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US delays
Nepal arms

<£’/

Kathmandu, June 28: Visit-
ing US principal deputy assis-
tant secretary for South
Asian affairs Donald A.
Camp today said the Bush ad-
ministration will insist on
restoration of democracy as
a pre-condmon for resuming
arms supplies to the Royal
Nepalese Army (RNA).

Speaking at the end of a
three-day official visit to
Nepal, Camp said the US was
monitoring the situation in
Nepal very closely.

“The entire world will
find the return to a pre-1990
Nepal unacceptable. The
king and the legitimate polit-
ical forces will have to unite
to deal with the Maoist insur-
gency successfully,” he said.

Camp added that the US
would continue to provide
non-lethal aid to the RNA as
it felt the Maoists were the
most immediate threat to a
peaceful, - prosperous and
democratic Nepal.

Howeves, -ghe. Ug.would
hold back the next consign-
ment of M-16 rifles till King
Gyanendra restored civil lib-
erties and multi-party
democracy in the kingdom.

-“The US recognises the
difficulties the army faces in
countering the insurgents.
The US military assistance
aims to make the Royal
Nepalese Army professional
and includes training in
rules of engagement, investi-
gating alleged human rights
abuses and battlefield med-

ical skills.” (\' p\

As for the Maoists, Camp
said that they should realise
they cannot win an armed
struggle. “We call upon them
to cease their systematic tar-
geting of the Nepalese peo-
ple, including schoolchildren
and civilians, declare a
ceasefire, lay down arms and
come to peaceful negotia-
tions”, he said.

The American official
said the Bush administration
was being guided by inputs
from New Delhi to structure
its Nepal policy. However, he
expressed concern over re-
ports that the Maoists were
meeting leaders from Indian
political parties.

Camp also reiterated the
US stand that King Gyanen-
dra’s February 1 takeover
was a big step backward for
democracy. He hoped that po-
litical parties would continue
to cooperate with each othet
and force the King to restore
democracy.

Donald A. Camp
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'Deuba cleared of graft charges

Panel wanted to defame anti-royal politicians: ex-Premier

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s powerful
royal appointed anti-corruption
commission on Monday cleared
the former Prime Minister, Sher
Bahadur Deuba, and six of his
former Cabinet Ministers of ille-
gally distributing Rs. 3.8 mil-
lions of state funds to party
workers.

Mr. Deuba, sacked by King
Gyanendra when he seized pow-
er earlier this year, would con-
tinue to remain in detention on
charges of irregularity in award-
ing the Melamchi Drinking Wa-
ter Project contract funded by
the Asian Development Bank.

“Deuba and six other Minis-
ters who were charged with dis-
tributing money from the Prime
Minister’s Fund during the Da-
sain festival last year has been
given clean chit by the Royal
Commission for Corruption
Contol,” said the Commission
spokesman Prem Raj Karki.

The Commission said though
irregularities had been found in
distributing the funds, the Prime
Minister could not be convicted
of corruption as he had the right
to distribute the money.

The six Ministers who were
acquitted of charges of misusing
the Prime Minister’s Fund are
Jog Meher Shrestha, Purnha Ba-
hadur Khadka, Mochamad Moha-
sin, Badri Mandal, Yuvraj
Gyawali and Homnath Dahal.
The commission released them
on condition that they would ap-
pear before it whenever re-
quired.

Mr. Deuba, who has refused to
cooperate with the Commission
terming it as illegal and uncon-
stitutional, told reporters after
the verdict that “the Commis-
sion’s action was directed at de-
faming the political leaders who
oppose the February 1 royal
take-over.”

A former Minister, Prakash
Man Singh, is also in police cus-
tody in the drinking water con-
tract embezzlement case. The

EMERGES CLEAN: The former Nepalese Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba, addresses
the media in Kathmandu on Monday. - PHOTO: AFP

commission was set up by the
King soon after he assumed ab-
solute powers on February 1.

Students freed

Communist rebels have freed
90 high school students who
were seized from their class-
rooms last week for indoctrina-
tion, officials said on Monday.

The students, who were kid-
napped on Wednesday, were re-
leased over the weekend and
have returned to their homes in
Paudiamrai village, about 300
km west of Katmandu.

None had been harmed by the
rebels and all were in good
health, said an official.

Earlier, authorities said they

JHE oY

were alarmed because the stu-
dents had been missing for five
days, which was unusual be-
cause the rebels typically hold
such abductees only for two or
three days.

About 90 ninth- and 10th-
grade students from Nepal Ras-
triya High School, were abduct-
ed, the military said. — PTI, AP



~~ Maoist rebels

free 90 abducted
students in Nepal
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Kathmandu: Communist
rebels have freed 90 high
school students who were
seized from their class-
rooms lasi week for indoc-
trination, officials said on
Monday.
The students, who were
kidnapped on Wednesday,
were released
- over

the weekend and have ve-
turned to their homes in
Paudiamrai village, about
300 km west of Kathmandu.
None had been harmed by
the rebels and all were in
good health, said Durga
Pokhrel, the chief adminis-
trative officer of Gulmi dis-
trict. Other details were not
immediately available.
Earlier, authorities said
they were alarmed because
the students had been miss-

Americans
face ‘threat’

Kathmandu: The US
has renewed a warning
to Americans to avoid
travelling to Nepal. In a
warning posted on its
website over the week-
end, the US state de-
partment urged its cit-

. izens to defer non-es-
& sential travel to Nepal.
“The embassy has
received information
that the Maoists (rebels)
may attempt to attack ox
take actions
specifically against US
citizens as part of
that contingency,

?  particularly in regions

of the country under
Maoist control,” the
travel warning said.

1 The warning adds
cancern about threats to
tourists. ap :

ing for five days.

Authorities sounded an
alarm as it is unusual for
the rebels to hold such ab-
ductees for more than two
or three days. Rebels abduct
students to teach them
about their nine-year revo-
lution, aimed at replacing
the government with a com-
munist regime.

Paudiamrai village is

mostly controlled by Maaist
insurgents. ap
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Nep Opp tov% cott King's polls

KATHMAND June 18. — Nepal’ ngll as any othergefect n to be

major opposition parties today reit-
erated that they would boycott the
municipal elections called by King
Gyanendra even as the Maoist insur-
gents said they would be organising
their own polls in their strongholds
from Sunday.

An alliance of seven major parties
that had captured over 90 percent of
the parliamentary seats in the last
elections said they would boycott the
municipal polls the King has
promised to hold by next April as

announced by the monarch.

“We have decided to boycott any
polls held by the regime headed by
King Gyanendra since they will be
anti-democratic,” said Dr Minendra
Rizal, spokesman of one of the coali-
tion partners, the Nepali Congress
(Democratic) party.

“We are also asking the Maoists to
sink their differences, renounce vio-
lence and join our anti-king mass
movement,” Rizal said.

Sudeshna Sarkar
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VG (“” ‘;,}o Drat"t Bt utanese Constitution An Ideal Document

is Majesty the Druk
Gyalpo is the head of state
and-the “symbol of unity of
kingdom and, of the people
Bhutan”. The Chhoe-sid-nyi
(dual system of religion and
politics) of Bhutan shall be “uni-
fied in the person of the Druk
Gyalpo” who, as a Buddhist,
shall be the upholder of the dual
system{ Only a legitimate de-
scendent of His Majesty Druk
Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuk (the
first Wangchuk King between
(1907-26) can become the King.

In the exercise of his royal pre-
rogatives, the King may award
Jtitles and decorations in accor-
dance with traditions and cus-
toms, grant citizenship, amnesty
and - command Bills and other
measures in Parliament. He
would appoint various officials,
including the Chief Justices and
Justices of the Supreme Court
and the High Court, the Chief
Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners
and the Auditor-General.

~ Friendly ties

The Druk Gyalpo may pro-
mote goodwill and good relati-
ons with other countries by re-
ceiving state guests and underta-
king state visits to other coun-
tries. The King shall protect and
uphold “this Constitution in the
best interest and welfare of the
people of Bhutan”,

The Druk Gyalpo, though, will
himself have ‘to abdicate the
throne for wilful violations of the
Constitution or for being perma-
nent sub]ect to mental disability
on a motion passed by a joint
session of the Kingdom’s blca-
meral Parliament. ,

The executive power of the
-state shall be vested in the
Lhengye Zhungtshog (Cabinet),
which shall consist of the Prime
Minister and other ministers..
Interestingly, the number of
ministers shall be determined by
the number of ministries requi-
red to provide efficient and good
governance and, significantly;
ministries shall not be created
for the purpose of appointing
ministers. The Cabinet shall be
responsible to the Druk Gyalpo
and Parliament. The Prime Mi-
nister shall be an elected mem-
ber of the National Assembly
and natural born Bhutanesé citi-
zen. He will keep the Druk Gyal-
po informed from time to time
about the affairs of the state, in-
cluding international affairs, and

By PARMANAND

shall submit such information
and files as called by the King.
Significantly, no person shall
hold office as Prime Minister for
more than two terms.

The Druk Gyalpo shall be an
integral part of Parliament
which now will be bicameral —

consisting of the National Coun-
cil (the upper house) and the
National Assembly (the lower
house). Interestingly, both the
houses shall be directly elected
by the people, even if the Upper
House contains five royal nomi-
nees. The total strength of the
National Council shall be 25.

Apart from the five royal nomi-

nees, it will have 20 other mem-
bers — each dzongkha (district)
electing one member. Impot-
tantly, National Council mem-
bers shall not belong to any poli-
tical party. On the other hand,
the National Assembly (not hav-
ing more than 75 members) shall
be elected on the party basis.
Bhutan will, thus, for the first
time legitimise the existence of
political parties even on the
constitutional plane.

Age limit

Both houses shall have a dura-
tion of five years. The National
Assembly, though, can be dissol-
ved earlier also. No one can con-
test elections after attaining the
age of 65.

1t is not for nothing that the

famous political scientist and
practitioner, Herold J Laski,
said that a state is known by the
rights it gives to citizens. The
draft Bhutanese Constitution
provides several rights to its citi-
zens and they include the right
to life, liberty and security of

person. They will not be dep-
rived of such rights except in ac-
cordance with the due prqcess of
law. Bhutanese citizens will en-
joy the right to freedom of spee-
ch, opinion and expression. They
will have the right of freedom of
thought, conscience and reli-
gion.

No person, on the other hand,
will be compelled to belong to
another faith by means of coer-
cion and indicement. Funda-
mental rights will also include
freedom of the press, radio and
television and other forms of
electronic dissemination and in-
formation. Importantly, Bhuta-
nese will enjoy the right to infor-
mation. Not less significantly, a
person shall not be subjected to
arbitrary arrest and detention.

The Bhutanese state, indeed,
has genuinely institutionalised
the fundamental rights by giving
to citizens the right to initiate
appropriate proceedings in the
Supreme Court or High Court
against the state for the en-
forcement of the conferred
rights.

Fundamental rights have been

sought to be accompanied by
fundamental duties. Every per-
son shall have the duty and res-
ponsibility to respect and abide
by the provisions of this Consti-
tution. Bhutanese citizens will be
expected to preserve, protect
and defend the sovereignty, inte-
grity, security and unity of Bhu-
tan and render national service.
when called upon to do so. Pre-
serving, protecting and respec-
ting the culture and heritage of
the nation will alsp be among the
fundamental duties of Bhuta-
nese citizens. Payment of taxes
in accordance with the law will
be another significant duty of
the Bhutanese citizen.

Special facets

The Constitution-makers had
been conscious of special facets
of Bhutan’s social life. The cons-
titution draft attaches a special
place to religion in the kingdom,
but also stresses that religious
institutions and personalities
“shall remain above politics”.
The constitution-makers have
obviously learnt from the ongo-
ing events on religious front in

- Sri Lanka (a predominantly

Buddhist state in South Asia).
The office of the Je Khenpo
(Dharma Raja or Sangha Raja)
has been kept intact.

On the cultural plane, the
state, under the draft constitu-
tion, pledges itself to endeavour
to protect and promote the cul-
tural heritage of the kingdom,
including monuments, places
and objects of artistic and histo-
rical interest. Besides, the Royal
Government of Bhutan shall en-
sure a safe and healthy environ-
ment. The Royal Government
has, significantly, also to ensurc
that a minimum of 60 per cent of
Bhutan’s total land “shall be
maintained under forest cover

" for all time”.

The Constitution's draft, as of
now, appears to be an ideal do-
cument. Of course, it will be-
come effective after being ap-
proved by the people — the like-
lihood of which is bright — in a
national referendum. But it will
be really known when its provi-
sions are put to proper test. For
all that, one has to wait and

watch. But the constitution-ma-

kers under the leadership of
King Jigme Singye Wangchuk
have made great strides in mak-
ing Bhutan’s politics democra-
tically institutionalised.
(Concluded)



Journalists in
Nepal not to
relenton ¥
dem\ocracym u

KATHMANDg\SJournalists de-
manding press freedom in Nepal
held a protest demonstration for
the second day on Tuesday even
as the royal government re-
leased 50 mediapersons arrested
on Monday for holding arally.

An hour after 50 journalists
arrested on Monday were freed,
over 250 scribes demonstrated
in front of the Chief District Ad-
ministrator’s Office here de-
nouncing the Government’s
intervention in their peaceful
demonstrations and demanding
end to media restrictions.

Attacking the anti-media pol-
icy, Federation of Nepalese
Journalists (FNJ) General Sec-
retary Mahendra Bista vowed to
continue their struggle till full
democracyis restored.

In a show of solidarity, profes-
sors, lawyers, human rights ac-
tivists, doctors and labourers
joined the demonstration. FNJ
President Bishnu Nishthuri said
after hisrelease that the journal-
ists would soon start the next
phase of agitation to restore
press freedom.

The Save Independent Radio
Movement (SIRM) has turned
down the Government’s offer for
dialogue, saying the talk offer
was “not genuine” and was a
“conspiracy” to foil their agita-
tion.

E.U.s call for talks

Eight security personnel and
six rebels died in clashes even as
the European Union condemned
the use of “violence for political
ends” and called for re-estab-
lishing the dialogue process.

Army sources said eight secu-
rity personnel and six Maoist re-
bels were killed in a clash at
Ghartichhap village in Kavrepa-
lanchowk district, 75 km east of
here, on Monday. — PTI
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2 Nepal rebels kill %by\/

J.HEMANTH ( ,O) relatives, including an m} t\ onthe onarchy ee of the
of securlty personnel in\ victims have been identified
Kathmandu, June 14: Sus- Nepal, opening another ruth- \ as the wives of Armed Police
pected Maoists have killed six  less flank in the guerrilla war ~ Force (APF) personnel. A one-
year-old baby is also among
those killed..

i The APF is entrusted with

anti-insurgency operations.

The six were abducted last
night in western Nepal and
their bodies were found in a
forest today.

The news of the carnage
coincided with an announce-
ment by the Royal Nepalese
Army (RNA) that it has not re-
ceived any form of military
aid from India after suspen-
sion of the assistance in the
wake of the royal coup in Feb-
ruary.

Army spokesman
Brigadier General Dipak Gu-
rung said the RNA had not re-
ceived any military supplies
from India over the last four
months. He was responding to
questions on reports that sug-
gested India has decided tore-
sume military supplies that
were already in the pipeline.

Gurung said the RNA had
recently received “non-lethal”
military assistance from the
US. The US government was
also helping in providing
“human rights” training to
the RNA officials.

Gurung said that the RNA
would initiate action against
commanders under whose or-
ders soldiers have been found
to travel in public vehicles
with arms. The announce-
ment came in the wake of two
Maoist attacks on passenger
buses. As many as 39 people
died in one of the incidents.
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Kathmandu: Nepal’s royal govern-
ment has allowed cable news chan-
nels from India to resume services
here, five months after they were or-
dered to stop, officials and news re-
ports said on Sunday.

King Gyanendra seized absolute
power on February 1 and subse-
quently barred cable operators from
offering Indian news
channels.

The restriction was
one of several imposed
on the media since the
royal takeover.

Criticism of the
king, the government
or security forces has
been banned, along
with any independent
reporting on Nepal’s
communist insurgency.
Journalists must get
all information on se-
curity issues from the
army or police.

Private radio sta-
tions may not air news
programmes.

The cabinet decided
last week to let cable
operators resume of-
fering Indian news channels, the
Kantipur newspaper said on Sunday.

Information ministry officials con-
firmed that the ban had been lifted
starting Saturday.

Indian officials requested the re-
sumption when Gyanendra met with
Indian prime minister Manmohan

i

1 e

Journalists hold dead mobile phones to protest
restrictions placed on the media in Kathmandu

~ Nepal lifts ban on
an cableTV

Singh in Indonesia in April, the
newspaper said.

No official reason was given for the
Indian news ban, but Nepalese offi-
cials had accused Indian channels of
exaggerating reports.

India was one of the first countries
to condemn the king’s takeover and
the jailing of politicians.

S5,

Other international news chan-
nels, including CNN, BBC and
Japan’s NHK, were not banned.

India suspended military aid to
Nepal after the takeover, but recently
announced it would ease the suspen-
sion after a state of enﬁzgncy was
lifted in Apr11 Agencies
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“Breaking news on Nepal’s

Kathmandu: Gagged
Nepalese journalists
seem to have found
new ways to break
free. In an innovative
protest as part of their
struggle against King
Gyanendra’s  crack-
down on free media,
the journalists on Fri-
day launched ‘Street
FM Radio’ in many
parts of the Hi-
malayan  Kingdom,

streets
Ao

f Nepalese
Journalists, who or-
ganised the stir. Prior
to this, some 250
scribes held a rally
carrying placards
reading “restore dem-
ocratic rights”, “lift
ban on FM radios to
broadcast news”,
“scrap restrictive
press laws” and “guar-
antee right to infor-
mation”. Similar

street FM radios and
rallies were held in
various places like
Birgunj, Nepalgunj,
Biratnagar, Dhankuta and Pokhara. Sources
said the Federation of Nepalese Journalists was
planning to continue with the Street FM in
Kathmandu.

Meanwhile, advocate Dinesh Tripathy has
filed a writ petition in the supreme court chal-
lenging the government’s prohibitory orders
posed on us after'the February 1 takeover,” said banning political rallies, sit-ins and mass meet-
Mahendra Bista, general secretary of the Fed- ings in various parts of the capital. e

O O PO OO ST OO T O O OR TSR OTRO R ORPTOPPP /

“broadcasting” politi-
cal news using loud-
speakers.

Listeners crowded
around the popular anchors at Nayabaneshwor
here as they “aired” updates on political and
current affairs and conducted interviews on the
streets challenging the government’s anti-me-
dia policies. “We will continue our struggle un-
til the government guarantees complete press
freedom and withdraws all the restrictions im-

Journalists rally to demand press freedom in
Kathmandu on Friday. Gagged scribes have
launched Street FM Radio to disseminate news




Dozens of j

Media groups condemn crackdown “police brutali

KATHMANDU: Police arrested 53
journalists on Wednesday as
they protested press restrictions
in this Himalayan kingdom.

The journalists, carrying ban-
ners and calling for press free-
dom, were arrested after they
tried to march into the streets
near the royal palace complex.

A scuffle broke out as the jour-
nalists tried to break through a
line of police who were blocking
them from leaving an exhibition
centre, where they had been pro-
testing.

Many of the streets near the
palace complex and the main
government offices in other
parts of Kathmandu have be-
come restricted areas since King
Gyanendra seized absolute pow-
er Feb. 1 in Nepal. Demonstra-
tions are not allowed in the
restricted areas.

Media groups demanded the
immediate release of all the
journalists arrested. “We con-
demn police brutality and gov-
ernment restriction on our
freedom,” said Balram Baniya of
the Federation of Nepalese
Journalists, an umbrella body of
the media rights groups in Ne-
pal.

Mr. Baniya, who was among
those arrested, said police
dragged and injured some of the
journalists before they were put
into vans. A police official at the
scene said they had orders not to
allow any protests in the re-
stricted area.

Biggest arrest

It was the biggest arrest of
journalists since the royal gov-
ernment imposed restrictions
on the media following the
King’s power grab. The federa-
tion has been protesting to pres-
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YEARNING FOR FREEDOM: Journalists raise anti-government slogans while trying to break a police cordon in
Kathmandu on Wednesday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

sure the Government to restore
press freedoms and end harass-
ment and arrests by security
forces, but this was the first con-
frontation with the police.
Criticism of the King, the
Government and security forces
has been banned, along with any

THE HiNDU

independent reporting on the
insurgency.

Dozens of reporters have been
arrested since the King took
power.

Order overturned
Nepal’'s Supreme Court has

overturned a government order
to close a media centre in Kath-
mandu that supplies radio pro-
gramming to  community
stations, the centre said on
Wednesday.

The court found that the or-
der served on the Communica-

tion Corner by the Ministry fc
Information and Communicatior
was illegal, the centre’s chairmai
Montessori Rajbhandari, told AF1

The closure order was part of a
ongoing media crackdown follow
ing the King’s power grab. — Al
AFP
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Maoists abduct
1000 students,

teachéls in Nepal

| PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KATHMANDU, JUNE 9

ARMED groups of
Maoists abducted some 1,000
students and teachers from dif-
ferent schools in western
Nepal for forceful indoctrina-
tion of rebel ideology, state-run
media reported on Thursday.

Maoists abducted students
mainly from class 9 and 10 and
two teachers from each school
in Jajarkot district, The Rising
Nepal daily said. Maoists ab-
ducted 150 students and two
teachers from Shankar Sec-
ondary School at Bahun
Thana of Jajarkot district on
Wednesday, the daily said
quoting a teacher of the school.

The daily also reported
that the south-eastern district
of Chitwan has been en-
veloped by grief four days after
the landmine blast triggered
by Maoists killed 40 and
wounded dozens in abus.

Amnesty International’s
Nepal Chapter has asked the
Maoists to probe the landmine
blast and make publicthe full re-
port of its internal investigation
as well as action taken against
the culprits, the daily said.

Hundreds queued up to
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Nepal puts troops on
high alert following
wave of attacks

R KATHMANDU: Nepal has
putits troops on a nation-
wide high-alert following two
aftacks by Maoists on sol-
diers and civilians this week,
that killed over 50 people, of-
ficials said on Thursday. The
attacks have prompted the
Army and police to boost se-
curity at both government
and civilian installations, the
officials said on condition of
anonymity.

Recent attacks on civilians
could indicate that the
Maoist rebels have broad-
ened their targets from mili-
tary installations to civilians.
However, rebel leader
Prachanda said in a state-
mentthat Monday'sbus
bombing was a mistake and
that Army troops were the
intended target. —AP

cremate dead bodies at Reu
Khola, the mass graveyard of
victims of Monday’s landmine
blast in Chitwan, the Kath-
mandu FPost reported.
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Hand of Maoists suspected
in Nepal bus explosion - 7=

‘wOmen, children among victims; operation on to nab perpetrators

MADI (NEPAL): At least 53 persons
~were killed and 72 wounded in
south-western Nepal when a
powerful bomb ripped on Mon-
day through a crowded passen-
ger bus in one of the bloodiest
attacks on civilians by suspected
Maoist rebels since their revolt
began nine years ago.

An army officer told AFP the
bus was torn apart by the force of
the blast and that the passengers
were badly mutilated by shrap-
nel as well as by shards of metal
and glass from the bus.

“(The bus) rose into the air ...
quite high and came down and
split into two,” the officer said,
quoting witnesses.

State radio and officials gave
the death toll as 53 but warned it
could rise.

The radio report, quoting po-
lice superintendent Surendra
Bahadur Shah, said that 16 seri-
ously injured persons had been
transferred to hospitals in Kath-
mandu for treatment.

Mr. Shah said the attack was
the work of “terrorists”, a word
| which the police and military in
. Nepal use to describe Maoist re-
| bels.

Officials said many of the vic-
tims were women and children,

FACE OF VIOLENCE: The wreckage of a passenger bus
after a landmine exploded under it at Kalyanpur, 180
km southwest of Kathmandu on Monday. - PHOTO: AFP

and that three military person-
nel on their way home for vaca-
tion were among the dead.

The blast occurred at Madi
village in the Maoist-controlled
district of Chitwan, about 180
km southwest of Kathmandu,
early on Monday morning.

The military has cordoned off
the scene so that medics and
family members could search for
items that could prove helpful in

identifying some of the victims,
officials said.

Search operations for the cul-
prits were also under way
throughout the district, they
said.

Witnesses at the scene of the
blast said the explosion left a
hole in the dirt road five-feet
across. The charred and twisted
bus had been pulled into a near-
by field.
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An army officer in Chitwan
district, who declined to be
named, said that a home-made
bomb planted in the road was
used by the suspected rebels to
blow up the bus.

“As the bus came near, the im-
provised explosive device was
set off by remote control,” he
said.

“The bodies of the dead were
badly mutilated or blown to
pieces by the explosion,” anoth-
er officer told AFP.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility from the
Maoists, who have been fighting
to install a communist republic
in Nepal since 1996. The insur-
gency has already claimed more
than 11,000 lives.

The rebels are generally not
known for launching indiscrimi-
nate bombings of civilian tar-
gets, although they have been
accused by human rights groups
of the torture and murder of vil-
lagers they believe to be collab-
orating with the armed forces.

The Maoists have stepped up
their campaign through road
blockades and attacks on troops
since King Gyanendra sacked
the coalition Government, im-

posed emergency. — AFP /
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Nepal journalists plan fresh” 1

agitation against crackdown
A AN L AR L
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" KATHMANDU: Nepalese journal-
ists on Thursday announced a
fresh  two-week  agitation
against the Royal Government’s
continuous crackdown on free
media following the assumption
of absolute power by King Gya-
nendra on February one.

The Federation of Nepalese
Journalists (FNJ) is “forced” to
launch a fresh agitation pro-
gramme to end Government’s
crackdown on media, restore
press freedom and reactivate
the 1990 democratic constitu-
tion, the FNJ said in a state-
ment.

It has asked the Government
to stop “suppressing and harass-
ing” journalists, end economic
blockade on press and withdraw
restrictive press laws.

The FNJ and all its branch
offices and associate offices
throughout the country will
continue to display black flags
and organise interaction pro-
gramme on the theme “Democ-
racy and Press Freedom”. They
will also organise nationwide
protest rallies on June 5 as part

i of the agitation, said FNJ Gen-

eral Secretary Mahendra Bista.

Meanwhile, journalists dis-
patched a parcel containing a
copy of the Constitution of Ne-
pal and an old radio set to Com-
munication and Information
Minister Tanka Dhakal as a
symbol of protest to the Govern-
ment’s anti-radio policies.

The radio journalists have
been staging demonstrations in
major areas in the country al-
most daily to oppose the Gov-
ernment’s anti-media policies. FIGHT FOR RIGHTS: Student activists of Nepal
Theprotestis beingorganisedat - Communist Party (United Marxist Leninist), protest
the initiative of the Save the In- against King Gyanendra in Kathmandu on Thursday.

%iielgf‘r,gmiﬁﬁ? bl;/lnc;:/:? %’& The protesters had themselves blindfolded and chained,

radios since February1. — PTI  Symbolising the current situation in Nepal. - PHOTO: AP
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Kathmandu, May 31: A self-
less king risks his crown to
save his people from anarchy;
a band of opportunists com-
bine to thwart his plans.

That, according to Bolly-
wood actor Manisha Koirala,
is how the script has unfolded
in her country over the past

four months.: - -

‘ A week after her father
was expelled from the Nepali
Congress for supporting the
royal takeover, the film star
has lambasted the political
parties for opposing King Gya-
nendra, saying he alone can
restore peace and stability in
the country.

Inan interview to the state-
owned news agency Rashtriya
Samachar Samiti, Manisha
has described her father
Prakash Koirala as a “strong
nationalist” and the “cleanest
leader” among the current
politicians, claiming he was
targeted for dissent.

“It is unfortunate that
those who preach democracy
cannot tolerate anybody who
differs with them,” she said in
the interview, which was
front-paged today by the royal
government’s mouthpiece
daily, Rising Nepal.

The interview takes on the
dimensions of a family drama
with the actor pointing fin-
gers at her great-uncle and for-
mer Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala, head of the
Nepali Congress, which is
spearheading the all-party
anti-monarch agitation.

In the interview, done over
email, Manisha claims King
Gyanendra’s February 1
“royal coup” was intended to
stop anarchy.

“We have all seen how the
situation had deteriorated af-
ter the royal massacre (the pa-
lace carnage four years ago).
Some vested interests groups
have created doubts and were
trying to cash (in) on it. Qur
beloved and respected king
had to take the step to stop an-

Manisha with Gyanendra in Kathmandu in 2003

archy,” she said, adding that
the king was a paragon of self-
lessness who put the monar-
chy at stake to stop the coun-
try from falling apart.

The political parties, she
alleged, were to blame for Nep-
al’s misfortunes. “In the name
of fighting for people’s rights,
the political parties are actual-
ly fighting to be in power.”

“If they are genuinely in-
terested in people’s welfare,
they should jointly launch a
movement against the Ma-

oists in the affected villages.”

She cited how most politi-
cians own huge properties,
fancy cars and bank accounts
in Nepal and abroad.

Asfor the Maoist insurgen-
cy, the film star felt it could be
solved either through dialog-
ue or army action. “The Ma-
oists should give up violence
and fight elections,” she said.

Manisha said she would be
happy to act in Nepali feature
films. She was waiting for the
right offer to come along.

g1 JUN 2005 T
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Nepal frees 18 political detenus

i/\ ’

Seven -party alliance plans Kathmandu meetmg to press for civil hbertles

KATHMANDU Nepal’s royal Govern-
#nent on Thursday released 18 po-
Jitical prisoners, including Nepali
fLongress general secretary Shush-
Jl Koirala and former Parliament
member of Nepali Congress Basu-
dev Bhatta, who had been de-
tained since the February 1 power
grab by King Gyanendra. Eight
persons including Mr. Koirala
were released from prison in
Banke district, according to Home
Ministry . spokesman Gopendra
Bahadur Pandey.

Five political prisoners were re-
leased from Dadeldhura district,
four from Saptari district and one
from Kanchanpur district, Mr.

Pandey said. The release came a '

day ahead of a protest meeting of
the seven-party alliance sched-
uled to take place on Friday in the
capital.

Languishing in jails
Nepali Congress President Giri-

jaPrasad Koirala and other promi- //

nent political leaders will address
the public meeting to be held at
Nayabaneshwor in Kathmandu as
part of the seven-party agitation

aimed at restoring democracy and

civil liberties. Former Deputy
Prime Minister and Nepali Con-
gress leader Ramchandra Poudyal
and hundreds of other political de-
tenus are still languishing in dif-
ferentjails across the country. The
Government last month extended
their detention order by another
three months despite their dete-
riorating health conditions.

Hundreds held

Hundreds of people were ar-
rested after King Gyanendra
sacked the elected Government,
seized control of the country and
imposed a state of emergency on

27 MY

BANNER OF PROTEST: Activists of the Nepal Student Union raise anti-Government slogans in the streets of Kathmandu
on Thursday, demanding the restoration of democracy in the country. ~ PHOTO: REUTERS

February 1. The King ordered the
arrest of hundreds of politicians
and activists in the weeks that fol-
lowed. Although many of the po-
litical detenus were released after
the emergency was lifted last

2009

h.u,

month, several key politicians re-
main in jail. The constitutional
monarch has come under increas-
ing international pressure to re-
lease them as a first step toward
restoring democracy in this Hima-

layan kingdom. The United States
has repeatedly asked Nepal’s Gov-
ernment to reconcile with politi-
cal parties. Fighting between
communist rebels and Nepalese
troops has claimed more than

11,500 lives. The rebels, who claim
to be inspired by Chinese revolu-
tionary Mao Zedong, have fought
since 1996 to replace Nepal’s con-
stitutional monarchy with a com-
munist state. — AP
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/ 'NEPAL OPPOSITION LAM\ICHES ANTI-KING AGITATION

Party pumshes Man

KATHMANDU, May 22,

— Manisha Koirala’s
father Mr Prakash Koirala
hit the headlines in Nepal
today as seven Opposition
parties flagged off a new
“peaceful” war against
King Gyanendra. Mr
Prakash Koirala, nephew
of four-time former
Premier Mr Girija Prasad
Koirala, was suspended
from the Nepali Congress
party for a year for his
‘statements supporting the
king’s takeover of power
on 1 February.

Ironically, the party
announced Mr Koirala’s
suspension the same day it
along with six parliamen-
tary parties started a
peaceful mass movement

aimed at the revival of par-
liament and. forcing the
king to hand over power to
parliamentary parties. ~ *

Besides the Nepali Con-
gress, that has been led by
the Koirala family for
years, the other parties in
the Opposition front are
the Nepali Congress (De-
mocratic) of Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba, Commu-
nist Party of Nepal-Uni-
fied Marxist Leninist, Peo-
ple’s Fromt Nepal, Nepal
Workers and Peasants
Party, Nepal Sadbhavana
Party (Anandi Devi), and
United Left Front.

The current mass agita-
tion aims to repeat the suc-
cess of 1990 when a pro-
democracy movement led
by the political parties
resulted in the clipping of
royal powers and limiting

2%
the king to a constltutlonal
monarch. Mr Koirala’s
father Bishweshwor Prasad
Koirala was at the forefront
of the pro-democracy
movement, Though he was
the elected Prime Minister,
in a move similar to the sit-
uation in February, the
then King Mahendra, the
present king’s father, sack-
ed his government and
imprisoned Bishweshwor
Prasad Kbirala.

However, the late lea-

der’s son, though a mem-
ber of his father’s party,
lacked the charisma of his
elders and was never an
important leader. Also
ironically, both he and his
actress daughter have been
publicly expressing their
support for King Gyanen-
dra at a time the Nepali
Congress has been agitat-
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ing agamst the mong{ch
Today’s peaceful protest
in Kathmandu, though

.watched by a large contin-

gency of armed pefice per-
sonnel, was not cut short
by the authorities, For the
first time since the royal
coup, an Opposition rally
took place without any of
the leaders being arrested.

This is being regarded as
due to the intense interna-
tional pressure on the king

“to allow the political parties

to function and to seek a
rapprochement with them.
Nearly 2,000 people
waving party flags gath-
ered in the narrow market
place, chanting slogans for
the restoration of parlia-
ment and democracy.

Another report |
on page 5
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Activists of Nepal's major political parties demonstrate against King Gyanendra in Kathmandu on Sunday.

Nepal parties rally for democracy

KESHAV Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 22

NEPAL ON Sunday witnessed its
biggest pro-democracy rally
since the February 1 royal coup
as hundreds of activists of seven
mainstream parties took to the
streets to press for the return of
state powers to the people by
King Gyanendra.

The demonstration marked
the beginning of the parties’
joint agitation for an end to the
king’s direct rule. Keeping in
mind their pledge for a non-vio-
lent stir, democracy supporters
confined their march to the old

city where political pro-
grammes are not banned. A
huge number of police and
army personnel ringed the ar-
eas all through the day.

Those who took part in the ral-
ly belonged to the Nepali Con-
gress (NC), the Nepali Congress
(Democratic), the Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (UML), the Nepal Sadb-
havana Party (Anandidevi), the
United Left Front, the Jan Mor-
cha and the Nepal Mazdoor
Kisan Party (the last two are rad-
ical Left parties).

As the rally snaked through
narrow lanes dotted with an-

cient temples and shops, the
demonstrators shouted, “ Down
with autocratic rule” “ Restore
democracy and human rights,”
and “ King, return power to peo-
ple.” Some of the demonstrators
turned hysteric and chanted
anti-king slogans as people
cheered them on.

Impressed by the heavy
turnout, a UML member of the
deposed Deuba government said:
“This shows how strongly the
Nepalese people oppose the Feb-
ruary 1 takeover.” He claimed
that similar demonstrations
were also held in other major
towns. Leading a large group of

TME

vociferous demonstrators, Man-
hari Shrestha, a leader of the
NC-run Nepal Students’ Union,
added: “We will defeat the ene-
mies of democracy soon.”

NC expels founder’s son: The
NC on Sunday expelled for a year
central committee member and
ex-MP Prakash Koirala, father of
Bollywood star Manisha, for sup-
porting the February 1 coup.
Prakash is the eldest son of the
Jate BP Koirala, Nepal’s first
elected Prime Minister and a
founder of the NC. Lately, the
state-run media has been high-
lighting Prakash’s support for
the king. B

.
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Nepal

India,
{0 tas

KATHMANDU, May 21.
Nepal’s government has rapped
the Indian and British ambas-
sadors on the knuckles for show-
ing “excessive interest in Nepal’s
internal matters”. The develop-
ment came on the same day that
Nepal’s army expressed its dis-
pleasurc with the Indian govern-
ment by making public an audio
tape purportedly of a Maoist
leader’s statement that New Delhi
had invited him to hold talks.

. Indian envoy Mr Shiv Shankar
Mukherjee had sought a meeting
with Nepal’s foreign secretary Mr
Madhu Raman Acharya yesterday
to sound him on Kathmandu’s
position vis-a-vis India’s effort to
get permanent membership to the
UNSC. The meeting, however,
turned into the Nepalese side con-
veying its displeasure at India’s
“cxcessive interest” in Nepal’s
internal matters.

Mr Mukherjee: Under fire

Kathmandu was annoyed by
the Indian foreign ministry’s
statcraent welcoming the united
stand by Opposition parties on
drawing a road map for Nepal’s
return fo democracy. The Nepal
government has alleged that New
Delhi was supporting the parties

takes

vy
V’

-~
s
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Media muzzled qﬁyg -

KATHMANDU, May 21. — Des-
pite the lifting of emergency, the
Nepal government has enforced
strict laws aimed at curbing )
media freedom, prohibiting any
news that causes “hatred or dis-
respect” against King Gyanendra
and his family members. The new
Ordinance, passed by the Cabi-
net on Wednesday, also bans
publishing items that “promote or
help terrorism and destructive ~
activities” and prohibits broad-
casting news-based programmes
by private FM radio stations. PTI

that have announced a united agi-
tation against King Gyanendra.
Meanwhile, Nepal was report-

.edly unhappy with the EU be-

cause of the bloc’s support for the
unity among Opposition parties. It
was because of this that the Nepal
government made its displeasure
known to British ambassador Mr
Keith George Bleomfield since
Britain currently holds the EU’s
chairmanship.

Musharraf backs King

Giving a tacit backing to King
Gyanendra’s assumption of ab-
solute power, General Pervez
Musharraf has said the mo-
narch’s action should be seen in
the light of failure of the previous
governments to contain the
Maoist’ “menace”, PTI adds from
Islamabad. The Pakistani Pre-
sident said he has good relations
with. the King and declined to
comment on how Nepal should
handle the situation arising out of
the Maoist insurgency.

THE STA TESMAN
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Bar on “anti-royal” slogans

KATHMANDU: Nepal's Government q

on Saturday warned it would not
tolerate  anti-royal slogan-
shouting or unruly behaviour as
the kingdom’s seven main politi-
cal parties geared up for demon-
strations on Sunday against
King Gyanendra’s seizure of
power earlier this year.

“Nobody should resort to ac-
tivities like shouting objection-
able slogans, damaging private
and public property, causing ob-
struction to the traffic,” the Gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Under the laws, statements
causing “hatred or disrespect
against His Majesty and mem-
bers of the royal family” are for-
bidden.

'u‘ U

meg’s F ruary 1 deci-
sion to sack the elected govern-
ment has drawn widespread
condemnation both at home and
abroad, with sporadic protests
erupting in the kingdom before
being quickly put down by secu—
rity forces. U A

The Govern ent arned it
“would be compelled to take ac-
tion .. and initiate security
steps” if the parties disobeyed
the order without specifying
what action it would take. The
king said he was forced to fire the
Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur
Deuba, and his government to
end an increasingly bloody
Maoist revolt in the impover-
ished kingdom. — AFP
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Deuba: Commission

hears graft charges,

GOPALSHARMA .

KATHMANDU, MAY 17,,C"
LI

APOWERFUL anti-graft
body in Nepal heard on Tues-
day charges of corruption
against former prime minister
Sher Bahadur Deubawhowas
sacked from office by King
Gyanendra more than three
months ago.

The Royal Commission for
Corruption Control, set up by
the monarch, detained Deuba
last month and charged himand
a cabinet colleague of embez-
zling $5.3 millionstate fundsina
drinking water project.

W'

N
Prosecutors have also ac-
cused Deuba and six former
cabinet ministers of distribut-
ing $54,000 from the prime
minister’s relief fund to party
supporters during the festival
of Dasain last October.

Deuba was not present
when the charges were read,
but an official said he would
getachance to defend himself.
If found guilty, Deuba could
be sentenced to up to 13 years
injail, legal experts said.

“He will get a full chance to
reply and seek legal assistance,”
said Prem Raj Karki, Commis-
sionspokesman.  —Reufers
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12 injured, 18 arr

¢

ested as students

defy prohibitory order in Nepal "

Demonstration demandmg King Gyanendra to restore democracy

KATHMANDU: At least 18 Nepalese
students were arrested and a
dozen injured when police broke
their demonstrations protesting
the army shooting at a college
and demanding King Gyanendra
to restore democracy.

Police intervened when the
All Nepal National Free Stu-
dents Union (ANNFSU) took out
anti-King demonstrations at
Ratnapark in Kathmandu, the
area declared prohibited by the

Royal government.
As soon as some 500 students
raised  anti-King  slogans

marched in the restricted area,
police indiscriminately baton-
charged them, injuring at least a
dozen students, five seriously,
said ANNFSU President Khim-
lal Bhattarai.

The ANNFSU central mem-
bers Ananda K.C. and Gokul
Gharti and women’s wing chief
Rame Ale were seriously injured
in the police action, according to
student sources.

The students were protesting
against the army firing at a col-
lege in far west Nepal, seizure of
ANNFSU Office by the security
personnel, reactionary educa-
tion policy of the Government
and to oppose King Gyanendra’s
takeover of February 1.

All major student organisa-
tions expressed solidarity with
the seven parties’ demand for
restoration of democracy and
end to authoritarian rule, Mr.
Bhattarai said. — PTI

Delegation absent

UNI reports from Islamabad:
Absence of the Nepali Parlia-
mentarians Delegation at a

A BLOW FOR DEMOCRACY: Riot police detain a student activist during a demonstration
against King Gyanendra in Kathmandu on Sunday. - PHOTO: AP

South Asian meet here aimed at
fostering regional cooperation
robbed the sheen off the week-
long conference.

The 10-member delegation to
the South Asian Parliamentary
Forum cancelled its participa-
tion after one of its constituents
— United Peoples’ Front-Nepal
MP Navaraj Subedi — was ar-
rested near Kathmandu’s Trib-
huvan International Airport on
Saturday.

The remaining delegation-
members decided not to attend
the conference, organised by the
South Asian Free Media Associ-
ation (SAFMA), in order that

their protest at “the highhand-
edness” of the Government was
highlighted at the international
forum.

At the Inaugural Conference
on Sunday, SAFMA-Nepal
Chapter president Gopal Thapa-
liya read out a message from
Delegation Leader Jhalanath
Khanal, a Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxists-Leni-
nists) MP and former Minister,
urging that “the undemocratic
and unconstitutional actions of
the present ruling regime in Ne-
pal” be exposed and pressure
built upon King Gyanendra to
restore Parliamentary Democ-
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racy in the Hindu kingdom.

Described as “a major step”
towards imparting an identity to
South Asia, the conference has
brought together nearly 100
MPs from India, Pakistan, Sri

Lanka and Bangladesh to pon-
der over issues like Establish-
ment of South Asian Parliament,
South Asian Vision, Economic
Cooperation, Cooperative Secu-
rity, Conflict Resolution Mecha-
nism, Human Rights Issues in
the Region, Inter-State Water
Issues, Energy-Related Matters
and Evolution of South Asian
Fraternity.



s Nepal ‘1
. \ ‘ N
" protests
SR
Kathmandt\i,\ivmy 13 (PTI):
Nepal’s political parties
protesting the royal takeover
today announced a fresh agita-
tion programme beginning
Sunday to restore democracy
inthe Himalayan kingdom but
rejected an offer from the
Maoists for a joint alliance to
challenge the king’s rule.
“Our movement for
restoration of complete
democracy will be peaceful
one and there is no possibility
of having an alliance with the
Maoists unless they denounce
violent means,” Communist
Party of Nepal (UML) spokes-
person Pradip Nepal said.
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. Uniting politically ¢
.+ against the King -

epal’s political parties have taken a big step thﬁ{
could mark a breakthrough in the fight for the
restoration of democracy. The seven political
parties that have arrived at an understanding for
a “common agreement and commitment” include the three
biggest in the country, namely, the two factions of the Nepali
Congress, one led by Girija Prasad Koirala and the other by
Sher Bahadur Deuba, and the Communist Party of Nepal
(United Marxist-Leninist). Their primary demand is the
reinstatement of the Parliament dissolved in 2002. That
single act of the King set in motion a chain of events that
culminated in the February 1 reactionary coup. This saw him
seize executive power, shelve the hard-won 1990 Constitu-
tion that prescribes no more than a symbolic role for him,
and shut out elected politicians. It is a well-established
axiom in modern Nepali politics that the King can only rule
by dividing; when the various mass-based political parties
unite on the question of democracy, an absolute monarchy
becomes untenable. In 2004, a five party-alliance against the
King, with assistance from the Maoists, was able to paralyse
the functioning of the puppet royalist government with a
six-month-long agitation. Just when the alliance seemed
poised for success, it unravelled because the parties were
unsure about how to proceed.

Sensibly, the new seven-party alliance has worked out a
road map that should ensure a single-minded focus on the
restoration of parliamentary democracy and related free-
doms. Last time, the King made the offer of a multi-party
government to end the agitation and the leaders squabbled
over the prime ministership. Mr. Deuba eventually formed
the government only to see it dismissed within a year. The
new alliance aims to form a multi-party government and
hold elections after restoring the dissolved Parliament. It
has also expressed willingness to explore the possibility of a
Constituent Assembly election, a key Maoist demand. Is this
the beginning of a broad-based political realisation that
absolute monarchy represents a greater threat to democracy
than the Maoists? King Gyanendra has shown himself to be
viciously autocratic as well as thoroughly undependable. He
has gone back on various promises, particularly the one that
he would restore the Constitution. Nepal seems headed for
the bad old days of monarchical rule through the agency of a
‘panchayati raj’ system; Mr. Deuba and other key political
leaders continue to be under arrest; and the movement of
pro-democracy activists remains severely restricted. It is
condemnable that under the circumstances, the United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government has decided to resume arms
supplies to the Royal Nepali Army. It has done this against
well-considered and principled advice from the Foreign
Office. New Delhi must correct this damaging policy urgent-
ly and come out firmly on the side of the forces of democracy
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100 days \/\
after the
royal coup
in Nepal «”

(

KESHAV Pradhan ' Qé «r]\
Kathmandu, May 11 W

ON WEDNESDAY, the 100th day
since the royal coup on February
1, Nepal’s King Gyanendra met
the US assistant secretary of
state for South Asian affairs,
Christina Rocca, in his capital.
Incidentally, he had earlier asked
Washington for as many days to
initiate steps toward restoration
of democracy in the kingdom.

After her talks with the
monarch, Rocca described the
April 29 withdrawal of emer-
gency rule as a “good first step.”

But she made it clear that
Washington would not immedi-
ately resume military assis-
tance to Nepal. She said: “It’s
under review. We are concerned
about the democratic situation,
civil liberties and release of
prisoners.” .

Asked if the coordinated ap-
proach of India, Britain and the
US on Nepal is still relevant after
New Delhi’s decision to resume
military aid to Kathmandu, Roc-
ca quipped: “Each country has
its own perspective.”

Rocca stressed the need for
reconciliation between the
palace and constitutional par-
ties. She remarked: “They must
pull together to face the Maoist
threat.” She insisted that the
Maoist crisis be solved “politi-
cally.” She met a number of top
mainline . politicians. Nepali
Congress (Democratic) acting
chief Gopalman Shrestha, who
met Rocca, remarked: “We will
talk to the king if he restores civ-
il liberties and frees all political
prisoners, including Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba.”

Maoist chief Pushpakamal
Dahal made a fresh offer to help
seven mainline parties in their
fight against the king’s direct
rule. He appreciated their de-
mand for a constituent assembly;,
which was hitherto raised by
mainly his party.

The mood among monarchists
was one of triumph and jubila-
tion. They celebrated the day
with fanfare. Rallies, prayers,
sports and cultural programmes
were held across Nepal.

State-run media described the
softening of the international
community as a “diplomatic tri-
umph” achieved by the king dur-

ing his recent visits to Indonesi
and China. /
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MAOIST OFFENSIVE LEAVES 36 DEAD

Fresh violence

erupts in Ne

KATHMANDU, May 10.
-— At least 36 people,
including four security-
men, were killed when
Maoists attacked security

forces in eastern Siraha s

district near the Indian
border, army. officers said
today. The attacks, which
began yesterday and con-
tinued till this morning,
were the first major offen-
sive by the insurgents since
emergency was lifted in
Nepal last month.

The attacks came even as
the US Assistant Secretary
of State for South Asian

- Affairs, Ms Christina Roc-
ca, conveyed Washington’s
concern at the “brutal”
Maoist insurgency and a
senior official from the UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights set up office
in Kathmandu to monitor
human rights violations.

The rebels tried to
storm a unified command
base — comprising army,
armed police and Ccivil
police — at Bandipur,
considering it a soft target.
As a diversion, they also
simultaneously attacked
two more unified com-
mand bases at Choharwa

and Bhiman as well as the

police post at Mirchaiya.
Hundreds of rebels
blocked a highway con-
necting eastern Nepal with
the west to prevent troop
reinforcements and
attacked around 10 a.m.
yesterday, continuing the
offensive till about 5-a.m.
today. By that time, the
army had rushed in Tein-
forcements and night
vision helicopters and
started a counter attack,
pursuing the fleeing guer-
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yal

Gyanendra s 100 days
of despotic rule

KATHMANDU, May 10.
— One hundred days afier
seizing absolute power,
King Gyanendra is show-
ing few signs he is prepar-
ing to restore democratic
rule, and critics fear the
Himalayan nation is slid-
ing toward dictatorship.

The king insists his 1
February takeover was
temporary, to help quell
the festering communist
rebellion, and that multi-
party democracy would
eventually be restored.

On 30 April, Gyanendra
lifted a state of emergency
he had imposed, but critics
say he is making only token
gestures toward democracy
to ease international pres-
sure and placate political
parties at home.

“There are indications
that the king is moving
toward dictatorship,” said
former Prime Minister Mr
Girija Prasad Koirala.

The Royal Nepalese
Army’s successes in recent
clashes with anti-monar-
chy insurgents in the coun-
tryside have strengthened
the monarch’s grip on
power. Since Gyanendra
seized power, he has ap-
pointed a council of minis-
ters to govern the country.
Curbs on basic rights,
including press censor-
ship, remain in force and
more than 200 protesters
remain in jail. — AP

rillas. While security
forces lost four men — a
soldier and three police-
men, the outlaws lost 26 of
their cadre in Bandipur,
including three women,
the army headquarters
said. Five more rebels
were killed in Mirchaiya
and one in Choharwa.
Meanwhile, the US
Secretary who arrived in
Kathmandu on a three-
day visit today said: “The
Maoists have made clear
their intention to impose a
one-party ‘people’s repub-
lic’, collectivise agricul-
ture, ‘reeducate’ so-called
class enemies, and export

The

thair revolution to neigh-
bouring states.” Ms Rocca
added: “We feel that such
a regime would almost
certainly threaten stability
in the region. Much if not
all of the progress that the
USA and others have
helped Nepal accomplish
in terms of both develop-
ment and democratisation
would be negated.”

She, however, said the
events of 1 February were a
“serious setback” to Wash-
ington’s desire to see Nepal
as a “peaceful, prosperous
and democratic country
where civil and human
rights are protected”.
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Maoists kill|

KESHAV Pradhan o o wwl

LY

Kathmandu,May9 .’ N S

EVEN AS King Gyanendra remained engaged in
diplomatic activities, Maoists on Monday
gunned down one of his representatives as-
signed to monitor the functioning of the govern-
ment as well as political parties.

Coordinator of Chitwan district monitoring
committee Bhagwan Das Shrestha was shot
dead at Narayanghat, 160 km southeast of here.
No one has so far claimed responsibility for the
killing. In a significant.development, the king
had a 30-minute meeting on Monday with Indian
ambassador to Nepal Shiv Shankar Mukherjee,
who returned from New Delhi on Saturday.
Diplomatic sources described this as indication
of a possible rapprochement between New Delhi
and Kathmandu.

On April 29, the monarch had publicly praised
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh for his “
statesmanship.” India reciprocated it by wel-
coming his decision to withdraw the emergency
even though he was yet to fully lift curbs on civ-
il liberties.

Rocca arrives

As pressure mounted on King Gyanendra for
restoration of full democracy, US assistant sec-
retary of state for South Asia Christina Roccaon
Monday began a 3-day visit to the Kingdom, the
first by a top American official since his Febru-
ary 1 power grab.

Rocca’s visit comes two days ahead of the ex-
piry of Washington’s 100-day deadline to the
king to restore democracy and human rights.
Rocca is also expected to meet King Gyanendra
and other senior Nepalese officials, including
vice-chairmen of council of ministers Kirtinid-
hi Bista and Tulasi Giri, foreign minister
Ramesh Nath Pandey.

With Nepal under the international spotlight,
issues such as the Himalayan Kingdom’s fight
against Maoist insurgency, peace and return to
democracy are expected to figure high in her de-
liberations with the officials.

10 MAY 200

ing’s aide

AFP

Christina Rocca addresses representatives of
the media in Kathmandu on Monday.

She will also meet top political leaders and
journalists, most of them critics of the King, to
hear their views,

Officials here believe that her visit is signifi-
cant and would help boost bilateral cooperation
between Washington and Kathmandu.

Rebels’ threat

Reports said the Maoist-run All-Nepal Trade
Union Federation (Revolutionary) had threat-
ened to close down Soaltee and Fishtail- two ho-
tels run by members of the royal family in
Kathmandu and Pokhara, respectively, for an in-
definite period from May 15.

The All-Nepal National Students’ Union (Rev-
olutionary) asked students across the country to
change the names of all educational institutions
named after members of the royal family from
May 24. Communist rebels accused two luxury
hotels in Nepal of exploiting their employees.

The Soaltee Hotel in Kathmandu and Fishtail
Lodge in the resort town of Pokhara have been
ordered to cease operations by May 15, the rebels
said in a statement.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



Democra

OURSPECIAL - -
CORRESPONDENT *

New Delhi, May 7: The demo-
cratic forces in Nepal appear
to be making the first tentative
moves to regain their lost
ground from the king as well
as the Maoist rebels.

In a joint statement issued
by representatives of six ma-
jor political parties in Delhi
today, a categorical appeal has
been made to the democratic
forces in Nepal to join the
struggle against King Gyanen-
dra’s autocratic rule and force
the monarch to take serious
steps to restore democracy.

But at the same time, the
party leaders have also criti-
cised the Maoists for continu-
ing to indulge in “violent ac-
tivities” against innocent
civilians and unarmed people
of Nepal. “We find such at-
tacks regrettable, disturbing
and shocking,” the leaders
said in their statement.

\L

However, they did not miss
the opportunity to make an a-
ppeal to the Maoists to stop th-
eir violent activities and join
in creating a “reliable and con-
ducive” atmosphere in which
democratic forces can unite
and launch their struggle aga-
inst the king and for res-
toration of democracy.

The joint statement gath-
ers special significance as it is
part of a move whereby demo-
cratic forces are trying to co-
me together setting aside their
differences to isolate the kKing.

A draft plan of action and
list of demands is already
doing the rounds among the
major political party leaders
in Nepal.

Once it is agreed upon, the
political parties may place it
before Gyanendra and de-
mand that he take steps to re-
instate Parliament and set up
a national government, which
can then start the process to
find a negotiated settlement

cy thrust

with the 01sts

The fact that the democrat-
ic forces are making serious
efforts to come together has
also encouraged sections in
the Indian establishment
which are against Delhi’s poli-
cy of trying to strengthen the
king’s hands to deal with the
situation in Nepal in face of
the threat from Maoist rebels.

Ban in air, take road

Nepali Times publisher and
journalist Kanak Mani Dixit
was stopped from boarding a
Colombo-bound plane at Kath-
mandu on Friday.

But he hopped into his Nis-
san and headed for the Indiar
border by road. Today, he tool
aflight to Colombo from Deth
Dixit was on his way to a cox
ference in the Lankan capital

“This incident is proc
that the lifting of emergenc
is only cosmetic as the basi
right to move around is bein
restricted,” Dixit said.
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N epal’s political parties draw
‘up a common min agenda

Kathmandu Nepal’s pohtlcal par-
ties, which are fighting to restore
full democracy in the kingdom, have
drawn up a common minimum
agenda which includes revival of
the parliament and resolving the
Maoist problem through dialogue.
“We have agreed on a common
agenda to move ahead with our
struggle for restoration of democra-
cy. The draft agenda, which also in-
cludes revival of the house, will be
published soon after the seven par-
ties meet and formally endorse it,”
said Pradip Nepal, spokesman of the

Nepal Communist Party- UMI:.7 ‘7

The house of representative has
been absent since May 2002, whan
former prime minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba recommended to dis-
solve it after he had serious differ-
ences with the Nepali Congress (NC)
president Girija Prasad Koirala,
that led to a split in the largest dem-
ocratic party Interestingly, the
Nepali Congress (Democratic), the
split-away party headed by Deuba,
on Thursday endorsed the idea of
backing the demand for a revival of
the house of representatives, the

concept Koirala has been advocating
since the beginning. “It is impossi-
ble to activate the 1990 constitution
in the absence of parliament,” the
party said in its statement.

The seven political parties includ-
ing NC, NC (Democratic), CPN-
UML, Nepal Sadbhavana Party (A),
United Left Front, People’s Front
Nepal and Nepal Workers and Peas-
ants Party, which held a series of
meetings, endorsed the idea of re-
viving the parliament to resolve the
present crisis, including the Maoist
problem, Pradip Nepal said. e

Mourners pay their last respects to Nepalese Hindu priest Narayan Prasad Pokharel in Kathmandu on Friday

Hindu priest killed by suspected Maoists

Kathmandu: Suspected Maoist rebels on Friday shot
dead a top Hindu priest and injured one of his aides in
western Nepal while he was delivering a religious lec-
ture.

Narayan Prasad Pokharel, chairman of the World
Hindu Federation — Nepal, was gunned down around
0630 hrs at his residence in Ram Nagar near'Butwal,
300 kms southwest of Kathmandu, while he was giving

a religious sermon, sources in the organisation said.
One of his associates was also wounded in the attack,
Prem Lashkary, secretary of the WHF International
committee said. His body will be airlifted to Kathman-
du for last rites, WHF sources stated. The organisation
issued a statement conidemning the killing of the top
Hindu priest, saying it was a “deplorable act”. It also
demanded an investigation into the incident. en
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~ Deuba charged

W ®

'

KATHMANDU, May 5.
~— Nepal’s powerful anti-
corruption body today
charged former Prime
Minister Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba with misappropria-
tion of government funds
while in office and
demanded from him a bail
amount of Nepali Rs 38.68
lakh (Rs 25 lakh), which
he refused to pay.

In another develop-
ment, Nepal’s government
freed a top student leader
and a former minister fol-
lowing orders from the
Supreme Court today, but
detained them minutes
after they left the police
station.

Meanwhile, a spokesman
of the Royal Commission
for Corruption Control
(RCCC) said: “The com-
mission has found out that
Mr Deuba had misappro-
priated the PM’s Relief
Fund while in office,”

w1th corruption

ol Rocca to visit Nepal

KATHMANDU, May 5. — US assistant secretary of state for
South Asian affairs Ms Christina Rocca is arriving here early
next week on a two-day visit, the US embassy spokesman
said. Ms Rocca will be meeting representatives of the new
government headed by King Gyanendra, as well as leaders of
Nepal's political parties. The announcement of the visit comes
after the US State Department said that while Washington
welcomed the lifting of the state of emergency in Nepal, “more

needs to be done”. — SNS

The commission also
asked for a bail amount of
NRs 38.68 lakh from him,
which is equivalent to the
money distributed from
the Prime Minister’s fund
to different people at the
recommendation of the
Cabinet last year, How-
ever, Mr Deuba refused to
pay the sum questioning
the constitutionality of the
commission.

The former Prime Minis-
ter was again taken back to
the police custody at the
Police Training Centre in
the capital after he refused
to pay the bail amount,

‘Meanwhile, student lea-

* The

der Mr Gagan Thapa, who
was arrested last month
after eluding police for
weeks, walked out of the
police station here before
police seized him and
drove away.

“I will protest this gov-
ernment action by fast-
ing,” Mr Thapa told
reporters as police hustled
him into a car.

Supreme Court
ruled that Mr Thapa and
former minister Mr Jaya
Prakash Guptawere being
held without reason. Mr
Gupta was also re-arrested |
immediately after bemgf
freed today. |

YR YRS

MSTATESMAN



*310Y Awapeoe 201jod
e 1 pley SBulag s1 eqnad IN
‘uonIUN} 03 INUHUOD PIOM
UOISSIIIWOS 9y} padunouue Jury
3yl ‘pULYOIM 3} ISAO DAY Sem
o Abuadrows ayy ysnoyy “ysed
oy ut suepuijod pue s[epIYo 4q
uondnuiod 2qoid 0) UOISSIUILIOD
ayy dn jos pey eipusuein) Fury
"Kouainsur
ISunutuod v ysnio o Suipey pue

UOLIUI)AP S BANI( uﬁoﬁo uow s Suny

1Je15 JO 11 pastooe oym ‘eipusuein)
Sury] Aq Alenugsq up payoes
seM JOWINISA0S seqnacy I
‘s[re3op Iay)ing oa1d
jou v:u 1 s1osaom Kpred o3 Kauow
a1els pajnguislp uonelsulwpe
sl jeys suonedoje  Juipnpout
sosep ojeredos om) uo Suiuon
-sonb 10} yoom 1aylour 10§ ploy
aq (M mqnagg N Suikes adoijou
v ﬁBmom _E:SU :o:a:ho@

IOy ‘uoISSHUWIO)) [eAOY Y]
A1uUnood ayy ut Aouod
-13Wo JO 2181S © Jo pud oy audsop
sanuendau feoueuy padaje 10}
BQna(] Inpeyeg I9yS IN JOISTUTA
Jwilg JISWIO] JO uOHUMNDP YL
popuaixa Aepoj sjepyjo asaedoN
— v AN ‘NANVWHIVA

fp . )\M 8804g POIEIOSEY

BanaC] npeyeg Jaus JN

Y
L%

X

05 MAY 280%



Nepal Maoists split
over India strategy "

.

“KESHAV Pradhan T
Kathmandu, May 4 i .

NEPAL'S UNDERGROUND
Maoist leadership has made pub-
lic differences within the party
over issues ranging from ideolo-
gy to India-centric military tac-
tics to the arrest of its leaders in
various Indian states. This is the
first such public admission by
the rebels since they started a
“people’s war” to turn the im-
poverished kingdom into a re-
public in 1996.

Documents released by Maoist
chairman Pushpakamal Dahal
and his deputy, Baburam Bhat-
tarai, confirm that the rift be-
tween them first arose over the
formulation of “strategic count-
er-aggression against enemies
both within and outside Nepal.”
Dahal also heads the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA).

To carry out counter-aggres-
sion, Dahal favours “centralisa-
tion of the leadership” of the
party, the PLA and the United
People’s Revolutionary Council
(UPRC). The UPRC is the rebels’
parallel government set up un-
der Bhatarrai’s leadership in
2001. Dahal heads both the party
and the PLA.

But Bhattarai is against con-
centration of power in the hands
of one individual. He wants peo-
ple’s increased vigil and control
over the party, the PLA and the
UPRC to make way for the dicta-
torship of the proletariat.

Pro-Left analysts say the
Maoists want to prepare for
counter-aggression to resist “di-
rect intervention by India.” To
support this argument, they re-
fer to the digging of tunnels in
many districts by Maoist fight-
ers last autumn and Dahal’s ear-

LEFT DIVIDE .
INNEPAL-1 °\

lier prediction that his party’s fi-
nal battle will be against the In-
dian army. The rebels regard In-
dia as an expansionist power.

The documents give clear
hints about the party already
taking disciplinary action
against Bhattarai and stripping
him of his responsibilities as a
politburo member and as the
head of the UPRC and the par-
ty’s central division. An ex-
planatory note issued by the par-
ty accuses Bhattarai of moving
towards helping “imperialists,
expansionists and feudal mili-
tary fascists.”

The arrest of about a dozen
senior leaders in India has also
added to the growing misunder-
standing between the two sides.

Reports say Dahal had a nar-
row escape when two politburo
members, Matrika Yadav and
Suresh Ale, were arrested in
New Delhi in February 2004.

Recently, the party has initiat-
ed a probe into the arrest of its
leaders in Siliguri, Patna and
New Delhi.

Bhattarai has asked the lead-
ership not to link the arrests to
internal ideological and organi-
sational differences.

To be continued



Nepal scribes press for freedom

Press Trust of India df 7/

KATHMANDU, May 3. —In a
massive show of strength, over
1,500 journalists from across
Nepal today marched through
the streets of the capital,
demanding immediate lifting of
Press censorship, release of their
detained colleagues and restora-
tion of democracy and civil liber-
ties.

Organised by the Federation of
Nepalese Journalists (FNJ) to
mark its Golden Jubilee and the
World Press Freedom Day, the

'* pak crackdown’

MABAD, May 3. — At least 40
Pakistani journalists were detained
and several injured as police
lathicharged two rallies organised by
scribes demanding wageboard
salaries in the capital and Lahore
today, the World Press Freedom Day.
The National Assembly has approved
a resolution ordering an inquiry into
the incident. — PTI

marchers carrying placards and
banners shouted slogans like
“End press cenorship”, “Restore
democratic rights”, “Guarantee

0.4 MLY 2005 THE STATESMAN

10umarst€ rights” and “Release
all detained journalists™.

They had a brief scuffle with
police before converging at the
Royal Nepal Academy hall here.

The FNJ said at least six jour-
nalists remained under detention
and more than 2,000 have lost
their jobs since the 1 February
royal takeover.

Former Prime Minister and
Nepali Congress president Mr
Girija Prasad Koirala, inaugrat-
ing the 21st National Convention
of the FNJ, told the gathcring:
“We can't 1magmc demnudw
without a free press. -

P V2



“wop3ury oY) ul
£2BID0WOP JO 9sNed 313 0}
110ddns s31 10J AJTUNUIUIOD
[BUOLIBUISUL 81} pasuey]
[edeN Suly{ oYl UYum
sy[e) Suraey jo Lrrqissod
Y3 MO pona oy . 'seniaed
/Yo Y3im sresodoad Ino
SSNOSIP 1M 9p -ojdoed
Y} 01 saemod [[e su.amniad
gurs] syl eyl ains ayew
1SN dpL,, ‘POppe OH
"200T UT PIATOSSIP Sem eyl
JusuwIeilled JO jusWole)s
-urel  pue  UOIINIIISUOD
mau B 3unjetp Aquesse
JUaNIIISU0D B JO uonewt
-10J 49BID0WLP [[N] :SONSST
J1seq JINn0J U0 SNo0j pinom
91838n1)s Jo punol 1xsu
oy} pres oH ‘(QUSWIUId
-A08 eqna pesodap mou

papuewap >_._=_N$« juanjisuoy
N

]

9} urol 03 psaade 11 usym)
mmpoos  sAjred  ano
JOo oadeiueape o0} Jury
YL ,, ‘Pasdalle oy . 'uon}
-eyi8e jutof e y3noayl AJuo
SIY} Op Ued o “BUIY 2y}
AQ AoeI00WAp JO UOTIB[OIA
juanbaig jo pury sty dois
0] pasu ap,, ‘pres [edanN
'S)STOR] pUnoas
-Iapun jJo onss1 Jofew
¥ U09q sAemie sey jeyl A1q
-WIBSSE JUanIIIsuod e J1oj
puewap a3 pasrea ‘TedaN
Jewny Aeypely Kaey
-aX09s [exsuad (IstuIueT]
ISTXIEN  papTuf)) [edsN
Jo  Aldeg  1STUNUWITUOD)
‘1s9..0e 95N0oY ABP-06 WOIJ
poaJ] sem ay Joe AVA V

7 Aew ‘npuewiyiey

" UOTTIW 8 $Y JO SSOT 4]

-1ep e 11 dursned sem uotsuad

-sns 3soUym ‘saatazas suoyd

a[IqowW PBAIARL PY] suomn
-ROTUNWWOO9[9], [RAdN

‘umouy

194 10U S1 SI9UOSTId [BOTIT]

-od Jo Jequinu 30eX9 ayJ, ‘1

A1enuagad 90Uuls SaJ1Usd uol)

-Us3)8P SNOTIeA Ul PO)eIadIed

-UT 36 SIAPeI] 9SaY [, AJqUas
-S€ JUSN}TISU0D ® 10 puewl
-p 9Yy3 sjroddns A[8uox;s
0S[e BAIBYDY ‘[eApnod o1
‘saryaed sNoTIeA WOLJ SISTALL
-0k pUR SI9PEa] JO S3I00S pue
BAIRYOY 1IBYJEN JoquIoml
PPIWUWOD Tenuad JN Jo
UoIIU81epP 3} SYIUOUI 9dJY}
AQ papualxe OS[E 9H "SYIUoUw

‘Aepuop uo puewiyiey} ul Ajjes
yaio} e ageis Alred isiunwuwog s jedapn wolj sisialoe jeollijod
SYiLn3y

redaN yim swres

X1§ Jayjoue Aq ‘[edpnod
BIpUBRY) WeY I8ISTUTIN
awirad Aindop-xe pue Japead|
ssaaguo) 1edsN 3uiire ayl
Jo jusuruosiadwi a3 pasduo]
-0ad oy ng -paaidxe sjued
-Iem UOTjualap Aep-06 J1oy)
a10J9q sanoy jo sidnoo e
‘BIYOA JTIWY J3GUIBW 0INng
-Jr10d pue tedsN sewny] Aey
-peIN Kaeleaoes [elsuss N
-1-NdD ‘eul[urewr jo ases|
-1 9] paJapro Uiy Yy,
‘s[euo1ssajold pue suerd
-1yfod ‘systanioe siysta uew
-ny ‘sisifeuwanof jo spaapuny
0} AI[Ioe] STY) petusp ing
‘dnoo [BAOI 9y} 9oUls AS][BA
npueuiyley ut paddeus ‘sadl
-AJ9S 9uoyd[{eo patolsaa oy
‘uel], "SI8YI0 GLT JO UOT)US)
-3p oY} popusixXs ng Suerd
-BIfod om) peayy 9y ‘1s1iq
Aepuojy pue Aepung uo
redsN Uitm asnow-pue-1ed
paderd VHANANVAD ONIM

O

(mh JWW Z Re ‘npuewiyiey
QU ueypesd AVHSIN

sAe[d eipuaueAn)

THE HIDUSTAN T'MFS

dlh

U3 Na ¢



s

WHILE WE memg Gyanendra’s
decision to lift the emergency in Nepal,
we are also aware that this does not nec-
essarily signify a change of the royal
heart. For one thing, the existing Con-
stjtution, which the king has not yet
djsowned, requires an emergency to be
ratified by Parliament after a period of
ree months. Since the king is in no
osition to recall Parliament, nor over-
hrow the Constitution, his hand was in
a sense forced by circumstances. But
though the king has ostensibly acted in
response to domestic and international
pressure calling for the speedy restora-
tion of democracy, few around the world
have accepted his view that the emer-
gency was an essential, if bitter, medi-
cine to check the deteriorating law and
order situation in the country Most ob-
servers believe that suspending civil
rights and cracking down on the main-
stream political forces was not the best

03 May 2005

¢ Royal failure

M A g
way to fight the Maoist rebellion. X\

The emergency’s imposition and its
relatively swift withdrawal have made
little difference to the fight against the
Maoists. If anything, the reported split in
the rebel ranks means more trouble for
the king as the breakaway factions could
join forces with political parties in a new
bid to weaken the monarchy. The royal
proclamation ending the emergency is
disturbingly silent on the extraordinary
powers still retained by the king and on
the press censorship imposed after the
royal takeover.

What this indicates is that King Gya-
nendra is not yet clear in his own mind
as to the best way of dealing with the
situation in his kingdom. Countries like
India, which have a vital role to play in
assisting Nepal, need to hedge their bets
and continue to pressure the king to

_ fully restore democracy and civil rights

as a first stage in the process. ‘
//
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Thousands rally in Nepal

tO de‘m@nd

VR

Kathmandu: In the first huge anti-

government rally since the february 1
power grab by Nepal King Gyanendra,
some 15,000 trade union activists and
labourers today marched in the capi-
tal to mark international labour day
demanding trade union rights, democ-
racy, press freedom and human rights,
a day after royal government lifted
emergency. The rally was held even as
press censorship and ban on political
activities were continuing in the Hi-
malayan Kingdom despite yesterday’s
government announcement lifting the
state of emergency. Organised by five
federations including Nepal trade
union congress affiliated to the Nepali
congress and general federation of
Nepalese trade unions (gfont), the
march also saw participation from
union activists from India, Japan, Bel-
gium and Sweden. The demonstrators
went round the city carrying placards
and banners demanding democracy
and trade union rights but remained
outside the prohibited area in the cap-
ital avoiding direct clash with the
heavily deployed police personnel.
They converged into a public meeting
at Nayabaneshwor, in front of the of-
fice of the King-appointed powerful
royal corruption control commission
(RCCC). “Our movement is aimed at
restoring multiparty democracy, basic
human rights, trade union rights and
press freedom, said Achyut Raj
Pandey, general secretary of NTUC af-
filiated to Nepali congress. “We extend
solidarity to the movement for restora-
tion of democracy being launched by
the five major parties,” he said.
President Mukunda Neupane said
academic freedom and fundamental
rights must be restored to end ex-

ey

A woman worker and activi

hat

democracy

e B | I

At -

sts of the Peoples Front Nepal shout sfogans at a

May Day rally in Kathmandu on Sunday

ploitation of labourers. Among the
prominent international representa-
tives who took part in the rally were N
Suzuki, general secretary of Interna-
tional Confederation of Free Trade
Union-Asia and Pacific (ICFTU-
APRO); Guman Singh, organising sec-
retary of the Indian National Trade
Union Congress and R A Mittal of
Hind Majdur Sabha, India. Journal-
ists, lawyers, school teachers, profes-
sors, human rights activists also took
part in the rally to express solidarity.
Meanwhile, representatives from 25
human rights groups in a joint state-
ment condemned the government’s
acts of indiscriminate arrests and

blocking of political activities. “We
strongly oppose last week’s police in-
tervention at the central office of
Nepal Communist Party-uml; arrest of
deposed Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba at midnight on corrup-
tion charges and indiscriminately ar-
resting political activists by security
personnel,” said the statement. Sub-
odh Pyakurel, President of informal
sector service centre, human rights
activists Gopal Siwakoti and Sobhak-
ar Budhathoki, who signed the state-
ment, also demanded the government
to maintain rule of law, guarantee po-
litical freedom and respect interna-
tional human rights declaration. rn
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“Disguised digga%
[;\r% Who is Gyanenm%c;lmg- "6\5/

Nepal’s three-month emergency was to expire on

unless King Gyanendra extended it. By lifting it within
hours of a return from the Afro-Asian summit in Jakarta and
visits to China and Singapore, he has merely indicated his
failure on the diplomatic front to persuade regional leaders
to his point of view. The King must now revert to the status
quo, when he assumed executive powers on 1 February. His
failure to make a political compromise will amount to an
emergency in disguise. The King’s remark on returning to
Kathmandu that “I have taken the views expressed by Dr
Manmohan Singh seriously” gives hope even at this juncture,
as Nepal sinks deeper into crisis, that he will not compound
the misery. The release of CPN (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
general secretary Madhav Kumar Nepal, is welcome since he
was the only top political leader still in house detention. But
the arrest of former Nepalese Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba is a recipe for turmoil. India’s sharp reaction is to be
expected, since Delhi considers this contrary to Gyanendra’s
assurance that he would initiate restoration of parliamentary
democracy so that India resumes arms supplies. Delhi must
now exercise greater caution.

Gyanendra may feel he has momentarily silenced critics by
ending the emergency, but he has opened another can of
worms by legalising the Royal Commission for Corruption
Control under Article 127 of the Constitution. Set up in the
aftermath of the royal takeover, the RCCC has wide powers
to summon, try and punish anyone against whom information
exists. That apart from Deuba, several other political leaders
are already in its net, and many more are likely to attract
attention, suggests the aim is to prevent them from taking
part in political activities. Admittedly rampant corruption is
Nepal’s bane and senior officials are not spared the taint.
What is the need for a special anti-graft panel, headed by
inexperienced officials, when there is the statutory Commis-
sion for Investigations of Abuses of Authority and other ag-
encies like the Revenue Investigation Department angd the
Special Police Department, specifically to check ? The
King must be aware of the demerits of overkill.
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Press censorship, ban on political parties stay

KATHMANDU: Under increasing
pressure from India and other
countries, Nepal's King Gyanen-
dra on Saturday lifted the state
of emergency imposed after he
grabbed power three months
ago. But press censorship and
the ban on political activities
and Indian news channels con-
tinued.

“His Majesty, in accordance
with the Constitution, has lifted
the order of the state of emer-
gency,” a brief Royal Palace
statement said, hours after the
King’s return from a three-na-
tion tour where leaders pressed
him for the restoration of de-
mocracy in the kingdom.

The King, who visited Indone-
sia, China and Singapore, had as-
sured the Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Jakarta last
week, on the sidelines of the Af-
ro-Asian summit, that he would
initiate steps for the early resto-
ration of multi-party democra-

0 1 MaY 200

¢ Parties not satisfied

o Political leaders still
under arrest

o Koirala wants all-party
government

cy. Despite the King’s assurance,
the deposed Prime Minister,
Sher Bahadur Deuba, was arrest-
ed on corruption charges on
Wednesday. The Royal announ-
cement did not make any men-
tion of the restoration of press
freedom and the removal of the
ban on political activities.
Political parties welcomed the
monarch’s decision but said this
was not enough as press censor-
ship remained and hundreds of
political activists continued in
detention. They asked the King
to restore the Constitution and

’&.M

return all executive powers tc ‘
people’s representatives. Public
meetings and demonstration
will not be allowed in Kathman
du. The ban on the FM and pri
vate radio stations to broadcas
news, views and informatiol
continued and Nepal’s cable of-
erators were still not allowed o
air Indian news channels.

The Nepali Congress Pres.-
dent, Girija Prasad Koirala, ai- !
leged that the lifting of
emergency was a move to “de-
ceive” the international commu-
nity, which was exerting
tremendous pressure for the re-
vival of democracy.

Political prisoners were not
released and press censorship
had not been lifted, he told re-
porters. Mr. Koirala demanded
the formation of an all-party |
government as well as the rein- |
statement of Parliament to re- |
solve the current political |
stalemate. — PTI |
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'Emergency in
- Nepal lifted

SUDESHNA SARKAR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

i KATHMANDU, April 30. —
! Five days after he had met

. Dr Manmohan Singh, King

01 Moy 2096

Gyanendra returned to
Kathmandu and lifted the
state of emergency in a dra-
matic announcement short-
ly before midnight on
Friday. India’s role became
clearer when the monarch
deviated from the tradition
that precluded the King
from interacting with the
media and gave an extem-
pore interview at the air-
port immediately after
alighting from the aircraft,
starting with his meeting
with Dr Singh.

“We were very impressed
with the Indian Prime
Minister’s statesmanship,”
King Gyanendra said. “And
we have taken his words
seriously.”

Within hours of the trib-
ute, he had held a meeting
w1th his ministers at the
palace and decided to lift the
emergency, though it could
have run on till Monday.
Nepal’s Opposition parties
treated the announcement
with disbelief.

The Asia-Africa Summit
in Jakarta last week decid-
edly contributed to the deci-
sion. On the sidelines of the

A POSITIVE STEP, BUT...

NEW DELHI, April 30. — India has accorded a cautious
welcome to the lifting of the emergency, describing it
only as the “first step” towards democracy. “It is a posi-
tive step,” the Prime Minister said in Raipur. “But Nepal
still has a lot to do to return to the path of democracy.”
An indication that the King’s move may not change the
political set-up was his order to extend the Royal
Commission for Control of Corruption. The order was
given following the lifting of the emergency. The commis-
sion was set up on 16 February with the powers of a spe-
cial court to summon, prosecute and punish. — SNS

meet, the Nepalese foreign
minister, Mr Ramesh Nath
Pandey, met Mr Natwar
Singh twice and Dr Singh’s
national security advisor,
Mr MK Narayanan, after
which came the tete-a-tete
between the two heads of
state on 23 April. The
Prime Minister is said to
have asked the King to lift
the emergency and the lat-
ter complied even though
faced with a united agita-
tion by Opposition parties
from tomorrow.

As an additional conciliato-
ry gesture, King Gyanendra
said he had also discussed at
Jakarta with the Chinese
President, Mr Hu dJintao,
the issue of allowing Nepal
to be used as a transit route
for Sino-Indian trade.

New Delhi, alarmed at the

THE ST,”' TE'Q: iy

growing trade deficit with
China, opened the Nathu La
pass in Sikkim as an alter-
native route. However, its
high altitude makes the
pass unattractive while the
Araniko Highway leading to
China from Nepal would be
a more viable route for
traders in states like Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.

Kathmandu will work on a
tripartite pact, an indication
that King Gyanendra is try-
ing to de-politicise his for-
eign policy and base it on
mutually beneficial econom-
ic considerations.

An official said detainees
would be released after the
government had gauged the
reaction to the lifting of the
emergency and was con-
vinced they would not pose a
law-and-order problem.
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Could Gyanendra have a h|3ﬁen agenda'?

he arrest of former Nepalese Prime Minister Sher Baha-

dur Deuba is not much of a surprise; the shabby manner
in which he was treated certainly is. Reports suggest the
police barged into his house in the wee hours after cutting off
power and telephone lines and huddled him out like a com-
mon criminal. That he was the country’s prime minister
thrice counted for nothifg. §Rumours were rife that Deuba
would be restrained by the Royal Commission for
Corruption Control, empowered to punish anyone against
whom reports and information exist but the reality was
worse. Deuba’s mistake was in defying the RCCC summons
for irregularities in the Rs (NC) 45.6-crore Melamchi drin-
king water prolect and in describing the commission’s
appointment as “unconstitutional and illegal”.

Admittedly there was no need for such a special anti-
corruption body when the country already has the Commis-
sion of the Investigation of Abuses of Authority. Possibly,
the King thinks Deuba, related to the royal family by mar-
riage, and who is freed from house arrest last month, is a fly
in the ointment since he is the only potential leader, after GP
Koirala, who were capable of running the country. Also
implicated in the case is a former minister in the Deuba cabi-
net, Prakashman Singh, son of the late Nepali Congress
supremo Ganeshman Singh. That about a dozen former
ministers have also been summoned in another case is
indicative of the King’s intent to justify himself.

Of the corrupt leaders and officials, the most blatant are
bureaucrats who run a “commission raj” which the Maoists
want removed. Continued arrests of protesters, human rights
activists and the recent raid on the CPN (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) office is indicative of a King caught up in the throes
of political narrow-mindedness. A gesture India will not take
kindly since Prime Minister Manmohan Singh did not expect
this when he reportedly assured the King in Jakarta that he
might consider resumption of arms aid.

Things could get worse if the King has secured arms from
China during his visit to that country last week.



Deuba held in fres
Nepal crackdown
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HT Correspondents
Kathmandu/New Delhi, April 27

DAYS AFTER King Gyanendra prom-
ised to restore democracy in Nepal, his

government arrested several top politi-’

cians, including deposed Prime Minister

Sher Bahadur Deuba, in pre-dawn

swoops today. The crackdown, which
comes two days before the end of Gya-
nendra’s 10-day foreign tour, drew sharp
criticism from a “concerned” New Del-
hi, which said such acts were “contrary”
to assurances given by Kathmandu.

Gyanendra had told Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Jakarta last week
that he would work towards restoring
democracy and lifting emergency in a
phased manner. Singh had promised to
review the decision to stop arms sup-
plies to Kathmandu keeping in mind
the latest developments.

Today, after the news of Deuba’s ar-
rest broke, the external affairs min-
istry spokesman said no decision had
been taken on resumption of arms sup-
plies. “We are also concerned that the
arrest and detention of political lead-
ers, student leaders and workers of po-
litical parties continue, as do the re-
strictions on travel and movement of
some academicians, human rights ac-
tivists and students, contrary to assur-
ances conveyed to us,” he said.

Deuba, who spent 50 days in detention
after the February 1 royal coup, was ar-
rested around 2 am for questioning on
certain financial deals struck during his
tenure. Earlier, he had defied summons
from the Royal Commission for Corrup-
tion Control, which he says has no con-
stitutional validity. Set up after Febru-
ary 1, the RCCC can try and punish any-
one on the basis of information provid-
ed by any individual. Most parties de-
scribe it as a move by the palace to keep
the democrats under pressure.

Security personnel entered Deuba’s
home and cut off telephone and elec-
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Sher Bahadur Deuba

tricity connections. They reportedly
threatened to break open the door of
the house when they were told to come
in the morning.

Activists of Deuba’s Nepali Con-
gress (Democratic) shouted slogans
when the police brought him to the
RCCC office. He was sent to police cus-
tody after he refused to give any state-
ment to the RCCC.

Earlier, Deuba had described as “po-
litical vendetta” the RCCC’s move to
summon him and his Cabinet col-
league, Prakashman Singh, over a $464-
million contract as part of the Asian
Development Bank-funded Melamchi
water project. With the ADB having
clarified that it had awarded the con-
tract itself, the RCCC may implicate
Deuba in another case, which relates to
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund. It has
already questioned six ex-ministers.

Later this evening, the police round-
ed up ex-ministers Ramsharan Mahat,
Chakra Prasad Bastola, Dil Bahadur
Gharti (all from Koirala’s Nepali Con-
gress), Raghuji Pant and Subhas Nem-
bang (both from the CPN-UML).




‘Gyanendra reneges on
: mjakarta promlse

KATHMANDU, April 26. — Within days
of King Gyanendra avowing “total and

unflinching” support to multi-party de-
mocracy, human rights and rule of law at
the Asia-Africa Summit in Jakarta, securi-
ty forces in Nepal continued to arrest polit-
ical leaders and ransacked the office of the
largest communist party in the capital.

This afternoon, security forces arrested
Mr Gagan Thapa, leader of the student
wing of the Nepali Congress party, and two
more student leaders, Mr Sandesh Adhi-
kari and Mr Subodh Acharya. The three
were arrested by plainclothes securitymen
from Mr Adhikari’s residence and taken
away forcibly without any arrest warrant.

The arrests come a day after masked
security personnel stormed the office of
the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified
Marxist Leninist (UML) here. The UML
was holding a condolence meeting yester-
day for the demise of Shadhana Adhikari,
widow of Manmohan Adhikari, the ﬁrst
communist Prime Minister of Nepal, when
securitymen entered the party office
forcibly, arrested a member, intimidated
others and vandalised the office.

The attack united Nepal’s Opposition
parties, lawyers and human rights activists,
who today condemned the incident.
Among the parties flaying the state inter-
ference were former Prime Minister Mr
Surya Bahadur Thapa, who recently float-
ed his own Rastriya Janashakti Party,
deposed Premier Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s Nepali Congress (Democratic)
party, Mr Girija Prasad Koirala’s Nepali
Congress party, Nepal Sadbhava Party
(Anandi Devi) and People’s Front Nepal.

Nepal’s key political parties also said
they would wait and watch for an official
statement from India about its policy on
renewing military assistance to King
Gyanendra’s government instead of
going by media reports.

27 oo 700

CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE: Nepalese villagers
forced out of their homes after heavy clashes
between security forces and Maoists in Rolpa

district, 350 km west of Kathmandu. — AFP

Last week, after King Gyanendra met
Dr Manmohan Singh in Jakarta a, where
both had been invited to participate in
the Asia-Africa Summit, a private Indian
TV channel reported the monarch as say-
ing that New Delhi had agreed to resume
military assistance to Nepal.

“We would like to draw the attention of
the people of India, its parliamentarians
and the Indian government to the top sto-
ries in Nepalese media today,” UML
spokesman Mr Pradip Nepal said. “On
one hand we have a report saying India
would resume suspended military assis-
tance to Nepal unconditionally and on
the other, another report describes how

masked security men arrested a student !
leader from a condolence meeting, intim- |

idated members and vandalised the party
office. “This clearly indicates how India’s
military aid would be used to repress
democratic forces in Nepal.”
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Good neighbours

W (él Welcome thaw in Indo-Nepal ties & <,

By agreeing to allow UN Commission observers to monitr
human rights abuses, Nepal has spared itself the ignomin

of being placed on Agenda 9 which implies a dire human
rights crisis. At last month’s UNHRC meeting, Nepal’s fore-
ign minister defended military action against Maoist rebels as
necessary to protect democracy. When last year, Switzerland
moved a resolution against Nepal, India voted against it but
this year, it was still not among the anti-Nepal voters, which
Kathmandu saw as a welcome gesture. There appear to be
some signs of thaw in Indo-Nepalese ties after King Gyan-
endra gave the Indian envoy an audience after 54 days. At the
Jakarta Asian-African Summit, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and King Gyanendra met on the sidelines. While India
reportedly conveyed its concern over suspension of mul-
tiparty democracy, the King apparently sought to explain the
events that led to current developments. The King’s remark
that he had an assurance on resumption of Indian military aid
could have come only after he agreed to narrow down the rift
between the palace and political parties.

The release of former Prime Ministers GP Koirala and
Sher Bahadur Deuba from house arrest and of several hun-
dred anti-palace protesters was evidence of the King’s belated
realisation that popular voices cannot be suppressed for long.
But what is a little intriguing is the continued detention of
CPN (Unified Marxist-Leninist) general secretary Madhav
Nepal. Unless he is freed, the King’s announcement to acti-
vate the democratic process will sound hollow. His decision to
hold the municipal elections within a year is a pretext to de-
lay the handing of power back to the people. It is naive to ex-
pect law and order to improve by then when every day there
are reports of bloodshed. The crux of the problem is the Mao-
ist rebellion. All parties should make efforts to bring them to
the negotiating table again. The two bg$t options remain the
restoration of parliament as suggested by Koirala and the
Maoists’ demand for elections tg/a constituent assembly to
draft a new constitution.

26 APR 2005 TFESTATESMAN
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. Ex<minister’s arrest a

KATHMANDU, April 21.
— A former minister and
son of one of Nepal’s most
popular heroes was arrest-
ed Thursday for defying the
government’s summons to

appear for questioning in a

graft probe.

Mr Prakash Man Singh,
minister for physical plan-
ning and works in the
deposed Sher Bahadur
Deuba government, was
arrested from his
Kathmandu resident on
Thursday morning in a
move likely to eventuaily
lead to the arrest of Deuba
himself. After keeping vigil
at his residence since
Wednesday night, Singh
was forcibly taken away by
security personnel in plain-
clothes to appear for ques-
tioning before the Royal
Commission for Corruption
Control on a multi-million
dollar drinking water pro-
ject funded by the Asian
Development Bank, World
Bank and several foreign
donor agencics. The com-
mission was nominated by

i

v gy

King Gyanendra within a
fortnight of his sacking the
Deuba government on 1
February, assuming
absolute power and impos-
ing a state of emergency.

It triggered sharp criti-
cism from the political par-
ties, leading lawyers and
even drafters of the present
constitution of Nepal who
have called it unconstitu-
tional and an instrument of
intimidation intended to
silence the king’s oppo-
nents. Last month, the com-
mission swung into action,
surnmoning six ministers

Mr Singh being arrested in Kathmandu on Thursday. — AFP

from the Deuba Cabinet for
questioning. The ex-minis-
ters have been charged with
iltegaily disbursing money
from the Prime Minister’s
Welfare Fund among party
cadre and cronies. The fund
is intended for the rehabili-
tation of victims of the com-
munist insurgency and nat-
ural calamities.

Last week, the commis-
sion summoned Mr Singh
over allegations that the
$464-million - Melamchi
drinking water project for
Kathmandu had unduly
favoured a Chinese firm.
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Gyanendra heads abroad

Keshav Pradhan h
Kathmandu, April20 - -

AMID GROWING resist-
ance to his authority at
home, King Gyanendra on
Wednesday headed for the
Bandung Conference in In-
donesia and the Boao Fo-
rum for Asia meet in China
where he is likely to lobby
for international support
over the next six days.
Ahead of his first foreign
trip since the royal coup,
the monarch, in a message
to the Nepalese people,
hoped that the twin meet-
ings would consolidate un-
derstanding and coopéra-

)

tion between Nepal and
other countries. The state-
run Rising Nepal described
the institution of monar-
chy as “the crusader, pro-
tector and champion of
democracy.”

However, Janadesh, the
mouthpiece of Maoists, sa-
id the king would “tell lies
about democracy and hu-
man rights and beg support
from reactionary countries
to fight revolutionaries
who control about 80 per
cent of Nepal.” This comes
a day after rebel chief
Pushpakamal Dahal ruled
out talks with “a medieval,
feudal dictator.”



King, Maobaadi and Democracy

HEN King Gyanen-
draimplemented his
coup of February 1
and smashed Ne-
pal’svibrant democracy, he did socit-
ingthevery Constitution of 1990 that
was being trampled. The advances
made by the open society of the last
15 years were negated by this return
to autocratic rule made on the excuse
| of fighting insurgency. The fact that
Nepal’s socio-economic backward-
nesscan largely be ascribed to the pe-
riod of absolute monarchy under his
father and brother seems to have es-
caped King Gyanendra, who re-
mains opportunistically fixated on
condemning political parties as the
source of all evil
The king told Time this week
that he was ‘disappointed’ by the
negative international reaction to
the royal action, and well he might

be. For the world community, in-,

cluding India, seems to recognise
that political stability and peace
cannot be achieved through a gov-
ernment chaired by the king. The
Nepali people, having tasted free-
dom, are not about to accept the
royal writ. They are bound to fight
back, primarily through political
parties, against a king who seems
for the moment unbending but
whose hold is precarious.

The response of the royal
regime to worldwide disapproval
hasbeen towarn of a Maoist victory
if support is not forthcoming, This
attempt at blackmail, itself uncouth,
betrays a lack of confidence in the
Royal Nepali Army’s (RNASs) ability
to confront the Maoists. More im-
portantly, the claim is incorrect.
Knowledgeable analysts and army
generals confirm the possibility of a
rebel takeover is just not there.
Whileitis true that Maoists have the
run of the countryside because of
mid-hill geography and their ability
to instil fear among the peasantry,
they do not control the landscape.

They have not been able to develop _

so-called base areas, and not one of
the 75 district headquarters of
Nepal hasfallen to them. An unpre-
pared RNA, dragged out of the bar-
racks on November *02 to battle
them, hasbeen guilty of widespread
abuses and of perpetuating collat-
eral damage. But specialised train-
ing and infusion of American and

India must stay the cour
in isolating the royal )
regime in Kathmandu

£ Kanak Mani DixiT

e

Indian arms have improved its fight-
ing ability, and the rebels’ spectacu-
lar attacks on army/police garrisons
seem now to be a thing of the past.
Their response has been a shift to
highway ambushes, blockades,
school closures and disruption of
commercial/industrial activity.

All this may well make Nepal
ungovernable, but it will notlead to
the collapse of the state when there
is so little of the state out there be-
yond the urban centres. The
Maoists have lost some of their best
fighters over the last year. Recruit-
ment is tough because large parts of
rural Nepal have been emptied of
young men fleeing conscription.

The motley array of guns at the

Maoists’ command also casts doubt
on their ability to succeed in con-
ventional combat. Tighter controls
by India have made it difficult for
the rebels to usé Indian territory as a

Nepal, bringing the military out,
shattering the economy and retard-
ing the development process. King
Gyanendra’s takeover, let it be
said, has simply accelerated the
downturn in each of these spheres.

The political parties have not yet
been able to mount a spirited cam-
paign against the coup. They are
meant to function under parliamen-
tary structures, but the absence of
Parliament since 02 has made co-
operation problematic, not to men-
tion a palace working overtime to
exploit inter-party differences. After
February 1, theywere left in disarray
with the king jailing senior leadersin
the name of ‘saving democracy’
(many remain in jail). Each of them
has also been trying to tackle inter-
nal contradictions. Many party
bosses were compromised for hav-
ing joined earlier governments ap-

pointed by the king, and internal

The international community, including
India, has by its acts and statements acted
as a bulwark for democracy/l‘hls shows
respect for the people of Nepal

staging ground, and there is credi-
ble information of division within
the Maoist leadership on matters of
strategy. Guerilla leaders would
know that there is no winning this
war and it is important to try and
bring them to a ‘safe landing’ before
they fracture into warlordism.
There are even indications that the
leaders seek such a landing, but a
palace bent on victory would not
even be willing to call their bluff.

Notwithstanding the romanti-

msmg of the Maoistsby a few, there
is no doubt that the rebels have
pushed Nepal backward in the
name of armed revolution. It was
they who started raising arms
against a democratic state, making
India loom larger than ever over

20 dpo 2005

power plays are in progress. There
are also divisions between those
who call for a fight-to-finish for a
king-less republic, those who would
like to see a ceremonial monarchy
retained, and others who regard the
army-backed royal palace as too
powerful to confront.

The parties have been debili-
tated by years of propaganda about
the supposed ‘failure of democracy’
since "0, and accusations of corrup-
tion. While Nepal’s politicians are
no exception when it comes to
malfeasance on the job, one has to
keep a little perspective on this.
They do shine when compared to
the monarchy’s 30 years of misrule
thatwas ended in "90. The fact is that
the parliamentary exercise since

S€

¥

thenfor tle\xs&me wrested politi-

cal power from the Kathmandu Val-
ley and distributed it among thie dis-
tricts. This explains why the parties
are detested by a certain section.
The realityis that the democratic in-
terlude heralded rapid advance in
social/economic indicators, and ush-
ered the rise of ethnic and regional
assertion against dominant elites,
full media freedom, the doubling of
the rural roads network, spread of
telecommunications, and the open-
ing 'up of overseas employment
which has sustained the economyin
these lean times. Nepalis became
confident in challenging authority,
and the flavour of freedom made
Kathmandu an attractive meeting
place for South Asians from all over.

The king prefers to confuse po-
litical parties with political plural-
ism, and the misdeeds of one are
supposed to stain the other. His
choice of fellow travellers are ultra-
conservatives from the earliest
Panchayat raj. It shows a yearning
for a time when the king could
claim to speak for the people. Hav-
ingbeen maligned, misused and at-
tacked by the king, the parties have
taken their time but are beginning
to regroup. Today, there is a dy-
namic process underway on how
best to bring back democracy, and
the distrust of the palace has be-
come the unifying factor.

The international community,
including India, has by its acts and
statements acted as a bulwark for
democracy and pluralism. This
shows respect for the people of
Nepal. At this crucial juncture, de-
mocratic governments must stay
the course and not provide any
support/succour to the king. Most
important, they must not fall for
the ruse that the rebels will win if
the king is not allowed free reign.
Nepal’s king may not like political
parties, but there is no need for
others to fall'in line. Nepal’s politi-
cians are the truest representatives
of the people, more than the
palace, the army, or civil society
combines, and it is they who will
have to deliver a negotiated peace
to awounded people while leading
them back on the path to pluralism.

Thewriteredits Himal, a South Asian
monthly, published from Kathmandu

INDIAN EXPRESS
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Kathmandu, April 18: Con-
tinuing their campaign for clo-
sure of all private schools in
Nepal, Maoist rebels bombed
two schools in western Nepal
damaging buildings and caus-
ing serious injuries to three
students.

The twin attacks came as
educational institutions in the
Kathmandu valley defied the
Maoist closure demand and
started a new academic year

today.
The rebels detonated a
powerful bomb at Jaya

Bageshwori Boarding Higher
Secondary School, the largest
private school in the Nepal-
gunj area, late last night.
According to the school
principal Bidhya Man Rajb-
handari, a group of heavily-
armed Maoists detonated the
bomb at the school’s computer
centre causing serious dam-

eMaOlStS
“class

{x\

alties. The Nepalgunj school
is the best in western Nepal
with more than 1000 students
onitsrolls.

In another incident, three
students were severely in-
jured when rebels hurled a
bomb in the Bal Kalyan Prima-
ry School at Khara in Rukum
district.

According to areport in a
local Nepali daily, the Maoists
entered the school premises
and threw the bomb at stu-
dents who were busy with
their classes. The injured stu-
dents are being treated at
Bheri Zonal Hospital in Nepal-
gunj.

In Kathmandu, schools af-
filiated to the Private and
Boarding School’s Organisa-
tion of Nepal (PABSON) de-
fied the threats issued by the
Maoist students’ wing and
started new classes today.

However, schools outside
the valley, in Kavre, Nuwakot
and Dhading districts, re-
mained closed. “The schools
in the western and far-western

region have been hit the
most,” a PABSON official said
adding that a circular had
been sent to all districts to
open schools within the first
week of the start of the new
Nepali year.

There are over 9,000 pri-
vate schools across Nepal
which have more than 1.5 mil-
lion students on their rolls.
The Maoist-affiliated All
Nepal National Independent
Students Union (Revolution-
ary) had called for the closure
of all private schools demand-
ing free education up to high
school.

No talks: Prachanda

Elusive Maoist rebel leader
Prachanda has ruled out
peace talks or a ceasefire with
the government, predicting
that the nine-year-old war
would see the Maoists come to
power soon. “Right now, we do
not see any possibility of talks
with these medfaeval and bar-
autocrats,” he

find a new

éenemy: schoo

An Opposition activist at an
anti-monarchy rally in
Patan, Nepal. (Reuters)
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“King Gyanendra

Se110

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEUING, APRIL14- (N,
1

NEPALESE King L
nendra will visit China from
April 23-26 to attend the an-
nual conference of the Boao
Forum for Asia (BFA), in the
southern island province of
Hainan, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Qin
Gang said on Thursday.
Whether the King will pro-
ceed to Beijing is not known.

‘While the royal coup was
condemned widely in the in-
ternational community, China
and Pakistan had called it an
internal matter of Nepal.

China and Nepal are cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplo-
matic ties this year.

Meanwhile, in - Kath-

visit China

al -

e[l .

mandu, Nepal’s King Gyanen-
dra announced that municipal
elections would be held within
ayear to “activate the democ-
ratic process” in Nepal, more
than two months after he
seized power ousting the
elected government.

“We have directed the elec-
tion Commission to conduct
municipal elections within this
Nepali year or April 2006 to
strengthen multi-party system
based on election through
adult franchise,” he said.

On Thursday, Nepalese se-
curity forces recovered 18
more bodies of Maoist rebels
from Khara in Rukum district,
taking the death toll in last
week’s fierce clashes between
rebels and armymen in this
western province of the Hi-
malayan kingdom to 170.

_, 085 NDy
1598 AN Exppess



baiters

Srow
bolder

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Kathmandu, April 12: A stu-
dent leader evading arrest
suddenly emerges at a street
corner in a crowded Kathman-
du locality and addresses an
impromptu public meeting
using a portable loudspeaker.
He criticises King Gyanendra
and demands the restoration
of democracy. Both he and the
crowd disperse before police
reach the spot.

In the Nepalese capital,
where people are believed to
be apathetic, more than a hun-
dred offered public arrest in
Kathmandu on April 8, cele-
brated as Democracy Day — it
was on this day that the late
King Birendra agreed to the
need for multi-party democra-
cy in Nepal.

Nearly 1,000 people were
arrested all over. They did not
have to be pulled out of their
homes by the police — they ca-
me out shouting pro-democra-
cy slogans and challenged the
security forces to arrest them.

A 70-year-old retired Gork-
ha soldier of the British army
has voluntarily gone to jail th-
rice protesting against the
king’s actions since October 4,
2002. Each time he offers his
arrest, police officials urge
him not to do so at his age. He
replies: “But I like it here. All
my friends are here in jail,
what will I do outside?”

When an octogenarian co-
mmunist leader, suffering fr-
om high blood pressure offer-
ed his arrest, the deputy supe-
rintendent of police apologis-
ed to him, distancing himself
from the distress that might
be caused.

Nepalese newspapers are

13 A 2008
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Riot policemen arrest a student during an anti-king protest in Kathmandu in March. (AFP)

also getting bolder. There are
editorials against the Supre-
me Court Chief Justice who
went to Australia for an inter-
national conference and blam-
ed the political parties for the
present crisis.

Intellectuals, academics
and politicians are challeng-
ing government orders restri-
cting their movement. People
sitting in restaurants and
coffee shops criticise the
king’s actions without fear of
being overheard. The Bar
Association of Nepal is filing
habeas corpus petitions free
for those believed to be in ille-
gal custody.

The struggle between the
old feudal elite, reasserting it-
self through Gyanendra’s re-
gressive actions, and the emer-
ging elite whose interests lie
in free competition in public
life is clearly intensifying.

A range of parliamentary
political parties — from the
Nepali Congress to the Nepal
Communist Party (United Ma-
rxist-Leninist) — represents
this emerging elite. Their

main source of support is the
hinterland — among the peo-
ple who were ruled — and not
the rulers. Rarely are the lead-
ers of the student unions in
Kathmandu, for example,
from the valley itself.

Given the unrelenting pro-
cess of globalisation and its
political concomitants of dem-
ocracy and talent-based com-
petition, this war — whose in-

dications are in the wind in
Nepal — is not going in favour
of the monarchy.

“The king’s actions are alr-
eady helping open up the spa-
ce for dissidence because of
inherent structural contradic-
tions,” says Hari Sharma, a yo-
ung political scientist and di-
rector of social science, Baha.

“The king’s rhetoric is abo-
ut constitutionalism but his
actions speak otherwise. His

THE TELEGRAPH

attempt at creating a parallel
administration of nominated
zonal and district commissio-
ners, and security committees
does not sit well with the es-
tablished constitutional order.
The bureaucracy is not only
afraid, it is also offended.
“The Supreme Court also

. feels miffed because the ne-

wly-appointed Royal Commis-
sion on Corruption Control is
outside the judicial system.
The commission itself has thr-
own up a case of corruption
involving a member of royal
family,” he says.

Sharma points out that the
army tried to monitor bank-
ing transactions after Febru-
ary 1 but the privatisation of
banking and the confidentiali-
ty requirements of modern
banking meant that the banks
refused any such direct inter-
vention. They pointed out this
was the job not of the army
but the Central Bank.

“Everyday, the Supreme
Court judges are issuing noti-
ces to the government to expla-
in its actions ranging from ba-

nning mobile phone services,
prohibiting intellectuals from
travelling abroad to unlawful-
ly restricting the movement of
prominent people outside the
Kathmandu Valley, etc.”

C.K. Lal, a brave and prom-
inent Nepali political comme-
ntator, offers one more layer of
explanation. “In the last 15
years or so, a parallel aspiring
class has emerged in the five
traditional monarchical sup-
port groups — the military, the
mandarins, the merchants,
the mediators (comprising the
professional classes and the
media), and, what I call, the
‘meddlers’ from the interna-
tional and domestic NGOs.”

The interests of this “par-
allel aspiring class” do not lie
with those steeped in promot-
ing feudal patronage. They, Lal
points out, comprise junior of-
ficers in the army, entry-level
officers in the bureaucracy
who have got in through open
competition, independent and
new entrepreneurs, newer
professionals who have not
yet found accommodation in
the power structure and the
grassroots-based community
organisations.

This class was educated
and politically acculturised in
the period of relative open-
ness following the 1980 refer-
endum. Many of them have ex-
perienced only democracy.
They yearn for the freedom
they enjoyed during the demo-
cratic era.

“They want careers open
to talent which is only possible
in a democracy or else elite
domination will never end. So,
they are personally commit-
ted to democracy,” claims Lal.

That there is new political
mobilisation taking place ev-
en in Kathmandu is evident.

“Three things are happen-
ing simultaneously — the
political parties are meeting
together to decide on a united
struggle; the press is creating
national and international pr-
essure on the monarchy de-
spite censorship; and the civil
society is uniting against the
king,” says Shyam Shreshtha,
the editor of Mulyankan, cur-
rently evading arrest.

Date for
Delhi

envoy

J.HEMANTH

Kathmandu, April 12: Nep-
al’sKing Gyanendra has gran-
ted an audience to Indian am-
bassador Shiv Shankar Mukh-
erjee almost two months after
aformal request was made.

Sources said here today
that the palace sent a formal
communiqué to the ambassa-
dor yesterday inviting him for
an “audience” on Friday, two
days after the Himalayan king-
dom rings in the Nepali New
Year.

The development is signifi-
cant, considering India has so
far refused to budge from its
stated position on the Febru-
ary 1 royal takeover.

Mukherjee, who has been
summoned to Delhi twice
since February 1 for consulta-
tions, is expected to formally
convey India’s stand and seek
immediate restoration of mul-
tiparty democracy.

The denial of a formal ap-
pointment to the Indian envoy
was being seen as a snub to
Delhi for its rigid stand on the
takeover.

Mukherjee has been open-
ly interacting with political
parties much to the chagrin of
the royalists.

A royalist even issued a
statement to Indian news ag-
encies demanding the envoy’s
recall.

Political analysts in Nepal
believe that the king had delib-
erately avoided a formal meet-
ing because he did not want
to make any commitments
about restoration of funda-
mental rights and multiparty
democracy.

Gyanendra has introduced
several initiatives to restore
the much maligned panchayat
system of governance that
saw the monarch enjoying ab-
solute powers.
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“The US and British ambassa-
dors in fact told us categorical-
1y to pull back. We stopped two
lakh people from coming to
Kathmandu to encircle Nara-
yanhitti Palace (the king’s res-
idence and office) because of
their assurances,” he says.

Apparently, the US and the
British had assured the agitat-
ing political parties that they
would be able to persuade the
king to briefly revive Parlia-
ment for the sole purpose of
forming an all-party govern-
ment authorised to talk to the
Maoists. The Parliament itself
was to be adjourned after gov-
ernment formation.

“But that is history now.
Had the international commu-
nity supported us then, demo-
cracy would have been restor-
ed. Now they realise what this
king is all about and so they
are asking us to unite,” says
Koirala.

A veteran who spent nine

years during the Rana and
Shah regimes in jail, Koirala
was under house arrest this
time for over two months after
the king took over. He was not
even allowed to climb down
from the one-room flat he oc-
cupies on the top floor of his
nephew’s house. His teleph-
onelines are still disconnected
and his visitors monitored.
Yet his house in Maharajganj
is where politicians of all hues
are coming to discuss strate-
gies to restore democracy over
endless cups of tea. Those who
are evading arrest and cannot
come to his house, the octoge
narian goes and meets in the
city’s hotels or at other con-
venient meeting points.

“My release from house ar-
rest should not be seen as the
king relaxing the emergency
or restoring human rights. He
wants to discredit me — be-
cause other political leaders
are in jail. I cannot even visit
them or evolve a common
strategy with them. The king
wants to tell the world — see, I
released him and he can do
nothing to challenge me.”

Yet challenging the king’s
action is exactly what Koirala
is doing. He is trying to unite
the democratic political par-
ties on a common agreed pro-
gramme.

Koirala’s solution to get
out of the present crisis is to
revive the Constitution by re-
instating Parliament and form
an all-party government, whi-
ch would offer talks to the Ma-
oists. This constitutional gov-
ernment could then either go
for a referendum on whether
or not Nepal needs a new Con-
stituent Assembly or it could
even decide to directly organ-
ise elections for a Constituent
Assembly.

In a remarkable change fr-
om the past, showing flexibili-
ty, Koirala says this is not a for-
mula written in stone. “Once
political parties start discu-
ssions, some new and better fo-
rmulations may emerge. I am
completely open to that. Only
on the basis of the consensus
that emerges would we go and
talk to the king,” he claims.

However, he declares: “The
longer the king resists the de-
mands of the people for demo-
cracy, the more he will lose.
His support is declining.” Alt-
hough he admits to the growi-
ng Republican sentiment am-
ong the youth, he feels: “In the
current situation merely talk-

ing about republicanism wil
not make us a republic. But i
the people want it it will hay
pen even witho 7 sayin

s0.”
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Himalayan Blunder I

He has often been a victim of Nepal’s | 1
volatile politics; he’s been sacked thrice

as prime minister. This time around, v, ‘ h
King Gyanendra not only relieved him
of his post but also put him under house
arrest. But the suave and erudite former
prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
remains convinced that there can be no
alternative to democracy. In an interview in
Kathmandu, he spoke to Lalita Panicker
about the way forward for the isolated
Himalayan kingdom:

Did you foresee that the king might
suspend democracy?

No, I was stunned. I never thought that he
would crack down on democracy like this. It
is an anti-human rights move. God knows
what he was thinking. I was sacked even
though I tried very hard to cooperate with
him. There is no logic to his action. AllI can
say that it is such a severe blow to Nepal and
Nepalis. It is a monumental setback for us.
What do you think will happen now?

There is no choice, he has to restore
democracy. This is the endgame. His move is
extremely unpopular, no one approves of it,
no one supports him, not one person. Nepal
is being hurt from every side, the king
and the Maoists. This was once a joyful
place, now there is an air of fear We
had such high hopes
for democracy, now
it has all turned
to ashes.

You called for all

Today. we have a situa-

"tlght man. They want povber sh

are not averse to that but without violence.
There are many genuine problems in Nepal,
poverty, untouchability These are the
breeding grounds for terror.

Would you say that the rise of the Maoists
has been because of the failure of the
political parties?

We did not have enough time. Thirteen
years is not a long time for democracy to
mature. But democracy brought all the
simmering problems to the surface. We
achieved many things, education, private
investment, liberalisation. But, you see,
large parts of our terrain are inaccessible,
it’s difficult to spread development there.
This has been ideal for the terrorists.
But expectations were very high, people
wanted more. Maybe we did not
deliver enough.

What would you say to the idea of an
external party mediation to solve the conflict?

We must resolve things internally, why

bring in an outside party?
Is Pakistan fishing in troubled waters here by
offering arms after India shut off the tap.
Hasn’t Nepal always played India off
against Pakistan?

No, no. There is no anti-India feeling
here. Pakistan will not meddle here. I
haven't read about this Pakistani offer as
I have been under
house arrest.

The Maoists have
spoken about a cons-
tituent assembly.

political parties to
come together and

tion where the only way
we can counter insur-
gency is through demo-

What do you feel?
What are they

work for a common

talking about. If

agenda. What are cracy. Since the king’s their idea is to
the salient points |, move, the Maoists’ usher in a one-party
of this? : morale is very high. He communist  rule,

The crucial one, % has pitted himself against they can’t have it. I
of course, is the 3 i the political parties. wanted to discuss

restoration of demo-

these issues openly

cracy, the restoration of the rights of all
political leaders. Today, we have a situation
where the only way we can counter
insurgency is through democracy. Since the
king’s move, the Maoists’ morale is very
high. He has pitted himself against the
political parties.

Given that all the political parties used to
bicker in the past, who will lead this coalition
of political parties?

I have no objections to anyone leading it.
Democracy is far more important than
petty rivalries. Let democracy come back
first, we will fight for political space later.
Why do you single out Nepali parties for
fighting with each other? Dissension is a
part of democracy. I think our democracy is
far less dynastic than India’s.

Has the king made any attempt to talk to you?

No, he has not.

Will you make common cause with the
Maoists and if so whom will you speak to?

The problem is that they believe in
violent means and we do not. There can
be no militaristic solution. There is no
consensus among the Maoists themselves. I
hear from time to time that they have severe
differences among themselves. But I guess
when the time comes they will send the

THL

but then I was sacked.
Do you have any insight into what might
have motivated the king to do this?

He claims he did it for the good of
democracy but he has plunged the nation
into a crisis. I was blamed for being close to
him. There are many around him who
enjoy power without accountability, many
advisers. I don’t know whom he listens to.
India is a close neighbour, yet he has not
talked to any of its leaders.

Do you envisage any role for the king in a
Sfuture democratic set-up?

He can be a constitutional monarch.
But first he has to evolve a common position
with all the political parties. We are
steadily going downhill economically.
The NGOs are leaving, there is flight of
capital, there is no tourism. We are in
really deep trouble. Our people are
suffering, we have fallen in international
esteem. There has to be much greater
international pressure.

Have the Indians been able to help in
any way?

Not really, but I suppose the arms
suspension does help. Manmohan Singh
is a very fine person but there is not
much he can do at present.

muJ CJF ithA
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_~BATTLE KILLS 50 MAOISTS

Nepal rebels

k7

KATHMANDU, April 8.
— At least 50 Maoists were
killed as Nepalese security
forces repulsed a major
rebel attack on army head-
quarters in Rukum district,
550 km from Kathmandu.
Nearly 4.000 rebels
attacked the army camp
last evening, triggering a
fierce gunbattle which
lasted 12 hours, defence
sources said today. Bodies
of 50 Maoists were recov-
ered and many more were
believed to be dead, the
sources said adding eight
soldiers were also injured.
Thirty one guns, includ-
ing one AK-47 and a few
SLLRs, were recovered
from the rebels, they said.
A massive search opera-
tion has been launched in
the area after the incident.
Securitymen said they
had received prior informa-
tion about the attack from
informers as well as sentries
posted at the observation
towers. Gunship helicop-
ters were also kept ready as
well as reinforcements
from nearby bases. The
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offensive lasted nearly 12
hours after which the rebels
fled. This is the first major
offensive launched by the
rebels since the royal coup
when they avowed to step
up military campaigns ag-
ainst the army.

The raid comes on the
sixth day of an 11-day strike
called by them from 2
April. While the strike had
no effect in Kathmandu
due to the media ban on
writing about the Maoists
and the concentration of
security forces in the valley,
disruptions had been
reported in the outer dis-
tricts. The Khara repulse
will boost the army’s coun-
ter-insurgency efforts.

The incident comes even

-as 147 insurgents were said

to have surrendered to the
authorities among reports
of a serious rift between the
top two Maoist leaders.
Meanwhile, Kathman-
du’s spokesman Mr Tanka
Dhakal said the govern-
ment was establishing a
rehabilitation fund that
would loan money to
Maoist guerrillas who sur-
rendered and wanted to go
abroad for employment.
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1 500 held at protest rallies
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50 Maoists
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Kathmandu, April 8
(Reuters): Nepali soldiers
killed at least 50 Maoist rebels
in a deadly overnight clash,
the army said foday, as around
500 political activists were re-
ported arrested by police dur-
ing pro-democracy rallies in
the kingdom.

The Nepali army said ifs
troops killed the rebels after
the insurgents attacked their
base overnight using rocket
launchers and mortars in the
west of the nation in one of
the deadliest battles in the past
two months,

An army statement said
many more, possibly hundre-
ds of Maoists, could have died
in the fighting and soldiers
had recovered 31 weapons, in-
cluding AK-47 assault rifles.

“On the basis of the situa-
tion at the site of the clash and
on the version of local people,
it is understood that hundreds
of terrorists have died,” it
said. “Only 50 bodies have
been recovered so far.”

These figures could not be
independently verified and
the Maoists have not com-
mented on the latest fighting.
The rebels frequently carry
their casualties with them to
keep their morale high.

Nine soldiers were wound-
ed at the base in Khara in
Rukum district, 550 km west of
Kathmandu, three of them
critically.

The latest assault by the
Maoists — who want to over-
throw the monarchy and es-
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tablish a communist republic
— comes after an attack five
weeks ago in which the army
said its forces had Kkilled at
least 50 rebels in the western
Bardiya district. Four soldiers
also died in that clash.

The new violence came as
police in Kathmandu arrested
about 50 political activists, in-
cluding some former minis-
ters, who were demonstrating
against King Gyanendra’s
move on February 1 to declare
emergency, sack the multi-
party government and seize
power.

“Down with the proclama-
tion of emergency. Long live
democracy,” some protesters
shouted before being dragged
away by helmeted policemen.

Around 450 more activists
were arrested in pro-democra-
cy gatherings elsewhere in
Nepal. In the eastern towns of
Janakpur, Sarlahi and Mahot-
tari, dozens of activists were
injured after police used ba-
tons to break up protests.

In Kathmandu pro-democ-
racy protesters were quickly
arrested, bundled into iron-
meshed vans by police and
driven away.
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Nepal army coas
. foreign envo ys_

April 7. — The Nepalese
army today held a briefing
for all foreign ambassadors,
heads of missions and
chiefs of donor agencies on
the current security situa-
tion at a meeting called by
the foreign minister, Mr
Ramesh Nath Pandey.
The briefing comes after
two demarches to the gov-
ernment in less than a week

i by the members of the

European Union, that the
government kept under
wraps, and a string of alle-
gations ‘against the army of
human rights abuses at the
ongoing 61st session of the
UN Human Rights Com-
mission in Geneva.

“It was extraordinary to
see a constitutional army
present such a strong polit-
ical opinion so openly and
in such strong support of
an unconstitutional coup,”
a diplomat who attended
the briefing said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

A Colonel of the Royal
Nepalese Army made the
presentation that projected
the army’s views on the
nine-year-old Maoist insur-
gency, the political reasons
behind its birth and growth,
the current security situa-

i

Notwithstanding the regular detention of political worers, the
Nepalese army claims that it's defending human rights. — AFP

‘It was extraordinary to see a constitutional army
present such a strong political opinion so

openly and in such strong support of
~an unconstitutional coup’

tion and status of the 11-
day strike called by the
communist guerrillas since
2 April to protest against
the royal takeover.
Squarely blaming the
political parties for the
armed insurgency that has
killed over 11,000 people,
the presentation said the
security situation had vast-
ly improved since King
Gyanendra, the supreme
commander of the army,
ousted the Sher Bahadur

Deuba government on 1
February and assumed
absolute power. It also
claimed the strike had
been foiled despite reports
from outside Kathmandu
that vehicles moved on
highways only with army
escorts and that soldiers
were forcing shopkeepers
to keep their shops open.

The presentation also
defended the human rights
record of the RNA, that
has come under fire by
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rights activists at the 61st
session of the UN Human
Rights Commission in
Geneva for mounting alle-
gations of rights abuses.

The army said it’s strong-
ly defending rights, investi-
gating allegations of abuse
and punishing the guilty.

The briefing by the army
comes a day after the chiefs
of the EU missions in
Nepal and the head of the
Canadian consulate met
with the foreign minister to
express their concern at the
continuation of the state of
emergency in Nepal, curbs
on media and civil liberties
and reports of rights abus-
es. The demarche marks
strong concern by the EU
and the two other countries
coming as it does within a
week of another demarche
last week. Last Friday, the
Swiss ambassador to India
and Nepal, Mr Dominic
Dreuer, flew down from
New Delhi and met Mr
Pandey, along with the oth-
ers, as another demarche.

Meanwhile, the US
ambassador to Nepal, Mr
James Francis Moriarty,
has told King Gyanendra
to release all political lea-
ders and restore freedom
of Press by 8 April, accord-
ing to a New Delhi-based
rights organisation.
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t ‘ Reinstate parliament, rescue Nepal {.: -
aving released Nepali Congress leader GP Koirala fron

house arrest, King Gyanendra now faces two wavesiof
rebellion ~— Maoist .and political. Koirala leaves little robm
for rapprochement when he calls the palace the biggest
“destabilising force” in the country and vows to fight till the
King has his back to the wall. Former Prime Minister and
Nepali Congress (Democratic) leader Sher Bahadur Deuba
was freed last month on the eve of the UN Human Rights
Council session in Geneva where Nepal defended its military
action against Maoists as being necessary to protect
democracy. It is a matter of time before Nepal Communist
Party (Unified Marxist-Leninist) general secretary Madhav
Nepal is also freed. What, however, comes as a surprise is
Koirala asking people not to give the Maoists too much
prominence, and that his party will give them no concessions.
But whether or not the Maoists have popular support, the
fact remains they hold sway over most of Nepal’s districts and
everyone knows just how difficult it will be to conduct free
and fair elections without their cooperation. The NC's failure
to redress Maoist grievances prompted rebels to take up
arms. For the record, they all along declined to talk to Koirala
when he was Prime Minister. He even scuttled the high power
committee appointed by KP Bhattarai and headed by Deuba
to prepare grounds to meet the Maoist challenge.

For the aging NC leader to produce any result, all rightist,
centrist and leftist parties must come under one umbrella as
they did to restore multi-party democracy in 1990. If the King
continues to dig in his heels by seeking fresh diplomatic
support for his 1 February coup, he will further isolate him-
self. Perhaps the only sensible solution, suggested by Koirala,
is to reinstate parliament. There is still hope for Nepal.

Koirala’s right
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~s/L.ong overdue

" Welcome whiff of democracy | Bhutan

t will be quite some time before Bhutan’s King Jigme

Singye Wangchuck hands over power to the people, but the
way to democracy has already been paved with last week’s
unveiling of the draft constitution and the circulation of about
500,000 copies in 20 districts to elicit public opinion. When
finally adopted, the King will lose absolute powers enjoyed
since the first Wangchuck dynasty monarch was elected by
village headmen and senior monks in 1907. The draft is guid-
ed by the Indian Constitution and envisages a bicameral sys-
tem — a 75-member National Assembly and a 25-member
National Council. The leap to democracy is not a sudden one
King Jigme’s father set up the first National Assembly in 195°
and the Royal Advisory Council, set up in 1965, has been ad-
vising the King on all matters. Fundamental rights and duties
are incorporated in the draft and parliament, significantly,
has been empowered to impeach the King through a two-
thirds majority. Another striking feature is the avoidance of a
multiplicity of parties that has been the cause of instability in
governments in India and elsewhere. In the primary round of
elections, only two political parties will be chosen and these
will contest elections to the National Assembly.

Unlike the Nepal draft constitution, which was mired in
controversy following King Birendra’s appointment of the
Constitution Reforms Commission — later disbanded follow-
ing protests by the people and political parties — the Bhuta-
nese draft is the result of more than four years of effort by a
39-member committee under the Chief Justice. It is said to
have consulted the constitutions of as many as 50 countries.
King Jigme’s role is critically important as he has to oversee
the peaceful transition of power from autocracy to legi-
timisation of people’s rule. Such reform, to say the least, was
long overdue and is welcome.
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Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, April 4

AN EX-NEPALESE general close
to King Gyanendra has questio-
ned the authority of Indian amb-
assador to Nepal Shiv Shanker
Mukherjee to meet Nepalese pol-
iticians.

This comes close on the heels
of a recent Note Verbale issued
by the Nepalese foreign ministry
to various diplomatic missions,
asking them to abide by the Vien-
na Convention while dealing
with politicians.

In a recent interview to the
Jandharana weekly, Lt-Gen. (re-
td) Bharat Keshar Simha, also
king’s honorary ADC and presi-
dent of the Vishva Hindu Mahas-
angh, said, “He (Mukherjee) has
no right to gather politicians and
instigate them against the king.”

REUTERS
King Gyanendra speaks at the Royal Nepalese Mllltary Academy in
Kharipati, Nepal, on Monday

King alde raps Indi
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Quoting media reports, Simha,
earlier Nepal’s envoy to the UK,
alleged, “The Indian ambassador
has not only hosted dinners for
politicians, but also offered to
help them if they fight against
the king.” He sought Mukherjee’s
“expulsion, if the reports were
correct.”

Simha criticised the US and
European nations for their oppo-
sition to the February 1 royal
takeover. He said Nepal could
survive without foreign assis-
tance, In contrast, he lauded VHP
president Ashoke Singhal for his
support to the king.

Mukherjee meets Koirala

Mukherjee on Sunday met Nepali
Congress president G.P. Koirala
at the latter’s residence to discuss
the current situation in Nepal.




BANDBHANGYANG (NEPAL), APRIL 3.
A strike called by Maoist rebels
brought business in most parts
of Nepal to a standstill for a sec-
ond day today as soldiers es-
corted vehicles to try to prevent
guerilla attacks, officials and
residents said.

The Maoists called the 11-day
strike yesterday to protest
against King Gyanendra’s seiz-
ing of power two months ago
and the subsequent arrests of
political leaders and suspension
of civil rights.

The King sacked the Govern-
ment and siezed power, saying
it was necessary to crush the
Maoist revolt that has caused
more than 11,000 deaths since
1996.
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The impact of the strike was
mote visible in rural areas,
where the Maoists regularly en-
force strikes and blockades, offi-
cials said. “Soldiers ‘are
patrolling the streets..but the
countryside is closed in re-
sponse to the strike call,” said a
local journalist, Tanka Khanal,
from Biratnagar in east Nepal.

Businesses shuttered their
premises and cars stayed off the
roads in Biratnagar, residents
said.

Two children and two police
officers were wounded when
the rebels set off a roadside
bomb in Chitaun in southern
Nepal today police said. The
Maoists have been fighting
since 1996 to replace the mon-
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hy with a communist repub-
ti

esidents said the strike had
disrupted life in the western
town of Nepalgunj where a
string of bomb blasts Jate on Fri-
day killed one person and
wounded 19 others. But life in
Kathmandu, home to 1.5 mil-
lion people, was normal.

“Travel during the strike is
very risky. But we have no al-
ternative. We have to go,” said
Chandra Ranabhatt, returning
home in Gorkha district after a
medical treatment in Kathman-
du.

Hundreds of cars, buses, and
trucks left Bandbhangyang, the
main checkpost, near Kathman-
du accompanied by army vehi-

\,-»'a:"Mabi%tq,§trike affects life in Nepal

cles after being stranded for day.

Editor dies of wounds

A newspaper editor in South-
Eastern Nepal has died two
weeks after being shot in the
head, allegedly by Maoist rebels,
family members said on Sun-
day.

Dharan Today editor Khagen-
dra Shrestha was shot twice in
the head on March 15 while
working in his office. He died
Thursday at a hospital in Siligu-
di, India.

Nepal’s army blamed Maoist
rebels for the attack on Mr.
Shrestha (45), who supported
King Gyanendra’s February 1
takeover of the Government. —
Reuters, AFP



Chma FM in Nepal

HT Corz!espondent B
Kathmandu, March 31 = 3

ASIT played host to Chinese
foreign minister Li Zhaox-
ing, Nepal made it clear on
Thursday that it would act
tough with mainstream par-
ties who oppose the Febru-
ary 1 royal coup.

Zhaoxing’s visit has gen-
erated a lot of hope among
pro-monarchists. On his ar-
rival, he remarked, “My vis-
it will enhance the friend-
ship and mutual interests of
two nations.”

There is speculation that
Kathmandu may seek Chi-

’{
;U “ . hese a; %tance to fight the

Maoist lindurgents.
Government-controlled
media hailed China as “a
true friend who has never
betrayed Nepal.” Royalists
too are happy with Beijing
description the coup as

Nepal's “internal affair.”

While China and Nepal
were busy holding bilateral
talks, information minister
Tanka Prasad Dhakal ruled
out the release of main-
stream political leaders
from custody till they voiced
support for the king’s move
“to restore peace and democ-
racy to the region”.
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Koirala says king
1s power-hungry
T ARARIN)
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Keshav Pradhan -
Kathmandu, April2 4%
A DAY after his release from two
months of house arrest, Nepali
Congress president and ex-Prime
Minister G.P. Koirala described
the palace as a “destabilising fac-
tor” in Nepalese politics.
Koirala (82), who spent all his
life fighting for democracy, re-
marked on Saturday, “Now we
must strive for total democracy
where the king will remain only
as a constitutional head and
where people do not have to

struggle for democracy again -

and again.”

Aware of the growing inter-
national concern about Nepal,
he said, “It’s a problem between
the Nepalese people, the king
and parties. Let’s sort it out our-
selves.”

Koirala said he found King
Gyanendra’s method of grab-
bing power more autocratic that
that of King Mahendra. He ex-
plained, “He (Gyanendra)
usurped power directly while
his father did it in a roundabout
way in 1960.”

He declared that talks with
the king would be possible only
if he frees political activists and
lifts emergency rule. Koirala
also demanded restoration of
the dissolved parliament to reac-
tivate the constitution. “The
King can reinstate the parlia-
ment with same Article (127) of
the Constitution that he used to
seize power.”

Koirala reiterated that he
would not hold dialogue with
the king’s council of ministers
describing the body as “iliegiti-
mate”.

But Koirala also faced some
embarrassment over his
nephew and filmstar Manisha
Koirala’s father, Prakash’s sup-
port to the coup. In his inter-
views published in Saturday’s
state-run Gorkhapatra and Ris-
ing Nepal, Prakash, a former
Congress MP, asked the interna-

AFP

Koirala addresses the Press in
Kathmandu on Saturday.

tional community to back the
king. The senior Koirala said.
“Our party will soon meet to dis-
cuss Prakash.”

No Chinese arms

Chinese foreign minister Li
Zhaoxing categorically said no
discussions were held on pro-
viding military assistance to
Nepal during his meetings with
Nepalese leaders.

Before winding up his 24-hour
Kathmandu visit, Zhaoxing
said, “We did not discuss the
subject (arms supply to Nepal).”
Pressed for a more elaborate an-
swer, he added, “I think you're
thinking far beyond what we
discussed.”

Zhaoxing’s statement put to
rest talk of Beijing giving
weapons to Kathmandu to fight
the Maoists insurgency in the
wake of the suspension of mili-
tary assistance by India.
Britain and the United States
after the coup.



A

O
\(\ﬁ;
JIGME SI GYE WANGCHUK, the King of Bhu-
tan, once said his country’s “gross national hap-
piness” was more important to him than its
gross national product. The kingdom’s new
draft Constitution made public recently is evi-
dence that he will travel any length for Bhutan’s
GNH, even to the extent of giving up his sub-
stantive powers. If the country’s half a million
citizens accept the new Constitution at a year-
end referendum, Bhutan will become a parlia-
mentary democracy and King Jigme a constitu-
tional monarch. In unilaterally proposing that
he will give up his near-absolute powers to
make way for a system of democratic govern-
ance, the King has demonstrated infinite wis-
dom. The present-day world provides few
parallels. Monarchs are usually pushed out;
threy tend to hold on until the very last minute,
when the people gathered outside cannot be
prevented anymore from breaking down the
palace doors. There is no such contingency in
Thimpu. On the contrary, the monarch is a pop-
ular figure. But as the King said, for the very
reason that the kingdom is enjoying “unprece-
dented peace and prosperity” at this juncture
and is under no compulsion or pressure to
change its form of governance, the present is
the perfect time to make the transition to de-
mocracy. True, the King's decision is in part a
response to Bhutan’s nascent pro-democracy
movement. But which other absolute ruler has
had the good sense to see the writing on the
wall, be it ever so faint?

The Constitution that Bhutan is now contem-
plating is the culmination of a process that be-
gan in the 1990s. Fourth in a dynasty that has
ruled the tiny Himalayan kingdom of Druk from
1907, King Jigme set the ball rolling in 1998
when he turned over the running of government
to his Council of Ministers, only stipulating that
all Ministers should be elected. The same year
he loosened his hold further by removing a ban
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on television, and in the new mﬂlennuﬁg letin !
the Internet. The proposed new statute will em-
power the elected parliament to impeach the
King with support from three-fourths of its
members. A Prime Minister from the single
largest party in Parliament, elected through uni-
versal franchise, will head the government. But
evidently, the events in Nepal, where political
instability has reigned ever since 1990 when the
country became a muiti-party democracy and
where a reactionary King recently grabbed back
absolute powers, have induced some fears of the
chaos supposed to be inherent in democracy.
This appears to be the main reason for the provi-
sion in the proposed Constitution limiting par-
liamentary elections to two political parties after
eliminating the rest in a first round of voting.
The proposed changes are certain to have an
impact on the contentious issue of citizenship in
Bhutan. The country’s southern districts border-
ing India are home to several thousands of peo-
ple of Nepali origin to whom Bhutan — fiercely
protective of its “indigenous” people and their
culture — has denied citizenship, a black mark
on the otherwise progressive record of the King.
Thousands of them live in refugee camps in
North-East India and in Nepal. It is disappoint-
ing that the proposed new Constitution has
made no attempt to resolve this major human
rights question. Considering that this was an im-
portant issue for the country’s pro-democracy
movements, it could prove to be one of the main
challenges for the rulers of a democratic Bhutan.
Except on this issue King Jigme, who ascended
the Druk throne three decades ago, has been an
enlightened leader. The bar is already high for
those who will take over the reins of the country
from him. The future leaders will need to dem-
onstrate that good governance is not just pos-
sible in a democracy, it is synonymous with it —
and is the only proven route to a high gross na- |
tional happiness.
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KATHMANDU, April 1.
— Nepal’s most outspoken
critic of King Gyanendra,
Mr Girija Prasad Koirala,
was freed from house arrest
this evening after two
months’ incarceration.

The former Prime Minis-
ter and president of the
Nepali Congress party was
under house arrest since 1
February, when Gyanendra
sacked the Sher Bahadur
Deuba government and
assumed absolute power.

Mr Koirala’s release
comes on the eve of an 11-
day countrywide shutdown
called by the Maoists from
tomorrow., The develop-
ment is a step towards an
initiative by the regime to
reach an understanding
with the political parties.

Indian ambassador to
Nepal, Mr Shiv Shankar
Mukherjee, who had tried
to meet Mr Koirala during
his detention but had been
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Mr Girija Prasad Koirala
denied permission, was
among the visitors meet-
ing the leader.

India pleased

New Delhi today welcomed
Mr Koirala’s release and
said it hoped that it would
be followed by the release
of other detained leaders
and activists, especially
UML general secretary, Mr
Madhav Kumar Nepal.
“We believe that this would
pave the way for the begin-
ning of a process of recon-
ciliation between the con-
stitutional forces leading to
a restoration of multi-party
democracy,” a statement by

‘the foreign ministry said.
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