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The best that can be Save Article
said of the recently
concluded meeting on climate change in
Montreal is that the countries that care
about global warming did not allow the
United States delegation to blow the whole
conference to smithereens. Washington was
intent on making sure that the conferees
required no more of the United States than
what it is already doing to restrain
greenhouse gas emissions, which amounts
to virtually nothing.

At least the Americans' shameful foot-
dragging did not bring the entire process to
a complete halt, and for this the other
industrialized countries, chiefly Britain and
Canada, deserve considerable praise. It
cannot be easy for America's competitors to
move forward with costly steps to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions while the United
States refuses to carry its share of the load.
Nevertheless, the Europeans and other
signatories to the 1997 treaty limiting
greenhouse gas emissions - a treaty the
Bush administration has rejected - promised
to work toward new and more ambitious

targets and timetables when the agreement
lancec in 2017
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For-its part, the Bush administration
deserves only censure. No one expected a
miraculous conversion. But given the
steadily mounting evidence of the present
and potential consequences of climate
change - disappearing glaciers, melting
Arctic ice caps, dying coral reefs,
threatened coastlines, increasingly violent
hurricanes - one would surely have
expected America's negotiators to arrive in
Montreal willing to discuss alternatives.

They did not. Instead, the principal
negotiators, Paula Dobriansky and Harlan
Watson, continued to tout the benefits of an
approach that combines voluntary
reductions by individual companies with
further research into "breakthrough"
technologies.

That will not work. While a few companies
may decide to proceed on their own, the
private sector as a whole will neither create
new technologies nor broadly deploy them
unless all countries are required to do their
share under a regime that combines agreed-
upon targets with strong financial incentives
for reaching them. To believe that
companies will spend heavily to reduce
emissions while their competitors are not
doing the same is to believe in the tooth
fairy.

The Europeans are finding solace in the fact
that the Americans - after much kicking and
screaming, and after public rebukes by
Canada's prime minister and a surprise
visitor named Bill Clinton - finally agreed
to join informal "nonbinding” discussions
that will try to entice developing countries
like China and India into the process. It's
certainly true that without the developing
nations on board, any effort to keep
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g]ﬁeenhouses gases at manageable levels will Copyright 2005The New York Times Company | Home | Privacy
be for naught. China, for example, is

building coal-fired power plants at a rapid

clip and is expected to overtake the United

States as the biggest producer of greenhouse

gases in 20 years.

But talk is cheap, and nonbinding talk is
even cheaper. And talk alone will not get
the developing world into the game. Why
should India and China make major
sacrifices while the United States, in effect,
gets a free ride? The battle against global
warming will never be won unless America
joins it, urgently and enthusiastically. Our
grandchildren will look back with anger and
astonishment if we fail to do so.
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Typhoon ;ams death, destruction in
vast swathe of East Asia: toll 43

Three lakh people evacuated from Vietnam’s coastal regions; network of dykes breached

ASSESSING DAMAGE: Chinese farmers work on a field of banana trees damaged by Typhoon Damrey in onnghaz south China’s Hainan province, on Tuesday - PHOTO: REUTERS

HANOL: A greatly weakened Ty-
phoon Damrey wrought more
destruction in its wake on
Wednesday after killing at least
43 persons in a week-long sweep
through a vast swathe of East
Asia.

Damrey was downgraded into
a tropical depression as wind
speeds dropped to just 38 kmph
from a high of around 200 kmph,
according to the Hong Kong Ob-
servatory.

The storm killed 16 persons in
the Philippines, 16 in southern
China, eight in Vietnam and
three in Thailand, where it
caused widespread flooding in
the north. Five people have been
reported missing there.

Earlier, after passing over
northern Vietnam on Tuesday,
the storm brought heavy rain
and strong winds to Laos.

“According to initial esti-
mates, Damrey, the most violent
storm to hit Vietnam in adecade,
caused damage worth tens of
millions of dollars,” a Central
Government weather official in

Vietnam said on Wednesday.
“Tens of thousands of hec-
tares of agricultural land as well
as major infrastructures such as
roads, bridges and dykes, elec-
tricity supply network and tele-
communications have been
damaged and some boats are
missing,” he said. “People still

have to remain in churches,
schools and public buildings,”
said a flood control official in the
northern province of Nam Dinh.

Food aid

“We have to wait until the wa-
ters recede, then restore the
dykes before the people can re-

turn home. We are providing
them with instant noodles and
clean water,” the official said.
Nguyen Van Hung, a 72-year-
old farmer in Nam Dinh, said it
was the biggest storm in memo-

Iy.
“It was lucky that the author-
ities forced us to evacuate to

PORT ARTHUR (TEXAS): Hurricane
Rita victims along the rural
Texas Gulf Coast are waiting
to see whether their
complaints about sluggish
federal and state aid result in
speedier action in the coming
days.

Mayor Oscar Ortiz
expressed cautious optimism
after meeting with Gov. Rick
Perry on Tuesday, but said he
was still relying more on
private companies and

Sluggish aid frustrates Rita victims

individuals than the
Government as the city
struggles to recover.

“I’'m just hoping [the
Government] comes
through,” Mr. Ortiz said, “It
seems like the larger towns in
the news are the ones getting
the help.” Nearly four days
after Rita hit, many of the
storm’s sweltering victims
were still waiting for
electricity, gasoline, water
and other relief. The situation

prompted one top emergency
official to complain that
people were “living like
cavemen.”

In the hard-hit refinery
towns of Port Arthur and
Beaumont, crews struggled to
cross debris-clogged streets to
deliver generators and water
to people stranded by Rita.
They predicted it could be a
month before power was
restored. Red tape was also
blamed for the delays. — AP

churches and schools before the
storm arrived. Now, we will be
hungry as we have lost all our
crops,” Mr. Hung said.

In the adjoining province of
Ninh Binh, flood control official
VuKim Khoi said a lot of farmers
faced ruin having lost all their
crops and animals.

“They’ll need state help for
weeks before they can resume
cultivation,” he said.

His counterpart Tran Xuan
Giaiin Nam Dinh said the imme-
diate priority was repair of
dykes.

“Our soldiers are still on this
jobs. And we still need to give
emergency help to people in
danger,” he said.

About 300,000 people were
evacuated from Vietnam’s coast-
al regions, where extensive net-
works of dykes were breached.

The storm weakened as it
crossed into Laos, encountering
the Annamite chain of moun-
tains, said a Foreign Ministry
spokesman.

“There is no major damage to

ol

our country. No casualty, no
death has been reported,” he
said.

In China, the Civil Affairs
Ministry said the storm had
caused nearly 8.5 billion yuan
{$1.05 billion] in damage in Hai-
nan, Guangdong and Guangxi
provinces as of Monday night,
while 436,000 people had been
evacuated.

Hainan Vice-Governor Wu
Changyuan said 20,000 homes
had been flattened on the island
province, while 380 km of roads
had been damaged and 704,000
hectares of cropland ruined.

In the Philippines, the storm
displaced more than 8,000 peo-
ple from nine towns and cities in
the Bicol peninsula southeast of
Manila.

Several hundred hectares of
farmland were flooded.

Asia is prone to tropical
storms and typhoons, two of
which caused widespread de-
struction in China and killed
scores of people earlier this
month. — AFP



NBA threatens stir against
Maheshwar dam project

CBI probe demanded into the alleged
“misuse” of publié money by the promoters
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BHOPAL: The Narmada Bachao
Andolan (NBA) has threatened
that the villagers affected by the
Maheshwar dam project on the
Narmada will launch a struggle
to save their land. It has also
demanded a CBI probe into the
alleged “misuse” of public mon-
ey by S. Kumars, the promoters
of the project.

Addressing a press conference
here, NBA leader Alok Agrawal
criticised the Madhya Pradesh
Government for “leniency”
shown to S. Kumars in the recov-
ery of loans.

He said the Madhya Pradesh
Cabinet had decided to resche-
dule the payments till 2009 for
loans taken by S. Kumars even
though the group had “wilfully”
defaulted on a Rs. 82-crore in-
ter-corporate deposit (ICD) loan
taken from the State Industrial
Development Corporation
(MPSIDC).

Mr. Agrawal said that in order
to go ahead with the “destructive

\fhe project, if ‘\%\6\

completed, will
submerge homes and
irrigated agricultural
land of over 50,000
farmers

and unsustainable” Maheshwar
project, the State Government
was paving the way for finance
agencies to put more and more
money into the project without
ensuring recovery of outstand-
ing loans taken by the
promoters.

He demanded that the State
Government take immediate
steps to recover the money by
attaching and auctioning the S.
Kumars properties in Madhya
Pradesh and Mumbai and also to
scrap the dam project.

He said the NBA wanted the
CBI or Central Vigilance Com-
mission and the Reserve Bank of
India to investigate the “entire
financial mess” regarding the

project, including the role of the
Power Finance Corporation, IF-
CI and other financial institu-
tions in not taking action on
multiple wilful defaults.

Mr. Agrawal said the project,
if completed, would submerge
homes and irrigated agricultural
land of over 50,000 farmers,
fishermen and boat people in 61
villages in the fertile plains of
the Narmada valley. It would al-
so wash away scores of sand
quarries, hundreds of acres of
riverbed draw-down land and
the richest fresh water fisheries
in the valley. It is also certain to
cause extensive water logging,
he said.

So far, Mr. Agrawal said, the
promoters had neither identi-
fied nor given the oustees irri-
gated agricultural land although
this was required under the Nar-
mada Water Disputes Tribunal
Award NWDTA) and the reha-
bilitation policy.

He said the State Government
should immediately scrap the
project.



‘Hurricane devastation less than

Flooding caused by Hurricane Rita is seen in Sweet Lake area of Louisiana on Sunday.
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RATTLED BY Hurricane Rita, residents along the
Texas and Louisiana coasts began clearing away
debris as power crews worked to restore electricity
to more than 1 million customers in four states.
They also breathed a sigh of relief that the devas-
tation caused by the once-dreaded storm was less
severe than that caused by Hurricane Katrina.

Rita downed trees, sparked fires across the hurri-
cane zone and swamped Louisiana shoreline towns
with a 15-foot storm surge that required daring boat
and helicopter rescues of hundreds of people.

Adam Suire, 77, said he climbed into an oak tree
Friday night with his wife, daughter and son-in-law
when Rita flooded his house south of Erath,
Louisiana. A Coast Guard helicopter plucked the
battered family from the tree on Saturday afternoon.

In Jasper County, within the Piney Woods of East
Texas, trees lying over the roads were making it dif
ficult for sheriff’s deputies to check on people.

Search and rescue teams working with the
FEMA arrived late on Saturday in Lake Charles,
Louisiana., in a convoy of about a dozen vehicles
loaded with water, ready-to-eat meals, medical sup-
plies and fuel. The crews planned to get some rest
before getting to work not long after dawn.

About 1,373,544 people were without power in
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi ac-
cording to utility companies. One person was killed
in Mississippi when a tornado spawned by the hur-
ricane overturned a mobile home.

Damage to the vital concentration of oil refiner-
ies along the coast appeared relatively light, al-
though industry officials said it was too early tc as-
sess whether there would be an impact on oil prices.
Valero Energy Corp. said its 255,000-barrel-per-day
Port Arthur refinery sustained significant damage
and would need at least two weeks for repairs.

Some of the worst flooding occurred along the
Louisiana coast, where floodwaters were 9 feet deep
near the town of Abbeville. About 500 people were
rescued from high waters south of New Orleans,
some by helicopters. Elsewhere, a portion of Inter-
state 10 over the Calcasieu River in Lake Charles
was closed after barges broke loose from their
moorings and slammed into the bridge.

New Orleans, devastated by Katrina barely three
weeks ago, endured a second day of new flooding that
could seriously disrupt recovery plans. The Army’
Corps of Engineers said it would need at least two
weeks to pump water from the most heavily flooded
neighbourhoods after crews plug levee breaches.

Texas officials planned for an orderly return of
the nearly 3 million people who had fled ahead of
Rita, setting up regions that would reopen to evac-
uees on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.

President Bush, mindful of criticism the federal
government was slow to respond to Hurricane Kat-
rina three weeks ago, visited the Texas emergency,
operations centre in Austin on Saturday. /



IN DEEP WATERS: A camera crew makes its
flooding hours before Hurricane Rita stru

way by boat through a New Orleans stre
ck the U.S. coast. - PHOTO: REUTERS (ANOT

et on Friday as the already devastated city suffered renewed
HER PHOTOGRAPH, REPORT ON PAGE 12)

Hurricane Rita pounds Texas, Louisiana

It smashes windows, sparks fires and
-knocks power out to 1 million people

BEAUMONT (TEXAS): Hurricane Ri-
ta slammed into Texas and Loui-
slana early Saturday, smashing
windows, sparking fires and
knocking power out to more
than one million customers, but
largely sparing vulnerable Hous-
ton and already reeling New Or-
leans.

Rita made landfall at 0730
GMT as a Category 3 storm just
east of the Sabine Pass, on the

Texas-Louisiana line, bringing
top winds of 193 kmph and
warnings of up to 64 cm of rain,
the National Hurricane Centre
said. By late morning, it had
weakened to barely above hurri-
cane status, with its sustained
winds at 75 mph (121 kmph) as it
moved north near Jasper.

Fears of severe flooding per-
sisted; parts of the east Texas
counties of Jasper and Tyler re-

ceived 25-30 cm of rain, the Na-
tional Weather Service said.
There were no immediate re-
ports of fatalities or any detailed
word on damage to vast oil refin-
ery industry in the area. Res-
cuers and search teams in many
areas had to wait for winds to
subside. About three million
people fled an 800-km stretch of
the Texas-Louisiana coast ahead
of the storm, keeping in mind
the devastating toll Hurricane
Katrina inflicted on New Or-
leans and other parts of the Gulf
Coast barely three weeks ago.

The storm spun off tornadoes
as it churned northwest, causing
transformers to explode. In the
Jasper county, a house with sev-
en persons inside floated in
floodwaters after it came off its
foundation, the sheriffs com-
munications supervisor, Alice
Duckworth, said.

But the flood-prone cities of
Houston and Galveston — large-
ly evacuated over the past four
days — escaped a direct hit. “So
far, Houston is weathering the
storm,” Mayor Bill White said.

In  New Orleans, rain

drenched parts of the aban-
doned city “sarly - Satiirday,
straining the levee system dam-
aged by Katrina and causing
more flooding in already ruined
and abandoned poor neighbour-
hoods.

In Lake Charles, home to the

nation’s 12th-largest seaport
and refineries run by Conoco-
Phillips, ExxonMobil, Citgo and
Shell, nearly all 70,000 residents
had evacuated. Several riverboat
casinos, which mostly serve
tourists from Texas, closed
ahead of the storm. — AP

Rain havoc in Rajasthan, Uttaranchal, U.P.: 8 killed ~

NEW DELHI: Eight persons, includ-
ing four children, were killed in
Rajasthan, Uttaranchal and Ut-
tar Pradesh over the weekend as
torrential rain pounded the re-
gion since Friday triggering flash
floods and landslides.

Four children were killed in
their sleep when aboulder rolled
down and fell on their hillside
hut at Tatgarh village in Ajmer
district of Rajasthan, police said.

Incessant rain has been lash-

ing the desert State for the past
two days with Udaipurwati in
Jhunjhunu district recording
164 mm of rainfall.

Three women were washed
away in flash floods in Nainital
district while landslides hit the
Mukki area in Uttarkashi dis-
trict of Uttaranchal disrupting
the yatra to Gangotri temple.

The pilgrimages to Badrinath,
Kedarnath and Yamunotri
shrines were continuing despite

incessant rain since Friday, offi-
cials said.

One person was killed and 15
injured in Muzaffarnagar dis-
trict in neighbouring Uttar Pra-
desh as several houses collapsed
in heavy rain, the police said.

They said traffic on the Delhi-
Dehra Dun highway was disrupt-
ed as a portion of the road was
damaged.

Most major rivers including
the Ganga and the Yamuna and

their tributaries are swollen and
flowing close to the danger level.

The heavy rains are attributed
by the weatherman to a low-
pressure trough over south-
eastern Rajasthan adjoining
eastern UP,

Delhi had recorded 31 mm of
rainfall between 8-30 a.m. and
2-30 p.m. on Saturday. Many ar-
eas in the city were inundated
leading to traffic jams.

Four persons were injured

near the All India Radio head-
quarters on Parliament Street
after a tree fell on a car.

In Himachal Pradesh, Kin-
naur and Lahaul-Spiti had an-
other spell of moderate snowfall
while several areas in mid and
lower hills had intermittent
rain, - PTI.

See also Page 3
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~Katrina’s floods leave New

LS \‘\.N

« Orleans a nowh

New Orleans (Louisiana): Each day,
retreating floods surrender more of
New Orleans shattered streets, expos-
ing an eerie, silent wasteland often
unfit for man or beast.

Stinking slime residue bakes into a
thick ash-like dust in the roasting late
summer sun. Here and there, by a
curbside or in a pothole, water laced
with sewage stagnates.

The tragedy of the people of New
Orleans is written in their posses-
sions, stolen by the floods and strewn
over empty streets drying out two
weeks after Hurricane Kairina’s
deadly storm surge.

Most poignant are the children’s
toys: a miniature jeep sits fouled by
mud on the central median of a road
where it floated far from its owner’s
home. A toy tractor lays upside down
on a sidewalk in the Mid-City district
next to a rotting apple. Nearby, a book,
titled “Children’s Favourites:
Favourite Mystery Stories” hangs
open from a downed electric wire,
where it was ferried by the floods.

Across the road, a bedraggled
Fourth of July wreath, with a paper
American flag, on someone’s front
door recalls a happier time, when peo-
ple went about their yearly rituals
oblivious of impending disaster.

Miles and miles of residential areas

A Katrina victim looks at the level
of floodwaters in his house

are deserted, dirtied and ghostly qui-
et. Most people evacuated before the
storm. It would almost be possibie to
drive through suburbs rich and poor
without seeing another person.

Here and there, squads of soldiers
patrol still drying streets in high
wheeled trucks. Abandoned boats are
everywhere, some still tied to lamp-
posts, or sitting absurdly in the streets
where they ran aground.

Outside one house in the Claiborne
district on Tuesday, soldiers stretched
a tarpaulin over a body, grotesquely
parked by receding floodwaters on
somebody’s front hedge.

ere land A\\q ~

In some middle class homes, mos-
quito nets draped over elegant veran-
das have been slashed, evidence per-
haps that people were rescued by
boat, from waters which left a dirty
tidemark two metres high on white
cladding.

Historians will be able to chart the
social story of New Orleans in the
early 21st century by examining
whose homes were consumed by
floods. Poor and lower middle class
people were hit disproportionately
hard, as they live in low lying areas
most prone to flooding.

The rich and the upper middle
class who dwell in sometimes palatial
homes in the higher Garden District

emerged untouched. Some of them
were out clearing hurricane debris
and even mowing their lawns as if
this was any other day.

Across town, in one of New Orleans
most deprived areas—in the shadow
of the notorious Superdome sports au-
ditorium where thousands took
refuge—doors of tenement type hous-
ing flapped open in the breeze.

Taxis lay where they had been left
by the water. Several hearses, stolen
by looters, lay abandoned and fouled
by muddy waters. In the back of one,
someone with a ghoulish sense of hu-
mour has left a mannequin. agencies




Ominous Ophelia st stalks coast

Salvo (North Carohna),
Sept. 13 (Reuters): Tropical
Storm Ophelia threatened to
strengthen back into a hurri-
cane as it wobbled toward the
southeast US coast today and
sent thousands of people pack-
ing from North Carolina's bar-
rier islands.

Ophelia’s centre was 232
km south of Wilmington,
North Carolina. The storm
was creeping north-northwest
and was expected to turn

north and hit the North Car-
olina coast tomorrow night
and Thursday, the forecasters
said.

Ophelia had sat off the
North and South Carolina
coast for four days, alternately
strengthening into a hurri-
cane and weakening back to a
tropical storm.

At 1200 GMT, it was a tropi-
cal storm with 112 kmph
winds but was expected to
cross the 119 kmph threshold

tn hannmn o heaswing e ao2in

by tomorrow, forecasters at
the US National Hurricane
Center said.

Along the 160-km chain of
barrier islands known as the
Outer Banks, mandatory evac-
uation orders were issued for
all 20,000 people on Hatteras Is-
land, a popular vacation spot
that includes Cape Hatteras
Lighthouse and the Cape Hat-
teras National Seashore.

“Today is our window of
opportunity and we are asking
everyone to leave,” said Sandy

¥ PR L

Sanderson\eaergency man-
agement coordinator for Dare
County, which includes Hat-
teras Island.

North Carolina officials
also ordered everyone off of
tiny Okracoke, a low-lying is-
1and reachable only by boat or
plane, and told visitors toleave
coastal Onslow County. Au-
thorities urged people to vol-
untarily leave other barrier is-
lands, lowlands and coastal
towns in North and South Car-
olina.
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Drought casts its long shadow

\
|

Result: MasJ or kharif crop fallure, paddy, sugarcane hard hit

Team HT (T ;r’ O,
New Delhi, September 9 LA

JHARKHAND HAS been declared drought-
hit, neighbouring Bihar has received 30 per
cent less rainfall, western Uttar Pradesh has
a similar shortfall and the problem in most
parts of North India is coming close.

The story of the monsoon blues in India’s
rural hinterland this year is not just about
farmers sowing less, but farmers struggling
to keep their crops alive and productive. Agri-
cultural scientists, such as Dr V. Bharadwaj at

the G.B. Pant Agriculture University in Pant §

Nagar, are already worried. A less-than-nor-
mal rainfall through August and September —
when most kharif crops reach the flowering
stage — could impact crop productlon he

says. Dhanraj Singh of Saharanpur is one of ¢

the lakhs of farmers across the cow-belt who
may have to bear the brunt. He has a standing
crop of sugarcane, wheat and paddy across

his 150- blgha plot, but is not sure how much of &

it will survive the moisture stress.
Low rainfall over the past few years has al-
ready pulled down the water table. Singh has

access to be tube-well, but is not sure how long :

it will work. And whether lower crop yields
would be worth an additional investment.
Bhagat Singh of Bheekampur village does not
think it will. “It’s a costly affair now and we
can’t afford it”, Biagat Singh said.
Vice-chancellor of Govind Ballabh Pant

Agriculture University, Dr PP. Singh said most |

of the fields had developed cracks and the
crops of paddy, sugarcane and fodder are in
bad shape facing the consequences of an er-
ratic monsoon. Three-fourths of the fodder
crop has dried up and the growth of sugarcane
has been hit because of a lack of water. The
damage, he cautioned, extended beyond the
foodgrain and would impact the quantity and
quality of fruits, such as mangoes and litchis.

UP’s principal secretary, agriculture, G.
Patnaik acknowledged that the state was wit-
nessing a “drought-like situation” and farm-
ers could be in trouble if it did not rain with-

MGNSOON BI.llES

Reglon
2005
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in the next 10 days.

Rain deficiency has crossed 20 per cent in
UP this season; it was closer to 30 per cent in
western UP. Last week made it worse. IMD
says western UP received 13 mm; 43 mm
would have been considered normal. The sit-
uation was similar elsewhere in most of
North and central India. Twenty of the 36 sub-
divisions that IMD divides India into received
deficient or scanty rainfall last week.

Intermittent rains in the Malwa and Nimar
regions of Madhya Pradesh might have saved

the withering crops, but experts suggested
kharif production would still drop by at least
10 to 15 per cent. Jharkhand — the only state
to be declared drought-hit so far — was one of
them. It is home to nearly 2.3 million people
below the poverty line, and the scanty rainfall
has already made sustenance difficult for
most of the 400,000 farmers. The state has
recorded 67.4 per cent plantation of paddy
crop, 54.2 per cent pulse crops and 51.8 per
cent oil-seed crops. Altogether 16 districts
have reported below-average rainfall in July

and August.

Till a few weeks ago, farmers growing such
crops as paddy and potato in Punjab and
Haryana had assumed they had nothing to
worry about. Not any longer. The extended
dry spell is changing that, especially with
crops in some areas getting infested with the
bacterial leaf blight disease, which com-
pounds with high temperature. Elusive rains
might thus make it worse.

In Rajasthan, the recent scattered rainfall
has helped, but would be rather limited. State
agriculture director Manoj Sharma said it
could revive such crops as bajra, jowar, soy-
abean and maize to a certain extent, but not
pulses. But it might be too late for farmers in
the'Jodhpur and Bikaner divisions, who had
largely sown pulses and jowar, which have al-
ready withered away. At 126 lakh hectares,
sowing was already lower than last year’s 135
lakh hectares. Erratic rains might reduce pro-
ductivity, as well.

Chattisgarh isn’t as bad, but revenue min-
ister Brijmohan Agarwal cautions it could be.
Twenty-one tehsils are on the brink of
drought and another 32 tehsils could share
this fate if it does not rain over the next week.
Jaspur, Sarguja and Bastar have received 30
per cent deficient rainfall, prompting the state
to seek assistance of Rs 500 crore.

Adjoining Orissa is also staring at a
drought-like situation looming large. Nearly
21 of the state’s 30 districts have received less-
than-normal rainfall and officials suggest
that rainfall during the past 48 hours would
not be able to rescue the moisture-stressed
paddy crop in many areas.

Officials at the Indian Council for Agricul-
ture Research suggest Bihar, a poorly irrigat-
ed state, might have to suffer the most. The
state has received a 30 per cent deficit rainfall,
with Nawada, Gaya, Nalanda, Aurangabad
and others in the old Magadh range being
counted as the worst-affected. Officials esti-
mate a foodgrain production of nearly 30 lakh
tons, half of what they had projected before
the monsoon started playing truant.

SHORT TAKES

Another ONGC

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 9

Poll panel raps Bihar Governor

ernment on September 3 -
much after the code of con-
duct came into effect.

REUTERS

Kareena Kapoor at a photo call in
Mumbai on Friday

rig catches fire

THERE WAS another flare-
up at an exploratory well of
the ONGC in Andhra
Pradesh early on Friday.
Though the fire had been
under control on Thursday
night, it flared up again in
the early hours of Friday.
However, the ONGC offi-
cials said the flames were
not as huge as they were on
Thursday and expressed
hope that the blaze would be
controlled in the next few
days. Fire had broken out in
the exploratory well in
Thandavapalli village near
Amalapuram in East Go-
davari district around 11.30
am on Thursday due to a
sudden increase in gas pres-
sure.

IANS, Hyderabad

IN A severe indictment of the
appointments made to vari-
ous constitutional bodies by
Bihar Governor Buta Singh,
the Election Commission on
Friday said these were done
in gross violation of the mod-
el code of conduct.

A two-member team sent to
Patna by the EC to probe the
appointments following com-
plaints from the BJP said in
its report that the appoint-
ments to various positions in
the Bihar State Minorities
Commission, State Commis-
sion for Backward Classes
and 15-Point Programme Im-
plementation Committee
were notified by the state gov-

F

The team said appoint-
ments to all the three bodies
were cleared on September 2,
when the code of conduct had
already come into effect.

While acting on the report,
the Election Commission or-
dered that status quo be
maintained with regard to
non-statutory bodies, such as
the 15-point Programme Im-
plementation Committee and
Bihar State Nagrik Parishad.

The commission, in a letter
to the Bihar chief secretary,
said it was the duty of the Bi-
har officers to have apprised
the Governor of the model
code of conduct having come
into force before issuing the

Cong tones down stand on Paswan

THE CONGRESS on Friday played down its tough stand
against the LJP’s Ram Vilas Paswan. After signalling that
he should quit the UPA if he failed to come on board with
the RJD-led combine in Bihar, AICC general secretary and
state in-charge Digvijay Singh said it was neither his nor
the Congress’s view that Paswan should leave the coali-
tion. “But we have to consult all parties on the issue”, he
said amid speculation that Lalu Prasad was pressuring
the Congress to arm-twist Paswan into leaving the UPA.

notifications in pursuance of
his orders on the relevant
files.

While observing that the
Governor had cleared the
long-pending files on the eve
of the announcement of the

poll schedule, Election Col
mission sources said, “TI
officers have thus failed

the proper discharge of the
duties and functions to ¢
serve the model code in lett

and in spirit”/
i/



Touch and go for crops in thirsty states

Grain basket

in rain shad

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 9: Striking
deficits in rainfall this year
across India’s northern
grain basket states have
raised concerns about the
yields of pulses, maize and
oilseeds, agriculture mete-
orologists said today.

The monsoon so far has
been nearly 8 per cent below
normal for the country as a
whole, but the rainfall defi-
cits in Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh have ranged
between 20 and 30 per cent,
meteorologists have said.

“For some crops, it’s going
to be touch and go,” said Laks-
hman Singh Rathore, a senior
scientist at National Centre
for Medium Range Weather
Forecasting, an institute that
issues advisories for farmers.

A prolonged spell of dry
weather in northwest India in
August is expected to take a
toll on crop productivity, but
the severity of impact would
depend on rainfall behaviour
in the next few days, he said.

Some parts of Gujarat, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Punjab and
Rajasthan have received rain-
fall over the past 24 hours and
atmospheric conditions por-
tend more rain in the north-
west in the next two days.

The Indian Meteorological

 DRYRUN

West Rajasthan -39%
Jharkhand -37%
West Uttar Pradesh  -28%
Nagaland, Manipur, -28%
Mizoram, Tripura

East Rajasthan -23%
West Madhya Pradesh -23%

Delhi, Haryana -23%
Punjab -22%
Assam, Meghalaya -20%
Gangetic Bengal -17%

Figures represent rainfall below
normal. A state is a deficit state
when rain is 20% or more
below normal

Department has also predict-
ed widespread rain over And-
hra, central India and the wes-
tern coastal states. But rain-
fall is likely to be subdued over
Uttar Pradesh.

Paddy is the principal sum-
mer crop in Punjab, but most
of itisirrigated. Scientists say
they are worried about pro-
ductivity of pulses, maize,
oilseeds and pearl millet.

“Where soil retains water,
we’ll see low impact, where it
does not retain water, we’ll see
amore severe impact,” a scien-
tist at the Punjab Agricultural
University said. “Pulses are
more susceptible to water
stress,” Rathore said.

“The prolonged hot and
dry weather in August had pu-
shed the groundnut crop in

G

Gujarat to the verge of col-
lapse, but with good rains over
the past two days, it’ll proba-
bly be saved,” Rathore said.

The dry weather in August
was marked by strong winds,
high temperatures and low hu-
midity across northwest
India. “Strong winds cause
mechanical and physiological
stress on crops,” he said.

The IMD analysis of the ra-
infall from the start of the
monsoon season on June 1
through September 7 shows
that nine of India’s 36 weather
subdivisions have received
deficit — 20 per cent or more
below normal — rainfall.

The worst rainfall perfor-
mance has been in western Ra-
jasthan with 39 per cent below
normal, but Punjab, Haryana,
western Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand all have deficits be-
tween 20 and 37 per cent.

The long range forecast is-
sued by the IMD this May had
predicted normal rainfall. The
monsoon season, in weather
science, does not get over until
the end of September. So, the
IMD may have yet another
chance to issue fresh figures.

Among the four broad reg-
ions, only the southern penin-
sula received 10 per cent above
normal rainfall. The northwe-
st had minus 20 per cent, nor-
theast minus 19 per cent and
central India minus 1 per cent.




TYPHOON TERROR

NABI APPROACHES SOUTHERN E JAPAN;

TALIM CLALMS 100 LIVES INC

AP & PTI Lo

TOKYO/BEUING, Sept.
5. — A powerful typhoon
approached southern
-Japan today — lashing the
region with heavy rains
and strong winds, injuring
at least 6 people and forc-
ing thousands of people to
evacuate, while hundreds
of flights were cancelled —
even as at least 100 people
were killed and more than
eight million displaced by
Typhoon Talim in four east
Chinese provinces. Typ-
hoon Nabi was set to hit
China’s Zhejiang province
also, late night reports
indicated.

Typhoon Nabi was pack-
ing winds of up to 162
kmph-as it slowly barreled
toward Japan’s southern-
most main island of
Kyushu, Japan's Met
agency said. As of tonight,
the typhoon was located
about 150 km south of
Yakushima island. It was
expected to hit Kyushu
island at midnight tonight
and head northeast.

Nabi, which means but-
terfly in Korean, was

JHINA

Bicycles pushed over by Typhoon Nabi that was heading towards
Japan, at a ferry port in Kagoshima on Monday. — AFP

expected to reach western
Japan and Hokkaido by
Wednesday, the Met
agency said.

[n Miyazaki pretecture
on Kyushu. two women
(87) and (31 sutiered
head injuries as they were
sprayed with shurds ot bro-
ken windows hit by the
wind, while a 3l-year-old
man fell from a verandah
and suffered bruises. the
national police agency said.

More than 3.600 fami-

lies were evacuated due to
fear of tlood and landslide
in the arca, public broad-
caster NHK reported.

In China, in addition to
the deaths the direet eco-
nomic sosses from torren-
ual ramns, tooding and
fandshides were estimated
at $960 million, mainly in .
the eastern Fujian, th- !
iang, Anhut and Jiangxi |
province. In tiie worst-hit \
Anhui province. the dCdth
toll has risen to 39,

(A}
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India getting dangerously hot

North will bear the brunt

CHETAN Chauhan
New Dethi, September 8

THE EXTREMITY of dro-
ughts in states such as Ra-
jasthan and floods in Bihar
and parts of Uttar Pradesh
at the same time are expect-
ed to become more rampant
in the next 30-40 years.

More because of India’s
growing contribution to cli-
mate change resulting from
the increase in greenhouse
gas emissions expected to
rise to 3,000 m tons by 2050
from the present figure of
1,000 m tons.

The study, Climate Chan-
ge in India, released by en-
vironment minister A. Raja
and UK trade minister Ian
Pearson on Thursday indi-
cates these extremes.

Temperatures are expec-
ted to rise all over the coun-
try by 3-4 degrees in the
next 30-40 years, on the
higher scale in North and
central India than in the
South. It is projected that
the average annual temper-
ature in the western Indian
states will rise by 4-5 de-
grees by 2050, while the in-
crease will be just 2-3 de-
grees in the southern
states. Jammu and Kash-
mir, where the average tem-
perature is -6.7, will also get
warmer by about 5 degrees.

The farming areas in
northern India are to be
less impacted than the east-
ern parts of India, where
increase in temperatures

and lower radiation can re-

duce crop yield dramatical-
ly, especially rice.

“Higher radiation in
northern India will reduce
the impact of climate
change”, said Subodh K
Sharma, adviser in the
ministry of environment.

Increase in temperatures
will also mean higher rain-
fall of 10-12 per cent in most
parts of the country.

But concentration of
rain is expected to shift to
the central peninsula and
the West coast with less
rainfall projected for North
and North-East India. How-
ever, the monsoon is ex-
pected to remain stable.

The new rainfall pattern
is a mixed bag for farmers.
While those in the Ganga,
Godavari and Krishna
basins are expected to get
more rain, it will be less
rain for others.

The change in the rain-
fall pattern is likely to cre-
ate new zones of malaria
epidemic in the country.
The National Physical Lab-
oratory, which conducted
the study, says the inci-
dence of malaria may
lessen in states such as Ra-
jasthan and increase in
states such as UP and Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The climate change is
also showing its impact on
the seas — especially Bay of
Bengal, where the sea level
is rising steadily and will
rise to dangerous propor-
tions in future.

The Indian Institute of
Oceanography, which con-
ducted the study, says there
has been an increase in cy-
clones in the Bay of Bengal,
particularly in the post-
monsoon period, along
with increased maximum
wind speed.

“There is a correlation
between increased green-
house emissions and sea
surges because of the sud-
den heat emitted by carbon
dioxide after rain”, the re-
port says.

Taking a positive view of
the reports, Dr G.B. Pant, of
the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, said
the eight different studies
would help the government
formulate policies to meet
the challenges of climate
change.

LN At

Temperature: Will rise‘all over country by 3 to 4 degrees.
North and central India will bear the brunt, won't be as bad
down south. West wil! be warmer by 4-5 degrees

Rain pattern: Increase in temperature means rains wiil go up
v by 10-12 per cent
’%1%77 Fioods for those in Ganga, Godavari and Krishna basin and

drought for north and northeast

and J&K

High tide: Sea levels, especially in the Bay of Bengal, are
rising steadily and will reach dangerous proportions
More cyclones in Bay of Bengal, especially after monsoons

Temperatures are likely to rise in the next few decades, leading to a

Epidemics: Change in rainfall pattern means new zones for
diseases like malaria
Fewer malaria cases in Rajasthan, but it may shoot up in UP

reduction in wheat and rice yields in India"
- Study on Climate Change in india

Source: Study by Enwronmem Ministry and UK s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affa|rs

Graphic: Bivash Baruz

Centre
to barl out

drought-hat

Rajasthan

offers

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 8

THE CENTRE has offered
to bail out Rajasthan from
the drought-like situation
arising out of insufficient
rain.

Expressing concern
over the dry spell, cou-
pled with the power cri-
sis, Union minister for
mines Sis Ram Ola said
both the Centre and the

state governments shou-
1d join hands to overcome
it. “There was no rain last
month. People were forced
to sell their animals since
they could not afford cat-
tlefeed available at an ex-
orbitant price of Rs 6 per
kg. We're ready to help the
state government over-
come it”, Ola said.

He said prompt action -

by Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had led to

the restoration of power
supply of 75 MW to the
Khetri Copper Project. In
less than 24 hours, power
was restored to Khetri fol-
lowing the intervention of
the PMO and power min-
ister PM. Syeed, Ola said.

He said the state-owned
copper project would post
a Rs 100-crore profit dur-
ing the current fiscal, now
that uninterrupted power
had been ensured.




- E-waste protest at

3

B.R. SRIKANTH

Bangalore, Sept. 5: Green-
peace activists today launched
a campaign against the stock-
pile of e-waste, dumping about
half a tonne of electronie gad-
gets at the corporate head-
quarters of Wipro here.

A dozen activists of the In-
dian unit of Greenpeace said
they acquired Wipro-branded
e-waste from illegal recycling
yards in New Delhi, Chennai
and Bangalore.

They alleged that several
companies were selling old
computers, telecom equip-
ment, television sets and re-
frigerators — all sources of
hazardous chemicals — to
junk dealers who burn them
in illegal yards for extraction

_of metais, including gold and

cadmium.

The toxic gases released
during unscientific recycling
processes can cause several di-
seases, including cancer. “We
consider the only way to deal
with the growing problem of
e-wastes is for the corporates
to design clean electronics
with longer lifespan that are
safe and easy to recycle witho-
ut exposing workers and the
environment to hazardous ch-
emicals,” Greenpeace India’s
Ramapati Kumar said.

Kumar said Wipro Infotech
officials, lead by chief admin-
istrative officer Balagiridhar,
agreed to discuss the issue of
e-waste management with Gr-
eenpeace members early next

month. “Wipro, an iconic Indi-
an brand, prides itself on its
strength in the technology and
enterprise domains. It’s high
time it used these strengths to
make the much-needed shift to
clean production and build a
competitive edge by introduc-
ing products that do not cause
harm to the environment or to
people,” Kumar said.

Greenpeace has appealed
to firms that roll out electronic
goods to eliminate hazardous
chemicals from their products
and substitute them with safe
alternatives, “Companies sho-
uld take extended producer re-
sponsibility for all their prod-
ucts, from the production cy-
cle to the end of the products’
life cycle,” Kumar said.

A spokesman for Wipro,
however, denied that the com-
pany’s products, including pe-
rsonal computers and periph-
erals, were sent to recycling

Greenpeace activists at the protest in Bangalore. (PTI)

Lfr:Wipro doorstep

yards for disposal. “We sell
our electronic products to ins-
titutional and retail buyers th-
rough our distribution netwo-
rk. Once they buy, we have no
control over what they do with
the end-products,” the spoke-
sman said.

“The disposal of old or out-
dated products is a larger iss-
ue. Unless the whole ecosys-
tem is changed, the problem of
e-waste remains. The whole
industry has to address the
issue. There is a need for res-
earch and manufacture of ele-
ctronic products with plastic
materials that are bio-degrad-
able and avoid using toxic ma-
terials,” he added.

Sources in the Manufactu-
rers’ Association for Informa-
tion Technology said this tech
hub could, by the end of the
year, choke under a heap of e-
waste generated by the IT in-
dustry.




Is Bt cotton unsuitable? ;

Bt cotton is the most potent and best available
option for bollworm management in the cpur};c\gg,,(

|
K.R. Kranthi ‘

SRR
UMAN SAHAI wrote in The Hindu
of August 29, 2005, that our research

article (Kranthi et al, Current Science,
July 25, 2005) gives scientific reasons
for the failure of Monsanto Bt cotton
varieties in India. She points out that our
paper shows that the technology is faulty
and does not protect against the boll-
worm; hence the Genetic Engineering
Approval Committee (GEAC) must be
made accountable for the losses for poor
farmers. Dr. Sahai argues further that
because this information was available
by the end of 2003, the Director-Gener-
al, Indian Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR), who is an ex-officio
member of the GEAC, should have
raised his voice to stop any further re-
leases of Bt cotton. Does our research
paper support her argument? It does
not.

Our report does not provide evidence
to say that the technology is ineffective
or flawed, as Dr. Sahai wants the world to
believe. It shows that the technology
works for most part of the season, but
also has a few inherent inadequacies.
That does not take away the merit of the
technology. It only asks for improve-
ments to be made. We never mentioned
in the Current Science paper or else-
where that the technology was ineffec-
tive or unsustainable as it is made out to
be. Despite the shortcomings mentioned
in our paper, Bt cotton is still the most
potent and best available option for boll-
worm management in India. Even the
best of the currently available pesticides
do not kill more than 70-80 per cent
bollworm larvae under field conditions,
which Bt cotton does. Hence, the Bt
technology is considered to be more ef-
fective than the best of currently recom-
mended pesticides against H. armigera.

Unmatched bio-safety

With an unmatched bio-safety profile,
incomparable to that of conventional
pesticides, Bt cotton is most sought after
by farmers not just because of its efficacy
in effective bollworm control, but also
because it makes cotton cultivation eas-
ier and healthier with fewer pesticides to
spray. If anything, the GEAC had been

ver-cautious in releasing Bt cotton in
ndia. The approvals were also based on
our own results of three-year scientific
field trial evaluation data, which consis-
tently showed yield and ecological bene-
fits from Bt cotton despite the minor
inadequacies in toxin expression. I have
had a chance to attend a few GEAC
meetings as an invited expert. If our data
were detrimental to the Indian farmer’s
interest, wouldn’t I have pointed out this
to the members when I attended these
meetings? So would have the Director-
General of ICAR, who is known to be
forthright with his views on all issues
concerning good science and technol-
ogies for farmer welfare. Bt cotton has
now been endorsed by thousands of
farmers ever since its introduction in
2002, as can be seen from immense pop-
ularity and enormous technology adop-
tion rate. It is unfortunate that the
NGOs are trying to wage a meaningless
war against the GM technology by mis-
interpreting some selective portions of
our scientific paper.

- Indeed, our paper describes the sea-
sonal decline of CrylAc toxin levels and
Its variability in various plant parts of a
few Bt cotton hybrids. We also said that,
“the toxin expression in the boll-rind,
square bud and ovary of flowers was
clearly inadequate to confer full protec-
tion to the fruiting parts.” Interestingly
two papers were published from China
and Australia around the same time in
2005, in an American journal, Journal of
Economic Entomology, describing al-
most similar data to point out a seasonal
decline of the CrylAc toxin in their Bt
cotton varieties and low toxin levels in
ovules and bolls. Does this make Bt cot-
ton ineffective against bollworm? The
answer is ‘no’.

We said in our paper very clearly that
“despite the variability in toxin expres-

sion, the pest contro?%’f),;rties are un-
likely to be affected significantly at least
until the crop becomes 100-115 days old.
Though some larvae survived on various
plant parts in invitro bicassays, the sur-
viving larvae on all the parts were stunt-
ed with a weight reduction of 48.8 to 98
per cent, compared to the larvae on non-
Bt cotton plants.” The cotton bollworm
(Helicoverpa armigera) generally infests
cotton 60-120 days after sowing. While
Bt cotton is highly effective 60-115 days
after sowing, there are chances of boll-
worm causing damage during the re-
maining one to two weeks. We therefore
recommended pest scouting and need-
based supplemental sprays for this peri-
od. We did not mention in our paper a
commonly known fact that majority (70-
80 per cent) of bollworm eggs are laid on
leaves of the upper canopy and neonate
larvae scrape and feed on the surface of
the leaf soon after hatching and get
killed. Eggs laid directly on flowers or a
few other fruiting parts may survive, de-
pending on the levels of toxin expres-
sion. Thus in an overall analysis, Bt
cotton controls at least about 70-80 per
cent of bollworm infestation. This is ve-
ry significant in economic and environ-
mental terms.

We never said that CrylAc expression
was more in varieties compared to hy-
brids. We speculated that the relatively
higher efficacy of Bt cotton varieties on
H. armigera in China and Australia may
have been because of the use of straight
varieties in these countries compared to
the use of hybrids in India. However, the
recent data published on the Bt cotton
varieties of China and Australia — show-
ing expression levels in their varieties
similar, if not less than, to those of the
hybrids in India ~ do not support this
speculation either. However, I would
like to re-emphasise that Bt straight va-
rieties would have the advantage of
CrylAc expression in all of the seeds in
green bolls as against the segregating 75
per cent Bt seeds in the bolls of F1 hybrid
plants as mentioned in our paper. Hence
Indian researchers including our own
group at the Central Institute for Cotton
Research (CICR), Nagpur, must intensi-
fy the efforts to develop Bt straight va-
rieties for the use of Indian farmers.

Why did we publish this data? We
wanted farmers to appreciate what ex-
actly was to be expected from the tech-
nology. Importantly, our main intentjon
was to assess the strengths and weak-
nesses of the technology so that it can be
improved further. We pointed out some
inherent inadequacies that need to be
addressed by all concerned so that the
technology can become more potent. We
suggested that, “1. Biotechnology efforts
in India should focus on developing
transgenic cotton varieties with tissue
specific promoters to enhance the ex-
pression of the toxin genes in fruiting
parts, and 2. The choice of parental back-
ground is crucial for sustainable expres-
sion of the CrylAc transgene and
therefore seed companies should eval-
uate their hybrids critically for highest
levels of expression in fruiting parts and
also for relatively effective level of toxin
expression late in the season.” We con-
cluded our paper by making our objec-
tive clear that, “Since the Bt-transgenic
technology has thus far proven itself to
be one of the most environment-friendly
methods of bollworm management, it is
in the interest of the technology itself
that researchers, technology providers
and administrators ensure that it must
be provided to the farmers in a form
which gives the best possible returns for
the investment.”

I earnestly hope that the meaningless
hullabaloo raised over Bt cotton by the
NGOs comes to an end soon and that a
briiliant technology such as Bt cotton,
which is state-of-the-art in eco-friendly
cotfon pest management, will be im-
proved further and stabilised in good
varieties and hybrids so as to ensure a
pesticide-free profitable and sustainable
cotton pest management in India.

(The writer is Senior Scientist, CICR,
Nagnime) )
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More troops for New Orleans: Bush

Five days after Katrina,

victims get food, water .

ASSOCIATED Press 2
New Orleans, September3 (X, ~~

A-DAY after the National Guard
finally arrived in force and be-
g4an mass evacuations, thou-
sands of people remained be-
hind on Saturday as fires
belched ribbons of smoke over
the city and sporadic gunfire
echoed through the night.

* President Bush anounced he
would send additional active
duty forces to the Gulf Coast re-
gion. The decision came a day af-
ter he toured the region.

_ Thousands from the Super-
dome arrived in Texas on air-
conditioned buses, but the opera-
tion stopped early on Saturday —
with 2,000 in the stadium still to
be evacuated five days after Hur-
ricane Katrina made landfall. At
the New Orleans Convention
Center, where as many as 20,000
people have gathered since the
storm, Jennifer Washington was
among the frustrated evacuees
who spent another morning
waiting for buses to come.

“At first they said 6:30 this
morning, then they said 9, but
there are no buses. They prom-
ised us buses,” said Washington,
25, who has four children but lost
them in the storm.

Smoke billowed out of rows of
warehouses on the east bank of
the Mississippi River as corru-
gated roofs buckled and tiny ex-
plosions erupted. Gunfire — al-
most two dozen shots — broke
out in the French Quarter about
2:15am

Every individual in the region
— refugees and relief workers
alike — have compelling tales to
share. Emotions range from frus-
tration and despair to hope and a
deep desire to return to life as it
was, just days ago — a likelihood
that may never occur after the
havoc wreaked by Katrina.

National Guard Lt. Col. Jerry
Crooks said troops had served
more than 70,000 meals outside
the convention centre since Fri-
day and had 130,000 more on
haud. About a dozen people who
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headed down the street to look for
food and water were turned back
by a soldier who pulled a gun.
“We had to get something to eat.
What are they doing pulling a
gun?” said Richard Johnson, 28.

The soldiers’ arrival-in-force
came amid angry complaints
from local officials that the fed-
eral government had bungled
the relief effort and let people
die in the streets for lack of food,
water or medicine as the city
was overtaken by looting, rape
and arson. Two of the New Or-
leans’ most troubled hospitals
were evacuated after desperate
doctors spent days making tough
choices about which patients got
dwindling supplies of food, water
and medicines.

At noon on Friday, a National
Guard convoy packed with food,
water and medicine finally
rolled through axle-deep flood-
waters into what remained of
New Orleans. A crowd of nearly
20,000 stood outside the New Or-
leans Convention Center the con-
voy arrived. Watching the cara-
van, Leschia Radford sang the
praises of a higher power, while
Nellie Washington demanded to
know what the holdup had been.

In what looked like a scene
from a Third World country,
some outside the convention cen-
tre threw their arms heaven-
ward and others hollered profan-
ities as the trucks and hundreds
of soldiers arrived in the pun-
ishing midday heat.

“They should have been here
days ago,” said 46-year-old
Michael Levy, whose words were
echoed by those around him
yelling, “Hell, yeah!”

Flatbed trucks carried huge
crates, pallets and bags of relief
supplies, including Meals Ready
to Egt. Soldiers sat in the backs
of open-top trucks, their rifles
pointing skyward.

President Bush consoles Deborah Foster, a Hurricane Katrina survivor, in Biloxi.

REUTERS

The race tangle

to storm relief

New Orleans, September 3

WHILE HURRICANE Katrina had no deliberate
target as it ravaged the Gulf Coast, in the after-
math it’s clear that the victims are mostly black
and mostly poor. So many photographs from the
devastation of New Orleans show the same

faces: Desperate. Grief-stricken. Black.

“Love has no colour,” Cassandra Robinson
said huddling with her family in a parking en-
trance along New Orleans’ Convention Center
Boulevard. “But I've seen where this is all black
and everybody else who is Caucasian, they're
up high in the hotels.” In fact, those in hotels
complained bitterly they also were neglected.
But Robinson’s comment echoes those of others
who question the part race may have played in

New Orleans’ crippling crisis.

Would the response
have been more ur-
gent if the victims
were white? Is eco-
nomic class a factor
even more than race?
In Orleans Parish, 66.6
per cent of the resi-
dents are black.

New Orleans resi-
dents were divided
not so much by race
as by economic class.
When 80 per cent of
the city’s population,
according to the may-
or, evacuated before
Hurricane Katrina,
that left behind those
with no cars, no re-
sources, no way out.
Most of those fami-

lies are black. There has been an outpouring of
donations from throughout the US in response to
the images seen in news coverage — but might it
have been greater if those images did not show

black faces?

“I think the nation would be responding differ-
ently if white elderly and white babies were dy-
ing on the street and being covered with newspa-
pers and shrouds and being left there,” said David
Billings of The People’s Institute, a 25-year-old
New Orleans-based organisation focused on end-
ing racism. Ben Burkett, a black farmer whose
fields were wiped out, said he expects relief to be
inherently biased. “The eye of the storm made
everybody equal. But when the relief comes —
and we haven’t seen anything yet — the small
farmer is going to be at the end, and the small

RAPPER CALLS
BUSH RACIST

Grammy-winning
rapper Kanye West
accused President
Bush of racism on a
telethon benefit for
Katrina victims. West,
who is black, said the
delays in providing
relief to Katrina
survivors were
deliberate. He said the
US was set up “to help
the poor, the black
people, the less well-
off as slow as

possible”. Reuters

black farmer is going to be at the end of that.”

~
~
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 US struggles to cope with rescue mission and robber raids, Bush takes a close look from Air Force One

After storm,
looters strike

New Orleans, Aug. 31
(Reuters): Overwhelmed au-
thorities struggled to evacuate
survivors trapped in therising
floodwaters of New Orleans
and to control looters who ran
wild today amid the destruc-
tion left by Hurricane Katrina.

Engineers tried to plug a
leaking levee that was allow-
ing lake water to pour into the
city two days after the storm
struck the US Gulf Coast.

People left stranded were
running out of food and water
and growing desperate as au-
thorities tried to determine
how to get them out and where
to take them.

Two men on a floating
door in New Orleans.
(Reuters)

“We’ve sent buses in. We
will be either loading them by
boat, helicopter, anything that
is necessary,” Louisiana gov-
ernor Kathleen Blanco told
ABC’s Good Morning Ameri-
ca. Texas governor Rick Perry
said about 23,000 refugees stu-
ck at the New Orleans Super-
dome arena will be given shel-
ter in the Houston Astrodome.

President George W.
Bush'’s plane swooped low over
three states today, givinghima
sombre view of the destruc-
tion, as he cut short a vacation
in Texas to return to Washing-
ton to oversee the US govern-
ment’s response.

Air Force One descended
to less than 900 metres over
Louisiana, Mississippi and Al-
abama to allow Bush to see
some of the worst damage.

Katrina’s death toll was
more than 100 and expected to
rise much higher, but efforts to
count the dead took a back seat
to assisting survivors. Rescue
teams busy saving people left
bodies floating in the high wa-
ters.

Looting erupted around
the city as people broke into
stores to grab supplies, televi-
sion sets, jewellery, clothes
and computers.

“It’s a lot of chaos right
now,” Louisiana state police
Director H.L. Whitehorn said.

Amid the looting, gun-tot-
ing citizens took to the streets
in some areas to try to restore
order in New Orleans. Where
it was still dry, some store own-
ers sat in front of their busi-
nesses, guns in hand. One had
put up a sign reading: “You
loot, I shoot.”

Police said there were
dozens  of carjackings
overnight, by desperate sur-
vivors trying to get out of town
or obtain supplies.

Somebody fired at a rescue
helicopter Tuesday night, forc-
ing its crew to abandon efforts
to evacuate patients from a
hospital, a state official said.

Authorities were so intent
on rescuing flood victims that
at first they let the looting go
unstopped.

At least 110 people died in
Mississippi. “We’re just esti-
mating, but the number could
go double or triple from what
we're talking about now,” a
civil defence director said.

New Orleans at first appea-
red to have received a glancing
blow from Katrina, but the
raging waters of Lake Pont-
chartrain tore holes in the lev-
ees that protect the low-lying
city, then slowly filled it up.

The historic French Quar-
ter, the main draw for New Or-
leans’ huge tourist industry,
should escape with only minor
flooding.

A section of the bridge connecting Ocean Springs with Biloxi, Mississippi, destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. (Reuters)
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(\Battles abroad tell on war agalnst Katrina

ANN SCOTTTYSON

Washington, Aug. 31: With thousands of
their citizen-soldiers away fighting in Iraq,
states hit hard by Hurricane Katrina scram-
bled to muster forces for rescue and security
missions — calling up army bands and water-
purification teams, among other units, and re-
questing help from distant states and the active-
duty military.

As the devastation threatened to over-
whelm state resources, federal authorities
called on the Pentagon to mobilise active-duty
aircraft, ships and troops and set up an un-
precedented task force to coordinate a wider
military response, said officials from the
Northern Command, which oversees home-
land defence.

National Guard officials in the states
acknowledged that the scale of the destruction
is stretching the limits of available manpower
while placing another extraordinary
demand on their troops — most of whom
have already served tours in Iraq or
Afghanistan or in homeland defence missions
since 2001.

More than 6,000 Guard members were mo-
bilised in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama
and Florida when the storm struck on Monday,
with the number rising to 8,000 yesterday
and hundreds more expected to be called to ac-
tive duty, National Guard officials said yester-
day.

“Missing the personnel is the big thing in
this particular event. We need our people,” said
Lt Andy Thaggard, a spokesman for the Missis-
sippi National Guard, which has a brigade of
more than 4,000 troops in central Iraq.

Looters make off with merchandise from several stores in New Orleans. (AP)

Louisiana also has about 3,000 Guard
troops in Baghdad.

Mississippi has about 40 per cent of its
guard force deployed or preparing to deploy
and has called up all remaining Guard units for
hurricane relief, Thaggard said.

Those include the army band based in Jack-
son, Mississippi. “They are mustering trans-
portation to move them south,” he said. Sol-
diers who have lost their homes are exempt, he
said.

Mississippi has requested troops and air-
craft from about eight other states — including
military police and engineers from Alabama,
helicopters and crews from Arkansas and
Georgia, and aircraft-maintenance experts
from Connecticut, who are filling in for a Mis-
sissippi maintenance unit that is heading to
West Asia.

“This is the biggest disaster we’ve ever had,
so we're going to need more aircraft than
we’ve got,” said Colonel Bradly MacNealy, the

Mississippi Army National Guard’s aviation
officer.

Mississippi has had to borrow from
Arkansas UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters fitted
with hoists, using them together with the Coast
Guard to pluck to safety several dozen people
stranded by floodwaters, he said.

Chinook helicopters from Georgia, Alaba-
ma and Mississippi are flying the equivalent
of 18 large truckloads of critical supplies — in-
cluding ice, water, food and chain saws for
road-clearing crews —to Mississippi’s coast, he
said.

In Alabama, all the major Guard units acti-
vated for the disaster have already served in
Iraq, and some still have contingents there,
said Alabama Guard spokesman Norman
Arnold.

Capt. Richard Locke of the Guard’s 1st Bat-
talion 167th Infantry headed toward Mobile
Tuesday with a force of 400 soldiers cobbled to-
gether from four units because the rest of the
battalion is in Iraq.

Carrying M-16 rifles and 9mm pistols, the
soldiers are assigned to control traffic at un-
lighted intersections, and patrol in Humvees
and on foot to prevent looting.

Recruiting and retention problems are
worsening the strain on Guard forces in hurri-
cane-ravaged states.

Alabama’s Army National Guard has a
strength of 11,000 troops -— or 78 per cent of the
authorised number.

“We’'re just losing too many out the back
door,” Arnold said.

LOS ANGELES TIMES-
WASHINGTON POST
NEWS SERVICE



'BATTERED NEW ORLEANS
ESCAPES KNOCKOUT PUNCH

Fears Of Eco-Disaster Subside, Eye Of Storm Passes East Of City

New Orleans: The oak tree
crashed through the ceiling of
Terry Milton’s bedroom before
dawn. When he opened the front
door of his old brick house, a
waist-high wall of water nearly
knocked him down. He yelled to
his fiancee, best friend and six
relatives to get out of the house,
then rousted his sister and three
others next door.

With tree limbs whipping
them and floodwaters surging
over eastern New Orleans, the
women and children clambered
into a boat a neighbour had left
behind. Milton and the men
clung to the side. As they round-
ed a corner, crying for help,
three people on a second-floor
balcony being lapped by water
pulled them to relative safety.

The hurricane was just start-
ing and through most of Mon-
day the floodwaters rose and
fell. “I thought I was going to
lose my life,” Milton said.

By late afternoon, police and
rescuers began venturing out to
look for stranded victims of
Hurricane Katrina. The worst
damage in the city was thought
to be in Milton’s neighbourhood,
a mostly poor area known as the
Lower Ninth Ward. Downtown
New Orleans and the French
Quarter appeared to have been
spared as the eye of the power-
ful storm passed just east of the
city. Dire predictions of 20-foot-
deep toxic rivers running in the
streets and huge buildings com-
ing apart did not materialise.

Instead, most of the city was
left fairly in disarray, with trees
and branches and power lines

: Residents swim, wade and row through a floodu! street i New Orlean:,

man (top nqht) sits in a police boat in the Seventh Ward. and a tattered stars, and-«

down, canvas awnings and store
signs lost, and some streets un-
der a foot or two of water A
huge chunk of the white rub-
bery fabric that covers the Su-
perdome was torn away and

front of the ravaged Hyatt hotel

thousands of people who had
taken shelter there were soaked,
but none hurt, authorities said.

Hundreds of windows were
blown out in some of the big ho-
tels, office buildings and condo-

truu, flies in

miniums, and cars parked on
the streets damaged. The
French Quarter was a mess of
torn tree limbs and shrubs, and
a smattering of broken roofs
and masonry. vt News Service



Interlinking rivers: is it the solution?

EETRI

THE HINDU * MUIND s, sae -

V. Rajamani

NE OF the major outcomes of ‘devel-

opment’ is water-scarcity. This in

spite of the fact that the Indian sub-

continent receives much higher an-
nual rainfall compared with other major
continental areas. No doubt, this rainfall is very
unevenly distributed geographically and in
terms of time, just as any other gift of nature.
One of the proclaimed aims of the proposed
project on interlinking of Indian rivers is to
remove this natural imbalance, which has also
been cause of undesirable flooding in some re-
gions and drought in others. Other objectives are
to increase foodgrain production for the growing
population, hydro-power production, and inland
navigation. Projects of this nature for the ‘com-
mon good’ of all people are of utmost importance
and need a thorough scientific study using some
of the basic ideas of earth system sciences.

A river flows on land in response to tectonic
features and climate of the region. The ecology
of the land and coastal areas also exists in re-

ponse to these basic earth processes.

Rivers in India, especially those flowing in the

. peninsula, are geologically several tens of mil-

" 'ion years old. They are mostly rain-fed, with

some contribution from glacial melting to the
Himalayan rivers. Therefore, these rivers have
survived through major climatic changes, mon-
soon variations, sea level changes, and tectonic
activities. Most of them have built extensive
flood plains and deltas. These alluvial plains and
deltas are historically the main farmlands in
India. These rivers store the excess water in the
floodplains and deltas during monsoons and re-
lease it during dry periods to maintain the mini-
mum flow and to sustain agriculture. The
geological, physiographic, and climatic set-up in
India allows agriculture in low lying and ground-
water-bearing floodplains and deltas, and forest-
ry in upland, river catchment areas. This was the
practice in India till large dams began to be built
in upland areas.

Interlinking of rivers requires construction of
a large number of huge dams. In addition to

CARTOONSCAPE

The long-term ecological consequences of *¥ '
interlinking rivers should be evaluated before

any such project is taken up in India.

several ecological and social consequences, this
causes a near total removal of suspended sedi-
ment load from the stream flow, which would
otherwise get deposited on land through flood-
ing. Part of the dissolved solute load (bio-avail-
able nutrients) also gets removed along with
settling silt — clay-sized (less than 60 micro-
metres) sediments — from water flowing down-
stream of the dams (in river channels and
irrigation canals). Consequently, irrigation wa-
ter becomes nutrient depleted and this necessi-
tates the extensive use of chemical fertilizers for
agriculture. Consequences of water pollution
(both surface and subsurface) due to the use of
inorganic fertilizers and pesticides and of nutri-
ent-depleted food on the health of the ecosystem
including that of humans are somewhat known.
Besides, unlike a natural river channel (bed), a
canal cannot provide for ecological niches for
diversity of aquatic life.

‘Whenever water goes through any living body,
the chemistry of its dissolved solute changes.
The entire ecosystem along a river and at its
mouth has evolved in response to the natural
and dynamic changes in the chemistry of flowing
water as well as small-scale physiographic
changes along the river and its adjacent region.
Changes in the water chemistry due to dam-
ming, required for interlinking, will affect the
ecosystem, perhaps adversely. This needs to be
studied and understood. Further, construction
of dams has other major consequences, especial-
ly for the downstream side of rivers from where
‘excess’ water is to be transferred.

We must realise that river flooding created
fertile plains, by depositing nutrient-rich sedi-
ments, which had acquired the textures and
mineralogy to hold enormous quantities of wa-
ter and nutrients. River flooding is a construc-
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tive geological process and not a disaster\as it is
considered to be by the urbanised civilisation.
Annual flooding removes the agricultural
wastes/toxins, deposits nutrient-rich sedi-
ments, recharges the groundwater in the farm-
land, and sustains various riparian habitats. Low
frequency and high magnitude flooding makes
new cultivable farmland, in addition to all of the
above. River flooding, in lowland areas partic-
ularly, is good for agriculture and ecology. If all
human civilisation and development are due to
sustainability of agriculture then there is no
earth process that is more beneficial to mankind
than natural river flooding. Flooding becomes a
hazard from the human perspective when the
floodplains are taken over for human habitation.

Dams in the upstream part of a river not only
deprive the downstream region of its natural
supply of sediments but also increases the hy-
draulic gradient locally. Both these factors in-
crease the erosive power of water leading to
bank erosion provided water is allowed to flow
downstream. Curtailing floods in the lower reac-
hes amounts to virtual stoppage of natural re-
charging of groundwater in the cultivated
floodplains and deltas. These areas in peninsular
India receive much lower rainfall during the
southwest rainfall for direct recharging of
groundwater. At the same time, the very same
deltaic region has already been subjected to
overexploitation of groundwater to maintain
agricultural productivity.

The cumulative effect of all these on the land-
scape in terms of its vegetative cover and its
potential for desertification needs to be evaluat-
ed. In regions of semi aridity with high inter-
annual variability of rainfall, intense cultivation,
without regard to groundwater recharge poten-
tial, could lead to desertification. Absence of
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periodic river flooding in such regions would
only accelerate this process of desertification.

Along the east coast of India, all major penin-
sular rivers had built extensive deltas on a ge-
ological timescale and, therefore, made
intensive agriculture possible for the past sever-
al millennia. Delta building activities continue
even today. This clearly implies that in all cases,
river action in terms of sediment transport is far
more dominant than the combined action of
waves, tides, and littoral currents. Damming the
rivers for linking will cut down the sediment
supply and this could cause coastal and delta
erosion by waves and the prevailing, south-mov-
ing, littoral longshore currents.

On a geological timescale, if not on a century
or a decadal scale, this will result in a loss of
productive farmland as well as in small-scale sea
transgressions. If the much debated discussion
on global warming and consequent sea level rise
has any relevance to the east coast, the cumu-
lative effect of coastal erosion due to reduction
of sediment supply and the sea level rise could
lead to large scale sea transgressions into the
developed coastal areas.

There is a strong symbiosis between marine
and land life systems on earth. The hydrologic
cycle provides fresh water to the land from the
oceans. Water, fallen on land either as rainfall or
snowfall, weathers rocks on land and picks up
the nutrient elements as dissolved solutes, and
carries them through surface run-off (rivers) as
well as subsurface flows to the sea. Thus the land
life gets water from the oceans and the marine
life gets some essential nutrients from land.

Effect on Bay of Bengal

If only little water is returned to the oceans
because of interlinking of rivers, there are at
least two major consequences. (1) Marine life is
deprived of nutrient supply (although wind can
transport mineral dust from land, which contain
nutrients but not readily in bioavailable form)
and marine productivity could get adversely af-
fected. (2) The Bay of Bengal (BoB) is uniquely
characterised by the presence of a less-dense
and low-saline layer of water. The presence of
this low-salinity layer helps in the maintenance
of high sea-surface temperatures (greater than
28 degrees C), a requirement thought to be re-
sponsible for the intensification of summer
monsoon in the BoB. It is also well known that a
very large part of the Indian subcontinent gets
summer monsoon rainfall because of the devel-
opment and maintenance of a low-pressure sys-
tem in the Bay of Bengal.

It appears as though the BoB gets back more
water from land than it gives by evaporation to
maintain the low-density layer. If so, what will
be the effect on the monsoon system of the
river-linking project? Or, how much minimum
water should be returned to the BoB from land to
maintain the low salinity layer and therefore the
monsoon system? How much land water is likely
to be returned to the BoB annually after the
completion of all linkages? We simply do not
know. If the monsoon system from the BoB
slowly shuts itself off on a decadal or a century
scale in the event of land-water not reaching the
sea, then rivers on the Indian continent may not
exist to sustain their linkages. This is very seri-
ous. We need to generate sound and credible
scientific data on the monsoon system taking
into account all possible air-sea-land-life inter-
actions,

A very thorough scientific study on all aspects
discussed above including consequences of flood
mitigation, lack of sediment, water and nutrient
supply in the downstream and coastal region,
and more importantly in the BoB, is essential for
evaluating the long-term consequences of inter-
linking of rivers in India. At present most of
these aspects are huge unknowns. Elementary
wisdom tells us that when in doubt leave things
as they are. Alternatively, we can take advantage
of the knowledge available in this ever-flattening
world.

(The writer is Professor of Geology at the

School of Environmental Sciences, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi.) /



" Ken-Betwa link, the_
¢ A litmus test 7

n a small first step in the grandiose project of linking
up India’s rivers, the Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh, along with the Union Water
Resources Minister, have signed a memorandum of
understanding to link the Ken and Betwa rivers. Initially,
:(,he Centre will prepare a Detailed Project Report (DPR) on
the link and on what it would mean for the two States. There
,,/ is as yet no agreement on the actual sharing of water or costs,
! nor on the more serious issues of relocation and resettle-
' ment. Significantly, both Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and his predecessor in office, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, have
given their distinctive reactions to the MoU. Dr. Singh cau-
tioned the States to look seriously at all the “social and
environmental aspects” of any project before going ahead
with major schemes for inter-linking of rivers. Mr. Vajpayee
hailed it as “bold and historic initiative, set to change the
water management paradigm in the country.” The contrast-
ing responses denote the two sides to the coin. For Mr.
Vajpayee, it is the first step in the realisation of his Govern-
ment’s initiative in inter-linking of rivers across the country.
Prime Minister Singh, while taking the project forward,
sounded the right note of caution. Under the Rs.4,263 crore
Ken-Betwalink project, a dam and a 231-km link canal are to
be constructed in eight years.
Equally significant is the fact that the two Chief Ministers
— Samajwadi Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadav and the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s Babulal Gaur —belong to parties
that are at odds with each other while a Congress-led coali-
tion rules at the Centre. Viewed from a political perspective,
the Ken-Betwa project offers a low-risk experiment for the
controversial river-linking programme. But what needs at-
tention is the fact that 8,650 hectares, including 6,400 hec-
tares of forest area, will be submerged, and about 8,550
people in 10 villages will be displaced by the project. Uttar
Pradesh has expressed its fears about the possible loss of
water and power and sought compensation from Madhya
Pradesh. When it comes to water and cost sharing, there are
bound to be contentious issues. Clearly the most critical
issue relates to relocation and resettlement of the displaced
families. Unless this sensitive aspect of the project is care-
fully handled and just resettlement plans are drawn up and
implemented in consultation with the affected people, such
a project cannot be allowed to go through (the merits of
other considerations aside). With more than 30 such river-
linking projects across the country on the drawing board,
the Ken-Betwa link provides a reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate that governments and implementing agencies
can deliver on what they promise and the resettlement part
of the project can be executed to the satisfaction of the
displaced. A cost-benefit ratio will then have to justify the
magnitude of investments required for such projects.
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Katrina slams-

Florda:

ASSOCIATED Press
Miami, August 27

RESIDENTS OF the Florida Pan-
handle nervously monitored the
path of Hurricane Katrina early
on Saturday as weary South
Florida homeowners swept the
muddy residue of floodwaters
from their basements and street
crews canoed through miles of
inundated roadways.

Katrina intensified into a Cat-
egory 3 storm with 115 mph wind
on Saturday and appeared to
turn toward the Louisiana-Mis-
sissippi coastline. Forecasters
said it will likely gain strength
over the warm waters of the
Gulf of Mexico.

But forecasters were uncer-
tain of exactly where it might
strike, saying the storm churn-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico could
make landfall anywhere from
the Panhandle to Louisiana by
Monday, possibly as a Category 4
storm with 130 mph winds.

Utility crews scrambled to re-
store power to more than one
million customers on Friday as
Hurricane Katrina, blamed for
seven deaths and miles of flood-
ed streets in South Florida,
threatened the state with an en-
core visit.

“I'm so sick of this,” said Pat
Jackson, an interior decorator in
Homestead. Her apartment
building was flooded with sever-
al inches of water during Katri-
na’s first pass across the state.
“It seems like every other week
or month another one comes,”
she said.

Scenes of Katrina’s impact
were everywhere on Friday —
work crews sawing trees crip-
pled by the winds; people canoe-
ing through inundated streets; a
727 cargo plane pushed along a
runway fence; sailboats resting
askew on a sandy shore.

Florida has been hit by six
hurricanes since last August,

@

7 dead

REUTERS

A surfer walks along the beach as
high surf and thunderstorms rolt in.

and the Panhandle was slammed
by Hurricane Ivan last year, and
then again by Hurricane Dennis
this year, both Category 3
storms. Katrina was a Category
1 with 80 mph winds when it hit
Florida on Thursday:.

On Friday, Gov. Jeb Bush
urged residents in many of the
same Panhandle areas to moni-
tor the storm and make neces-
sary preparations. If Katrina hit
at Category 4 strength, as fore-
casters say it could, it would
mean sustained winds topping
130 mph.

Bush said he had asked for fed-
eral disaster assistance for Mia-
mi-Dade and Broward counties,
where some residents said they
were caught off guard by the
gathering storm. The governor
said he expected a response on
Saturday.
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~Global Warmmg behind

oods in Europe

Development Has Blunted Nature’s Ability To Contain Deluge

Vienna: Fire and floods have en-
gulfed Europe this summer, as a
relentless drought in Spain and
Portugal transformed swaths of
woodland into a massive tinder-
box and torrential rains carved a
trail of destruction through alp-
ine valleys and Balkan villages.

Entire sections of the Swiss
capital Bern have been sub-
merged, blazes flare up even as
old ones are snuffed out, and
dozens have been killed in a third
straight summer of extreme Eu-
ropean weather that has people
asking: Why?

Salvano Briceno, the head of
the UN’s International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction, warned that
Europe should expect more severe
rains because of global warming and
called for efficient early warning sys-
tems. “It is incredible that people in a
country like Switzerland are dying be-
cause of floods. But people forget easi-
ly how vulnerable they are. We should
always be ready to face natural haz-
ards,” Briceno said.

But Dale Mohler, the director of in-
ternational forecasting, said neither
the fires nor flooding this summer are
all that uncommon. “People wonder,
hey, what’s going on with our climate,”

Residents stand in a street covered with debris
following floods in the central Swiss town of Kien
after days of torrential rain caused rivers and
lakes to burst their banks

said Mohler.

“Is the world coming to an end? No—
at least not today or tomorrow,” he
said. Some even suggest that there is
merely a false perception of an in-
crease in such disasters as a result of
the heightened ability of the media to
beam images of destruction instantly
all over the world.

Still, Mohler said the disasters do
not compare either in rarity or scope
to phenomena such as the record-
breaking heat in France in 2003 that
killed nearly 15,000 people.

But environmental groups like the

World Wildlife Fund argue that
global warming has intensified
the impact of the weather events.
Martin Hiller, a spokesman for
the group, said that while it was
difficult for anyone to connect
one specific disaster to climate
change, the increasing number of
them and their intensity suggest
they are connected to global wa-
rming. “We are linking these (ex-
treme weather) events to climate
change,” he said. “It is not the
only reason. There are also other
things happening—building up
the land, bad land use pl-ans, bad
fire prevention in the south, for
instance in Portugal—but all the
factors together are more and more ex-
acerbated by global warming.”

In Switzerland, one factor that has
contributed to flooding is overdevelop-
ment, which has intensified in recent
years as more people have moved to
the suburbs or built sécond homes in
the countryside, Anton Schleiss of
Lausanne’s polytechnic school told
Switzerland’s Radio DRS. Develop-
ment has blunted nature’s ability to
contain flooding, such as allowing
rivers to flow more naturally and
thereby enable them to better absorb
high water levels, Schleiss said. agenciese



T

Peome walk al ong the coast buffeted by 50 mph wmds in advance of Hurricane Katrina on Thursday

A

FORT LAUDERDALE (USA), Aug. 26 —
Hurricane Katrina felled trees. "peeled off
roofs and left more than 1.3 million con-
sumers - without power as it slammed into
Florida’s densely populated southeastern
coast with driving rains and sustained winds of
130 kph. Four people were killed, three by
falling trees.

“Rain fell in horizontal sheets, seas were esti-

“'mated at 4.5 meters and wind gusted to 148

kph, toppling trees and street signs. Flovida
Power & Light said the vast majority of pegple «
without electricity were in Miami-Dade and
Broward- counties. Weather. officials said

. on Deerfield Beach, Florida. — AFP .

finoding was the main concern as the storm
dropped up to 38 centimetres in parts of
Miami-Dade County. Early today, Katrina

-had weakened into a tropical storm.

The storm proved fatal for three people
who ignored warnings to stay inside untt! the
WOTSt wWas Over.,

A wan in his 20s in Fort Lauderdale was
crushed by a falling tree as he sat alone in his
car. while a 54-year-old man was killed-by a
falling ifee.in the Fort Lauderdale subutb of
Plantation. A woman who was struck by a tree
died at a hospital in Hollywood, hospital ‘offi-
cials said. — AP
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Accord on Ken-Betwa river link

Vajpayee hails the agreem(al?t pralses

HISTORIC INITIATIVE: Prime Minister Manmohan Sin
Pradesh Chief Minister Babulal Gaur during the si

in New Delhi on Thursday. ~ PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Thursday asked
the States to take into account
all social and environmental as-
pects before implementing any
river linking projects.

Dr. Singh was speaking on the
occasion of signing of an agree-
ment between the Centre, the

- Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh Governments for prepar-
ing a ‘Detailed Project Report’
(DPR) on the linking of the Ken
and Betwa rivers.

Under the Rs. 4,263-crore
project, surplus water of the
Ken will be transferred to the
Betwa basin in U.P.

A dam and a 231 km-long link
canal will be constructed in

eight years. This is the first of
the 30 link projects proposed at
an estimated cost of Rs.
5,60,000 crores.

Under the project, about five
dams will be built and about
8,650 hectares, including 6,400
hectares of forest area, will be
submerged. The link canal will
pass through the Panna Nation-
al Park in M.P. and about 8,550
people of 10 villages will be dis-
placed.

The former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, hailed the
agreement as a “bold and histor-
ic initiative, set to change the
water management paradigm in
the country.” He praised Dr.
Singh and the UPA Government
for facilitating the agreement
and expressed the hope that the

Centre would motivate other
States to link major rivers.

The memorandum of agree-
ment (MoU) was signed by Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Babulal
Gaur and Union Water Re-
sources Minister Priya Ranjan
Dasmunsi.

Mr.Dasmunsi said the Centre
would bear the entire cost for
preparing the DPR, estimated
at Bs. 30 crores. A sum of Rs. 6
crores had been set aside in this

budget; and for the rest, the’

Ministry would raise a demand
in the supplementary demand
for grants. “The DPR would
take into consideration issues
of environment, rehabilitation
and resettlement of displaced

/\v\/\l 4 M’W‘)v

populations, riparian zones and
other concerns of the States.”

UPA chairperson Sonia Gand-
hi did not attend the function.

As per the MoU, the Centre
would decide on the necessary
organisational framework to
complete the DPR and imple-
ment the project.

The MoU calls for specific
agreements, based on the DPR,
between the two States on the
scope of the link, the sharing of
costs and benefits and an ar-
rangement for management and
control of water.

Although Mr. Yadav hailed
the MoU as “historic,” he re-
ferred to Uttar Pradesh’s fears
that the reduced availability of
water at the Paricha weir could
affect irrigation in Jhansi, Ja-

Manmohan Slngh UPA Government

gh ﬂanked by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav (eft) and Madhya
gning of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Ken-Betwa River Link Project,

laun and Hamirpur. He also
sought compensation from M.P,
for any of loss of power at down-
stream Rajghat and Matatila
dams due to low availability of
water.

Samajwadi Party general sec-
retary Amar Singh and Uttar
Pradesh Irrigation Minister
Munna Singh and Anuradha
Choudhary, accompamed Mr.
Yadav.

Mr. Gaur saxd inter-linking of
rivers was a “dream” of Mr. Vaj-
payee. “The link would help
farmers and the poor in the
State,” he pointed out. He would
try to persuade his Rajasthan
counterpart, Vasundhara Raje,
for the Parvati-Kalisindh-
Chambal link between the two
States.

e e e e



First step towards linking rivers this week

The ceremony will be-teld in the presence of Prime Minister in Parliament House

LN
Gargi Parsai W/ LLN”"J

NEW DELMI: The first step towards
implementation of the much
talked about Inter-Linking of
Rivers programme will be taken
here this coming Thursday with
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) on the Ken-Betwa
river link being signed by Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister Bab-
ulal Gaur and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Mulayam Singh Yadav.
The ceremony will be held in
the presence of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Parliament
House and United Progressive
Alliance  chairperson  Sonia
Gandhi is also likely to attend.
The two States have not really
sorted out technical differences
on the allocation of river waters
but have agreed to preparation

o Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh have agreed to “0'\
preparation of the Detailed Project Report

o About 1,020 million cubic metres “surpius” waters

of the Ken to be diverted

%

of the Detailed Project Report
(DPR). According to highly
placed Ministry sources, the
technical glitches would be sort-
ed out at the DPR stage. The
preparation of the DPR would
take three to four years.

The multi-purpose link was
identified by the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance Government for
implementation as an “example”
to give a push to the river linking
programme which envisages
construction of 30 links at an
estimated cost of Rs. 5,60,000

crores.

Ken is an inter-state river
with 87 per cent catchment area
in Madhya Pradesh.

Betwa, also an inter-state riv-
er, rises in Raisen district of
Madhya Pradesh and flows
across Jhansi district of Uttar
Pradesh with a 31 per cent flow
inU.P.

The project, at an estimated
cost of Rs. 1988.74 crores (at
1994-95 level), envisages diver-
sion of about 1,020 million cubic
metres “surplus” waters of the

Ken to the water-deficit Betw:
basin for integrated develop
ment of the lower zone of th
Ken valley and the upper reac
hes of the Betwa.

About 2,135 hectares of lan
in Madhya Pradesh and 180 hec
tares in Uttar Pradesh would be
acquired for the link canal
While a dam is proposed on the
Ken at Daudhan, 2.5 km up
stream of the existing Ganga
weir, to divert water, six more
dams would be built.

The construction work for the
link project is planned for nine
years including the pre-con
struction year.

An estimated 900 villages and
over 9,000 hectares of land-
would be submerged entirely in
the Chhatarpur and Panna dis-
tricts in Madhya Pradesh.
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\/
- -Haze in Malaysia
reaches crisis lgevglg;

Assocated Pross 4

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug. 10. — Schools tlosed, flights
were canceled and people stayed indoors as a noxious
haze blamed on forest fires in Malaysia thickened today
to dangerous levels over Kuala Lumpur and surrounding
towns.

Environment minister Mr Adenan Satem said the
haze, which appeared suddenly last week and has hung
as a persistent brown cloud, is concentrated over the
Klang Valley. The valley includes Malaysia’s main city
Kuala Lumpur, the administrative capital Putrajaya and
a sprawling residential neighbourhood, Petaling Jaya.

“The situation is not getting better. It is getting
worse,” Mr Adenan told a news conference. He said he
will go to Jakarta immediately for talks with his counter-
parts to find a solution. ,

“Flights at the Subang airport near Kuala Lumpur,
used primarily by charter and private aircrafts, were sus-
pended after visibility plunged to less than 400 meters
(1,300 feet),” said Mr Daud Hosnan, senior operations
manager for Malaysia Airports.

Visibility at Kuala Lumpur International Airport was
1 km (half a mile) but no flights were affected, Mr Daud
said. In downtown Kuala Lumpur, where the smoke
even filtered into air-conditioned offices, nothing could
be seen beyond 500 meters (yards).

An environment ministry statement said air quality in
3 places including Kuala Lumpur suburb Shah Alam had
become “hazardous.” Putrajaya and Petaling Jaya were
categorized as “very unhealthy” while five areas were
shrouded in “unhealthy” air.

Hospitals reported a spurt in respiratory and eye ail-
ments from the dust and smoke-laden white haze, caus-
ing red eyes, runny noses, wheezing coughs and sore
throats.

Health minister Mr Chua Soi Lek urged people to
drink more water, cut down outdoor activities, wear pro-
tective masks and to refrain from smoking. /




Resolving disputes over

water sharing

O\ b

Nhat the river water disputes tribunals an
he upper riparian States cpuld not do,

he monsoon has done.

7. Jayanth »

OTH ANDHRA Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu have never had it so good. The
eservoirs feeding the Krishna and the
cauvery delta basins are fast filling up.
“his is not because the upper riparian
itate, Karnataka, has obliged them, but
recause its dams cannot impound the
nflows coming in from the heaviest
monsoon activity in recent years. With
Maharashtra opening all its dams and
rain pounding the Western Ghats heavi-
ly over the past 10 days, Karnataka has
no option except to open its sluices and
issue flood alerts to the habitations
along the Cauvery.

The inflows into the Krishna from
Maharashtra viaKarnataka have crossed
five lakh cusecs. The Andhra Pradesh

" Government has decided to open its
dams by August 6 to let waters into all
the irrigation canals in the delta and
surrounding areas. Srisailam is already
full and the Nagarjunasagar dam will
also surplus soon. The waters will flow
into Somasila through the network of
irrigation canals, raising Chennaites’
hopes of substantial inflows in the Telu-
gu Ganga canal to meet the city’s drink-
ing water requirements.

While the crisis that has hit Mumbai
and western Maharashtra has cast a
shadow and crippled life in the country’s
commercial capital, the extravagant
monsoon, caused by a vortex, has dem-
onstrated the potential of inter-linking
rivers. Although Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu depend more on the North-
east monsoon, they have gained sub-
stantially from the bounty of the South
West monsoon.

It is not just the Maharashtra-Andhra
Pradesh-Tamil Nadu link that has
gained from the rain. It has been a simi-
lar development on the Kerala-Tamil
Nadu border. The Mullaiperiyar has also
got a surplus as a result of which the
southern districts of Tamil Nadu will
have more than enough water for both
irrigation and drinking for the rest of the
year. On the western border, Coimba-
tore and the Siruvani have received
more than copious inflows. The Amara-
vathi dam has also been opened. The
suffering of Mumbai and its surround-
ings on one side and the sheer beauty of
the major dams of Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu letting
out water in all its majesty provide a
dramatic and poignant contrast, high-
lighting what the sharing of river waters
means to States.

YS) AN

For four years, both Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu have been crying hoarse
for water, appealing to Karnataka to re-
lease at least a portion of what they say is
legitimately due to them as lower ripar-
ian States — but to no avail. Their ap-
peals to the Government of India also
proved futile. Tribunal awards were of
little avail in this context as Karnataka
and its political leaders maintained that
the State had little water for its people
and could not afford to release any under
the circumstances.

Faced with repeated representations
from Chief Minister Jayalalithaa and
under pressure from UPA constituents
in Tamil Naduy, the Central Government
dispatched a team of officials to look at
the various reservoirs and assess the sit-
uation. By the time the Central team
submitted its report to New Delhi, Met-
tur was receiving close to one lakh cu-
secs of inflow and the dam level has
crossed the 100 feet level (against a max-
imum of 120 feet). The Krishna delta in
Andhra Pradesh and the Cauvery delta
in Tamil Nadu can be assured of a boun-
tiful crop if the Northeast monsoon does
not misbehave in any way later in the
year. )

What the Centre or the tribunals
could not solve, Nature in its bounty has
done for these two lower riparian States.
However, irrigation authorities contend
that this should not lead to complacency
and an end to the dialogue that has be-
gun. A senior Tamil Nadu irrigation offi-
cial cautions: “Just because this season’s
problem has been solved does not mean
the inter-State river waters sharing ar-
rangements are resolved. It is the Cen-
tre’s duty to ensure that when there is a
surplus and the climate is congenial to
discussions between the rival States, a
distress-sharing formula must be ham-
mered out.

“Itis in the interest of all concerned to
evolve that formula in 2005 so that
farmers can be sure of their crop in
2006. Just as industry wants a stable
investment and taxation climate, farm-
ers have aright to expect an assured crop
and enough water for it. Everybody must
understand and accept this. It is now the
most favourable environment for a dia-
logue to clinch a distress sharing formu-
la.”

The key question for the southern re-
gion is: will the Central and Karnataka
governments respond to this situation
and utilise a ‘surplus year’ to narrow the
gap on the outstanding issues in a concil-
iatory way?
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Central team submits report

3D- 2

on Cauvery to Government

is “better” t%;n last year W +

Panel says the position

NEW DELHI: The central team that vis-
ited Cauvery basin in Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu submitted its report to
the Government on Tuesday. The
team was despatched at the behest of
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to
study the “ground realities” about the
release of Cauvery waters by Karna-
taka to Tamil Nadu as per the interim
award of the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal. This was after DMK-led op-
position parties and Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa met
him in New Delhi and sought his in-
tervention.

According to highly placed sources,
the team has observed that the posi-
tion was “better” than last year. On
July 31, the shortfall in Cauvery water
releases from Karnataka to Tamil Na-
du was about 16.7 thousand million
cubic feet and the position was im-
proving by the day because of good
rainfall in the upper reaches. “If the

present trend continues, Tamil Nadu
may manage to salvage some kuruvai
crop, though they said that most of it
is damaged for lack of water,” the
sources said.

The team is said to have observed
that on July 31, the active storage in
the four Karnataka reservoirs was 87
per cent compared to 54 per cent last
year. From August 1, water flows from
Krishnarajasagar had improved in
addition to the Kabini reservoir.

In Tamil Nadu, the storage posi-
tion in Mettur dam in Tamil Nadu
was 46 tmcft on July 31, as compared
to 35 tmeft during the corresponding
period last year. The shortage was
16.7 tmcft on July 31.

Central Water Commission Mem-
ber, B.S. Ahuja led the team. The two
members were Commissioner (Pro-
jects) A.D. Bhardwaj and Additional
Commissioner in Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Shamsher Singh. They visited

W0~

both the States from July 29 to 31.

The team’s mandate was to assess
the position on the ground with re-
gard to the water storage in four Kar-
nataka reservoirs and Mettur dam in
Tamil Nadu, as well as assess the rain-
fall and crop sowing in both the
States.

Close on the heels of visit of Tamil
Nadu political leaders to New Delhi,
Karnataka Chief Minister Dharam
Singh also met the Prime Minister
here on Sunday to request him not to
take action on Tamil Nadu’s repre-
sentations as in view of good rainfall
in the catchment area, the shortfall in
releases to Tamil Nadu would be
made up.

Based on the report of the centra)
team, the Prime Minister would de-
cide whether a meeting of the politi-
cal-level Cauvery River Authority
(CRA), as demanded by Tamil Nadu,
was Nnow necessary.



chnology
As a- Pécﬁ‘lc partnership on clean
develo ment to deal with emissions

HERE is nothing cloak-and-dagger about the new climate

agreement between the US, Australia, China, South
Korea and India, all non-signatories to the Kyoto Protocol.
They do make strange bedfellows, though: The US and
Australia are the world’s biggest polluters while the rest ernit\
much lower volumes of greenhouse gases (GHGs). The
former are also the only two developed countries who are
outside the Protocol as they do not want to be bound by
its scale-back-emissions matrix that requires member-
signatories to reduce GHG emissions in a phased manner.
President Bush has repeatedly stated that he will not com-
promise US economic growth rates by cutting back on energy
consumption. He is batting instead for stepping up research
and development in clean technology that can make emis-
sions non-polluting, while continuing with present energy .
consumption levels, notwithstanding the time lag in bringing :
new technology from the drawing board to the ground. Hehas
also, in the past, expressed concern that India and China, as
emerging economies, remain outside the Kyoto Protocol,
another reason why he refused to be part of it.

EU countries have been adhering to the Protocol’s guide-
lines, and many (excluding the former East European bloc)
have achieved emissions reduction largely through public
awareness, industrial incentives and fines, and alternative en-
ergy resourcing. The EU has reacted to the new Asia-
Pacific pact by threatening to push for legally binding global
restrictions on GHG emissions. What does the new climate
agreement — that the US and Australia see as an alternative
to Kyoto — mean for India? India’s participation in the new
US initiative on climate change is in continuation of the
Indo-US energy dialogue that includes transfer of nuclear fuel
and technology. With India and China’s energy needs ex-
pected to rise with expanded economic activity, it is impera-
tive that we also take part in initiatives that seek to reduce
emissions with least cost to the economy. If big players con-
sciously engage in clean technology and we can benefit from
tech-transfer; we should go for it. India sees the new climate
pact that promotes clean technology as complementing the
Kyoto Protocol — as long as we remain outside its provisions.
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Gleneagles and after

1 he Gleneagles Summit of the G8 in early July,
which British Prime Minister Tony Blair had relied
upon to bring the United States in line with the
European commitment to targeted reduction of \
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, has had a contrary out-
come. The U.S. not only persisted with its questioning of the
scientific basis of the theory of global warming arising from \/
GHG emissions but also got its stance incorporated in the
declaration of the summit. This dealt a rebuff to developing
countries such as India, which have been insisting on the
principle of “common but differentiated” obligations for the
developed and the developing countries to reduce emission
of carbon dioxide and other GHGs. Some environmentalists
saw the decision of the G8 to discuss climate change further
in November as a step towards bringing the developing
countries too under targeted reductions — a point that the
U.S. has been insisting upon as a precondition for its acces-
sion to the Kyoto Protocol. However, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh made it clear at that time that the right forum
for negotiations — as distinct from dialogue — on the issue
was the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, under whose auspices the Kyoto Protocol was initi-

ated. %\F\ ek~

More important than the fact 6f the U.S. being the single
biggest contributor to GHG emissions is its increasing tend-
ency, under the Bush administration, towards unilateralism
in matters such as ecology and elimination of nuclear weap-
ons that warrant a global approach and cooperation. Evident
in this are the quest for hegemony — economic and military
— and a lack of appreciation of the basic maladies of the
present system of economic and political management. The
world not only shares a common environment but it is also
universalising the same market economy system that con-
tributed to environmental degradation in the last few centu-
ries because of its reliance on unremitting expansion of
consumption on the basis of widening inequalities and not
setting an economic value to the environment and natural
features that ought to be considered the common heritage of
mankind. The U.S. and Australia, which are the only devel-
oped countries to have reneged on the Kyoto Protocol, have
now declared an “Asia-Pacific Partnership for Clean Devel-
opment and Climate” with four other countries — India,
China, Japan, and South Korea — at the Asian Regional
Forum meeting in Laos. The emphasis of this partnership is
on technological fixes to the problem of climate change and
on preserving energy security and economic growth. India
has described this partnership as being complementary to
and consistent with the Kyoto accord, which both India and
China had ratified. It is important that these two countries
recognise the primacy of the Kyoto Protocol, viewing the
new Asia-Pacific partnership as a supplementary measure,
and do not get drawn into any arrangement that would
undermine the very objective of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.
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~ Fresh rain halts Mumbai

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI,
July 31.— Struggling to
recover from the heaviest
rains in hundred years,
fresh downpour today buf-
feted Mumbai and Raigad
district of Maharahstra,
flooding low-lying areas
and halting air traffic in the
state capital for nearly six
hours even as the death toll
reached 891.

Union civil aviation min-
ister Mr Praful Patel said
the backlog at Mumbai air-
port was being cleared and
as many as 32 flights had
operated in the one-and-a
half hours since it became
operational shortly before
noon today.

As heavy rains began at
around 1 am. and contin-
ued till noon, chief minister
Mr Vilasrao Deshmukh an-
nounced closure of educa-
tional institutions in Mu-
mbai, Thane and Raigad
tomorrow. Police advised
residents not to move out
of their homes unless it was
essential and said Army,
life boats and guards were
kept stand-by.

Traffic on many roads
was thrown out of gear and
central railway has can-
celled all long-distance
trains via Igatpuri-Kalyan
till 6 August.

In a bid to prevent mas-
sive traffic snarls along the
streets and highways like
the one witnessed last week
when thousands were stuck
in their vehicles for a cou-
ple of days, police diverted
traffic from some of the
places, Mumbai police

commissioner Mr AN Roy
said.

A large number of trees
were uprooted across the
city since last night but
there was no loss of life, fire
brigade sources said.

The intensity of rain
thinned and oscillated

between moderate down- -

pour to drizzle after 12
noon, calming fears of a
repedt of torrential Tue-
sday last week which
wrought havoc.

Heavy rains since yester-
day also lashed Raigad dis-
trict, where landslides and
wall collapses had occurred
last week, and flood water
entered Mahad town,
Nagothane, Roha and sur-
rounding areas. There was
a landslide at Krushnagar
near Goregaon. The heavy
rains in catchment areas
filled up most of the dams.

Centre’s order
The day after a major disas-
ter was averted when an
Air India plane overshot
the runway the Central
government urged the air-
lines to curtail the number
of their flights to Mumbai
in the next couple of days in

view of forecast of heavy -

rains and the agony of pas-
sengers there.

Botilywood PIL
Bollywood  personalities
today decided to file a pub-
lic interest litigation in
Bombay High Court prot-
esting “failure” of govern-
ment machinery to protect

OFF TRACK: Submerged tracks at Sion station after the fresh downpour. la Mumbai on Sunday. — PTI (Another photograph on page 4)

Kolkata-Mumbai

KOLKATA, July 31. — Flight schedules
between Kolkata and Mumbai were disrupted
today after poor visibility coupled with
torrential rain forced suspension of landing of
aircraft at Mumbai airport. Visibility at Mumbai
airport went below the limits for
landing. Also, the services of the instrument
landing system were not available. After an
Air India plane had skidded off the wet

lives and properties of peo-  runway yesterday, Airport Authority officials in
ple in the monsoon fury. Mumbai today issued a notam (notice to
Another report in  airmen) saying the runway was unfit for
Kolkata Plus I  landing. The notam continued tilf noon.
. ‘0

LT

As a result three flights, which left Kolkata for
Mumbai, were diverted to other airports.
indian Airlines flight to Mumbai, which left
Kolkata at 6 a.m. was diverted to Bangalore,
that of Jet Airways-which leit at about 6.30
a.m., was diverted to Pune while a Sahara
Atrhnesanrcraﬂ,whlchleﬂ at 8.40 a.m., was
diverted to Hyderabad. The first flight from
Mumbai which was scheduled to come to
Kolkata around 9 a.m., arrived at 3.05 p.m.
The arrival of Indian Airiines and Sahara
Airtines flights from Mumbai, were also
delayed by about five hours. The delayed

~

amival of aircraft caused consequential
disruption in some of the flights in the
afternoon. IA combined its two evening flights
to Mumbai and announced that the flight

“would leave for Mumbai at 7.40 p.m. Sahara

Airlines also announced that it would
combine its two evening flights to Mumbai
into one and Jet Airways cancelled two of its
flights scheduled to take off in the aftemoon
and evening today.. Most of the passengers
were intimated over phone by the airlines
concerned about the situation in Mumbai and
change in schedules. — SNS '
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/Ca 't make noise at
Ngght rules SC

NEW DELHI,JULY 19

THE Supreme Court has banned
use of loudspeakers and vehicular
horns and bursting of fire crackers near
residential areas from 11 pm to 6 am.
Abench comprising Chief Justice R.C.
Lahotiand Justice Ashok Bhan yester-
day said no loudspeaker could be used
during the period "except in public
emergencies'.

Restricting loudspeakers even during
the day, the CJIsaid the decibel level of
megaphones or public address system
should not "exceed 10db(a) above the
ambient noise standards for the area or
75 db(a) whichever is lower".

The court said, "The noise polluters
have no regard for the inconvenience
and discomfort of the people in the
vicinity" and added "noone canclaima
right to create noise even in his own
premises which would travel beyond his
precincts and cause nuisance to neigh-

bours and others."

The prohibitions, it said, had been
imposed under articles 141 and 142 of
the Constitution which rendered it the
authority of law of the land till Parlia-
ment made suitable legislation.

The court order came on a bunch of
petitions one of which was about a rape
victim whose cries for help were
drowned in loud music being played in
the neighbourhood. On firecrackers,
the court did not accept the plea on lift-
ing the ban during Diwali saying, "If re-
laxation is allowed to one, there will be
no justification for not permitting re-
laxation to others and if we do so the re-
laxation will become the rule".

The Bench said noise had to be evalu-
ated on the basis of the chemical com-
position of the crackers. The depart-
ment of explosives will have to
undertake research to specify the pro-
portion and maximum permissible
weight of every chemical used in manu-
facturing the firecrackers, it added.




Climate change deniers shift their gréund »

Instead of denying climate change is happening, the U.S. now denies that we

need proper regulation to stop it.

George Monbiot

NE DAY we will look back on the effort

to deny the effects of climate change as
we now look back on the work of Trofim
Lysenko, a Soviet agronomist who insisted
that the entire canon of genetics was wrong.
There was no limit to an organism’s ability
to adapt to changing environments. Culti-
vated correctly, crops could do anything the
Soviet leadership wanted them to do. Wheat,
for example, if grown in the right conditions,
could be made to produce rye.

Because he was able to mobilise enthusi-
asm among the peasants for collectivisation,
and could present Stalin with a Soviet scien-
tific programme, Lysenko’s hogwash be-
came state policy. He became director of the
Institute of Genetics and president of the
Lenin Academy of Agricultural Sciences. He
used his position to outlaw conventional ge-
netics, strip its practitioners of their posi-
tions and have some of them arrested and
even killed. Lysenkoism governed state sci-
ence from the late 1930s until the early
1960s, helping to wreck Soviet agriculture.

No one is yet being sent to the Guantana-
mo gulag for producing the wrong results.
But the denial of climate science in the Unit-
ed States bears some of the marks of Ly-
senkoism. It is, for example,
state-sponsored. Last month The New York
Timesrevealed that Philip Cooney, a lawyer

- with no scientific training, had been import-
ed into the White House from the American
Petroleum Institute, to control the present-
ation of climate science. He edited scientific
reports, striking out evidence of glacier re-
treat and inserting phrases suggesting that
there was serious scientific doubt about cli-
mate change. Working with the Exxon-
sponsored PR man Myron Ebell, he lobbied
successfully to get rid of the head of the
Environmental Protection Agency, who had
refused to accept the official line.

Mr. Cooney’s work was augmented by
Harlan Watson, the U.S. Government’s chief
climate negotiator, who insisted that the
findings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences be excised from official reports. Now
Joe Barton, the Republican chairman of the
House committee on energy and commerce,
has launched a congressional investigation
of three U.S. scientists whose work reveals
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George W. Bush and Tony Blair ... in
cahoots on climate change? - PHOTO:
REUTERS

the historical pattern of climate change. He
has demanded that they hand over their re-
cords and reveal their sources of funding.

Perhaps most pertinently, the official pol-
icy of climate-change denial, like Lysen-
koism, relies on a compliant press. Just as
Pravda championed the disavowal of genet-
ics, so the Wall Street Journal and the Wash-
ington Times in the U.S., and the Daily Mail
and the Daily Telegraph and Sunday Tele-
graphin the U.K. champion the Bush team’s
denial of climate science. Like Pravda, they
dismiss it without showing any sign that
they have read or understood it.

But climate change denial, like Lysen-
koism, cannot last forever. Now, as the G8

YH: HINDD
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communiqué shows, the White House is He-
ginning to move on. Instead of denying that
climate change is happening, it is denying
that anything difficult needs to be done to
prevent it. The other G8 leaders have gone
along with this.

Faced with the greatest crisis humanity
has ever encountered, the most powerful
men in the world have meekly resolved to
“promote” better practice and to “encour-
age” companies to do better. The R-word is
half-mentioned twice: they will “improve
regulatory ... frameworks.” This could mean
anything: most of the G8 governments de-
fine better regulation as less regulation. No-
where is there a clear statement that they
will force anyone to do anything to stop
destroying the conditions that sustain hu-
man life.

Instead they have agreed to “raise aware-
ness,” “accelerate deployment of cleaner
technologies” and “diversify our energy sup-
ply mix.” There is nothing wrong with these
objectives. But unless there is regulation to
reduce the amount of fossil fuel we use,
alternative technologies are a waste of time
and money, for they will supplement rather
than replace coal and oil and gas burning.
‘What counts is not what we do but what we
do not. Our success or failure in tackling
climate change depends on just one thing:
how much fossil fuel we leave in the ground.
And leaving it in the ground won’t happen
without regulation.

They agreed to support energy efficiency,
which would be a good thing if it did not rely
ona “market-led approach.” Otherwise, they
will cross their fingers and place their faith
in a series of techno-fixes, some of which
work, and some of which cause more prob-
lems than they solve. They will study the
potential of “clean coal,” which so far re-
mains an oxymoron, and accelerate the buri-
al of carbon dioxide, which might or might
not stay where it is put. They will promote
“carbon offsets” (you pay someone else to
annul your sins by planting trees or building
hydroelectric dams), which have so far been
a disastrous failure. They will encourage the
development of hydrogen fuel cells, which
do not produce energy but use it, and the
production of biofuels, which will set up a
competition for arable land between cars
and people, exacerbating the famines that

2

climate change is likely to cause. Not bad for
six months of negotiations.
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We cannot blame only the Americans. |

‘While Mr. Bush’s team has been as obstruc-
tive as possible, the United Kingdom has
scarcely been doing the work of angels. Like
Mr. Bush, Tony Blair will contemplate any-
thing except restraining the people who are
killing the planet. While the U.K. prodices
2.2 per cent of the world’s greenhouse gases,
companies that extract fossil fuels respon-
sible for over 10 per cent of global emissions
are listed on the London stock exchange.
One of the reasons they find London attrac-
tive is that, thanks to our lax financial regu-
lations, they are not obliged to reveal their
potential greenhouse liabilities to investors.
Far from doing anything about this, Mr.
Blair complains that our financial rules are
“hugely inhibiting of efficient business.”

Our problem is that, just as genetics was
crushed by totalitarian communism, mea-
ningful action on climate change has been
prohibited by totalitarian capitalism. When
I use this term I do not mean that the people
who challenge it are rounded up and sent to
break rocks in Siberia. I mean that it in-
trudes into every corner of our lives, governs
every social relation, becomes the lens
through which everyissue must be seen. Itis
the total system which leaves no molecule of
earth or air uncosted and unsold. And, like
Soviet totalitarianism, it allows no solution
to pass which fails to enhance its power. The
only permitted answer to the effects of greed
is more greed.

I do not know how long this system can
last. But I did see something in Scotland last
week that I had not seen before. At the G8
Alternatives meeting in Edinburgh and the
People and Planet conference in Stirling,
climate change, until recently neglected by
campaigners, stirred fiercer emotions than
any other topic.

People are already mobilising for demon-
strations planned by the Campaign against
Climate Change on December 3. I saw a
resolve to make this the biggest issue in
British politics. If we succeed, the new cam-
paign will crash head-on into the totalitarian
system. But as more people wake up to what
the science says, it is not entirely certain
that the system will win. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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Gleneagles (Scotland): Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh has
found an unlikely champion in
US President George W Bush.
The American President offered
a significant boost to India’s
views on climate change and sus-
tainable development by agree-
ing “wholeheartedly that while
dealing with environment, one

the right balance between pro-
tecting environment and not per-
petuating poverty.”

In what sources said was an
innovative scheme—overall
hailed by Bush, French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, Mexican
President Vicente Fox and South
Africa’s Thabo Mbeki-—Singh

- told gathered leadersthat G8 and

G5 partnerships in research and
development for clean technolo-

Indian PM Manmohan Singh and German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroder talk to Brazilian President Luiz Inacio da Silva in Gleneagles

could not afford to neglect the
imperatives of development”.
In what many believe to be the
loudest call yet on the Third
World’s behalf from a head of
government at the summit,
Singh said, “We have to achieve

gy was the only way the develop-
ing world could clean up its act.
Only “additionality”—by
which Singh meant additional
money paid by the West to the
Third World—would allow coun-
tries like India to embrace clean

THE TIMES OF INDIA

-stand on glohal warming

technology; he said.

Bush welcomed Singh'’s strong
statement rejecting a UK- and
Europe-led attempt to bounce
some of the planet’s biggest
players into a tightly controlled
deal on cutting greenhouse gas
emissions and using clean tech-
nology.

Singh, who spoke loudest and
clearest of the leaders of the five
emerging economies specially
invited to the G8 summit, de-
clared “it is important that G8
countries do not impose stan-
dards” on the developing world.

The G5 nations invited to the
G8 meet include India, China,
Mexico, Brazil and South Africa.

Singh’s clarion call for the
right of India and the developing
world to chart its own destiny
without G8-imposed guidelines
was a reference to the action
plan for clean technology put
forward by the G8.

Singh agreed that India “along
with the whole world shares re-
sponsibility. So all of us have an
obligation to do all we can to
safeguard the environment”.
However, in yet another blow for
the rights of the developing
world, he said, “But the major re-
sponsibility is of the developed
countries who have accumulated
carbon emissions for a long peri-
od of time.”

In remarks rather less con-
ducive to praise from Bush,
Singh compared carbon emis-
sions per Indian with that of the
average American.

Indian diplomats said that
contrary to the hype built
up around the special G8
invitation to India and China,
“there was no reference to Asian
brown haze by anybody No-
body suggested there was any
special status (as climate pol-
luters) by India and China and
nobody said they needed to do
anything special”.
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Global warming
‘at Gleneagles: PM

N for N—gptz’ggﬁx

RAJAMOHAN Y’
NEWDELHIL JULY4

AS the worldseeksto ad-
dress the threat of climate
change, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh will
make a strong pitch for nu-
clear energy as an alterna-
tive to fossil fuels at the
summit of the eight indus-
trial democracies this week

t Gleneagles, Scotland.

Alongwith topleaders of
China, Brazil, Mexico and
South Africa, Singh will be
joining the leaders of G-8in
Scotland to discuss practical
ways to deal with the chal-
lenge of global warming.

Amid the intense squab-
ble over global warming,
there is an interesting con-
gruence of views between
India and the developing
countries on the one side
and the US onthe other.

While the Europeans
emphasize on regulations
and quotas for the world-

/wide reduction of carbon-
dioxide emissions, the Bush
Administration’s focusis on
development of new op-
tions like nuclear power,
clean coal technology and
the use of hydrogen fuel for
the transportation sector.

British Prime Minister
Tony Blair is desperately
trying to bridge the divide
and put together a new
global consensus to address
the threat posed by the
burning of fossil fuels that
emit carbon dioxide and
raise global temperatures.

The earlier consensus on
reducing carbon emissions,
the Kyoto Protocol, has
been rejected by the Bush
Administration.

Singh will insist that the
principal responsibility for
the reduction of global
emissions of carbon dioxide
rests with the advanced
countries. The G-8 coun-

Il R
! '

tries—the US, UK, France,
Germany, Italy, Canada,
Japan and Russia—ac-
count for 65 per cent of
global GDP and 47 per cent
ofworld’s carbon emissions.

While underlining the
importance of “common
but differentiated responsi-
bility” between the devel-
oped and developing coun-
tries, Singh would argue
that answers to global
warming must not come in
the way of economic devel-
opment. Nor should the
regimes of global warming

Singh to argue
that answers to
global warming
must not come in
the way of
economic
development

restrict the use of energy by
developing countries.

This was the point Presi-
dent Bush was making last
week when he quoted for-
mer PM Indira Gandhi to
say poverty and underde-
velopment were the great-
est sources of pollution.

The practical way to go
beyond the Kyoto Protocol,
India recognises, lies in de-
ploying new energy tech-
nologies that will help both
developed and developing
nations to reduce carbon
€Tnissions.

The renewed interest in
nuclear energy comes at a
time when Delhi has
stepped up its campaign to
remove the current interna-
tional restrictions against
atomic energy cooperation
with India. As Singh presses
India’s case of nuclear en-
ergy development, Presi-
dent Bush has been pro-
motingit at home.

NDIAN EXPPESS
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flood-ravaged districts in Gujarat ..
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Issues direction that State’s requirements of essential commodities be met on priority basis

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh will make an aerial
survey of the affected regions in
Gujarat on Tuesday and hold
discussions with Chief Minister
Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad.

Dr. Singh, who has spoken to
Mr. Modi on the phone twice in
the last two days, has assured the
State administration of all Cen-
tral help to improve the grim sit-
uation. “The Prime Minister will
be making an aerial survey of the
flood-affected areas in the State
and will hold discussions on the
flood situation with the Gujarat
Chief Minister and senior State
Government  officials,” the
Prime Minister’s media adviser,
Sanjaya Baru, said.

Dr. Singh, who has been close-
ly monitoring the flood situa-
tion, assured Mr. Modi of the
Centre’s commitment to extend
all necessary assistance to ame-
liorate the distress of the people
of Gujarat. The Centre on Tues-
day issued directions to meet the
State’s requirements of essential
commodities on a priority basis.

Union Home Secretary V. K.
Duggal, who reviewed the situa-
tion here at a meeting of the
high-level Inter-Ministerial
Committee, said about three
lakh people were evacuated to
safer places. An Inter-Ministe-
rial team for assessing the dam-
age is likely to visit the State
early next week. Citing reports,
Mr. Duggal said floodwaters had
started receding and life was
slowly getting back to normal.

At the meeting, directions
were issued to meet the State’s
requirements of sugar, wheat,
rice and medicines. “All the con-
cerned ministries and depart-
ments of  the Central
Government are extending full
support to the Gujarat Govern-
ment for meeting the situation,”
Mr. Duggal said.

20 districts affected

The floods had affected 20 out
of the 25 districts in the State.
Two villages each in Matar Talu-
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PUSHED UP : Men take shelter on the roof of their home from floodwaters at Virpur near Vadodara on Monday. - PHOTO: AFP

ka, Kheda Taluka and Memada-
bad Taluka are still marooned.
“The State Government is trying
to establish contact with all the
villages by Monday evening.
Nine Army columns have also
been deployed. The Air Force has
provided 11 helicopters for relief
and rescue operations,” he said.
The meeting was told that CRPF
personnel had been deployed in
the flood-ravaged areas.

A report from Ahmedabad
said that although rains had
abated after lashing the State for

a week, the death toll mounted
to 142 as fears of gastro-enteritis
and other water-borne diseases
loomed large and relief oper-
ations continued. In Surat, three
persons died of gastro-enteritis

A report from Vadodara said
the Vishwamaitri was still flow-
ing above the danger mark be-
cause of five to eight inches of
rainfall since Sunday evening,

A report from Bhopal said the
Army had been called to assist
the civil administration in carry-
ing out relief work in Katni and

Sagar districts, while incessant
rain caused a flood situation in
northeast Madhya Pradesh on
Monday.

The rain hampered relief
work at many places even as
Chief Minister Babulal Gaur un-
dertook an aerial survey of Katni
and Satna districts and directed
the officials to gear up relief
work.

Road and railway traffic had
been disrupted at many places,
as rivers and rivulets were in
spate. The Bina-Katni passenger

and Kota-Damoh shuttle were
suspended on Monday, a West
Central Railway spokesman
said.

The Army’s help was sought as
several low-lying areas in Katni
and Sagar districts were sub-
merged, the state flood control
room said. Several villages also
remained cut off,

The rail track between Mak-
ronia and Ganeshganj statiofls in
the Bina-Katni section of the
West Central Railway remained
submerged disrupting train ser-

vices.

Abus carrying 20 persons was
reportedly washed away on the
Sagar-Rehli route.

A woman was washed away by
floodwaters in the Sunar within
Damoh district’s Hata tehsil on
Sunday.

While the Narmada was flow-
ing eight metres below the dan-
ger mark at Hoshangabad, the
Tamas in Rewa and the Sunar
and Vyamara rivers in Damoh
districts were in spate, official
sources said. — PTI, UNI
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London: While the G8 has to tackle
climate change, US President
George W Bush vowed to spurn any
Kyoto-style deal on the “significant”
problem of global warming, he said
in an interview to air on Britain’s
ITV. The President said ahead of the
July 6 to 8 gathering in Scotland that
global warming was “a significant,
long-term issue that we’ve got to
deal with”.

However, any G8 climate change
agreement in Scotland along the
lines of the of the United Nations’
Kyoto Protocol—which the US re-
fused to sign—would get short
shrift, he said.

Instead, he will call for new tech-
nology that limits global warming
without harming business.

“If this (draft) looks like Kyoto,
the answer is no,” Bush said. “The
Kyoto treaty would have wrecked
our economy.”

The Kyoto pact requires countries
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Mediterranean beaches, like this one in

Turkey, would become drier and hotter
due to climate change

2: Bush won't
urbs on emissions

that have ratified it to limit emissions
by a 2012 timeframe as compared to a
1990 benchmark.

The US President has strongly op-
posed action against climate change
since he took office in 2001 in favour of
further studies of the phenomena—
despite significant global pressure
that the United States, the world’s
largest consumer of fossil fuels,
change its policies.

Bush said he wanted G8 leaders to
support new technologies to limit
warming without harming business.
He underlined the US’s $20 billion in-
vestment in technologies such as zero-
emission power stations and hydro-
gen-powered vehicles.

“I think you can grow your econo-
my and at the same time do a better
job of harnessing greenhouse gases,”
he said.

G8 negotiators are reportedly
drawing up draft plans on climate
change. ap



" G-8: America gives way on climate change

Action plan to clean up land and air transport, prevent world

Gaby Hinsliff, Ned Temko
and Mark Townsend

LONDON: A historic deal on climate
change which would see the U.S.
sign up to cut greenhouse gas
emissions was on Saturday night
emerging after a day of frantic ne-
gotiations ahead of the G-8
summit.

The draft text hammered out by
officials meeting in London is ex-
pected to pledge the world’s rich-
est countries to wean themselves
off fossil fuels — not just to save
the planet, but to prevent a world-
wide energy crisis.

An action plan to be unveiled at
the Gleneagles, Scotland, summit
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this week will centre on a package
to clean up land and air transport,
and provide green technology to
developing countries through a
deal brokered by the World Bank.

U.S. concedes cause

The first hope of a break-
through came on Saturday as the
White House finally conceded that
human activity was at least the
partial cause of global warming.

But with British Prime Minister
Tony Blair still pushing for more
concrete action to clean up the
planet, the final text is expected to
gloss over differences between the
U.S. and other countries over the
science of global warming by say-

ing the chang&es\&e also necessary

to prevent an energy crisis. With
oil prices soaring to $60 a barrel
and fossil fuel supplies finite, the
U.S. President George W. Bush is
understood to have been swayed
by fears over energy security.

“We were never going to get the
Americans to accept everything
on the science front or sign up to
Kyoto: that was clear. But what
they do accept is that there is cli-
mate change and that for reasons
of energy security and just reduc-
ing pollution, they favour mea-
sures that reduce our dependence
on carbon-based fuels,” said a
Whitehall source.

“The motivation might be dif-
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ferent but the net results and the
impact are the same.”

French threat

French sources, meanwhile,
suggested threats to produce a
communique leaving the U.S. out
had been effective, with the Brit-
ish and the French working to-
gether to bring the Americans on
board.

The text completed on Saturday
includes a pledge to cut green-
house emissions — a reference to
the Kyoto treaty which America
did not sign up to, and recognition
of man’s impact on global warm-
ing. — ©Guardian Newspapers -
Limited 2005



Delhi police
nab Sariska

tiger kuller
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THE LAW has finally caught up with the poacher
known as the Veerappan of the North.

The Delhi police on Thursday nabbed Sansar Chand,
said to be the man behind the killing of tigers in the
Sariska reserve. On the run since jumping bail in May
last year, Chand was wanted in over 40 cases of poach-
ing and animal skin smuggling across five states.

It took a three-month Delhi police operation to catch
him. First, the police identified places where Chand
had stayed earlier, where he had properties and where
his associates had been arrested. Then, a raid on a
hideout in Sgdar last month provided the police with
a curious lead: clippings from a Rajasthan daily and
five Hindi newspapers.

These suggested that Chand was reading these six
newspapers every day. “The reason, it seemed, was
that he wanted a continuous update on a bail case re-
garding his jailed first wife and son,” said Delhi police
commissioner K.K. Paul. “Also, he was following the
developments in the Sariska case.”

The police started a search for readers of the Ra-
jasthan daily, “We received a tip that a man living at
Patel Nagar was buying the newspaper regularly,”
said an officer.

The police kept a watch on all shops and hawkers in
the area. On Wednesday, they noticed a beggar hand-
ing over a piece of paper to a roadside vendor with the
names of some newspapers written on it. The beggar
then took the newspapers to a temple and the police-
men waited outside, but they failed to nab their man.

On Thursday morning, the beggar again went up to
the vendor, collected the newspapers and disappeared
into the temple. A couple of minutes later, a boy
emerged from the temple with the newspapers. The
¢ps followed the boy who went inside a house.

The police were on the right track this time. They
found their man inside — Sansar Chand was offering
his morning prayers. Later, the police also detained
Sansar’s landlord Kushal, a railway employee.

The poacher had given his neighbours the impres-
sion that he managed tea estates in Assam. “At times,
he even gifted us varieties of tea leaves. But it did not
taste nice,” said one of the neighbours.

Sansar will be produced in court on Friday.




