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REUTERS
DHAKA, DECEMBER 18

BANGLADESH isset to pass a law clamp-
ing down on the financing of militants sus-
pected of planning attacks, a senior bank offi-
cial said today.

The Muslim nation has suffered a wave of
bombings in recent months, including suicide
attacks, and police blame Islamist militants for
the violence.

“The new law will empower the central bank
to suspend or stop operations of any account,
for 30 days, in suspicious transactions without
any notice,” said Nazmul Hasan, an executive
director of the Central Bangladesh Bank.

“Now the central bank will be able to detect
and curb international terror financing, if any,
in the country as well as Jocal terror financing,”
Nazmulsaid.

He said the law had already been approved
by Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman and
would soon come into affect. It will be submit-
ted to parliament through the Law Ministry,
and has a strong chance of being passed be-
cause the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party
holds a two-thirds majority in the legislature.

Under the law, owners of accounts used to fi-
nance militant attacks faced seven years in jail,
Nazmul said.

The new law would replace existing anti-
money laundering legislation, which did not
have sufficient provisions to curb financing of
militant activities, he said.

Itwould also allow the central bank to set up
a Financial Intelligente Unit and a Financial
Crime Investigation and Prosecution Office.

At Jeast 30 people have been killed and 150
wounded in suicide bomb attacks across the

Thousands of madarsa students and teachers
protested on Sunday against a rash of bomb
blasts in the country and criticised the
govemment for harassing them in the name
of national security. Reuters

country since August 17. Authorities have
blamed outlawed Islamist group Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen of being involved.

Media reports, quoting intelligence sources,
said a number of Islamic Non-Government
Organisations, mostly based in the Middle
East, provided'money. ~—PT1
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T*\é_ éppearancé for the first time in Bangladesh

of the suicide bomber, in Gazipur and in

Chittagong, brings the present Bangladesh
National Party government of Khaleda Zia to a day
of reckoning, For the past four years her party has
been in coalition with the Jamaat-e-tslami, a politi-
cal group which fought on the side of Pakistan
against the emergence of the independent country
of Bangladesh in the liberation war of 1971.
During its time in office there have been 28 Bomb
-blasts in the country, which have killed more than a
hundrtd people. Blame for these outrages has
always been firmly placed with the Opposition or
foreign (that is, Indian) interests, and the govern-
ment has denied the existence of Islamic extremists
in the country, responding to each new bombing by
accusing others of “tarnishing the image” of

Bangladesh.

Now the militant Jamaatul Mujahideen

Bangladesh has claimed responsibility for recent

outrages, a more realistic appraisal can no longer be
avoided. Within days, a stream of revelations,
arrests, discovery of caches of arms and plots was
uncovered. This suggests, either that the govern-
ment and security forecs have long been aware of

the machinations of fundamentalists, or, possibly,”

that they have arrested people at random, in order
to be seen by the world to be doing something, Nor
is the Opposition spared embarrassment. The gov-~
ernment has invited Sheikh Hasina of the Awami
League fo discuss the best way to confront the fun-
damentalist threat in the country, but since the
1 Opposition has refused to play the - democratic
ame, absenting itself from parliament and using
the hartal, (an archaic form of political strike from
the struggle against the British Raj) to attack the
governtent, it too has made its contribution to the

\ growth of extremism. The self~avowed presence of
militant Islamists in the country has at last attracted
international attention which, until now, had indul-
gently overlooked the borbings. The USA, anxious
to appear friendly to Islam in general, has praised
Bangladesh as one of the rare models of a secular
Muslim democracy. This, after all, is a template for
those democratic freedoms it is ostmsmly bringing
to Afghanistan and Iraq, and to which it wishes to
persuade other autocratic and repressive Muslim
regimes. Events in Bangladesh present the USA in a
curious light: while ostensibly establishing democ-
racy in one part of the world, it has, by its actions,
been undermining it elsewhere. The benign neglect
by the Western powers has permitted the
Bangladesh government {o connive at the emer-

" gence of a political Islam which it can no longer
contain, and certainly cannot control.

All terrorist acts over the past four years have
been attributed to the machinations of the
Opposition, even though most were aimed at
Awami League politicians, and the rest at secular
targets or those seen as un-Islamic. The assassina-
tion of prominént Opposition leaders, including
Ahsanullzh Master and SAMS Kibria, and even the
borab blast of August 2003 which killed veteran

missed by the government as internal party feuds or
other devious Opposition schemes to besmirch the
reputation of the country. When Islamic militants
of the Jamatul Mujahideen claimed responsibility
for the detonation of over 450 bombs all over the
country in August 2003, Khaleda Zia’s response
was ambiguous: her reflex is to ascribe them to
“anti-national clements”. The growth of political
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Islam has developed in Bangladesh protected by the
Jamaat and the BNP has not disdained the advan-
tages gained by tolerating the work of extremists.
The BNP is, as its name suggests, an intenscly
nationalistic party, but its nationalismi is almost
entirely configured around resentment of India,
which encloses the country on three sides. Its dis-
taste for the home of Hinduism drives it into a nat-
ural alliance with the Islamists.

The present moment is critical. Zia’s invitation to
the Opposition (which has crystallised into a coali-
tion of 14 parties, including small left groups) to
work together has been resisted by Hasina, since the
government neglected to take any action against
those who had targeted her party. Hasina was her-
self: wounded in an assassination attempt in 2004.
The conflict between the two main partics is no
ordinary democratic conflict. Hasina is the daugh-
ter of the first President of free Bangladesh, Sheikh

Mujib, who, with most of his family, was assassinat- -

ed in 1975. Zia is the widow of the military leader
Ziaur Rahman, who had also been a leader in the

Tiberation war, and who came to power in the chaos

following the death of Sheikh Mujib. He founded
the National Party, and was himself assassinated in
1981. A decade of military rule under the autocrat-
ic Ershad was followed by a return to democracy in
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1992, in which the BNP came to power. The Awami

< League ruled between 1996 and 2001, when the
BNP was elected again. The quarrel between the
two leaders is based upon rival claims as to whether
the father of Hasina or the husband of Khaleda
were the true architects of the freedom of
Bangladesh. Khaleda has also blamed India for dis-
turbances which are wholly homegrown. In
November 2005, speaking to ambassadors, she
complained of the “anti-Bangladesh” propaganda
which continues to undermine the image of the
country”. She attributed the holding. of -seminars,
symposia and conferences around the world, in
which Western human rights activists are promi-
nent, to manipulations by RAW, the Indian intelli-
gence agency. She - singled out, as examples of
Western dupes of India, Lord Avebury and Lord
Dholakia, speakers at a human rights.conference at
SOAS in June 2005.

Organisations and individuals tdrgeted by
bormbers and assassins over the past six years have
also included journalists. judges and courts,
mosques belonging to the Ahmadiya sect, whose
publicafions the Government itself banned three
years ago as “un-Islamic”, Leftist cultural organisa-
tions, Christian churches, cinema halls showing
“profane” films, and, perhaps most symbolic of ali,
the Poila Baisakh cglebrations in Ramna Park in
April 2001. For, this was a traditional Bengali festi-
val, scorned by Islamists as “Hindu”: the desire to
differentiate Bangladeshi nationalism from the cul-
ture of Indian West Bengal has led to a fateful con-~
gruence between Islamists, who want to re-affirm
Islamic culture, and nationalists, consumed as they
are by resentment of an India which they perceive
as the main obstacle to their realisation of a frue
Bangladeshi identity, The coalition has been effec-
tive, since the design of the Jamaat was to win back
for Islam a country lost to Pakistan, combined with
the desire of the BNP to nourish a Bangladeshi, as
opposed to a Bengali, identity. This alliance has been
impaired by the disclosure of what has long been an
open secret: the operations of Islamic terrorists,

. including the shadowy Bangla Bhai in the north of
Bangladesh who has killed with impunity. The
arrival of suicide bombers in a country where
Bengali and Islamic identities have co-existed for
centuries (within the same individuals?) marks a
new turn in the global war on terror. The only win-
ners in the intractable stand-off and implacable
hatred between the two women leaders of
Bangladesh are those who would eliminate a toler-
ant, eclectic Bengali culture, and replace it with the
asperity of a militant Islam. As long as the US State
Department continues to praise Bangladesh as a
moderate Muslim democracy, it hastens the arrival
of such a society. It is time that suicide bombings
and outrages against civilians acquired the same
weight wherever they occur, and not be treated as
symptoms of systematic terror in Iraq, New York or
London, yet as isolated and unfortunate incidents in
other parts of the world. To play down afrocities in
Bangladesh is to insult the suffering of its people.



Bangladesh freedom fighters'
drive to “restore secularism”
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Mukti Joddha Kalyan Foundation seeks to realise “their old dream”

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: This is not quite the
Bangladesh where lives were
sacrificed, blood was shed for.
“One of the four pillars that we
had helped set up with the liber-
ation of our country - that of
secularism ~ has toppled. A new
campaign led by the same people
is on to put the pillar back in
place,” Major General K. M. Safi-
ullah, the first Chief of Staff of
the Bangladesh Army and a Sec-
tor Commander of the erstwhile
Mukti Joddha (freedom fighters’
army) in that country’s Liber-
ation War, said here on the eve of
the 34th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Instrument of Surren-
der between the Indian and
Pakistani Armies in (what was
then) Dacca that led to the cre-
ation of Bangladesh.

The day will be celebrated as
Vijay Diwas (Victory Day) in In-
dia on Friday. To commemorate
the event senior officials of Muk-
ti Joddha which fought along-
side Indian troops in the war
have congregated here under the
aegis of the Eastern Command
of the Indian Army for the first
time since Bangladesh came into
being.

Maj.Gen. Safiullah and some
of his former colleagues are now
on a different warpath. They
have set up the Mukti Joddha
Kalyan Foundation - an orga-
nisation that has opened its
doors to those who belonged to
the Mukti Joddha to join in the
campaign “to achieve the old
dream we, as freedom fighters,
had shared,” he told The Hindu
here on Thursday.

The adversary has changed. It

NOSTALGIA: Senior officers of the Mukti Jodha
War for the Liberation of Bangladesh visiting
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is now the “forces of fundamen-
talism instrumental in the re-
moval of the pillar of secularism
we had installed.” The planis “to
bring together as many of the
1,35,000-0dd freedom fighters
as one can under an umbrella
with the aim of achieving the
dream that led us to fight for the

Independence of our country,”
Maj. Gen. Safiullah said. “De-
mocracy, socialism and Bengali
nationalism were the other pil-
lars we had fought to establish,”
he said. As part of the Vijay Di-
was celebrations he and a few
others among his Mukti Joddha
colleagues were taken by officers

of the Eastern Command around
the galleries of the Manekshaw
Museum at the Command’s
headquarters in Fort William in
what to Maj. Gen. Safiullah was
“a sentimental, nostalgic jour-
ney tinged with sadness.”

On display in the galleries are
captured flags, rare weapons

(Freedom Fighters) that fought alongside the Indian Army in the
the Manekshaw Museum in Fort William, Kolkata, on Thursday. -

used by the Indian forces during
the war, seized official boards of
the Pakistan Army and rare pho-
tographs taken in the months of
the Liberation War depicting,
among other events, captured
Pakistani tanks and volunteers
of the Mukti Joddha being im-
parted training,



- Bangladesh arrests military

ophiead of Islamic group:, «

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s elite security force said on Wednes-
day it has arrested the military head of a militant group
which is waging a deadly bombing campaign to impose Is-
lamic law in the majority-Muslim country.

“We have caught Ataur Rahman Sunny, the military
head of Jamayetul Mujahideen, from a hideout in Dhaka
today,” Lieutenant Commander Mahbubul Haq Molla, a
senior officer of the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), said.

Sunny, who police say led a series of bomb attacks on be-
half of the banned group, would be paraded before the me-
dia later on Wednesday, police said.

“RAB officers surrounded a dormitory of a technical in-
stitute in the city and nabbed Sunny from his hideout,”
Molla said. “We have information that he is the military
and operation chief of Jamayetul Mujahideen.”

Police have linked Jamayetul Mujahideen to a wave of
nationwide bomb blasts in August and suicide bombings
late last month. A total of 24 people as well as four suicide
bombers have been Killed since August.

The group wants to impose strict Taliban-style Islamic
law in the country and has made the judiciary its prime
target, with two judges and four lawyers among those
killed in the suicide attacks. The RAB, created early last
year, said it also seized a major arms and explosives cache
in Dhaka. “Our men have seized a warehouse full of arms
and explosives .. early Wednesday morning,” said
Squadron Leader Fazal, a spokesman for the force W
lice and paramilitaries. are /

THE TiML> OF INDIA 1




@-‘“gi %

[

" A woman stands next to her
Volkswagen Beetle at a rally
in Dhaka. (Reuters)

DEC 2005

Dhaka, Dec. 9 (Reuters): A
banned Islamist militant
group blamed for a series of
bombings in Bangladesh has
threatened to kill women, in-
cluding non-Muslims, if they
do not wear the veil, a state-
ment said.

The statement by the Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen came
hours after yesterday’s suicide
bomb attack in a northern
town that killed at least eight
people, the latest of a series of
blasts blamed on militant
groups in their campaign for
an Islamic state.

“Women will be killed if
they are found to move around
without wearing burqa from
the first day of Jilhaj,” the Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen said in
the statement sent to a Dhaka
newspaper office. Jilhaj refers
to the Arabic month begin-
ning from earlv.Tanuarv

¥‘.JL~

“Women, including non
Muslims, are hereby advised
not to go out of home without
burga. Seclusion has been
made compulsory for you,”
said the statement in Bangla,
a copy of which was obtained
by Reuters today.

The group, which wants
the introduction of sharia
laws in Bangladesh, also or-
dered women students at
Dhaka University not to step
out after sunset, prompting
police to increase security
around the campus.

Earlier, a police officer said
30 suspected members of the
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen and
another outlawed group, Ja-
grata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh, were arrested for
involvement in a wave of
bomb attacks that have rattled
the nation this year.

Adozenbombs weress 1

Mhlitants in veil threat.
to Bangla women'" .

'\

1 ralds across the country, the
official said, as police hunted
for the leaders of the two out-
lawed groups.

Two bombs exploded on a
crowded street in the northern
town of Netrokona yesterday,
killing eight.

A suicide bomber was be-
lieved to be among the dead,
while another was found
wounded with an unexploded
bomb strapped to his body.

“These bombers are ene-
mies of Islam and must be
stopped,” said an official at the
ministry of religious affairs,
adding that the government
had asked clerics to spread the
message from the nation’s
250,000 mosques. Yesterday’'s
deaths took the number of
people killed by suspected sui-
cide bombers to 28 in three
weeks, including judges,
lawyers and policemen.
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6 \¢ Handing over power to Islamists .~

he situation in Bangladesh is fast heading towards anar- \ }

chy. Close on the heels of the killing of two district judges }: «
in a bomb attack in Barisal, suicide bombers struck Gazipur,
neighbouring Dhaka, and Chittagong claiming a total of 15
lives. This was the first time Bangladesh experienced home- |
grown fedayeen. The suicide bombers are said to be members
ot Jamatul Mujahideen, a jehadi group with links to Al
Qaeda. They made the judiciary and the courts their principal
targets. The attack is ostensibly on the Constitution and on
rule of law, which théy want replaced with Islamic law. But
there are valid grounds to fear that jehadis working in tan-
dem with the Islamists in the ruling coalition are creating a
situation that will force a takeover by the military whose rank
and file has been infiltrated by committed followers of the -
pro-Pakistan Jamat-e-Islami. They even favour a loose con-
federation with Pakistan at a future date. Already indications
are that Begum Zia, unable to cope with growing violence,
will soon ask the military to take charge of law and order and
asstime other responsibilities as well,

Ultimately, the aim is to prevent the Awami League-led 14-
party alliance, composed of secular, democratic and pro-lib-
eration forces, from coming to power in the January 2007
parliamentary election. The massive turnout at the alliance’s
22 November Dhaka rally coupled with the growing disaffrc-
tion among a section of the ruling BNP over the indulgs:nce
allowed to Islamists in the coalition have made Begurn Zja
highly unecasy. Her abject failure at governance has resalted in
steep rise in prices of all essentials and helped Bangladesh
earn the opprobrium for the fourth successive year of being
the world’s most corrupt country. Bomb blasts, Killings and
uncontrollable corruption have already resulted in donors
tapering off their aid. The situation is becorning extremely
grim for Begum Zia. The military which is friendly to her but
pronouncedly anti-Hasina is her last hope. But every spell of
military rule in the past only worsened Bangladesh’s lot.
Earlier when Begum Zia called in the military to restore.
order it had disastrous resuits. /
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Dhaka, December 2
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POLICE HUNTING for suicide
bombers in Bangladesh claimed
to have found five bombs and ar-
rested 20 suspected Islamist mili-
tants on Friday after three bomb
attacks killed 13 people and in-
jured nearly 100 earlier this week.

The bombs were found on a
street corner in the southwest-
ern city of Khulna. Fifty sus-
pected militants, mostly stu-
dents of religious schools across
the country, have been detained
over the past four days.

Junior Home Minister Lutfuz-
zaman Babar told reporters late
on Thursday that the govern-
ment was doing all it could to
stop a wave of bombings by mili-
tants who are fighting to turn
the mainly Muslim democracy
into a Sharia-based Islamic state.

He had earlier said that the
bombers were part of a 2,000
strong suicide squad set up by two
outlawed militant groups — Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen and Jagrata
Muslim Janata Bangladesh.

Militants launched their vio-
lent campaign in August, deto-
nating nearly 500 bombs within
hours near court buildings and
government offices. Nearly 20
people have been killed and

DEC 2975
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Bangladeshis protest in Dhaka against the Gazipur blast.

more than 200 wounded in the
wave of bombings.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
has called for political unity to
fight the militants and sought to
assure Bangladeshis they are
safe. Khaleda told a rally in
Kushtia late on Thursday that
the militants behind the blasts
would be "found, arrested and
punished". But she added: "This
would not be possible unless all
political parties cooperated with
the government and law enforc-
ing agencies."

THE Hious ™

Khaleda's main rival, the Awa-
mi League, immediately rejected
her call. "Opposition parties can-
not respond to a farcical call ...
while the government is sharing
power with enemies of Bangla-
desh's independence,” Abdul
Jalil, general secretary of the
Awami League, said on Friday,
referring to the country's biggest
religion-based political party, Ja-
maat-e-Islami, that has two min-
isters in Khaleda's cabinet, and
which had opposed Bangladesh's
independence in 1971.

1 killed, 400 hurt
in cricket clash

AT LEAST one man was
killed, and nearly 400 oth-
ers were injured and a
dozen houses were torched
in a series of clashes on
Thursday over a cricket
match in Bangladesh, po-
lice said on Friday.

Bangladesh Rifles and
police fired shots and tear-
gas shells on Thursday to
disperse a fighting mob in
a village near the Brah-
manbaria district town, 100
km east of Dhaka.

The villagers used guns,
machetes and sticks in
clashes that began on Tues-
day following an umpire’s
controversial decision dur-
ing a cricket match be-
tween two rural teams. TV
footage on Friday showed
hundreds of people carry-
ing sticks fighting pitched
battles in paddy ground at
Sarail.

Reuters, Dhaka

\ Banglq cops ﬁnd more bombs
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TWIN ATTACKS I Lawyers say warned

9 die in Bangla

NIZAMAHMED (h{~
DHAKA,NOVEMBER 29

INE people were

killed and 65

wounded by sus-

pected suicide
bombings in two Bangladesh
cities on Tuesday, apparently
the latest in a wave of attacks
by militants fighting to turn the
countryintoa Shana-base%?/
lamicstate.

Police said three &bple, in-
cluding two of their colleagues,
were killed and 15 wounded by
blasts at a checkpoint outside
acourt building in the port city
of Chittagong. They said the
third person who died was be-
lieved to be the bomber.

Another -blast, in a court
complex in Gazipur—30 km
north of the capital—killed six

people and wounded nearly .

50, police said. Local hospital
sources said the wounded in-
cludedlawyers. ‘
Lawyers said the militants
were apparently trying to
scare legal professionals be-

fore courts began trials of .

hundreds of detained Is-
lamists for suspected involve-
ment in recent blasts.

“The bombers apparently
turned more violent as we set
up checkposts trying to rein-
force security at court
premises,” said Majedul Hug,
police commissioner in Chit-
tagong. He said the blasts were
probably the work of suicide
bombers, who had explosives
strapped to their bodies or hid-
deninbags.

In an immediate protest,
hundreds of lawyers took to
the streets of Dhaka, Chit-
tagong and other cities, calling
for government action to pre-
vent further attacks. They boy-
cotted courts across the country
on Tuesday and also called for a
general strike on Thursday.

One of country’s most se-

“nior Jawyers, Dr. Kamal Hos-
sain, said Tuesday’s blasts
were a “stark reminder that
the suicide bombers wouldn’t

ed govof threat
i‘ilasts

After the blast at the court complex in Gazipur; (below) A
woman moums her father, one of Tuesday’s victims. Reuters

rest until they they achieve
their mission.

“We reminded the govern-
ment repeatedly of such
threats but they seemed to take
it lightly,” he said. “Now it is
beyond doubt that they (Is-
lamists) have pushed the coun-
tryinto grave danger,”Hossain
toldreporters on Tuesday.

“The government is fully de-
termined to crush the militants
at all costs and restore peace in
the country,” said Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan, a senior minister
incharge of the home ministry.

The Islamists killed two
judges in the coastal town of
Jhalakathi on November 14

MDIAN EXPRESS

and threatened to kill more, in-
cluding Supreme Courtjudges.

Bombs exploded in three
district courts outside Dhaka
last month, killing two people
and wounding more than a
dozen, while 500 small bombs
went off across the country on
August 17, killing two people

. andwounding about 100.

Bangladeshi police have ac-
knowledged since those at-
tacks the the presence of
home-grown potential sui-
cide bombers. They say a
2,000-strong “suicide squad”
has been formed from mem-
bers of the Jamaat-uf-Mu-
jahideen and two other
banned groups, the Jagrata
Muslim Janata Bangladesh
and the Harkatul Jihad.

Opposition political parties
claim radical Islamic partners
of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia’s government
were also involved in the re-
cent bombings—pointing fin-
gers especially to the Jamaat-
e-Islami party.

But the Jamaat and the gov-
ernment have both denied the
allegation, saying the opposi-
tion was spreading false
charges to make political gains
ahead of general elections in

early 2007. —Reuters
, ~ar
‘j oL eu J



RS Wﬁrﬁr% AT

GBI, 3 A T (13
Frfremz “aq TEOR
. WES A A, S S e
TS T eifefue | oA S
@ frpre oitem Picarg, o9
TG TEE (3 IIFN2 | HAG(FA
e sere  difEsa e
BRAICIH ST 5§98 92 NP
) T2 JACE

w@ eifesg ¢ poaAnsd
TS WEAMT 256 (I NG
a3 et STtz o feere wfwoaR
gz Wi o 3fosrdd wreE
wEEcs et FE | ReEs sa
TSPS WSS RUFIRTR #It7, 99
Wy @R 16 wraled wmieTe
BECA| OIF St © STFIRA 5w,
=ISE @ BBANT ¢ 38 qredd
s TN AN W
@TRTE AATACHHE | (77 33918

mﬁia iz oita A @A @ A, R
wwﬁﬁﬁﬂ I W AT B AT 2N o 2
wete @ Tw v W?{?II_TWWE’W

RG] 5 SICRIEGTROE)
o WhA 1 st
ST TEATS | o @me (e
fog a0 | T <7, T
e Farea | @ @B @
9 Tga 7 HIEIEG s I
oI, T @ T | srorSt zwe,
ClEaGlES .| © TR s
gfezit Al A st wizfe
Fq 4T TG | (SIEE S
G| IS TS|

L oI , Erac |
[BECER S| A TNV GeatT
@ oo A, FeeE fERrEs  wwedd SMETed AR
BEIRS) G IR] W’,{Zﬁ/— &S AL
3| SHEH P17 AHTGIE

i Al AR (@E @R wEbe qw foaka Ao
STACH YUY QAN T G A, AETWAAE FAE,  OHE

fiﬁwmﬂmmm\m
YIS ANF "D OFA | (3-8
qitefd, O FREE (SrEEs (3
FEfF Fremer Seew
AT &L AR WIS T
AW G
srelTaa womfs sy s
TG | WG (ST 40 AR
ECEIE e A« SR 153
g wBar oFt o2
TOIRCST WIS TG (@R
RPN AT, TFS Yo T T
RS Rt CIRIEWSE R
Awr WAtz AR WG
SRR ST GFOL | TIB oA
g7 7 BCTT W
® four fafir. o ¢

=

O




@!,\_'ll'fll\ﬂl ]
Q) %g ,/b,y\v fm\' T
gy Nwaem V) W L
AT AT, G 5 zre
o e TeteR STl
RS LA Ty e WA @

eI Ay ¢iba e
mew TR AR cafr
ORI Tl SIAT o A
frm o S wirE FwR A
03 T WA | AEEFS meme
70| IR offert zvet wrye FRw
Q¥R WA, “9orE WfER
i @ s g o
TR FAm s RN W QR
e ARl

oifer qTeTR, Y4 WATHI 4T3
e Aftrme PRE
CEITS’ | S Bm gwRfw ot
AT A TS AW €
e & oW gareis m am
TowE P e aftd
=l Frae W whnwe
aifden ey Tga afwd
arates dffer epivier &
waefm e dieaeee e
FRE IR WAIMAT UL
Titewa ey g oy o,
TEFTAR «fFe weE 3wy,
JEAHTHA TN @ wifefes
NS 771 @2 e arie
HF (FCHA Ay 7 Aanisi2
Y gres| A Wy«
e I ™ W e
Torgn [Raafea o Aom)
PESA T @ TfeTats T
st Rotegaa | ofam atae e
T vt 7 R o2 &
cerarert wfdres e (e v
e Tiaiin TGt




DHAKA, Nov. 25. — Bangladesh’s ruling
BNP has sacked one of its Members of
Parliament after he accused its key ally,
Jamaat-e-Islami, of fanning Islamic mili-
tancy in the country.

Mr Abu Hena, who was elected from

Bagmara constituency in western
Rajshahi district, was sacked by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
chief and Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia yesterday for “undermining party dis-
cipline”. His dismissal came soon after a
local daily published his interview in
which he pointed fingers at Jamaat, a
coalition partner in the government.
After he was sacked, Mr Hena, now an

independent MP, said the expulsion -

proved that the government and the BNP
wanted to establish the rule of militants
in the country. ‘I did not hold the entire
government or the party responsible for
the rise of militancy. Neither did I blame

BN P sacks _Qutspo en\’MP

Prime Minister Khaled Zla

1 only blamed a sectign of the govern-
ment and the party fo¥ patronising the
militants. The leaders who support the
rise of militants have expelled me from
the party,” he said, pledging to start a
nationwide campaign against religious
extremism soon.

“I am not alone. The entire nation is
with me,” he told the Daily Star newspa-
per. He said he had just began to open
speak out against the militants who had
been first spotted in his Bagmara con-
stituency. The infamous Siddiqur
Rahman or “Bangla Bhai” had apparent-
ly been part of the group.

Mr Hena said the fundamentalist
Jamaat-e-Islami had had a hand in his
sacking. Jamaat dismissed the charges. A
BNP statement said Mr Hena had been
sacked for “violating party discipline and
tarnishing its image”. Parliament Speaker
Mr Jamiruddin Sircar, however, said Mr
Hena would now sit in the House as an
Independent MP.

Al
I



Killing judges ,-

L “Result of Khaleda's vote-politics ;6% : \s

R , \
he recent killing of two senior district judges in Ba:?gla-
desh’s Barisal district by a militant Islamic outfit is further

proof that fundamentalists want to take the country where
the Taliban took Afghanistan. Thi§ was the first time that
functionaries of the state were killed by jehadis who have
vowed to replace “man-made laws by Sharia with immediate
effect”. The killings were preceded by bomb attacks on judges
inside and outside courts in major cities. The jehadis were
members of a suicide squad and used sophisticated explo-
sives. The killings have already brought the functioning of
~ courts to a standstill as judges and lawyers have gone on strike
demanding security. The killings have also forced Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia to acknowledge the presence of Islamic
jehadis. But she refuses to arrest Bangla Bhai — the master-
mind of the attack — because of his close links with one of
her alliance partners, the Jamat-e-Islam.

The roots of the latest attack lie in the Prime Minister’s
efforts at stalling the execution of Sheikh Mujib’s killers,
rewarding them with coveted government posts, and in not
nabbing those who killed former finance minister SAMS
Kibria. Attempts on the life of Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina and the British High Commissioner Anwar Chow-
dhury were also the result of her inaction. The Americans are
no less responsible. Their successive ambassadors and state
department spokesmen have called the Jamat-e-Islam
Bangladesh’s moderate and democratic Mu/sli ace. That
face is now showing its true colours. /

7
!

£

™o

()



t

1ght die in Bangladesh attacks

Haroon Habib }49” b

DHAKA: Suicide bombers belonging
to suspected Islamist groups killed
at least eight persons, including po-
licemen and lawyers, and injured
over 100 others on two court prem-
ises in Bangladesh on Tuesday. Un-
confirmed reports put the death toll
at13.

In the first incident, a suicide
bomber carried out an attack at the
bar library of Gazipur, 30 km from
Dhaka, killing six persons, includ-
ing two lawyers.

Over 100 others were injured, 20
of them critically, in the blast that
occurred at 9:30 a.m. The blast de-
stroyed the library adjacent to the
district court completely. The at-
tacker, who was in lawyer’s gown,

DOWN WITH TERRORISM: Lawyers raise anti-terrorist slogans
during a march in Dhaka on Tuesday. - PHOTO: AFP

was also blown up.

In asimultaneous action, two su-
icide bombers killed two policemen
after they were challenged by the
law enforcers in the court buildings

(S

THE HINCU

in Chittagong. Reports said the two
policemen and the bombers were
blown to pieces in the explosion.
Scores of others, including eight
policemen, were injured.

s



Islamists threaten more/
attacks in Bangladesh

R REUTERS
NE X DHAKA, OCTOBER 24
I's

: \°

ISLAMIST militants blamed for a wave of boml attacks
across Bangladesh over the past two months have thratened
more attacks on government sites in the next fortnight a gov-
ernment official said on Monday.

S.M. Faisal Alam, deputy commissioner of northeastern Sylhet
. district, 350 km from the capital Dhaka, said he had received a let-
ter on Sunday, purportedly from the outlawed Jamaat-ul-Mu-
jahideen group, carrying the threat of more bombings.

“More simultaneous attacks will be launched to blow off gov-
ernment installations in the next 15 days,” Alam quoted the letter,
signed by a commander of Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen.

“In the wake of the recent bombings, we have taken the latest
threat seriously,” a senior police officer in Sylhet said.

Police hold the Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen responsible for some
500 near simultaneous small bombings across the country on
August 17, which killed two people and wounded about 100.

Two more people died and 15 were hurt when militants hurled
five bombs at court buildings in three districts, outside Dhaka, on
October 3—also blamed on the Jamaat-ul, and suspected ac-
tivists of another outlawed Islamist group, Jagrata Muslim
Janata Bangladesh.

On Sunday, a local leader of the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party was killed in a bomb attack in southwestern Khulna dis-
trict. No one has claimed responsibility for the killing,




Bangladesh Governmen
bans H arkat ul-Jihad

Haroon Habib

DHAKA: The Khaleda Zia Government
has finally banned the Islamist outfit
Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (HuJI), in
the awake of growing militancy and
countrywide bombings.

A Government announcement
said, “Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami is a
self-confessed terrorist organisation.
Its activities are very sensitive and it
is identified as a terrorist organisa-
tion.”

| A press note issued by the Home
I Affairs Ministry on Monday said “on
the basis of latest information, the
Bangladesh Government has de-
clared a ban on Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-
Islami and all of its activities.”

HuJI, an international terrorist
organisation, has’ beén involved in
carrying out terrorist activities in
Bangladesh for half a decade.

It has been behind several major
bomb attacks as well as assassination
attempts on former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and some leading sec-
ular intellectuals.

Intelligence agencies had recom-
mended in 2003 that HuJI be banned
for the sake of the country’s security.
Despite being aware of the militant
outfit’s activities, the Government
kept denying its existence over the
last few years.

The ban follows the October 1 ar-
rest of HuJI leader Mufti Abdul Han-
nan in Dhaka, Mufti Hannan fought
in Afghanistan against the Soviet in-
vasion during the 1980s and was al-
leged to have been involved in a plot
to assassinate Sheikh Hasina in

W’ \0\\ Harkat has been

involved in carrying
out terrorist activities
in Bangladesh for

haif a decade

2000. He is also being questioned
about the nationwide bomb blasts on
August 17.

With Monday’s banning of the Hu-
J1, the number of banned jihad orga-
nisations in Bangladesh now stands
at four. The other outlawed outfits
are Jamaatul Mijahideen Bangladesh
(JMB), Jagrata Muslim Janata Ban-
gladesh (JMJB) and Shahdat al qu-
ma.

Intellectuals targeted

The four outfits have been target- .
ing intellectuals and secular politic-
ians, who ideologically challenge the
path of the radical Islamists.

The theocrats also oppose NGO
activity as un-Islamic alleging that
these organisations spread Western
ideas of women empowerment and
social transformation.

On August 17, the JMB claimed
responsibility for the serial bomb-
ings across Bangladesh when nearly
500 bombs went off in all but one of
the 64 districts.

Three persons were killed and 100
others injured in the blasts.

So far, about 400 suspects have
been arrested from different parts of
the country in connection with the |
August 17 bombings.



‘Enemy

an exclusive interview with

Manash Ghosh, Bangladesh’s -

former Prime Minister and _pre-

sent leader of the Opposition,
Sheikh Hasina, dwells on issues rang-
ing from the rise of Islamic fundamen-
talism_in her country to worsening
Indo-Bangladeshi ties. Excerpts:

Jamatul Mujahideen, an Islamic funda-
mentalist outfit, has threatened to bomb
the Saarc summit venue in Dhaka if the
Khaleda Zia government does not imme-
diately introduce Sharia law in
Bangladesh.
This situation is of their own making. They
have created this Frankenstein’s monster
and they have to reap the consequences.
The present government has blamed India
for postponing Jast April’s Saarc summit.
A high-pitched campaign was launched
by it to highlight India’s perfidy. They even
said. that Delhi was unnecessarily making
an issue of the threat posed to the security
of the visiting dignitaries after the killing of
SAMS Kibria in a grenade attack last
January. Who will they blame for JM’s
threat this time? There is an enemy within
this (Bangladesh) government -and it is
now apparent. | o

Don’t 'you think that the fundamentalists
are gaining ground because the anti-
Liberation forces are united whereas the

secular, Bengali nationalist and democra-

tic forces, who fought in the War of
Liberation, are divided?
We are aware of our strengths and weak-
nesses. In recent months, pro-Liberation
forces have come together which is a wel-
come development. We have been able to
build a platform on which 14 parties
believing in the ideals of the liberation war
have come together. We have launched a
joint movement against the present gov-
ernment’s misrule and non-governance.
Even the major Leftists parties, includ-
ing the Workers’ Party, have joined forces
with us. Pro-Liberation forces have come
to realisc that they will have to unite to
take on their opponents. This is a positive
development.

THEe Sia
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Bangiadeshi Opposition leader Hasina Wajed: Pinning her hopes on an aliiance

within is app

of democratic forces for next years parliamentary poll. — AFP

But the Communist Party is playing foul
and desperately trying to create disunity
within the pro-Liberation camp...

Talks are on and we are trying to iron out
the differences.

Would this platform be converted into a
14-party alliance for next year’s parlia-
mentary poll?

That is the objective. One thing is sure,
there will be a coalition of like-minded
patrties belicving in the ideals of the War of
Liberation in next ycar’s parliamentary
poll.

T~

e _)MA~

‘What will be the basis of your seat-sharing
arrangement with your partners?
Seat-sharing has to be done @n the basis of
the actual strength each party has in a par-
ticular constituency. Parties with winnable
candidates should get nomination.

We would be helping our opponents if
we, for the sake of unity, allot seats to par-
ties and candidates who don't have a
chance of winning.

So seat sharing has to be done on a real-
istic basis. Half the problems will be solved
if this is borne in mind. No one should
make unrealistic demands.

arent’
PPN ]

While your opponents have undertaken
this exercise, your camp is yet to start,

I have started interviewing probable candi-
dates the Awami League will be nominat-

ing for thé election. It is a gigantic task and

not an easy one at that. Other like-minded
parties have also begun this exercise.

Under the present regime in Dhaka, Indo-
Bangladeshi relations have reached an all-
time low. India has been officially accused
by the present government of carrying out
synchronised bombings in Bangladesh,
For two 'neighbours this ‘is undesirable.
Moreover, how can anyone be blamed for
the bombings as investigations are still on,
although perpetrators of the crime have
admitted their involvement. The investiga-
tion into the 21-August grenade attack on
me is also incomplete,

There is an attempt by the present govern-
ment to obliterate your father's contribu-
tion to Bangladesh’s liberation,

This forms the cornerstone of the present
government’s policy and programme, It
has renamed almost all institutions and
places named after my father. It desper-
ately tried to rename  Dhaka’y
Bangabandhu Stadium where all the inter-
national cricket matches are played.
Having failed, it shifted the venue of ali
future cricket matches to Mirpur stadium.

There is speculation that you may boycott
next year’s parliamentary election if your .
demands for electoral reforms and
appointment of an acceptable chief elec-
tion commissioner are not met,

Awami League is a democratic party
and believes in gaining power in a democ-
ratic manner. We are against a poll boy-
cott. But we won’t participate in sham
elections. The current CEC is not accept-
able to us because of his links. We have
proposed certain reforms in the electoral
process wiich bove beci approved by
mainstream Opposiien parties. These
reforms have to be accepted.

(The interviewer is  Editor Dainik
Statesman. )}
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BANGLA OUTFIT DEMANDS SHARIA LAW

Terror cloud on

wﬂf»lli‘”

Saarc summi

Manash Ghosh in Kolkata

—

Oct. 2. —Bangladesh’s fun-
damentalist outfit, Jamatul
Mujahideen, responsible for
the recent serial blasts at
about 500 odd places across
the country, has warned the
Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, that if Sharia
laws were not introduced
before next month’s Saarc
summit in Dhaka, it would
tomb the venues of the
regional summit and also
where the foreign dignitaries
would stay. It held out this
threat in leaflets, thousands
of which were openly distrib-
uted in Dhaka and in other
citics and towns of Bangla-
desh yesterday.

The leatlet said that the out-
fit’s threat should not be treat-
ed as an empty one since it
had given ample proof of its
capability by carrying out syn-
chronised bombings all over
the country on 17 August. The
most interesting part of the
leaflet is that Jamatul
Mujahideen claims Begum

Zia and her son Tarek, who is
the senior secretary general of
the ruling BNP, as “one of our
very own”, as also the ruling
Jamat-e-Islami ministers like
Mr Matiur Rahman Nijami.

The leaflet says that it has
got legions of supporters and
activists among the senior,
middle and junior level offi-
cers and also among the
jawans in the military, para-
military, police, the civil ser-
vice and the judiciary. “We
have infiltrated every sphere
and are everywhere”, claimed
the leaflet.

The best proof of this, the
leaflet said, was that all those
arrested in connection with
the serial blasts had been
released. Another proof was
that Banglabhai, one of the
founders of Jamatul Muja-
hideen, was not being arrest-
ed by the government’s law
enforcement machinery
though it knew very well his
whereabouts and his hide-
outs. “What better proof
than this is needed to under-
score the point that this gov-
ernment is with us?”

The leaflet clalmed that
the Khaleda government was
in no position to ditch
Banglabhai after having used
him for exterminating the
Left extremists called “Sar-
baharas” in  north-west
Bangladesh. “Having once
handed over guns to us to kill
the Sarbaharas,” the same
guns can’t be used to liqui-
date us.”

The leaflet warned that the
Khaleda government would
have to face the conse-
quences if, under pressure
from the USA and India, it
acted against the JM and
other Islamic outfits which
wanted Bangladesh to be
turned into an Islamic state
and ruled by Sharia laws.

It may be recalled that last
April’s Saarc summit had to
be postponed following the
death of a senior Awami
League leader and former
finance minister, SAMS
Kibria, in a grenade attack in
Habiganj, Sylhet.

Hasina praises Left, page 4
Bangla militant held, page 2
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were  exploded almost simultancously

throughout Bangladesh. There were three
deaths and many (mostly) minor injuries. The
bombs were not very powerful, but the fact that so
many detonations could be synchronised suggested
a developed organisational capacity. it was more
than a week before the Bangladesh National Party
government (in coalition with religious parties,
including Jama’at e-Islami) acknowledged that the
JMB was indeed responsible. A spokesman for the
Jama’at declared that RAW, the Indian Intelligence
agency and the Israeli Mossad were involved; this
was denied by foreign minister M Morshad Khan.

On 17 August, more than 450 small bombs

Despite many recent bomb outrages in -

Bangladesh, many of which have claimed senior
Opposition figures and civilians (one injured the
British High Commissioner who was visiting a
shrine in Sylhet in May 2004), government has
repeatedly denied religious extremists’ presence in
the country. In September 2003, Khaleda Zia said:
“There are no fundamentalists or zealots in Bang-
ladesh.” She may have been quoting Intelligence of -
ficials: since they are appointed on the basis of loy-
alty rather than efficiency, it may be that they have
told the government only what it wants to hear.

On 17 August, the Prime Minister was out of the
country. She quickly returned to Dhaka, but it took
three weeks before she made a statement in the
Bangladeshi parliament. She said the bombs were
staged by “those who want to brand Bangladesh a
religiously extremist country”, and cannot accept it
is “a Muslim majority liberal democracy”. The con-
voluted thinking of the government is evident in
these phrases, since they had to be ambiguous, to
implicate the Opposition: so deep is the animosity
between the ruling BNP and the Opposition Awarmi
League, that Begum Khaleda could not forbear to
leave open the possibility that what she called “an
anti-state plot” might have been engineered by her
political enemies, rather than by fundamentalists,
allies of those with whom she is in coalition.

She continued: “The government attaches the
highest importance to national security and it will
soon unearth the nucleus of the anti-state conspir-
acy.” She assured the country that the government
“would identify the masterminds behind the blasts
and bring them to book by deploying all ifs might
and resources”. Despite several hundred arrests,
none of the ringleaders, masterminds or kingpins
has been traced. She also insisted, in another phrase
of calculated vagueness, that the attackers are
“active against the country’s sovereignty and
progress.... Those who can’t stand Bangladesh’s
economic progress have committed these heinous
acts at a time when I was on a state visit to China”.

The evidence suggests that the culprits lie far

£
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Bangladeshi Prime Minister Khaleda Zia:
Calculatingly vague. AFP

nearer at home, and have links to groups within her
own government. The Prime Minister suggested
that “we frame stringent laws to make it hard for
the terrorists to gather bomb-making materials,
make and stockpile bombs, and stage blasts”,

This new urgency is astonishing, given the gov-
ernment’s supine reaction to borbs that have killed
scores of people during the past four years it has
been in power. When grenades were hurled at an
Opposition rally where Sheikh Hasina, was talking,
in which a senior Awami League politician died, the
government declared this outrage to have been the
work of the Opposition itself, a plot to discredit the
government or to “tarnish the image of Bangladesh
abroad” ~ a mantra which has become an auto-
mated response from the administration. One BNP
deputy minister said soon after the 17 August blasts:
“Awami League must have done this, using fake
leaflets, to destroy Bangladesh’s image.”

Begum Zia referred to three kinds of terrorism ~
social terrorism, communal terrorism and political
terrorism. She said, apart from a few scattered inci-
dents, her government had crushed all kinds of
communal and religious terrorism. Nothing could
be further from the truth: this is her pre-emptive
strike against those who criticise her coalition with
religious parties. Those in power occupy their
fortresses like imperious feudal lords, concerned
principally with the maintenance of their influence.
In an institutionalised paranoia, they see plots and
conspiracies, freachery and deceit on every hand.

Begum Zia, referring to 9/11 in the USA and the
bombs in Madrid and London, insisted that the
character of international terrorism is different
from what happened in Bangladesh on 17 August,

in denlal
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although she f say how. These contortions
were given the lie by the home minister who said
Intelligence agencies had information on the
involvement of the Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh and the Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh, both of which banned organisations
had been involved in military training,

Some 34 Islamic groups are known to receive an
annual 200 crore taka in funding from Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and the UAE, ostensibly for mosques,
madrasas and hospitals. One Jama’at MP Riasat Ali
was quick to declare the claim that ]MB and JMJB
wanted to turn Bangladesh into an Istamic state was
“propaganda”. He said the bombs were “intended
to install a puppet government in the country.
which in the long term would re-cstablish an undi-
vided India.”

The home minister later declared that the mili-
tants of the JMB had joined forces with the out-
lawed Janajuddha, the extreme Left-wing Com-
munist group, many of whose members have been
victims of the “crossfire” of the Rapid Action Bat-
talion in the last two years, which has killed hun-
dreds of people in Bangladesh. The government
offered a bounty for information leading to the
arrest of Abdur Rahman, chief of the JMB, and
Siddiqul Islam (known as Bangla Bhai, chief of the
Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh, an organisation
that has been terrorising villages in the north of
Bangladesh and slaying alleged “outlaws”, usually
members of Far Left Parties). It displayed its capac-
ity for a desultory urgency, by promising, on 13
September, that posters with photographs of the
wanted men will be “circulated soon”.

These efforts to manage the events of 17 August
conceal a crisis of governance. The BNP believed
that, as the dominant partner, it could control and
direct the religious parties. Since 9/11 and its after-
math, the growth of militant Islam has made this
more problematic. It may yet be that the BNP and
the Awami League, whose hatred for cach other
tears Bangladesh apart, may both come to be
worsted by religious formations which, during the
Liberation War of 1971, fought against the very
existence of Bangladesh. The day may come when
they realise the damage they have done to the coun-
try which each claims to love on its own narrow
partisan terms; and then they may perceive that the
struggle is between secularists ~ no matter what
their ideology ~ and those who wish to establish un
Islamic state in Bangladesh.

(The author lives in Britain. He has writfen plays
for the stage, TV and radio, made TV docu-
mentaries, published more than 30 books and con-
tributed fo leading journals around the world.)
emailyrn63@dial pipex.com




‘Bomb cache found in Bangla

DHAKA, SEPTEMBER Y

BANGLADESH police
said they had seized about 200
small bombs and a stockpile of
bomb-making material from a
factory in the capital as they
continued hunting for suspects
of last month’s serial blasts.

“The Rapid Action Battal-
ion of police also seized several
weapons, masks, printed doc-
uments and money from the
hideout in Dhaka’s Purbo
Bashabo area during a light-
ning raid on Thursday,” a po-

hce officer said on F ay. Se-
curity forces also found
containing militant training
manuals in another hideout in
South Goran in the capital.

Eight people including two
women were arrested from the
two raids, on suspicion of mak-
ing the bombs and of links to
the August 17 countrywide ex-
plosions of some 500 small
bombs that killed two people
andwounded about 100.

A police officer said Shayek
Ataur Rahman, brother of
Shayek Abdur Rahman, com-
mander of the militant Jamaat-

ul- Mujalndeen group blamed
for the serial blasts, was in the
area where raids were carried
out, but he escaped.

Noone has claimed respon-
sibility for the bombings, which
were apparently aimed more
at creating panic than taking
lives. Jamaat-ul-Mujahidee
leaflets found at most bomb
sites called for the introduction
of Islamic rule in Bangladesh.

State Minister for Home
(Interior) Affairs, Lutfuzza-
man Babar, said he believed
the Leftist radical group Jana-
juddha was also involved.



Landmark judgment
’fl\*ﬁb@ Makes Begum Zia nervous cf\’% %&\

¢ fact that Begum Khaleda Zia had the judge o

appellate division of the Dhaka High Court woken up
from his sleep for a temporary stay on the path-breaking
judgment of Judges Khairul Haque and Fazle Kabir declaring
the fifth amendment to Bangladesh’s Constitution illegal in-
dicates her government’s nervousness about the verdict’s far-
reaching implications. The judges held that all developments ;
flowing from the assassination of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on
15 August 1975 including assumption of power first by
Khondokar Mushtaq, followed by Chief Justice Sayem and
Lieutenant-General Ziaur Rahman were not only uncons-
titutional but also that the edicts, martial law orders and
regulations issued in their name were null and void. The
judgment thus secrus to say that until restoration of the
democratic process in 1991, the five dispensations succeeding
Mujib. including that of Ershad, were illegal. Any uncons-
titutional takeover, the judgment holds, amounts to treason.
The judgment holds that all tampering with the Constitution,
including its basic structure and tenets through martial law
regulations, is illegal. This will be a damper to those in the
military and in politics seeking extra-constitutional routes to
power. And it ought to induce a rethink among jihadis who
want to usher in a Taliban-type revolution.

The judgment has an ominous message. It compromises
her husband General Ziaur Rahman’s “good nationalist
image” and most of his actions to stay in power. By lifting the
constitutional ban on religious fundamentalist parties, which
enabled them to take part in the country’s politics, he had
struck at the secular root of the country’s 1972 constitution.
Begum Zia’s husband was the principal beneficiary of Mujib’s
assassination. Having carried on the legacy, Begum Zia must
be shocked by the boldness of the judgment. No wonder her
aides are desperately trying to get it set aside.



-{lndian’ arrested
for Bangla blast%/

i
DHAKA, Aug 30. — Bangladesh has claimed to have
arrested an Indian national for his alleged involvement
in serial bombings across the country earlier this month,
and that at least eight Bangladeshi workers were shot
and two of them may have been killed by BSF jawans in
a fresh flare-up on the border today.

According to Dhaka, Giasuddin (35), an Indian
national from West Bengal, was arrested from the
western Satkhira district and was believed to be a
member of the banned militant group, Jamaat
Mujaheedin Bangladesh (JMB), police were quoted as
saying in the media today. Media reports claimed that
he had confessed to planning and planting bombs in
Satkhira district on 17 August. He also reportedly con-
fessed to setting off bombs in an area of the district.

Police claimed that Giasuddin was from North 24-
Parganas, West Bengal. They alleged that he was
involved in extremist activities and left India for
Bangladesh where he became a member of the JMB.
The nationwide serial blasts left three persons dead
and some 150 injured.

Earlier, Colonel Nesar Ahmed, commanding officer
of the Bangladesh Rifles, claimed that “eight labour-
ers were lifting sand on to a boat from the Shalda
River close to the Indian border when the BSF men
opened fire”. Six escaped with bullet wounds, while
the soldiers “took away” the apparently lifeless bodies
of the other two, Col Ahmed said. “We assume the
two workers are dead,” he said, adding his unit was
trying to set up a meeting with the Indian force to dxs- ,
cuss the incident. — PTI & AFP -



‘Bangla coup ‘illegal’

Dhaka, Aug. 29 (PTI): A
Bangladesh high court today
declared “illegal” and “void”
the 1975 military takeover that
killed the country’s first Presi-
dent Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

Judges A.B.M. Khairul
Hug and A.TM Fazle Kabir

f

A g

made the observations in a
dispute over an abandoned
property in a writ challenging
the validity of a martial regu-
lation.

The rule was incorporated
in the country’s fifth constitu-
tional amendment ratifying
all martial law actions taken

between august 15, 1975 and
1979.

“Taking over the powers of
the People’s Republic of

“Bangladesh with effect from

the morning of 15th August,
1975, by Khondoker Mosh-
taque Ahmed, the usurper,
placing Bangladesh under
martial law and his assump-
tion of the office of the Presi-
dent of Bangladesh by procla-
mation of 20-8-75 were in clear
violation of the constitution
and as such illegal without
lawful authority, and without
jurisdiction,” the judges said.

“Consequently, all his sub-
sequent actions as the Presi-
dent of Bangladesh were ille-
gitimate and void,” they
added. ’

The judges also referred to
taking over of the presidency
by Major General Ziaur Rah-
man, who later founded the
now ruling Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP), on April
21,1977.

They observed it was also
“beyond the ambit of the con-
stitution and as such illegal”..

Zia’s widow Begum Khale-
da Zia now heads the BNP and
the party-led coalition govern-
ment in Bangladesh. Zia
was assassinated inh a coup in
May 1981,
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~~Bangla blasts .
% < : N\«
m\~  Challenge to Khaleda’s rule &
t is tob much of a coincidence that synchronised blasts of al
most 500 explosive devices could occur all over Bangladest
within one:and a half hours of Begum Khaleda Zia’s depar.
ture on a state visit to Beijing. That a banned jihadi outfit.
Jamatul Mujahideen, of Begum Zia’s coalition partner, the
Jamat-e-Islam, is responsible for the blasts, killing three and
injuring over 100, is now an established fact and even the gov-
ermnment has blamed the fundamentalist militant group. The
. most disturbing aspect of the serial blasts in 63 of Bang-
ladesh’s 64 districts is that it reveals the breadth of the net-
work this jihadi group has been able to set up. It clearly can
not only spread terror and mayhem in every nook and corner
of Bangladesh but also work towards its objective of an Isia-
mic state. Already the outfit has decreed that Bangladesh’s -
current judicial system and the Constitution are in conflict
with divine dictate. It has told Bangladeshis that until Sharia
laws are enforced they should go to khatib of mosques and
‘mohaddis of the madrasa$ and also to scholars of Islamic law
for adjudication. It has warned that if the government refus-
es to promulgate Islamic law, the soldiers of Allah will teach
the enemies of Islam “appropriate lessons of their life”
Undoubtedly all these pronouncements are an open chal-
lenge to-Khaleda’s government and seek to undermine its
authority. But this should not surprise her. When-she erh-
braced the Jamat-e-Islam and the Islamic Oikya Jote as her
" coalition partners in 2001 to defeat the Awami League, she
had been warned this would be politically syicidal. She also
ignored suggestions to distance herself from pro-Pakistan
elements who wanted to implement the Pakistani Jamat-e-
Islami agenda through the government. In the past four years,
these elements have infiltrated not only_ various layers of
. government but also built a vast network of operatives who
last Wednesday bared their fangs. Bangladesh is paying a
heavy price for allowing 8,000 Afghanistan-returned, Taliban-
trained mujahideen to operate from heavily armed camps in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and also for refusing to arrest the
Islamic terrorist Bangla Bhai who, since May last year has
spread terror and mayheém in north-western Bangladesh.
Under pressure from the Jamat, Begum Zia ordered the
release of even middle eastern terrorist groups. Now, the
" signs are extremely ominous for her, But she must realise she
is largely to blame for this state of affairs.
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Suspect owns
up to role in

B@/&& blasts

PRESS Trust of india o
Dhaka, August 18 }’K l'/

AN ARRESTED Islamic extrem-
ist has admitted to his involve-
ment in the bombings that
rocked Bangladesh on Wednes-
day, the police said. Over 400 ex-
plosions had ripped through the
nation, hitting all but one of its
64 districts, and Kkilling two peo-
ple besides injuring 140.

Bangladesh police interrogat-
ed about 50 people arrested in
connection with the blasts and
said they expected a break-
through shortly.

Police in western Satkhira
district arrested Muniruzzaman
Munna, a senior leader of Ja-
maat-ul-Mujaheedin, which is
believed to be behind the explo-
sions. He has reportedly con-
fessed that he had organised the
bomb attack in Satkhira district.

Police arrested Munna from
Itagachha area of the district af-
ter another Mujaheedin activist,
Nasiruddin, disclosed his name
to the police.

Nasiruddin confessed that he
carried the bomb, which explod-
ed at judges’ court area in
Satkhira. Police also arrested 13
others in this connection.

Leaflets from the Jamaat-ul-
Mujaheedin appeared at the site

of some gf\the blasts. Officials
said timing devices were found
at the scene of the blasts but
most of the bombs were small,
homemade devices wrapped in
tape or paper.

In Chapainawabganj, hun-
dreds of villagers chanting vers-
es from the Quran gathered for
the funeral of one of the two vie-
tims. Rabiul Alam, 40. was a
rickshaw driver.

“My son was not involved in
any (political) party, why did he
have to lose his life like this?”
lamented his elderly mother, Sai-
fura Begum.

She and her daughter waited
inside their tin-roofed brick
home as male relatives and
neighbours buried their beloved
son and brother in the village
graveyard.

A divorced father of a teenage
son, Alam lived with his elderly
mother in a village on the out-
skirts of Chapainawabganj.

“He used to provide for me.
Who'll look after me now?” said
Begum. “I want justice.”

Khairul, Alam’s 17-year-old
son who lives with his mother in
a neighbouring village, stood
quietly outside his father’s
house after returning from the
funeral. “I’ll now be deprived of
my father’s love and care.”

Suspects Neu Uddin, Ushub, Abul Hossain and Saiful Islam.
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- Bg_ggla dazed a«"f\‘o/\q\g

ANGLADESH AND its well-
wishers will probably thank
those responsible for the near-si-
multaneous detonation of crude
time-bombs in 63 of the country’s 64 dis-
tricts on Wednesday. We say ‘thank’ not
out of perversity, but because only such
a dramatic attack will be able to con-
vince the country’s two major political
forces — the Awami League and the
Bangladesh National Party — that their
“self-destructive struggle against each
other has allowed extremist forces to
grow to this frightening size. That 400 or
so devices would have had to be pre-
pared, despatched to the various desti-
nations, set to a particular time and em-
placed at various points, certainly
speaks of the logistical skills and reach
of the organisation responsible. The
panache — if we may call it that — of
the operation recalls the ghastly style of
al-Qaeda and its various offshoots. The
Jamaatul Mujahideen Bangladesh, an
organisation banned in February, has
been blamed. But there are some gques-
tions as to whether it had the capacity to
perpetrate an outrage of this scale.

According to one calculation, at least

134 people have been killed and over 1,000
injured across the country in bomb and
grenade attacks in the last six years. Of
these, 12 of the deadliest have taken place
in the last couple of years in the tentire of
the present four-party alliance govern-
ment led by the BNP. The worst of these
was the attack on the AL meeting on Ait-
gust 21 last year that killed 23 people, in-
cluding the party’s women affairs secre-
tary, Ivy Rahman, and injured Sheikh
Hasina and some 300 party activists.
Coming as they do some three months be-
fore the twice-postponed Saarc summit
in Dhaka, the blasts are a matter of con-
cern for the region as well as India.

New Delhi has long complained to Dha-
ka about the sanctuary that is being
provided to several insurgent groups in
its territory. Privately, India and other
friends of Bangladesh have been warn-
ing Dhaka about the consequences of
allowing radical Islamist groups to func-
tion unchecked. But the BNP has done
little on either score, in part because of
the Jamaat-e-Islami ally Wednesday’s
event will hopefully convince the Bangla-
desh ruling elite that its best choice is to
swim together, or drown separately.

~y
o



Patrolling on the streets of Dhaka on Thursday. — AFP

DHAKA, Aug. 18.
Bangladesh’s Intelligence
and law-enforcement agen-
cies admitted their failure
to prevent the orchestrated
nationwide terrorist attacks
yesterday, saying the inci-
dents demonstrated the
capability of the terror
group. At an emergency
meeting with the state
home minister, they con-
ceded that terror groups
could implement grenade
attacks across the country if
they wanted to. “It shows
that we have no
Intelligence. We have
failed,” admitted an official
who attended the meeting.
. Intelligence and law-
enforcement officials at the

~Muslim

deen have done for cen-
turies.” '
- The JMB is one of the
two extremist organisa-
tions recently banned by
the government. The
other is the Jagrata
Janata
Bangladesh. State minis-
ter. for home Mr
Lutfozzaman Babar, how-
ever, cautioned agencies

not. to raid madrasas and

mosques unless there was
specific information that
they. were linked to the
terror attacks.

Intelligence officials beli-

eved that the terrorists

might have been “inspired”
by -the 7 July bombings in

- London. They said that Ba-

<

emergency meeting did not .

name any suspect, but did
make oblique references to
the Awami League. They
did nof discuss evidence
blaming the blasts on
banned hardline Muslim
group “Jama’atul - Mujah-
ideen Bangladesh. Leaflets
found at the bombing sites
were purportedly from the
group, proclaiming: “We’re
the soldiers of Allah. We've
taken up arms for the
implementation of Allah’s
law the way Prophet,
Sahabis and heroic Mujahi-

ngladesh has 33 small Isl-
amic political parties which
do not recognise each other
and which do not have any
nationwide network. They
suspect a “certain quarter”
that wanted to create a rift
in the BNP-Jamaat allia-
nce, which could have been
why the JMB name of was
being used.

" Foreign analysts believe
the attacks were motivated
more by domestic . issues
thap international politics,
but. said that the govern-
ment could no longer deny
that there was an issue
with the fundamentalists.
Ms Jennifer Harbison,

research director of infor-
mation services at the
Control Risks Group, a
London-based  security
consultancy, said “the
attack was definitely out of
the ordinary and indicates
a much. more developed
and coordinated effort
than previously thought to
be possible”. The govern-
ment can no longer deny
there is an issue with fun-
damentalists, she said. She
said the- attackers may
have intended to “flex
their muscles,” discredit
the government and
recruit new members,
rather than kill. The near-
simultaneous nationwide
blasts left a great many
people — from beggars to
lawyers — severely injured
and petrified.

In the capital, bombs
went off between 11 a.m. .
and 11:30 a.m. and in most
cases someone brought
and placed them at the
target points a few min-
utes before the explosions,
witnesses and victims,

-some of them lying in hos-

pital beds with bandaged

limbs, said. In some cases,

the explosions took place

when people unwittingly

picked up-- packets of

explosives  from = the

ground, taking them to be
lost or fallen-objects.
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/ DHAKA B Sheikh Hasina demands an international inquiry

_+'Day after, Bangladesh

Iaunches hunt, nabs 100
I

Bangladeshl securlty personnel guard a street in Dhaka on Thursday. Reuters

NIZAM AHMED
DHAKA, AUGUST 18

ECURITY forces

detained dozens of

suspects in an in-

tense hunt on Thurs-
day for Islamic militants who
set off hundreds of crude
bombs across Bangladesh,
killing two people and injuring
more than 100.

Roughly 200 homemade
bombs exploded on the streets,
at courts and near key govern-
ment buildings in at least 60
cities and towns across the Is-
lamicnation shortly after Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
left Dhaka on Wednesday ona
five-day visit to China.

No one claimed responsibil-
ity for the blasts, which caused

little damage and appearedto
be aimed at spreading panic.
But copies of aleaflet found
at the bombssites carried a call
by abanned Islamic group, Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen, for Is-
lamic rule in Bangladesh.
Security was beefed up
throughout the country on
Thursday. In Dhaka, an elite
security force used sniffer
dogs searching for suspects
and bombs in key areas, in-
cluding hotels, and in diplo-
matic areas, witnesses said.
Police detained nearly 100
people suspected of connec-
tion with the bombings, said a
senior police officer who
asked not to be named.
Security officials said they
seized several live bombs from
detained suspects and found

others in various places. “We
have defused the bombs,
which had time devices,” said a
police officer at Narayanganj,
16 km east of Dhaka.

The Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
leaflets were found at most of
the blast sites. Besides calling
for Islamic rule in Bangladesh,
they also warned the United
States and Britain against oc-
cupation of Muslim nations.

Police in eastern India said
on Thursday, they were ques-
tioning two  suspected
Bangladeshi nationals arrested
in connection with distributing
leaflets and raising money for
an organisation, which had Al
Qaeda as part of its name.

The flyers explained in
Urdu the money would' be
used by mujahideen (holy

warriors) fighting i in support
of Muslims around the world,

Theywere being distributed
in some Muslim-dominated
neighbourhoods in Kolkata.

In a message from Beijing,
Khaleda condemned the
bombings as a “heinous, cow-
ardly, conspiratorial and well-
planned act of terrorism”.

Sheikh Hasina of the main
Opposition party, the Awami
League, demanded an inter-
national investigation into the
blasts. Bangladesh has a long
history of political violence
and feuds, particularly be-
tween the parties of Khaleda
and Hasina.

But authorities steadfastly
deny any suggestion of a rise
of Islamic militancy in the
country, although the govern-
ment banned Jamaat-ul-Mu-
jahideen and another Islamic
group, Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh, in February.

“The chilling scope of attacks
that swept the length apd
breadth of the country yester-
day should have no one in
doubt as to the intent, organisa-
tion, and capability of the ter-
rorists that were behind it,” a
leading English newspaper, the
Daily Star, said in an editorial.

About 90 pcof Bangladesh’s
140 million people are Muslim
and the ruling coalition in-
cludes several Islamic parties.
Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and Hasina’s
Awami League are secular.
Bangladeshis are worried that
Islamic militant groups could '
gain a foothold inimpoverished
Bangladesh. —Reuters
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~Awami wins

mayoral polls

- M '\J'

A h
DHAKA, May 10. —Ina
boost to Bangladesh’s
main Opposition Awami
League, its candidate Mr
Mohiuddin Chowdhury
today won the crucial may-
oral elections in
Chittagong, touted as the
battle of prestige between
the two main parties.

Mr Chowdhury defeated
Mir Md Nasiruddin, state
minister for civil aviation
who is backed by the rul-
ing four-party alliance, by
nearly 90,000 votes, the
EC announced.

The result will be offi-
cially declared after
almost a week in the
Government Gazette.

Mr Chowdhury won his
third consecutive term by
bagging 3,50,891 votes
while his rival secured
259,410 votes.

Victory marches were
staged amid tight security
in the Chittagong port city.

The ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party led by
Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia has accepted the result.
“We welcome the results...
BNP believes in democracy
and in an election some-
body will win and someone
will lose,” Mr Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury, a
senior par P told
reporters imChittagong.



" Deaf fears
~dog Hasina,
says daily

Dhaka, March 17 (PTI): For-
mer Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina Wajed has
gone deaf in her right ear after
i being injured in a grenade at-
" tack at a rally last year, a
media report said.
i Hasina, who is undergoing
. treatment at a Florida hospi-
tal, told the Prothom Alo daily
that she has lost all hearing
powers in her right ear.

At least 23 people were
killed and 300 others were in-
jured in a grenade attack on
August 21 last year at an
Awami League rally in Dhaka.

Threat to donors

Lashing out at donor states,
Bangladesh’s finance minister
Saifur Rahman has told them
to leave the aid-dependent
country if they cannot
adjust to its domestic
policies.

THE TELEGRAPH 18 MAR 7p9¢
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mi plalgs
3 shutdown N

durlng Saarc

Press Trust of India

DHAKA, Jan. 31. — Stray
incidents of violence that
left 30 people injured today
marked the end of a three-
day nationwide strike call-
ed by Bangladesh’s main
Opposition to protest a
deadly grenade attack on
its rally, but the Awami
League announced three
more shutdowns, including
one coinciding with the
Saarc summit.

“Our movement against
this failed government will
continue,” former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
Wajed. who heads the Awa-
mi League told reporters
here. She said protest de-
monstrations would contin-
ue with dawn to dusk
nationwide  strikes  on
Thursday, Saturday and
Sunday. “On 4 February
there will be mourning ral-
lies across the country,
while on 7 and 8 February
there will be protest rallies.”

When pointed out that
one of the strike days
would coincide with the
second day of the Saarc
summit, Ms Hasina said:
“This government could
not provide security to
Kibria and can they pro-
vide security to the guests
“Coming for the summit.”

A three-day non-stop
shut down ended today

across Bangladesh to
protest the grenade attack
on an Awami League rally
in northeastern Habiganj
district in which an Awami
MP and former finance
minister SAMS Kibria and
four others were killed.

On the final day of the
strike, former Bangladeshi
President Mr Badruddoza
Chowdhury, who was
forced to quit office by the
ruling party, staged a token
hunger strike along with his
son Mr Mahi B Chow-
dhury, MP, and party sup-
porters at the office of his
Bikalpadhara Bangladesh
political party here.

“A government  which
cannot provide sccurity to
the country’s people should
£o,” he said while criticising
the Khaleda Zia govern-
ment for failing to track

down the perpertrators of

the grenade attack.

During the day a group
of Awami lawmakers waiv-
ing black flags marched to
the parliament building and
announced the decision to
boycott President lajuddin
Ahmed new year's speech
to the House.

The Opposition had de-
manded that the Presi-
dent’s address be put back
by a day after adopting a
condolence resolution on
Kibria, which Speaker Mr
Jamiruddin Sircar said vio-
lated the Constitution.

0 1 FEB 2005



R ROPICE
(717 90,
IR

LGRS

e AQTSt, B, A
WIG: T FIFIE Sitwd
ffams cargett FraTR B WH W |
Ve Y& NGE WepoiE S
Nifera 714 fam groee | fog a=pe
Gret W siste-See e
& 772, e s sarem
@M wasa fRoprd 9w sm
@A, O A ATGE TSB! TS
4T OItHA A weeia w85
WYy voft (wem e 9FTIT
a3 sie wfim o ke
TINEFT! WIS AF 9B ©F
@5 (75 Twrgd |

whires W3 «fer P
AT T W 9@ 93] 93G I
AT (TE ARAIEE @)
Tifre’ cote @Rty A siifeae
WIS SIota A o FEAA |
TitE 2 TS W T4 AR
@ frares et @mRqE
wfew e

Sobb AT QFHTRE ANCA
AAIfFTE I e
e aEEE wal g o ww
fofa anferaee wRa facacen
#tw efém ) @
wd wPl wE ez TS
Mgleiet G wWRE T
TEFRI FiFs Pem @
diffr areeiifere faa® w@
AT & TAFANASE FHFIG
AT (STFW) F T T MR
AfFgE 93 wrEsifEis
fotrares ag 37

AR ‘stefdw FP6 arew
2558 AT WA (1 q2% ©iA
S WAwa TN B cATER
TS TEST | 9FZ AT AT
e wee Al wwet
AT oifFErE  aweE
Fylw FE SR 93 wfiw
oEre Al qeiTRR A
@2 el Seme Fraz
M| wWTed  AH 6%
AW TR FA TAAS
qEGTEd WA A ©IRm
W FE FrArs F W, @ e
fRfse @ e

& ARLAA (NS Aremwt fera
AT 43 wR AvEE fafig
(RS FTRE ANTADTA [0
TS e Ty WA e
A @rd frm 4ra® senE wac
e ¢ wae e e
TAFCIA «fFFRE Tere wiTw
afs wErgfeiitea Aen aw
T @2 e @ ey e
aferarsm v o The-3-
Ty wak Benfh @& cwiba
frrz 1 g2 waz s Sferas
THFE $ATB|

GCFA GHAN @i (oS
Tamia v Rem Falhn wr
@ FIE’ faremeE e
sftemt forarm) evlastan «fe
XE AT @NTEd  eFW:
“Freswee e wiEw qerEe
Fre T3, 93 Fom oS A
FAFACE W FiAcn iy st
Y M-wME @GS 9F T
IxE Aa ) |

(IE TR (@ 6! TWAT
T3, WiE o172 ¥fre 73 GIw
weifds farwmard |

&

ﬁﬂ?fﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ@@@ﬁf | ©1F #1778 RETFITE [NIBT FI0 (AT 0 | T | — 9 9 7

ANAD R ak

PATEIKA

: S REIA
© R, &Y foqH]

B T @ vt

>a q9%5: Ffe MRS soo Rrwme b om
T | QTHANCT Wl 3

oE @SB (AT 51 20 NRTER Wrw
RETFITeIT FICE 4TH AN velb (e @i
(&SR RN U8 | SIS AN AT
Tea B! (51151 (FTrI2 el ZEIRIcTs 21 )

wy FiGaMICes WS ouit T [rwed 1)
o weE fafen emimifes Samm s
@iefE FI6) 71 fifera adme oifw & o e
&3 AT woo T WTS & W)

FE AN IR 93 Rofe WAs [{owd
OIS JeTo BRI AT T ZLAR A o1
AWE| B @refE @% e Wi «qre ey
(o7 IT FAHFS 41 elmf 9l fFe @& o
T oh =g S0 @RrE W Afe-weta
@I AENTACH T 208 RTFIRE (PING TG Tow1
F-ETES GFT AN AP O we e Rrwe @3
ggw) TG Afoud Jepwmm ARE THITE,
RewRe TS IR A0 GF6! 47 ST FI0T
feell AfS qmR Se w9I% PRE G TN
TeRIERITS cnasfias siiem a3 shemfy forst) @
%2 38 (AT b IfFTIT W2 QT S 2|
g v oifir o om €2 wrme GEm
gfarare 09 4e@ Feafes swia)

LI (318 23, 28 Wl #ItA|

REa 3, “oAfaslae ey Rowaaefs
O 20| @RNE A0, [fFE S Fe @S @
PS FCAR|” QA8 2R (G €2 TAF HWGE FA
TR GG (0e] ST 2R @ S|

(PG ARG TNeTA w1 -frEe awifis
e A Fis G e asgs
TEIER -9 eibiaed face | wis A T
wiwd el iy P @iz afesm wiF
TIfACE R MR TIT R TS | o P
Tore oNfs el WRF qetame 93 WAl
TAEPRIR 3TN AL W) AR SIS eF Ta
W o [era ARG givae sfeae @2 oned wel
(TR IRENICNE TOCOS |

e 9w Rrwefs 9 siem erRibe @rsE)
« IRCIA (9B G2 ZITHEa IR RUFERreR @
fRIeIa1T errs A AT (AT =T BT Frafea
wwe) ifera s wevew ) o oG @
FHR REE o qfm @, v @i, &
Hreeifes Ruame, dqawdn Afbaem, s

frefRmrierd, sifdw yor, (@5 9z fqfeq 5=
(ATF RCPREE 197 TIPS A0

« gole FreEae 90— b5, TZG, TwHE,
LEEl,  qACeiEd, IR, wimeE,  @aEl,
cT=farena, Fhm, ey, aaigesig, wRwe.
Fraresie, ez, sesi, e, parorel, o,
@5y, Reraiaeie, sifepg, Tuize, wressrEl, iR,
TR, oW, IFANT @I THIR-E WA
TS FEenu @ W (WEe T[S (@ (AT
TG, A, A TR, (2% FIER TS T
@ o 77 el el gv xme3 wiwns zeny
T 5T RoEE T8 78 Gy @i

fogs pore 9F oA aeifer e
94%e wiew (ob)| o7 @36 Fe| areifzg az
e FEEa wie [ArwEed 3R%ER
wize o S afw, afq g @3z wons 3e
THIF TR, @ S B AT 9wl @
57 2Te 75 ATe WATS Crn 1 AT, AR 92
(AT (PN R (7 7 werR | v-fea fafse a2
IR W (@S )

TRRIE fem @5 W e ®iad SRR
T 4 GFTT (TS @A @ @S HHA
FErFENAN QG (G5 SuiGE- e
feE AfE BWeR Siifed bisiE (72 (AIIE 12 & |
@ qEdiaice desl Jerae el se
wfe zaf SRSy Foifer afefifigie T
e ww3 A S5 e g fom STwea
forcares agewEl e o s gud siag
farFReE (68 (tin AieW GideE 2aifEw
hcaei-qider SIferars O JeT0ed, ZRETFdlia
YIS (SEBCER AEWA SeefEfer qREd
AR | O T QNG L= I AYTTE - o |

GNATe ciEamore dwE em S
Rawf3 @be Fwre o5 wiferms wi=s)
FFANY TrS-T-TAIN @B (ehe *fEF | @
AR A e o YR 43R TS P
el Qe At 1'% sesacs fWirm wm
AIFE | G WS Se-SaA-gerEima e
(TR FL— AT G2 FIF-9F BT T
Gferaisl SITR | WEd T3 Sl [Ranf?-7 70
(A3 R T8 T 21 W3 Wi BITs
GE FLACR| LBIITT TS ™{F e e, =
sirears Afee @9 fars ora, Sig e
) 43 fom GO @ (T ATRI & o] T
HIZF WA W FA0Z

SIS T, TEE TSI Ye{ER Al
RfEgra [Awrs #IE5! QR 7 Te-SER)

\



JIHAD IN BANGLADESH

(X India Has To Adopt Both Tough And Concnllatory Postures
he recent h of Awami

I League leader Khorshed
Alam Bacchu followed by a

strike and violence in Dhaka re-
flects the atmosphere of terror
and lawlessness which has grip-
ped Bangladesh. For nearly
three years, bombings, assassina-
tions and religious violence have
swept the country. On 27 Janu-
ary 2005 a grenade attack on an
Awami League rally in Habib-
ganj district killed four people,
including the former finance
minister and triggered violence
all over the country.

The Awami League, the main
opposition party, held the gov-
ernment of Khaleda Zia res-
ponsible for the lawlessness.
Though politics in Bangladesh
has alwgys been marked by viol-
ence, the situation has worsened
sincg/ BNP came to power in
Ocpbber 2001.

ndus attacked

In the October 2001 general
election the fundamentalist
- Jamat-e-Islami emerged as the
third largest party. The elections
were followed by largescale at-
tacks on Hindus and activists of
the Awami League. A number of
people were killed. Hindu-do-
minated areas in Barisal, Bhola,
Satkhira, Jessore, Khulna, Kus-
htia and Bogra, were the worst
hit. Amnesty International re-
ported in December 2001 that
Hindus who make up less than
10 per cent of the Bangladesh
population of 130 million came
under attack and more than 100
Hindu women were reportedly
raped.

While Jamat may not be dir-
ectly behind these attacks, its in-
clusion in the government is a
signal to more radical groups
enjoying protection of the
authorities. The most militant
group — Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Is-
lami (HUJI), which is reported
to have more than 15,000 mem-
bers, was held responsible by
many for attacks against the reli-
gious minorities, secular intel-
lectuals and journalists.

Western intelligence agencies
have expressed the fear that
Bangladesh is turning into a hav-
en where jihadis can move freely
and train and organise them-
selves. The Canadian Security
Intelligence Service prepared a
report in July 2003 which expres-
sed the concern that the
Bangladesh government was not
doing enough to prevent the
country from becoming a hotbed
for the Islamic terrorists in
South Asia and stated that some
of the extremists operating in
Bangladesh had links with Al
Qaida. It said that the Bangla-
desh government is unwilling to
crack down on terrorists. Coin-
ciding with the CSIS report in
the press, the US state depart-
ment issued a warning in which it
said that it had received infor-
mation about threats to its

The author is a former Director,
National Police Academy

By SANKAR SEN

embassy in Dhaka, and caution-
ed Americans in Bangladesh to
remain vigilant.

Earlier in an article titled “Re-
ligious extremism, their rise in
Bangladesh”, published in Jane’s
Intelligence Review, May 2002,
Bertil Leimtner, a well known
columnist on South East Asia,
referred to the worrying deve-
lopments in Bangladesh coin-
ciding with the ascendancy of
organisations such as HUJI, the
spread of the jihadi movement,
the unfettered activities of the
Jamat-e-Islami, the Islamic

Chhatra Sibir (ICS), student
wing of the Jamat-e-Islami, and
the proliferation of madrasas in
Bangladesh. It stated that extre-
mist influence is growing in
Bangladesh, specially in the
countryside.

The Islamic movement in
Bangladesh has prospered for
several reasons. Many people in
Bangladesh have a nostalgic
attachment to Pakistan and a
distrust for India. Because of the
deepening socio-economic crisis
in Bangladesh, Islamic funda-
mentalism is not only attractive
to the religious poor but also to
educated people who see in it
their political future. Poor gov-
ernance, mounting corruption
and lack of confidence in the
bureaucracy have made the
concept of a pure corruption-
free society ruled by Islam a very
attractive alternative option.

Islamisation

In a paper on, “State of mino-
rities in Bangladesh: From secu-
lar to Islamic hegemony”, Sal-
eem Samad, a perceptive anal-
yst, points out that though the
new state of Bangladesh emerg-
ed as a secular polity with a cons-
titutional embargo on religion in
politics, the process of Islamisa-
tion started even under Shiekh
Mujibur Rahman who revived
the Islamic Academy (banned in
1972) and upgraded it to a
Foundation (in March 1975) and
increasingly attracted Islamic
gatherings.

However, the process of using

Islam for leadership legitimisa-
tion gathered momentum during
the military regimes of General
Ziaur Rahman (1975-1981) and
General HM Ershad (1982-
1990). During the Zia regime,
the Constitution was amended
to delete secularism as one of
the four principles. The eighth
amendment to the Constitution
declared Islam as a state
religion. Even some radical and
Left politicians shifted from
their traditional progressive
doctrine and turned into
champions of Islamic politics.

The Vested Property Act, a
continuation of the old Enemy
Order, makes Hindu-held pro-
perties insecure because the
ownership has to be proved at
various levels. It has been used
extensively to appropriate pro-

perties of the Hindus. The
Hindu minority suffered under
governments of both the Awami
League and the Bangladesh
National Party.

Islamic hardliners are also
eroding multi-cultural ethos of
Bangladesh. Because of acute
poverty, private madrasas recei-
ving funds from Gulf countries
and Arab charities offer edu-
cational opportunities to chil-
dren in rural areas. According to
the latest estimate, there are
about 68,000 madrasas in Bang-
ladesh. Most of them are beyond
government control and super-
vision. Students coming out of
these become ill-equipped to
work in secular institutions and
turn into religious fanatics.

Till recently Bangladesh offi-
cials routinely dismissed the alle-
gation that their country is be-
coming a hotbed of militancy
and violence and dismissed all
such reports as biased and moti-
vated.

However, because of pressure
from donor countries, the
Bangladesh government has now
woken wup and has been
compelled to initiate action ag-
ainst some terrorist outfits. It
has arrested a number of
suspected militants as well as a
professor of Arabic named Mo-

hammad Asadulla-al-Galib who
has been accused of maintaining
ties with suspected militants in
the Middle East and Western
Asia,

The Bangladesh government
has also banned Jammtul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
and accused it of creating “social
unrest by misleading a group of
youths and abusing their religi-
ous sentiments”. The police also
are trying to nab Aziz-ur-Reh-
man, popularly known as Bang-
labhai who, with his followers of
about 10,000 is trying for an
Islamic revolution in several
districts bordering India.

This crackdown followed the
strong displeasure expressed at a
meeting of the donor countries
in Washington where represen-
tatives from the USA, UN,
World Bank, European Union
expressed displeasure at the ris-
ing tide of violence and militancy
in Bangladesh and threatened to
stop funds. The Bangladesh gov-
ernment has reportedly launch-
ed action against some of the
terrorist outfits. This will be a
matter of some satisfaction for
India.

Bangla angle

However, the harsh fact is that
there are as many, if not more,
terrorist camps in Bangladesh
than in Pakistan and more In-
dian fugitives have been given
shelter in Bangladesh than in
Pakistan. Nevertheless, many
observers feel that these are
cosmetic exercises. It would be
difficult for the Khaleda govern-
ment, dependent on support of
the fundamentalists, to rein in
the jihadis. There is a lack of
strong political will to firmly
tackle extremism. Further, this is
not going to be an easy job. The
urban middle class may resent
the fundamentalists and dismiss
them as reactionaries. But their
influence is growing in the coun-
tryside. The role model for many
young men in rural areas, as a
foreign diplomat puts it, is “a
dedicated Islamic cleric with his
scull cap, flowing robes and
beard”.

India has to adopt both tough
and conciliatory postures. There
is realisation even in the BNP
circles that the party has to re-
pair relations with New Delhi.
Befriending Pakistan and bash-
ing India will be counter-produc-
tive.

It may serve the interest of the
small elite but it could be
disastrous for Bangladesh. India
also has to take note of concerns
and sensitivities of Bangladesh
and live down its image as a
regional bully. The suspicion
that India prefers Awami
League is still very strong. The
movement in Assam to starve
out immigrants is also creating
fresh resentment. Issuing work
permits for Bangladeshis should
be considered. It will not only
help immigrants to find jobs in
India but also help stop illegal
entry.
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" Khaleda’'s way of taking revenge
g

he recent staging of a silent march in Dhaka by editors l

of all national dailies of Bangladesh to protest against
the killing of a senior Khulna journalist by militants
underscores the concern that the country’s fourth estate
conveys over insecurity. This is the first time that editors
ignoring their differences decided to lodge a united
" protest. In the last three years, five reputed journalists are
killed in circumstances that leave large questions
unanswered. In no case has anything approaching justice
been attempted.

The Prime Minister herself withdrew charges against a
minister who was chargesheeted for murdering a Jessore
journalist. Among those murdered, was the president of
Khuina Press Club and a BBC correspondent, respected
for gutsy reporting. Three killings have taken place inside
Khulna Press club.

Khulna has earned the distinction of being a killing field
for journalists. During the last decade, 15 of them were
killed, with two bodies yet to be recovered. Khulna
journalists out of disgust, “no longer demand justice as we
have been denied justice”. What is worrying the country’s
Press fraternity is Khaleda’s attitude towards a free press
which prompted her to put behind bars and severely
torture men like Muntasir Mamoon, Shahriar Kabir and
Salim Samad, without framing specific charges against
them. i

All charges were dismissed later by courts as “frivolous”. :
Earlier two British TV journalists were imprisoned for a |
month and their films confiscated for “trying to show
Bangladesh in poor light”. No wonder the New York-based
Committee to Protect Journalists last year said Bangladesh
was “the most risky country for journalists to work in”. The |
Brussels-based Reporters Sans Frontier too, has labelled
Bangladesh as “too dangerous for journalists to perform
their duty”.

Khaleda’s reaction is to describe “these attempts at
tarnishing the government’s image as a conspiracy to
destabilise our country”. What causes serious concern is
that ruling Islamic fundamentalists are sending shrouds
and written death threats to those who are exposing
elements working to Talibanise the country. The result is
that many terror -struck journalists have abandoned the
profession.

‘Begum Zia and her son Tarek Rahman, the country’s
most powerful extra-constitutional authority, following the
old Pakistani tradition, have also been deriding the Press
in numerous ways. They have cut power lines of dailies,
critical of misdeeds, but also denied them government and
even private advertisements. Dailies are being pressurised
to close down. Their coalition partners target “unfriendly”
journalists and dailies not toeing their line. Unfortunately
what is not realised is the price they will have to pay one
day for this. ’
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Violence in strik

{

Dhaka: Riot police on gaturday
used tear gas and rubber bullets to 3
quell violence in strike-gripped
Bangladesh leaving several protes-
tors injured even as the government
flayed the opposition for organising
the shutdown at a time when stu-
dents examinations were on

Violence erupted in old parts of
capital Dhaka when the police
tried to chase pro-strike marchers
of the main opposition Awami
League party.

In retaliation the protestors
smashed stones at security forces
and bricks at riot police, ATN
Bangla Television said.

Several people were injured. One
such incident was also reported
from another part of the old Dhaka
area. Many were also arrested dur-
ing the clashes, police said.

Minor scuffles and incidents of
police using batons was reported §
from elsewhere in Dhaka and in
northeastern Sylhet district. There

grlppe Bangladesh-

The strike, the second in four
days, was called by the opposition
§ Awami League to protest the
killing of its activist Khorshed
Alam Bacchu on Tuesday in Dha-
ka’s Tejgaon area. He was the par-
ty’s Dhaka unit law secretary and
joint general secretary of the Dha-
ka District Bar Council.

Police were grilling five sus- !
| pects arrested since the killing.
The shutdown forced the second
cancellation of crucial college
leaving tests making parents as
well as students angry.

“It only proves that the opposi-
tion party is not concerned about
the fate of students and general
masses,” local government
minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
also the secretary general of
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) told reporters.

§ However, Awami League chief
| and former prime minister Sheikh

Banaladesh poli t activists of 1asina Wajed Warned of more
were no reports of violence from a“t?‘ea Ae "':i“l_'::woe"“;':_;"es da -st S 9% such action unless the killings of
rest of the country. wa gue during a day-long

P her party people stopped.
Schools were shut and important strike in Dhaka on Saturday “Why won't we call hartal

examinations were either put back or ate, but a large number of rickshaws (strike)? If we don’t get justice, hartal
rescheduled. Most private offices were and other vehicles were seen on the isa must,” she told a ceremony organ-
shut. Inter-district buses did not oper- streets of Dhaka. ised by the party yesterday. rn
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Bangladesh court has sen-
tenced 22 people to death and
six others to life in jail for
killing an Opposition lawmak-
er last year, officials said.

The lawmaker, Ahsanullah
Master, a senior member of
Bangladesh’s main Opposi-
tion Awami League, and a
young man were killed when a
group of armed men opened
fire on a rally being addressed
by the politician on May 17,
2004.

“1 sentence 22 people to
death by hanging as their di-
rect involvement in the killing
has been proved undoubtedly,”
Judge Shahed Nuruddintolda
packed court.

Of the 22 people facing the
gallows, seven belong toruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), five to the Awami
League and the rest to BNP’s
ally Jatitya Party,” special
public prosecutor advocate
Latif Talukdar said.

Three months after his

22 on death row
Awami |

Dhaka, April 16 (Reuters): A(‘;

Ahsanullah Master

death, Ahshanullah’s son Mo-
hammad Zahid Ahsan Russel
took his father’s seat in parlia-
ment. Eighteen of the accused
were tried and sentenced in
absentia.

“Out of 30 accused, police
could arrest only 12, while oth-

"ers were absconding,” said

lawyer Mohammad Alamgir.
Former Prime Minister

y he

fO\l'/g
ing

Sheikh Hasina, chief of the
Awami League, said the mas-
termind of the murder re-
mained at large.

“The probe and the subse-
quent verdict were incomplete
as police failed to expose the
real mastermind of the mur-
der in their investigation due
to interference of the govern-
ment,” Hasina said.

Hasina escaped an assassi-
nation attempt in August 2004
when grenades exploded at a
Dhaka rally she was address-
ing. Over 30 party leaders and
workers were killed in the at-
tack.

Former finance minister
Shah Abu Mohammad Sham-
sul Kibria, a senior leader of
Awami League and a lawmak-
er, and four others were killed
and 70 wounded in a grenade
attack at a rally in northeast-
ern Hobiganj district in Janu-
ary. Bangladesh police have
charged 10 people in connec-
tion with Kibria’s death, in-
cluding local BNP activists.
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‘Bangladesh’s ruling

g At PP :
coalition party splits

DHAKA, April 14.— The Bangladesh Jatiya Party, one
of the four parties of Bangladesh’s ruling alliance led by
Mrs Khaleda Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
split today, with Mr MA Matin, a presidium membe:
announcing that the party chairman Mr Naziur Rahman
Monjur was being “relieved” of his responsibility for
“anti-party” and “anti-alliance” comments.

Mr Matin claimed all four MPs of the party and
majority of the presidium members were on his side.

“We were with the alliance, we are with the alliarce
and we will remain with the alliance,” he said.

Mr Monijur, now in a hospital, refused to make any
comment, only saying Mr Matin could not undertake
such a decision legally.

Hasina’s son comes to her aid

Mr Sajib Wajed Joy, the only son of Bangladesh’s Opjpo-
sition leader Mrs Hasina Wajed, today returned to the
country to help his mother in fulfilling her political am-
bitions. This is the second time in a year that the UJS-
educated Mr Joy has come back to Dhaka but he denjed
having any intention of joining politics. “I am not think-
ing of joining politics,” he told reporters soon after arrjy-
ing in the capital, adding: “I will try to help my mother
by remaining on her side.”

15 APR 2005
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~Khaleda alleges plot
against-Bangladesh

) P gd}y Haroon Habib \(‘ ')( P

DHAKA, FEBRUARY. 18. The Bangladesh Frime
Minister, Khaleda Zia, has urged the people
to resist a “deep-rooted conspiracy” being
executed against Bangladesh by certain po-
litical parties in league with “foreign allies” |
to create unrest and halt the country’s for-
ward march.

“A deep-rooted conspiracy is going on
against Bangladesh. This conspiracy is
against development, democracy and the
religion of the country,” reported the state-
run news agency BSS, quoting the Prime
Minister as saying at a public rally in south-
ern Barguna’'s Pathorghata upazila on
Thursday.

The private UNB news agency quoted her
as saying, “Today, a deep conspiracy is go-
ing on against the country. Certain political
parties are involved in the conspiracy. They,
along with their lackeys, want to create un-
rest in the country and don’t want its devel-
opment.” Without naming anyone, the
Prime Minister said, “They’ want to make
Bangladesh a vassal state and install a pup-
pet government here, which will abide by
their guidance.”
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breeding ground of Islamic

terror. In the six years since
1999, 28 major bomb and gre-
nade attacks by jihadi fanatics
have killed 139 people and
maimed more than a thousand
others. Besides a cross-section of
centre-left political activists,
those killed included members
of ethnic and religious minority
communities, secular inteliectu-
als, progressive writers and jour-
nalists. At the receiving end of
Islamist attacks are icons of plu-
ralist Bengali culture — musical
concerts, opera shows, cinema
houses, mazzars of Sufi divines
and Ahmediya shrines. The la-
test trend is to take on NGOs
active in the. socio-economic
sector like the BRAC and Gra-
meen Bank.

Bomb attacks

The hardest hit is the Awami
League having lost in the last
one year two of its sitting MPs
including former finance minis-
ter A S M S Kibria, and scores of
other activists. A fierce grenade
attack on a party rally (Dhaka 21
August 2004) aimed at killing
Sheikh Hasina, the opposition
leader and former prime minis-
ter, missed the target, but killed
24 other people including Ivy
Rehman, president of the party’s
women wing. Two separate
bomb attacks at the historic
Shah Jalal shrine in Sylhet last
year killed eight persons and
seriously wounded the British
High Commissioner to Bang-
ladesh.

The BNP-Jamaat-e-Islami co-
alition government has betrayed
incredible lack of concern at the
sharply rising trajectory of politi-
cally motivated Islamist mayhe-
ms. Instead of bringing the real
culprits to book, the regime has
imprisoned opposition leaders,
university professors, journalists
and human rights activists for
-long, spells without trial under
the notorious Special Powers
Act. Scotland Yard, FBI and In-
terpol teams that had come to
assist in the investigation of the
attacks on the British High Co-
mmissioner and the Awami Lea-
gue rally, withdrew when they
realized that the Khaleda gov-
ernment had no interest in gett-
ing to the bottom of the savage
crimes.

In the last two years, the police
had arrested from different plac-
es many Islamic terrorists with
incriminatory documents and
weapons, but for want of follow-
up the courts concerned have let
them off. They had all been
recruited from mosques run by
the Jamaat-e-Islami. Police offi-
cers investigating terrorist bomb
attacks in Sylhet have alleged
that orders from “higher-ups”

Bangladesh has become a

The author is former Additional Sec-
retary, Research and Analysis Wing

By BIBHUT! BHUSAN NANDY

have jettisoned arrest and inter-
rogation of suspects; even men-
tioning their names in case
records is prohibited.
International media — Time,
Far Eastern Economic Review,
Wall Street Journal, Guardian
and New York Times — have

ts on the spiralling Islamic terror
networks, their foreign links and
financial support, as well as
presence of Al Qaeda and Tali-
ban fugitives in the country. But
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and
other ministers have pooh-
poohed these wake up calls as a
vilification campaign to tarnish
the image of Bangladesh.

Though the J-e-1 is a partner
of the BNP-led coalition govern-
ment, some Jamaat leaders,
notably the arch communal MP
Delwar Hossain Saidi, and top
leaders of the Islami Oikya Jote,
another fundamentalist constitu-
ent of the ruling four-party alli-
ance, are members of the sup-
reme advisory councils of the
Harkat-ul Jihad-e-Islam (HuJI)
and the Islami Manch. HuJI was
set up in 1989 by leading Bangla-
deshi mujahideens who had join-
ed the jihad against the Soviet
occupation army in Afghanistan.
The Manch is a co-ordinating
umbrella organization of lead
Islamic terrorist groups that
want to establish an Islamic state
comprising Bangladesh, Assam,
Tripura, Muslim-majority dis-
tricts of West Bengal, and the
Rohingiya Muslim-dominated
Arakan Hills of Burma.

Human rights abuse

The militant Rohingiya Soli-
darity Organisation (RSO), a
component of the Islami Manch,
is a creation of the Jamaat and
operates entirely under its lea-
dership and control. The admi-
nistration of Rajsahi district and
two BNP ministers had actively
supported the JMIB for elimina-
ting leading local cadres of the
Awami League on the pretext of
curbing left-wing extremism.

4 [ ] ‘ 4 2

The government panicked when
the World Bank and western
donor countries threatened to
stop aid, citing unmitigated
terror and wanton human rights
violation as the reason, and ban-
ned two jihadi organizations —
Jamatul Mujahideen (JuM) and
Jagrata Muslim Janata, Bangla-

R . s ey

desh (JMIJB). The police arrest-
ed a ‘number of Islamists inclu-

-ding Dr Assadullah Al Ghalib,

Professor of Arabic in the Raj-
sahi University -and Ameer of
the Ahl-e-Al Hadis Council of
Bangladesh. Banglabhai, the
dreaded commander of the
JMIB, was said to have crossed
over to a safe haven in West
Bengal. The anti-terrorist opera-
tions predictably tapered off as
soon as western pressure relax-
ed, but interrogation of arrested
militants has thrown new light
on the green menace in Bangla-
desh. Dr Ghalib is the kingpin
the JuM and JMJB networks.
Closely linked to pro-Salafi radi-
cal organizations and leaders of
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Libya,
other Middle East countries and
India, he regularly visits these
countries on pseudonymous pas-
sports. Over the years, he has re-
ceived huge funds from different
organizations in the Middle
East, notably Hayat-ul-Igacha of
Saudi Arabia and the Islamic
Revival Heritage of Kuwait with-
out the required government
clearance. With these funds he
has constructed more than 600
mosques, using some of them as
centres for training terrorists. Dr
Ghalib has assiduously built up
considerable following in the
Lalgola border belt of West
Bengal and established close ties
with the Students Islamic Move-
ment of India (SIMI) that had
organised a series of lethal bomb
blasts in Mumbai in 2003.

Abdul Matin Salafi, an Indian
national from Uttar Pradesh,
who had been actively involved
in the Salafi movement in Saudi
Arabia, operated in Bangladesh
in the Eighties. The Ershad gov-
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ernment deported and blacklis-
ted him, but he is still a conduit
of funds from the Middle East
for the Islamists in the country.
The Bangladesh police have
estimated that four Islamist or-
ganizations — JMIJB, JuM,
Sahadat Al Hikma and Ahl-e-Al
Hadis — together have 2000-
strong armed cadres operating
in 17 of the country’s 64 districts,
and 80,000 supporters through-
out Bangladesh.

Danger ahead

Though they tactically operate
under different names, the jihadi
groups complement one ano-
ther. The JuM and JMJB func-
tion under the joint command of
Dr Ghalib, Banglabhaj and the
JMIB spiritual guru Abdur Ra-
hman Salafi. Of the 87 terrorists
arrested in the latest drive as
many as 39 have been identified
as cadres of the Jamaat-e-Islami
and the pro-Jamaat Islami
Chhatra Shibir.

A recent publication in Dhaka
has exposed a long-term Jamaat
game plan to launch at a suitable
time an armed struggle for cap-
turing power. In such an even-
tuality, the Islamist outfits will
no doubt rally forces with the J-
e-I to turn Bangladesh into an
Islamic theocracy. Clearly, the J-
e-I has been nurturing Islamic
terror, but the BNP is averse to
reining in the Jamaat, let alone
severing its alliance with the
fundamentalist party. In the
2001 election, the BNP polled
37+ percent votes against the
Awami League score of 41 per-
cent, but the Jamaat’s share of
eight per cent votes and 18 seats
secured for the ruling alliance 46
percent of votes and more than
two-thirds majority in the par-
liament. On the other hand, by
contesting the elections sepa-
rately in 1996, the BNP had lost
power to the Awami League and
the Jamaat could win only three
parliamentary seats. The obvi-
ous mutual electoral advantage
is a strong inducement. for the
continuance of the BNP-Jamaat
marriage of convenience.

The rise of radical political
Islam in Bangladesh portends
trouble for the whole region. Of
immediate concern is its spillover
into India’s eastern and northeas-
tern peripheries that already face
a demographic peril due to un-
restrained illegal immigration
from across the border. Undet-
erred circulation of inflammatory
Islamist literature and video-
cassettes smuggled from Bang-
ladesh into Assam and West Ben-
gal has been stoking Talibani
extremism among sections of the
minority community. The fact
that obeying mullahs’ fatwa,
Muslims in parts of Mushidabad
district have socially and econo-
mically ostracised local bauls who
sing paeans of humanism is a
pointer to the looming danger.
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VOLATILE BANGLADESH

BANGLADESH’S CONFRONTATIONIST POLI-
TICS has given rise to an intolerance in public
life that is alarming. The recent killing of
S.A.M.S. Kibria, a former Finance Minister and a
prominent member of the Opposition Awami
League, in a grenade attack at a public meeting,
is a case in point. This was followed by other
bombings, one of which killed a journalist.
These are bloody reminders of the steady dete-
rioration of political discourse. It was only six
months ago that the Awami League leader,
Sheikh Hasina, narrowly escaped an assassina-
tion attempt. The grenade attack on her sparked
countrywide protests and expressions of con-
cern by the international community, prompt-
ing Prime Minister Khaleda Zia to promise a
swift investigation to track down the perpetra-
tors. However, that case appears set 1o join the
long list of unsolved bombings and grenade at-
_ tacks over the past year. It explains why a similar
promise by the Bangladesh Prime Minister in
the Kibria murder case has little credibility. The
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party has alleged
that some of the attacks were engineered by the
Opposition to make the Government look bad.
If that were true, it should have been all the
more in the Government's interests to identify
the culprits and get them punished. 1ts failure to
do so has created a climate of impunity and
given credence to the charge that it is shielding
the elements behind such violence.

The Opposition alleges that extremist groups
with links to two Islamist parties in the ruling
coalition — the Isiamic Oikiya jote and the Ja-
maat-e-Islami — are responsible for the vio-
lence. It has not helped the Zia Government’s
image at home or abroad that from about the
same time the United States launched its “war
on terror” in Afghanistan, Bangladesh has found
frequent mention in the annals of international
security as a haven for Islamist extremism.
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While Dhaka vehemently denies reports that §nk
it to extremist groups, its case has not be
strengthened by a spate of attacks on religious
minorities, especially on members of the Aha-
madiyya Muslim sect. The Government’s deci-
sion in 2004 to ban Ahamaddiya publications
seemed only to reinforce the growing influence
of the religious Right. It was perhaps to dispel
the impression that has gained ground of Ban-
gladesh as a hotbed of religious extremism that
two days after the killing of Mr. Kibria, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia formally requested the U.S.
Federal Bureau of Investigation to assist in the
investigation. In return, the U.S. is said to have
asked for a “clear commitment” from the Gov-
ernment that it wants to solve the case.

New Delhi found the situation in Bangladesh
bad enough to cite it as one of the two principal -
reasons for cancelling Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s participation in the Dhaka summit
of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation scheduled for February 6 and 7. But
by raising the issue at the last minute and tag-
ging it along with the other, more important rea-
son for the decision — King Gyanendra’s
February 1 coup in Nepal — India has opened
itself to questions about its motives for mention-
ing it at all. It can be argued that security in the
Bangladesh capital became a cause for concern
only after the January 27 incident that killed Mr.
Kibria, and that the decision not to participate in
the summit was guided by the Indian Govern-
ment’s assessment of the situation thereafter.
The interesting question is whether Mr. Singh
would have called off his Dhaka visit had there
been no crisis in Nepal. The developments in
Bangladesh certainly have implications for In-
dia’s security and foreign policy. At the same
time, New Delhi should be aware that it must
handle relations with Dhaka deftly so as not to
give any room for accusations that it is taking
sides in Bangladesh’s volatile politics.
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- Demonised Other

n Bangladesh, for instance,

there are about 200,000 ille-

gal firearms, almost all in

the hands of (local) terror-
ists, popularly known as the mas-
tans.

Some reports indicate that
about 600 to 700 illegal firearms
enter the country everyday
through its borders, indicating
the existence of an informal
arms bazaar in the region. Small
arms are also manufactured
locally in illegal factories within
the country.

During 2001-2002, the use of
illegal weapons became so ram-
pant that the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment had to launch a military
operation named, “Operation
Clean Heart” to bring the perpe-
trators to book. Indeed, one of
the major tasks of the joint
forces in this operation was to
recover illegal firearms.

In this operation 2,016
firearms of different categories
were recovered, including six
AK-47s, two M-16 rifles and few
sub-machine guns (SMG).
There were also many local guns
in that cache, these were either
smuggled in or produced within
the country. But that is not all.

On the night of 1-2 April 2004,
police and Coast Guard forces
seized illegal arms from a gov-
ernment-owned jetty in the
Anwara coast of Chittagong.
The seizure has been described
as the “largest single” arms con-
signment to have been intercept-
ed by law enforcement officials
in Bangladesh.

See table for a detailed inven-
tory of arms and ammunition
seized in Chittagong. There are
different schools of thought
about the latest arms seizure.
Some believe that it was meant
for the United Liberation Front
of Asom, others thought that the
weapons were meant for the
Tripura rebels. Some even
included the Nepalese Maoists
and the Kashmiri militants as
possible buyers.

One plausible theory, howev-
er, is that the consignment was
shipped from Hong Kong and
was destined for the Tamil
Tigers, but after a chase from
the Indian or Sri Lankan Navy,
the suppliers decided to hide the
weapons in a safe warehouse in
Bangladesh until time permitted
for the consignment to be
shipped back to its original cus-
tomers.

Looking at the composition of
the weaponry this could indeed
be true. What is however more
frightening is the existence of a
sophisticated network of illegal

The Other is sometimes Indian, sometimes Bangladeshi,
sometimes beyond Indian and Bangladeshi. It manipulates
its own demand and supply, writes IMTIAZ AHMED

In Bangladesh there are about 200,000 iflegal tirearms, almost all in the hands of {local) terrorists,

arms stretching from Hong
Kong to South Asia and even
beyond.

There is, morcover, 1o guar-
antee that some of thesc
weapons would not siip into the
local market and reach the

popularly known as the mastans.

Bangladeshi, sometimes both,
sometimes beyond Indian and
Bangladeshi. It knows how to
creatively manipulate its own
demand and supply.

{ndeed, it makes a rowdy pres-
ence and a hefty profit wherever

rest of the South Asian coun-
tries, to contain the dubious
Other ought to be enough rea-
son for a coordinated and collec-
tive response, albeit rooted in
the ethos of indigenous wisdom
and imagination.
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the territori-
alised Other interested only in
making a living out of the state’s
generosity.

Now funded by smuggled
goods, from human to narcotics,
and armed with AK-47s, SMGs
and explosives, apar: from the
creative but shadowy banking
facilities, the dubious Other is
an empowered entity ready to
wreak havoc on life and the liv-

ing.
In the backdrop of subaltern
globalisation, this Other is

sometimes Indian, sometimes

the state has lost its hold or has
failed to deliver, both of which
arc in abundance in Bangladesh,
India and the rest of South Asia.

The police, the lower courts,
the administration, the politi-
cians. whether in position or in
opposition, the financial sector.
and a host of other institutions,
all have over the years while try-
ing to reproduce themselves
have unwittingly strengthened
the power of the dubious Other.

The collective failure of both
Bangladesh and India, and the
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the coordina-
tion efforts of the European
states, which have joined forces
at the time of their spectacular
development.

The state ought to desist from
making the “Other state” a
failed state. This is the minimum
policy that is required from the
state.

There is some urgency in this
because all the South Asian
states, with the possible excep-
tion of the Maldives, unless we
take its issue with the environ-
ment seriously, have pockets of

failed state in them.

Jaffna, Karachi, Gujarat, the
Northwest Frontier, Kashmir,
the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
Assam, Manipur, Nagaland,
northwest Nepal, parts of Bihar,
southern Bhutan, are the more
known ones.

If we include the power of the
“underworid” then there are
even greater numbers of pockets
of failed state throughout South
Asia. The urgency lies in the fact
that such pockets, while repro-
ducing the power of the coercive
machineries of the state, partic-
ularly the police and the mili-
tary, tend to create lucrative
business for the dubious and
shadowy Other.

And when the latter becomes
empowered it is as much a fail-
ure of the targeted state as it is
of the state that sponsors the
campaign of the tailed state.

Sometimes the campaign itself
is shortsighted, if not based
upon apriori knowledge of
things. Take the case of the ISI
(Inter-Service Intelligence of
Pakistan) factor in Bangladesh,
repeatedly hammered by the
Indiun state, including the
organic intellectuals and a sec-
tion of the media.

The allegation fails to take
note of the fact that it was not
the Indians but the Bangladeshis
who had the experience of living
under Pakistan in a state of
semi-colonialism for nearly
twenty-five years, and more
importantly got their freedom
following a genocide committed
by the military of the latter.

To tell Bangladeshis that now
they are being run by the ISI is
not only insulting but also shows
the lack of seriousness on the
part of the Indian state to tackle
thorny issues that are complex
and multi-dimensional, and
increasingly beyond the reach of
one single state, whether India
or Bangladesh.

Similarly, when Bangladesh
rejoices at the failure of the
Indian state to tackle its sub-
nationalist movements in
Kashmir, Nagaland or else-
where, it fails to understand that
at times the power of the Indian
dissenters may well come to ben-
efit the non-state elements (via
trading in small arms, narcotics
or money laundering) within its
own territorial boundaries.

(The author is a professor at the
Department of International
Relations at Dhaka University. He
was also a Mukti Bahini fighter
during the Liberation War against
Pakistan)
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Bangla erupts as %an& begins

Day after Ingia’s Saarc pullouhDhaka turns into battlefield

o\
Agencies \
Dhaka, February 3

AT LEAST 25 people were in-
jured when Bangladesh police
used tear gas and batons to dis-
perse protesters who tried to
stage marches and torched ve-
hicles on the first day of a three
day dawn-to-dusk strike called
by the main Opposition Awami
League, less than a week after a
similar shutdown.

Schools, shops and most pri-
vate offices were shut or oper-
ated with skeleton staff during
the strike and a large number
of police and paramilitary
forces were deployed in the
capital to prevent violence.

Police said pickets were out
in different parts of Dhaka and
some were detained for creat-
ing lawlessness. In the old parts
of Dhaka, police fired tear gas
and used batons to disperse ac-
tivists who set ablaze vehicles.

Besides Awami League, left-
wing parties which backed the
strike, also staged brief rallies
before being dispersed by ba-
ton-wielding police.

The strike has been called by
the League and its allies to
protest the killing of five peo-
ple, including a former finance
minister, in a grenade attack at
a rally last week.

The strike came under at-
tack by the business communi-
ty who said it was hurting the
economy.

According to media reports,
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
held .talks with several senior

AFP

Police floor Awami League senior leader and former minister Motia Chowdhury in Dhaka on Thursday.

Cabinet colleagues on the over-
all situation as her ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) along with three allies
planned counter offensive to
the Opposition strikes.
Finance minister Saifur
Rahman slammed the strikes,
saying it was one of the rea-
sons for the slow pace in imple-

menting the Annual Develop-
ment Programme.

The new round of three days
of dawn to dusk general strike
on Thursday, Saturday and
Sunday has been called just af-
ter a similar strike last week by
the Opposition parties.

The Awami League has
warned of tougher action un-

TIMES

less the government tracked
down those behind the grenade
attack and brought to justice.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment has vowed to deal with
the perpetrators of the attack
and sought the help of Interpol,
United States and Britain. A
two-member Interpol team is
already in the country.
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~denies rise
of Islamist
militancy

wé\ \ By Haroon Habib \,\ﬂ) ’

DHAKW, JAN. 30. The Bangladesh
Government has dismissed as
“unfortunate and politically
motivated” a report titled, “The
Next Islamic Revolution”, in the
New York Times magazine on
the country’s growing Islamic
militancy. A spokesman for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said,
“The report does not reflect the
real picture of Bangladesh.”
The magazine said in its Ja-
nuary 23 issue that 10,000 Isla-
mists -~ had regrouped in
northern Bangladesh under the
banner of Jagrata Muslim Jana-
ta for a Taliban-type revolution
under the leadership of a self-
styled commander named
“Bangla Bhai”, who was report-
edly trained in Afghanistan.

led alliance Government head- | *
ed by the Prime Minister, Be-
gum Khaleda Zia, was '
patronising various groups op- ( ;
erating in the country. “There is ‘
no scope for an Islamist revolu- |
tion here,” said the spokesman, l
as local media reproduced the J
magazine report, putting the |
blame for the situation largely ‘
on the Government, which in- |
cludes two fundamentalist par-
tiers. About the rise of Bangla
Bhai, the self-proclaimed com- |
mander of Jagrata Muslim Jana-
ta, Bangladesh (JMJB), the
Ministry spokesman claimed
that the Government was deter-
mined to tackle the situation
and the police had arrested 66
persons believed to be Bangla
Bhai’s followers.

The Opposition Leader in
Parliament, Sheikh Hasina,
however, accused the Govern-
ment of “letting loose commu-
nal extremist forces” to
eliminate secular forces. “The
country is witnessing the rise of
extreme communal outfits one
after another as the Govern-
ment was formed with the ele-
ments that had opposed the war
of independence,” she said in a
press statement.

Ms. Hasina alleged that the
Islamist outfit had become |
stronger because of Govern-
ment patronage. She alleged |:
that Bangla Bhai had contact [
with Ministers and had held a ’

T

secret meeting with the Rajsha-
hi police superintendent.
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Bangl/ban

Agencies
Dhaka, February 6

A POLICEMAN was killed and
around 50 other people were in-
jured on the last day of a three-
day general strike in Bangladesh
protesting the grenade attack on a
rally that Killed five Opposition
members, even as the fresh call
for a shutdown in Chittagong port
city was withdrawn on Sunday:.
Constable Ashraf Siddiqui was
killed in a clash with strike sup-
porters in the northern Sherpur
district, the NTV private network
said, adding two other policemen
and three Opposition activists
were injured in the incident.
Ashraf fell down after being
hit by a brick hurled by strikers,
who then beat him up, the report
said. He was rushed to hospital
but succumbed to his injuries.
Crude bombs were set off in
some parts of Dhaka and baton-
wielding police fired tear gas
shells as they clashed with strike
supporters, witnesses said. The
incidents left at least 20 people,
including a policeman injured.
At least 25 others were injured

THE 1
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Bangladeshi Opposition lawmaker Asaduzamman Noor, surrounded by
riot police, addresses a gathering during the strike in Dhaka on Sunday.

in similar incidents in north-
eastern Sylhet, northern Siraj-
ganj and northwestern Pabna
districts. Dozens of people have
been arrested, police said.
Meanwhile, a fresh three-day
strike called in the southeastern
port of Chittagong from tomor-

row by Awami League was called
off following appeals from the
business community who war-
ned about its economic impact.
Former finance minister SA
MS Kibria and four Awami Lea-
gue supporters were killed i

grenade attack a week
v
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o\ Strategy to eliminate Oppositiong.- l7f\fb

he %assination of SAMS Kibria, Bangladesh’s former

finance minister and a sitting Awami League MP, in a
grenade attack by Islamic fundamentalists of prime
minister Begum Khaleda Zia’s coalition, lends credence to
the widely levelled charge that she has turned Bangladesh
into a terrorist state. He was the second Awami League
MP in seven months to be assassinated by her supporters.
His killing is a shock to Bangladeshis since Kibria was one
of the country’s most respected intellectuals and career
diplomats, having served as Secretary-General of the
UN’s ESCAP and also as Bangladesh’s Foreign Secretary
with distinction.

A non-controversial man and part of Sheikh Hasina’s
think tank he will be remembered as the country’s most
successful finance minister who made a courageous bid to
restore order to the country’s messy financial scene, and
also kept inflation under control. During his tenure the
poor were happy as essentials were within their reach. No
one thought that he would become Begum Zia’s target.
But then under her dispensation anyone with an Awami
League background has been targeted. Attempts have
been made to kill a presidium member and senior MP,
Suranjit Sengupta and the Mayor of Sylhet, Badruddin
Kamran.

Countless grassroots party leaders have been brutally
assassinated with no attempt visible to arrest the assassins.
Khaleda has let loose a highly trained and armed militant
Istamic group called Jagrata Muslim Janata, whose only
job is to eliminate Opposition supporters, specially Awami
League members. She has also raised a special terror force
called Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) which indulges in
extra judicial killings of Awami League and other
Opposition workers. RAB has eliminated over 200
Opposition supporters in the last two months in what it
calls “cross-fire” and “armed encounter”, provoking an
outcry from international human rights groups and the US
state department. What is curious is that no ruling
coalition MP, supporter or sympathiser has so far been
hurt, let alone killed.

Begum Zia’s purpose is elimination of Opposition
leaders and trying to create a fear psychosis ahead of the
2006 parliamentary elections. Her message is that any
“misplaced sympathy” for the Opposition will invite
serious reprisals from her.

Many world leaders including those of the European
Union, besides the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
have expressed “serious dismay” over Kibria’s
assassination. Her security agencies are not making arrests
despite the investigations, by Interpol, FBI and the
Scotland Yard, yielding enough clues about involvement of
Islamic terrorists of her coalition. While fundamentalists
and anti-liberation forces are wholly united under Begum
Zia, the Awami League-led pro-liberation forces are badly
fragmented.

The Communist Party of Bangladesh is helping the
ruling coalition to divide the pro-liberation forces by
refusing to join Awami League’s movement against Begum
Zia. Unfortunately, the Bangladeshi Communists are now
doing what the Indian C/mmunists did during the freedom

movement.
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Agencies
Dhaka, January 27 /m \

AT LEAST three people were
killed and 150 others, including a
former minister, injured in an ex-
plosion on Thursday at a raily or-
ganised by the main Opposition
party, Awami League, in north-
eastern Bangladesh, media re-
ports said.

The loud explosion came as a
rally of the Opposition party —
headed by former Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina Wajed — end-
ed in a school ground at
Laskarpur village, in Habiganj
district, witnesses said.

Several people lay in a pool of
blood, they said.

Three people were killed, in-
cluding the nephew of injured
former finance minister SAMS
Kibria, who was hurt in the leg,
the reports said. ATN Bangla tel-
evision channel put the number
of injured at 150.

Television reports identified
three people killed in the inci-
dent as Shah Monjur, nephew of
the former minister, and two oth-
ers as Awami League activists.

Awami League leader Obaidul
Quader said a grenade was
thrown as the Opposition rally
ended. The injured were rushed
to hospitals. Some were being
brought to Dhaka.

The attack came as
Bangladesh went on a security
alert from Thursday for the high-
profile seven-nation South Asian
Association for Regional Cooper-
ation (Saarc) summit scheduled
for February 6 and 7.

A string of severe explosions
has hit this politically volatile
country over the recent years, in-
cluding one last August — in
which Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina narrowly escaped
unhurt when at least three
grenades exploded at a rally she
was addressing in Dhaka on Au-
gust 21 last year.

Twenty-three people were
killed in the attack and hundreds
were wounded.

Meanwhile, 15 Bangladesh Op-
position parties, including the
Awami League of former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed,
have demanded a ban on a mili-
tant outfit and the arrest of its
leader, Bangla Bhai.

Blast at Bangla
Opp rally kllls

Sheikh Hasina
Embattled

“The Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh (JMJB) should be
banned since it has carried out
extra-judicial killings, man$ of
them in the Opposition, in the
name of fighting crime.

Its leader, Bangla Bhai, or Az-
izur Rahman, should be arrest-
ed”, the Opposition leaders said
at a rally on Wednesday in north-
western Rajshahi district, where
the group reportedly has a
stronghold.

Media reports here also said
the US wants Bangla Bhai to be
tried for murders.

“We're determined to arrest
him, but he’s in hiding and we're
trying to find him. Anyone can
inform us about his where-
abouts”, state minister for home
affairs Lufuzzaman Babar said.

“We don’t know any Bangla
Bhai or English Bhai, we want to
ensure law and order”, he added.
Babar has denied the existence of
the JMJB even as the police ar-
rested about 70 followers of the
group.

Since the latest clashes be-
tween JMJB followers and vil-
lagers in Rajshahi, a large num-
ber of followers of the group
have gone into hiding, the re-
ports said.
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/Not acceptable!’

’ ﬁ \jfﬁhreatening Bangla’s intellectuals \0\\

t is worrying that Khatme Nabuat, a Muslim fundamentalist

outfit of Bangladesh, should be threatening constitutional
and legal expert Dr Kamal Hossain and poet Shamsur
Rahman with “dire consequences” for daring to defend
publicly the country’s small Ahmadiya community which has
already been declared non-Muslim by Khaleda Zia’s coalition
partner Jamat-i-Islam. Khatme Nabuat is a front crganisation
of the fundamentalist Jamat which has influenced Khaleda to
ban all Ahmadiaya publications. Dr Hossain has incurred the
wrath of fundamentalists by his constant defence in the
Bangladesh high court of the Ahmadiyas’ right to preach and
practice their faith, as guaranteed by the Bangladesh consti-
tution. As the main architect of the Constitution, he knows
better than anyone else that responsibilities extend to all
communities, including the Ahmadiyas, equally. Not only did
Dr Hossain fearlessly articulate this in court; he has deman-
ded immediate lifting of the ban. Such courage has invited a
threat to his life. It is no wonder that the fundamentalists
have called Dr Hossain a Murtad (infidel) and set a fortnight’s
deadline to prove that he is a Muslim. Worse, the Jamat has
demanded that Ahmadiyas be treated as “untouchable
minorities like the Hindus and Christians”. This has
unleashed a fierce outcry from intellectuals and secular
parties. They have rightly accused Khaleda of taking Bang-
ladesh to the middle ages. Instead of condemning the threat,
she decries attempts by secularists to “harm Islam”.

There can be no doubt that Khaleda is playing the fun-
damentalist card with an eye on retaining power in 2006 par-
liamentary poll. She will do nothing to alienate fundamen-
talists within her own BNP as well as the religious outfits of
her coalition like Jamat and Islamic Oikya Jote. So when the
Islamists persecute Ahmadiyas and attack and burn down
their mosques she prefers inaction. She did the same to
Jjihadis of Jamat, responsible for the grenade attack on the
British High Commissioner in Sylhet eight months ago. The
British Government is peeved that no arrests have been made -
despite her government being told about the Jamat’s involve- |
ment. The threat to Dr Kamal and Shamshur Rahman will
not be taken lightly. Khaleda Zia will learn that victory in
elections is not the end of the battle. ///
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