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¢ Arsenic alarm in
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TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Ballia, Dec. 28: A silent killer
is stalking the villagers of Bal-
lia. Although it strikes in the
form of cancer, experts feel ar-
senic poisoning is the real
assassin.

The arsenicosis alarm was
first sounded by doctors in De-
lhi in 2003 after they treated
Dinanath Singh from Rajpur
in Ballia. The 62-year-old vil-
lager was diagnosed with skin
cancer but doctors found his
was also a case of arsenic poi-
soning.

Three years earlier, Dinan-
ath’s two daughters also died
of cancer. Due to acute arseni-
cosis, Dinanath’s middle fin-
ger had to be removed.

The villager’s case sparked
two years of extensive studies
by geologists and environm-
ent activists on the water bei-
ng consumed in villages in a
15-km-belt in Ballia district.
The surveys have found high
dose of arsenic in the water in
55 villages of the eastern Uttar
Pradesh district.

Environmentalists have
also found out that in the vil-
lage of Sughar Chapra, about
a kilometre from Rajpur, Ris-
hidev Yadav’s family lost four
members to cancer back in
1987. “We did not know till re-
cently that arsenic in water
could have been the cause of
those deaths,” Yadav said.

A test on Ram Bahadur
Singh, another villager, re-
vealed that his body contained
6,310 parts per billion of ar-
senic. The normal count
should not be above 225 parts
per billion. “I feel unusually
dry in my skin and suffer from
occasional bouts of pain from

land villages

STEALTH KILLER

the pigmentation that has
erupted,” Singh said.

The intake of arsenic-pois-
oned water ruins the skin and
central nervous system, leads
to cardiovascular diseases th-
at may turn cancerous, Dr Vi-
nod Khaitan, who treats pati-
ents of arsenicosis in Delhi,
said. The fact that cases of ca-
ncer in the Ballia villages are
abnormally high could proba-
bly be a confirmation of this.

A study by Unicef and the
Jal Nigam, an Uttar Pradesh
government  organisation,
shows that of 5,651 samples of
water collected in Ballia, 4,159
contained arsenic levels high-
er than the permissible limit.

“People in the villages us-
ed to think till recently that
the pigmentation on their skin
was due to some external inf-
ection,” Unicef project officer
Ross Nickson said. It was only
when these became severe and
people had to go for amputa-
tion that the truth became

known, he added.

The district administrati-
on of Ballia, however, reacted
with disbelief to the reports.
They filed a defamation case
against the activists scream-
ing “arsenicosis”.

“Some officers might have
been under pressure as the vil-
lagers complained that those
affected with the disease we-
re... socially boycotted. Girls
in the affected villages were
not getting married because of
this,” one officer said.

The state government has
now woken up to the reality.

A task force of members fr-
om the Jal Nigam, Central Gr-
ound Water Board, IIT Kan-
pur, King George Medicai Col-
lege and the Industrial Toxico-
logy Research Centre, has be-
en formed, minister in charge
of revenue Ambika Chaudha-
ry, who comes from Ballia, sa-
id. All taps in the affected villa-
ges have been sealed and resid-
ents are being treated, he said.
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he tsunami of December 26, 2004 that killed tens
of thousands may be viewed as a natural calamity
beyond human management capabilities. But new
scientific evidence suggests the loss of life could
have been substantially mitigated. A research study report-
ed by the journal Science presents the disturbing conclusion
that the removal of mangroves from parts of the coastline in
five Asian countries, including India, reduced protection
available to communities living close to the coast when the
waves struck. Some of the strongest proof of the protective
effects of coastal vegetation has come from satellite imagery
of Tamil Nadu’s Cuddalore coast, pre- and post-tsunami.
These images have led investigators, including experts from
the University of Copenhagen, the M.S. Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation in Chennai, the University of Cambridge,
and organisations based in Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia and
the United States, to conclude that villages located behind
mangroves suffered little damage, while those without a
natural shield were destroyed. Casuarina plantations along
the coast raised years ago to shelter against cyclones also
offered modest protection. Scientists from various coun-
tries who studied the Sri Lanka coast reported in Current
Biology that relatively healthy mangroves in some of the 24
study sites had blunted the impact of the tsunami by dis-
sipating the energy of its waves. An analytical model pro-
posed by investigators based on tsunami-related data from
Tamil Nadu suggests that the presence of 30 trees per 100
square metres may reduce the maximum flow pressure of
the waves by better than 90 per cent. These important
findings strengthen the view that low-cost natural defences
provide a range of benefits that expensive human-made
structures may notbe able to match.

Given their importance as an ecosystem, it is tragic that
coastal greenbelts are under increasing threat. Large
swathes of mangroves that make communities resilient by
serving as natural dykes and enhancing fish wealth by acting
as breeding, spawning, and hatching grounds have been
eliminated along many Asian coastlines for short-term eco-
nomic gain. Dubious ‘environmental’ policies drawn up to
promote commerce at the cost of ecosystem have resulted in
the loss of a quarter of the mangrove area in the five tsuna-
mi-hit Asian countries during the period 1980-2000. Glob-
ally, three million out of 18 million hectares of mangroves
have been lost during the 1990s on account of facilitating
settlements, tourism, industrial construction, and aquacul-
ture. The recent research findings come as a timely warning,
Clearly, there is no justification for dilution of environ-
mental policy for immediate gains. Planting coastal vegeta-
tion, particularly mangroves, in appropriate locations to
replace what has been lost could mitigate damage already
done, but the real task before the Ministry of Environment
and Forests is to strengthen the coastal regulation zone
scheme to provide absclute protection to what is left of this
ecosystem.




Towards universal guidelines on water use

Ramaswamy R. Iyer

HE ARTICLE “Water and the Consti-

tution” by T.N. Narasimhan

(The Hindu December 15 2005) has

offered a declaration or manifesto on
water for adoption by India. This article propos-
es to annotate his observations and add some of
the author’s own.

The question arises: is there a need for a water
manifesto? The case for one, as briefly argued by
Prof. Narasimhan, is persuasive. Given the finite
availability of freshwater on this planet, and the
mounting pressure on that scarce resource be-
cause of the rate of growth of population, the
pace of urbanisation and the processes of eco-
nomic development, it is clear that a major chal-
lenge, perhaps a crisis, lies ahead of us. The
importance of water is indeed widely recognised,
but the formulation in response to that recog-
nition is often on wrong lines.

Competition for and conflicts over the scarce
resource are predicted, and the possibility of
‘water wars’ in the future is projected. The state-
ment by Ismail Serageidin that the next war will
be fought not over oil but over water has been
repeatedly cited. Many thinkers have pointed
out that the evidence of history is overwhelm-
ingly against the likelihood of water wars, but
the Serageldin phrase continues to be quoted.

Be that as it may, conflicts are certainly likely;
indeed they are present already, both within
countries and between countries. They are likely
to be accentuated by the additional supply-side
projects (big dams and reservoirs, long-distance
water transfers) that are proposed as the an-
swers to future demands. One may add that
countries may or may not wage wars against one
another over water, but separately and together,
they have certainly been waging war against na-
ture and Planet Earth!

CARTOONSCAPE

There is a need for fundamental and holistic

re-thinking about water at the international
level and the adoption of a basic A0
Water Declaration or Convention.

Cutting a long story short, the point is that if
the projected crisis is to be averted, it is clear
that there is an urgent need for a purposeful and
fundamental re-thinking about water. The case
for a water manifesto seems evident. Prof. Nara-
simhan says there is no water policy at present.
There is, of course, the National Water Policy
1987 amended into the National Water Policy
2002 (NWP), but he is essentially right. The
NWP is an imperfect, weak, deficient document
lacking in coherence and vision, and cannot real-
ly serve the purpose of a water manifesto of the
kind that Prof. Narasimhan has in mind. A new
policy document is needed.

If so, the next question is whether Prof. Nara-
simhan’s formulation is on the right lines. He
states the nature of water as a finite, scarce, and
precious natural resource and its essentiality as
life-support, stresses the need for managing it
wisely and commends a public trust doctrine. He
seems to this writer to be fundamentally right.
The two parts of his formulation need to be put
together, and (in this writer’s view) supplement-
ed by a few additional points.

Forinstance, water is divergently perceived as
life-support, basic right, common pool resource,
economic good, property of the state, and so on,
leading to divergent prescriptions such as com-
munity-management, declaration of property
rights, water markets, state control, etc. There
may be partial validity in some of these points,
but there are also conflicts among them. They
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need to be harmonised and integrated into a
unified and holistic statement. The present writ-
er has attempted draft declarations in some of
his papers. Others have done so too. Prof. Nara-
simhan’s formulation needs to be conflated with
some of these drafts. That will have to be a
separate exercise and cannot be gone into here.

Does such a declaration or manifesto need to
be incorporated in the Constitution of India as
proposed by Prof. Narasimhan? The Constitu-
tion is mainly a fundamental law that provides
the basis for all other laws; sectoral policy essays
cannot easily be incorporated into it. However,
the Constitution does make certain policy decla-
rations such as those relating to equality, non-
discrimination, fundamental rights, responsib-
ilities, reservation for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, and so on. Should we add
water to that list? The question may arise: why
only water?

Water in the Constitution

The answer is clear enough: water is not like
steel or cement or fertilizer; for the reasons
stated earlier, it is special and important enough
to warrant specific mention in the Constitution.
It may be added that water is not just a ‘sector’ of
the economy; it transcends all sectors and in-
deed the economy itself. However there cannot
be a detailed statement in the Constitution. A
very brief, compressed provision could be put
into the Directive Principles of State Policy and/
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or Fundamental Responsibilities, and it could
then be elaborated in a separate Policy State-
ment or Law.

Given the fact that ‘water’ is primarily a State
subject under the Constitution, with the Centre
being enabled to play a role in relation to inter-
State rivers if Parliament so legislates, how cana
natierial water law be enacted? Alternatively, ifa
national policy statement were to be adopted,
what will be its legal force? (That question arises
even with reference to the existing National Wa-
ter Policy 2002.) This is not an insuperable diffi-
culty. Public debate needs to focus on the need
for a basic policy statement or law on water, and
on its contents. If a consensus on these is reac-
hed, ways and means of bringing such a Declara-
tion or Law into existence and making it
effective can be explored with the assistance of
constitutional experts.

Finally, thinking needs to be transformed at
the international level also. The old Helsinki
Rules and the UN Convention of 1997 (not rat-
ified so far by the required number of countries)
deal only with one aspect of the water theme,
namely, the sharing of international rivers
(‘drainage basins’ or ‘water courses’) by the
countries concerned; they do not set forth a view
of water in all its complexity. It may be added
that water has for long been recogniaed in the
UN system as a ‘human need’ but there was
much resistance to accepting it as a ‘human
right’, but that acceptance came recently
through a General Comment. That is a good
development, but ‘human right’ is also only a
partial statement that fails to encompass the
complexity and multi-dimensionality of water.

At present there are three influential formula-
tions on water in the international arena: the
Dublin-Rio principles; the approach of ‘Integrat-
ed Water Resources Management’ or IWRM
propagated by the Global Water Partnership
(GWP) and the World Water Council (WWC);
and the persistent advocacy of water markets
and the privatisation of water services by the
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank.

The Dublin-Kio principles essentially charac-
terise water as an economic good, and this pro-
vides the underpinning to the WB-ADB view of
water as a commodity like any other, and best
left to market forces. These need to be replaced
by a more holistic view of water.

The Dublin-Rio formulation also lays down
the principle of ‘subsidiarity’, i.e., the principle
that decisions should be taken at the lowest
possible level, or in other words at a level not
higher than necessary. That seems to favour
decentralisation and therefore to be consistent
with the idea of community-management and
the promotion of local, civil society initiatives;
but that is not necessarily so. Underlying the
principle of subsidiarity there is also an unstated
idea of reducing the role of the state, not so much
in favour of the community or civil society as in
that of the corporate private sector. That is no
doubt the reason why this principle is enthusi-
astically adopted by the World Bank.

As for the GWP’s IWRM approach, it is an
advance over earlier thinking, but is character-
ised by many limitations; it is derived from and
continues to be influenced by old-style engineer-
ing-based thinking, and has a built-in bias te-
wards centralisation and gigantism.

Those comments cannot be elaborated here.
The point that is sought to be made is that there
is a need for fundamental and holistic re-think-
ing about water at the international level and the
adoption of a basic Water Declaration or Con-
vention. One hopes Prof. Narasimhan’s article
will be the starting point of a debate towards that
end. The present article is offered as a modest
contribution to such a debate.
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One year on, promises to keep in Sri Lanka

One year after the
tsunami, the country
shows a mixed record

on relief and :

reconstruction. &
V.S. Sambandan C/LN

HE SCARS of the devastation have
started to heal, but there is still a long
way to go. Several political, economic, and
social issues surfaced during the year as the
island-nation battled to recover from its
worst recorded natural disaster. The posi-
tives include a relatively good performance
in relief operations, the fairly on-target com-
pletion of transitional housing, and a quick
resumption of normal lives by the survivors.
The continued political bickering tops the
list of the negatives. When the tsunami
struck, there was a slender hope that the Sri
Lankan Government and the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) would work
together, at least on humanitarian issues. It
was also hoped the ruling Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP) and the opposition Unit-
ed National Party (UNP) would join hands.
These hopes were belied.
The highlight of the political efforts was
the agreement between the Government
and the LTTE to create a Post-Tsunami Op-
erational Management Structure (P-
TOMS). This agreement, however, was still-
born after the Supreme Court ruled its key
provisions relating to finances and organisa-
tional structure were illegal.
Cooperation between the SLFP and the
UNP was another non-starter; that Presi-
dential elections were to be held in Novem-
ber did not help the chances of a common
effort. Consequently, the two extremes of
Sri Lanka’s polity — the LTTE in the Tamil-
majority north and the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) in the Sinhala-majority
south — rushed in to fill the space left vacant,
through their front organisations.

Unfortunately, the ground level camara-
derie displayed in the wake of the tsunami —
when people rushed to help the victims irre-
spective of ethnicity — was not taken for-
ward. Sri Lanka lost yet another moment for
ushering in political and ethnic rapproche-
ment.

On the financial front, however, there has
been enough reason for comfort. Over-
whelming international assistance has been
promised. While the total cost of the post-
tsunami relief, rehabilitation, and recon-
struction effort is estimated at $2.2 billion,
Sri Lanka has received pledges worth $2.8
billion. Of this $2.1 billion has translated
into commitments. Prudent management
has helped contain the inflationary pres-
sures during the year.

The sunny side of the story, however, ends
there. Total disbursements have been a
mere $0.6 billion. Lack of a proper strategy,
shortages in the construction industry, and
inadequate implementation programmes
are cited as reasons for the low aid-absorp-
tion.

A key indicator to the progress being

BABY 81: The Asian tsunami’s most celebrated survivor Abilash Jeyarajah, is given a bath by a relative at his home
in Cheddipalayam about 210 km east of Colombo, Sri Lanka. The tsunami separated Abilash, who was then two
months old, from his parents. He was found under some debris and became the 81st person to be admitted to the
local hospital. Eight couples claimed the baby before Murugapillai and Jenita Jeyarajah underwent DNA tests to
prove they were Abilash’s parents. - PHOTO: AP

made is the pace of reconstruction. An esti-
mated 98,000 houses were destroyed in the
tsunami, rendering 5.16 lakh people inter-
nally displaced, according to a report pre-
pared by the Government and the
international donors.

The Government estimated that 60,000
transitional houses would be required for
who were displaced and had no supporting
social network of relatives or friends to fall
back on. By November, 54,102 transitional
shelters were completed, described as a
“success story” for the Government and all
the donors and NGOs involved in the pro-
jects.

Sri Lanka’s progress in permanent hous-
ing, however, is an entirely different story.
The issue of constructing permanent houses
was for long stuck in the controversy over
the buffer zone.

The Government initially proposed 100 to
200 metres along the affected coastline
within which fresh construction was to be

banned. As most of the 98,000 houses de-
stroyed were within this zone, reconstruct-
ion became a major issue. Concerns over
livelihood raised by fishermen who pre-
ferred to live along the coast, and scarcity of
land outside the proposed buffer zones were
the complicating factors.

With revised guidelines specifying re-
duced buffer zones in the offing, officials
hope to clear a major hurdle. Severe short-
ages in labour, rising wages, and an impend-
ing shortfall in construction material have
severely hampered reconstruction of per-
manent housing.

As new institutional structures are pro-
posed to be put in place, the Government
hopes to complete the permanent houses by
2006-end. The bigger infrastructure pro-
jects, such as bridges and highways, are like-
ly to take another 3-4 years to complete.

The most glaring lacuna in the post-tsu-
nami operations is that one year on, there is
no clear figure of the number of those killed.

The numbers vary from 17,000 to more
35,000. This, in a way, signifies the institu-
tional weaknesses that have hampered post-
tsunami operations.

President Mahinda Rajapakse has prom-
ised a new structure that would incorporate
the several organisations involved both in
post-tsunami operations and in the projects
in conflict-hit northern and eastern Sri Lan-
ka. The proposed Reconstruction and Devel-
opment Authority will serve as the nodal
agency for development.

A Ministry of Skills Development is also in
place to provide training to meet labour
shortages. For a country with an unemploy-
ed population of more than eight lakh, accel-
erated skills development has nowbecome a
policy priority.

Much work remains to be done on large
infrastructure projects. The international
commitments for reconstruction are likely
to dry up in the next three to four years
unless the pace is stepped up.

Tsunami relief and U.S. strategic moves

Has Indonesia’s cooperation with the U.S. over “disaster relief” acquired
potential strategic overtones?

P.S. Suryanarayana

S THE world marks on Monday the first

anniversary of the Indian Ocean tsuna-
mi, the story of the human spirit goes be-
yond the manner in which the international
community marshalled itself to meet the
colossal tragedy across several countries.

Aceh province of Indonesia was the worst
affected. Unlike India, which relied on itself
for emergency relief, Indonesia sought and
obtained enormous external help. Signifi-
cantly, India joined the United States, Aus-
tralia, and Japan in a core group that rushed
to Indonesia’s help ahead of the United
Nations. -

Politically, it suited Jakarta to have India
as an independent player in the core group
of navies, given the wariness of Indonesians
about Washington’s real intentions. Jakar-
ta’s sensitivity was compounded by the fact
that Aceh was then the hotbed of a separatist
insurgency. And, in the years before the tsu-
nami, the U.S. and Australia had either im-
posed sanctions or passed strictures on
Indonesia. The reasons cited were perceived
human rights violations by the Indonesian

military establishment (TNI in local
parlance).

Of the core group countries, the U.S., giv-
en its vast maritime reach, deployed a state-
of-the-art aircraft carrier, Abraham Lincoln,
to carry out tsunami relief. Australia, India,
and Japan too deployed naval vessels such as
floating hospitals and supply ships. Thereaf-
ter, India was the first to leave the scene on
completing the emergency-relief mission,
while political controversies broke out in
Indonesia over the mandate of the U.S. Navy
in particular. But the issue gradually faded
from public debate, as the emergency was
tided over.

Engaging Yudhoyono

Behind the scenes, though, Washington
remained proactively engaged with Indone-
sian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono,
who had undergone training in the U.S. dur-
ing his military career. It was, therefore, no
surprise when, on November 22, the U.S.
cited “disaster relief,” alongside “counter-
terrorism” and “maritime security,” while
outlining “joint objectives” for a new strate-
gic tie-up with Indonesia.

Formally described as “aid to modernise
Indonesia’s military forces, [and] support
joint security objectives,” the new deal was
portrayed as a move to “resume select mil-
itary assistance” to Jakarta. Before this, the
U.S. reinforced its long-standing military al-
liance with Japan. Washington has left no
room for doubt that the new U.S.-Japan deal
is to checkmate China. It stands to reason,
therefore, that Washington’s latest arrange-
ments with Indonesia too is designed to pro-
mote the same strategic objective of
checkmating China. However, the die is not
fully cast.

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Aso as-
serted on December 22 that China is “begin-
ning to become a considerable threat.” Mr.
As0’s reasoning was that China “is a neigh-
bour with one billion people equipped with
nuclear bombs.” While Japan’s defence bud-
get in 2004 was of the order of $ 41.5 billion,
far above the Chinese expenditure, Tokyo
identifies as serious concerns the alleged
non-transparency of Beijing’s rising defence
spending and China’s status as a “veto pow-
er” at the United Nations.

In contrast, Mr. Yudhoyono, who recently

visited Beijing, has given no definitive in-
dication of wanting to play a U.S.-surrogate
in East Asia,

If the conspicuous presence of Japan in
the four-nation tsunami-related core group
and if Indonesia’s cooperation with the U.S.
over “disaster relief” have acquired poten-
tial strategic overtones, what of India and
Australia, the other two members of the core
group?

With no bets placed, diplomats and analy-
sts tend to see the core group itself as a
potential strategic formation under overall
U.S.” auspices. The reasoning is based on
Australia’s status as a U.S. ally, and Wash-
ington’s efforts to fashion a new entente
with India.

This kind of selective engagement by the
U.S., aimed at keeping China in check, flows
from what some experts like Joseph S. Nye,
better known for advocating the importance
of “soft power,” have perceived as “the para-
dox of American power.” There may be rea-
sons why the world’s only superpower
cannot go it alone in meeting the “China

threat.” But, why should Indoriesia or India
join the U.S.? /

<
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India not keen on regional tsunami wa;nmg network

/ PALLAVA BAGLA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 23

" NDIA is reluctant to
. join . other Indian
Oceam rim nations
. wanting to kick-start
the installation of a tsunami
early warning system. The
country sticks out as a “data
holdout” since it allows other
nations access neither toreal-
time data from its seismic net-
work nor to online tide gauge
data. Similarly, the readings
from the network of deep-sea
sensors it hopes to have in
place by September 2007 may
be available for use only toiits
national agencies.

-At the first meeting of Un-
esco’s Intergovernmental
Cultural Organization, which
is promoting a single net-
worked warning system for
the region, Unesco Director-
General Koichiro Matsuura
said, “National centres must
try to move away from their
present minimal configura-
tion to develop their own na-

tional detection networks,

their own risk assessment and
preparedness plans.” So In-
dia has drawn flak for trying
to move ahead on its own
steam. But, as Union Science
and Technology Minister
Kapil Sibal said, “We will take
a humanitarian approach be-
yond our boundaries and a
self-reliant approach within
our boundaries when setting
up and sharing advisories
from the Indian tsunami
warning system.” At least four
other countries in the re-
gion—Indonesia, Thailand,
Malaysia and Australia—are
tryingto put into place their
own systems.

There is a well thought out
strategy behind India’s data
denial. It is the perception

here that each key quake pa- -

rameter, if available to an en-
emy countty, could put Indian

security at serious risk. For in-
stance, online tide gauge data
can help adversaries plan ma-
rine invasions to precisely
match tidal movements. The
sensors can also detect ship
movement that could give
away the hidden locations of
our submarines. This, how-
ever, does not mean that all
Indian data will be sacrosanct.
“A flexible approach is the
need of the hour,” says Sibal.
“It should not compromise

Resecarch Institutions for
Seismology (IRIS), Washing-
ton, US, with 128 stations
worldwide—also assists in the
verification of CTBT by being
the ears through which seis-
mic signatures of nuclear det-
onations are detected by the
participating nations.

It is data from this IRIS
network that most seismolo-
gists use to quickly ascertain
the extent, magnitude and
tsunami potential of earth-

forced it to decide on a l&s 125

crore tsunami early warning

system, Buta change maybe in
the offing. V S Ramamurthy,
nuclear scientist and secretary,
Department of Sciepce and
Technology, said, “Our existing
policy of not sharing online
seismic data has to change.”
He explained that for predict-
ing tsunamis accurately we
need data from a much larger
geographical area. In order to
get bigger lead times for the

The widows of Kameshwaram In Nagapattinam face daily tribulations. Mahendra Parikh

our essential defence-related
security concerns.”

An important reason for
keeping seismic data exclu-
sive is India’s nuclear policy
andits aversion to joining the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT). Itis quite rel-
evant that the world’s most
reliable and open seismology
network—the Global Seis-
mographic Network main-
tained by the Incorporated

quakes. Since itisnota CIBT
signatory, India has never
been part of this network.
‘What this means is that the
global community is neither
connected online to earth-
quake data recorded in India
and nor do they have real-
time access to seismic data
generated in India.

This inward looking policy
seemed perfect for India till
the tsunami of December 2004

warnings to be practical, India
will have to source accurate
seismic data from other
places—not easy without join-
ing networks like IRIS.

India is hoping that some

or the other of the 36 Indian

Ocean rim countries will join
in its warning system initiative
sooner than later. Rama-

‘murthy added that India is re-

assessing its relationship with
IRIS and hinted that data re-

__ JANVALASREENIVAS _
KAMESHWARAM
(NAGAPATTINAM),

DECEMBER 23

HER melancholy eyes tell
only half the story of the or-
deal she has been through
since her husband died in the

tsunami. It is a daily struggle
for Ratnamma, 34, as much
to earn a decent living for
herself and two children as
to resist the most thriving
business in the tsunami-hit
villages—prostitution.

Like Ratnamma, there are
64 tsunami-widows in Ka-
meshwaram, a small village

of 210 families, who are
lured daily by pimps to join
the flesh trade. And in the
Meenawar  community,
which frowns on widow re-
marriages but willingly ac-
cepts prostitution, many are
giving in for lack of better
livelihood opportunities.

“Itis very difficult tokeep
these women from joining
the flesh trade because they
have no other means of sus-
taining themselves and their
families,” said J Nagarajan,
secretary of Kattur-based
Bharati Women Develop-
ment Centre. Bharati has
been working in Kamesh-
waram, about 4 km from
Vailankanni, for the past
eight months and is trying
hard to save the widows
from straying. “Their hus-
bands used to catch fish and
the women went to nearby
markets and sold them.
Now there is nobody to
bring them the fish,” said
Nagarajan.

Widows like Elakhi Muru-
gan who have young chil-
dren to look after survive by
helping other families sell
their catch. “They earn Rs 50
on a good day during the
fishing season. Otherwise
they depend on food pro-
vided by the panchayat or
NGOs,” Muruggan, a pan-
chayat volunteer says.

NGOs like Bharati are

now holding counselling ses-
sions for the widows. “We
cannot forcefully prevent
anyone from doing any
work. We explain to them

Wzdowed & éiesperate for anything

the importance of dignity of
labour and hard work, and
the trap theywill all fall into if
they try to find easier means
of earning,” says Nagarajan.

Most widows gathered for

an interaction at the village
temple expressed the desire
tolead a decent and respect-
ful life. Pushpavalli, 55, the
oldest among them, said
they need a “loading au-
torickshaw”, a goods carrier.
“We cannot carry a big load

" of fish on our heads to the

market. If we can get aload-
ing rickshaw all of us canbuy
more fish here and take
them as far as Akkaraipettai
or Nagapattinam to sell.
Maybe we will even get a bet-
ter price there. We can then
earn a little more money,”
she said.

Bharati has constructed a
fish landing point in the vil-
lage and fishermen auction
fish there daily. “We belong
to the fishing community
and we only know how to
deal in fish, We have to have
a better way of getting the
fish to the market. If thatcan
be done we don’t have to

>

look for any other work,”
says aweeping Chinnapalai.

Although the Kamesh-
waram village fishermen’s
panchayat is supposed to
look after the families, espe-
cially the widows, it has not
even ensured proper invest-
ment by the women of the -
compensation money they
got for their husband’s
deaths. “The majority of the
widows have squandared the
money. Either their sons and
relatives have used it for un-
productive purposes or they
lived lavishly till the money
lasted,” says Nagarajan.

Murugan adds, “A few
women have put the money in
fixed deposits. Using the in-
terest, one started a small
shop, some started selling
fish.” But this was not the pru-
dentway of all women. “They
did not think of ensuring their
economic security when they
gotso much money and spent
it all. They just did not listen
to our advice,” said Govin-
draja, the village fishermen
panchayat head.

Ephrem Susai, regional
manages of the South Indian
Federation of Fishermen
Society, thinks NGOs and
social organisations will be
able to take care of widows.
“Solong as there is monetary
support from organisations
and the government they will
be taken care of. It is only
when aid stops that things
will go wrong. Some stray
cases of the widows opting .
for prostitution are already
there,” he said.

garding earthquakes of mag-
nitude 5 and above could
soon be reciprocally swapped
in near real-time. Earlier

many international experts
had raised a red flag on In-
dia’s policy of data holdout,
but there is grudging under-

standing of the country’s
compulsions. Costas Syno-
laks, a tsunami specialist from
the department of civil engi-

et AN XPRESS

neering, University of South-
ern California, Los Angeles,
said, “I am less pessimistic
about this now.”
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Grozny under ..,
radiation cloud

w‘yn')')“' \,(’- \ -

G

A CHECHEN chemical factory,
bombed by Russian forces in 1999,
has been found to be emitting
"catastrophic levels" of radiation.

Russian TV said the pollution
at the Chechenneftekhimprom
plant, near Grozny, is equal to
"half a Chernobyl" — a reference
to the 1986 accident at a Soviet
nuclear station, the worst atomic
disaster in history.

Chechen prosecu-
tors, who  have
launched a criminal
case against the fac-
tory's management,
say that nearly 30
"dangerous radi-
oactive isotopes" have been iden-
tified at the plant, including Co-
balt 60, which is deadly if ingest-
ed by humans.

The level of radiation inside
the factory is "58,000 times gre-
ater than the legal limit", Russ-
ian TV reported.

Experts say the radiation co-
uld pose a serious threat to the
city of Grozny, whose inhabi-
tants have endured two destruc-
tive wars in the past decade.

Russian experts also worry that
the quantities of unsecured nu-

FRED Weir
Moscow, December 17
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NUCLEAR

clear material found at the
Chechen chemical plant could
provide terrorists with means to
build a "dirty bomb".

A dirty bomb is a convention-
al explosive packed with radioac-
tive debris, which could make a
large city uninhabitable for de-
cades.

It was not clear why the ra-
dioactive source had been kept
in the factory, but officials said it
posed a severe threat to anyone
who came near to it.

"This is above all
now a threat to the
population, because
the leadership and
officials of the firm
did not take the nec-
essary steps to iso-
late the isotope," Chechen prose-
cutor Valery Kuznetsov said. on
NTYV television.

Almost all of Grozny was de-
stroyed by Russian bombing in
1999-2000 when troops poured into
the region to reassert central
control over separatist rebels.

Once a mighty industrial cen-
tre, Grozny's factories are now a
wasteland of twisted steel —
many of them dotted with ma-
chine gun nests. No comrent on
the issue was forthcoming from
other Chechen officials.

i THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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he 11th Conference of Parties to the United Na-

tions Framework Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCC) in Montreal has certainly brought about

an improvement in the “atmospherics” relating to
the international campaign to reduce the danger of global
warming. The UNFCC’s concrete programme, embodied in
the Kyoto Protocol, had come under stress following the
refusal of the U.S. (besides Australia) to accede to the Proto-
col and the U.S." own parallel initiatives in recent months in
forging “partnerships” with several countries on climate
issues outside the treaty. The Montreal conference has had
two major achievements. One was in firming up a plan to
start talks on further commitments on targeted emission
reductions beyond 2012 by those developed countries which
have already undertaken such commitments in the first
phase of the Protocol. The second was in trying to bring the
U.S. and other dissident members of the UNFCC into the
international climate change agenda by initiating what is
called a “dialogue process”, due to take place in the next two
years. The conference has gone out of the way to accommo-
date U.S. concerns. First it has emphasised that the “dia-
logue on long-term cooperative action” is based on a
recognition of “diversity of approaches to address climate
change” and the “essential role of technology”. Secondly, it
has declared that the dialogue will “take the form of an open
and non-binding exchange of views, information and ideas
in support of enhanced implementation of the Convention
and will not open any negotiations leading to new commit-
ments.” It is hoped that the non-binding dialogue process
will make it easier for U.S. administration, present or future,
to end its boycott of Kyoto.

Equally important would be a series of decisions, mostly
of a technical and procedural nature, which are intended to
take forward the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM),
one of the main instruments of cooperation between devel-
oped and developing countries under the Kyoto regime. The
CDM, which is a market mechanism facilitating transfer of
technology to developing countries for projects based on
sustainable development, had been making very slow pro-
gress because of the complexity of procedures and vague-
ness in respect of criteria such as “baseline”, “additionality”,
and afforestation. The institutional framework necessary at
the level of individual nations, certified agencies for mon-
itoring and approving CDM projects, and even carbon trad-
ing exchanges have all been put in place in the past few years.
However, not even half a dozen projects had gone through
the whole gamut of approval till now. Accelerated operation
of the CDM will be valuable to the global community in
forging the broadest possible political commitment to the
issue of climate change. The conference’s decision to exam-
ine the technological feasibility of ‘capturing’ carbon and
storing it underground as one method of mitigation of global
warming is also likely to widen the support base of the

UNFCC’s?génda.
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hergare twé seemingly obvious statements

I that have left their imprint on the con-

sciousness of the modern world. One is the
maxim of the Utilitarians which holds up “the
greatest good of the greatest number” as the test
for any public action and policy. The other is John
Maynard Keynes’s epigram which announces
that “in the long run we are all dead”. The deliber-
ations on climate change and global warming
seem to be caught in the contradiction embedded
in these two statements. Global warming caused
by increasing carbon emissions is a long-term
threat to planet earth. Many of the present inhab-
itants of the world may not be directly affected by
global warming, and therefore they can choose to
remain indifferent to what is a long-term and
long-drawn-out impact. The Utilitarian maxim
does not raise the question of time. Is it rational, it
might well be asked, to make sacrifices in the pres-
ent to achieve a collective good in the future? Yet
the entire debate concerning climate change
hinges on this question. The Kyoto Protocol,
which now lies in tatters, failed because there was
no agreement on the answer to this question. The
costs of cutting carbon emissions are huge but the
benefits are not immediate, although they are
far-reaching. '

In this context, the pessimism that enveloped
the global environment ministers’ meeting in
Montreal last week is understandable. The princi-
pal item on the agenda was the impiementation of
the Kyoto Protocol to which, it needs to be re-
called, the United States of America was not a sig-
natory. This remained a stumbling block in Mon-
treal as well despite an eloquent plea to save the
planet by the former US president, Mr Bill Clin-
ton. This should not, however, encourage votaries
of doom. For one thing, business houses seem to
be undergoing a change of heart and have shown
a willingness to look beyond their bottom line.
Representatives of leading multinational compa-
nies met the British prime minister, Mr Tony
Blair, to make the case that the G-8 rich-country
group should enter into a global carbon-trading
system. In the US, 100 cities and 24 states have
evolved methods to curb greenhouse gases. [t
would appear that away from governments, there
is an emerging consciousness among individuals
and corporations about the perils confronting hu-
mankind. The failure of Kyoto may be compergat-
ed by man’s innate sense of survival. g
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UN PACT TO NEGOTIATE EMISSION CUTS, /.~

Deal reached on

ﬁﬂ’ g d \7/

climate change

MONTREAL, Dec. 10. — A UN confer-
ence on global warming, working over-
time in snowy Montreal, ended early
today with a watershed agreement by
more than 150 nations -— an unwilling
USA not among them — to open talks on
mandatory post-2012 reductions in
greenhouse gases.

The Bush administration, which rejects
the emissions cutbacks of the current
Kyoto Protocol, accepted a second, weak-
er conference decision, agreeing to join
an exploratory global “dialogue” on
future steps to combat climate change.

That agreement specifically ruled out
“negotiations leading to new commit-
ments,” however,

The divergent tracks did little to close
the climate gap between Washington on

one side, and Europe, Japan and other

supporters of the Kyoto Protocol on the
other. But environmentalists welcomed
the plan to negotiate “second-phase”
emissions cuts. “The Kyoto Protocol is
alive and kicking,” said Ms Jennifer
Morgan of the World Wide Fund for
Nature. Before finally gaveling the two-
week conference to a close at 6:15 a.m.
conference president Ms Stephane Dion
told delegates: “What we have achieved
is no less than a map for the future, the
Montreal Action Plan.” But Ms Dion,
Canada’s énvironment minister, later
acknowledged to reporters, “I would

prefer to have the USA in Kyoto.” The
Montreal meeting was the first of the
annual climate conferences since the
Kyoto Protocol took effect last February,
mandating specific cutbacks in emissions
of carbon dioxide and five other gases by
2012 in 35 industrialised countries.

A broad scientific’ consensus agrees
that these gases accumulating in the
atmosphere, byproducts of automobile
engines, power plants and other fossil
fuel-burning industries, contributed sig-
nificantly to the past century’s global
temperature rise of 1 degree Fahrenheit

_ (0.7 degrees Celsius).Continued warmn-

ing is melting glaciers worldwide,
shrinking the Arctic ice cap and heating
up the oceans, raising sea levels, scien-
tists say. They predict major climate dis-
ruptions in coming decades.

The USA is the world’s biggest green-
house-gas emitter, and the Bill Clinton
administration was instrumental in
negotiating the treaty protocql initialed
in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan — a pact the
Senate subsequently refused to ratify.

When Mr Bush rejected Kyoto outright
after taking office in 2001, he said its
mandatory energy cuts would harm the
US economy, and he complained that
major developing countries -were not
covered. The protocol’s. language
required its 157 member nations by
2005 to begin talks on deeper emissions
cuts for the next phase.
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Delegates overjoyed
as climate talks take

Kyoto to next

~

ALISTERDOYLE ,
& DAVID FOGARTY 1"
MONTREAL | DECEMBER 10

ENVIRONMENT minis-
ters agreed on Saturday to a
road map to extend the Kyoto
Protocol climate pact beyond
2012, breaking two weeks of
deadlock at UN talks aimed
at curbing global warming.

Minutes after passing the
Kyoto resolution, ministers
also agreed to launch new,
open-ended world taiks on
ways to fight global warm-
ing, overcoming objections
by the United States, which
had resisted taking part in
broader discussions.

The Montreal meeting
had dragged on till nearly
dawn on Saturday, in part de-
layed by last-minute Russian
objections.

“This has been one of the
most productive UN climate
change conferences ever.
This plan sets the course for
future action on climate
change,” said Richard Kinley,
acting head of the UN Cli-
mate Change Secretariat.

Environment  activists
cheered, hugged and some
even cried after the delegates
passed what they saw as his-
toric decisions tackling cli-
mate change.
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Clinton steals show

MONTREAL: Iy animpas-
sioned speech, former US
President Bill Clinton told the
dimatetalks

hereon Fri-

daythatthe

Bushadmin-

istration'was

“Ratwrong”

torejectthe :
Kyotoaccord and said cutting
greenhouse gases was good
forbusinessand the planet.

*We know from every passing
year ..that if we Had a serious,
disciplined effort toapplyona
large scale existing deanen-
ergy and energy conservation
technologies that we could
meetand surpass the Kyoto
targetseasilyinawaythat _
would strengthen, not
weaken, our economies,” he
REUTERS

“There were many poten-
tial points when the world
could have given up due to
the tactics of the Bush adminis-
tration and others but it did
not,” said Jennifer Morgan, of
the WWE “We must count on’
this resolve moving forward to
bring the much deeper cuts in
emissions in order to avoid the
very devastating impacts of
climate change,” she said.

said;




150 nations agree to launch talks
on reducing greenhouse gases

Historic resolution passed amid emotional scenes; U.S. refuses to join dialégue L
v \/ i

MONTREAL: More than 150 coun-
tries agreed on Saturday to start
formal talks on mandatory re-
ductions in greenhouse gas
emissions beyond 2012, while
the United States has refused to
join the talks.

The administration of U.S.
President George W. Bush,
which rejects the Kyoto Protocol
requiring signatories to curb
greenhouse gas emissions, will
only participate in non-binding
talks.

Persisting gap

The two-track talks showed
that the gap between Washing-
ton on the one side, and Europe,
Japan and other supporters of
the Kyoto Protocol on the other,
still remains after two-week
talks during the U.N. climate
conference.

“These countries are willing
to take the leadership,” Swiss
delegate Bruno Oberle said, “But
they are not able to solve the
problem. We need the support of
the United States.”

Minutes after passing the
Kyoto resolution, Ministers also
agreed to launch new, open-end-
ed world talks on ways to fight
global warming, overcoming ob-
jections by the United States.

The Montreal meeting had
dragged on till nearly dawn on
Saturday, in part delayed by last-
minute Russian objections.

For its part, the U.S. accepted
only awatered-down proposal to
enter an exploratory global “dia-
logue” on future steps to combat
climate change. That proposal
specifically rules out “negotia-
tions leading to new commit-
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A MODERN NERO?: Activists of the environmental group, Energy Action, wearing masks act out U.S. President
George Bush fiddling while the planet burned, outside the United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Montreal on Friday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

ment.” Environment activists
cheered, hugged and some even
cried after the delegates passed
what they saw as historic deci-
sions tackling climate change.
“There were many potential

The Ful L

points at this meeting when the
world could have given up due to
the tactics of the Bush adminis-
tration and others but it did
not,” said Jennifer Morgan, cli-
mate change expert at WWF.

“And we must count on this
resolve moving forward to bring
the much deeper cuts in emis-
sions in order to avoid the devas-
tating impacts of climate
change,” she said. The Montreal

talks followed a twin track, one
pursuing negotiations to ad-
vance Kyoto and the other under
the broader U.N. Framework
Convention on Climate Conven-
tion. — Reuters



~ Worldwid

Montreal: Thousands of pro-

==:osters took to the streets in

cities worldwide to demand ur-
gent action on global warming
as delegates continued their
work at the climate change
conference to review and up-

+=wate the Kyoto Protocol.

Police said about 7,000 peo-
ple marched on Saturday in
downtown Montreal — some
dressed up as polar bears. Five
environmental groups, includ-
ing Greenpeace and the Cli-
mate Crisis Coalition, deliv-
ered a petition signed by
600,000 Americans to the US
consulate in Montreal urging
US President George W Bush

€
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Thousands march through

streets of Montreal as part of a

worldwide day of protest
against global warming

and the US Congress to help
slow global warming.
“We’re worried about cli-
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mate change, about ways of
life in the Canadian Arctic
disappearing,” said Sarah
Binder of Montreal’s Urban
Ecology Centre.

Organisers said 10,000 peo-
ple marched through London,
passing Prime Minister Tony
Blair's home on Downing
Street, where they delivered a
letter demanding the govern-
ment reaffirm its commitment
to Kyoto with legally binding
targets on emission reductions.

Chanting and blowing whis-
tles, the marchers denounced
Blair and Bush for their per-
ceived environmental failings.
Some held banners depicting

-

NOEEEN
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hrotests §§e limate controls

Bush as ‘Wanted — for crimes
against the planet’ and advis-
ing ‘Ditch Blair, not Kyoto.’

Canadian Inuit travelled to
Montreal from the isolated Arc-
tic north to join the protest
there. Indian leader Jose
Kusugak said he brought along
hunters, trappers and elders to
reassure them that people from
the south were not indifferent
to their plight.

Canada’s Environment Min-
ister Stephane Dion, who is
presiding over the 10-day UN
Climate Change Conference in
Montreal, also took part in the
march. Protests were expected
in 32 countries. arp
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Kyoto pr())/o

Montreal: The controversial Ky to pro-
tocol, aiming to cut greenhouse gas
emissions, became fully operational on
Wednesday after a UN climate confer-
ence here adopted the final rules. The 34
signatory countries—which do not in-
clude the US or Australia—
passed the final regulatory
measures by consensus at
the Montreal conference.

“The Kyoto protocol is
now fully operational. This
is an historic step,” said conference
chairman Stephane Dion, Canada’s en-
vironment minister.

Under the protocol, the 34 agree to
limit emissions of gases that cause glob-
al warming until 2012. The Montreal
conference is trying to set out prelimi-
nary plans to further cut emissions

CLIMATE
CHANGE

y\'\_! ‘ v ’)‘Y"{zv+ S
whefi the accord ends. -

Kyoto was negotiated in 1997 and for-
mally entered into force on February 16,
2005. However, it could not come into op-
eration until after the formal adoption
of the rulebook, which was drawn up
over the past four years. The
signatories hammered out a
mechanism for trading pollu-
tion rights.

The final rules also eased
pollution standards by allow-
ing countries to take into account car-
bon dioxide produced by growing
trees.A separate system setting out
sanctions for those who breach the pro-
tocol should be adopted before the 12-day
conference ends on December 9.

“I am absolutely confident that the

" compliance system will be adopted next

tocol comes into effect

'f week,” said Richard Kinley, acting head

of the United Nations climate change
secretariat. “Carbon now has a market
value. Under the clean development
mechanism, investing in projects that
provide sustainable development and re-
duce emissions makes sound business
sense,” Kinley said.

Under the scheme, developed coun-
tries can invest in other developed
countries, particularly in central and
eastern Europe, to earn carbon al-
lowances which they can use to meet
their emission reduction commitments
at home. Industrialised nations can al-

.80 invest in “sustainable development

projects” in developing countries to
earn extra pollution allowances. The
United States and Australia, have re-
fused to ratify the protocol. are



- the causes of the failure of Bt

A Disaster Called Bt Cotton

We need GM crops that
work for farmers

By SUMAN SAHAI

Just a few days ago, the government admit-
ted for the first time that Bt cotton had
indeed failed in parts of India. The agricul-
ture minister conceded in the Rajya Sabha
that Bt cotton had failed in Rajasthan and
Andhra Pradesh. He asked state govern-
ments in all cotton growing
regions to order an enquiry into
the quality of seeds available
to farmers and the spread of
spurious seeds.

At the same time, in Madhya
Pradesh, the governor has asked
the state government to find out

cotton and called for compensa-
tion to farmers. The Mahyco-
Monsanto and Rasi varieties of
Bt cotton have reportedly failed
inlarge parts of Madhya Pradesh
causing serious losses to farmers.
A report from Nimad district
states that Bt cotton is causing
allergic reactions in those coming
into contact with it and cattle
have perished near Bt cotton
fields in another district.

Reports of the failure of Bt cotton have
been coming in steadily after the harvest of
the first crop of 2002-03. Gene Campaign’s
study of the first Bt cotton harvest in
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra had
shown that 60% of the farmers who culti-
vated Bt cotton in these regions had
suffered such losses that they could not even
recover their investment.

Based on the Andhra government’s
report of Bt cotton failure, the state has
banned the sale of the Mahyco-Monsanto
varieties because it caused large scale losses
to farmers. Recently, a 20-member group of
NGOs conducted surveys in several cotton-
growing regions and found the seed had
failed to germinate in many places like
Tamil Nadu, so farmers had to buy expen-
sive seed twice or thrice to sow their crops.

o ® VW

In addition, wiit which started in Bt cotton
fields,-in Madhya Pradesh was found to
be gpreading. The reasons for this are not
yet known.

7 In addition to these reports came scientific
data that showed why the Bt cotton crop was
failing in India. The Central Institute for
Cotton Research (CICR), Nagpur, published
a paper to show that India’s Bt cotton tech-
nology is faulty and inadeguate to protect
the cotton crops where the major pest is the
bollworm. The Bt technology used here
was created for the US, to protect America’s

cotton crops against its major pest, the
tobacco budworm, not the bollworm.

According to the CICR study, poor Bt
cotton performance in India could be due to
the fact that in India, Bt cotton is produced
as hybrids, not true varieties, as in China,
Australia and South Africa. Indian regula-
tors must also answer why hybrids are
promoted, when they will force the farmer
to buy seeds for every new planting? Why
did the Genetic Engineering Approval
Committee (GEAC), the principal regulat-
ing authority, not take the decision that only
true breeding varieties of Bt cotton would
be permitted in India, not only because they
perform better but also because they would
be a cheaper option for farmers who could
save seeds for the next harvest?

Along with these developments is the
continuing spread of illegal Bt cotton

varieties which began with the appearance
of Navbharat 151 in Gujarat some years ago,
but which has since proliferated into a num-
ber of variants being bred in several parts.
of the country. Now, Bt cotton varieties,
are being sold which do not even contain;
the Bt gene. Farmers are being fooled by\
unscrupulous seed providers. No action has
been taken against them by the GEAC.

The GEAC has failed to check the problem
of illegal seeds; it refuses to answer queries
from the public or share information with
them. It has further refused to press for
compensation for losses suffered
by the farmers; instead, it has
continued to release a slew of
new Bt cotton varieties even
though it knows that the cultiva-
tion is taking place without
the implementation of the man-
dated insect refuge management
strategy that the GEAC itself
has prescribed.

Even as these issues remain
unaddressed, comes the report
that the GEAC has already
approved the first stage of tests
of the new Monsanto cotton,
Bollgard II which contains not
one Bt gene, as the older varieties,
but two. Monsanto has been
given permission for the final
field trials for Bollgard II, which
it boasts is 10 times better than the older
Bt cotton. Scientific papers in prestigious
journals have already pointed out that
the one gene Bt cotton and the two gene
Bt cotton cannot be cultivated in the same
region, they cannot coexist.

The Bt cotton saga has gone on long
enough, so has the obduracy of govern-
ment’s regulatory agencies and their anti-
farmer stance. What will it take to get a
policy on GM crops in this country that
work for the farmers, not against them?

If Bt cotton is a technology that could
benefit our farmers, it should be developed
for Indian conditions, farmers must be
adequately trained in the use of this
complex and alien technology and provi-
sions for compensation in the event of crop
failure must be rigorously enforced.

" The writer is convenor, Gene Campaign.
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Environmentalists to focus

on Kyoto Protocol -~
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Montreal meeting to discuss dangerous climate cha ge

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHE: Environmental organisa-
tions will argue for environmentally
effective implementation of the
Kyoto Protocol at the 11th Confer-
ence of Parties (COP 11) to the Unit-
ed Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) be-
ginning at Montreal this coming
Monday. They will insist on the
need for urgent negotiations to
agree on the next steps for ensuring
the much deeper cuts that would be
required to avoid dangerous climate
change.

The Framework Convention was
agreed at the Earth Summit in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992 and has
since been ratified by 189 countries
and the decisions that the govern-
ments, industry and civil society
make over the next decade or two
will be crucial, a Greenpeace spo-
kesperson said.

Temperature

Greenpeace and their colleagues
in the Climate Action Network will
call for limiting global mean tem-
perature rise to less than 2°C above
pre-industrial levels.

They have urged the parties to
develop the climate regime along
four parallel tracks including fur-
thering developing of Kyoto Proto-
col for the Second Commitment
Period (2013-2017) for fair, equita-
ble and economically beneficial
ways of involving newly industri-
alised countries in the process; to
facilitate introduction of low carbon

o The upcoming meeting will
review emissions reduction
targets

. Bid to mobilise international
rt to halt tropical
orestation

emitting technology in developing
countries; to mobilise local, region-
al and international support to halt
tropical deforestation; and take ac-
tion to upgrade adaptation efforts
internationally.

Relief agencies

This could be done by establish-
ing a Ministerial Working Party to
explore how to capture synergies
across relevant UN agencies, in-
ternational financial institutions,
disaster relief agencies, regional en-
vironmental and economic co-ordi-
nation entities; and to report with a
plan of action and to consult with
the UN Secretary General to ensure
the full and open co-operation of
UN bodies in this work, Greenpeace
has said.

The ultimate objective of the
Kyote Protocol is “stabilization” of
greenhouse gas concentrations in
the atmosphere at a level that
would prevent dangerous anthro-
pogenic interference with the cli-
mate system. Such a level should be
achieved within a time-frame suffi-
cient to allow ecosystems to adapt
naturally to climate change, to en-
sure that food production is not

threatened and to enable economic
development to proceed in a sus-
tainable manner.

The Kyoto Protocol specifies le-
gally binding targets and timetables
for reductions of greenhouse gases
by the developed countries,
amounting to a nominal 5% reduc-
tion of emissions by 2008-2012 rel-
ative to 1990 levels. It came into
force and became legally binding on
the Parties on February 16, 2005.

The Kyoto Protocol’s enforce-
ment marks the end of 10 years of
negotiation, and in practical terms
this means that the industrialised
countries that have ratified are now
legally bound by the targets they
agreed to back in December 1997 in
Kyoto. They must now get serious
about meeting those targets,
through domestic emissions reduc-
tion measures as well as through
the use of the various trading
mechanisms in the Protocol.

New evidence

The upcoming meeting in Mon-
treal will review emissions reduc-
tion targets for the second and
subsequent commitment periods.
The initial targets agreed in 1997
were only the first step and new
evidence underscores the urgency
of much deeper cuts in emissions in
the period after 2012. Industrial-
ised country parties must negotiate
on further emissions reduction tar-
gets under the Kyoto Protocol,
where the US and Australia cannot
block progress, the spokesperson
said.
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“Toxic slick near China ci

Harbin (China), Nov. 24
(Reuters): A toxic slick of pol-
luted river water reached the
outskirts of one of China’s
biggest cities today, nearly two
weeks after an explosion at a
petrochemical plant up-
stream.

China said the blast had
caused major pollution,
spilling benzene compounds
into the Songhua river from
which Harbin, capital of the
northeastern province of Hei-
longjiang, draws its drinking
water. Harbin is home to nine
million people, including
three million urban residents.

Local officials warned resi-
dents to be on the lookout for
symptoms of benzene poison-
ing.

In a sign of how the spill
has jarred national nerves
about widespread pollution,
Prime Minister Wen Jiabao is-
sued instructions demanding
safe drinking water be en-
sured. In Heilongjiang, gover-
nor Zhang Zuoji ordered hos-
pitals to brace for possible
cases of poisoning and prom-
ised to drink the first glass of
water from city taps once the
pollution passes.

According to initial esti-
mates, the explosion resulted
in 100 tonnes of benzene and
related products being re-
leased into the water, deputy
head of the state Environmen-
tal Protection Administra-
tion, Zhang Lijun, said.

A provincial government
spokesman said the 80-km
stretch of pollution passed
Harbin’s water supply inlet
early today and would flow be-
yond the city on Saturday.

Water supplies could re-
sume partially as early as Sun-
day, Xinhua said. Harbin’s
mayor, Shi Zhongxin, said the
water would at first be unsuit-
able for drinking.

Residents’ reactions

—_—_—
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The polluted waters of the Songhua river on the outskirts of
Harbin, China. (Reuters)

ranged from stoic acceptance
to anxiety, but there were few
signs of panic in Harbin,
where most residents contin-
ued to work and shops and
restaurants remained open.
“It’s worrying, because it
may not have a strong smell or
colour, so you can't tell when
it’s gone,” said Hong Shan, a
retired official exercising be-
side the river. “It’s up to the

government to keep us in-
formed. We can’t tell our-
selves.”

Commentators in Beijing
and further afield condemned
the “lies” told before the au-
thorities revealed what had re-
ally happened. A paper in
Harbin itself tried to play
down the crisis.

Farmers in surrounding
areas mostly said they draw

N -

water from wells, and So were
not panicked by the spill.

“We've stored up enough
water to get by, but I don't
know if this pollution can
seep into the underground
water,” said Gao Erling, from
Sifangtai village near Harbin.

The explosion took place at
a chemicals plant in neigh-
bouring Jilin province about
370 km from Harbin on No-
vember 13.

The plant was only a few
hundred metres from the
Songhua river, but at the time
officials there warned only of
air and ground contamina-
tion, not water pollution.

Across China today, a blast
shook a chemical factory in
the southwestern province of
Sichuan, killing one person,
injuring three and raising
fears of benzene contamina-
tion in the nearby town of
Danjiang, Xinhua news
agency reported.

The Jilin plant, Jilin Petro-
Chemical Co., had insisted it
was not responsible for the
pollution, state media said.
But the deputy general man-
ager of China National Petro-
leum Corp., Jilin PetroChemi-
cal’s parent company, apolo-
gised to Harbin residents.

Russia worry

Russia’s environmental pro-
tection agency said it was wor-
ried the pollution might affect
drinking water in its
Khabarovsk region, which the
Songhua enters several hun-
dred kilometres downstream
from Harbin.

q/g W

sColourless, highly
flammable liquid distitled
from petroleum

sUsed as a cleaning
agent, solvent, in dyes
and paints

eLethal to humans
exposed to it in
high levels

sChronic exposure leads
to degeneration of bone
marrow and leukaemia

The state Environmental
Protection Administration's
Zhang rejected accusations
that the local authorities had
waited too long before telling
residents or Russia about the
pollution.

“The water will still flow
through Heilongjiang for an-
other 14 days” before reaching
Russia, Zhang said.




s

Kyoto holds the key .~

Environment groups are alarmed at the conflicting
signals Tony Blair has been giving on climate

change.
Tony Juniper

'\1\\4’\
EXT WEEK 10,000 people will
start to gather in Montreal for what

are expected to be the most important

climate change negotiations since the

agreement of the Kyoto protocol in 1997

(United Nations Climate Change Con-

ference, Montreal, November 28 to De-

cember 9). Put simply, the scientific
consensus is that only a small window of
opportunity remains to avoid dangerous
climate change. If Governments can take
sufficient action to cut emissions within

a decade or so, then there is a chance of

avoiding going above the two degrees

centigrade of global warming that could
make climate change unstoppable, caus-

ing massive economic damage and mil-

lions of deaths. The Montreal talks,

which will seek to set a framework for
what happens after the first phase of the

Kyoto agreement runs out in 2012, will

be the key to determining the future for

alllife on earth.

But because of conflicting signals giv-
en to different audiences during the past
few months, the role played by the Brit-
ish Prime Minister leaves campaigners
worldwide deeply alarmed. Tony Blair,
who has helped to move climate change
to the top of the international agenda,
has enormous influence. What he says
will shape how these talks go. This is why
green groups have been so utterly ap-
palled at some of the things he has said in
recent months.

Two months ago, Mr. Blair dropped a
bombshell. While on a platform with
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
in New York, he was asked what he
thought about climate change. His re-
sponse departed from the long-standing
EU targets-led position and lurched to-
ward the U.S. view.

“I would say probably I'm changing
my thinking about this,” Mr. Blair said.
“The truth is that no country is going to
cut its growth or consumption substan-
tially in the light of a long-term envi-
ronmental problem. What countries are
prepared to do is to try to work together
cooperatively to deal with this problem
in a way that allows us to develop the
science and technology in a beneficial
way.” He added: “I don't think people are
going — at least in the short term — to
start negotiating another major treaty
like Kyoto.”

His expression of doubt about the po-
litical viability of firm pollution reduc-
tion targets clashed with the policies
being expressed by his own Ministers.
The George W. Bush-led “kill Kyoto”
campaign and the coterie of climate
change deniers seized on his words with
joy. And then, earlier this month, he
again set out his views. Once more, he
highlighted the false choice between de-
velopment and the environment, saying
that a more “sensitive and flexible”
framework {than Kyoto] was needed.

Last weekend, havingbeen hammered
by environment groups and govern-
ments around the world, Mr. Blair shift-
ed his emphasis again, once more
claiming a commitment to legally-bind-
ing targets. Many people will only be-
lieve him, however, if that is a consistent

Y@f \
message— not only in his prepared
speeches, but when he expresses his own
opinion and in his dealings with Mr.
Bush.

Mr. Blair dug the hole deeper still
when he told Britislr Parliament last
week that “the Kyoto protocol expires in
2012,” when in fact that year marks only
the end of the first commitment period.
Montreal will need to negotiate what
cuts come next, and if he is saying that
the Kyoto process will expire, he is un-
dermining the prospects for success.

Yet no one doubts that climate change
is clearly the one environmental issue
that has consistently been on Mr. Blair’s
international agenda. Shortly after mov-
ing into Downing Street, and a few
months before the Kyoto meeting, he
observed that: “At Kyoto, industrial
countries must agree legally binding tar-
gets for significant reductions in green-
house gas emissions during the first
decade of the next century ... We in Eu-
rope have put our cards on the table. It is
time for the special pleading to stop and
for others to follow suit.” Bold words —
including a clear rebuff to those in the
U.S. who either refused to act or denied
that there was a problem.

In the end, the industrialised coun-
tries agreed in Kyoto to modest cuts to
their own greenhouse gas pollution. The
compliance period would be between
2008 and 2012. Countries would average
their emissions over that period so as to
iron out any annual anomalies and
would in the interim come back and ne-
gotiate what cuts would need to follow.
Britain was justifiably proud. The plan
was that we would build on this track
record in the run-up to Montreal.

What happens now? We need Mr.
Blair to back the European Union dele-
gation going to Montreal with a strong
and clear statement about the impor-
tance of legally-binding targets, with or
without the U.S., and the need to come
away from Montreal with at least a proc-
ess for working out what those targets
will be. The outcome in Montreal will be
determined by some 10,000 official par-
ticipants, representing 190 national gov-
ernment delegations as well as
environmental groups, including the in-
ternational networks of Friends of the
Earth, WWF and Greenpeace.

Kyoto is insufficient and has many
faults. But at least there is a basis for
moving forward. It sets some modest
targets and broadly states the rules for
meeting them. It was a monumental ef-
fort to negotiate it, another great heave
to get it ratified by sufficient countries to
bring it into force earlier this year. These
talks will be very delicate, as in Kyoto.
But now there is a heightened sense of
urgency. Climate change science is send-
ing ever more dire and desperate warn-
ings about how long we have to take
action. Given that the world is nowonan
ecological knife-edge, it is vital that the
right signals are sent in advance of the
Montreal talks. If politicians do not get it
right, then the world may well be con-
demned to climate chaos. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2005

(Tony Juniper is director of Friends
of the Earth,)
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turned to the minister of state for
external affairs, Mr E Ahmad, repre-
senting India at the conference, and
made an emotional appeal for peace
between the two countries: “I will
specially single out the Indian repre-
sentative sifting in our midst today.
Thank you very much for coming.”
“Knowing very well an Indian del-
cgate is sitting here... (I say) the quake
has created a uniquc feeling of toget-
herness, an urge to help each other.
Against the backdrop of Pakistan’s Let success and happiness emerge
stated policy that all of Kashmir from the ruins of this catastrophe, for
should be part of that country, Gen. Making India-Pakistan ties an the devastated people of Kashmir, let
Musharraf’s urging was construed impgrtant component of his keynote this be the: Indian dopation to
by observers in Delhi as 4 nudge to  addré$s to the international donors’ Kashmir,” he teid-the meet attended
India, and a very public and not very meet here to mobilise funds for by UN Secretary-General Mr Kofi
diplomatic one at that, to “donate” or  reconstruction of quake-hit areas of ~Annan. He also asked for corrugated
give up its claim over Kashmir. Pakistan and PoK, Gen. Musharraf sheets from India’s steel industry.

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 19. — Appreci-
ating India for helping Pakistan in
earthquake relicf efforts by providing
tents, blankets and food, President
Pervez Musharraf today said the
tragedy had offered an “opportunity
of a lifetime” to both countries to
resolve the Kashmir issue “once
(and) for ali”. This could be Delhi’s
“donation to Kashmir”, he added.
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Buried alive, an entire g

MUZAFFARABAD

‘’m PM of a
graveyard’:
He governs
from a tent

AAMIRASHRAF
MUZAFFARABAD, OCTOBER 10

SIKANDER HayatKhan surveys his
ruined capital from a tent where he has
slept since a weekend earthquake de-
stroyed towns and villages across Pak-
istani Kashmir.

Critics say the “Prime Minister” of
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, is little more
than Islamabad’s puppet, but that doesn’t
lessen Khan’s sense of responsibility for
his people in the aftermath of the cata-
strophe. “It’s the biggest natural disaster.
It has totally paralysed Kashmir,” he says
in the tent on the lawn of his official resi-
dence in the small city of Muzaffarabad.
“For the first two days we have been ei-
ther digging ground to recover bodies or
digging to bury them...Kashmir has
turned into a graveyard.” Khan’s aides
persuaded him to abandon the residence
incase it collapsed around him.

. Khan welcomed India’s offers of heip
as a positive sign for the peace process
with Pakistan. However, his distrust is in-
tact, “They offered us help on humani-

tarian grounds and I hope that there |

should be no politics in it,” Khan said.
Muzaffarabad, a city of 100,000, is
without power, without water, and food is
getting scarce. The sewerage system was
ruptured by the quake. “We are fearing
epidemic diseases if the situation remains
unchanged. Water is polluted, bodies are
still under debris, we are trying to control
the situation but the magnitude of disaster
is very great, so we are unable to do it
quickly.” Khan reckoned it would take
up to six months to complete rescue and
relief work. Reuters

MUZAFF

NAVEED AHMAD
GARHIHABIBULLAH,
OCTOBER 10

FROM the suburbs of
Abbotabad to anywhere to-
wards the north and north-
west, graves are being dug
and janaza prayers of-
fered—from Mansehra to
the range of Chilas, towns
like this one have run out of
latha, the cotton cloth used
for shrouds.

“Send some cotton latha
so that we could bury our
dead with respect,” says
Samandar Khan, an elderly
Mansehra resident. “Loved
ones have been buried in
blankets, bed sheets, even
in the clothes they died in.

. C‘I\ESS

AFP/PTI

In Garhi Habibullah, the
rubble of the Government
Gitls’ Secondary School is
yet to be photographed. No
one came to offer condo-
lences or to make promises
of early rescue operations
for their trapped loved
one—no one except for a
lone military helicopter hov-
ering overhead, many hun-
dred feet highin the sky.

At the ruins of the girls’
school, beneath whose rub-
ble at least 400 students
and teachers lie buried, a
local contractor’s broken-
down bulldozer at the
mouth of the debris sits
blocking the manual evac-
uation of the rubble.

On Saturday, an entire

ISLAMABAD

“TWO of the classmates with us
died. The other one lost her leg,”
10-year-old Ifsan weeps as she is
carried out on a makeshift
stretcher, wrapped up in a filthy
brown blanket. The two days she
survived under the school’swreck-
ageseemednevertoend.

She was one of four friends
trapped when Saturday’s earth-
quake brought the Birani school
in the northwestern town of Bal-
akot crashing to the ground in a
pile of twisted rubble. Today, she
was carried out of a car to a field
hospital set up on open ground in
Mansehra, the nearest major city.

Rani said she and her class-
mates did not know what had hap-
pened when the 7.6 magnitude
quake flattened the building. “For
along time, we didn’t realise there
had been an earthquake. Only
later when we were talking to each
other we worked out what had
happened,” she said.

Rani said her dress was trapped
by the rubble and she tore it off to
free herself. For around 48 hours,
she had nothing to eat or drink.

On Monday morning, she and
her surviving friend were finally
rescued by their teacher, who was
among hundreds of townspeople
who had refused to stop trying to
dig them out of the rubble.

Witnesses said a stream of heav-
ily-bandaged children suffering se-
vere injuries were also brought to
the hospital, including some who

MUZAFFARABAD

had lost their eyes.
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’ . a single family there

Their story was one I h adfO lli" kZdS t £ (ippé’ d that has not suffered,”
small moment of hope . s he added:

in an otherwise tragic in t h e madar Sl d eb FAY Time is quickly run-

panorama in Balakot ’ ning out for whatever

and elsewhere, where ? survivors are still

the smell of death is rob- w a S a 0 ® alive after Saturday’s

of hope.

BALAKOT ;

two-storey block—which
housed some 350 girls—was
razed amid huge clouds of
dust. Five classrooms filled
with students and teachers
disappeared in a matter of

bing desperate parents
Pakistan’s military
spokesman today said the quake
had wiped out a whole generation
in the worst-hit areas — the worst
affected here were schoolchildren.
“It is a whole generation that
has been lost in the worst affected
areas. The maximum number af-
fected was schoolchildren,” Ma-
jor-General Shaukat Sultan said.

From THE NEWS

less than a minute.

School watchman Syed
Zakir Hussain said he had
never felt so helpless in his

“Rescuers are pulling out dead
children in Muzaffarabad (capital
of PoK) but there is no one to
claim the bodies which shows their
parents are dead,” Sultan said.
“Rawalakot has been destroyed.
Muzaffarabad is 70 per cent de-
stroyed. There is not a single
house in Muzaffarabad which has
not suffered damage. There is not

In Mansehra, they ve run out of shrouds

quake. In Balakot,
two schools and a madarsa were
toppled, with nearly 1,000 stu-
dents thought to be buried. “I
had four children who are
trapped in here,” cried 60-year-
old Mohammad Yusuf, pointing
to the wreckage of another
school that collapsed with hun-
dreds of students inside.

“Whatshall Ido?”

He could hear his daugh-
ter crying, “Abbu, Abbu,”
_ which gave him an idea
where to dig through to res-
cue her. Others joined in
and the child was finally res-
cued unharmed.

But not every parent was
so lucky. Rain set in later in
the day, hampering the local
self-help relief effort. The
men managed to rescue six
girls and a teacher, and re-
trieved 135 crushed bodies.

“We try to work with our
bare hands and dig holes in

whole life. “One of my
daughters had escaped
while the other, Maria, was
under the debris and I had
no way to rescue her,” he
recounts.

the concrete slabs to find the
dead or living,” says Ismail.
“Above all, the fear of death
revives with every tremor,”
says Ismail, breaking off to
murmur a prayer.

Frantic
search as
time runs

out for
survivors

ROBERT BIRSEL
MUZAFFARABAD, OCT 10

RESCUERS searched
frantically for survivors as the
death toll in Pakistan climbed
over 20,000 and officials said
thousands more bodies could
be in the rubble.

The US military in neigh-
bouring Afghanistan said it
was diverting eight heli-
copters being used in the war
against Islamic militants to
assist with emergency opera-
tions as offers of aid poured
in from around the world.

Officials in North West
Frontier Province and Pak-
istani Kashmir say the final
death toll could be close to
40,000. There was still no

ISLAMABAD

medical attention for many
of the more than 40,000 in-
jured by the quake. In
Muzaffarabad, almost 700
people are known to have
been killed.

Many survivors have com-
plained about the slow re-
sponse of emergency services
stretched by the worst natural
disaster in Pakistan’s recent
history. “Most are cursing the
government for still not pro-
viding proper attention and
we agree with their feelings,”
said Ayub, among a group of
about 120 medical students
who set up acamp here.

Another doctor, Khalid
Querishi, had set up several -
charpoys in the open to treat
the injured. “Save these peo-
ple from secondary infec-
tion,” he said. “The only solu-
tion is to move them from
here because after a while the
stench of these dead bodies
will become unbearable and
infectious. Reuters
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Climate change talks

open a

w front

,\,'\.’\l% won Nt Wt
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Setting targets or developing cleaner technology is an issue

DAVID ADAM

RITISH OFFICIALS

opened a new front in

the fight against cli-

mate change on Tues-
day, with a two-day conference
of environment ministers in
London triggering weeks of in-
tense discussions on how to
bring the developing economies
of Asia into efforts to tackle glob-
al warming.

Experts fear countries such as
China and India, which are ex-
empt from pollution caps under
the Kyoto protocol, could derail
attempts to reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions.

Both countries say they take
the threat of climate change se-
riously, but they are keen to use
abundant coal stocks to feed the
energy demands of their boom-
ing economies.

China’s plans

China plans to build a new
coal-fired power station a week
and will overtake the U.S. as the
world’s largest carbon dioxide
emitter by 2025.

The London conference
comes ahead of critical talks lat-
er this month intended to tackle
the growing threat of climate
change.

Speaking before the meeting,
the UK. environment secretary,
Margaret Beckett, said partner-
ships to develop new technology
that would allow developing
countries to burn their vast
stocks of coal more cleanly were
the best way to get them to coop-
erate in efforts to tackle climate
change.

“We want something on
which the whole world commu-
nity can agree and which will

o China, India keen fo use
coal stocks to feed
energy demands

« China, India exempted
from poliution caps may
derall-attempts to
reduce CO, emissions

o By storing carbon
poliution underground,
emissions can be
reduced by up to 90
per-cent

bring success in cutting emis-
sions. There are all sorts of ideas
about what that might
constitute.”

Later this month the focus
will switch to Montreal and cru-
cial negotiations over what
should succeed the Kyoto proto-
col. Ms Beckett warned that a
rush towards a new treaty aimed
at curbing global warming could
do more harm than good.

Very nervous and worried

Prime minister Blair said after
yesterday’s meeting that talk of
specific frameworks and targets
made people “very nervous and
very worried.”

“People fear some external
force is going to impose some
internal target on you which is
going to restrict your economic
growth,” he said. “I think in the
world after 2012 we need to find
a better, more sensitive set of
mechanisms to deal with this
problem.”

The U.S. has refused to sign up
to emission reduction targets
such as those in the Kyoto proto-
col because it says caps on ener-
gy use would damage its

)

economy. The informal meeting
brings together ministers from
20 countries as a follow-up to
the G8 summit earlier this year,
which emphasised the impor-
tance of climate-friendly tech-
nologies such as clean coal,
nuclear power and renewabies.

Tackling change

It comes in the build-up to the
U.N. talks in Montreal later this
month, which will address how
the wider international commu-
nity should tackle climate
change when the Kyoto protocol
expires in 2012,

Ms Beckett said there was
mounting evidence that climate
change was an urgent problem,
including warming oceans,
shrinking Arctic ice coverage
andstronger hurricanes over the
last 30 years.

She admitted there had been
“a serious divide” in recent years
about whether the solution to
climate change was through set-
ting targets or developing tech-

- nology.

“This is clearly a false divide.
Technology is essential to make
the transition to a low carbon
economy, and targets or goals or
objectives set by country or sec-
tor or internationally have a vital
role to play in driving forward
that progress.”

Campaigners’ accusation

She also insisted that the U.X.
government had not changed its
position on the best way to ad-
dress climate change. Environ-
mental  campaigners  have
accused Tony Blair of downplay-
ing the impact of the Kyoto pro-
tocol in recent weeks.

Mr Blair has also expressed
doubts about whether there will
be a follow-up treaty that sets

o

mandatory, binding targets on
greenhouse gas emissions.

At a summit organised by Bill
Clinton in New York, Mr Blair
admitted he was “changing his
thinking” on whether interna-
tional treaties were the best
approach.

Norman Baker, the Liberal
Democrat environment spokes-
man, said: “Mr Blair cannot
claim to take the environment
seriously unless he secures an
agreement from the G8 that
mandatory national targets are
essential to progress.

It is all very well for the gov-
ernment to trumpet the merits
of technology in reducing carbon
emissions. But it simply isn’t
enough. We need robust, mea-
surable targets - not just vague
aspirations.”

An alternative way

The U.S. and the EU have had
discussions with India and Chi-
na on finding and transferring |
clean technology as an alterna-
tive way to bring emissions
down. Central is the idea that
carbon pollution could be stored
underground, keeping it away
from the atmosphere.

The concept — also called car-
bon sequestration — has become
popular with politicians, who
see it as a way to carry on burn-
ing fossil fuels, and environmen-
talists, who view it as a way to
prevent the building of new nu-
clear power stations.

In theory it could reduce
emissions by up to 90 per cent
without restricting fossil fuel
use, but experts say a viable
large-scale system could be dec-
ades away.©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2005
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90 killed as floods wash away\/train in A.P.

"

TRAGEDY IN

NALGONDA DISTRICT: Bogies of the Secunderabad-bound train which were swept away in flash floods at Velligonda in Andhra

Pradesh on Saturday. ~ PHOTO: NAGARA GOPAL

Andhra Pradesh Bureau

HYDERABAD: In the worst-ever
train disaster in Andhra Pradesh
in recent memory, at least 90
people were killed and over 100
injured when many bogies ofa
Secunderabad-bound passenger
train were washed away in a
flash flood at Valigonda, about
80 km from here, in the wee
hours of Saturday.

Survivors said at least 150 of
the 1,000 persons travelling in
the Repalle-Secunderabad Delta
Fast Passenger would have died

— either crushed in the mangled
compartments or washed away
in the floods. Thomas Varghese,
who is holding additional charge
of South Central Railway, told
The Hindu that the death toll
might go up once bodies trapped
inside the bogies were
extricated.

The accident occurred at 4.25
a.m., barely 10 minutes after the
No. 415 Delta Fast Passenger
steamed out of the Ramannapet
station in Nalgonda district in
pouring rain. The engine, which
was hauling 17 compartments,
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had to cross a small culvert over
which some trains had passed
earlier. Several irrigation tanks
breached their banks and flood-
ed the six-metre-wide culvert
whose embankments caved in
for 120 metres, leaving the
tracks dangling.

The engine along with four
sleeper and three unreserved
coaches plunged into the raging

waters and lay in a tangled heap -

of steel with muddy waters swir-
ling around. The able-bodied
managed to climb to the roof of
the bogies.

Engine driver D. Samuel was
killed instantly. Assistant driver
D. Srinivasa Rao, survived. “I
was shocked to see the rails float-
ing on waters from a distance.
Even before Samuel could react,
the tragedy struck,” he said

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy,
asked officials to seek the assist-
ance of the Army, the Air Force
and the Navy even as a relief van
of the railways rushed doctors to
the spot. Soon the Army, with
the help of two IAF helicopters,
took over the rescue operations.

Using gas cutters, the armymen
ripped open the compartments
and retrieved many bodies.

After visiting the scene of dev-
astation along with Dr. Reddy,
Union Minister of State for Rail-
ways R. Velu announced that, for
the first time ever, at least one
family member of each of those
killed would be provided em-
ployment in the Railways. Be-
sides, their kin would be paid
ex-gratia of Rs. One lakh imme- |
diately in addition to Rs. four |
lakhs from the Railway Safety
Fund.




Mumbai came to a halt after a day’s

heavy downpour

umbai, Kolkata, B'lore,

Ploughing through a water-
logged Kolkata street

Flights, trains in disarray;
Army called, I-T raids oft

G.C. Shekhar
Chennali, October 27

FIRST MUMBALI then Kolkata, Ban-
valore and now Chennai. Rains have
paralysed life in yet another metro.
On Thursday, roads turned into
rivers, subways into underground
tanks. International flights were di-
verted and domestic flights delayed.
Even the Income-Tax Department,
which had raided half a dozen film
personalities, including A.R. Reh-
man, on Wednesday, was forced to
postpone its follow-up operations.
The army was called out to evacu-
ate people trapped in low-lying areas,
especially suburbs like Velachery,
Madipakkam and Nandanallur.

“About 50,000 people have been evac-
nated from low-lving areas”, said
Tamil Nadu chief minister Jay-
alalithaa. “In many places, power has
been switched off to prevent death
from electrocution”.

Between 8 am on Wednesday and 8
am on Thursday, Chennai received 27
cm of rain. Of this, 21 cm were dum-
ped in five hours between 1 am and 6
am on Thursday, leading to extensive
flooding of the city, said G. Ramanan
of the Chennai met office. Other par-
ts of Tamil Nadu also reeled under
incessant rainfall, with the Cauvery
being flooded — an almost unheard-
of phenomenon.

In Visakhapatnam, the airport was
closed for the 14th consecutive day de-

spite the fact that it had been declared
reopened on Wednesday.

Met officials have predicted more
rain in the region over the next two
days as a severe depression over the
Bay of Bengal moved close to the
Andhra Pradesh coast. It is likely to
cross the coast between Chennai and
Ongole (AP) on Friday morning.

Gales are likely toreach speeds of 60-
70 kph off south coastal Andhra and 50-
60 kph off north-coastal Andhra.

Sudhakar Rao, director, Hyderabad
met office, said the rain being seen in
parts of South India was normal. “It’s
wrong to call it erratic. By compari-
son with earlier years, when there
was scanty rainfall, this would appear
unusual but this is normal rainfall.”
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India’s Silicon Valley, Bangalore, wé.é
found short of infrastructure

ALL BECAUSE OF TH
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EVACUATED in FOOD PACKETS
Chennai distributed

Why the rain

W Retreating monsoon

= Global warming too .

could be factor

o,

DEPRESSION
it lay centred 300 km
south-east of Chennai
on Thursday morning

Wettest October in 49 years
Avg. ann. rainfall: 97 em, This season: 143 ¢

Map: SANJAY KAPOOR
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in past 24 hours S India in Oct

WORST-HIT

Tamil Nadu. Many parts of Chennai
were inundated, cut off

BEING CM IS NO HELP

Rains didn't spare Jayalalithaa’s
Poes Garden residence. Compound
and road in front were waterlogged
NO-FLIGHT ZONE

Airport in Visakhapatnam
remained closed for 14th day

NOT OVER YET

More rains have been predicted in
the region over next two days

ON FRIDAY

Depression over Bay of Bengal
likely to cross coast between
Chennai and Ongole (AP)

Chennai

Chennai shuts down as city struggles to
cope with incessant rain

Drizzle in city,
stormin Orissa

HT Correspondent
Kotkata, October 27

THE RAIN will resume on Friday but
will be light, at worst moderate, and
last only till Saturday. Instead, the
weather will be at its worst in Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, coastal Bengal
and Orissa with the depression over
the Bay of Bengal having intensified
and started to move in a west-north-
westerly direction.

According to K.K. Chakraborty, di-
rector-general of the met office at Ali-
pore, “The depression is how around
150 km from Chennai. There is going
to be light rainfall in Kolkata”. The
weather over the city is likely to be
partly cloudy, with possibilities of one
or two spells of rain or thundershow-
ers in some areas, he added.
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U.S. forging a partnership of expediency?

Sudha Mahalingam

N AN average, each American ex-

pends as much primary energy as 26

Indians and as much petroleum as 40

Indians. Despite the disparity, both
countries have made common cause in the name
of energy security to come together in a new
coalition, the Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean
Development & Climate, widely viewed as a U.S.
response to the Kyoto Protocol. The partners of
this new initiative met in Tokyo last week to
flesh out the preliminary details of the frame-
work set out in the launch meeting held in Laos,
last August. But the Tokyo meeting yielded
nothing conclusive since the partners failed to
reach a consensus on the roadmap to be fol-
lowed.

The six-country Partnership focusses on “the
importance of the development agenda in con-
sidering any climate change approach” and thus
signals a deviation from the Kyoto agenda. The
Partnership has some strange bedfellows — Chi-
na and India, two of the world’s most populous
nations requiring abundant quantities of energy
to fuel their development, in addition to Austra-
lia, Japan, and South Korea. The group is led by
the U.S. itself, a huge energy guzzler and the
world’s biggest polluter, accounting for 36.1 per
cent of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
The U.S. had elected not to join the Kyoto Proto-
col, citing non-inclusion of the three large devel-
oping countries — China, India, and Brazil — in
the first commitment round of 2008-12. Austra-
lia, which emits 2.1 per cent of global GHG, is a
signatory to Kyoto but has not ratified the Proto-
col and as such is not subject to commitments.
Of the other four Kyoto signatories in the Part-
nership, only Japan, with 8.5 per cent of global
GHG emissions, is subject to emission reduction
targets during the first commitment period.

The timing of the launch of the Partnership is
curious. Parleys are about to begin on the second
Kyoto commitment phase. The European Union
and other members were hoping to persuade the

CARTOONSCAPE

The six-country Asia Pacific Partnership on

Clean Development & Climate has putx

paid to any hopes of getting the U.S,~* ﬁa (
oY wQ

into the Kyoto Protocol.

U.S. to chip in. After all, without the U.S,, the
Kyoto Protocol is not really effective. Roping in
the U.S. might have meant imposing commit-
ments on China and India as well. But the Part-
nership seems to have put paid to any hopes of
getting the U.S. into Kyoto. Worse, now there are
fears that the U.S. may effectively lure China and
India away with promises of technology transfer
for clean development. No wonder there are
fears that the Partnership has severely weak-
ened Kyoto and its objectives.

However, the mission statement put out by
the Partnership strenuously protests that the
new coalition “will complement, not replace, the
Kyoto Protocol.” Yet there are several areas of
unease, A perusal of the mission statement
makes is abundantly clear that the focus of the
Partnership is on energy technologies partic-
ularly suited to the “resource endowments” of
the member countries. It says, “The Partnership
will collaborate to promote and create an en-
abling environment for the development, diffu-
sion, deployment and transfer of existing and
emerging cost-effective, cleaner technologies
and practices through concrete and substantial
co-operation so as to achieve practical results.
Areas for collaboration may include, but {are]
not limited to: energy efficiency, clean coal, in-
tegrated gasification combined cycle, liquefied
natural gas, carbon capture and storage, com-
bined heat and power, methane capture and use,
civilian nuclear power, geothermal, rural/village
energy systems, advanced transportation, build-
ing and home construction and operation, bio-
energy, agriculture and forestry, hydropower,
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windpower, solar power and other renewables!

Prima facie, the objectives of the Partnershi
may seem to endorse most of the things that
Kyoto sets out to achieve, but there are some
material areas of departure too. First, unlike
Kyoto, the Partnership is envisaged as a loose,
non-binding coalition without any firm commit-
ments or targets. Kyoto, on the other hand, has
put in place a very complex mechanism to pre-
scribe, measure, and enforce binding targets.
U.S. Deputy Secretary Robert Zoellick empha-
sised the role of “mutual interests and incen-
tives” in making the coalition work. In response
to a question at a press conference held to an-
nounce the launch of the Partnership, Mr. Zoel-
lick said, “One can’t just command other parties
to do things. You can try, but it’s not going to be
effective, so you need to try to develop interests
and incentives.”

Secondly, unlike Kyoto, the Partnership is for-
ward-looking — that is, only future greenhouse
gas emissions come under its purview, as it were.
Kyoto requires its rich members to bring down
their GHG emissions by 5.2 per cent below 1990
levels because it is premised on the belief that
global warming cannot be arrested without un-
doing past damage alongside containment of fu-
ture emissions. Also, unlike Kyoto, the
Partnership does not envisage setting up a sub-
stantial corpus fund since members are expect-
ed to work out the terms of technology transfer
bilaterally. Bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion for appropriate technologies is envisaged to
be voluntary. Each country procures whatever
technology it needs, on the basis of its relative

MHE sTiLL RUNS THE
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bargaining strength within the forum. And final-
ly, the Partnership initiative makes a radical
departure from Kyoto inasmuch as it includes
nuclear power within the scope of the initiative.

Coming on the heels of the Indo-U.S. nuclear
deal, the Partnership initiative is viewed with
suspicion by critics of nuclear power. Despite its
zero-emission, nuclear power has never been
viewed as a clean source of energy because of the
huge problems associated with waste disposal,
decommissioning, and safety aspects. Kyoto’s
decision to keep nuclear power out of the list of
clean energy sources was an acknowledgement
of these factors. Yet, the Partnership not only
emphasises the role of nuclear power in a future
energy paradigm, but the U.S,, its initiator, leads
the way.

Nuclear option

Not having built a single atomic reactor for
power production in the last 25 years, the U.S. is
now reviewing the nuclear power option, thanks
to spiralling natural gas prices at Henry Hub,
which now quote well above $12/mmbtu. Simul-
taneously, the U.S. is also scouting around for
markets for nuclear reactors being built by
Westinghouse, the U.S.-based manufacturer of
pressurised heavy water reactors. China is plan-
ning to build 32 new nuclear reactors over the
next 15 years to add 32,000 megawatts of nuclear
power capacity. Last year, Vice-President Dick
Cheney was in China making a pitch for Westin-
ghouse reactors. Until recently, U.S.-based firms
were not allowed to build reactors in China, but
those curbs are being eased and Beijing has also
evinced an interest in these reactors.

As for India, the details of the Indo-U.S. nucle-
ar deal are being worked out. India will need
more reactors, and that too quickly, if it is to add
the anticipated 20,000 megawatts of capacity
from nuclear power. That India presents an at-
tractive market for nuclear reactors appears to
be too much of a coincidence.

For Japan, which imports more than 80 per
cent of its hydrocarbon requirements, nuclear
power offers respite from import dependence at
least for electricity generation. Therefore, since
1973, Japan has made development of nuclear
power a strategic objective. Currently, it has 55
reactors with a total of 48,000 megawatts of
capacity and is in the process of building many
more. It has a fairly well-developed fuel-cycle
industry and requires to import only natural
uranium for its needs. Similarly, South Korea
also generates 38 per cent of its electricity from
20 nuclear reactors and has made expansion of
nuclear capacity a national priority.

Australia’s inclusion in the Partnership is per-
haps more than fortuitous. After all, Australia
has the world’s largest reserves of uranium, ac-
counting for 30 per cent of global reserves. At
$40 a kg, Australian uranium is among the
cheapest in the world. Currently Australia oper-
ates three mines to supply a fifth of global con-
sumption and exports fetch substantial revenue.
Now it is looking for customers who would en-
able it to start mining in two more locations.
India is hugely deficient in natural uranium,
which is why it chose the fast breeder and thori-
um cycles for its nuclear power programme. Af-
ter the recent Indo-U.S. nuclear accord, India is
hoping that the U.S. could persuade the Nuclear
Suppliers’ Group — of which Australia is a mem-

" ber — to supply fuel to India.

Thus the Partnership initiative appears to be
well-balanced — with two potential suppliers of
nuclear reactors and natural uranium, and four
potential buyers with huge appetite for nuclear
power. By fostering and promoting nuclear pow-
er, the U.S. can claim to have done its bit for a
carbon-free future, even as it promises to fulfil
the development aspirations of a third of hu-
mankind located in the two large nations of Asia.
Whether in the process it has also weakened the
Kyoto Protocol, only time will tell. One thing is
sure though. With the Partnership initiative, the
U.S. has, with characteristic dis-ingenuity,
ducked global pressures to accede to the Kyoto
Protocol. At the same time, if it manages to
improve the business prospects of its firms and
allies engaged in the nuclear power business, it
would be a bonus. That India and China should
have played along — unwittingly or deliberately
— comes as a surprise.
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PAKISTAN SENDS FORMAL PROPOSAL

India for
relief unit

?*'\V\J‘ (R o -

along LoC

ic

A

Statesman News Service S

NEW DELHIL, Oct. 22. — India today announced that it
would allow victims of the 8 October earthquake in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) to gct medical assis-
tance at relief and rchabilitation centres sct up at threc
locations on the Indian side of the Line of Control (LoC).
They would also act as meeting points for divided fami-
lies across the border.

The three points for setting up “composite relicf and
rehabilitation” camps are at Kaman, Tithwal and
Chakan da Bagh. While Kaman is near Aman Setu, the
latter two are at Tanghdar and Poonch.

India has said that it could make the threc camps
operational by 25 October - this will only be done after
getting the green light from the Pakistani authorities.
“This (proposal) has been conveyed to Islamabad. We
are waiting for Pakistan’s response before setting up the
centres,” the external affairs ministry spokesperson, Mr
Navtej Sarna, said.

Pakistan today formally forwarded its proposal to
India to open points along the LoC to enable delivery of
aid to quake victims on both sides.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesperson, Ms
Tasneem Aslam, said in Islamabad that the proposal had
been handed over to the Indian High Commission.
Pakistan has also proposed official-level talks before the
end of this month to discuss and finalise modalities for
opening points along the LoC.

She said Pakistan had received India’s proposal to hold
relief camps at three points along the LoC to enable
quake victims on both sides to meet each other.

“We have just received India’s proposal and we arc
hoping to hold discussions on that. Hopefully something
will come of it,” she said.

Mr Sarna elaborated that arrangements for providing
relief material, medical aid, food, drinking water and
temporary accommodation would be arranged at the
three points.

“People from acrosstihe LoC will be permitted to come
to these points after necessary screening during daylight
hours and return after receiving medical treatment and
relief,” he said, adding that Indian nationals would be
allowed to meet their relatives in PoK at these three
points,

The proposal was in line with the long-pending Indian
plan to set up meeting points at five points on the LoC.
Three of them are the locations for the proposed relief

and rehabilitation centres. The gther two points identi-
fied are at Suchetgarh and Rajouri.

-
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DAVID BRUNNSTROM
MUZAFFARABAD, OCT 20

THE devastating earth-
quake in Pakistan’s northern
mountains is turning into one
of the toughest relief opera-
tions the world has ever
known, international aid offi-
cials said on Thursday.

“It’s actually scary if you see
the situation in the villages.
You feel a sense of urgency
you've not felt before, even in
the tsunami,” the World Food
Programme’s Mia Turner said.
“This is probably the greatest
logistical challenge faced by an
emergency operation.”

While the confirmed death
toll in the earthquake—49,739
in Pakistan and 1,300 in Indian.
Kashmir—is only about a quarter of that
in last year's December 26 Indian Ocean
tsunami, the number is expected to rise
substantially.

Large areas have not been reached and
no one knows how many more were
killed in the high hills.

UN emergency relief coordinator Jan
Egeland, warning that the death toll could
doubte, said the NATO military alliance

Once home, now ruin: all the quake left at Dildaar, near the Line of Control. Reuters

should launch a massive airlift to evacuate
the tens of thousands of people trapped in
Pakistani Kashmir before winter sets in.
“We need asecond Berlin airbridge, and if
they could do that in the 1940s—set up in
no time a lifeline to millions of people—
we should be able to do that in 2005,” he
told a news conference in Geneva, refer-
ring to the US airlift set up in 1949 to keep
Soviet-blockaded West Betlin supplied.

quake relief operation
st ever, say aid offcials

UNICEF said hundreds of cut-off vil-
lages needed urgent help and 10,000 chil-
dren could die of hunger, hypothermia
and disease over the next few weeks.
“There are still too few helicopters to
reach more than 1,000 remote villages
with life-saving supplies that children ur-
gently need,” UNICEF director Ann Ven-
emansaidin a statement.

—Reuters

INDIAN EXPrESs



N The hard clindb
o\ for relief

Imost two weeks after the South Asian earthquake,

a combination of logistical and other factors has
L hindered relief efforts, particularly in Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir, which bore the brunt of the
devastation. According to the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, relief operations re-
main stuck largely in the life-saving mode, with the focus on
immediate concerns such as reaching remote villages, treat-
ing the injured, and delivering food and other basic supplies.
The Pakistan Government admitted a couple of days ago
that help was still to reach one in five villages in the affected
area. This is a region dotted with remote and far-flung
hamlets and access to them has been rendered even more
difficult because of damaged roads, landslides, and heavy
rainfall. PoK officials recently claimed that the death toll in
this region alone is “not less than 40,000” and an estimated
two million have been rendered homeless. A more exact
casualty figure and a better and more detailed assessment of
the condition of the survivors will emerge only after Pakista-
ni soldiers, relief workers, and volunteers are able to reach
the areas that still remain cut off. To add to the gargantuan
problem, the onset of the harsh Himalayan winter is only
about a fortnight away; providing survivors with tents and
blankets brooks no delay.

The magnitude of the tragedy in India, where over 1,300
people were killed and over one lakh left homeless, is by no
means small. But it can hardly be compared with the scale of
the devastation in Pakistan, where authorities now fear a
second wave of deaths due to the difficulties in reaching
survivors and treating the wounded. Relief operations have
been more effective in Kashmir, where the affected area is
smaller (Uri and Kupwara districts being the worst-affect-
ed) and where the Indian Army was able to swing quickly
into action. As a result, New Delhi, unlike Islamabad, did not
have to seek international aid; rather, it was able to offer
assistance to Pakistan — a generous gesture made within
hours of the earthquake striking the subcontinent. Islama-
bad has expressed its gratitude for receiving aid consign-
ments of such relief materials as fortified biscuits,
medicines, tents, blankets, and plastic sheeting. However
political sensitivities in Pakistan, which President Mushar-
raf would have found difficult to ignore, were behind its
rejection of New Delhi’s suggestion for joint relief oper-
ations and offer of helicopters manned by Indian military
personnel. The Pakistan President’s recent and dramatic
suggestion of opening the Line of Control to allow people to
cross over more easily should facilitate relief operations and
family contacts. Kashmir may be a bitterly disputed region,
but there are large numbers of families divided by the LoC.
They need more than ever, in this hour of calamity and grief,
to be given the opportunity toTeconnect with each other and
participate in the relief /aﬁd reconstruction of a ravaged
region. ,



Quake may have shifted
thousands of mines

Army maps may

be of little help |

HTC and Agencies
Srinagar, October 20

THE DEVASTATING October 8 earthquake may
have shifted thousands of landmines planted by
Indian and Pakistani troops along the Kashmir
border, a group warned on Thursday.

“We are very much concerned”, said Shafat
Hussain of Global Green Peace, a non-govern-
ment organisation that has worked since 1998 to
persuade India and Pakistan to demine the re-
gion. “There are thousands of mines out there
threatening to take human lives”.

Hussain said areas along the de facto border,
the Line of Control (LoC), are “heavily mined” on
both the sides. “As the earthquake triggered mas-
sive landslides along the LoC, it must have surely
relocated these mines”, said Hussain. “We are
told that respective armies do keep a proper map
of the planted mines, but those maps will not
help, given the devastation”.

Army spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Vijay Ba-
tra played down the risk. “Landmines have been
planted along the LoC and army posts some 58
years ago. No civilian area is involved”, he said.
“Wherever a little bit of damage has taken place
to the minefields due to the landslides, it does not
affect the civilians as no mines have drifted or
shifted towards the civilian areas”.

The Red Cross says that in the heat of war,
mines are often not mapped or monitored and can
shift depending on the weather and soil type,
sometimes travelling kilometers if washed out by
heavy rain.

Hussain said if mines have been displaced they
will put the lives of quake-hit villagers living
along the LoC at risk. Scores of people have died
in landmine explosions over the years in Uri dis-
trict, one of the regions in Indian Kashmir worst
hit by the quake. It took the Indian army weeks to
demine a three-kilometer stretch of road in Uri
that is part of a route opened in April for a bus
service between the Indian and Pakistani Kash-
mir capitals Srinagar and Muzaffarabad.

Phone kiosk several miles away

A small group of men stood outside the heavily
guarded BSNL kiosk in Srinagar on Thursday
morning, watching Aziz-Ur-Rahman cling to the
phone as tears rolied down his face.

Aziz had travelled from Tangdhar to Srinagar,
to use the free direct phone line to PoK to contact
his mother, who had started for Muzaffarabad on
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus two days before
the region was ravaged by the earthquake.

Since then, the family had received no news
from her. So, when Aziz heard of the telephone
facility in Srinagar, he took the first bus to Sri-
nagar.

(HE HIDUST TANTINES

A family from a quake-hit village sits near a fire
in their makeshift tent near Srinagar.

AP

Pakistan to make formal
proposal on opening LoC

PAKISTAN WILL shortly make a formal
proposal to India on opening the Line of
Control to facilitate movement of Kash-
miri people on both sides of the divide to
help in quake relief and rehabilitation
works.

Modalities for throwing open the LoC for
Kashmiris would be settled through con-
sultations between the two countries,
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz told re-
porters on Wednesday night after a meet-
ing with JKLF leader Yasin Malik here. “If
Kashmiris wanted to help each other, this
is the perfect opportunity”, said Aziz.

Pakistan’s foreign office spokesperson
Tasnim Aslam said Islamabad would
shortly make a formal proposal to India on
opening the LoC to facilitate movement of
Kashmiri people on both sides.

“Currently, internal discussions are tak-
ing place. We hope to contact the govern-
ment of India shortly”, she told local daily
Dawn, adding the proposal would be made
through diplomatic channels.

Agencies




Phone

Luv Puri , \

JAMMU: History was scripted in
Jammu and Kashmir on

Wednesday after telephone calls
'| were made to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (POK) for the first time
in 15 years.

The facility was provided on
the orders of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. Bharat San-
char Nigam Limited installed
toll-free ISD (International Sub-
scriber Dialling) telephones at
the Disaster Management Con-
trol Rooms in Jammu, Srinagar,
Tangdhar and Uri to facilitate
divided families to enquire
about the welfare of relatives
across the border.

Mukhtar Ahmed, a resident of
the city, made the first call at
11.35 a.m. to his cousin, Farid, in
the quake-hit Muzaffarabad,
capital of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. He broke down when
told that 12 of his relatives across
the border died in the quake.

The dead included his uncle,
Abdul Rehman Joo, whom' he
has never met. “I do not know
‘| how to pass this information to
my father, who is 75. We were
eagerly waiting as he was sup-
posed to come here and meet my
father after 57 years. They had
not met for over five decades,”
Ahmed said.

Most callers said the line at
the other end was engaged or
nobody - was picking up the
phones. -Liaquat wanted to en-
quire about his relatives in the
Bagh tehsil of PoK. “I tried the
numbers of four relatives but
there was no response. I will try

THE HNEU

Imk v

with PoK
established

Kashmiris ca}bﬁp kin across LoC

again tomorrow.”The facility
was available between 11.35 a.m.
and 5 p.m. at the Police Control
Rooms and some BSNL offices.

Only for 15 days

BSNL Jammu and Kashmir
General Manager K.C. Jindal
said, “Not many people came to
make calls today. We are expect-
ing a good response tomorrow.”

According to BSNL officials,
the facility would be available
for a fortnight.

Most divided families hail
from the Pahari speaking belts of
Rajouri and Poonch. They are
unlikely to benefit from the faci-
lity as they would have to travel
long distances to make the calls.

Shujaat Bukhari reports
from Srinagar:

In Srinagar, 20 such calls were
made and a number of people
spoke to their relatives in PoK.

The first call was made by Ab-
dul Gani, a resident of Baramul-
la. He shed tears of joy on
coming to know that all hjs fam-
ily members survived the quake.

Many callers could not estab-
lish contact with their relatives.
“I tried a number of times to talk
to my sister but failed to get her
on the line,” said Farooq Ahmed.
One caller broke down after
learning that five of his relatives
perished in the quake.

Asked if it would be a perma-
nent feature, Union Home Sec-
retary V.K. Duggal said he had no
idea. “These centres have been
set up for the convenience of di-
vided families. It is a beginning,
and let it work for the time be-
ing.”

{3




Pakistan ready

to open

LoC

g
o

for quake relief

Musharraf makes dramatic anouncement

B. Muralidhar Reddy

N
e
ISLAMABAD: In a dramatic an-
nouncement Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf proposed on
Tuesday night opening of the
Line of Control to allow people
to assist in reconstruction of the
ravaged areas in Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK). He also said
Islamabad could consider with
New Delhi’s consent opening of
routes other than
Muzaffarabad-Srinagar.

Addressing a news conference
at Muzaffarabad, the flattened
capital of PoK, Gen. Musharraf
said that a decision has already
been taken to allow mobile com-
panies from both sides to oper-
ate in the earthquake-affected
areas.

He was responding to a ques-
tion on the travails of people in
the worst-affected areas and the
nature of cooperation Pakistan
was contemplating with India to
reach out to the displaced
people.

“We will allow any number of
people coming across the Line of
Control to meet their relatives
and assist with reconstruction,”
he said. The procedure for allow-
ing people from across the LoC
needed to be formalised with In-
dia;he added. :

He said his country was ready
to allow political leaders from
both sides of the divide to inter-
act and assist each other. He ap-
pealed to India to agree to the
plan. P

When a western correspond-
ent asked him about the ‘reluc-
tance’ of Pakistan to accept the
Indian offer on helicopters, he
said his country was being un-
fairly criticised by a section of
the media. Pakistan was ready to
accept the helicopters but not
pilots or military perscnnel, he

AN
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General Pervez Musharraf

said. Given the ‘sensitivities in-
volved’ this stand should be
viewed in the proper perspec-
tive. “Let me say we are ready to
accept any number of helicop-
ters without pilots.”

India hails remarks

PTIreports:

Reacting to Gen. Musharraf’s
offer, External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Navtej Sarna told re-
porters in New Delhi: “We have
seen news reports. If indeed this
is what has been said, India wel-
comes the remarks. It is in line
with India’s advocacy of greater
movement across the LoC.”

India, he saild, was willing to
facilitate the movement. “But we
wait for word from Pakistan
about the practieal dimension of
implementing this iptention.”.

Mr. Sarna said India has;gl-
ways been in favour of greater
people to people contacts. He re-
called that before the quake, In-
dia had made several confidence
building measures like opening
up of five points along the LoC to
enable divided families to meet.

He said four telecom facilita-
tion centres would be set up in
Srinagar, Jammu, Uri and
Tangdhar to assist divided fam-
ilies across the Line of Control to
contact their kin.
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Miracles, graft in land of devastation

DC shunted
for alleging
relief scam

Agence France-Presse
Srinagar, October (7

- A SENIOR official in charge of relief in guake-hit
Kashmir has been removed after he complained that
politicians were diverting vital aid to constituents.

Aijaz Kakroo, who was in charge of relief in the
worst-hit Uri district, detailed political interference
led by the state consumer affairs minister, saying it
stopped aid reaching the most needy.

Kakroo, a popular government employee, was re-
moved after telling reporters that Congress minister
Taj Mohiudin had been interfering.

Mohiudin, who is also Uri MLA, was unrepentant.
“Yes, I am interfering, I am the government”, he shot
back. “If I will not intervene, who will? I will inter-
vene at every level to see equitable distribution of re-

lief”, he said,
Punished

while overseeing
relief distribu-
Aijaz Kakroo, in charge of relief  tion at Uri on
in Uri, removed after he Monday. “There-
accused state consumer affairs
minister of diverting aid

lief is coming to
us (the govern-
- = - ) and we
Taj Mohiuddin, the minister men d_ v
under glare, counters: “Yes, | have to distrib-
am interfering. ! am the govern-
ment. He (Kakroo) is a govern-

ute it to our satis-
faction ... I am
ment servant. He is account-
able to me

the government
and he is a gov-
ernment ser-

Villagers back the DC’s claim,

alleging that relief distribution

is taking political colours

vantHe is ac-
countable to
me”, he said.
Kakroo, who
holds deputy
commissioner rank, could not be contacted on Mon-
day after being transferred to a different post. In re-
mote quake-hit villages of Indian Kashmir, where
the delivery of relief supplies remains patchy, resi-
dents complained that political parties had disrupted
distribution efforts. “Our village has not received
any relief so far as we had voted for the opposition
during the last elections”, says Farooq Ahmed, a res-
ident of Garkote village in northern Uri sector.

A woman and her daughter in a tent for quake hit people at Uri in
Kashmir.

I
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Girl and three
others pe W

pulled outof .

rubble .
qr 0

Declan Walsh y\

Muzaffarabad, October 17

A THREE-YEAR-OLD girl was pulled
out of the rubble of her parents’
house on Sunday night, eight days af-
ter the earthquake that devastated
northern Pakistan. The dramatic
rescue — which defied predictions
that no more survivors would be
found — came after many interna-
tionadl rescue teams had abandoned
their search and had started to re-
turn‘home. The alarm was raised af-
ter the girl’s brothers, aged seven and
nine, walked five miles to safety from
their flattened mountain village,
army spokesman major-general
Shaukat Sultan said. “She’s absolute-
ly fine now. It’s a big example of sur-
vival”. Only hours earlier, President
Pervez Musharraf had said it would
take a “miracle” to find anyone alive
after eight days. The top UN disaster
official put the chances of finding
more survivors at “almost nil”.

The children’s parents died in the
7.6-magnitude quake and a series of
giant landslides cut the highland
hamlet of Sanger off from most re-
lief operations. But the two boys ma-
naged to carry one of their sisters, a
7-month-old baby, down the mounta-
in trails to Balakot. The brothers,
who have not been named, then led
soldiers back to the flattened house
where their second sister, who has
polio, was trapped. “They are the real
heroes”, said maj.-gen. Sultan.

The Guardian

v

I

A Kashmiri boy at a makeshift medical camp in Islamabad.

Pak wants Indian choppers, not pilots

ALTERING ITS stand on the par-
ticipation of Indian copters in re-
lief work in quake-hit areas of
PoK and the NWFP, Pakistan has
said it will accept them, but with-
out pilots.

On Saturday, amid reports that
India had offered to provide heli-
copters to help ferry the injured
to hospitals and rush relief sup-
plies, Pak PM Shaukat Aziz had
said his country did not need In-

dian choppers.

But on Monday, Pak foreign of-
fice spokesperson Tasheem
Aslam said Pakistan was “will-
ing to accept copters from India if
these were offered without pi-
lots”. "Given the obvious sensi-
tivities, we could not accept in-
volvement of Indian military on
our side for relief operations,”
she said.

HTC & Agencies




No adoptufn of quake orphans

Agence France Presse

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 16. — Pakistan
will not allow the adoption of
orphans from South Asia’s devastat-
ing earthquake with the government
taking care of them itself, Prime
Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz said
today. The government has already
decided to set up special shelters for
at least hundreds of Pakistani chil-
dren whose parents died in the 8
October disaster, officials said.

Visiting injured children in a hos-
pital, Mr Aziz said all efforts would
be made to trace the children’s par-
ents and if they are not found, the
government would assume full
responsibility for them.

“Adoption of these children is
completely banned,” the Prime
Minister told reporters at I-
slamabad’s Poly Clinic hospital. He
said the government had already
directed all hospitals not to allow
anyone to adopt orphans.

Hundreds of children are believed

to have lost their parents and the
number is likely to rise after a fuller
picture emerges in the weeks ahead,
a senior government official said.

The quake measuring 7.6 on the
Richter Scale devastated large
swathes of the Himalayas, killing
nearly 40,000 people and leaving
more than three million homeless in
Pakistan alone.

Helicopter crash (Gf’

A Pakistani military helicopter
involved in relief operation for
quake victims in the worst-hit PoK
has crashed, killing all six people
aboard, including four officers,
defence spokesman Maj Gen
Shaukat Sultan said today.

The MI-17 helicopter drafted for
relief operation in the Bagh area of
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir went
missing last evening and rescue
teams found the wreckage of the
crashed chopper early today, the
spokesman told reporters in
Islamabad, adds a PTI report.

THE STATESMAN

Those killed included four officers
and two technical staff, Maj. Gen.
Sultan said, adding that an inquiry
has been ordered whether the heli-
copter crashed due to bad weather
or technical snag.

\fz)‘\\O Flights cancelled

Heavy xains forced the cancellation
of nearly all helicopter aid flights
today, lejving millions of destitute
and drenched earthquake survivors
waiting in the Pakistani mountains
for aid that could mean life or death,
adds a report from Muzaffarabad.
More than a week after the 8
October earthquake which tore
apart entire villages, much of the
relief aid was just trickling in to the
neediest areas. Aid workers looked
for donkeys and mules to get them
through.

In Muzaffarabad, the ravaged city
where nearly half of Pakistan’s
39,422 earthquake victims cycd, only
two choppers braved the fgul weath-

er, sources said. e



NG END TO AGONY: (Clockwise, from top left) Earthquake-affected villagers at Salamabad, 104 km north of Srinagar, sift through clothes donated by relief agencies; The wait for relief material at Kamal Kot village near the border;
Soldiers using batons to make victims queue up for supplies in Jabort, Pakistan; Hands are extended for aid in Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir; workers removing boulders off what used to be a road at Teetwal,

200 km north of Srinagar. — AP, AFP, REUTERS, NISSAR AHMAD
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Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELMI: India said on Saturday
that it was willing to permit Pa-
kistani helicopters to fly in the
no-fly zone — one km along the
Line of Control (LoC) - on a
case-by-case basis.

“We have received a request
from Pakistan on October 13 to
fly helicopters in the peace-time
no-fly zone (one km along the
LoC). We are conveying our
agreement today [Saturday] to
this request provided permis-
sion is taken on a case-by-case

istry said in a statement.

“We have seen a news report

that India is delaying action on a
request by Pakistan [for sol-
diers] to cross over the LoC so as
to have access for [post earth-
quake] relief work. It is clarified
that we have received no such
request from Pakistan,” the
. statement added.
A Pakistan High Commission
official confirmed late on Satur-
day evening that the External
Affairs Ministry had communi-
cated in writing India’s accept-
ance of the Pakistani request for
its helicopters to fly close to the
LoC.

According to the official, ac-
cessing some of the quake-hit ar-
eas  might require the
helicopters to fly close to the
LoC and, hence, permission had
been sought and obtained from
the Indian side. Pakistan, the of-

THE HINgY

basis,” the External Affairs Min-

-

Green signal
Pakistan
helicopters

Request to fly them in the no-fly
zone along LoC accepted

o Permission to be taken
on a case-by-case basis;
Pakistan to provide
advance information of
flights to avoid
misunderstanding

e No request from Pakistan
for soldiers to cross LoC
for relief work

ficial added, would provide ad-
vance information of helicopter
flights to prevent the possibility
of any misunderstanding,

On October 11, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh said that India
had offered to Pakistan relief in
earthquake-affected areas in Pa-
kistan occupied Kashmir, which
had better access from the Indi-
an side of the LoC.

“It depends on Pakistan’s sen-
sitivities. We have to respect
[them]. If they agree to this,
there will be positive response
from our side,” the Prime Minis-
ter was quoted by the Press
Trust of India as saying after vis-
iting quake-hit areas in Tangd-
har and Uri. According to the
Prime Minister, the Army Chief
and Director-General of Mili-
tary Intelligence (DGMI) have

-made such an offer to Pakistan.

Pakistan death toll put
at 38,000: Page 10
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Islamabad ready to accept relief supphes from India but not for jointr

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Even as it became
clear that the death toll in Sat-
urday’s earthquake in Pakistan
could well be over 30,000, Isla-
mabad on Monday maintained
that there was no “possibility” of
joint - relief and rescue oper-
ations with India in Kashmir on
the plea that the Line of Control
(LoC) was not inhabited.

On the basis of field reports
and projections, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund has esti-
mated that between 30,000 and
40,000 people died in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK). Children accounted for
50 per cent of the population in
the affected areas in northern

Pakistan and PoK.
" Pakistan on Monday night
said relief goods for the quake-
hit would start flowing into the
country from India on Tuesday.

Hours after Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran announced in New
Delhi that a planeload of relief
materials would be ready to
leave for Pakistan, Foreign Of-
fice spokesperson of Pakistan
Tasneem Aslam told
The Hindu, “Yes. We have in-
dicated our requirements to
New Delhi and relief materials
would begin coming from there
from tomorrow onwards. How-
ever ‘I ami not sure about the
mode of transport.”

It appears India offered to
lend a few hehcopters as well as
CAPTTUS Y
people stran 1 eren
— parts of Pakistan and PoK but
' Pakistan did ‘not ‘accept the
suggestion.

Earlier Ms. Aslam told a news
conference here that Islamabad
had offered assistance to New
Delhi to help the quake victims
on the other side of the LoC.

On the possibility of a’ coor-
dinated approach by India and
Pakistan, she said the Pakistan
Army was operating in villages
and towns in PoK, including in

far-flung areas but not along the
LoC.Toaquestion whethersecu-
rityconcernswereinvolvedinre-
lief operations in PoK, Ms. Aslam
said: “I don’t know. Maybe, the
Indian media hasreported about
security concerns.”

Shesaid, “Weremainwillingto
help Indians if we are needed for
anykind ofassistance,likethe In-
dians offered us,” she said. Ms.
Aslam replied in the affirmative
when asked whether Pakistan
has formally conveyed its offer to
India.

Assessingrequirements

About the Indian offer, she
said: “At the moment we are as-
sessingourrequirements. Weare
getting assistance. We will see if
there is need for assistance [from
India].” While evaluating the In-
dian offer, Pakistan was con-
scious of the fact that India was
engagedinrescueandreliefoper-
ations in some of the worst-hit
areasonthe Indianside, she said.

The counter offer by Pakistan
to Indiahas surprised diplomatic
observers here considering the
magnitude of its problem, While
some areas on the Indian side
were badly hit by Saturday’s
quake, there can simply be no
comparison with Pakistan in
terms of the area and the nature
ofthe damage.

In an interview to CNN on
Sunday, Gen. Musharraf hinted
- that Pakistan was cautious in re-
acting to the Indian offer of as-

, s;stalua%gmm,snsitl os’,
Involve |

UNICEF projections

The UNICEF projections were
corroborated by the grisly foot-
age telecast on local channels.
Several television crews reached
the capital of PoK, Muzaffarabad,
on Monday and shot images of
"the flattened structures and ter-
rified residents. The only conso-
lation was that the authorities
were successful in re-opening
the roads to the capital city and

y exceed 30,000

lzhef and rescue operations

I.IGH'I' AT LAST: Rescuers trymg to pull out a man trapped under the debrls of a building in Balakot town in the North Western Frontier Province
of Pakistan on Monday. - PHOTO: AFP ;.

other big towns. and the hope of
help on hands. United Nations
agenciesand NGOsreported that
trucks carrying relief supplies

beganarrivingin the region.
The United Jehadi Council

(UJC), a conglomerate of mili-

tant groups engaged in oper-

ations in Jammu and Kashmir,
announced temporary suspen-
sionoftheiractivities. UJC chair-
man and Hizb-ul-Mujahideen

J&K death toll 927; Baramulla worst-hit

Number of injured has crossed 3,000; 4,597 houses destroyed

Staff Reporter

SRINAGAR: The death toll in Sat-
urday’s powerful earthquake in
Jammu and Kashmir has risen
to 927, including 619 in Bara-
mulla and 301 in Kupwara, the
worst-affected frontier districts.

The number of injured has
now crossed 3,000 and 4,597
houses have been destroyed, as
per the official figures available
till late on Monday evening.

Army and Air Force contin-
ued operations for the third con-
secutive day to reach the remote
places, where civic administra-
tion remains hit.

But half-a-dozen villages in
Baramulla district such as Chap-
per and Chruanda are still not
accessible, as there have been
landslips at various places. The
main challenge faced by the

search parties is to bring people
to Uri and Tangdhar, the two
towns where relief operations
are being carried out.

In many villages such as Digia
and Kamalkote, bodies are yet
to be retrieved from the debris.
Many of the injured continue to
reach Uri and Tangdhar from
the remote villages.

Protests were held at various
places on the Rampur-Baramul-
la National Highway 1 A; people
complained of inadequate relief
and scarcity of tents even in Uri
town.

Chief Secretary Vijay Bakaya
said on Monday: “We have al-
ready supplied 1,900 tents, but
we need 15,000 more tents to
provide shelter to the affected
families.” Twentyone teams of
doctors were working round-
the-clock in Uri and Tangdhar

sectors since Sunday and 15 am-
bulances had been deployed in
the area, he said.

This was in addition to the
medical assistance being pro-
vided by the armed forces.
There is also acute water short-
age, as there are only six water
tankers in the area.

Repeated visits by VIPs are
allegedly diverting the attention
of the authorities. BJP presi-
dent L.K. Advani toured the
affected areas on Monday.

Mild aftershocks were expe-
rienced across the state on Sun-
day night but officials said there
was no need to panic as they
were less intense and less fre-
quent.

The J&K Trade Union Centre
has announced formation of the
Kashmir Relief Committee for
the earthquake victims.

AFTER-SHOCKS: Villagers near the Line of Control
carrying a man wounded in the recent earthquake arrive
at the army hospital in Uri, 110 km north of Srinagar,
on Monday. - PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

chief Syed Salahuddin chief was

quoted as directing directed the
cadres from Muzaffarabad to en-
gage inrescue andreliefefforts. -

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport here was put
on high alert on Monday as the
pilot of an Air Sahara flight to
Hyderabad decided to return to
the airport minutes after taking
off as he noticed some trouble in
one of the engines. As the pilot
informed Air Traffic Control

 More reports, photographs
on Page 12

Alarm at Delhi airport

about the situation in view of
which he wanted to make the
precautionary landing”, all
emergency procedures were
adopted at the airport and am-
bulances, fire-fighters and teams
of the Quick Reaction Team of
the Central Industrial Security
Force were deployed.
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Parents join
rescue workers

Schoolchildren trapped in rubble

traying
Indian
soldier
‘returned’

SRINAGAR: An Indian soldier, who
had inadvertently crossed the
Line of Control after Saturday’s
earthquake, was returned by the
Pakistani troops in the Tangd-
har sector, Jammu and Kashmir
Governor Lt. Gen (retd.) S.K.
Sinha said on Sunday.

Lt. Gen. Sinha, on a visit to the
affected border areas, said the
Army had lost 54 men. Some of
the forward defences and pick-
ets were damaged. At “Eagle”
picket, 12 soldiers were caught in
landslips and their bodies were
yet to be recovered. Flag meet-
ings were held on the LoC with
the Pakistani commanders and
help offered.

Though the Army patrols had
established contact with remote
villages to assess damage and
carry out rescue operations,
many hamlets were still cut off.
By Monday, the Army would re-
ach them. Rain and hailstorm
hampered rescue operations on
Saturday, he said.

The devastation caused by the
quake was tremendous. “Poonch
in Jammu province has also suf-
fered but the damage there is
much less. Thirteen persons
have been killed and 50 injured.”

“Excellent work”

Lt. Gen. Sinha said both the
Army and Air Force were doing
“excellent” rescue and relief
work. He also acknowledged the
civil administration’s role in
providing succour to the victims.

The Governor, who is also the
president of the Red Cross, said
the organisation was being mo-
bilised to meet the situation.
The seriously injured were being
evacuated from the affected ar-
eas to Srinagar and treated in
Army and civil hospitals. “The
Air Force helicopters are run-
ning a constant shuttle service.”
—-PT1

BALAKOT: With hands, picks and
shovels, desperate parents
struggled on Sunday to reach
more than 850 children trapped
in the rubble of two schools flat-
tened by the weekend’s massive
earthquake in northern Pakis-
tan.

The voices of trapped children
and the anguished wails of their
parents accompanied the frantic
work in the Balakot valley in the
mountains of Northwest Fron-
tier Province, one of the areas
worst hit in Saturday’s devastat-
ing quake.

“Save me, call my mother, call
my father,” came the faint voice
of a boy, again and again, from
the rubble of a government
school in which local people said
about 200 children were
trapped.

“Bring out iy child, bring out
my child,” his mother wailed,
beating her chest as other par-
ents and relatives pulled out the
bodies of four children, bringing
the death toll to eight.

A day on, police and emergen-
cy services were nowhere in
sight, but residents of the town
of abut 20,000 people estimated
2,500 people may have been
killed there and in seven sur-
rounding mountain villages.

Thousands were injured,
mostly women and children who
were in their homes at the time
of the disaster while their men
worked in the open. Almost ev-
ery second woman or child bore
an injury.

A spokesman for President
Pervez Musharraf said 18,000
people had been killed in the
north as a result of the quake.

At the private Shaheen
School, another 650 children
were trapped inside the four-
storey building that collapsed as
the children sat in class at 8:50
a.m. (0920hrs IST).

Parents scrambling through

the rubble said they had brought
out the bodies of six dead chil-
dren and 19 injured. The bodies
of four children could be seen on
the school roof, Parents said they
could hear the cries of children,
but were helpless until they
managed to get makeshift rescue
equipment, including iron bars
they used to lever away rubble.

A teenage girl named Busra
was pulled out covered in dust
and with leg injuries.

“We were sitting down when it
happened. We tried to get up and
run, but everything just caved
in,” she said. “I was lying buried
up to my neck. There are many
others in there.”

The Balakot region is a scene
of massive devastation. Perhaps
half of the concrete houses have
collapsed and dozens of bodies
lay in the open.

Residents complained about
the lack of help. The road into
town has been blocked by land-
slips, and it is only possible to
reach the town on foot.

A Reuters reporter counted
105 bodies on the eight kilo-
metre (five mile) trek into town.
Some were laid out by the road-
side by relatives hoping for help
with their burial. Others were
carried on charpoys, or tradi-
tional rope beds. A small boy car-
ried a younger sister of perhaps
four or five, her skin stripped off
her face and the side of her body
by a rock that flattened their
house. He did not know what to
do. “There are no bandages or
anything at all,” he said. “There
are no doctors, no nothing —
where should we go?”

A German woman doctor run-
ning a leprosy centre in Balakot
said they were doing what they
could to help. She said six of their
patients died when the centre’s
roof collapsed and 20 were hurt.
— Reuters

T

SCUE WORK: (Pictures clockwise) Pakistani rescue workers gather at the site of a building collapse in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-occup
in Uri. Zena, 45, cries outside her house damaged at Jabla, near Uri. A Kashmiri halds his injured child in Salamabad, 110 km north of Srinagar. Anotherj clild is comforted by her parents at a hospital in Jammu.
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the quake tragedy

300 bodies have been recovered including that of 22 security men

Luv Puri

TANGDHAR: A day after the earth-
quake more than 300 bodies, in-
cluding those of 22 security
personnel, had been recovered
while hundreds remained mis-
sing in this remote zone adjoin-
ing the Chakoti tehsil of
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Police parties and Army co-
lumns of the 53 Mountain Bri-
gade arrived at the scattered
hamlets only on Sunday mor-
ning.The district administration
was not aware till then about the
devastation in the scattered vil-
lages as the focus had been on
Uri. Wails of hapless women,
children and men meets any vis-
itor.Tangdhar is three-hours
drive from Kupwara town, dis-
trict headquarters of north
Kashmir, None of the tin-roofed
houses in the area has escaped
nature’s fury.

» Police parties and the 53 Mountain Brigade arrived at . .
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@ The real heroes are the
Injuries

Four villages with a popula-
tion of over 75 families still have
to be accessed, say police offi-
cials. Many villages such as Dra-
gar with 100 houses, Chitrakot
with 75 hamlets and Titwal with
50 houses have been completely
flattened.

Entire families have been
wiped out.Maskat Ali from Chi-
trakot is looking for his maternal
uncle’s family. “The entire fam-
ily is missing. They are beneath
the rubble which remains to be
cleared,” he said.

« Four villages with a populat

fon of over 75 families stiil

{ocal youth who worked despite

Abdul Razak, who was out in
the fields when tragedy struck, is
searching for his wife and son. It
is difficult to locate the rem-
nants of his house which is bur-
ied amidst the rubble of other
houses.

There were some lucky ones
who were dragged out from the
rubble by locals. Raja Mushtagq,
who survived with his two-year-
old child, says, “I was beneath
the rubble for 23 hours. It is the
local people who brought me
out.”

‘The real heroes besides the
Army jawans, the police person-
nel and the medical officials are
the local youth. Irshad, a 22-
year-old who has a cut on his
right leg, worked through the
night with hammer and tongs
digging broken mud houses to
save lives in Dragar village. He
says, “Every second is crucial.
Our wounds can wait to heal but
every second is the difference
between life and death.” Most of
the affected villages near the
Line of Control inhabited by Pa-
hari-speaking and Gujjar pop-
ulation have their relatives just
across the Line of Control in Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir which
has borne the brunt of the earth-
quake.

Ramzan Ali, whose family sur-
vived, is worried about his sis-
ter’s family in the neighbouring
Chakoti tehsil.

People spend the night in the open

URE: For thousands of people in
Jammu and Kashmir whose
lives were devastated by the
earthquake, even the skies
seemed to have joined in to com-
pound their misery.

With most houses in the
quake-hit areas flattened by yes-
terday’s 7.4 intensity earth-
quake and few tents available,
the victims were forced to spend
the night in the open. It rained
during the night and some parts
of the State even experienced
the first snowfall of the season.

“I don’t know what we have

done to deserve this,” said a
shaken Farooq Ahmed as he
huddled with his family.

In Baramullah, many people,
including women and children,
had to spend the night in a grave-
yard. They said no government
official had visited them yet.

There were similar allega-
tions of the Government apathy
from most of the quake-hit ar-
eas, including Tangdhar, one of
the worst-affected.

“In fact, if the Army had not
helped us, we don’t know what
we would have done,” said Asim

Khan.

Putting own losses behind it,
the Defence forces had set up
makeshift hospitals where peo-
ple airlifted from remote areas
were being treated.

Nearly all the houses in Uri
either collapsed or developed big
cracks. As strong aftershocks
continued throughout the day,
even those who still had roof on
their houses could not gather the
courage to go back.

“We are resigned to spending
another night out in the open.
We only wish we had more food

and some blankets,” said Nilof-
er.

Shortage of food, water and
blankets was a major problem in
almost all the quake-hit areas
though the administration
claimed adequate supplies had
been rushed there.

The quake had also tempora-
rily removed the distinction be-
tween the rich and the poor.

Most people rushed out of
their houses without picking up
their wallets or purses which
were now buried. —PTI

rs remove debris from an Army barracks




The destruction in worst-hit Balakot in Pakistan’s Northwestern Frontier Province a day after the quake.

REUTERS

Agencies and HTC
Uri/New Delhi, October 9

STURDY ARMY personnel, their fingers always on the trig-
ger to counter militants, turned out angels for this border
town. Leaving aside their assault rifles, the troops used
bare hands to find possible survivors of the tremblor that
hit the Valley on Saturday.

Shafat Ahmed, who was carrying a tent to keep cover the
head of his family following complete destruction of his
house, said “but for the army, we would have been dead by
now. They have come to us as angels,” he said in a choked
voice.

Though the civilian authorities claimed relief and res-
cue operations was in full swing, it were the troops who
used shoves and other equipments to extract bodies or sur-
vivors from under the debris.

“We have set up a makeshift hospital where army and
civilian doctors were treating the injured,” says Defence
Spokesman Col J.S. Joneja as jawans brought hordes of in-
jured on their shoulders to the hospital.

Both the army and IAF continued their relief work un-
der Operation Imdad by evacuating.250 injured persons
from the Line of Control.

IAF Vice Chief Ajit Bhawnani said, “All air bases are on
a red alert. Two IL-76 aircraft and 6 AN-32 aircraft from 25
squadron in Agra are also on a standby for any require-
ment.”

Two MI-17 Helicopters of the IAF formed an airbridge
between Uri and Kupwara regions and the Corps Head-
quarters in Srinagar and another MI-17 and some smaller
Chetak Helicopters were ferrying the injured from
Tangdhar — another area devastated by the quake.

Ajawan at a funeral procession in Uri.

The Army has pressed into service ‘Dozers’ for clearing
up roads and tracks leading to villages that are littered
with debris. Mobile medical teams have been dispatched to
remote localities. Twenty tonnes of medical supplies and
200 tonnes of ration have been dispatched to the affected
villages.

Overnight 1,000 tents have been sent to Ur1 and

Tangdhar. /




Pakistan quake

death toll touches 19

GA LA

43,000 people injured, still no access to three dlStI'lCtS 1n Paklstan ) ccupled Kashmir

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: On the basis of pre-
liminary estimates, Pakistan an-
nounced on Sunday that at least
19,136 people were killed and
42,397 injured in the earthquake
that struck on Saturday.

The final toll may be much
higher. Interior Minister Aftab
Sherpao told a news conference
here after an emergency Cabinet
meeting that the Government
still had no access to three of the
four worst-hit districts in Pakis-
tan occupied Kashmir (PoK).

The aftershocks, which con-
tinued through the second day,
only added to the woes of people
stranded in the affected areas. In
the capital city, every time a
tremor was felt people ran out
into the streets. Most people
preferred to spend the night in
the open. The Minister said 70
per cent of the houses in the
three worst affected districts in
PoK, including the capital city of
Muzaffarabad, were destroyed.
Landslips triggered by the earth-
quake blocked road links to the
region, cutting it off.

The Pakistan Army suffered
casualties in PoK; 200 personnel
were killed and 450 Army offi-
cers and personnel injured.

After PoK, the North West
Frontier Province suffered the
impact of the earthquake.
Around 1,760 people have been
confirmed déad and 1,797 people
are believed to be injured. The
Government does not have esti-
mates of the number displaced

# 70 pc of houses
destroyed in PoK
districts

o Musharraf seeks
international aid, Rs. 1
lakh compensation for
next of kin of victims

o British team on mission
to rescue survivors
.under rubble of
multi-storied block

in the province. It may run into
the thousands if not a million as
in at least three districts in the
province, 50 to 70 per cent of the
houses have been reduced to
rubble. With the arrival of a team
of experts from Britain the oper-
ation to remove the debris of the
10-storied Margalla Tower in the
capital was intensified in a bid to
rescue people trapped under it.
Among the lucky ones to be res-
cued during the day were a wom-
an and two little girls. By Sunday
evening, around 80 persons had
been rescued from under the de-
bris. Thirty-five persons were
confirmed dead while 150 per-
sons were believed to be still
trapped under the rubble.

After an aerial survey of the
affected areas in PoK, Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf
asked the international commu-
nity to assist the country with
supplies of medicine, tents, car-
go helicopters and financial as-

.sistance.

THE Hingy

SOME HOPE FOR THE SURVIVORS: A rescuer approaches a victim of the earthquake in the debris of the hzgh-rzse Margella Tower in Islamabad
on Sunday - PHOTO: AFP —
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Climate change, pollution
S: report
A

kill millio

. 1
John Vidal Gy wd

LONDON: Almost a fifth of all ill-health
in poor countries and millions of
deaths can be attributed to environ-
mental factors, including climate
change and pollution, according to a
report from the World Bank.

Unsafe water, poor sanitation and
hygiene as well as indoor and outdoor
air pollution are all said to be killing
people and preventing economic de-
velopment. In addition, says the bank,
increasing soil pollution, pesticides,
hazardous waste and chemicals in
food are significantly affecting health
and economies.

More controversially, the report,
released recently in New York, links
cancers to environmental conditions
and says global warming has a major
impact on health. “For almost all
forms of cancer, the risk of contract-
ing this disease can be reduced if
physical environments are safe for
human habitation and food items are
safe for consumption,” says the
report.

It also cites the spread of malaria
and dengue fever as climate change
intensifies. Global warming, says the
report, is leading to lower yields of
some crops and the salination of
coastal areas. “In 2000 more than
150,000 premature deaths were attri-
buted to various climate change im-

pacts, according to the World Health
Organisation,” it says.

While tobacco, alcohol and unsafe
sex are still the most likely threats to
health in developing countries, rapid
urbanisation and the spread of slum
conditions are now major hazards,
says the report.

“Some 1.1 billion people lack access
to safe water and 2.6 billion lack ac-
cess to safe sanitation, [This leads to]
about four billion cases of diarrhoea a
year, which cause 1.8 million deaths a
year, mostly among children under
five,” it says.

Sanitation, says the bank, which is
committed to increasing spending on
the environment, is very much “a for-
gotten problem”, with spending on
improvements estimated at just $1
billion in 2000 — less than 10 per cent
of that spent on water.

Millions of people who have moved
to cities to find work have swapped
indoor for outdoor air pollution, sug-
gests the report. Urban air pollution is
estimated to cause about 800,000
premature deaths, it says, approach-
ing the number of people affected by
indoor air pollution from wood fires in
poorly ventilated homes in rural ar-
eas. According to the report, which
uses WHO statistics, high concentra-
tions of minute particles released by
smoky fires are now responsible for
over 1.6 million deaths a year. Acute

v
e

respiratory infection, largely caused by
indoor air pollution, it says, was re-
sponsible for 36 per cent of all regis-
tered infant deaths in Guatemala
between 1997 and 2000.

The report also says manmade
chemicals such as pesticides have an
increasing impact on the health of poor
people. A survey of child labour in sev-
eral developing countries, it says,
found more than 60 per cent of all
working children were exposed to haz-
ardous conditions, and more than 25
per cent of these hazards were due to
exposure to chemicals

“Without a healthy, productive la-
bour force, we will not have the eco-
nomic growth that is necessary to
ensure a pathway out of poverty. Poor
people are the first to suffer from a
polluted environment,” said Warren
Evans, director of the bank’s environ-
ment department.

Meanwhile, the scale of the Boxing
Day tsunami led to complete chaos and
“misguided goodwill” among the hun-
dreds of humanitarian groups who
rushed to Asia to help affected commu-
nities, according to a report commis-
sioned by the International Red Cross.
But the eagerness to help led to some
sending or distributing inappropriate
aid, others competing to spend vast
sums of donated cash, and many dupli-
cating each other’s efforts. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2005



t least 180 people, in-
] cluding 21 army per-
sonnel, were killed and
over 600 injured in
Jammu and Kashmir, the worst-
hit Indian state in the massive
earthquake that jolted large
swathes of the Indian subconti-
nent beginning with Pakistan.
Chief secretary Vijay Bakaya
said the casualty figures may go
up as reports were pouring in
from far-flung areas. According
to unconfirmed reports, the
number of killed is around 250.
Bakaya said while 142 people
were killed and 550 injured in
Kashmir, 15 people died in Jam-
mu. Baramulla district of north
Kashmir reported the maximum
casualties: 116. OQut of these 104
deaths were reported from bor-
der township of Uri where 80%

houses have been damaged. He .
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500 die in NWFP dist

Islamabad: At least 500 peo-
ple were killed and over 1,700
injured in the Mansehra dis-
trict of Pakistan’s North
West Frontier Province, a
senior police officer said. The
other region hit hard was
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
Some 250 people died and
thousands were injured in
Muzaffarabad, the capital of
PoK. Agencies

said Tangdhar near the LoC in
Kupwara district accounted for
25 deaths while eight persons
were killed in Poonch district
and four in Udhampur district,
Bakaya said. Three persons were

N G
l?ﬂbdki@rinagar (

Defencé\i)urces said 21 sol-
diers were killed and scores of
others injured when the bunker
buildings along the LoC col-
lapsed under the impact of the
quake.

Police and paramilitary forces
have fanned out to help with re-
lief and rescue. The army has
also been pressed into service.
They have already set up med-
ical camps to attend to the in-
jured civilians. Bakaya said offi-
cials at the Centre were in con-
stant touch with the authorities
here and have assured all possi-
ble help to the victims of the nat-
ural calamity. He said air force
choppers are also at hand for res-
cue missions.

Almost all the critically in-
jured persons have been evacuat-
ed to Srinagar, he said. Teams of

© o Two Kashmirt women conssle each

nther in Baramudla on Saturday

doctors are being sent to treat
the injured in Tangdhar sector
who could not be evacuated to
hospital after quake-triggered
landslides closed the main road.
The blockades on Srinagar-Kup-
wara and Baramulla-Uri roads
have been removed and efforts
are on to shift the injured to Sri-
nagar for treatment, he said.

A child was Kkilled as the
strong tremors rocked parts of
Punjab and Haryana leading
to power breakdowns and
damaging houses at many
places. The five-year-old child
was killed when the roof of
his house collapsed in Shahpur
Jajan border village in
Gurdaspur district.

In Chandigarh, power and mo-
bile connections went on the
blink for some time, but life in
the city remained by and large

normal. Senior superintendent
of police, Batala, J K Jain said a
school building collapsed in
Dhergawar, a border village, but
no loss of life was reported.

Neighbouring Himachal
Pradesh was spared any casualty
but the almost minute-long
tremors damaged a roads and
several houses.

High-risk Kashmir

Kashmir is well known to be a
high-risk area for earthquakes
and Saturday’s 7.6-magnitude
temblor came after warnings
that seismic activity there
seemed to be on the rise. Experts
have predicted several after-
shocks in the Valley and adjoin-
ing areas in the coming days.
Seismologists have long con-

Quake worst in 120 yrs

Srinagar: The tremors that
shook Jammu and Kashmir
was the severest in the state
in over 120 years. " “Our
records show that an earth-
quake of 7.0 magnitude was
felt in the valley with epicen-
tre at Sopore in Baramulla
district of north Kashmir on
May 30, 1885,” director weath-
er office G K Mohantey said
here. agencies .

sidered the Himalayan region to
be a danger area like some other
parts such as Gujarat where over
20,000 people died in 2001.
Kashmir lies in thie collision
area of the Eurasian and Indian

 bears the brunt.

tectonic plates which formed the
mighty Himalayas 50 million -
years ago and are now responsi-
ble for the yearly quakes that
cause widespread devastation.

Measuring the tremendous
stresses below the surface,
experts in recent years have not-
ed an increase in the seismic ac-
tivity of the plates under Kash-
mir. Scientists have voiced fears
that major quakes could occur in
Kashmir as well as Uttaranchal
and Nagaland, which also skirt
the southern fringe of the Hi-
malayas on the east.

While geographical statistics
show that almost 54% of India’s
land is vulnerable to earth-
quakes, Kashmir lies closer
to the fault line of the tectonic
plates where the most
severe earth quakes are to be ex-
pected. ™ and Agencies

Quake fells what shells spared

By Aarti Tikoo Singh/TNN

Jammu: For Poonch, it was
like watching a slice of his-
tory disappear. On Satur-
day morning as residents,
hardened to dangers of
shelling and war, rushed
out as the ground beneath
them convulsed with a fury
they hadn’t seen before,
they saw the city’s prize
historical monument trem-
ble and almost crash.

1t was the city’s Moti Ma-
hal Palace, built in 1926 by
Raja Sukhdev Singh, one of
the line of Dogra kings who
invested in the area’s land-
scape and architecture, lit-
tle knowing that a twist of
-history would place it on

the frontlines of a long bor-
der confrontation.

But Moti Mahal, which
took Sukhdev Singh’s bui-
1ders 10 years to finish, had
survived conflict. “For long
Pakistan had been eyeing
Moti Mahal, the historical
palace, and therefore this
palace was spared during
all the wars and otherwise
too. Pakistan never fired at
or shelled this palace with a
design that when they in-
vade Poonch, they would
enjoy it,” an Army officer
of Poonch brigade told TOI

Known as one of the
most exquisite palaces in
Jammu & Kashmir, the
Moti Mahal, a castle-like
structure, was a big draw

MOTI MAHAL

i

for tourists as well as the
pride of residents. On Sat-
urday, the massive earth-
quake, epicentred in the
same country whose sol-

diers had a soft corner for
it, almost flattened it.

IG Police S P Vaid told
TOI that the palace was on
the verge of collapse since
the roof had plummeted
and serious cracks had de-
veloped. “We have no de-
tails whether the Army in-
habiting the palace suf-
fered any loss. But we know
some of the soldiers have
been injured. The tele-
phone and other communi-
cation lines have broken
down completely in
Poonch.” Also severely
damaged in Poonch, one of
the Indian cities which bo-
re the brunt of the quake,
were at least 100 other
homes and buildings.

Sonia, PM herded to lawns

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
was yanked out of a speech he
was delivering and herded out with
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi and
Congress chief ministers attending
a conference in Chandigarh to the
lawns of Punjab Bhavan, the venue
of the conclave, by jittery SPG com-
mandos as doors and windows
started rattling exactly at 9.22 am.

20649

ours after the earthquake meas-

uring 7.6 on the Richter scale
rocked north India, the Centre said
an electronic system to calculate
the exact intensity of an earth-
quake would be put in place within
a couple of weeks time. “We are im-
proving on the system that could
give us the exact intensity of an

earthquake within 10 minutes of its

occurence and it would be put in

place in a few weeks time,” Union

minister for science and technolo-

gy Kapil Sibal said in New Delhi.
*9 000

he US will provide $100,000 in

emergency relief Pakistan. “We
recall with gratitude that when
Americans needed help in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina, Pakistan
stepped forward,” said ambassador
Ryan Crocker.

ES X223

he Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion said its structures ware
quake-resistant. “The Delhi Metro
stations, elevated structures and
underground tunnels are built with

With Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz in
tow, President Pervez Musharraf
surveyed the destruction in
Islamabad on Saturday and called
the quake a “test of the nation”

sufficient strength to endure maxi-
mum stress and strain, including
earthquakes,” said Anuj Dayal, a
Metro spokesperson.




HQJFreezes building in mangrove zones

L\'”J Times News NETWORK ( /\

Mumbai: It’s celebration time for
greens and environmentally con-
scious citizens. Mumbai’s endan-
gered mangroves have got judicial
cover, quite literally. On Thursday,
in a landmark order, the Bombay
high court froze all construction
and dumping activities on man-
grove areas in the city and the rest
of the state. (TOI has consistently
written about the destruction of
the city’s mangroves and its grave
impact on the environment.)
Hearing a PIL filed by the Bom-
bay Environmental Action Group
(BEAG), a division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Dalveer Bhan-
dari and Justice Dhananjay Chan-
drachud cleared the decks for total
protection of mangroves and set

WHAT PAEANS

1 Total ban on copstruction and dumplng of
< gathage and debyis in mangrove areas

1 Declare mangrove areas as ‘protectad
forests' ater satellite mapping and survey

I Total freeze on destruction and cutting
of mangroves

! mpmmmnﬁﬁﬂnﬁﬂmetmsouau
sides of all mangroves immediately -

I State and its agencies can't grant any
development permission on mangrove plots

specific deadlines for the govern-
ment to declare mangrove plots as
‘protected forests’.

The concern of the judges was

TH

+ 3,,“‘

ll 'DIA

evident from the fact that a special
messenger was despatched to de-
liver a signed copy of the order to
chief secretary Prem Kumar on
Thursday itself. Greens are happy
about mangrove lands being de-
clared as forests. This, they say,
will afford mangroves a far greater
degree of protection as their care
and preservation will be the re-
sponsibility of the state forest de-
partment, with heavy penalties
and jail terms for offenders.

In the first part of their interim
judgment, the judges have ordered a
ban on the destruction and cutting of
mangroves in the entire state. Not
stopping at a ban on any develop-
ment on mangrove plots, the court
also issued orders to stop all con-
struction activity within 50 metres
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Sri Lanka court
freezes sunami
aid shafi ing g pack

REUTERS aQ
COLOMBO, JULY 15 \\\’),

RI LANKAS
Supreme Court today
froze a government
pact to share $3 bn in
tsunami aid with Tamil Tigers
rebels, in a fresh blow to peace
hopes as a rash of violence
threatens a three-year truce.
The court objected to
clauses regarding the manage-
ment of donor funds pledged
torebuild tsunami-hit areas in
rebel-held parts of the island’s
northern coastline, but it
stopped short of declaring the
agreementillegal.
“The President, as the
leader of the country, has the
sole and discretionary power

enter into any agreement
with the LTTE,” said Chief
Justice Sarath N Silva, reading
out the 40-page ruling.

The interim order tem-
porarily suspends the creation
of a relief fund—a key aspect
in the tsunami aid-sharing
mechanism—in the northern
rebel stronghold of
Kilinochchi, and objects to
where the funds are deposited.

The court ruling followed a
petition lodged by the Marxist
People’s Liberation Front
(JVP), which quit President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s
ruling coalition last month
over the aid pact.

The pact aims to help speed
up relief to tens of thousands of
Sri Lankans still living in tents.

INDI £+,
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After tsunam, disease

Boston/Jakarta, June 23
(Reuters): The December
tsunami that left over 200,000
people dead or missing in Asia
and Africa appears to have
caused some unusual lung and
sinus infections, and even a
paralysing brain infection, ac-
cording to officials and a re-
port in the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine.

Doctors from Massachu-
setts General Hospital report
in the Journal on the case of a
17-year-old girl from Indonesia
who was 2.5 km inland when a
wave from the December 26
tsunami swept her up and car-
ried her another kilometre.

Two days later she devel-
oped a cough, followed by
headache, nausea and vomit-
ing. She was treated for pneu-
monia but after another week
developed a weakness on the
right side of her body, which
progressed to paralysis.

The teen turned out to have
abrain abscess caused by the
same infection that had first
attacked her lungs. After in-

A girl at a tsunami shelter in
Kargil Nagar, near Chennai,
after it was razed by a fire.
(Reuters)

tensive treatment with antibi-
otics, she recovered and was
able to walk.

Her case was rare among
tsunami survivors, said Tjan-
dra Yoga Aditama, a senior
lung doctor who served in a
government team that re-
opened hospitals in Aceh
where the tsunami left more
than 160,000 killed or missing.

“There were a few cases,

but definitely not y. We
had one treated in Aceh and
several (treated) in Medan,”
he said, referring to the coun-
try’s third largest city where
many tsunami patients from
Aceh were taken.

Aditama said he had not
heard of any new cases since
early this year, but added that
pneumonia was a major prob-
lem for tsunami survivors.

World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) officials also said
the case reported in the jour-
nal was likely to be rare.

“This is most likely an in-
dividual case, but would not be
a transferable disease based
on the information available,”
Anshu Banerjee, head of the
WHO office in Aceh, said.

In Thailand, a team of doc-
tors at Bangkok’s Rajavithi
hospital reported that after
the December 26 disaster they
had to treat lung problems in
dozens of patients who in-
haled salt water contaminated
by bacteria often found in the
soil.
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Shipping Ministry proposal

to repair tsunami-hit jetties

S. Dorairaj

PORT BLAIR: Jetties play an impor-
tant role in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands in the logistics
of transporting passengers and
cargo to various islands. Their
significance in the life of the peo-
ple can be understood from the
fact that there are 49 jetties at
various islands for berthing
ships. But several of them have
been destroyed by the December
26 tsunami.

The total collapse of six jetties
at Hut Bay in Little Andaman,
Malacca and Tee Top in Car Ni-
cobar, Chowra, Teressa and
Katchal in Nancowry group and
badly-damaged ones in Jun-
glighat and Fisheries Jetty at
Port Blair, Pongibalu in South
Andaman, Gandhi Nagar in
North Andaman and Campbell
Bay in Great Nicobar made
things difficult for the Integrat-

ed Relief Command to transport s

relief and rehabilitation materi-
al to different islands.

Though the temporary ar-

rangements such as use of float-
ing jetties have helped the IRC
tide over the emergency situa-
tion, the Ministry of Shipping
has realised the need to recon-
struct and modernise the jetties.

According to Lt. Governor
Ram Kapse, the Ministry of
Shipping has put up an estimate
for the rehabilitation, recon-
struction, modernisation, re-
placement of damaged
infrastructure and creation of
additional facilities for ports at
Rs.1,606.33 croves.

The proposal has been accept-
ed by the Planning Commission
and included in the final report
of the tsunami relief
programme.

Under the project, Rs. 347.71
crores will be earmarked for re-
habilitation and reconstruction
of the damaged port infrastruc-
ture and Rs. 1258.62 crores will

.
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VITAL LINKS: A floating jetty put up at the Campbell Bay. ~PHOTO: V. GANESAN

be utilised for modernisation
and creation of additional facil-
ities in two phases till 2010.

In the first phase from 2004-
2008, a total investment of Rs.
897.31 crores will be made, out of
which Rs. 238.69 crores will be
spent on rehabilitation and re-
construction.

Additional facilities will be

);”’ .
R

‘'t

created at a cost of Rs. 658.62
crores.

Of the total investment of Rs.
709.02 crores to be made in
phase-IT during 2008-2010, Rs.
600 crores will be earmarked for
additional facilities and
Rs.109.02 crores will be spent on
rehabilitation.

According to D.S. Negi, Chief

Secretary to A and N Adminis-
tration, the Ministry of Shipping
has identified six projects to be
taken up on turn-key basis at a
total cost of Rs. 560.20 crores.
Utmost importance is being
given to the implementation of
two of the six projects: devel-
opment of Katchal harbour for
berthing of mainland ships and

construction of an alternative
jetty for inter island vessels at
Safed Balu in Teressa Island.

The notice inviting expres-
sion of interest for selection of
the consultancy agency, under
whose supervision the turnkey
projects will be taken up has
been published, he says.



Tsunami island spews lava

OURBUREAU

May 30: Barren Island is
breathing fire again.

Eleven years after a mas-
sive eruption, India’s lone ac-
tive volcano has started spew-
ing flames and lava in the
tsunami-scarred Andaman
and Nicobar archipelago.

The eruption was first
spotted by a Coast Guard ship
— the island is out of bounds
for civilians because of strate-
gic reasons — on Saturday as
it came close to the island, 140
km northeast of Port Blair.

The latest volcanic blow-up
does not seem to be as power-
ful as the one in 1994 when a
smouldering river of lava
flowed into the sea, creating a
tongue of cooled and hard-
ened rock that extends to a dis-
tance of about half-a-kilome-
tre into the sea.

But an official said the
flames are 70 to 80-foot tall and
the lava is gushing out from a
new crater.

“The new spot is a crater
slightly smaller and a bit far
from the original crater where
the huge eruption took place.
As of now it is not a cause for
concern, but we are constantly
monitoring the situation,”
D.S. Negi, the chief secretary
of the Andaman and Nicobar
Island administration, told
The Telegraph.

“The volcanic eruption is
not as bad as before, but the
smoke which comes out from
the volcano has suddenly thi-
ckened. We had a team on the
island and they have seen for
themselves the fresh lava,”
said commander S. Tiwari, st-
aff officer to the commander-
in-chief of the Andaman and

not flowing into the sea, but I

BARREN ISLAND: MAY 28, 2005

will reassess the situation to-
morrow,” Negi, who had seen
the volcanic eruption in 1994,
said.

“If the eruption had taken
place on the same crater
things could have been worse,
put the island is away from
Port Blair and is not inhabit-
ed,” he added.

Though uninhabited, the 3-
km diameter Barren Island is
home to bats, crabs, rats and
several species of birds and

goats. The island was once
known for the goats — which

- wete thought to be surviving

on seawater until an Indo-Ital-
ian research team discovered
two fresh-water springs on the
island in 2003.

Scientists are trying to find
out whether the eruption hag
anything to do with the De-

cember 26 tsunami.
According to Dgpfiadula
Chandrashekarany”a geolo

BARREN
ISLAND

Smoke billows from Barren Isiand on Saturday. (71 |

Technology in Mumbai and a
member of the Indo-Italian ex-

“pedition to the island two

years ago, the fresh eruption
is not surprising. -

Barren Island is in the
north end of a chain of vol-
canic islands that extends
from the Java-Sumatra region
to the north Andaman sea.
The region has experienced a
string of earthquakes over the
past few months.

“A steady swarm of earth-

quakes in a volcanic terrain is
a strong indicator of magma
(the hot fluid under the
Earth's crust) movement — a
precursor to volcanic erup-
tion,” Chandrashekaram told
The Telegraph. Such earth-
quakes suggest that the
magma, usually confined to
depths below 100 to 200 km, is
moving upwards, he said.
Scientists can predict vol-
canic eruptions by steadily
tracking the magma flow be-

neath the volcano. A laborato-
ry at the base of Mount Etna
in Sicily, for instance, does this
and can‘predict when the Etna
will ooze lava. But magma ac:
tivity is not monitored on Bar
ren Island.

Chandrashekaram ~ sait
there is not enough data to pre
dict how long an eruptio
would last on Barren Islanc
The molten lava could tak
weeks or even months t
solidify.
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“Clinton cancels
Maldives tour """ )

Male,May2s M- 1D M }

FORMER US President Bill Clinton was disap-
pointed that he could not make a planned visit to
tsunami-hit areas in the Maldives, his deputy said
on Sunday, as some officials said the cancellation
was due to bad weather while others said Clinton
was exhausted.

“He is disappointed ... He wanted to go,” said Er-
skine Bowles, Clinton’s former chief of staff and
deputy to the ex-president in his role as special UN
envoy for tsunami recovery. “But we’ll be back,”
Bowles said. Clinton had been slated to visit tsuna-
mi-devastated areas, speak to survivors and. re-
view recovery efforts. The ex-president was still
set to meet with a UN team, as well as business and
civil society leaders on Sunday, officials said.

Clinton was not sick, but was “just plain pooped
and he wants to slow his schedule down,” said
Cherie Hart, regional communications officer for
the UN development program and a coordinator of
Clinton’s visit. The former president had a heart
bypass operation in September. In March, fluid
and scar tissue were removed from his chest.

However, Brendan Varma, a UN spokesman in
New York, said Clinton cancelled the trip due to
bad weather. “He is not exhausted,” Varma said.
“He is doing fine and he is going to continue with
his busy schedule of meetings.”

The monsoon season is just starting in the Mal-
dives. The country’s meteorology department had
forecast intermittent rain showers and moderate
seas on Sunday There were some sun breaks
throughout the day.

Bowles said Clinton was set to go to the Indone-
sian city of Banda Aceh — in the area hit hardest
by the December 26 earthquake and tsunami — on
Monday. Clinton had initially planned to fly to the
Maldives’ Fonadhoo Island, one of those hardest
hit by the tsunami. His meetings with officials, ini-
tially scheduled for Sunday morning, were pushed
back to the afternoon to let him rest, said Maldives
government spokesman Ahmed Shaheed.

AP
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U.N. envoy Clinton conveys world's s solidarity

“The trick is to get the coordmatlon rlght e

and make the resources move”

Ramya Kannan

CHENNAI: The former United
States President and Special En-
voy of the United Nations secre-
tary-General for  Tsunami
Recovery, Bill Clinton, on Friday
played the role of an interna-
tional ambassador — looking,
observing and approving.

Leading a top U.N, team to
survey the tsunami-hit areas of
the district at Nagapattinam, Ta-
mil Nadu, Mr. Clinton spent
about one and a half hours, try-
ing to understand the five
months of hard work that has
gone into rebuilding a society
that was badly devastated by the
killer waves that struck on De-
cember 26.

Winding up his short, yet pur-
poseful, visit to the district with
a press conference, Mr.Clinton
said that in the beginning he had
thought the big problem would
be to get the governments of the
world to give aid for tsunami re-
lief and rehabilitation. However,
contributions came pouring in
and non-government organisa-
tions, put together, had about $3
billion in the bank. “The trick is
to get the coordination right and
make the resources move,” he
said laying his finger on the nub
of the post-tsunami reconstruct-
ion activity.

It was a hot and humid after-
noon, a couple of hours before,
when Mr.Clinton’s special hel-
icopter landed at Nagapattinam,

_bringing the man to a town that
has borre large-scale havoc, de-
struction, and death — 6,065
persons dead, over 75 per cent of
the total human life loss in Tamil
Nadu. Clad in a bright orange
t-shirt and khakis, Mr. Clinton
drove straight down to the Col-
lectorate that houses the NGO
Coordination and Resource
Centre, supported by the U.N.
He took a look at the tsunami
photo exhibition and the award
winning designs for disaster-re-
sistant shelters accompanied by
U.N. Resident Coordinator,

Maxine Olson, UNICEF Repre-
sentative Cecilio Adorna and
WHO Representative, Salim Ha-
bayeb. He also interacted with
members of NGOs, Nirmala and
Vadivelu, two children affected
by the tsunami, and the Para-
meswaran couple who, after los-
ing their three children in the
disaster, are looking after other
orphans. “I can never forget your
story,” he told Parameswaran.

His next stop was the ITI tem-
porary shelter, There he spoke
to the tsunami-affcted children,
played with them — big and
small. Yogeswaran hardly came
up to the knees of the tall, impos-
ing visitor who walked into tem-
porary shelter 601. So when he
ran to hug him, he could only
clutch at the big man’s legs. But
when he could, he held on tight.

Mr. Clinton was thrilled. He
spent a few minutes in the shel-
ter where Yogeswaran lives with
his mother Bhoopathy and three
sisters, asking them how they
coped. He also walked into the
dimly-lit shelters 599 and 600,
and spoke warmly to the in-
mates, communicating more
through feeling, rather than
words.

N

Where language did not mat-
ter, could accents have mattered
much? A group of little ones in a
circle singing nursery rhymes, in

partly-intelligible Enghsh won
instant appreciatioh for their
enthusiasm.

Finding himself among chil-
dren eager to reach out to him,
Mr. Clinton did the spontaneous
act — bending down to them,
speaking to them, calling them
endearingly and telling them
that they looked good in their
clothes. And he assured them
that he would be back. “It was
very moving,” he later told the-
media,

Inside the ICDS centre, also
sponsored by the United Na-
tions, Mr. Clinton lifted Mo-
hammed Imran Nazeer, a
toddler. Little Nazeer stared at
the stranger and yet for the min-
ute that he was held in the hands
of the former President of the
United States, he seemed at ease.

On his way back to the heli-
pad, with the crowds lining on
either side of the road and cheer-
ing him, Mr. Clinton broke pro-
tocol. He got out of the car and
shook hands with them, before
moving on.

R.K.Radhakrishnan

CHENNAI: The former U.S.
President and United Nations
special envoy, Bill Clinton,
said on Friday that he hoped
that he would be able to
persuade the nations that
promised financial aid for
tsunami relief to deliver on
their promises.

Answering a question here,
Mr. Clinton said:

“I hope I can do something
about it. Because that is one of
the big reasons Kofi Annan,
the Secretary-General, asked
me to do this job. T know he

‘Funds not a problem now’

was sitting in his office
thinking ‘how can I make sure
that the countries give the
money they promised. I will
ask Bill Clinton to do this and
then he will go and meet the
leaders of the countries that
are guilty..” I think in a year
that will be an issue.

“Now, interestingly enough,
that is not the issue because
the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank have made
commitments they will
honour, and today there are
over $ 3 billion in the bank
accounts of the NGOs. Given
by people...for tsunami relief.”

IN SOLIDARITY: Bill Clinton, Special Envoy for U.N. tsunami recovery, empathises with seven-month-old Mohammed
Imran Nazeer of Silladi Nagar in Nagapattinam district. His mother managed to hold him tight when the tsunami
struck on December 26. His two brothers, seven-year-old Mohammed Basith and five-year-old Abdul Halim, were
snatched away from their mother by the giant wave; only the older survived. - PHOTO: S.R. RAGHUNATHAN




. Pey am seyenb jnoqe suon
-0U 9WI0S pagdueyod sey )1 jng Kes 0] 3nd
“IIP sJeylL,, ‘SsAes asfrsueq ;sayenb
-U31ee 0} suoad 810w U039 N0 Spewl
apmTuSew jeo1s e Yons JO JUSWSAOUL
0TUO108]) 3yl SeH ‘SeLIIUNOD IS0
pue erensny ‘uedep ‘esloy ‘eury)
“eIpu] ul — S9}I[[81es PaJedTPap W0y
elep [ed130[0a3 Sunos[[od J0J punoas
93U} U0 PI[[eISUl — SISAISIRI SdDH
[euoTIBUISIUT PUR [BUOTIRU UYSNnoayl
elep Pajos[00 a8y ples oalloueg
"dutZe3dew 20ua19§ JO UOTIIPa S,Jpuout
STy} ur paystiqnd aq 0} psje(s sI ayenb
-“JlIeY sueurepuy-eeuwnms ot} Jo uory
-BIN(J pUe 9ZI§ 9Y,L, Pap} taded Jay,],
‘ejep 8y} penduwiod pue pesA[eur
‘Pajooqo0 — BIWIOJI[B) JO AJISIOA

s [V S

eIpU] 10§ NUILIAX? Surrow e rureu

-Tuf} 93 jo uuewsang -y pue £sAIng
[e0130[08D SN Y} JO ZUT[od dd Ym
8uore —asl1sued £501095) UeAe[eWIL]
Jo aymnisuy erpep\ peseq-un( BIYa(
ayp Jo sslrauey J sAes . ‘Pareuinisatop
-un £reniur ‘sem A319Us JO 9SLITAI T}
-0} 31} Jey} sueswl oste Sy, ‘Suryeys
Sem UlLIes ay) Jey} ssiread jupip oid
-09d Jey) MO[S 0S Sem J1 ‘SpUB[S] UBUIRD
-Uy 93 payoead J1 9UIl} o3 A 'SInoy
om) JOJ psnunuod ayenb ayy jeyy
BIEp SdO YSNOoIU} JUIes] OsTe ap\ ‘Sul
-USTUO)SE ST Joedwll Ue JO pury sty
"21)UL01ds 91) tOJJ WY 00S‘F JO sSnIped
B SSOJOB 90BJINS S, (113 9} U0 SUOT}
-eu1I0Jop pasned axenb ay3 yey) speaa
-91 OSTe B)Ep JYJ, "W Z INOge A[Uo Aq
cm>oE ung exysq — mJ&Bﬁpoz $9

B

, \

-SBAIDAP JUIWBdR[ASIp S L, "Wt T Aq
peqeIspAH pue wwl ¢I AqQ aJofesueg
‘ww 97 Aq pesowr werndeyjueuea
NJIY, ‘e8elsAe Ue UQ "WUI CT UeY}
aJIow Aq — J[es) ‘eyenb a1} Jo Aep
3]} U0 1S0W 9y} PaAow BIpu] Inos
"SAI3OWTIUSD M3 B £] SpIem
-JSB3 paAoOW sey AIUnod aarjue oy}
Jsowfe ‘Joedull S)1 Jepun Jet) umoys
SBY (SdDH) WLISAS 3uiuolyisod [e
-qO1D 9y} YSnoJI) S[qe[TRAR BJep 1Sale[
9Y,[, I19ADIO] 189 JINO Yjeausq punois
9y] pedueyo sey eisy ISeq-ymosg
ur ordosd (000007 UeY} SI0WL PIOIY
ey} 1ureuns) 9z YAHWHOHd HHL

61 A ‘I4|2Q MIN

;, "4.1  siqoueried OHLYILNS

1 elpep dnoun

130.n0g

NE——

nsy.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

’\L

¢ M



“J10JJ uL193-Juo]
e aq [ siyl jeyy Juistuooss
sanyoeded pling weyl padpy
pue juswdo[aadp Ul PpuIyaq
pedde] 1e1) $07e1S Ay} JO SwWOS
yim A[aso[o ylom 0] paLiy jueg
3yl jey) pres Jole)) "I ° pIes
Ja3ae) I Suonjejuswadul Ar
-03deJsIes aq ued aIay; jeyj yoad
-so.d poo$ e uo paseq si sTy3 Jetyl
aans ayew 0] Sutog aae ap "A[Ss9]
-ygnoyy s siyy op o3 gurod
jou aJe oam Ing ' sa3e3s Jalood
9y} splemol YIys [erjueisqns e
935 [[1M nOK UdAYM ST 800T “DOUDT]
‘aredsid o1 siwak om] ueyy arow
el aoueuy am Jey; syoafoxd
9] 9SNLIA( BUIT) SULOS dXE) S0P
awweigord uIpus| no Jo UoI3IS
~oduiod ayy ut afueyd [enjoe ayy
[3ey3] st 1aj0 oy y,  swapqoxd
Ayoeded ayy St 1SIy Ay, 'yeyy
I0] SUOSEAI OM] aIe dldY[,,

SUOSBIIOM ],
‘Sueo] jusua

-dofaaap ay3 Jo aqeys aftey A19a
© 108 10U pIp puryaq padse| ey

$97818 9y, Tesp a1l e passaid
-oxd pey jey; sejels ur soal
-oad 03 juam Ajurofews € ‘BIpul UL
s109foad 10J payreuLles sUoljiq
€ $ 94 JO '[erIUB)SqNS Sem npeN
[fwe, yum juswafedus syueyq
a3 Jey} 193e[ pres Isje) "IN
"pastfeuy usaq sey j0af
-oxd oy}, "A[ejeIpowiuil paies|d
jo3forg uonenues pue £ddng
191EM [BdITY DPEN [IUIR[, 843 pd
-jueMm OS[e I9)SIUL JO1YD YL,
109foad
STy} 10§ 9oUeIEAD A[ID AjEYI[IOR]
0} I911e) I poalsanbal eeyy|
-e[ede "SI '10]09S ULIE] 3} 10}
wnjuawow ymorgd mau oplaoad
pue uiseq yoea ui swaisAs uores
LI 9y} astutapowr [[m 3aafoad
styJ, “Ayroud uaard sq pinoys
2 - 193fo1d uonEpI[OSUOD $30IN0S
-91 I3)jeM JY] BdUdY PuE Iojem
JO uoyes|IIN JUBIDYJS U0 paseq
uoneoyisiaalp doldo 03 UIAIG
aq pInoys soueliodur wnwixew
leyy pies eeylereder S|
199loag
uononpay Ajsaod pue jusuwl

-romodwy npeN [fwe], ay) pue
¢ - 109fo1q juswdojessq ueqin
apeN el 9y “pafoig sway
-SAS i[E9H npeN [ure], Ay} —
jueg ay3 £q spoeford mau a1y}
JO uopodues pIoddI By} 10§ 19}
18D N paxyuey} I93STUTAL JOIyD
9y} jey; pres aseaad ssaxd y

UOLOUES PI0ddY

'S910129G°ZS
"$Y Jo Ae[ino ue je p1oddns uoye;
-uswRdwl pue SaI01d LT'TH 'SY
Jo Ae[Ino ue 1e Juruieas [eoruyoa)
‘S90010 [$°'¢8 'SY Jo Aepno ue
1B INIONISBIJUT JO UOIIONIISUOD

ssaJboad
NOIIONNSNDI2S JOJIUOW
0} payounej ajisqap »

eey)ijejedepr
<Ayond Job pynoys
199foad S321n0SaL JAJRM 4

s}1o0foud mau aaly}
SUOJIIULRS JuRy PlIOM «

-91 pue Jredod ‘sal0id Z'ZZI'SH
Jo Aejno ue je pooyrpeAal
JO UOITRI03SAI ‘SAIOID HISGT'SY
Jo Aeino ue je UOIIONIISUCIAL
Suisnoy are asay ], ‘syueuoduiod
Jofew aay sey joeford oy,
‘drja/uracg uy mmm
:s3lopy0 UO[}ONIISU0IAI
3y} Jo ssarfoxd ayy Iojruowr 03
AJAISN[OX3 3)isqam B paydung|
‘1931e) d [PBUOIA ‘Brpuj “10}
-da11(] Aruno) yueq pIopm OYL
"1o8foxd 9} Jo JUSUIAOUSWIWIOD
ay} Jurqeusis anberd e porrea
-un eeyfereler Sy "pooyI[dAl|
10j uoisiaoad oy pue serIUdWE
UOUIWOD PUE SBWOY JO UOTIONI}S
-u0d 3y saajoaur joafoxd ayy,
"£007 “19q
-012Q }Jo pus ayy Aq parsjduiod
9q 03 pajoadxs st 1o9ford ayy,
«108load uoIPNISUOIAI  TUIRU
-ns) AOUlGIOWD, SAI0ID F£'TS8
‘I'SY pojsisse-jueg PlIOM 9}
payoune] Aepsaupapy uo eeyi
-e[eAef I9ISTUIIY JOTUD :IVNNIHD

juspuodsairo) feroadg

T e Igoad uornonsuodd.l
- WreuNs) SAyoUNe| I9)SIUIA Jory)

S
-
O~
-
x
oD
<



Govt okays Clinton’s tsunami teur

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, May 18

FORMER US President Bill Clinton is
all set to tour tsunami-ravaged areas
of Tamil Nadu later in this month.

Although the Centre did not allow
the UN secretary-general Kofi Annan
to travel the tsunami-affected regions
of Tamil Nadu in January, this time it
has no objection to Clinton, who is the
UNSG’s special representative, visit-
ing the worst hit villages.

With the race for reforms at the UN
in its final phases, and India, along
with Brazil, Germany and Japan, hav-
ing circulated a draft resolution seek-
ing permanent slots on the UN Securi-
ty Council, Clinton’s visit is welcome.

It would help serve as an opportuni-
ty to showcase how India “responsi-
bly” and largely on its own handled
the tsunami disaster and its after-
math.

Clinton was appointed the UNSG’s
point person for tsunami rehabilita-
tion in February. The UN Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) is coordi-
nating this India visit.

The former US President, who is
also President George W. Bush’s spe-
cial coordinator for tsunami relief, is
scheduled to arrive in India on a three-
day visit from May 25.

He will review relief and recon-
struction work in Tamil Nadu’s tsuna-
mi-hit Nagapattinam district, where
his Clinton Foundation has adopted
several tsunami-afflicted villages.

In January, when Annan visited
some worst-hit countries, including In-

1 g MAY 2004 mEH@UST
AN TIME:
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Tamil Nadu CM Jayalalithaa distributes assistance during the launch of the
Emergency Tsunami Reconstruction Project in Cuddalore on Wednesday. World
Bank’s director in India Michael F. Carter was also present on the occasion.

donesia, Thailand and Sri Lanka, he
had wanted to visit India, but was po-
litely told that visitors were not wel-
come.

According to MEA spokesman
Navtej Sarna, the January decision
was “a matter of general policy.”

The government felt “such visits at

this stage should not take place be-
cause the local authorities are fully
preoccupied with the relief effort.”

At a briefing Sarna had said, “We
would not be in a position, at this
stage, to have made the arrangements
and provide the facilities that we nor-
mally do for high-level visits.”
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Andamans have shifted
closer to manﬂr@gd@/(

HT Correspondent \g\

New Delhi, May 9

THE ANDAMAN Islands
have shifted permanently
on the western side towa-
rds India by three metres
and a similar shift has also
taken place towards Bur-
ma on the eastern side fol-
lowing the tsunami due to
displacement of the Indi-
an plate underneath.
Secretary, Department
of Ocean Development,
H.K. Gupta gave this infor-
mation at a post-tsunami
Press conference addres-
sed by science and technol-
ogy and ocean develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal.
He said that, though In-
dia had decided to go in for
an indigenously built tsu-
nami warning system, it
would not be averse to pr-
ocuring technology from
anywhere if it was requi-
red and would also be open
to sharing of information
with its immediate neigh-
bours, including Pakistan.
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TSUNAMI EFFECT

Dr Gupta said India had
decided not to be part of
the Pacific tsunami warn-
ing system because there
were 70 per cent to 90 per
cent false alarms.

Warning was given on
the basis of the earth-
quake location and magni-
tude only and such advi-
sories were not suitable
for India, where the coa-
stal population was large
and intense coastal opera-
tions needed to take place.

India needed to have its
own transducers placed
strategically to sense the
creation of tsunamis.

The only two places con-
sidered to be tsunamige-
nic earthquake-generating
zones were Java-Sumatra
to Andaman-Nicobar and
the area close to the Maka-
ran coasts in the Arabian
Sea, he added. The Indian
system would be in place

by next year and functlon
= al by 2007, he said. Dr B.R.
Subramanian, director, In-
tegrated Coastal and Mari-
ne Area Management Pro-
ject Directorate, said cru-
ises undertaken on board
Sagar Kanya, Sagar Sam-
pada, Sagar Purvi and Sa-
gar Pachimi to study the
impact of tsunamis on the
east coast, west coast and
around the Andaman &
Nicobar islands had sho-
wn damage to the coral
reefs along the middle and
south Andamans — pri-
marily because of the
physical impact to reefs
and siltation.

Rejuvenation of reefs
might take some time and
needed to be monitored, he
added. There was also seen
to be a decrease in the fish
catch from 1,500 kg to 300
kg along the south-west
coast (depth 250 m) and in-
crease of the fish catch
from 9 kg to 125 kg along
the north-east coast (depth
300 m).
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Post-tsunami: waiting for things to happen

Tsunami ¢ -~
rehabilitation and
reconstruction waits

for land, funds, and

norms.

LAY
\\\;

V. Jayanth

T IS already mid-summer and the heat is

intense in many parts of the country.Ta-
mil Nadu and most of Andhra Pradesh will
have to await the northeast monsoon, which
may not come before October-November.
This means the thousands of families, who
lost their dwelling units in the December 26,
2004 tsunami, may have to rough it out fora
year; perhaps, more. Tamil Nadu and the
Andaman and Nicobar islands were the
worst affected by the tsunami and the per-
manent rehabilitation and reconstruction
programme has not begun in any serious

way in these two regions. A policy frame- |

work may be ready; some lands have been
identified, a model for housing has been
evolved, but that is all.

Even in the restoration of livelihood, a lot

more needs to be done before a majority of ;

the fishermen who lost their nets, equip-
ment, and more important, their fishing ves-
sels, can return to the seas. Thousands of
fisherfolk still depend on local labour or the
Government’s special assistance pro-
gramme to provide their families at least one
square meal a day. Also, how long can the
State Governments continue assistance —
" free rations and a cash assistance. The earli-
er a permanent programme is firmed up the
better. The feedback from the fishing villag-
es does not seem very reassuring. Fishermen
who have not ventured into the sea for want
of a vessel may lose their self-confidence.
And, at the moment, they may not be
equipped or trained to do anything else.
Aside from the economic angle, the problem
has social dimensions.

Permanent housing

As for the housing problem, a majority of
the tsunami-affected families have been ac-
commodated in temporary dwelling units,
not very far from the coast. But the unsea-
sonal heavy rain in coastal Tamil Nadu in
early April made life miserable for those
sheltered in these units. The authorities
concerned had taken some steps to make
these temporary shelters “more liveable.” In
summer, the heat makes it difficult to stay
indoors. And, rain makes it worse; the roof
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MUCH TO MEND: The scene at a temporary shelter for tsunami-affected people in Tamil Nadu’s Nagapattinam district
after the recent rain in early April. - PHOTO: R. SHIVAJI RAO

leaks and there is no flooring as such. So, the
fisherfolk were moved to emergency camps
and sent back after the rain stopped. But
they have to be prepared for the monsoon
season ahead.

Permanent housing means major invest-
ment. The fisherfolk cannot afford to build
houses or units on their own — especially
after losing all their possessions. The Gov-
ernment of India and multilateral agencies
such as the World Bank, the Asian Devel-
opment Bank, and the United Nations are
finalising a major tsunami rehabilitation
and reconstruction programme for the af-
fected States. The European Union and a few
other organisations have also pledged some
funds. The Centre has to firm up the package
and complete the formalities so that the
funds can start flowing in. A peculiar prob-
lem for the Andaman islands is that some of
the affected families have come to Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, seeking relief
and compensation. Temporary shelters have
just taken shape in the ravaged islands.

On the restoration of livelihood, the prob-

E U

lem appears to be one of formatting and
procedures. The Centre has already an-
nounced a package of subsidy and loans for
fishermen — repairs and replacement. The
subsidy differs for catamarans, mechanised
boats and fibreglass boats. After Tamil Na-
dw’s complaint that the subsidy should not
be linked to loans, this has been done, but
the problems on the ground and in the im-
plementation of the programme remain.
There appears to be a crisis in the villages,
but the solution lies more with the fisher-
men than the Government.

As far as accounting procedures — be it for
subsidy or loan — are concerned, distribu-
tion of such assistance necessitates “asset
creation.” About Rs. 115 crores have been
distributed among the affected fishermen in
Tamil Nadu for repairs and replacement of
mechanised boats, catamarans, fibreglass
boats as well as nets and fishing equipment.
But this is barely a third of what has been
sanctioned. Enquiries show that subsidies or
loans are released to a joint account of the
beneficiary and an official of the Fisheries

Department. On the production of bills or
orders placed for vessels or equipment, the
amount is released. “There has to be an asset
creation for any amount released from the
joint account. That is the procedure. Those
who are able to satisfy this condition have
availed of the subsidy or loan, as the case
may be,” explains a senior official.

A spokesman of the fishermen’s feder-
ation says: “The fishermen do not want to be
bogged down by procedures and documents.
Most of them are used to private, informal
loan arrangements and have not gone to a
bank before. Some of them have grouped
together and want to buy a mechanised boat
as a team. '

“The administration has to formulate new
schemes to meet their needs instead insist-
ing on their meeting the existing rules and
regulations. It is an extra-ordinary problem
and calls for an out-of-the-ordinary solu-
tion.” The question is whether the Govern-
ments — Centre and the States — can come
up with such a framework before it is tgo

late. e
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8. 7 MAGNITUDE TEMBLOR ON SAME FAULTLINE AS 26 DEC DISASTER

Quqke off Sumatra sparks
tsunami fears ebb

o

panic,

March 28. — A major carthquake
struck off the west coast of Ind-
onesia’s Sumatra Island late today,
on the same faultline as the 26
‘December quake that generated
huge tsunami across a swathe of
countries in the Indian Ocean re-
- gion. The epicentre of today’s qu-
‘ake was barely 55 km away from
that of the 26 December quake.
Officials earlier warned that a

tsunami could strike the area but

fears of another catastrophe eased
within hours, as officials in coun-
tries closest to the quake’s epicen-
tre said they had received no repo-
rts of waves striking their coasts th-
ree hours after the earthquake hit.

“It seems this earthquake did not
trigger tsunami,” said Mr Prihar
Yadi, a scientist with the Indonesia
Geophysics Agency. “If it had, the
tsunami would have hit the coast-
line of Sumatra by now. And if
there’s no tsunami on the coastline
near the epicentre of the quake,
there will not be one heading in the
other directions.” A Thai expert
said the threat would seemed to
have passed.

The U8 Geological Survey said
the temblor, described by one of
the agency’s geologists as an after-
shock of the devastating 26 Decem-
ber earthquake, had a magnitude
of 8.7 on the Richter Scale.

Tremors were felt as far away as
Malaysia, Singapore and parts of
Thailand and fears of a tsunami
spread across South-east and South
Asian countries that had borne the
brunt of the December disaster.
Indonesia, India, Malaysia, Thaila-
nd and Sri Lanka issued tsunami
alerts following the quake and

THE STATESMAN

‘Dozens have died’

JAKARTA, March 28. — The quake off
Sumatra has left “dozens” of people
dead and caused extensive damage
on the outlying island of Nias, an offic-
ial on the island told Metro TV in Indo-
nesia. ‘| can say that tens of people
died but | cannot be sure,” Mr Agus
Mendrofa, the deputy chief of Nias isl-
and said. He said hundreds of houses
had collapsed in the island's capital
Gumung Sitoli trapping many. — AFP

panic-stricken residents made for
higher ground.

The USGS said in a statement
that the quake occurred on a seg-
ment of the same fault line that
triggered the, magnitude-9 earth-
quake on 26 December, the world’s
biggest in 40 years. Mr Budi
Waluyo of the Indonesian National
Meteorological and Geophysical
Agency, said the quake’s epicentre
was 90 km south of the island of
Simeulu, in the sea-bed off Sum-
atra’s western coast. The quake
occurred at 11:09 p.m. local time at
a depth of nearly 19 miles. After-
shocks rocked Sumatra with a six-
magnitude quake recorded after
midnight.

In Banda Aceh, the Sumatran
city that was hit hardest by Decem-
ber’s disaster, the quake cut elec-
tricity and thousands of people po-
ured into the streets, most getting
into vehicles to flee low-lying areas.
The quake lasted about two minut-
es. “People are still traumatised,
still scared, they are running for
higher ground,” said Feri, a 24-
year-old volunteer.

The quake was felt as far away as
Malaysia, about 300 miles from the
epicentre, sending panicky resi-
dents fleeing from their apartments

') Myanmar

Alert across coastal India

NEW DELHI/HYDERABAD March 28.
— Ahead of the earthquake in Sumat-
ra, a 5-Richter quake hit Nicobar at
7.15 p.m. (IST). Till midnight there
was, however, no sign of water rising
and exploding on India’s shores.
Secretary, ocean development
department, Dr Harsh Gupta, said:
“The earthquake in Sumatra took
place at 9.40 p.m, IST. Two hours have
passed. | have talked to Dr Jan
Sopasclu Waken, director Indonesian
Institute of Science. He says there is
no tsunami. | have checked with tide
gauge at Port Blair, the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, there is no tsunami.
Earlier, science and technology
minister Mr Kapil Sibal had warned

that the earthquake could trigger off a
tsunami and it had to be taken very
seriously. The Union home ministry
advised the coastal states of Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, and Pondicherry,
Lakshadweep and the Andamans to
take all precautionary measures and
remain in the “highest state of
preparedness” even as it alerted the
Army, Navy and Air Force. “There is a
need to keep a close watch for another
six to eight hours,” it said. In Andhra
Pradesh large-scale evacuation was
taken up in the coastal districts. The
Tamil Nadu government issued a high
alert afong the coast as residents fled
their homes in panic. — SNS

and hotels in Kuala Lumpur and
Penang after authorities activated
fire alarms. Officials issued a tsuna-
mi warning for residents of south-
emn Thai provinces too and mild
tremors in Bangkok sparked panic,

Residents of highrises in Singa-
pore scurried for safety while in

peninsular Malaysia’s west coast,
thousands fled hotels and highrises.
“I was getting ready for bed, and
suddenly, the room started shak-
ing,” said Kuala Lumpur resident
Ms Jessie Chong. “I thought I was
hallucinating, then 1 heard my
neighbours screaming...” — AP
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By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 25. The December
2004 tsunami had claimed the lives of
more women than men, the numbers
being four times higher, according to
the new research released by an aid
agency, Oxfam International. The fig-
ures were released by the agency as
part of a report showing the impact of
the tsunami on women.

Oxfam surveyed eight villages in
two districts of Banda Aceh in Indone-
sia which showed that the number of
women killed was four times that of
men. In Cuddalore district of Tamil
Nadu — the second most affected dis-
trict in India, almost three times more
women were killed than men. The
number of women killed stood at 391,

, -~ *Tsunami takes a heavier
. ~.  toll among women” , .

compared to 146 men. In(}Pa’chaan—

kuppam village, the only deaths re-
ported were those of women. In Sri
Lanka, too, information from camp
surveys suggests a serious imbalance
between the number of men and
women killed.

More women appear to have been
killed by the tsunami for a variety of
reasons, an Oxfam press release is-
sued here today said. These include
women staying back to look for their
children and women being less likely
to know how to swim or climb palm
trees. Women in India were close to
the shore, waiting for the fishermen to
come with their catch when the tsuna-
mi hit. In Batticaloa district in Sri Lan-
ka, when the tsunami hit it was the
hour women usually bathed in the sea.
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Maldives’ coral reefs
unscathed b " {sunami

Sydney: The coral reefs of the Maldives, waves washed over many of the Maldives’
backbone of the island nation’s tourism-de- 1,200 idyllic coral islands, killing 82 people
pendent economy, survived the December and destroying many of its famed resorts.
26 tsunami virtually un- Marine experts feared
scathed, according to an that the waves had
Australian marine report crushed the Maldives’
released Wednesday. coral reefs and mangrove
“The report is good P& areas, which would have
news for the Maldives, in- § left the nation economical-
dicating the tsunami had ly struggling for years as
minimal impact on the 1 the reefs slowly recovered.
country’s coral reefs and Australian scientist
baitfish populations,” said S John Gunn, head of the
Australian foreign minis- S Maldives Coral Reef As-
ter Alexander Downer in [8 sessment team, said the
releasing the report. Maldives’ reefs had been
“There has been sur- spared because they were
prisingly little change to not hit by destructive
reef flats, beaches and is- waves like Indonesia and
lands. There is also good Thailand. He said the low-
news for the Maldivian lying islands, some only 3
fishing industry, with the feet above sea level, virtu-
tsunami causing little ally sank beneath the ris-
change in fishing condi- : ing waters.
tions,” Downer said in a statement. “Repeated comments from people in the
Last December’s tsunami hit 13 coun- Maldives was...that there was no wave, they
tries, seven in Asia, leaving more than really felt like their islands were sinking,”
300,000 people dead or missing. The huge Gunn told reporters. reuters

Ther =~



Chandrika tha
or helplrgg/

y Our Diplomatic
\2& orrespondent y

NEW DELHI, FEB. 26. The Sri Lank-
an President, Chandrika Kum-
aratunga, today conveyed the
“deep gratitude and apprecia-
tion” of her Government and
people to the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, for the
prompt and “most generous as-
sistance” extended to Colombo
by India in the aftermath of the
December 26 tsunami devasta-
tion.

Aletter from Ms. Kumaratun-
ga was handed over to Dr. Singh

r special env;)/t e

Lankan Foreign Mlmster,
Lakshman Kadirgamar, this af-
ternoon. The letter was handed
over exactly two months after
the tsunami hit the region.

“Notwithstanding the conse-
quences of this unprecedented
natural catastrophe in some
states of India itself, relief sup-
plies from India started arriving
in Sri Lanka on the same day of
the disaster,” the text of the
President’s letter, made availa-
ble to the press, stated.

“The massive relief and re-
covery operation mounted by

s Manmohan
nd aft tsunaml

India Wthh was watched with |
heartfelt appreciation by our!
people is emblematic of the en-
during ties of friendship and
cooperation between our two /
countries...” Ms. kumaratunga
said.

According to her, India’s mul- ;
ti-pronged support at a “time of
such humanitarian need in the
region demonstrates not only
your solidarity with and sensi
tivity to the problems faced b
our neighbours but also India’
capability and readiness to \
meet challenges [that] manifest : \x
in our region”.
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@’® SHORT-CHANGING TSUNAMI VICTIMS

THE UNSAVOURY, INSTITUTIONALLY damag-
ing controversy over the funding of a rehabil-
itation package for tsunami-hit fishermen in
Tamil Nadu is entirely of the making of the Cen-
tral Government. An estimated 15,000 lives have
been lost in India, and Tamil Nadu and the An-
damafi and Nicobar Islands account for more
90 per cent of this toll. The devastation of
. dwgllings, property, and livelihood has been stu-
p¢ndous. In the relief phase of the national re-
onse to the unprecedented calamity,
everything seemed to go smoothly. The wide-
spread expectation was that the Government of
India would put on a fast track a massive relief
and rehabilitation package to enable the State
Governments to put the tens of thousands of
affected families of fisherfolk and other sections
_ of the coastal population back on their feet —
essentially by restoring their means of livelihood.
To formulate this national task in terms of the
capability approach developed by Amartya Sen,
the system needs to focus sharply on the restora-
tion and expansion of the affected people’s capa-
bilities to achieve valuable human functionings.
What went wrong with the thinking and prac-
tice of the Central Government, especially after it
responded so effectively to the calamity in the
relief phase? Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar appeared
extremely sympathetic to the demands of the
State Governments and promised massive assist-
ance. The State Governments concerned rose
spiritedly and resourcefully to the challenge and,
in partnership with diverse political and citizen
sector organisations, brought life-saving relief
and immediate rehabilitation to the affected
families. Now is the time to look to the future —
and here the role of the Central Government in
providing adequate resources to the federal units
to undertake the stupendous task of permanent
rehabilitation and rebuilding of the lives of the
tsunami victims becomes critical.
Enter the Union Finance Ministry, which must
bear a heavy responsibility for queering the

}

W

pitch. Out of the blue Finance Minister L%
dambaram announces a ‘subsidy-cum-loan’ re-
habilitation package for the tsunami-hit
fishermen, in which 35 per cent will come as
subsidy and 65 per cent as loan for the purchase
of boats with motors and nets and also mecha-
nised boats (for repairing boats, the subsidy-loan
ratio will be 60-40). Mr. Chidambaram, in fact,
specifies that “both the subsidy amount and the
loan amount will be disbursed by the bank itself”
— and this effectively means bypassing the elect-
ed Government of the affected State or Union
Territory. After a strong protest from the Tami
Nadu Chief Minister and criticism from other
quarters, the Finance Minister clarifies it is a
Cabinet decision but the Centre decides to route
the subsidy through the State Governments. Even
after this charge, it is evident that the twist the
Finance Ministry has introduced into the rehabil-
itation scheme is in contradiction with a Union
Home Ministry communication of january 31
asking for the release of funds “immediately ... in
favour of the respective States” from the National
Calamities Contingency Fund, which unambig-
uously means grant assistance. Moreover, the af-
fected fishermen have made it clear they are not
interested in loans and cannot, in any case, offer
the requisite security. Tamil Nadu and Pondi-
cherry have requested the Centre to provide the
entire livelihood rehabilitation assistance as
grants. What justification can there be for short-
changing tsunami-hit fishermen by offering live-
lihood rehabilitation ‘subsidies’ that are contin-
gent on their taking loans from banks? Had the
fishermen insurance cover, it would have taken
care of the cost of replacing their fishing craft. In
response to a great calamity, the Centre must act
as a social insurer to uninsured and desperately
vulnerable working folk. It must provide the*
States grant assistance in full measure for the
purpose of rehabilitating livelihood and restoring
valuable human functionings. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh must intervene immediately to
resolve an unsavoury, totally avoidable standoff.

N
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put at M$1 billion

By V.S. Sambandan =

COLOMBO, FEB. 2. A prelimingry
damage and needs assessment
report by the World Bank and
two other international agen-
cies has estimated that Sri Lan-
ka would need around $1.5
billion to “effectively imple-
ment” a recovery and recon-
struction strategy following the
massive destruction caused by
the December 26 tsunami.

Assessment for India

The assessment for India,
which commenced on February
1, “is expected to be completed
by the end of the month.”

The report, by the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB), the Ja-
pan Bank for International
Cooperation (JBIC) and the
World Bank, estimated the
overall damages at about $1 bil-
lion, equal to 4.4 per cent of Sri
Lanka’s Gross Domestic Prod-
uct.

A “large proportion” of the
losses was concentrated in
housing, tourism, fisheries and
transportation.

Around $500 millions would
be required as “external financ-
ing in the short term” for the
current year.

The report called for “trans-
parency” and “inclusiveness” in
the reconstruction operations.

The assessment, which was
prepared in “close co-oper-
ation” with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment, “sets out clear
guiding principles” for recon-
struction, with “an important
emphasis on the inclusion of
affected communities” in plan-
ning and rebuilding.

At least, 31,000 persons were

)

g and nearly 4.43 lakh per-
sons displaced by the tsunami.
“Of those killed, 27,000 be-
longed to fishing families.
Around 65 per cent of the fish-
ing fleet — 29,700, boats — has
been completely destroyed or
damaged,” the report said.

Hardest hit

Among the hardest hit were
the people in eastern districts,
described by the report as those
who were “already vulnerable
due to the civil conflict,” which
bore “well over 40 per cent of
the total damage.”

The tsunami’s damage to the
island-nation’s education sys-
tem has been estimated at $21
millions, with 168 public
schools and 18 vocational cen-
tres damaged.

In the health sector, “around
92 local clinics, hospitals and
drug stores were either de-
stroyed or damaged, causing
disruptions to delivery of health
services and patient care.”

Significant losses were also
sustained in power, transporta-
tion (roads and railways), water
supply and sanitation.

The damage to the tourism
sector was estimated at $200
million, and the estimated in-
flow of tourists was revised
downward from the all-time
high of five lakh visitors in 2003,
to 1 lakh for the current year.

It was also “imperative that
all key stakeholders in this: the
Government, the international
community, civil society and
the LTTE, agree upon a trans-
parent monitoring and ac-
counting system for all the

killed 6,300 are reported mis-/xesources,” the report said.
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Thailand to ) 80 jt alone on

Nation/ANN & AP é P...; ﬁr

PHUKET, Feb. 1. — Thailand is
not prepared to wait for a
planned regional tsunami-warn-
ing centre to be completed, and
will in the meantime forge on
with creating its own system,
Prime Minister Mr Thaksin
Shinawatra said today.

The Kingdom’s initinl warning
system will be operational in six
months, he said. “We will do it
whether or not anyone joins us

THE STATFSMAN

" Tsonami footageS*

BANDA ACEH, Feb. 1.— A video shot
on 26 December has captured in detail
the terrifying power of that day’s quake
and tsunami, showing residents float-
ing on debris atop torrents of water
gushing through this city’s streets. The
video, made by a local cameraman,
shows peopie lying on the road as if
on a listing ship as the ground is jolted
by the magnitude 9 quake. — AP

and it will be a private investment
if no one wants to share (the
costs). We will not be stingy when

G2 FE2 N

warmng

n}lt comes to savin

vstem

e lives of our

people and tourigts.”
The Thai warning came cven as
the UN today said it is developing
an interim carly warning system
for tsunami in the Indian Oceian
that could go into operation
almost immediately, until o tull-
fledged network is put in pace.
In another development. Ny
Koti Annan has selected former
US President Mr Bill Clinton to
be the UN point man for tsunami
reconstruction. a UN diplomut
said today.



“Fishermep cool to Centre’s package

\(\Q By A.V. Ragunathan N’\
CUDDALORE, FEB. 1. The Rajiv
Gandhi rehabilitation package
announced by the Centre has
not enthused fishermen in the
tsunami-affected coastal villag-
es of Cuddalore district. The
scheme opened today with na-
tionalised and commercial
banks asking the fishermen to
apply for a loan-cum-subsidy,
based on a list approved by the
State administration.

The fishermen here propose
to take a collective decision to
shun the package and instead
seek financial assistance in the
form of grant to get boats re-
paired.

The Centre’s package comes
at a time when almost all fish-
ermen have been reduced to
penury, says a cross-section of
them here. Brooding over loss-
es and contemplating moves to
recoup themselves, the fisher-
folk are not thinking in terms of

such a large loan.

They do not expect any
largesse but want immediate fi-
nancial support (in the form of
grant, whatever the size) to set
right their fishing craft so that
they can resume fishing.

Hence, the fishermen pro-
pose to seek an outright grant

to repair the boats themselves.
The proposal will be formalised
at a meeting of the Mechanised
Boats Protection Committee
here tomorrow.

The Thevanampattinam pan-
chayat member, K. Dinakaran,
told The Hindu that after the
tsunami struck, the fishermen

Subsidy to be routed through State

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, FEB. 1. The State Gov-
ernment has finally received of-
ficial communication from the
Centre on the tsunami rehabil-
itation package. The subsidy
element in the fishermen’s live-
lihood programme to repair
damaged boats or buy new
ones will be routed through the
State. A formal notification was
issued today following the re-
ceipt of the message, official
sources said.

N 1y,

But there was no sign of the
scheme, named after Rajiv
Gandhi, taking off smoothly.
Fishermen’s associations are
planning a protest. They are
hoping for a rethink by the Cen-
tre, following the standoff with
the State Government. Indica-
tions are they may wait till Fri-
day before taking a decision on
applying for assistance. Ideally,
the fishermen will want just the
subsidy, not loan, according to
functionaries in the federation
of fishermen’s associations.

were afraid of falling into a
debt-trap from which it would 1
be difficult to escape.

The fishermen want answers
to two questions: Who is the
competent authority to sanc-
tion the loan and will the banks
ask for collateral security? This
is perhaps why the fishermen
are not inclined to go for a loan.
{There were a total of 22 enqui-
ries with the banks here today).

Mr. Dinakaran said the com-
mittee’s decision would be
binding on the sub-committees
at Portonovo and other places.

It is the predominant opin-
ion among the fishermen that if
the Government gives the
amount earmarked for subsidy
(35 per cent of the loan
amounting to Rs 1.50 lakhs) as
grant, it will be a boon. They
will mobilise the requisite
number of mechanics, carpen-
ters and painters to make the
boats seaworthy at optimum
cost.

o2 FEB 200
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Disaster cell
w”ssle heads
« “for Saarc v

g\ \

KJ’RANAY SHARMA ( 4 %Delluasthec ief guest for

New Delhi, Jan. 30: The UN
may have suggested a cluster
of centres to paper over divi-
sions among the Indian
Ocean nations on who would
control the early warning
system against tsunamis, but
the tussle is far from over.

The countries have agre-
ed to press ahead with the
scheme to put it in place by
mid-2006 but failed to reach
an understanding on who
would host the coordinating
centre, allowing the debate to
boil within the smaller Saarc
grouping.

The seven South Asian
members are likely to call for
a regional disaster manage-
ment centre at its suminit
next week. But serious differ-
ences over the venue are pre-
dicted here too.

Sources said Bangladesh
is keen to host it. There has
been no official word, but the
media has been pressing for
the past few weeks the need
to base it in Dhaka. There
have been suggestions that
the local meteorological of-
fice be converted into the
proposed centre, which will
include an early warning
system.

However, impressed with
India’s prompt and effective
delivery of help to its neigh-
bours, many of the members
seem inclined towards Delhi.

Disaster management has
been incorporated in the
agenda of the Dhaka sum-
mit, coming as it is after the
December 26 tsunami that
battered several member
countries.

The tragedy had pushed
back the summit from early
this month. It will now be
held on February 6-7 and will
be preceded by meetings of
officials at the senior level
and a separate meeting of the
seven foreign ministers.

King of Bhutan, Jigme
Singye Wangchuk, who was

the Republic Day celebra-
tions, has made it clear that
las India has the money, tech-
mnology and requisite facili-

‘ties, it should take the lead in

coordinating among the
Saarc members on disaster
management,

Sri Lanka and Maldives,
two countries that received
plenty of help from India
after the tsunami, have also
acknowledged that Delhi
must be at the forefront of
the effort.

India has announced its
decision to set up a national
disaster management centre.
But it has not spoken yet
about the proposed regional
centre.

In private, Bangladeshi
officials have argued that
Dhaka is best placed to host
the centre as the country has
been fighting natural disas-
ters regularly and its expert-
ise in the field has been recog-
nised by many in the world.

But India is not happy. It
fears Bangladesh might use
the proposed centre more to
score diplomatic points agai-
nst Delhi than fight disasters.

In recent years, bilateral
relations between India and
its eastern neighbour have
been strained. Delhi believes
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party-led government has
not lost any opportunity to
draw political mileage by
playing the anti-India card.

Sri Lanka, one of the
worst-hit by the tsunami, has
apparently been asked to pre-
sent a paper on closer and str-
onger cooperation among Sa-
arc members on disaster ma-
nagement. Indications sugg-
est that at the moment, stress
will be mainly on exchange
of information and expertise
among the neighbours.

But if Bangladesh insists
in setting up the regional cen-
tre in Dhaka, Sri Lanka and
the other members might
suggest alternative sites.
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TOWARDS A GLOBAL WARNING SYSTEM ~

FOR THE LAST 40 years, only the Pacific Ocean
has had a tsunami warning system. However,
after the tsunami of all tsunamis — the monster
of December 26, 2004 — there is uneasy aware-
ness of the destruction this relatively obscure
natural phenomenon can bring. The United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nisation plans {according to its
Director-General, Koichiro Matsuura) to estab-
lish a global tsunami warning system that will be
operational by June 2007. A warning system for
/the Indian Ocean, which will be the first regional
component of the global system, is to be in
place by June 2006. Plans for the Indian Ocean
component are to be settled this June at the
annual meeting of UNESCO’s Intergovernmen-
tal Oceanographic Commission (I0C), which
‘coordinates the international warning system
for the Pacific. The United States has an-
nounced plans substantially to increase its tsu-
nami detection and warning capabilities.
Although this augmentation is primarily meant
to extend tsunami protection to the whole U.S.
coastline, the improved tsunami monitoring ca-
pabilities in the Pacific and Caribbean basins
will, in the words of an official press release,
provide “tsunami warning for regions bordering
‘half of the world’s oceans.” The U.S. will contin-
ue to provide leadership in planning and imple-
menting a global system, according to John H.
Marburger 111, science advisor to the U.S. Presi-
dent and director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy.

At the World Conference on Disaster Reduc-
tion at Kobe in Japan, where special sessions
were devoted to tsunamis, there were initially
tremors of a different sort with the U.S. appear-
ing to question the ability of the U.N. to coor-
dinate a global tsunami warning system.
Considering that UNESCO has been running the
International Coordination Group for the Tsu-
nami Warning System in the Pacific (ICG/ITSU)
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from 1968, the U.S. position clearly lacked cred-

ibility. In the end it was agreed that the United
Nations would coordinate implementation of
the tsunami warning system for the Indian
Ocean. But there are still hurdles to overcome.
The United States, Japan, Australia, and Germa-
ny all want their technologies to be used in the
Indian Ocean warning system. Not to be out-
done, India, China, France, Thailand, and In-
donesia wish to contribute. India and Thailand,
in fact, may choose to establish their own tsuna-
mi warning systems. It will be up to the U.N. to
make sure all these technologies and regional
warning systems can work together smoothly.
Immediately after the Kobe conference, there
was a U.N.-sponsored meeting to review and co-
ordinate plans and activities on developing tsu-
nami early warning systems, particularly for the
Indian Ocean region.

According to Kapil Sibal, India’s Minister of
State for Science and Technology, the Depart-
ment of Ocean Development has prepared a
Rs.125 crore plan for a tsunami warning system
that will benefit not just India but also neigh-
bouring countries. There will no doubt be com-
panies and groups that would want to sell their
equipment and technology for setting up the In-

dian system. The warning system that is confi- .

gured must be one that meets Indian
requirements best and makes the most of capa-
bilities available within the country. In addition,
itis in India’s interest to ensure that its proposed
system integrates well with the tsunami network
being planned by the U.N. Thus unnecessary
and costly duplication can be avoided, and the
effectiveness of the warning system can be great-
ly enhanced. The best way to secure a national
warning system that is dependable, efficient,
and cost-effective will be for the Government to
initiate wide-ranging consultations with scien-
tists and other experts within the country and
abroad before finalising its plans.
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CAN CALAMITY TRUMP conflict? In the imme-
diate aftermath of the tsunami, there was hope
that out of the ruins would be born reconcil-
iation in Indonesia and Sri Lanka, the two worst
affected countries. Both have a long history of
an internal conflict between the state and sep-
aratist forces. That hope has proved chimerical.
The havoc the waves caused may have momen-
tarily blurred the lines of conflict, but it certain-
ly did not erase them. In both countries the
most badly hit regions lie within the conflict
zone, almost unfairly heaping devastation on
an already devastated people. Out of the total
number of those killed in Indonesia — now es-
timated to be in excess of 100,000 — more than
two-thirds are from Aceh, a province in the is-
land of Sumatra where a three-decade fight for
independence peaked two years ago. In Sri Lan-
ka, where the death toll is estimated to cross
40,000, more than half the dead and missing are
from the North-East, where the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam want to establish an inde-
pendent state. But in both countries, the
conflict has resolutely refused to budge, even
for the humanitarian purpose of reaching relief
to those affected by the tsunami or for their
long-term rehabilitation.

In Sri Lanka, the LTTE is blowing hot and cold
over Government relief efforts in the North-
East. It oscillates between assertions of inde-
pendence and the knowledge that it cannot do
without Colombo’s assistance to overcome the
disaster. In order to underline its separateness,
the LTTE wants international aid given to it di-
sectly. At the same time, the fanatically secre-
tive Pol Potist organisation wants no
international scrutiny of its activities, giving rise
to fears that it is exploiting the tragedy for its
own interests. The recent LTTE criticism of the
United Nations Children’s Fund for publicising
the group’s recruitment of child soldiers from

among the orphans in the tsunami relief camps
is an indicator of the difficulties that lie ahead
for relief agencies. In Indonesia, it is the Gov-
ernment that appears to be uneasy with the ar-
my of international relief agencies that has
landed in the country; and with the media scru-
tiny of Aceh, to which it had barred access since
launching a military offensive against the rebels
in May 2003. Jakarta's explanation that its re-
strictions on the movement of aid workers will
protect them from being kidnapped by the re-
bels has not gone down well, especially as the
region’s main insurgent group, the Free Aceh
Movement, has made a commitment not to hin-
der relief work in the province. Skirmishes be-
tween the military and the Free Aceh
Movement, despite a temporary ceasefire the
rebels initiated, have also hampered relief oper-
ations. Evidently, the military, which retains an
important role in Indonesia’s politics notwith-
standing the country’s recent democratic make-
over, wants no let-up against the rebels. It
probably sees in the present situation an oppor-
tunity to press ahead with a military solution in
the troublesome province.

In the unforeseen test of leadership that has
come with the tsunami, the leader of the LTTE,
Velupillai Prabakaran, already stands exposed
for his failure to rally around the people he
claims to represent and for remaining in hiding
so long after the tragedy struck that it set off
speculation about his own fate. It will come as
no surprise if he fails to put the basic needs of
Tamil people in the North-East before his own.
But much better is expected of Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono, Indonesia’s first directly elected
President. In the interest of Indonesia and de-
mocracy, Mr. Yudhoyono must rise to the occa-
sion and ensure that short-sighted political
interests do not come in the way of providing for
the tsunami survivors of Aceh.
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The timeline of
the December 26 killer tsuna-
mi leaves you wondering if
the mainland at least could
have been warned.

The tsunami hit Port Blair
at 7.14 am, lashing Chennai
port nearly two hours later, at
9.06 am. It hit Cochin at 11.12
am. Nobody seems to have
warned anybody. IMD’s
Port Blair observatory
has been upgraded—after
the earthquake.

Waves reached heights
of 501t as 1200-km of fault-
line slipped about 45 ft,
one tectonic plate slipping ®
under another The rup- i
ture was complete in 9
minutes. The northern tip
of Sumatra may have
moved 118 ft southwest,
the Port Blair area may have
sunk a metre. One station in
distant Mexico recorded a 2.6-
m high wave. There have been
709 aftershocks since, 135 be-
ing 5 or more in magnitude.

Beach  profiles have
changed in Kerala, the Adyar
river has “opened up” to sea-
water, sand dunes have van-
ished, Trinket Island in the
Andaman and Nicobar isles
has been sliced. There are
“apprehengions” that mud-
slides started a few weeks
7 possibly signalling a
earthquake. There is the

™E
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possibility of other “precur-
sors” which need to be inves-
tigated. The thermal spring
at Bakreswar, near Santi-
niketan in West Bengal,
recorded fluctuations of
radon, gamma dose and heli-
um emanation.

At the moment, scientists
seem to have more questions
than answers. India is vul-
nerable to tsunamis from

three sources. One, ocean
floor quakes in the Myan-
mar-Andamans-Java-Suma-
tra belt, extension of the
Bhuj fault into the Arabian
sea, and landslides or vol-
canic eruptions. The Rs 125
crore plan for this, expected
to take two years, is being
worked on by the depart-
ments of science, ocean de-
velopment and space as well
as Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research. The
Arabian Sea coast is consid-

ered safer than the Bay o
Bengal coast.
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Survivors protes

s\ n Th

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAKUA PA. Jan. 22,

. More than 1.000 relatives

¢ bodies

of tsunami victims dem-
onstrated in Thailand to-
day against a government
plan to move unidentified
of victims from

© Buddhist temples where
i they are being kept to a
- central location where for-
" ensic experts are working.

“I will fight to death. I
won't let anyone move
the dead bodies,” said
Sunthorn Kuakhem(50),
who lost his wife, his 18-
year-old son and his 11-
year-old daughter. “They
were born here. They will
have to be laid to rest

¢ here.” The demonstrators

at Takua Pa beach resort
oppose moving the bodies
to the city of Phuket be-
cause they cannot afford
to travel the 130 kilome-
tres to be with them, and
they fear that identified
corpses will not be re-
turned home for burial,
even though the govern-
ment has said they will.
Other protesters carried

and

o
&

VCDs on

‘ sale

JAKARTA, Jan. 22. —
A “highlights” package
of Indonesia’s tsunami
horror has hit the
streets of Jakarta,
with VCDs showing
the carnage in Aceh
on sale for $1.64.

The documentary-
style VCDs entitled
National Disaster in
Nanggroe Aceh Darus-
salam, captures the
height of panic as peo-
ple scramble up build-
ings to escape the,
torrents. — AFP

banners saying: “Don’t
make our lives worse. Do-
n't take the bodies away.”
The four-hour demon-
stration ended in Phang
Nga province after path-
ologist Dr Pornthip Roja-
nasunand, who is
heading the identification
effort promised to take
special care of the bodies
and release them to fami-
lies as soon as possible.
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KOBE, Jan. 20. — Deli-
vering on their promises to
support tsunami-hit
nations in Asia and Africa,
the world’s richest nations
today pledged millions of
dollars for a new network
that would detect tsunami
in the Indian Ocean and
alert vulnerable coastal
communities of approach-
ing kilter waves.

Critics however said the
UN conference should
also be setting global dis-
aster reduction targets.
Unesco has proposed a
$30 million network of
deep-sea buoys in the
Indian Ocean and regional
communication centres
that would be operational
by mid-2006.

Japan topped the list of
donors at US$4 million,
while the European
Commission said it would
contribute $2.6 million
and Sweden $1.5 million.

This week’s five-day UN
disaster conference in
Kobe, Japan, has been
dominated by competing
visions for the alert net-
work. Mr Briceno director
of the UN International
Strategy for Disaster
Reduction said the UN

THE STATESMAN

was taking the lead, and
would tailor the system to
the needs of poor Asian
and African countries.

US Ambassador to
Japan Mr Howard Baker

Jr. today said that
Washington could expand
a Hawaii-based warning
system for the Pacific
Ocean that was estab-
lished in 1965.

Meanwhile, Japan said it
would extend technological
expertise to nations, and
Germany proposed its own
high-tech programme of
ocean-floor pressure gau-
ges and a satellite-based
Global Positioning System. -

21 AN 2ngs



“Rs. 2, 731"
“crores for

”5\‘ tsunami «
relief work

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. The Union
Cabinet today approved a Rs.
2,731-crore relief and rehabilita-
tion package for the victims of
the tsunami in Tamil Nadu, And-
hra Pradesh, Kerala and Pondi-
cherry.

The bulk of the assistance has
been provided to Tamil Nadu at
Rs. 2,262.65 crores, followed by
Rs. 245.94 crores to Kerala, Rs.
153.46 crores for Pondicherry
and Rs. 68.99 crores for Andhra
Pradesh.

The Finance Minister, P. Chi-
dambaram, and the Agriculture
Minister, Sharad Pawar, said this
was only the first phase of assist-
ance. It covered the immediate
needs in terms of providing food
and other assistance to those af-
fected; helping the fishermen get
back to work; and construction
of houses. Another package will
be cleared in the next few days,
covering the reconstruction of
infrastructure and address the
problem of salinity of farmlands
inundated by seawater.

A separate package will be an-
nounced for the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands soon. Mr. Pawar
will visit the islands for three
days from tomorrow and hold
discussions with the authorities
on the relief package.

Under the package an-
nounced today, Rs. 1,093 crores
has been allocated to help fish-
ermen return to work by provid-
ing them with boats, nets and
other equipment; Rs. 861.82
crores for the provision of food-
grains and other materials;
Rs.752.3 crores for construction
of houses; and Rs.23.21 crores

g Yy

First phase package
for tsunami relief:
Rs. 2,731 crores

The share (Rs. crores)

Tamil Nadu. 2,262.65

Kerala

Pondicherty................153.46
Andhra Pradesh........ £68.99

% Rs. 1,093 crores for boats,
nets and other equipment.

& Hs. 861.82 crores
for food supply

@ Rs. 752.3 crores for
construction of houses.

M Hs. 23.21 crores for repair and
restoration of fish landing places.

m Rs.454.47 crores to be
provided as subsidy, ‘
Rs. 639 crores to be given [
as loans to fishermen. |
¥ Loans will catry

an interest of 7%.

for repair of fishing harbours
and fish landing places.

Of the amount allocated for

the fishermen, Rs. 454.47 crores
would be provided as subsidy
and Rs. 639 crores as loans. The
loans carry an interest rate of
seven per cent. An interest sub-
sidy of two per cent will be pro-
vided in case
repayment.
have a moratorium period of
one and a half years and repay-
ment will be spread over seven
years.

of prompt
The loans would

See also Page 11
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- Rs 2731 crore for

tre clears _

tsunami-hit states

New Delhi: The Union cabinet on
Wednesday cleared relief and reha-
bilitation package of Rs 2731.04 crore
for tsunami-hit Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and Union territory
of Pondicherry.

A separate package would be
worked out for the worst-hit An-
daman and Nicobar Islands after a
visit to the area by agriculture min-
ister Sharad Pawar on Thursday.

Briefing newsmen after the meet-
ing of the cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, fi-
nance minister P Chidambaram
said this was the first phase of re-
lief package and the second phase.
to be announced shortly, would cov-
er areas like agriculture and infra-
structure.

Of the total package, Rs 861.82
crore would be given for immediate
relief and temporary rehabilitation
assistance in the affected states. agencies
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Beyond tsunami: an agenda for action

LIEF IS in full swing in all the tsunami-hit areas
of India. Medium- and long-term rehabilitation \
demands three things all along the coast. First, ()’
strengthening the ecological foundations of X\

sustainable human security. Secondly, rehabilitating
livelihoods and fostering sustainable livelihood security.

Thirdly, putting in place a network of rural knowledge

~¥

centres. M.S. Swaminathan, Chairman of the National N

Commission on Farmers, proposes a systematic
‘beyond-the-tsunami’ agenda for action.

Every calamity, as Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has emphasised,
presents an opportunity to equip
ourselves to face with greater confi-
dence and competence similar chal-
lenges in the future. The Government
of India has announced that a Tsuna-
mi Early Warning System as well as a
National Disaster Management Au-
thority will be set up soon. Relief
measures are in progress on an un-
precedented scale. Three weeks after
the titanic tsunami hit our coast and
islands, we are in a position to begin
rehabilitation efforts in three time
dimensions:

The Immediate (January-March
2005): Water, shelter, sanitation,
health, and revival of livelihoods;
psychological rehabilitation; repair
of catamarans; and achieving con-
vergence and synergy among all on-
going programmes with similar
objectives.

The Medium Term (2005-07): Ec-
ological rehabilitation; agronomic
rehabilitation; economic rehabilita-
tion; and disaster preparedness, mit-
igation, and management.

The Long Term (2005-10): Streng-
thening environmental defence sys-
tems; enlarging opportunities for
sustainable livelihoods based on a
pro-nature, pro-poor, pro-women
orientation to technology develop-
ment and dissemination; and im-
proving the productivity, profitability
and sustainability of agriculture and
fisheries.

In the immediate term, psycholog-
ical rehabilitation must be taken up
as a priority. Teams must be set up of
men and women psychiatrists and
trauma counsellors. They must cover
the severely affected areas during the
next few weeks to help the bereaved.
Fishermen need to be assisted in
overcoming fear of the sea. Farmers
also need technigal help and moral
support. Destitute women should be
rehabilitated in their own communi-
ty and should not be herded in desti-
tute homes, either old or new.

Another priority is livelihood reha-
bilitation. A Special Food for Liveli-
hood Revival and Eco-Protection
Programme should be initiated in all
the affected areas. Such an open-
ended food for work programme,
which can be sanctioned for a year
for now, should aim at creating as-
sets for the tsunami-ravaged fam-
ilies. The precise priorities can be
developed for each village in consul-
tation with local panchayats and af-
fected families. About 300,000 tonnes
of food grains should be allotted im-
mediately for this special pro-
gramme.

The medium- and long-term pro-
grammes should cover all families
along the coast — both fisher and
farming families, including the fam-
ilies of those who have no assets like
land, livestock, or fishpond. These
programmes will fall under three
broad groups. The first is strength-
ening the ecological foundations of
sustainable human security. The sec-
ond is rehabilitating livelihoods and
fostering sustainable livelihood secu-
rity. The third is putting in place a
network of rural knowledge centres.

The ecological programme de-
mands the following:

a) Initiate a coastal bio-shield
movernent along coastal areas: This
involves the raising of mangrove for-
ests, plantations of casuaria, salicor-
nia, laucaena, atriplex, palms,
bamboo and other tree species, and
halophytes that can grow near the
sea. These will serve as speed-break-
ers under conditions of coastal
storms, cyclones, and tsunami. In
addition, they will serve as carbon
sinks, since they will help enhance
carbon sequestration and thus con-
tribute to reducing the growing im-
balance between carbon emissions
and absorption. Mangroves are very
efficient in carbon sequestration.
They also promote sustainable fish-
eries by releasing nutrients in the wa-
ter. Further, they will provide
additional income and make coastal
communities eligible for carbon
credit. The coastal bio-shield can al-
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so involve agro-forestry programmes

like the intercropping of casuarina
with hybrid pigeon pea (cajanus ca-
Jan) or red gram, to be undertaken by
farming families. Thus the bio-shield
movement will confer multiple bene-
fits to local communities as well as to
the country as a whole.

b) Promote peoples’ participation
in the conservation and enhancement
of mangrove and other coastal wet-
lands, as well as coral reefs and coast-
al and marine biodiversity: A
participatory mangrove forest man-
agement programme based on the
guidelines already developed by the
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foun-
dation (MSSRF) should be intro-
duced. Joint mangrove forest
management is based on the suc-
cessful model of joint forest manage-
ment that is in progress in most parts
of India. The super cyclone havoc in
Orissa and the current tsunami ca-
lamity have created widespread
awareness among the people on the
role mangrove forests play in reduc-
ing the fury of cyclonic storms and
tidal waves.

c) Promote the organisation of
community nurseries of mangrove
and other appropriate tree species
chosen under the coastal bio-shield
and agro-forestry programmes: Tech-
niques for raising such nurseries
have been standardised by the
MSSRF. Community nurseries can be
raised under the auspices of both for-
est departments and panchayats,
Where appropriate, such nurseries
can be raised on the basis of a buy-
back arrangement. Farm families can
raise nurseries and produce seeds of
crops chosen for the agro-forestry
programme.

d) Regenerate fisheries and foster a
sustainable fisheries programme: The
new fishing vessels and nets should
be designed so that they do not dis-
rupt the fish life cycle by catching
young ones, and also do not destroy
sea grass beds that serve as habitats
for dugongs. The tsunami calamity
provides an opportunity for achiev-
ing a paradigm shift from unsustain-
able to sustainable fisheries.

€) Raise artificial coral reefs: The
work done in the Gulf of Mannar area
indicates that artificial reefs can
stimulate fish breeding and revival.
These can be laid and managed by
fisher self-help groups. NABARD can
develop a special programme to pro-
mote the growth of such groups.

f) Managing marine biosphere re-
serves in a trusteeship mode: A trust-
eeship pattern of management of
coastal bio-resources should be fos-
tered. This will help local communi-
ties and government departments
manage unique biological resources
in a trusteeship mode. A beginning
has been made in the Guif of Mannar
Marine Biosphere Reserve, but this
system needs to get institutionalised
all along the coast as well as in the
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshad-
weep group of islands.

8) Provide landward housing sites
for fisher families: The new houses
should respect the 500-metre restric-
tion and should be ecologically de-
signed. Had all fisherfolk been given
housing sites on the landward side of
coastal roads, the death toll from the
tsunami would have been much low-
er. Anticipatory action against sea
level rise also demands a human se-
curity driven design of coastal hab-
itations. A group of architects should
be assembled for this purpose
immediately.

h) Construct sea walls and dykes:
The construction of permanent sea
walls can be taken up in places where
there is sea erosion owing to heavy
anthropogenic pressures. The loca-
tions for such non-living barriers
should be determined on the basis of
a carefully conducted erosion wvul-
nerability analysis.

i) Undertake agronomic rehabilita-
tion — reclamation of salinised soils:
Seawater ingression has led to soil
salinisation in some areas. A scien-
tific team consisting of representa-
tives of agricultural universities, the
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Central Soil Salinity Research Insti-
tute, and the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research may be set
up to survey the areas, study the na-
ture and severity of the problem, and
suggest remedial measures. This
~should be done within the next two
“months, so that farmers are able to
resume normal farm operations
* without losing a crop season.

j) Develop a code of conduct for
coastal ecological security: The seri-
ous loss of life and property inflicted
by the tsunami highlights the vision
and wisdom of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Nearly 24 years ago, she took
steps to ensure that no permanent
construction should be permitted
within 500 metres of the high tide.
We should not only strengthen this
national resolve but also develop a
code of conduct for construction be-
yond 500 metres. Such a code can
consist of a package of rewards for
initiatives in the areas of sunward
oriented buildings, energy efficient
construction, use of wind, tidal and
solar energy, rainwater harvesting,
use of local construction material, ef-
fluent treatment, and use of biode-
gradable material. The coastwai
ecological security literacy pro-
gramme should bring to the atten-
tion of builders the opportunities
now available for mainstreaming
ecology in building design and
construction.

K Do wvulnerability mapping:
Based on an analysis of 100-year da-
ta, the areas prone to cyclones and
other natural disasters can be
mapped. Priority may be given to
such areas in erecting bio-shields
and in undertaking eco-restoration
and erosion prevention measures.
Agricultural vulnerability to potential
changes in sea level should also be
mapped. This task should be taken
up immediately by a consortium of R
& D institutions and IMD to be set up
by the Government of India’s De-
partments of Ocean Development
and Science and Technology.

1) Promote sustainable manage-
ment of coastal land and water re-
sources: There must be scientific land
and water use planning to prevent
salinisation of ground water. Land
and water use patterns based on
principles of ecology, economics,
and social and gender equity must be
prepared by panchayats with the
help of the Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research, the National Bureau
of Soil Survey and Land Use Plan-
ning, the farm universities con-
cerned, and the forest, fisheries and
agriculture departments of State
Governments.

The livelihood programme has
several components. A sustainable
livelihood security strategy should be
based on the principles of social in-
clusion and gender equity. It must
cover fisher- and land-based farming
communities as well as landless la-
bour families. The following steps
need to be taken under the livelihood
programme:

a) Aquarian Reform: This is essen-
tial to foster harmony in the use of
living aquatic resources by artesenal
fishermen operating catamarans,
and commercial families operating
mechanised fishing boats and traw-
lers. The major aim of aquarian pol-
icy must be conservation of living
aquatic resources; sustainable use;
equitable sharing of benefits; and
harmony between artesenal and
mechanised fishing.

b) Integrated capture and culture
fisheries — sea water farming: Fisher
families, particularly women, can
take up the rearing of prawns and
suitable salt-tolerant fish species in
canals along the sea coast, using low
external input sustainable aquacul-
ture (LEISA) techniques. Agro-aqua
farms involving the concurrent culti-
vation of tree species and rearing of
fish and prawns can be promoted to
enhance income and employment
opportunities. The tsunami tragedy
can lead to the emergence of new sea
farming communities well versed in
production and post-harvest tech-
nologies, quality management, and
value addition.

¢} Coastal bio villages: The econo-
my of coastal villages can be streng-
thened through the bioviliage model
of rural development. This involves
the sustainable use of natural re-
sources and the introduction of mar-
ket-driven non-farm enterprises as
well as value addition to primary
products. It also involves a paradigm
shift from unskilled to skilled work,
resulting in the addition of economic
value to time and labour. The coastal
bio-village movement, to be fostered

by panchayati raj institutions, should
be based on a pro-nature, pro-poor,
and pro-women orientation to enter-
prise development and adoption. An
important component of coastal bio-
villages is the establishment of aqua-
culture estates that can help confer
the power of scale to fisher families
in the production, processing, and
marketing of fish.

d) A coastal grid of farm schools
and demonstration centres: Farm and
fisher families practising the use of
natural resources based on the prin-
ciples of ecological economics can be
chosen for establishing farm schools.
Lateral learning among farmers and
fisher families will be more effective
than formal institutional learning,
and they can go together. Demon-
strations of environmentally sound
sea farming techniques should be
organised.

The third medium- and long-term
programme is establishing a network
of rural knowledge centres. The cru-
cial importance of timely informa-
tion in averting loss of life during
natural calamities is now widely rec-
ognised. A network of rural knowl-
edge centres must be established all
along the coast as soon as possible.
Such centres will use in an integrated
way the internet, community (FM)
radio, cable TV, and the Indian lan-
guage press. They will provide gener-
ic as well as dynamic information,
and help disseminate locale-specific
and demand driven information.
They will also serve as an integral
part of the National Early Warning
System.

For launching a rural knowledge
revolution, four requirements need
concurrent attention:

a) Connectivity: BSNL and other
appropriate institutions can help es-
tablish broadband connectivity. Both
wired and wireless technologies can
be used.

b) Content: A consortium of con-
tent providers and data generators
must establish a digital gateway for
coastal ecological and livelihood
security.

¢) Capacity Building: This can be
taken up under the overall umbrella
of the Jamsetji Tata National Virtual
Academy for Rural Prosperity and
the National Alliance for Mission
2007: Every Village a Knowledge Cen-
tre. At least one woman and one man
will need to be trained in every vil-
lage as Master Trainers. They will be
elected Fellows of the Jamsetji Tata
National Virtual Academy. Training
should be imparted in disaster pre-
paredness and management, as well
as in trade and quality literacy. Food
safety issues and codex alimentarius
standards should be highlighted in
the training programmes.

The policy support needed for this
programme has been spelt out in the
report of the National Commission
on Farmers titled “Serving Farmers
and Saving Farming” submitted to
the Government of India in Decem-
ber 2004. Even if there is an efficient
early warning system, the informa-
tion will have to reach the unreac-
hed, particularly fishermen at sea. A
network of community radio (FM)
centres must become an integral part
of the coastal area knowledge
connectivity.

d) Care and management: The ru-
ral knowledge centre must be located
in a public space like a school or pan-
chayat building so that there is equity
in access. The centre can be man-
aged by an information and commu-
nication technology (ICT) self-help
group with support from NABARD.

A network of capacity building
centres must be developed along the
coast.

A resource centre for mangrove
forest conservation, rehabilitation,
and expansion is urgently needed.
Further, training modules must be
prepared in local languages on a
wide range of topics relating to both
ecological and livelihood security.

In sum, the tsunami disaster has
provided a unique opportunity for
launching through public-private
sector partnership an integrated psy-
chological, ecological, agronomic,
and livelihood rehabilitation pro-
gramme. To succeed, such pro-
grammes need to be people centred
and managed by local communities
with appropriate guidance and sup-
port from government and pan-
chayati raj institutions. Government
agencies, academia, and local com-
munities should jointly develop in-
tegrated coastal zone management
plans that will help transform sus-
tainable development from a desir-
able objective into a practical reality.
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JAKARTA, Jan. 16. — Foreign
forces including a huge US
navy tsunami relief mission will
be able to stay in Indonesia
longer than a three month limit
provided they scale back their
presence, the Indonesian gov-
ernment said today.

Defence minister Mr Juwono
Sudarsono said a statement by
Vice-President Mr Yusuf Kalla
for overseas troops to quit “the
sooner the better” was “not a

deadline for involvement of

foreign military personnel”.
Mr Juwono, speaking after
talks with US deputy defence
secretary Mr Paul Wolfowitz
and the commander for US for-
ces in the Pacific, Admiral Tho-
mas Fargo, said Mr Kalta’s
timetable was aimed at scaling
up Indonesian involvement ra-
ther than rejecting assistance.
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J karta extends
_troop deadline’|

“It is a benchmark for the
Indonesian  government to
improve and accelerate its
relief efforts so that by 26
March the large part of the
burden of the relief etforts will
be carried by the Indonesian
government and authorities on
the ground,” he told reporters.

“Foreign military assistance,
operations providing relief and
rchabilitation will be allowed
to  continue, albeit on a
reduced scale,” he said.

Navy warships and helicopters
have been able to deliver sup-
plies 10 survivors on devastated
coastlines isolated by rugged
mountains  and  demolished
roads in badly-hit Aceh.

Although Mr Wolfowitz said
Washington was keen to quick-
ly hand over its aid role, Mr
Kalla’s  earlier comments
caused alarm among aid agen-

cies struggling to bring help to”
thousands of people. %
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NEW YORK, JAN. 15. The Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) in Sri Lanka are
recruiting children affected by
the tsunami for use as sol-
diers, Human Rights Watch
said on Friday.

It said the Tamil Tigers,
who were already recruiting
large numbers of child sol-
diers, now may seek to replace
forces lost in the tsunami with

child recrﬁ . The United Na-

“I.TI'E recrultmg

v emn—F
tions Children’s Fund (UNI-
CEF) reported on Thursday
three cases of children recruit-
ed from camps for tsunami
survivors in Batticaloa and
Ampara.

Human Rights Watch has
received additional informa-
tion on LTTE recruitment of
children in Trincomalee and
Jaffna. “The Tamil Tigers are
preying on the most vulner-
able by taking advantage of

«*

WWM
chiidren who have beén or-
phaned or displaced by the
tsunami,” said Jo Becker, chil-
dren's rights advocacy direc-
tor of Human Rights Watch.
“Every effort must be made to
stop this unconscionable
recruiting from families who
have already suffered so
much.”

At a relief camp in Trineo-
malee, a 16-year old bay, who
had been reciuit€d prior to

n
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tsunaml-affected children”

the tsunarm and later escap-
ed, told credible sources that
he witnessed the LTTE recruit
three girls from the camp. In
Jaffna, independent human
rights monitors documented
LTTE recruitment of two 13-
year old boys on January 3.
Human Rights Watch has
found that the LTTE often
used threats, intimidation
and even abduction to bring
children into its ranks.



Srinjoy Chowdhury in New Delhi

Jan. 14. — Following Dr Manmohan
Singh’s guidelines regarding tsuna-
mi-related relief operations, a high-
powered committee will meet
tomorrow to finalise short and long-
term measures for affected people.
The short-term measures include
providing immediate shelter to peo-
ple who have no homes and help to
fishermen who have lost their boats
and fishing nets. Financial assistance
norms are being finalised and then,
state governments will provide shel-
ter to the homeless and assistance to
the fishermen. The Centre will
release the funds and the work is
likely to be completed by next week.
A number of long-term measures
are also being considered. This
includes the repair of harbours and
jetties, mostly affected in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Fortunately, most of the ports along
the east coast of the mainland have
suffered little damage. There is also
a plan to ensure houses are more
resistant to disaster whatever they
may be. Also, the possibility of
building disaster shelters that people
can move info during calamities or
even, before calamities strike, are
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h at. Clearly, dl\\\[u’
warning syktems will have to be
established \and the body will be
looking at how best to have that.

Keeping in mind the terribic suf-
fering of people living along the
coasts, the committee will look
providing a better quality of life for
the fishermen. This could not onlv
mean better houses. but also. more
income (if they are given better nets
and boats), allowing them 1o take
fewer risks.

The meeting is likely to be chaired
by the deputy chairman of the
Planning Commission. Dr Montek
Singh Ahluwalia. The Commission s
setting up a core group 1o coeldi-
nate the reliet measures to the state
goveraments and plan for the
coastal zones. Once the plans are
ready, there can be talk of financial
aid from foreign agencies.

The committee is also looking at
the possibility of NGOs providing
help in the long term. Thev can
either provide funds or work 1o comi-
plete rehabilitation projects.

The committee comprises i dozen
secretaries to the government of
India. including those of home.
defeace, occan and rural develop-
ment, science and technology. urban
development and agriculture.

Central panel to meet

on relief measures

Nactwar delinks

aid refusal
and UNSC seat

NEW DELHIL Jun.
14— India’s re-
fusad o0 foreign
assistance for the
Isunumi refiet
cftorts and its claim
1o & permanent seat
inan onforaed UN
Sceurinn . Council
coubd not be himked. foreign rainister
Stebo N et Saieh has sand.

Ioaei think the o issues
<hould be coupled. That would be
soinew bt evieal. The merits of our
case for a4 permanent scat in the
UNSC wie well known,” he told a
news nuzazine. He said Indie’s posi-
tion on aceepting foreign assistance
for rehich activitios was not “dogmat-
ic” and that 1t would get in touch
withh “oreron countries in case of any
Latare dsgmirements, according to
RO TRIRVZ1 N

Fxplaining why India refused for-
clgn assistanee. he said: “As of now,
we teel that we have enough resources
and capabilities at hand to be able to
deal with this disaster.” — PT1 )
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1 calamity were tostrike again.

lief operations.

vows to put |
place warning
mechanis

Jaishree Balasubramaman

N@AK’ARTA 6 JANUPARY

N secretary general Koft

Annan said the task of
providing relief to the
tsunami victims was
against time.” On Thursday, he ap-
pealed for nearly abillion dollarsin
cash for urgent use as India and
several other nations pledged toset
up an Indian Ocean early warning
system to save lives if such a

“The disaster was so brutal, so
quick and so far reaching that we
are still struggling to comprehend
it,” Mr Annan said while address-
ing a day-long summit of tsuna-

mi-hit countries and key aid ;

donors here. External affairs
minister K. Natwar Singh repre-
sented India at the meet.

Urging nations to channel $1.7
billion of the funds to the United
Nations for relief, including $977
million for emergency aid, Mr
Annan stressed on the need for
donor “pledges to be converted
into cash quickly.” Mr Annan is
in charge of coordinating the
global response to the disaster.

He added that the number
killed across Asia and Africa in
the tragedy exceeded 1,50,000,
but the exact figure would never
be known. “Whole communities
have disappeared,” he pointed

out. American secretary of state |
Colin Powell, who also attended :

the meet, said the US-led core
group of countries, induding In-

dia, that organised initial relief
operations will turn its work ovey
tothe UN.

A joint dedlaration issue
end of the meeting of the leaders of
26 nations and international or-
ganisationsacknowledged the role
of the UN in assisting the affected
countries’ coordination ofinterna-
tional assistance. The leaders
pledged toset upa warning system
similar to that in the Pacific Ocean
to ensure that coastal residents
have time to flee to higher grounds
if such a disaster strikes again.

Mr Singh emphasised the
need for having long-term warn-
ing systems for natural calamities
and suggested putting in place an
effective relief distribution mech-
anism which is “transparent and
sustained.” He said India can deal
with challenges affecting it with
its own resources. He added that
itwould be “appropriate” if inter-

national relief is directed to !

where it is most urgently re-

quired. In case India required any
specialised needs it would be in
touch with “our friends, ” he said.
Mr Singh said India whole-heart-
edly supported the efforts of the
UN and the “presence of the UN
secretary general here is a testi-
mony to the UN's important role
in coordinating international re-

“a race ;|
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Leaders welcome debt
relief for tide-hit nations

Jaka(ta ]
" BIANUARY

ORLD leaders wel-
comed debt relief for
countries hit by the

December 26 tsunami disaster
and supported the creation of an
early warning system in a decla-
ration at the end of a one-day cri-
sis summit on Thursday. The
magnitude 9 Indian Ocean earth-
quake and ensuing tsunami
killed nearly 150,000 people
throughout the region, and left
more than 1.5 million homeless.

The declaration by delegates
26 nations and groups at-
ing the Jakarta summit also
quests the United Nations to
mobilise the international com-
munity and calls for stronger co-
ordination and cooperation of
relief efforts.

The group asked the UN “to
convene an international pledg-
ing conference for the sustain-
ability of humanitarian relief ef-
forts” and explore establishing a
standby arrangement “forimme-
diate humanitarian relief efforts.”

More than $4 billion have so
far been pledged to help tsunami
victims and rebuild the stricken
Asian region, with Japan,
Britain, United States, Germany
and France also calling for a
freeze on debt repayments by
tsunami-hit nations. The decla-
ration states that the delegates
“welcome the initiative of several
countries on the moratorium of
payments of the external debt
burden of the affected countries.”

It says resources should be ur-
gently mobilised to meet the
emergency relief needs of victims
and the affected countries and
emphasises the importance of na-
tional rehabilitation and recon-
struction programmes. Experts
say a warning system could have
saved many lives. The Pacific
Ocean already has a tsunami
warning centre. —Reuters

ly, is OIIIY forth ‘
daman & Nicobar. dmgtcprehmmaxyesmnatesputomhythe
Union home stry on Thursday, Tamil Nadu was the worst-af-
fected not only in terms of human toll but also economic losses
which stood at Rs 2,730.70 crore. Kerala came second with loss 10
property estimated at Rs 1,358.62 crore, The tsunami left Andhra
PradeshpoorerbyRs 720.73 crore and Pondicherry by Rs 512 crore.
With the survey yet 1o be completed in Andaman and Nicobar,

where the tidal waves engulfed the entire settlement on some of the

istands, it may take some time before the financial damage caused

‘by the tsunarmi disaster to the Union territory is worked out,

Agency reports from Port Blair, however, projected cumulatedloss-
£SUP1TO.RS 2,500 crore based on preliminary assessment by mdmd-
nal government departrents and the industry, :

Incidentally, the final take on financiatlosses in the tsunami-rav-
aged states may come enIy in the report of the central tearn that
wrapped up its three-day visit to Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday to assess the damage and pinpoint the central
aid to be extended for reliefand rehabilitation of tsunarni victims.

Though a department/ministry-wise break-up of the overall loss
in the mainland was not provided by the MHA, itisbelieved o be
mainly onaccount of the infrastructure Baving been washedaway
by the istinami waves as well as losses 1o fishermen, farmers, ship-
ping industry and tourism. According to the Union home ministry,
376 villages were affected in Tamil Nadu, 3014 in Andhra Pradesh,
187 mKerala and 33 in Pondicheny. /

Fhe Economic Times
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Honour aid pledge, -
Annan tells'leaders

Jakarta, Jan. 5 (Reuters): UN
secretary-general Kofi Annan
called on world leaders to hon-
our their pledge of $3.0 billion
t0 help tsunami victims and
rebuild the stricken Asian re-
gion.

Speaking ahead of atsuna-
mi crisis conference today in
Jakarta, Annan said: “I hope
all the money will be deliv-
ered.” Leaders from 26 nations
and humanitarian groups will
discuss ways to coordinate do-
nations and relief operations
and also ways of limiting dam-
age from future natural disas-
ter. The sheer number of aid
groups flooding into Asia, big
and small, has caused coordi-
nation problems and created
bottlenecks.

Aid promised for the
biggest humanitarian crisis
since World War II, in which
150,000 people have been killed

~and millions left homeless,
must be “fresh and additional
money, not robbing Peter to
pay Paul, pulling it from other
crises”, Annan said in a CNN
television interview.

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard pledged A$1.0
billion ($765 million) over five
years for Indonesian recon-
struction and development. “It
is the single largest aid contri-
bution ever made by Aus-
tralia,” said Howard after
meeting Indonesian President
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
ahead of the one-day aid con-

AN ,

US secretary of state Colin Powell (centre) at the aixrportin

Banda Aceh. After witnessing the unimaginable destruction
of Asia’s tsunami horror, Powell said: “I have been in war
and I have been through a number of relief
operations, but I have never seen anything like this.” (Reuters)

ference. Indonesia is the
worst-hit nation with almost
two-thirds of the dead from
the December 26 tsunami,
which swept across six Asian
nations, and has 500,000 people
homeless.

The EU warned against na-
tions trying to outbid each
other in a “beauty contest”,
without being sure the money
would be well spent.

EU would link aid to needs
and “it's not really important
to make competition to know
who will promise the highest
level,” said European Com-
missioner for Development
and Humanitarian Assistance

Louis Michel. International
aid groups echoed Annan’s
call and his concern of aid
being shift from other areas to
cover the Asian tsunami.

“We must ensure we don’t
repeat mistakes of previous
humanitarian crises in
Afghanistan, Liberia, and
elsewhere where donors have
either failed to deliver the aid
quickly enough, or at all, or de-
livered aid at the expense of
other disasters,” said Barbara
Stocking, director of Oxfam.

As aid workers struggled
to cope with survivors, the
Jakarta conference will try to
coordinate the relief effort.
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Rescue
team on

CE

Home ravaged, hunger looms on Onges
Delhi clears

forgotten Cloud on Stone
Age survivors

island

M.R. VENKATESH

Cuddalore, Jan. 5: Battered
and forgotten, an island in the
backwaters of the Bay of Ben-
gal received the first ray of
hope 10 days after the deadly
tsunami struck.

A team of personnel from
the army, police and the fire
services department reached
Pillumedu today to look for 56
missing people, Cuddalore dis-
trict collector Gagandeep
Singh Bedi said.

Largely inhabited by trib-
als and fishermen, the island
has been virtually “washed
away”.

A central team visiting
tsunami-affected areas in
Tamil Nadu could not reach
Pillumedu, nearly 50 km from
here.

The team was stunned to
see the devastation across the
state, the worst-hit on the
country. Around 606 bodies
have been recovered from
Cuddalore district alone.

However, the damage to the
livelihood of the fishermen is
incalculable. Up to 15,000
tonnes of fish used to be ex-
ported annually. “There is no
fish available in Cuddalore
today and is being brought
here from far away Mumbai
and other places,” Bedi said.

The central team has split
into three — one has gone to
Nagapattinam, the most bat-
tered district in the state, one
is surveying Cuddalore dis-
trict and nearby Pondicherry
and third is in Kanyakumari.

It was mostly women and
children who bore the brunt of
the killer waves, Bedi said, ad-
ding that 312 women and 170
children have died in this dis-
trict.

The team to Cuddalore is
being led by Vijaya Srivastava,
the executive director of the
Delhi-based Central Social
Welfare Board. Srivastava
said her team members have
not seen such a natural cal-
amity in their lives, it is even
bigger than the earthquake
that shook Gujarat in 2000.

Bedi stressed on the dam-
age done to fishery and agri-
culture, the latter due to sea
water intrusion in several
places. He said two other islets
— MGR Thittu and Chinna
Vaikal in the backwaters near
Kille, close to Chidambaram
— have also taken a lot of the
tsunami’s fury

Most fishermen’s boats are
“beyond repair”, Bedi said.
Country boats — known as
kattumaram — fitted with out-
board engines and nets could
cost up toRs 11akh each, while
the price of the bigger mo-
torised fibre-glass boats could
go up to Rs 25 lakh, Bedi ex-
plained to the central team.

It would take considerable
amount of money to rehabili-
tate the coastal belt, he said,
urging for generous central as-
sistance.

Removing the big boats po-
se a huge logistical problem as
well as cranes cannot be taken
to certain places, the district
collector said, adding that a 50-
tonne crane had to be carried
all the way from Chennai port
to lift some of the larger boats
stuck in the debris.

C.K. Gariyali, one of there-
lief commissioners of the sta-
te government, told the team
about a “small outbreak of
measles” in the district. The
Centre should arrange for lar-
ge quantities of anti-measles
and anti-typhoid vaccines be-
sides tablets to prevent
cholera, Gariyali added.

Port Blair, Jan. 5 (Reuters):
One of the world’s last remain-
ing Stone Age hunter-gatherer
tribes survived the tsunami
but the damage caused to their
habitat may eventually wipe
them out, experts said.

The Onge tribe on the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands
could run out of food — mostly
marine species — as their in-
land estuaries have been flood-
ed by sea water and coastal
mangroves destroyed, they
said.

Although authorities say
that the most primitive tribal
groups on the islands are safe
after the tsunami struck 10
days ago, there has been no
word on the fate of nearly 25
Onges, a quarter of the tribe’s
total population.

“While a majority of the
tribes are physically safe, we
believe a tribe like the Onge is
in grave danger as their habi-
tat may have been badly affect-
ed,” said Samir Acharya, sec-
retary of the Society for An-
daman and Nicobar Ecology:.

“These tribals live a need-
based life where destruction to
a particular natural resource
could make all the difference
between survival and extinc-
tion,” he said.

The Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, a remote cluster of
more than 550 islands of

SRR

A bird’s-eye view of the eroded shoreline at Katchal, part of the Andaman and Nlcobar

which only about three dozen
are inhabited, are home to
about six tribes of Mongoloid
and Negrito origin who have

lived there for thousands of

years.

Many of these tribal peo-
ple are hunter-gatherers who
arm themselves with spears,
bows and arrows, dress in tree
bark or leaves and shun links
with the outside world.

Experts had feared that
some of these tribes could
have been wiped out after the
killer waves smashed into the
remote archipelago.

The December 26 tsunami,
triggered by an undersea
earthquake off Indonesia, has
killed about 150,000 people
across south and southeast
Asia.

While the largest tribe, the
Nicobarese, has a population
of more than 20,000, more
primitive groups like the Sen-
tinelese, Shom Pen and
Jarawa number only a few
dozen or a few hundred.

The Onges are a Negrito
tribe whose numbers have
dwindled to about 100 people
from an estimated 600 in 1901.

At least 5,000 people are
feared to have died on the trop-
ical Andaman and Nicobar is-
lands. Most of the victims
were Nicobarese living in vil-
lages along the coastline.

Island chain. (Reuters)
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Many tribal people fled
deep into the jungles after the
tsunami and have been too
scared to emerge since, au-
thorities said, adding that
they were believed to be sur-
viving on coconuts, bananas
and wild berries.

Authorities have so far pro-
vided little relief to the most

Fish drops off dinner tables

GS. RADHAKRISHNAAND
BAPPAMAJUMDAR

Hyderabad/Port Blair, Jan.
5: The tsunami has made fish
an untouchable commodity in
markets.

There are no takers for the
tonnes of sea and tank fish in
Hyderabad where stocks have
been piling with wholesale
vendors since January 1.

“Keeping sentiments in
view (after the tsunami disas-
ter), we abstained from selling
sea fish for almost a week. But
even after new year, sales have
remained low,” said Abdus
Khader, a fish merchant.

Kaki Padmavati, a 22-year-
old fisherwoman, echoed him.
Her husband and brother have
not gone out fishing for three

days as there are no takers.
“After the tsunami, the shore-
line has bzen flooded with
dead fish. We even saw some
huge turtles and varieties of
crabs on our beach,” she said.

“A majority of the coastal
population has rejected sea
fish under the impression that
these fish might have consu-
med dead human flesh,” says
Narasimha Rao, an assistant
director in the fisheries de-
partment in Krishna district
of Andhra Pradesh. The de-
partment has already warned
that dead fish are not suitable
for consumption.

In Port Blair, 13,000 fisher-
men are jobless. “They are
afraid to go fishing and people
are also not eating fish, but we
have not issued any warning

about this,” said V. Krishna-
murthy, the fisheries director.

The authorities are busy
convincing fishermen to retu-
rn to work, but near the coast.
“They want us to issue a state-
ment saying people can con-
sume fish, but we never asked
people to either eat or not eat
fish,” Krishnamurthy said.

The undeclared ban on fish
consumption has raised pric-
es of chicken and red meat in
Hyderabad. The price of chic-
ken has skyrocketed to Rs 120
a kg while meat is selling at
Rs 250 a kg.

A government notification
issued yesterday, however, sa-
id fish of the sea and tank vari-
eties were good enough to be
eaten, but keeping public sen-
timent in mind, it was advised

that people keep off seafood
for a few more days.

Fish sent from Andhra has
also been rejected in other par-
ts of the country. Three consig-
nments to Bangalore and pa-
rts of Sholapur have not been
accepted, fish merchants said. |

In Port Blair, wildlife au- .
thorities are yet to make an as-
sessment of the marine life
around the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. “We are busy
with relief work. There has
not been any time to make an
assessment, which can only
start in a month’s time,” said
S.R. Mehta, the principal chief
conservator of forests. “But
the feedback received from
our men stationed at various
points show that marine life
has not been affected.”

Car N!cobar group

Affected. Loss bein

reported missing

Source: Home ministry, *2001 Census

primitive tribal groups, partly
because of concerns about in-
truding into their highly pro-
tected existence.

“We still do not have any
information whatsoever about
20-25 Onges who had settled on
South Bay in Little Andaman,
which is roughly a fourth
of their total population,” said

estimated. About 3000

1 28,653 (14,646 males
14,007 females)

i i

a senior anthropologist.

“And the rest who had been
evacuated from their Dugong
Creek settlement to higher
ground have been living
among settlers for a week now,
which is very worrying as
they have reportedly begun
getting used to alcohol and to-
bacco.”

air on tribes

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 5: The gov-
ernment today released 2001
Census figures for rare An-
daman and Nicobar tribes
along with a preliminary as-
sessment of the situation in
the islands to clear the confu-
sion over the fate of the
tribals.

Although initial fears that
the Kkiller waves may have
wiped out many of these prim-
itive tribes have proved
wrong, the authorities do not
yet have a clear picture of the
exact extent of the devasta-
tion. Many of these tribals
have fled to the thick tropical
jungles in the remote archipel-
ago and the Centre is in no po-
sition to say how many have
been killed.

There are six main tribes
living in the islands. Of these,
five —— Andamanese, Jarawas,
Onges, Sentinelese and Shom
Pens — are primitive. The
sixth, Nicobarese, are numeri-
cally the largest.

According to the 2001 Cen-
sus, the Andamanese num-
bered 43, Jarawas around 240,
Onges 96, Sentinelese 39,
Shom Pens 398 and the Nico-
barese 28,653.

The Andamanese, mos\of

whom lived in Strait Island,
are safe, though their
dwellings have been damaged.

The Jarawas, who like the
Andamanese have a Negrito
origin, are all safe, according
to the authorities. Among the
most primitive tribes, they
live in six villages in An-
daman.

Latest reports say the
Onges — who live in two vil-
lages in Port Blair — are safe
and have taken shelter in the
hill and forest areas.

So far, no contact has been
established with the Sentine-
lese, who shun links with the
outside world. However, they
have been sighted during aeri-
al surveys over the North Sen-
tinel island. The Centre as-
sumes the Sentinelese are
safe.

The Shom Pens, who live in
the southernmost part of
Nicobar island, are scattered
over 17 villages. All bridges in
this area are damaged and ef-
forts are on to reach the Shom
Pens by foot. Although they
were feared to have been the
worst affected, aerial surveys
have shown they are more or
less safe as th,ey had fled to the
forests.
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THE SCALE'OF the tsunami catastrophe in In-
donesia and Sri Lanka has just emerged. Esti-
mates of the death toll in Indonesia are fast
approaching the 100,000 mark while Sri Lanka
has confirmed at least 40,000 deaths. Many parts
of South East Asia have been hit by the killer
waves, although Indonesia stands out as the
worst affected since the epicentre of the gigantic
undersea earthquake was in the Sumatra region.
The authorities have not been able to complete
the assessment of the devastation as yet. Parts of
Malaysia, Thailand, and Myanmar have also
been hit although not on the scale of Indonesia
— the region’s giant. It has taken a week for the
administration in the archipelago to put a figure
to the natural calamity, and it was also a week
before any substantial aid could reach the heart-
breakingly devastated Aceh province. It is in this
scenario that Singapore’s Prime Minister, Lee
Hsien Loong, mooted an Association of South
East Asian (ASEAN) initiative for an international
summit in Jakarta to discuss relief and rehabil-
itation measures for the affected countries. This
meeting, scheduled for January 6, has graduated
into an international donors’ conference.

At a time when the concentration must be on
helping people rebuild their lives by canalising
all the assistance and solidarity that can be mo-
bilised, it is presumptuous on the part of the
United States to envisage a “core group” of four
countries (apart from itself, Australia, Japan, and
India) for coordinating the relief effort in areas
hit by the tsunami. Such a responsibility can de-
volve only on the United Nations, which has al-
ready initiated the process of aid collection. A
sum of $2 billion has already been raised and the
Jakarta conference must ensure that this is mul-
tiplied and distributed among the worst affected
countries and areas so that the homeless families
can first get shelter and then think of a livelihood.

o~ v

The European Union (E.U.) has sponsored an in-
ternational donors’ conference in Geneva on Ja-
nuary 11, and this will be under U.N. auspices.
The E.U. wants to host a follow-up donors’ meet
to take up rehabilitation and reconstruction work
in the devastated parts of Asia and even East Afri-
ca. To start with, the donor countries and aid
agencies must look at Indonesia and Sri Lanka,
which lack the infrastructure to undertake the
stupendous task on their own.

The fact that U.N. Secretary General Kofi An-
nan will be participating in the Jakarta conference |
along with senior representatives of all major
countries lends weight to the meeting. India,
which has taken a staggering hit from the tsuna-
mi, has done the right thing by making it a matter
of principle to organise its relief and rehabilita-
tion efforts on its own, without foreign aid — and
also announcing a substantial contribution to the
international fund in addition to assisting Sri Lan-
ka and the Maldives. It is reassuring that a senior |
Cabinet member, External Affairs Minister Nat-
war Singh, will be representing the Government
in Jakarta but Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
must rethink his decision to skip the conference.
He needs clearly to assign higher priority to this
than to the third Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (January
7-9), and in any case he can return in time from
Jakarta to attend the Mumbai meet. With India
moving determinedly to enhance its partnership
with ASEAN and also pushing for permanent
membership of the U.N. Security Council, the
Prime Minister’s participation in a collective ef-
fort to ensure that the U.N. leads the international
relief and rehabilitation drive for tsunami victims
assumes special importance. India and China
have a great responsibility to the region and
ASEAN and the world will expect them to be
wholeheartedly involved in the reconstruction

THE HINDU

programme to follow.
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Rescue efforf needs international coordination

he tsunami disaster has been global in scope. Not only did

its waves travel three times round the world as the Japanese
scientists say, but selected countries across South and East
Asia, and nationals from many more countries, have made
their reverberations felt right across the globe. It is only appro-
priate that the rescue and relief effort should also be global,
and politics should be put aside for the occasion. In India the
death toll is 10,000, and a million people are said to be dis-
placed. The bureaucracy does a poor job of coping with much
smaller calamities than this. Why then the refusal of foreign
aid, especially when India has joined a core group comprising
the USA, Australia and Japan to coordinate international
relief to tsunami victims in other countries? It is inexplicable
unless one factors in the old shibboleths of national self-
reliance, which one thought was left behind when India
accepted aid for the rehabilitation of earthquake victims in
Gujarat in 2001. In general, national self-reliance stunted the
economy’s growth before 1991, and it seems especially silly in
times of crisis like these, when the most urgent necessity is to
get food, shelter, medical aid to victims as well as ta repair the
ravaged infrastructure. When assistance on these scores could
mean the difference between life and death, it doesn’t really
matter from what source help comes.

Manmohan Singh says we can cope with the situation on our
own resources, and adds that an earthquake cess is not
necessary “as of now”. Which is not really reassuring, it is
implicit the position may change at any time and further
burdens may be imposed on the economy. The follies of na-
tional self-reliance crop up in another area as well. It transpires
that India will not join the international tsunami warning
system but set up its own at a cost of Rs 125 crore. Reinventing
the wheel is always expensive; besides, given the dismal track
record of government science, we don’t even know whether
there will be a wheel at the end of it. Even presuming the
system works, and we get two hours’ warning, do we have the
infrastructure to get the warning out quickly. These are hard
questions that must be asked, as also the question that if the
Indian taxpayer can pay for resources to aid tsunami victims in,
say, Thailand or Indonesia, why can’t internationatresources
be made available for Indian victims.

THE STATESMAN
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-~ Central Team Seeks Rs 4,800 Cr & 54,000 Tonnes Of Grain For Victims

Special package for tsunami-hit

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 4 JAN U}iii‘(W@ N )/

parts of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra

Pradesh to assess the extent and nature
of damage on Tuesday endorsed the states’
view favouring a special package, beyond the
normsof the Calamity Relief Fund, to deal with
the disaster, “We (the team) feel the need to
consider a special package for dealing with
immediate relief and rehabilitation of affected
persons,” secretary (disaster management) in
the Union home ministry A.K. Rastogi, told
newspersons in Chennai.

Mr Rastogi’s statement came shortly after
the central team called on Tamil Nadu chief
minister J Jayalalitha in Chennai. She is re-
ported to have sought Rs 4,800 crore and
54,000 tontnes of grain as relief for the tsuna-
mi victims in her state. In separate letters to
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Union
home minister Shivraj Patil, Ms Jayalalitha
pointed out how the Tsunami was an “un-
precedented” disaster and that normal norms
for calamity relief would not apply.

A special package should be developed, she
requested, recalling her conversation with the
Prime Minister during his visit to Tamil Nadu
last week in which she claimed he had en-
dorsed the need for such a measure.

Mr Rastogi, who today assured Mr Jay-
alalitha that the Centre would work closely
with the state administration towards supple-
menting relief operations and evolving long-
term plans for rehabilitation of affected per-
sons, qualified the team’s willingness to rec-
ommend a special package with the rider that
the team was not the final authority to take a
decision. “The team would make its recom-
mendation to the higher authorities,” he told
a press conference following a meeting with
senior state government officials.

T HE Central team visiting the tsunarmi-hit

Marine Drive: US Marines walk out of a cargo plane that brought support troops at the

Bandaranayake International Airport in Katunayake, north of Colombo on Tuesday. — AP

US, India work in tandem

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 4 JANUARY

S it earmarked another $1.6 million
A aid for India, the US, on Tuesday, said

relief work by American troops for
the tsunami-hitin the immediate neighbour-
hood including Sri Lanka was being done in
close coordination with New Delhi.

Lauding India’s efforts to provide humani-
tarian relief quickly to countries affected by
the tragedy, US ambassador David Mulford
said it had provided an occasion for the armed
forces of the two countries to operationalise
disaster management programmes under-
taken during joint exercises. Official sources
in the MEA affirmed that New Delhi was kept

fully in the know and the operations were be-
ing done in coordination with Indian govern-
ment. Mr Mulford revealed that he had sug-
gested deploying military forces for relief op-
erations to national security advisor J.N.
Dixit, who died on Monday, the day afier the
tsunami struck.

Dixit not only received the idea favourably,
but went ahead and intimated the Indian
Navy whose officials promptly got in touch
with counterpartsin the US Embassy.

Atleast 1,500 US marines are now expect-
ed to be deployed in Sri Lanka, some of
whom have already landed there. Mr Mul-
ford also confirmed ghe presence of aircraft
carrier USS Abraham tincoln off the coast of

-
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Boats that were washed ashore by tsunami last Sunday at Akkaraipettai in Nagapattinam
district. — Photo: R.Shivaji Rao
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US ships on horizon,

dia &

China wake up to new reality

C RAJA MOHAN }) A
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 2 \ ,\\
H\*

BESIDES drawing le-
gions of armed forces and
triggering high-profile
global diplomacy, the
tsunami strike in the Indian
Ocean has reinforced politi-
cal and military pragmatism
in New Delhi and Beijing.

New Delhi and Beijing
have traditionally been sus-
" picious of each other as well
as of the American military
presence in their neigh-
bourhood.

Demonstrating a new re-
alism, India and China are
easing their own military
tensions and simultaneously
working with the reality of
American naval primacy in

the Indian Ocean.

In normal circumstances,
China would have been
wary of India’s move to join
the relief coalition involving
the US and its major Asian
allies, Japan and Australia.
Instead, as the core group
on tsunami relief was being
announced’in the US, Bei-
jing was expanding the list of
military confidence building
measures with Army chief
Gen N C Vij, who was visit-
ing China at the same time.

Without a murmur of
protest against the core
group, which has now ex-
panded to include the
Netherlands and Canada
and might also draw in the
European Union, China has
decided to contribute vigor-

INDIAN EXPRESS

ously to the relief effort.

Besides considerable aid,
Beijing has decided to send
ateam of 220 search and res-
cue workers that includes a
contingent of Chinese mili-
tary engineers to Indonesia.
Some of this pragmatism has
also rubbed off on Pakistan,
which is sending two naval
ships to join the relief effort
in Sri Lanka and flying a few
sorties of C-130 transport
aircraft to Indonesia.

China has long given up
the demand for American
troop withdrawal from Asia.
Beijing knows that if the US
troops pull out, Japan will
inevitably rearm itself. The
logic is not very different in
New Delhi. India, too, has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CRAWFORD (Texas),
Jan. 1. — Having pledged
$350 million to help tsu-
nami victims in South
Asia, the Bush adminis-
tration is focusing on the
logistics of getting clean
water, food and other sup-
plies to people rebuilding
their lives and burying the
scores of thousands who
perished.

“The disaster around the
Indian Ocean continues to
grow both in size and
scope,” President Bush
said yesterday in announ-
cing that the USA would
provide 10 times its earli-

er $35million offering —
an amount criticised as
miserly for such a rich
nation. More than 20
patrol and cargo aircraft
have been dispatched to
carry disaster supplies,
Mr Bush said. The aircraft
carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln, the Maritime
Pre-Positioning Squadron
from Guam and an am-
phibious ship carrying a
Marine team soon will be
in position to generate
clean water and support
other relief efforts.

A US military cargo jet
yesterday brought blan-
kets, medicine and the
first of 80,000 body bags to

" US aid focus on logistics

Banda Aceh, the devastat-
ed Indonesian city near
the quake epicentre. Nine
US military C-130 trans-
ports took off yesterday
from Utapao in Thailand
to ferry supplies to south-
ern parts of Thailand,
Indonesia and Sri Lanka.

UN race against time

The UN said it was in a |
“race against time” to get
aid to the tsunami vic-
tims and the death tool
may near 150,000. Mr
Koft Annan said he was |
worried that not all those |

who needed help _would |
get it. /)’/' \
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