Violence over, China
begms great Co

HOWARD W. FRENCH \

Shanghai, Dec. 17: Ten days
ago, the sleepy fishing village
of Dongzhou was the scene of
a deadly face-off, with pro-
testers hurling homemade
bombs and the police gun-
ning them down in the
streets.

Now, a stilted calm pre-
vails, a cover-up so carefully
planned that the small town
looks like a relic from the
Cultural Revolution, as if the
government had decided to
re-educate the entire popula-
tion. Banners hang every-
where, with slogans in big
red characters proclaiming
things like: “Stability is para-
mount” and “Don’t trust in-
stigators”.

Many facts remain un-
clear about the police crack-
down on a Dongzhou demon-
stration on December 6,
which residents say ended in

the deaths of 20 or mo\-e%eo

ple, but one thing is certain:
The government is doing
everything possible to pre-
vent witnesses’ accounts of
what happened from emerg-

ing.

Residents of Dongzhou, a
small town now cordoned off
by heavy police roadblocks
and patrols, said in scores of
interviews on the telephone
and with visitors that they
had endured beatings, bribes
and threats at the hands of
security forces in the week
and a half after their protest
against the construction of a
power plant was violently
put down.

Others said that the
corpses of the dead had been
withheld, apparently be-
cause they were so riddled
with bullets that they would
contradict the government’s
version of events.

And residents have been

er-up

warned that if must ex-
plain the deaths of loved ones
— many of whom were shot
dead during a tense standoff
with the police in which fire-
works, blasting caps and
crude petrol bombs were
thrown by the villagers —
they should simply say their
relatives were blown up by
their own explosives.

“Local officials are talk-
ing to families that had rela-
tives Killed in the incident,
telling them that if they tell
higher officials and outsiders
that they died by accident, by
explosives, while confronting
the police, they must make it
sound convincing,” said one
resident of the besieged town
in an interview. “If the fami-
ly members speak this way
they are being promised
50,000 yuan ($6,193), and if
not, they will be beaten and
get nothing out of it.”
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", UN to China: Close yuan-ing gap
" hetween cities, countryside

Beijing Asked To Help Poor Rural Folk Get Better Jobs And Educatlon So
They Can Share In Nation’s Economic Boom

Beijing: A United Nations report
released on Friday calls on China to
fight poverty by dismantling a con-
troversial household registration
system that hinders people from the
poor countryside who want to find
jobs in its booming cities.

The report, written by Chinese re-
searchers for the UN Development
Programme, also calls on Beijing to
spend more on education and public
facilities in the countryside, home
to 800 million people, many of them
left behind by China’s 25-year-old
boom.

It echoes appeals by other Chi-

~ nese and foreign researchers for
China to create job opportunities
for rural people by phasing out its

‘Chlna rich enough
to feed itself

Beijing: The World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) is ending food do-
nations to China, saying the
country no longer needs outside
help because of a booming econ-
omy that has lifted millions of
out poverty.

The United Nations agency
made its last food shipment to
China in April and the pro-
gramme officially ends this
month. “We’ve come to a point
where China no longer needs the
World Food Programme,” WFP
executive director James Morris
said in a statement released

-Thursday. The end of the pro-
gramme was long planned and
came after 26 years of aid ship-
ments that Morris said fed more
than 30 million of China’s poorest
people. WFP has spent US$1 bil-
lion on aid to China over the life
of the programme, Morris said.

He praised China’s focus on
ending hunger. “The world has a
lot to learn from China’s ap-
proach and commitment to the
issue of hunger and poverty,”
Morris said. A

household registration system,
known in Chinese as ‘hukou’.

The system technically bars peo-
ple from the poor countryside from
moving to cities. But millions do so
anyway, creating a “floating popula-
tion” estimated at more than 140
million migrants who have no ac-

ing people in difficulte
: ;afﬁcialxmhuaﬂews

cess to schools for their children or
other services.

The government of President Hu
Jintao has begun encouraging rural
people to seek city jobs. But the
‘hukow’ system has been siow to
change, due in part to worries that
crowded schools and other facilities
would be swamped by an influx of
newcomers.

“Unifying the labour market de-
pends fundamentally on disman-
tling the ‘hukou’ system,” the re-
port said.

Chinese leaders have promised to
make easing chronic rural poverty
a priority, with more spending on
schools and projects to improve the
productivity of farms.

this year and visited primary

) heve been exempted from paying

fées,Xuﬂma said.

i to villagers in detail the govern-

s policies to support agriculture and rural de-
nent, stressing that more intensive policies will
uiated for the building of a socialist new

1. No details were given.
’siald-off factory worker in

officials posted to the
energetically to solve the

at concern the people most and are relat-
fundamental interests,” Hu said. »»

Communist leaders are alarmed
at rising rural anger over the grow-
ing gap between China’s rich and
poor and complaints about seizures
of farmiand for the construction of
power plants and other urban proj-
ects that often produce little benefit
for local peasants. In the latest con-
frontation over land seizures, police
in a southern village opened fire on
protestors this month. The govern-
ment says three people were Kkilled,
while residents put the death toll at
up to 20.

The UN report made a special ap-
peal for migrants’ children, calling
for the creation of special schools
for them. “Discrimination faced by
these children should be eliminated

to help them integrate into society,”
the report said. The report was writ-
ten by academics from Chinese uni-
versities and official think tanks
and overseen by the government’s
China Development Research Foun-
dation.

Many of their other recommen-
dations for changes in health care
and other social policies are in line
with promised government re-
forms, though leaders have been
slow to carry them out.

The report calls for sweeping,
fundamental changes in the way
that China provides health care,
pensions and other social welfare
benefits, which now come mostly
from employers. a»



People’s fury worries
China’s Communists

Beumg s Worst Fear: Growing Soclal Unrest And Violence

Shenzhen: Increasingly violent protests in areas throughout
China over land, taxes and other disputes are forcing the gov-
ernment to strike a difficult balance, trying to maintain order
while letting the public vent frustrations to prevent a larger ex-
plosion, analysts say.

Public dissent has flourished in recent years as the commu-
nist government eases social controls and complaints over cor-
ruption, pollution and yawning gaps in income grow. In the lat-
est incident, police last week shot and killed villagers protest-
ing land seizures in Dongzhou, a coastal village northeast of
Hong Kong. The government says three people were killed,
while residents put the death toll as high as 50.

“The government now finds itself with a dilemma,” said
Murray Scot Tanner, a political scientist with the RAND Corp,
a Washington think-tank. “How to contain these sorts of things
without violence or without sending the s1gna1 that people are
free to protest is very, very difficult.”

Beijing’s biggest fear is that “the misuse of v1olence ...could
cause a small protest to turn into a huge riot,” Tanner said. The
government has spent time and money over the past decade try-
ing to refine a strategy for dealing with protests. Police have

been trained in crowd control, and Beijing has invested in tear
gas, riot gear and other nonlethal tools.
Local authorities have been warned to stay alert to griev-
ances in order to defuse potential crises.

In a February 19 speech, President Hu Jintao told provincial

leaders to “identify antagonism of all

B LOO DY Kinds at an early stage and take effec-

tive measures in a timely manner,”

'I'U Es D AY according to the official Xinhua

News Agency. “We should handle the

issues reflected by people legally and

reasonably and guide people to express their interests in a rea-

sonable way,” Hu said. “We should actively prevent and prop-

erly handle incidents on a mass scale.” A directive to police in

the 1990s emphasised caution in use of weapons and coercion,
according to Tanner.

“That puts the police in a vague situation,” he said. “It’s the
sort of directive which puts tremendous levels of discretion
and judgment on local security forces.”

Demonstrations in China can gather size and force with re-
markable speed. Crowds congregate and mild frustration can
turn into fury within minutes. Officials worry that protests
about mundane issues can quickly become anti-government ri-
ots. In June, thousands of people fought with police in an east-
ern town after a traffic dispute. They burned cars, smashed
windows at a police station and looted a market. agencies

A Chinese woman walks along with her child beneath a sign
warning against law breakers at the Dongzhou village near
Shanwei, Guangdong in southern China on Wednesday

Activists call for probe
into police shooting

Dongyong: A group of Chinese activists
and academics—including one whose son
was Kkilled in the Tiananmen Square
crackdown—-called for an inquiry into the
deadly police shooting here.

The letter, posted on a web site abroad,
also called for the government to publish a
list of those Killed in the December 6
shootings.

“We express our strongest protest and
condemnation of the Guangdong authori-
ties who created this murder case!” says
the letter, dated Sunday. Its 14 signers in-
clude Ding Zilin, a retired Beijing aca-
demic whose son was Kkilled in 1989 when
China’s military crushed the Tiananmen
Square pro-democracy protests.

The letter calls on the national govern-
ment to investigate the killings, prosecute
those responsible and compensate the in-
jured and the families of the dead. “We
hope more people will join us in signing
the letter,” Liu Xiaobo, a dissident writer
who was among the signatories, said. a
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Toxic sp1]l sparks

Concerns grow
over long term
impact

AGENCE France-Presse
Waujiazhan (China), November 25

MILLIONS OF residents in Chi-
na’s Harbin city endured their
third full day without running
water on Friday due to a toxic
chemical spill, as concerns grew
over the long-term impacts of the
disaster.

Harbin’s taps remained turned
off as an 80-kilometre slick of the
carcinogen benzene and ni-

trobenzene that was 33 times

above national safety levels
flowed slowly through the city

along the partially frozen
Songhua river.
While the government tried to

reassure Harbin’s 3.8 million ur-
ban residents that water supplies
would resume quickly and safely,
many people were still evacuat-
ing the city and engineers were
continuing to sink dozens of we-
1s. Millions of bottles of water
were also being trucked in to rep-
lenish supermarket and shop sh-
elves that had been stripped bare
at the beginning of the crisis.

The slick reached Harbin, the
industrial capital of Hei-
longjiang province in China’s far
northeast, on Thursday morning
after taking 11 days to flow 380
kilometers down the Songhua
from the spill site in neighbour-
ing Jilin province.

The spill occurred after an ex-
plosion at the PetroChina chemi-
cal factory on November 13 in
Jilin city, although the govern-
ment refused to admit until
Wednesday — 10 days later —
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1ina exodus
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Hundreds ofv:llégers have been evacuated from their homes along a riverdn northeast ﬁma after an
explosion at: a petrochemlcal plant dumped 100 tonnes of benzene and toxic chemicals in the water

WHAT IS BENZENE?

Colourtess chemical compound
derived from pefroleum with a
characteristic "sweet aromatic”
smell

Component for producing pamrts
O dyes, packaging adhesives and
compact discs

The pollunon
could reach water
collection points

in two weeks

Causes cancer in lab animals
andis classed as a human
carcinogen

TR
.", ; ,;.:* : Chongqing, Thursday
- Another explosion ata |,
| chemical plantraises |

Can cause anaemia and blood
disorders. Breathing high levels
can result in death

[
|
|
i
|
\

“HEILONGJIANG

No pians to cut off

ﬂ

o Songhua wator supplies .| fear of another benzene |
River © because underground || contamination. One
TONNER g ! Harbinm‘ Jiamus) T wate Is used person was killed i
MONGOLIA 7~ D™ O _ shled 1
/ . e

\ #@ More than 300 residents
- of Niy J)adlan village and Gou
island in Harbin were
evacuated by Thutsday

B 80km slick of contaminated |
water passing through in
Songhua river

2 reservoirs upstream

discharged huge amount of
water to dilute the toxic spill

Officials said 7,150 tonnes
of safe water have baen
stored and water supply

CHINA Population: 9.63 million

Urban population: 3.37 min
Area: 63,067 sq km
| Average temperatre: 4°C
A Famed for its long winters. |
ice & snow festival, and its
old Russian and European- |
influenced architecture [‘
|

.{ Nov 22 -Water supply cut off |

{ Nov 23 - Authorities confirm
{ contamination

™

Nov 13 Explosion from )

etrochemical plant =~ -
w ichwasonly a few
hundred metres from |
the river. Five people
were killed

i

that the river had been polluted.

Residents of villages and
towns that lie along the Songhua
between Jilin and Harbin said on
Friday that they had never been
told about the pollution and were
still eating fish from the river.

“No one has told us about it,” a
resident of Wujiazhan, a town of
about 50,000 people about 200 kilo-
metres downstream from Jilin
city; said.

The resident, a man in his ear-
ly 50s who gave his surname as
Wu, had just left the town market
after buying a handful of small
fish he said came from the

i

Songhua.

“Ts it safe to eat?” he asked af-
ter being told about the chemical
slick. “Take the fish. I don’t want
to eat them now.”

The government admitted Th-
ursday 100 tons of benzene and
nitrobenzene, about 10 tanker-
truck loads worth, spilled into the
Songhua after the blast, state me-
dia reported.

Although the government has
tried to play down the effects of
the spill, environmentalists
warned on Friday that environ-
mental and social impacts could
be severe and last for years.

could resume by sunday

Kenneth Leung, an ecotoxicol-
ogist from the University of Hong
Kong, said benzene would settle
in the river sediment and be tak-
en into the food chain by tiny fish
which scour the river bed for
food. “Benzene can bond to DNA
and cause mutation which can
lead to cancer,” Leung said.

In neighbouring Russia, fears
were also growing that the con-
taminated water would soon flow
over the border. The Kremlin said
on Friday it was taking emer-
gency steps to protect millions of
people in its Far East region from
the toxic spill.

|
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BUSH URGES CHINA REFORMS

Who cares,
- says Hu

BEIJING, Nov. 20. — US President Mr
George W Bush’s appeal to China today to
expand religious, political and social free-
dom was met by his counterpart Mr Hu
Jintao’s firm assertion that Beijing would
not ape western-style political system and
will improve human rights according to
“the actual situation.” Mr Hu also said that
China will not allow “independence” of
Taiwan while agreeing to crack down on
intellectual piracy, gradually balance trade
currently favouring Beijing and make cur-
rency reforms.

“The relationship between China and
the United States is an important relation-
ship. This trip will make it stronger,” Mr
Bush said in a brief meeting with the press
together with Chinese President Mr Hu
Jintao after their official talks. Describing
China as an important trade partner of the
USA, Mr Bush said the two countries share
many common opportunities and chal-
lenges in the 21st century. On the Korean
Peninsula nuclear issue, Mr Bush said both
the USA and China seek a Korean Pen-
insula free of nuclear weapons.

“China will continue to build up democ-
racy with its own characteristics and
improve its people’s human rights based on
the actual situation and the aspirations of
the people,” Mr Hu said after a 90-minute
meeting with Bush at the Great Hall of the
People in Tiananmen Square.

Mr Bush, who earlier kicked off his third
visit to China by attending a solemn service
at Gangwashi Church, one of five officially
recognised Protestant churches here, used
the opportunity to call for more religious
freedom in the Communist nation. Mr Hu,
also general secretary of the ruling CPC,
noted China’s democracy and human
rights cause have made “remarkable
achievements” since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, especially
after the launching of the reform and
opening-up drive.

Mr Hu told Mr Bush that China’s path of
peaceful development is “an inevitable
choice” based on its national conditions, its
historical and cultural traditions and the
current development trend in today’s
world. On the vexed Taiwan issue, Mr Hu
said he told Mr Bush that Beijing was com-
mitted to achieving peaceful reunification

THE STATESMAN

of the mainland with Taiwan but would not
tolerate “Thiwan independence.” “I reaf-
firmed to President Bush that the Chinese
government and Chinese people are com-
mitted to peace and stability in the Taiwan
Straits,” Mr Hu said, adding that Beijing
will by no means tolerate “Taiwan indepen-
dence.” “To oppose and check so-called
Taiwan independence and safeguard peace
and stability in the Taiwan Straits serves the
common interests of China and the USA,”
Mr Hu said. During their talks, Mr Hu
and Mr Bush agreed to expand bilateral
trade and economic cooperation, believ-
ing it serves the common interests of the
two countries and peoples.

Going to church

US President Mr Bush today kicked off
his high-profile visit to China by attending
a church service here, signalling that
Washington is resolved to push for greater
religious freedom in the Communist
nation. In the church’s guest book, Mr
Bush, now on his third visit to China,
wrote “May God bless the Christians of
China.” (With agency inputs)

PEDDLING FRIENDSHIP: Mr Bush joins Chinese
cyclists for a ride at the Laoshan Olympic course
in Beijing on Sunday. — AFP ~ *
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China will adopt its own path
to democracy, Hu tells Bush . -

Washington, Beijing sign agreement on prevention of illegal nuclear trade

\‘
\, l

BENWING: Chinese President Hu
Jintao said here on Sunday that
it is in the common interest of
both China and the United
States to oppose and check se-
cessionist activities of the “Tai-
wan independence” forces and
safeguard peace and stability
across the Taiwan Straits.

Mr. Hu was speaking to re-
porters after his talks with the
visiting U.S. President George
W. Bush.

One-China policy

The U.S. side has reiterated,
on many occasions, that it will
stick to the one-China policy,
abide by the three Sino-U.S.
joint communiqués and oppose
“Taiwan independence”, Mr. Hu
said. “The Chinese side highly
appreciates this.”

Reacting to Mr. Bush’s appeal
to China to expand religious, po-
litical and social freedom, Mr.
Hu said, “China will continue to
build up democracy with its own
characteristics and improve its
people’s human rights based on
the actual situation and the aspi-
rations of the people”. On Sat-
urday, China inked an
agreement with the U.S. to pre- '
vent illegal trafficking of nuclear {
and other radioactive material. !

Representatives of China and
the Ux_)s_ signed the MoU here. — HAND OF FRIENDSHIP: United States President George Bush (left), and his Chinese counterpart Hu Jintao after they

Xinhua, PTI made a joint statement in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Sunday. - PHOTO: AP
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China shifts focus to rural areas

New Five-Year Plan Aims To Tackle Explosive gic -Poor Ga

Beijing: China’s communist leaders have issued an eco-
nomic plan that calls for developing the impoverished
countryside in an effort to narrow the growing and polit-
ically explosive gap between rich and poor, state media
said on Wednesday.

|
TARGETTING CHANGE

The five-year plan was approved at an annual leadership
meeting that ended last week but wasn’t released to the
public until this week. It pledges to maintain “fast and sta-
ble growth” and to carry out more reforms of China’s
banks and financial industries and development of oil and
gas resources to meet surging energy needs, the govern-
ment’s Xinhua News Agency and other media reported.

But the plan’s focus is rural development, reflecting of-
ficial alarm at the yawning gap in incomes between east-
ern cities that have boomed during China’s 25-year-old

economic reforms and th(g’ poor countryside, h}r}ne to-800
million people. Enduring rural poverty and anger at cor-
ruption, heavy taxes and the seizure of farmland by offi-
cials for development in areas where some families get by
on only a few hundred dollars a year has sparked protests
and sometimes violent clashes in areas throughout China.

The plan “stresses the need to accelerate rural reform
in a bid to narrow the yawning gap between the rural and
urban areas and promote social harmony,” Xinhua said.

The plan, which takes effect next year, promises to over-
haul the rural tax system, to invest more in agriculture
and to experiment with new methods of letting farmers
control their land, the reports said.

Reports issued immediately after the Communist Party
meeting, known as a plenum, ended last week said Presi-
dent Hu Jintao and other leaders pledged to promote “so-
cial fairness” and to work toward closing gaps in income.

Capitalist-style economic reforms have undercut the
importance of such communist-style plans, but they are
still closely watched as indicators of the ruling party’s
priorities. The plan echoes long-term party objectives put
in place even before Hu became president in 2003. The par-
ty says it plans to focus over the coming decade on spread-
ing prosperity to the rural poor, the working class and oth-
ers left behind by China’s economic boom.

In a report in September, a government think tank said
half of all income in China goes to the top one-fifth of the
population, while the bottom one-fifth receives just 4.7%.

The government said last week that the economy grew
by 9.4% in the first nine months of this year, and forecast
growth for the full year at 9.2%. ap



Space success sends

Chin

(‘,\)/ \ \ "
Beijing, Oct. 17 (ReuteTs):
China’s second manned space-
craft returned today after or-
biting the Earth for five days
as patriotic fervour gripped
the nation and the media
hailed the mission as a symbol
of the country’s technological
prowess.
Astronauts Fei Junlong,
40, and Nie Haisheng, 41, were
flown to Beijing where they
were given a hero’s welcome
after their Shenzhou VI space
capsule touched down in the
remote steppes of the north-
ern Chinese region of Inner
Mongolia.
The two astronauts were in
good health after orbiting the
Earth 76 times covering 3.25

Iy
million km. State media
hailed the mission as a break-
through marking China’s
emergence as a major techno-
logical power.

Soon after the craft
touched down at 2033 GMT,
barely 1 km from its target, ju-
bilant residents in Fei’s and
Nie’s home towns set off fire-
crackers and performed tradi-
tional dragon and lion dances,
banging gongs and drums.
“The motherland is so great!”
the official Xinhua news
agency quoted Fei’s father as
saying. Fei's mother wept on
learning of his safe return.

State television showed the
astronauts emerging unaided,
pausing atop the charred re-

SpIrits soaring

entry craft to wave to the re-
covery team, cameramen and
photographers.

Tang Xianming, director of
the Manned Space Engineer-
ing Office, said that China
would aim for a spacewalk by
2007 and consider putting a
woman in space in the near fu-
ture.

A patriotic propaganda
campaign, in full swing even
before the spacecraft landed,
went into overdrive.
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BEIJING: Chinese President Hu Jintao
has urged to continue the urbanisation
process with Chinese characteristics
in a healthy and orderly way.

Mr. Hu, also General Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC), made
the remarks presiding over the 25th
group study of the CPC Central Com-
mittee Political Bureau.

Mr. Hu called for the adherence to
the principles of gradualism, land con-
servation, intensive development and
rational project distribution so as to
form the new structure of urban devel-
opment on the basis of energy saving,
environmentalism, economic efficien-
cy and social harmony.

Urbanisation is the ultimate trend
for economic and social development
and an important symbol for industri-
alisation and modernisation, he said.

China is at the crucial stage of the
urbanisation process, so it’s of great
importance to continue the coordinat-
ed development of large and medium-
sized cities and small cities and gradu-
ally lift the level, he said. — Xinhua

Hu Jintao advocates an -
orderly urbanisation .-, *

Chinese President lays stress on land conservatnon and social harmo\y

DEVELOPMENT GOALS: China’s President Hu Jintao (centre),
Premier Wen Jiabao (left) and Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress Wu Bangguo at the
National Day Reception at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing
on Friday. ~ PHOTO: REUTERS



China plots grasgroots

V‘democr

BEIJING, Sept. 26. — China’s
Communist Party, which is

plotting “democracy with
Chinese characteristics”, has
made public participation and
election mandatory for the
selection of party secretaries
of village committees nation-
wide. Election of the secretary
of a village committee of the
Communist Party of China
(CPC) will no longer be an
“internal affair” of the party
as non-party people have been
allowed to attend CPC’s grass-
roots election.

For example, in Shandong
province of east China, 81,271
out of 81,988 village commit-
tees of the CPC have complet-
ed secretary re-election.

According to an official
from the Organisation De-
partment of the Shandong
Provincial CPC Committee,
91.9 per cent of newly-elected
secretaries were recommend-
ed by non-party people. The
official said that one-fifth of
the secretaries of the CPC vil-
lage committees in the
province were changed during
this year’s re-election, after
the non-Party people were
allowed to participate in the
election.

In past decades, secretaries
of all levels of CPC committees
were elected merely by Party
members and they were the
top leaders of their administra-
tive regions, the official
Xinhua news agency reported.
But normally in one village,
there were only dozens of Party

THE Si

YA

put

' The Communist Party
has made e!ection
mandatcry-tor the

village committees

members out of over 10,000
non-Party people, it noted.

In recent years, the head of
village affairs committee,
elected by the masses, often
challenged the secretary of
CPC’s village committee,
elected by a few of Party mem-
bers, said Mr Wang Shaoxing,
professor with the Shandong
University.

“Therefore, allowing non-
Party people to participate in
CPC’s grassroots election will
consolidate CPC’s ruling
foundation,” said Mr Ding
Junping, head of the public
administrative college under
Wuhan University.

According to a source from
the Organisation Department
of the Shandong Provincial
CPC Committee, 5,384 village
committees of CPC have intro-
duced direct election in 2005.
Candidates must be recom-
mended by villagers and they
need to deliver public speeches
to promote themselves.

ATESMAN
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rights for
repression

Qﬂ\

BEIJING, Sept. 26. — China has
issued new guidelines to regulate
the content in the country’s boom-
ing Online news services, threaten-
ing severe punishments and even
shutdown if they violated the code
of conduct.

Online news sites that publish
stories containing fabricated infor-
mation, pornography or violence
will face “severe punishment” or
even a shutdown under a revised
regulation, the official media
reported today.

The new regulation on online
news services was jointly issued yes-
terday by the State Council
Information Office and the
Ministry of Information Industry,
the media reported.

“We need to better regulate the
online news services with the emer-
gence of so many unhealthy news
stories that will easily mislead the
public,” a spokesman with the
information office said.

Services that provide online news
stories, that have bulletin board sys-
tems (BBS) or have the function of
sending short messages containing
news contents to individual mobile
phones are all subject to the regula-
tion, News sites set up by news
organisations but publishing not just
their own stories, and sites by other
organisations featuring news stories
must get approval from the State
Council Information Office.

e
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Elite police units formed

China heat
on prote fs

JANE MACARTNEY "’

Beijing, Aug. 20: China has
established elite police squads
equipped with armoured vehi-
cles and helicopters under or-
ders to quell riots in a country
where a protest erupts every
seven minutes.

The squads are to be sta-
tioned in 36 cities, but the
largest deployments are in
Beijing and Shanghai as the
Communist Party asserts its
hold on power and gears up for
the 2008 Olympic Games.

The latest team was inau-
gurated this week in the city of
Zhengzhou, in central Henan
province, China’s most heavi-
ly populated, with more than a
hundred million people. More
people sue the government in
Henan than in any other re-
gion.

People are becoming bold-
er in voicing their grievances
in a society in which economic
liberalisation has created a
yawning gap between urban
rich and rural poor, and under
an authoritarian system that
offers numerous opportuni-
ties for officials to get rich
through corruption.

Officials said that the
squads of 600 men had under-
gone training to battle terror-
ism, crush riots and respond
to other emergencies. The

men e hte of the pohce
force, have acquired skills
such as survival techniques
and fighting in hostile envi-
ronments.

In recent years, popular
protests have surged in China
over disputes ranging from
land rights to pensions.

Several disturbances have
turned violent when local gov-
ernments have ordered in po-
lice or armed men. Zhou
Yongkang, the public security
Minister, said recently that the
number of mass protests
across China soared to more
than 74,000 last year, with 3.76
million people taking part, up
from 10,000 incidents a decade
ago.

The authorities are partic-
ularly keen to avoid trouble
during the games, a showpiece
that is seen as a coming-out
party for an emerging super-
power. In the 1990s, sporadic
bombings in the capital were
blamed on members of the
Muslim Uighur minority from
the far western Xinjiang re-
gion that borders the Central
Asian states of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.

Several violent riots have
broken out in Xinjiang among
Uighurs demanding an inde-
pendent state of East
Turkestan.

THE TIMES, LONDON
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China races to expand

=N-power capacity

g;?shan: The shadows of Chernobyl and
Three Mile Island no longer reach the pine-
crested hillsides of Hangzhou Bay, where Chi-
na is rushing to expand a nuclear power sta-
tion to meet a soaring demand for electricity
for its economic boom.

Driven by crushing fuel shortages, smog
and ambitions to profit from its hard-won nu-
clear prowess, Beijing has embarked on a
quest to more than double its nuclear power
generating capacity by 2020. The push for
more N-power means opportunities for US,
French and Russian technology suppliers
that are competing for up to US$8 billion in
contracts for two new N-power plants—the
biggest deals in years for the industry.

French nuclear group Areva; Westing-
house Electric Co, the US unit of British Nu-
clear Fuels PLC; and Russia’s AtomStroyEx-
port are awaiting a Chinese decision on bids
for the facilities. a»
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Chlna s new exchange
1 rate system ' N

he long anticipated revaluation of the yuan might
have been below market expectations but there is
no doubt at all that the announcement by the
People’s Bank of China has major significance that
extends beyond China and its principal trading partners.
| The yuan had been pegged at 8.28 to the dollar since 1995
5 and the new rate at 8.11 represents a 2.1 per cent revaluation.
| After abandoning the decade-old dollar peg and replacing it
\ {with a trade-weighted basket of currencies, the new ex-
-\l change rate system is similar, although not identical, to the
\ ‘managed float’ system followed with great success in India.
The yuan will be aliowed to float in a narrow range of 0.3 pel;\
cent up or down from its previous closing. The new system
gives greater flexibility to the Chinese monetary authorities.
It will be watched closely by central banks and currency
traders round the world, not only for its mechanics but also
to decipher the yuan’s movements over the short term. The
expectation is that, having moved away from a fixed ex-
change rate mode, the Chinese central bank might loosen up
further in the days to come. Much of the debate has tended
to look at the issues from the perspective of the country’s
trading partners. Beyond the compulsions of trade, the do-
mestic macroeconomic situation also played a major part in
the decision.

The fixed exchange rate regime served China well for most
of the last decade. It was one of the pillars of a highly
successful export-led growth strategy that made the country
the world’s factory. The yuan emerged unscathed during the
Asian crisis of 1998 by remaining pegged to the dollar.
Speculative forces that spread uncontrollably wreaked ha-
voc on many other Asian currencies and economies. While
the Chinese experience had been favourable and emulated
with success by Malaysia under Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohammad, the time for re-examining the exchange rate
system had come. Much has been said of the pressures
emanating from the United States and other developed
countries that are China’s principal trading partners. An
artificially low yuan-dollar rate privileged the country’s ex-
porters. Indeed protectionist sentiment has been gaining
ground recently, with America reimposing quotas on Chi-
nese textiles. It was not just the fear of an external backlash
but also the realisation that an exchange rate correction
would assist macro-economic consolidation that helped the
shift to a flexible system. The dollar peg virtually compelled
China to follow the easy monetary stance of the American
Federal Reserve while the recipe for its red-hot economy
was monetary tightening and higher interest rates. The
country’s current account surplus, which stood at 4.2 per
cent of GDP in 2004, was becoming embarrassingly large. It
remains to be seen what impact the recent revaluation of its
currency will have on the external trade profile of the
world’s fastest growing economy.



AST THURSDAY’s an-
nouncement by the
People’s Bank of China
of a 2.1 per cent reval-

uation of the yuan, also known
as the renminbi (RMB) might
have fallen short of market ex-
pectations as many economists
had been forecasting a reval-
uation of 10 per cent or even
more. Yet the fact that Chinais
finally revaluing its currency af-
ter resisting pressures from the
U.S. and others is by itself big
news.

Even more significant is the
accompanying announcement
that China is substituting the
dollar linkage with one based
on a basket of trade-weighted
currencies of its trading part-
ners. Although the American
dollar is certain to have a large
weight in the basket, it is clear
that the days of the fixed dollar
peg are over. The yuan will be

_ FINANCIAL SCENE.

allowed to float within a narrow
band of plus or minus 0.3 per
cent around the currency parity
calculated by the central bank
on the basis of the previous
day’s closing rates.
All these by no means indi-
cate a downgrading by China of
the American currency. News-
paper headlines proclaiming the
abandonment of the dollar peg
may be technically correct but
are misleading: the U.S. dollar’s
influence over Chinese (or for
that matter Indian on any other
country’s) exchange rate man-
agement strategy will continue
to be strong. The U.S. economy
may be saddled with the twin
burden of trade and fiscal def-
icits. Its currency may come un-
der pressure from time to time
but there is no way any central
bank can avoid using the doliar
as areference currency.

U.S. pressures

In fact the U.S. deficits have
considerable relevance for the
Chinese currency revaluation.
China has been running a huge
trade surplus with the U.S. and
Europe. Its current account sur-
plus as a proportion of its GDP

! was as high as 4.2 per cent in

2004, most of it arising out of its
strong export performance. Be-
ing pegged to the dollar at 8.28
for a decade since 1995, the yuan
was kept at a low level. Chinese
exporters therefore have had a
huge advantage. As the trade bal-
ance with the U.S. and Europe
moved relentlessly in favour of
China, protectionist fears in the
developed world were stoked.
The Chinese economy has
grown robustly on the back of an
exportled manufacturing strate-
gy. That made China the factory
to the world. Invariably that
meant job losses in the U.S. and
the West as many companies set
up facilities in China for export-
ing the manufactured products
back or to cther countries. So

DESPITE THE
REVALUATION, THE
DOLLAR'S INFLUENCE
OVER CHINESE
EXCHANGE RATE
MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY WILL
REMAIN STRONG.

strong have been those fears,
that lawmakers in the U.S. have
actually reimposed quotas on
imports of Chinese textiles. The
other reason why the U.S, def-
icits are relevant is this: in the
process of defending the peg that
keeps its currency low, the Chi-
nese central bank was mopping
up huge amounts of dollars (ex-
port remittances primarily, but
also “hot money” flows betting
on a stronger yuan in the near
future). Surging forex reserves
were an inevitable outcome. By
last count, China had $650 bil-
lion in reserves, (India has $135
billion). The major outlet for
that kind money has been the
U.S. treasury and bond markets.

China is not the only country
to finance U.S. budgetary deficits
but is certainly among the big-
gest. As often pointed out in In-
dia, investments by the Chinese
and other central banks in U.S.
government paper fetch low
yields. Incidentally, with the

China’s latest demsmn
signals flexibility =,

Close to Indian model of exchange rate manaqemen

mark up of the yuan there will be
a notional loss on the holding of
its dollar reserves. However the
yuan revaluation will not
change, at least for now, the
seemingly irrational act of Asian
central banks of continuing to
invest in the U.S. Over the past
two to three years, as the U.S.
dollar lost ground against the
euro and other major currencies,
there were expectations that
central banks will shift their in-
vestments to other currencies.
But for a variety of reasons this
has not happened, a possible
clue to the shape of things to
come post yuan revaluation.

Chinese exports may gain

There is also a strong likeli-
hood that the relentless Chinese
export drive will not slow down.
This is because manufactured
exports have a strong import
component, of almost 40 per
cent by some estimates. A cos-
tlier yuan translates into a lower
import bill for the exporters who
thus get a cushion. However the
protectionist lobbies in the West
may be mollified by the act of
revaluing the Chinese currency,
even if that does not iranslate
into a significant commercial
advantage.

In fact speculation is rife
among analysts as to whether
more currency alignments will
take place in the near future. The
logic here is that having moved
away from a ten year old peg — a
major decision — supplemental
changes will become routine,
Whether that happens or not,
there is no doubt that the Chi-
nese authorities get the much
needed flexibility in managing
the external value of their
currency.

One last point that should not
be missed. All the talk of moving
towards a more flexible ex-
change rate regime should not
obscure the fact that China has
not loosened its controls over
capital. Like the rupee, the yuan,
despite its recent strengths, is
not fully convertible. In fact,
with the latest developments,
the Chinese authorities have
moved closer to the exchange
rate management model devel-
oped by the Reserve Bank of
India.

C.R.L.NARASIMHAN



fhina to work for

progress in talks °~"
The fourth rounxf/\sz(-party dialogue

to begin in Beijing on Tuesday

BEIJING: China will work closely
with the other parties and try to
make the upcoming new round
of six-party talks proceed
smoothly and achieve substan-
tive progress, a Foreign Minis-
try spokesman said here on
Thursday.

Spokesman Kong Quan told

Xinhua that as a member of the
six-party talks and the host na-
tion, China will take a “serious
and responsible attitude” and
work closely with the other par-
ties in the talks on the nuclear
issue of the Korean Peninsula.

Common aspiration

“We hope the new round of
talks would proceed smoothly
and achieve progress, and thisis
also the common aspiration of
all parties concerned and the
international community,” Mr.
Kong said.

The fourth round of talks will
begin in Beijing next Tuesday,
involving China, the Democrat-
ic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK), the United States,
Russia, the Republic of Korea
(ROK) and Japan. According to
Mr. Kong, the head of the Chi-
nese delegation will be Chinese
Vice-Foreign Minister Wu Da-
wei, and the head of the DPRK
delegation is Vice-Foreign Min-

22 JuL 7%

ister Kim Kye-gwan. The ROK
delegation will be headed by
Deputy Foreign Minister Song
Min-soon, the U.S. delegation
by Assistant Secretary of State
Christopher Hill, the Russian
delegation by Deputy Foreign
Minister Alexander Alexeyev,
and the Japanese delegation by
Sasae Kenichiro, director gen-
eral of the Asia and Oceanian
Affairs Bureau of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry.

The six parties held three
rounds of talks in Beijing more
than one year ago, but no sub-
stantive progress was made.
The new round of talks will be-
gin at 9:00 am. local time on
Tuesday at the Diaoyutai State
Guesthouse, the venue for the
previous three rounds, said Mr.
Kong.

As for how long the new
round of talks will last, Mr.
Kong said it will depend on how
the talks proceed, and China
will “respect the will of all rele-
vant sides.”

The specific agenda of the
talks is still under discussion, he
added. As for whether the six
parties could reach agreement
on a certain form of written
document, the spokesman said,
it will be decided after the talks
begin. — Xinhua

~

| W L)
ety ot




"wiIsfjesipel ISI0ep
Jo uouseq ® OJUl ‘posiu
-I9189M pue snoiadsoid
IS0W §BUTY)) ‘A0 oY) mIm)
0] Poln} Jey} JONIWWO))
Areuonnjoady reydueysg
e dn jos Suep, pue Sueyz

‘seapt isiendes Aq
pa1dnuios Suraq Jo sadreyd
U0  SUOISSAS  WISIONLID
SSEW 03 S[BIOJIO JUSWUID
-A08 padgeip Aoy] ‘syooq
uSra10} pue sjoeplIe snoid
-1ja1 ‘sonbpue pakonssp
,Eovtoa pue SjuopmIs jo
s8ued ‘spieno cu 11Jo]

e :

peap ino4 Jo fiuey s euryg jo Jaquapy

BI[0 DY ], * SIUBUWAL SI09F
-Inoq,, Jo BUWY) IsuBdPO
01 UouNOAYY [elInijn)
) payoune] OBJN
uaym ‘9961 £q reySueys
Jo K1e101008 Kaeg
JSWNWWOY 0} Udsl pey
dueyyz ‘1161 ul ulog
*S3INF1Y 2ANISUSS AJje0
-n1jod jo Suissed sy 110dax
0} S$¥20m SoNB} USYO U
-UIDA08  ISIUNWWOd 9y
nq ‘yreap s gueyyz Jumouno
-uue ur AB[Op I 10§ UON
-eueldxs ou sem orxoyy
"SIOAIAINS JO S[IR13p

.L.

9AI8 10 Yieop Sy jo swiy
9y} 1€ FUulAl] Sem Oy d1aym
Aes 1,upip 3] ‘pres enyury
‘udy 1z uo parp Sueyz
"uaY} 0UIS SNILIS SIY U0
PIOM [EIJO Ou ud3q sy
2I9Y} pUB 966 Ul PIsea|dl
Sem URNAUIM OBX "7661 Ul
palp ‘uomuol] Juep, “Joq
-waw Sued royjouy ‘apio
-ins e Ajpayiodar ‘Ajanden
ur [661 Ui parp Suerr
-oro1ed Jeorpow
uo g6l Ul PIseI[al sem oy
pres AusSy smaN Bnyury
ayJ, ‘uosud ut o311 01 painw

-wod 191e] sem Aeuad siy
nQ 1861 Ul Yjeap 03 paoua)
-uas yjoq a1om Fuelp puw
Sueyz -6/6] ur suuojor
onouods s urdoery Busaq
Jo uondope 03 Suipesy
‘I9pI10  PaIOISal  SIapRI)
MIN "UOTIN[OASY [eIny[n))
oyl Jo pus o) poyIew
9L61 Ul U1B3p S ORI Iaye
JIUOWE 2UO JSI1IE JIDY],
"UOHIN[0AJI JUAU

-euwiad o8em 01 fed sovpy

Suwmorjoy sjdood jo spues
-noy) voSooEom Aoy yey
sadreyo uo ﬂwi u s[ern

MOYs Fuimo[jo] SISYI0 OM)
pue ‘Suopaz oBA JO MOPIM
ayy ‘Buid) Sueyr yum Suope
mocomcm:: sem Sueyz
88 Sem S "Aepo) pies
JUSWUISA0S Yy} ‘JddUed
JO IuowW Jse| PIIp ‘UonNj
~0ASY [eInIMN) 9/-9961
SBUIYD) JO 9OUSJOIA ISIOM
oYy 10} powelq Inoj jo
Suen snowejur ay} Jo 13q
-wsw ® ow&:z:Q Sueyz

— 01 KeN ‘ONIf19€

,meo&

v

THE STATESMAN



China for talks
with Taiwan oppn

Beijing: In a significant move to ease cross-
straits tensions, China has invited a senior Tai-
wanese opposition leader to visit the mainland
later this month for the first high-level political
exchange between the two sides since 1949.

Lien Chan, chairman of the Kuomintang Party
of Taiwan, will hold a historic meeting with Hu
Jintao, Chi-
nese President
and general
g secretary  of
4 the ruling
Communist
Party of China
(CPC), on
April 29.

The sched-

-4 ule was jointly

A snmw. I i s decided by the

Lien Chan (right) and Lin Taiwan work

Feng Cheng office of cen-

tral committee

of the CPC and the relevant department of the

Kuomintang Party here. On April 18, Chen Yun-

lin, director of the Taiwan work office of the

CPC’s central committee, held talks with secre-

tary-general of the Kuomintang Party Lin Feng-
Cheng to finalise details of Lien’s trip.

Apart from Beijing, Lien will also visit other
mainland cities like Nanjing, Xian and Shanghai
from April 26 to May 3. Kuomintang is the main
opposition party of Taiwan.

Lien’s meeting with Hu will mark the first
high-level contact in almost 56 years between the
two parties since the defeated nationalist govern-
ment retreated to Taiwan after a bitter civil war
and the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949.

It follows a recent ice-breaking trip to Beijing
by the party’s vice chairman Chiang Pin-Kung,
during which he met with Jia Qinglin, the fourth- |

)

ranked leader in the CPC’s hierarchy. agencies

21 der 2005 THE TiMES OF INDIA
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Chma Talwan ‘to egd’ tens ons

 China Daily/ANN

BEIJING, April 28, —
The Communist Party of
China (CPC) and Taiwan’s
Opposition Kuomintang
Party, whose leader Mr
Lien Chan arrived in
Beijing today in . histosi
cal visit, are reportediy
end decades of hostilities
at a meeting between their
leaders tomorrow.

After his arrival here,
Mr Lien (69) toid repor-

ters: “Itis akt\toncal mis-

sion for all of us to shoul-
der and represents the
irresistible trend of public
opinions to build a peace-
ful and win-win future
through reconciliation and

dialogue.”
He added: *1 myself and
il defegation will

oavhunge views with Mr
Hu Jintao (the Chinese
President) and other lead-
ers on major issues con-
cerning peace and eco-
nomic, trade and cultural

1 ——

exchanges ac 05s the
Straits,” he said.

The KMT ruled all of
China until it was ousted
from power by the CPC
led by Mao Zedong and
fled across the Taiwan
Strait after the 1945-49
civil war,

According to reports,
Mr Lien and Mr Hu may
jointly announce a formal
end to decades of animos-
ity after their landmark
meeting, quoting Chinesc
political analysts.

o



~Zhao kin take on p

BEDJING, jan. 25. — The fami-
ly of Zhao Ziyang is locked in a
row with the Chinese govern-
ment over how to bury the for-
mer Communist Party chief.
The family is demanding a
state burial and recognition of
his achievements, but the men
responsible for his incarcera-
tion have shown little enthusi-
asm for lining up at his grave.
Official media has made no
mention of Zhao except for a
four-sentence death notice
more than a week ago. He lost
power in 1989 after sympathis-

2 6 JAN 2003
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ing with pro-democracy pro-
testers on Tiananmen Square.
Chinese troops killed hundreds
in crushing the demonstrations.

A state funeral would entail
flying the Chinese flag at half-
mast on the square and such a
move would come close to an

THE STATESMAN

Vel
arty bosses

Admission of past mistakes by
the leadership.

Foreign and Chinese obser-
vers had expected Beijing to
have arranged a burial plan to
avoid the possibility of protests.
Zhao had been unwell for years
and was in hospital for a month
before his death. “It’s amazing
they hadn’t worked this out,”
one observer said. “They knew it
was coming and that it had the
potential to embarrass them.”

Beijing’s strategy of down-
playing Zhao’s death appears to
have backfired. Denying him all
recognition has offended mod-
erates in the party without tam-
ing pro-democracy activists.




~Zhao Ziyang dead

BEUING, JAN. 17. The former
Chinese Communist Party
chief, Zhao Ziyang, died of
illness in a local hospital
here today, the state media
reported. He was 85.

“Comrade Zhao had long
suffered from multiple dis-
eases affecting his respirato-
ry and  cardiovascular
systems, and had been hos-
pitalised for medical treat-
ment for several times,” the
official Xinhua news agency
reported.

Zhao’s condition wors-
ened recently, and he passed
away today after failing to re-
spond to all emergency
treatment, the agency said.

Zhao had been placed un-
der house arrest for oppos-
ing the Chinese army
crackdown on pro-democra-
cy protests in Tiananmen
Square here in 1989. He had
been confined to his cour-

+ tyard home here in the Chi-

nese capital for over 15
years.

Zhao was last seen in pub-
lic on May 19, 1989, when he
tearfully pleaded with the

¥

v, ‘ihao Ziyang

student protesters to leaw:
Tiananmen Square, close t
the Chinese parliamen
building. The then Chines:
Government declared mar
tial law the next day.

The Chinese Government
yesterday said that the phys-
ical health of Zhao had be-
come “stable” after
treatment. — PTI

THE Hinpy
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' Zhao threatens Communist |

=" bosses even in death #

SOCIATED PRESS

BELJING, Jan. 22. — Au-
thorities are recording
the names of anyone vis-
iting a makeshift memo-
rial at the Beijing home of
ousted Communist Party
leader Zhao Ziyang, who
died this week, a relative
said today.

“Even more road blocks
and police,” said a cell
phone text message from
a family member who re-
quested anonymity.
“People are led into a
small coffee shop to have
their names recorded be-
fore they are let in.” Zhao
(85) lived under house ar-
rest for 15 years after be-
ing purged for expressing
support for pro-democra-

THE STATESMAN

.mourners

Zhao Zivang

¢y demonstrators who oc-
cupied Tiananmen
Square in May 1989,
shortly before Chinese
troops killed hundreds,
mayhe thousands, of the
protesters.
In the past week,
have been
trickling into a Beijing al-

ley to pay respectsnﬁthe

villa where Zhao spent

his last vears.

Until today.
had been Iinconsistent.
Officials  turned some
away without giving rea-
sons. Others were let
through without ques-
tioning.

Zhao’s family said earli-
er this week that a memo-
rial service at Babaoshan
Cemetery the
burial site for China's

security

main |

revolutionary heroes —

was being planned.

“No date has been set,”
Zhao’s son-in-law Mr
Wang Zhihua said today.
“We are still going over
some important details
with the governme
didn’t elaborate.
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“China relegts W1]l allow funeral for Zhao

The New York Times C '

Beijing, January 21

THE CHINESE authorities will
hold a low-key funeral service
for Zhao Ziyang, the purged
Communist Party chief, and
have given permission for his
burial in a cemetery reserved for
senior party officials, a govern-
ment spokesman and members
of his family said on Thursday.
The decision signals a soften-
ing of the government’s posi-
tion on how to handle Zhao's
death. Top officials previously
banned nearly all news cover-
age and denied Zhao the usual
honours accorded to senior

Candles and flowers are laid in front of a portrait of late Chinese
Premier Zhao Ziyang at Hong Kong'’s Victoria Park on Friday.

leaders when they die.
It remains unclear whether
the party will present a eulogy

at the funeral, as is customary.
Zhao, who died on Monday
aged 85, lost power in 1989 after

he opposed the use of force
against democracy protesters
in Tiananmen Square and spen
nearly 16 years under house ar
rest. The authorities haw
scaled back the police presence
at Zhao’s house in central Bei-
jing, allowing more mourners
to visit the memorial shrine
that his family set up there.

The moves suggest that Vice
President Zeng Qinghong, who
was appointed by President Hu
Jintao to handle the funeral
arrangements, is seeking to di-
lute criticism that the party has
diminished Zhao at a time when
it should be recognising his con-
tributions.



Keeping alive minority

cultures

WOk

Yunan province is a showpiece of China’s efforts
to promote the cultures of its ethnic minorities.

Nirupama Subramanian

.
O Q)

N A world in which multiculturalism

and pluralism are bywords for every
progressive society, China is actively
seeking to dispel the notion that the
Government has over the years forced
minority ethnic groups to assimilate
with the country’s Han majority. The
Government has turned Yunan, a prov-
ince in south-western China that shares
borders with Laos, Vietnam, and Myan-
mar, into a showpiece of its efforts at
promoting minority cultures. The prov-
ince boasts of 25 ethnic minority groups
who form one-third of its 44.15 million
population.

No other city showcases the varied
ethnic heritage of the province better
than Li Jiang, where 60 per cent of the
1.12 million people are minorities. The
city has two ethnic minority counties,
and the sights and sounds of the 22
groups that live here are everywhere —
in the language, the music, the architec-
ture and in the clothes.

Yang Yiben, the vice-mayor, is a wom-
an from the Naxi who number about
280,000 and are the city’s biggest minor-
ity ethnic group. The Naxi, who claim
greater antiquity than the Han, have a
pictographic language that Ms. Yang
said was the world’s only such living
language. “We are trying to promote the
Naxi language, to make different gener-
ations in the family speak and interact in
it,” she said in a meeting with a team of
South Asian journalists touring the city
on invitation from the Chinese
Government.

Back in 2000, a local government sur-
vey found that about 30 per cent of Naxi
primary students could speak the lan-
guage and 50 per cent could understand
it. After representations by local offi-
cials, the central government approved a
regulation to make it compulsory for
schools to teach Naxi students in the
language. Beijing also finances a re-
search institute in Li Jiang that studies
the pictographs and has translated Naxi
religious texts, using the services of
Dongpas or Naxi shamans to interpret
the ancient pictographs.

Ms. Yang is now engaged in a cam-
paign to preserve the Naxi dress, a white
skirt with pintuck pleats and a white
satin blouse with an embroidered cap for
women, and baggy white trousers and
shirt with a turban for men. “As a gov-
ernment official, I am taking the lead in
this regard and wear my traditional
dress on many occasions,” she said.

Tourists from all over China — and
abroad — come to Li Jiang just to experi-
ence the uniqueness of the place. Unlike
Beijing or Shanghai, the city is not a
concrete jungle and revels in its own

style of architecture. Everyday, a num-
ber of spectacular cultural programmes
are put up, showcasing the music and
dance of the Naxi, the Dai, the Bai, the Yi,
the Moso, among others.

Ms. Yang counts herself as a good ex-
ample of the non-discriminatory atti-
tude of the Chinese Government
towards minorities. She went to the
prestigious Peking University and
among several other jobs she held before
she became the vice-mayor, one was as
head of the Li Jiang Municipal Library
and another as head of its Cultural Bu-
reau. “I don’t think in my experience I
have faced any discrimination. Over the
past five decades, the ethnic groups have
reached the realisation that they can be-
come more prosperous and enjoy devel-
opment along with the rest of the
country only under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China,” she said.

She said the people in Li Jiang had
benefited greatly from the Govern-
ment’s “preferential policies” for ethnic
minorities. Students from these groups
need to have 20 points fewer than non-
minority students to gain admission to
colleges, Over 100 Naxi hold doctorates;
as many as 500 hold senior teaching po-
sitions in universities; and 22 are presi-
dents of universities across China. Naxis
also get bank loans at preferential in-
terest rates. “The financial input from
the central government is higher in non-
minority areas,” she said, ticking off as-
sistance for road, rail, and other infras-
tructure projects.

But she admitted that keeping the mi-
nority cultures alive was a “major chal-
lenge” in the face of the rapid changes in
Li Jiang advancing globalisation and a
main reason behind the campaign to
save the Naxi language. “We fear Naxis
will also be assimilated by the global
economy,” Ms. Yang said.

‘Open attitude’

According to her, the “miracle” of the
Naxi survival for all this time owed to the
group’s “open attitude” to other cultur-
es. “We have learnt from other civil-
isations for our own development.
Although we have an open attitude to the
culture of the Han, we have kept our own
cultural distinctiveness.”

While the efforts to keep the tradi-
tions of these ethnic groups alive give
Yunan province a more multicultural
look than many other parts of China, it is
also an inescapable fact that the pop-
ulation of China’s ethnic minorities is a
minuscule percentage of its total pop-
ulation. The population of some groups
is as low as 5,000. The Government has
relaxed the one-child norm for some of
the groups with endangered popula-
tions, the Naxi included.
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Vetgran

Zhao

Beijing, Jan. 21 (Reuters): A
group of veteran China Com-
munist Party members has
urged the leadership to assure
proper funeral honours for
Zhao Ziyang, purged as party
chief in 1989 for sympathising
with the Tiananmen Square
democracy protests.

The move by some veter-
ans to request a memorial
service rather than a scaled-
down ceremony exposes dif-
ferences between liberal party
elders eager to ensure due re-
spect for aman who once head-
ed the party and his succes-
sors nervous that publicity
could spark protests.

The authorities have of-
fered Zhao's family a ceremo-
ny to bid farewell to his re-
mains, one notch below a me-
morial service in Communist
protocol, giving as their rea-
son that the party has SImph
fied funerals for leaders in re-
cent years.

No date has been set for
Zhao's funeral.

The size and timing of the
event remained unclear. it was
also not known how widely
any funeral would be covered
by China’s state media, which
have played down Zhao's
death this week for fear of trig-
gering a popular outpouring
of sentlment

“He was Premier for two
terms and general secretary of

seek
T

OIlOLlI’S

the party A memorial service
befitting a national leader
should be held,” Di Sha, 75, a
liberal former reporter of the
official China Youth Daily,
said today.

“This is the wish of many
old comrades,” said Di, wife of
Hu Jiwei, reform-minded edi-
tor-in-chief of the People’s
Daily, mouthpiece of the
party, from 1977 to 1983.

Zhao, who died on Monday
aged 85, was deposed for op-
posing a decision to use troops
and tanks to clear Tiananmen
Square of protesters on June
3-4, 1989. He spent the last 15
years of his life under house
arrest in his Beijing courtyard
home.
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