nuclear deal similar to the one inked
in Delhi, and then again when Musharraf
wanted the US to play a facilitator’s role in
resolving the Kashmir tangle.

After his discussions with Musharraf, re-
porters asked Bush whether Washington
would have with energy-deficient Pakistan a
nuclear deal similar to the one he had
reached with Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh in New Detlhi two days ago.

With Musharraf standing by his si
stated in unambiguous terms that, «
and India are different countries wi
ent needs and different histories”. The US
President’s reference to “different histories”
was an obvious pointer to the contrasting pro-
liferation track records of India and Pakistan.

Washington has maintained that India is
a responsible nuclear power in contrast to
Pakistan’s clandestine help in this sphere to
some countries, highlighted by the actions
of its top scientist A.Q. Khan, now under
house arrest.

When Musharraf sought US involvement
in facilitating the resolution of Kashmir,
Bush refused to be drawn into it, saying, “The
best way for Kashmir to be resolved is for the
leaders of both countries to step up and lead,
and that’s exactly what President Musharraf
has done and that’s what Prime Minister
Singh has assured me he wants to do.”

In what looked like a concession, Bush
said the US role was to continue encou-

raging the parties concerned t¢ come toge-
ther to resolve the contentious issue.

“The atmosphere is changing,” he said no-
ting that the confidence-building measures
taken by the two countries had begun to
bear fruit. He also referred to India’s prompt
help to earthquake victims in Pakistan.

But Musharraf placed his accent else-
where. “I don’t think without US assistance
we could have met the challenges of the re-
construction after the earthquake.” And he
expressed extreme gratitude to Bush for the
assistance.

Musharraf said Pakistan and the US had
decided to institutionalise their strategic re-
lationship. “We laid the foundations of a
strong, sustainable, broadbased long-term
relationship. This includes, first of all, com-
mencing the US-Pakistan strategic dialogue
in an institutionalised manner,” he said.

The dialogue would include defence
relations, cooperation in the fight against
terrorism and resolution of all disputes in
the region, including Kashmir, he said.

Bush said his visit to Pakistan had con-
solidated the (two countries’) resolve to fight
terrorism. Earlier, Bush and Musharraf
held a one-on-one meeting to discuss various
issues including Islamabad’s role in the war
on terror.

Condemning Thursday’s suicide attack in
Karachi in which an American diplomat
was Killed, Bush said, “We have to fight the
war on terror together.” The US president
sources said, was expected to call for greater
efforts against terrorism.

Bush, who flew in from India to the mili-
tary airbase in nearby Rawalpindi aboard
Air Force One, was received at the airport by
foreign minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri
and his wife. A three-tier security cordon
was laid for the US president and First Lady
Laura Bush.

Meanwhile, some opposition parties were
planning rallies to protest Bush'’s visit. Teh-
reek-e-Insaaf chief Imran Khan had annou-
nced that Saturday would be observed as a
black day and rallies would be taken out.
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washingtonpostcom
Pakistani PM Plays Down Tension With U.S.

By FOSTER KLUG
The Associated Press
Tuesday, January 24, 2006; 2:25 AM

WASHINGTON -- Pakistani Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz brushed aside
tensions with the United States as he prepared for a meeting Tuesday with
President Bush.

Aziz's trip to the White House comes at a strained point in U.S.-Pakistani
relations, with many in the Islamic nation blasting the U.S. for a Jan. 13
airstrike in a remote area of northern Pakistan that killed at least 13
civilians, including women and children.

During a speech Monday at the Heritage Foundation, Aziz played down
‘eteriorating relations, calling America "our friend and ally."

"Whenever our relations have declined, both countries have paid a price," he
told an audience at the conservative think tank. "The stability of the region
demands a ... constructive, long-term relationship between our two
countries."

His speech came a day after he condemned the strike near the Afghan-
Pakistani border, saying the United States failed to notify Islamabad
beforehand.

Aziz wouldn't comment when asked Monday about his earlier criticism and
whether he would seek assurances from Bush to prevent similar problems in
the future.

He said he was confident that his U.S. visit this week, and Bush's upcoming
trip to South Asia, "will take our relationship to a higher plane." Pakistani

'resident Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who seized power in a bloodless military
coup in 1999, is a close ally in Washington's war on terror.

The missile strike, which the Americans say was aimed at Osama bin Laden's second-in-command,
Ayman al-Zawahri, has infuriated many Pakistanis. It appears to have stoked support in some areas for
the al-Qaida terror group, the leaders of which, including bin Laden, are thought to be hunkered down
along the Pakistani-Afghan frontier.

Although the attack failed to get al-Zawahri, Pakistani intelligence officials have said they believe four
top al-Qaida operatives were killed.

Bin Laden issued a new threat of attacks in the United States in a videotaped message released last
week.

Analysts have said the airstrike also undermined the goodwill cultivated in Pakistan by generous U.S.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/23/AR2006012300168 p... 1/24/2006
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reiief in the wake of October's earthquake that killed over §0,000 people.
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, speaking to reporters Monday after a private meeting with
Aziz, declined to provide details of the talks or to answer questions. It seemed certain, however, that

they discussed U.S.-Pakistani tensions.

"We have a great many things that we do together, and we have had good success in a number of things
we do together,” Rumsfeld said. "We wish Pakistan well, and that is all I have to say."

Bush adviser Dan Bartlett defended the way America fights al-Qaida in Pakistan.

"It's a tough part of the world; it's hard to access; it's hard to penetrate,” Bartlett told Fox News. "And
when we do, it's important that we be able to strike on the offense, and that's something we'll continue to
attempt to do."

Anti-American rallies in Pakistan are entering their second week, but Aziz said they reflect a healthy
democracy at work.

“If you see a demonstration of 10,000 people or so who are expressing their views, don't get paranoid,”
he said. "We, frankly, are very proud of the fact that we allow people to express their views."

Pakistan and India agreed last month to begin work by 2007 on a pipeline to bring natural gas from Iran,
moving ahead with the project despite U.S. disapproval.

Washington opposes investments that benefit Iran, which it suspects of trying to build atomic weapons.

The pipeline is one of a number of initiatives designed to improve relations between Indian and
Pakistan, longtime rivals over the Himalayan region of Kashmir.

On the Net:
CIA World Factbook on Pakistan: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/pk.html

© 2006 The Associated Press
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‘Pak raps US over Bajur attack

Musharraf oves To Quell Growmg Dlssent Among Countrymen

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
President told the United
States on Saturday that
it must not repeat
airstrikes like the recent
one that killed civilians in
a remote mountain vil-
lage, as officials sought to
soothe public outrage
over the incident.

President Gen Pervez
Musharraf’s remarks
were his first publicised
reaction to the January 13
strike on Damadola vil-.
lage, an attack that has
spurred nationwide
protests against the US,

The strike apparenily
targeted—but missed—Al
Qaida No 2 Ayman Al Za-
wahri in the mountain-
ous region of Bajur. Pak-
istani officials believe the
blast wiped out four other
top Qaida operatives, but
also killed at least 13 civil-
ians, including women
and children.

On Saturday, Mushar-
raf told visiting US under-
secretary of state
Nicholas Burns that
“what happened in Bajur must not
be repeated”, a foreign ministry of-
ficial said on condition of anonymi-
ty. Pakistan’s independent GEO tel-
evision reported that Musharraf
also told Burus his country is “ful-
ly capable of defending its fron-
tiers” and that repeated attacks
could affect cooperation in the war
on terror, in which Islamabad is a
top US ally.

The foreign ministry official
said, however, that Musharraf
pledged to continue backing the US
in anti-terror efforts. Neither the
ministry official nor the news re-
port gave details about Burns’ re-
sponse. US embassy spokesman
Rakesh Surampudi said he was un-
able to comment on whether Burns

had discussed the attacks with Musharraf. At alat-
er meeting, foreign minister Khursheed Kasuri told
Burns the attacks were “counterproductive” given

the “prevailing public sentiment” in Pakistan.
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“While reaffirming Pak-
istan’s commitment to
counterterrorism, the for-
eign minister underlined
the need for the two coun-
tries to work in a manner
that precludes recent inci-
dents like Bajur,”
the ministry said in a
statement.

Burns, whose visit was
scheduled before the at-
tack, was in Pakistan to
talk about security and re-
lief aid for the October 8
earthquake that devastat-
ed the couniry’s north.

Pakistani officials say

four or five Qaida opera-
tives, possibly including
Egyptian master bomb
- maker Midbhat Mursi. The
Pakistan and US govern-
ments have not confirmed
the identity or nationality
of any slain Qaida sus-
pects. Pakistan only said
the dead Qaida men’s bod-
ies were taken away by
their companions. Pak-
istani Prime Minister
Shaukat Agziz told re-
porters in New York on Friday that
there was no “tangible evidence”
that any extremists had gathered
in Damadola.

On Saturday, two Pakistani intel-
ligence officials told AP that the at-
tack targeted one of the homes
where Zawahri had met Abu Farraj
Al Libbi, then Qaida No 3, last year.
The two are believed to have met at
the house of a man named Bakht-
pur Khan, which was destroyed in
the pre-dawn airstrike. Khan is list-
ed among the 13 who died. US
and Pakistani intelligence began
monitoring Khan’s home after the
Libbi confession.

Pakistani authorltles suspect
Qaida operatives had gathered last
week in Damadola to plan attacks

to be carried out in Afghanistan and Pakistan, an-
other intelligence official said. Zawahri is believed
to have skipped the event, »

> Targeting top leaders may not end terror, Page 17

the airstrike had Kkilled .

Govt to face
more oppn
protests

Islamabad: Pak-
istan’s opposition Is-
lamic alliance said on
Sunday it would step
up protests against
the alleged US missile
strike that targeted Al
Qaida leaders but
killed 13 civilians.

The opposition has
already launched
demonstrations aga-
inst the January 13
attack, with thou-
sands burning effl-
gies of US President
George W Bush and
many vowing to fight
a jihad against the
US. Pakistan does not
allow US forces in
Afgh-anistan to pur-
sue militants across
the border, or to
launch strikes with-
out permission.

The US has refused
to discuss the attack
on Damadola, instead
saying it would con-
tinue pursuing terror-
ists no matter where
they were. A profest
was set for Sunday in
Inayat Qala town near
Damadola. On Mon-
day, amass march was
slated to move from
Pakistan’s capital, Is-
lamabad, to the radi-
cal hotbed of Pe-
shawar and then on to
Damadola, said Sha-
hid Shamsi, a spo-
kesman for the opposi-
tion Mutahida Majlis-
e-Amal alliance, ap
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Pak Tones Down Criticism
Of Attack That Left 18 Dead

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: Pakistan is
having to choke back its
outrage over a American
missile strike on its territo-
ry following confirmation
by its (Pakistan’s) intelli-
gence agencies that the at-
tack took out at least three
top Al Qaida personnel.

Initially, 18 villagers, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, were reported to
have been killed in the Jan-
uary 13 Predator strike by
US on a compound in the
Bajaur tribal region. The
incident led to a national
furore and condemnation
of US action by the Pak-
istani government.

Sections of the establish-
ment and the opposition
demanded that Islamabad
call off Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz’s upcoming
visit to Washington and
even sought a recall of
Pakistan’s ambassador to
the US.

But Pakistani intelli-
gence officials in the re-
gion now say that the
strike has killed two senior
Al Qaida operatives and
the son-in-law of its No.2,
Ayman al Zawahiri.

One of the men believed
by the Pakistani officials to
have been killed is an
Egyptian named Abu
Khabab al-Masri who is on
the United States’ most-
wanted list with a $5 mil-
lion reward for help in his
capture. Al-Masri, whose
real name is Midhat Mursi
al-Sayid Umar, was an ex-
pert in explosives and poi-
sons, according to the US
government web site re-
wardsforjustice.net.

Another Egyptian who
was the chief of insurgent
operations in the southern
Afghanistan province of
Kunar adjoining Bajaur,
known by the alias Abu

Student wing of the
Jamaat-i-Islami party
chant anti-US slogans

during a demonstration in

Peshawar on Thursday to

protest against the killing
of 18 tribesmen

Ubayda al-Misri, was also
believed killed, the US me-
dia reported, quoting un-
named Pakistani provin-
cial officials in the region.

Also killed was Abd al-
Rahman al-Maghrebi, the
Moroccan son-in-law of al-
Zawahiri, who was in
charge of Qaida propagan-
da in the region, and may
have been responsible for
distributing a number of
CDs showing the activities
of Taliban and Qaida fight-
ers. xWhile
provincial officials con-
firmed these deaths to US
agencies, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz,
who began his week-long
US visit in New York, be-
gan toning down criticism
of the US action after Is-
lamabad initially led a na-
tional outrage, spurring
thundering editorials in
the Pakistani media.

After “condemning” the
“regrettable” incident that
he said claimed innocent
lives, Aziz suggested there
was a “bit of a communica-
tion gap” between the CIA
and Pakistani intelligence
which needed to be
bridged.
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U.S. Raid Killed Qaeda Leaders, Pakistanis Say

By CARLOTTA GALL and DOUGLAS JEHL

PESHAWAR, Pakistan, Jan. 18 - Two senior members of Al Qaeda and the son-in-law of its No. 2
leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri, were among those killed in the American airstrikes in remote northeastern
Pakistan last week, two Pakistani officials said here on Wednesday.

The bodies of the men have not been recovered, but the two officials said the Pakistani authorities had
been able to establish through intelligence sources the names of three of those killed in the strikes, and
maybe a fourth. Both of the officials have provided reliable information in the past, but neither would be
identified because they were not authorized to speak to the news media.

American counterterrorism officials declined to say whether the four Qaeda members were in fact killed
in the raid, or whether the men were among those who were the targets of it. But one American official
said, "These are the kinds of people we would have expected to have been there."

If any or all were indeed killed, it would be a stinging blow to Al Qaeda's operations, said the American
officials, who were granted anonymity because they were not authorized by their agencies to speak for
attribution. They said all four men named by the Pakistani officials were among the top level of Al
Qaeda's inner circle of leadership.

The Pakistani officials agreed that the deaths would be a strong setback to Al Qaeda in Pakistan's tribal
areas, but acknowledged that hundreds of foreign militants might still be at large in the region.

The airstrikes, which killed 18 civilians, among them women and children, have caused anger across the
country, particularly in the autonomous tribal regions, and led the government to condemn the intrusion
by United States warplanes. Some officials and opposition politicians have accused the government of
‘aventing the presence of foreign militants in the area to mitigate the political fallout. But Pakistani
security officials have been consistent in their comments and appear increasingly confident of their
information. American officials, while more cautious, have repeated much of the same information.

At least one of the men believed by the Pakistani officials to have been killed, an Egyptian known here
as Abu Khabab al-Masri, is on the United States' most-wanted list with a $5 million reward for help in
his capture. His real name is Midhat Mursi al-Sayid Umar, 52, who according to the United States
government Web site rewardsforjustice.net, was an expert in explosives and poisons.

Abu Khabab, the Web site says, operated the Qaeda camp at Darrunta, near Jalalabad in eastern
Afghanistan, and trained hundreds of fighters. He was responsible for putting together a training manual
with recipes for crude chemical and biological weapons, the Web site says.

Among those Abu Khabab trained was Abu Zubaydah, Al Qaeda's No. 3 operative, who was captured in
2002 in the Pakistani town of Faisalabad, one of the Pakistani officials said.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/19/international/asia/1 9pakistan.html?pagewanted=print ~ 1/19/2006
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Another Egyptian, known by the alias Abu Ubayda al-Misri, was also believed killed, the Pakistani
officials said. He was the chief of insurgent operations in the southern Afghan province of Kunar, which
borders Bajaur in Pakistan, the area where the airstrikes occurred, according to one of the Pakistani
officials. As chief of operations, Abu Ubayda commanded attacks on American forces in his part of
southern Afghanistan, and trained the insurgent groups active in the area. He also served as a liaison for
senior Qaeda leaders, and provided logistics and security for the top Qaeda people in the region, the
official said.

After the fall of the Taliban, Abu Ubayda moved to the Pakistani town of Shakai, in South Waziristan,
but left the area when the Pakistani military mounted operations against the foreign militants there in
February 2004, the officials said.

The third man believed to have been killed was a Moroccan, Abd al-Rahman al-Maghrebi, who is the
son-in-law of Mr. Zawahiri, the officials said. Mr. Maghrebi was in charge of Qaeda propaganda in the
region, and may have been responsible for distributing a number of CD's showing the activities of
Taliban and Qaeda fighters in southern Afghanistan in recent months.

A fourth man, Mustafa Osman, another Egyptian and an associate of Mr. Zawabhiri's, may also have been
killed, one Pakistani security official said. But he was less certain of his fate. There may have been one
or two more foreign militants killed as well, he said.

One of the American officials said another senior Qaeda figure, identified as Khalid Habib, might have
been at the site of the attack. His name was circulating among Pakistani officials as someone who might
also have been killed, though again they were uncertain.

Mr. Habib is Al Qaeda's overall operational commander in Pakistan and Afghanistan, an important post,
and would be the most significant of those who might have been at the site of the attack, which occurred
in the village of Damadola, about 3:15 a.m. last Friday. After an initial investigation into the strike,
Pakistani provincial authorities said in a statement on Tuesday that 10 to 12 foreign militants were
believed to have been invited to a dinner in the village on the night of the Jan. 13 strike.

The target of the raid, American officials have said, was Al Qaeda's No. 2, Mr. Zawahiri, but they have
acknowledged that he was not killed in the attack and Pakistani officials say that Mr. Zawahiri failed to
show up for the dinner that night.

"he statement from Pakistani provincial authorities said that four to five bodies were taken from the
wreckage of the bombing quickly after the strikes, and secretly buried somewhere in the mountains.

One of the men who died with his family in the wreckage of his home, Bakhtpur Khan, was named by a
Qaeda operative, Faraj al-Libi, as a sympathizer, one of the Pakistani officials said. Mr. Libi, who was
captured in Pakistan last summer, told an interrogator that he had met Mr. Zawahiri in Mr. Khan's house
in Damadola previously, the official said. It is unlikely that Mr. Zawahiri was in the house at the time of
the bombing, because he would have been accompanied by a larger entourage, one of the Pakistani
officials said. Villagers, many of whom are sympathetic to Taliban and Qaeda elements, continue to
insist there were no foreign militants in the village at the time of the airstrikes.

Al Arabiya television reported that Mr. Zawahiri was alive, quoting a member of Al Qaeda, in the days
after the strike. A news agency in Afghanistan, Pajhwok Afghan News, has also reported that a Qaeda
member telephoned the agency to say that Mr. Zawahiri was safe.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/19/international/asia/19pakistan.html?pagewanted=print ~ 1/19/2006
4 JAN g



U.S. Raid Killed Qaeda Leaders, Pakistanis Say - New York Times Page 3 of 3

The news agency identified the caller as Ahmad Solaiman, a Moroccan who serves as a spokesman for
the group. In a dispatch Wednesday, the agency quoted him saying that "Mr. Zawahiri is alive. Reports
about his death are false." An American counterterrorism official said the claim was being viewed with
skepticism, because Al Qaeda usually chooses more mainstream outlets to issue public statements. A
Pakistani security official said soon after the strikes that he was confident that Mr. Zawahiri had
survived.

Mohammad Khan contributed reporting for this article.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/19/international/asia/1 9pakistan.html?pagewanted=print  1/19/2006
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Pakistani Cites 'Communications Gap' With U.S.

By WARREN HOGE

The prime minister of Pakistan said on Wednesday that the deaths of 18 civilians in American airstrikes
on a Pakistani village last week pointed up a need for stricter coordination between his country and the
United States, but that it would not set back their joint effort to fight terrorism.

"Our war against terror is based on principles, so if our objectives are similar, I think we can work
together,” Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said in an interview in Midtown Manhattan. "However the
modus operandi and the code of conduct need to be discussed, and while I'm in Washington, we will
certainly talk about it."

Mr. Aziz is to see President Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld and other officials in Washington next week. He has kept a
distinctly pro-American stance in his roles as prime minister and, previously, as finance minister, a post
he took in 1999 after stepping down from his position as a top official of Citicorp in New York.

"The incident over the weekend is regrettable and we have condemned it, and we cannot condone the
loss of innocent lives," he said. "At the same time, let me say that we are committed to fight terrorism in
all its forms and manifestations, and that terrorism knows no borders."

Mr. Aziz said the deaths had caused resentment in parts of Pakistan and had blunted widespread
expressions of gratitude to the United States for the extensive American effort to care for victims of the
earthquake in October that killed more than 73,000 people and left half a million people homeless.

He said that an investigation was proceeding to see if Pakistan had received prior notice of the strike and
to discover what evidence there was that Ayman al-Zawabhiri, Al Qaeda's second-in-command, the
pparent target of the attack, was in the area.

"This is one of those events which wasn't based on entirely correct intelligence, and it will take a while,"
he said. "These things are all being looked at, and we know that there are certain areas of the border with
Afghanistan where we ourselves are very concerned about the movement of people who are undesirable.
We also have some indication of some movement in that area, but our own intelligence couldn't verify it
and then this thing suddenly happened."

Speaking of the C.I.A. and counterpart Pakistani services, he said, "The liaison is there between the two
agencies but as the exact way of tackling the intelligence, [ believe there was a bit of a communications

gap'ﬂ

He said that Pakistan had moved 80,000 troops into border areas in the effort to chase down operatives
of Al Qaeda and block Taliban militants and foreign fighters from entering Afghanistan.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/18/international/asia/18cnd-aziz.html?pagewanted=print ~ 1/19/2006
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But he expressed little hope of the imminent capture or killing of Osama bin Laden or Mr. Zawahiri,
saying that they had the resources to move about the tribal areas and beyond without being detected.

"Frankly, nobody knows where they are," he said. "The simple answer is that nobody has a clue."

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | XM!_; l Help | Cont
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- Pakistan attack not a
mistake, say US officials

By Carlotta Gall &
Douglas Jehi

Peshawar: Even as thou-
sands of Pakistanis protest-
ed the US airstrike on a vil-
lage that killed 18 civilians,
American counter-terror-
ism officials said they were
not ready to rule out the
prospect that the No. 2 Al
Qaida man, Ayman Al Za-
wahri, might have been
killed in the Friday strike.

Officials in Pakistan, who
have examined bodies found
at the scene, have said they
were confident that Za-
wahri was not killed in the
attack. But the American of-
ficials have said they had
not seen solid indications of
his death or his survival. At
a minimum, the officials
said they believed that other
senior Qaida officials had
died in the attack.

The raid is believed to
have been carried out by the
CIA, using missiles fired by
a remotely piloted aircraft,
on the basis of information
gathered in an effort to
track Zawahri. An Ameri-
can counter-terrorism offi-
cial declined to discuss de-
tails of the attack, but-said:
“My understanding is that
it was based on pretty
darned good information. A
decision to do something
like this is not made light-
ly ”»

The CIA and the White
House have declined to com-
ment on the raid, the third
airstrike in recent weeks in-
side Pakistani territory by
American aircraft. The
American counter-terror-

Canadians to stay in Kabul
despite diplomat’s killing

Kandahar: Canada said on Monday it remained com-
mitted to rebuilding Afghanistan after a senior Canadi-
an diplomat and two Afghans were killed by a suspected
Taliban suicide bomber. Three Canadian soldiers were
also among 12 people wounded in the attack and re-
mained in a critical condition with life-threatening in-
juries early on Monday, the Canadian military said.

Foreign Affairs Political Director Glyn Berry “was
killed in a terrorist attack on a PRT (provincial recon-
struction team) convoy”, said Peter Harder, deputy min-
ister of Canada’s foreign affairs.

Berry was on his way to meet with a local Afghan
leader, who has not been named, when he was killed. Mil-
itary officials said Berry was a “significant and key
member” of Canada’s mission to help stabilise and re-
build the shattered country, but added they have “no in-
formation that Canadians were specifically targeted” in

the attack by the Taliban. a»

ism officials who agreed to
speak about it were granted
anonymity because they
had not been authorised to
speak publicly.

They offered a defence of
the attack, saying they did
not believe that innocent by-
standers in Pakistan had
been killed. One counter-
terrorism official said that
even if Zawahri was not
killed in the attacks, “Some
very senior Al Qaida types
might have been”. The offi-
cial declined to identify oth-
er Qaida members thought
to have been at the scene.

In the past, failed attacks
on senior Qaida officials
have been followed by tri-
umphant statements from
the group calling attention
to the failure, while news
about the death of Qaida

members tends to circulate
in channels monitored by
American intelligence. “If
Zawahri was indeed killed,
it would be very hard for
them to keep that under
wraps for a long period of
time,” one official said.

For more than a year, Za-
wahri has served as the
principal public face of Al
Qaida, during a period in
which Osama bin Laden has
not been seen or heard
from. The last audiotapes.
from bin Laden were made
public in December 2004; in
the first three years after
the 2001 attacks, he was seen
and heard from more often.

American intelligence
agencies believe Bin Laden
is still alive, but has adopted

a low profile to avoid giving
away clues. NvT News Service /
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US attack in Pak targets Zawahri

Pakistan Says The Qalda No.2 Wasn’t There When The Fighter Planes Struck

Damadola: A US airstrike
in Pakistan targeted Al Qai-
da’s second-in-command,
Ayman al-Zawahri, but it
was unclear if he had been
killed, US sources knowl-
edgeable about the strike
said. CNN quoted sources
saying the CIA ordered Fri-
day’s strike after receiving
intelligence Zawahri was in
a village near the border
with Afghanistan. ABC
News quoted Pakistani mili-
tary sources as saying five of
those killed were “high-lev-
el” Qaida figures. The attack
killed at least 18 people, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, locals say.

Sources in Washington
knowledgeable about the
strike, believed to have been
conducted by CIA-operated
unmanned drones armed
with missiles, said it would
not be known whether Za-
wahri was killed until the
remains of the dead were ex-
amined. Pakistanh was inves-
tigating the reports, infor-
mation minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said. “Our
investigation is still going

h ... I cannot confirm any-
thing,” he said.

A Pakistani intelligence
source said he had béen told—
by US officials the strike
was ordered based on infor-
mation Zawahri and Taliban
leader Mullah Mohammad
Omar had been invited to a
dinner to celebrate this
week’s Muslim Eid al-Adha
festival. But they had no
confirmation either had
been there at the time of the
attack about 3 am on Friday
and senior Taliban com-
mander Mullah Dadullah
told Reuters no Taliban com-

Pakistani tribesmen stand by their house which was damaged when the missile was fired in
an US air strike at their village Bajur near the Afghan border

mander had been there.
Another intelligence offi-
cial said four US aircraft
had fired four missiles that
destroyed three houses in
the attack on the village of
Damadola in the Bajaur
tribal agency opposite
Afghanistan’s 1nsurgent
troubled Kunar provmce 18
villagers wére kilied. ™ ~
Another oficial said the
remains of some bodies had
“quickly been removed”
from Damadola after the
strike and DNA tests were
being conducted, but would
not say by whom. The offi-
cial added that hours before
the strike some unidentified
guests had arrived at the
home of one tribesman
named Shah Zaman. Zaman,
whose home was destroyed
but survived the attack, de-

nied hosting any terrorists
and said no officials had tak-
en bodies away “I don't
know him (Zawahri). He
was not at my home. No for-
eigner was at my home
when the planes came and
dropped bombs," he said.
Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan,

the spokesman for President
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, a
key ally in the U.S.-led war
on terrorism, only said the
explosions in the village,
which lies about 200 kilome-
ters northwest of the capi-
tal, Islamabad, were under
investigation. agencies

aged by the fire. arp

Protesters burn US aid office

Khar: Tribesmen torched the office of a US-funded aid
group on Saturday amid protests against the deaths of 18
people in an alleged US airstrike, witnesses said. An es-
timated 5,000 people gathered at a stadium near Khar, the
main town in the Bajur tribal zone, near Damadola.
Some demonstrators then set fire to the offices of As-
sociated Development Construction, an NGO funded by
the US Agency for International Development, an official
at the aid group said. The mob had also stolen hundreds :
of bags of cement, and up to 20 tonnes of steel were dam- :
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UPA ministe
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to'visit Israel

Rajat Pandit { ™~

New Delhi: A trip to Israel has
been lined up for defence min-
ister Pranab Mukherijee, who
will become the topmost digni-
tary to pay a visit to the country
since the UPA government came
to power in May 2004.

WESTWARD HO!

@ Defence and security issues
will predictably top Pranab
Mukherjee’s agenda in Tel Aviv

@ India keen on upgraded
versions of the Barak
anti-missile system, Heron and
Searcher-II unmanned aerial
vehicles and Aerostat radars

# Mukherjee will review the
progress in the $1.1-billion deal
for three airborne Awacs with
the Israeli Phaicon early
warning radar systems

Though the exact dates are
still being finalised, Mukherjee
is likely to reach Tel Aviv in the
first week of July. Israel having

emerged as the second-largest
military supplier to India with
sales worth Rs 12,000 crore over
the last four years, defence and
security issues will predictably
top Mukherjee’s agenda.

But India is also likely to use
the opportunity to reiterate that
the long-festering Palestinian
problem can be resolved only
through peaceful negotiations,
with an independent state of
Palestine co-existing with Israel.

The Left has blamed the Cen-
tre of continuing strong ties that
the previous NDA regime forged
with Israel and keeping quiet
about the “systematic attempts”
to cripple the functioning of the
Hamas government.

India and Israel, during
Mukherjee’s visit, will chalk out
new areas for defence collabo-
ration, including R&D projects
in electronic warfare and mis-
sile systems, and long-endurance
and combat UAVs. Apart from
counter-terrorism and intelli-
gence-sharing, sources say up-
graded versions of the Barak
anti-missile defence system,
which India wants to acquire for
its warships, will also figure in
the talks. Pitching for more
Baraks, the navy had recently
demonstrated the system'’s ef-
fectiveness against incoming
aerial threats or sea-skimming
missiles to PM on board aircraft
carrier INS Viraat.




