LTTE claims
sovereignty

Colombo, May 12

1
P K Balachandran X{' .

\
The LTTE has claimed sover-
eignty over the land, sea and
air in those parts of the Sri
Lankan north and east that it
controls.

"Nobody has the right to
pass judgement on the sover-
eign rights of our access to
the adjacent sea and airspace
of our homelands," the head
of the LTTE's political wing,
S P Tamilselvan, told Major
General Ulf Henricsson, the
head of the Scandinavian-
staffed Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission, when the latter met
him in Kilinochchi on Friday.

Henriccson had rushed to
Kilinochchi after two sea bat-
tles and an air strike on
Thursday left 67 Sri Lankan
navy men and LTTE cadres
dead. A Lankan troop ship
with 710 men on board had
narrowly escaped being
sunk by the LTTE off the
Point Pedro coast.

The LTTE had challenged
the Sri Lankan government's
sovereign rights over the sea,

and attacked Lankan naval
craft even though these had
international truce monitors
on board. The truce monitors
had supported the govern-
ment's stand on its sovereign
rights, saying it accorded
with international law.
Tamilselvan said the
LTTE did not enter the peace
process to be described as a
"non-state actor" and the gov-
ernment as the "state actor”.
"The Ceasefire Agreement
and peace process is between
two parties. It is not based on
LTTE as a non-state actor
and GOSL (government of
Sri Lanka) as a state actor.”
The LTTE also asked the
truce monitors not to board
Sri Lankan naval vessels,
warning that they would be
doing so at their own peril.
“We urge you for the last
time not to be on board Sri
Lankan Naval vessels until
further notice from us. If you
chose to ignore our warning,
we are not responsible for
the consequences,” Tamilsel-
van wrote to Henricsson on
Thursday.



We did not own up to killing: LTTE

regretted incident, spokesman tells The Hindu‘"o" /))8\/(,

COLOMBO: THe Liberatioh Tigeis
of Tamil Eelam on Wednesday
,denjed that it had owned re-
* sponsibility for the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination.
Daya Master, LTTE spokes-
; man contested the interpreta-
tion of Anton Balasingham’s .
NDTV interview by Sri Lankan
defence spokesman Keheliya
Rambukwella. Mr. Rambukwella
told a news conference here ear-
lier in the day here that the
1 ‘apology’ tendered by the LTTE
. for the murder of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi wasAfi-
teresting as the Tigers til

Anton ,Balasinghaw
IB Muralidhar Reddy%; day had consistently denied

their involvement in the assassi-
fiation. “The LTTE has not own-""
ed responsibility for the killing,
Mr. Balasingham has only re-
gretted the incident”, Daya Mas-

‘ter of the Tigers Secretariat told

The Hindu over phone from
Kilinochi. ,
[Anton Balasingham, LTTE’s
chief negotiator and ideologue,
told NDTV on Tuesday: “As far
as that event [Rajiv assassina-
tion] is concerned, I would say it
is a great tragedy, a monumental
historical tragedy for which we
eeply regret and we call upon
the Government of India and the
people of India to be magnani-

mous to put the past behind and
to approach the ethnic question
in'a differeiitPefspective.”]

On the request of the LTTE
for greater Indian involvement
in the island’s conflict, Mr. Ram-
bukwella said India was involved
as an observer at the first round
of the Geneva talks and there
have been ‘strong requests’ from
Colombo to New Delhi for a
more active role. He said the
Government of Sri Lanka want-
ed to widen the scope of interna-
tional monitors and observers.

Asked if the LTTE was send-
ing any signal o India through
the interview, he said: “We are
taking the signals seriously but

e

the contents and assurances are
dubious.” He said when the sub-
ject of Rajiv assassination fig-
ured before the 2002 ceasefire
agreement, the LTTE was visibly
annoyed and walked out of the
negotiationroom. = . .
A political observer was of the
view that Mr. Balasingham’s in-
terview is a reflection of the des-
peration of the Tigers,
particularly after the European
Union (EU) ban and its grewing
international isolation.




Deputy Chief of Sri Lankan
Army assassinated

Suicide bomber rams motorbike into General’s vehicle

B. Muralidhar Reddy

COLOMBO: A suspected member of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) assassinated the
Deputy Chief of the Sri Lankan
Army, Parami Kulatunga, along
with three others and injured
several persons on Monday
morning.

The attack took place at 7.45
a.m. in Pannipitiya, 17 km from
Colombo, as the General was
headed for the Army Headquar-
ters in his official vehicle. Ac-
cording to the police, the
attacker, riding a motorbike,
rammed into the car of Maj. Gen.
Kulatunga and an escorting ar-
my pickup truck.

It was instant death for the

General and his driver and a cor-
pural with him_A civilian pasccer

» Rajapakse blames LTTE
for the attack

o Incident a further biow
to the peace process

by was also killed and a local bus
in the vicinity was hit. Footage
aired by local television chan-
nels showed the severed head of
the suspected assassin close to
the site of the suicide bombing.
President Mahinda Rajapakse
denounced the killings as fur-
ther example of the LTTE’s con-
certed efforts to derail the peace
process through acts of terror,
and its disregard for the interna-
tional community’s repeated
calls to cease all violence and
acte—of terrorism. In 2 s';ee-i%l

message, Mr. Rajapakse said,
“This unabated violence by the
LTTE should attract the oppro-
brium of the entire civilised
world.

“It is a reminder to the in-
ternational community, and to
the Tamil people, that the LTTE
remains an organisation dedi-
cated to pursue violent means,
especially the use of terror to
achieve its objectives, which are
far removed from the actual
needs of the Tamil people.”

He said the act of violence tar-
geting a high ranking officer of
the army, and the callous dis-
regard for the safety of civilians
in such attacks will not intimi-
date either civilians or the secu-
rity forces, nor deter them from
overcoming the LTTE and its

terror. There was no word from

o I
w0 V!

the LTTE to the Government
charges.

TamilNet said Sri Lanka has
accused the LTTE of the suicide
attack, “which comes in the
wake of SLA [Sri Lankan Army]
Deep Penetration Unit attacks,
targeting senior LTTE com-
manders in Vanni.”

It further said, “press reports
today quoted political observers
as saying that in the tit-for-tat
killings going on in the ‘shadow
war’ which has escalated steadily
for the past two years, the assas-
sination of Maj. Gen. Kulatunga
followed the killing of two top
ranking LTTE military com-
manders, ‘Lt. Col” Ramanan of
Batticaloa and ‘Lt. Col.’ Mahindi
of Mannar, for which Tigers
have blamed the Sri Lanka Ar-
my.”
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AKSE OPTS FOR WAR

In the prevailing circumstances, India has a special responsibility in preventing
this mindless blood-letting in Sti Lanka

ONTRARY to the per-

ception, particularly

in the Western and

[ndian media, that he

is a model of restraint

in the face of L11H provocations,
Mahinda Rajapakse, Sri lankan
President, is a firm believer in
the Sinhala Buddhist suprema
cist ideology which stands in the
way of resolving the ethnic crisis
that has plunged the country
into undeclared war. Unlike his
prececessors who were keenon a
negotiated peaceful settlement,
~ Rajapakse has not been able to
i -come forward with a single pro-
. posal to end the ethnic crisis. He
is totally dependent on the arm

ed forces to solve the Tamil -

problem that has plagued the
country right from the time of its
independence from British colo
nial rule. Cast in the mould of
the Janatha Vimukthi Perumana
and the Jathika Hela Urumaya
with whose support he became
the President, and the right-wing
Patriotic National Movement,
Rajapakse had not been exposed
to liberal democratic traditions.
He firmly believes the Sinhala

- - Buddhists are the sole rightful

N

1

heirs to the island nation and the
Tamils, who are as much a part
of the country as the Sinhalese
arg; can go to India if they do not
fke their status as second class
citizens in the Dhammadeepa. A
strong undivided Sri Lanka
under a unitary constitution was

__hecessary to maintain this privi-

leged position of the Sinhala
people in which the minoritics
may coexist without any special
rights or power. -

Like most Sinhala hardlincrs,
Rajapakse does not belicve that
the LTTE will ever agree to any-
thing other than a separale Tamil
Eelam comprising the Northern
and Fastern Provinces, the his-
toric homeland ot the Sri Lankan
Tamils. Even if the T1TE agrees to
a united Sri Lanka under a fedet-
al system, as it did in the Oslo
round of talks under the Ranil
Wickremasinghe government a
couple of years ago, Rajapakse is
not prepared to accept it as he
had made it clear in this
chinthana. He is very much a
part of the Mahajanaya and con-
siders himself as the divine ins-
trument to achieve it. Though he
was a senior leader of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party of the for-
mer President Chandrika Kuma-
ratunga, Rajapakse never associ-
ated himself with any major
effort she had taken to solve the
Tamil problem. When the De-
volution Bill under a federal con-
stitution was introduced in
Parliament in 2000, he joined
the Buddhist demonstrators

_The author, a veferan journalist
who  retired * from  The
Statesman, is based in Chennai

opposing it. Paying lip service to
words hike peace, peace process,
minority rights and negotiated
settlement, Rajapakse has been
single-mindedly planning to
annihilate the LTTE to achieve
his goal.

A report of the Sri Lankan
Meniforing  Mission  (SLMM)
made up of the five Nordic
countries including Sweden, Fin-
land and Denmark, members of
the Europecan Union, which
oversees the 2002 ceasefire

agreement between the Sri Lanka
government and the LTTE, signed

by its head, Major-General Ulf
Henricsson, dated 4 [une but
suppressed by Colombo, exposes
the involvement of the Sri
Lankan armed forces in the esca-
lating violence and murders in
the North-East for which Colom-
bo has been blaming the LTTE. A
cautious diplomatic document,
the SLMM report, while citing
breaches of the ceasefire agree-
ment by both sides, highlights
the provocative actions of the
military directly or by the para-
milifaries under its control. On
the targeted assassination of P
Vigneswaran, a pro-LTTE,politi-
cian on 7 April, the SL re-
port says: “The cold blooded kil-
ling of this prominent member
of the Tamil society close to
police and defence installations
raises serious doubts about the
Sri Lankan government’s capa-
bility to’ maintain law and
order.”

Needless to say the police so far
has not arrested anyone in con-
nection with this murder, or for
that matter any other attack on
LTTE supporters since November
last when Rajapakse became Pre-
sident. The SLMM has refuted
the government’s claim that the
Karuna group (an LTTE break-
away faction oppesed to the
leadership of Velupillai Pirapa-

“haran) has not been operating

from  government-controlled
areas in the North-East. Its
report says: “There are a number
of indications that the govern-
ment is actively supporting the

Karuna group. Known Karuna
supporters have been seen mov-
ing to and from army camps and
it is evident that the security
forces and police in some areas
are not taking action to prevent
armed elements from operating.”
After an SLMM press release
dated 29 April regarding the
armed forces’ involvement in
extra-judicial killings, it has on
several occasions been denied
access through government-
controlled checkpoints. “Security

forces on the ground claim-that
“they act upon orders from Col-

He firmly believes the
Sinhala Buddhists are the
sole rightful heirs to the
island nation and the
Tamils, who are as much
a part of the country as
the Sinhalese are, can go
to India if they do not

 like their status as second

class citizens in the

' Dhammadeepa

.
ombo,” the report added.

The SLMM report also indicts
the LTTE for the attack on mili-
tary personnel and accuses it of
intensifying child. recruitment
and child abduction to bolster its
forces in breach of its undertak-
ing in Geneva. But it makes it
clear that the main responsibility
for the escalating violence rests
with the Sri Lankan government
and military which have collabo-
rated with Tamil paramilitary
groups in goading the LTTE into
retaliatory action. That the LTTE
revels in violence and acts of ter-
rorism as, political strategy is

‘well known.

The Karuna faction of the
LTTE, now an ally of the govern-
ment forces, has cadres trained
in suicide bombing and similar
terrorist acts which bear the
stamp of the LTTE. It is therefore
difficult to pinpoint which of the
recent terrorist acts was the
handiwork of the LTTE and the
Karuna group. v

The 23 April attack on the
Army. Commander is one such
case. Anyone familiar with the
heavily guarded and mqst secur-
ed army headquarters in Colom-
bo would know that even a fly
canndt enter its fortified precin-
cts without being noticed by
those guarding its wrought-iron
gates. The sentries are all Sinha-
lese. Assuming the suicide bomb-
et, dressed as a pregnant woman
with explosives strapped to her
tummy, was an LTTE cadre, she
could not have entered the gates

g;w

Y6

without the conni e of the
armed forces standing guard and
loitered inside waiting for the
Army Commander to drive past.

While Lieut.-Gen. Sarath Fon-
seca escaped with injuries, five of
his heavily armed bodyguards
and threc others were killed.
Within minutes of the incident
in Colombo, there was a coordi-
nated attack by the army, air-
tforce and navy on Tamil villages
in Trincomalee. The civilian peo-
ple were unable to run tor safety
as shells came from the sea and
land and bombs were dropped
from the air. The Santhosam
Children’s Home, which cared
for more than 40 children or-
phaned by the 2005 tsunami,
suffered a direct hit by a bomb

* dropped by an air force jet, sup-

plied by Israel. Apart from esca-
lating ethnic strife, this single
incident hastened the Furopean
Union to proscribe the LTTE.

After the 15 June Claymore ex-
plosion in Anuradhapura which
claimed 64 civilian lives, the Sri
Lankan drmy, navy and air force
launched a similar coordinated
attack on civilan targets in the
North-East. This time naval
troops entered Sri Lanka’s big-
gest Catholic Church in Pesalai
in Mannar district where tright-
ened Tamils trying to flee to
Tamil Nadu had taken shelter
and killed six civilians. Though
the Sri Lankan government has
denied the attack in the Church
by the navy, the Rt Rev. Dr Raya-
ppu Joseph, Bishop of Mannar,
quoting cye-witness accounts,
complained to the  Vatican
through the Apostolic Nuncio in
Colombo about the desecration
of the church of OQur Lady of
Victory at Pesalai. Three of those
killed in the church were Catho-
lics, two Hindus and onc Mus-
lim. Amidst the growing chasm
between the Sinhalese and Ta-
mils, Parliament on 20 june-tried
to observe two minutes' silence
for the Sinhalese civilians killed
but not for the Tamil civilians
killed.

Considering that more than
800 civilians, majority of them
Tamils, have been killed in the
growing violence of the last few
months, it is not an exaggeration
to conclude that Sri lanka is
already at war. Both the govern-
ment and the LTTE are doing this
for their own objectives. Com-
plete polarisation on ethnic lines
is what both sides want.

In the prevailing circumstan-
ces, India has a special responsi-
bility in preventing this mindless
blood-letting in Sri Lanka. Unless
New Dethi changes its hands-off
policy, Tamil Nadu will be flood-
ed with thousands of refugees
from across the Palk Strait wait-
ing in Pesalai to cross the narrow
strip of sea that separatces the two
countries.



Sti Lanka'rebels

recommit to truce

SIMON GARDNER Q&,}h . The Tigers did not commemn\ on
COLOMBOJUNE20 AN X their previous demand that memt
of the monitoring mission from Euro- -

RI Lanka’s Tamil Tigers on
Tuesday recommitted to the
island’s 2002 ceasefire and
said they had told mediator
Norway that they will ensure the
safety of Nordic truce monitors.

But while both the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and
the government have now told Nor-
way that they will honour the truce,
many fear it is just a matter of time be-
fore rash of attacks and clashes
reignite a two-decade civil war.

“We have committed to the cease-
fire agreement and Norway’s facilita-
tion role and giving diplomatic immu-
nity and protection to the SLMM
monitors who are working in the
northeast,”said S Puleedevan, head of
the Tigers’ peace secretariat, referring
to the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission.

“When it comes to the protection
of the SLMM, on the part of the
LTTE, we can give a 100 percent secu-
rity guarantee,” he added.

The Tigerssaid they had sent aletter
to Norway to respond to a set of ques-
tions asked after the rebels walked out
of crunch talks in Oslo earlier this
month without meeting the Sri
Lankan government delegation.

That in turn came after the Tigers
warned the monitors to stay away
from navy boats after a cjose shave in
May when the rebels
boat with a monito

pean Union nations leave after the
EU banned them as terrorists. “We
don’t want to comment on that since
we have just sent the letter to the Nor-
wegians,” Puleedevan said.

“The problem is paramilitary
groups are colluding with the armed
forces. So if the paramilitary groups
start targeting the SLMM, then their
lives might be in danger,” he added.
“These groups are a big threat to the
ceasefire and the peace process.”

Tuesday’s announcement comes
just aday after the Tigers warned they
would resort to any strategy—includ-
ing suicide bombers—if a conflict that
has killed more than 65,000 people
resumes all-out, and that the effects
would be felt throughout the island.
More than 700 people — around half
of them civilians— have been killed in
a string of ambushes and attacks this
year, and the government and rebels
are poles apart over the Tigers’ de-
mand for a separate homeland for
ethnic Tamils in the north and east.

“It is the most positive thing we
could expect at this time, even though
itis still at the level of words and it has
to be seen whether it will be commit-
ted to action,” said Jehan Perera of
non-partisan peace advocacy group
the National Peace Council. ;At least
they have not rejected thg' Norwe-
gian-facilitated peace prgcess,” he
added. “Both sides seem tgf not want it
tospiralout of control.”/ —Reuters

?




Sri Lankan forces repulse

LTTE attack on islet

Conflicting casualty claims by troops, Tigers; situation ‘under control’ Vi

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Heavy fighting broke
out between security forces and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka’s
north-western Talaimannar is-
let on Saturday morning. The
situation in the islet, which is 18
nautical miles from India, is now
“under control by the security
forces,” the Army said.
According to official figures,
30 Sea Tigers, six sailors and six
civilians were killed in the Talai-
mannar offensive, taking the toll
to over 40. Eight sailors are mis-

sing in action. One civilian —
who was among those who had
sought refuge in a church in the
aftermath of the sudden flare-up
- was killed and several others
injured. The Army and the Ti-
gers blamed each other for the
death of the civilian. The Gov-
ernment said “investigations are
on.”

The security forces and the
Tigers blamed each other for the
Talaimannar offensive. While
the Army said “30 Sea Tigers and
six sailors were killed,” the
LTTE said “12 sailors were killed
and only two Sea Tigers were

slightly injured.”

The Army said a police post in
a fishing village, Pesalai, and the
nearby Talaimannar Navy de-
tachment “came under LTTE at-
tack from land and sea around
6.55 a.m.” In a release, it said the
LTTE used 12 boats in the offen-
sive, eight of which were de-
stroyed by the Navy and three
others damaged in a combined
counter-attack, supported by ar-
tillery fire and MI-24 helicopter
gun-ships.

Defence sources said if the

LTTE attack had not been re-

\'\9

N

pulsed, the Governmesit coul
have lost control over a part ¢
Talaimannar to the Tigers.

Hours after the attack Colom:
bo reiterated its position that
while political issues would be
addressed politically, there
would be “no compromise” on
national security.

In another incident, five
LTTE Sea Tigers were nabbed in
the outskirts of Colombo follow-
ing a tip-off by civilians. Police
said they were planning to attack
naval patrol craft using “mag-
netic sea mines.”
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~ Lanka alr 1orce
. G Vb,
continues strikes

on
MATTHEW RO@I:}FBKG

COLOMBO, JUNH 16 7 T '

SRI Lankan fighter jets and
artillery pounded Tamil Tiger
rebels in the country’s north
and east for the second day on
Friday, peace monitors said,
even as President Mahinda
Rajapakse vowed to press on
with peace efforts following a
bus bombing that killed 64
people yesterday.

The government said the
Tigers were behind Thurs-
day’s attack—the worst single
act of violence since a 2002
cease-fire—and the rebels
countered by insisting the air
and artillery strikes near a key
rebel stronghold showed the
military was on awar footing.

With each side blaming each
other for the rising tensions,
some 10,000 mourners prayed

at a funeral for 61 of thebus~

bombing’s victims, 15 children
among them. Buddhist monks
and Roman Catholic priests
led the funeral. The dead had
red paper flowers placed in

Tamil rebels

Thrgughou' the day, air
force jets dropped bombs and:
the army lobbed artillery shells
into the area around the
northern town of Kilinochchi,
said Thorfinnur Omarsson,’
the spokesman for the Nordic
mission monitoring the oft-vi-
olated 2002 truce. '

Omarsson said that om”
Thursday and early on Friday
Sri Lankan soldiers and sailors
had also shelled Tiger bases
near the eastern ports of Bat-
ticaloa and Trincomalee. Ear-
lier reports indicated the gov=
ernment attacks were limited
to rebel-held areas in the
north. “We don’t know if this
isjust alimited response or if it
might be a move to inflict reat
damage,” Omarsson said.

Tiger leader Seevaratnam
Puleedevan said at least
eight bombs had been
dropped near Kilinochchi on
Friday, although he could
not provide casualty figures.
“[ think the Sri Lankan gova
ernment, by launching the
air raids, is showing that they

their open palms astheywere  are ready for war,” he said.
buried before dusk. —Associated Press
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Why talk to the ,,
@k LTTE? %"

n four years, the peace process in Sri Lanka has weath
ered several body blows aimed at it by the Liberatio1
Tigers of Tamil Eelam — as it went about extracting
maximum advantage from four years of no-war. In the
changed situation following the European Union ban, the
LTTE no longer has use for a process that will not yield any
more concessions unless it delivers on its own commitments
to the peace process. This is the reason for the ‘Oslo commu-
niqué,” the statement the Tigers issued on June 9. Stacked
with references to itself as a “de facto state” and justifica-
tions for the reaffirmation of its “policy of finding a solution
to the Tamil national question based on the realisation of its
right to self-determination,” the communiqué is a litany of
allegations against the Sri Lankan state and complaints
against the international community for siding with it. The
statement — a kind of ultimatum to Sri Lanka and the
countries involved in the peace process — signals the virtual
end of the peace process. The LTTE has been working up to
this from 2002. The surprise item during this period was the
official Oslo announcement of December 5, 2002 in which
the terrorist organisation committed itself to exploring a
“political solution” to the conflict along federal lines “within
a united Sri Lanka.” But it reverted to type by repudiating
this commitment within two years of making it. At no point
after that did the LTTE provide any justification for the hope
that it had given up the demand for a settlement based on
self-determination, a code word for secession.

Norway tried to keep up such hopes but this indefatigable
mediator is also despairing. It is understandably furious that
the Tigers went to Oslo fully aware who would represent the
Sri Lankan Government, but waited until the last minute to
declare that they would not negotiate with a “third-level”
delegation. They also knew that the negotiations, which
were to focus on the role and safety of the international
ceasefire monitors, would include representatives of some
European Union member states who are in the truce com-
mittee. Perhaps the LTTE believed it would get more mile-
age out of such drama. In the process, it has only earned
further contempt. Norway has asked for written commit-
ments to the peace process from both sides. But it probably
knows by now the risks of dealing with an organisation that
believes in accountability to no one. Nothing will change
unless the LTTE changes its stripes — an impossibility. If the
terrorists think they can have their way by forcing a war on
the Sri Lankan state, they should know they cannot win. For
the Sri Lankan Government, which enjoys unprecedented
international goodwill, the only option is to work towards
marginalising the LTTE. For this, it must focus on resolving
the contradictions in the Sinhala polity and make tangible
progress on the planned constitutional reforms to address
the genuine grievances of the Sri Lankan Tamils and other

minorities. /
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FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2006

About time, . ;y":/
A\ a ban on LTTE 4°

n the 30 years of its existence, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam brazenly used Europe as an extended
backyard for its war against the Sri Lankan state. It

B grew roots within the large Sri Lankan Tamil commu-
nities that had settled in those countries after fleeing the
conflict back home, and it exploited them to build itself
financially and politically. Europe, with its liberal attitude
towards militant ‘freedom’ struggles in other parts of the
world, was permissive and the LTTE flourished. The post-9/
11 atmosphere accounts in part for the change in western
attitudes. Even so, the European Union was willing to give
the LTTE slack. But such has been the murderous group’s
record in the past five years that it was only a matter of time
before Europe had to start taking stock of what the Tigers
were doing back in Sri Lanka, and on its soil, and connecting
the two. On May 29, the Council of the European Union
decided to place the LTTE on the EUlist for “the application
of specific measures to combat terrorism.” These include the
freezing of “funds and other financial assets or economic
resources” of the LTTE and specified persons associated
with it; a ban on the provision of funds, financial assets, and
economic resources, and of financial or other related ser-
vices that directly or indirectly “benefit” the LTTE or spec-
ified persons associated with it; and “police and judicial
cooperation” between EU member states to implement
these anti-terrorist measures. This is a resounding victory
for the Sri Lankan democratic process, for the international
d}plomacy initiated by Lakshman Kadirgamar, the far-sight-

Foreign Minister assassinated by the Tigers.

In response, the LTTE has warned that it may take a
“hard-line individualist path.” But when did this Pol Potist
organisation not tread that path? From the start of the
February 2002 ceasefire, its game plan was to consolidate as
much as possible during this period of no war - towards the
goal of Eelam. In his “heroes’ day” speech last year, Velupil-
laji Prabakaran made as much clear. No hope therefore
should be attached to the Tigers’ agreement to go to Norway
on June 8 to discuss the ceasefire. India, out of bitter and
indeed calamitous experience, knows that the LTTE is not a
viable partner in the effort to find a negotiated federal
solution to the conflict within a united Sri Lanka. It is clear
that the world is now convinced that an important element
in the resolution of this problem is to show the LTTE where
it stands and marginalise it — because it will not come into
the democratic process. The other equally vital element is
for the Sri Lankan state to demonstrate the political will and
initiative to resolve the longstanding Tamil question. Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapakse must now show through bold lea
ership that he has a vision for a plural, multi-ethnic, and jast
Sri Lanka that treats its Tamil citizens and those of dther
minority groups on a par with the Sinhalese.
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European Uni

Lankan govt rules out ut any mllltary crac

AGENCIES

a
Colombo, May 30

gU

EUROPEAN UNION (EU) ministers on Monday evening put
down the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the EU’s
list of “terrorist organisations”, while the Tamil diaspora was
holding worldwide protests, including in several European
capitals, against the ban. The decision — widely expected to
have an adverse affect on the already tenuous peace process —
has been officially approved, agency reports from Brussels
said. The EU had, in October last year, imposed a travel ban on
the Tamil Tigers.

The Tamil Tiger rebels on Tuesday warned that a European
Union ban would shake the island’s tottering peace process,
but said they remained committed to a truce. The government
ruled out any military crackdown againstithe LTTE following
the ban and asked the rebels to ‘think afresh’ on resuming ne-
gotiations.

The European Union putting the rebel outfit down on its list
of terrorist groups would not lead to any military adventure
by the security forces, a report quot-
ing official sources here said.

12 Lankan “The government is of the firm

. conviction that a solution to the is-
workers kl"ed sues at hand have to be sought only
SUSPECTED TAMIL through political means and not

rebels lined up and shot
dead 12 construction
workers in an execu-
tion-style massacre in
Sri Lanka’s restive east-
ern province, the mili-

through military ones”, a statement
from Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapakse’s office said.

“It, therefore, rejects any sugges-
tions that these measures by the in-
ternational community would — or

tary said on Tuesday. should — encourage any military op-
A total of 14 con- tions by anyone.
struction workers from “The government hopes that this

the majority Sinhalese
community had been
taken away by suspect-
ed Tamil Tiger rebels
on Monday, military
spokesman Prasad
Samarasinghe said.
“The 12 bodies were
found this afternoon,”
he said, adding that
the victims had been

clear and firm message would pro-
vide a fresh impetus and encourage-
ment to the LTTE to think afresh and
resume talks with the assistance of
the Norwegian facilitators”, the
statement said. For their part the
Tigers sald before the ban was
slapped that it would jeopardise the
Norwegian-backed peace initiative.
The Tigers had, earlier, said pro-
scription would deter them from re-

shot through their turning to talks aimed at permanent-
heads. 1y halting a two-decade-old civil war
AFP, Colomho and would “exacerbate the condi-

tions of war”. But they now want the
EU to sanction the government,
which they accuse of helping a band of former comrades to at-
tack them. “This ban is not going to help promote the peace
process”, S. Puleedevan, head of the Tigers’ peace secretariat,
said from the northern rebel stronghold of Kilinochchi.

“This is really going to disturb the parity of status of the
parties, which is very fundamental for the peace process”, he
addi ¢, “This is really going to shake the fundamentals”.

ebanisa dlplomatlc slap in the face for the rebels, who
have sought to project an itnage abroad as viable leaders of a
de facto state they want recognised as a separate homeland for
ethnic Tamils in the island’s north and east.

The US, Britain, Canada and India have already outlawed
the Tigers. Analysts say an EU freeze on assets would hurt the
war chest of the Tigers, who have used past trips to Europe
during peace talks to raise funds from expatriate Tamils. “We
hope this ban will persuade the Tigers to come and talk to the
government,” said presidential aide Ajith Nivard Cabraal.

;
HE HDUST AN TIMFs

A young Tamil boy holds a sign that reads, ‘The Tamil’s sole representative is the
LTTE, at a rally in Copenhagen, Denmark, on Monday. Some 500 ethnic Tamils

raliied there, calling for a separate state in the north and east of Sri Lanka.

ion bans LTTE

>
kdown against them

What you didn’t
know about LTTE

Below are some facts
about the Tamil Tigers:

# The Tamil Tigers guerril-
las were founded in the early
'70s by a group of Tamils
headed by rebel leader
Velupillai Prabhakaran.

# Following a 2002 truce, the

LTTE runs a de-facto state in "
chunks of Sri Lanka’s north

and east. They have their

own flag, police, banks,

courts and defence units

including a naval wing, the

Sea Tigers.

# Rebel cadres wear charac-
teristic Tiger-striped camou-
flage and carry cyanide cap-
sules around their necks to
commit suicide to avoid
divulging vital information
if caught. Defence experts
estimate there are 18,000-
20,000 fighters and around a
third of which are women.

# USA, Britain, India and
Canada have already banned
the LTTE.

# The Tigers, who pioneered
the use of 'suicide bombing,
have been hlamed for several
killings, ikcluding assassina-
tions of former Indian Prime
MinistepgRajiv Gandhi, Sri
Lankaf President Rana-
. singhe P¥emadasa, Foreign
Minister Lakshman Kadir-
gamar and many others.

%

m Intelhgence officials say

the Tigers are funded mainly

AP by drugs and weapons smug-

gling in the region, dona-

tions from expatriate Tamils.
Reuters

Stop violence or lose aid: Donors

Tokyo, May 30

SRI LANKAS key foreign aid
donors warned the government
and Tamil Tiger rebels on Tuesday
that they must take steps to end
growing unrest or risk losing in-
ternational support.

Donors led by Japan pledged 4.5
billion dollars in 2003 as an incen-
tive for the island to end three
decades of ethnic conflict, but a
ceasefire is increasingly under

threat from mounting violence.

Japan, the European Union,
Norway and the US called on both
sides “to take immediate steps to
reverse the deteriorating situation
and put the country back on the
_ road to peace.”

“The international community
will support such steps; failure to
take such steps will diminish in-
ternational support,” said a joint
statement after talks in Tokyo.

Yasushi Akashi, Japan’s peace

envoy {o Sri Lanka, said the donors
wanted to employ a “carrot and
stick” approach to jumpstart the
peace process. “Our message is
clear,” Akashi said. “If they do a
good thing, the international com-
munity will respond to it favorably
and they can benefit. If they disturb
the peace, we will respond severely”
Four previous attempts to broker
a peace between the government
and the LTTE have collapsed in Sri
Lanka. AFP
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Global pressﬂre mounts on LTTEs

Warned of ‘deep
V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: International pressure
mounted on the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on
Tuesday with a twin indictment
on the rebels and a stern warn-
ing of “deeper isolation” if it did
not “renounce terrorism and vi-
olence.”

According to media reports,
the European Union on Monday
decided to list the LTTE as a
terrorist group. The Sri Lankan
Government saw the E.U. move
as “the latest in a series of deter-
rent measures by the interna-
tional community.”

In addition, the quartet of in-
ternational donors backing the
Sri Lankan peace process - the
U.S,, E.U,, Japan and Norway -
on Tuesday warned the LTTE
that it would face “deeper isola-
tion” if it failed to change itself.
The co-chairs also wanted the
Government to “protect the

Ay 2096

"if it did not renounce terrorism’
. LTTE urged to ‘reverse deteriorating situation’

* 13 Sinhalese civillans Killed, Army blames LTTE

rights and security of Tamils”
and make the required political
changes “to bring about a new
system of governance.”

“The LTTE must re-enter the
negotiating process. It must re-
nounce terrorism and violence.
It must show that it is willing to
make the political compromises
needed for a political solution
within a united Sri Lanka. This
solution should include demo-
cratic rights of all peoples of Sri
Lanka. The international com-
munity will respond favourably
to such actions; failure to do so
will lead to further isolation of
the LTTE,” the co-chairs said in
a statement after a meeting in
Tokyo on Tuesday.

They also wanted the Govern-
ment and the LTTE to “take im-

mediate steps to reverse the
deteriorating situation and put
the country back on the road to
peace.”

Colombo “must show that it
will address the legitimate griev-
ances of the Tamils” and must
immediately prevent violence
and acts of terrorism in its terri-
tory.

Describing their Tokyo meet-
ing as one that was held “at a
time when Sri Lanka is on the
brink of war,” the co-chairs said,
“While the situation gives cause
for grave concern, the ingre-
dients for a peaceful settlement
remain present.”

The co-chairs wanted the Sri
Lankan Government to “protect
the rights and security of Tamils
throughout the country and en-

sure that violators are prosecut-
ed.” They wanted Colombo to
“show that it is ready to make
dramatic political changes to
bring about a new system of gov-
ernance which will enhance the
rights of all Sri Lankans, includ-
ing Muslims.”

Inits reaction to the E.U. deci-
sion, Colombo hoped that thede-
cision was a “clear and firm
message” that would “provide a
fresh impetus and encourage-
ment to the LTTE to think
afresh and resume talks with the
assistance of Norwegian facilita-
tors.”

The Government held the ;

“fervent hope” that the LTTE
“will take cognisance of the
clearly expressed view of the in-
ternational community, desist
from further acts of violence and
engage constructively in the
peace process. Colombo said it
would “reciprocate” such a con-
structive spirit “in full measure.”




S Choices before
4" the LTTE w

\
S

t is entifely in keeping with the chara‘;};&}the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam that, faced with the
real prospect of a ban by the European Union, it has
threatened to take “a hard-line individualist path.”
For much of the period since the ceasefire agreement was
sighed in February 2002, the extremist organisation’s nego-
i tiating stance has been: “negotiate with us on our terms, or
else...” Apprehension about the “or else” led the Sri Lankan
Government and the international community to adopt a
\ policy of toleration bordering on appeasement. With
9 ‘mediator’ Norway pushing the limits of tolerance, barba-
rous acts of terrorism and human rights violations were
overlooked for the sake of keeping the peace. But where did
all this lead? The LTTE’s refusal to attend peace talks after a
few rounds; its assassination of political enemies and other
acts of terrorism; its continuing abuse of children; and its
over-the-top demands for setting up an interim self-govern-
ing authority that would function virtually as a separate
state, and for having its sea wing acknowledged as a ‘navy’ —
these were enough to tire all but die-hard champions of
Tigerism. The European Union’s decision, taken in the wake
of the assassination of Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirga-
mar in October 2005, not to receive official LTTE dele-
gations was the first concrete indication that the most
permissive section of the international community no long-
er wanted to carry a flag for the group. In recent weeks, the
LTTE’s ceasefire violations, renewed claim of sovereignty
over the waters, air space, and territory of North-East Sri
Lanka, and warning to international ceasefire monitors to
stay off Sri Lanka Navy vessels in the North-East have
eroded tolerance. Europe is now a heartbeat away from
outlawing the LTTE, with the European Parliament resolu-
tion calling for a freeze of LTTE assets in member countries.
Is the LTTE’s threat just bluff? It is doubtful that the
terrorist organisation, although armed to the teeth, retains
the politico-military capacity for a sustained military en-
gagement with the Sri Lankan state. For one thing, the
Karuna revolt has exposed its vulnerability in eastern Sri
Lanka. For another, the Sri Lankan Government has shown
the necessary firmness and resoluteness in punishing Tiger-
ism. But what has turned strategically against the LTTE is
the international situation. If it is to get out of this hole, it
needs to demonstrate a sincerity and commitment to the
peace process that will be totally out of character. At the
same time, the Sri Lankan Government must refrain from
any triumphalism that might provide encouragement to
those driving a hard-line Sinhala nationalist agenda. Re-
gardless of how the LTTE behaves, President Mahinda Raja-
pakse — who has demonstrated sturdy realism in a difficult
situation — must lead from the front in crafting a just
political settlement based on devolution of power within the

framework of keeping Sri Lanka as one country.
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’figers say govt
top operative -

COLOMBO, May 22: Tamil
Tiger rebels today accused
the Sri Lankan military of
killing their top intelligence
operative in the island’s
eastern province. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam said Ramanan, their
senior most intelligence
operative in the province
was gunned down by an
army sniper yesterday, the
Tamilnet.com reported.

“A Sri Lanka army sniper
targetted the commander
while he was inspecting the
forward defence line posi-
tions of the Tigers in
Vavunathivu, Batticaloa,” it
said. Ramanan held the
rank of a colonel and had
been sent to the east to take
over intelligence work fol-
lowing the unprecedented
split in the group in March
2004.

Military officials denied
security forces  were
involved in the aitac
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KILINOCHCHI (Sri Lanka},
May 22: The European
Union’s “shocking” move
towards blacklisting Sri
Lanka's Tamil Tigers will
push the peace process to a
critical stage, the head of the
rebels’ political wing said in
an interview. The EU agreed
in principle late Thursday to
ban the LTTE as a “terrorist”
group, possibly as early as
this week, diplomats said.
The move is “shocking and
surprising,” SP Thamil-
selvan, 39, the soft-spoken
head of the Tigers’ political
office said. B AFP

the breakaway faction led
by V Muralitharan, better
known as Colonel Karuna,
was responsible. Ramanan
is one of the highest rank-
ing Tamil Tiger operatives
to be killed since the group
entered into a truce with
government forces in

Eebruary, 2002, Tamilnet,
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EU ban ay tead to all-out
" war, watn Tamil Ti igers

Colombo: Sri Lanka risks being propelled back into civ-
il war if the European Union declares the Tamil Tiger
rebel group a terrorist organisation, a top guerrilla leader
warned on Thursday.

A fragile 2002 cease-fire in this island nation between
the government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam has already been rocked by an upsurge
in violence that has killed at least 271 peo-
ple since April, according to the interna-
tional monitors, and led to a break down
in peace talks.

“The more the international commu-
nity alienates the LTTE, the more the LTTE
will be compelled to tread a hard-line in-
dividualist path,” Tamil Tigers chief ne-
gotiator Anton Balasingham told the pro-
rebel TamilNet Web site. He was refer-
ring to the acronym of the group’s name,
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Balasingham’s comments come af-
ter both a US envoy and the Sri Lankan
foreign minister called on the EU to de-
clare the Tigers a terrorist group. =
The US, Britain and India already list
it as a terrorist organisation.

Last year, the EU announced
that representatives of the _ =
Tamil Tigers will berefused A

entry into member states until the bloc considers whether
to add the guerrillas to its list of terrorist organisations.
“Emboldened by international support ... the Sinhala
hard-line elements will undoubtedly take steps to fur-
ther escalate the violence and precipitate a war in
. whxch they hope to destroy the LTTE,” Balasing-
- e ham said. “If this happens, the LTTE will be
compelled to resist,” Balasingham said,
i adding that an EU ban on the group “is
not going to help bring about peace,
._(but) will only serve to exacerbate
Sl the conditions of war.” Sri Lanka’s
Foreign Minister Mangala Sama-
raweera on Thursday said the Tamil
Tigers must be “listed as a terrorist
organisation” internationally unless
‘o they return to peace talks with
i the government.

He made the comment after
meeting UN Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan in Tokyo. “Now
the time has come for the in-
ternational community to ... tell
them enough is enough,” he
said. Samaraweera is on a five-
day visit to Japan, which has
|- tried to mediate in the peace
process. ap
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A war of diminishing returns e

The LTTE’s fight now stands reduced to a turf
war to establish its rights over the northeast.
Its continued escalation of violence means

R. Hariharan

N MAY 11, 2006, on the eve of Vesak

day (Buddha Purnima), the biggest

festival day of the nation, Sri Lanka

escaped a terrible ethnic flare up. On-
Iy the day before, a Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) troop-
ship mv Pearl Cruise, carrying 710 military men
and moving in a naval convoy off Point Pedro on
the Jaffna coast, escaped destruction when boats
of the Sea Tigers, the naval arm of the LTTE,
surrounded it. The LTTE could have sunk the
ship, destining all the Sri Lanka Armed Forces
(SLAF) men to a watery grave. Luckily for them
and Sri Lanka, the ship had on board a monitor
from the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM)
and an Indian Coast Guard ship appeared on the
horizon. Perhaps these complications and an-
other naval engagement at sea a little distance
away discouraged the Sea Tigers from going
ahead with their attack. However, in the other
engagement the Sea Tigers sank an SLN fast
attack craft. Its crew of 17 sailors are reported
missing. Another fast attack craft damaged in
the operations reportedly sank later. The Sri
Lanka Navy responded swiftly with guns blazing
both from sea and air. They claim to have sunk
five LTTE boats, sending an unknown number of
LTTE cadres to their death. The Sri Lanka Air
Force used this window of opportunity to carry
out air strikes on targets in the Iranamadu area
(Iranamadu airfield area houses LTTE’s fledg-
ling air arm, the Air Tigers).

Of course, Sea Tiger operations are nothing
new. During this year, they had three successful
operations against the Navy and two unsuccess-
ful ones. But qualitatively, their attack on mv
Pearl Cruiser is different because it was:pre-
meditated. The LTTE had earlier warned the
SLMM not to send its Scandinavian monitors in
the SLN craft — and that is a dangerous trend if
the peace process is to be revived. The Sri Lank-
an Government had been careful in not carrying
out retaliatory military attacks on the LTTE till
the Army Commander, Lt. Gen. Sarath Fonseka,
narrowly survived a LTTE suicide bomber’s at-
tempt to kill him on April 25, 2006, though it

increased loss of international sympathy 'c\ ¢

for Sri Lankan Tamils.

killed 11 others. But the attack on Gen. Fonseka,
a watershed event, has given the Sri Lankan
Government a legitimate reason to take offen-
sive action as part of “defensive measures.” Im-
mediately after the attack on their chief, the
armed forces bombarded LTTE positions in
coastal areas of Muthur East in Trincomalee
from the air, land, and sea. It is significant that
Karuna launched his offensive against LTTE po-
sitions in the same area a few days earlier, While
LTTE casualties are not known, the Tamil pop-
ulation bore the brunt of the attack. A few thou-
sand Tamils living in the area fled as refugees. In
the North, the SLAF imposed a curfew in Jaffna
to move troops to the Nagarkovil salient on the
northeast.

Thus the singular achievement of the LTTE’s
attack on the SLAF Chief was giving legitimacy
to the Government to use retaliatory force even
as the ceasefire rested on its last legs. Added to
this, the attack on the Navy troopship had two
other negative fallouts for the LTTE. After the
attack on mv Pear! Cruiser, the SLMM, while
strongly condemning the LTTE’s act as “a gross
violation of the ceasefire,” gave a firm ruling on
two counts: (1) the sea surrounding Sri Lankaisa
Government Controlled Area in line with in-
ternational law; and (2) the LTTE, as a non-state
actor, cannot rule open sea waters or airspace.
The LTTE has, therefore, no rights at sea. This is
the first time the SLMM has come out cate-
gorically on the twin issues of the LTTE’s rights
to air and sea spaces of areas under its control as
well as its status as a non-state actor. As expect-
ed, the LTTE political wing head, S.P. Tamilsel-
van, registered his strong objection to both the

\

rulings, He also claimed that the LTTE enjoyed
‘sovereignty’ over land, ses, and air in parts of
the “Tamil Homeland’ it had seized by force of
arms,

During the four years of the ceasefire, the
LTTE had used the semantic ambiguity of the
Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) regarding its rights
on sea to claim sovereighty over the seas in the
northeast. Clause 1.3 of the CFA permits the
SLAF “to perform their legitimate task of safe-
guarding the sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty of Sri Lanka without engaging in offensive
operations against the LTTE.” As this clause
impinged on the primary role of the Sri Lanka
Navy, the issue of LTTE rights on sea came to the
fore in March and June 2003, barely a year after
the signing of the CFA, when the Navy with the
support of the Indian Navy sank two LTTE ships
off the northeast coast of Sri Lanka. The Sri
Lanka Navy had targeted the two LTTE vessels
believed to be bringing in military hardware. At
that time, the peace talks between the Govern-
ment and the LTTE were in progress and both
sides were on talking terms. They asked the
SLMM to work out modalities to prevent such
clashes at sea. The SLMM, then headed by Nor-
way, came out with a set of proposals to carve out
separate areas for the Sea Tigers, for training
and live firing. It also suggested recognition of
Sea Tigers as a ‘de facto naval unit.’ No detection
or inspection of Sea Tigers vessels was to be
permitted for the Navy in the designated areas
without the presence of SLMM monitors. The
ruling raised a lot of eyebrows in Sri Lanka as
well as India because it directly interfered with
the sovereignty of a legally constituted nation.
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This ruling a]éave licence to the LTTE to carry
out its activities, as it desired.

The LTTE exploited the anomalous situation
to strengthen itself and brought in huge ship-
ments of military hardware and supplies even as
the peace process was losing steam, thanks to the
internal schism of Sri Lanka politics. On the
other hand, the armed forces were fuming in
inaction, although the LTTE systematically
culled military and civil intelligence operatives
with impunity. The government of that time
soft-pedalled the whole issue, perhaps in the
belief that it could jeopardise the peace talks. It
continued to restrain the SLAF from taking re-
taliatory action even as the tally of the LTTE’s
CFA violations mounted under the meticulous
book keeping of the SLMM, which accounted for
every one of them. The SLMM did nothing be-
yond periodically issuing statements asking
both sides to observe the CFA norms. These
were mostly addressed to the Government be-
cause they were less prickly about criticism. This
‘umpiring’ attitude forms the basis of Norwegian
mediation and perhaps it is required to encour-
age both sides to make progress in the talks.
However, translated to monitoring, the same
philosophy undermined the confidence of the
Government in the SLMM. Large sections of the
public, government, political parties and the
media were also not happy with the way Norway
was handling the mediation and monitoring
processes.

The issue of Norwegian mediation and mon-
itoring was a prominent issue in the 2005 presi-
dential election. The SLFP Presidential aspirant,
Mahinda Rajapakse, vowed to change them. On
his election as President, Mr. Rajapakse man-
aged to take away the responsibility of monitor-
ing from Norway; and now a Swedish general
heads the SLMM. It is clear the LTTE had been
using the international objections to the re-
sumption of Sri Lankan operations against it to
its own advantage. Ever since Karuna broke
away, the Tigers have been escalating the scale
and level of violence bringing enormous pres-
sure on President Rajapakse, to ensure that Ka-
runa is removed from the scene. Thus for the
Tamil people at large, LTTE actions have down-
graded the quest for Tamil rights to govern
themselves to the one point agenda of removing
Karuna from a position of strength in the east.

In short, the LTTE’s fight now stands reduced
to a turf war to establish its rights over the
northeast. Its continued escalation of violence
means increased loss of international sympathy
for Sri Lankan Tamils, particularly from major
powers, so essential if their struggle for demo-
cratic rights is to succeed. The net result is a
decisive shift of global attention from sympathy
for the Tamil cause to curbing the LTTE and
pressuring it to come to the table to discuss
peace. It is going to be more difficult for the
Tigers to do whatever they propose to do in the
coming months.

Now that the President has announced his
resolve to take strong retaliatory action with all
the forces at his command, while continuing to
maintain the ceasefire, the LTTE has painted
itself into a corner. We can expect more clashes
in the coming weeks and the population is going
to face the fallout of such violence.

LTTE actions have given a lease of life to
Sinhala hardliners. It has once again put Sri
Lanka’s Tamil population at rigk; and those liv-
ing in LTTE-controlled areas in even greater
peril. Already the glare of publicity surrounding
the LTTE actions has swept aside the incidents
of human rights violations against Sri Lankan
Tamils, Even if the patchwork ceasefire contin-
ues, the Tamils and their cause will continue to
suffer.

The BBC quoted a peace monitor to the effect
that the SLMM was monitoring war rather than
peace. In any case, if this is called ceasefire, then
what is war? The tragedy is it is a fight for LTTE
turf and nothing more. It is a war of diminishing
returns.

(Colonel R. Hariharan, a retired military in-
telligence specialist in counter-insurgency,
served as head of intelligence with the Indian
Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka. E-Mail:
colhari@yahoo.com)



Violence Won’t Work

LTTE must evolve into
a political entity N

William H Avery %

Sr1 Lanka’s foreign minister Mangala Sama-
raweéera was in New Delhi last week, seeking
India’s support in keeping the island’s fragile
ceasefire intact after months of spiralling vi-
olence. If Samaraweera was hoping to come
away from his visit with concrete pledges of
military support, he will have been disap-
pointed. The official line from the prime min-
ister’s office went no further than expressing
“India’s interest in the continued sta-
bility and prosperity of Sri Lanka”.

With the IPKF India learned the
hard way that it cannot solve Sri Lan-
ka’s problems. But India does have
something to offer its neighbour, some-
thing far more valuable than military
assistance: Leadership by example.
Looking across the Palk Strait, Sri
Lankans can see a beacon of hope. In
India, they have a shining example of
the peace and prosperity that a muiti-
ethnic, multi-religious democracy can
create for its citizens. Sri Lanka is at
a critical juncture, and the stakes are
enormous: Nothing less than the lives
and livelihoods of the nation’s 20 mil-
lion people. If the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and LTTE are to find a frame-
work for peaceful coexistence -——if they
are to give their people the peace and prosperity
that Indians enjoy — both sides will first need
to accept three fundamental principles.

The first principle is that there is no mili-
tary solution to this conflict. This ought to be
clear to both sides, having spent two decades
fighting each other to a stalemate. The Sri
Lankan government, for its part, seems to ac-
cept that a political solution is called for. The
LTTE, however, appears to still harbour a be-
lief that warfare will make its Tamil homeland
areality. Recent weeks have seen the LTTE at-
tack a Sri Lankan naval convoy off the coast
of Jaffna and detonate a suicide bomb at army
headquarters in Colombo, the latest incidents

1 6 MAY 2006
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in a campaign of v1olence that stretches b ck
to last December. If a political solution to Sri
Lanka’s conflict is to be found, the LTTE will
have to accept that such tactics are more be-
fitting of a ragtag band of terrorists than
would-be leaders of the Tamil people. Which
image does the LTTE want to convey?

The second is that the costs to both sides of
the status quo are high. In economic terms, un-
certainty about Sri Lanka’s stability has cost
both foreign and direct investment. The nation
as a whole should be growing at least as fast
as India; yet Sri Lanka’s economic growth since
2003 has trailed India’s by from 1 per cent to 3
per cent per year. This is in spite of Sri Lanka
having opened its economy to foreign invest-

ment a full 14 years before India. In the areas
of the country controlled by the LTTE, the eco-
nomic picture is particularly bleak. The ma-
jority of the people there live on subsistence
farming, and trade with the outside world
(apart from LTTE-controlled smuggling) is not
a significant part of the economy. Indeed,
around 500,000 Sri Lankan civilians living in
isolation in the north and east of the country
are the forgotten victims of the LTTE. While
other Sri Lankans and South Asians enjoy ever
increasing levels of prosperity as part of the
global economy, the Tamils living under the
yoke of the LTTE are stuck in a time warp,
back in a time when South Asians lived off the

1and iRa hard scrabble existence. When will
the LITE realise the cost its struggle is
imposing on the Tamil people?

Thirdly, both the LTTE and the Sri Lankan
government must realise that they can achieve
much more for their people together than they
ever could separately. Sri Lanka is not a small
country. Yet it represents less than 2 per cent
of the population of South Asia, and is dwarfed
by India’s 1.1 billion souls. Sri Lanka’s best
hope for sustained economic growth is to at-
tach itself to the larger Indian economy; Sri
Lanka can only do so if it is, like India, a mul-
ti-ethnic, multi-religious democracy. The Sri
Lankan government understands the necessi-
ty of closer economic integration with India;
this is the rationale behind its effort
to enter into a Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement with
New Delhi. The LTTE needs to under-
stand too that it cannot go it alone.
Scale matters in South Asia, and that
the odds of success for all people of Sri
Lanka are greatest if they pool their
resources and abilities. Will the LTTE
continue to sulk in impoverished iso-
lation or join with the rest of Sri Lan-
ka in building a vibrant, diverse and
prosperous nation?

It is important to remember that
the Tamil people have legitimate com-
plaints about the way the Sri Lankan
government treated them in the past;
Sri Lanka’s post-independence histo-
ry is a shameful record of systematic
discrimination, punctuated by gross
human rights abuses, against the Tamil peo-
ple. But the outside world must not confuse
these legitimate grievances with the illegiti-
mate actions of the LTTE, brutal terrorists
who have created their own version of the Tal-
iban’s Afghanistan within Sri Lanka’s borders.
They have made their point. Now these ter-
rorists urgently need to evolve into a political
entity that understands compromise can take
them and the Tamil people much farther than
violence ever could. Once this happens, there
is no limit to what a unified Sri Lanka can
achieve. Its people need look no further than
India to see that.

The writer is a former US diplomat.
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Rajapakse renews call
for talks to end ‘donflict

P W&_
President saysgjﬁshould not be internationalised further

V.S. Sambandan

<

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse is not in fa-
vour of “further international-
isation” of the ethnic conflict,
and expressed confidence that a
solution could be worked out if
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) negotiates with
his Government, a newspaper
interview said.

In an interview to the Sunday
Times, Mr. Rajapakse expressed
his “personal view that the eth-
nic conflict issue should not
have been internationalised.”

“We should have treated it asa
domestic issue and resolved it
ourselves. As for me, I do not
want to internationalise it any
further,” Mr. Rajapakse was
quoted as telling the newspaper
in an interview.

In the interview, the Presi-
dent said his consistent message
to the LTTE is “to cease vio-
lence.” The international com-
munity, he said “must also
pressurise the LTTE to do this.”

The President’s interview was
held on Thursday after the
LTTE’s attack on a naval convoy
in Sri Lanka’s north-eastern wa-
ters, destroying a naval fast at-
tack craft.

Negotiations with his Govern-
ment were the way to solve the
conflict, the President said. “I
am here with a clean sheet. I do
not carry any baggage. I do un-
derstand the problems of the Ta-
mil-speaking people. There is
nothing that we cannot resolve.
Bring it to the table, sit and dis-
cuss it with me.”

Striking a note of confidence,
Mr. Rajapakse said he had “re-
mained transparent” on “what-
ever action” he had taken with
regard to the ethnic issue.
“There are no hidden agendas or
secret agreements. Be it with the
people of the south, north or
east, I have remained very
open,” he said.

Mr. Rajapakse described the
April 25 failed bid by an LTTE
suicide bomber to assassinate
the Commander of the Sri Lanka

Army, Sarath Fonseka as “a seri-
ous incident that shocked the
nation.”

Break for mission

Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SLMM) in
a statement on Sunday an-
nounced a “temporary break
from naval monitoring in the
northern and eastern waters of
Sri Lanka due to the incident at
seaon May11.”

However, the Nordic moni-
toring body “will go through its |
routines of naval monitoring as
part of SLMM’s procedures
when such incidents occur” and
the “intention of SLMM is to re-
commence naval monitoring as
soon as possible.”

Eightkilled

At least eight Tamil persons,
including a baby were killed by
“unidentified gunmen,” accord-
ing to reports from northern Sri
Lanka, The LTTE has blamed
the killing on “Sri Lankan navy
personnel.”

nﬁ HIN[)U




Tlg@r/s warn
Lanka navy o
more attagk
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Colombo: Tamil rebels war-
ned on Friday they would at-
tack Sri Lankan navy vessels
that approach coastal areas
under their control, a day af-
ter they sank a patrol boat in
a major sea battle that killed
dozens and pushed the coun-
try closer to all-out war.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, or LTTE, also
issued a final warning to Eu-
ropean cease-fire monitors
not to board such vessels.

The warning, posted on
the rebel web site, followed an
attack on a navy patrol boat
in northern Sri Lanka that
left about 50 insurgents and
17 sailors dead or missing in
a sharp escalation of violence.

The Lankan navy’s activi-
ties off the coast of Tamil
Tiger-held areas is “disrupt-
ing the fishing activities of the
people. It is also disturbing the
LTTE exercises,” the rebels
said in a letter to the monitors.

“If (the) Sri Lankan navy
disrupts our activities we will
definitely retaliate,” it said.

Accusing the navy of us-
ing the monitors as “as hu-
man shields in order to con-
tinue with these disruptions,”
the rebels issued a stark warn-
ing to the monitors.

“We urge you for the last
time not to be on board Sri
Lankan naval vessels until
further notice from us. If you
choose to ignore our warning
and request, we are not re-
sponsible for the conse-
quences,” the rebels said.

Later on Friday, the head
of the rebel political wing, S
P Thamilselvan, met chief
truce monitor Ulf Henricsson
in the rebel stronghold of
Kilinochchi.

Afterward, Thamilselvan
criticised mission officials for
calling Thursday’s attack a
violation of the cease-fire ac-
cord and demanded an expla-
nation. “Nobody has the right
to pass judgment on the sov-

ereign rlghts of our access to
the adjacent sea and air space
of our homeland,” pro-rebel
TamilNet web site guoted
Thamilselvan as saying.
Earlier, both the govern-
ment and the monitors ac-
cused the Tigers of violating
the country’s 2002 cease-fire
accord with their attack that

WARFEAR

Security has been
tightened in the
capital, Colombo,
where tens of
thousands of
Buddhists prepared
to celebrate the
birth anniversary
of Buddha

sank a navy patrol boat off the
northern coast on Thursday.

Government troops retal-
iated, sinking five rebel boats,
damaging three others and
launching airstrikes on guer-
rilla-held territory, putting the
severest strain yet on the
truce that halted two decades
of warfare. “This is a very se-
rious attack (by the Tigers), a
blatant violation of the cease-
fire agreement,” government
spo-kesman Keheliya Ram-
bukwella said. .

“The incident prompted the

police to tightep security inmmm

the capital Colombo, where
tens of ‘#housands of Bud-
dhists prepared to celebrate
the birth of the Buddha, the
faith’s founder: ap
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50 TIGERS DEAD, 17 SAILORS LOST g

Sea battle pu
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Lanka to the brink

Associated Press

COLOMBO, May 12: Some
50 Tamil Tiger rebels were
killed and 17 Sri Lankan
sailors were lost, after a sea
battle yesterday instigated
by the Tamil Tigers left the
country on the brink of
civil war.

The rebels sank a navy
patrol boat off the north-
ern coast as it escorted a
troop transport carrying
more than 700 soldiers. In
retaliation, the navy
downed five rebel vessels
and the air force launched
airstrikes on guerrilla-held
territory.

The escalation in vio-
lence could mark the
return to civil war, as a

2002  cease-fire that
stopped almgst two
decades of fighting
appears increasingly

unlikely to last. “This is a
very serious attack (by the
Tigers), a blatant violation
of the ceasefire agree-
ment,” government spoke-
sman Mr Keheliya
Rambukwella said.

The downed patrol boat
was part of a convoy
escorting a troop carrier
that was attacked by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil

_Eelam rebels, navy spokes-

man Commander DKP
Dassanayake said.

“About 15 LTTE boats
including suicide boats
attacked one of our vessels
escorting Pearl Cruiser
ship transporting 710 sol-
diers,” Mr Dassanayake
said. “Navy fast-attack
boats escorting the vessel
engaged the Tiger boats
and one of them was
destroyed by a suicide
boat,” he said.

4 5 WAY 20u0

There were 15 sailors and
two officers on board the
boat. The Sri Lankan mili-
tary website said the men
were lost. “In the fire fight
navy ensured the safety of
the passenger craft and
suffered the loss of one
Dvora (craft) with two offi-
cers and 15 sailors on
board,” said the website.
The website did not elabo-
rate, but the sailors were
earlier reported missing.

At least 50 Tiger guerril-
las were on the sunken
rebel boats and all were
believed dead, Mr Dassa-
nayake said.

But, a pro-rebel website
quoted unnamed rebel
sources as saying that they
lost only for guerrillas in
the battle.

No independent verifi-
cation was immediately
possible.

TRE STATESMAN
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Vavuniya (Sri Lanka): Interna-
tional truce monitors said on Thurs-
day they believe Sri Lankan troops
are involved in killing ethnic Tamil
civilians in the island’s north, con-
trary to government denials.

The unarmed Nordic Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SLMM) said
probable Tamil Tiger rebel attacks
on the military have been followed
by disappearances and open killings
of ethnic Tamil civilians.

“We have very strong indications
that at least part of the government
troops have been involved in these
killings,” Jouni Suninen, the Fin-nish
ex-army officer who heads the mon-
itors’ northern Vavuniya office, said.

“The pattern is clear,” he added.
In one case, a civilian was killed 60
metres from an army checkpoint.
The soldiers told the monitors they
heard nothing.

Suninen said at least 40 people
have been killed in the last month
by suspected rebels, soldiers or as-
sociated groups around Vavuniya,
just beyond the southern border of

hand in kigln \/

Dubious protectors

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) territory.

The government denies any in-
volvement in civilian killings, which
come amid fears that a low intensi-
ty conflict raging despite a 2002 truce
could escalate into an all-out return
to a two-decade civil war that killed
over 64,000 people.

The Tigers have pulled out of
peace talks indefinitely and have
warned the island is moving to-
wards the fringes of war.

anything like that,” said army
spokesman Brigadier Prasad Sama-
rasinghe. “They are disciplined.”

For the first time, the monitor-
ing mission’s field staff were au-
thorised to speak on the record
about what they had found. They
say publicity is the only weapon
they have.

Previously, all media comment
from the SLMM—which has 60 un-
armed monitors from Denmark,
Sweden, Finland, Norway and Ice-
land—has come from its Colombo
headquarters.

Driving along a road only a cou-
ple of miles from the border in his
white jeep, Finnish homicide po- :
liceman Jukka Heiskanen points
out where three suspected Tiger
fragmentation mine ambushes hit
military patrols.

Some believe the Tigers deliber-
ately wanted to inflame tensions and
provoke retaliation to win sympa-
thy in their struggle for a separate
homeland for ethnic Tamils. reuters




anka Prez calls for

. \K\l

-+ immediate talks\*

Colombo: Sri Lankan President Mahin-
da Rajapakse said his tropical island
has seen enough violence, and called
for immediate peace talks with Tamil
Tiger rebels.

“Enough is enough,” Rajapakse told
The Associated Press in an interview
on Tuesday, as spiraling violence threat-
ened to derail a ceasefire with the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam, blamed
for last week’s suicide bombing by a
pregnant woman that targeted the top
army general.

“My religion—Buddhism—teaches
me how to be patient,” said Rajapakse,
60. “They tried to kill my general by us-
ing a pregnant woman. This was a bar-
baric act, but even after all these, my
government is willing to have peace
talks.” The suicide bomber last Tues-
day managed to get inside Colombo’s
highly fortified military headguarters
and blow herself up. The blast killed 11
people, but Lt Gen Sarath Fonseka, the
target, survived with abdominal injuries.

“No government, in the East or the
West, could have tolerated that,” Ra-
japakse said, justifying the retaliatory
attacks by his air force.

“We had to target LTTE bases,” Ra-
japakse said of two days of bombing of
the rebels’ naval wing, the Sea

try—including Rajapakse and many
business and political leaders—are part
of the 14-million Sinhalese majority.

Despite the spike in killings, both
sides say they remain committed to the
peace process and have told the Nor-
wegian-led peace monitors they want
to meet soon for talks in Geneva aimed
at shoring up the ceasefire and finding
a political solution to the conflict.

The rebels have given a number
of reasons to hold off on immediate
talks, including fears over how they
would travel for internal meetings be-
fore going to Geneva. But Rajapakse,
whose security has been tightened
dramatically since the suicide attack,
and who now lives within multiple lay-
ers of heavily armed commandos, said
talks were needed immediately. “We
need to forget the past and start a new
beginning,” he said in an interview at
his office.

The government and the rebels
fought a bitter war for almost two
decades, leaving 65,000 people dead, un-
til a 2002 Norwegian-brokered truce
halted the fighting. Trouble began
quickly, though, with talks breaking
down in April 2003 over rebel demands )
for autonomy. /

Tigers, in the country’s north-
east. The rebels say those at-
: tackskilled 11 people and dis-
i placed thousands,

: About 150 people died in
i April in ever-increasing vio-
i lence, including 79 members
i of Sri Lankan government
i forces killed by the rebels, who
{ want a separate homeland for
i the country’s 3.2 million Tamil
! minority. Most of the coun-
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\\20 killed as Tiger rebel ..
\\»7 -factions clashi in Lanka

v PETERAPPS
COLOMBO, APRIL 30

SRI Lanka’s Tamil Tiger
rebels raided camps belonging
to renegade ex-rebels on Sun-
day and killed 20, a Tiger offi-
cial said, as fears of areturn to
war ran high.

The past three weeks have
been the bloodiest since a
2002 ceasefire with more than
120 people, possibly many
more, killed in suspected
Tiger attacks on the military,
ethnic riots, government air
strikes and murders of civil-
ians on both sides.

The rebels say the govern-
ment uses fighters led by for-
mer Tiger eastern comman-
der Karuna Amman as
“Army-backed paramilitaries”
to attack the mainstream Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE)—a charge the gov-
ernment denies.

“It is a very severe blow for
the paramilitary groups and
for the Sri Lankan Army,’

Suspected Karuna fighter
attended to at a hospital In
Polonnaruwa on Sunday. AP

head of the Tiger peace secre-
tariat S Puleedevan said. He
said the camps were in Army-
controlled areas. “We have
burnt the camps and a lot of
arms and ammunition pro-
vided by the Sri Lankan
Army,” he added.

He said the rebels had come
under artillery fire from
nearby Army camps during
the attack, but were withdraw-

ing back behind their awn
lines with only one Tiger
fighter wounded. Twenty
Karuna fighters were killed
and 15 wounded, he said.

A Karuna aide confirmed
the attack but disputed fig-
ures, telling that only five
had been killed and seven
wounded.

The Army denied there
had been any shelling, and
said all they knew was there
had been fighting between
Tiger and Karuna forces in
jungle areas not really con-
trolled by either side. They
have always denied knowing
where the Karuna camps
were, but Nordic truce mon-
itors said the Army, at best,
turns a blind eye.

Peace talks due to take
place in Switzerland have
been indefinitely postponed
because of wrangling over
the transport of eastern
rebel leaders to their head-
quarters for a pre-talks
meeting. —Reuters
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P.K. Balachandran
Colombo, April 30
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CHANCES OF talks between the
Sri Lankan government and the
LTTE have receded significantly
after the LTTE attacked camps of
the rival Karuna group in east-
ern Sri Lanka early on Sunday.
The LTTE claimed it had killed
20 of Karuna’s men while the Sri
Lankan Intelligence put the toll
at 10. They also said that the
Tigers lost eight of its fighters in
the raid. The LTTE has accused
the Sri Lankan forces of backing
the breakaway Karuna group.
The pro-LTTE Tamilnet web-
site said that LTTE’s Elite Com-
mandoes raided Karuna’s camps
at Kasankulam, along the Bat-
ticaloa-Polannaruwa border dis-
tricts at just after midnight.
Tamils feel that Sunday’s at-
tack was meant to show that de-
spite the government’s assur-
ances that it would disarm those
who carried arms illegally in ar-
eas controlled by it, Karuna's

TH,
EHDUSTAN TIMES

group still existed\‘ nd that its
camps were “surrounded by Sri
Lankan army camps.”

Following Sunday’s incident,
political observers in Colombo
feel that chances of a govern-
ment-LTTE meeting in Geneva
have become very dim.

“The raid shows that Karuna
does have camps in an area dom-
inated the Sri Lankan army, and
the LTTE will use this to stall
the second round of talks,” a sen-
ior Tamil journalist said.

But, the government is still
keen on holding the talks. The
govhnerment has said it would
not let the issue of transport to
hamper the talks.

Army chief attack

Sri Lankan army chief Lt. Gen.
Sarath Fonseka, critically in-
jured in an LTTE suicide bomb
attack in Colombo on April 25.
had not used the bullet proot
BMW provided by the president.
the Sunday Times has revealed.
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Sri Lanka fast slidin
" towards turmoil

Jal Taraporevala | 7NN

e threat issued by the

I head of the political

wing of the LTTE, SP
Thamilselvan, of a resump-
tion in the armed struggie
unless the current impasse
is soon broken underscores
the twin track approach
which the Tigers will con-
tinue to adopt. On the one
hand, such attacks as this
week’s suicide strikes in the
military complex in Colom-
bo are designed as a warning
signal and a means of gaug-
ing the government’s com-
mitment to the peace process.

The LTTE is increasingly
becoming emboldened to un-
dermine the 2002 ceasefire
agreement since it is under
less international pressure
than it was in the immediate
aftermath of 9/11. Besides,
the Tigers have used the past
four years to reorganise their
cadre-base and buttress their
military positions. This has
enabled them to militarily
step-up the pressure on the
security forces.

Through its recent spate
of attacks, the LTTE is also
underlining the credibility
of its threat to take unilat-
eral steps ta declare self-rule

28 4°P 2008
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for Tamils if the government
insists on a settlement based
on the unitary form of ad-
ministration.

At the same time, the
Tigers will leave the door
open for negotiations because
they lack the requisite fire-
power to gain their political
goals solely through the
armed struggle.

In addition, by holding out
the possibility of restarting
talks with the Rajapakse ad-
ministration (if certain con-
ditions are met), the LTTE is
emphasising the significance
it attaches to certain issues
relating to confidence-build-
ing measures. These include
an end to army support for
the Colonel Karuna-led rebel
faction in eastern Sri Lanka,

greater protection for
LTTE officials travelling in
government held areas, more
freedom of movement for
Tamils and an inflow of aid
to the Tamil provinces.

The government, which
has further raised tensions
through its airstrikes, will
not yield substantive ground
on these issues in the face of :
the rising militancy of the
LTTE. This is partly because
the government will not want
to appear weak or undermine
its potential negotiating
leverage and partly since it
remains suspicious of the
LTTE’s eventual goal of :
establishing a Tamil home-
land through the merger
of the northern and eastern
regions.

The government will
therefore insist that progress
in future negotiations will
hinge on the LTTE demon-
strating flexibility on widen-
ing the powers of the SriLan-
ka Monitoring Mission,
stricter curbs on the move-
ment of the Sea Tigers and
tighter checks on the illegal
stockpiling of weapons. In
the ultimate analysis, there-
fore, Sri Lanka is set to wit-
ness greater instability in the

coming months.
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Tame the Tiger

Y Attack on army chief is blow ~
\\\’ C()\L\ to peace in Lanka % M

he heinous attack on Sri Lankan army chief Sarath
Fonseka at a hospital in Colombo has pushed the
island nation to the brink of war. Colombo has al-
ready launched air strikes on ‘selected targets’ in
areas under LTTE control as a retaliatory measure. Despite
President Mahinda Rajapakse’s announcement that the cease-
| fire agreement of 2002 will hold, there is concern that the ten-
uous peace process between Colombo and LTTE is under
threat. The suicide attack on Tuesday appears to be the hand-
iwork of LTTE, even though the Tamil terror group has de-
nied any involvement. LTTE has a history of engaging in
brinkmanship. In all probability, the attack on Fonseka was
intended to provoke Colombo ahead of the peace talks in Gene-
va. Any act of violence on the part of Sri Lankan armed forces,
even if it is retaliatory, will be used by LTTE to drum up sup-
port in circles sympathetic to the Tamil cause. Colombo should
not walk into the trap. The impasse in the talks is largely due
to LTTE’s refusal to engage constructively with the peace
process. It is high time they realise that the best option for
Tamils is a federal Sri Lanka that can protect the political
and cultural concerns of various minorities. Sinhalese civil
society should also lend a helping hand if the wounds of the
violent decades are to heal and a multi-ethnic Sri Lanka
isto surv1ve
here is a paucity of leadershlp within the Tamil com-
: munity in Sri Lanka that can challenge the consensus man-
; ufgctured by LTTE. This leadership drought is a fallout of
; LTTE’s politics to destroy views and opinion that are at vari-
; ance with those held by its supreme leader, Prabhakaran.
' Over the years, politicians and academics who resisted LTTE’s
| hegemony have been killed. In an atmosphere of fear and ter-
; ror, it is unlikely that correctives to LTTE’s absolutist posi-
tion on a Tamil homeland will emerge from within the com-
munity. However, there are sections among the political class
in Tamil Nadu which can engage with LTTE. Leaders like
Karunanidhi and Vaiko have been vocal about their sympa-
thies for the plight of the Tamil community in Sri Lanka.
They should impress upon LTTE leadership the need to be
realistic and conciliatory about its goals. They should follow
the example of CPM leader Sitaram Yechury who used his
good offices with Nepal’s Maoists and the Seven Party
Alliance to work for peace. :
/7
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.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: The Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment on Wednesday said it
had the “right to self-defence”
and asserted that “co-ordinated
operations” by its armed forces,
including air strikes on “selected
targets” in areas controlled by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), “will continue”
as long as rebel attacks take
place.

According to unofficial fig-
ures, at least 12 persons were
reported killed in the rebel-held
areas of eastern Trincomalee
district after the Government
launched its “deterrent strikes”
on Tuesday, hours after its Army
chief, Sarath Fonseka, survived a
suicide bomb attack in Colombo.

The Government said the
strikes were launched after the
LTTE attacked the Navy in the
eastern Trincomalee district
and were meant to “deter” fur-
ther attacks. Keheliya Rambuk- -
wella, the spokesperson on
security affairs, said the air
strikes on Tuesday evening and
early Wednesday morning were
on “selected targets after con-
firmed information.”

Fonseka out of danger

The condition of the Army
Commander, Lt. Gen. Fonseka,
was stable and out of danger, the
Army said. “The Commander
has regained consciousness, but
nobody is allowed to visit him,”
the military spokesperson, Pra-
sad Samarasinghe, said.

He said he had no information
on the casualties in the area of
operation as it was under LTTE
control. According to the Tamil-
Net, at least 12 bodies of Tamil
civilians were recovered from
the area.

-




Whither Sri Lanka’s peace process? -

V.S. Sambandan

RI LANKA'’s faltering peace process suf-

fered another blow on April 25 when a

woman suicide bomber of the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) blew her-
self up inside the Army headquarters in Col-
ombo. She failed in her mission to kill the
Commander of the Sri Lanka Army, Sarath Fon-
seka, but what she did was to alter the nature of
the engagement between the Sri Lankan state
and the LTTE.

The modus operandi adopted by the LTTE in
its latest assassination bid — deploying a woman
suicide bomber on a day marked for maternity
care in the Army Hospital — shows the repulsive
extent its war against the state has descended to.
Two events of Tuesday mark a complete differ-
ence from the past four-odd years of a tenuous
peace in Sri Lanka; the afternoon assassination
attempt on Lt. Gen. Fonseka and the evening
“deterrent strikes” by the Air Force and other
wings of the armed forces.

Both carry clear signals from the Tigers and
the Government. These need careful interpreta-
tion to even hazard a guess as to what is in store
for South Asia’s bloodiest internal conflict —
whether the situation will spiral out of control or
ultimately veer back to the path of negotiations.
The “deterrent strikes” by the Sri Lanka Air
Force, in the face of what the Government
termed fresh LTTE attacks on the Sri Lanka
Navy in the sensitive eastern Trincomalee dis-
trict, mark a departure from the state’s rules of
engagement with the LTTE. So far the state was
seen as “weak” in its responses to the LTTE’s
killings and “provocative attacks.”

At stake in this new phase of engagement
between the state and the rebels are issues that
are both conceptual — the equation between the
Government and a group that claims to be the
“sole representative” of the Tamils and is bent

CARTOONSCAPE

Will the situation spiral out of control or will it
ultimately veer back to the path of negotiations?
The international community couldhelp

determine what happens.

on carving out a separate state — and humanitar-
ian — where civilians and foot soldiers are often
the first casualties in what is essentially a con-
flict that requires a political solution.

The LTTE’s selection of the target for the
latest suicide-bombing mission — the Army
Commander — is central to its game plan. Not
only is Lt. Gen. Fonseka the Army chief, he has
battlefield experience in the northern theatre,
has opposed the LTTE’s demand for dismantling
the northern High Security Zones even before he
assumed office, and has worked on strength-
ening the Army since he took over in December
2005. To that extent, the assassination attempt
is seen as both a ‘first strike’ and a ‘pre-emptive
one.’

The LTTE has been spoiling for a fight for
long, trying to provoke the Government into a
retaliation of sorts, which it could then play up at
international fora to its advantage. This, while
unilaterally suspending the Geneva negotiations
to discuss the ceasefire agreement, points to a
scenario in which the LTTE pushes the state
over the brink, resorts to ground offensives, al-
ters the demarcation lines between Government
and rebel-held Sri Lanka, and then offers to
negotiate. In short, the LTTE’s game plan is to
stay away from negotiations till it sees itself as
being able to talk from a position of military
strength. Its actions are largely unidirectional —
towards fulfilling the agenda of separation
through military means.

In the near term, the string of recent events —

¥

the LTTE’s provocative strikes over the past
couple of weeks, the attempted assassination of
the Army chief, and the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment’s military response — is also to be seen
against the backdrop of the Assembly elections
in Tamil Nadu. By timing its pullout from the
Geneva talks and then launching military offen-
sives to synchronise with the democratic proc-
ess in Tamil Nadu, the LTTE’s unspoken agenda
is to also propel the Sri Lankan Tamils issue into
the Indian political discourse.

What requires more understanding is the Sri
Lankan Government’s military action after the
assassination attempt on April 25. According to
the Government, the Navy came under LTTE
fire in the eastern Trincomalee district hours
after the assassination attempt, and its air
strikes, supported by the army and the navy,
were to “deter” further rebel attacks. Herein is
the containment agenda of any engagement be-
tween a state and a militarised opponent. The Sri
Lankan Government spokesman has gone on
record to state: “We have the right of self-de-
fence to guard our security forces and our mil-
itary camps.”

There is also a key political outcome from
these actions by the state. For long, hardliners in
the south had been pushing for a military offen-
sive against the LTTE. The air strikes have the
potential impact of satisfying hardliners and
sections of the security forces that feel enfeebled
by continued LTTE attacks. Clearly, contain-
ment — of both the LTTE attacks and hardline

A VIP TREATMENT
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southern rhetoric — is a key state objective di-
recting the present phase of the unfolding mil-
itary action.

One lesson from the engagements between
successive governments in Colombo and the
LTTE is that there is no military solution to the
conflict. Hence, there is bound to be more pres-
sure on both parties to resume talks and move
towards a negotiated settlement.

The political deadlocks over the past decades
can be divided into two phases. The pre-Chan-
drika Kumaratunga-Ranil Wickremesinghe pe-
riod, in which Sri Lankan governments of the
day saw the Tamil power-sharing demands as
something that could not be met, and the Kum-
aratunga-decade when the LTTE, which had by
then projected itself as the “sole representative,”
rejected the federalist packages.

It is on this issue that the Mahinda Rajapakse
presidency will have to face its ultimate political
test. Elected on a unitarist manifesto, President
Rajapakse has now made it clear that he is for
“maximum devolution.”

A further elaboration of his political model for
conflict resolution could significantly alter the
internal dynamics that have been set off by the
new terms of engagement between the state and
the LTTE, and the international view of Sri
Lankan affairs.

An unanswered question remains: How long
will the current militarised mode continue?
Much will depend on how effectively the state
manages the military containment exercise and
how fast it pushes forward a political solution —
even if it is to be a unilateral offer.

For, the LTTE is most likely to strike at the
state again. The assassination attempt on Lt.
Gen. Fonseka is the clearest indication that re-
bels’ theatre of operations has expanded from
the North-East. It also foretells the possibility of
a string of offensives aimed at stretching the
state’s military apparatus.

So far, decisive battles between the Sri Lankan
Government and the LTTE have been in the
northern theatre — Mullaittivu, Kilinochchi,
and Elephant Pass. All of these are now under
LTTE control. This time round, the LTTE has
the disadvantage of being weakened in the East.
Hence, the possibility of the LTTE changing the
nature of its military operations, with more em-
phasis on non-conventional strikes, is not to be
ruled out.

The global mood of zero-tolerance of terror-
ism and the international bans on the LTTE
should make it evident that its project of beating
the state into submission will have no takers.
The present phase also offers the international
community the opportunity to press for a peace-
ful resolution of the conflict. The role of the
international community to ensure that matters
do not go out of hand gains more relevance now.

Now that the terms of military engagement
between the Government and the Tigers have
changed, the way out will largely be determined
by the manner in which the political engagement
is taken forward. For the international commu-
nity, the key to this will be the manner in which
the Government puts forward its solution for
restructuring the Sri Lankan state from its pre-
sent unitarist mould.

The major legacy of Ms. Kumaratunga’s 11
years in office is that she had made unhesitant
moves towards a federal Sri Lanka. By its succes-
sive acts, the LTTE pushed federalism out of the
political parameters for a solution, making it
more distant a political objective than it was a
few years ago.

The past decades of bloodletting stem from
two divergent positions — the state’s entrenched
unitarist position and the rebels’ violent intran-
sigence on separatism. The way out, hence,
would be to halt the violence and return to the
negotiating table to work out a solution that
meets the aspirations of the minorities and al-
lays the apprehensions of the majority.
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he Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam has once
I again shown that itis not interested in a hegotiated
settlement to the conflict in Sri Lanka. If anything,
the LTTE suicide attack on the Sri Lankan Army
commander is further evidence that it actually fears the
prospect of such a settlement — fears for its own survival and
future in a North-East Sri Lanka that has made its peace
with the rest of the country. This is why it is reluctant to
participate in peace talks and instead repeatedly attempts to
provoke the Sri Lankan Government into a military re-
sponse that will shatter the four-year-old truce. The LTTE
hopes to then portray the Sri Lankan Government as a
military machine that mercilessly crushes Tamil aspira-
tions. Holed up in the Vanni, the LTTE leadership believes
the international community will ignore its ruthless terror-
ist record, its recruitment of child soldiers, and its intoler-
ance of dissent and democracy, and, above all, recognise it as
a legitimate force fighting for Tamil rights. Winning legiti-
macy would help the LTTE cover considerable distance on
the road to an independent Tamil Eelam where it wants to
establish a self-serving rule over the Tamils. Thus does the
LTTE hope to secure its future. This was the reasoning
behind the LTTE assassination of Lakshman Kadirgamar in
August 2005; behind all its attacks on the Sri Lankan mil-
itary that have claimed the lives of more than a hundred
soldiers and sailors since last November; and behind its
attempt to foment anti-Tamil ethnic violence in Trincoma-
lee earlier this month. With each incident, the LTTE’s mo-
tives only stand exposed further.

As the response to the latest developments mdicates, the
world recognises the LTTE for what it is — a ruthles:
terrorist organisation. But the question has to be asked if th
dozen or so countries, including the United States, that ar
directly or indirectly involved in the Norway-facilitate
peace process are putting enough pressure on the LTTE t
stay the peace course and negotiate a settlement. But for th
Sri Lankan Government’s exemplary restraint in the shad
ow war unleashed by the LTTE, the truce, which exists onl;
on paper now, would have given way to full-scale hostilitie:
months ago. President Mahinda Rajapakse cannot be
blamed if his patience is now wearing a little thin. Following
the latest provocation, he ordered air and naval strikes ir
North-East Sri Lanka. President Rajapakse evidently want-
ed to send a message that he will not remain a silent onlook-
er as a terrorist group tries to take out the country’s army
chief. Still, restraint is the Government’s best weapon
against the LTTE. The people of Sri Lanka — Tamil and
Sinhalese — do not want a war, but this could well be the
outcome if the tit-for-tat attacks continue. The Govern-
ment’s reiteration of its “complete adherence” to the cease-
fire agreement gives some hope that war can yet be avoided.
But whether the peace process can survive — and move
forward — depends to a large extent on what moves the
LTTE is planning next and if the international fommunity
can influence this in any positive way.

THE HINDU
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Colombo for sanctions on LTTE
gW The call was against

V.S. Samban

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka on Sunday
called upon the international
community, particularly Nor-
way and the European Union, to
exert more pressure including
“sanctions” on the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
“We expect the EU. to go
ahead with its threatened sanc-
tion, which is the listing of the
LTTE as a terrorist organisation
if the LTTE continues to behave
in this appalling manner and
continues with its wave of vio-
lence and terrorism and contin-

S ioane

LY

the backdrop of the
standoff over the
LTTE's demand for
transportation of its
eastern leaders to
Kilinochchi

ues to offer flimsy excuses for
not coming to Geneva for the
talks,” Palitha Kohona, Secreta-
ry General of the Secretariat for
Co-ordinating the Peace Proc-

nAp

ess, told a press conference on
Sunday. '
The Government’s call was
against the backdrop of the con-
tinued standoff over the LTTE’s
demand for transportation of its
eastern leaders to Kilinochchi.
The rebel-held east and north
is separated by Government ter-
ritory and the LTTE would re-
quire permission to travel
between the two regions.

Continued violence

At least eight persons were
killed and nine injured in sep-
arate incidents in the north-east

p- O

since Saturday. The dead include
five soldiers and three LTTE
cadres, the army spokesman
said.

Chief of Defence Staff Daya
Sandagiri in a statement said
“brutal LTTE violence and ter-
rorism” since December 5 last
year had claimed the lives of 121
security forces personnel. These
include 64 army personnel, 36
sailors of the navy, four airmen
from the air force, 10 policemen
and seven home guards. In addi-
tion, 244 armed service and po-
lice personnel were wounded in
the LTTE violence, he said.
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Tigers not to attend
Geneva peace talks

_ 147 AGENCIES
(zt‘ COLOMBO, APRIL 20
[4

TAMIL Tiger rebels on Thursday
told Norwegian peace envoy Jon
Hanssen-Bauer they are indefinitely
postponing their rescheduled April
24 tatks with the Sri Lankan govern-
ment at Geneva on saving the bat-
tered 2002 ceasefire. No new date has
been announced.

“Until a stable and conducive en-
vironment is created, we will not be
able to attend the talks,” the LTTE’s
Nitharsanam website quoted the
group’s political wing leader SP
Thamilselvan as saying. “Until the
government implements what was
agreed to in Geneva in February, in-
cluding the disarming of para mili-
taries, the violence will not stop.”

Hanssen-Bauer travelled to the
rebel-held Kilinochchi today for taiks
with the Tigers on saving the cease-
fire that has come under renewed
pressure following a surge in vio-
lence. But he failed to secure meet-

YA ¥y
NDIAN CTymrs
LYpre

ings either with President Mahinda
Rajapakse or reclusive Tiger leader
Velupillai Prabhakaran, and some
diplomats increasingly say that nei-
ther side is really serious about mov-
ing the peace process forward.

The Tigers had already said they
were provisionally pulling out of the
talks due to problems in transporting
eastern rebel leaders to a pre-talks
meeting. The government eventually
offered private helicopters to trans-
portrebel commanders, but Thamil-
selvan said this too was unacceptable.

Analysts say that what the Tigers
really want is for the government to
disarm or rein in the Karuna group of
rénegade ex-rebels, who have been
attacking the Tigers in the east. With
Karuna seen strengthening the
army’s hand if war restarts, analysts
say that is extremely unlikely.

Meanwhile, an Army spokesman
said on Thursday that a Tiger rebel
had tried to attack an Army post in
"Trincomalee but was shot and killed

by troops.
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Tiger = .

tantrums o

t should surprise no one that the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam called off its participation in the second

round of the Geneva talks with the Sri Lankan Gov-

ernment. The LTTE is under more international
pressure than at any time before to give substance to the
peace process, It made participation in Geneva I condi-
tional on the Government disarming Karuna, a former
LTTE military commander who has broken away and is a
powerful threat to the organisation in the East. But the
international backers of the four-year-old process made it
clear that the talks could no longer be held hostage to this
issue. The pressure on the Tigers has increased after Cana-
da, home to the largest chunk of the Sri Lankan Tamil
diaspora, banned the group. Fearing it might be forced to
commit itself to a more substantive peace process than
what has gone on until now, the LTTE avoided going to
Switzerland. First it tried escalating the violence in the
North-East. When that did not work, it found a pretext in
the transport arrangements of its cadres. Here is a terrorist
group that expects the state it is fighting to arrange military
helicopters for ferrying its cadres to a pre-talks strategy
meeting, It takes umbrage when that is refused; rejects Sri
Lankan Navy transport; wants to travel in its own boats;
agrees to go by a civilian vessel with an international cease-
fire monitor on board; and then pulls out of the talks on
account of a Navy escort to this vessel.

As the international moniters of the ceasefire and the Sri
Lankan Government have explained, the naval escort was
written into the agreement for the cadres’ journey from
eastern Sri Lanka to the North by the civilian boat. If the
LTTE tantrum is aimed at making the point that it owns the
seas around North-East Sri Lanka, and that it will not
accept the authority of the Sri Lankan Government in these
waters, it is time to reiterate that it has no jurisdiction over
the waters around North-East Sri Lanka. For reasons now
well-known, the Sri Lankan Government ceded to the LTTE
de facto independent control over substantial territory in
the North-East. Getting the peace process to acknowledge a
maritime boundary would complete this picture for the
LTTE. But this can never happen. The international com-
munity will not recognise a terrorist group with boats as a
naval force. In the whole transport drama, the Sri Lankan
Government was well within its rights in reaffirming its
control over the North-East seas. It can be argued that all
the timme and energy expended on this issue could have been
saved had the Government gone by established practice and
provided air transport to the Tigers right at the beginning.
But then the LTTE might have found some other excuse for
not attending the talks. The international community
needs to tighten the screws, making it clear that the extrg-
mist organisationl?s no option but a negotiated politifil

BAN

solution to the conflict within an undivided Sri Lanka.
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Colombo ho
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of talks sch\‘édu”fé

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka on Wednes-
day said it remained hopeful that
the second round of ceasefire
talks in Geneva later this month
would he held. The Govern-
ment’s position is against the
backdrop of the recent spiralling
violence in the north-east and a
stand-off between Colombo and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE).

“As far as the Government is
concerned, we are optimistic
that the talks will go on,” Keheli-
ya Rambukwella, Minister and
Colombo’s recently appointed
spokesperson on the security
situation, told a press confer-
ence on Wednesday.

Commitments

“On the part of the Govern-
ment, we have done everything
possible in order to resolve this
conflict and to keep our commit-
ments fully and totally,” he said.

Norwegian Special Envoy for

2 0 APt TS

the peace process Jon Hanssen-
Bauer held meetings in Colombo
to break the standoff.

He is scheduled to meet
LTTE’s political wing leader S.P.
Tamilselvan in Kilinochchi on
Thursday.

Referring to the stand-off on
the transportation of LTTE
cadres in east and north, Mr.
Rambukwella said Colombo had
agreed to a proposal to permit
the LTTE to fly in “private hel-
icopters.”

On the violence, he said the
Government had exercised “ex-
tra patience” to ensure that the
peace process was not derailed.

Army denies charges:

Military spokesperson Prasad
Samarasinghe denied media re-
ports linking the killing of five
youths in the northern Jaffna
peninsula on Tuesday night to
the security forces. The killing
was reported in the TamilNet
website, which blamed soldiers.
Brig. Samarasinghe denied the
report.
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COLOMBO, April 15. —

Serious  doubts  were
expressed today by Sri
Lanka and Tamil Tigers on
whether the Swiss talks to
save their troubled truce
would take place, as a pow-
erful landmine blast killed
four soldiers and the rebels
cancelled an internal meet
protesting  Navy  ship
escorts to their cadre.

Four soldiers were killed
and 12 others wounded
when the landmine, plani-
ed in a two-wheel hand-
tractor, exploded as a bus
transporting troops went
by at Mundimurippu in the
northern  district  of
Vavuniya. The attack came
hours after troops detected
four powerful Claymore
mines at two locations.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil  Elam  (LTTE)
scrapped an infernal meet-
ing protesting the presence
of a Naval ship escorting
their cadre who were going
by sea to the northern
stronghold of Kilinochi.
The eight-day meeting
between LTTE’s top leader-
ship and field commanders
was earlier described by
the Tigers as crucial for the
Geneva talks, which was
rescheduled yesterday to
24 April by Norwegian
peace brokers.

Slamming the Tigers’s

1 g AR IO

decision to pull out of the
transport agreement, the
head of government’s
Secretariat for
Coordinating the Peace
Process (SCOPP), Mr
Palitha Kohona said:
“There is a serious doubt if
the LTTE wants to go to
Geneva.” He said the
Scandinavian mediators
had planned to transport
the field commanders in a
ferry accompanied by Sri
Lankan naval escorts,
adding the government
imposed no new conditions
or them.

But on their part, the
LTTE said: “We wish to
emphasise that today’s
incident has put into ques-
tion our decision and sub-
sequent efforts to go to
Geneva and that the actions
of the government of Sri
Lanka and Sri Lankan mili-
tary is the reason for this
unfortunate situation.”

In a statement, the Tigers
said, “excessive interfer-
ence” by Navy in their
commanders’  transport
was in total contradiction
to prior "agreement with
truce monitors.

“These have angered and
disappointed our leader-
ship and... made it impossi-
ble for our leadership to
meet and discuss issues
prior to the Geneva talks,”
they said.

Mr Kohcna, however,

-ﬁéa&k@\/

said the Naval escort was
not a condition imposed by
Colombo, but part of the
deal the Tigers themselves
had agreed with the
Scandinavian truce nioni-
tors.

The top Colombo official,
who suggested that Tigers
may not go fo Geneva,
added that the government
was keen to g0 ahead with
the negotiations.

He said there had been
“great provocation” by the
Tigers by escalating attacks
against government forces
and civilians in the past
week, yet Colombo agreed
to 20 to Geneva fo talk.

The military found four
powerful Claymore mines
in the island’s north and
the east and arrested one
man who had set up one set
of bombs in the north.

Curfew was lifted, mean-
while, in the north-eastern
port town of Trincomalee
after three people werc
killed in mob violence
overnight. The new dates
for Geneva talks is five days
later than originally sched-
uled and has been short-
ened to two days instead of
three as was earlier
planned.

After the new dates were
announced, the rebels had
said they wanted more time
to discuss security situation
in the island’s resfive cast

with field commany
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13 killed in blasts,

/

arson in Sri Lanka "

Colombo blames LTTE for spi?é;iiinq violence in north-east

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: At least 13 persons
were killed and 40 others in-
jured in a string of bombings and
arson in Sri Lanka’s eastern
Trincomalee district on
Wednesday. Police curfew has
been clamped in the ethnically-
mixed, sensitive eastern town.
With Wednesday’s killings, the
death toll in the north-east since
last week’s spurt in violence rose
to 35. Wednesday started on a
bloody note when a police bus
was trapped in a claymore mine
set by LTTE cadres in the out-
skirts of Trincomalee town, the
army said. At least two police-
men were killed and two others
injured in this blast.

Later on Wednesday after-
noon, a powerful improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) set off by
“the LTTE” outside a vegetable
market killed at least five others,
the Army said. This was followed
by mob violence in which shops,

ADF 2078

including those belonging to Ta-
mils and Muslims were torched,
killing six others, preliminary
reports from Trincomalee said.

Trincomalee has a near-equal
mix of Sri Lanka’s three main
ethnicities — Sinhalese, Tamils
and Muslims.

The security forces confirmed
the death of a soldier in the IED
explosion outside the market
but said they had “no informa-
tion” about the civilian deaths in
the bombing. The 11 persons
killed in the market bombing
and the subsequent arson in-
cluded a child, four women and
six men, reports reaching Col-
ombo said.

Attack condemned

India and the U.S. have con-
demned the recent escalation in
violence. Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse on Wednes-
day evening discussed the pre-
sent situation with Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and

THE HINCU

over telephone.

The U.S. condemned the “re-
cent terrorist attacks of the
LTTE against the armed forces
of Sri Lanka.”

It called upon the LTTE to
cease the violent attacks and to
return to the ceasefire imple-
mentation talks.

“The U.S. commends the con-
tinued restraint of the Govern-
ment in the face of these
provocations,” a statement by
the U.S. embassy in Colombo
said. Mr. Rajapakse on Wednes-
day deputed two Ministers and a
group of officials to inquire into
the Trincomalee incidents and
submit a report.

At a media briefing on
Wednesday, senior Cabinet
Minister Keheliya Rambukwella
said the recent incidents were a
“manifestation of the thinking of
the LTTE and a clear indication
that they reject” the call by the
international community to
abandon violence.
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Teaching dissidence
w“‘j\}\ to LTTE ¢+"

fter four agonising years, the Sri Lankan peace

process has boiled down to a single issue that has
L nothing to do with the rights of Tamils. It is the

survival of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
which has centre-staged the bizarre demand that the Sri
Lankan Government should guarantee its welfare by dis-
arming Karuna, the breakaway LTTE leader. Immediately
after the March 2004 rebellion, the LTTE declared it to be
an “internal matter,” which it would resolve on its own.
Facilitator Norway, the ceasefire monitors, and the Sri
Lankan Government all stood by, as the Vanni leadership
launched a mini-war against the Karuna faction in eastern
Sri Lanka. Unable to quell the revolt, V. Prabakaran’s orga-
nisation has since changed tack — and made the “internal
matter” the responsibility of the Government. This was the
burden of the Tiger song at the Geneva taltks in February, the
first time the former combatants met after 2003. The issue
could determine whether the next round of talks, scheduled
for April 19, will be held at all. That Norway and the in-
ternational ceasefire monitors parrot the LTTE’s demand
on this issue is deplorable. For a start, such a stance in-
sinuates that the Sri Lankan Government maintains and
supports the Karuna faction. The outgoing head of the cea-
sefire monitors, Hagrup Haukland, has conceded in a recent
interview to a Sri Lankan newspaper that there is no evi-
dence to back such an assumption. The ceasefire monitors
need to be reminded that the ‘absence of evidence’ is the
ostensible reason for their reluctance to hold the LTTE
responsible for outrageous ceasefire violations, notably the
killings of political opponents as well as Sri Lankan soldiers
and sailors. ‘

When the ceasefire was signed in February 2002, the
clause obliging the Government to disarm “paramilitaries”
referred exclusively — and one-sidedly — to members of
Tamil political parties opposed to the LTTE who carried
weapons for their own protection against a killer orga-
nisation. The Government disarmed them by the stipulated
deadline. The Karuna revolt was a later development, an
outcome of the LTTE leadership’s internal contradictions.
The charge that the Government is in violation of the cease-
fire by not disarming Karuna is completely over the top. In
any case, why should the Government help a terrorist group
set its house in order? The LTTE is determined to carve up
Sri Lanka to form a separate Eelam; and there is no basis for
its claim of being the ‘sole representative’ of Sri Lankan
Tamils. Karuna’s existence and flourishing mock the LTTE
case for dividing the country. It helps, however inadequate-
ly, the case of thousands of Sri Lankan Tamils who do not
accept either the LTTE’s secessionist programme and mur-
derous ways or its hegemonic claim. There is no reason for
the Sri Lankan Government to be apologetic about Karuna.
It is time the LTTE learnt that dissidence is an integral and
inescapable part of democratic politics.

/
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Rajapakse’s party sweeps polls vy

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: The ruling United Peo-
ple’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA)
on Friday swept the elections to
266 local bodies held on March
30. But its key ally, the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
managed just one victory.

The UPFA won 216 of the 254
local bodies. The main Opposi-
tion party, the United National
Party (UNP) finished a distant
second with 30 followed by the
Tamil National Alliance’s five.

The significance of the polls is
that it considerably strengthens
President Mahinda Rajapakse in
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his approach to the peace nego-
tiations. The JVP and the all-
Buddhist clergy Jathika Hela
Urumaya (JHU) brought consid-
erable pressure on Mr. Raja-
pakse by demanding the
“immediate ouster” of Norway
as the facilitator.

The results will have a sober-
ing effect on the shrill rhetoric
that had clouded the negotia-

cor vl

ons process. “The Sri L
electorate has reaffirmed its
moderate position on the ethnic
conflict, through this verdict,”
Jayadeva Uyangoda, Professor
of Political Science, University
of Colombo, told The Hindu.
“The JVP and JHU may now
find it difficult to pressurise the
President to follow a hardline
approach.” One of the reasons
for the JVP’s rout, he said, was
that they claimed they were
“better equipped” to govern ru-
ral areas. “The Sri Lankan elec-

torate does not see the as
mature enough to govetn their
lives,” he said.
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SRI LANKAN President Mahinda Rajapak-
sa's visit to Pakistan, beginning on Friday,
has an important message for India, political
observers here say.

Informed sources say that one of the main
aims of Rajapaksa's visit was to send a mes-
sage to India: that if it did not help Sri Lan-
ka militarily, the latter might approach Pak-
istan for help.

The power vacuum in Sri Lanka would be
filled by Pakistan. "Will India want it?".
That's is a question Sri Lankans ask.

Sri Lanka's move is expected to set New
Delhi wondering if it is doing the right thing
by postponing a decision on signing a De-
fence Cooperation Agreement with Sri Lan-
ka, and not moving boldly on aiding the re-
construction and modernisation of the
Jaffna’s Palaly airbase.

P K Balachandran
Colombo, March 31
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The 80-memb\e¥ c&legation accompanying
Rajapaksa has top representatives of the de-
fence, finance and trade ministries.

The aim is to secure defence as well as eco-
nomic cooperation.

Sri Lanka greatly values its defence ties
with Pakistan. The most widely cited reason
for this is the militarily help which Pakistan
gave when the LTTE was about to overrun
Jaffnha in 2000.

The multi-barrel rocket launchers, which
Pakistan sold to Sri Lanka, are thought to
have played an invaluable role in sending the
Tigers packing to their bases in the Wanni.

Because India and the West could not sell
arms to Sri Lanka for political or humani-
tarian reasons, Sri Lanka had no option but
to look to Pakistan, China and the open in-
ternational market for its military needs.

Pakistan has been selling small arma-
ments to Sri Lanka for a long time, besides
training its military officers.

ilitary help from Pak

Musharraf’s advice

ﬁ‘ PAKISTANI PRESIDENT
il General Pervez
Musharraf has cau-
tioned Sri Lankan
leaders against too
much reliance on mili-
tary might to bring an
end to the ethnic con-
¥ flictin the island. In
an interview to the
state-owned Daily
News, Musharraf said
a country's armed
forces could not be
expected to solve political conflicts. They
could only help political leaderships "buy
time" to settle conflicts, he said.

HTC, Colombo




Rajapaksa seen in
peacemaker’s role

P K Balachandran W } '/L"

Colombo, March 16

AN OVERWHELMING majority
of Sinhalas, the dominant com-
munity in Sri Lanka, think that
President Mahinda Rajapaksa is
committed to a negotiated settle-
ment of the ethnic conflict, and
that he has the strength to bring
it about, according to a survey
conducted by the Centre for Poli-
cy Alternatives (CPA).

Around 87 per cent said that
Rajapaksa had the strength to
take the peace process forward
and 80 per cent said that he was
committed to finding peace
through talks.

The survey, conducted by
Pradeep Peiris, head of the So-
cial Indicators section of the
CPA, found that 95 per cent were
of the view that the government
and the LTTE should go in for a
negotiated settlement, instead of
letting the current stalemate
continue indefinitely.

The survey was conducted
from February 17 to March 3
among 1300 respondents in the is-
land excluding the Tamil-speak-
ing North Eastern Province
which is disturbed because of
the armed ethnic conflict.

Since September 2005, there
has been a 10 per cent increase in
people who say that a “no-war,
no-peace” scenario is not good
and that the government and the
LTTE should start talking about

Mahinda Ilajapaksa
Man of peace

Around 87 per cent said
that Rajapaksa had the
strength to take the peace
process forward and
80 per cent said that he was
committed to finding peace
through talks

a permanent solution.

The survey finds that the ru-
ral Sinhalas are more strongly in
favour of a negotiated settle-
ment as compared to the urban
Sinhalas.
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espite the war of words that has erupted between

the Sri Lankan Government and the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam following the Geneva talks,

the danger of a real war — at the brink of which Sri
Lanka was teetering just a few weeks ago — has receded, at
least for now. Each side, propelled by its own political
compulsions, has projected the February 22-23 interaction
as a victory. The Government, which went to the Swiss’
capital hoping to press for amendments to the February
2002 ceasefire agreement in order to curb the LTTE’s free
run in the North-East, returned saying that it had achieved
this. Although the ceasefire document did not come up for
re-negotiation, the Government’s legal expert said the com-
mitments made by the two sides at Geneva were new and
thus amounted to amendments. The LTTE that was em-
phatic before going to the talks that it wanted no amend-
ments but only a “full implementation” of the ceasefire
agreement now said it had had its way and warned that the
Government’s interpretation would “seriously undermine”
the peace process. The truth lies somewhere in between.
Urgently working to save the ceasefire, Norway, the facil-
itator, appears to have stitched together the issues that both
sides brought to the table. The result: a joint statement
reiterating the validity of the ceasefire agreement and out-
lining commitments in language ambiguous enough to be
interpreted either as something new or as nothing more
than a narration of what the February 2002 document
contained. .

The two sides are due to meet again in April. Whether they
actually will depends mostly on the LTTE, which has made
its participation in further rounds conditional oft the Gov-
ernment disarming the Karuna-led rebels. In the last two
years, the LTTE’s forimer eastern comrmander Has emerged
as the biggest threat to Velupillai Prabakaran; he has staged
numerous attacks against the LTTE in its own territory,
taking out several top cadres of the group in the process. The
Sri Lankan Government has consistently denied having any-
thing to do with Karuna. In any case, why would it strength-
en the Tigers by doing what they cannot do? That it was keen
to avoid a confrontation on this issue at the talks, yet not tie
itself up in a tricky promise is evident from the ambiguity of
its commitment “to ensure that no armed group or person
other than government security forces will carry arms or
conduct armed operations.” The killing of two LTTE cadres
just days after the talks shows the difficulties that lie ahead.
By averting a war that seemed imminent, the Geneva talks
have given President Mahinda Rajapakse an opportunity to
consolidate himself politically ahead of local government
elections. Commendably, he is also using this time to build a
democratic consensus among the Sinhalese majority on how
to take the peace process forward. With the Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna reopening the issue of Norway’s continuance
as a facilitator, and the LTTE threatening to renew its
struggle for Eelam, the road ahead will be bumpy.
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Rhetoric clouds peace process in Sri Lanka

V.S. Sambandan

EBILITATING RHETORIC has been

the bane of peace processes in Sri

Lanka. Close on the heels of last

month’s Geneva talks between the
Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, an already fluid situation has been fur-
ther complicated by a rash of statements. This
has raised doubts over the continuation of the
negotiations. Broadly, the current rhetoric has
three strands — all emanating from post-Geneva
developments, after the Government and the
Tigers committed themselves to “respect and
uphold” a tottering ceasefire agreement. They
also reflect entrenched positions of hardliners at
the two ends of Sri Lanka’s political spectrum:
those of the Sinhala majoritarian-unitarists and
the Tamil separatists.

The ink on the Geneva statement of February
23 had hardly dried when the first salvo was fired
by a member of the Government’s negotiating
team, H.L. de Silva — a leading lawyer widely
known in Sri Lanka from his characterisation of
“federalism” as “a beguiling serpent.” The Gene-
va statement, he contended, reflected an
“amendment” in the ceasefire agreement. The
LTTE disagreed. Its chief negotiator, Anton S.
Balasingham, dismissed the interpretation as
“ridiculous” and one that was aimed at “appeas-
ing Sinhala hardliners.”

Following up on the “amendment” contro-
versy, the unitarist Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) and the majoritarian Jathika Hela Uru-
maya (JHU) turned the heat on when they publi-
cly distanced themselves from the Geneva
statement. The JHU said it was not happy with
the explanation that the ceasefire agreement
was “amended” and wanted specific changes to
the document. The JVP, for its part, said it wel-
comed the Geneva talks and the Government’s

CARTOONSCAPE

Negotiations to resolve the ethnic conflict have
again run into trouble with both the Sinhala

and Tamil camps taking increasingly
confrontationist positions.

position at the inaugural — that the ceasefire
agreement was unconstitutional. The sting,
however, was in the tail with the JVP taking the
view that the Government in committing itself
to “respect and uphold” the ceasefire agreement
was contradicting its own stated position.

The second bone of contention was raised by
the JVP when it wanted the facilitator, Norway,
to be sent packing as it had “compromised Sri
Lanka’s sovereignty.” Almost simultaneously
the LTTE declared it had “no faith” in the Gene-
va talks.

The rhetoric can be viewed from two perspec-
tives. Behind the cacophony of voices lie some
critical issues that are central to the peace proc-
ess. Viewed from one perspective the upsurge of
rhetoric is also a manifestation of deeper con-
cerns that are the political raison d’etre of the
parties that raise them.

From the Government’s perspective, the
“amendment” argument was seen as a way of
balancing out its own set of contradictions. One
of the long-held positions of the ruling Sri Lanka
Freedom Party was that the ceasefire agreement
was a “violation of the constitution” and that its
“lop-sided” nature favoured the LTTE. In addi-
tion, President Mahinda Rajapakse’s electoral
allies, the JVP and the JHU want a review of the
agreement. Thus the Government’s Geneva
commitment to “respect and uphold” the docu-
ment raises political issues. It is against that
backdrop that the “amendment” argument was

0
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put forward. However, this failed to serve its
intended purpose with the JHU declaring that
post-Geneva statement could not be construed
as an amendment.

The JVP, which sees itself as a ruling party in
waiting, has even deeper political and electoral
concerns. In its own way, the current ruling
coalition is also one in which there is a jostling
for space between two left-of-centre parties —
the SLFP and the JVP. If the latter is to hold its
base and further expand its electoral gains in a
prospective poll, it needs a rallying point. This
rallying point, now, is the conflict resolution
process. While there is a broad agreement on the
need to avoid a full-blown military offensive,
different perspectives on the approach to con-
flict resolution could well provide room for po-
litical machinations.

The current rhetoric is also to be viewed
against the island-wide election to local bodies
scheduled for March 30. A critical aspect will be
how the JVP and the SLFP define their space
within the ruling coalition.

A repetition

The JVP’s current high pitch on Norway’s role
is by and large a repetition of what happened
during the Indian involvement in Sri Lanka’s
peace process in the 1980s. In striving to catch
the popular imagination, the SLFP and the Unit-
ed Nationa] Party and the JVP had competed to
criticise New Delhi’s role. This time, however,

RETIRE?
LoRY SHoulD I
oNE GooP KNOK
AND T WILL
REGAIN MY
PAST GLORY.

the opposition to Norway appears largely re-
stricted to the JVP and the JHU. The conse-
quences of the opposition to the Indian
involvement are now there for the then oppo-
nents to see.

Needless to say, the LTTE'’s. overseas travel
and its frequent interaction with the diaspora,
while remaining steadfast in its separatist goal,
are bound to raise concerns within Sri Lanka.
That the LTTE visited Oslo immediately after
the Geneva talks is the latest provocation for the
JVP to revive its ‘oust Norway’ call.

What opponents of Norwegian facilitation
need to introspect on is: where does rhetoric end
and how do they get genuine concerns on board?
Much of the onus lies on President Rajapakse
who has now been vested with the leadership of
the peace process. Sooner or later, the President
will have to lay his cards on the table vis-a-visa
long-term solution to the conflict. His prede-
cessors at the helm of the peace process in the
recent past, President Chandrika Kumaratunga
and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, did
so and made their contribution. If Ms. Kum-
aratunga’s devolution package brought federal-
ism on the public agenda, Mr. Wickremesinghe's
ceasefire agreement temporarily halted the
LTTE’s war machine, resulting in its biggest-
ever internal revolt. The current shrill political
rhetoric is also a testing moment for these con-
tributions brought in by Ms. Kumaratunga and
Mr. Wickremesinghe.

One of the constraints on Mr. Rajapakse's
approach to the conflict resolution process is his
electoral pact signed with the JVP and the JHU
in which he promised to “preserve and main-
tain” the unitary state. The strategies Mr. Raja-
pakse adopts, if at all, to overcome this will be a
critical factor for a non-unitary solution to be
put forward. Needless to say, the international-
isation of the peace process has meant that for
the government to be seen as credible, it will
have to step outside the confines of unitarism in
offering to share power with the Tamils.

If the domestic polity is the main audience for
the Sinhala unitarists, the international players
in the peace process and the Tamil diaspora are
the main target of the LTTE. Its latest assertion
that it does not have any faith in the Geneva talks
is as much a dampener on the peace efforts as it
is fuel for the southern hardliners. Evidently one
of the underpinnings of the LTTE'’s approach to
peace talks — not just the current one, but even
those preceding it — was to create a disjoint
between successive negotiation processes. This
serves the purpose of delaying addressing the
core issues of the conflict resolution process. For
instance, forgotten now is the commitment
made in Oslo in December 2002 on an agree-
ment between a unitarist Sri Lankan state and a
secessionist LTTE to “explore federal options”
for a solution within a united Sri Lanka.

Its latest rhetoric — that it does not nurse any
faith in talks and that it is prepared to face a
military offensive if required — are familiar
strains from the past. However, in the current
setting, with elections to the Tamil Nadu Legis-
lative Assembly scheduled in May, and the
emerging re-alignment of the State’s politics, the
LTTE could well be looking for a downturn in
the peace efforts in the hope of securing further
leverage from across the Palk Strait.

In effect, therefore, the two extremities of
Sinhala and Tamil nationalism continue to feed
each other, repeating a familiar pattern from the
past. Herein also is the blurring of boundaries
between rhetoric and serious issues. The timing
of the latest rhetoric foretells an upping of the
ante by both parties in the run-up to the second
round of direct talks in Geneva between April 19
and 21. The lowering of the enervating rhetoric is
a critical ingredient for peace in Sri Lanka.
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Peace holds in Sri Lanka, for the time being

V.S. Sambandan

14

OLITICS,” CHAIRMAN Mao fa-
mously said in 1938, “is war without
bloodshed while war is politics with
bloodshed.” Sri Lanka’s latest poli-
tics of war and peace was set in an Alpine cha-
teau in Switzerland, where the Government and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam ended yet
another round of direct talks on Thursday.

The Geneva talks, which coincided with the
fourth anniversary of the ceasefire agreement
(CFA), were more about politics than the imme-
diate prospects of conflict resolution. The main
outcome — the two sides will meet again in
Geneva in April — is that the prospect of the
island relapsing into war has seemingly waned,
momentarily. In effect, it represents the contin-
uation of the holding operation.

Norwegian facilitator Erik Sotheim’s declara-
tion announced no major breakthrough. None
was expected either. The commitments fall un-
der two categories: those jointly made by the
Government and the LTTE and those specific to
each party, By themselves, the commitments do
not foretell a big change in the near-term. Itisin
the minutiae of the CFA that there are clauses of
concern in the medium and long terms that
could determine the nature of post-conflict
northeastern Sri Lanka.

The joint commitments include “respecting
and upholding the ceasefire agreement” and tak-
ing “all necessary measures to ensure that there
will be no intimidation, acts of violence, ab-
ductions or killings.”

The LTTE has committed itself to taking “all
necessary measures to ensure that there will be
no acts of violence against the security forces
and police.” Colombo will “take all necessary

CARTOONSCAPE

The Geneva talks represent a small,

hesitant step away from a relapse into war.
It is critical for Colombo and the LTTE to

remain engaged.

measures in accordance with the CFA to ensure
that no armed group or person other than [the]
government security forces will carry arms or
conduct armed operations.” To a large extent,
these outcomes conformed to the expectation in
the run-up to the two-day talks.

Implementation the key

Inasmuch as the talks were consistent with
the razor-thin agenda of discussingimplementa-
tion issues, the spirit with which the outcomes
are implemented will hold the key to the contin-
ued status of a “negative peace.” At a broad level,
the implication of the Geneva commitments is
that they could help in Sri Lanka staying the CFA
course, which has translated into the longest
period of non-fighting between the state and the
rebels. Much of how the situation evolves will,
however, depend on how close they stay to the
Geneva commitments.

Any “euphoria” over the “success” in Geneva
is best tempered with a reality check. The talks
and their outcome conform to certain patterns
in the continual tragic dynamics of war and
peace in Sri Lanka.

Asin the past, the LTTE bombed its way to the
negotiating table. The sharp escalation in vio-
lence since early December last and the implied
threat of pushing Sri Lanka over the edge were in
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tune with its carefully nurtured image — it would
not do business with the state from a position of
weakness. The Tigers’ main demand at Geneva —
that “paramilitaries” be disarmed — conforms to
a well-reasoned conclusion that conflict resolu-
tion issues will take the backseat as long as the
LTTE’s immediate issue is not settled.

In the current context, it is the rebellion by its
former special commander for Batticaloa-Am-
parai, V. Muralitharan (‘Col.’ Karuna). What was
inifially termed an “internal issue” of the Tigers
becathe embarrassingly difficult for the LTTE to
accept as a continued challenge. It has, there-
fore, clubbed other former militant groups and a
nascent Muslim group with the “Karuna group”
and wants the Government to disarm them.

From Colombo’s perspective, the CFA talks
will help President Mahinda Rajapakse’s Gov-
ernment move towards an image makeover. In-
ternationally, Mr. Rajapakse is seen more
through the prism of his main allies in the Presi-
dential poll — the unitarist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) and the hardline Jathika Hela
Urumaya (JHU).

The ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP),
which criticised the CFA, when it was signed by
the then Prime MiniSter, Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, and LTTE chief V. Prabakaran, also made
its point at Geneva. It maintained that the CFA

was unconstitutional and outside the law, but
reiterated its commitment to “respect and up-
hold” the document. By doing so, it has kept
open the slim possibility of reverting to its origi-
nal position that the CFA should be “reviewed.”
However, as a review of the document will de-
pend on the consent of both the Government
and the LTTE, the possibility has not yet pre-
sented itself. The broad endorsement by both
sides of the CFA points to the necessity of the
document in the current context. )

What then are the prospects for peace? The
answer lies in how the Geneva commitments are
adhered fo. The Government and the LTTE
could differ on the spirit behind their commit-
ments. It is here key domestic and international
dynamics come into play.

The military space gained from Geneva gives
the LTTE time to “neutralise” its most serious
internal challenge posed by Col. Karuna's rebel-
lion. At alarger domestic level, much will depend
on how Mr. Rajapakse convinces his hardline
allies on the need to stay the CFA course. The
entrenchment of the CFA in its present form
could weigh in favour of the LTTE in its control
over land territory — an outstanding issue for
the rebels being the right to sea passage.

The timing of the next round of Geneva talks
is significant. With elections to the Tamil Nadu
Assembly coming around the same time, how
the LTTE plays its cards could be linked to this
critical external dynamic.

A pattern

The current talks are different from the six
rounds held between September 2002 and
March 2003. Seasoned negotiators point to a
particular pattern in the past. The LTTE veers
away from the track when a convergence of
views between the two sides for a solution within
a united Sri Lanka seems possible. The pullout
from talks is invariably followed by a period of
strain — in all instances save the latest one,
outright war - after which negotiations restart.

This has been the pattern through the Indo-
Sri Lanka Agreement, the Premadasa parleys,
the Kumaratunga devolution debates and the
Wickremesinghe peace talks. As the Rajapakse
Government starts its peace talks, it is also crit-
ical that there is continuity in the key political
concepts of the Kumaratunga-Wickremesinghe
peace talks.

If Ms. Kumaratunga’s Government set the
stage for far seeking devolution of political pow-
ers, Mr. Wickremesinghe’s administration suc-
cessfully managed a commitment from the state
and the LTTE to “explore federal models” for
conflict resolution within a united Sri Lanka. Mr.
Rajapakse, through his “practical measures,”
hopes to bring about a solution to the decades-
long ethnic conflict. In doing so, it is critical to
factor in the succedses from the past and utilise
the institutional knowledge that is available
within Sri Lanka’s political and administrative
machinery.

The Geneva talks represent a small, hesitant
step away from a relapse into war. Rather than
count hits and misses, what is important is to set
the Geneva developments against the larger pro-
spects for peace, and more critically, the nature
of the evolving peace. The one consistency in Sri
Lanka's elusive search for peace is the recog-
nition that a solution lies in politics — war with-
out bloodshed.

‘While it is critical that this political engage-
ment process between the Government and the

LTTE should continue, it is equally important
that the long-term gaze remains set on a lasting
political solution that will bring decades of
bloodshed to an end in which all its people share
a common hation-state with dignity.
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Geneva: pact to
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Sri Lanka, LTTE to meet agatn in April
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COLOMBO: The Geneva round of
direct talks between the Sri
Lankan. Government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) concluded on
Thursday with a commitment
by both parties to “respect and
uphold” the ceasefire agree-
ment (CFA).

The two sides also decided to
meet again in Geneva between
April 19 and 21. According to
reports, the LTTE has linked
the April session to progress in

implementing the Geneva
promises.
Four commitments

The outcome from the round
comprises four commitments
— two of which are jointly by
Colombo and the LTTE. In ad-
dition to the ceasefire agree-
ment, both sides would take “all
necessary measures to ensure
that there will be no intimida-
tion, acts of violence, abduc-
tions or killings”.

“The LTTE is committed to
taking all necessary measures
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to ensure that there will be ho
acts of violence against the se-
curity forces and police,” while
Colombo would take “all neces-
sary measures” to prevent the !
working of “armed groups” —an
obvious reference to the LTTE’s
main demand that “paramili-
taries” be disarmed.

The two sides interpreted the
agreement to meet again as a
headway in the efforts to revive
the peace negotiations. While
the Government delegation ex-
pressed its satisfaction, LTTE’s
chief negotiator Anton S. Bala-
singham described it a “diplo-
matic victory” for the Tigers.

The LTTE’s main demand in
fact delayed the announcement
of the joint statement after the
talks. No official reason was giv-
en for the delay, but according
to sources, the Government ob-
jected to the use of the word
“paramilitary” to refer to the
armed groups. The statement
said Colombo would ensure
that “that no armed group or
person other than Government
security forces will carry arms
or conduct armed operations,”

s
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Celigny (Switzerland)/ Colo-
mbo: Sri Lanka’s government
and Tamil-Tiger rebels ended
talks here on Thursday with a
pledge to halt Kkillings and
agreed to meet again in April to
thrash out thorny issues.

The warring parties were
locked in intense negotiations
for two days at this Swiss vil-
lage in a bid to save their four-
year-old truce which came un-
der renewed pressure following

a spike in violence in December.

Norwegian peacebroker Erik
Solheim—told reporters that
both sides, who negotiated be-
hind closed doors, had agreed to
meet here again from April 19
to 21 to continue their dialogue.

“I'm happy to announce that
the parties have agreed to dis-
cuss the ceasefire agreement,”
said Solheim, referring to a
fragile accord reached in Feb-
ruary 2002. Solheim said the
two parties, meeting for the
first time in three years, had
built mutual confidence during
the talks. But, they held sepa-
rate press conferences, deviat-
ing from the earlier practice of
facing the media together.

The meeting fell short of its
stated goal of taking practical

The Lankan
govt and the

again in April
to discuss the
cease-fire

give
chance

steps toward strengthening the
cease-fire.

But negotiators from the
Lankan government and the
rebel Liberation Tigers . of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) did issue a
joint statement in which they
pledged to try to halt the vio-
lence which has sent the cease-
fire deal of 2002 off track.

“The government of Sri Lan-
ka and the LTTE are committed
to taking all necessary meas-
ures to ensure that
there will be no in-
timidation, acts of
violence, abductions

or Kkillings,” the

rebel Tigers said. v
have decided ;I‘Shi ept saa:)temertlt
. w wn to

that the_re will just a few sentences,
be no violence unlike the more de-
. tailed documents
till they meet which emerged from

previous rounds be-
fore talks were bro-
ken off in 2003.

“There are com-
promises made by
both sides,” the LTTE’s chief
negotiator Anton Balasing-
ham told reporters. However,
neither he nor the govern-
ment’s spokesmen spelt out the
measures they promised each
other to scale down the violence
in the island.

“We can’t give details, but we
can only assure you that the
LTTE leadership will give strict
instructions to local area com-
manders that there will be no
acts of violence against the se-
curity forces or any other,” Bal-
asingham said.

Colombo’s chief negotiator
Nimal Siripala de Silva said the
government saw Thursday’s
outcome as positive and as help-
ing to build confidence ahead of
the next negotiations. agencies
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COLOMBO: The Sri Lankan Government
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) commenced in Geneva on
Wednegday their two-day direct talks on
implementation issues of the four-year
old ceasefire agreement (CFA).

The two delegations took distinct and
sharply opposed positions in their open-
ing speeches. Colombo’s chief negotia-
tor, Nimal Siripala de Silva, proposed to
“rectify certain grave anomalies” in the
CFA. His counterpart from the LTTE,
Anton S. Balasingham, put forward his
organisation’s main demand — disarm-
ing of paramilitaries — and wanted the
talks to explore “ways and means to sta-
bilise and strengthen the CFA.”

The two sides saw the CFA as critical
to continued peace. Expressing the Gov-
ernment’s “strong determination and
desire to preserve the ceasefire,” Mr. de
Silva said “we also consider the CFA as
the first step to arrive a negotiated set-
tlement.” He said the CFA entered into
in 2002 was “contrary to Constitution
and law,” and that it was “prejudicial to
the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the Republic of Sri Lanka.”

Mr. Balasingham described the sign-
ing of the CFA four years ago as the
“most constructive achievement of the
Norwegian facilitated peace process.”

The similarities, however were large-
ly limited to these broad endorsements
as the Government and the LTTE out-
lined the violations committed by each
other.

Two key facilitators, Norwegian Min-
ister for International Development
Erik Solheim and Vidar Helgesen, for-
mer Norwegian Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter the Political Affairs and Director in
the Swiss Foreign Ministry, Urs Ziswil-
er, were present during the opening cer-
emony.

Ceasefire undermined

Mr. de Silva said the LTTE had “taken
undue and unfair advantage of the CFA
to strengthen its military capability”
and that the violations had “under-
mined the spirit of the ceasefire and
threatened its termination.” He partic-
ularly criticised the LTTE for the assas-
sination of Lakshman Kadirgamar
saying it was a “demonstration” of the
rebels’ “disregard” for the CFA.

The LTTE’s central theme was the
disarming of paramilitaries. “The exist-
ence of Tamil armed paramilitary
groups is an indisputable fact,” Mr. Bala-
singham said. He named “the Karuna
Group,” three former militant parties —
the EPDP, the PLOTE and g faction of
the EPRLF and a “Muslim garamilitary
group, Jihad group.”




Geneva talks: not much scope for optimism

The limited range of talks between the LTTE
and Colombo does not provide much scope for
optimism that a success at Geneva will translate

V.S. Sambandan

EVERAL ISSUES will be at stake when

the Sri Lankan Government and the Lib-

eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)

meet in Geneva later this month. There
is no reasonable ground for optimism that the
talks will mark a resumption of full-fledged ne-
gotiations on conflict resolution. For, the exer-
cise is restricted to issues of implementation of
the February 2002 ceasefire agreement.

On February 7, the LTTE made its agenda
explicit, stating it “is not prepared to discuss
modifications to the ceasefire agreement or to
push the ceasefire agreement aside and waste
time taiking about [a] political solution.”

As the LTTE has made it evident, the talks are
not about a political solution to the separatist
conflict. They are not even about resuming from
where the last round of engagement broke off —
implementation of the agreements reached in
six rounds of negotiations between September
2002 and March 2003.

Even on the ceasefire agreement, the Geneva
talks are not intended to cover the militarised
conflict in its entirety. Clearly, the purpose is to
stave off war and keep afloat the fragile ceasefire
agreement as it enters its fourth year when the
two sides meet on February 22 and 23.

This leaves them with a razor-thin agenda but
-one which may still have immense prospects for
peace or otherwise in Sri Lanka. Simply put, the
talks mark the short-term desire for continua-
tion of a “negative peace” — a scenario of non-
fighting — rather than a long-term pointer to a
big push towards positive elements of conflict
resolution.

Even within this limited ambit, the Govern-
ment and the LTTE have several issues to bring
to the table. The cumulative figures compiled by

CARTOONSCAPE

into a ready-made recipe for peace.

Ko - 10

the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM)
make it clear that the LTTE’s violations of the
ceasefire agreement far outnumber those by the
Government, A total of 3,471 cases (including 18
assassinations) were ruled violations by the
LTTE, compared to 162 violations by the Gov-
ernment.

The primary issue for the Tigers is the contin-
ued presence of supporters of its former eastern
special commander, V. Muralitharan, (‘Col.’ Ka-
runa) in the eastern Batticaloa district. By all
indications, their main talking point will be im-
plementation of clause 1.8 of the February 2002
ceasefire agreement, on the issue of “T'amil para-
militaries.”

The clause reads: “1.8 Tamil paramilitary
groups shall be disarmed by the GOSL by D-day +
30 at the latest. The GOSL shall offer to integrate
individuals in these units under the command
and disciplinary structure of the GOSL armed
forces for service away from the northern and
eastern provinces.”

Herein lies a fundamental difference in the
Government and LTTE perspectives. For the
LTTE, the emergence of Karuna and his sup-
porters in Batticaloa has questioned its claim to
being the “sole representative” of the island’s
Tamils. Hence its call that the Government
should “disarm Tamil paramilitaries,” invoking

Do LKA
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a clause in the agreement.

Significantly, the Karuna factor has also
eclipsed the long-standing LTTE demand that
the northern High Security Zones be reduced.
Though the ceasefire agreement touches on the
northern issue, the LTTE has not yet pitch-
forked it into the current public debate. This
downplaying, however, does not mean the issue
has been forgotten. At the most, it has been
deferred.

From the Government’s perspective, the issue
of Tamil paramilitaries is non-existent in the
current context. The LTTE’s rebellion, it is con-
tended, was a post-ceasefire development. Col-
ombo also says the paramilitaries who were in
operation when the ceasefire agreement was
signed have been disarmed. In another dimen-
sion to the southern perspective, there is a view
that the LTTE, which initially described the re-
bellion by ‘Col.’ Karuna as an “internal matter,”
is now bringing it into the public domain as it is
unable to contain it.

For the Government, one main issue is the
continued killing by the LTTE. One key change
in the ground situation since the ceasefire agree-
ment is that the Army’s Long Rangers — a deep
penetration unit deployed to take on LTTE tar-
gets inside rebel-held areas before 2002 — have
been eliminated. Since 2002 intelligence offi-

Surevdza,

cials and operatives have been killed, including
those in the higher echelons of the state appara-
tus. Then came the assassination of Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar. In several
ways, the assassination by a suspected LTTE
sniper catalysed the international opinion.

Following the election of Mahinda Rajapakse
as President, the sudden spurt in killings in the
north and east Sri Lanka had its own dynamic, If
provocation was the Tigers’ motive, it failed. Not
even the suicide attack on a naval fast attack
craft pushed the fragile truce over the edge. The
Geneva talks could hence be construed as a hold-
ing operation.

It is within this that the Government and the
LTTE appear set to make their moves to ward off
the threat of war. The talks also provide the
setting for a round of propaganda manoeuvres,
particularly by the LTTE.

The talks are taking place when the European
Union is actively considering the formal listing
of the LTTE as a terrorist organisation. On the
heels of the assassination of Kadirgamar, the
E.U. said LTTE delegations would not be wel-
come in its capitals. This, to a large extent, ex-
plained the LTTE’s insistence that the talks
commence in Oslo. Now that Geneva has
emerged as the agreed venue, indications are the
Tigers will utilise the meeting to engage both the
Tamil diaspora and the international audience
during their visit to Switzerland.

Expanded delegation

Symbolically, the LTTE has presented an ex-
panded delegation to Geneva, consisting of the
head of its ‘Police force,” its new eastern lead-
ership and, more critically, its northern military
commander. The sub-text of the composition of
the LTTE’s negotiating team is that it represents
a statement of a “de facto state” being run by the
Tigers.

The Government delegation is to be led by
Health Minister Nimal Siripala de Silva. Its team
does not have experienced political negotiators.

~ To overcome this limitation, the Government

has embarked upon serious background prep-
aration for the negotiators. However, at the ne-
gotiating table, what would matter are the
personal chemistry of the negotiators and their
ability to make their points with telling effect.

For instance, while the LTTE has said Clause
1.8 would be its main talking point, there is little
mention by the Government of the serious skew
in the violations of the ceasefire agreement.

The unfolding political developments — both
within Sri Lanka and abroad, particularly in In-
dia — are critical factors that run alongside the
Geneva talks. The island-wide local bodies elec-
tions to be held in a couple of months will
emerge as a reality check for the main political
parties.

A key difficulty for Mr. Rajapakse is his in-
ternational image trap. Elected to office with the
backing of the unitarist Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna (JVP) and the majoritarian-hardline Jath-
ika Hela Urumaya (JHU), his intentions are
under a cloud in the international community,
which strongly advocates power sharing, Against
that backdrop, the manner in which the ruling
party strikes its equations with the JVP and the
JHU for the local bodies elections will be a point-
er to the future.

The LTTE will also watch the coming Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections to further its external
propaganda and leverage. These emerging do-
mestic and international democratic exercises
give the LTTE the required breathing space to
attempt, yet again, an image makeover.

The narrow focus of the Geneva talks will
confine the negotiations to the points the LTTE
is keen on securing. It could run the risk of
glossing over other critical aspects of the cease-
fire agreement.

The limited range of the talks does not provide
much scope for optimism that a success at Gene-
va will translate into a ready-made recipe for
peace. A failure, however, would push Sri Lanka
back to its increasingly familiar situation of be-
ing a nation that is frequently on the brink.
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The LTTE, without engaging in direct confrontation with the government forces,

has evolved a new strategy of fighting a proxy war

EACE process in Sri

nka has come to a

standstill. The Tamil ma-

jority North-East is fast
becoming a battlefield in

what seems more and more like
an undeclared civil war. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
fighting for a secparate state for
the linguistic minority, has adop-
ted a new multi-pronged comba-
tive simlitegy against the Sri Lan-
kan armed forces under the guise
of 'a people’s war. Not wanting to
be condemned by the interna-

tional community for breaking-

the 2002 ceasefire agreement,
the LTTE, without engaging in di-
rect confrontation with the gov-
ernment forces, has evolved a
new strategy of fighting a proxy
war by a front organisation cal-
led Makkal Padai (People’s Force)
under its direct supervision.

Members of this militia have
been trained by the LTTE and
anyone killed in action is treated
as # Maaveerar (Great Hero). Es-
timated to number about 20,000,
the Makkal Padai recruits Iive
mostly in' the government-con-
trolled areas in the North-East.
These fighters move around on
motorcycles and keep in touch
with the LTTE headquarters in
Kilinochchi over cellular phones.
Members of this militia were be-
hind most of the recent granade
attacks and shooting in which
more than'75 Sri Lankan soldiers
and sailors have been killed.

The LTTE, convinced that Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapakse, bound
by the Janata Vimukthi Peruma-
na and the Jathika Hela Uru-
maya, his electoral allies, would
not be in a position to offer the
Tamils what the previous Presi-
dent, Chandrika Kumaratunga of
his own Sri Lanka Feedom Party,
and the former Prime Minister,
Ranil Wickremasinghe, of the
opposition United National Party,
had offefed, is bent on provoking
the government forces for a
showdown to further its cause for
a separate Tamil Eelam.

Partitioning of Sri Lanka to
carve. out a separate state of
Tamil Eelam is not on the cards of
any Sinhala political party. The
major powers, including India
and the USA, are committed to
protecting the unity and territor-
ial integrity of Sri Lanka. It was to
get a reiteration of this stand that
Rajapakse chose India to make

The author, a veteran journalist
who retired from The Statesman,
is based in Chennai.,

his first diplomatic foray after

assuming the office of President.

India has its own reasons to pre-
vent the Tamils in Sri Lanka gain-
ing 4 separate state. Most state-
level parties in Tamil Nadu, some
of them constituents of the
United Progressive Alliance gov~
ernment in Delhi, nurture ambi-
tions of a pan-Tamil nation com-
prising Sri Lanka’s North-East
and - India’s “southern state of
Tamil Nadu.

The presence of parties like the

Pattali Makkal Katchi and the
Marulmalrchi Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam in the UPA has

cramped the style of Prime Min-

istér Manmohan Singh in dealing
with the delicate subject of the
LTTE whose leader, Velupillai
Pirapaharan, is the prime accus-
ed in the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi. The joint statement is-
sued at. the end of* Rajapakses
state visit is so wishy-washy that
it is neither fish nor fowl. It says:
“The two sides agreed that an
enduring solution (to the ethnic
issue) can emerge only through
internal political process of seek-
ing a negotiated settlement ac-
ceptable to all sections of Sri
Lankan society within the frame-
work of an undivided Sri Lanka
and consistent with democracy,
pluralism and respect for human
rights. India continues to main-
tain an abiding interest in the
security of Sri Lanka and remain
committed to her unity, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity”.
The Indian side expressed the
hope that a political settlement of
the ethnic issue based on devolu-
tion of power to the Tamils and
inclusivity would emerge throu-
gh negotiations between the par-
ties concerned.

The statement noted with satis-
faction that Indo-Sri* Lankan re-
lationship had continued to be
“in a state of excellence charac-
terised by political consensus in
both countries, understanding,
friendship, co-operation and
mutual respect and benefit.” The

r

A

two sides reaffirmed their resolve
to “further consolidate and build
on this strong and dynamic rela-
tionship”. Rajapakse came to

~

India with a lorig shopping list.

Top on the list was the signing of
the Indo-Sri Lankan .defence
pact, drafted more than two

years agp. Non-signing of the: -

pact did not come in the way of
military cooperation between the
two countries. Sri Lanka very
much wanted India also to join
the co-chairs in facilitating the

| Having banned the

) LI'TE as a terrorist

| organisation, India

| declined to play the role
{ of a peace broker

peace process along with Nor-
way, European Union, the USA
and Japan. Having banned the
LTTE as a terrorist organisation,
India declined to play the role of
a peace broket.

The USA, on the other hand,
was forthnght in spelling out its
policy goals. In a talk on “US
goals in Sri Lanka for 2006” in
Colombo on 9 January, the US
ambassador, Jeffrey Lunstead,

called on the LTTE to stop its vio~

lent activities and to return to the
negotiating table with the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka in order to
work towards a stable, perma-
nent peace. “There can be a role
for the LTTE in future develop-
ment of Sri- Lanka but only if it
returns to the peace table, reng-
unces terrorism in word and
deed and become a responsible
participant in Sri Lanka’s future”,

" he said, and questionéd the qual-

ity of its present leadership.
“What kind of leaders continue
to pursue violence when the clear
benefits of peace are.obvious?”
he asked.

Listing the -assistance the USA
was extending to Colotnbo throu-
gh military training, including
efforts to help with counter-ter-
rorism initiatives and block ille-
gal financial transactions, Luns-
tead warned that if the LTTE

“chose to abandon peace, it would

face a stronger, more capable and
determined Sri Lankan military.
“The USA will continue to sup-
port a strong, unified Sri Lanka
that seeks peace and prosperity

\nd that offers an atmosphere of

respect and justice for all citize ns
regardless of rehgmn and race”
he said.

The ground reality in Sri Lanka
today, however, is quite different
from what the US cnvay envis-
ages. When Parliament met on 19
January to seck extension of the
Emergency, the Speaker, MJ Lok-
kubandara, announced from his
chair that the government mo-
tion on the subject was passed
“unanimously” without any dc-

‘bate or voting, even as the Tamil

MPs were occupying the well of
the House with placards which
read: “Stop killing Tamil people,
Stop genocide of Tamil peoplc”,

~ and “Withdraw Emergency regu-

lations”. Disgusted by the traves-

"ty of parliamentary democracy,

the Tamil MPs held a mock fune-
ral with one of them, MK Eelave-
nthan, lying on the floor enacting
a corpse.

The North-East, traditional
homeland of the Tamils, mean-
while, has become a killing field.
The Sri Lankan armed forces
have lost 78 men to LTTE sniper
attacks in the last one month. Be-
sides targeting the armed forces,
the LTTE continued to assassinate
political opponents among the
Tamils with complete immunity.
The security forces also cannot
escape blame for extra judicial
killings of innocent Tamils..

‘While some cases of death in
“custody and torture have been

investigated, no one has been
prosecuted or punished.

In this tense situation, consid-
erable significance is attached to
the visit of the Norwegian peace
broker, Erik Sotheim, to Sri Lanka
this month. The exercise is to

bring the two sides back to the

negotiating table. The govern-
ment has the LTTE proposal for
an Interim Self Governing Au-
thority for the North-East for
consideration. Rajapakse has not
revealed what he has up his
sleeves to place before the LTTE.
His election promise to the Sin-
hala constituency that he will not
sacrifice the present unitary con-
stitution is-not acceptable to the
Tamils whose minimum expec-
tation is a federal set up in which
they will have maximum autono-
my. India too has endorsed this
position for a lasting peaceful
solution to the intractable ethnic
issue which is threatening to
divide the country. Given the
nature of Rajapakse’s mandate,
the coming talks leading to a
breakthrough seem remote.



/SriLMa, LTTE to resume direct talks

V.S. Sambandan

W AN
COLOMBO: The Sri Lankan Gov-
+' ernment and the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on
Wednesday agreed to resume di-

rect talks next month in Swit-
zerland.
The agreement was an-

nounced by the Government

and the LTTE in Colombo and
rebel-held Kilinochchi respec-
tively after a meeting between
Norwegian facilitator Erik Sol-
heim and LTTE leader V. Pra-
bakaran in Kilinochchi on
Wednesday.

The dates of the meeting and
the exact location in Switzer-
land are to be worked out by the

facilitator, Norway.

Presidént Mahinda Raja-
pakse “welcomed and appre-
ciated the decision to accept the
Government’s offer to com-
mence talks on strengthening
the effdttive implementation of
the ceasefire agreement in Swit-
zerland,” the Sri Lankan Gov-

ernment said. /
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‘Sri Lankan Government

will not start war; JVP

“We are for ﬁndlng a solution through talks. That is our first way”

Nirupama Subramanian

CHENNAL: The Sri Lankan Govern-
ment is determined not to get
pushed into a war by the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam de-
spite grave provocations, said a
Sri Lankan parliamentarian
from the Janatha Vimukthi Pe-
ramuna (JVP). The party gives
crucial support to the govern-
ment of President Mahinda
Rajapakse.

“This is a government, not a
baby. We can get angry [at the
LTTE’s ceasefire violations]. Al-
though I cannot speak on behalf
of the government I know from
government sources and it is al-
50 our party’s stand that the gov-
ernment will not start a war with
the LTTE,” said Bimal Rat-
nayake, who'is also a member of
the JVP’s Central Committee.

The party, which combines
leftist ideology with a strong Sin-
hala nationalist identity, has
been accused many times in the
last two years of blocking effofts
to find a solution to the ethnic
conflict. But Mr, Ratnayake pre-
sented a more moderate picture
of the JVP in a conversation with
The Hindu here,

“We are for finding a solution
through talks. That is our first
way. When we see LTTE activ-
ities we have doubts if they will
participate in a peace process,
but as a government, it is our
duty to talk,” he said.

He said the ceasefire viola-
tions by the LTTE had led to
many casualties for the military
since last November, but the
government and the military
would not be provoked.

“Our target is to get peace
without dividing the country as
well as without a war. That’s
what we are trying to do. But it’s
up to the LTTE. If the LTTE
declares a war, we are prepared,
but thatis not our hope,” he said.

The JVP leader, who was in
the city last week to attend a
Cuba Solidarity conference, also
said the LTTE was. threatening
war in order to get its way with
the government, but was quite

Bimal Ratnayake - PHOTO: R. RAGU

“Without democracy and a multl-party
system in the northern and eastern provinces,
there can be no permanent solution to the Sri
Lankan national question”

incapable of launching a large-
scale attack because it was mili-
tarily far weaker now than four
years ago following the Karuna
rebellion.

“We think the LTTE has big
troubles. They have almost lost
the eastern province [to Karu-
na]. They can still kill hundreds
of people by using bombs in ci-
vilian places. But in the military
sense, they are now weaker. So
now they are carrying out small
attacks, and while that is hap-
pening, their media fronts are
creating the image that the war
will start any time. That way
they are trying to make the Sri
Lankan Government kneel
down. We won’t get into that
trap,” he said.

The parliamentarian said

there were “feelings” within the
armed forces about soldiers get-
ting killed almost on a daily basis
in LTTE attacks. But, he said,
they had faith in Mr. Rajapakse’s
government and in the Army
commander.

“We have a disciplined Army
They have been educated about
the politics also, and they have a
good morale because of the new
government’s policies. There is
no morale issue,” he said.

The government was rebuild-
ing its military intelligence
which it had “completely lost”
under Ranil Wickremesinghe
when he was Prime Minister of a
United National Party govern-
ment in cehabitation with Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
between 2001 and 2004.

THE HINCU

Last week, an all-party confer-
ence attended by 15 Sri Lankan
parties unanimously resolved
that the government must re-
sume peace talks with the LTTE
as soon as possible. Mr. Rat-
nayake said the immediate task
of the peéace process was to re-
store democratic politics in the
North-East.

“The LTTE must agree [to
this]. Without democracy and a
multi-party system in the north-
ern and eastern provinces, there
can be no permanent solution to
the Sri Lankan national ques-
tion.”

Defending his party’s articu-
lated stand against a solution |
along federal Mmes, Mr. Rat-
nayake said the JVP was “not
targeting  any  particular
structure.”

“Our party stand u thet we
have to find a solation thit is
feasible and long:lastiftg, and it
should not divide the ' people

along ethnic lines. ; ﬁl! main
basis for this husto.be rat-
ic rights
federalism, wﬁﬁty LTTE aocept
it? Have n’ld tﬁh any-
where? Acco owl-
edge and expeﬁénce‘ M
target is to have a gepatef
through terrorisfi,

“Some in the intemational
community, some NGOs in Sri
Lanka and LTTE media fronts
are always putting pressure on
the government to give up its
unitary structure. But those peo-
ple haven’t put pressure on the
LTTE to give up their terrorist
methods of doing politics. If [the
LTTE] want a federal solution,
at least they have to say so.”

He said a select comnfittee in
the all-party conferetice would
work out a “comtfigh. under-
standing” on a solution within
“one Sri Lanka.” .

“If the LTTE agrees on that
kind of solution whatever that
might be, and if the. Sri barkan
people adopt that in'a referen-
dum, then there will be no prob-
lem ‘from - the JVP.-We - will
respect always the people s
mandate.” L




Tamwil Tiger rebels hold their weapons
w  gtside a political office in Eastern S

as theykeep guard
ri-Lanka—Reuters  new talks.

G
Q) \{'yﬁ\\ Peter Apps

R SRI LANKA 21 JANUARY

ri Lanka’s Yamil Tiger rebels will return to
war unless progress is made soon in the is-
land’s deadlocked peace process, a senior
rebel said just days ahead of a visit by Norwegian
{ peace broker Erik Sotheim. Solheim has warned
| the island not to expect too much from a visit
aimed at rebuilding an almest-destroyed 2002
cease-fire. But, like the rebels, government sol-
diers in the minority Tamil-dominated north and
east say they believe war could come in days if he
cannot at least get the sides to agree a venue for

; Tigers re-issue war threat in Sri Lanka

“If nothing happens in the peace talks, war will
start,” S S Elilan, Trincomalee district politicat
leader for the Tamil Tiger rebels, told Reuters on
Friday .“If there is no solution, we cannot stay in
this situation for long,” he said, sitting under a tree
in his headquarters in Sampeor, near army lines.
Rising violence has led to international truce
monitors questioning whether the Norweglan-
brokered truce is holding-at all. Each side says the
other is trying to provoke them into restarting the
two-decade-old conflict that killed more than
64,000, this in a region that suifered huge
casualties in the 2004 tsunami. The rebels deny
responsibility for a string of lethal strikes on
military personnel pa-trolling areas adjacent to a de

facto Tiger state across a large swathe of the north
and east, but few believe them. Elilan said the
attacks had been conducted by a civilian “third
force” angry at alleged mounting army abuses.
He said the government had begun attacking the
rebels first through its own third force, a
breakaway eastern Tiger faction they say is now
government-backed and led by former rebel
commander Karuna Amman. “The peace has
gone,” Elilan said. “We are ready at any time to
start the war." if it comes, military sources predict
an offensive towards the army-held Tamil city of
Jaifna, but with other guerrilla actions elsewhere
and suicide speedboat attacks on naval shipping
from the key Trincomalee base.—Reufers

EAL GOLDMAN is a math en-
trepreneur. He works on Wall
Street, where numbers rule.
But he’s focusing his analytic
, tools on a different realm alto-
gether: the world of words. )
Goldman’s startup, Inform Technologies
LLC, is a robotic librarian. Every day it combs
through thousands of press articles and blog
posts in English. It reads them and groups
them with related pieces. Inform doesn’t do
this work alphabetically or by keywords, It
uses algorithms to analyse each article by its
Janguage and context. 1t then sends cus- -
tomised news feeds Lo its users, whoalso ex-
istin Inform’s systern as — you guessedit—
math. o
How do you convert written words into
math? Goldman says it takes a combination
of algebra and geometry. Imagine an object
floating in space that has an edge for every
known scrap of information. It's ca}led a
polytope and it has near-infinite dxlmen-
sions, almost impossible to conjure upinour
earthbound minds. It contains every 1opic
written about in the press. And every article

skilled mathematicians and computer scien-
tists.

The rise of mathematics is heating up the
jobmarket for luminary quants, especially at
the Internet powerhouses where new math
‘grads land with six-figure salaries and rich
stock deals. Tom Leighton, an entrepreneur
and appliedmath professor at Massachusetts
Institute of Technojogy, says: “All of my stu-
dents have standing offers at Yahoo! and
Google.” Topmathematicians are becoming
a new global elite. It's a force of barely

figure out which worker isbest equipped for
a particular job. For now, these models are
crude, the digital equivalent of stick figures.
But over the coming decade, each of us wilt
give birih to far more fleshed out simulations
of ourselves. We'll be modelled as workers,
shoppers, voters, and patients.
some of the simulations will have our
names and credit cards attached, perhapsa
few genetic
details.

Umbria Inc., a company that uses math to
analyse marketing trends online.

THE DA
This industrial metarnoyphosis also has a
dark side. The power of mathematicians to
make sense of personal data.and to model

[R5

the behaviour of individuals will inevitably -

continue to erode privacy. Mérchants wiltbe
in a position to track many of otirmostint-
mate purchases, and employers will be able
to rank us not only by productivity, but by
wasted minutes. What's more, the tise. of

viduals are powerless, a foreboding that

our genormic map, spells out our des-
tiny.

Debates over these issues have

flared up many times in the past
decade. And they are sure to-rear

up again as the US Congress in-
vestigates the Bush Administra-
tion’s mining of phone and In-

. ternet traffic in its effort to sniff

‘math can contribute to a sense that.indi- -

ing Bureau, an industry group.

These studies crunched consumer data to
measure the effectiveness of advertising ina
host of media. The results came back in hard
numbers. They indicated, for example, that
Ford Motor Co. could have sold an addition-
al $625 million worth of trucks if it had lifted
its online ad budget from 2.5% to 6% of the
total. Ford responded vigorously: Last Au-

‘gust it announced plans to move up to 30%
" ofits $1 billion ad budget into media target-
edtoindividual customers, half of it through
online advertising. Such moves are sure 10
generate even more data, giving greater

- ‘clout tothe numbers people.
mathematics, from our credit rating o

‘Just ask Imran Khan, the director of
advertising at E<Loan, an online

* fender. An accountant by training, Khan has

turned the advertising operation into an
enormous statistical Jaboratory. Like most
others in the industry, he started three years
ago by bidding on keywords on the major
search engines. Over time, Khan's team has
amassed a portfolio of 250,000 key words
and phrases. Each time a web suxfer types
one of those words in a search engine, an E-
Loan ad appears next to the results, and

: : { Khary's team pays the price bid for each click.
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“Another push for
Sri Lankan peace

Three Tamil women shot dead in Jaffna @\\

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will receive
three high-profile visitors soon
as part of the continued inter-
national efforts to restart the
peace process.

They are Erik Solheim, Nor-

gian Minister for Interna-
tjonal  Development, R

icholas Burns, U.S. Undersec-

etary for Political Affairs, and
the former chief negotiator of
the Sinn Fein, Martin
McGuinness.

Mr. Solheim is a key player in
" the peace process since the in-
ception of the Norwegian facil-
itation in the late 1990s. The
process remained stalled after
the LTTE’s unilateral pullout
from talks in 2003.

Mr. Sotheim will be here be-
tween January 23 and 26 and
will “hold talks” with the Gov-
ernment and the LTTE, a state-
ment by Oslo said.

In his pre-visit statement,
Mr. Solheim said: “I am deeply
concerned about the recent in-
crease in violence in Sri Lanka.

In order to keep the violence
from escalating further, it is ur-
gent to get the two parties to sit
down together to discuss how
to ensure that the ceasefire
agreement is observed and how
the peace process can be ad-
vanced.”

Mr. Burns’ visit, according to
the U.S. embassy, is part of his

tour of the sub-continent. He
will “discuss the current status
of the peace process” with the
Government, Mr. Soltheim and
others “to reiterate the strong
U.S. desire to see all Sri Lankans
work for peace,” said the De-
partment of State.

According to a report in the
Daily Mirror, Mr. McGuinness
will meet President Mahinda
Rajapakse and the LTTE “to ad-
vise them that methods em-
ployed in the Irish peace

process can be applied in Sri-

Lanka.”

LTTE supporters

Three Tamil women, report-
edly supporters of the LTTE,
were shot dead in the northern
Jaffna peninsula on Monday,
the TamilNet Web site said.

While it blamed the killings
on “army intelligence oper-
atives”, the army said it had “not
received ' information” of the
killings till Monday evening.

The women were identified
as members of a family of LTTE
supporters.

One of the victims, Bojan Re-
nuka (30), played alead role in a
Tamil film produced by the
film’s division of the LTTE, the
Web site said.

According to reports from
the north, several families were
reportedly told by the Tigers to

move inYTTE-controlled

areas,
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3 Sri Lankap sailors killed in suicide attack |

V.S. Sambandan ‘(‘9/ \
COLOMBO: Thirteen Sri Lankan
sailors, including two officers,
were feared killed in an attack by
suspected Black Sea Tigers on a
Sri Lankan Navy’s Fast Attack
Craft (FAC) near the Trincoma-
lee harbour in the early hours of
Saturday, the Navy said.

“It is further revealed that a
women LTTE cadre had been
tasked to take on the target.
There were 15 personnel on
board out of whom two were res-
cued and 11 sailors and two offi-
cers are still missing,” the Sri

Lanka Navy said. Black Sea Ti-
gers are the suicide cadres at-
tached to the Sea Tigers — the
marine unit of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The President, Mahinda Raja-
pakse, held an urgent meeting
with the Chief of Defence Staff,
Daya Sandagiri, and senior de-
fence officials on Saturday
morning, a senior Presidential
aide said.

Security sources said the sui-
cide craft was among “hundreds
of fishing boats” that were near
the harbour and had attacked
the Dvora — an Israeli-built

FAC. “There is no way in which
we could differentiate between
fishing vessels and suicide craft,”
the source said.

The attack was part of the
“continued blatant violations” of
the February 2002 ceasefire
agreement, the Navy main-
tained. “This incident is the lat-
est act of the LTTE to fulfil its
undeclared aim of attacking the
Navy in the guise of fishermen,”
the Navy said.

The attack is also the most
serious in a string of recent at-
tacks on Sri Lankan security
forcesincluding the killing of at

least 13 sailors were killed in an |
ambush on a road convoy in the '
northern Mannar district.

Earlier this week five Tamil
youths were killed in the Trinco-
malee district.

The security forces had ini-
tially said that the youngsters .
were killed in an “accidental gre-
nade explosion” The LTTE
blamed the security forces and
had warned of “dire consequenc-
es.”

india condemns: Page 10
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In Sri Lanka: seeding the clouds of war ..

R. Hariharan S

ECEMBER WAS eventful in Sri Lan-
ka, particularly in the North-East. In
the Jaffna peninsula, the Sri Lankan
Army has been facing a spate of at-
tacks from cadres of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) operating in small num-
bers in the High Security Zones — key points
essential from a military operational point of
view. In the second halif of the month, there were
over 25 such incidents, particularly on Decem-
ber 22 and 23, 2005, in the Jaffna peninsula. The
Army has paid a heavy price in these small-scale
offensives; its losses have neared the 50 mark.
The LTTE has also suffered casualties, notably
in a firefight in the Jaffna Fort area on December
25, during which troops killed five persons in-
cluding a woman and recovered some weapons.
The LTTE quickly disowned the dead, saying
they were civilians, a luxury that is not available
to regular armies. Things have come to such a
pass that the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) has decided to call off its monitors from
active duty in Jaffna. B
There are a few other. disturbing develop-
ments that need closer scrutiny. On December
21, two dinghies of the Sri Lankan Navy came
under attack from LTTE boats in alagoon off the
Mannar coast while on routine patrol. In the gun
battle that followed, one Navy boat was put out
of action and three sailors were killed. Though
the LTTE claimed it was only a defensive action,
the SLMM has held it responsible for violating
the ceasefire. As though this was not enough, two
Navy buses were ambushed near Pesalai in the
Mannar area on December 22. The Navy lost 13
men while 14 others were wounded and one bus
was burnt. A military spokesmen said the mil-
itants used a combination of claymore fragmen-
tation mines as well as rocket propelled
grenades and assault rifles. All these happened
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The LTTE is using the same tactics to set the
stage for an offensive against the Sri Lankan
Army that it employed against the IPKF.

well within areas under the control of the
Government.

For sometime now, the youth in Jaffna have,
in sizeable numbers, been taking part in well-
orchestrated demonstrations against the pres-
ence of Army posts in key locations, particularly
near the Jaffna University. The situation turned
ugly on December 19, when the agitators started
throwing stones and clashed with the security
forces. In a bid to quell the mob, the police are
reported to have forcibly entered the University
premises including the Vice-Chancellor’s office.
In the resulting melee, 14 demonstrators were
injured; one of them had gunshot wounds. Sri
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse has or-
dered an inquiry into the incident. In the words
of SLMM chief Hagrup Haukland, the demon-
strators not only pelted stones at the security
forces but also tried to enter the SLMM’s office
forcibly. “This could not be called a peaceful
demonstration. It was a very dangerqus thing,”
he added. Similarly there were agitations against
the rape and murder of a Tamil woman at Pun-
guduthivu by suspected Navy personnel. It
would be facile to dismiss this outburst of civil
agitations as spontaneous.

A significant aspect in all these apparently
unconnected events is their timing. On Decem-
ber 19, the four co-chairs of the Tokyo Donors
Conference (the European Union, Japan, Nor-
way, and the U.S.) issued a statement condemn-
ing “in the strongest terms the recent escalation
inviolence in the North and East” and asking the
LTTE to put an immediate end to the on-going
campaign of violence and to demonstrate its

commitment to the ceasefire agreement and the
peace process. “Failure to demonstrate a willing-
ness to change would not be without serious
consequences,” they cautioned. Many of the
LTTE actions came after this demarche from the
co-chairs — that is, in utter disregard of in-
ternational opinion. This is a serious departure
from its behaviour during the three years of
ceasefire, when it bent over backwards to appear
‘clean’ in international eyes. )
Another aspect of the timing of the escalation
is that it preceded the departure of President
Rajapakse on December 27 on his maiden visit to
India after assuming office. Apparently India has
a crucial role in his strategy for the peace proc-
ess. He still hopes to persuade India to play a
more active role in it and would like it t6 join the
co-chairs of the Tokyo Donors Conference. It is
evident the LTTE attacks were aimed at not only
embarrassing the Presidenf ut also atsending a
subtle warning to India nv to get involved too
closely in the mess the Sri: inkan peace process
has become. ,
Why should the LTTE  dulge in such large-
scale violence, in utter di¢ . zard of international
opinion? Why are the ci ' ian agitations being
pumped.up at this time? | 1e-answer is that the
LTTE believes in sowing ¢ 2 seeds of war wellin
advance. In this, it has a | ir-pronged strategy:
use civil agitations to res 1 ~t free movement of
troops; limit army domi ! -n of key communi-
cation routes and cent ! mpose a defensive
mindset on troops thro I iolent actions, and;
retain the initiative to ch big attacks at a
time and place of its che 3. We are seeing the
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application of the first three strategies. These
are force multipliers and offset the advantage
conventional forces enjoy in heavy firepower.

The LTTE has mastered the unconventional
approach to warfare. So all these events need to
be studied in the overall matrix of the progress-
ing military aims of the LTTE, because it is
essentially ruled by a militarybrain rather than a
political process as organised governments are.
So it will be futile to read too much into the
LTTE’s political statements or initiatives unless
the underlying military significance is under-
stood. Based on military logic, the developments
indicate the following.

The ‘spontaneous’ demonstrations are part of
the strategy of keeping the troops confined to
barracks. We in the Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) faced similar ‘agitations’ and gherao of
our camps in Palali. Though initially we were
naive and accepted them as similar to the civil-
ian agitations so common in India, we became
wiser when we saw the same ringleaders leading
mobs of all kinds. Mr. Haukland of the SLMM
also reported seeing the same faces leading dif-
ferent mobs. Of course, with over two decades of
experience under its beit, the Sri Lankan Army is
aware of these tactics. During the IPKF days,
Thileepan’s well orchestrated fast-unto-death
was a high point of this build-up. The LTTE has
set up a number of civilian organisations that
will claim responsibility for these agitations, en-
abling it to disclaim any role.

The small scale attacks on security patrols and
posts have taken place on key communication
axes in the Thenmarachi and Vadamarachi divi-
sions. Similarly, the offensive actions in the
Mannar region are aimed at restricting naval
patrolling. This would facilitate LTTE boat
movements for commando operations and troop
build-up to threaten the western flank of the
Vavuniya region.

During a ceasefire, the scope for action by the
Army and the Navy is restricted and perforce
defensive. But militarily, you cannot have de-
fence without offensive action to dominate the
areas around. The combined effect of civilian
agitation, skirmishes and ambushes, and offen-
sive use of mines in the long run will be detri-
mental to the troops. This is what-the LTTE is
aiming to achieve. e

The fourth prong of the strategy, of big at-
tacks, is yet to become operational. But it does
not seem far off. When the attacks come, they
will be strategically aimed at removing the thorn
‘Karuna’ has become in the East. Operating in
tandem with the Army, he makes LTTE oper-
ations in the East highly vulnerable. Without the
East, “Eelam” would be incomplete and mea-
ningless. If and when talks begin on the ceasefire
agreement, it is highly likely the LTTE will at-
tempt to strike a bargain with the Sri Lankan
Government on ‘Karuna’. If that proves impos-
sible, the LTTE’s northern offensive would be
aimed at drawing troops away from the East to
the North and open the links to the East. That
would make it easier for LTTE in the East. Seen
in the light of this strategy, the killing of Joseph
Pararajasingham, a veteran TULF politician and
vociferous pro-LTTE MP of the Tamil National
Alliance in the eastern city of Batticaloa on De-
¢ember 25, is as meaningless as it is reprehen-
sible. It confers no advantage to anti-LTTE
forces, if they are indeed behind the killing.

Time is literally running out for the peace
process in Sri Lanka. Not only Sri Lanka but all
those interested in seeing peace return to the
island — that includes India — can no longer be
complacent. The peace process, which needs re-
suscitation, is not going to be helped by a brain-
dead ceasefire. Norway and the other co-chairs
must bring the LTTE around to observe the
ceasefire in letter and spirit. The time for rheto-
ricis over. There is now an urgent need for them
to bring the LTTE and the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment back to the table to talk, whatever the
means they employ to achieve this.

(Colonel R. Hariharan, a retired Military In-

elligence officer, served as the Head of Intelli-
uce of the Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri
ka,)



