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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, Dec. 14 -- Asian leaders agreed
Wednesday to create a new, loosely united regional grouping,
including India and Australia, to work together on combating Asia's
economic, security and political problems.

The 16-nation association, which will hold annual summit
conferences, significantly widened the circle of cooperation among
countries represented by the 10-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and a sister group, ASEAN Plus Three --
China, Japan and South Korea.
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The formation of the new group, WHO'S BLOGGING?
decided at the first East Asian Read what bloggers are saying about this
Summit, marked an attempt to article.

respond to a conviction among The Horse's Mouth

Asian leaders that their region The Useless Tree

requires a stronger independent Winds of Change.NET

voice in world affairs and a neW & £y List of Blogs (3 links) »
forum without the leading role
the United States has played
since World War IL

Most Blogged About Articles
3 On washingtonpost.com | On the web

FOWERED BY

¢ Technorati
"We have established the East
Asia Summit as a forum for dialogue on broad strategic, political and
economic issues of common interest and concern with the aim of
promoting peace, stability and economic prosperity in East Asia," a
communique said.

“This is something that is accepted by us all," added Malaysia's

prime minister, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who hosted the summit in
Kuala Lumpur in tandem with ASEAN's regular annual meetings.
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But by accepting Australia, New Zealand and India into the new
group, the leaders left unanswered questions about what goals it
would pursue, how unified it would try to become and how it would
relate to the long-standing ASEAN and ASEAN Plus Three
groupings. A team of senior Asian officials was assigned to weigh
these issues and bring proposals to the next East Asia Summit,
scheduled for a year from now in the Philippines, Abdullah said.

One question they will have to address is Russia's desire to
participate, raised by President Vladimir Putin in an appearance as
an observer here and an address to the gathered Asian leaders. The
United States, which participates in other Asian-Pacific groupings,
was not invited to the inaugural summit and did not participate even
as an observer.

U.S. diplomats earlier had expressed concern about being left out,
pointing out long-standing U.S. interests in the region and the U.S.
military's dominant role in Asian security. But as the group was
broadened to include Australia, India and New Zealand, it became
clear there was plenty of weight to balance off Chinese influence
and, particularly through Australia, a ready channel for U.S.
concerns.

Underlying the ambiguity about the new group's role and degrees of
membership was concern over evolving power relationships as China
becomes stronger and increasingly willing -- even eager -- {0
exercise regional leadership and Japan moves strategically closer to
the United States.

China and Japan also have been divided by increasingly tense
differences over Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's regular visits to
a shrine honoring Japan's war dead and rival claims to oil deposits
and several small islands in the East China Sea. Those differences
were evident in Kuala Lumpur, where Premier Wen Jiabao refused
to sit down with Koizumi for a regular China-Japan-South Korea
meeting.

Seeking to soften the atmosphere, Koizumi leaned over during a
signing ceremony Wednesday to ask Wen to lend him a pen. When
the Chinese premier smiled and handed it over, assembled diplomats
applauded.

Aside from the politesse, however, Japan joined Indonesia and
Singapore in leading the fight to include India, Australia and New
Zealand in the new grouping, diplomats said.

As originally conceived by Malaysia and pushed by China, the new
summit group was to include only the 10 ASEAN countries along
with China, Japan and South Korea. That would have made it a
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vessel for Chinese diplomatic leadership in a forum distinct from
other groups -- such as the ASEAN Regional Forum or the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum -- that also include the United

States.
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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, Dec. 14 -- Sixteen Asian leaders held
a groundbreaking summit Wednesday designed to promote regional
economic and security cooperation outside the traditional umbrella
of U.S. military power and political leadership.

The first East Asian Summit embraced nations from Australia to
Indonesia. In part because of the diversity, however, it began life
with an uncertain future, Asian diplomats acknowledged. Although
the leaders pledged to make it an annual get-together, regional
disputes and wariness about China's emerging power made them
cautious about what role the new group will play.

The summit was originally
designed to transform East
Asia's diplomatic architecture,
an Indonesian diplomat
remarked, but ended up in
"creative ambiguity” to mask
discord about where it is
headed.

As proposed by Malaysia and
championed by China, the
summit was conceived as a way
for the 10 countries of the
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations to cooperate with China,
Japan and South Korea -- but not the United States -- on security,
social and economic problems. Many officials viewed it as a vehicle
for Chinese leadership, making China the motor of an Asian bloc
with a voice distinct from that of other Asia-Pacific groupings that
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include the United States.

A senijor Chinese official said one goal was to begin a gradual
realignment between Asian nations, particularly China, and the
overwhelming military and political role played by the United States
in Asia since World War 1. While China has no desire to contest the
strong U.S. presence in Asia, he said, the time has come to consider
a greater role for Asia's own governments, and China in particular.

But over the last several months, chances that the East Asian Summit
could result in a new, China-led community have dimmed
drastically. As a result, Asian and other diplomats said, U.S.
concerns about being frozen out of the process have dimmed as well;
the Bush administration did not send observers to the inaugural

. session.

China's relations with Japan, meanwhile, have become increasingly
tense, inflamed by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's repeated
visits to a shrine honoring Japanese war dead and rival claims to
petroleum deposits and islands in the East China Sea. Because of the
disputes, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao refused to hold a traditional
three-way meeting planned for this week among China, Japan and
South Korea.

With Asia's two main powers thus at loggerheads, it was difficult to
celebrate a new regional cooperation forum, officials said. In
addition, leaders gathered here stepped around their usual insistence
~ on noninterference and warned Burma that it must make speedier

- progress on human rights and steps toward democracy.

In negotiations leading up to the summit, Japan, Singapore and
- Indonesia fought hard to broaden the membership to include
Australia, New Zealand and India. While making the new group
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World governments closely aligned with the United States.
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"The whole process is open," said Cui Tiankai, who heads the Asian
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affairs department at the Chinese Foreign Ministry. "Now we have
16 countries, but next year we could have 17 or 18."
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“Asian unity may remain a dream

Kuala Lumpur: Asia-Pacific lead-
ers declared they took a step towards
regional unity at a landmark 16-na-
tion summit, but observers question
what the forum can truly achieve for
such a disparate group of nations.

The East Asian Summit, a new
bloc that brings together Australia,
China, India, Japan and a dozen oth-
er countries, may be too diverse and
diffuse to find common ground or re-
alise dreams of a giant free-trade
zone, they say.

“It’s difficult to see what more
they have to talk about in
the East Asian Summit,”
said Malcolm Cook from
the Sydney-based Lowy
Institute for Internation-
al Affairs.

He said the forum,
which held its first-ever
meeting on Wednesday,
would not emerge as a
significant rival to the
Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC)
gathering of 21 Pacific
Rim nations. ,

“Strong supporters of
APEC would have given a
sigh of relief that the
East Asia Summit does-
n’t look like it's going to
be a front-line, primary
organisation,” he said.

“Im sure they were
hoping it would be given
the primary nod as the
most important East Asian body but
of course it was given a secondary
supporting role,” he said. Leaders
agreed to cooperate on a range of is-
sues, including bird flu and security,
facing the region in the 21st century,
but their joint statement offered lit-

vl

Asian leaders agreed to cooperate on a range o
issues, including bird flu and security, facing
the region in the 21st century, but their joint
statement offered little in the way of specifics

tle in the way of specifics.
The meeting, which came on the
heels of the annual Association of
Southeast Asian Nations summit,
also saw bickering between Japan
and China over their wartime past,
and disagreement over the inclusion
of non-Asian nations like Australia.
Stephen Leong from Malaysia’s
Institute of Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies said a lack of common
ideals could hamper efforts to forge
a true community of nations.
“Building a community involves

e O 18 \ﬁ}k)

ing. Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao in-
sisted that 13 countries—the 10-na-
tion ASEAN bloc plus China, Japan
and South Korea—would guide the
future of Asian integration.

“The East Asia Summit should re-
spect the desires of East Asian coun-
tries, and should be led by East
Asian countries,” Wen said.

The other three—Australia, India
and New Zealand—were controver-
sially included as a counterweight to
Beijing’s influence in the forum,
where the US was not represented.

Australian Premier

common identity and historical ex-
perience. Australia and New
Zealand are not only not ‘out’ geo-
graphically but also have different
values,” he said.

Divisions over their presence
were openly discussed at the gather-

John Howard testily dis-
missed the issue, saying
his counfry was not a
second-class participant
at the forum it fought
hard to join.

“We should never see

ourselves as being ex-
clusively part of one
part of the world,” he
said. “I find this search
for a unanimously ac-
cepted definition of who
we are is a load of non-
ww  sense.”
. Despite the wuncer-
tainty, however, many
countries feel they can-
not afford to stay away
from Asia’s newest
grouping, which also in-
vited Russia as a guest
and which Moscow
would like to join as a
full-fledged member.

Yet a push by China and Malaysia
to have Russia accepted as the 17th
member of the bloc would further di-
lute the institution and make it a
“less effective working group”’, said
CoOK. . Reuters )gr
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.+ China, again . *

\ What furrowed Indian brows most at Kualél
Lumpur? Our big northern neighbour, of cours

RIMEMINISTER Manmo-
han Singh’s four-day so-
journ in Kuala Lumpur has
brought India’s twin Asian chal-
Ienges into sharp focus: trade liberal-
isation and China’s emerging pri-
macy in the region. The very fact
that India has been invited to the
first East Asian Summit (EAS)
amidst Asia’s growing expectations
of a deeper partnership with Delhi is
good news. But the bad newsiis that
India does not yet have its Asian act
together. Unless India’s economic
and security policy makers wake up
to address challenges on these
fronts quickly, India could find it-
self increasingly marginalised in the
rapidly evolving Asian dynamic.
Economic integration in Asia has
begun to acquire momentum as the
10-nation Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) brings
down tariff barriers within the or-
ganisation and accelerates the ne-
gotiations on free trade arrange-
ments with both China and Japan.
That India has been out of sync with
the trend came out into the open, if
only inadvertently, when Com-
merce Minister Kamal Nath pre-
sented a list of no less than 1,414
.items to be exempted from free
trade with ASEAN. While India
says it wants to implement a FTA
with the ASEAN by 2007, its seri-
ousness about the project is in grave

doubt. Indian industry and its co-
horts in the commerce ministry in-
sist that domestic economic re-
forms must take place before free
trade with ASEAN can be effected.
Promising to make amends, Man-
mohan Singh insisted that Indian
industry should get ready for com-
petition and can no longer hide be-
hind a protective wall. The quicker
he gets the commerce ministry to
ensure that Indian industry falls in
line, the better it would be.
Whichever way one assesses the
first EAS, there is no getting
around the reality of growing Chi-
nese political clout in Asia. At the
last month’s South Asia Summit in
Dhaka, China leveraged its close
ties with Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Nepal to muscle in as an observer
against Delhi’s wishes. At the EAS,
China succeeded in keeping the
US out and preventing India, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand from play-
ing a central part in driving Asian
economic integration. Thanks to
Beijing, EAS will remain a talking
ship while the ASEAN, along with
China, Japan and South Korea,
will guide economic community
building in Asia. As China acquires
a veto over future economic and
political arrangements in Asia, an
Indian national security debate on

the implications of a rising Zhina
islong overdue. /

I




-~ E; East Asia = ASEAN+3+1+2+? But the EAS and EAC are not the

OR Asia these are the best of
times and the worst of times.
Asia never had it so good in
the last two centuries as rapid eco-
nomic growth makes it the world’s
new centre of gravity. Along with

prosperity have come fear and mu-'

tual distrust. Concerns about the rise

of China, differences over the role of -

the United States, open Sino-Japan-
ese rivalry and a hidden Sino-Indian
one have cast a shadow over the first
East Asia Summit that concluded
Wednesday. A joint declaration is-
sued at the end of the summit only
masks the deeper divisions within
Asia. Here is a brief guide to the ab-
breviations, numbers and the politics
of the first East Asia Summit (EAS).

What is East Asia?

That starts us off on a tricky noté.
No one is even trying to define the
geographic scope of East Asia. If any-
one did, Indian Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh would not have been at
the first East Asia Summit.

Traditionally East Asia meant
North East Asia involving China,
Japan, Korean Peninsula and the
Russian Far East. But the first East
Asia Summit, led interestingly by
South East Asia, brings together the
most dynamic economies in the re-
gion to discuss acceleration of eco-
nomic integration and discuss the ele-
ments of asecurity order in Asia. That
India was generally seen as part of
South Asia did not really matter since
India was now growing at a fast clip.

Whose Idea was the East
Asia Summit?

Malaysia’s President Mahathir
Mohammad first suggested an East
Asia Economic Organisation in 1991
as a gathering of “Asians without the
Caucasians”. Strong opposition from
the US averted the proposal, but
could not buryit. ‘

The idea was revived collectively

by the Association of South East

g %
§ 2005
&

‘; Held n conjunction with the 11th
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Asian Nations (Asean), which has
ten members. Originally involving
five nations, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand, Singapore, the Philippines,
Asean was set up in 1967 as a loose
anti-Communist alliance amidst the
threat of Maoist revolution that
swept South East Asia in the 1960s.
Brunei joined in 1984.

After the Cold War the three com-
munist states in Indo-China — Viet-
nam, Laos and Cambodia — as well
as Myanmar joined in to complete
the Asean ten. Over the last decade,
Asean has emerged as the fulcrum of
regional integration, both among the

South East Asian countries and
drawing in others like Japan, South
Korea, China and India. The EAS is
the mother of all Asean initiatives
trying to bring almost everybody —
almost —who mattered in the region
onone platform.

ASEAN+3+1

From 1997, following the Asian
economic crisis, Asean leaders
started regular meetings with those
of China, Japan and South Korea te
discuss free trade and regional secu-
rity issues. Each year, the annual

same thing. C. RAJA MOHAN offers a primer

ia’s alphabet soup an
numerical croutons -’

Asean gatherings are followed by a
summit-level meeting with the three
East Asian countries. After
ASEAN+3 came ASEAN+1. From
2002, Asean started having a sepa-
rate Asean+ 1 summit meeting with
India. Three plus one did not neces-
sarily equal four — thanks to the resis-
tance in some quarters to convert
Asean+3into Ascan+4. The two fo-
rums continue to meet separately,
back toback.

EASis equal to
Asean+3+1+2

A total of 16 Asian leaders took
part in the first EAS — the Asean
ten, plus three East Asian ones from
China, Japan and South Korea, plus
one from India, and plus two from
Australia and New Zealand. New
Delhi had some anxious diplomatic
moments earlier this year, when it
was not sure India was being invited.
It was reported that China was not
too excited about India’s presence;
and Malaysia was reluctant. Japan,
Indonesia, and Singapore actively
supported Indian participation and
also wanted Australia and New
Zealand in. More, for them, was
merrier.

Whoiis out?

Although it is at the heart of East
Asia’s troubles, there were good rea-
sons not to invite North Korea. Don’t
ask why. Russia was both in and out.

Moscow had a good geographic’

claim to be part of the EAS. The ab-
sence of substantive relations with

* Asean was the official reason to keep

them out. But not entirely. President
Vladimir Putin who is in Kuala
Lumpur to attend the first Russia-
ASEAN summit addressed the EAS
briefly before removing Russia from
the proceedings. There is some polit-
ical support to the idea of making
Russia a part of the EAS. But there
are reservations too.

The most notable absentee at the

EAS was none other than the United
States. A bitter Washington thinks
this is the handiwork of China and
Malaysia and worries about growing
Chinese clout in Asia. '

EASversustheEAC *

The most contentious issue at the
EAS was about who leads the cre-
ation of the East Asian Community.
Seme in the ASEAN, along with

ina, wanted the Asean-+3 tobe the
main vehicle of regional integration
and limit the EAS role to a mere dis-
cussion forum. China, naturally, did
not like the idea of a larger EAS su-
perceding the centrality of Asean+3.

Others in Asean preferred to have
India playing an important role along
with Australia and New Zealand to
prevent a potential Chinese domi-
nance over the EAC and the loss of
Asean’s own identity.

The compromises

The one thing Asean has always
been good at is fudging issues and let
the process overtake substance. That
preciselyiswhat the final declaration
appears to have done. The EAS and
its supporters, including India, have
been propitiated with the decision on
annual summits. There were some
initial hints that the EAS summit
would be a one-off event or could
only take place once in two years.
The EAS declaration also recognises
Asean as the “driving force” behind
the new process. The EAS sees itself
as a forum “for dialogue on broad
strategic, political and economic is-
sues of common interest and concern
with the aim of promoting peace, sta-
bility and economic prosperity in
East Asia”.

China has the last laugh
China appears to have had its way

‘on the basicissue —who leads Asian

economicintegration? The EAS dec-
laration does not refer to the objec-
tive of building the East Asian Com-
munity. In contrast, the Asean+3
summit declaration on Monday said,
“We will continue to hold the Asean
Plus Three Summit annually to...
guide and provide political momen-
tum to East Asian community building
under the Asean Plus Three coopera-
tion.” In other words the main busi-
ness of trade and economic integra- -
tion would be carried under the ambit
of Asean+3, while the EAS 16 talk
the big conceptuat stuff. Like all vic-
tories, however; China’s diplomatic
triumph at Kuala Lumpur might have
itsunintended consequences. /



Amid tension, Asia sings unity anthem

Sixteen Nations Accept lndla s Demand For Annual Meeting

Kuala Lumpur: Leaders of
16 countries from India to
New Zealand inaugurated a
new forum on Wednesday in
ambitious efforts to chart a
pan-Asian community— a dis-
tant goal given rivalries fes-
tering among powers such as
China and Japan.

The first East Asia Summit
was the culmination of three
days of meetings among the
region’s leaders here, hosted
by the 10-member Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). “It was very his-
toric,” Philippine President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo told
reporters after the 3 1/2-hour
summit, noting that the group
represents half the world’s
population and a third of its
trade and income.

“The combined political
will can do much to address
issues that are of great inter-
est to the region,” she said.

The 10 ASEAN leaders
joined with counterparts from
Japan, China, India, South Ko-
rea, Australia and New
Zealand. Russia attended as
an observer and is pushing to
be a fuil member, but there
was no consensus yet on its ad-
mission. The leaders accepted
a proposal by India and some
other countries to meet every
year instead of every two
years as originally envisaged.

India also is pushing for
strong European-style inte-
gration aiming for a region-
wide free trade area. However,
no concrete action was taken
towards that end. A vague

15 DEC 2008

statement at the end of the
summit, said that it “could
play a significant role in com-
munity-building in the re-
gion.” “The East Asia Sum-
mit has just begun,” Japanese
Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi told other leaders. “It
should evolve into an opportu-
nity for tackling concrete is-
sues, not for just talk,” he was
quoted as saying by a Japan-
ese diplomat. The Malaysian
host, Prime Minister Abdul-
lah Ahmad Badawi, has
stressed that, in any case, the
group’s efforts won't conflict
with World Trade Organisa-
tion talks on a global free
trade accord, currently under
way in Hong Kong.

This week’s conference in
Kuala Lumpur was soured by
a feud between heavyweights
China and Japan over Japan-
ese Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi’s visits in recent
years to Tokyo’s Yasukuni
Shrine, which honours war
criminals along with the na-
tion’s 2.5 million war dead.

Ralph A Cossa, head of Pa-
cific Forum CSIS in Hawaii,
said it was challenging
enough to tighten cooperation
among the 10 countries of
ASEAN—which range from
impoverished and communist
Laos to the oil-rich sultanate
of Brunei. The East Asia
Summit originally was pro-
posed by Malaysia as a group-
ing of ASEAN plus Japan,
China and South Korea,
aimed at reducing US influ-
ence in the region. agencies
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Wen siubs Koizumi’s
"\ "Yequest for pen

Kuala Lumpur: Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao ap-
peared to make clear his continuing displeasure with
Japanese counterpart Junichiro Koizumi when he
ignored Koizumi’s request to borrow his pen at the
Asian summit here.

Wen had already refused to formally meet one-on-
one with Koizumi at the summit amid a feud over the
Japanese leader’s visits to a shrine honouring war
dead, including those executed for war crimes com-
mitted in China and elsewhere.

As leaders of the newly inaugurated East Asia
Summit were signing a declaration on the group’s es-
tablishment, Koizumi, seated next to Wen, leaned
over and asked to borrow his pen. Wen ignored him
for several seconds until Malaysian Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, smiling broadly, inter-
vened to repeat the request. a»
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Asian trade pact
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on the anvil
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KUALA LUMPUR, Dec. 14. — Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and leaders
from 15 nations representing half of the
world’s population held the first East Asia
Summit (EAS) here today, envisioning a
possible pan-Asia free trade agreement.

The EAS seen as a precursor to a pan-
Asian community and trading area that
will boost interaction and cooperation in
areas as diverse as fighting terrorism and
bird flu, lowering trade barriers, and
energy supplies.

The historic meeting brought together
the Asean 10 with North-east Asia eco-
nomic giants Japan, China and South
Korea, fast-rising India, and major trading
partners Australia and New Zealand.
Russia attended as an observer and sought
to become a member. The EAS will meet
when Asean leaders gather annually.

At the end of the summit, a Kuala
Lumpur declaration was adopted which
stated that the EAS had been organised
as a forum “for dialogue on broad strate-
gic, political and economic issues of com-
mon interest and concern with the aim of
promoting peace, stability and economic
prosperity in East Asia”.

The Prime Minister told the leaders
that Asia has now “woken up”, urging
them to look for deeper economic inte-
gration. He also asked the sumimit for
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making the most of such tools as FTAs
and economic agreements.

An EAS declaration on avian flu pre-
vention was also adopted by the summit
members to step up cooperation for sur-
veillance and capacity-building, research
and development, risk-related communi-
cation and production and supply of vac-
cines and anti-viral drugs.

It also agreed to undertake follow-up
action through existing Asean mecha-
nisms in consultation with the World
Bank, the FAO, the ADB and other world
bodies. The East Asia summit was truly a
meeting of friends with things in common
and a with a vision of the region, the for-
eign ministry secretary (East), Mr Rajiv
Sikri, said. The leaders in their 150 min-
utes of “cordial and friendly” discussions
discussed the whole gambit of regional
and financial architecture and felt every
country could provide value-addition to
realising the concept of East Asian
Community. The next EAS will be held in
Cebu in the Philippines in December
2006, Mr Sikri said.

Dr Singh said: “The world’s eye was
upon us and the hopes and aspirations of
millions of people were focussed upon
this framework to work in the future.”

The Prime Minister returned home
tonight after his four-day visit to Kuala
Lumpur, a report adds from New Delhi.

More répoits on page 2
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Asian Leaders Agree to New 16- """

Nation Association
Group is Seen as Part of Region's Effort to Develop
Stronger Voice in World Affairs

By Edward Cody
Washington Post Foreign Service
Wednesday, December 14, 2005; 10:22 AM

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, Dec. 14 -- Asian

leaders agreed Wednesday to create a new, loosely

united regional group, including India and Australia, n
to work on combating Asia's economic, security and ‘
political problems.

The 16-nation association, which will hold annual summit conferences, significantly widened the
traditional circle of cooperation among Asian nations represented by the 10-member Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and a sister group, ASEAN Plus Three, including China, Japan and
South Korea.

Its formation, decided at the first East Asian Summit, marked an attempt to respond to a growing
conviction among Asian leaders that their region requires a stronger independent voice in world affairs
and a new forum without the preponderant role that has been played here by the United States since
World War II.

"We have established the East Asia Summit as a forum for dialogue on broad strategic, political and
economic issues of common interest and concern with the aim of promoting peace, stability and
economic prosperity in East Asia," a communique said.

“This is something that is accepted by us all," added Malaysia's prime minister, Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, who hosted the summit in Kuala Lumpur in tandem with ASEAN's regular annual meetings.

But by accepting Australia, New Zealand and India into the new group, the leaders opened a number of
unanswered questions about what goals it would seek, how unified it would try to become and how it
would relate to the longstanding ASEAN and ASEAN Plus Three groupings. A team of senior Asian
officials was assigned to weigh these issues and bring proposals to the next East Asia Summit,
scheduled a year from now in the Philippines, Badawi said.

One question they will have to address is Russia's desire to join, raised by President Viadimir Putin in an
appearance as an observer here and in an address to the gathered Asian leaders. The United States,
which participates in other Asian-Pacific group, was not invited to the inaugural summit conference and
did not participate even as an observer.

U.S. diplomats earlier had expressed concern about being left out, pointing out longstanding U.S.
interests in the region and the U.S. military's dominant role in Asian security. But as the group was
broadened to include Australia, India and New Zealand, it became clear there was plenty of weight to
balance Chinese influence and, particularly through Australia, a ready channel for U.S. concerns.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/ 12/14/AR2005121400505 p... 1/31/2006
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Badawi, in a chairman's statement, said ASEAN's 10 members should remain "the driving force" behind
attempts to tighten regional integration despite the welcome accorded to India, Australia and New
Zealand. "ASEAN is the heart," he added at a news conference. "ASEAN will be playing the role of
driver."

He suggested that, in any case, Australia, New Zealand and India could not be integrated to the same
degree as other East Asian nations because of their ethnic, historical and strategic differences. At the
same time, he said, they have interests that coincide with those of East Asian nations and thus it makes
sense for them to join in discussions about the region's future.

Underlying the ambiguity about the new group's role and degrees of membership was concern over
evolving power relationships as China becomes stronger and increasingly willing -- even eager -- to
exercise regional leadership and Japan moves strategically closer to the United States.

China and Japan also have been divided by increasingly tense differences over Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi's regular visits to a shrine honoring Japan's war dead and rival claims to oil deposits and
several small islands in the East Asian Sea. Those differences were on vivid display in Kuala Lumpur,
where Premier Wen Jiabao refused to sit down with Koizumi for a regular China-Japan-South Korea
meeting.

Seeking to soften the atmosphere, Koizumi leaned over during a signing ceremony Wednesday to ask
Wen to loan him a pen. When the Chinese premier smiled and handed it over, assembled diplomats
applauded.

Aside from the politesse, however, Japan joined Indonesia and Singapore in leading the fight to include
India, Australia and New Zealand in the new grouping, diplomats said.

As originally conceived by Malaysia and pushed by China, the new summit group was to include only
the 10 ASEAN countries along with China, Japan and South Korea. That would have made it a vessel
for Chinese diplomatic leadership in a forum distinct from other groups, such as the ASEAN Regional
Forum or the Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, that also include the United States.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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THE BIGGER PICTURE: An East Asian commumty onithe lines of the EU is a chimera
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can academic view of Asia

stopped at South-east Asia.
Since West Asia was the other area
of focus, India and the rest of South
Asia occupied a sort of a black hole.
The rise of China, and some hard
thinking in some Asean capitals, has
rescued India from that limbo. Man-
mohan Singh’s presence at the East
Asia Summit (EAS) in Kuala
Lumpur was expression of that
change. Indeed, what was once a
crack through which India fell, now
provides South Asia a swing posi-
tion from where it can comfortably
play the great game, be it in west,
east or central Asia.

While the future of West Asia is

being sought to be settled by raw
American and Israeli military power,
a more subtle process seems to be at
work in East Asia. This was mani-
fested at the EAS where ten Asean
nations seek to work out the future of
Asia with China, South Korea,
Japan, India, Australia and New
Zealand. Through the Cold War, the
Asean was seen as part of the West-
ern alliance, evidenced by its role in
checking Vietham and Cambodia.
Subsequently too, the Asean,
through institutions like the -Asean
Regional Forum (ARF), served as a
platform to explicate US policies in
Asia, What we are witnessing now is
a shift, motivated as much by the
Asean’s need to be more ‘non-aligned’
as to the rise of China, aided greatly
by the US mis-steps in West Asia.

The original idea for the summit
came from former Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohammed in
the early Nineties. His vision, strong-
ly imbued with anti-colonialism,
sought to exclude the US and what he
saw as its surrogates, Australia and
New Zealand, from Asian delibera-
tions. The US, in turn, pushed for the
creation of the Asia-Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation (Apec) grouping as its
major platform in the region. India
did not figure in this list, but more be-
cause of the black hole effect. In Ma-
hathir’s scheme of things, the domi-
nant role was to be played by Japan.
His vision materialised in the form of
an Asean+3 summit in 1989, the ‘plus
three’ being China, Japan and South
Korea.

An East Asian community to
check the US is as much of a

By MaNoJ JosHI

chimera as the non-aligned move-
ment was, or for that matter, the
Moscow-Beijing axis in the Fifties
and Sixties. The 21st century seems
to be different, as indicated by the
huge trade between China, the puta-
tive leader of this new bloc, and the
US. Globalisation has ensured that
in today’s world, difficult political
relationships neither help nor hin-
der commerce. So while the emer-
gence of an East Asian Free Trade
Area need not be too far-fetched a de-

. velopment, an East Asian communi-

ty on the lines of the EU lies in a
somewhat more remote future.

For one thing, the countries meet-
ing in Kuala Lumpur represent sev-
eral political and cultural streams.
They represent a bewildering diver-
sity, with India alone being host to a
dozen well-developed languages
with their own script and ethnici-
ties. Of the 16 members of EAS, four
— Japan, Thailand, the Philippines,
Australia and South Korea — are
military allies of the US.

The US may not be a formal invitee
to the summit, but its presence is cer-
tainly registered, and not just
through its surrogate, Australia, or
military ally, Japan. The US is there
by virtue of its long history in Asia,
as well as its economic and military
strength and location. Physically dis-
tant from East or West Asia, the US
remains the ally of choice to balance
a regional hegemon. Notwithstand-
ing the Vietnam war and Iraq, many
Asian countries see America as a
good bet for the simple reason that as
of today, it has the real power to in-

fluence events. Another reason why
the EAS idea is likely to remain that
of afree trade area, rather than a po-
litical community, is that only eight
of its 16 constituent nations are
democracies. Others are dictator-
ships, either of the military, or of the
proletariat, and the others lie in be-
tween.

India, with its billion-strong popu-
lation and a strong economic pres-
ence, makes for a significant entity,
capable of exerting a formidable
gravitational pull of its own. China
comes in with little but a hugely
growing economy on the credit side
of the ledger It has unresolved dis-
putes — the Spratly Islands with sev-
eral Asean countries and the border
with India. Its relations with Japan,
the world’s second-largest economy,
are in awful shape. Indeed, with
Tokyo moving to amend its pacifist
constitution and deepen its military
relations with the US, the future of
the relations between the two Asian
giants doesn’t look all that good. But
neither does it bode well for a puta-
tive East Asian community where
these two countries are supposed to
play a lead role.

Since the early Nineties, India has
articulated a ‘look East’ policy and
there is an underlying shift powering
this policy. As of 2004, nearly 20 per
cent of Indian merchandise trade is
with the Asean +3, as compared to 19
per cent with the EU and 12.9 with the
US. But direction of trade statistics
can tell you little about the nature of
political relations. Notwithstanding

pious declarations, Beijing has prob-

THE HIDUSTAN 1IMES

Locating India

lems with the US, Japan as well as In-
dia. Public declarations notwith-
standing, Beijing does not miss any

_opportunity to politically weaken In-

dia’s position vis-a-vis its neigh-
bours. It works along the realpolitik
principle of using them to check In-
dia’s pre-eminence in the South
Asian region. This is not very differ-
ent from the way the US uses China's
neighbours — India, Japan, coun-
tries of the Asean — to check China's
efforts to establish its pre-eminence
in the Asian region. In the process.
the US is willing to make greater
overtures to India — such as coordi-
nating its Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka policy with India, and, in the
words of its own officials, taking a
number of other measures to give In-
dia a leg-up to become a world power.

Many people tend to see this as a
Manichean contest between India
and China. Some insist that China is
a sinister force seeking to use its
growing economic might to architect
new regional political and security
structures. Others would argue that
it is simply a natural outgrowth of
China’s economic dynamism and an
effort to secure cheaper access to
South-east Asian resources and mar-
kets. China can be seen both as a
threat and an opportunity. The moves
to an EAS, or a wider Asian commu-
nity, can also be used as a means of
knitting it in a web of relationships
that moderate its behaviour:

A lot has been said about the shad-
ow boxing that preceded the summit
and the power games being played
out in the EAS. But Manmohan
Singh’s remarks on the need to pro-
mote economic linkages with the re-
gion bring out the limited Indian
agenda. New Delhi sees its main chal-
lenge as one of fostering commercial
links and free trade agreemernts with
the region and not that of a rival po-
litical grouping of the EU and the US.
On the other hand, as long as the orig-
inal Asean + 3 idea was there, China
probably saw the EAS as a means of
providing a political and security
framework to rival that of the US.
But with India and Australia in the
picture, the chances are that the Chi-
nese ardour for the EAS will cool rap-
idly. In all likelihood, the meeting wiil
become another body like the APEC
or the ARF where leaders meet, dec-
larations are made, but little is done.




PM LEAVES FOR EAST ASIA SUMMIT TOMORROW

India inclusion
« stirs China

India-Asean FTA by 2007: Nath

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec. 9. — India and the 10-member Asean
are expected fo finalise a long-awaited Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) by January 2007 as negotiations between the two sides
are about to be completed. “We have passed many, many
milestones,” commerce minister Mr Kamal Nath said here today,
adding that with an FTA in place, trade between India and Asean
could go up by 30 per cent annually. Nath is in Kuala Lumpur to
aftend an Asean-India ministerial-level meeting. — AP

SNS & Agencies

NEW DELHI/KUALA
LUMPUR, Dec. 9. —
China relishes its smooth
ties with South-east Asia,
nurtured as they are by
rocketing trade. But that
relationship — and Asean
— is being stirred by the
growing regional diploma-
cy of China’s economic
rival, India, and US allies,
Australia and _ New
Zealand.

China will be forced to
share the stage with all
three at next week’s inau-
gural East Asia Summit in
Kuala Lumpur, potentially
diluting "its burgeoning
influence on the region and
highlighting ~ South-east
Asian  concerns about
Beijing’s role. “Their pres-
ence could be a hindrance
to China’s attempts to
expand its influence,” said
Mr Purnendra Jain of the
Center for Asian Studies at
ty of Adelaide
ia. “China is not

Another report on page 9

very keen to have India in,”
he pointed out.
With the Prime Minister,

- Dr Manmohan Singh, leav-

ing for Malaysia on Sun-
day, India’s engagement in
Asia will go up a notch. Dr
Singh will be attending two
back-to-back events — fou-
rth India-Asean summit
and the first-ever East Asia
summit. The East Asia
summit will be attended by
the 10 Asean members, as
well as China, Japan, South
Korea, India, Australia and
New Zealand.

Recently, there were
reports that China and
Malaysia were reluctant to
base a proposed East Asian

Community on a more
expanded Asean plus six.
Instead, they preferred to
have the Asean plus three
nations as the driving force.

The secretary (east),
ministry of external affairs,
Mr Rajiv Sikri, refused to
hazard a guess as to what
shape the EAC could take,
saying that it was still being
evolved.

However, he asserted
that the East Asia summit
would not “supplant” the
Asean plus three mecha-
nism and dismissed views
that India was interested in

encouraging y rivalry
with China.
Democracy demand, page 2



Towards an assertive Asia .

e future of East Asia, or for that matter,

Asia, would be in the hands of leaders from

10+3+1+2 ~ Asean, China-Japan-South

Korea, India, as well as Australia and New

Zealand ~ when they meet in Kuala Lumpur on 14
December.

Although the inaugural meeting would be replete
with symbolism and fanfare, it is hard to foresce
what the actual ramifications might be. Obviously
with Malaysia as host of the East Asian Summit,
Asean (Association of South-East Asian Nations) is
moving forward to strengthen its identity, despite
uncertainties and divergences among member-
countries on the course of the EAS.

For the time being, priority is now being placed
on the ongeing Asean+3 process. Some Ascan
members have expressed concern that without fur-
ther consolidation of their 10-year-old coopera-
tion, the newly emerged EAS may be overwhelmed
by Asean+3. To allay this fear, Asean and China,
Japan and South Korea will sign a separate declara-
tion among, themselves stressing the imperatives of
their cooperation and community building.

The staunch desire to construct the future rule-
based community within East Asia among Asean+3
has caused uneasiness with India, Australia and
New Zealand. While they are appreciative of being
part of the EAS, they have not yet come fo terms as
to why they are not part of the emerging East Asian
community.When the concept was introduced in
the early 1990s, it was quickly turned down
because it was viewed as an anti-American group-
ing during the first year of President Bill Clinton’s
administration.

The international community will soon find out i
the future of East Asia will stretch from Kashmir in
India to Southland in New Zealand ~ or simply be
limited to Asean+3.

After almost two years of discussion, EAS found-
ing members have not yet agreed if their summit
will serve as a springboard for the formation of an
East Asian Community (EAC). As the summit
approaches, they have not yet agreed on the nitty-
gritties of the EAS modality.

When an East Asian Community was proposed
years ago by South Korea and later Japan, it envis-
aged a much bigger community-building process
that would link the region with the broader Asia-
Pacific: The participation of Australia and New
Zealand, as well as India, would complement this
idea.

But the idea of East Asian cooperation that Asean
worked on was based on Asean+3 and its enlarge-
ment. In the beginning, hopes were high that Asean
would be more accommodating in allowing non-
Asean EAS founders to do more and in the process
gradually transform EAS into a regionwide forum
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The international community will find out if the future of East
Asia will stretch from Kashmir in India to Southland in New

Zealand ~or simply be limited to Asean+3, writes

KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN
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Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao (centre

top), Indonesian President Susilo Bambang

P&

Yudhoyuno (left top) and Laotian Prime Minister Bounnhang Vorachith (right top),
witness the signing of a trade pact by the commerce ministers of their countries ~ all
Asean members ~ at Vientiane, Laos, on Tuesday. — PTI

for community-building. But that has turned out to
have been wishful thinking, At the Kuala Lumpur
summit, Asean+3 leaders will again reiterate that
the much-heralded EAS should be just a strategic
dialogue forum for leaders to discuss important
issues of common interest. '

1 will be a forum with a loose structure and no
fixed agenda. In that sense, EAS will have nothing to
do directly with community-building in East Asia.
Obviously, Asean views community-building in
East Asia as an Asean+3 process, with the Asean
Community and Aseat’s bilateral dialogue partners
(China, Japan and South Korea) as well as bilateral
cooperation among the three, as the building blocks.
They will not speak of establishing a secretariat, as
Malaysia has suggested in the beginning,

Asean will lead and chair all future meetings,

THE STATESMAN

very much to the chagrin of Japan, which prefers
other non-Asean countries to co-chair meetings.
In a nutshell, Asean will be calling the shots, as it

always has done and as in the Asean Regional

Forum. Asean leaders see EAS as an Asian-type G-8
meeting which will take up specific themes or
issues, including invitations of specific guests. For
example, in the past year, China and India were
invited to join in G-8 discussions.

The Declaration on the Asean Plus Three Sumniit
that will be signed by their leaders will ensure that
the process that began in 1992 continues.

Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia have
been demanding that Asean+3 be the main driving
force and that it should not be difuted in any way by
the new forum. A series of summit meetings that
would also include Russia will take place with the

announcement of the establishment of an “eminent
persons group” to prepare the drafting of an Asean
Charter. The EPG group will study future scenarios
for Asean beyond the current action plan for 2020.
Whatgter the group agrees fo will be reflected in
the Charter. Prominent Asean personalities such as
fmer Filipino President Fidel Ramos, former
‘Malaysian deputy prime minister Musa Hitam, for-
mer Singaporean foreign minister S Jayakumar, for-
mer Indonesian foreign minister Ali Alatas and for-
mer Thai foreign minister Kasem Samosornkaseruri
have agreed to join the group.

They expect to finish the draft Charter within a
year. To help them, the Jakarta-based Asean
Secretariat has a finished draft which encompasses

important elements found in all Asean documents

and -agtion plans.

T fegent years, Asean states have realised that
they have to work closer together to tackle common
proble};{s, “especially serious cross-border issucs
such as ferrorism, haze and pollutions, people-traf-
ficking and drug-smuggling, and contagiotis dis-
eases such as bird flu and SARS. :

The law-binding Charter will facilitate coopera-
tion on such issues. For instance, if nesd be, in the
case of anti-terrorism cooperation, there could be a
speedy extradition of persons involved in terrorist
acts. Through increased cooperation, some of the
key Asean members, such as Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines and Singapore, hope that member-
countries will talk less about the non-interference
principle and opt for practical approaches.

The discreet but sustained pressure from the
Asean MPs’ Caucus on Myanmar was cited as a
good example. As host of the EAS, Malaysia wants to
leave a legacy that it has made Asean more engaged
with the rest of the world and that EAS should be a
non-exclusive entity.

Not long age, Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said that he wished to see Ascan
become more open and down to earth. He is now
working to make sure that this happens.

At the summit, the Malaysian leader will head a
scheduled 15-minute meeting between representa-
tives from Ascan civil-society organisations and his
Asean colleagues. 1t will be the first such major
encounter, underscoring the host’s desire to make
Asean less elifist.

There are at least 50 organisations registered as
Asean nongovernmental organisations. But only a
few, such as Asean-ISIS and the Asean University
Network, are recognised and enjoy regular contacts
with Asean senior officials.

(The author is Assistant Group Editor, Nafion
Multimedia Group Plc, specialising in regional
issues.)

The Nation/ANN



/

FOURTH DEATH IN INDONESIA ®m CHINA REPORTS OUTBR

Bird flu alarm in Asii

JAKARTA, Oct. 25. —
Indonesian authorities to-
day confirmed the coun-
try’s fourth human death
from bird flu, while China
reported an outbréak of the
virus among geese in east-
ern Anhui province — its
second outbreak in a week.

M Indonesia

The latest Indonesian vic-
tim, a 23-year-old man
from Bogor, West Java, was
admitted to hospital in late
September and died two
days later, said Mr Hariadi
Wibisono, a health ministry
official. A Hong Kong lab
confirmed the test results
yesterday, he and a WHO
official said today.

The H5N1 strain of bird
flu has swept through
poultry populations in
many parts of Asia since
2003, jumping to humans
and killing more than 60
people. Most human cases
have been linked to con-
tact with sick birds.

The UN’s Food and Agri-
culture Organisation (FAQO)
would launch a “military-
like” campaign, including
house-to-house  searches
for infected birds, to tackle
bird flu in Indonesia.

B China
Bird flu sickened 2,100
geese in eastern China and
killed about a quarter of
them, a UN official said
today. The agriculture mi-
nistry confirmed yesterday

that the birds died of the .

H5NT1 virus in Liangying, a
village in Anhui province.
Meanwhile, experts
from agriculture ministry
have been sent to help dis-
ease control in the village.
So far, the affected area
has been sterilised. No
human infections or no
new poultry b1rd flu deaths

WINGS OF TERROR: Indonesnan bird-sellers play wuth thelr pigeons while waltmg for customers

in Jakarta on Tuesday. — AFP

Fear flies into Germany

BERLIN, Oct. 25. — Dead wild geese in western Germany
showed positive results for a form of bird fiu during preliminary
tests, a health official said today. He, however, added that the
geese died from poisoning. Further tests would be needed to
confirm the virus and to tell whether it was the deadly H5N1
strain of bird flu, said Mr Stefan Brent, president of the bureau
carrying out the testing at a press conference in Koblenz in the
state of Rheinland-Pfalz. Mr Brent said that some 5 percent of
wild birds could be expected to carry some form of bird fiu,
and called the results of the tests “no sensational find”. — AP

were reported in the
province.

The provincial animal
disease control centre has
taken a series of measures
to demand mandatory
immunity in all poultry
farms. Major Chinese
cities are straining every
nerve against a possible
bird flu pandemic out-
break. All epidémic moni-
toring networks and. pre-
schemes for emergency
have been activated.

Today, Beijing launched
a thorough surveillance on
poultry and bird markets.

B Vietnam
Authorities in Vietnam,
the country hardest hit by
bird flu with more than 40
human deaths, is consider-
ing banning live poultry in
all urban areas along with
the sale of raw blood pud-
ding — a local dish —
made from ducks or geese.

Meanwhile, another six
million doses of vaccine to
inoculate domestic birds
against bird flu have
arrived from China easing
fears that there would be a
shortage for the pro-
gramme now underway

THE STATESMAN

They would be followed
by six million doses each
day until they totalled 260
million, said National Ve-
terinary Company director
Dr Pham Quang Thai.

8 Thailand
Avian influenza has spread
to more than hall of
Thailand, with 39 provinces
reporting confirmed or sus-
pected cases of fresh bird-
fiu infections.

Last week, the authori-
ties had just 21 provinces
under close watch for bird .
flu, suggesting the virus is \
spreading rapidly.

Meanwhile, five pro-
vinces have been put on a
list of provinces with severe
bird-flu problems. Officials
were busy culling fowl sus-
pected of contracting bird

|
-flu. At the same time, offi- |

cials complained they were |
facing rgsistance from |




- Koizumi’s shrine visit evokes

Tokyo: Some 200 Japanese lawmakers Japanese war dead including

~ anger, Japani to smoothen ties

paid a mass visit to a Tokyo war
shrine on Tuesday, with Asian nations
still fuming over Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi’s trip there the
previous day.

Japan’s neighbours including Chi-
na and South Korea protested vocifer-
ously at the prime minister’s visit to
the Yasukuni shrine in central Tokyo
on Monday, the fifth time he had done
so since taking office in 2001. Koizu-
mi’s political opponents lambasted
the Prime Minister for his visit and
even a cabinet minister described the
visit as “extremely regrettable”.

Koizumi says neighbouring coun-
tries should not interfere in matters of
personal faith, a view echoed by law-

PRAYING FOR THE DEAD: Japanese Shinto

priests with paper umbrellas during an
autumn festival at the Yasukuni Shrine

some Class A war criminals
and is seen by China and South
Korea as a symbol of pas
militarism. :
While Koizumi prayed in
front of the shrine as a general
worshipper, in an effort to por-
tray the visit as a personal
pilgrimage, the lawmakers car-
ried out their traditional
worship at the main hall.
Meanwhile, Japan’s foreign
minister pledged on Tuesday
to smooth ties with China and
South Korea. The shrine visit
chills the air at a time when
Japan is seeking co-operation

the cross-party group that visited the from China and South Korea in re-
shrine. Yasukuni, built in June 1869as solving the standoff over North Ko-
a holy site Shinto, honours 2.5 million rea’s nuclear weapons. agencies

makers from his ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) who were among
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Jakarta

@ Bandung memories

BEIJING, April 22. — The historic con-
ference of Bandung of 1955, in Indonesia,
was remembered today, as Jakarta
brought together leaders of the “decolo-
nised peoples of Asia and Africa”.

Back in 1955, “the spirit of Bandung”
moved historic leaders like Chinese
Premier Zhou Enlai, Indian Prime Minis-
ter Jawahral Nehru, Egyptian President
Abdul Nasser and King Norodom
Sihanouk of Cambodia to gather in
Indonesia, at the invitation of President
Soekarno. It was then dubbed “the great-
est gathering of all times”, as decolonisa-
tion gathered steam.

The Bandung jubilee commemoration,
at the invitation of Indonesian President
Susilo Bambang Yudhyono, was undou-
btedly one of the biggest Third World
gatherings too, though the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) was indirectly engen-

meet revives

g")

dered by Bandung. (g\[]

As President Hu Jintao of China and
President Dr APJ Abdul Kamal of India
made the historic trip, joined by an
impressive group of Third World leaders,
both from Asia and africa, Bandung held
significance today from an Asian perspec-
tive, not only for the similarities with
1955 but also for the differences.

Bandung represents, once again, the rise
of “Asianism”, as also seen in 1955, where-
by an Asian-African solidarity would pro-
pel the two regions and their people to face
the decolonising West. Now, there is no
doubt Asia is rising again, especially its two
most populous nations, China and India,
which are trying to reclaim their rightful
status in the world.

The recent summit between the
Chinese and Indian Premiers, Mr Wen
Jiabao and Dr Manmohan Singh, cap-
tured world media attention, as many
political analysts hailed a “new Asian
century”.
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West wary ¢ about Asian
giants’ new-found love

By Rashmee Roshan Lall /TNN  {

London: Anxious Western think tanks
are furiously plotting just what India and
China’s pledge to create an “Asian centu-
ry” will mean for the new world order and
the Western axis of power, just 48 hours
after Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao called
for Beijing and Delhi jointly to build twin
“pagodas” of cooperation.

“What does an Asian century really
mean? What does Asian mean? Does In-
dia share ‘Asian’ values with China; does
it have more shared values with China
than with the US and UK,” asked Dr
Gareth Price, head of Asia programmes
at London’s Royal Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs (RIIA).

Price’s questions came just eight weeks
before the first Anglo-American brain-
storming conference on these and other
issues in London, even as Western diplo-
mats and observers took significant note
that Beijing and New Delhi had shaken
hands “on an alliance of giants”.

Price told TOI on Tuesday the West was
obviously concerned about “what China
and India’s more important global role
would really mean for; how would it affect
the international architecture?” Price
said, “We are obviously some way away
from a United States of Chindia” but Chi-
na’s agreement to back India’s bid for a
seat on the United Nations Security Coun-
c¢il (UNSC) posed important geo-political
questions, not least whether an empow-
ered India-China axis would “subscribe to
the way things have always been done.”

Even as Jiabao concluded his four-day
tour of South Asia, boffins in wary West-
ern capitals were suggesting that India’s
decision to cooperate with China in build-
ing an “Asian century” might be a bless-
ing because New Delhi shared the West-
ern commitment to democracy and hu-
man rights far more than Beijing.

Commentators said India’s reaction to
Kathmandu’s recent royal bloodless coup
appeared to underline the extent to which it
shared Western rather than Chinese values
on democracy and human rights. While

13 APR 7004

BHAI-BHALI: Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabac

watchful Western commentators noted tt
new mood of Hindi-Chini cooperation ar
the significance of their signing a slew
accords, including the 11-point road me
that sets out to resolve 40-year-old borde
disputes, many sounded a note of cautio
about Indo-Chinese bonhomie.

Price said there was “clearly a lon
way to go” in terms of real cooperatiol
between the Asian giants and even eco
nomic cooperation was not really a given
“There is fierce competition between the
two countries in the energy sector”, he
pointed out, adding that even the much-
hyped recent big rise in bilateral exports
was largely Indian exports of raw mate-
rial such as pig iron to China.

On Tuesday, in yet another sign the
West was sitting up and taking notice of
the emerging Asian alliance of giants,
The Times, London described the Beijing-
Delhi handshake as marking “the end of
decades of suspicion, fuelled by China’s
traditional close ties with Pakistan.”

The paper said India and China’s “fiur-
ry of communiquis but little bombast
(spoke)...volumes about how well their
strengths and weaknesses complement
each other”
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~ Wen sgts store by trllateral cooperatlon

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELH|, APRIL 12. Trilateral
cooperation between India,
China and Russia will help dem-
ocratise international relations
and safeguard world peace, se-
curity and stability, the Chinese
Premier, Wen Jiabao, told a
group of senior journalists to-
day.

The three countries shared
“identical and similar” views on
many issues, Mr. Wen said. “Co-
ordination and cooperation”
among them served the interest
of peace and stability in the re-
gion and the world at large.

China, India and Russia were
all “influential” countries and
China was “positive towards tri-
lateral cooperation,” Mr. Wen
said. This “cooperation and co-
ordination” was by no means an
alliance and not targeted at any
other country.

Mr. Wen, who left for Beijing
later in the day, said that his vis-
it to India had produced “rich
results” and that reporters
could see “all the smiles” on his
face. He quoted his Indian

13 a0 20 D

counterpart, Manmohan Singh, k‘Elevelopmg country We fully

as telling him on Monday, that
“we two are making history.”
A day after the Foreign Secre-
tary, Shyam Saran, said that
China would be happy to see In-
dia as a permanent member of
the United Nations’ Security
Council, Mr. Wen preferred to
stick to the language contained
in Monday’s joint statement on
the issue. “China reiterates that
we attach great importance to
the ... role of India in interna-

" tional affairs because India is a

very populous and important

understand and support the In-
dian aspiration to play an even
bigger role in international af-
fairs, including in the United
Nations,” he maintained.

On the boundary dispute, he
said that as long as the two sides
showed sincerity, patience and
perseverance in addressing the
problem, the India-China bor-
der could be turned into a
“boundary of peace and friend-
ship.”

On Sikkim, Mr. Wen said that
it was “known to all” that this

was no longer a problem in bi-
lateral relations with India.

China wanted to further eco-
nomic cooperation with India
and Beijing would like to focus
on cooperation between “in-
dustries” in hi-tech, scientific
and technological fields.

Mr. Wen said that China wel-
comed India’s “liaison” with re-
gional groupings, including the
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation and the “ASEAN plus
three” arrangement.

More reports on qu/ 1




Asia’s superpo\ﬁegs

Are Beijing and Tokyo c\: ng into coflision?

preading anti-Japanese protests in China, apparently to do
ith Japanese history books that gloss over atrocities com-
mitted in Asia during the 1930s and 1940s, are not only about
history, they’re also about the present, The Japanese not ack-
nowledging the full extent of their atrocities in Asian coun-
tries before and during World War II is old hat, they have
never been as unihibited about this as, say, the Germans have
in acknowledging Nazi atrocities. A cynic would note that
Chinese authorities have not been upfront about acknowled-
ging Maoist atrocities either. China and Japan are the domin-
ant powers of the 21st century Asia that is in the making, and
they may be, to some extent, coming into collision. The Chin-
ese military is modernizing at a rapid pace, while neo-nation-
alists in Japan have called for ditching the country’s pacifist
Constitution and getting the Japanese military to acquire
offensive capabilities as well as a mandate for overseas opera-
tions. Both countries claim the Diaoyautai/Senkaku islands,
hoping to mine the seabeds around them for minerals and oil,
Japan and India want to become permanent members of the
UN Security Council, whereas China would like to frustrate
both in order to retain its supremacy in Asia.

Beijing sees Tokyo as a cat’s paw of Washington — as Paris
does London within the EU — while Tokyo would like to in-
volve Washington in Asia as a balance against Beijing. Con-
comitant with Beijing’s nationalist assertions over Taiwan and
its ongoing military modernization programme, Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi has also pandered to the nationalist
camp in Japan by undertaking annual visits to the controver-
sial Yasukuni shrine, which honours Japan’s war dead. Delhi
has so far paid more attention to Beijing, which is under-
standable as it would like to settle the border dispute and
neutralize Beijing’s support for Islamabad, A border settle-
ment with Beijing, on the basis of both sides keeping what-
ever they have, would be of immense value in pressing for a
broadly similar settlement with Islamabad. But Tokyo must
be an integral part of Delhi’s “look east” policy as well, more
so because the Japanese and Indian economies are comple-
mentary rather than competitive and Japan could be a source
of much-needed FDI, from which the Chinese have benefited
immensely despite all the rivalry with the Japanese.

Ate 2np*
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. POLICY IN ASIA

here seems\to 'be a new
i i erican dip-
lomacy: to prevent the EU

from trying to pursue a more
proactive and independent po-
licy in the Far East which, owing
to its rapid economic growth, is
becoming one of the most im-
portant regions in global politics.

American concerns over EU
policy in Asia emerged in Seoul
and Beijing, the last two legs of
the Asian tour of Condoleezza
Rice, the US secretary of state.
America’s front pages quoted
Rice as saying that the Euro-
peans “should do nothing” that
would upset the balance of for-
ces in Asia, in particular, by sel-
ling sophisticated weapons to
China. She said the US would
otherwise have to build up its
military potential in the Pacific
in response.

Trade presence

It is not the first time that
Washington has warned Europe
about lifting the arms embargo,
which was imposed after the
events in Tiananmen Square in
1989. However, the Americans
have never before been so open
in proclaiming the Pacific “their
territory”. And now we can hear
them say, “It is the United States
— not Europe — that has de-
fended the Pacific”.

The 25 EU member-states
have not smoothed over all their
differences on the embargo.
However, they rather seem to be
discussing how to lift the em-
bargo, and not whether it should
be lifted at all. The latest exam-
ple is the Paris news conference
after a meeting between the lea-
ders of France, Germany, Russia
and Spain. France is known to be
the main advocate of lifting the

—embargo. At the news confer-
ence, the Russian president
amused the audience by saying
that if the embargo remained in
force, it would be only better for
Russia because it would have
fewer competitors. He added,
though, that Russia would be
ready to cooperate with the

The author is a political commentator
associated with Ria Novosti

India and Pakistan have started a
new chapter of friendship but this
long path of bonhomie is full of
hurdles.... The ‘highway shouldn’t
just be used to ferry people, but
also to promote trade. Let Kash-
miri products reach Afghanistan,
Iran and the markets of Pakistan
through this highway, ~— Dr'Man-
" mohan Singh; flagging off the first
peace bus.
*

Noreligion allows violence. It is
against all human civilisations. All
they wanted to do is to meet their
loved ones from whom they have
been separated for decades. We
express grave sorrow. at-this very
unfortunate incident and offer
our sympathies to the injured and
their: families. ~— Mr- Khurshid
Kasuri, Pakistan foreign minister,
after - the terrorist attack on the
Tourism Reception Centre in Sri-
nagar housing passengers sched-
uled to travel to Muzaffarabad.

*

We are proud of what we have
achieved in the last eight years...
It’s a big choice and there’s a lot
at stake... The British people are

By DMITRY KOSYREV

Europeans in developing new
weapons systems for Beijing if
the ban were lifted. In other
words, Russia will help the EU
re-adjust to the market after a
16-year hiatus.

Condoleezza Rice is certainly
not seeking to play into Mos-
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cow’s hands rather than Brus-
sels’ and help Russia maintain its
leading positions on the Chinese
weapons market. Evidently, the
Russian-Chinese partnership is
already a customary element of
Pacific policy, whereas coopera-
tion between China and Europe
is something of a novelty.

The Europeans have so far
proven to be quite capable of
maintaining trade relations with
Asia, and China in particular,
but, apart from business deals,
the European policy in the
region is virtually insignificant.

Diplomatic record

In 2003, EU-China trade
increased by 44 per cent, and in
2004 was up 36 per cent, which
left the EU as China’s biggest
trade partner, leaving the US in
the third place after Japan.
China, in turn, became the EU’s
second biggest trade partner
after the US.

EU diplomats have not always

the boss -and they are the ones
who will make it. — Mr Tony
Blair, after seeking Queen Eliza-
beth’s permission to dissolve par-
liament.

*

I read so much about the so-
called improvements in Bengal’s
work culture. But when I come
across. such experience, 1 get
confused as to which
is correct — the crea-
ted perception or the
real life experience.
— Mr Rahul Kumar,
MD, Amui, alleging
harassment. by -offi-
cials of the state animal resources
development department

The pubhc1ty he got was bigger.
What he did was very little. —
Miss Jayalalitha criticising actor
Vivek Oberoi who had thrown
himself into relief work in a tsu-
nami-ravaged village in Chennai.

*

We've been in Kolkata for
seven months and we’ve faced six
bandhs. This puts off internation-
al customers. — Mr Azim Premji,

;;z;‘.c.foz-f///xz/[],.u: T

been a success in Asia. For ex-
ample, the EU has been caught
up in a long-standing row with
China’s southern neighbours,
the Asean (Association of
South-East Asian Nations)
group. The Europeans have long
criticised the military regime in

Myanmar, an Asean member-
state. These debates have only
aggravated the situation, as
promoting European values in
Asia is as dubious a cause as
promoting Asian values in
Europe.

However, there are other
more successful examples of the
EU’s recent policy in Asia and
on China’s north-western bor-
ders in particular. A recent reso-
lution of the European Parlia-
ment called for resuming fuel oil
deliveries to North Korea’s ther-
mo-power stations to be finan-
ced by the European Commis-
sion. Until 2003, when the US
began accusing Pyongyang of
secret nuclear developments,
fuel oil was delivered from
America.

The same resolution envisages
that the EU should earmark four
million euros for an organisation
that played the key role in the
stability on the Korean penin-
sula until the Bush administra-

Wipro chairman.

We want and wish it (the UPA
government) to last. It will last
while continuing to adhere to the
CMP. — Mr Sitaram Yechury,
CPI-M politburo member.

*

When I took over, the KMC
was a bankrupt organisation. We
initiated a major
revenue collection
drive, spent Rs 400
trore on the water
supply network, and
the focus will now
shift to road repairs.
— Mr Subrata Mukherjee, mayor
of Kolkata.

*

1 am ready to sit with the mayor
for a debate. Most of the projects
being completed now were con-
ceived during the Left Front ten-
ure. The present board is just
reaping the benefit of our
policies. — Mr Asok Bhat-
tacharya, West Bengal’s urban
development minister.

*
As Speaker of the Lok Sabha

Washington Concerned About European Moves

tion came to power. The organi-
sation is KEDO (the Korean.
Peninsula Energy Development
Organisation), which was to
build a nuclear power station for
Pyongyang. The project was
mostly sponsored by Europe,
though it is regarded as Ameri-
can. President Bush’s accusa-
tions with regard to North Korea
froze the KEDO project before
the foundations could even be
laid.

And, lastly, the Europeans
have no intention of taking for
granted the US arguments that
Pyongyang has its own nuclear
programme. The European
Parliament is calling for hearings
to clarify the situation.

Independent policy

The European Parliament’s
move means it is not happy
about the way US diplomats are
trying to resolve the Korean
“nuclear crisis”. Therefore, the
Europeans are preparing to
pursue their own policy in the
region. It is important to remem-
ber that the Korean issue was
one of the major issues discussed
at the secretary of state’s meet-
ing with the Chinese leadership
in Beijing. Reports clearly
indicate that the US would like
to resume negotiations with
North Korea which Russia,
South Korea, Japan and China,
but not the Europeans, are also
party to. However, the Euro-
pean Parliament’s resolution
indicates that Europe is tired of
waiting and is joining diplomats
from Beijing, Moscow and Seoul
in calling for Washington to be
more realistic in its proposals for
North Korea.

Considering the rise of China
and the decline in US influence,
America has too many problems
in the Pacific to remain calm
when a new player emerges.
However, the US will apparently
have to put up with Europe’s
increasing activity in the Far
East as well as in the Middle
East. It will be an independent
policy that does not always or
necessarily coincide with the
policies pursued by the US or
even Russia or Japan.

which represents thc world’s
largest democracy, if 1 am no
trusted in any of the countries
then 1 should not go the
have to be exempted fr
rity checks as heads of
ernment and heads of state.
must respect each othe
all the more painful 3
Commonwealthk country
this. It is an affront H
that some country ins
rigorous checks on its S -
— Mr Somnath Chatterjee Lﬂk'i
Sabha speaker, calling of .
visit to Sydney because
'‘not want to be frisk

airport.

They can g
adoration |
quickly. — R
captain, Im;han :
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on my mind, =
Indian cricket ;ca
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-~ Asian cooperation dialogue can

5

By B. Muralidhar Reddy '» ]

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 5. The Pakis-
tan Foreign Minister, Khur-
sheed Mehmood Kasuri, today
called for using Asian Cooper-
ation Dialogue (ACD) as a plat-
form to realise enhanced
economic cooperation amongst
the Asian states by sharing the
fruits of  progress and
prosperity.

“The emergence of ACD is a
region-wide process reflecting
our common desire of self-re-
liance, consolidation and
building a partnership from in-
dividual strengths of each
state,” Mr. Kasuri said here
while inaugurating a high-level
expert seminar on ‘Economic
Cooperation in Asia.’

The seminar has been orga-
nised ahead of the ACD Minis-
terial Meeting to be held here
tomorrow. The seminar was al-

06 2ro 2005

%o addressed by the Deputy
rime Minister of Thailand, the
Governor of the China Devel-
opment Bank, the Foreign Min-
isters of Bangladesh and
Singapore and the Governor of
the State Bank of Pakistan.

Representatives  from 25
countries, including 18 Foreign
Ministers, are taking part in the
Ministerial meeting. The Union
Science and Technology Minis-
ter, Kapil Sibal, is representing
India. It would be inaugurated
by the Pakistan Prime Minister,
Shaukat Aziz, and the Chinese
Premier, Web Jiabao, would de-
liver the keynote address at the
conference.

The Foreign Minister said
that the ACD was an evolving
process that was started in 2002
on the initiative of Thailand to-
wards promoting regional in-
tegration through establishing
Asia-wide linkages and de-

""" help promote economic ties’ s '

pendencies and forging strate-
gic partnerships.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter told the seminar that the
ultimate barometer of success
is to realise the vision of a com-
mon greater Asian neighbour-
hood consisting of peaceful
and prosperous societies coop-
erating with each other in di-
verse fields for their common
good, progress, prosperity and
happiness of their peoples and
capable of contributing to the
civilisation of the 21st century.

He said the realisation of the
vision of an Asian community
necessitates  defining  what
steps “we must take, both in
the short and long-term to de-
velop conducive conditions
and essential building blocks”
which would act as a factor of
stability and promotion of
cooperation amongst the Asian
countries.

“The Asia Cooperatien Dia-
logue should ac»as/gfgl main
facilitator in forging these es-
sentials of cooperation. Among
others, some of the steps in
these areas could include cre-
ating an ACD Agricultural and
Agro-based Industries Council,
institutionalising meetings of
the Finance and Trade Minis-
ters, heads of the central banks,
and regular  consultations
amongst the chambers of com-
merce and industries and stock
exchanges,” he maintained.

Mr. Kasuri said Asia's is on
the rise and its economic and
political strength was being in-
creasingly felt across the globe.
The rise "of Asian economic
might — starting from Japan in
the early 1960s to East Asia,
China, South Korea in the pre-
sent — has led to a new bal-
ance of global economic power,
he observed.

“Some political pundits have
termed it as a shift in the centre
of gravity of world affairs from
the West Atlantic to Asia. This
places greater responsibility on
us — the Asian leadership,” the
Minister said.

A



PROBLEM IN ASIA

Japan Is Proving Difficult To Manage For China

emerging as Beijing’s targeted

bad boy. Internet users are
posting angry messages on web-
sites designed to let out their
hatred against Japan. Some are
even predicting war. The Chinese
authorities are quick to shut
down sites advocating democracy
and other activities. But they are
looking the other way where
Japan-bashing is concerned.

‘Why is Beijing allowing it? One
explanation could be that it is a
safety valve to channel popular
disaffection into a national cause
with the broadest popular appeal.
Japan fits the bill. It hasn’t apolo-
gised adequately for its wartime
atrocities. It has sought to white-
wash its history books by tinker-
ing with wartime facts to paint
Japan in a favourable light.

American decline

Prime Minister Junichiro Koiz-
umi of Japan has angered China
by his annual visits to the Yasu-
kini shrine, housing its war dead,
including World War II war
criminals. Its recent defence poli-
cy white paper has infuriated
Beijing by labelling China (and
North Korea) as security threats.
According to press reports, their
top leadership (Hu Jintao and
Koizumi) are barely on speaking
terms. And Japan is proving
difficult to manage in terms of
China’s regional and global
ambitions. ’

China is working to become a
superpower. The timing is right
because the United States is
stuck with Iraq and global terror-
ism. In other words, the United
States is over-reaching itself.
According to Qian Qichen, Chi-
na’s former foreign minister and
an influential policy formulator,
the US overdependence on mili-
tary force would lead to “absolute
insecurity of the American Em-
pire and its demise because of
expansion it cannot cope with”.

Therefore, China sees excel-
lent opportunities in America’s
predicament. It has already made
quite an impact in South-east

lt would seem that Japan is

The author is a freelance writer

By SPSETH

Asia through a series of diploma-
tic and trade initiatives, the most
important being the free trade
agreement with Association of
South East Asian Nations.

In the case of South Korea, it
has virtually detached Seoul from
its US alliance. According to
Professors James E Auer and
Robyn Lim, “South Korea has

become a de facto ally of China.
Thus its value to the United
States as an ally has been un-
dermined, and the congruence of
strategic interest . that under-
pinned this alliance during the
cold war is rapidly eroding”.

Seoul is not comfortable with
the US hard line on North Korea.
President Roh of South Korea
has been urging Washington to be
more tolerant of North Korea,
even calling its nuclear ambitions
an “understandable” attempt at
defence. Both North and South
Korea are now part of China’s
regional political and security
zone.

Benign message

On its north, Beijing has clear-
ed the decks to further develop
its relations with Russia with the
signing of a border agreement
between the two countries. And it
is seeking to improve relations
with India.

In other words, China’s politi-
cal and security environment is
quite benign. Even the United

THE S74 TESMAy

States seem keen to keep China
on its side, aware of its own
difficult situation. That would
explain why Washington is keen
to “rein in” Taipei lest it provokes
China and creates more diffi-
culties for the United States.
The trick for Beijjing, though, is
to manage its relationship with
the United States without seem-

ingly challenging its global supre-
macy. This might make the Uni-
ted States less concerned about
China’s regional and global am-
bitions. And could even create a
political partnership of sorts
between the two countries.

It is worth noting that, for some
time now, Beijing has generally
avoided branding the United
States as a “hegemonic” power. It
used to be the hallmark of its
frequent pronouncements on the
US foreign policy. Even the most
recent criticism of the US global
over-reach by Qian Qichen, a
former foreign minister, has been
disclaimed saying that he wasn’t
really its author.

In other words, Beijing has
opted for cooperation rather
than confrontation with the Uni-
ted States, regarding it as a stra-
tegic necessity. It hopes that it
will bear political dividends on
Taiwan by diluting US commit-
ment to defend the island.

Beijing doesn’t want the world
to think that China is an
expansionist power in the old

-~ Q
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colonial tradition. It is, therefore,
keen to send a benign message.
According to a senior Chinese
diplomat, “There is a fear about
the future orientation of Chinese
foreign policy. It is not surprising
because in world history many big
powers rose and caused earth-
quakes. But...China is going to be
different because the world has
changed. It’s not like in the past
when powers had to expand ter-
ritorially in order to get markets”.

Japanese skepticism

This is no longer necessary in a
globalised world, she said. In any
case, “China is going to primarily
engage with its own [internal]
problems for a long time to
come”. In other words it doesn’t
have a “hegemonic” agenda, and
is not competing with the United
States for global supremacy.

This broad message, repeated
in bilateral and multilateral con-
tacts, has acquired a certain re-
sonance of its own in many Asian
countries. A notable exception is
Japan, which regards China as a
threat. Japan is not buying
China’s message of “peaceful

According to Professor Robert
Sutter. at Georgetown Univer-
sity’s School of Foreign Service,
“Chinese officials and specia-
lists...admit that Japan poses a
special problem for China’s
peaceful and moderate approach
to Asia, and that US support
for Japan feeds into this
problem”.

Indeed, Tokyo is no longer a
passive clement in the US-Japan
security alliance. It is participa-
ting in the development of the
US missile defence system, has
committed  (non-combatant)
troops in Iraq and is generally
going in the direction of re-inter-
preting or modifying its pacifist
constitution.

China, therefore, has a prob-
lem in Asia with Japan. The
mistake, though, is to treat Japan
as an American appendage.
Beijing hopes to deal with Tokyo
as part of their strategic equation
with the United States. But Japan
will be a difficult customer, with
or without its US alliance.



“Aid worth $2-billion descends on A

Delivering relief

Bangkok, Jan. 1 (Reuters): A
multinational force of aid
workers, military aircraft and
ships descended on Asia as
global tsunami relief pledges
topped $2 billion, but the hun-
dreds of tonnes of aid created
alogistical nightmare.

The hardest part still
proved to be getting aid from
clogged airports out to areas
rendered barely accessible by
the destruction of roads,
phones, boats and harbours —
but some aid was finally get-
ting through today, six days
on.

With  airports under
strain, Australian military
transporters had to be divert-
ed from the worst-hit area, In-
donesia’s northern province
of Aceh where 80,000 are dead.

Military bases in Singa-
pore, untouched by the tsuna-
mi, opened their gates to store
emergency supplies in ware-
houses.

Aid officials, often un-
aware of what aid was coming
until the aircraft doors
opened, urged donors to let
them know in advance what
they were flying in.

Across the Indian Ocean
region, they battled to coordi-
nate efforts to help millions
left homeless by the massive
waves, unleashed by an under-
sea quake, that Kkilled over
124,000 people.

Indonesia has called an in-
ternational summit for Janu-
ary 6 to discuss how best to
cope with the tsunami relief
operation, one of the biggest

still nightmare

humanitarian aid campaigns
in history. Supplies that had
been stacked up at the airport
in Aceh’s capital, Banda Aceh,
for want of onward transport,
were reaching the city itself to
which many survivors have
fled. Ample supplies of eggs,
rice, noodles and biscuits were
seen at one camp.

Little, though, was making
it by land to people in more re-
mote areas.

Banda Aceh airport can
handle large military aircraft
due to a long-running seces-
sionist conflict, but with only
one runway it was groaning
under the weight of round-
the-clock operations by the
giant Antonov and C-130 trans-
porters.

“The aircraft going in and
going out are just taxing the
capacity to the very limit,”
Michael Elmquist, head of the
UN disaster relief operation
in Indonesia, said.

The UN refugee agency
UNHCR said it planned to
begin airlifting 400 tonnes of
shelter and emergency sup-
plies into Aceh from ware-
houses in Copenhagen and
Dubai starting tomorrow.

It said its airlift would meet
the needs of some 100,000 peo-
ple in the ravaged province.

In Sri Lanka, the worst-hit
nation after Indonesia, the US
is despatching up to 1,500
Marines and a mini aircraft
carrier with some 20 helicop-
ters to assist in relief and re-
construction of the island
where more than 28,000 died.

(Clock
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e from top left) A combo of pictures from Chedu resort in Phuket, Thailand, shows (1) staff prep
thir@wells which engulfed the hotel restaurant and the surrounding gardens. The
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resort submerged in water. (AFP)
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US military
arrives
with help
in Aceh

Banda Aceh, Jan. 1
(Reuters): Substantial help fi-
nally began reaching refugees
in Indonesia’s devastated
Aceh province today, and the
US military arrived in force to
speed the flow of critically
needed aid.

Supplies had started pour-
ing into the airport at the
provincial capital, Banda
Aceh, yesterday, but much had
failed to get out to the nearly
110,000 made homeless by Sun-
day’s massive earthquake and
the powerful tsunami it trig-
gered.

In the heart of Banda Aceh
today, bulldozers cleared a
path through the destruction
left by the tsunami and bodies
could be seen sticking out of
piles of debris nearly four me-
tres high that eerily line the
streets.

Elsewhere birds picked at
hundreds of bloated, decaying
corpses clogging a canal cut-
ting through the provincial
capital and filling the air with
a nauseating stench.

Hundreds of survivors
gathered at Banda Aceh’s air-
port today, captivated by the
hive of activity created by five
US Sea Hawk helicopters, Sin-
gaporean military Super
Puma choppers and Aus-
tralian and Indonesian Her-
cules transports.

“We just got here, we're
here to help and we're going to
keep working until the mis-
sion is done ... Where they say
they need (aid) we will move
it,” Captain Larry Burt, com-
mander of US Carrier Air
Wing Two, said.

The disaster is now known
to have killed more than 80.000
people on northern Sumatra
island, all but a handful of
them in Aceh. Officials say the
final toll may exceed 100,000.

But while aid was finally
getting through to some of the
needy after days of delay —a
refugee camp at a mosque in
Banda Aceh had ample sup-
plies of food early today —
many were still searching for
help.

Faced with the possible
spread of disease from pollut-
ed water supplies and the hun-
dreds of bodies lying un-
touched, some survivors —
many in face masks — began
to flee Banda Aceh.

ed water supplies and the hun-
dreds of bodies lying un-
touched, some survivors —
many in face masks — began
to flee Banda Aceh.

Two-year-old
Angelica Martin, who
survived the tsunami, in
Phuket. (AFP)




