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Ukraine govt sacked as
Orange revolution sours

Kiev, Sept. 8 (Reuters):
Ukraine’s President Viktor
Yushchenko sacked his gov-
ernment today as the team
which led the “Orange Revolu-
iion” less than a year ago
broke apart amid infighting
and accusations of mass graft.

Yushchenko, who has
pledged to stamp out the cox-
ruption widespread under his
long-serving predecessor
Leonid Kuchma, said he would
ask regional governor Yury
Yekhanurov, 57, to form a new
team.

But he sought not to com-
pletely alienate the charismat-
ic Yulia Tymoshenko, a key
figure in the mass protests late
last year that propelled him to
power and who until today had
been Prime Minister since his
election in January. The sack-
ings could set the stage for a
standoff between Yuschenko
and Tymoshenko, who heads
her own party, when Ukraine
votes in a parliamentary elec-
tion in March 2006.

“These people remain my
friends. It is very difficult but
today I must remove this Gor-
dian knot,” Yushchenko said,
accusing his outgoing govern-
ment of lacking team spirit.

“I set one task for the new
team — to work in a united
team. I do not want any more
of the intrigues between two
or three people that were de-
termining the state policy.”

The sacked Prime Minister
was due to make her first pub-
lic comments on Ukrainian
television tomorrow,

Some analysts said they
hoped Yekhanurov, a low-key
technocrat and Yushchenko

loyalist, would bring disci-
pline to Ukraine’s economic
policy, which under Ty-
moshenko was characterised
by public rows and inconsis-
tency. Yekhanurov was meet-
ing members of the old cabi-
net this evening.

In sacking Tymoshenko,
whose fiery oratory brought
thousands out on the streets in
last December’s pro-western
“Orange Revolution”,
Yushchenko moved decisively
to end a crisis that has threat-
ened his credibility

The crisis follows months
of tension between
Yushchenko and Tymoshenko
over Ukraine’s economic di-
rection and came to a head last
Saturday when his chief of
staff quit alleging deep
corruption in the administra-
tion.

“We need to halt the disap-
pointment in society and
make sure that the ideals (of
the Orange Revolution) are
not cast into doubt,” he said.

The allegations of graft
hurt a government already
tarnished by sharply lower
economic growth, rising infla-
tion and inconsistent policies.

[

Viktor Yushchenko and Yulia Tymoshenko ata
pro-democracy rally in Kiev in December 2004. (AFP)



i ushchenk6 sacks Government

1
My trust has been betrayed, says Ukraine President V¢ =

Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW: Ukraine’s President
Viktor Yushchenko dismissed
the Cabinet of Prime Minister
Yulia Timoshenko on Thursday
amid a snowballing political cri-
sis that has hit the seven-
month-old administration.

Citing infighting as the rea-
son for the decision, Mr. Yush-
chenko appointed Governor of
Dnepropetrovsk Region Yuriy
Yekhanurov, a politically neu-
tral figure, as Acting Prime Min-
ister.

“We see the country is sliding
back before our eyes,” he said in
a televised address to the na-

tion. “All those processes we
have launched are being rolled
back. My friends, who stood by
me in the hour of trial, have had
vast powers, but betrayed my
trust.”

The crisis has been triggered
by struggle over the re-carving
of key industrial assets between
two rival groups which helped
Mr. Yushchenko come to power
in January in the wake of the
pro-Western “Orange revolu-
tion.” One group is headed by
the sacked Prime Minister, the
other by National Security and
Defence Council Secretary Pe-
tro Poroshenko, who resigned
on Thursday as well over charg-

| 11"\;‘:

4

es of corruption. The a;[cusa-
tions of corruption among key
allies of the President came
from his chief of staff, Olexan-
der Zinchenko, who quit five
days ago, and Deputy Prime
Minister Mykola Tomenko, who
resigned on Thursday. The
scandal is believed to have been
orchestrated by the former
Prime Minister, Timoshenko,
who saw her influence being
eroded by the Poroshenko
group.

The crisis has erupted amid
growing disillusionment with
the “Orange revolution” leaders
as prices are rising and the econ-
omy is slowing.
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Bush with Lithuanian
President Valdas Adamkus.

Bush visits
Bq@ic states

PRESIDENT BUSH on Sat-
- urday saluted fledgling de-
.mocracies in three ex-Sovi-
et republics, saying the US
will never forget the com-
munist oppression they en-
dured for half a century.
“We recognise your pai-
nful history,” Bush said af-
ter meeting the leaders of
Lithuania, Estonia and
Latvia. His visit here, on
his way to Moscow to
mark the 60th anniversary
of the defeat of Nazi Ger-
many, has rankled Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
It prompted a letter of
protest from Moscow, whi-
ch was upset Bush was vis-
iting both Latvia and
 Georgia during his Euro-
pean trip. Asked about
criticism that the US is
meddling in Russia’s back-
yard, Bush said freedom is
- a universal right.

- “The idea of countries
helping others become
free, I hope that would be
viewed as not revolution-
ary, but as rational foreign
policy, as humane foreign
policy,” Bush said. “I will
continue to speak as cle-
arly as I can to President
Putin that it’s in his coun-
try’s interests there be
democracies on its bor-
ders.” Bush also said he
understands the lingering
resentment against Russia
among the people in the
Baltic nations.

AP, Riga
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