~ Abandon N-weapons, Nobel
lauréate ElBaradel tells world

Oslo (Norway): Nuclear watch og
agency chief Mohamed ElBaradei war!
on Saturday in accepting the 2005 No el
Peace Prize that humanity faces a choice
between nuclear weapons and survival.
ElBaradei, who shared the coveted
award with his International Atomic En-
ergy Agency(IAEA)—cited for their drive
to control the spread of nuclear weapons,

especially to terrorists.
, “I have no doubt that if we hope to es-
cape self-destruction, then nuclear

weapons should have no place in our col-

ElBaradei {left) and Yukiya Amano, Chairman
of the Board of Governors of IAEA, with the
Nobel Peace Prize award for 2005 on Saturday °

lective conscience, and no role in our se-
curity;” ElBaradei said in his acceptance
speech. The 63-year-old Egyptian and the
IAEAs Board of Governors Chairman
Yukiya Aman, from Japan, were accept-
ing the award on the 60th Anniversary of
the 1945 atomic bombings of the Japanese
cities of Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

“The Nobel Peace Prize is a powerful
message,” ElBaradei said. “A durable
peace is not a single achievement, but an
environment, a process and a commit-

ment.” cited for their drive to control the
spread of nuclear weapons, especially to
terrorists. “I have no doubt that if we
hope to escape self-destruction, then nu-
clear weapons should have no place in our
collective conscience, and no role in our
security,” ElBaradei said.

Meanwhile, ten scientists and literary
giant Harold Pinter received the Nobel
Prize at Stockholm’s Concert Hall from
Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf.

The prizes for medicine, physics, chem-
istry, literature and economics are handed

m out in Stockholm. The winners of
each category share a 10 million kro-
nor ($1.3 million) cheque, and also
receive a gold medal and diploma.
Australians Barry J Marshall
and Robin Warren won this year’s
physiology or medicine prize for
discovering a bacteria that causes
ulcers. Americans Roy J Glauber
and John L Hall and German
Theodor W Haensch won the
physics category for their work in
applying modern quantum physics
to the study of optics and light. The
chemistry prize went to Americans
Robert H Grubbs and Richard R
* Schrock and Yves Chauvin of
France for their development of a
chemical ‘dance’ that makes mole-
cules swap atoms. The Nobel Memorial
Prize in Economic Sciences was given to
Israeli-American Robert J Aumann and
American Thomas C Schelling for re-
search on game theory, a branch of ap-
plied mathematics that uses models to
study interactions between countries,
businesses or people.

Literature winner Harold Pinter, a
British playwright, could not travel to due
to poor health, but has sent his publisher
to accept the award on his behalf, a»
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Sign NPT first, then think of
NSG, Norway tells India

Says Rules Can't Be
Relaxed But Leaves
Room For Talks

Times NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Putting itself at the opposite
end of the nuclear spectrum, Norway
has said India should sign the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty (NPT) before as-
piring for a membership of the Nuclear
Suppliers’ Group (NSG) or seeking any
relaxation of rulés.

Norway’s stand reflects the difficul-
ties India faces in turning around opin-
ion in Scandinavian countries which
stress a lot on non-proliferation norms.

In India on a three-day official trip,
Norway PM Jens Stoltenberg, during a
chat with journalists on Thursday, said,
“We cannot see how one can be a member
of the NSG without signing the NPT. The
NSG rules are clear. You cannot join un-
less you sign the NPT.” However, leaving
room for diplomatic negotiations,
Stoltenberg added, “We are open to sit-
ting down and discussing this.”

Stoltenberg also indicated that he
would start free trade discussions with In-
dia by inviting New Delhi to join the Eu-
ropean free trade association, a trade
grouping of four western European coun-
tries not a part of the European Union.

Norway, he said, was also keen to tap
India’s desire for off-shore oil and gas ex-
ploration in the Bay of Bengal and Ara-
bian Sea. As one of the world’s acknowl-
edged experts in energy, Norway, he said,
was keen to offer its expertise to India.
“Norway is a leading energy producer.
Our companies have expertise in explo-
ration of oil and gas, especially offshore.
India is looking into the potential of de-
veloping oil and gas resources off-shore.

“We have world leading companies, in
government and private, in electricity
generation, and transportation and trans-
mission facilities. We have world leading
companies in supply and engineering in S
energy sector;” Stoltenberg said. Norway’s Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg calls on President Abdul Kalam in Delhi




Deﬁant Iran
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plans second
nuclear plant

SIMON FREEMAN

London, Dec. 5: Iran courted
further condemnatien over its
nuclear ambitions today by
unveiling plans for a second
power-generating plant.

The announcement of a
planned new reactor in the
southwest of the country, bor-
dering Iragq, is Tehran’s latest
push in an unpredictable
game of international
brinkmanship.

Tehran says it intends to
use the technology for solely
peaceful purposes. Almost
everyone else suspects it of
wanting to make bombs.

The announcement was
greeted with condemnation in
Israel, where party leaders
jockeying for position before
elections in March spoke of
pre-emptive missile strikes
against any nuclear installa-
tions.

In a broadcast on state-
owned television, it was re-
ported that Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad, the hardline Iran-
ian President, and his cabinet
ministers want to build the
plant — the second in a
planned fleet of 20 new reac-
tors— in oil-rich Khuzistan.

The first, Russian-built
plant at Bushehr, is due to be-
come operational next year.

Negotiations between Iran
and the EU broke down in Au-
gust when Tehran restarted
uranium conversion — the
first step in the fuel produc-

tion cycle — at a plant in Isfa-
han, As far as is known, it is
not carrying out uranium en-
richment, the critical second
stage.

The main hope of any re-
sumption of dialogue lies in
compromise proposals from
Russia, which is offering to en-
rich uranium for Iran,

Mohamed ElBaradei, the
head of the Internaional
Atomic Energy Authority ,
warned today that there would
be no victors from any escala-
tion in the ill-feeling between
the two sides.

“Everybody would hurt,”
he told The Independent news-
paper in London. “You would
then open a Pandora’s box.
There would be efforts to iso-
late Iran; Iran would retaliate;
and at the end of the day you
have to go back to the negotiat-
ing table to find the solution.”

Today, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, the former Israeli
Prime Minister and likely fu-
ture Likud leader, hinted that
he would consider a pre-emp-
tive air strike against Iran’s
nuclear installations if he
were to be re-elected.

THE TIMES, LONDON
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Iran Cloud Blows Over

India should be fine with
Russia’s enrichment proposal

By T P SREENIVASAN

A collective sigh of relief greeted the
announcement by the Japanese chairman
of the IAEA board that there would be no
resolution on Iran in November and that
time would be given to Tehran to consider
other proposals. Chief among these was a
Russian proposal to enrich Iranian uranium
in Russia. The heaviest sigh of relief must
have emanated from the Indian delegation
as the matter was of crucial domestic
importance to India with a
bearing on the political land-
scape of the country.

But the announcement was no
surprise, as it was known for
some time that there would be no
vote in November. “We are back
to square one”’, a senior EU
diplomat told me just a week
before November 24, ‘“as the
Iranians have resumed conver-
sion and no alternative proposal
has been accepted. There will
be no vote in November, he
said, as the United States did
not want to ruin the record of
the September vote”.

Mohamed ElBaradei, director-
general, IAEA, had also hinted at
this possibility as early as the
middle of October when he said to televi-
sion channel Asianet: “I think I see some
progress coming. The team that came
back from Tehran over the weekend has
indicated that they are moving on some of
the outstanding issues. I think there is a lot
of effort by many countries, Russia, China
and probably India, to try to get back
Iranians and the Europeans to the nego-
tiating table, which ultimately is the only
way to resolve the issue. Whether we go
to the Security Council and back or not,
the end result is that on security issues,
the parties can only finally sit on the
negotiating table, put their grievances
on the table and find a solution that is
acceptable to all”.

India has certainly been a factor in the
November outcome. Qur positive vote in
September, together with the earlier India-
US nuclear deal, brought New Delhi from
the sidelines of the negotiations to the cen-
trestage. The addition of a couple of ardent
supporters of Iran to the board and the
faint fear that India might change its vote
had an effect on the United States. The quiet,
but sure-footed diplomacy of our governor,
Sheel Kant Sharma, also met with success.
Our vote in September has already brought
us dividends. But the hero of the whole
episode is Russia, which came out with an
innovative proposal to find a way out of the
impasse. The proposal could bring some

benefits to the Russians as well.

The contours of the Russian proposal are
not entirely clear, but they are in line with
the proposal that the director-general had
made a couple of years ago to centralise
enrichment for countries, which did not
have the full fuel cycle, in facilities
under international supervision. Since
Iran already has the technology to convert
uranium into gas, this part of the activity
could be done in the Iranian facilities.
However, the actual enrichment to the
levels permissible for peaceful uses could
be done in Russia, perhaps under inter-
national supervision. The new facility,
it would appear, will be set up with the
financial participation of Iran, giving it
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financial control of the activity The
benefits the proposal will bring to Russia
will not be lost on anyone.

The Europeans seem to have responded

‘positively to the proposal, but they were

surprised when the Iranians proceeded to
resume the conversion, which they had
suspended. Russia had told them that the
Iranians would await reactions to the
Russian proposal before taking any preci-
pitate step. Was it an indication that the Ira-
nians had already rejected the proposal?
The obvious negative point about the
Russian proposal for Iran is that it flies in
the face of Iranian sovereignty and its
asserted right to develop atomic energy
for peaceful purposes, including
enrichment of uranium.

But if the Russian proposal is
part of a global regime on the lines
of the proposal of the director-
general, it should become more
palatable to Iran. One way is to
speed up the establishment of the
new international regime and
persuade Iran to suspend conver-
sion and enrichment till the
new facilities become available.
Investments made in the new
facility will serve the cause of
non-proliferation, as other coun-
tries will also be compelled to
abide by the new norms. The
... cost of inspection of individual
‘g countries will be far more than

" that of setting up a global facility.

India has not responded publicly to the
Russian proposal, nor does it have a public
position on enrichment under international
supervision, though Indian scientists have
participated in the studies organised by
the secretariat. The new regime will not be
applicable to India as we have a full fuel
cycle. Although it was only in September
that we demonstrated it vigorously, we
have been consistently voicing support
for measures that will strengthen non-
proliferation and insisting that those who
have subscribed to international treaties
should not deviate from their obligations.
India has every reason to support the
current moves in that direction.

The writer was India’s representative at the IAEA.



Practical action nezded
against proliferation
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WMD proliferation is an actual threat, not just a
potential one. Inaction is simply not an option for
any nation that values its security and prosperity.

Alexander Downer

destruction (WMD) is one\of the
main threats to international and re-
gional security. As irresponsible states
and terrorists seek to gain access to dev-
astating weapons, no country is immune
to this menace, even those in regions
currently free of nuclear, biological, and
chemical weapons.

Moreover, terrorists have shown they
will stop at nothing to enhance their
ability to kill. The horrific recent bomb-
ings in Bali only strengthen our resolve
to keep WMD beyond their reach.

Inaction is simply not an option for
any nation that values its security and
prosperity. Australia is firmly commit-
ted to practical action to stop prolifer-
ation. A new paper, Weapons of Mass
Destruction: Australia’s Role in Fighting
Proliferation, outlines contemporary
proliferation threats and the Australian
Government’s multidimensional strate-
gy for addressing them.

Since the end of the Cold War, the
proliferation threat has diversified.
While the risk of nuclear conflagration
has receded, checks on proliferation
have failed to keep pace with new global
security realities. And globalisation has
increased the availability of materials
and technologies required to make
WMD.

Certain countries and groups have vi-
olated international norms on WMD
and missiles for delivering them. Earlier
this year, North Korea claimed that it
possessed nuclear weapons. Iran is on
notice to dispel ambiguity over its nucle-
ar programme. Some countries, or rogue
elements within them, have even ex-
ported their deadly expertise. The A.Q.
Khan nuclear network is a case in point.

The rise of global terrorism has fur-
ther raised the proliferation stakes. Al-
Qaeda has made no secret of its ambi-
tions to acquire and use WMD. Terrorist
groups in South East Asia have similar
ambitions. WMD proliferation is an ac-
tual threat, not just a potential one. It
needs to be urgently addressed in com-
prehensive and proactive ways.

In the face of the U.N. Summit’s lam-
entable failure to deliver outcomes on
non-proliferation, Australia remains
committed to strengthening multilater-
al treaties. Put simply, countries that
ignore their non-proliferation obliga-

THE HINGU

tions must be held to account by the
international community. Australia has
led the way by calling on the UN Security
Council to assume greater responsibility
in this area and by promeoting more
stringent safeguards that would provide
early warning of covert nuclear
activities.

At the same time, the Australian Gov-
ernment recognises the need for innova-
tion and flexibility by embracing new
thinking to stop proliferation as it
occurs.

Australia has been a pioneer in the
Proliferation Security Initiative. With
no overarching treaty or secretariat, PSI
demonstrates what can be achieved
within international and national law to
disrupt WMD-related trade, drawing on
the support of more than 60 countries. A
good example is the successful intercep-
tion of centrifuge parts bound for Li-
bya’s nuclear weapons programme
before that country’s welcome decision
to renounce WMD.

The Australian Government has been
assiduous in ensuring that Australian
exports do not contribute to WMD pro-
grammes. And we continue to work with
like-minded countries to harmonise ex-
port controls, especially through chair-
manship of the Australia Group, which
sets benchmarks in preventing chemical
and biological weapons proliferation.

We have also moved to strengthen do-
mestic measures to prevent prolifera-
tors and terrorists from gaining access to
sensitive materials, such as radioactive
sources, and expanded our efforts to en-
courage regional countries to do like-
wise, including through provision of
technical training. Importantly, we have
done so through a cooperative approach,
integrating a growing role for many of
the arms of government — defence, in-
telligence, and border protection.

Australia’s commitment to fighting
proliferation will not be deterred by the
complexity of present-day threats.
Through the Government’s wide-rang-
ing policies and measures and close
cooperation with like-minded countries,
we will continue to address them in
comprehensive, innovative and practical
ways. Weapons of Mass Destruction:
Australia’s Role in Fighting Prolifera-
tion -can be accessed at
<www.dfat.gov.au/publications/wmd>.

(The writer is Australia’s Foreign
Minister,)
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“New IAEA members may he
- sympathetic to Iran cause

efforts with Iran. Iran’s president Ahmedinejad

l

| | COAY

] Times NEws NETWORK (\N\ is not doing any good for the UPA government’s
J

New Delhi: India’s struggles with Iranand EU  alleged a British hand in recent blasts in south-
to get back to the negotiating table may yet be ern Iran while UK alleges Iran’s hand in the re-
overset by another extraneous circumstance cent unrest in southern Irag.
— new members on the IAEA board who Iran Nevertheless, Indian government sources
believes may be more sympa- say India is working overtime
thetic. This could result in a to ensure that the Iran issue
situation where Iran may be remains in the IAEA. This, say
given a longer rope by the sources involved in the effort,
IAEA to continue negotiations can only work if both sides
delaying its referral to the UN show some flexibility. Thus far
Security Council. there is little demonstrable
The IAEA took 10 new mem- flexibility from Iran, which in
bers in the non-permanent cat- many ways lets India off the
egory — Belarus, Colombia, hook in the domestic sphere.
Cuba, Egypt, Greece, Indone- For Iran, say officials, the

sia, Libya, Norway, Slovenia g med balance sheet reads like this: a
and Syria. The outgoing members ElBaradei at the IAEA US, embroiled in a war in Iraq and
are Hungary, Italy Mexico, Headquarters Afghanistan will not get the neces-
Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, sary international support to at-

Peru, Poland, Tunisia and Vietnam. Cuba and tack Iran; the IAEA board looks favourable and
Syria are markedly pro-Iran, while countries Russia and China continue to oppose sending
like Indonesia and Egypt may abstain. Iran has  the case to the UNSC.
already started wooing other new members like Iran has been given a vote of confidence by
Greece. the European parliament which adopted a reso-
India is also viewing the ongoing tensions be-  lution last week approving Iran’s right to a nu-
tween the UK and Iran with concern. For agov-  clear programme according to Article IV of the
ernment that is trying to get the warring sides NPT. Most important, Iran hailed US secretary
back to the table so it doesn’t have to face Left of state Condoleezza Rice’s statement that Iran
flak at home again, the exchange of verbal fire had a right to nuclear technology.
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T is amazing to %\ e tons of
newspnnt devoted\to the Iran
issue in the International Ato-
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) in this
country without any focus on the
real issue. One wonders whether at
least some of these writers are in-
terested in shielding Pakistan,
China and the US, by diverting at-
tention from the crux of the prob-
lemby making it an issue of bowing
‘toUS pressure.
Had India abstained from voting
on the Iranian resolution, it would

have had no locus standito raise the .

basic issues involved on nuclear
proliferation to Iran. The affirma-
tive vote gives India the requisite
standing to raise major issues with
the IAEA and move amendments
to any resolution that may be put
forward in the November session of
IAEA. The crux of the resolution
was in two clauses: (1) “Finds also
that the history of concealment of
Iran’s nuclear activities referred toin
the Director General’s report, the
nature of these activities, issues
brought to light in the course of
Agency’s verification of dectaration
made by Iran since September 2002
and the resulting absence of confi-
dence that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme is exclusively for peaceful
purposes have given rise to ques-
tions that are within the compe-
tence of the Security Council.
(2)"In order to help the Director
General to resolve outstanding
questions and provide the neces-
sary assurances, urges Iran to im-
plement transparency measures as
requested by the Director General
in this report which extend beyond
the formal requirements of the
Safeguards Agreement and Addi-
tional Protocol and include access
to individuals, documentation re-
lating to procurement, dual use
equipment, certain military owned
workshops and research and devel-
-opment locations.”
The Iranian equipment under in-
vestigation did not fall from the
- skiesbut were supplied by what the
IAEA calls an “intermediary” from
another country. Therefore, in the
spirit of the above provision of the
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ia had abstained...

resolution, the IAEA has a right to
have access to documentation re-
lating to procurement, of the sup-
plier’s side and to individuals who
negotiated the deal for two instal-
ments of supplies to Iran of 2000
and 500 centrifuges which facts
have so far been established by the
IAEA in its investigation.

All members of the IAEA are
obligated to cooperate with its in-
vestigation. The conduct of any
member who refuses to cooperate
with the IAEA can be considered
to give rise to questions that are
within the competence of the Secu-
rity Council as the organ bearing
the main responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace
and security. While Iran,asamem-

K. SUBRAHMANYAM

...it wouldn’t be able to
raise the issue of nuclear
proliferation to Iran

also by the supplier. This calls into
question the folk tale of authorities
in Pakistan and US not being in the
picture and coming to know about
Dr Khan’s activities only in the late
"90s. Former US assistant secre-
taries of state, Henri Sokolski and
Harry Rowen, have disclosed that
they were informed by General Beg
of Pakistan in 90 that if Pakistan did
not get adequate support from the
US, then it might be forced to share
nuclear technology with Iran. Fur-
ther, Dr Ruud Lubbers, the former
Dutch prime minister, has dis-
closed that the CIA had intervened
to save Dr Khan from prosecution
by Dutch authorities in *75 and '86,
with the promise that they would be
following him and watching him.

The resolution rightly focuses attention on the
history of concealment. But this concealment
was practiced not only by the receiver of
centrifuges but also by the supplier

ber of the NPT, is obligated to con-
vince JAEA that it does not intend
to violate the NPT, in this case the
country {Pakistan) which harbours
the ‘intermediary’ (Dr A.Q. Khan)
and is a member of [AEA has an
obligation to facilitate access to Dr
Khan by IAEA and all documenta-
tion in its possession on the deal.
Otherwise to accept Pakistan’s ver-
bal declarations on Dr Khan but
notaccept Irardian statements that it
does not intend to produce nuclear
weapons will constitute blatant
double standards.

The resolution rightly focuses at-
tention on the history of conceal-
ment — from 1987-2003. But this
concealment was practiced not only
by the receiver of centrifuges but

RS e

Presuming that they did so, then Dr
Khan’s dealings with Iran coutd not
have come as a surprise to Presi-
dent George Bush and Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair in 2003. Nor could
the former CIA Director George
Tenet be right in his claim that the
agency came to know about Dr
Khan's dealings only in late *90s.
On the other hand, Dr Khan
went public with Pakistan having
made the bomb in January ‘87
when he disclosed it to the Indian
journalist, Kuldip Nayar. At that
time presumably CIA had certain
directives about Dr Khan and the
Pakistani bomb. The CIA opera-
tive, Richard Barlow stationed in
Islamabad who reported in 1987 of
Pakistan having assembled the

N

bomb, was transferred and pun-
ished by the agency. As mentioned
carlier, former assistant secretaries
Rowen and Sokolski presumably
did not bother with General Beg's
threat to share nuclear technology
with Iran. Recently, General
Musharraf disclosed in an interview
to the New York Times that Dr Khan
was only a metallurgist who spe-
cialised in centrifuge technology
and was not a bomb maker. This
was demonstrated clearly when
Pakistani nuclear tests at Chagai in
"98 were canducted notby Dr Khan
but Dr Samar Mubarak Mund.
However, the Chinese design of the
bomb was recovered from Dr
Khan's supplies to Libya. If Dr
Khan was operating alone and was
dealing only with centrifuges, how
could he supply the Chinese bomb
design? That would indicate Gen-
eral Musharraf is being economical
with the truth when he pretends that
Pakistani military had nothing todo
with supplies to Iran. CIA directors
and Pentagon officials are practic-
ing even greater economy with the
truth when they tell the world they
came to know about Pakistan-Iran
proliferation only inlate "90s.

India at this stage would dowell to
inform EU-3 and US that unless a
compromise is reached with Iran
and the resolution in November is
adopted by consensus, India will —
in all fairness — be compelled to
move a resolution to ask the [AEA
toseek the cooperation of Pakistan
and US jn investigating the extent
of Dr Khan'’s proliferation activi-
ties in Iran as an essential part of in-
vestigation against Iran. [t would at
this stage be perhaps useful to so-
licit the cooperation of the NRI
community to enlighten the US
public of the known facts about
Pakistani government’s prolifera-
tion to Iran and the US looking
away from it, including the CLA-
Khan contacts going back to 75 as
revealed by Dr Lubbers.

In India both our left and right
should be asked to explain their
stakes in shielding Dr Khan, Pak-
istan, CIA, China and US in respect

of thisissue.
P

|




MI5 names covert

arms pro

IAN Cobain and EWEN MacAskill
London, October 8

THE DETERMINATION of
countries across Asia to develop
nuclear arsenals and other

weapons of mass destruction is -

laid bare by a secret British in-
telligence document which has
been seen by The Guardian.
More than 360 private compa-
nies, university, departments
and government organisations
in eight countries, including the
Pakistan High Commission in
London, are identified as having
procured goods
or technology
for use in
weapons  pro-
grammes. The
length of the
list, compiled
by MI5, sug-
gests that the
arms trade su-
permarket is
bigger than has
so far been pub-
licly realised.
M5 warns
against exports
to organisa-
tions in Iran,
Pakistan, India,
Israel, Syria
and Egypt and
to beware of
front compa-
nies in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, which ap-
pears to be a hub for the trade.
The disclosure of the list
comes as the Nobel peace prize
was awarded to Mohamed ElBa-
radei, head of the UN watchdog
responsible for combating prolif-

eration. The Nobel committee -

said they had made the award
because of the apparent dead-
lock in disarmament and the
danger that nuclear weapons
could spread “both to states and
to terrorist groups”.

The MI5 document, entitled
Companies and Organisations of
Proliferation Concern, has been
compiled in an attempt to prevent
British companies inadvertently
exporting sensitive goods or ex-
pertise to organisations covertly
involved in WMD programmes.
Despite the large number of bod-

Practice makes perfect

German rescue workers watch
over a ‘victim’ during a terrorist
attack simulation at Munich’s
Allianz Arena stadium

TSR TN

ies identified, the document says
the list is not exhaustive.

It states: “It is not suggested
that the companies and organi-
sations on the list have commit-
ted an offence under UK legisla-
tion. However, in addition to con-
ducting non-proliferation relat-
ed business, they have procured
goods and/or technology for
weapons of mass destruction
programmes.”

The 17-page document identi-
fies 95 Pakistani organisations
and government bodies, includ-
ing the Pakistan high commis-
sion in London,
as having as-
sisted in the
country’s nu-
clear pro-
gramme. The
list was com-
piled two years
ago, shortly af-
ter the security
service mount-
ed a surveil-
lance operation
at the high com-
mission which
is the only
diplomatic in-
stitution on the
list. Abdul Ba-
sit, the deputy
high commis-
sioner, said: “It
is absolute rub-
bish for Pak-
istan to be included. We take ex-
ception to these links.”

Some 114 Iranian organisa-
tions, including chemical and
pharmaceutical companies and
university medical schools, are
identified as having acquired nu-
clear, chemical, biological or
missile technology. The docu-
ment also attempts to shed some
light on the nuclear ambitions of
Egypt and Syria: a private chem-
ical company in Egypt is identi-
fied as having procured technol-
ogy for use in a nuclear weapons
programme, while the Syrian
atomic energy commission faces
a similar charge. Eleven Israeli
organisations appear on the list,
along with 73 Indian bodies,
which are said to have been in-
volved in WMD programmes.

The Guardian

THE HIDUS TAN TIMES
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Indian firms
on list not as
worrying as
Pakistani ones

VLAY Dutt
London, October 8

THE IMMEDIATE reaction of a
diplomatic source to 73 Indian
bodies featuring in the MI5 pro-
liferation list was that it could be
a throwback to the Cold War
years — when India was closely
watched by western powers. |’

The concern about the Pak-
istan High Commission’s link to
proliferation is a different kettle
of fish altogether because of ex-
tremists finding guidance and
refugee from some quarters
there and the IST’s close ties with
the Taliban.

According to another source,
the Indian companies on the list
were put under observation after
New Delhi tested the nuclear
bomb in 1998. The list reportedly
includes two firms headquar-
tered in, or near, Hyderabad but
not IISRO. “Although it (IISRO)
faced sanctions following the
1998 testing, it is a nodule organ-
isation devoted to space research
and it should not figure in the
list if MI5 has prepared it anew,”
an intelligence source said.

As for the Pakistan High Com-
mission being named, there has
been some concern about its pos-
sible use in the past by father of
the Pakistan nuclear bomb, Dr
A.Q. Khan, who is now in dis-
grace for supplying nuclear
know-how to countries like
North Korea. In fact, in its
leader, The Times has specifical-
ly mentioned his name while
criticising the Nobel Peace Prize
being awarded to the IAEA. The
newspaper’s grouse was that the
nuciear watchdog did not antici-
pate the growing nuclear ambi-
tion of North Korea and Khan,
until too late.
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. —
It was a “massive” diplo-
. matic effort that pulled
back the TAEA board of
governors from a con-
frontation, agreeing for
time for talks with Iran to
discuss alternate proposals.
India, obviously, was
“happy and relieved” “that
there was no vote, provid-
ing a welcome break from
taking any public stand on
any resolution referring
Iran to the UN Security
Council.

Officials said India had
been in constant contact
with France, Germany and
Britain, known as the EU-
3, as well as China, Russia,
South Africa and- Iran.
The foreign secretary, Mr
Shyam Saran, had also

held several mectings with
ambassadors of the three
EU countries in Delhi.

“USA had the majority
of votes, so sending Iran to
UNSC would not have
been difficult. But it would
have precipitated conse-
quences like Iran walking
out ~of NPT, expelling
TAEA inspectors and
restarting uranium enrich-
ment,” a source said.

It would not have been
in India’s interest to have a
“tense situation” in the
neighbourhood, as it
would have impacted.rela-
tions with Iran, as well in
the region, where over one
million Indians reside.
“Even a threat of sanc-
tions against Iran would
have sent oil prices soar-
ing,” the source said. This
“vital diplomatic space”
would be utilised for talks

‘confrontation .,

to start betweer EU-3 and
Iran under Russian aegis
from 6 December.

“It {alternate proposal)

rnnradec that Tran hac
CUHLOULS  uilat  f1dil uad

right to enrichment. But,
some flexibility will have
to shown how to proceed
with that Right,” they said.

‘Scan AQ Khan network’

India has sought proper
scrutiny by the IAEA of
clandestine nuclear prolif-
eration network of AQ
Khan, disgraced father of
Pakistan’s atomic pro-
gramme, asserting that
“greater clarity” in this
area will serve the interest
of the objectives of non-
proliferation and enhance
the credibility of the inter-
national nuclear watch-

dog, PTI adds from
Vienna.
-
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Vienna: The International A r}uc En-
ergy Agency (IAEA), which pegan its
meeting here on Thursday, isjexpected
to postpone calling for a UN' Security
Council action over Iran’s atomic pro-
gramme amid hopes of
new talks towards re-
solving the crisis.

A European diplomat
said, “There is a hope
that there will be re-
sumed negotiations on
winning guarantees that
Iran is not developing
atomic weapons. ” Diplomats said the
US, Europe and China backed a Russian
plan to allow Teheran to conduct urani-
um enrichment, but in Russia, not in
Iran. This is aimed at keeping the Is-
lamic Republit from obtaining nuclear
technology crucial in making atom
bombs. Enriched uranium can be fuel

0./\. "‘é u)«v\—é

for nuclear power reactors but also the .
raw material for the bomb.

Besides, the UN nuclear watchdog’s
35-nation board of governors is meet-
ing to review the progress after calling
on Iran in September to
cease all nuclear fuel
work, something Iran
has refused to do. De-
spite its denials, Iran is
suspected of using its
drive towards atomic
energy for electricity
generation as a cover
for weapons development.

Meanwhile, a diplomat said negotia-
tors from Russia and European Union
countries like Britain, France and Ger-
many would meet with Iran on Decem-
ber 6, probably in Vienna or Moscow, to
break the deadlock. A non-aligned
diplomat close to the IAEA said the Ira-

mans were keen for

talks. “There is a certain sense of re-
lief. They want these negotiations to
commence,” he said. However, EU has
warned Iran against making any “uni-
lateral moves” to increase its atomic ac-
tivities. British ambassador Peter Jenk-
ins said the EU had “acceded to the re-
quest of several board members” of the
IAEA to give more time for a “diplomat-
ic dialogue on the future of Iran’s nu-
clear programme.”

He said, “Any resumption of enrich-
ment-related activities at Natanz will
seriously aggravate the situation cre-
ated by the resumption of activity at Is-

fahan, the conversion facility. He added™

that Iran’s failing to fully cooperate
with an IAEA investigation of its past

and current nudlear activities “under- .

mines its claim that its nuclear pro-
gram is peaceful in nature”

« Agencies
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IAEA chief’s report makes an overall positive
assessment of Teheran’s cooperation.

R. Ramachandran

N A report dated November 18 on the

Iran nuclear issue, the director-gen-
eral of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei,
has said: “Since [the time of the Septem-
ber 2005 Report], Iran has been more
forthcoming in providing access to addi-
tional documentation related to the 1987
offer [of centrifuge components] and
permitting interviews with individuals
who had been involved in discussions
with the procurement network.” This
report will be placed at the November 24
meeting of the IAEA’s Board of
Governors.

According to the report, among the
documents that Iran voluntarily submit-
ted to the IAEA relating to the 1987 offer
“was one related to the procedural re-
quirements for the reduction of UF6
(uranium hexafiuoride) to metal in small
quantities, and on the casting and ma-
chining of enriched, natural and deplet-
ed uranium metal into hemispherical
forms...”

The report itself does not make any
significant remark about this particular
document. But it is this part of the report
that has got selectively leaked to the
Western media, which have been only
too quick to level the charge that this was
a blueprint for a warhead design and
Iran was, in fact, pursuing a weapons
programme.

With respect to this document, Iran
had apparently stated that it had been
provided on the initiative of the procure-
ment network and not at the request of
the Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran.
As was pointed out in an earlier report
(The Hindu, Nov. 22), the fact that Iran
had voluntarily submitted this docu-
ment does not give much credence to the
charge that this constituted any evi-
dence for Iran’s weapons programme.

The 1987 offer has been under investi-
gation by the IAEA and has already been
discussed in the director-general’s re-
port of January 2005. Iran had already
stated that only components of one or
two centrifuges were procured from the
network following this 1987 offer made
by aforeign intermediary. All other com-
ponents were procured from other sup-
piiers and these had been declared to the
Agency in October 2003.

The new documents that Iran has sub-
mitted to the Agency after September
pertain to this 1987 offer and include
detailed drawings of the P-1 centrifuge
components and assemblies; technical
specifications supporting component
manufacture and centrifuge assembly;
and technical documents relating to
centrifuge operational performance.

They also include cascade schematic
drawings for various sizes of R&D cas-
cades, together with the equipment
needed for cascade operation. The docu-
ments also included a drawing showing a
cascade layout for six cascades of 168
machines each and a smail plant of 2000
centrifuges arranged in the same hall.
And, of course, the one about machining
small quantities of uranium in hemis-
pherical shapes. All these documents are
inthe process of being assessed, the DG’:
report has noted.

“Very little new information has beer
made available regarding the events pre
ceding the mid-1990s offer,” the repor
notes, however. Apparently, Iran ha
maintained that no documentation o
the offer exists apart from the shippin
documents confirming the delivery ¢
the P-1 components during the 1994-9.
period. Iran has also not provided an
additional information or documenta
tion to support its statement that it dic
not pursue any work on the P-2 desig
between 1995 and 2002, one of the unre
solved issues in the Iranian programme
The Agency, according to the report, is
still in the process of verifying Iran’s
statement from other sources.

The report notes with satisfaction
that Iran, as per its commitment in No-
vember 2003, has been allowing compli-
mentary accesses to IAEA officials as if
Additional Protocol was in force and ac-
cess to the Parchin site has enabled
drawing of environmental samples. The
Agency did not observe any unusual ac-
tivities in the buildings visited. Its final
assessment is pending the results of the
environmental sample analysis.

In the light of this overall positive
assessment of Iran’s cooperation and
the fact that the European Union is keen
to pursue negotiations with Iran on the
offer for siting the enrichment facility in
Russia, it would appear that the Iran

issue is unlikely to be put tgvote at the
TAEA tomorrow. /v

THE HINCU
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<, The Case Against Iran

India should expose Tehran’s
deal with China, Pak, A Q Khan

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

On November 24, India might once again
vote on a resolution of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the issue
being whether Iran’s conduct should be
referred to the UN Security Council. There
are demands — from quarters that want to
shield the involvement of China, Pakistan
and A Q Khan in Iran’s activities over the
past 18 years — that India shield the proli-
ferators for the sake of non- )
alignment and opposition to
western hegemony.

They write lengthy articles
without once referring to
Khan’s proliferation activi-
ties in Iran, hoping to mislead
India. The arguments in
support of Iran amount to
legitimising the China-
Pakistan proliferation axis.

These guarters hope Iran
will refuse all compromise,
the matter will come up
for vote and then, brought
to submission, India will
reverse its September 24 vote
and in the process lose all
credibility in the interna-
tional arena. But these hopes
are likely to be dashed. The
US does not want a vote, nor do the West
Europeans. They are working strongly on
the Russians — who are close to completing
the Bushehr reactor — to persuade Iran to
accept a compromise which will not deny it
uranium enrichment technology for all
time to come.

But it’s not yet clear if Iran will accept a
compromise. If it does not, what would its
situation be in the TAEA? What is being
debated in the IAEA is not Iran’s right to
enrich uranium up to 3-5% to make fuel for
the light water reactor. Nor is it about
whether Iran is likely to reach bomb-
making capability in a few months. The
problem before JAEA is its inability to
certify that Iran does not have clandestine

sites, equipment or material, thanks to
Khan's clandestine proliferation to Iran
from 1987 t02003. Pro-China ideologues seek
to conceal this fact from public attention,
presumably because the China-Pakistan-
A @ Khan proliferation dates back to 1976.
IAEA's inspections and investigations
in the past two-and-half years have been
inconclusive. It has insisted on Iran being
more transparent. Having established its
independence by refusing to toe the US
line on Iraqi WMD, the IAEA has the
support of Germany and France, countries
that opposed the US’s WMD stand. There-
fore, the TAEA vote is not US-inspired, but

one that represents a face-off between Iran
and the West Europeans who are concerned
about proliferation.

West Europe and Russia have offered a
compromise — Tehran can convert uranium
ore into uranium hexafluoride gas in
Iran if it defers the indigenous enrichment
(to 3-5%) programme for now, carrying it
out in Russia instead. This would facilitate
[TAEA inspections and develop confidence
between Iran and West European countries.
Russia will supply the fuel for the Bushehr
reactor and take away the irradiated fuel.
So, fuel is not an issue.

Iran is yet to conclude the next reactor
deal, and in all probability the source will
be Russia again. The terms are likely to be

iNDIA Z 1 NDY L

the same as in the case of Bushehr So
Iran is not in immediate need of enriched
fuel and will lose nothing by accepting the
EU-Russia proposal.

Iran should understand that its 18 years
of clandestine proliferation efforts have
created a credibility problem for it in
Europe and the West. It needs to create
confidence in other countries that it will
completely fulfil its NPT obligations and
satisfy the IAEA that there are no longer
any clandestine sites or materials on its
soil. As long as it refuses to do so it will be
breaching IAEA regulations. That would
need to be referred to the Security Council.

Of course, what happens
at the Security Council is
another matter — something
the TAEA cannot influence.
In the Security Council,
China may well veto further
action. In the TAEA, India
is in a position to demand
that Pakistan and China
cooperate with JAEA investi-
gations into charges that
Iran was sent supplies by
these countries. India can
propose amendments to any
resolution in the IAEA in
this respect.

India would have national
interest rather non-alignment

.onits mind when deciding on
such action. As Jawaharlal
Nehru once said, no foreign

minister should continue in his office

unless he upholds the country’s national :
interest. Whether it was the case of :
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan, the
Bangladesh war or backing the Heng
Samrin regime against Pol Pot in Cambo-
dia, India decided on its vote just on the
basis of national interest. In all the
above cases, India’s vote did not go with
the non-aligned.

The ideologues who supported Pol Pot,
the Afghan jehadists, and the anti-India
stand during CTBT along with the US and
China, have nothing to teach the present
UPA government on non-alignment. The
UPA government has only one obligation --
to serve the national interest.
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Washington: Asserting that the
aim of its civilian nuclear ener-
gy deal with India was to engage
rather than isolate it, the Bush -
administration said it would
seek Congressional approval as
New Delhi “begins” to meet its
commitments under the accord.
With Pakistan also seeking
similar co-operation, the admin-
istration ruled out extending the
offer to any other country. The
administration believed that it
was better to “wait” before it
asked Congress to consider any
required legislative action “un-

til India is further along in taking the '

necessary steps to fulfill our agree-
ment,” under secretary of state for
political affairs Nicholas Burns told
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee on Wednesday.

“We weighed the pros and cons of
whether or not to seek changes to US
policy and ask Congress for authori-
sation.... We decided that it was in
American interest to bring India into
compliance with the standards and
practices of the international non-
proliferation regime. And we decided
that the only way to reach that goal
was to end India’s isolation and begin
to engage it,” he said.

Observing that “the actions India
committed to undertake are difficult,
complex and time-consuming,” he as-

sured the lawmakers that New Delhi
could be relied upon in the future
with sensitive nuclear technology
Defending the agreement signed
during Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit to Washington in July,
Burns said, it “advances our strategic
partnership and is a net gain for non-
proliferation. We do not plan to offer
such cooperation to any other coun-
try” Observing that New Delhi “may
not be ready” to begin compliance
“until April 2006,” the senior admin-
istration official said “our judgement
is that it would not be wise or fair to
ask the Congress to make such a con-
sequential decision without evidence
that the Indian governent was acting
on what is arguably the most impor-
tant of its commitments— the sepa-

ration of its civilian and mili-
tary facilities.”

Burns went on to say that he
had “told the Indian leadership
two weeks ago that it must craft
a credible and transparent plan”
and begin to implement it before
the US government would seek
Congressional approval.” He
further said that the Indian for-
eign secretary Shyam Saran had
assured him that New Delhi
. “will produce such a plan.”

Assuring the lawmakers that
India could be relied upon in the
future with sensitive nuclear
technology, Burns, who was accompa-
nied by the under secretary of state
for arms control and internal security
Robert Joseph at the hearing, pointed
out that India had demonstrated a
strong commitment to protect fissile
materials-and nuclear technology in
spite of not being part of the NPT.

He also told the Senators that India
had resisted proposals for nuclear
non-proliferation with nuclear aspi-
rants that could have had adverse im-
plications for international security.

Presenting their case for Congress
approval, the officials said the admin-
istration would propose “appropriate
language” that would be “India spe-
cific and would demonstrate our ded-
ication to a robust and per re-
lationship.” agencies
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Tehran, Sept 27 (Reuters):
Iran threatened today to use
trade ties to punish countries
that voted against it at the UN
atomic  watchdog, after
Tehran failed to convince the
world its nuclear programme
was peaceful.

“We will reconsider our

economic cooperation with

those countries that voted

against us,” foreign ministry

spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi

said.
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Washington accuses Iran
of seeking nuclear warheads,
but Tehran insists it needs
atomic fuel for power stations.

Angered by the IAEA reso-
lution, Tehran has already
threatened to resume urani-
um enrichment — a process
that can be used to make
bomb-grade material — and

curtail - short-notice- UN in- -

weapon in a bid to prompt a
change of heart among coun-
tries seeking to send Iran to
the Security Council. But such
amove could backfire. Oil ac-
counts for 80 per cent of export
earnings and interrupting
that flow of hard cash would
be politically risky.

Larijani warned about the
“massive consequences” of a
Security Council referral
without elaborating. “I don’t
think any rush to refer Iran’s
case would be useful for Amer-
icaand the EU,” he said.

EU “big three”, France,
Germany and Britain, who
have drawn most of Iran’s ire
for drafting the IAEA resolu-
tion, also have key investment
deals in Iran’s energy, automo-
tive and petrochemicals sec-
tors.

Japan, another strong ad-
vocate of the IAEA resolution
against Iran, is seeking to in-
crease its imports from the Is-
lamic Republic through a $2
billion development of the
giant Azadegan oilfield.

Poor processing

A threat by Iran fo resume
uranium enrichment may
have little substance behind it
since Tehran has not yet mas-
tered the technology to pro-
duce the high-guality gas re-
quired, western diplomats say.

The processing at Iran’s Is-
fahan plant converts raw ura-
nium “yellowcake” into urani-
um hexafluoride gas (UF6),
which can then be enriched
into fuel for power stations or
nuclear bombs. Diplomats
said, however, that the quality
of UF6 produced at Isfahan
was so poor that it could not be
used at Iran’s massive enrich-
ment site at Natanz.

“The UF6 is crap,” said a
western diplomat, who follows
Iran’s nuclear case closely. An-
other diplomat was more
diplomatic: “1 wouldir't sagtit’s
garbage. But the U¥6 pro-

~duced at Isfahan is of such

spections. poor quality that if it were fed
Analysts had predicted into centrifuges it could dam-

Tran could also roll out the oil agethem.”
R ——
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step as ‘political’

Teheran: Iran on Sunday
rejected a UN atomic wa-
tchdog agency resolution
that would refer Iran to
the UN Security Council
over its disputed nuclear
programme as “political,
illegal and illogical.” For-
eign minister Mano-
uchehr Mottaki said the
resolution, approved by
vote, removed doubts that
Britain, France and Ger-
many, the key three Euro-
pean countries negotiat-
ing with Iran, have violat-
ed previous agreements
with Iran. “The three Eu-
ropean countries imple-
mented a planned sce-
nario already determined
by the US,” Mottaki said on state-run tele-
vision.

The 35-nation board of the UN atomic
watchdog agency approved the resolution
on Saturday that could lead to Iran’s re-
ferral to the UN Security Council for vio-
lating a nuclear arms control treaty, un-
less Teheran eases suspicions about its
nuclear activities.

The resolution was adopted with 22 of
35 board nations supporting it, 12 abstain-
ing and one rejecting it. In remarks sug-

Russian-made Sam-6
missiles are seen in front of a
portrait of Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
at a war exhibition near
Teheran on Sunday

gesting increasing ten-
sion in Teheran-London
relations, Mottaki said
the rotating presidency
of the European Union
“is unable to manage the
situation” and made de-
cisions under US pres-
sure. Britain holds the
current EU presidency.

The Left parties, which
provide the crucial out-
side support to the Man-
mohan Singh govern-
ment, on Sunday severe-
ly criticised India’s vote
with the US and EU for
referring Iran to the UN
Security Council on its
nuclear plans saying the
government acted under
US pressure.

India, which voted for reporting tradi-
tional ally Iran to the UN Security Coun-
cil over Teheran’s nuclear plans, said on
Sunday it had not bowed to American
pressure. “There is no question of . India
having ranged itself on one side or the
other,” the Indian foreign ministry said in
a statement on Sunday. It added that while
New Delhi was keen for a consensus, it
could not ignore the fact the resolution
had majority support.” agencies
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America Hit By Threat 9f China, Russia Veto

Vienna/Washington: The
European Union has backed
off from its attempt to have
Iran called before the UN Se-
curity Council over its nu-
clear programme, according
to a draft UN resolution read
to AFP on Thursday.

The draft resolution “re-
quests” International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) di-
rector general Mohamed El-
Baradei to report on Iran’s
nuclear programme “to the
IAEA board (of governors)
which will address the tim-

TOUGH tAS K Ali Asghar
Solthaieh, Iran’s ambassador
to the IAEA, speaks to the
media in Vienna

that the Bush administra-
tion is delaying a drive to
pressure Iran to halt its nu-
clear programme through
UN censure or sanctions, ap-
parently because it lacks the
votes to prevail.

A majority of the IAEA is
ready to refer the issue to the
Security Council, but a US
resolution would have to get
past the veto powers of Rus-
sia and China. The Russian
Foreign Ministry  said
Wednesday that going to the
UN “will not contribute to

ing and content” in its
own report on Teheran
that could be given to
the UNSC, although the
council’s name is not
mentioned.

The EU earlier in the
week had been calling
overtly for immediate
referral to the Council
but this was opposed by
Russia, China and non-
aligned nations on the
IAEA’s board of gover-
nors, which is meeting
in Vienna this week.

A Western diplomat
said the climbdown in
calling this week for
Iran to be taken to the
Security Council for
what the US chargesisa
secret programme to de-
velop nuclear weapons
was due to Russia’s stiff
opposition to the move.

“The Russians are the
reason,” the diplomat
said, adding that the
hope was that delaying

referral “gets them
on board”.
Meanwhile, reports

from the US capital say

o,

Iran warmns enemies
of ‘fire, destruction’

Teheran: Iran’s hardline Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said
on Thursday that his country
wants peace but warned that any
nation considering attacking the
Islamic republic faced a “destruc-
tive and fiery” response.

He was speaking at an annual
parade of troops, ballistic missiles
and other hardware that marks the
start of “Sacred Defence Week”—
the anniversary of the outbreak of
an eight-year war with Irag
in 1980.

“Our enemies have understood
that we are very serious in defend-
ing our security,” said Ahmadine-
jad. The term “enemies” is usually
used as a reference to the United
States and Israel.

“We want the Persian Gulf to be
a gulf of friendship and equali-
ty,’Ahmadinejad said. But he
warned that “if some want to
again test what they have tested
before, the flame of the Iranian
nation will be very destructive
and fiery” a
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the search for a solution
to the Iranian problem
through political and
diplomatic means.”

At a minimum, the
Bush administration is
playing for time. US offi-
cials say no nation sup-
ports Iran getting nu-
clear weapons, but the
US has been unable to
find a consensus to try to
punish Iran to force it
back into negotiations
with the EU.

The threat is not being
withdrawn. “It is a ques-
tion of not if, but when”
the contentious issue
will go to the council,
Ereli said. Even so,
Iran’s reprieve is at least
a temporary setback for
US diplomacy.

Two weeks ago, Con-
doleezza Rice urged Rus-
sia, China, India and oth-
ers to join in a “unified
message” to Iran to halt
its programme. Russia
and China demurred,
and India did not seem
taken with the idea of :
going to the UNSC. Agencie%
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Bringing North KOI;gg
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he groundbreaking six-nation agreement, under

which the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

agreed to give up its nuclear weapons programme

and reaffirmed its commitment to the Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT) in exchange for security pledges and
substantial aid and energy assistance, has received a setback
less than 24 hours after the ink dried. With Pyongyang
declaring it will not eliminate its weapons until supplied
with a civilian nuclear reactor and Washington firmly reject-
ing the demand, the agreement may appear to have unravel-
led. However, as informed observers have noted, North
Korea’s demand could be part of a negotiating effort. The
provision of a light water reactor to North Korea was some-
thing to be discussed at the “appropriate time” and steps to
implement the entire agreement were to be undertaken in a
“phased manner, in line with the principle of ‘commitment
for commitment, action for action’.” At one level, the ques-
tion of whether the provision of the civilian reactor should
precede nuclear disarmament is a dispute over the ambig-
uous word “appropriate” and also the absence of any stip-
ulation over which “commitment” should precede which. At
another level, power-starved North Korea’s demand that it
be first supplied with a civilian nuclear reactor must be
understood in the context of its experience with the 1994
agreement, under which the Clinton administration com-
mitted itself to building two light water reactors in return
for Pyongyang’s promise of suspending work on nuclear
facilities that could produce weapons grade plutonium as a
by-product. It was the United States that peremptorily sus-
pended work on the reactors.

The six-nation agreement, which China took the lead role
in shaping constructively, offers the best hope for de-esca-
lating the tense strategic situation in the Korean peninsula.
It prohibits unilateralism and military intervention — until
now the cornerstones of Bush administration policy to-
wards North Korea — and commits the parties to abiding by
the United Nations Charter and the recognised principles of
international law. The global nuclear bargain anchored in
the NPT is notoriously unequal: it discriminates, at one
level, between the five-member nuclear weapons club and
the rest; and, at another level, among developing countries
with significant nuclear energy programmes, say among
India, Pakistan, Israel, Iran, South Korea and North Korea.
If the six-nation agreement is to work, North Korea’s prom-
ise of returning to the NPT must be rewarded by the in-
ternational community, and specifically by the Nuclear
Suppliers’ Group and the International Atomic Energy
Agency, with full-fledged cooperation in the field of civilian
nuclear energy. The next round of talks, scheduled for early
November, offers another opportunity to settle the nuclear
issues relating to the Korean peninsula, one of the world’s
hot spots. The U.S. must bg’made to understand that nuclear
de-weaponisation is begt achieved through incentives and
not intimidation.
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“Iran won’t give in to US
bullylng, says President

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, September 18 O/\/\

DEFYING THE US’s all-out bid
to bring it to heel, Iran has told
the United Nations that it has
an “inalienable right” to nu-
clear energy and will not give
up its uranium enrichment
programme.

Iranian president Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, addressing the
UN General Assembly immedi-
ately after US secretary of state
Condoleezza Rice, made it clear
that his country was “not going
to cave in to the excessive de-
mands of certain powers”.

He launched a blistering at-
tack on Washington, saying: “If
some try to impose their will on
the Iranian people through re-
sorting to the language of force
and threats, we will reconsider
our entire approach to the nu-
clear issue.”

Stating that Iran will not ac-
cept “nuclear apartheid” that
permitted some countries to
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enrich fuel, but not others, Ah-
madinejad commented that it
was the US that was violating
global nuclear treaties. He went
on to offer other countries a
partnership in Iran’s uranium
enrichment programme.

“We believe we should not
give in to Dbullying in
international relations,” the
Iranian leader told a subse-
quent news conference while
replying to a question on the
possibility of sanctions.

Earlier, Rice told the UN
General Assembly that it was
high time that pressure was in-
tensified to deal with Iran’s nu-
clear pursuit. She was emphat-
ic that the country should be
referred to the UN Security
Council for sanctions once
diplomacy is exhausted.

chig

L4 3
o, ”,',‘;!5’"

\‘\\

As she put it, the world body
‘must be able to deal with great
challenges like terrorism and
nuclear proliferation, especial-
ly when countries like Iran
threaten the effectiveness of
the global non-proliferation
regime”.

India, Russia and China —
the three nations approached
lately by the Bush administra-
tion for a “unified message” on
the subject — have over the past
week counselled the diplomatic
route to resolve the controversy.

Against that backdrop, Rice
came up with the formulation
that Iran should resume the dia-
logue that broke down with the
EU 3 (France, Britain and Ger-
many), failing which the Securi-
ty Council should intervene.

The US was still to react to
Ahmadinejad’s address but Fre-
nch foreign minister Philippe
Douste-Blazy said: “What I hea-
rd today makes me predict that
the option of reporting Iran to

the UNSC stays on the agenda/" .




Iran N-dispute snowballing

fter months of tough bar-

gaining, Iranian and

European negotiators have

eached the end of the line.
The Western effort to prevent Iran
from reprocessing nuclear fuel may
now cause a bigger split with the
developing world.

To the disappointment of the USA .

and the European Union troika
(EU3) Britain, France, and
Germany ~ the latest International
Atomic Energy Agency report on
Iran’s nuclear programme fell short
of the critical declaration for which
the Westem nations were hoping.

The document said the JAEA tests
vindicated Teheran’s claims that
traces of enriched uranium found
two years earlier at the Iranian
nuclear facilitics were from the
imported equipment, believed to be
of Pakistani origin. Unsurprisingly,
Washington immediately dismissed
this IAEA finding as meaningless.

Equally - disappointing” to the
Europeans and the USA was the
‘Teport by the prestigious London-
based International Institute for
Strategic Studies that followed soon
thereafter. The report revealed that
fran would need more than 10 years
to build an industrial-scale centrifu-
gal plant at Natanz, where a relative-
ly small pilot centrifugal plant cur-
rently exists,

By now, the European frustratzon
-with Iran is palpable — and is shared
by Washington. Such a convergence
should easily gain them a majority at
the 15-strong UN Security Council
where four of the five permanent
members are European or American
- to punish Teheran for its refusal o
permanently abdicate its right to
enrich uranium.

Unfortunately for the Western
powers, the nuclear matter may be
referred to the Security Council only
by the 1AEAs board of governors,
and the composition of the 35-mem-
ber board is not as iniquitous as the
UN Security Council. Fifteen of the
IAEA governors belong to the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM), which
represents 116 of the 191 members
of the UN.

The principle underlying the cur-
rent spat over uranium enrichment is
this: Does the developing world have
the right to develop and use all
nuclear technefogy, mcludmg urani-

Teherafi's answer is an unequivo-

Non-Aligned Movement member-states’ support for
Teherag’s right to have a nuclear programme pits them
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ﬂJ”‘/'z}@gainst the West, writes DILIP HIRO

The head of iran's nuclear programme, Gholamreza Aghazadeh (left), in Moscow with Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov.

cal “Yes”, and NAM agrees. The
Europesns do not deny that right:
they wants ran to permanently cede
its prerogative ( exchange foran EU
commitment to construct nuclear
power platis in the Islamic republic
and strengthen commercial links
with Iran.

Signing such v deal would render
Iran dependent on the EU for its
civilian nuclear power plants and the
fuel needed to run them - a funda-
mental negation of aims of the 1979
revolution in fran: regaining Iranian
independence and sovereignty.

“For Iran, nuclear technology is a
source of national pride and a
demonstration of its political and
technological independence from its
former colonial masters,” says Daryl
Kimball, executive disector of Arms
Cohtrol Assoctation. & non-partisan
organisation that researches nuclear
issues. Mr Kimball adds, “This 1s
much more complicated than a sim-
ple economic and cuergy caleula-
tion.”

For their part, the Iranians have
concentrated on fulfilling  the
European demands for o nucicar

THE STATESMAN

programine geared towards civilian,
not military, operations. In March,
they submiitted 1o European negotia-
tors detailed proposals for strict
IAEA monitoring of their nuclear
programme.

The outlined regime extended far
beyond the provisions: of the
Additional Protocot on the nuclear
Non Profifevation Treaty, which they
signed i December 2003. But {ran
also repeatedly ruled out the
prospect of permanently renouncing
their right to develop nuclear tech-
nology. The framework that the EU3

pioposed to Teheran in early August

made commercial incentives and
building of nuclear electric generat-
ing plants conditional on Iran’s per-
manent renunciation of its rights
undey the NPT. The framework also
inciuded the demand that lransigna
legal agreement not @ quit the NPT
- as North Korea had ~ under any
circumstances.

Teheran rejected the package. In a
clear breach of its agreement to sus-
pend alt uranium enrichment-related
activities, iran resumed its work at
the plant near Istahan, where urani-

um oxide is converted to uranium
hexafluoride gas - but only under the
watchful eyes of IAEA inspectors.
This gas is the feedstock for cen-
trifuges that enrich uranium to vary-
ing degrees: four per cent for power
plants, 20 per cent for research reac-
tors, and 90 per cent-plus for
weapons. In response to the rejec-
tion, the Europeans threatened to
take Iran to the UN Security
Council. It was an empty threat.

At the IAEA governors’ emer-
gency meeting in Vienna, the EU3
and the USA discovered that they
actually lacked the wide majority
they had sought. So they settied for
asking Iran to suspend its activities
related to uranium enrichment, and
for the IAEA secretary-general,
Muhammad E! Baradei, to report on
the issue by 3 September.

Mr El Baradei’s 15-page docu-
ment proved to be a mixed bag,
While insisting that Iran maintain
transpatency, the report did not
invalidate the IAEA's earlier conclu-
sion that it had not found evidence
that Iran was engaged in a banned
nuclear weapons programme.

. The plain fact is that the only valid
basis for hauling Iran before the UN
Security Council is its breach of the
global nuclear non-proliferation
regime as enshrined in the NPT
Followmg the IAEA emergency
meeting, Russia — which is about to
finish constructing a civilian nuclear
power plant near Bushehr - said.that
it saw no evidence that Teheran was
violating the non-proliferation
regime.’ '

At the IAEA emergency session,
among those who remained. coolly
cognizant of the facts on the ground
were the IAEA governors belonging
to NAM, including such heavy-
weights as Brazil, India, Indonesia,
and South Africa.

Rajmah Hussein of Malaysia, the
current NAM chairman, reiterated
NAM'’s position that all countries
have “a basic and inalienable’ right”
to develop atomic energy for peace-
ful purposes.

NAM members note that while
Western nations repeatedly ask why
Iran is so insistent on building

‘nuclear power plants when the coun-

try has vast reserves of oil and natur-
al gas, they never pose the same
question to the Russians, who have
built a large number of nuclear -
power plants despite having the
largest natural gas reserves in the
world. In any event, according to a
Tecent estimate by British Petroleum,
oil consumption in Iran was rising so
fast that the country would become a
net oil importer by 2024.

By design "or accident, Iran has
positioned itself as a champion of the

. developing world, with the courage

and conviction to stand up to the
Western powers. This has won it
quiet admiration from many NAM
governors, who fear that the limita-
tions imposed on fran could eventu-
ally extend to them.

The experience of the past few
months has made it clear that any
further pressure o Iran to relinquish
its right to uranium enrichment at
the forthcoming quarterly meeting of
the [AEA governors is likely to cause

, an open fissure with the developing

world. The double standard applied
in implementing nonproliferation is
coming home to roost,

(Reprinted with permission from
YaleGlobal Online [http:/iyaleglobal -
 yaleedu] a publication of the Yale

Center for the Study of Globalization. ) \ ;/



N Korea, US far apart
, as N N-talks reopen

UAKI UENO & JACKKIM
BEUING, SEPTEMBER 13

LY

v SIS talks on ending
North Korea's nuclear arms
programme reopened under a
cloud of uncertainty on Tues-
day as Pyongyang insisted on
its right to atomic energy in the
face of US opposition.

Chief Unite States negotia-
tor Christopher Hili said North
Korea's position did “seem to
be evolving a little”, but there
had been no real progress
since the six countries involved
in the negotiations last met in
Beijing five weeks ago.

North Kor€a again denied
on Tuesday that it had pursued
the enrichment of uranium.

“Its (the United States’)
false propaganda, launched
just before the second phase of
the fourth round of the six-
party talks, cannot be con-

A% o Yyr~én- \ }
strued otherwise than avery in-
solent act seeking a sinister po-

litical purpose,” its state
_ mouthpiece said.
~ Hillsaid after a first meeting

of the negotiators on Tuesday
that no “hard deadline” had
beenset for the end of this, the
fourth round of talks since
2003, but voiced confidence
that it could be wrapped up in
daysrather than weeks.

North Kdrea has been play-
ing the nuclear card to win
diplomatic and economic aid
after famines that have killed
one million people in the past
decade. Analysts say that its in-
sistence on a peaceful nuciear
programme could drive a
wedge between the five other
countries in the talks because
China, South Korea and Russia
have not lined up behind
Washington's absolute refusal,
although Japan has. —Reuters
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Engage posmvely
& with Iran 3%

he resumption of Iran’s uranium conversion and

enrichment activity, with the potential to produce

nuclear weapons, after a nine-month freeze and

the consequent International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) resolution urging continuation of the sus-
pension brokered by the European Union (EU) last Novem-
ber have again turned the spotlight on the credibility of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Teheran, whose
nuclear ambitions have become suspicious since its hidden
uranium processing programme of 18 years was exposed by
an opposition group in 2003, broke the November deal with
the EU, describing the latter’s incentives in trade and energy
cooperation as doing little to address the negation of the
country’s right under the NPT to develop an indigenous
nuclear programme for civilian purposes. The EU, which is
engaged in a diplomatic initiative with Iran over the imbro-
glio, and the United States have consistently demanded a
complete and permanent halt to the country’s uranium
enrichment, although the nuclear-weapons states have an
obligation under the NPT to cooperate with non-nuclear-
weapons states in the development of this technology for the
generation of nuclear fuel. The EU’s engagement has led
Iran to accept intrusive inspection of installations hitherto
unknown to the nuclear watchdog, as well as sign the 1997
Additional Protocol on its IAEA safeguards agreement
pending ratification. By contrast, the U.S. sabre-rattling,
with threats of referral to the United Nations Security Coun-
cil and refusal to rule out the military option, has pushed the
nationalist elements in Iran to adopt an even tougher pos-
ture. Itis not surprising, therefore, that Iran’s newly-elected
hard-line government, which has reopened the Isfahan nu-
clear plant, has rebuffed the EU’s recent proposals even as it
has left the doors open for negotiations.

Apprehensions about Iran’s covert development of nucle-
ar weapons, legitimate as they are, do not detract from the
basic inequity of the global non-proliferation regime — ac-
centuated by the failure of the nuclear powers to honour
their disarmament obligations — or the further arbitrariness
of the demand that Iran should relinquish its rights under
the NPT. Moreover, the refusal to acknowledge the de facto
nuclear status of Israel and the provocative and destabilising
role of Western countries led by the U.S. in the geopolitics of
West Asia will only further drag the region down the road of
defiant nuclear ambitions to a nuclear catastrophe. In the
wake of the renewal of Iran’s nuclear programme, every-
thing must be done to ensure that the Iranian leadership
continues to engage the international community by guar-
anteeing the JAEA inspectors access to its nuclear sites,
which is possible only as long as the country remains within
the NPT. The world cannot afford to let Iran go North
Korea’s way; and the responsibility to ensure that it does not
rests squarely with the United States and Europe.



“It’s not easy for US, EU
to shut Iran’s N-reactor,,

By Jal Taraporevala/TNN

A\ o

e confidence expressed by the Bush

l administration officials notwithstan-
ding, the US and the EU3 (Britain, Fr-

ance and Germany) will not find it easy tor-
efer Iran’s nuclear programme to the Secur-

ity Council for the imposition of sanctions. -

After all, as a signatory to the NPT, Iran is
legally entitled, under strict IAEA supervi-
sion, to develop a uranium conversion and
enrichment capability to the extent re-
quired for producing fuel for
civilian nuclear power.
Although Iran had a secret N-
programme in the 1990s, its curr-
ent move to resume uranium co-
nversion at its Isfahan plant was
made after following the procedures pre-
scribed by the IAEA. The increasing US and ‘
EU3 pressure on it should therefore be in-
terpreted not as a reflection of a breach of
NPT rules but rather as the West’s suspi-
cion that Teheran could try and develop nu-
clear weapons. Even if the nuclear issue is
brought before the Security Council, im-
posing sanctions against Iran will prove a
difficult task. In part as Iran is the second
largest oil exporter in OPEC, with a daily
production of nearly four million barrels.

S

NEWS
ANALYSIS

will therefore be\reluctant to impose com-
prehensive sanctions against Teheran since
that will lead to a further sharp rise in oil
prices. Moreover, veto-holding members of
the Security Council like China and Russia
remain opposed to the sanctions. This is be-
cause both nations have a geostrategic in-
terest in countering the assertive unilatera-
lism underlying US foreign policy. Besides,
China is a large importer of Iranian oil and
Russia has close links with Teheran in the
nuclear field. ’

Even if the US and EU3 decide
in the coming months to impose
sanctions of their own, Iran is
unlikely to substantially soften
its present stand. Iran’s conser-
vative leadership will calculate
that limited sanctions are an unavoidable
price to pay to develop the all-important in-
dependent fuel cycle. It is the sustained US
criticism of Iran on a w-ide range of issues
that has unwittingly co-ntributed to a
toughening in Teheran’s nuclear stance.
Iran’s current position has also been
shaped by what it perceives as the inade-
guate proposals recently unveiled by the
EU3 in addressing its key concerns of secu-
rity guarantees and uninterrupted nuclear
fuel deliveries. This being so, the impasse is
unlikely to be resolved in the near future.
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Iran calls EU’s nuclear
proposals uhacceptable

Teheran Won't Accept Tyranp

Teheran: An international
crisis loomed on Saturday
after Iran rejected an EU
to abandon its sensi-
tive nuclear work as hard-
ine President Mahmood
Ahmadinejad warned at
1 his swearing in ceremony
that Teheran would not ac-
cept “tyranny”.

“Why is it that some
countries don’t understand
that the Iranian nation
won't accept tyranny?” Ah-
madinejad asked after Iran
rejected as “unacceptable”
an EU package of incen-
tives aimed at convincing
Teheran to give up its nu-
clear ambitions.

The offer, made to Iran
on Friday by the European

nion and backed by the
United States, would allow
the Islamic republic to pur-
sue peaceful nuclear ener-
gy activities as long as it re-
frains from fuel-cycle work
that could help it make
atomic weapons,

The Iranians were told
they had no choice but to
call for a meeting of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency’s JAEA) 35-nation
board of governor—a move
that could send Iran before
the UN Security Council for
possible sanctions.

But foreign ministry
spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi said: “The European
proposals are unacceptable
to the Islamic Republic of
Iran, they provide no guar-
antees for Iran’s interests
and are contrary to the (nu-
clear) Non-Proliferation
Treaty and the Paris agree-
ment”,

He was referring fo a No-
vember deal with the EU
under which Iran agreed to
suspend uranium enrich-
ment and conversion for
the duration of talks with
the bloc.

“We will give our full re-
sponse to these proposals
today or tomorrow, but we
can say right away that the
Europeans have failed to
honour their undertak-
ings,” Asefi told state me-
dia after Ahmadinejad took
the oath of office before
parliament on Saturday;

The UN nuclear watch-

: Ahmadinejad

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad walks pass photos of members of
Iranian parliament martyrs after he was sworn in as
president in in Tehran on Saturday

dog said meanwhile an in-
spection team was set to
leave for Iran to install
cameras to monitor the Is-
fahan uranium conversion
plant that Tehran wants to
restart. “A safeguards team
is travelling in the next
couple of days to deliver
and install remote camera
equipment and an inspec-
tion system will be in place
in the middle of next
week,” an IAEA spokes-
woman in Vienna said.

The indication that
British, French and Ger-
man foreign ministers told
Iran it could be referred to
the IAEA’s board was seen
in a summary of the 34-

page package made avail-

able to reporters on Friday.

In an apparent compro-
mise with its European al-
lies, the United States
backed the bloc’s proposal
which covers nuclear is-
sues, political and security
concerns and offers eco-
nomic and technological

AN

cooperation. The package
of incentives was present-
ed to Iran after nine
months of tortuous negoti-
ations between the so-
called EU-3 and Iran, which
in November agreed to sus-
pend both uranium enrich-
ment and the precursor
process of conversion.

The EU said it reaf-
firmed “Iran’s inalienable
rights to the peaceful use of
nuclear energy, exercised
in conformity with the nu-
clear Non-Proliferation
Treaty” but also demanded
it drop sensitive fuel-cycle
activities. An EU letter “of-
fered to supply nuclear re-
actor fuel as well as securi-
ty, technology and trade
guarantees in return for
Iran dropping parts of its
nuclear programme that
could be used to build atom-
ic bombs”. Iran has repeat-
edly said its suspension of
uranium conversion and
enrichment is temporary
and voluntary. Agencies

P




W' Sidelining the,
disarmament agenda

I he deadlocked negotiations at the seventh Review

Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) bring into sharp focus the lack of
progress in global nuclear disarmament, in the
1text of an increased threat of nuclear proliferation. In

: May 2005 conference, the Bush administration pursued

idently the far-Right rhetoric on proliferation by ‘rogue

ites’ — an obvious reference to the nuclear ambitions of

in and North Korea — to camouflage its own obduracy in

1oring its disarmament obligations. Since the 2000 NPT
view, the United States, one of the two largest stockpilers
‘nuclear weapons, has rejected the Comprehensive Nucle-
‘Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and refused to agree to a morato-
um on further weapons tests and explosions. Even the
inimal assurance to non-nuclear-weapons states of immu-
ity from nuclear threats, as provided in the 1995 United
ations resolution, stands jettisoned; the U.S. and the Unit-
1Kingdom regard this as incompatible with the doctrine of
sterrence. The other commitment was to ensure a dimin-
hing role for nuclear weapons in a country’s defence pro-
-ammes. But only last year the two allies renewed the 1958
[utual Defence Agreement to enable the production of a
ew generation of nuclear warheads. The U.S. and Russia
ave, no doubt, agreed under the Moscow Treaty of 2002 to
1t back two-thirds of their warheads from deployment by
012, but they have not bound themselves to destroying
1em. Washington’s initiation of the National Missile De-
:nce programme, ostensibly to counter threats to its na-
onal security, is in violation of the Anti-Ballistic Missile
reaty that seeks to prevent a qualitatively different arms
1ce.

Global disarmament commitments thus stand dishon-
ured. The only country that has so far used nuclear weap-
ns in war, killing hundreds of thousands of people in the
rocess, and other nuclear weapon states have done little to
rduce their arsenals more than a decade after the end of the
“old War’. The double standards and inequities built into
1e unequal global nuclear bargain that is the NPT, and the
ne-sided anti-proliferation drive of the nuclear haves, are
aving the way for a risky nuclear nationalism in some
hreshold nuclear states. The question of genuine move-
1ent towards global nuclear disarmament assumes greater
rrgency given the real possibility of extremist movements
nd terrorists getting their hands on nuclear weapons,
thich is technically no big deal. As the world observes the
0th anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, it is obvious
hat nuclear weapon states have turned their back on the
assons of history. The U.S. has extracted from Japan an
pology for the sneak attack on Pearl Harbour but has itself
efused to express regret for its anti-human nuclear attacks
n Hiroshima and Nagasaki. India will be betraying both its
eople and its international affairs heritage if it follows the
uclear weapons club in sidelining the disarmament agenda.
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{S threatens
to pull out
of N Korea
huke talks

4\ 10
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
TOKYO.JULY 18

THE US has warned that it
may pull out of talks on end-
ing North Korea’s nuclear l)
weapons programme if there
is a lack of progress in the up-
coming negotiations, a report
said today. ~ :

Washingto ls%éd the -
warning during a meeting with
South Korea and Japan in
Seoul last week, the Asahi
Shimbun newspaper said, :
quoting Japanese government
sources. '

“If there is no progress at
this time, (the US) will not al- -
low talks to continue,” a -
Japanese official was quoted
as saying in the daily. :

President George W Bush’s
administration was likely to
adopt a stronger stance -
against North Korea if the US

. withdraws from the six-party
talks due to start in the final
week of July, the daily said.

“The Bush administration
has no plans to stay in a round
of marathon talks that
produce no achievernent,” the
Japanese official was quoted
as saying.

“If no end result is seen by
the end of the year, the US is
likely to ask concerned parties
tojoin in taking tougher mea-
sures” against North Korea.

After more than a year of
stalemate, North Korea
agreed earlier this month to
return to the six-way talks,
which also involve South Ko-
rea, Japan, Russia and China,
Pyongyang’s closest ally.

The first round of talks was
held in Bejjing in August 2003,
nearly a year after North Ko-
rea allegedly told US officials
in October 2002 that it was
running a uranium enrich-

mentprogramme.  —PTI/




TAEA pus}{es
for EU-Iran
"widialogue ;

UN HQ, Aug. 2. — The UN’s
nuclear watchdog has urged
[ran to continue the negotia-
tions with the EU and not
take any action that could
undermine  the  agency’s
inspections on its facilities

even as Teheran agreed to

a

two-day delay in reopening its
processing plant after receiv-
ing the International Atomic

Energy Agency’s request.

In order to implement effec-
tive safeguards, the agency
said, it would need to instail
additional surveillance equip-
ment at the nuclear facility in
Esfahan, where the resumption
is planned, and would not be
able to do so until some time

next week.

“To ensure continuity of
knowledge, it's essential that
fran refrain from removing
the TAEAs seals and from
moving any nuclear material
at Esfahan until that time as
the surveillance equipment is
installed and the Agency has
verified the material.” the
[AEA chief, Md ElBaradei

told Iran today. — PTI



“North, South Korea ministers
I}pm talks on nuclear stando

AGENCIES
VIENTIANE/BEIJING JULY 28

NORTH and South Koreangl)r-
eign Ministers met for only the third
time on Thursday and agreed onthe
need for substantial developments
in the Beijing multilateral talks to re-
solve Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons
ambitions.

The 50-minute meeting between
South Korea’s Ban Ki-Moon and
the North’s Pack Nam-Sun was held
on the sidelines of a meeting of the
Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) foreign ministers
in Vientiane, the capital of Laos.

Ban said Seoul was waiting for
North Korea to respond to an offer
to supply it with 2,000 MW of elec-
tricity, conditional to its scrapping
its nuclear plans.

In Beijing, negotiations aimed at
defusing the North Korean nuclear
crisis crept into a third day with
‘Washington and Pyongyang still far
apart on proposals for disarming the

Chinese Vice Forelgn Minister Wu Dawel (R) meets North Korea’s Vice
Forelgn Minister Kim Gye Gwan (2nd-L), as South Korea's Deputy Forelgn
Minister Song Min-soon (2nd-R) looks on, in Beljing on Thursday. Reuters

reclusive North. pher Hill said differences remained
After a two-hour bilateral meet-  and it “was not an easy process”.

ing with his North Korean counter- ~ South Korean delegates were not

part, American delegate Christo- optimistic over the fate of the talks.
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Programme of

! Y
R. Gopalakrishnan YY)

PANAJI: The Coalition for Nucle-
ar Disarmament and Peace
(CNDP), an umbrella organisa-
tion of more than 200 civil socie-
ty organisations, on Sunday
issued a call for a nation-wide
observance of one-minute si-
lence on August 6 and 9 to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary
of the dropping of nuclear
bombs in Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, which resulted in the im-
mediate death of more than two
lakh people.

The CNDP is aimed at “sensi-
tising governments and policy-
makers” to the dangers of the
nuclear arms race in the world as
also in the Indian sub-continent.
It concluded a two-day meeting
of its National Coordination
Committee (NCC) here on Sun-
day. It also chalked out a pro-
gramme of action by its State
chapters and member-organisa-

27 JUN 2003

tions to create awareness among
all sections of people, especially
women and the youth, on the
persisting danger that nuclear
weapons posed to humanity and
its environment and habitat.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, leaders of the CNDP noted
the failure of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Re-
view Conference held in May to
make any progress on the imple-
mentation of the nuclear pow-
ers’ obligation for time-bound
global nuclear disarmament, as a
result of the stance adopted by
the United States.

Achin Vanaik, academician
and activist, said the U.S. had
demanded and obtained an apol-
ogy from Japan for bombing
Pearl Harbour (U.S. base in the

¢| Far East) which triggered U.S.

participation in World War-II
but the U.S. itself has refused to
apologise for dropping nuclear
bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Neither Japan, whose foreign
policy was dependent on the
U.S., nor governments of coun-
tries such as India had cared to
put pressure on the U.S. to apol-
ogise for Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

“Unless we recognise the hor-

pe o
“Identify horrors”
of n-arms race™2(>

tion to create awareness
on the persisting danger-n-weapons pose

& Nation-wide observance
of one-minute silence on
August 6 and 9 :

1

@ Right to Information Act
excluded the DAE from
the provisions of law

= Nuclear danger "is not
far out there [in history]
but here on our
doorsteps”

4

T

rors and wrongfulness of what
happened in Hiroshima and Na-*
gasaki, the world cannot rid it-:
self of nuclear weapons,” Mr.
Vanaik said. ’

No concern for victims

He said the erstwhile NDA
(National Democratic Alliance)’
government had unilaterally’
called for mourning for the
2,500 victims of the terrorist at-
tack on the U.S. on September11,*
2001, but it had not shown a sim-
ilar concern for victims of nucle-
ar bombing which killed a
hundred times more non-com-'
batants, women and children, in
the name of protecting Amer-
ican soldiers. '

Mr. Vanaik said it was “ex-
tremely disturbing” that India’s
Right to Information Act had ex-
cluded the Department of Atom-
ic Energy from the provisions of -
the law. Christopher Fonseca, N
head of the Goa Coalition for
Peace and Nuclear Disarma-*
ment and General Secretary of
the State unit of the All-India
Trade Union Congress (AITUC),
appealing to the media to sup-
port the awareness programmes;
related to August 6 and 9, said
nuclear danger “is not far out
there [in history] but here on our
doorsteps,” in the background of
nuclearisation of India and’
Pakistan. :

Sabsayachi Chatterjee, scien-
tist, said this year was also the
International Year of Physics,
and nuclear bombing of Japan
was the worst misuse of physics.

Ilina Sen, Admiral (Retd) L."
Ramdas, Sukla Sen and Garimel-
la Subramaniam also addressed"
the media conference.
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EIBaradei gets third term
as U.S. drops objection .

European diplomats are 1mpressed by the JAEA chle s record

Jonathan Steele

VIENNA: The U.S. formally drop-
ped its objections on Monday to
the appointment of Mohamed
ElBaradei to a third term as head
of the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog.

The 35-member board of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency unanimously endorsed a
third four-year term for the 62-
year-old Egyptian, who angered
Washington in 2003 by contra-
dicting U.S. intelligence before
the Iraq war and saying that Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime did not
have nuclear weapons or a nu-
clear programme.

No challenger

Although U.N. agency heads
normally serve a maximum of
two terms, there was no serious
alternative candidate. European
diplomats have been impressed
with Mr ElBaradei’s record since
he took over in 1997 and the U.S.
would have been in a minority of
one had it tried to veto his
candidacy.

“The U.S. probably decided it
wasn’t worth the candie to put
up a robust resistance,” a Eu-
ropean diplomat said.

Washington had already an-
gered many non-nuclear states
with its refusal to discuss dis-
armament options for the nucle-
ar powers during last month’s
conference to review the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty. “The
non-aligned states signalled
they would react very strongly if
the U.S. wouldn’t support EiBa-

NEW INNINGS: International Atomic Energy Agency Director-General Mohammed
ElBaradei (left), shakes hands with Japanese Ambassador to Austria
Yukio Takasu in Vienna on Tuesday. - PHOTO: AFP

radei,” said another European
diplomat.

The TAEA chief is heavily en-
gaged in leading the inspections
of Iran’s controversial nuclear
energy programme,

With the Iranian case still un-
resolved, diplomats argued that
this was not the right time to
appoint a different head. Mr El-

TR

Baradei also seems to have been
helped by the job-switching of
John Bolton, who used to man-
age the nuclear file at the State
Department.

The Bolton factor

He is still struggling to win
Senate approval as President
George Bush’s nominee to rep-

resent the U.S. at the UN. He
was Mr ElBaradei’s severest U.S.
critic, accusing him among other
things of being weak on Iran.

In spite of U.S. charges of soft-
ness, the IAEA head has repeat-
edly criticised Iran for its lack of
openness with the agency’s in-
spectors. — ©Guardian News-
papers Limited 2005



“UN N-watchfr og follows
Iran North Korea Saudi

v ‘ i

Vienna: Iran will get off
with a mild scolding for not
fully cooperating with a UN
probe of its nuclear activi-
ties on Monday when the
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency meets to pass
judgment on Tehran’s re-
cent record. Diplomats say
the Islamic republic will
also come in for some
praise, with a senior JAEA
official planning to tell the
agency’s board that Iran
has kept its promise of
freezing a key program that
could be used to make nu-
clear arms.

Speaking on the eve of
Monday’s start of the 35-na-
tion TAEA board meeting,
the diplomats described a
report on Iran — likely to
be delivered by IAEA
deputy director general
Pierre Goldschmidt — as
relatively mild compared
with previous summaries
since that nation’s nuclear
program became a matter
of international concern
three years ago.

Tehran has been under
agency review since revela-
tions in 2003 ofnearly two
decades of secret nuclear

act1v1t1es 1ncl 1ng work
on enriching urgnium — a
technology that'can make
weapons-grade material for
nuclear warheads.

Iran insists it wants to
enrich onlyto generate nu-
clear power, but froze that
program and linkedactivi-
ties late last year as it fo-
cused on talks with France
Britain and Germany
meant to reduce interna-
tional concerns about
Tehran’s nuclear ambi-
tions.

The report is confiden-
tial until delivery and
diplomats close tothe
agency who saw copies at
the weekend spoke to AP
only on condition of
anonymity because they
were not authorised to di-
vulge its contents ahead of
Monday’s opening session.

Other diplomats accred-
ited to the Vienna-based
IAEA also demanded they
not be named, saying, they
too were not supposed to
talk on the record about
what would happen at the
closed meeting.

North Korea, the other
key international prolifera-

2&7 ONTTE e

tion concern, would be
urged to return to six-na-
tion talks meant to entice it
tomove away from nuclear
threats in exchange for eco-
nomic and political
concessions, the diplomats
said.

Saudi Arabia is a rela-
tively recent issue for the
agency. The country has ne-
gotiated a now-outmoded
deal with the IAEA that ef-
fectively excludes it from
nuclear inspections in ex-
change for its word of hon-
or that it does not have any-
thing worth inspecting.

After formal requests
from the European Union,
the United States andAus-
tralia to agree to an outside
probe by agency inspectors,
the Saudis will be under
pressure to show some com-
promise at the board meet-
ing, said the diplomats.

A foreign ministry offi-
cial in Riyadh said Sunday
that SaudiArabia is willing
to cooperate with the IAEA.

Saudi Arabia “does not
own any nuclear facilities
or reactors,” said the offi-
cial reported by the Saudi
Press Agency. ar
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Nothmg new at NPT meet

UNHQ,May27 1§ ° . '

h
!

A GLOBAL conference to tighten
controls on the spread of nuclear
arms gave preliminary approval
on Friday to a report offering no
new action plan at a time of
mounting nuclear tension in the
world. The 188-nation meeting, re-
viewing the Nuclear Nonprolifer-
ation Treaty, produced weeks of
divisive debate over issues rang-
ing from Iran’s uranium cen-
trifuges, to Israel’s nuclear capa-
bilities, to US weapons plans. But
it yielded no consensus recom-
mendations for concrete steps to
rein in atomic arms.

The disagreements even kept
conference president, Brazil’s Se-
rgio de Queiroz Duarte, from issu-
ing a summary statement endors-
ing nonproliferation principles.

Dispirited diplomats and disar-

NUKE TALKS

mament campaigners lamented a
lack of political will.

“We have witnessed intransi-
gence from more than one state
on pressing issues of the day”
Canadian Ambassador Paul Mey-
er told conference delegates.

“It’s a tragic lost opportunity,”
British arms-control advocate Ian
Davis told reporters.

The conference approved the
key sections of the final report on
Friday morning but deferred
overall adoption until later in the
day, when it would approve a fi-
nancial section.

The members of the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty convene
only once every five years to as-
sess the workings of the 1970

4}-,

treaty and find ways to make it
work better — political commit-
ments that give a boost to nonpro-
liferation initiatives.

Under the nuclear pact, states
without atomic arms pledged not
to develop them, and five with the
weapons — the United States,
Russia, Britain, France and Chi-
na — undertook to eventually
eliminate their arsenals. The non-
weapons states, meanwhile, were
guaranteed access to peaceful nu-
clear technology.

Citing that guarantee, Iran has
obtained uranium-enrichment
centrifuges, which can produce
both fuel for nuclear power plants
and material for bombs. Washing-
ton contends Tehran plans to
build weapons, but the Iranians
say they're interested only in
peaceful energy.

AP
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- freeze

Geneva: The foreign minis-
ters of Britain, France and
Germany persuaded Iran on
Wednesday to continue its
freeze on nuclear activities,
averting a diplomatic crisis
that could have led to puni-
tive international measures
against Iran.

In exchange, the Euro-
peans offered to present Iran
with detailed, step-by-step
proposals by early August at
the latest on how to move to-
ward consensus on the shape
of Iran’s nuclear program.
Last November in Paris, Iran
agreed to suspend all of its
uranium enrichment and re-
processing activities while it
negotiated the economic, nu-
clear, political and security
benefits it would receive. :

Despite the progress on
Wednesday, the Europeans
and the Iranians remain far
apart on their ultimate goals.
The Europeans want to pro-
long the freeze in Iran’s en-
richment activities until it
becomes permanent, doling
out trade, political, economic
and security rewards, includ-
ing access to nuclear energy,
along the way.

The Iranians, by contrast,
insist the freeze is only temporary.
Iranian officials have pointed out that
they are not required under the Nu-
clear Nonproliferation Treaty to freeze
these activities and are doing so on a
voluntary basis to show good will.

The Bush administration, which ac-
cuses Iran of secretly using its nuclear
program to develop weapons, reacted
with caution to the developments on

e&i Tran agrees to

-programme

a
1)

LA
PRI S

From left to right, German foreign minister Joschka Fischer, Britain’s foreign secretary Jack
Straw and Iran’s top nuclear negotiator Hassan Rowhani, attend a press briefing after the
nuclear talks between three European Union countries and Iran, in Geneva on Wednesday

Wednesday, reaffirming its support for
the European effort, but reiterating its
suspicion of Iran’s motives.

“Iran hid its nuclear activity from
the international community for two
decades,” said Scott McClellan, the
White House spokesman.

“That is why we are sceptical about
their activities.”

If Iran accepts the European propos-

27 MLY 200%  The Tihr .
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al, as expected, both sides will have
bought some time, and the freeze on
Iran’s uranium conversion and enrich-
ment activities will still be in place
when Iranians go to the polls to elect a
new president on June 17.

After three hours of negotiations
that the Europeans and the Iranians
described as very difficult, both sides
claimed success. agencies
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Seoul, May 11 (Reute )
North Korea sharply rais¢d
the stakes in its nuclear stanyl-
off with regional powe
today, announcing it had fin-
ished extracting nuclear fue
rods at its Yongbyon plant and
taken steps to expand its atom-
ic arsenal.

It was the first time North
Korea had effectively con-
firmed it had been working on
its reactor at the Yongbyon nu-
clear complex north of the
capital Pyongyang. Regional
powers, notably South Korea,

voiced concern and urged it to
return to talks designed to end
its nuclear ambitions.

The north said in February
it was pulling out of the six-

Y

country talks and confirmed
for the first time it had nuclear
weapons. It has since said it
would enhance its deterrent
force, and Washington fears
Pyongyang could be preparing
anuclear test.

“The relevant field of the
DPRK has successfully fin-
ished the unloading of 8,000
spent fuel rods from the 5 MW
(megawatt) pilot nuclear plant
in the shortest period recent-
ly”, the north’s foreign min-
istry spokesman said in a Eng-
lish-language version carried
by the official KCNA news
agency. DPRK is short for the
state’s official name, the De-
mocratic People’s Republic of
Korea.

Officials in Seoul said in
April the north had suspended
the operation of its reactor in
Yongbyon. Analysts said this
would allow it to extract spent
fuel rods, which could be
turned into weapons-grade
plutonium. Outside experts
say the north could already
have up to eight nuclear

”Korea ralses nuclear stakes

Duvr prayrerrseds

weapons. “The DPRK had al-
ready declared in December
2002 that it would re-operate
the above-said plant and re-
sume the construction of two
other nuclear plants”, the
north’s spokesman added.

The North did not say
whether reprocessing of fuel
rods — necessary to make ma-
terial for nuclear weapons —
had started.

South Korean officials
have said they are more con-
cerned about the possibility of
reprocessing than a nuclear
test.

Pyongyang and Washing-
ton signed the Agreed Frame-
work agreement in 1994 in
Geneva to mothball the
north’s plutonium-based nu-
clear programme in return for
energy aid, including two pro-
liferation-proof nuclear reac-
tors.

The agreement was effec-
tively broken in late 2002, ig-
niting a new crisis. The US ac-
cused the north of running a
covert uranium-based pro-

gramme, a charge Pyongyang
denies.

The north's spokesman
said it had resumed opera-
tions at the plants frozen
under the deal because “the
Bush administration theat-
ened the DPRK with nuclear
weapons in violation of the
agreed framework”.

‘“Accordingly, the DPRK
keeps taking necessary meas-
ures to bolster its nuclear arse-
nal for the defensive purpose
of coping with the prevailing
situation, with a main empha-
sis on developing the self-re-
liant nuclear power industry,”
the spokesman said.

He added that construction
of two other nuclear power
plants had also resumed.

Three rounds of talks in-
volving the two Koreas, the
US, Japan, Russia and China
aimed at dismantling the im-
poverished north’s nuclear
programmes made little
progress. and the process has
stalled since the last meeting
in June 2004.
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US wants India,
Pak to jon NPT

S. Rajagopalan S
Washington, May 3 BN

THE US’S focus at the current re-
view conference on the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
may well be on Tran and North
Korea, but it will also urge its
non-signatory friends — India,
Pakistan and Israel — to come
on board the 35-year-old treaty.

“I think one thing that will be
re-emphasised or reitera-
ted...will be that we believe in
universal adherence to the NPT,”
White House spokesman Scott
MccClellan said on Monday even
as the month-long NPT review
meet got under way in New York.

The State Department went a
step further, suggesting that
falling in line on NPT will be im-
portant to all countries that
want to have “full relationship”
with the rest of the world.

All countries, except India,
Pakistan and Israel, have signed
the NPT, a treaty which New Del-
hi regards as highly discrimina-
tory. North Korea, which had
signed the treaty, pulled out of it
in January 2003 and declared it-
self free from the obligations set
out by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

“We have advocated universal
adherence. We had even advocat-
ed universal application of Addi-
tional Protocols, giving the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Age-
ncy the authority to inspect any
nuclear facility in any non-per-
manent member of the Security
Council...without advance no-
tice,” state separtment spoke-
sman Richard Boucher said.

Ahead of the review confer-
ence, the US had made known its
rigid stand vis-a-vis India, Pak-
istan and Israel, saying these
countries could join the NPT
only as non-nuclear states.

Setting out Washington’s posi-
tion, US Ambassador for Disar-
mament Jackie Walcott Sanders
even stated that the three coun-
tries would have to forswear nu-
clear weapons and accept IAEA

NUKE TALKS

safeguards on all nuclear activi-
ties in order to join the treaty.
But in strong evidence that
the US spotlight at the New York
meet will be on Iran and North
Korea, US representative Step-
hen Rademaker lashed out at bo-
th countries on Monday. He de-
manded Tehran dismantle its
uranium enrichment facilities.
Countries like North Korea
and Iran must be prevented from
exploiting loopholes in NPT to
divert civilian nuclear energy
programmes into illegal
weapons facilities, he said.
“Some countries, such as Iran,
are seeking these facilities, either
secretly or with explanations that
cannot withstand scrutiny We
dare not look the other way,”
Rademaker told the conference.

Rice warns N Korea

US SECRETARY of state Con-
doleezza Rice has issued a warn-
ing to North Korea that the US is
well able to defend itself and its
allies against nuclear threats.

And South Korea on Tuesday
dismissed claims that North Ko-
rea is preparing to conduct an
underground nuclear test, Yon-
hap news agency reported.
South Korea’s defence minister
Yoon Kwang-ung told reporters
in Seoul: “We've not yet seen any
signs (of a nuclear test).”

He was responding to a report
in the Chosun Ilbo newspaper
that claimed the US had told
South Korea that US intelligence
detected signs North Korea was
preparing for an underground
test. Earlier, deputy foreign min-
ister Song Min-soon had dis-
missed the possibility of North
Korea conducting a nuclear
weapons test in the near future.

Rice said in Washington: “I
think there should be no doubt
about our ability to deter whatev-
er the North Koreans are up to.”
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U.S. demands Iran dismantle

all nuclear facilities ¢ .

NPT meet fears Teheran may circumvent oblitjations

David E. Sanger

UNITED NATIONS: The gulf between Iran
and the United States widened consid-
erably on Monday when the Bush ad-
ministration, at the opening of a
conference on the future of the Nucle-
ar Non-proliferation Treaty, demand-
ed that Iran dismantle all the
“equipment and facilities” it has built
over the past two decades to manu-
facture nuclear material.

The demand, made by Stephen Ra-
demaker, Assistant Secretary of State
who spoke at the opening of the con-
ference in the chamber of the General
Assembly on Monday afternoon, has
been made before by the United States.
But it came only two days after Iran
threatened to resume some produc-
tion activities in coming weeks.

As part of Iran’s negotiations with
the European Union over the future of
its nuclear programme — which it in-
sists is solely intended for electricity
production — Iran has demanded that
it must be allowed to install 3,000 cen-
trifuges, which enrich uranium. If en-
riched at a low level, that uranium
could fuel a nuclear power plant. But
the centrifuges could also produce
enough highly enrichment uranium to
manufacture nuclear weapons.

Focus on loopholes

Mr. Rademaker’s statement was in-
tended to focus the conference on
loopholes in the 35-year-old treaty,
which he charged that Iran and North
Korea have exploited. “Today, the
treaty is facing the most serious chal-
lenge in its history due to instances of
non-compliance,” he said.

Though the International Atomic
Energy Agency has said it has yet to
find concrete evidence of a weapons

84 Mty 2pps

— 26,119 nuclear
weapon stockpiles

Nuclear review

The United
States, Russia,

- Britain, France, - 15
China and other
nuclear powers
are still holding
an estimated
27,000 nuclear
warheads,

down only 25
percentinthe
last 35 years
since the

Nuclear Non-
Proliferation
Treaty was
founded.

Global nuclear
weapons

“stockpiles, ~°
in thousands
U.s. Britain China
Russia France
SOQURCE: Natural Resources AP

Defense Council

programme in Iran, Mr. Rademaker
expressed no doubts about what Iran
has done, or how it got the help.

“For almost two decades Iran has
conducted a clandestine nuclear
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weapons programme, aided by the\{-/
licit network of A.Q. Khan,” Mr. Ra-
demaker said, referring to the head of
Pakistan’s nuclear research laborato-
ry, who was at the centre of a huge
black-market network in nuclear
technology.

Mr Rademaker offered the admin-
istration’s first public confirmation
that Mr. Khan has also traded in nu-
clear weapons designs — a reference
to a Chinese design for a nuclear
weapon that the Khan network pro-
vided to Libya — though he stopped
short of saying that Iran had also been
given that design.

“We assume that what the Libyans
got the Iranians also got,” a senior
American intelligence official said re-
cently. “But can we prove it? Not yet.”

The Bush administration has long
demanded that North Korea disman-
tle all of its nuclear facilities, and in
Washington, Mr. Bush’s aides have
argued that the then President Bill
Clinton erred in 1994 by signing an
accord with the North that did not
require the country to dismantle its
facilities and ship all of its nuclear
material out of the country. The
North has refused to do so, pulled out
of the NPT in 2003, and now asserts
that it has reprocessed its stockpile of
spent nuclear fuel into nuclear weap-
ons.

At the conference here, there is
considerable concern that Iran will
follow the same model.

Mr. Rademaker described the
American demands by saying that any
solution “must include permanent
cessation of Iran’s enrichment and
reprocessing efforts, as well as dis-
mantlement of equipment facilities
related to such activity.” —New York
Times News Service



Anti-nuclear demonstration at U.N,

Month-long review of Non-Proliferation Treaty begins in New York

NEW YORK: Thousands of activists
marched past the United Nations,
hoping to remind diplomats re-
viewing the Nuclear Non-prolifer-
ation Treaty of the horrors of the
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki five decades ago. Chant-
ing “No War, No Nukes” and carry-
ing signs saying “No More
Hiroshima, No more Nagasaki,”
the marchers then headed to Cen-
tral Park, where they formed a hu-
man peace symbol. Organisers put
the number of Sunday’s protesters
at 40,000.

The Mayor of Hiroshima, Tada-
toshi Akiba, told the crowd that the
survivors of the bombs were “the
only people who have had the expe-
rience of nuclear war. For them the
world is a family, and we need to
work together so that no member
of this family will have to suffer the
pain that they suffered in 1945.”

One of those survivors, Sunao
Tsuboi, was a 20-year-old college
student when the bomb dropped
on Hiroshima in 1945. Speaking
through an interpreter, he spoke of
the physical and mental anguish he
experienced. “That’s why we call
the atomic bomb the absolute evil,”
he said.

A month-long review of the non-
proliferation treaty at the U.N. be-
gan on Monday — a process done
every five years. The treaty calls for
nations without nuclear weapons
to pledge not to pursue them, and
the five that acknowledge having
nuclear weapons — the United
States, Russia, Britain, France and

,\v‘
\7 N ’

CLEAR MESSAGE: Chieko Neyo, of Osaka, whose brother died during the A-bomb attack on
Hiroshima joins the peace rally in New York’s Central Park, on Sunday. - PHOTO: AP

China — to pledge to move toward
eliminating them. — AP
Black market network

AFP reports from Vienna:
The NPT, which went into effect
in 1970, received a rude blow with
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the unearthing two years ago of an
international black market net-
work in technology that could be
used to make atomic weapons, run
by the father of Pakistan’s atomic
bomb Abdul Qadeer Khan.
Mohammed ElBaradei, head of

him

the Vienna-based International
Atomic Energy Agency which ver-
ifies compliance with the NPT, has
been in the forefront of critics call-
ing for fixes to loopholes in the
treaty. North Korea expelled IAEA
inspectors in December 2002.
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NUCLEAR PROGRAMM

ussia’s interest in the Irani-
Rzn nuclear programme is
ot only due to the fact that
it is helping to build a nuclear
plant at Bushehr. Iran is one of
the most dynamically developing
nations not only in the Middle
East, but also anywhere in the
world. The path chosen by Iran,
including its nuclear ambitions,
will be instrumental in determin-
ing both the situation in the regi-
on and future global mechanisms
of controlling non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons.

Rigid controls by the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) over Iranian nuclear
power have always been a sine
qua non for Russia’s nuclear co-
operation with Iran. Russia is
one of Iran’s closest neighbours,
and the risk of nuclear technolo-
gies falling into extremists’ hands
is one Russia does not wish to
take.

Criticism

For this reason, Russia scru-
tinises every point of agreement
with Iran — an approach that
draws heavy criticism in Iran. In
particular, Russia has always said
that it will supply its nuclear fuel
to Iran only if Teheran signs a
protocol on returning spent fuel.

At present, Iran is ready and
willing to cooperate with any par-
ty that does not see international
controls as a way to wreck its nu-
clear program. Russia wants
Iran’s nuclear programme to be
carried out under international
control, and full and complete
information to be available at
any time. It would be unfair to
deny Iran the chance to exploit
advanced technologies for its
own development.

US. and Russian positions on
the Iranian nuclear programme
are often said to be widely diver-
gent. In fact, deep down, they are
dictated by the same motives.
Both the US and Russia are first
of all concerned with non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons.
Should extremists acquire a
nuclear bomb and unleash
“nuclear terrorism”, it would be

The author is chairman of the
Russian State Duma’s international
affairs committee
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Iran Should Not Be Driven Into A Corner

By KONSTANTIN KOSACHEV

a global nightmare. So US
concerns about the security of
America and its allies are quite
understandable, as is its desire to
play safe, especially in view of the
deteriorating situation in the
Middle East. However, it should
not be forgotten that it was the
US campaign in Iraq that went
some considerable way to
sparking negative trends in the

(s

region.

But there are some aspects of
the American position that clear-
ly go beyond Iran-IAEA coope-
ration and clash with the Russian
viewpoint. These are plans to
overhaul the world order and,
perhaps, the US’s special attitu-
de to Iran’s oil resources and that
country’s growing say in regional
affairs — a stance that, naturally,
is not infused with pro-American
sentiments. Russia is alarmed at
the preparation by the United
States of a “pre-war Iran dos-
sier”, as it did with Iraq.

A myth

The American charges that
Baghdad had weapons of mass
destruction are now known to
have been a myth. Time and
again, international inspections
failed to confirm American accu-
sations. But still this did not stop
the US from unleashing a war
against Iraq on the pretext that it
could have used such weapons.

In addition, Russia has purely
pragmatic interests in Iran.
There is a very high likelihood
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that, were Russia to curtail its
nuclear programmes in Iran,
American specialists would step
in. And it 1s not inconceivable
that, in a miraculous fashion and
within a very short space of time,
Iran might turn out to be a
peaceful and transparent, as far
as international control is con-
cerned, state for the US. To my
mind, the principal weakness of

the US arguments against Iran’s
nuclear programme is this obvi-
ous commitment, as well as the
negative experience of previous
interference in Iraq’s affairson a
similar pretext. Even if the US is
right in many things, these two
circumstances cannot but under-
mine the credibility of what it
says and does on Iran.

Only the IAEA can be a really
competent and level-headed jud-
ge on such a complicated matter
as Iran’s national nuclear prog-
ramme. I think it would make
sense for the US to stop judging
the organisation’s work exclusiv-
ely through the prism of Ameri-
can aims and interests in the
region. Incidentally, the issue of
nuclear control in Iran may
prove to be far from the last such
issue that the world will face in
the near future, and we should
have ready some effective inter-
national mechanisms for such
eventualities.

The European Union, which
has its own axe to grind in Iran
and the Middle East, is known to
adhere to a relatively reasonable
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position, as it seeks to find-real
and non-discriminatory solutions
to existing problems. As negotia-
tors, the Europeans fit the bill:
on the one hand, the Iranian
leadership is willing to negotiate
with EU representatives, while
on the other the Europeans also
bear in mind “Atlantic solida-
rity”.

Russia has a vested interest in
seeing the EU and Iran agree on
this far-from-simple subject, and
in particular to holding a nuts-
and-bolts discussion of Teheran’s
“limited enrichment” proposals.
The way these negotiations go
may take a lot of the sting out of
current passions surrounding
Iran. For the moment, these pas-
sions are running rather high.
Some European commentators,
for example, write that Bushehr
may become a “stationary nucle-
ar bomb”, and, if detonated,
could cover Middle East oil
fields with a radioactive cloud. I
believe it is up to an impartial
IAEA mission to lay these fears
to rest. Russian specialists, how-
ever, are convinced that safety at
Bushehr meets next-generation
international standards, and
there is no cause for concern.

Cooperation

This is an apposite place to
recall that the Middle East alrea-
dy has its own nuclear weapons,

and they did not originate with

Iran. It is certainly not right and
proper, in my judgment, to consi-
der weapons in the possession of
one state in the region as posing
a lesser risk than a peaceful ener-
gy programme controlled by an
internationa! agency. The most
dangerous and short-sighted
thing to do in the present situa-
tion would be to let the situation
get out of control with Iran,
disappointed and frustrated by
its negotiating partners, “clamm-
ing up” against any external in-
fluence and drifting in a direc-
tion which it would be certain not
to abandon. In this case, nuclear
weapons, rather than peaceful
programmes, will be more
probable.

Iran should not be driven into
a corner, especially in a situation
when it is itself seeking full-scale
and constructive cooperation.
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sale of Iran nuke parts

Islamabad, March 14
(Reuters): Pakistan rejected
today reports it would hand
over used centrifuge compo-
nents to the UN nuclear watch-
dog to help it solve a key mys-
tery surrounding Iran’s atom-
ic programme.

Diplomats familiar with a
UN investigation into Iran’s
nuclear programmie said yes-
terday Islamabad had agreed
to hand over the parts so UN
inspectors could compare
them with machinery sold to
Iran by Abdul Qadeer Khan,
the father of Pakistan’s atom-
ic bomb programme.

“That report is incorrect;
that’s entirely baseless and
speculative,” said Pakistan’s
foreign ministry spokesman
Jalil Abbas Jilani.

Islamabad acknowledged
for the first time last week that
Khan, the disgraced nuclear
scientist at the centre of a

global atomic black market,
provided Iran with cen-
trifuges used to produce en-
riched uranium fuel for nu-
clear power plants or arms.

A diplomat, who asked not
to be named, said in Vienna at
the weekend that the cen-

uranium traces found on
equipment in Iran.

In 2003, the UN’s Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) found traces of urani-
um in Iran that had been en-
riched to various levels, some
of them close to what would be

trifuges could hold crucial fin-
gerprints, or “the DNA” of

useable in weapons.
This sparked fears that

SC takes over rape case

Islamabad, March 14 (Reuters): Pakistan’s top court said
today it is taking over a notorious gangrape case that has
stirred fierce legal controversy.

Mukhtaran Mai was gangraped on the orders of a village
council nearly three years ago. The anti-terrorism court that
first heard the case sentenced four men to death for the rape.
A high court in Multan overturned this decision on March 3,
acquitting five of the six due to lack of evidence. Last week,
the federal shariat court in turn threw out this
judgement.The Supreme Court in Islamabad suspended the
rulings of both the high court and the Islamic court and said
it would hear the case itself, court documents showed.

Tehran’s secret centrifuge
programme had been used to
purify uranium for atomic
weapons.

Iran blamed the traces on
contaminated centrifuge com-
ponents it acquired second-
hand from Pakistan. But Is-
lamabad’s refusal to allow
TAEA experts to take environ-
mental samples inside the
country has prevented the
IAEA from verifying Iran’s ex-
planation.

An TAEA spokesman in Vi-
enna declined to comment on
whether Pakistan would pro-
vide the centrifuge parts, but
two diplomats close to the
agency said they would arrive
soon. Analysts say Pakistan's
admission that Khan gave
Iran centrifuges appeared to
be the result of US pressure
ahead of a visit to Islamabad
this week by US secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice.
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NEW YORK, April 23." — The
United States has warned China
that North Korea could be prepar-
ing for a nuclear test which could
come with “little or no warning”,
according to a media report.
In an emergency diplomatic com-
munication, Washington told
China on Thursday that “in light of
recent North Korean words and
actions, a test could be in the
works,” the Wall Street Journal

24 wurx 2005

unidentified official.

The United States also told China
that it believes “the North Korean
nuclear programme advanced
enough that a test could come with
little or no warning”, the newspaper
reported, saying “another official
said the USA fears about a test also
were being conveyed to South Korea
and Japan”. “Spy satellites have
observed heightened activity at mis-
sile sites as well as ‘at various sus-
pect sites’ in North Korea where it is
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N Korea preparing for nuke, fest: USA
& "\ PRESS TRUST OF |NDIAQP N,-V%:Edl yes%rday, quoting an V6

iqved underground tests-could be

.c d sut,” the report said. But the

official acknowledged that it was
difficult to ascertain the true intent
of that activity, the report said.
Similar warnings have reportedly
also been sent to South Korea and
Japan, the Journal added. North
Korea had declared in February
that it had nuclear weapons for
self-defence and was indefinitely
pulling out of six-party talks aimed
at persuading it to give up its
nuclear weapons programme.



11 APR 288§

Nuclear Diplomacy . .
NPT Meet Needs To Address Double Standards

o By Manpreet Sethi , (<"
N ¢
In May this year, the seventh quinquennial
review conference of the now 35-year-old
nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) will
be held in New York. Representatives of a
record 189 countries will assemble to review
the performance of the treaty over the last
five years and to identify future course of
action. However, the last few reviews have
generated more heat than light. They have
exposed sharp differences of opinion, on
both procedural and substantive matters,
between the nuclear weapon states (NWS)
and the non-nuclear weapon states (NNWS).

India is not a member of the NPT. The
treaty has never been a favourite with New
Delhi. Its discriminatory nature, its inabi-
lity to check vertical proliferation, its in-
capacity to prevent clandestine pursuit
of nuclear weapon programmes by keen
NNWS, its powerlessness in the face of
selective proliferation by NWS, and its
failure to ensure nuclear disarmament are
the major issues on which the treaty has been
decried and rendered unacceptable by India.

Interestingly, these issues are now begin-
ning to irk several treaty subscribers too.
Much of this disenchantment
was evident at the sixth review
in 2000, as also at the three
preparatory committee meet-
ings held in preparation for
the coming conference. Coun-
tries have openly expressed
their frustration with the
inability of the NPT to deliver
on both its objectives — ensur-
ing nuclear non-proliferation
and securing nuclear disarma-
ment. They lament the absence of effective
mechanisms to exert their collective will
when faced with non-compliance or viola-
tion, as in the case of North Korea and Iran,
or at the casual treatment meted out to disar-
mament by the NWS. Indeed, non-compliance
is more acute than ever before and the credi-
bility of the treaty stands seriously eroded.

Should India be happy at this state of
affairs? There are two ways of looking at
this. On the one hand, India’s stand on the
inability of a discriminatory arrangement
to sustain itself stands vindicated. But on
the other, proliferation is surely not in
India’s interests and, to some extent, the
NPT has kept countries from going nuclear.
Hence, from a balanced perspective, India
need not be overly joyous nor agonise over
the present state of the NPT Rather, it must
keep a close watch on the forthcoming
review for two particular reasons.

This conference is taking place in the
shadow of new developments that have
adversely impacted the nuclear scenario.
Contemporary threats now include nuclear
terrorism, black marketing, insecure fissile
material storage, clandestine weapon acqui-
sition under the guise of power pro-
grammes, and the large and modernising
arsenals in the NWS. Easy access to fissile
material coupled with religious fundamen-

talism is a lethal combination that scares
the international community as much as
India. Therefore, it will be worthwhile to see
how the NPT addresses these threats.

The review conference is sure to make a
mention of the de facto nuclear status of
India, Pakistan and Israel and exhort them
to join the NPT as NNWS. This would be no
more than a rhetorical exposition given
the unlikelihood of their nuclear weapon
programmes being rolled back. Some states
accept this and are trying to find ways of
accommodation. This, nevertheless, poses
legal and political problems. The cut-off
date for acceptance as NWS into the NPT
stands at 1970, and hence the legal hurdle.
Politically, too, many NNWS perceive
attempts at accommodation as a betrayal of
their obligation to keep away from WMD.
However, this is a dilemma that the NPT
members have to resolve within themselves
and India can do little to help.

The NPT’s mantra of universality has not
really been effective in stalling proliferation.
Efforts to enrol new members have brought
in 189 nations, leaving only three countries
out of the NPT fold. But it has not elimina-
ted horizontal nuclear proliferation. Rather,
proliferation has emerged
even more violently today in
the wake of revelations of a
thriving clandestine nuclear
network. This network was
patronised by rogue scientists
and countries and had
connections with business
interests in countries like the
UK, Malaysia, South Africa
and UAE. Interestingly, all
these suppliers and recipients
are NPT members and legally bound not
to aid or acquire nuclear weapons!

Another fallacy has been that while im-
posing non-proliferation on others, the NWS
have done precious little to bring down the
role and importance of nuclear weapons in
their own national security policies. Mean-
while, a paradigm shift in US non-prolifera-
tion policy away from reliance on multilat-
eral instruments and towards pre-emption
has added to the insecurities of nations.

Cases such as Iran should make the
states realise that nuclear developments
are linked to larger issues, in this case to
Persian Gulf security, the US role in
West Asia and Israel’s nuclear status and
Palestinian-Israeli relations.

The NPT finds itself in a crisis today. The
review conference, therefore, will need to
conduct a fair amount of soul-searching. It
needs to seriously consider changes, in
procedures and substantive issues, which
can address present-day challenges. The
indefinite extension of the NPT may
have been technically secured at the 1995
Review and Extension Conference, but its
practicality stands to test in 2005. It should
be interesting for India to watch if, and
how, the treaty reinvents itself.

The writer is with the Centre for Strategic and
International Studies.
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US wait-
role il; nu

Vo

DOUGLAS FRANTZ

Washington, Feb. 27: Nu-
clear warhead plans that Pak-
istani scientist Abdul Qadeer
Khan sold to Libya were more
complete and highly detailed
than previously disclosed, ra-
ising new concerns about the
cost of Washington's watch-
and-wait policy before Khan
and his global black market
were shut down last year.

Two Western nuclear we-
apons specialists who have ex-
amined the top-secret designs
say the hundreds of pages of
engineering drawings and
handwritten notes provide an
excellent starting point for
anyone trying to develop an ef-
fective atomic warhead.

“This involved the spread
of very sensitive nuclear kno-
wledge and it is the most serio-
us form of proliferation,” said
one of the specialists. Both de-
scribed the designs on condi-
tion that their names be with-
held because the plans are
classified.

The sale of the plans is par-
ticularly troubling to some in-
vestigators because the trans-
action occurred at least 18
months after US and British
intelligence agencies conclud-
ed that Khan was running an
international nuclear smug-
gling ring and identified Libya
as a suspected customer, ac-
cording to US officials and a
British government assess-
ment.

Interviews with current
and former government offi-
cials and intelligence agents
and outside experts in Wash-
ington, Europe and West Asia
reveal a lengthy pattern of
watching and waiting when it
came to Khan and his illicit
network.

v

A.Q. Khan: Onalongrope

The trail dated back more
than 20 years as Khan went fr-
om a secretive procurer of tec-
hnology for Pakistan’s atomic
weapons programme, which
he headed, to history’s biggest
independent seller of nuclear
weapons equipment and ex-
pertise.

For most of those years,
Khan’s primary customers
were Iran and North Korea.

Despite knowing at least
the broad outlines of Khan'’s
activities, American intelli-
gence ag-ncies regularly ob-
jected to shutting down his op-
erations and policymakers in

-watch
kes

Washington repeatedly subor-
dinated stopping him to other
strategic goals, according to
current and former officials.

Some officials said the int-
elligence was too limited to act
on even as the picture of the
threat posed by Khan’s opera-
tion got clearer and bigger in
2000 and 2001.

Other officials said the CIA
and National Security Agency,
which  eavesdropped on
Khan’s communications, were
so addicted to gathering infor-
mation and so worried about
compromising their electron-
ic sources that they rebuffed
efforts to roll up Khan’s opera-
tion for years.

“We could have stopped the
Khan network, as we knew it,
at anytime,” said Robert Ein-
horn, a top counter-prolifera-
tion official at the state depart-
ment from 1991 to August 2001./
“The debate was, do you stop it
now or do you watch it and un-
derstand it better so that you
are in a stronger position to
pull it up by the roots later?
The case for waiting pre-
vailed.”

LOSANGELES TIMES-WASHINGTON
POST NEWS SERVICE

—
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RTH KOREAS abrupt an-
| \ | nouncement that it has manu-
factured nuclear weapons “for
self-defence” and is suspending parti-
cipation in disarmament talks under-
scores the dangers posed by its nucle-
ar potential and seriously dims pros-
pects that it will ever be eliminated.

Pyongyang’s assertive new stance
does not, in itself, change the facts on
the ground. The USA has assumed
for some time that N Korea has a nu-
clear arsenal of roughly eight plutoni-
um-based weapons, and it is known
to have production capacity for
roughly one weapon per year. In ad-
dition, Washington believes N Korea
has a programme for enriching ura-
nium, the second material that can be
used for nuclear weapons. The status
of that programme, which received
extensive assistance from the nuclear
smuggling network led by Pakistani
nuclear scientist AQ Khan, remains
uncertain, but it could eventually
enable Pyongyang to add several
weapons annually to its stockpile.

In September 2004, N Korea ann-
ounced at the United Nations that it
had transformed material for nuclear
weapons “into arms,” but the Bush
administration treated the announ-
cement as less than definitive. Since
the US elections, Washington has
pressed N Korea to restart the “Six-
Party Talks,” which also include Chi-
na, Japan, Russia and South Korea.
The talks are aimed at persuading
Pyongyang to cede its nuclear weap-
ons and production capabilities in
return for US diplomatic recognition,
substantial foreign aid and assistance
to its energy sector. The talks,
launched in 2002, have been dead-
locked over the sequence for imple-
menting the bargain, the USA dem-
anding that N Korea first eliminate
its nuclear capability before receiving
any benefits, and the North insisting
on a step-by-step process, with bene-
fits accruing at an early stage.

N Korea’s announcement appears

Rise of a new axis? “.»n.

Washington may have cause to worry about a Pyongyang-

Teheran nuclear alliance, writes LE

to end prospects for a
negotiated elimination of
its nuclear potential, al-
though the USA and its §
North-east Asian partners
will undoubtedly keep the
door  open.  Even
Pyongyang has stated it is
“suspending” its partici-
pation in the talks, rather
than withdrawing perma-
nently from them.

N Korea’s new belliger-
ence comes at a moment
when another develop-
ment had greatly height-
ened US concern over that country’s
nuclear potential: evidence that N
Korea was the most likely supplier of
uranium hexafluoride for Libya’s
now renounced nuclear weapons
programme. The transfer, attempted
18 months ago, was interdicted
through a US-led multinational
effort, known as the Proliferation
Security Initiative.

Libya had planned to improve the
uranium to weapons-usable, highly
enriched uranium in a gas-centrifuge
uranium enrichment plant. At first,
because the AQ Khan network had
supplied equipment for the enrich-
ment plant, it was assumed that the
uranium hexafluoride had been pro-
duced in Pakistan and smuggled to
Libya.

But, based on extensive technical
analysis, the new US assessment that
the uranium originated in N Korea,
proved more credible. Importantly, it
provides the first publicly disclosed
evidence that Pyongyang has become
a player in the secret nuclear supply
market. The development adds fur-
ther urgency to efforts to constrain N
Korea’s nuclear capabilities because
if Libya was its nuclear customer yes-
terday, Iran — already buying N Ko-

o -

BROTHERS IN AMS’? Kim Jong Il and Mcohd Khatami

rean intermediate-range missiles —
may be its nuclear customer today, or
could become one tomorrow. And if
N Korea continues to enlarge its own
nuclear arsenal, it may have much
more to sell, including weapons-
ready uranium or plutonium - or
nuclear weapons themselves. Now
that Khan and his network have been
shut down, N Korea is likely emerg-
ing as the rogue supplier of choice.
In Teheran, meanwhile, another
nuclear negotiation, with consider-
ably more promise than the Six-Party
Talks, is under way. This bargain is
being brokered by France, Germany,
and the UK, with US engagement
behind the scenes. In late 2002, it
became known that Iran had pursued
a clandestine uranium enrichment
programme for over a decade. Again
with the help of the Khan network,
Iran developed the ability to manu-
facture ennchment centrifuges; set
up a pilot enrichment plant; and was
building an industrial-scale enrich-
ment facility. Because Iran is a party
to the nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty, all of this work should have
been disclosed to the International
Atomic Energy Agency and placed
under IAEA inspection to ensure it

ONARD S SPECTOR

was not used for nuclear arms.
| (A uranium hexafluoride plant,

| initially assisted by China, was

declared to the agency.)
Although the IAEA detected
traces of highly enriched urani-
um on some of the Iranian cen-
trifuge equipment, it remains
unclear whether Iran has in fact
crossed this critical threshold.
Iran claimed the equipment
was contaminated with highly
enriched uranium produced by
its previous owner, Pakistan,
although Iran has not specifi-
cally acknowledged the
Pakistani connection,

Iran argues that it is building its
enrichment capability to supply low-
enriched fuel for future nuclear po-
wer plants. But the evidence doesn’t
add up: Iran currently has only a sin-
gle power reactor under construc-
tion, the Russian-supplied Bushehr
reactor, and the contract specifies
that Russia will supply all the low-
enriched fuel needed for that reactor.
Given the secret history of the Ira-
nian enrichment programme and its
unconvincing justification, virtually
all observers perceive the effort as a
transparent bid to develop an Iranian
nuclear weapon capability.

The deal being negotiated with
France, Germany and the UK would
require Iran to freeze these activities,
as well as those at a second set of
facilities that appear designed to pro-
duce plutonium, an alternative mate-
rial for nuclear weapons. The IAEA
would monitor all relevant sites to
ensure Iranian compliance. In return,
Europe would lift trade restrictions,
Iran would gain access to currently
prohibited high-technology, and,
possibly, the West would assist Iran
with a truncated nuclear power pro-
gramme that would not include facil-

v/

ities for enriching uranium or sepa-
rating plutonium. Teheran’s missiles
- capable of reaching Israel — would-
n't be included, nor would the chem-
ical weapons the USA believes Iran
retains.

The USA is uncomfortable with
the nuclear deal. Its fundamental
concern is Iran will cheat and build
new enrichment facilities at secret
sites, notwithstanding the relatively
robust IAEA inspections prescribed
under the deal. Indeed, last month,
Iran appeared to be protecting some
nuclear-weapons related activities
from IAEA scrutiny, restricting its
access to portions of a site where Iran
is allegedly developing the triggering
components for nuclear arms.

As the JAEA monitors Iran’s
known nuclear facilities, the most
effective way for Teheran to build a
new clandestine enrichment capabili-
ty would be with assistance from
abroad. If the uranium hexafluoride
sale to Libya is any indication, N
Korea stands ready to help. Teheran,
whose enrichment programme is well
advanced, may have technical know-
how to trade to N Korea as part of
the bargain. The two states are
thought to have collaborated on
intermediate-range  missiles: N
Korea - having accepted a voluntary
moratorium on missile launches —
most likely supplied the missiles and
a production capability in exchange
for Iranian missile test data.

With the end of Libyan and Iraqi
nuclear programmes, the “Axis of Ev-
il” is not what it once was —but a N
Korea-Iran nuclear axis seems all too
likely. Now that N Korea has declar-
ed itself nuclear power and rejected
negotiations to eliminate this capa-
bility, thwarting such connections will
be more difficult than ever.

Reprinted with permission from
YaleGlobal Online, (http:/lyaleglo
balyale.edu) a publication of the Yale
Center for the Study of Globalization.
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US rejects direct |
N. Korea ta}{& ;

Washington, Feb. 11
(Reuters): The US today reject-
ed North Korea’s demands for
direct talks over its nuclear
weapons programme and in-
sisted on six-party negotia-
tions.

“There’s plenty of oppor-
tunities for North Korea to
speak directly with us in the
context of the six-party talks,”
said White House spokesman
Scott McClellan.

North Korea said for the
first time yesterday that it pos-
sessed nuclear weapons and a
North Korean diplomat at the
UN in New York said: “If the
US wants to talk to us directly,
it can be seen as a sign of a
change in the US hostile policy
toward North Korea.”

McClellan insisted Presi-
dent George W. Bush will stick
to the negotiating format in
which the US, China, South
Korea, Japan and Russia nego-

—

THE TELEGRAPH

tiate with North Korea. The
six parties have held three
rounds of talks since August
2003 and the process has
stalled.

“All of North Korea’s
neighbours in the region
recognise that this is a region-
al problem and it requires a
multilateral approach for re-
solving it,” McClellan said.
“We believe the six-party
talks, like North Korea’s
neighbours, are the way to re-
solve the situation.”

He said that as secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice said
yesterday: “North Korea
should have no reason to be-

e that any nation wants to
ack them, that there’s a pro-

pbsal on the table that pro-
vifles the way forward for
Ndrth Korea to eliminate its
nuclear programme.”

China, South Korea and
Germany joined the US and
elsewhere for Pyongyangtore-
turn to the table. In the firing
line is South Korea, under con-
stant threat from a neighbour
that keeps 70 per cent of its 1.2-
million-strong army along a
border that passes just 65 km
north of the capital, Seoul.

South Korean officials said
talks were the only solution to
end the north's isolation.

{ 2 FEB 2005
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NORTH KOREA DECLARES ITSELF THE WORLD’\é I\E/IGHTH NUCLEAR STATE

WHAT NEXT? NORTH KOREAN LEADER KIM JONG-IL. — AFP (Another report on page 2)

M’S KOREA G

Wl

China Daily andY
Shimbun/ANN |

BEIJING/SEOUL/TOKYO,
Feb. 10. — Communist dicta-
tor Kim Jong II’s North Korea
today declared itself the eighth
nuclear-weapon power in the
world. Pyongyang rejected
moves to restart disarmament
talks any time soon, saying it
needs the weapons as protec-
tion against “an increasingly
hostile USA”.

Pyongyang’s nuke claim, if
true, makes North Korea the
world’s  eighth  declared-
nuclear-weapon state after the
five permanent members of the
UN Security Council, India
and Pakistan.

“We have manufactured
nukes for self-defence to cope
with the Bush administration’s
ever more undisguised policy
to isolate and stifle (the
North),” the North Korean
foreign ministry said in a state-
ment carried by the Korean
Central News Agency.

Today’s statement marked
the first time North Korea had
officially declared it is armed
with nuclear weapons. For
years, Pyongyang had hinted at
its possession of nuclear arms
by saying it had a “nuclear
deterrent”.

N

¢/
REACTIONS

m Condoleezza Rice: The world
has given them a way out and
we hope that they will take that
way out.

® South Korea: We will never
tolerate North Korea possess-
ing nuclear weapons.

® Russia: The move can only
cause regret.

B Koizumi: It would be better
if we resumed talks soon.

The statement also indicated
the North’s determination to
continue its nuclear pro-
gramme by saying that it would
implement steps to build more
silos for nuclear weapons.

Faced with North Korea’s
declared refusal to return to
the six-way talks, the USA may
urge other nations to bring the
dispute over Pyongyang’s
nuclear ambition before the
UN Security Council.

The latest announcement
may also arouse greater calls
among the Japanese for econo-
mic sanctions on North Korea
as people have been strongly
antagonised by the Stalinist
state’s unbending attitude.

In Tokyo, Prime Minister Mr
Junichiro Koizumi tonight
urged North Korea to retract
its announcement. He also said
that Japan and other countries
should try to convince North
Korea that scrapping its
nuclear programme would earn
it more rewards from the inter-
national community than main-
taining its nuclear ambitions.

However, keeping up its bel-
ligerent attitude, North Korea
said it had no intention to
rejoin talks to defuse the crisis
any time soon. “We had want-
ed the six-party talks but we are
compelled to suspend our par-
ticipation in the talks for an
indefinite period till we have
recognised that there is justifi-
cation for us to attend the
talks,” the North said. .

North Korea said it made the
decision because “the USA dis-
closed its attempt to topple the
political system (in North
Korea) at any cost,” threaten-
ing it “with a nuclear stick.”

Such a comment has widely
been interpreted as North
Korea’s negotiating tactic to get
more economic and diplomatic
concessions from Washington
before joining any crucial talks
to break the stalemate in the
Korean peninsula.

(With inputs from agencies)

ALLISTIC

Teheran
teaser

TEHERAN,
Feb. 10.:—
Iranian : Pre-
sident
Mohammad
Khatami
§ said today
that Iran
won’t scrap
its nuclear programme, which
the USA suspects as a plan to
produce the bomb. He war-
ned that any invader would be
met by.a “burning hell” as
tens of thousands of people
braved snow blizzards to join
rallies for the anniversary of
the 1979 Islamic revolution.

“All the people of Iran are
united against any attack and
any threats,” Mr Khatami
told a rally in the snow-
bound capital. As the clerical
regime marked the 26th
anniversary of the  revolu-
tion, Iranians were urged to
turn out en masse and give a
show. of unity in the face of
mounting international pres-
sure over its nuclear pro-
gramme. — AFP

The man & his madness

HE little that is known about
Kim Jong-Il, North Korea’s
leader, conjures up a

caricature of a diminutive playboy,
a comic picture at odds with his

. brutal regime. Diplomats and

escaped dissidents talk of a vain,
paranoid, cognac-guzzling
hypochondriac.

He is said to. wear platform shoes

and favour a bouffant hairstyle in
order to appear taller than his 5-
foot 3 inches. But analysts are
undecided whether his
eccentricities mask the cunning
mind of a master manipulator or
betray an irrational madman.

Kim may well encourage the myth-
making surrounding him precisely
in order to keep the Western world

guessing. North Korea has little to
bargain with, and ignorance
breeds fear.

As head of North Korea’s special
forces for much of the °70s and
'80s, he has been linked by
defectors to international terrorist
activities, including the 1986
bombing of a Korean Airlines jet in
which 115 people died. He follows

international events on the Net
and some see him as a clever
manipulator, willing to take great
risks to underpin his regime.
According to North Korean
records, his birth was marked by a
double rainbow and a bright star in
the sky.

(Written on the basis of

internet dataj
~ -
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