Rioters target police stations

Spreading violence reaches central Paris

PARIS: Spreading urban unrest —
with arsonists striking from the
Mediterranean to the German
border — reached central Paris
for the first time on Sunday after
10 days of violence and more de-
struction of cars, buildings and
symbols of French authority.

The crisis, which began as an
outburst of anger in suburban
Paris housing projects, reached
new intensity with at least 900
cars torched across the country
overnight, despite repeated calls
for calm and massive policing to
halt the unrest.

Police said 32 cars were set
afire in Paris as the violence
moved from poor suburbs into
the capital for the first time.

Post offices, municipal build-
ings, provincial police stations
and even nursery schools were

targeted by arsonists to the
north, south, east and west of
Paris. Police made 186 arrests
overnight nationwide.

Simmering anger

The unrest is forcing France
to confront long-simmering an-
ger in its suburbs, where many
Africans and their French-born
children live on society’s mar-
gins, struggling with high unem—\
ployment, racial discrimination
and despair — fertile terrain for
crime of all sorts as well as for
Muslim  extremists offering
frustrated youths a way out.

France, with some 5 million
Muslims, has the largest Islamic
population in Western Europe.
The number of cars torched
overnight — 1,295 across France
— was the highest since the un-

Syt VR

rest began on October 27,
France-Info radio and other
French media reported.

Police, who earlier put the
number at 918, did not immedi-
ately confirm the figure. Some
900 vehicles were reported
burned the night before.

Police say copycat attacks
have fanned the unrest, but
there was no evidence of coor-
dination behind the spreading
violence.

Police found a gasoline bomb-
making factory in an abandoned
building in Evry, a southern Pa-
ris suburb that contained 150
explosives ready for use, more
than 100 bottles, litres of fuel
and hoods for hiding rioters’
faces, senior Justice Ministry
official Jean-Marie Huet said. —

AP
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- Karbi violence;,;
Jaiswal in Assam,

.~ talks to Gogoi"

Karbi tribal women take their lunch at a refief camp at

Subhomoy Bhattacharjee

Kheroni police station in Karbi Anglong district, Assam,.

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYA?P
DIPHU, OCTOBER 20

TWENTY-FIVE days after
outbreak of violence between
Karbi and Dimasa tribes,
Union Minister of State for
Home Sriprakash Jaiswal to-
day visited the strife-torn hill
district of Assam, even as a
Union Home Ministry official
said the government might
consider disarming Dima Ha-
lam Daoga (DHD) and
United People’s Democratic
Solidarity (UPDS) if they did
not put an end to the attacks,
After his visit to the two relief
camps, Jaiswal left for Guwah-
atiwhere he discussed the issue
with CM Tarun Gogoi.

The UPDS, which wants a
separate state for Karbis, and
the DHD, which is a Dimasa
tribal outfit and wants a sepa-
rate “Dimaraji” state, had rea-
ched ceasefire agreements with
the Centre in May 2002 and
December 2003 respectively.

According to the ceasefire
ground rules, the outfits are
supposed to keep their cadres
in designated camps identified

by the government. Intelli-
gence reports say both have in-
dulged in large-scale arson in
which 78 people have been kil-
led and over 28,000 rendered
homeless. Seven more bodies
were today recovered at Prisek
under Kheroni police station,
where suspected Dimasa mili-
tants had set ablaze three
Karbivillages on Tuesday.

Governor Lt Gen (Retd)
Ajai Singh, who had toured
the affected areas yesterday,
said the government would
deal sternly with the two mili-
tant outfits if they were found
to be involved in violence. He
said the two had flouted the
ceasefire ground rules, a state-
ment which the Home Secre-
tary echoed today.

Jayanta Rongpi, CPI(ML)
jeader and a former Lok
Sabha member from the two
hill districts, today said the
Congress was not bothered
about tribals. “The govern-
ment has been sitting on talks
with the UPDS and the DHD
since the two groups agreed to
the ceasefire. They have been
betrayed,” Rongpi said.
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Militants hack
to death 34
ethnic Ka 'bis

Statesman News Service dp"’ V v

GUWAHAT], Oct. 17. — Dimasa mil-
itants killed at least 34 bus passengers,
including nine women, belonging to
the Karbi tribe, and set ablaze two
buses at Sarsing village in Jengkha in
the strife-torn Karbi Anglong district
of Assam this morning. Four persons
were grievously injured in the attack,
an officer of the local Kheroni police
station said. With today’s deaths, the
toll in the clashes between the Karbi
and Dimasa tribes in the hill district
has risen to 71.

The Inspector-General of Police
(law and order), Mr Dipak Kumar
Pathak, who has been camping at
Diphu in the violence-torn district,
said that militants had waylaid two
passenger-laden buses from
Jirikinding heading for Diphu and
Hamren at Sarsing around 6 a.m. They
made the Karbi passengers stand in a
separate group before hacking 34 of
them to death. Soon after, the insur-
gents torched the vehicles. The four
seriously injured persons were later
shifted to a hospital at Kheroni, nearly
45 km from Sarsing.

According to unconfirmed reports,
many others are feared dead as the
extremists made another group of bus
passengers accompany them while
escaping into nearby jungles.

Mr Pathak said that additional
Battalions of Assam police and para-
military forces had been deployed in
different parts of the district because
of escalation of the violence. The dis-
trict Superintendent of Police was per-
sonally supervising a large-scale comb-
ing operation to ferret out the anar-

THE STA 7Tzt

Th debris of a fire-ravaged house in
Hemariterang village of Karbi Anglong
district on Monday. — Eastern Projections

chists, he said. Though Army person-
nel were deployed in the strife-torn
areas of Diphu and Bokajan, they were
yet to take charge of Kheroni where
Dimasa rebels struck this morning,.

The spell of ethnic violence between
Karbi and Dimasa tribes has rendered
nearly 10,000 people homeless in the
hill district. In response to the latest
incident, the chief minister, Mr Tarun
Gogoi, today asked the state chief sec-
retary, Mr S Kabilan, and Unified
Command Structure Commander, Lt.
Gen. HS Lidder, to work out a special
strategy to deal with the situation in
Karbi Anglong district. Mr Gogoi said
he had instructed them to rush to the
district to join the Director-General of
Police, Mr PV Sumant, now camping
there. The chief minister said he had
invited the Dimasa militant group,
Dima Halam Daogah, now observing
an unilateral cease-fire, to hold talks
with the government.

Violence was stoked in the hill dis-
trict with the killing of three Dimasa
youths on 26 September, 2005.
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UK’s idea of hyphenated
identity irks British Asians

BEND IT LIKE BLEARS

By Rashmee Roshan Lall/TNN

London: Britain’s ambi-
tious plans to “re-brand” its
visually distinct, large and
settled coloured minority
population with geographi-
cal monikers, such as ‘Indi-
an-British’ have been at-
tacked as just so much “non-
sense” by leading British In-
dians.

On Monday, Jeevan Singh
Deol, an academic with a di-
verse ancestry ranging from
India to the US, Canada and
Britain, rejected the UK gov-
ernment’s proposal to re-
name ethnic minority
groups along US lines.

The proposals, unveiled
by the UK’s de facto home
secretary Hazel Blears, en-
visages describing coloured
Britons as “Indian-British”
or “Pakistani-British’ along
the US model of “Italian-
American” or “Irish-Ameri-
can’”. :

Deol, who said he was
British but “was born in
Canada and my ancestors
left India one-hundred years
ago”, described any attempt
to label him as “Indian-
British” as a bit of “an his-
torical flaw”.

He criticised the attempt
to re-brand Britain’s Asians
as tantamount to feeling like
“a box of soap powder”.
With Britain’s three-million
Indian, Pakistani and
Bangladeshi communities
in a ferment over the re-
branding exercise, East
African Indian commenta-
tor Yasmin Alibhai-Brown
said she hoped the re-la-
belling would not mean
“they’re going to tattoo us”.

Deol, who added that his
“grandfather fought for the
US Army in France in WWI”
and was subsequently de-
prived of his passport be-
cause he was labelled “nig-
ger”, said Britain’s plans to

Minorities Up Against America-Like ‘Re-Branding’

“re-brand” its ethnic mi-
norities was just another
“way to talk about colour
but we're too shy to do
it”.He declared that la-
belling him as “British
Asian’ was simply a way for
the UK authorities and its
White host community to
describe him as “brown”.

Deol’'s argument is
thought to underline the
deep divisions that have
opened up over Britain’s of-
ficial policy of multi-cultur-
alism in the wake of 7/7 and
the abortive multiple sui-
cide attacks of July 21. The
British government is keen
to find out whether or not
coloured minority groups
would like to have US-style
hyphenated identities terms
rather than simply being de-
scribed as British Asian.
But in a sign of the an-
guished striving over issues
of ethnicity and identity, Sir
Igbal Sacranie, the Malawi
Indian who arrived in
Britain and has now risen to
the post of general secretary
of the Muslim Council of
Britain, said efforts to hy-
phenate coloured Briton's
identity were useless. He
said, “What of the second
generations? Why should
they be defined as other
than British?”

And in a warning that po-
litical battle may be joined
on the controversial plans,
the home affairs spokesman
of the main opposition Con-
servative Party, Edward
Garnier, said the growing
number of Asian British
people in his constituency
regarded themselves as
British.

“They don’t need a gov-
ernment minister to tell
them how to describe them-
selves,” he said.
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Script row lays
bare Manipur

e
ethnic divide .

HT Correspondent (‘:;f .

Guwahati, April 21 q\}\

THE RAGING script row
in Manipur has laid the
ethnic divide in the state
bare.

The All Tribal Students’
Union, Manipur (Atsum),
has warned against the im-
position of the Meitei
Mayek script by an under-
pressure Okram Ibobi
Singh government, main-
taining that the a script
change warrants the con-
sent of various tribal bod-
ies in the state.

“The imposition of
Meitei Mayek (by replac-
ing the Bengali script) on
the tribal people of Ma-
nipur is not acceptable,”
an Atsum communiqué
said on Thursday. It added
that the move to switch
scripts was fraught with
possibilities of ethnic ten-
sion in the state.

Advising both the state
government and Meelal,
the group spearheading
the script-change agita-
tion, to refrain from taking
hasty decisions and rub-
bing tribal organisations
the wrong way, Atsum
said, “We respect any
movement to restore an in-
digenous script. But the
tribals are not in a position
to accept Meitei Mayek”.

The students’ body,
which claims to represent
the hill dwellers, said the
tribals have already been
hit hard by the imposition
of Manipuri language on
them right from the pri-
mary level to the civil serv-
ices Manipur is divided

\

Okram Ibobi Singh

into plains dominated \By
the Meiteis, while Nagas,
Kukis, Hmars and Paites
comprise the population in
the hills. “A change in
script at this juncture can
have a long-lasting impact
on the tribal people,” the
Atsum communiqué said.

The organisation also
criticised Meelal for its
short-sightedness and
asked the government not
to succumb to the pres-
sure. “If the script is im-
posed, the government
should spell out a separate
policy for the tribal peo-
ple,” it said.

Meelal launched the agi-
tation demanding the
switch of the Manipuri
language script from Ben-
gali to the ancient Meitei
Mayek a couple ofmonths
ago to “undo the damage
done by Manipur’s rulers
300 years ago”. The stir
claimed reams of school
textbooks as well as the
Manipur Central Library,
which was reduced to ash-
eson April 13.
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