Warsaw risks Moscow wrath
with 1979 map on nuke plan

"~

NICHOLAS Watt SRV
Warsaw, November 26 v

POLAND’S NEW Rightwing govern-
ment on Friday risked a damaging con-
frontation with Russia when it pub-
lished a Warsaw Pact map showing de-
tailed plans for Soviet nuclear strikes
against western Europe.

Poland threw open the doors of its
military archives to show how most of
Europe would have been laid to waste
in a nuclear conflagration between east
and west. Dating from 1979, when pres-
idents Jimmy Carter and Leonid Brez-
hnev were discussing detente, the map
showed how Warsaw Pact forces would
have responded to an attack by the Nato
alliance.

A series of red mushroom clouds ov-
er western Europe show that Soviet nu-
clear weapons strikes would have been
launched at Germany, the Netherlands,
Denmark and Belgium if Nato had
struck first. Red clouds are drawn over
the then German capital, Bonn, and
other key German cities such as the fi-
nancial centre of Frankfurt, Cologne,
Stuttgart, Munich and the strategically
important northern port of Hamburg.

Brussels, the political headquarters
of Nato, is also targeted. Blue mush-
room clouds, representing the expected
Nato nuclear strikes, are drawn over
cities in the eastern bloc, including
Warsaw and the then Czechoslovakian
capital, Prague. France would have es-

caped attack, possibly because it is not
a member of Nato’s integrated struc-
ture. Britain, which has always been at
the heart of Nato, would also have been
spared, suggesting Moscow wanted to
stop at the Rhine to avoid overstretch-
ing its forces. The exercise, entitled
Seven Days to the River Rhine, indicat-
ed Warsaw Pact forces aimed to reach
the Franco-German border within a
week of a Nato attack. Standing next to
the fading map in Warsaw on Friday,

AP
Poland’s defence minister presents the controversial 1979 map in Warsaw on Friday.

Radoslaw Sikorski, the Polish defence
minister, said: “The objective of the ex-
ercise on this map is to take over most
of western Europe — all of Germany,
Belgium and Denmark.”

Sikorski, who made a name for him-
self working for the rightwing Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute thinktank in
Washington, made clear he was prepa-
red for a backlash from Russia, whose
president.

The Guardian
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Six years and four Save Article
months after it made
Kosovo a ward, the United Nations Security
Council has ordered that talks begin on the
future status of that blood-soaked Balkan
province. This is to give the impression that
the outcome is not decided. It is, and it's
independence. The six nations that oversee
Kosovo - the United States, Britain, France,
Germany, Italy and Russia - have ruled out
returning it to Serbia, linking it to Albania
or partitioning it. So the task of Martti
Ahtisaari, the former Finnish president who
will lead the talks, is to carve yet another
independent state out of the former
Yugoslavia.

We have argued that Kosovo is neither
prepared for nor deserving of independence.
Its Albanian majority has shown no
tolerance toward the Serbian minority and
little capacity for self-government. Kosovo
has no army, only a fledgling police force
and powerful mafias. The only Albanian
leader with any semblance of authority,
Ibrahim Rugova, has lung cancer. His most
likely successor, Ramush Haradinaj, was
indicted by the international tribunal in The
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The Serbs will not voluntarily cede this
territory, and Albanian rioting in March
2004, which destroyed 30 of the many
ancient Serb churches in Kosovo, does not
give the Serbs great confidence in an
independent Kosovo. The Albanians have
no faith that the Serbs would not revert to
ethnic cleansing if they had the chance.
These two groups are never going to agree.

So why is the United Nations moving
ahead? The current arrangement requires
Kosovo to demonstrate responsible self-rule
before talks even begin on its ultimate
status. That has proved an artificial and
unworkable goal. The U.N. viceroy in
Kosovo, Soren Jessen-Petersen, says it has
created uncertainty on all sides and kept
foreign investors out.

So the time has come to recognize the
inevitable outcome, independence for
Kosovo. But the Security Council can still
insist on the attainment of democratic
standards before granting it. That could
force the Serbs to come to grips with having
lost Kosovo in 1999. The Albanian
Kosovars are more likely to demonstrate
leadership if they are told that they are
working toward independence, not merely
toward talking about working toward
independence.

The Security Council would be foolish to
use the Ahtisaari mission to extract itself
from a bad situation as soon as possible.
Even with the best of intentions, an
independent Kosovo will require
international forces and strong oversight for
a long time. In the Balkans, the default
mode is violence.
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Premier in Ukraine Quits, Giving
Way to Opposition Rule

By STEVEN LEE MYERS
Published: January 1, 2005

0SCOW, Dec. 31 - Viktor F. Yanukovich resigned as

Ukraine's prime minister on Friday, signaling the end
of a tumultuous political drama that nearly propelled him to
the presidency but resulted in his defeat after a popular
uprising against state-sponsored electoral fraud.

Mr. Yanukovich, who was prime minister for two years
under President Leonid D. Kuchma, said he would continue
his legal challenges against the repeat presidential election
fast Sunday, in which the opposition candidate, Viktor A.
Yushchenko, appeared to hold a commanding, if unofficial,
lead.

But increasingly isolated, abandoned even by some of his
closest advisers and by all appearances deeply embittered,
Mr. Yanukovich held out little hope that the challenges
would succeed in overturning the results.

“As far as the election results, we are keeping up the fight
but I don't have much hope for a just decision from the
Central Flection Commission and the Supreme Court,” he
said, according to The Associated Press, referring to his last-
ditch appeals against what seems to be Mr. Yushchenko's
victory.

Mr. Yanukovich's resignation capped an excruciating
chapter in Ukraine's recent political history, beginning when
his seeming victory in a runoff against Mr. Yushchenko on
Nov. 21 was immediately called into question by reports of
widespread fraud and intimidation.

g

i

Prime Minister Viktor F.
Yanukovich announced on
television Friday that he was
resigning, but did not concede the
election for president.
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wave of popular protest against electoral fraud inspired activists in Ukraine.

"We held our breath watching you," Reuters quoted Mr. Saakashvili as saying. "We
admired your courage. The future destiny of Europe was being decided in this square."”
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THE UNSTABLE Balkan province of Kosovo
braced itself for a bout of unrest on Tuesday
night when Prime Minister Ramush Haradi-
naj was indicted for war crimes by the inter-
national tribunal in The Hague and his gov-
ernment collapsed.

Hundreds of British and German soldiers
were rushed to the province just before the an-
nouncement to bolster security in case of ri-
ots. Haradinaj, an ethnic Albanian guerrilla
leader against the Serbs, has become, in re-
cent years, a highly regarded and effective
politician. The tribunal indicted him with
crimes committed during the 1998-99 war wh-
en Slobodan Milosevic, who is on trial at The
Hague for genocide and other offences, began
a campaign of ethnic cleansing against the

two million ethnic Albanians who constituted
the bulk of Kosovan population. Serbia was
defeated by an 11-week Nato air campaign.

Haradinaj was a regional commander of
the Kosovo Liberation Army, the guerrilla
force opposing the Serbs, in the west of the
province. He lost two brothers in the war and
another was jailed in Kosovo for the murder of
Serbs and Albanian “collaborators”.

The tribunal gave no details of the indict-
ment, which Haradinaj announced himself,
but it is believed to cover crimes against hu-
manity and commanding forces which mur-
dered Serb civilians and Albanian collabora-
tors. Haradinaj immediately resigned and
said he would surrender to the tribunal. His

nged into further unrest

{3

coalition government, comprising his own pa-
rty, the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo,
which came third in the election last October,
and President Ibrahim Rugova’s Democratic
League of Kosovo, which came first, resigned.
The provincial government is under the su-
pervision of the UN, which is backed by a
peacekeeping force, K-For, of approximately
20,000. Haradinaj was lauded for the example
he set by promptly surrendering and the state-
ment he delivered, which was seen as urging
his supporters not to cause trouble. He said, “I
am a person of Kosovo and I willingly sacri-
fice myself for my country I accept this bur-
den. I also ask all of you to accept this fact ...
in order to do your country and your nation an
honour:.” Denis MacShane, the British foreign
office minister for Europe, said Haradinaj's

decision was indeed “very brave”.
The Guardian
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