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<% Summit pointers

s the East Asia Summit being held i in
Kuala Lumpur today (Wednesday) a
harbinger for a new kind of gconomic
and political order in Asia, or simply
the creation of another regional talk shop?
For the time being, the prospects seem
mixed. Behind the rhetoric of “Asia’s monu-
mental eap forward” have been serious dis-
agreements about membership, competing
views of what constitutes East Asia and
what arrangements will best create a sense
of community. At the heart of these differ-
ences, however, are mounting tensions

between regional powers China and Japan, .

at once bitter political rivals and economic
partners. "
China’s rapid'implementation of a mar-
ket-based economy and ongoing high lev-
els of growth have heightened Japanese
worries about the long-term rise of
Chinese power, including the negative (in
their view) impact on regional strategic
relations. The resulting state of affairs is
frequently characterised as “economicaily
hot and politically cold” as increasing eco-
nomic co-operation and integration has
occurred in tandem with growing levels of
political discord and animosity between
the two governments over a broad range
of problems including, most significantly,
increasing nationalism on both sides and
mutual suspicion about each country’s
long-term ambitions and goals.
Sino-Japan relations are still coloured
by historical animosity and territorial dis-
putes, and have led to considerable polit-
ical friction and historic.tension as well as
occasional naval clashes. The tensions
date to 19th century disputes and Japan’s
1931-45 occupation of China. They play
out in recurring cycles of Chinese anger
over Japan’s perceived lack of contrition
for atrocities during WW'II and persisting

disputes over the islands in the East

China Sea thé Chinese call Diaoyutai and
the Japanese refer to as the Senkaku.

And as the two gountries pursue funda-

mentally similar long-term goals ~ sus-
tained economic growth, recognition as
Asia’s major regional power and greater
influence in global affairs - reconciliation
seems a distant dream. A fact substantial-
ly borne out by the subtle rivalry in the
recent tsunami disaster relief efforts
when Japan out-pledged China-in com-
mitted financial aid, but China scored
well in terms of material aid and private
donations to tsunami-affected countries,
a first in regional efforts for Beijing.
Relations between Japan and China
remain chilly, particularly following the
Japanese Prime Minister’s latest visit to
the Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo on 17
October. The shrine honours convicted
Class-A war criminals from World War 11
along with the war dead. The latest visit
led China to refuse to hold bilateral or
trilateral summit talks with Japan on the
sidelines of the multilateral events in
Malaysia.

The battle of attrition that's raging between
China and Japan isn't abating just yet. And
strategic alliances are complex constructs built
over time. India needs to read the signals
emanating from the East Asia Summit right,

writes SANJANA JOSHI

¢t

Against this backdrop and with the
United States of America excluded, it is

"hardly surprising that the preparations

for the East Asia Summit had to contend
with varying formulations emanating
from Tokyo and Beijing. First, the two
countries sparred over membership with
China and Malaysia proposing to turn the
annual leaders’ meeting bétween Ascan
members and China, Japan and South
Korea - under the existing “Asean plus
three” process ~ into an East Asian
Summit as part of an ambitious plan to
create an East Asian Community (EAC)
backed by a region-wide free trade area.
Japan, however, wary of what it perceived
as China’s effort to assume regional lead-
ership, vigorously argued for open and
inclusive regionalism to win admission
for India, Australia and New Zealand.
Now Russia is attending as a guest and

Beijing’s line is dlscernable from a recent
report in the People s Daily notmg that
Russia’s inclusion in the club was “simply
a matter of time”. .

Diplomatic attempts to draft a declara-
tion to be released at the summit also ran
into difficulties. Splits developed between
participating: countries that felt Asean
plus three -should be at the core of the
EAC, and those wanting all sixteen sum-

‘mit participants to play an equally impor-

tant role. China pushed for the Asean
plus three idea while Japan _

wanted the more inclusive approach, a
position shared by India. In the final draft
agreed to by the forum’s foreign minis-
ters, leaders are expected to iterate that
the East Asia Summit will play a “signifi-
cant role” in community-building in the
region without, perhaps, specifically men-
tioning the proposed East Asian

Community. Already, the Kuala Lumpur
Declaration signed by the.leaders of
Asean, Japan, China and South Korea
after their annual summit on Monday in
the Malaysian capital states that “the
Asean-plus-three process will continue to
be the main vehicle in achieving an East
Asian Commumty, with Asean as the dri-
ving force” wherein the member countries

begin efforts to prepare a second Joint

-Statement on East Asia Cooperation in

200740 set the future direction for East
a community-building”. It is expected,
therefore, that the first summit will essen-
tially be a confidence-building exercise -
“a forum for dialogue on broad strategic,
political and economic issues of common
interest and concern”. In Bary Buzan’s
words: “We cannot expect the rise of an
Asian Community simply by letting the
web of regional interaction grow thicker.”
East Asian regionalism remains con-
strained by the fack of historical reconcil-
iation between the two big powers, China
and Japan. The Indian policy establish-
ment, gung-ho about the country’s partic-
ipation at this forum, would do well to
maintain distance from any “balancer”
prescriptions — news reports have quoted
the Indian foreign secretary as saying that
Indla was willing to create a “greater bal-
ance” in Asia. '
Indeed, the single most important dan-
ger in bging carried away by the “counter-
weight” theory is that it shifts the focus
away from the urgent task of strengthen-

-ing India’s own economic interaction with

East Asia. Numerous agreements includ-
ing the liberal trading arrangements with
Singapore and Thailand notwithstanding,
India is yet to firmly walk the talk. While
China’s trade with Asean is reaching 10(
billion US. dollars, India has just about
managed 20 billion US dollars.

- The second phase of India’s Look East
policy'is driven primarily by the country’s
impressive economic performance. Asean
made this amply clear at the 2004 summit
held in Vientiane, Laos, where Asean
leaders formalised their intentions to bind
themselves ‘more closely to the two
regional giants China and India to ensure
their own prosperity

and greater global clout. And Just acou-
ple of days ago, was a speech of particular
significance to business leaders by
Malaysian Prime . Minister Abdullah
Badawi, who called for a greater integra-
tion of Asean with China and India. This
was the first official acknowledgement of
India’s growing importance to Asean at
summit level and it was based on a vision
of shared economic prosperity. Playing up
strategic considerations will only dissipate
regional enthusiasm.

(The author is a Fellow with the Maulana ‘
Abil Kalam Azad Institute of Asian
Studzes Kolkata.)
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Asian interests and the myth of ‘balance’

Siddharth Varadarajan

HIS WEEK, the leaders of several

Asian countries — India, China, Korea,

Japan, and the ASEAN states — will

meet in Malaysia for the first-ever East
Asia Summit (EAS). Australia and New Zealand,
which, like India, are on the periphery of East
Asia, have also been invited to the summit since
they are considered vital to the economic geog-
raphy of the region. Many years in the making,
the EAS is still something of an unknown quanti-
ty. The countries participating know the event is
important, even if they are not quite sure why.
The only country that is quite clear about the
importance of the summit is the United States,
which, rightly, sees great strategic significance in
the fact that it will not be there. The U.S. has a
considerable and growing military presence in
the continent stretching all the way from Turkey
and Iraq in the west to the Kyrgyz Republic in
the north and Okinawa in the east. Its armed
forces are fighting two wars on the soil of Asia.
Yet, people forget the fact that the U.S. is not in
Asia.

When Mahathir Mohammed of Malaysia first
proposed an East Asian Economic Caucus in the

1990s, Washington strongly objected to the idea,

Japan, under trade pressure from the U.S.
through Super 301, initially hinted at support for
the concept but quickly backed off. The proposal
soon withered. There were sound economic rea-
sons for the Malaysian proposal failing to get
traction at the time: China and India were not
major players and Asian countries traded more
with the outside world than with each other. Nor
was Dr. Mahathir’s political agenda an attractive
one. The Cold War had ended, there was talk of
“multipolarity” and little concern in Asia that
the continent would need an organisation to
restrain the exercise of American power. Into
this institutional vacuum, the U.S., and Australia

CARTOONSCAPE

The East Asian Summit process, the proposed
Asian energy grid, and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation are three pillars of
the emerging strategic architecture in Asia.
There is no need for the region to turn to outside
powers in the name of “balance of power.” .

stepped in with APEC, a forum linking East Asia
with the Americas, thereby diluting the concept
of Asia.”" ~ LT T

“In the intervening decade and a half, the en-
tire strategic scenario in Asia has changed. There
are three distinct elements involved. First, pat-
terns of trade — and the nature of trading ar-
rangements — in Asia and the world have
radically altered. Despite the onset of the World
Trade Organisation with its emphasis on ‘most
favoured nation’ status, there has been an explo-
sion in preferential trading areas (PTAs) around

[

the world. Asia has its share of bilateral PTAs but

~there is nothing at the multilateral lével to

match what Europe, North America, and South
America have done. At the same time, intra-
Asian trade has risen dramatically. The trade of
each Asian country with the group of ‘Devel-
~oping Asian Countries’ increased at a much fas-
ter rate than its trade with the rest of the world
during 1991-2000, notes Ramesh Chand of the
National Centre for Agricultural Economics and
Policy Research in a recent monograph, Free
Trade in Asia (Academic Foundation, 2006).
China has supplanted the U.S. as South Korea’s
most important trading partner. India’s trade
with the DAC went up from 11.8 per cent of its
fotal trade in 1990 to 24 per cent by 2000 (The
only major exception to this trend is China, due
to the sheer volume of its trade worldwide). This
neighbourhood bias in trade suggests Asia is
following the same path as Europe did in the
run-up to its formal integration as a trading bloc.

/
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Secondly, the growth of China and India and
the discovery of oil and gas in Central Asia have
transformed the Asian energy scene since some
of the largest producers and consumers of hy-
drocarbons are now located in the continent.
However, the dynamics of the world oil and gas
markets are still driven by benchmarks set by
Europe and North America. The price volatility
of recent months — which is more the product of
speculative activity on western mercantile ex-
changes than a reflection of actual supply-de-
mand mismatch — provides an incentive for
major Asian producers and consumers to come
together and see what can be done to ensure
greater stability in the energy market.

Thirdly, a host of new threats and security
challenges have arisen in the run-up to 9/11 and
its aftermath that require a collective Asian ap-
proach. These include terrorism, the stationing
of outside military forces in the region, the de-
velopment of new weapons of mass destruction
and doctrines, the notions of ‘regime change’
and ‘preventive war’, as well as issues of mar-
itime security and disaster relief.

Each of these three underlying changes — on
the trade, energy, and security fronts — poses
challenges and presents opportunities that re-
quire separate institutional mechanisms. It is
not a coincidence that the past year has wit-
nessed serious efforts by several Asian countries
to push in this direction.

On the security front, the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation is evolving into a broad-
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based entity linking China, Russia, and the Cen-
tral Asian countries with India, Iran, and
Pakistan — which joined as observers earlier this
year. There is also the Russia-India-China initia-
tive that has involved frequent consultations on
strategic issues. At its last summit, the SCO
called on the US.-led coalition forces in the
region to specify a timeframe by when they will
leave. At the same time, the organisation has
begun speaking of developing regional capabil-
ities to deal with the threats posed by terrorism.
Joint military exercises between China and Rus-
sia, as well as China and India, and India and
Russia have been held. The Russians are now
speaking of trilateral military exercises involv-
ing these three countries. Could the SCO be the
harbinger for a pan-Asian confidence-building
body based on a new security concept of mutual
respect and cooperation rather than the out-
dated, dangerous idea of “balance of power”? For
this to happen, India, China, and Russia have to
work closely together but Japan and South Ko-
rea too will have to be brought within the ambit
of the SCO.

On the trade front, the EAS process will likely
provide answers about the precise institutional
shape greater Asian cooperation will take. Along
with the creation of an Asian free trade area with
developing country safeguards, there is need for
Asia to develop its own financial institutions.
The absence of such institutions led to the 1997
Asian financial crisis and to its deflationary de-
nouement, as countries like Indonesia and
South Korea were forced by the International
Monetary Fund to accept irrational conditional-
ities.

Finally, the energy front has seen two sets of
promising meetings between major Asian pro-
ducers and consumers this year, held at the ini-
tiative of the Indian Ministry for Petroleum and
Natural Gas. On the agenda are not just financial
and inventory-related measures to stabilise
prices but, more importantly, the creation of
pan-Asian pipeline grids. The proposed $22 bil-
lion grid will allow gas to be moved around the
region more easily, avoiding geopolitically sensi-
tive maritime choke points like the Straits of
Hormuz, Malacca, and Taiwan. Pan-Asian ener-
gy grids will also give a major boost to regional
political cooperation and inter-dependence.

In the light of developments in these three
directions, the evolution of an Asian strategic
architecture is only a matter of time. The only fly
in the ointment is the U.S. For years, Washing-
ton has thrived on Asian insecurities, often fuell-
ing suspicions and rivalries between countries.
The more there is a perception of insecurity —
China versus Japan, China versus India, Japan
versus Korea, India versus Pakistan, not to speak
of ‘minor’ insecurities — the greater the role for
the U.S. as a “balancer.”

While it is understandable for the U.S. to ad-
vocate the concept of ‘balance,” what is inexplic-
able is India’s decision to do so as well. In a
speech to the India Economic Forum on Novem-
ber 28, Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran offered
the U.S. India’s help in this ‘balance of power’
game. “If we are looking at Asia in the coming
years, there is no doubt that there is a major
realignment of forces taking place in Asia,” Mr.
Saran said. “There is the emergence of Chinaas a
global economic powerhouse. There will be in-
creased capabilities that China will be able to
bring to bear in this region and even beyond.
India also is going to be a major player in Asia ... 1
think India and the United States can contribute
to a much better balance in the Asian region.”

Though Mr. Saran acknowledges India’s
“strong engagement” with China, he adds: “We
believe that in terms of managing the emerging
security scenario in Asia we need to bring more
and more countries within the discipline of a
mutually agreed security paradigm for this re-
gion. I think both the U.S. and India can contrib-
ute to that.” China, presumably, is the main
country needing the “discipline” of a “security
paradigm” to which India and the U.S. can
“contribute.”

It doesn’t take a lot of analysis to recognise
that these ideas run counter to the new spirit so
evident in Asia. Taken together with other re-
cent shifts in Indian foreign policy, they suggest
India’s commitment to Asia may be less robust
than its commitment to the United States.

"



HK marches for peOple power

Surge in

streets
for right
to vote

Hong Kong, Dec. 4 (Reuters):
Tens of thousands marched in
Hong Kong today for the right
to directly elect their leaders
and to protest against a pack-
age of electoral reforms
pushed by the city’s chief ex-
ecutive and Beijing.

With organisers putting
the number of protesters at
quarter of a million, the
march could irritate China’s
Communist Party leaders and
embarrass Hong Kong chief
executive Donald Tsang.

Police said 40,000 people
gathered at the city’s Victoria
Park, but thousands more pro-
testers wearing “Hong Kong
loves democracy” stickers
joined as the march snaked be-
tween skyscrapers to govern-
ment offices.

A government spokesper-
son declined to comment on
the march and demands of or-
ganisers.

The protest evoked memo-
ries of July 2003, when an eco-
nomic slump and disaffection
with the then chief executive,
Tung Chee-hwa, drew half a
million people onto the streets
of the former British colony.

Tsang, who took over from
Tung this year, refuses to
budge on his reform propos-

Democracy protesters carrying ﬂags and a black banner rally for umversal suffrage in Hong Kong {Reuters)

als. Critics say the package is
inadeguate and sets no time-
table for universal suffrage,
which Hong Kong’s post-colo-
nial Constitution, the Basic
Law, allows for.

“Donald Tsang is a good le-
ader, but he’s only elected by
800 people, which means he
only has to please them,” said
Andrew Wong, 40. “I've broug-
ht my five-year-old daughter

here to teach her what democ-
racy is.”

Despite widespread calls
for full democracy, Beijing,
which regained control over
Hong Kong in 1997, has been
unwilling to let the territory
decide for itself when this sho-
uld come. Hong Kong’s chief
executive is anointed by Beiji-
ng and picked by a China-bac-
ked committee of 800 electors.
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Only half of the members of
its 60-seat legislature are di-
rectly elected.

The Tsang administrati-
on’s reform plan would double
the size of the chief executive
selection committee and add
10 seats to the legislative coun-
cil, five of which would be di-
rectly elected.

Walking among banners
that read “You want a clown or

a chief executive?” and “Op-
pose bird-cage political refo-
rm”, Paul Tsang, 83, said Hong
Kong lacked direction without
aplan for democracy.

“Early in the morning, you
wake up with a schedule, to eat
breakfast and do things duri-
ng the day,” the retired army
officer said.“It's ridiculo
to do something without a
schedule.” e

I
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e Rift over East Asia

summit A
N /
P. S. Suryanarayana \(\ P \(\

SINGAPORE: “Two groups” have
emerged among the 16 coun-
/g‘es, including India, which will
participate in the first-ever East
Asia Summit (EAS) in Kuala

{ Lumpur later this month.

/ This was indicated by Japa-

I nese Ambassador to Singapore,

| Taka-aki Kojima, on Friday.

! Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Kojima said the two groups were
“divided” over whether “the EAS
or the Association of South East
Asian Nations Plus Three
(ASEAN+3) should be the main
organ or primary organ for the
formation of the [proposed] East
Asia Community.”

The forum of ASEAN+3 com-
prises the 10 member-states of
the Association, China, Japan,
and South Korea. The 16 invitees
to the first EAS, which will be
hosted by Malaysia, are the
ASEAN+3, India, Australia, and
New Zealand. He said it was still
too early to predict the outcome
of the December 14 summit.
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“Hong | Kong’s peo

power’ comes to

ore

Unite To Pressurise China: Reforms Leader

Washington: Hong Kong
pro-democracy leader
Martin Lee said here on
Wednesday that citizens of
the former British colony
have no options but to use
“people power” in a bid to
pressure  Beijing for
greater freedom.

Ahead of a mass democ-
racy rally in Hong Kong on
Sunday, Lee blamed the
Chinese-administered ter-
ritory’s chief executive
Donald Tsang “for not re-
flecting the strong aspira-
tions of the people of
Hong Kong to Beijing.”
“The people of Hong Kong
have no other option but
to show solidarity by join-
ing together by taking
part in peaceful assembly
to voice our aspirations, to
let the Beijing leaders
know we really want and
deserve democracy,” Lee
told a public forum here.

Tsang had offeéred a re-
form plan but without a
timeframe for allowing
Hong Kong citizens to
elect their own leaders. He
has come under attack
from all 25 pro-democracy

legislators who have
vowed to vote the plan
down in December.

Successive polls have
shown public disquiet over
the government’s reform
proposals and a survey by
the Hong Kong Baptist
University suggests

THRE Thei =

turnout for the weekend
rally could be as high as
200,000 people.

Lee said Beijing was
“not going to be too suc-
cessful” in dampening the
street protests despite of-
fering an invitation to a
group of pro-democracy
opposition lawmakers to
meet a Chinese official on
the eve of the raily.

Hong Kong chlef
executive Donald
Tsang has urged
pro-democracy
fawmakers to support
modest election reforms

When Brltam handed
sovereignty of Hong Kong
back to China in 1997, the
post-colonial constitution,
or Basic Law, provided for
the eventual full democrat-
ic election of the territo-
ry’s leaders.

However, the timing of
the provision was hotly de-
bated and led to a political

TS|
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dispute between Hong
Kong democrats and com-
munist leaders in Beijing.
Beijing reinterpreted the
provision in April 2004 and
ruled out a swift transition
to full elections by 2007, ap-
parently fearing it could
spark political instability
in the rest of China.

US secretary of state
Condoleezza Rice, during
talks with Lee emphasised
“our conviction that the
people of Hong Kong
should determine the pace
and scope of political re-
form in accordance with
the Basic Law.” Rice also
told Lee “We support
democracy and universal
suffrage in Hong Kong.”

Lee urged the interna-
tional community to sup-
port the pro-democracy
movement in Hong Kong,
reminding them of their
backing of a 1984 Sino-
British declaration.

“Ideally, we don’t have to
take to the streets but let’s
be realistic. Democracy
doesn’t often fall from the
sky, it doesn’t find itself in
a silver platter. I think the
people of Hong Kong re-
alise that ultimately it is
for us to fight for democra-
cy although any help from
overseas is greatly appre-
ciated. It is important for
the people to know that we
are not fighting alone,” ,”
Lee said. are



~ North Korea calls Bush
wicked for praising South

Seoul (South Korea): North Korea de-8
nounced US President
George W Bush as a
“wicked man” compa-
rable to Adolf Hitler,
and labelled his advo-
cating democracy a
pretext for invading other countries.

“The US admonition for ‘freedom’
and ‘democracy’ is to invent pretexts
for violating sovereignty of other
countries and nations and establishing
its unchallenged domination over the
world,” the North’s official Korean
Central News Agency wrote late on
Monday.

Bush, addressing South Korea-based
US troops on Sunday during an Asian
tour, didn’t directly mention the North
but alluded to the communist nation as
he praised the capitalist South. South
Korea “is now a beacon of liberty that
shines across the most heavily armed
border in the world,” Bush said. “Itisa
light reaching to a land shrouded in

darkness.” C\\’ \§ ) r\"\u

“Together the United States and
(South Korea) have shown that the fu-
ture belongs to freedom, and one day
all Koreans will enjoy the blessings of
freedom,” he said. The North said
Bush'’s “reckless remarks would entail
adverse consequences in the process
for denuclearising the Korean Penin-
sula.” KCNA called Bush a “warlike
president” who “took the lead in advo-
cating state-sponsored terrorism” and
“openly defended murderous torture
in prisons”—which it claimed were
reminiscent of the Auschwitz concen-
tration camp.

“History proves that the ringleaders
of fascism that stood stern trials for
their crimes against humanity advo-
cated ‘freedom’ and ‘democracy’ more
noisily than any others,” KCNA wrote.
“This will only more glaringly reveal
his true colours as a wicked man
whom the world compares to fascist fa-
natic Hitler.” Agencies
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N. Korea raises curb

BEIJING: The latest round\oft e $ix-
party talks on the Korean nuclgar is-
sue ended with the Chairman’s §tate-
ment, which experts say signifies all
parties’ endeavour to translate com-
mitments into actions.

The first session of the talks, the
fifth since 2003, began on Wednes-
day and focused on “outlining details,
ways and procedures for the imple-
mentation” of the landmark joint
statement adopted at the fourth
round in September.

The Chairman’s statement said the
parties reaffirmed that they would
“fully” implement the joint state-
ment in line with the principle of
“commitment for commitment, ac-
tion for action”.

“The statement shows that the
talks have got a clearer focus and are
drawing closer to the actual actions,”

sal‘&( q‘m Jiangyong,
ternational studies
University.

China, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK), the U.S,,
the Republic of Korea (ROK), Russia
and Japan participated in the talks.

Benchmark

Chief U.S. negotiator Christopher
Hill described the talks as “achieving
benchmark,” saying the delegations
of China, ROK, Japan and Russia had
all made “good approaches and posi-
tive suggestions.” China shared with
other parties its “roadmap” on
Wednesday.

But the positions of the two pri-
mary actors, the DPRK and United
States, remained widely apart. “We
have raised very seriously the fi-
nancial sanctions which were im-

expert on in-
of Tsinghua

%vmth U.S.

posed by the U.S. on [North Korea],”
me Gye-Gwan, DPRK’s chief dele-
gate, told reporters.

Washington imposed sanctions in
October on some North Korean
companies.

“These kinds of sanctions are in
violation of the joint statement we
have adopted and is going to hinder
the implementation of the commit-
ment we have made,” Mr. Kim said.

Mr. Hill repeatedly told reporters
that DPRK did not stop running its
nuclear facilities after the landmark
joint agreement.

He reiterated the U.S. position
that the DPRK must abandon its
nuclear weapons and uranium en-
richment programmes at an earl
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New Round Opens in North
Korea Nuclear Talks

By Philip P. Pan
Washington Post Foreign Service
Wednesday, November 9, 2005; A24

BEIJING, Nov. 9 -- Delegates to six-nation talks 'z - g~
aimed at ending North Korea's nuclear weapons SALUTES
program opened a fifth round of negotiations

Wednesday with the task of working out how to g(l)lf‘l:'lhpo:r?i g’? 3.?;%

implement a disarmament pact signed in September.
went before us.

China's chief negotiator, Deputy Foreign Minister Wu
Dawel, began the session with an appeal for all parties
to be flexible "so that we will be able to work out an implementation plan that is acceptable to all sides
at an early date.”

But North Korea's official Korean Central News Agency said the government was "deeply concerned"
about the future of the talks because of a remark made by President Bush in Brazil on Sunday referring
to "a tyrant in North Korea."

Quoting a North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman, the agency condemned Bush's comments as a
"blatant violation" of the September agreement and said they "deprive us of any trust in the negotiators
of the U.S. side to the six-party talks."

The report underscored the differences between North Korea and the United States as their envoys and
those from four other nations -- China, Japan, South Korea and Russia -- sat down to continue
negotiations that began more than two years ago.

The last round ended in September with a general agreement in which North Korea promised to disarm
in exchange for aid, diplomatic recognition and security guarantees. It is the only written accord reached
by the negotiators.

But the deal left key disputes unresolved, including how and when the North Korean government of
Kim Jong Il would dismantle its nuclear program, how the other nations would verify the dismantling,
and when they would begin providing the North with the promised economic and diplomatic benefits.

Most notably, the parties agreed to discuss "at an appropriate time" providing North Korea with a light-
water nuclear reactor. The Bush administration has said the only appropriate time for such a discussion
would be after North Korea dismantled its nuclear facilities and allowed international inspections. But
North Korea has demanded the reactor be built before it disarms.

China has declared that the talks will adjourn after three days to let the officials attend an Asia-Pacific
economic forum in South Korea next week. Analysts and diplomats said little progress is expected; the

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/08/AR2005110801890 p... 1/31/2006
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parties planned to exchange proposals on how to proceed and resume discussions later this year.

Assistant Secretary of State Christopher R. Hill, the chief U.S. envoy, said the parties should first agree
on what specific steps North Korea must take to disarm, suggesting that the questions of what benefits it
would receive in return, and when, should be set aside.

But South Korea's chief delegate, Deputy Foreign Minister Song Min Soon, told reporters after a
meeting with his North Korean counterpart that the Pyongyang government wanted to discuss when it
would get the light-water reactor.

"North Korea is not going to give up its demand for a light-water reactor in this round and that it be
discussed first, before disarming," said Shen Dingli, an international relations expert at Fudan University
in Shanghai, who visited Pyongyang this year.

Last month, President Hu Jintao of China made a rare visit to Pyongyang and secured a promise from
Kim to press ahead with the talks. Chinese analysts with close ties to the government said high-level
visits between China and North Korea are usually accompanied by substantial packages of economic aid
to the North, and Hu is believed to have pledged a multi-year increase in aid during the trip.

The aid may have persuaded North Korea to return to the talks but could also take pressure off it to
make a deal. North Korea claims that its crippled economy is recovering. If true, analysts said, the North
might conclude that it can afford to drag out talks while continuing to develop nuclear arms.

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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Koreas to umte, at play

Kickoft at -
Asian Games

Seoul, Nov. 1 (Reuters): North
and South Korea agreed today
to compete as a single team for
the first time at the 2006 Asian
Games and at the 2008
Olympic Games in Beijing, a
South Korean official said.

North and South Korea
have been bitter ideological --
and sporting -- rivals for more
than 50 years and are gradual-
ly building closer relations
across the Demilitarised Zone.

“We had discussed making
a single team since we jointly
marched in such internation-
al events six times,” Baek
Sung-il, a spokesman for
South Korea’s Olympic Com-
mittee, said by telephone from
Macau.

‘As exchanges between
South and North Korea have
been progressing, the mood
was ripe for reaching such an
agreement.”

Both Koreas are taking
part in the East Asia Games in
Macau. They marched togeth-
er at that opening ceremony
and more notably at the Syd-
. hey and Athens Olympics, but
have not competed as one team
at such major events.

Baek said the two sides
would meet again in Kaesong,
a city just north of the Demili-
tarised Zone, on December 7 to
discuss the details of how to
form ajoint team.

Prior to the East Asia
Games in Macau, North Korea
suggested that the sports offi-

cials from the two Koreas try
and thrash out details of form-
ing joint teams on the side-
lines of the event, South
Korea’s Yonhap news agency
reported.

The selection process for
the joint team and its budget
have yet to be worked out, Yon-
hap cited South Korean sports
officials in Macau as saying.

The communist North and
capitalist South formed a sin-
gle table tennis team and a soc-
cer team in the 1990s but the
experiment did not continue.

At the 2004 Athens
Olympics, North Korea won
five medals while South Korea
won 30. Their joint total of
35 would have been good
enough for seventh on the
medals list between Japan and
France.

The games breakthrough
came as China proposed to
other parties in the six-way
talks on North Korea’s nuclear
programmes that they start a
next round of negotiations on
November 9, Kyodo news
agency said on Tuesday.

None of the participants
have raised objections to the
plan, although they differ over
how long the talks should last,
Kyodo said in a report.

The next round of six-
party talks among North and
South Korea, China, Japan,
Russia and the US had been ex-
pected to take place next week,
but no date has been set.

g
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THE WARM-UP: South and North Koreas walk together under a unification flag duri
the opening ceremony for the 4th East Asian Games in Macau on Saturday. (AFPg
|




“1t’s back to square one with Pyongyang

"ogist to understand US-North Korean diplo-
macy on nuclear weapons. The scene changes
as swiftly as ‘the sky over the ocean on a windy,
autumnal day. Small white clouds chase big dark
ones, The sea, ruffied by waves, changes from
green to.dark blue to almost black and soon §
the observer is lost in the shades of colour, .
unable to discern whether the day will turn
out good or bad.
One thing we should all agree on: the
. weather is worse than a decade ago when
President Bill Clinton, aided by the interven-
tion of former President Jimmy Carter, man- .
aged to negotiate with the late President Kim
Il Sung a nuclear freeze that probably
stopped North Korea from building a good
30 nucléar weapons; and South Korea
embarked on. its-so-called “sunshine” policy

wonsmﬁ you need to be a E:m.&:mm meteorol-

of political reconciliation. Early in its tenure,  Negotiators in Bejjing for the six-party talks over North Korea's

the Bush administration decided to throw the
Clinton agreement out of the window, and-
North Korea followed suit. Still, despite all the pos
turing by both sides since then, a nuclear winter has
been avoided. It séeraed all along that both North
Korea and the USA wanted an agreement. But
‘macho politics trumped common sense, until last
week when the outlines of a new deal appeared to
take shape. ‘

" But one key issue is holding up a finai accord. The
administration is balking at the North Korean
demand to build it two modern, non-plutonium-
producing, nuclear power plants: This is just non-
sensical, This was part of the original Clinton/Carter
deal, Soon-after the administration came to power,
it proudly sent a deputy assistant secretary of state
to be photographed standing by the half-builf reac-
tors. But at that time it looked as if secretary of state
Colin Powell had a fair chance of winning the inter-
nal battle with vice-president Dick Cheney not to
abort the Clinton deal.

The Republicans from the beginning have had-a

world view

f\e
IONATHAN POWER "\

crisis on 13 September. — PTI

powerful internal lobby out to sabotage all deals. A

Republican-controlled Congress made it often
impossible for the Clinton administration to honour
the deal in the way it was conceived, Promised oil
deliveries and food supplies were repeatedly
delayed at Congress’ instigation. The Republicans
forced Mr Clinton to break his promise to end sanc-
tions, delaying action on this until 1999 when they
were only partially lifted. There was the blockage on *
talking about ways to help North Korea with outside
electricity supplies from the-South, to tide over until -
the new reactors were built. Not least, there was a .
slowdown on the building of the new reactors. By
2002, construction was five years behind schedule.
The slowdowns persuaded North Korea to ratch-
et up confrontation. Confrontation, they obviously
decided, was the only way to get resulfs. Whether it
was digging an enormous hole than convinced the
CIA the North was about to test nuclear triggers
(wrongly as it turned out, after paying a huge.sum to

.

be allowed to inspect it). Or test flying a long-range
rocket over Japan, which was what persuaded
Congress finally to ease the economic embargo.
All these delaying tactics of the Republican
Congress in Mr Clintonis time were then subsumed
into the active hostility of the Cheney-John
Bolton-George Bush policy of the “axis of
evil”, :
| General Powell was pushed aside and
Washington lgant on Seoul to slow down its
policy of political reconciliation and prohibit-
ed it from keeping a promiise to send electric-
ity to the North. .
| For those few who watched the changing
| weather pattern in the North, it came as no
big surprisc that in 2002 Pyongyang decided
to abrogate the 1994 agreement and take its
plutonium-producing plant out of mothballs,
in order, it said, to provide much needed

nuclear  electricity from its own resources. It is also

argued — “though this is disputed” — that
the North threatened to build as well an
enriching plant capable of producing weapons-
grade uranium. In September, last year Pyongyang
told the UN that it had built a number of nuclear
weapoas. 1t has taken us all this time to get back to
squar< two. Thanks to some clever Chinese diplo-
macy, both sides have agreed on the framework of
a new deal. But still Washington demands that it will
only take a new look at the building of civilian
nuclear power generating plants once Pyongyang
agrees to return to membership of the nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty and agree to the safeguards of
the International Atomic Energy Agency. .
To get 1o square one, Washington will have to
take one more jump and join each side’s demands

as a package deal, and quickly too. So much time

has been wasted in useless and unproductive pos-

turing. What has been gained? Nothing, except that

the even more complicated negotiations with Iran,
a potentiaty much more dangerous adversary, has
been made more difficult,

i
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China using clou; to seal
North Korea nticlear - deal

By Jal Taraporevala/TNN Q) S\&“V
he visit of Chinese President Hu Jin-

I tao to North Korea is significant both

in terms of timing and substance.
Coming as it does shortly before the re-
sumption of six-party talks on North Ko-
rea’s nuclear programme in early Novem-
ber and the trip of US President George
Bush to China, the visit is an effort to begin
the process of giving concrete shape to the
agreement in principle reached
in Beijing in September to dis-
mantle Pyongyang’s N-
weapons. In substantive terms,
the importance of the visit lies
in the point that China is the
only nation which has some in-
fluence with the North Korean
regime of Kim Jong I1.

How much behind-the-scenes
pressure Beijing will exert on
Pyongyang is debatable given
the ambivalence which charac-
terises the former’s stand on the
subject. On the one hand, China is seeking
to counter the assertive unilateralism un-
derlying US foreign policy and the leader-
ship in Beijing will calculate that the Bush
administration (on account of
its growing pre-occupations
with Iraq and Iran) is not in a po-
sition to substantially turn up
the heat on North Korea. Be-
sides, Beijing will use the poten-
tial leverage it has with Pyongyang as a tac-
tical counter in its bilateral relations with
Washington.

On the other hand, however, a de-escala-

THE TIMES CF iNL

tion of tensions on the North Korean nu-
clear question will make it harder for the
US toraise its military presence in the area.
It will also create greater economic oppor-
tunities for China in the Asia-Pacific region
which, in turn, could give it greater politi-
cal mileage in the future. On balance, there-
fore, although Beijing will urge Pyongyang
to keep the six-party talks on track, it is un-
likely to place much pressure on the latter

NEWS
ANALYSIS

at this stage.

Beijing will use the potential leverage it has with
Pyongyang as a tactical counter in its bilateral
relations with Washington

China also has other tactical reasons not
to use its fuel and food deliveries to North
Korea as bargaining chips to get Pyongyang
to demonstrate greater flexibility in the on-
going nuclear negotiations. Af-
ter all, several key issues re-
main to be resolved in order to
give tangible form to last
month’s six-party deal on North
Korea’s nuclear programme.
These include the Kim regime’s demand for
a light-water reactor, US financial and secu-
rity guarantees to North Korea and the de-
tails of the inspections process. //



S Korea does a China on Japan

TOKYO, Oct. 27. — South
Korea’s foreign minister
today began talks with
Japanese officials in Tokyo
amid a diplomatic row over
Japanese Prime Minister
Mr Junichiro Koizumi’s
visit to a controversial war
shrine earlier this month.
Foreign minister Mr Ban
Ki-moon arrived in Tokyo
late today and met with his
counterpart Mr Nobutaka
Machimura. In a vein simi-
lar to China, the South
Korean minister criticised

\
The South Koreanlo

Y

ple were dlsnlusmned by

Mr Koizumi’s visit to Yasukuni, says Seoul

the Japanese leader’s visit
at the start of the talks, but
said he was in Japan to dis-
cuss efforts to persuade
North Korea to halt its
nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, as well as plans
for the Asia-Pacific Econo-
mic Cooperation leaders’
summit next month.

“The South Korean peo-
ple were disillusioned by

Mr Koizumi’s visit to Yasu-
kuni. But my visit to Japan
has been realised despite a
very tense atmosphere,”
Mr Ban told reporters.

The Japanese minister
answered that he looked
forward to candid discus-
sions. Mr Ban was to meet
with Mr Koizumi tomor-
row before returning to
Seoul on Saturday.

Relations between the
two countries have deterio-
rated since Mr Koizumi’s

17 October visit to Yasu- !

kuni Shrine.

In another development,
the South Korean minister
added that a visit by Pre-
sident Mr Roh Moo-hyun to
Tokyo later this year was
unlikely. Mr Roh’s office has
said a Seoul-Tokyo summit
before the end of this year
would be difficuit
there is a significant change
in the situation”. — AP

s
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U.S. brushes off

N. Korean dem

and

“Pyongyang's stance will not derail accord"

Steven R. Weisman

WASHINGTON: The Bush administration
on Tuesday brushed off a demand from
North Korea for a light water nuclear
reactor, saying that the accord an-
nounced in Beijing on Monday left it
clear that the North must abandon its
nuclear arms programme before such a
matter can be discussed.

“I think we will not get hung up on
this statement,” said Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, referring to a com-
ment from North Korea that it would
continue to insist on getting a reactor
up front, as a price for agreeing to the
Beijing deal.

“We will stick to the text of the Beij-
ing statement, and I believe we can
make progress if everybody sticks to
what was actually agreed to,” Ms. Rice
added, at a news briefing with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. Mr.
Lavrov said, “we shouldn’t rely on oral
statements” from North Korea or oth-
ers.

Guides to discussion

The Beijing agreement laid out a set
of principles to guide discussions,
which are scheduled to resume in No-
vember. The United States hailed the
part of the accord in which North Korea
agreed to abandon “all nuclear weap-
ons and existing nuclear programmes”
and submit to international inspec-
tions.

In return, the United States agreed
to join its four partners — Russia, Ja-
pan, South Korea and China — in pro-
viding security guarantees and
economic incentives over time, accord-
ing to the principle of “commitment for
commitment, action for action.”

Despite the efforts of American and
other top officials to be positive about
the Beijing agreement, the exchange
about the nuclear reactor appeared to
show that a wide gap remained between

Ciive

North Korea and, on the other side, the
United States and its partners, on the
very question that had stymied the
talks for weeks.

In recent talks, North Korea had de-
manded a light water reactor for its
energy needs, of the sort promised in
1994 in return for an earlier agreement
to freeze its nuclear programmes. But
some experts who examined the Beij-
ing accord said the problem of the light
water reactor would come back to
haunt the negotiators. —New York
Times News Service

Dangerous policy,
says Pyongyang

PYONGYANG: The Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
on Wednesday condemned the
United States for its “dangerous
attempt” to disarm the DPRK and
stifle it with nuclear weapons.

According to the official news-
paper Rodong Sinmun, the U.S.
Department of Defence on Sep-
tember 10 published a “draft doc-
trine for  joint  nuclear
operations,” under which the field
army commanders may ask the
U.S. President to allow the use of
nuclear weapons in emergency
cases for mounting a pre-emptive
attack on an enemy’s weapons of
mass destruction and dangerous
conventional weapons.

It said the U.S. doctrine is a
dangerous attempt to drastically
widen the scope of using nuclear
weapons and thus justify its pre-
emptive use of nuclear weapons in
any region and country. — Xinhua
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P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: The Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
on Tuesday affirmed that it
would re-accede to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and the safeguards under the
auspices of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
“immediately” upon receiving
light-water reactors from the
United States.

The DPRK’s statement was
seen in the regional diplomatic
circles as possibly the first sign
of shadow-boxing over the in-
terpretations of the six-party
‘tatement on the peaceful denu-
clearisation of the Korean pen-

“insula. The Joint Statement was

issued in Beijing on Monday fol-
lowing the conclusion of the
fourth round of parleys among
the United States, the DPRK,
China as the host, South Korea,
Japan and Russia.

Pyongyang’s new statement
was monitored in Seoul, a tradi-
tional listening post for matters
concerning the DPRK.

In the monitored statement, a
spokesman of the DPRK’s For-
eign Ministry told the country’s
official news agency as follows:
“As clarified in the Joint State-
ment, we will return to the NPT
and sign the Safeguards Agree-
ment with the IAEA and [also]
comply with it immediately up-
on the U.S’ provision of light-
water reactors, a basis of confi-
dence-building, to us.”

Direct linkage
The DPRK’s move of drawing

North Korea's nuclear ,
agreement hits a snag -

Pyongyang insists on receiving light-water reactors from U.S.

Light-water nuclear reactor

North Korea is demanding a light-water nuclear reactor to generate
electricity as part of a deal to scrap its atomic weapons programmes. The
uranium fuel for this type of reactor D enriched to 2.5-3.5% D will not make

a bomb; enrichment to over 90% is needed for weapons applications

H Coolant loop:
Superheated water
carries heat to steam
generator

Source: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

© GRAPHIC NEWS

such a direct linkage was vari-
ously seen by regional diplomats
as either an effort by Pyongyang
to soft-pedal its way to fulfilling
the commitments it made under
the Joint Statement or, perhaps,
a matter of back-tracking.
Japanese Foreign Minister
Nobutaka Machimura empha-
sised that there could be difficul-
ties in implementing the Joint
Statement, while South Korea’s
Unification Minister Chung
Dong-young took the line that

the issues of interpretation
could be discussed and sorted
out before the commencement
of the fifth round, slated for
November.

The issues arising out of the
DPRK’s statement were wheth-
er Pyongyang should first rejoin
the NPT and subject itself to the
IAEA safeguards before the oth-
er five parties could “discuss”
the issue of providing a light-
water reactor or whether these
two aspects should be imple-

mented simultaneously. In
Tuesday’s statement, the DPRK
pointedly spoke about the actual
provision of light-water reactors
(in plurality) by the U.S., while
the Joint Statement was about
discussing the issue in recogni-
tion of Pyongyang’s right to the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy,
diplomatic observers noted. In
addition, the DPRK now project-
ed the actual provision of light-
water reactors as a confidence-
building measure.
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_“PYONGYANG WANTS REACTORS

E

RE DISARMAMENT

~ North Korea flip-flop

BEIJING, Sept. 20. —
North Korea jeopardised a
six-country deal on giving
up its nuclear arms just one
day after it was struck by
vowing today to keep the
weapons until Washington
provides civilian atomic
reactors.

South Koreans read the
news about the six-way
talks on North Korea’s
nuclear programme in
Seoul yesterday. North
Korea will not give up its
nuclear weapons until the
United States provides
civilian atomic reactors,
Pyongyang said on Tuesday
in a statement that signifi-
cantly undermined a deal
reached just a day earlier.
The headline reads “North
Korea, abandon all of
nuclear weapons and pro-

grammes.” The six coun-

tries, including Russia, had
agréed on Monday to a set

of principles on winding up -

Pyongyang’s nuclear pro:
grams in return for aid and
recognition of its right to a
civilian nuclear program.
The six agreed to discuss
providing a light-water
reactor “at an appropriate
time.” ,

Analysts- noted that the
North had backtracked on
seemingly rock-solid posi-
tions before, and so the

Ly

Mr Song Min-soon, South Korean deputy foreign minister, arrives at

the Incheon International Airport, on Tuesday. — AFP

deal was not yet dead. _-'whét they’re doing is nego-

“They've chosen the appro-
priate time to discuss it as
now,” said Mr Peter Hayes,
a North Korea expert at the
Royal Melbourne Institute

tiating. They're putting out
a maximal position.” The

“North’s foreign ministry

statement could be mostly
aimed at its own people,

Shigemura, a professor at
Waseda University in Tokyo
and an expert on North
Korea.

The US state department
said the North's views, set
out in a long statement, did
not match the agreement
signed in Beijing. China
asked all sides to fulfil their
promises. Seoul said it
would take the lead role in
bridging the gap between
the US and North Korean
views. Japan saw a possible
negotiating ploy.

“We must watch North
Korea closely to see if there
is really a fundamental dif-
ference on that point,”
Japanese Chief Cabinet
spokesman Hiroyuki
Hosoda told reporters. “If
we are completely at odds,
that will mean going back
to the beginning, But we do
not believe that is the case.”

While official reaction to
the end of the fourth
round of talks had been
upbeat, skeptics had
already said the deal was
long on words, vague on
timing and sequence, and

of - Technology. “I think said - Mr  Toshimitsu short on action.
N 4.
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Japan, South Korea hail
China's decisive role

Tokyo happy over accord, promises to normalise ties with N

P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: While praising China
for its decisive role in bringing
about a breakthrough at the six-
party talks on the denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean peninsula,
South Korea and Japan on Mon-
day emphasised the windows of
opportunity that the accord
opened up for the normalisation
of their ties with Pyongyang.

In Seoul, South Korean Presi-
dent Roh Moo-hyun hailed the
“epoch-making” accord, while
Unification Minister Chung
Dong-young said “peace talks
[with the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea] will be at-
tempted at an appropriate time”
now. These bilateral talks are re-
quired for a peace treaty be-
tween the two Koreas, which
still remain “technically” at war,
it was clarified.

However, the  Minister
claimed that the latest accord
was an “accomplishment of
South Korean diplomacy” as
well, with Seoul’s offer of mas-
sive electricity supplies to the
DPRK being a factor that facil-
itated the deal.

The Japanese Foreign Minis-
try said its chief delegate had as-
sured the others at the six-party
talks that Tokyo would “make
utmost efforts” for normalising
ties with Pyongyang. Tokyo was
pleased with the passage in the
joint statement issued in Beijing
about the DPRK’s willingness to
undertake steps in this regard in
association with Japan.

Russia welcomes move

MOSCOW: Russia on Monday wel-
comed the outcome of Beijing
talks saying the joint docume
gave hope for the ultimate goal
of a nuclear-free Korean Penin-

orea

BREAKING THE ICE: U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill (left) shakes
hands with North Korea’s chief negotiator Kim Gye Gwan (right) as South Korean
Deputy Foreign Minister Song Min-soon looks on at the Diaoyutai State Guest
House in Beijing, on Monday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

sula, the Foreign Ministry said.

“The most important part of
this document is Pyongyang’s
commitment to abandon nucle-
ar weapons, all existing nuclear
programmes and return, at an
early date, to the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and to the
supervision of the International
Atomic Energy Agency,” the
Ministry said.

Russia’s atomic chief said his
country was ready to build a nu-
clear power station for North
Korea. Federal Atomic Energy
Agency chief Alexander Ru-

myantsev said the offer was in
line with the agreement reached
in Beijing. Mr. Rumyantsev said
such assistance could involve
construction of a nuclear power
station in North Korea.

Positive step, says Bush

North Korea’s pledge is a
“positive step,” but a “verifiable
process” will be needed to en-
sure Pyongyang adheres to its
promise, said U.S. President Ge-
orge W. Bush in Washington on
Monday. “It was a positive step
yesterday,” Mr. Bush said of the

North Korean pledge. “Five na-
tions have spoken and said it is
not in the world’s interest that
North Korea have a nuclear
weapon,” Mr. Bush told report-
ers.

“Now there’s a way forward.
And part of the way forward is
for the North Koreans to under-
stand that we’re serious about
this and that we expect there to
be a verifiable process,” he said.

“The question is, over time,
will all parties adhere to the
agreement?” Mr. Bush said. —
Xinhua, AP, PTI
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Beijing, Sept. 18 (Reuters):
Monday loomed as make-or-
break day in prolonged but
still deadlocked North Korean
nuclear talks after the top US
envoy said he would leave Bei-
jing at the end of the day.

Parties at the talks involv-
ing the two Koreas, the US,
Japan, Russia and China have
been poring over a draft state-
ment presented by China
today.

It was thought to recognise
in principle North Korea’s
right to nuclear energy, a posi-
tion that Washington, backed
by Japan, has up to now been
against.

Japanese chief negotiator
Kenichiro Sasae said the dele-
gates were studying the draft
but he would not give details.

“I believe there is a possi-
bility of reaching an agree-
ment,” he said.

“Talks are in the direction
of advancing now more than
they were yesterday... The Chi-
nese side presented a proposal
in line with present views
from each country and each
country is studying it now.”

US chief negotiator

B %

N Korea nuke
" talks hop

Christopher Hill sald\he ex-
pected to fly home from talks
in Beijing after a full plenary
meeting tomorrow morning,
and yet he still held out
the possibility of an agree-
ment.

“I can’t say at this point
how this is going to end up or
whether we are optimistic or
pessimistic, except to say that
I don’t think it is going to go
much beyond tomorrow
morning,” he said. “I know
that I expect to be leaving to-
morrow afternoon.”

He described the China
draft as an effort to bridge the
differences over Communist
North Korea, whose official
name is the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK). “I think it is a good
deal for everybody, especially
for the DPRK, which does have
alongroadto travel,” Hill said.

Three previous rounds and
a marathon 13-day, fourth-rou-
nd session have failed to brea-
ch animpasse in the crisis that
erupted in October 2002 when
the US accused North Korea of
possessing a clandestine nu-
clear programme,

Ay
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1N Korea sticks
ot N-plan,
y¥wants to o
- “resume talks \

Seoul: North Korea has
proposed to China that six-
nation talks on the elimina-
tion of its nuclear weapons
programme resume on Sep-
tember 13, according to
news reports on Tuesday.
But the country appeared to
be sticking to its demand
for a peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme, a Kkey sticking
point in the international
disarmament talks that
broke off for a recess last
month.

“We will continue to con-
duct ceaseless and dynamic
peaceful nuclear activities
for the economic construc-
tion and the improvement
of the standard of people’s
living,” said a commentary
in the Rodong Sinmun, car-
ried by the North’s official
Korean Central News
Agency. Rodong Sinmun is
the official newspaper of
North Korea’s ruling Work-
ers’ Party “Our nuclear
power facilities have been
built on decades of belt-
tightening of our people.
Our people’s sweat and
blood is in those facilities. It
is unimaginable for us to
give this up without an al-
ternative,” the commentary
said.

The commentary urged
the US “to admit our right
to a peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme, and take a fair
stance to resolve the nu-
clear crisis.” The North de-
layed the meeting by two
weeks in anger over US-
South Korean military exer-
cises and Washington'’s ap-
pointment of a special en-
voy on North Korea’s hu-
man rights. ap



Of time and tactlcs
over DPRK n-isstue.

Talks on course despite the dela%

P. S. Suryanarayana \e\q z
SINGAPORE: The six-party
talks on the “de-nuclearisa-
tion of Korean peninsula”
have not gone off course, de-
spite the delay in the com-
mencement of the “second
phase” of the fourth round.
This is clear from the latest
statement from China, the
host, on the re-scheduling of
these talks.

When the talks were ad-
journed over three weeks
ago, the parties — the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK), the United
States, China, South Korea,
Japan and Russia - agreed
to begin the second phase
sometime during ‘the week
of August 29.”

The re-scheduling, with-
out a specific date set as yet,
followed another spell of in-
tensive diplomatic efforts
by China.

It is in this context that
the chief Chinese delegate,
Wu Dawei, has noted that
the time being spent, during
the current inter-session
period, to narrow the differ-
ences and evolve “consen-
sus” should also be seen as
part of the negotiating proc-
ess.

While the Chinese view
reflects the ground reality,
instead of being a platitude,

>
W\

the nuanced views of othe:
key players are also in focus
behind the scenes.

Japan tends to believe
that the resumption of talks
will be meaningful only if
there is progress, during this
inter-session period, on
whether or not the DPRK
can be allowed to pursue a
civilian nuclear-energy pro-
gramme under suitable “in-
ternational safeguards.”

The riddle is central to
the sovereign rights of the
DPRK, even if it were to
agree now to return to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) regime and
dismantle its atomic-weap-
ons programme(s), accord-
ing to Asia-Pacific
diplomats.

Defending the proposi-
tion that the DPRK should
dismantle all its nuclear fa-
cilities, irrespective of their
end-uses, the chief U.S. del-
egate, Christopher Hill, has
sarcastically remarked that
Pyongyang, in the past, “had
trouble keeping peaceful en-
ergy peaceful!”

A defence-diplomat from
the West said “it is politics
as usual” for the DPRK to
cite the annual U.S.-South
Korean military exercises as
a new irritant that could
hold up the resumption of
six-party talks.




Nuke talks hit compens ation wall

\
ASSOCIATED Press \\\%
Beijing, July 31
NORTH KOREA'S demands for
what it should receive in ex-
change for abandoning its nu-
clear weapons program snarled
talks on Sunday on a draft agree-
ment at international disarma-
ment negotiations.

Deputy leaders of the six dele-
gations spent five hours dis-
cussing a Chinese-drafted pro-
posal, a South Korean official
said on condition of anonymity
due to the ongoing talks. But the
negotiations ended their sixth
day without an agreement and
South Korea’s main nuclear en-
voy said more consultations
were planned on Monday.

South Korean deputy foreign
minister Song Min-soon said

talks on Sunday focused on
“what corresponding measures
other parties will take” in return
for an agreement by the North to
dismantle its nuclear weapons
programme.

The North has demanded con-
cessions such as security guar-
antees and aid from Washington
before it eliminates its weapons
program, while the US wants to
see the arms destroyed first. The
North has also insisted that it be
allowed to run a peaceful nuclear
power program, something
Washington objects to out of pro-
liferation concerns.

“We are trying to come up with
an agreed statement which con-
tains all the key points that have
been discussed so far, but how
long it will take remains to be
seen,” Song said. No details of the
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draft agreément have been re-
leased, but a Japanese news re-
port said it called for North Korea
to abandon its nuclear weapons
programs and other programs
that could potentially produce
such arms. The draft also ad-
dresses normalisation of US and
Japanese relations with the
North, Kyodo News agency re-
ported, citing an anonymous sou-
rce at the talks. The Japanese side
is dissatisfied with the draft be-
cause it fails to include a mention
of its citizens the North has ad-
mitted to kidnapping, Kyodo said.

The chief US envoy, assistant
secretary of state Christopher
Hill, earlier said the Chinese
draft proposed Saturday was a
“good basis” for future negotia-
tions. No end date for the talks
has been set, and Hill said Sun-

,
‘&
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day that “it’s going to take a
while.” He noted that the process
requires translating texts into
the five languages of the six na-
tions at the talks: Chinese, Eng-
lish, Japanese, Korean and Russ-
ian. “I want to caution everyone
that it’s a lot of work to look at a
document and go line by line by
line,” Hill said. “Things are mov-
ing, we have to see how it goes.”

The current round of disar-
mament talks with North Korea,
which began on Tuesday in Bei-
jing, has lasted the longest since
such talks began in 2003. The
three earlier rounds had lasted
about three days each. North Ko-
rea’s foreign minister has re-
peated that the communist na-
tion could rejoin the NPT and
admit international inspectors if
the talks are successful.

P
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~Seoul proposes
“two pillars”

S

solution * ..~

Delegates take part in plenar.y“ mgetinq

BENING: The Republic of Korea
proposed a “two pillars” solu-
tion to the Korean nuclear is-
sue, said a member of the
country’s delegation here on
Wednesday.

The official, unwilling to re-
veal his name, said the proposal
was made by Song Min-soon,
head of the ROK delegation and
deputy Foreign Minister, in a
keynote speech at the plenary
meeting held on Wednesday.
Mr. Song was quoted as saying
the talks should result in a doc-
ument such as acommon decla-
ration.

The “two pillars” refer to the
promise on the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) side to give up its nu-
clear programme and a promise
by the other five parties to nor-
malise their relations with it,
provide security guarantee and
economic cooperation.

He said the ROK delegation
said the common document
should take “words for words
and action for action” as a pre-
condition and all the sides
should carry out the measures
they have agreed on in order to
show the principle of acting
simultaneously.

Call for political courage

Chinese delegation head Wu
Dawei called on all sides to
seize opportunities, meet chal-
lenges and work together with
their utmost political courage
to create a better future for

2 8 JuL 2nd
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Asia. Mr. Wu, also China’s Vice
Foreign Minister, said the nego-
tiators stated their stand and
advanced opinions on how to
achieve denuclearisation of the
Korean Peninsula. :

They reiterated that they !
would adhere to the goal of de-
nuclearisation and to dialogues
for a peaceful resolution.

“They agreed to, on the basis
of the results achieved in the
previous three rounds of talks,
continue in-depth discussions,
give earnest considerations to
the concerns and stances of the
other parties, and work togeth-
er for positive progress in the
ongoing talks,” he said.

Through a series of one-to-
one meetings, the six parties ex-
changed views in a candid and
in-depth way and enhanced
mutual understanding, said the
Chinese delegation head. The
talks are a process of “seeking
common points while reserving
differences, reducing differ-
ence, accumulating consensus
and creating peace.” — Xinhua |
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ﬁlvoys réich for North
%mKorea nuke talks

BELJ ING, July 25. — The USA and North
Korea today held their first bilateral par-
leys since Pyongyang agreed to re-join the
six-party talks on its contentious nuclear
programme, with Washington saying it was
trying to make “some real progress” in the
fresh round beginning here tomorrow.
The rare one-on-one meeting between
head of the US delegation Mr Christopher
Hill and his North Korean counterpart Mr

agreed to rejoin the six-nation tu%
USA assured its sovereignty.

Mr Hill said that the purpose of the bilat-
eral meetings was to “make sure we're all
in agreement that we need to make some
real progress.” The six parties attending
talks gathered for the first time today for a
meeting with the foreign minister of the
host country China on the eve of the cru-
cial parleys here. Mr Li Zhaoxing will hold
a banquet after the meeting with chief
negotiators of North Korea, USA, Japan,

Kim Kye-Gwan was held at ihe Diaoywtai—South Korea, Russia and China at the

state guest house here, the venue for the
new round of six-party talks, which also
involves Japan, South Korea, China and
Russia. <~
~The meeting lasted about 75 minutes,
the official Xinhua news agency reported.

“I want to stress these are not negotia-
tions. We are just trying to get acquainted,
to review how we see things coming up and
compare notes,” Mr Hill told reporters
before the talks started.

Today’s meeting between Mr Hill and
Mr Kim was the first since they met in
Beijing on 9 Tuly during which Pyongyang

Diaoyutai state guest house. The fourth
round of in-camera talks is scheduled to
begin here at 630 a.m (IST) tomorrow. The
talks are to be attended by the US assistant
secretary of state Mr Christopher Hill,

North Korean vice-foreign minister, Mr
Kim Kye-gwan, South Korean deputy for-
eign minister, Mr Song Min-soon, Chinese
vice foreign minister, Mr Wu Dawei, direc-
tor general of Asia and Oceanian Affairs
Bureau of Japanese foreign ministry, Mr,
Sasae. Kenichiro and Russian deputy for-
eign minister, Mr Alexander Alexeyev.

North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Mr Kim Gye Gwan (L) looks at US Assistant Secretary of State Mr
Christopher Hill (R} at a welcome banquet for the negotiators of the six-party talks, held by Chinese
Foreign Minister Mr Li Zhaoxing at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beifing, today. The fourth round of

the talks on North Korea's nuclear programme will take p|ace tomorrow in the Chinese capital, —

~ AFP

CETATESMA



“Koreans hold

parleys ahead of
six-party talks +*

No time limit has been set

BEIJING: With the Russian dele-
gation arriving in Beijing on
Monday morning, all the six
parties involved have gathered
in the Chinese capital for the
new round of talks on the Ko-
rean peninsula’s nuclear issue
slated to open on Tuesday.

China, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s  Republic of Korea
(DPRK), the United States,
Russia, the Republic of Korea
(ROK) and Japan will start the
fourth round of talks on Tues-
day morning at the Diaoyutai
state guesthouse in central-
western Beijing, the venue for
the previous three rounds of
talks.

Consenus on issues

Shortly after their arrival, the
delegations started holding bi-
lateral meetings to coordinate
stances. The two Korean dele-
gations held a 100-minute
meeting on Sunday and reached
consensus on “many issues,” in-
cluding forging a framework for
the denuclearisation on the Ko-
rean peninsula,

The U.S. delegation confer-
red with the ROK and Japanese
delegations respectively on
Monday, and held bilateral
talks with the DPRK delegation
on Monday afternoon. The
ROK and Japanese delegations
also met on Monday afternoon.

Upon its arrival in Beijing,
the Russian delegation headed
directly to the DPRK embassy
in Beijing, and exchanged opin-
ions with the DPRK delegation
on the upcoming talks.

The DPRK delegation, head-
ed by Vice-Foreign Minister
Kim Kye-gwan, and the Russian
delegation led by Deputy For-
eign Minister Alexander Alex-
eyev, arrived here on Friday

WT popt
b

= Al teams in Beijing

¢ Bilateral meetings on
= U.S. firm on talks

afternoon and Monday morn-
ing respectively.

Laying the foundation

The ROK delegation, led by
Deputy Foreign Minister Song
Min-soon, arrived here on Sat-
urday morning. “During the up-
coming talks, we will make
every effort to lay a foundation
for solving the nuclear issue,”
Mr. Song Min-soon said upon
his arrival.

The U.S. delegation, headed
by Assistant Secretary of State
Christopher Hill, arrived here
on Sunday. Mr. Hill told report-
ers that the United States is “ve-
ry much committed” to the
fourth round of six-party talks,
and that he wouldn’t expect this
to be the last set of negotiations.

Sasae Kenichiro, director
general of the Asia and Ocean-
ian Affairs Bureau of the Japa-
nese Foreign Ministry, who
headed the Japanese delega-
tion, told reporters that Japan
would work with the other par-
ties to promote the talks to
make progress. No time limit
has been set for the multilateral
talks, demonstrating all parties’
determination to achieve some
progress in the talks. New pro-
gress should be made and the
Korean peninsula nuclear issue
should be resolved through the
six-nation talks, said Foreign
Minister Li Zhaoxing at the wel-
coming banquet the Chinese
side held here Monday evening.
— Xinhua
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“Taiwan: China General warns
of N-attack if US intrude,s.ﬂ

JOSEPH KAHN q% < was under internal pre&s

BEUING,JULY 15 ,, |

CHINA should use nuclear
weapons against the US if the
American military intervenes
in any conflict over Taiwan, a
senior Chinese military offi-
cial has said.

“If the Americans draw
their missiles and position-
guided ammunition at the tar-
get zone on China’s territory, I
think we will have to respond
with nuclear weapons,” Major
General Zhu Chenghu said at
an official briefing.

Zhu stressed that his com-
ments were his personal views
and not official policy. But in
extensive comments to a visit-
ing delegation of correspon-
dents based in Hong Kong,
Zhu said he believed China

change its often-stated “no

P first use” policy on nuclear

weapons and to make clear
that it would employ the most
powerful weapons it has, to
defend its claim over Taiwan.

The Pentagon is preparing a
report on the Chinese military
that some experts say will warn
that China could emerge as its
strategic rival.

Beijing has said repeatedly
that it would use military
force to prevent Taiwan

from becoming a formally

independent country. But
Zhu’s comments suggest
that some elements in it’s
military are prepared to
widen the conflict.

President Bush has made it
clear that the US would de-
fend Taiwan. —NYT
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O Yenfor Pyongyang ¢ v
SOUTH KOREAS offer last Monday to

supply a vast amount of electrical power
to/the North — in return for Pyongyang
mantling its nuclear weapons pro-
ramme — brings fresh hope to efforts to
esolve the crisis on the Korean peninsu-
la. Seoul proposes to string powerlines
across the tense border and distribute up
to 2,000 MW of electricity to the energy-
starved regions inside the North. With
the North desperately looking for power
to run its homes and factories, the Kim
Jong Il regime would be well advised to
accept Seoul’s overture.

The announcement comes on the heels
of developments that could have compli-
cated the Pyongyang’s agreement to re-

join the six-nation disarmament talks lat-
er this month, involving the US, the two
Koreas, Russia, China and Japan. Tokyo
insists on making the long-festering is-
sue of North Korea’s abduction of Japan-
ese citizens decades ago part of the nego-
tiations, but this is opposed by China and
~South Korea. But Seoul has done well not
tolet such issues hijack the all-important

negotiations, which broke down last year
when North Korea pulled out saying it
was stockpiling atomic weapons to de-
fend itself from the US. Since then, it had
denounced all efforts to multilateralise
the issue, playing mind games by with-
drawing from negotiations indefinitely,
but not abandoning them conipletely.
This was a tactic to win economic in-

centives from Seoul and Beijing to coax it

back to the negotiating table and dilute
US demands for the complete disman-
tling of North’s nuclear programme. In
fact, North Korea’s nod to sit at the round
table probably has a lot to do with Wash-
ington’s allegation that it sold enriched
uranium to Libya. For this undermines
Pyongyang’s claim that its nuclear arse-
nal is defensive, and could escalate its
row with the US to a dangerous new lev-
el. Hopefully, the offer from Seoul will call
the North’s bluff, taking away the fig leaf
of civilian power production that Py-
ongyang has used to cover its secretive
nuclear weapons programme, and make
the next round of talks more meaningful.
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a’l bilateral irritants in the Sino-US

may not make any headway

By Jal Taraporevala/TNN

he assertion by US secre-

tary of state Condoleezza

Rice that China will have
to step up pressure on North Ko-
rea if progress is to be made in
the six-party nuclear talks
which begin on July 25 after a
gap of 13 months has highlight-
ed the competing pulls that Bei-
jing is having to balance on this
issue,

China’s cautious approach has
been partly shaped by the politi-
co-strategic objective of counter-
ing growing US assertiveness in
the Asia-Pacific region and forg-
ing closer links with the Roh
Moo-hyun administration in
Seoul which supports the policy
of constructive engagement
with Pyongyang.

Beijing will calculate that
there are several reasons which

relationship, including the issues
of trade, Taiwan and human
rights. This being so, Beijing will
continue to use the question of
North Korea’s nuclear programme
as a tactical counter in negotia-
tions with Washington.

On the other hand, however, an
escalation of tensions on the Kore-
an Peninsula is not in the interest
of China since that will deflect at-
tention away from its primary fo-
cus on expanding trade and invest-
ment links in the region and
prompt the US to strengthen its al-
ready large military presence in
South Korea and Japan. Beijing’s
concerns are also a reflection of its
gradually diminishing influence in
North Korea and the narrow base
of support of the Kim Jong-il
regime in Pyongyang.

Even so, China still enjoys a
measure of leverage in North Ko-

make military operations Condoleezza Rice with Chinese State rea since it is the latter’s main sup-

against North Korea unattrac-  Councillor Tang Jiaxuan at the Great Hall of  porter on the diplomatic stage and
tive from Washington’s point of the People in Beijing, the first stop on a supplier of a substantial amount of
view. After all, the US remains  four-nation East Asia swing that is aimed at  food grains and fuel. Beijing will
deeply embroiled in Iraq and getting North Korea to join nuclear talks use these close economic and polit-

Afghanistan, Pyongyang pos-

sesses a few crude nuclear bombs and missiles capability

and the fact that Seoul is less than 100 km from the De-Mil-

itarised Zone makes it highly probable that there will be a

large number of civilian casualties in the event of a war.
Besides, the refusal of China to significantly turn up the

heat on North Korea should be interpreted in terms of the

ical ties to urge Pyongyang to try
and keep the six-party talks going as an effective means of
reducing tensions. But whether any substantive headway
is achieved in the six-party discussions is debatable given
the security apprehensions of Pyongyang and the
uing reluctance of the US to enter into a formg¥non-ag-
gression treaty with North Korea.
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agrees (o

reopen nuclear talks
Says US No Longer Calls It ‘Outpost Of Tyranny’

Beijing: The Unit- :
ed States and China
said on Sunday that
North Korea’s sur-
prise decision to re-
turn to nuclear
talks was “only the
first step” and that
progress must be
made in the negoti-
ations  scheduled
for late July.

The communist
regime said late
Saturday it would
return to talks with
the US, South Ko-
rea, China, Japan
and Russia aimed at
ending its nuclear weapons
drive, a diplomatic process
stalled for more than a year.

A North Korean foreign min-
istry spokesman said Pyongyang
would “do its utmost” to achieve
progress but “the most essential
thing is for the talks to have an
in-depth discussion on ways of
denuclearising the Korean
peninsula,” according to the offi-
cial KCNA.
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A North Korean TV broadcast
announcing the return to N-talks

The agency said a day earlier
that North Korea agreed to re-
turn to the table after the US
recognised it as a sovereign state
and pledged not to invade it as
well as to hold bilateral talks
within the framework of the six-
party talks. It interpreted recent
statements by the US as “a re-
traction” of its designation of

ortlyKorea as an “outpost of
yrafiny”.
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“We agreed that this
is only the first step,
and the real issue is to
make progress in the
talks,”

US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice told
reporters on Sunday af-
ter meeting with Chi-
nese foreign minister
Li Zhaoxing in Beijing.
Li, standing beside
Rice, said: “Let us con-
tinue to work together
to achieve our shared
goal: that is a Korean
peninsula free of nu-
clear weapons.”

Just after Rice touched
down in Beijing late on Saturday
on the first stop of a four-nation
Asian trip, one of her key offi-
cials clinched a deal with his
North Korean counterpart to re-
sume the multilateral talks.

The secret meeting between
US assistant secretary of state
Christopher Hill and North Ko-
rea’s deputy foreign minister
Kim Gye Gwan was held at a Chi-
nese foreign ministry facility. are



China, Taiwan for

stronger cooperation’

w’w’”

Both sides for further exchanqes on economic and cultural fronts

NANJING: China’s mainland and Taiwan
voiced their common aspiration on
Wednesday to intensify all-round
cooperation between their counties
and small cities.

Two hundred persons attended the
“200 Forum” that opened in Nanjing,
capital of east China’s Jiangsu Prov-
ince, on Wednesday, including 100
representatives from 18 counties and
cities in Taiwan and 100 lawmakers, or
deputies to the Chinese National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC), from 28 coun-
ties, cities and districts in Jiangsu,
Zhejiang and Fujian provinces and
Shanghai municipality. They are ex-
pected to discuss ways to promote
cooperation and exchanges in eco-

nomic, cultural and urban develop- -

ment sectors at the forum, which
carries the theme of “cross-Straits
cooperation, common development.”

Cheng Siwei, vice-chairman of the
NPC Standing Committee, said the fo-
rum is a “new form” for people-to-
people exchanges across the Taiwan
Straits and a “significant event” in pro-
moting cross-Straits cooperation and
common development. “The occasion
will enhance the mutual-understand-
ing and friendship between people
across the Taiwan Straits,” he said at
the opening ceremony.

“Counties and small cities from
across the Taiwan Straits can certainly
join hands in meeting the new chal-
lenges of the times and seeking mutual
benefits.”

Common will

It is the common will of Chinese
compatriots from both sides of the
Tajwan Straits to enhance exchanges,
dialogue and cooperation, as the main-
land is going all-out to build a fairly
affluent society and Taiwan is seeking
a new round of rapid economic
growth, said Li Yuanchao, secretary of
the Jiangsu Provincial Committee of
the Communist Party of China (CPC).

97 Jn

DEEPENING TIES: Taiwan’s New Party Chairman Yok Mu-ming
(left) with Zhang Dejiang, Communist Party chief of Guangdong,
in Guangzhou, on Wednesday. - PHOTO: AP

“It’s our solemn mission and com-
mon responsibility to maintain, devel-
op and protect the happiness and
benefits of Chinese compatriots on the
two sides of the Taiwan Straits,” he
said. He said Jiangsu Province, as one
of the major interfaces for cross-
Straits cooperation, wishes to take the
opportunity to push ahead all-round
exchanges and cooperation with Tai-
wan.

According to Mr. Li, Taiwan com-
patriots had made 3.95 million trips to
Jiangsu Province by the end of 2004,
visiting relatives, seeking business op-
portunities and for sightseeing tours.

“About 50,000 Taiwan compatriots |
are living permanently in Jiangsu
Province,” he added.

“Of the top 100 Taiwan businesses,
at least 60 have come to invest in
Jiangsu.”

Wu Junli, a representative from
Taitung county, said he hoped the
“200 Forum” will enhance mutual un-
derstanding so that the Chinese main-
land and Taiwan will work together in
building their future on a “win-win”
basis. Chen Yunlin, director of the Tai-
wan Work Office of the CPC Central
Committee, was also present at the
opening ceremony. — Xinhua




Towards reunification?

henever [ think of
the North Korean
nuclear question, I
am reminded of a
wise old Korean farmer’s saying,
“What could have been handled
by a hoe is now harder to tackle
even by a shovel or a plough.”

Resolving the North Korean
nuclear problem is compounded
by triple challenges - the worsen-
ing security dilemma among
powers concerned on the
Korean Peninsula, the widening
inter-Korean economic gap and
the deepening inter-Korean
integration process.

These triple incongruities are
inherently intertwined. The
deepening inter-Korean integra-
tion process may ameliorate the
inter-Korean economic gap and
positively influence the security
dilemma.

Conversely, the worsening
security dilemma may slow down
and even cripple the inter-
Korean integration process,
thereby, widening the inter-
Korean economic gap further.

Specifically, at the core of the
security dilemma on the penin-
sula today lies two almost incon-
gruent questions — one funda-
mental and the other strategic.

The fundamental issue is the
question of Korean reunifica-
tion. How, when, and with
whose help, can Korea, the only
remaining divided nation in
post-Cold War era, achieve
reunification peacefully under
liberal democracy and free mar-
ket economy?

How can the Korean people’s
aspiration for national reunifica-
tion be reconciled with the con-
flicting strategic interests of the
powers concerned in the region?

The first and foremost strate-
gic question involves North
Korea’s nuclear development
projects,  including  other
weapons of mass destruction.
With the USA, Japan, China and
Russia, the Republic of Korea’s
position towards North Korea’s
nuclear question is clear: com-
plete verifiable and irreversible
dismantlement (CVID). There
is no disagreement with others
on this position. The differences
stem from the ways and means
to achieve CVID.

Putting it simply, the crux of
the North Korean nuclear ques-
tion is not the lack of solution,
but the absence of will to resolve
it. What is missing is the consen-
sus on how to approach it.
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YANG SUNG-CHUL analyses the worsening Security crisis
on the Korean Peninsula, the widening inter-Korean
economic gap and the deepening inter-Korean

integration process
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Kwon Ho-ung (left), chief Cabinet counselior for North Korea and the head of the North Korean delegation, with South Korean
Unification Minister Chung Dong-young at the Inter-Korean ministerial talks in Seoul. Senior officials from South and North
Korea hold the 15th round of Inter-Korean ministerial meetings. — AFP

The 2004 Bank of Korea data
clearly demonstrates the widen-
ing inter-Korean economic gap.
For example, South Korea’s
gross national income of $681
billion is 33 times greater than
that of North Korea’s $20.8 bil-
lion. The South’s per capita GNI
in the same year, $14,162 was 16
times larger than that of the
North, $914. By any measure,
the inter-Korean economic gap
is far greater than that of East
Germany and West Germany at
the time of unification in 1990.

The evidence of the deepen-
ing inter-Korean integration
process is too extensive to men-
tion. To cite a few examples, the
number
tourists to Mt Geumgang from
18 November, 1998, to this June
surpassed one million. Until
1989, there were 607 refugees
and escapees from the North but
by 2004, 6,304 of them had been
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of South Korean’

resettled in the South. Inter-
Korean shipping has also
expanded. At present, four ports
in the North and three ports in
the South are reconnected by
regular shipping lines, while a
few more are open for periodic
special shipping needs. Fourteen
ports in the South and 12 ports
in the North have opened.

The following key inter-
Korean cooperative projects,
too, are noteworthy in this con-
text.

The Gaeseong Industrial
Complex of 65 sqgkm is being
developed. The first of the
three-stage development pro-
jects is now completed. The
Gyongeui Railway from Seoul to
Sineiju in the North was
relinked in December 2002.
Reconnecting the East Sea
Railway from the South to the
North is nearing completion.
The land route connecting the

South and the North in the West
Coast is finished.

The land route relinking the
South and the North in the East
Coast was completed in
December 2004.

What do all these develop-
ments imply for policymaking?
The inter-Korean integration
process has gone too far now to
reverse the tide. As in the past,
there will undoubtedly be tem-
porary setbacks, stalling or even
backpedaling, but the major
thrust of changes between the
two is almost impossible to
undo.

Any sudden absorption of a
West German-East German
variety will almost certainly cre-
ate havoc in both Koreas, not to
mention the strategic and securi-
ty complexities in East Asian
dynamics.

It, thus, calls for policymakers
in the region to take a piecemeal

approach  with  enormous

patience, persistence and pru-

dence in dealing with North

Korea. Any other quick fix may

usher in disaster and human

tragedy.

Any sudden unexpected polit-
ical/security/economic turn of
events in North Korea is possi-
ble and even probable.

Barring the eruption of such
political tempest, we — both our
allies and surrounding nations
— must cooperate with each
other until the North becomes
more compatible both economi-
cally and politically with the
South.

The triple dilemma poses a
challenge not only for Korea
and its people but for all who
desire a genuine peace and envi-
sion a unified and free democra-
tic Korea. In realising this lofty
goal, the Republic of Korea-US
alliance, celebrating its 52nd
anniversary this year, has been
pivotal and will continue to be so
beyond both nations’ present
regimes.

In looking back, Korea has
overcome numerous crises dur-
ing all these years.

Now the Republic of Korea
and the USA, with Japan, share
core political and economic val-
ues. In addition to these three
nations, constructive coopera-
tion of China and Russia is vital
in untangling the Korean
Gordian knot.

What can be done to break the
current stalemate?

B Appoint and send a high-level
special envoy to North
Korea; the higher the level,
the better the positive impact
and results; '

B Create business-like -atmos-
phere for dialogue;

B Cease the war of rhetoric and
get on with the tasks at hand;

B Adopt a mutually beneficial
interest-based  bargaining
strategy;

B Strengthen trilateral cooper-
ation and coordination
among the Republic of
Korea, Japan and the USA,;

B Differentiate the issues and
do not lump bilateral, trilat-
eral or even multilateral
issues in one basket and

B North Korea must fulfil its
2000 South-North summit
agreement, especially Kim
Jong-il’s promise to visit the
South.

— The Korea Herald/ ANN



N Korea team g
flies into protest

Associated Press ﬁ &

SEOUL, June 21. —
high-level North Korean
delegation arrived in Seoul
for talks today amid
renewed optimism over
reconciliation between the
two Koreas, but the visit
got off to a rocky start
when protesters displayed
banners condemning the
North’s leader.

This week’s North-
South meetings are aimed
at improving ties and elab-
orating on agreements
made during a surprise
meeting in Pyongyang last
Friday between North
Korean leader Mr Kim
Jong i and the South’s top
envoy to the North.

Although the South is
expected to raise the inter-
national standoff over
Pyongyang’s nuclear wea-
pons programme, the
communist North is likely
to focus on aid for its
impoverished  economy
and maintain its insistence

that the nuclear issue can
only be resolved with the
United States.

As the North Korean
delegates were being dri-
ven from the airport to the
hotel where the talks were
scheduled, vehicles ador-
ned with posters calling
for Kim to be punished
and displaying him tied in
ropes drove close to their
motorcade, one of the pro-
testers said at a police sta-
tion where he was taken
for questioning along with
two other activists.

The protester, who did-
n't give his name, said the
group encountered the
North Korean delegation
accidentally. The North
Koreans complained when
confronted by the protest-
ers, slightly delaying their
arrival at the hotel.

In the North, Mr Kim is
the object of an official
personality cult along with
his  father, founding
President Kim Il Sung, and
strictures govern how their
images are to be treated.
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Hong Kong:
Tsang elected
unopposed 5

Faces the challenge of molllfqu \
“pro-democracy” activists

P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: Donald Tsang, Hong
Kong’s former Chief Secretary
and a one-time Acting Chief Ex-
ecutive, was on Thursday de-
clared elected unopposed to the
highest position in the Special
Administrative Region of the
People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Tsang, whose acceptabil-
ity ratings in sample surveys are
70 per cent, will be formally ap-
pointed by the Central Govern-
ment in Beijing as the Chief
Executive.

Being the second person to
hold the position since Hong
Kong’s return to Chinese sover-
eignty from British colonial rule,
Mr. Tsang’s term will be about
two years, as of now. He will
complete the remainder period
of the term of Tung Chee Hwa,
who resigned as Chief Executive
on March 10 on grounds of
ill-health.

Mr. Tsang was the only one, in
a field of six, whose nomination
was assessed valid. The nomi-
nation deadline ended on Thurs-
day. He was nominated by 674
members of the 800-strong
Election Committee - the elec-
toral college in all but name.

Suave civil servant

Known to have been a suave
civil servant, during the colonial
period as also under Mr. Tung’s
stewardship, he faces the chal-
lenge of mollifying the “pro-de-
mocracy” campaigners who
remained disaffected with the
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Donald Tsang

previous Chief Executive.

The “pro-democracy” activ-
ists, with the often-tacit and
sometimes-open support of the
West, allege that the principle of
“One country, Two systems,” on
the basis of which Hong Kong is
run under the overall direction
of Beijing, is incompatible with
their demand of universal suf-
frage. Mr. Tsang’s task is to har-
monise Beijing’s control over
Hong Kong with the political as-
pirations of the “pro-democra-

cy” activists, according to
observers.
Stress on dialogue

AFP reports:

Mr. Tsang (61) thanked its
members for their support as
well as the people of Hong Kong.
“The election has been an exhil-
arating experience for me. I shall
treasure it dearly,” he told re-
porters.

“The dialogue that I have
started with various sectors of
the community will not be a one-
off exercise.”
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Tsang set to become
Hong Kong leader

_Associated Press & "\’, ,

HONG KONG, June 15. —
Veteran civil servant Mr
Donald Tsang effectively won
Hong Kong’s leadership race
today, filing papers that showed
he had the solid backing of an
election committee that picks
the Chinese territory’s leaders.
- Mr Tsang trounced his two
rivals by collecting 710 of the
nominations from an 800-mem-
ber election panel. The other
candidates, both lawmakers,
conceded days ago they could-
n’t win the minimum 100 nomi-
nations needed to be on the 10
July ballot.

The 800-member committee
that chooses Hong Kong’s lea-
der is partial to Beijing, and the
territory’s people currently elect
half of their 60 lawmakers. In a
recent survey, 60 per cent of
respondents said they wanted u-
niversal suffrage for those posts.

The flamboyant Mr Tsang,
who wears suspenders and
colourful bow ties, said his goal
was for Hong Kong to be a
“modern, efficient society
backed up by a first-rate, effi-
cient, clean government”. But
the career civil servant said this
important financial centre was-
n’'t ready for full democracy
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Mr Donald Tsang trounced his two
rivals by collecting 710 of the
nominations from an 800-member
election commission. — AFP

during his two-year term. “We
have to build up our own polit-
ical institutions,” he said. “We
have to agree on the best
arrangement.” He, however,
added that universal suffrage
“is our ultimate goal™.

Hong Kong voters were
never allowed to directly elect
their leaders when it was a
British colony. China continued
to deny that right when the city
returned to Chinese rule inl
1997 under a system designed '

(
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to give it a broad autonomy and
civil liberties mainland Chinese
can only dream of.



Nuclear challenge in N Korea

test of engaging and then dis- .

he controversy attach-

I ed to North Korea’s
nuclear plans has
become one of the longest
-running concerns of the

international community.

For well over a decade North

_Korea has hinted, teased,

played cat and mouse with
the International Atomic
Energy Agency, claimed to
have nuclear capacity, then
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‘Wanted: A roadmap for
ongyang .-

~ President Bush's hardline policy, which demands North

lukewarm interest in retumning to - KOrean de-nuclearisation before anything else, has coincided
with a quadrupling of the estimated North Korean nuclear

arsenal over the past three years. And Bill Clinton’s strategy

yith the South Korean
President Roh Moo-

hyun arriving for a 10

June consultation with

President George W Bush amidst a
growing crisis over North Korean

,.nuclear ambition, it is time for a fun-

damentally fresh approach. As.
North Korea indicates a tentative,’

negotiations over its nuclear
weapons programme, one thing is
clear: Washington’s approach has
not been working.

President Bush’s hardline policy,
‘in which he has demanded North
Korean de-nuclearisation before
anything else, has coincided with a
quadrupling of the estimated North
Korean nuclear arsenal over the past
three years.

Former US President Bill
Clinton’s earlier ‘policy of engage-
ment did help cap the North Korean
nuclear arsenal for years. But
Pyongyang  invalidated  that
approach when, starting around
1998, it began to cheat on its 1994
treaty commitments and developed a
uranium enrichment programme for
nuclear weapons purposes.

Both approaches have effectively
been ‘invalidated, or at least ren-
dered obsolete, by their track
records. Much of the conversation in
the USA now concerns whether to
commit only to six-party talks -
involving the two Koreas as well as
Russia, China, and Japan - or com-

" plement them with bilateral negotia-

tions between Pyongyang and
Washington.
But this debate is not particularly

- productive, It begs the question of

what one should discuss after negoti-
ations begin, and what type of basic
strategy the USA should bring to the
table. Some proponents of bilateral
talks, it often seems, argue that if the
USA were to grant North Korea the
respect of direct high-level contact,
their legitimate interests might be
addressed and the crisis resolved.
But this ignores the fact that
Stalinists don’t tend to be reasonable

, no matter how you approach them -

unless you propose a policy that, for
one ‘reason or another, they can’t
refuse.

Proponents of bilateral talks also
seem to forget that North Korea
began to cheat on its nuclear obliga-
tions when the Clinton administra-
tion was attempting a policy of con-
certed, bilateral contact, going so far
as to send Secretary of State
Madeieine Albright to Pyongyang,

Many in this camp would also
offer North Korea even more- aid
than did the USA and its partners in
the Agreed Framework in 1994.
Alas, this would seem to reward
Pyongyang’s extortionate behaviour,
Perhaps even worse, it would fail to

.recognise that the theoretical rea-
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address the underlying fact that as
long as North Korea’s economy is in
fundamental disrepair, Pyongyang
will be tempted to create future
crises to extract resources from the
international community - especially
after setting the precedent that doing
so produces resuits.

On the other hand, strident advo-
cates of Mr Bush’s six-party format
sometimes seem to suggest that any
wavering from that approach would
be tantamount to appeasemerit. But
this view ignores the fact that the
USA has had plenty of direct con-
tacts with unsavoury regimes before,
and that nothing about such bilateral
meetings has prevented Washington
from delivering blunt, principled,

resolute messages.

Moreover, proponents must
son for creating the six-party talks
has not translated into practical
results. Rather than allowing
South Korea, China, Japan,:
Russia, and the USA to deliver a
united. message to Kim Jong-il
about the need for him to denu-
clearise, it has led to a split among
the five.

China and South Korea do not
believe Washington is being nearly

didn’t work for too long either, writes MICHAEL O’'HANLON

US President Ge W Bush and (ow) North Korean residt im Jong-1i; Incommu
flexible endugh in the talks. They are’

unwilling to consider UN Security
Council sanctions or other coercive
approaches, as they partially blame
the USA for the failure of the nego-
tiations to date. !

The issue is not where or how to
meet. Although my Brookings col-
league and former US negotiator
with North Korea, Jack Pritchard,
has convinced me that bilateral talks
can usefully supplement the multilat-
eral framework, this is a secondary
point.

The crux of the matter is defining
a substantive agenda that would

‘standthe_ g

;3
nicado
maximum chance of success ~ and
best position the USA to get tough
with North Korea should the talks
fail. :
The USA must broaden its negoti-
ating strategy. Focusing on the
nuclear issue alone may seem sensi-
ble because it aims squarely at what
threatens American security the
most. It may also seem principled
because it requires North Korea to
make a fundamental choice about
whether to honour its international
obligations before anything else - aid
and trade benefits, for instance - can
be discussed.

But this nuclear-only approach

has failed. It will almost surely con-
tinue to fail. The USA has not
offered North Korea enough incen-
tives to cede what is effectively its
one national resource. Nor has
the USA sufficiently threatened
the North Koreans to turn
around their behaviour through
intimidation. When you negotiate
with no carrots and no sticks,
your prospects for success are
poor.

Since there is no solution to
this dilemma on the narrow
terms of the nuclear issue, the
only way out of this diplomatic

“country have not
excluded.

been

impasse is to change the nature of
the problem - and in particular, to
broaden it. The USA should indeed
offer North Korea more, but only if
it is prepared to do much more than
denuclearise. _

A proposal that casts the nuclear
issue as one plank of a broader
reform and normalisation agenda
will allow negotiators to dangle many
more carrots in Kim Jong-il's face
without being vulnerable to a charge
of appeasement, and without
encouraging a dangerous form of
behaviour that would set a horrible
precedent in the Korean context and
beyond.

‘To put it differently, the USA
should test North Korea’s willing-
ness to begin economic and broader
societal reform, Vietnam-style. If
Pyongyang proved willing to do so,
the USA could support a US-North
Korea roadmap similar to that which
facilitated US-Vietnam normalisa:
tion (in political as well as economic
and other spheres). The USA and its
allies could help - by helping North
Korea improve its ports and roads,
providing more donations of fertiliz-
er and agricultural equipment, offer-
ing greater energy assistance, and .
gradually lifting US trade sanctions

Japan, the World Bank, and the
International Monetary Fund are
likely to offer much more develop-
ment assistance if the USA chooses
this path. But the price for such gen-
erosity would be steep. In addition to
denuclearising over a period of sev-
eral years, North Korea would also
have to give up chemical weapons
and long-range missiles, cut its con-
ventional ‘military substantially to
reduce its enormous drain on the
economy (as well as the threat it
poses to Seoul), begin a dialogue
with the Red Cross about human
rights conditions in its prisons, -and
allow Japanese kidnapping victims to
g0 home. :

Not alt of this would have to hap-
pen immediately. Not all would have
to be codified in detail in a treaty.
But without a broader framework,
the USA will be back in the same old

‘dead-end negotiation about nuclear
weapons that could easily make it a .
Pyrrhic victory to get North Korea
back to the bargaining table.

And if such a US plan is rejected
by North Korea - out of fear of
reform or simple spite at the interna-
tional community — Washington
would then be in a much stronger -
position to argue to the other six-
party participants that whatever their
initial dithers, the time for more
coercive measures had finally come.

{Reprinted with permission from
YaleGiobal Online [http:/faleglobal.
yale.edu] a publication of the Yale
Center for the Study of Globalization.)

is one of the prime beneficia-
ries. It does not have a great

denied it, only to affirm
again. ,
Well before India and
Pakistan crossed the nuclear
Rubicon, North Korea was
launched on the diplomatic

-

engaging with IAEA’s inspec-
tion regime. :
Unlike India and Pakistan,
it is a signatory of the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, so
it has taken on important
obligations of international
safeguards and inspections.
How fully it has discharged
these obligations has been an

endlessly contentious matter. -

The international reaction
to the deliberate ambiguities
in Pyongyang’s actions was
initially one of great alarm
but it has evolved significant-
ly. When North Korea first
hinted that it may have
acquired nuclear capacity,
incalculable consequences
were feared in the entire Far
East. Jts nearest neighbour
and chief antagonist, South
Korea, could not but feel vul-
nerable, and the tremors of
insecurity spread much fur-
ther, to Japan in particular,
and onward into South East
Asia.,

Even Australia became
watchful. But today these
anxieties have taken a differ-
ent form, There is little sign
of panic, hence little overt

pressure within the region to -

match North Korean plans in
kind. While diplomatic
inducements to . contain its
nuclear programme contin-
ue, there is a sense. that
Pyongyang has chosen the
path of folly, and if it ever
tried to use the small nuclear
arsenal it might have accu-
mulated, that would only
rebound shatteringly on
North Korea,

I this were all there is to it,
the course chosen by North
Korea would appear self-
defeating, "and  nuclear
weapons, if indeed it has
them, would only add to its

problems. Pyongyang, how-
ever, must sce things rather
differently. In its own estima-
tion, it is a regime under
threat, increasingly isolated
in an unfriendly world, It has

' no security arrangement that

could - deter direct attack
from outside, apart from its
alliance with China which
cannot be regarded as the
relinble ally it once was.

So North Korea has to
look after its own security

and find the means to deter.

its enemies, Nuclear weapons
serve this purpose and give
the regime some breathing
space, The results achieved
so far can be interprged to
support this line of reasoning:

unlike Afghanistan and Iraq,

-it has not suffered invasion;

unlike Iran, and also Syria,
which are under severe pres-
sure, North Korea is still
being wooed, persuaded and
cajoled. Its nuclear capacity,
it can be argued, could have
ensured that it has to be han-
dled with much greater care
than the others,

Yet there are signs that the
time for diplomacy may be
running  out.  Recently,
President George W Bush
has spoken about North
Korea in more forthright Jan-
guage than he used in the
past, and his manner has sug-
gested that more direct
means of dealing with that

There has been talk of
imposing sanctions through
the UN Security Council. As

~ may be expected, Pyongyang

has been defiant, but
it is its actions
rather  than
what it says
that will be
under close
L - scrutiny.
IAFEA in-
spection
involves so-
me . compli-
cated techni-
cal issues that
cannot be set
, aside and will
# have to be pur-
sued. In the mean-
time, North Korea
has undertaken mis-
sile tests that under-
line its offensive
capacity, and it
has given
typically

indirect statements about the
warheads it possesses. This
long running, slowly evolving
crisis is heading into what
could become a more active
phase, .
The greatest current con-
cern is with proliferation.
North Korea 18 seen as a
source of nuclear materials
and technology to other
“rogue nations”, and will be
ushed hard to prevent this
appening: Its ability to make
a nuclear threat, or even an
attack, is not so worrying but
the unease about prolifera-
tion is real. North Korea is
short of cash. Its exports of
missiles and missile technolo-
gy are well known ~ Pakistan

deal more to sell, and as its
economy remains in the dol-
drums, the temptation to sell
all kinds of weapons technol-
ogy will increase.

There are also increasing
fears of clandestine nuclear
programmes in other coun-

tries that may turn to North'

Korea for surreptitious sup-
port if they have not already
done so. This seems to be the
principal international con-
cern at the moment.

China remains North
Korea’s chief prop, the
source of essential supplies of
food and fuel. Its actions will
come into close focus as the
screw tightens, especially if
the matter is now taken to
the Security Council, The
neighbours, too, who have
been active in the effort to
engage North Korea in dia-
logue and deflect its nuclear
ambitions, will have to deal
with a new set of chalienges.

India is not as directly
involved as these others but it
has stood against prolifera-
tion and will be supportive of
international effort .in this
direction. ~ Indeed, ~ the
responsible policies it has
pursued from the start, nei-
ther acquiring nuclear mate-
rials and know-how through
dubious channels nor passing
them on to others, should be
recognised.

The international commu-
nity would do well to get over
its post-Pokhran Il reserva-
tions which have left India
outside the pale of the inter-
national nuclear restraint
regime. There are various
international structures pro-
moting this cause with which
India can be usefully associ-
ated.

(The author is a former
Foreign Secretary, Govern-
ment of India.) .




Pyongyang fires salvo

as Bush meets Roh'™

US, Seoul look to
~ project united
stand on N. Korea

REUTERS
SEOUL, JUNE 10

OURS before a

summit meeting

on Friday be-

tween South Ko-
rea'and the United States likely
to focus on North Korea’s nu-
clear weapons programmes,
Pyongyang again said Wash-
ington’s hostile policy toward it
was the major irritant.

South Korecan President
Roh Moo-hyun will meet US
President George W. Bush to
discuss North Korea’s nuclear
aims and how to better coordi-
nate their approach to the crisis.

“The US hostile policy to-
ward the DPRK is a stumbling
block lying in the way of set-
tling the nuclear issue,” the
North’s Rodong Sinmun news-
paper said in a signed article,
in a report from the official
KCNA news agency.

The call for the US to end
what Pyongyang sees as a hos-
tile policy toward it is a familiar
one from North Korea, but
Seoul has been looking for
Washington to show greater
flexibility toward the North, an-
alysts said. On Tuesday, the US
said North Korea had agreed at
a meeting in New York to re-
turn to six-party talks on curb-
ingits nuclear ambitions.

No date had been set for
the talks, which caused scepti-
cism among government offi-
cials and analysts about the
North’s actual intent in saying it
will return to the talks.
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STEVE HOLLAND
WASHINGTON, JUNE 10

us PRESIDENT
George W. Bush and South
Korean President Roh Moo-
hyun are expected to use a
White House meeting on
Friday to send a joint mes-
sage that North Korea must
return to talks on its nuclear
weapons program.

The two leaders’ session
in the Oval Office, followed

by lunch, comes at a time-

when North Korea may be
on the brink of returning to
six-party negotiations it
walked away from a year ago.

Differences  between
Washington and Seoul on
how to settle the long-run-
ning North Korean saga are
likely to be publicly set aside
so the leaders can present a
united front and reaffirm
their commitment to a diplo-
matic resolution.

Analysts say dlfferences
between Seoul and Wash-
ington have widened in the
past few years, mostly re-
lated to North Korea, which
has confirmed that it has
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South Korea’s Roh

Differences between
Seoul and Washington
have widened inthe
past few years, mostly
related to North
~ Korea, which said it
has nuclear weapons

some nuclear weapons. Py-
ongyang also hinted it might
be on the verge of conduct-
ingaweapons test.
Washington backs a hard
line with Pyongyang and wants
to see verifiable progress by

. NorthKorea onthe nuclear is-

sue, and then give rewards.
Seoul wants more engage-
ment and flexibility for rela-
tions with the North, while
providing rewards to entice
the North to make progress.




Pyongyang has nuke

bombs says minister

Washington, June 9 \m
NORTH KOREA has a stockplle
of nuclear bombs and is building
more such weapons, the coun-
try’s vice foreign minister Kim
Gye Gwan said in a US television
interview.

“I should say that we have
enough nuclear bombs to defend
against a US attack,” the North
Korean official told ABC News in
the interview, released on
Wednesday, when asked how
many nuclear bombs it pos-
sessed. Asked whether Py-
ongyang was building more nu-
clear bombs, Kim said: “Yes.”

His open admission about
North Korea’s nuclear weapon
ambitions further clouds efforts
to bring a diplomatic resolution
to the nuclear crisis gripping the
Korean peninsula.

Washington believes North
Korea possesses one or two
crude bombs and may have re-
processed enough phutonium for
half-a-dozen more, from spent
fuel rods at its Yongbyon nuclear
complex. The Stalinist state also
has an arsenal of missiles. It
fired a long-range missile over
Japan and into the Pacific Ocean
in 1998.

Kim, North Korea’s chief ne-
gotiator in six-party talks de-
signed to wean the hardline com-
munist state from its nuclear
weapons program, would nei-
ther confirm nor deny that
North Korea had a missile capa-

\

US assistant secretary of state
Christopher Hill is likely to hold
talks with North Korea.

ble of hitting mainland US. He
was also noncommittal when
asked about North Korea'’s abili-
ty to put a nuclear warhead on
its long-range missiles.

“I want you to know that our
scientists have the knowledge,
comparable to other scientists
around the world,” he said. “You
can take it as you like.” But Kim
stressed that North Korea “don’t
have any intention at all of at-
tacking the US.”

The State Department had no
comment about the report. Pres-
ident George W. Bush said in an

interview with Fox News on
Wednesday that international
sanctions against North Korea
remained an option.

“North Korea must under-
stand ... that the US is serious
about working with four other
countries to convince them to get
rid of their weapons systems,”
he said.

China, a close ally of North
Korea, said it had no informa-
tion about any nuclear arsenal
while Japan described its East
Asian neighbour as a “challenge
to world peace” and urged it to
return to the six-party talks.

Pyongyang has boasted pub-
licly in the past of possessing a
nuclear deterrent and has vowed
never to dismantle its atomic ar-
senal unless the US drops its
“hostile” policy. In February, it
declared that it had developed
nuclear weapons to protect itself
against a US attack and would
indefinitely boycott multilateral
talks aimed at dismantling its
atomic programs.

North Korea had attended
three rounds of six-party talks
with the US, China, Japan, South
Korea and Russia but refused to
attend the fourth round sched-
uled in September last year, citing
what it termed hostile US policy.

The official Korean Central
News Agency said on Wednesday
that new talks would take place
only when the US agrees to its
demands.

AFP
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Taiﬁéi seeks
‘ dialogue,
with Befjing

\
TAIPEI, May 23. —
Taiwanese President Chen
Shui-bian today said he
believed the self-govern-
ing island could imitate
the EU and hoid dialogue
with rival China on the
basis of parity, part of his
effort to restart stalled
Jalkswith themainiand.
. The last planpned talks
between China and Taiwan
in 1999, were called off by
Beijing in a dispute over -
Taiwan’s political status.
“We will continue to seek
normalisation ,of relations,
but dialogue and reconcili-
ation must be conducted
under -the - principle of
democracy, parity and
peace,” Mr Chen said at a
meeting with Mr Bastiaan
Belder, a member of the
- European parliament. Tai-
wan and China could learn
" from the EU, where mem-.
bers are given equal footing
despite discrepancies of
income and area, he added.
Taiwan recently rejected
China’s talks offer under
the “One-China” principle
that treats the island as an
inseparable part of the

mainland. // -
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Korea Herald/ANN & AP

WASHINGTON/SEOUL,
June 7. — North Korea has
informed the USA that it’s
willing to resume six-party
negotiations on its nuclear
weapons programme, but
did not fix a date for
reopening the long-stalled
talks, the Bush administra-
tion said today.

Meeting with American
diplomats ycsterday at the
North Korean mission to
the UN in New York, “the
North Koreans said they
would return but didn’t give
us a time”, a US State De-
partment spokesman said.

He added that the talks
in New York were a way to
keep in touch, but are not a
format for negotiations.

A4
Korea willing to talk
— b y (-7

His statements followed %&shington’s deputy chief

similar remarks  earlier
today at the White House
by Mr Scott McCleilan,
President Bush’s chief
spokesman.

The unexpected turn-
about could turn out to be

The US State
Department has said
the ‘North Koreans
told us that they
would return, but did
not give a time’

a significant step toward
de-nuclearising the Korean
peninsula, but that would
depend on the outcome of
resumed negotiations.
Alsc today, the South
foreign ministry confirmed
that Mr Joseph DeTrani,

negotiator in the six-party

talks, and the US Statc |

Department’s director of
Korean affairs, Mr James
Foster, met their North
Korean counterparts Mr
Pak Gil-yon, chief of the
North’s mission in New
York, and his deputy, Mr
Amb Han Song-ryol.

The development comes
as Mr Bush and his South
Korean counterpart, Mr
Roh Moo-hyun, finalised
preparations for their
weekend summit.

A high-ranking govern-
ment official in Seoul
denied a New York Times
report that Mr Roh may
bring up a new proposal at
the Washington summit to
bring North Korea back to
the negotiation table.



~Rival Koreas
extend talks
 for extra day

: g st
Associated Press § ",

SEOUL, May 18. — South (
Korea will get another
chance to press North Ko-
rea to return to the nuclear
bargaining table after the
two sides today agreed to
extend their fisst talks in 10
months for an extra day.

Pressure grew on the
reclusive Stalinist North to
attend a fourth round of
six-country talks over its
worrisome nuclear wea-
pons programme as South
Korea appeared to balk at
Pyongyang’s request for
food aid and fertiliser. A
top US official suggested
the North should rejoin
the negotiations if it is
concerned about ‘its eco-
nomic well-being and
security.

But the North, long acc-
ustomed to brinksman-
ship, was resisting any
commitment. Vice-uniti-
cation minister Mr Rhee
Bong-jo, head of the
South’s delegation, said
the North Koreans lis-
tened to his entreaties
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Seoul for N-
North Korea ald

Seoul/Tokyo, May 17 b

SOUTH KOREA pressed North
Korea on Tuesday to resume
talks onits nuclear programmes,
while China denied a report that
the North wanted it to arrange a
visit to Pyongyang by US secre-
tary of state Condoleezza Rice.

Seoul’s top official to the
North-South talks — the first in
10 months — promised on Mon-
day that South Korea would offer
anew and serious proposal if Py-
ongyang returned to six-country
talks on dismantling its nuclear
arms programmes.

Nearly a year after the last
round of bilateral talks, con-
cerns are rising that Pyongyang
may test a nuclear device.

“On the nuclear issue, we
urged again, as we did yesterday,
early participation in the six-
party talks,” South Korea’s vice
unification minister Rhee Bong-
jo told pool reporters in the
North Korean city of Kaesong,
where the talks were being held.

“We had some additional ex-
changes of views on the nuclear
problem and the dates for South-
North dialogue and on family re-
unions, but we’ll have to contin-
ue discussions,” Rhee added.

Impoverished North Korea
asked for food and fertiliser aid
on Monday and Seoul proposed
to discuss the issue further at the
ministerial level in June.

Rhee has declined to elaborate
on what the proposal would in-
clude, but said earlier in Seoul
that a pledge by the North to re-
turn to the six-way talks would
be key to normalising brittle re-
lations between the two Koreas,

Pyongyang declared in Febru-
ary that it had nuclear weapons
and said this month it had ex-
tracted spent fuel from a nuclear
reactor, a move that could yield
more material for weapons.

North Korea abruptly agreed at
the weekend to meet for bilateral
talks. It broke off all dialogue last
July in anger at Seoul’s secret air-
lift of 468 North Korean refugees
from Vietnam and its refusal to let
a delegation attend a memorial in
the North Korean capital.

Japanese and Chinese officials
denied a report by financial daily
Nihon Keizai Shimbun that North
Korea had asked China to
arrange for Rice to visit Py-
ongyang. The newspaper, quoting
unidentified diplomatic sources,
said North Korea’s proposal was
conveyed to Rice by Chinese for-
eign minister Li Zhaoxing during
a telephone conversation on May
13. The US has repeatedly reject-
ed bilateral talks with Pyongyang
outside the six-party framework.
In Beijing, Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman Kong Quan told
a news conference the report was
“imaginative, but not factual”

Reuters
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Taiwan delivers ‘One-China’ snub

TAIPEI,
Taiwan’s ruling party won
an election today for a
special Assembly charged

May 14, —

with  amending  the
Constitution, in a boost for
President Chen Shui-
bian’s policy of resisting
unification with mainland
China.

With 99 per cent of the
ballots counted, the
Central Election Com-
mission said the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party
had won 42.5 per cent of
the vote, against 38.9 per-
cent for the Opposition
Nationalist Party.

The result appeared to
be vindication for Mr
Chen’s  independence-
leaning policies, after
recent visits to the main-
land by two Opposition
leaders put him on the

defensive and transformed
the National Assembly
clection into a test of
strength for his ruling
party.

Chiria gave a lavish wel-
come to  the two

Lien Chan of the
Nationalist Party and Mr
James Soong of the People
First Party — who favour
eventual  reunification
with the mainland.

Mr Chen’s supporters
had urged followers to

Opposition leaders — Mr

The vote is a boost for President Chen’s party. AFP

THE STATESMAN

vote in large numbers,
saying that a vote against
the DPP was a vote for
unification with China.

Vice-Presidernit ‘Ms
Annette Lu of the DPP
congratulated the party
for its victory, and took a
backhanded swipe at
China for what she said
were its failed efforts to
influence the results.

“I would like tc thank
the Chinese Cominunist
Party, because each time
there is pressure from
China, the people show
that democracy is what
people embrace herc in
Taiwan,” the  Vice-
President said.

“QOur Chinese friends on
the mainland and (Chi-
nese) President Hu Jintao,
you have hcard the voice
of Taiwan’s people... Tai-
wan belongs to its peo-
ple,” she added.



N Korea to resume

talks with Seoul

o R

NORTH KOREA says it will re-
turn to inter-Korean dialogue,
raising hopes here that Py-
ongyang might come back to six-
party talks on ending its nuclear
weapons programme.

North Korea’s chief delegate
to the high-level inter-Korean
talks, senior councillor of the
Cabinet Kwon Ho Ung, called for
the resumption of the govern-
ment-to-government talks after a
10-month hiatus. In a message
sent to his South Korean coun-
terpart unification minister
Chung Dong-Young, Kwon sug-
gested the two sides hold talks at
the vice-ministerial-level early
next week in the North Korean
border town of Kaesong.

“We have the pleasure to noti-
fy you that we will send three
delegates and three suite mem-
bers to Kaesong from May 16 to
17 for the working-level talks,”
Kwon was quoted as saying in
the message. Kwon said the
move was “prompted by the de-
sire to put relations between the
two Koreas on a normal track in
the idea of ‘by our nation itself’
at an early date,” according to
Pyongyang’s official Korean
Central News Agency.

South Korean vice unifica-
tion minister Rhee Bong-Jo said
he would lead a three-member
delegation to the preliminary
talks at Kaesong. “We hope that
the resumption of inter-Korean
dialogue will help facilitate the
efforts to reopen the six-party
talks,” Rhee said, adding that
ways of improving inter-Kore-
an relations would also be on
the agenda.

Pyongyang has persistently
refused to discuss the nuclear
issue at inter-Korean talks, ar-
guing it must be dealt with at
talks between Pyongyang and
Washington. Rhee said the
North was expected to call for
fertiliser aid from the South,
adding Seoul will consider pro-
viding fertiliser aid of up to
300,000 tonnes of fertiliser.

The proposal for talks with
Seoul came after North Korea’s
No. 2 leader Kim Yong-Nam and
the South’s Prime Minister Lee
Hae-Chan agreed on the need for
the resumption of inter-Korean
talks when they attended a sum-
mit of Asian and African leaders
in Jakarta last month.

Seoul, May 14

AFP
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US assistant secretary of state
Christopher Hill and South Korea's
dy foreign minister Song Min-soon
at Incheon airport.

| Us AND CHINA

US shrugs off
China slur

THE  WHITE House
shrugged off China’s
veiled criticism of US poli-
¢y toward North Korea,
noting that the most im-
portant issue was to bring
Pyongyang back to the ne-
gotiating table.

“All our partners, includ-
ing China, have made it cle-
ar that they’re opposed to
North Korea developing nu-
clear weapons. They all wa-
nt to see a nuclear-free peni-
nsula,” said White House sp-
okesman Scott McClellan.

“We’re all saying to
North Korea that they need
to come back to the six-par-
ty talks so that we can talk
about how to move forward
on the proposal that was
outlined at the last round
of talks,” he said.

The spokesman added
that “there are no precon-
ditions” for coming back to
the talks. On Tuesday, Bei-
jing indirectly rebuked US
President George W. Bush
for referring to North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-il as
a “tyrant”.

AFP, Washington
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Inter-Korean o
talks to resume' I

\ .
P.S. Suryanarayana &’7 m o
,v‘_\.

SINGAPORE: Raising hopes of
some forward movement over
the issue of North Korea’s nucle-
ar-weapons programme, South
Korea announced on Saturday
that the stalled bilateral talks
with Pyongyang would be re-
sumed on Monday.

The inter-Korean dialogue
has remained suspended for
nearly 10 months over the “de-
fection” of several hundred
North Koreans to the South
from Vietnam through China.
The bilateral parleys, first decid-
ed upon during the historic in-
ter-Korean summit in 2000, do
not actually constitute an agreed
framework for discussions on
Pyongyang’s nuclear-weapons
programimue.

However, South Korea has,
while responding now to the
sudden “overture” from the
North for the resumption of the
bilateral talks, indicated that the
nuclear issue, too, would now be
placed on the agenda.

Speaking to reporters in Seoul
on Saturday, the South Korean
Vice-Minister for Unification,
Rhee Bong-jo, said: “We will
urge the North to rejoin the six-
party talks as soon as possible. ....
We are conveying the concerns
of the international community
over the North Korean nuclear
issue”.

Nuclear move

" Seoul’s new move comes in
the context of continuing spec-
plation that the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK or North Korea) might
be preparing itself for carrying
out an underground testing of a
nuclear weapon.

; While this speculation is
based on U.S. “intelligence” as
gathered through remote-sens-
ing satellite imagery from outer
space, Pyongyang’s latest initia-
tive for the resumption of the
inter-Korean dialogue at this
moment has given the South an
opportunity to try and enlarge
the scope of these bilateral talks,
according to regional diplomats.
- Pyongyang’s new initiative
was communicated to the South
Korean Unification Minister,
Chung Dong-young, by his
DPRK counterpart, Kwon Ho-
ung. While inter-Korean family
reunions and Seoul’s supply of
fertilizer to the DPRK would fig-
ure in the fresh talks, Mr. Rhee
indicated that a significant issue
would be the “ways to get back
on track the stalled inter-Ko-
rean relations” and the South’s
“position on the Nerth Korean
nuclearissue”,

15 MAY 2005 THE MU



Taiwan rejects

VB~
" China offer

Taipei/Beijing, May 13
(Reuters): Taiwan today re-
jected Chinese offers of eco-
nomic sweeteners and a new
formula to define current bi-
lateral ties, dashing hopes for
fresh talks between the rivals
and prolonging a dangerous
stalemate.

James Soong, head of Tai-
wan’s second-biggest opposi-
tion party, and Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao proposed a
“two sides, one China” formu-
layesterday as a basis for talks
between Beijing and an island
it considers its own.

China also offered to ease
employment for Taiwan resi-
dents on the mainiand, simpli-
fy entry and exit procedures
and reduce tuition fees for Tai-
wan students. The move e
as Soong ended a nine-day
visit, the latest in a string by
opposition delegations.

Beijing’s strategy aims to
increase pressure on Presi-
dent Chen Shui-bian, who sup-
borts indepentienceor Tiar-
wan, the self-governing island,,
China insists must return to
the fold. China’s Kuomiftang
Nationalist authorities fled to
Taiwan in 1949 and set up their
government there after losing

power on the mainland to Mao '

Zedong’s communist armies.
Chen’s government said
today that any agreements be-

THE TELE
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tween China ‘and the island’s
opposition parties were of no
consequence and Beijing
should deal with the govern-
ment on these issues.

“The government is disap-
pointed and regrets that Chi-
na’s policy towards Taiwan is
still rigid and shows no coner-
ete sincerity to improve bilat-
eral relations,” said Michael
You, vice chairman of Tai-
wan’s Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil. “We insist any issues relat-
ing to government authority .
must be discussed through of-
ficial channels on both sides,”
he said, adding that Taiwan re-
mained willing to open dia- '
logue with China on an equal
basis with no preconditions.

China said its offers were
aimed at deepening ties be-
tween the two sides. Economic
links have flourished despite a
long political stalemate that
has turned the Taiwan Strait
into a dangerous flashpoint.

“This is another gesture of

“aimnity of easing tensions

across the Taiwan Strait,”
China’s Xinhua news agency
reported, quoting Chen Yun-
lin, head of China’s Taiwan
Affairs Office,



N Korea raises
ke stakes

Associated Press

SEOUL, May 11. — North

Korea today said it had-

completed removing spent
nuclear fuel rods from a
reactor — a move that
would allow it to harvest
more weapons-grade plu-
tontum -- in the Stalinist

state’s latest provocation -

amid a deadlock in disar-
mament talks.

A North Korean foreign
ministry spokesman said in
a statement that the coun-
try had “successfully fin-
ished” removing 8,000 fuel
rods from the reactor at its
Yongbyon nuclear com-
plex, which was shut down
last month, so it can “bol-
ster its nuclear arsenal”,

South Korean media re-
ported that reprocessing
the spent rods could yield
enough plutonium for ab-
out two nuclear bombs. To
get the plutonium, the rods
would first need to cool for
a couple months and then
be reprocessed, which also
takes two months,

North Korea — which
claims it already has at
least one atomic weapon
— is boosting its arsenal
“for the defensive purpose
of coping with the prevail-
ing situation”, the
unnamed North Korean
spokesman said in a state-
ment carried by the
North’s official Korean
Central News Agency.

The South Korean for-
eign ministry expressed
“serious concern” at the
development. “North Ko-

12 MAY 2003

Israeli fears

JERUSALEM, May 11, —
Israel suspects that Egypt,
Syria and Saudj Arabia
might have acquired nucles
know how from Pakistan's
dlisgraced scientist Dr AQ
Khan's network or from
North Korea, a media repot
shid. But Israsl dossn’t hav
arly solid evidence of any
secret nuclear activity
be\ond suspicions and
circumstantial evidence,
daily Ha'aretz said,

Isragli officials, who deal
with nuclear policy and
weayons controls, are said
to be keenly following the
praceedings of the
monitoring commitiee of the
Nuclaar Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) in New York,
which convened yesterday
for ifs second week of
deliberations, it said. — PT!

rea should immediately
halt acticns that have a neg-
ative impact” on efforts to
resume disarmament talks,
the ministry said. “We
strongly urge North Korea
to return to the six-party
talks without delay.”

The Noith spokesman
emphasised Pyongyang’s
desire to have a self-refjant
nuclear power industry.

Six-nation talks aimed at
getting Pyorigyang to give
up its nuciear ambitions
have been stalled since
June, with Pyongyang insis-
ting it won’t return until
Washington drops its “hns-
tile policy”. North Korea
says the USA is planning
an invasion,

/
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Kim Jong-il
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Korea on

-‘brink of
first nuke
blast: US

FRANCIS HARRIS

Washington, May 7: Ameri-
ca’s spy satellites have detect-
ed frenetic activity in North
Korea indicating that the se-
cretive Stalinist state is on the
verge of detonating a nuclear
weapon for the first time.

The preparations include
the construction of a review-
ing stand that might be used
by Pyongyang’s leadership to
observe a test explosion.

Intelligence officers re-
gard that as highly significant
since Kim Jong-il's regime
constructed a similar stand
seven years ago when it fired a
new missile over Japan, an act
which triggered a major re-
glonal security crisis.

Three US officials de-
scribed evidence of extensive
tunnelling in the country’s
north-east in an area called
Kilchu, similar to that re-
quired for an underground nu-
clear blast, the New York
Times reported. The work was
said to resemble the activity
associated with Pakistan’s nu-
clear test in 1998.

The activity could not be
explained by commetrcial min-
ing, American officials said.
To prepare an underground
test site, earth is removed and
anuclear device is placed deep
underground before the spoil
is reused to seal up the shaft.

The aim is to keep the ra-
dioactivity underground.
“You see them ... taking mate-
rial back into the mine to plug
it up,” an official explained.
Bush administration officials
told the newspaper that it was
possible that the activity was
designed to fool the Ameri-
cans, to ratchet up the pres-
sure on them to give ground to
the impoverished state in ne-
gotiations.

On Thursday, President
George W Bush made a
lengthy telephone call to Hu
Jintao, the Chinese President,
during which they discussed
North Korea. Washington has
also passed the intelligence
material to its allies in the re-
gion, .including Japan and
South Korea.
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CHINA DIARY__}
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he entire country seems
l to have demonstrated
against the Japanese at-
tempt to rewrite history in
their textbooks, by whitewash-
ing the Rape of Nanjing in 1937
by their occupation treops,
who systematically massacred
300,000 unarmed Chinese. Iron-
ically, when students of Nan-
jing Univer51ty wanted to
march in protest against Japan
last week, their professors told
them not to.
“We can never forget,” said
a 21-year-old student for whom
the horror is part of history. To
make sure that his generation,
and future ones never forget,
the government has set up the
Memorial of the Nanjing Mas-
sacre. Unlike other historical
sites, entry here is free. Imagi-
natively designed to depict a
desolate wasteland, with white
cobblestones symbolizing corp-
ses; huge stone reliefs depict-
ing scenes of the massacre;
photographs taken by Japan-
ese soldiers of executions, of
raped women crying in agony
or being further humiliated by
being made to strip; and even a
life-like recreation of the
construction site where the re-
mains of thousands of bodies
were excavated in 199899 — the
memorial leaves visitors shak-
en. Memorial tablets listing the
massacre sites and the number
of bodies found in each exhort
visitors never to forget, and ad-
vise the Chinese to learn from
history and revitalize China to
prevent any such incident re-
curring. If only a similar me-
morial existed to the Jallian-
wala Bagh victims!

Golden city

Like Beijing, Nanjing is an old
city whose recorded history
goes back to 453 BC. It was
twice China’s capital, from the
14th to the 17th century and
again during Chiang Kai
Shek’s reign, till Mao’s army
liberated it in 1949. A monu-
ment commemorating the Red
Army’s crossing of the Yangtze
River on April 23, 1949 and the
liberation of Nanjing from the
Kuomintang, stands tall in the
center of the city, Statues of
Mao in various poses are avail-
able in the old city, and his slo-
gan, exhorting students to
unite, is inscribed on the gate
of Nanjing University.

But unlike Beijing and
Shanghai, Nanjing’s old quar-
ter, called Fuzimiao, has been
allowed to retain its distinct
character. A centre of Confu-
cian studies for the last 1,500
years, Fuzimiao’s main attrac-
tion is the Qinhui River. On
both sides of its banks are tra-
ditional Chinese buildings, the
most important being the Con-
fucius Temple, which has the
tallest statue of Confucius in
China, erected just 20 years
ago. Nearby are the imperial
examination halls, where as-
piring bureaucrats sat in sepa-
rate cubicles to write their
exams, though even this did
not prevent cheating, accord-
ing to the inscriptions there,

It was not even 100 years
ago that the imperial exams
were abolished to make way for
a public school system. Yet, the
contrast between the turn-of-
the-century elites and their de-
scendants today couldn’t be
greater — the former charac-
terized by their pigtails and
their long silk gowns, the latter
in jeans and streaked hair.

Fuzimiao abounds in con-
trasts: just 20 feet from the Con-
fucius Temple are KFC, Mc-
Donald’s and an old-style the-
atre. Young girls in the shortest
of black hot pants, bikini tops
and hoots strut around its en-
trance, inviting viewers inside,
while an open police jeep
makes its rounds. In contrast,
the new Nanjing city seems de-
serted even in this “Golden
May Day Holiday Week”.
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China lifts Taiwan tourism

China Daily/ANN

BEILJING, May 3. — Beijing will lift
restrictions on Chinese tourists to
Taiwan. The Chinese government
has also offered to scrap tariffs on
more than 10 kinds of fruit from
Taiwan and allow imports of six
more fruit species, in a package of
aids to help the island’s economy.

The offerings, in addition to a pair
of giant pandas, were made by
Beijing as a gesture of goodwill at
the end of a landmark visit by
Taiwan Kuomingtang (KMT) leader
Mr Lien Chan today.

However, it is up to the Taiwan
government headed by Mr Chen
Shui-bian whether the offerings will
be accepted and implemented, ana-
lysts said.

“We feel that their gift of giant
pandas is partly to further their
political goal of re-unification,” said
DPP member Jao Yung-ching at a
news conference in Taiwan.

Mr Lien is the first KMT chair-
man to set foot on the mainland
since 1949, He has left Shanghai for
Taipei on Tuesday after a historical
week-long trip in which he also visit-
ed Nanjing, Beijing and Xi’an.

The trip “finished very happily,
smoothly and successfully”, Mr Lien
said before boarding the plane. “We
have been warmly received by the
central committee of the Communist
Party.” The Taiwanese Opposition
leader said the KMT had agreed with
China’s Communist Party to establish
a “platform” for exchanges in the eco-
nomic and trade field. “The establish-
ment of such a platform is of vital
importance, as currently there’s still
no sign of official contacts between

the two sides,” he said, referring to |

the chilly relationship between Tai-
wan’s government and Beijing.

“The Taiwan government should
make adequate preparation so that
the two sides can negotiate and
implement their agreement to end
hostilities,” Lien said.

Lien said that as part of the
peace agreement, the two sides
ought to set up a system of mili-
tary confidence-building mea-
sures. “Oral arrangements are
not enough,” he said. “It’s
important to establish a system
to ensure mutual military

Beijing’s offers gave Lien
high-profile symbolic success
to help deflect criticism from

g

-

those in Taiwan who accuse him of
selling out the island’s interests.

His success could boost his party’s
platform of unification with China,
while undermining Chen’s indepen-
dence-leaning policies.

The fruit tariff exemption could
help the KMT win supporters in
southern Taiwan, a mainly agricultur-
al region, eroding the support base of
Mr Chen Shui-bian, who is reviled by
the mainlanders and overseas
Chinese community for his
pro-independence
stance.

“The mainland
is ready to pro-
vide conve-
nience in
terms of
cus-
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GOODWILL GES

TURE: China on

toms pass, inspection and quaran-
tine for Taiwan fruits to access the
mainland market,” the head of
China’s Taiwan Affairs Office, Mr

Chen Yunlin, said. “We hope rele--

vant Taiwan departments in charge
of the issue will give the green light
for Taiwan agri-

cultural

THE STATESMAN

Tuesday said it would present

Taiwan with a pair of pandas as a symbol of friendship. — AFP

organisations to hold consultations
with the mainland on issues con-
cerning the place of origin certifi-
cate, inspection, quarantine as well
as direct transport to improve effi-
ciency and reduce risk.”
The biggest obstacle to the sale of
Taiwan’s  farm
pro-

L

curbs

duce on the mainland was the
absence of direct flights. Beijing has
been pushing for Taipei to end a
decades-old ban on direct trade,
transport and mail links.

Mr Lien’s visit, and one starting
later this week by James Soong, head
of Taiwan’s People First Party (PFP),
“helped deepen the affection bet-
ween Chinese compatriots on the two

sides,” Mr Chen said. “We hope the
pandas, with their tame nature,
air of nobleness and cuddly
looks will bring joy and
laughter to the
Taiwan compatri-
ots, children in
particular.”

7
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Missile test hits peace hopes

N. Korean projectilé ican hit U.S., fears intelligence agency

Justin McCurry |4/ iy

TOKYO: International efforts to persuade
North Korea to abandon its suspected
nuclear weapons programme were in
danger of unravelling on Sunday amid
reports that it has launched a short-
range conventional missile into the Sea
of Japan.

“It appears that there was a test of a
short-range missile by the North Ko-
reans and it landed in the Sea of Japan,”
the White House Chief of Staff, Andrew
Card, said.

U.S. agencies were still assessing the
information to determine exactly what

0 3 MAY 2003

L

took place. Yonhap, the official South
Korean news agency, quoted intelli-
gence officials in Seoul as saying a mis-
sile was launched just north of
Hamhung on North Korea’s east coast.

Japanese media had earlier quoted
Government sources as saying that the
missile, launched at around 8 a.m. Japa-
nese time, had a range of about 100 km
and was most likely to have been an
anti-ship or small ballistic missile.

It was not immediately clear whether
the launch was a test.

The launch of a missile would almost
certainly damage the prospects for the
multi-party nuclear talks involving the

"y

two Koreas, China, the U.S,, Russia and
Japan, which have been stalled for al-
most a year.

“Negotiating tactic”

However, analysts say such launches
are part of a familiar negotiating tactic —
that of creating a minor crisis which
could force concessions.

The North is thought to have test-fired
short-range missiles three times in 2003.
The U.S. defence intelligence agency has
said that Pyongyang could mount a nu-
clear warhead on a missile capable of
hitting the U.S. west coast. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2005



Neighbours

hrug off
‘((S Koreﬁ\
T?\xssﬂe test

Seoul/Tokya, May 2
(Reuters): North Korea’s sus-
pected missile test at the week-
end was not a major worry for
the region since it appeared to
be a short-range weapon inca-
pable of carrying a nuclear
warhead, officials said today.

But the test would strain ef-
forts to restart talks on Py-
ongyang’s nuclear  pro-
gramimnes, they said.

North Korea test-launched
what appeared to be a short-
range missile into the Sea of
Japan yesterday, US officials
said.

The test came as Washing-
ton officials indicated Py-
ongyang may be headed to-
ward a nuclear test.

“Is this the kind of missile
that can carry a nuclear war-
head? Not really,” a South Ko-

' rean government official said

on condition of anonymity, re-
ferring to yesterday’s test.

A defence ministry spokes-
woman in Tokyo said Japan
had yet to confirm whether
the launch took place.

“At this point, the missile
in question is thought to have
flown a very short distance
and cannot be described as

+ something that immediately
. has a particular impact on our
i country’s security,” a spokes-

woman said.

Analysts said Pyongyang
may have meant to send a jolt
to a six-party process aimed at
ending North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions, which have been
stalled since June 2004. /



Taipei rejects

3.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAIPEI April 30. — Taiwan’s
Premier today said Opposition
leader Mr Lien Chan made
illegal pledges during a meet-
ing with China’s President —
the highest-level contact since
the Communists and Nation-
alists split during a civil war
nearly six decades ago.

In Beijing yesterday, Mr Lien
and Chinese President Hu
Jintao said they would promote
an end to cross-strait hostilities
and seek closer economic ties.

In Taipei today, Taiwan Pre-
mier Mr Frank Hsieh said it
was up to the government to
negotiate deals with China,
not Opposition groups.

“The Opposition party must
make an effort to become the
ruling party, and then repre-
sent the people and go negoti-
ate,” he told reporters. “You

Premier Mr Frank Hsieh

can’t have the Opposition going
to negotiate, that’s not defensi-
ble from a legal standpoint.”
Other government officials
have also criticised the meet-
ing, calling Beijing insincere
and saying the talks would not
improve frosty relations.

0% My 200s
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Mr Hmeh also had a dig at
how  the  Nationalist-led
Opposition — which holds a
majority in Taiwan’s parlia-
ment — obstructed government
proposals. “I  envy the
Communist Party — in 15 min-
utes they can reach a consen-
sus. But here at the legislature,
public works budgets still
havent been passed after 15
months,” he said.

Also yesterday, Mr Lien
voiced concerns that Taiwan’s
democracy could “recede” and
accused the island’s judiciary of
a lack of impartiality.

Mr Su Tseng-chang, chairman
of the ruling Democratic Prog-
ressive Party, said Mr Lien’s
comments were ill-placed. “Mr
Lien... goes to China, (a coun-
try) which doesn’t have democ-
racy, to criticise Taiwan's
democracy... that makes people
shake their head.”

THE STATESMAN

truce talks
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Taiwan leader
on ‘historic’,

Chinavisit .
,. — SN .

AP

Supporters and opponents of Lien Chan scuffle at
Chiang Kai-shek International airport in Taiwan.

Reuters
Nanjing, April 26

TAIWAN OPPOSITION
leader Lien Chan began a
historic “journey of pea-
ce” to China on Tuesday,
seeking reconciliation
with an old enemy even
as pro-independence sup-
porters in Taipei protest-
ed against the trip.

Lien, the first chair-
man of the Nationalist
Party or Kuomintang
(KMT) to set foot on Chi-
nese soil since 1949, when
the party was toppled by
the communists and fled
to Taiwan, was lavished
with red-carpet treat-
ment and flowers upon
his arrival in Nanjing.

“Geographically, Nan-
jing is not far from Taipei
but it has been more than
60 years since my last vis-
it here,” Lien told a crowd
on the tarmac, referring
to the Nationalists’ one-
time capital. “So, seeing
you now, I regret that I
have not seen you earlier.”

China views Taiwan as

part of its territory and
has pointed an estimated
700 missiles at the demo-
cratically ruled island,
making Taiwan Strait one
of Asia’s most dangerous
hot spots. Tensions have
been re-ignited by Bei-
jing’s enactment of an
anti-secession law in Mar-
ch, which sanctioned non-
peaceful measures agai-
nst Taiwan should it push
for formal statehood.

In Taipei, protesters
called Lien “traitor!” and
scuffled with riot police
at the airport, infuriated
that he appeared to be
playing into Beijing’s str-
ategy of wooing the pro-
unification opposition to
alienate independence-
leaning Taiwan Preside-
nt Chen Shui-bian.

Lien, whose KMT par-
ty supports unification
with a democratic China,
avoided the angry crowds
who waved sticks, threw
eggs, fired slingshots and
Iit firecrackers. Several
protesters had bloodied
foreheads.

27 wre
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‘Taiwan Opposmon leader

in China on peace

ESED NN

L|en Chan’s eight-day visit could be a path- breakmq

P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: The Kuomintang
(KMT) Chairman and Taiwan’s
Opposition leader, Lien Chan,
arrived in Nanjing in China’s
- mainland on Tuesday on an
eight-day visit which, according
to political observers in the re-
gion, could turn out to be a path-
breaking exercise.

The international community
recognises ‘' the non-sovereign
territory of Taiwan as an integral
part of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) under the univer-
sally endorsed One-China
policy.

Mr. Lien, who had earlier ac-
cepted the tour-invitation from
the Communist Party of China

27 APk 2008

(CPC) Central Committee, is
scheduled to meet the President,
Hu Jintao.

The meeting will be the first
between the highest leaders of
the CPC and the KMT since Au-
gust 1945, when Chairman Mao
Zedong and Chiang Kai-Shek,
met at Chongging to “negotiate
an end to the civil war” between

the two sides, it was recalled in

Beijing on Tuesday. With the
CPC triumphing in the civil war,
the PRC came into being in 1949,
even as Taiwan became home to
the KMT and its followers.

Mr. Lien will visit Beijing,
Xi’an [his birthplace] and Shang-
hai, besides Nanjing, once the
capital of the KMT regime.

Mr. Lien said he was hopeful

" /rwhlm

i

“\1

LXCEI’ cise

that his visit to the Chinese
mainland could “lay the ground-
work for improved relations and
closer trade links” across the
Taiwan Straits.

Scuffles at airport

Scuffles broke out between
the KMT followers and the sup-
porters of Taiwan’s ‘pro-inde-
pendence’ President, Chen
Shui-bian, at the Taipei airport,
even as Mr. Lien left for Nanjing.

While these clashes were seen
in the regional diplomatic circles
as a sign of the current political
divide within Taiwan, Mr. Lien
had emphasised, a day earlier,
that “cross-Straits exchanges
should no longer be hampered
by the mindset of civil war.”

L |

THE HiiiZU

mISSlOIl

The KMT, which now de-
scribed Mr. Lien’s visit as “a
journey of peace,” had earlier
sent a delegation, led by Chiang
Pin-kung, to the Chinese main-
land on what was described as
“an ice-breaking trip.”

Mr. Lien’s visit has acquired
much importance in the cross-
Straits relations in the specific
context of the new Taiwan-relat-
ed anti-secession law that Chi-
na’s National People’s Congress
has enacted.

According to diplomatic
sources, China’s anti-secession
law is an answer to the Taiwan
Relations Act of the United
States - an enactment which
Washington often cites in its
dealings with Beijing.
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in Korea

o

Reuters g W

Jakarta, April 23

NORTH AND South Ko-
rea discussed the stalled
six-party talks on Py-
ongyang’s nuclear plans
in Jakarta on Saturday,
but there was no break-
through on the impasse.

It was the second high-
level meeting between
the two sides after their
first such contact in five
years the previous day.

South Korea’s Yonhap
news agency, however,
said the second-ranked
leaders of the two Kore-
as, who met on the side-
lines of an Asia-Africa
summit, did agree that
stalled bilateral dialogue
between them should re-
sume.

The North had broken
off formal contact with
the South last July after
Seoul airlifted 468 North
Korean defectors from
Vietnam, angering Py-
ongyang.

“It was the highest-lev-
el meeting between the
South and the North
since the summit on
June 15, 2000, said South
Korean Prime Minister
Lee Hae-chan, after the
talks with North Korea’s
president of parliament,
Kim Yongnam, who de-
ferred to Lee when asked
by reporters to comment.

“We had a great deal of

24 4ep 2095

AP

North Korean leader Kim Yong-Nam and South Korean
Prime Minister Lee Hae-Chan meet in Jakarta.

No breakthrough

N-talks

weo A g/l
frank discussions o
portant issues ...
beyond scheduled time.
It was a good meeting,”
Lee said. The discussions
lasted about 30 minutes.

“We had frank discus-
sions about dialogue be-
tween the authorities (of
the South and North) and
the six-party talks,” he
said without elaborating.

Kim Yong-nam echoed
the North’s existing posi-
tion on the six-party ta-
ks, saying Pyongyang
would return to the table
“if the climate is ma-
ture,” Yonhap quoted
Lee’s spokesman as say-
ing.

But on bilateral dialog-
ue, the spokesman quot-
ed Kim as saying: “Based
on the principle of co-ex-
istence of our people, it
is the North’s firm posi-
tion to realise talks be-
tween the authorities of
the North and South.”

The two Koreas, the
United States, Japan,
Russia and China have
met for three rounds of
discussions — aimed by
the others at stopping the
North’s development of
nuclear weapons — with-
out substantive progress.

A fourth round sched-
uled for last year never
took place because Py-
ongyang wants Washing-
ton to drop what it calls a
hostile policy.
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Taiwan leader to visit
" Chma after

BEIJING, April 20. — Mr Lien Chan, chairman'of Tai-
wan’s Kuomintang (KMT) party, will visit the mainland
cities of Nanjing, Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai from 26
April to 3 May, officials said today.

Mr Licen will be the first KMT chairman to visit the
mainfand since the then ruling party fled to Taiwan in
1949 after losing a civil war.

The schedule was jointly decided by the Taiwan Work
Office of Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) and the relevant department of the KMT
party.

Mr Licn will lead a KMT delegation for the visit at the
invitation of Hu Jintao, general secretary of the CPC
Central Committee.

On 18 April Mr Chen Yunlin, director of the Taiwan
Work Office of CPC Central Committee, held talks with
Mr Lin Feng-cheng, secretary-general of the KMT par-
ty, to finalise details of Mr Lien’s trip.

“I'will sincerely exchange views with Chinese Commu-
nist Party general secretary Hu Jintao on issues of mutu-
al concerns,” Mr Lien told KMT officials and reporters.

“My goal is to seek peace and stability over the Taiwan
Strait and to create a mutually beneficial basis for the fu-
ture development of cross-strait relations,” he said. “We
are making the trip with peace, goodwill and sincerity in
mind... there is no need to blow up the issue like some ‘f-
ricnds’ are deliberately doing so,” he said.

Mr Lien is scheduled to head to Nanjing on 26 April
on his eight-day “peace trip” that will also take him to
Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai.

Appeal for calm

China today appealed to its people to end violent pro-
tests over Japan’s handling of its wartime past, urging
them to express their feelings in a “calm” way, but also
asked Tokyo to adopt “a correct view of history” if it
wants to improve Sino-Japanese relations, adds PTI
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‘Halt at North Korean nuclear.

N

e

reactor raises bomb fear ..

. N
Move designed to pressure America to resume talks? o

Jonathan Watts iV i

LONDON: North Korea has halted
operations at its nuclear reactor,
prompting the fear that it may be
extracting fuel rods for process-
ing into weapons-grade
plutonium.

Less than a week after Pyon-
gyang threatened to expand its
atomic arsenal, the action seems
to be designed to frighten the
U.S. and regional powers into re-
suming talks.

The 5SMW reactor in Yonghy-
on is thought to have been in
operation since early 2003, sev-
eral months after international
nuclear inspectors were ejected.

Analysts estimate that the
rods could yield enough plutoni-
um for at least two bombs if
North Korea has the necessary
reprocessing technology.

The CIA and South Korean in-
telligence believe Pyongyang has
enough fissile material for six

- weapons. More would increase
its military options or, it is
feared, let it sell bombs for much
needed foreign currency.

“I think we’ll have to deal with
the suspension of the SMW reac-
tor as a weighty issue,” Kim

" Sook, Director-General of the
South Korean Foreign Ministry,
told journalists.

Lastweek, North Korea boast-
ed that it was “a mighty posses-
sor of nuclear weapons.” CLOSURE OPENS FEARS: A nuclear facility in Yongbyon, North Korea, is seen in this

Kim Yong-nam, the National  pjgitqiGlobe satellite image. - REUTERS
Assembly president, said, “We g g

will continue to expand our to be considering a tougher pol- nullified an agreement which the nuclear stand-off have pro-
atomic forces as long as the icy towards Pyongyang, includ- froze North Korea’s nuclear pro- duced no tangible results after
United States conducts policies ing asking the U.N. Security gramme for eight years but put almost two years. — ©Guar-
to isolate and suffocate North Council to impose sanctions. nothing in its place. dian Newspapers Lil9ited
Korea.” Washington is thought The first Bush administration Sporadic talks aimed at easing 2005 -
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Taiwanese
march -
against

war threat

T

Associated Press
Taiwan, March 26

HUNDREDS OF thousands of
Taiwanese marched in the
capital on Saturday to protest
Beijing’s new law sanctioning
the use of force if Taiwan
moves toward formal inde-
pendence. “China is a violent
country. We want nothing to do
with it,” said protester Wu
Chao-hsiung, a carpenter from
Taipei. “We have to insist on
the freedom to determine our
own fate,” he added.

China’s annual session of
parliament passed the anti-se-
cession law on March 14. Bei-
jing has claimed Taiwan as its
own since their split at the end
of the Chinese civil war in
1949. Thousands of tour buses
from all over the island arrived
in Taipei filled with protesters,
who assembled in 10 different
areas — each route represent-
ing one of the articles of the
anti-secession law. The protest-
ers then converged on the wide
boulevard in front of the Pres-
ident's office. Police estimated
the crowd at about a million.

President Chen Shui-bian, a
fierce critic of Beijing's com-
munist leadership, appeared
at an intersection along one of
the protest routes and waved
at bystanders. As he promised,
Chen didn’t speak at the rally,
but he mounted a stage and
chanted slogans with the
crowds. He closed off the event
by singing a song — Taiwan is
our baby. -

China’s state-run China Dai-
Iy said the march could raise
tensions and set back bilateral
ties, and cautioned against
acts by Chen at the rally.
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" nose at Washmgto

Seoul: North Korea raised the
stakes in the nuclear standoff on
Tuesday, saying it had increased its
atomic arsenal as Washington
pressed Pyongyang to return to six-
party talks.

Just hours after US Secre
tary of State Condoleezza Rice F5
called on North Korea to make
a “strategic” choice to drop its i
nuclear weapons, Pyongyang
said it had already taken
measures to boost its arsenal.

“In the face of the enemy’s |
mounting war provocations,
our armed forces and the peo- §
ple have already been fully f
prepared for war mobilisa-
tions in order to bust any ag-
gression attempts at one
sweep and taken the decisive
measure of increasing our nu-
clear arsenal,” North Korea said in
aradio broadcast monitored here by
Yonhap news agency.

The North Korean statement
came as the country’s premier, Pak
Pong-ju, arrived in China for talks
that are likely to touch on the nu-
clear crisis. China is the North’s

i main benefactor and analysts said

North Korean premler Pak Pong -Ju (nght)
reviews a guard of honour in Beijing on
Tuesday accompanied by his Chinese

)

Ay

(\\
Pak’s talks in Beijing would proba
bly cover how the North responds to
Rice’s visit.

China has hosted three inconclu-
sive rounds of the talks that include
North and South Korea, the US, Chi-

counterpart Wen Jiabao
na, Japan and Russia. A fourth
round planned for late 2004 never
materialised.

South Korean officials said
North’s announcement on Tuesday
was Pyongyang’s way of toughening
its stance against Washington and
expressing its anger about war
games in the South. agencies
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<~ U.S., Japan concerned
over North Korean move

g K Hn - (l'
. By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 20. The United States
and Japan have expressed “deep con-
cern” over North Korea, especially
Pyongyang’s withdrawal from the mul-
ti-party talks over its nuclear pro-
grammes; and the Japanese Foreign
Minister, Nobutaka Machimura, has
agreed with China’s assessment that
saw “no prospects as to when” North
Korea would be returning to the talks.

The security talks between the two
countries involving the American Sec-
retaries of State and Defence along with
their Japanese counterparts seemed to
be mostly focussed on the evolving sit-
uation over North Korea but is also said
to have included other issues pertain-
ing to the Asia-Pacific including
Taiwan.

A brief joint press conference after
the meeting had no reference to Taiwan
even as a joint statement talked of “en-

Hr— £

couraging the peaceful resolution of is-
sues concerning the Taiwan Strait” as a
“common strategic objective”. Admin-
istration officials have quickly sought to
make the point that this is perhaps the
first time Tokyo has publicly stated its
concern about the tensions in that part
of the world.

One of the critical things that
emerged after the security talks was the
understanding between Washington
and Tokyo that “especially China” will
play an “important role” in persuading
Pyongyang to return to the negotiating
table. Coinciding with the talks here
and the visit of a Chinese official to
Pyongyang, the North Korean Foreign
Ministry has said that the country has
no justification for any talks with the
U.S,, given the hpstile policy of Wash-
ington. The U.S. and Japan also ex-
pressed concern about the increasing
military capability of China and what
this all means to the Asia Pacific.
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South Korea

wﬁ Mlalms, 5

nuke status
Korea HeraldlANN\é\V

J

SEOUL, Feb. 14. — South
Korea’s unification minis-
ter today said North Ko-
rea’s announcement that it
posesses nuclear weapons
does not mean that it is a
nuclear weapons state.

“There is a difference
between possessing nuclear
weapons and claiming to
possess nuclear weapons,”
Mr Chung Dong-young
told the National Assem-
bly. “It is too carly for us to
claim North Korea as a
nuclear state... there is no
reason to immediately
change our policies towards
North Korea that have
been consistent until now.”

Mr Chung, who also
heads the National Security
Council, said the North’s
announcement last Thurs-
day that it possesses nu-
clear weapons and will boy-
cott the six-party talks may
be an effort to increase its
bargaining chip in the mul-
tilateral negotiations. “I
believe the true purpose of
the North’s announcement
was to ask for its demands
to be met, rather than to
announce its possession of
nuclear weapons.”

A senior official said
Seoul is pushing to open
tripartite talks with the
USA and Japan at the end
of this month to discuss
counter measures. The
three-way mecting  wiil
possibly involve top nego-
tiators of the six-party talks
on the North’s nuclear
problems, a foreign min-
istry official confirmed.

o
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6‘ By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 18. In what is seen as
a major shift in not only alliance poli-
tics but also for its foreign policies, Ja-
pan will join the United States and
declare that Taiwan is amutual securi-
ty concern. The significant shift will
come after meetings between the Sec-
retary of State, Condoleezza Rice, and
Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld,
with their counterparts from Tokye
here on Saturday.

According to The Washington Post,
which has seen the draft of the docu-
ment, Japan will join the Bush admin-
istration in identifying security in the
Taiwan Strait as a “common security
objective” and in the process, signifi-

" Taiwan issue: U.S., Japan

_make common cause
ﬁ 0 /celu%ly a}ta tlle %@d scopeofthe

W

existing Japan-U.S. Security Alliance
which has been the cornerstone of
American East Asian policy. The revi-
sions in the alliance also call for Japan
to assume a greater role in conjunc-
tion with the U.S. in Asia and beyond.

The Japanese move is bound to un-
settle relations with China for Tokyo
has been content until now to stay on
the sidelines of the Taiwan issue and
has even now maintained that it has
not changed its stance that the Taiwan
issue must be resolved peacefully. For
the record Japanese officials have said
that their Constitution places limita-
tions on what can be done in the event
of a U.S.-China confrontation over

THE Hnpy
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\/ PYONGYANG TALKS TOUGH @@g@/\s

WHILE NORTH KOREA has not tested a nuclear
weaporn, the international community for sever-
al reasons has not dismissed out of hand its
claim that it possesses atomic bombs. Pyon-
gyang never hid its intent to develop a nuclear
weapon capability; its nuclear facilities were not
monitored over the past three years; and it is
believed to have had a long association with the
proliferation network associated with Abdul Qa-
deer Khan. With the circumstantial evidence
tending to substantiate the claim, international
attention has focussed on other aspects of the
issue after North Korea declared its status as a
nuclear weapon power on February 10. Two
questions have come to the fore. What led Pyon-
gyang to make the declaration now? And, can
this particular genie be put back into the bottle
through the revival of the six-party talks devoted
to the issue or by other means? The Democratic
People’s Republic maintains it was provoked in-
to declaring its nuclear status and simuitaneous-
ly announcing its withdrawal from the stalled
talks because the United States was pursuing an
“ever-more undisguised policy” to isolate and
stifle it. This explanation appears credible given
recent signals from the Bush administration that
it has not lost its appetite for “regime change”
despite the experience of its disastrous Iraq pol-
icy. After U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice recently described it as an “outpost of tyr-
anny,” North Korea had even more reason to
fear that it would be targeted. However, analysts
have offered additional explanations. Some
think that the internal dynamics of the Kim Jong
Il regime drove it to make the declaration. Oth-
ers believe the declaration was intended to
strengthen Pyongyang’s bargaining position be-
fore it returned to the negotiating table.

China alone has sufficient credibility and in-
fluence to persuade North Korea to re-engage in

TEE HiNDU

the six-party discussions. Russia has also fol-
lowed a balanced approach but it can at best play
a complementary role. While South Korea has
stuck to the “Sunshine Policy” of reaching out to
its northern brethren, it cannot by itself do much
to revive the discussions. Japan appears, for its
own complex reasons, to have disengaged from
the six-party process. However, the countries
that are interested might not be able to do more
than ensure that the talks resumed. They cannot
provide the incentives that would make Pyon-
gyang jettison its nuclear weapon programme.
Those incentives can be provided only by the
United States as was demonstrated by the rela-
tive efficacy of the Agreed Framework policy fol-
lowed by the Clinton administration. North
Korea suspended its weapon programme and al-
lowed international inspection of its nuclear fa-
cilities during the eight years of Clinton
presidency in response to aid in the form of mon-
ey, food, and fuel. Pyongyang evidently did not
abandon its pursuit of a uranium enrichment
programme while agreeing to suspend the pluto-
nium reprocessing activities. For all that, there
was clearly some movement towards de-weap-
onisation.

While the Bush administration’s response to
the February 10 declaration was less harsh than
expected, the relative mildness might not last.
The U.S. has often spoken of its desire to raise the
North Korean nuclear weapon question in the
United Nations Security Council. Given the posi-
tion that China and Russia have taken on the
issue, there is little chance that the Security
Council will impose sanctions. Under the region-
al and international circumstances, the best
Washington can hope for is a revival of the six-
party discussions. However, for these talks to be
successful, the U.S. must at some stage engage
with North Korea bilaterally.
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K Korean checkers

Non- prohferatlon agenda is unravelllr\g

oes Pyongyang’s declaration that it possesses nuclear

weapons really make it the world’s eighth nuclear
weapons state? Unlike the other seven, however, it is not
known to have carried out any nuclear weapon tests. One
possibility, therefore, is that it may be bluffing. But US
intelligence estimates that it has between two and ten

nuclear weapons, although it is not known whether it is
able to deploy them. ?

Testing them may not be necessary, as the Pakistanis
have provided them with tested bomb designs in exchange
for ballistic missile technology, in which Pyongyang is
known to be fairly advanced. The latter is a prime reason
why the trigger-happy Bush administration is not
contemplating any—kind of military option against
Pyongyang, because even with conventional missiles they
could devastate Seoul, and perhaps Tokyo besides, in case
of war.

But given its ideological orientation, and its desire to
adopt an approach different from the Clinton adminis-
tration on Korea, the Bush team is not inclined to make
any concessions and face-saving gestures towards Pyon-
gyang during multilateral negotiations, despite Beijing and
Seoul pressing them to do so. The talks, which began in
2003, have not produced any tangible results so far. The
current declaration of nuclear weapon status could be
Pyongyang’s way of upping the ante.

Compared to its consistent sabre-rattling over Iraq and
Iran, Washington seems to have reacted very coolly to the
provocation from North Korea. But Washington is facing a
dilemma as well. If it chooses to ignore Pyongyang’s latest
move, it could up the ante by actually carrying out a
nuclear test. That would provoke Seoul and Tokyo to test,
and certainly blow the lid from Washington’s non-
proliferation agenda.

Another option would appear to be to call for United
Nations sanctions against North Korea, but sanctions have
in the past hardly ever been efficacious, whether against
Iraq, India or Pakistan. It is doubtful if the Chinese and
the Russians, both permanent UN Security Council
members, will sign on to the sanctions. North Korea is a
country where sanctions would push it over the edge; it is
also unlikely that South Korea would stand by while the
North starved.

It is very significant that Teheran is also hardening its
rhetoric on the nuclear issue, and President Khatami has
stated quite clearly that in case of an invasion of Iran, the
country would be a “burning hell” for invaders, which
could mean atomic weapons. The non-proliferation
agenda of Washington could well be unravelling before our
eyes.

If so, its inner inconsistency is to blame: Washington
keeps on developing its own nuclear devices, “modernises”
its arsenal and stays out of biological weapons
conventions, while expecting other countries to refrain, If
Washington wishes to be unilateral other countries can
claim excuses fpf going down the same route. If nuclear
weapons begome widespread, one day terrorists will get

their hand$ on them as well. /
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\/{(\,
NORTH KOREA has taken a cal-
culated bargaining risk by an-
nouncing for the first time it has
nuclear weapons, a South Korean
official said on Saturday, after the
United States rejected North Ko-

rean calls for one-on-one talks.

Pyongyang’s announcement
on Thursday that it had nuclear
weapons and was pulling out of
six-party talks aimed at curbing
its atomic ambitions presents a
major challenge to South Korea,
its main ally, the US, and China,
which has played a lead role in
the disarmament effort.

Australian Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer said after dis-
cussions with the North Korean
and Chinese envoys in Canberra
that he saw a reasonable chance
that Pyongyang would return to
the talks. South Korean vice-for-
eign minister Lee Tae-shik said it
was significant the North had not
declared outright it would not re-
turn to the negotiating table.

“It seems like the North was
trying to raise interest and the
stakes,” Lee said. “North Korea’s
statement said it had stopped par-
ticipating in six-way talks be-
cause conditions were not ripe.
That indicated there was room
for interpretation.”

North Korean media declared
on Saturday that the US wanted

Reuters 9
Seoul, February 12

South Korean soldiers man the
border with the North on Saturday.

to invade North Korea to domi-
nate Asia but conservative South
Korean dailies said Seoul must
not back down to Pyongyang.

Critical time

World leaders have warned Py-
ongyang against upping the ante
with its nuclear boast and tried to
play down its significance, saying
it merely confirmed what they al-
ready knew. But the development
comes at a critical time for Presi-
dent Bush at the start of his sec-
ond term, and who also faces con-

LY
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Hard bargain with N-

ontation with Iran over its nu-
clear ambitions. Secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice is to dis-
cuss North Korea with Chinese
foreign minister Li Zhaoxing and
South Korean Foreign Minister
Ban Ki-moon is already in Wash-
ington for talks.

Australia is seeking to mediate
in the face-off between Py-
ongyang and Washington. “The-
re’s a reasonable chance that
North will participate in the six-
party talks,” Downer said. “I tho-
ught it was important that China,
as well as the US and others,
played a role in getting these ne-
gotiations going again, and there
is cautious optimism that the
talks would resume.”

South Korea, still technically
at war with its impoverished
neighbour half a century after
the Korean War ended with an in-
conclusive truce, has tried to im-
prove relations through econom-
ic and humanitarian assistance.
Still, it lives under constant
threat from a state that masses 70
per cent of its 1.2-million-strong
army along a border that passes
just 65 km north of Seoul.

China, which has taken the
lead in promoting the talks, now
faces its toughest diplomatic cha-
llenge. It must choose between
putting pressure on its unruly
neighbour or watch three years of
diplomacy vanish in a cloud of
angry rhetoric.
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Kim regime seeks
public loyalty

ASSO ATED PRESS

SEOUL eb. 12. — North
Korea to y urged its people to
rally around Stalinist leader
Kim Jong Il, after Washington
rebuffed the country’s demand
for bilateral talks to curb nu-
clear tension.

Pyongyang’s state-run daily
Rodong Sinmun today allotted
the whole front page of its edi-
tion to an editorial that said “the
single-minded unity serves as
the strongest weapon”.

“At a time like today, when the
situation gets tense, no task is
more important than to
strengthen our single-minded
unity,” the editorial said. Minju
Joson, another state-run daily,
said: “Devotedly protecting the
leader is our life and soul.”

At the same time, North
Korea repeated warnings of
military clashes on its tense
western sea border with South
Korea, accusing Seoul of infil-
trating a warship into commu-
nist waters today following “a
grave situation created due to
the US imperialist warhawks’
invariable  hostile  policy
(towards the North)”.

In a news released carried by
the official news agency KCNA,
North Korea's navy command
said: “Such dangerous military
provocations may entail a very
serious disaster.” The accusa-

tions, repeated several times in
recent weeks and denied by the
South, coincided with the wors-
ening nuclear standoff.

The surge in communist rhe-
toric followed North Korea’s
announcement on Thursday
that the communist country has
nuclear weapons for self-de-
fence. With that declaration,
Kim brandished his strongest
diplomatic card yet and dramat-
ically escalated the nuclear
standoff with Washington and
its allies.

It remained unclear whether
North Korea intended to re-
main a nuclear power or was
trying to use the weapons as a
bargaining chip to win aid, di-
plomatic recognition and a non-
aggression treaty with the
Bush administration.

Singing the old tune

Harping on its old alleged
fears, North Korea today said
the USA was seeking to invade
the country in order to turn the
Korean peninsula inte a
springboard for its dominance
in Asia, adds AFP. Rodong
Sinmun, the official daily of the
Stalinist  country’s ruling
Korean Workers Party, also
accused Washington of exploit-
ing “human rights” issues in
the Stalinist nation in order to
cover up its hegemony. /



Seoul (South Korea): Since 2003, the
United States, the two Koreas, China,
Japan and Russia have held three rounds
of talks in Beijing aimed at persuading
the North to abandon nuclear weapons
development in return for economic and
diplomatic rewards. No significant
progress has been made. A fourth round
scheduled for last September was can-
celed when North Korea refused to at-
tend, citing what it called a “hostile” US
policy.

On Thurs-
day North Ko- {
rea publicly ac-
knowlged that
it has nuclear
weapons. Its
Foreign Min-
istry, in a state- |
ment carried
by the state-
run  Korean
Central News
Agencys aid §
Korea’s nu-
clear weapons
will remain (a) |
nuclear deter-

<@

ot

“outposts of tyranny.” e

“We have wanted the six-party talk
but we are compelled to suspend our
participation in the talks for an indefi-
nite period till we.have recognized that
there is justification for us to attend the
talks and there are ample conditions
and atmosphere to expect positive re-
sults from the talks,” the ministry said.

Still, North Korea said it retained its
“principled stand to solve the issue
through dialogue and negotiations and
" men its  ultimate
goal to denu-
clearize the Ko-
rean Peninsula
remain un-
changed.” Such
a comment has
widely been in-
terpreted as
" North Korea’s
. negotiating tac-
{ tic to get more
¢ economic and
diplomatic con-
cessions from
: the US before
‘ joining

-_—

S

onang’s action

] /ﬁ

e

rent for self-de-  FOES AGAIN: North Korea’s Kim Jong Il left) and US  crucial talks.

fense under president George Bush with secretary of state C Rice In Vienna, a
any circum- spokesman for
stances,” It said Washington’s alleged at- the International Atomic Energy

tempt to topple the North’s regime Agency said that “North Korea remains

THE IRON CURTAIN: (Clockwise from top left) A 1996 file photo of North Korea's
spent nuclear fuel rods kept in a cooling pend at the nuclear facilities in
Yongbyon, external view of the plant, South Korean soldiérs checking the fence
along the border in Paju on Thursday.and a file photo {April 25, 1992) showing o
North Korean military unit of missiles during a military parade in Pyongyang

“compels us to take a measure to bolster
its nuclear weapons arsenal in order to
protect the ideology, system, freedom
and democracy chosen by its people.”

In recent weeks, hopes had risen that
North Korea might return to the six-na-
tion talks, especially after Bush re-
frained from any direct criticism of
North Korea when he started his second
term last month.

On Thursday, North Korea said it de-
cided not to rejoin such talks any time
soon after studying Bush’s inaugural
and State of the Union speeches and af-
ter Rice labeled North Korea one of the

“eiiza “We deplore North Korea's refusal to
negotiate on an issue,the resolution of which
would bring so much benefit to the people of
that country.”

— Junior Foreign Office minister Bill Rammelf

1% “North Korea should return to
disarmament talks and end its international
isolation. The president of the United States
said in South Korea that the United States has
no intention to attack North Korea."
—Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

THE TIES OF INDIA

our single highest priority.”

“We know they have raw materials to
build nuclear weapons. We also know
that they have a delivery system and
they've expressed their intentions to
have a nuclear arsenal,” spokesman
Mark Gwozdecky said.

The nuclear crisis erupted in October
2002 when U.S. officials accused North
Korea of running a secret uranium-en-
richment program in violation of inter-
national treaties. Washington and its al-
lies cut off free fuel oil shipments for the
impoverished country under a 1994 deal
with the United States. a»

South Kevea: "Itis regrettable ... We want
North Korea's unconditional participation in
six-party talks. Our stance is that North
Korean nuclear weapons must not be
tolerated under any circumstances.”

— Official Statement

i “AS we have been doing, we are

going to work for a resumption of the six-way ;
talks while cooperating with other
participants.”

— Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
e

Tackle has Beijing 1

1jing In a corner

By Keith Bradsher
Beijing: After years of trying to
find middle ground between the
United States and North Korea,
China now finds itself in a diffi-
cult diplomatic position with Py-
ongyang's announcement that it
has  manufactured nuclear
weapons and is suspending nu-
clear negotiations, Chinese for-
eign policy experts said today.

Chinese leaders have consis-
tently urged the rest of the world,
and especially the US, to show
more patience with North Korea.
Beijing has consistently contend-
ed that it was unclear whether
North Korea had developed nu-
clear weapons, notwithstanding a
growing volume of American in-
telligence to the contrary.

onfronted with a statement by
Pvongvang mentioning that nu-

18 FEB 2009

clear weapons had been manufac-
tured, the Chinese government's
initial reaction today was silence.
North Korea's actions now puts Bei-
jing in a quandary. “China is now
facing a more awkward situation
because China always tries to per-
suade states to be more patient,”
said Jin Canrong, associate dean of
the School of International Studies
at People's University here.

Many Chinese diplomats are
likely to have a personal reason
for being upset with Pyongyang
this week: today's statement came
in the middle of Chinese New
Year celebrations, the biggest fes-
tival of the year. Offices across
Beijing are empty following an ex-
odus last weekend, as millions of
people across China returned to
their hometowns to celebrate with
their families. nvT News service

Trach f enaer way
Washington: Driven by new
evidence that North Korea
may have begun selling nu-
clear materials around the
world, US president Geroge
Bush sent an emissary last
week to see President Hu Jin-
tao of China and urge him to
intensify diplomatic pres-
sure on the North to give up
its weapons program, accord-
ing to senior American and
Asian officials.

The emissary, Michael
Green, delivered a letter from™™
Bush to Hu that, in the words
of: one American official,
“was written to underscore
the greatly heightened ur-
gency” of the problem. nyrnews

Service /
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Seoul, Feb. 10 (Reuters):
North Korea declared today
for the first time it possessed
nuclear weapons and pulled
out indefinitely from six-party
talks on its atomic ambitions,
saying it needed a defence
against a hostile US.

US secretary of state Con-
doleezza Rice played down the
dramatic announcement, say-
ing the United States had as-
sumed since the mid-1990s
that North Korea could make
nuclear weapons.

But she said North Korea
would only deepen its own iso-
lation, and forego internation-
al security guarantees if it
pulled out of six-party talks on
its nuclear programme.

Britain said it deplored the
north’s announcement, which
comes as some of the world’s
largest military powers have
been trying to coax the reclu-
sive communist government
to return to the stalled disar-
mament talks.

“We... have manufactured
nukes to cope with the Bush
administration’s evermore
undisguised policy to isolate
and stifle the DPRK,” the for-
eign ministry said in a state-
ment carried by the official
Korean Central News Agency.

DPRK is short for the
north’s official name, the De-
mocratic People’s Republic of
Korea. “Nuclear weapons will
remain (a) nuclear deterrent
for self-defence under any cir-
cumstances,” the ministry
said. The statement marks the
first time the north has pub-
licly said it has nuclear
weapons and is Pyongyang’s

first response to resuming six-
party talks since President
George W. Bush said in his in-
auguration speech on January
20 that he was committed to
ending tyranny.

While Bush did not specify
countries in his address last
month, Rice has singled out
North Korea as one of six
tyrannical regimes.

The statement also poses a
challenge to Bush, who has
long backed a diplomatic solu-
tion to the crisis but now faces
two nations he once named as
part of an “axis of evil” being
openly defiant about their nu-
clear programmes -— North
Korea and Iran. He went to
war with the third axis nation,
Iraq.

UN secretary-general Kofi
Annan said today he believed
North Korea could be brought
back to the negotiating table,
while Russia’s foreign min-
istry said it regretted the
north’s declaration of intent
to build up its nuclear arsenal
and halt its participation in
the six-way dialogue.

Neighbouring South Korea
and Japan responded swiftly
tothe north’s move to raise the
stakes in a crisis that has en-
gulfed North Asia for more
than two years, urging it to
abandon its nuclear pro-
grammes.

“We express our grave con-
cern over North Korea’s com-
ment on its possessing nuclear
weapons and we make it clear
again that we won’t tolerate
north’s nuclear weapons,” a
South Korean foreign min-
istry spokesman said.

Missiles on dispiay at a military parade
in Pyongyang. (AFP)

«In 1945, Soviet troops entered the northern half of Korea
and US troops the southern half to disarm the Japanese,
who had ruled the peninsula as a colony for 35 years

#In 1948, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) was established in Pyongyang under Kim il-sung

#In June 1950, North Korean troops attacked the South in
an attempt to reunite the country. Chinese “volunteers” later
joined them in battling US-led United Nations forces. The
July 1953 truce left the two Koreas still technically at war

#In 1994, North Korean leader Kim Jong-it inherited power
from his father Kim li-sung in the first communist dynastic

succession

#North Korea is the world’'s most militarised state relative to
population, with active forces of 1.14 million and reserves of

7.45 million

#Tensions rose in late 2002 after the US said Pyongyang
had admitted to pursuing a nuclear arms programme in
violation of a 1994 agreement that was to have frozen its

atomic weapons ambitions

Rice, speaking in Luxem-
bourg, said the US had no in-
tention of attacking or invad-
ing North Korea and said she
hoped the talks, which also in-
volve South Korea, China,
Japan and Russia, would re-
sume soon.

“The fact of the matter is
that the world has given them

away out and they should take
that way out,” she said.

Nuclear proliferation ex-
perts said North Korea has
likely produced enough pluto-
nium for a small number of
weapons but no one can say for
certain if the north has the
ability to assemble and deliver
a nuclear bomb.

Seoul, Feb. 10 (Reuters):
North Korea’s declaration
that it possesses nuclear
weapons does not necessarily
mean it has a tested nuclear
weapons system that can be
deployed, defence analysts
said today.

North Korea made the
first official declaration of
possessing nuclear weapons
today and said it was sus-
pending participation in six-
country talks on its nuclear
programmes because the US
was hardening it stand.

“It is one thing to talk
about having a weapon and
it’s a different matter to talk
about a complete nuclear
weapons system,” said Baek
Seung-joo, who heads re-
search on the North Korean
military at South Korea’s In-
stitute for Defence Analyses.

North Korea has test fired
short- and medium-range
ballistic missiles, but its mis-
sile programme has been
marred by accidents.

The reliability of the
north’s boast that it has nu-
clear weapons does not trans-
late to its possession of a gen-
uine and certified weapons
system, which requires tests,
Baek said. “It is questionable
whether North Korea has the

“N. Korea drops nuke bombshell

BEHIND RED CURTAIN

alysts
sceptical

Kim Jong-il

capability to mount a reliable
nuclear warhead,” Baek
said.

Gary Samore, director of
Studies at the International
Institute for Strategic Stud-
ies in the United Kingdom
said those looking at the
issue are pretty confident
that North Korea has enough
plutonium to build a small
number of weapons. But he
cautioned that nothing was
confirmed regarding the
north’s nuclear capabilities.

“Most people in the field
assume that North Korea can
deliver a simple, implosion
weapon by missile with a
range that could hit Tokyo,”
Samore said, adding that no
one was certain if North
Korea had actually produced
nuclear weapons.
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“Nuclear arms to
face U.S. threat,

i

says N.

Korea

l&g 4By . 8. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, FEB. 10. The Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea (DPRK) today announced its
open-ended withdrawal from
the stalled six-party talks on its
nuclear-weapons programme.

Significantly, Pyongyang has
also affirmed, in the most cate-
gorical terms yet, that it has
“manufactured nukes” to face
Washington’s “ever-more un-
disguised policy to isolate and
stifle the DPRK.”

Announcing the decision on
the multilateral parleys, which
are being hosted by China, the
DPRK é&xplicitly cited its threat
perceptions arising out of the
statements by the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, and his
colleagues.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice, is reported to
have said at Luxembourg that
North Korea’s move might only
“deepen” its “isolation” and
that Washington must consult
the other participants on this
development.

Possible scenario

- The other participants in the
dialogue are South Korea, Japan
and Russia. So far, three rounds
have been held, launched in Au-
gust 2003, and there has so far
been no agreement on sched-
uling the fourth round that was
originally proposed for last Sep-
tember.

Though no definitive pro-
gress has been achieved so far,
several possible scenarios for a
final solution emerged during
the third round, on the basis of
a general consensus on the
need for a complete, verifiable
and irreversible dismantlement
(CVID) of the North Korean nu-
clear-weapons programme.

Emphasis
Pyongyang has always insist-

| ed on suitable security assur-
| ances, while some participants

2

have laid emphasis on keeping
the entire Korean peninsula free
of nuclear weapons.

As monitored today in Seoul,
a traditional listening post in re-
spect of North Korea, the DPRK
Foreign Ministry said: “We have
wanted the six-way talks but we
are compelled to suspend our
participation in the talks for an
indefinite period until we have
recognised that there is justifi-
cation for us to attend the talks
and [until] there are ample con-
ditions and an atmosphere to
expect positive results from the
talks.”

Other key elements of Pyon-
gyang’'s new statement related
to its perceptions that the U.S
had now “disclosed its attempt
to topple the political system in
the DPRK at any cost” and that
Washington was “threatening”
to use “the nuclear stick” in pur-
suit of this objective.

The statement said: “The
[second] Bush administration
fhas] termed the DPRK, its dia-
logue partner, an ‘outpost of
tyranny.”” Rejecting this “hos-
tile policy,” Pyongyang said
such an attitude had compelled
it to “bolster its nuclear weap-
ons arsenal”.

China’s hope
on talks

BEUJING, FEB 10. China, host of
the six-party talks on the North
Korean nuclear issue today ex-
pressed hope that the negotia-
tion mechanism could
continue.

“China has noticed the re-
ports saying the democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(North Korea) will suspend its
participation in the six-party
talks for an indefinite period,”
said the Chinese Foreign Minis-
try here. — PTI
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/NKnrea threat%

ns
attack onUS hasts
i

NORTH KOREA will turn US military bases
in the region into a “sea of fire” if war
breaks out on the Korean Peninsula, North
Korean media on Friday quoted a commu-
nist officer as saying.

The North’s state-run news media high-
lighted the comment hours after South Ko-
rea released a new defense policy paper that
revealed a United States reinforcement plan
to dispatch 690,000 troops and 2,000 war-
planes if war breaks out in Korea.

North Korea’s sabre-rattling rhetoric
comes as the isolated North is urging its mil-
itary to prepare for what it calls a US plan to
invade.

Washington and its allies say they are try-
ing to end the North’s nuclear weapons pro-
grammes through multinational disarma-
ment talks.

“If the United States’ imperialists ignite
flames of war, we will first of all strike all
bases of US imperialist aggressors and turn
them into a sea of fire,” North Korea’s Cen-
tral Radio quoted officer Hur Ryong as say-
ing, according to the South Korean news
agency Yonhap.

Hur was also quoted as saying that the
North Korean military will “thoroughly in-
cinerate the aggressor elements that collude
with the United States imperialists,” in an
apparent reference to South Korea and
Japan.

Hur made his comment on Wednesday
during a debate in Pyongyang on leader Kim
Jong II's “army-first” policy that stresses
military strength.
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"China, Taiwan begin
historic direct tlights

KA 7 7

Agence France-Presse
Taipei, January 29

A

THE FIRST direct flights between
bitter rivals China and Taiwan —
since the end of a civil war 55 years
ago — started carrying Lunar New
Year holidaymakers amid hopes of
improving cross-straits relations.

Six Chinese planes landed in
Taipei and one in southern Kaoh-
siung, while Taiwan’s China Air-
lines and EVA Airways also sent a
flight each to Beijing on the first
day of the temporary opening of
the air links. The planes are all
scheduled to return to their home
bases later on Saturday.

China’s flag carrier Air China
flew two planes from its subsidiary
Shangdong Airlines to avoid show-
ing the mainland flag in Taiwan.
. Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian,
? currently visiting the Pacific na-

tion of Palau, said the landmark
flights proved “difficulties can be
overcome as long as the two sides
have sincerity and sit down to ne-
gotiate”. Chen also urged Beijing
to allow the ajrcraft to fly over the
airspace of other countries, rather
than just Hong Kong, as with the
current services, the United Daily
News here reported.

Government officials, parlia-

pos ¥

TERS
Dragon dancers perform as
Taiwanese passengers board a
China Eastern flight bound for
Taipei at Pudong International
Airport in Shanghai on Saturday.

mentarians and business repre-
sentatives greeted passengers and
crew aboard the flights that first
landed in Taiwan at Taipei’s Chi-
ang Kai-shek International Air-
port. “The exchange of commer-
cial flights is a historic step in
cross-straits relations”, said Chiu
Tai-san, vice-chairman of Tai-
wan’s Mainland Affairs Council.
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N q}i’mi‘éa issued wartime

South olive biranch

&wguldelmes Daily \/

i % .
=
SEOUL, Jan. 5. — A newspaper
report has revealed that North
Korea had ordered its people to pre-
pare for a protracted war against the
United States, issuing guidelines on
how they would evacuate to under-
ground bunkers with weapons, food
and portraits of leader Kim Jong II.

The 33-page “Detailed Wartime
Guidelines” published in South
Korea’s Kyunghyang newspaper today
and verified by Seoul, was issued on 7
April, 2004, at a time when the
Communist regime was claiming that
it was Washington’s next target of
invasion following the Iraq War.

The manual — the first such North
Korean document made public to the
outside world — was signed by Kim
Jong I1 in his capacity as chairman of
the Central Military Committee of
the ruling Workers’ Party. That
ended speculation over whether Kim
has assumed the top military post fol-
lowing the death of his father
President Kim II Sung in 1994,

Analysts said the guidelines reflect-
ed Pyongyang’s fears of a possible US
military strike amid talks on its
nuclear weapons programmes, as well
as its campaign to whip up a sense of
crisis among its 22 million populace.
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SEOUL, Jan. 5. — Unificatior minister M\ X

Chung Dong-young today saiii that S Ko-
rea harbours no intention of threatening
the N Korean regime. He also said that
Seoul’s earlier policy of competing against
the Communist country has kxeen discar-
ded. He ruled out possible maiss defec-
tions of North Korean refugees in the fu-
ture, saying the North could fivel threat-
ened by any large defection. “
the North with North Korean clefectors is
not our policy” Mr Chung saicl. “The poficy
to compete with each system is already
obsolete” His remarks are seen as a gov-
emment effort to assure the nagime’s safe-
ty and to resume the stalied tiziks.

— The Korea: Herald/ANN

“The USA has cooked up suspicion
over our nuclear progranimes and is
escalating an offensive of internation-
al pressure to strangle and destroy
our republic,” the booklet said. “If
this tactic doesn’t work, it plots to use
this (nuclear) problem as an excuse
for armed invasion.”

Kyunghyang did not clarify where
it acquired the document classified
as “top secret” from. Seoul’s
National Intelligence Service said in
a one-sentence staternent: “We
believe the document refflects North
Korea’s wartime preparations.”
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