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120 held as
, protests

sweep

KATHMANDU, MARCH 28. Police on
Monday arrested about 120 an-
ti-government activists across
Nepal as they defied a ban on
protests to show their anger at
last month’s seizure of power by
the King.

In a daring defiance of the
ban on demonstrations against
the King and the royal govern-
ment, many of the protesters
marched outside the capital’s
Central  Secretariat, which
houses the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice and several Ministries and
government offices.

“Down with autocracy. We
want democracy,” the demon-
strators said as they threw fliers
in the streets urging people to
join their movement.

They arrived in a public bus,
quickly pulled out party flags
and raised anti-government slo-
gans, surprising the police.
They were able to block traffic
for a few minutes before being
dragged away by the police,
loaded into vans and taken
away.

Nearly 50 persons were ar-
rested in front of the govern-
ment offices in Kathmandu and
another 72 persons were de-
tained in demonstrations in
nine other cities in what Nepal's
banned political parties de-
scribed as a nationwide protest.

Protesters charged

Officials said the protesters in
Kathmandu were detained at
the police station and charged
with violating government or-
ders.

It was the first time since King
Gyanendra’s February 1 take-
over and suspension of civil lib-
erties that protesters have been
able to demonstrate so close to
the main government offices.

In taking absolute power and
declaring a state of emergency,
the King said he needed to de-
feat an escalating anti-monar-
chy communist insurgency and

Nepal

root out endemic corruption
among politicians.

Since the King's power grab,
many politicians have been de-
tained or driven underground.
The new monarchist govern-
ment has released some Oppo-
sition figures in recent weeks.
Sporadic rallies to demand the
return of democracy have failed
to attract large numbers and
have been quickly broken up by
police.

Still, the main political par-
ties vowed to hold nationwide
protests on April 8 to mark the
15th anniversary of mass pro-
democracy demonstrations that
ended autocratic rule by Kings.

“We are working on strate-
gies to bring out the mass pro-
test next week. It will be joint
rallies organised by the five ma-
jor political parties,” said Kash-
inath  Adhikari of the
Communist Party of Nepal, the
second largest party.

Pakistan’s aid offer

The Government has been
under pressure from the inter-
national community to lift the
state of emergency and restore
civil liberties.

Britain and India have sus-
pended military aid while the
U.S. has said it is considering
stopping aid that Nepal needs
to fight the militants.

However, a Pakistani official
hinted on Monday that his na-
tion could offer military assist-
ance to Nepal.

The Pakistani Junior Minister
for Economic Affairs, Hina Rab-
bani Khar, said Pakistan had
pledged $5 millions in econom-
ic assistance to Nepal.

“The whole thing is for indus-
trial procurement but it can
possibly cover arms and ammu-
nition,” Mr. Khar told reporters
on arrival in Kathmandu on
Monday.

“It is up to Nepalese Govern-
ment to decide.” — AP

THE HNDY



Bhutan king takes

democracy route

Draft statute up for debate

Associated Press
Guwahati, March 27

AT A time the king of Nepal
has dismissed the government
and usurped all executive pow-
ers, the bordering Himalayan
kingdom of Bhutan has taken
a big step towards democracy.

Bhutan’s king is circulating a
draft Constitution aimed at es-
tablishing a multi-party democ-
racy that would end almost 100
years of monarchical rule in
the tiny Buddhist nation, the ed-
itor of a government-run news-
. paper said on Sunday.

The draft Constitution, whi-
ch has been in the making since
2001, provides for two Houses of
Parliament — a 75-member Na-
tional Assembly and a 25-mem-
ber National Council.

King Jigme Singye Wang-
chuk would become head of
state, but Parliament would
have the power to impeach him
by a two-thirds vote, said Kin-
ley Dorji, editor of Kuensel. The
draft Constitution was circulat-
ed on Saturday across Bhutan's
20 districts for debate among
the nation’s 700,000 people.

No date has been set for
adoption of the Constitution.
“Like every Bhutanese, I am
excited as the new form of gov-
ernment will change the way
of life in my country,” Dorji
said. The drafting committee,
set up by the king, has suggest-
ed a system different from
those in India and Bangladesh.

A primary round of elec-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Jigme Singye Wangchuk

ttonarchy s born Bhutan
became a monarchy in 1907
with Ugyen Wangchuk as the
first king. In 1910 Bhutan
became a British protectorate

dependence Bhutan became
independent in 1949

Wortd stage After years in
isolation, it gained UN
recognition in 1971

tions would be held to choose
two parties which would con-
test the general elections for
the National Assembly. The
winners would run the govern-
ment and the losers sit in the
Opposition. Doriji said the king
told district officials last week
that the Election Commission
would conduct the voting and
fund the political parties.

“The people will now read
and debate the provisions of
the draft Constitution. Later,
the king will tour the nation for
consultations before the docu-
ment is adopted,” Dorji said.
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Bhutan unveils Constitution,
- Indian imprint shows

DEVIRUPA MITRA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 26, — {tis a
tale of two monarchs in south Asia.
One who had annexed all powers
and the other who is planning %o
abdicate some of his powers.
Bhutan monarch Jigme Singye
Wangchuk made the country’s
draft Constitution public today,
while his neighbour King
Gyanendra continues to keep top
political leaders under house arrest
after dismissing the democratic
government in a “royal coup”.
Bhutan’s draft Constitution,
which was in the making since
2001 before being unveiled today,
has 34 articles, including 21 funda-
mental rights 11 fundamental
duties. While the King has exten-
sive powers, the Parliament will
have the power to impeach the
King by a two-thirds majority.
Wary of the constant bickering
among political parties in Nepal,
the Bhutan Constitution has
evolved an interesting solution.
First a primary round of elections
will be held to select only two polit-
ical parties to contest the general
elections. The party with the high-
est number of votes will be the rul-
ing party, while the second party
will act as the opposition.
Interestingly, the 39-member
Bhutan Constitution Drafting
Committee, chaired by a Chief
Justice had come to India guite a

Two-party system has been pro-
posed to replace Kzng s rule

number of times in the last two
years to consult with experts here.

Perhaps, the most important
Indian contribution has been of
senior Supreme Court advocate, K
K Venugopal, who was appointed
an advisor to the committee. He
had even visited Bhutan and met
the King in November 2003.

When contacted, Mr Venugopal
however, refused to talk about his
specific contribution as they were
“confidential”.

At an institutional level, the Lok
Sabha Secretariat has been helping
in advising on rules of procedures
and other aspects of parliamentary
functioning. Former chief election
commissioner, Mr James P
Lyngdoh had met the Drafting
Committee in September 2003.

The most recent visit was of the
Lok Sabha secretary-general, Mr G
C Malhotra in November last year.
Speaking to The Statesman, Mr
Malhotra said that (ndia is the only

country with which Bhutan has
had extensive interaction over the
drafting of the Constitution. “It is
my impression that... they are
largely dependent on India,”
he said.

The draft Constitution has some
similarity to the Indian
Constitution — for example, it pro-
poses a  bicameral system,
a National Assembly and a
National Council of 75 and 25
members each.

Recently, Bhutan has requested
India to send a senior officer to
assist in parliamentary duties, like
in drafting legislation. “We
received the letter recently from
Bhutan. Since, the Parliament ses-
sion is going on currently, we may
send an officer to Bhutan in May,
depending on circumstances,” said
Mr Malhotra.

Besides, the Bureau of
Parliamentary training and insti-
tutions will be training officials
and elected representatives of
Bhutan in their legislative rules.

Interestingly, Bhutan has also
asked for assistance in building an
hostei for members of the proposed
National Assembly who travel to
capital Thimpu from remote areas.
“It has been a problem for the
members of the Parliament to find
accorrmodation, as they mostly live
in far-off places. They have asked
for assistance, but it is for the min-
istry of external affairs to consider
it,” said Mr Malhotra.
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Nepal scribes evad

(\7

~ censors with blogS

New Delhi, March 23
(Reuters): Journalists in
Nepal are going hi-tech to
sidestep tight censorship im-
posed after last month’s royal
coup.

Outspoken web logs, or
blogs, are springing up and
being widely quoted and
linked to in the “blogos-
phere” — the mushrooming
cyberworld rapidly establish-
ing a place for itself as an al-
ternative source of news and
information.

“I feel that our very own
survival, intellectually and
mentally, depends on free-
dom,” says Dinesh Wagle, a
newspaper journalist who

runs United We Blog!
(www.blog.com.np).
“I don’t want to live like a

dead soul. So these days I am
blogging for a peaceful and
democratic Nepal,” he said in
an e-mail interview. King
Gyanendra seized power on
February 1, arresting gov-
ernment and political lead-
ers, rights activists and jour-
nalists.

He also banned media
criticism of his move, which
he said was aimed atending a
nine-year Maoist revolt that
has killed 11,000 people and
shattered the tourism and
aid-dependent economy:.

But United We Blog! and

another popular blog, the

anonymous Radio Free
Nepal
(freenepal blogspot.com),

publish interviews with ar-
rested political leaders and
news about anti-king
protests that the mainstream
media cannot.

“I am blogging the truth
as I see and as I think,” says
the print journalist running
Radio Free Nepal.

“I am telling my audience
there are pro-monarch ral-
lies and the true story behind
them (compulsory participa-
tion) ... and also that there is
not much participation in
anti-monarch rallies, along
with my feelings that there
should be democracy and the
king should step down,” he
said by e-mail.

Wagle, who coordinates
the art and style section for

ter. But I was determmed to
blog politics and everyone
was convinced.”

Hits have rocketed: from
fewer than 13,000 in January
to 65,000 in February and
more than 80,000 in the first
three weeks of March.

Nepal is one of the world’s
poorest 10 countries and few
people have computers.
Fewer still know about blogs.
Instead, United We Blog! and
Radio Free Nepal are aimed
at highlighting the country’s
plights to the outside world.

The postings have been
picked up, linked to and re-
ferred to by scores of other
blogs around the world, in-
cluding the Online Journal-
ism Review (www.ojrorg)
published by the University
of Southern California's An-
nenberg School for Commu-
nication.

Kantipur, the leading Nepali ___

language daily; is a former in-
formation technology re-
porter. He has his own web-
site (www.wagle.com.np) and
along with several friends
and colleagues has been blog-
ging since 2003. But United
We Blog! turned political
after Gyanendra seized
power.

In the beginning, the
UWB team was quite anxi
about blogging political mg
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Gyanendra must drop fixation B

lndia cannot support King Gyanendra’s bid to create poli-
tical instability; this was made clear to the Nepalese foreign
minister, Ramesh Nath Pandey, who came calling early this
month. Delhi’s stand is clear — the King must take an “early
initiative” to restore power to the people. Unless the gov-
ernment comes to terms with political parties and Maoists,
the mountain country will go to the dogs. The King might
seek the help of human rights organisations and activists who
played a role in bringing the two sides to the conference table
two years ago. To make it purposeful, there must be a mu-
tually acceptable agenda or a national consensus. A round
table conference involving all parties is another worthwhile
suggestion. On the face of it, Maoists are neither terrorists
nor followers of Mao Zedong; it was the former foreign
minister Jaswant Singh who first called them terrorists. They
are a deprived or depraved lot born of feuding parties’ failure
to govern themselves. A change of 14 governments in as many
years carries its own commentary.

It is becoming clear that ongoing army action to crush Mao-
ists is unlikely to be decisive. The release of former Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and 19 others from house
arrest just before the United Nations Human Rights Com-
mission met in Geneva, is an eyewash. Continued house
arrest of Nepali Congress and Communist Party of Nepal
{(Unified Marxist-Leninist) chiefs GP Koirala and Madhav
Kumar Nepal, respectively, confirms the King is not prepared
to change his tune. But change he must, if he is to perpetuate
the monarchy in a democratic system. Koirala was once
guoted as saying that “those who oppose the monarch will be
opposed by the soil” — a tribute reserved exclusively for King
Birendra, who not only gave the country a new constitution
but also ensured a smooth transfer from autocracy to multi-
party democracy and an effective constitutional monarchy.
Gyanendra can still hope to deserve that compliment.



UK suspends
financial aid
toNepal

HT Correspondent .
London, March 21

THE BRITISH government
will no longer provide aid
to support Nepal's police,
prison services and the
Prime Minister’s Office,
following King Gyanen-
dra’s dismissal of the gov-
ernment last month.

Britain had committed
to an aid of £2.4 million.
But £1.3 million remains
unspent and will now be
cancelled, according to the
UK’s international devel-
opment minister, Gareth
Thomas.

Thomas informed that
his government had taken
the decision after an as-
sessment of the political
situation in Nepal as well
as the UK’s partnership
with the kingdom on is-
sues related to develop-
ment.

Said Thomas, “Our as-
sistance will continue to
be reviewed. In the present
environment, we consider
it inappropriate to contin-
ue to support the police,
prison services and the
Prime Minister’s Office.”

The UK will review its
assistance to Nepal in the
light of its ability to make
an effective contribution
towards the millennium
development goals and the
safety and security of
staff. Thomas made it clear
that the security of people
working in welfare pro-
grammes is of “para-
mount importance” and
the UK would abandon any
such programme in Nepal
“in the face of increased
and unacceptable risk.”

“We need to ensure
that our programmes
continue to benefit the
poor and underprivi-
leged people in Nepal,”
Thomas remarked,
adding, “It is vital that
the government of Nepal
maintains mutually
agreed financial alloca-
tions for essential devel-
opment services such as
health, education, etc,
and not divert them for
other purposes. The an-
nouncement also ad-
dressed the sensitive is-
sue of human rights in
Nepal. “We are deeply
concerned about human
rights in Nepal and will
encourage democracy,”

. Thomas stated.

£ 2 MAR 2005
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Nepal warns all

donor countries

¥

"Keep away from pro-democracy parties’

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, March 20

EVEN AS it keenly looks
forward to the March 31 vis-
it of Chinese foreign minis-
ter Li Zhaoxing, Nepal has
formally asked India and
other donor countries to
keep away from pro-democ-
racy parties.

In a Note Verbale recent-
ly handed over to the Indian
mission, Kathmandu de-
scribed foreign diplomats’
meetings with politicians as
a violation of the Vienna
Convention. This followed
after Indian and American
diplomats met some Kkey
leaders after their release
from custody.

Nepal is cut up with In-
dia, the US and Britain par-
ticularly after they put their
military assistance to it on

No arms sﬁpply: China,

hold in the wake of the Feb-
ruary 1 royal coup. On
Thursday, Tulsi Giri, King
Gynandra’s senior most
deputy in the council of
ministers, also fired a
broadside against these
three countries for their

support to multi-party
democracy and human
rights in Nepal.

Raj Parishad (Royal
Privy Council) member and
ex-army  chief Sachit

Shumsher Rana has made
public Nepal’s willingness
to procure arms from China

to fight Maoist insurgents.

Quoting him, the Kathman-
du Post on Sunday said,
“China has offered military
cooperation to combat ter-
rorism...In case, Britain,
America, and Indian com-
pletely stop their military
aid, we will have to take the

Chinese offer.”

So far, Beijing has not
made any statement on its
reported plans to supply
weapons to Kathmandu. In
case, it agrees to send arms
to Nepal, it will mark a de-
parture from its earlier
stand on helping Kathman-
du only with non-military
assistance in its anti-Maoist
campaign. Beijing prefers

to describe Nepalese
Maoists as “ anti-govern-
ment forces”, while coun-

tries like India call them «
terrorists.”

Meanwhile, continuing
its operations against the
anti-King movement, police
arrested at least a dozen
Nepali Congress leaders
and activists when they" |
tried to stage a pro-democ®

racy demonstration hereon

Sunday. i

Nilova Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, March 20

CONTRARY TO the Nepalese monarch’s
expectations, even China has rebuffed re-
quests for Beijing to step in to fill the arms
supply deficit being faced by the Royal
Nepal Army in its war against the Maoists.

According to diplomatic sources, Chi-
nese Prime minister Wen Jaibao has re-
fused to visit Kathmandu during his forth-
coming visit to South Asia in April, despite
Nepalese requests. Such a visit would have
lent a degree of acceptability to the royal
takeover and made India’s position more
difficult.

Faced with a monarch who refuses to
even meet the Indian envoy, Shiv Shankar
Mukherjee, or listen to ‘fraternal’ Indian
advice, New Delhi’s options have been lim-
ited to steadfastly adhering to the pro-
democracy line.

There has been no rethink, official
sources indicated, at all levels of govern-
ment, on suspending military aid to Nepal
until the emergency is revoked and multi-
party democracy is restored.

While the rest of the international com-
munity, including India, have firmly re-
fused to accept King Gyanendra’s reasons
for assuming absolute power on February

1, Kathmandu had banked on possible Chi-
nese and Pakistani support, after outgoing
Pakistani ambassador, Zamir Akram, said
Islamabad would be happy to fill the arms
supply gap.

But after US Secretary of State Condol-
eezza Rice “completely concurred” with
India’s position, that democracy and civil
liberties must first be restored in Nepal,
Kathmandu’s options are increasingly lim-
ited, leading to “outbursts of frustration”
against India and other like-minded coun-
tries from people like Tulsi Giri.

The King has dug a hole for himself and
dismissing the government will backfire.
with serious consequences for the future ot
the monarchy in Nepal.

Among the positives likely to emerge
from this move is that the political parties
will unite among themselves, and probably
get the Maoists on board against the
monarchy.

The removal of the monarchy has been
among the major demands of the Maoist
insurgents and Gyanendra has provided
them a platform to ratchet up that demand. |

This is unless the King Gyanendra can |,
quickly get a ceasefire on track and per- |
suade the Maoists to come to the negotia-
tion table, which observers 5 58y is very un- |
likely. - i
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Parties reject ©

Nepal govt's
offer of talks

Kathmandu: Rejecting the
royal government’s offer of a
dialogue, major political par-
ties in Nepal have said there
was no question of holding
talks until democratic rights
were restored and emer-
gency lifted in the kingdom.

“Until and unless the King
withdraws the February 1
proclamation by lifting
emergency and restoring
fundamental democratic
rights, there is no question of
holding dialogue with the
royal government,” said Ke-
shav Baral, standing com-
mittee member of the Com-
munist Party of Nepal-UML,
the largest communist party
which has launched an anti-
_king agitation. “There is no

point in talking when the po-
litical parties are virtually
banned and all top leaders are
injail,” he said. en

——

International screws tighten further

- on Kathmandu and its King

#
By Rashmee Roshan Lall/TNN

London: In a further tightening of
the screws on Kathmandu, Britain
has said it will no longer pay for
Nepal’s police, prison services and
the office of its royalist Prime
Minister. Britain’s peremptory
withdrawal of more than one-mil-
lion of the total £ 2.4 million it had
committed is expected to hit
Nepalese budget-keeping hard.
But commentators said it might
help concentrate the mind of King
Gyanendra, who remains defiant
about his February 1 bloodless coup.
The British monetary rebuff
came as international pressure on
Kathmandu built up on Friday,
with the UN, European Union and
nine Western aid agencies criticis-
ing the accelerating pace of the
conflict between Nepalese security
forces and Maoist rebels who want
to overthrow the monarchy and re-
place it with a Communist state.

Meanwhile, a new report by the
Geneva-based International Com-
mittee of Jurists urgently called
specifically on India, the UK and
US to work together at the ongoing
UN Human Rights Commission
meeting in Geneva to “demand a
return to the rule of law and re-
spect for human rights.”

On Friday, in a quickening pace
of international censure of Kath-
mandu, the International Commit-
tee of Jurists presented first-hand
evidence gleaned by its secretary
general Nicholas Howen in Nepal at
the Human Rights meeting, devas-
tatingly describing the mountain-
ous kingdom as “a void in human
rights monitoring and protection.”

The UK’s international develop-
ment minister Gareth Thomas said

late on Friday that it was “inappro-
priate” to pay for a political and se-
curity system which caused “deep
concern about human rights”.

The joint UN, EU and aid agency
statement said the accelerating
conflict had left civilians and
refugees caught up in the struggle
exposed and cut off from aid sup-
plies and medical help.

The ICJ’s Howen, who has re-
turned to Geneva from Kathmandu,
is only the second representative of a
leading human rights organisation
to gain entry into the tiny Himalayan |
kingdom that is all but closed to the
world under the King’s state of emer-
gency. Howen said it was clear dur-
ing his visit that “human rights de-
fenders face a suffocating atmos-
phere of intimidation.”
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KATHMANDU/NEW
DELHI, March 15. — The
Maoists have expelled their
second most senior leader
Dr Baburam Bhattarai and
his wife, Ms Hisila Yami
from the party, Nepal’s
state media reported today.
The state-owned Rising
Nepal daily today carried a
report quoting
Bhattarai, the deputy chief
of the Maoists, as saying he
and Ms Yami have been
expelied by the party’s cen-
tral committee. The daily
said it had received the
news from the army. But
Maoists denied called the

Dr ’

ouster

report as “baseless”.

Army sources said the
couple was expelled about
two months ago.

A high-level Nepalese
delegation led by former
prime minister, Mr GP
Koirala, today called on
Union home minister Mr
Shivraj Patil to thank him
for the tough pro-democra-
cy stand taken by India.

The Centre has imposed
certain restrictions on inter-
viewing imprisoned
Communist Partv of Nepgl,

(Maoist) member Chandra
Prakash Gajurel, lodged in
Chennai Central Jail here
*since August 2003, in view
of his political background.

THE STATESMAN
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.. Nepal
parties take
to streets

_ O\

March }4. — While you
want to replace autocracy
by democracy, you would
have to fight without any
compromise. Nepalese
political parties did the
same at this Indo-Nepal
border town today. It was
the day to launch a nation-
wide protest against the
royal coup by King
Gynendra.

Despite a ‘royal’ securi-
ty arrangement, political
leaders hit the roads to
protest against the monar-
chy. Other than the Nepal
Communist Party
(Maoist), almost all the
political parties joined
hands for the purpose.
Rallies were organised in
at least 50 places through-
out the country.

Scribe manhandled
Photojournalist of a
Bengali daily, Mr Rupak
De Chowdhury, who also
contributes for an interna-
tional media group, was
harassed by the Nepal
police here today. As he
started clicking pictures,
he was beaten all black
and blue by the cops.
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 Maoists losing support

SUPPORT' 1S fast waning for
both the king and Maoist
rebels, as the fate of democra-
cy in Nepal hangs in limbo.

When King Gyanendra
seized power and declared
emergency on February 1,
many Nepalese thought the
move would salvage their
country from political chaos
and end a festering Maoist re-
bellion that has claimed more
than 10,500 lives. More than a
month after the royal takeover,
the kingislosing ground. Even
royalist politicians want the
monarch to retreat.

Support for the Maoist
rebels has not grown either.
Die-hard communists, who
once sympathised with them,
are becoming wary of the
rebels. “Violence gets you
nowhere. If the Maoists were
to succeed they would have
done it by now,” said Mohan
Chandra Adhikari, once hailed
as Nepal’s Nelson Mandela.

The rebels, Adhikari said,
would never win their war, nor
would they ever lose it to the
king. “Though they call them-
selves Maoists, they have long
deviated from Mao’s ideals and
even techniques,” Adhikari

T

A file photo of RNA troops
scanning Jabang for Maoists. -

said, pointing to the rebels’ hit-
and-run guerrilla warfare that
failed communist insurgents
in Latin American countries.
The Maoists have called a se-
ries of strikes and economic
blockades beginning from
Monday. Five mainstream par-
ties have decided to begin their
anti-palace stir the same day.
Rebel chief Pushpakamal Da-
hal said the stir will be fol-
lowed by a Nepal-wide 11-day
bandh from April 2.
AP, Kathmandu
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Nepal
parties to
step up
agitation

KATHMANDU, MARCH 11. Nepal
lifted the house arrest of the for-
mer Prime Minister, Sher Baha-
dur Deuba, on Friday and freed
18 political detenus, an official
said.

The decision came hours af-
ter Nepal’s top political parties
urged their members to come
out of hiding and step up their
defiance of the King’s February
1 power grab by holding wide-
spread peaceful rallies.

Top leaders of many political

- parties were put under house
arrest and more than 500 poli-
ticians and activists were de-
tained after the constitutional
monarch dismissed Mr. Deuba
and seized power.

House arrest

Top leaders from the main
political parties, the Nepali
Congress and the Communist
Party of Nepal, were still under
house arrest.

Mr. Deuba heads a splinter
group which broke away from
the Nepali Congress. Soon after
his release, he said all political
/‘leaders should be freed.
£ “Our party would work with
! others toward a peaceful move-
ment for full restoration of de-
mocracy in Nepal,” he told The
Associated Press. ‘'We are open
.to a dialogue with the king so
‘that a multiparty government is
restored and elections are
‘held.”

A key politician dismissed the
Government action as a mere
ploy in the face of mounting in-
ternational pressure on King
Gyanendra to allow political ac-
tivity.

The release also came two
days before the Foreign Minis-
ter, Ramesh Nath Pandey, was
to leave for Switzerland to at-
' tend a U. N. meeting on human
; rights. — AP

THE HINDU
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Pakistan “ready”
““toarm Nepal

KATHMANDU, MARCH 11. Pakistan
was ready to supply arms Nepal
needs to fight Maoist rebels, it’s
envoy to Kathmandu said today.

India and Britain stopped mil-
itary aid to Nepal's poorly
equipped forces after King Gya-
nendra sacked the Government
saying political leaders had
failed to end the Maoist revolt
and restore peace.

“We have offered possibilities
of training. We are also ready to
provide arms if that is required
by Nepal,” the outgoing Pakista-
ni Ambassador, Zamir Akram,
told state-run The Rising Nepal
daily. Mr. Akram did not give de-
tails of arms Islamabad was will-
| ing to give Nepal-— Reuters

42 MAR 2008
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Kathmandu, March 11:Ina
development ostensibly aimed
at appeasing the international
community including India,
the Nepal government today
released former Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba along
with 20 other leaders and
cadres of various political
parties.

The release took place two
days after foreign minister
Rameshnath Pandey returned
to Kathmandu after atwo-day
official visit to New Delhi.

Among those released
were former home minister
Purna Bahadur Khadka,
spokesperson of the Nepali
Congress (Democratic) Mi-
nendra Rijal, former lawmak-
er of the Nepali Congress Hari
Bhakta Adhikari and his
party colleague Haribol Bhat-
trai.

India, the US and Britain
have set several pre-condi-
tions for resuming military

aid to Nepal. Topping the list '

is the release of political pris-
oners and restoration of fun-
damental rights.

Deuba was sacked by King
Gyanendra by a royal procla-
mation on February 1 and im-
mediately placed under house
arrest. However, Communist
Party (UML) general secre-
tary Madhav Kumar Nepal,
Nepali Congress president
Girija Prasad Koirala and Peo-

nnnnnn
Amik Sherchan continue to
remain under house arrest.

Talking briefly to the press
after his release, Deuba said
he was against the royal
takeover and asked the gov-
ernment to release other de-
tained leaders as well. He also
backed the five-party al-
liance’s protest programmes.

Deuba is scheduled to hold
a press conference at his resi-
dence tomorrow.

Minendra Rijal said he was
released by the 1st battalion of
the Armed Police Force,
Nazxal, in central Kathmandu
while 17 more leaders and
cadres of various parties, in-
cluding Hari Bhakta Ad-
hikari, were released from
Kharipati in eastern Kath-
mandu.

Nepali Congress (Democ-
ratic) acting president Gopal
Man Shrestha welcomed the
release-of his-party’steader
and said that this was a step
forward in finding a solution
to the present crisis.

Pak aid

Pakistan was ready to supply
arms Nepal needs to fight
Maoist rebels, it’s envoy to
Kathmandu said today, a move
that could upset India and
Britain who have stopped mili-
tary supplies to the Hi-
malayan nation.
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Sher Bahadur Deuba
in Kathmandu after
his release. (AFP)
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After India, Nep al
looks to China .

Keshav Pradhan .
Kathmandu, March 10

NEPAL ON Thursday made a
fresh bid to win international
support for the February 1 royal
coup. This comes amid news re-
ports about King Gyanendra’s
possible visit to China in April
and a day after New Delhi re-
turned Nepalese foreign minis-
ter Rameshnath Pandey virtual-
ly empty-handed.

In continuation of its desper-
ate campaign for international
aid, Kathmandu now seemed to
be ready to put India and China
on an equal footing. Speaking at
a function hosted by the Nepal
Council of World Affairs,
Pandey said Nepal was looking
forward to a fruitful interaction
and strong economic.ties with
China in 2005 that marks the
50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations
between the two nations.

Pandey added that Kathman-
du sought “independence, secu-
rity, peace and development” in
its ties with India and China
based on “goodwill and mutual
coopkration.”

In the presence of a host of
diplomats, he expressed the hope
that New Delhi would help the
king in his efforts to restore
peace and hold elections. He ex-
pressed concern at a possible
nexus between Nepalese Maoists
and Indian outfits who share a
common ideology.

The monarch is expected to
tour China after Chinese minis-
ter for foreign affairs Li Jhao
visits Nepal later in March. The
state-run Gorkhapatra daily on

Cartoon to the rescue

NEPAL'S NEWSPAPERS ha-
ve found a way to beat media
censorship. Cartoonist Ra-
jesh K.C. is among a handful
trying to illustrate what can-
not be said in words. He wor-
ks for the country's largest
daily Kantipur. One cartoon
showed three top leaders, un-
der house arrest for weeks,
trying to find a barber to trim
their increasingly long hair.
AP, Kathmandu

Thursday described as “mature
diplomacy” China, Pakistan and
Russia’s decision to treat the
royal takeover as “Nepal’s inter-
nal affair.” At the same time, it
obliquely tried to rake up the
controversy over the genesis of
Tamil extremism in Sri Lanka.
Pandey said Nepal attached a
lot of importance to its ties with
Japan, the US and the EU. (Like
India, the latter two have linked
their aid to democracy and basic
rights). He spent sizeable time ex-
plaining how deeply Kathmandu
is devoted to multi-party democ-
racy and human rights.
Meanwhile, concerned over
the situation in Nepal, the US has
asked the Nepalese government
to refrain from arresting political
activists and ensure a rapid re-
turn of multi-party democracy.
“We have seen media reports
about additional arrests but can-
not confirm them. We remain
concerned about continuing cur-

THE HDUSTAN TIMIFS

bs on civil liberties and reports
of further arrests in Nepal,” US
State Department spokesman
Ricahrd Boucher said.

He said the US had repeatedly
called on the government of Nep-
al to promptly release detainees,
end house arrests, restore civil
liberties and freedom of the me-
dia all in the context of arapidre-
turn to multiparty democracy.

“The way forward to defeat
the Maoist insurgency is clear: a
political process open to all who
wish to participate peacefully,
combined with a determined ef-
fort to bring to justice those that
use terror or violence to advance
their goals,” he added.

The US’ reaction follows re-
ports that Nepalese authorities
arrested 300 activists during
anti-king protests on Thursday.

World Bank halts aid

THE WORLD Bank has halted its
proposed US$ 70 million loan as-
sistance to Nepal. The agreed re-
form actions have not been com-
pleted and the bank does not in-
tend to process the loan during
the current fiscal year, country di-
rector Ken Ohashi told the board
of executive directors. The board
expressed concern about security
and the implementability of proj-
ects, Ohashi said and added the
bank will watch whether Gyanen-
dra demonstratescommitment to
the country's development visit.

The bank said it will consult
closely with other development
partners in assessing the prog-
ess the government makes in re-
form implementation.

11 MAR 2005
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ill King Gyanendra succeéd in quelling the Maoist re-

bellion when democratically-elected governments and )
two pro-palace ministries have failed? More importantly,
what good can come from prolonging the standoff? Since the
King stepped in, the political crisis has deepened and it was
only to be expected he would call the shots to bring about a
semblance of political peace. But by extending the house ar-
rests of top political leaders by a month and slapping a fresh
ban on newspapers from reporting on army action against the
Maoists — and there is no guarantee that these are short
term measures — he seems bent on suppressing legitimate
dissent. Admittedly, the Maoists’ refusal to talk has streng-
thened the case for firm military action but little could the
people have imagined the King using helicopters to hunt
rebel forces widely blamed for the present chaos. That more
than 120 rebels have been killed in less than five weeks, 54 in
a single day, is evidence of the frightening scale of counter-in-
surgency. Now with most foreign benefactors and the World
Bank temporarily putting aid on hold, it is doubtful whether
palace troops can maintain the momentum for long.

Instead of considering the impact on Nepal’s economy, the /
King shot his bolt by asking donor countries to explain their
“agendas” in suspending aid when he was “fighting” against
terrorism and in aid of democracy. He has missed the mes-
sage: he must restore democracy. No donor country would
like to see its funds diverted to buy weapons to use against a /
native population. Time is running out and Gyanendra mus
consider the spectre of being a king without a country. /‘
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By Suman Pradhan

Kathmandu: Up to late 2001
when it was not fighting
Nepal’'s Maoist rebels, the
Royal Nepalese Army (RNA)
was known more for its cere-
monial pomp and grandeur
than its fighting abilities. The
RNA regularly held parades
and ceremonies marking var-
jous religious and royal func-
tions and earned the monick-
er “a ceremonial army.”
That tradition has contin-
ued even four years after be-
ing pressed into battle
against the Maoist insur-
gents. While a significant
chunk of the RNA’s 78000-
man army is out either fight-
ing the rebels or corralling
democratic politicians to
obey the new royal regime, a
tiny portion held a gala cere-
mony to mark, of all things,

holiest festivals.

Helicopter
swirled overhead and troops
marched and galloped on
horsebacks as a bevy of roy-
als, including King Gyanen-
dra, and dignitaries which
included the entire diplo-
matic corps and senior gov-
ernment officers, attended
the annual ceremony;

And as they do every year,
the choppers staged a mock
military offensive against
tiny huts erected overnight
on the vast parade grounds,
disgorging  commandoes
rappelling down ropes and
shooting the hut to
smithereens. A tiny aircraft
flew overhead, disgorging
more paratroopers showing
their parachuting skills.

As crowds of onlookers
watched from the periphery
of the parade grounds,
something un-routine oc-
curred. RNA soldiers hauled

Shivaratri, one of Hindu’s

gunships

Female Nepali soldiers march in Tundhikhel during the army day function on Tuesday

Kathmandu: A newly appointed Nepalese
minister has been caught on the wrong
foot, publicly admitting lapses on the part
of the administration at a time any criti-
cism of the king, direct or indirect, is
banned. Education and sports minister
Radhakrishna Mainali on Monday said
that Nepal’s “weak diplomatic mecha-
nism” was to blame for the failure of the
government to convince the international
community that the Feb 1 royal takeover
was needed to combat the escalating
Maoist insurgency.

Speaking at a media interaction organ-
ised by Reporters’ Club, a Kathmandu-

Minister caught criticising diplomatic failure

based forum for journalists, Kainali said:
“It is our own weakness that we are not ef-
fective in convincing some of our foreign
friends regarding the current crisis and
need for a state of emergency to safeguard
democracy.”

The minister, who was earlier a member
of the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified
Marxist Leninist that is opposed to King
Gyanendra, deviated from the state line by
calling the Maoist insurgency “a political
activity” that should be “resolved politi-
cally from within the constitutional frame-
work of multi-party democracy and con-
stitutional monarchy”. ians

in heavy equipment, includ-
ing anti-aircraft guns ac-
quired from China in the
late 1980s, and freshly ac-
quired white armoured
troop carriers from UN
peace-keeping missions.
These weapons were rarely

shown before, but were out
on parade today. Remarked
one astute observor, “in the
old days, the ceremony ap-
peared to be aimed at fright-
ening Kathmandu residents
into submission. But today,
it looks more like the RNA

wants to showcase its UN
peace-keeping abilities by
parading the big white ar-
moured carriers acquired in
front of diplomats.”

The remark hits straight at
the struggle for the RNA’s
soul. Criticised stridently by

Nepal army marks festival with usual pomp

domestic and international
groups for human rights
abuses in the Maoist war, the
RNA is keen to maintain its
lucrative contribution to UN
peace-keeping missions
abroad. RNA contingents are
currently helping keep the
peace in Sierra Leone and
the Congo, and have also
served in the West Asia and
the Balkans. Such missions
not only bring fame and pres-
tige, but also military hard-
ware and much needed cash
for Nepal’s fighting forces.

The UN peace-keeping
missions have been a source
of pride for this tiny nation,
but continued rights abuses
could jeopardise the assign-
ments. The UN Commission-
er for Human Rights Louise
Arbour, during a visit to

Kathmandu in January,
explicitly linked the RNA's
human rights record to fu-
ture peace-keeping mis-
sions. And that was before
the royal putsh. After King
Gyanendra seized power on
February 1, Nepal's regime
and its army’s rights record
have come under increasing
international scrutiny.

“We all want RNA to con-
tinue with its contribution to
peace-Reeping  missions,”
says an editor of a leading
newspaper who declined to
be identified. “But it will have
to impress donors with its
rights record, not just Kath-
mandu-based diplomats.”

Meanwhile, Kanakmani
Dixit, publisher and editor
of a Nepali language fort-
nightly Himal Khabarpatri-
ka, who was arrested for
criticising the emergency ,
was released after a brief de-
tention on Monday night.
Dixit, a senior journalist,

was arrested fregm his house
at8 pm. /m
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TOKYO PLEDGES GRANTS TO KING’S REGIME

Boost to Gyanendra

KATHMANDU, March 7.
— Nepal’s new regime
headed by King Gyanendra
got its first shot in the arm
from abroad today with
Japan, one of its biggest
donors, pledging two grants
totalling 3,301 million yen
(over $31 million) for eco-
nomic adjustments and
social development.
Japan’s ambassador to
Nepal Mr Tsutomu Hirao-
ka signed two separate
agreements with Nepalese
finance secretary Mr
Bhanu Prasad Acharya
here today, including a $14
million grant assistance for
Nepal’s economic adjust-
ment efforts and to help it

overcome economic diffi-
culties, particularly indebt-
edness, and $17 million for
socio-economic develop-
ment, a food production
increase programme.

The Japanese aid is the
first fresh assistance to
come in since the 1 Feb-
ruary takeover of power by
the king. The royal coup
resulted in the majority of
donor countries suspend-
ing assistance to Nepal,
preferring to assess the
developments first.

Besides, military assis-
tance has also been hit with
India and the UK suspend-
ing aid to the Royal
Nepalese Army and the US
still mulling its decision.
Though India says its eco-
nomic cooperation will

dontinue and Tast week two
projects in the education
and health sectors got off
the ground, no new India-
aided project has been ann-
ounced since 1 February.

Koirala’s kin worried

Octogenarian Opposition
leader Mr Girija Prasad
Koirala, who is under
house arrest since last
month, has been denied
access to his doctors and
relatives, family sources
said, adds PTI. The former
Prime Minister suffers
from heart problems, hy-
pertension and asthma. Mr
Koirala’s nephew Shashank
and his wife Suphatra, both
doctors, are also not all-
owed to meet him.

THE STATESMAN
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expressing concern over the

safety of arrested political
leaders in the kingdom and
asked for their early release.
This step obviously showed
India’s concern for democratic
forces in the kingdom was not
concealed but clearly articu-
lated. After all, many of them
had maintained excellent re-
lations with Indian leaders for a
relatively long time.

The Indian ambassador to
Nepal, Shiv Shankar Mukherjee,
when approached by the chief of
the staff of the Royal Nepal
Army, Gen Pyar Jung Thapa, for
seeking an assurance on conti-
nuance of arms supply to Nepal,
remained non-committal. Ins-
tead, the Indian ambassador
chose the occasion to convey
India’s concern over develop-
ments in Nepal.

Invitation to COAS

Earlier aiso, the Indian ambas-
sador had conveyed his views to
the new Nepal foreign minister,
Ramesh Nath Pandey. General
JJ Singh, who was invited to
Nepal, aimost immediately after
assuming the post of COAS in
India, declined the invite.
Significantly, the COAS of India
holds the rank of an honorary
general in the RNA and vice-
versa. Obviously, his visit to
Nepal at this juncture would
have been construed as India’s
acquiescence in all the hap-
penings.

Not less significantly, India
prevented Nepal from gaining
political legitimacy — regional
or international — in the wake
of the developments on 1 and 2
February. One of the first an-
nouncements that King Gyan-
endra made was that he would
attend the 13th Saarc summit at
Dhaka slated to commence on 6
February.

After all, now he is both the
head of state and government:
either position empowers him to
attend the Saarc summit. Ear-
lier, though, the Nepali monarch
had established links between
the changes at home and the
Saarc summits by not attending
the summits since 1990 when the
fifth summit was held in Male,
capital of Maldives. In any case,
it would have been the maiden
presence of Gyanendra at any
Saarc summit.

India also lost nb time in

7\;’}

By PARMANAND

Indeed, India lost no time - by
citing the reason of security
scene in Dhaka and political
developments in Nepal — in an-
nouncing its decision not to par-
ticipate in the summit. Needless
to stress, these developments
should not have left anyone in

doubt on the way in which the
Indian diplomacy was moving.
India has been, from the outset,
insisting that Nepal should not
deviate from the system of cons-
titutional monarchy based on
multiparty democracy.

Original interpretations

King Gyanendra, though, had
his own and original interpre-
tations of “constitutional mon-
archy”. Whereas the whole ra-
tional world interprets “consti-
tutional monarchy” as “limited”,
“titular” or “ornamental” mon-
archy, to King Gyanendra it was
nothing sort of “active”, “pro-
active” or “constructive” monar-
chy and by showing his allergy to
political parties, he had rarely
left anyone in doubt that he
wanted to be a power-concen-
trating monarch — and that too
in the 21st century or the new
millennium.

Maybe other states having
diplomatic relations with Nepal
or helping Nepal economically
and militarily in a variety of ways
and manners did not feel the
impact as did the Indian govern-

THE STATESMAN

ment and people of India, but
they did not lag behind in
expressing themselves on the de-
velopments. Some rather expres-
sed themselves strongly.

The US state department’s
condemnation was virtually id-
entical to India’s reaction.

Spokesman Richard Boucher

said: “Nepal should make an
immediate move towards the
restoration of multiparty demo-
cratic institutions under the con-
stitutional monarchy. We con-
tinue to urge the Maoists to ab-
andon their armed struggle and
to join the political mainstream
through dialogue”.

Not less significantly, the Uni-
ted Nations Secretary General,
Kofi Annan, expressed grave
concern and called for the resto-
ration of democratic freedom.
The Secretary General’s spokes-
person stated: “The Secretary
General views these actions as a
serious setback for the country.
He does not believe that they
will bring lasting peace and
stability in Nepal. Steps should
be taken to restore democratic
freedoms”. Not lagging behind,
Britain threatened to withdraw
economic assistance to Nepal in
view of the state of emergency.
Stressing restoration of demo-
cracy. British foreign office min-
ister Douglas Alexander sum-
moned the Nepalese ambas-
sador in London to convey the

o ‘\,1, | FoIIowmg Pressures The ng W|II Do Well To Retrace His Steps

UK government’s grave concern
about political developments in
Nepal.

Nepal’s northern neighbour.
China, which happens to enjoy
that status only because of the
latter’s usurpation of Tibet in
the 1950s, was more cautious in
its comment. It was apparently
intriguing in the light of the
overall reaction of the inter-
national community. But then
China has been changing its
postures vis-a-vis Nepal.

Arms supplier

This time around, China said
it was an “internal” affair. Fears,
indeed, loom large in Nepal and
international diplomatic circles
ask whether China would step in
to fill the gap as an arms sup-
plier. Various stories are doing
the rounds that Nepal’s Crown
Prince Paras, during his recent
visit to China, had shown keen
interest in arms manufactured
there. On its part, india has be-
gun to engage China on Nepal.
Analysts, in any case, have to
walk a tightrope for the present.

Russia’s reaction was most
origmal. On 2 February, it ex-
pressed the hope that Nepal
wopld cope with its problems
itsélf, and not at the expense of
democracy. Russian foreign
ministry said that Moscow was
watching the developments
closely. It stated: “Russia and
Nepal are linked to long-stand-
ing relations, based on mutual
sympathy and cooperation. It is
to be hoped that friendly Nepal
will be able to resolve its prob-
lems itself and the realisation of
stabitiiv and security will go
hand in hand with the streng-
thening of democracy, social and
economic progress”.

The international community,
through its skilled and effective
diplomacy has, by and large, not
only disapproved of King Gyan-
endra’s steps, but also, in the
given framework, spelt out what
steps it might take. The com-
ments of states like China,
Pakistan and Bangladesh do not
seem to be finding supporters or
sympathisers. King Gyanendra
would do well to retrace his steps
at the earliest — if for nothing
else, then at least to make a last-
ditch effort to save the office
that he holds.

(Concluded)

QQ Mak 2005



-

(‘uewsayel§ oY, fO puapuodsaLio))
paspg-npuvwappy Y3 S doymp  AYJ)

. UOOS MOT[O] [[IM SUOLJEXB[SI 13110
‘GurdeInoous 3q 0] SONUNUOO UOHENHS )
J1,, ‘skes Kopueq  ‘Aouddrows jo uonsodun
a3y} JO SINOY O¢ UIYIM PSLEIS (SUONILIISAL
JO) suonexe[oy,, (Pesesdr 3q Areniqodg
1 WOI1j UOHBURIAP 19pUN P[AY  SI9PEI]
reonyod oyl e usyp (dIySIOsudd BIpOW
pue s)ySu [ejusurepun) jo uoisuadsns oy}
Pm Huodiows Jo s dYl Noge 1BYM

Korrowsp pue ALnoss ‘oead
Jo sansst diseq dy} Uo Fury oYy pue (jedoN
u1 Aerowap Aednnw unaoddns ore oyMm)
AJIUNUILIOO [BUOHBLIINUL 9y} U9IMIdq SpUtW
J0 jwod Sunoow e SI 919y} OF "WSHOLD)
30 eIy} oY} woxy AdrIdoWwsp Apednnur 109
-01d 01 Apajiun yIom 0) AJ2I00S [IAI JO SI3q
-wow pue ersyuagiyIur oy ‘sented feonrod
e jo uoneSiqo ayy sI 31 pres sey Sury AL,
'sonaed [eonnod oUi Yim wapuE] Ul YoM
01 sjuem Suny oy sKes 19ISTUI ISI[BA0I DY L,
Aunoos pue aoead Jo uonel01sal
721 508 OS[E [[IM S1OLISIP Jayo ‘uoddns sy son
-UnuOd AJUNWIOD [BUOLBUIdUL Y] J] "SUWil
3uoj Areuondaoxe ue soie oorad Fukolua

[

a1e npuswiyey jo a[doad ayf urdemooud
st Suluurdoeq oy) pue unSoq isnl aaey oM,
"uoO0S SIOUISIP ISYI0 01 Papudlxd 2q (M U
18y} pUB ‘NPUBWIIEY Ul AJUNOSS P210Isal sey
juauIIaA03 ay shes Aapue ] ‘Areniqaq g1 uo
ueSoq 18y} 3pex00]q ISI0BA] 33 Sutpreday
Jsuonenodau ygnoly) sanjno
-4JIP [[® 9A[OSSI pUEB AJLINIBW PUE SSOUSNOLIIS
1o aa01d 01 sABY A\ "OSO[ [[IM UOnEU )
— ULM [[I4 SUO OU ‘I [IAID B JO 9SED U[,, “SIoU
UM OU 3q [[iM 1oy} suonned Adpued ‘UoIs
50138 [oY1 onUnuOd $[9gal Ayl pinoys
.°01 WY} SISLIOYINE SIepuril Y3 Jeym op
ued Koy “orepurew s afdoad oy 198 £dy) 20UQ
s1oypo sk samuniinddo pue sySu owres
ot 108 [ Aoy ‘weansurew oy utof Aoy §1
“Koeoowap Auedinu Jo SaN[EA Y3 U0 9315k
proys Aoyl -wspoued oq pinoys jurod
Juneow 9y 1Ry} I UOHIpuod Sy sonfjod
weonsurewl wol 0} ISR a1 01 pajeadde
Aorignd sey Surs| 9y 1, “1ea)d st ‘skes oy ‘Aoudl
-msu oy} Suipsedar Aorjod JUSWUIdA0D
sIaquudwu aJe eipu] pue fedoN yorym
JO ‘0IBES JO UBLLITRYD JY} SE 001 1By} puV,
“skes Kopuey |, ‘wiy pafIed oym NJ Tumsted
o) SeM 1 “ZIZY {[BD 10U pIp Fur Sl
BIPU] J[paau 01 1dwane uw eyl 1. us]

<

Joddns [euoijeuisiul
PSNUIIUOD JO JUBPHUOD S!I 8y Jeyl

DUE A1ISS900U B SBM Janosxe) [eAos au)

1.yl YVMHVS YNHS3ANS sliel Aspued
UieN ysewey Jaisiuiul ubiaio) osojedaN

* Sury oy Jo uorsjndwo)

“mojnd s eIpu] 01 S0P JWWNS dIees 3Yi Jo
Juswauodisod ays 1e jusunuoddesip s jedoN
paleys ueispjed eyl 1oej oy pasiseydwo
os[e ‘19A09Ye} 3y} 19ye Fury oyl YIim yeads
01 Iopea| UBoI10] ISIY Y} Sem ZIZY eyl Sut
-3y ‘npurwyiey ul Assequig fueispied
o) woly Juawalels vy [edoN Jo Idnew
[Pwom ue dnoo [eAOI Sy} S[[ed 001 UBISed
‘grssmy pue BUIY) 9§ ‘Hoddns s peqewels]
Jo wiy uumsse pue suoyd 9y} UO (oIeuow
oy o1 Supjeads ziZzy jeyneyS IAISIUIA
oL TURISIYeJ JO EIpoW [e00] dy3 ut spodal
a1om 210yl ‘siomod QANNOOX  PAWINSSE
pue JuoWILIAA0F eqno( Inpeyed 194S oy
payoes eIpuaueAn) Jury oYy oreooadioos
W smoquSiau AJpudLy INO Jeyl JUIPHUOD
ale 9pp "sInoqudiou syl Jo Aue jsuiese pasn
aq 01 fros s,edaN moje 01 ou st Adrjod Fus
-pueRls S USWUIIAOS INo,, ‘Sppe Y Jpouidd
-uoo 2Ie suoneIApiSUOd [eonrjod se Iej
se ng,, “uoudwwoudyd [ewou A19A € SI SUIZL
110 8. 10Y10 Yord Aq S[oae1) 9a1j jeyy uado pue
opis 0s 218 suoyeaI fedoN-opu] sAes Aopued
‘1o s1sa101d Suny-nue Sunieis pue eIpuj Ol
Suoayy s1apea| [eanfod s JedoN Juipreday
_PIPUT Y)IM SJWIIUWOD S} In0ge

SNOLIAS A12A SI JUSWILIAAOT 9 | “Aoudsedsuen
pUE SSoUNURI} I0j [[0 M, 'SABS 3 LA
-nuoddo pajsem Jo A1o3s e st suopefal [edaN
-opuj jo sreak Agrq,, “swofoid redaN-opul
wr ssa1501d pue erpuy Jnoqyaiau yim diysuor
-ejo1 onewdeld e s39s IaySUTW USIaI0) SYL
.o Junsem Jo peaisul jel) ajenoxdde
pInoYs Ajunwwod [euolewraur Y, Aoer
-oowap Auednnuu ou 9q Ued 213y} ‘SUONOE
N0 PUR SUOII[d OU 3q Ued 213y} AJLIND3S
pue 20rad JO UONRIOIST AU} INOYIM 1By} UOS
-say oty wres] 03 soud Aaeay e pred [edoN K
-LNoas pue 20ead 2103$3I 0} JUSUIILIOD JTf
-qnd syt Sunuswojdut ut [ngssa0ons st fedaN J1
popIengages aq [[IM BISY JINOS Ui ABIOWSP
pue AN[IQRIS "PHOM ) A[[ETIIUIAD pUe uorgar
amud oY) Jo omny pue 0ead Inq,, ‘skes
1ISIUTW 3y} OyeIs Je ST jeyl AILnoos pue
aoead s edoN A[uo jou st 1, "A[pajun 11 1eq
-woo 01 21n[re} saned reoniod sy pue Aousd
-1nsul 1SI0BJA] SUIMoIs a4l AQ PIIE)ISSIIoU Sem
10A02)E] [BAOI Jy) ‘Aopued 0} SUIPIOdOY
" UOISIO0P ST} 93e) 0} Sury 9y Jo uorsinduiod
Y} POOISIOPUN JABY SILIUNOD A[pudLy InO
1B JUSPYUOD We I, 'sAeS 9y oes} 0} joeq
felowap Auedninuw Fullq ued am Jey) os
SuONPad ploy pue Aunoas pue aoead 2101531
01 suoy? 1no poddns 01 SJUOUILLIOAOT 9Al}
->adsaz YL JO 20URINSSEA! (3M JOBQ W00
S ematnnn £pusly nc Jo SIOpessequie
o 1wspyuod we I, “Hoddns jeuoneurajul
penunuod Jo jUApHuUod st Ay skes Aopued
[reN ysowey Jojsiunu udioioy mau s jedoN
Jlsnu om Jeym
Op 1SN 9M pue 1snut A3Y1 1eyM Aes jsnu A1)
*3A0UI I} PIWOI[AM ABY SWOS PUB UOKIE]
-smessIp possaxdxo dABy owios,, y3noyy Jey)
189[ 1 SpRW OS[e SeY BIPUSUBAD 3ury] Aq
popeay owidor Mdu d) — SIudSInsul ISIOB]N
oY) Tequiod 0} Aressaoou seam dnoo [ekos o
JeU) — 314 JO Jurod s)1 998 AUNULOD [BUOY
-ewIO)UI 3y} g 03 Fuikly YA “IIAIMOH
-a5e1s [eonuId AI3A ® Je spuejs Aorjod uSoroy
5 JedoN ‘HOOS UOISIDAP B 0} W00 03 pardadxa
VS 2u3 pue [edoN 01 douesisse
A Jo UOISUASNS  paounou
-ue 3uiaey M) 9yl pue epUl HLE

08 MAR 2003

THE STATESMAN



NEP AL AND THE WORLD-I

e
N

“ A

he actions of King Gyan-
Tendra Bir Bikram Shah

Dev of Nepal on 1 and 2
February — which included
dismissal of the broad-based
four-party coalition of Sher
Bahadur Deuba, imposition of
emergency, suspension of fun-
damental human and civil rights,
including the right to private
property, imposition of censor-
ship on the Press, snapping of
communications with the out-
side world and, above all, assum-
ing direct and all executive pow-
ers in his hands for no less than
three years — almost imme-
diately made the international
community and international
diplomacy immensely active and
effective.

Landlocked

It was not unnatural. Nepal is
no longer living in the socio-
political and economic isolation

of the 18th and 19th centuries..
Nepal’s economy remains hugely

dependent on foreign aid. Even
as an internationally recognised
sovereign independent state, the
landlocked mountain kingdom is
member of various international
and regional organisations like
the UN, Nam, Saarc, WTO and
BIMSTEC. True, Nepal is not a
member of the Commonwealth,
* for it was never technically colo-
nised: It is altogether a different
matter that its permanently non-
colonised status was mainly due
to its incapacity of getting eco-
nomically exploited.

And, in any case, the British,
the then colonial master of
neighbouring India, had forced
Nepal to supply Gorkhas to its
troops through the 1816 Treaty
of Sugauli. Indeed, during the
first war of India’s independence
(1857), the First (1914-1918) and
Second (1939-45) World Wars as
many as 45,000 young Gorkhas
were killed and 40,000 incapaci-
tated. It underlined, in practical

The author-is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi

International Community Becomes Active

By PARMANAND

terms, how sovereign and inde-
pendent Nepal had been.

India was the first country to
react on the happenings in
Nepal. In fact, India was quite
aware of what had been hap-
pening and what was brewing. Its

interest in Nepal’s affairs is na-
tural: it’s one of the only two
direct neighbours of the moun-
tain kingdom, the other being
China. As India borders Nepal
in the south, east and the west,
the latter is also known as an
India-locked state. India’s secu-
rity is, inter alia, highly depen-
dent on various happenings in
Nepal.

Confrontation

The huge and open border
between the two countries ——
where travel takes place without
paper requirements like pass-
port and visa — has constantly
facilitated interaction between
Indians and Nepalis since time

immemorial. And the people-to-
people relations have always
been strong, notwithstanding
differences in perceptions on
various occasions.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security met under the Prime

Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh’s
chairmanship on 1 February to
discuss the impact of the Nepal’s
development on the region. In a
fairly lengthy statement by the
ministry of external affairs, it
was stated on 1 February:
“These developments constitute
a serious setback to the cause of
democracy in Nepal and cannot
but be a cause of grave concern
to India”. India also took the
position that the King had “vio-
lated” the principle of multi-
party democracy and consti-
tutional monarchy by forming a
government under his chair-
manship.

The MEA statement also said
that the developments bring the
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monarchy and the mainstream
political parties in “direct con-
frontation” with each other.
Quite significantly, it also said:
“This can only benefit the force
that not only wish to undermine
democracy but the institution of
monarchy as well”.

Indian political parties of
various hues did not lag behind.
After all, very many of them are
related in various democratic
activities to some political par-
ties in India’s northern neigh-
bourhood. Terming King Gyan-
endra’s step as “anti-democra-
tic”, the CPI-M Politburo said in
a statement that the Nepal King
took the step at a time when “his
credibility a$ a constitutional
monarchy itself has not been
established among the people”.
The secretary of the CPI, D
Raja, said that it was a “retro-
grade step in a neighbouring

i country”.

- Democracy

The All India Forward Bloc
general secretary, Debabrata
Biswas, described the 1 February
developments as “dangerous for
democracy”. Biswas, significan-
tly, also said that ultra Leftists
should realise that their attem-
pts against democracy had end-
ed in power going to the mon-
archy. The Revolutionary So-
cialist Party of India called the
developments “a brutal murder
of democracy” and “a great
setback to democratic forces”.

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
the most important constituent
of the opposition National De-
mocratic Alliance, seemed to be
in line with the mainstream
political parties’ and people’s
feelings — of course, in a guar-
ded manner. Its general secre-
tary, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said:
“We have always believed in
democracy and multiparty sys-
tem. The developments in Nepal
are a matter of concern and we
are keeping a watch on the
situation”.

(To be concluded)
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Royal
\‘; R

Pressure.

tells on
Nepal
king

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, March 3: King
Gyanendra may take the first
step towards restoring nor-
mality to Nepal with the re-
lease of political leaders in the
next few days.

Sources said indications
from Kathmandu are that the
king, who has been facing
mounting pressure from India
and the international commu-
nity — particularly the US and
the European Union — may
start releasing the democratic
party leaders by next week.

Gyanendra had taken
them into custody since Feb-
ruary 1 when he dismissed the
Sher Bahadur Deuba govern-
ment and declared emergency.

He may still be dragging
his feet on giving time to Indi-
an ambassador Shiv Shankar
Mukherjee for a meeting, but
the signs show that the king
has started wilting under pres-
sure.

Foreign minister K. Nat-
war Singh is scheduled to ma-
ke a statement in Parliament
soon, clarifying India’s stand
on Nepal’s “political turmoil”
and, probably, stressing the
need for immediate restora-

' tion of democracy there.

India wants Gyanendra to
release all political leaders, lift
emergency, start talks with
democratic leaders for a per-
manent solution to the Maoist

jail gesture brews

Nepali Congress Party activists protest against King

Gyanendra in Kathmandu on Thursday. (AFP)

problem, and
democracy.

India has withheld arms
supplies to Nepal since Febru-
ary 1, which the palace sees as
Delhi’s attempt to mount pres-
sure on the king.

But Delhi has felt encour-
aged by the strong statements
emerging from the West, par-
ticularly the US and the Euro-
pean Union, and the World Ba-
nk’s decision to withhold de-
velopment aid to Kathmandu.

Singh’s scheduled state-
ment may re-emphasise the In-
dian call for democracy in
Nepal.

Mukherjee was sent back
there over a week ago with a

strengthen

THE TELEGRAPH

strong message for Gyanen-
dra, asking him to take imme-
diate steps to restore democra-
cy. Since then, the kKing has not
given the ambassador time for
a meeting. This is unusual for
a Nepal monarch as he rarely
keeps an Indian ambassador
waiting for more than a week
for an “audience”.

South Block sees Gyanen-
dra’s detision as'an attempt to
register his protest against
Delhi’s refusal to support him.
But he may now be inclined to
look for a way out of the tight
corner he has pushed himself
into and may meet the Indian
ambassador to accomplish
this.

Stock
pile-up on
fresh fear

1 HEMANTH

Kathmandu, March 3: The
government, anticipating rei-
mposition of the Maoists’ nati-
onwide blockade, launched a
major exercise to stockpile es-
sential commodities in the
Kathmandu valley even as sec-
urity forces arrested students
for demonstrating against the

February 1royal coup.
The authorities today
asked several prominent

traders who import essential
commodities from India to
stock up enough in their ware-
houses. Some were told that
the government would pro-
vide storage facilities, includ-
ing godowns, if needed.

State-owned Nepal Oil Cor-
poration, the sole importer of
petroleum products from Ind-
ia, has been asked to shift eno-
ugh stock from its depot near
Birgunj on the India-Nepal
border. “We want to ensure
that Kathmandu is not starved
of any supplies. We plan to
stock up supplies to last at
least two months,” a security
source said.

State-run newspapers quo-
ted commerce ministry and
Nepal Food Corporation offici-
als as saying that truckloads of
additional supplies had begun
arriving in the valley since
yesterday. They also claimed
that the government was in-
creasing storage capacity by
requisitioning private ware-
houses and creating new ones.

N4 MAR Innk



Girija Prasad Koirala

Detained
\(\;?QxKoiralag )
o Tenews A
protest call

J.HEMANTH |

Kathmandu, Feb. 28: ForNner
Prime Minister and Nepali
Congress chief Girija Prasad
Koirala today renewed his call
for nationwide street protests
to force King Gyanendra to re-
verse his February 1 takeover.

In a statement issued from
detention, Koirala said the
monarch was using the army
to quell dissent and stifle all
forms of political activity,

He said the king was adopt-
ing double standards to dupe
the international community.
“While the king tells the world
that he is committed to consti-
tutional monarchy and multi-
party democracy, in practice
he is ruling the country with
the might of the army”, he
said. Koirala’s call comes after
the party’s failure to mobilise
the people against the royal
takeover.

With most of the Nepali

Congress leadership under de-
tention, the  movement
| launched on February 18
| evoked very little response.
‘ Today, only a dozen Nepali
| Congress workers took part in
a protest before they were ar-
rested by security forces for vi-
olating prohibitory orders
that were enforced after the
takeover. Koirala, who has
been under house arrest since
the royal coup, also renewed
his demand for the restoration
of the House of Representa-
tives as part of the greater
agenda for safeguarding par-
liamentary democracy.

“The Nepali Congress still
considers that the revival of
the House of Representatives
is a must if we are to defend
parliamentary democracy,” he
said.

THE TELEGRAPH
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“Nepal warns

of ‘Communist’
o, takeover:s.

KATHMANDU, MARCH 1. More than
70 Maoists have been killed in a
fierce clash with Nepal's army,
an official said on Tuesday as
the Foreign Minister warned the
world to accept the King's pow-
er grab or watch a Communist
takeover.

Four members of the security
forces were also killed in the
clash on Monday night at Ga-
neshpur in Bardiya district, 500
km southwest of Kathmandu,
said an army spokesman Briga-
dier-General, Dipak Gurung.

“So far the security forces
have recovered the bodies of at
least 70 Maoists killed in the
clash,” he said. The rebels had
carried away others of their
dead, he added.

Another officer, Colonel Ya-
gya Rajauria of the mid-western
army division, said the situation
in the area was now under con-
trol. “However, we are very cau-
tious,” he added. '“The Maoists
started firing at security force
personnel patrolling the area
but another army team trapped
them from behind so they suf-
fered heavy casualties,” he add-
ed. “It was a fierce encounter
which lasted several hours.”

No confirmation

There was p¢ immediate in-
dependent-€onfirmation of the

toll. The reported death toll is
the highest of any clash since
King Gyanendra a month ago
seized absolute power and de-
clared emergency rule.

Soon after his power grab he
offered to hold unconditional
talks with the Maoists, who
have been fighting to overthrow
the monarchy since 1996 at a
cost of about 11,000 lives.

The Maoists, who branded
the King a ‘‘national betrayer”
for his February takeover, have
not responded to his call, de-
spite warnings by the pro-roy-
alist government appointed by
the King, The army was poised
to launch a wave of offensives.

The Foreign Minister Ramesh
Nath  Pandey, meanwhile,
warned in a television interview
late on Monday the world had
to choose between supporting
the monarch and an eventual
return to democracy or allowing
Nepal to be taken over by Com-
munists.

In the interview, state-run
news agency RSS reported on
Tuesday, Mr. Pandey defended
the King’s seizure of power, say-
ing it had been done at the ex-
press wish of the population
because the politicians were
squabbling among themselves

and were not dealing with the
Maoict inciirannes ATD

02 MAR 2003



Nepal protest call
i a}ld bloodshed ,s

Kathman u, Feb. 27 (Agen-
cies): Five major political par-
ties in Nepal announced a
peaceful agitation from next
month even as fresh violence
claimed around 15 people, in-
cluding 10 security personnel,
a day after the Maoists’ eco-
nomic blockade was lifted.

“We demand that the royal
proclamation be immediately
withdrawn, emergency lifted,
people’s rights restored and all
political prisoners and jour-
nalists released,” the parties
said in a joint statement that
declared an agitation from
March 8, coinciding with in-
ternational women’s day.

The Nepali Congress, CPN-
UML, Nepali Congress (Demo-
cratic), Janamorcha Nepal
and Nepal Sadbhavana Party
(A) also urged the Maoist
rebels to end the violence and
resume peace talks.

Their landmine attack tod-
ay, however, killed three sold-
iers and five policemen in Ba-
ra, about 200 km south of Ka-
thmandu, army sources said.
Another ambush at Solokh-

umbu killed a soldier and a po-

liceman. “Ten (other) security
personnel wounded in both in-
cidents have been brought to
Kathmandu for treatment,” an
army statement said.

Elsewhere, soldiers gun-
ned down three rebels over-
night in separate clashes.

The violence notwithsta-
nding, buses returned on the
roads and food supplies resu-
med after the Maoist chief Pr-
achanda called off yesterday
the fortnight-long blockade,
imposed in protest against the
royal coup, citing “a deep
sense of responsibility to the
people”. He, however, threat-
ened an indefinite strike if
Gyanendra did not backtrack.

“It is nice to have every-
thing normal. Buses are run-
ning after 15 days,” said Arjun
Adhikary of Nepalgunj, near
the rebels’ heartland in west-
ern Nepal.

The blockade — marked by
tree-trunk and mine-laden
roadblocks, ditches dug on
highways, blazing vehicles
and fatal attacks — had crip-

THE TELEGRAPH

pled transport of essential
supplies as vehicular move-
ment reduced to a trickle.

Backchannel talks

Sharad Chandra Shah, advi-
sor to King Gyanendra,
briefed foreign secretary
Shyam Saran on Sunday about
the situation in Nepal and
sought India’s “appreciation”

of the palace’s compulsions,
reports our special correspon-
dent.

Shah’s visit to New Delhi,
ostensibly for a private occa-
sion, follows India’s official
announcement that it was not
supplying military hardware
to Nepal after the February 1
royal coup.

Saran is understood to
have emphasised that the king
should reverse the coup and
restore a civilian government.

Shah also met BJP leaders,
seeking their “understand-
ing”. They told him their
party supported Delhi’s offi-
cial position that backs consti-
tutional monarchy and multi-
party democracy in Nepal.

28 FEB 2008
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ILL NOT ATE
x&;l;Gyanendra can make a %sﬁ%

> :
Nepalese look upon their king as Vishnu’s re- |
incarnation and his picture adorns every home.

When he falls ill the nation sinks into gloom. The last to

justify this adulation was King Birendra, whose entire |
 family was wiped out in 2001. As a constitutional

monarch, he endeared himself to his people because he

could adjust with the changing times. His rule saw the |

smooth changeover from panchayati raj to multiparty

democracy in 1990. The king may not play a direct role, |
but the constitutional monarch system suited Nepal
pretty well. If democratic forces failed to govern, the
monarch was the binding force, the protector of the
constitution. With King Birendra’s tragic death one can
safely say the monarchy as such is dead. However well
King Gyanendra may handle the chaotic situation in the
aftermath of the 2001 palace massacre, he is turning out
to be set on reviving an absolute monarchy. Had the
former Chogyal of Sikkim listened to his well-wishers
advice to rule as a constitutional head, he might not
have died unsung and alone.

The writing is on the wall — if King Gyanendra denies
the people their constitutional rights, the tide will turn
against him. Repressive measures like, putting political
party activists under house arrest, suppressing dissent .
by brute force and muzzling the press are all too remini-
scent of the old kind of democracy — a system that did
not work properly, with leaders constantly falling out
among themselves. India has put Indo-Nepalese
relations at risk by freezing arms sales to Nepal but this |
clearly shows it is with the Nepalese. Have geopolitical J
compulsions prompted King Gyanendra to hint at |
seeking a northern neighbour’s help through his recent |
induction of two elderly panchayat loyalists with a pro- |
China tilt into the royal cabinet? With the Maoists now |
stepping up activities to block roads and cut off essential |
supplies to Kathmandu ¥alley, the King must find a way
to extricate his mo in country from the chaos of his |
own making.

|
i
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Maoists call off blockade

in Nepal,
gy

Agencies o1
Kathmandu, February 26 ot K
Nepal’s Maoist rebels on Saturday
called off a 14-day-old nationwide
transport blockade staged to protest
King Gyanendra’s seizure of power,
saying they wanted to show “re-
sponsibility towards the public,” a
statement signed by guerrilla leader
Prachanda said.

“To show our greater responsibil-
ity towards the general public, we
have decided to call off the ongoing
nationwide indefinite transport
blockade as of now,” the statement
said. However, Prachanda also
sounded off a warning to the king.
“If there are no changes (in the po-
litical situation) our party will be
obliged to observe an indefinite na-
tionwide strike from next month,”
he concluded.

Meanwhile, heavily-armed Mao-
ists torched and bombed a regional
station of the state-run Nepal Tele-
vision, causing damage worth over
Rs 4 crore and disrupting the broad-
cast indefinitely even as the security
forces gunned down 10 rebels and
lost four of their own men in a clash
in the west of the kingdom.

The regional station of Nepal
Television (NTV), at Kohalpur in the
Banke district of mid-western
Nepal, was torched and bombed by
hundreds of Maoists, NTV sources
said. The regional broadcast of the
NTV has been disrupted indefinite-
ly. The Maoists also looted seven
cameras and several other equip-
ment from the station. However, no
one was injured in the incident, the
sources said. In another incident,
Nepalese security forces shot dead
10 rebels and lost four of their own
men in Badepur area on the East-
West Highway in Dhangadhi dis-
trict, media reports said. The fight
broke out after the rebels opened fire
at security personnel, who were
clearing barricades placed by
Maoists on the highway;

k'\(m r"\ (./

WB stops aid

AP

A policeman guards a busy street in Kathmandu on Saturday.

An blast at the Kopeche jungle
area in the Siraha district killed four
children, The Kathmandu Post re-
ported. They injured were admitted
to the local hospital for treatment.

However, the worst strike was in-
flicted by the World Bank when it
suspended the $70-million aid to
Nepal for the current fiscal year
under the Poverty Reduction Strag-
egy Credit phase-two, citing ex-
tremely slow improvement in the
situation. However, the worst
strike was inflicted by the World
Bank (WB) when it suspended the
the aid to Nepal for the current fis-
cal year under the Poverty Reduc-
tion Stragegy Credit phase-two, cit-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

ing extremely slow implementa-
tion of agreed reform measures.

Annan briefed on emergency

As pressure mounted on Nepal's
new regime to restore democracy
in the Himalayan Kingdom, the
government told United Nations
secretary-general Kofi Annan that
failure on the part of political par-
ties to perform has forced it to im-
pose emergency. The government
has justified its move by blaming
political parties for failing to work,
emphasising that national sover-
eignty and democracy is under
threat, a UN spokesman said.

Pl
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Of king

OES IT need a state of

emergency to clear the

garbage on the streets?

Can only a complete
clampdown on the independent
media ensure that there are no long
queues at petrol pumps? Is wide-
spread detention of journalists, polit-
ical leaders and human rights
activists the only way to guarantee
the citizens of Nepal adequate food,
water, electricity, health and educa-
tion?

It would appear so, if one were to
believe the middle and upper class
residents of the Kathmandu Valley.
Eerily reminiscent of the Indian
emergency in 1975, where trains run-
ning on time and availability of park-
ing space were offered as
justification for the brutal onslaught
on fundamental rights, one can only
hope that Nepal will not have to suf-
fer for two years before it can break
the stranglehold.

Nepal’'s fledgling democracy of
barely a decade and a half is in dan-
ger of being grounded even before it
can learn to fly. And what better sym-
bol to crush than the free press? Ne-
pal’s thriving independent media,
rather than being allowed to move
towards more professionalism, has
been comered into defending the
rights that it savoured for about 15
years following the establishment of
multi-party democracy, however
faulty.

Since the royal coup on February
1, when King Gyanendra dismissed
the Government of Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba and assumed
executive powers, he and the army
have throttled the media by directly
enforcing censorship through armed
military intervention and indirectly
fostering a climate of fear and self-
censorship. As a result of this control,
independent news has been stifled,
six journalists are known to be under
detention, media organisations have
been shut down, and almost 1000
journalists rendered jobless. No less
important, the public has been de-
prived of its right to know.

The control was crude to begin
with. Journalists watched in horror
when, even before the king’s address
ended, at about 10.15 am, armed per-
sonnel barged into media houses, TV
and radio stations and demanded
that work be stopped. Phone and in-
ternet lines were totally cut for three
days, and intermittently and arbitra-
rily turned on and off for a few hours
at random. Mobile phone connec-
tions continue to be cut off. For
about four days, armed security per-
sonnel sat in the newsrooms and
went through the copy. Editors and
senior jourpalists of the country’s
largest circulating Nepali daily were

s, coups, and censor

By Laxmi Murthy

o 8 A

90

Nepal’s King and his men have targeted the
country’s thriving independent media,
which have fought back using satire.

summoned and told in no uncertain
terms that if they did not follow the
official directives, “no one could
guarantee their safety.”

The government-owned publica-
tion Gorkhapatra on February 3 pub-
lished a notice that “considering the
nation and national interest, His
Majesty’s Government has banned
for six months any interview, article,
news, notice, view or personal opin-
ion that goes against the letter and
spirit of the Royal Proclamation on 1
Feb 2005 and that directly or indi-
rectly supports destruction and ter-
rorism.” And to show that the King
meant business, any dissidents were
summarily dealt with. Tara Nath Da-
hal, President of the Federation of
Nepalese Journalists (FNJ), the um-
brella body of journalists in the
country, on February 2 came out
with a strong statement against the
coup and has been hounded by secu-
rity personnel ever since. Bishnu Nis-
thuri, Secretary General of the FN]J,
was picked up two days later, taken
to an army camp and blindfolded for
almost a day. Despite a habeas cor-
pus petition in the Supreme Court,
he was held for nearly two weeks and
released finally on February 25.

On February 7 the local adminis-
tration in the mid-westermn town of
Nepalgunj issued a set of rigorous
conditions against publishers of local
newspapers. Newspapers were pro-
hibited from publishing news that
“could have negative impact upon
the country’s sovereignty, territorial
integrity and the law and order.”
Nothing that may “undermine in any
way the institution of monarchy and
the Royal proclamation of Feb 1”
could be published. News relating to
bandhs (strikes) called by Maoists,
and the loss of life and property
caused by the Maoists against the se-
curity forces and government agen-
cies was prohibited, while reporting
civilian loss due to Maoist activities
was permitted. In a clampdown on
exposing official corruption, report-
ing irregularities on the part of any
government agencies and their
weaknesses could only be published
after “careful examination” and
could not “demoralise” civil servants.
To rub salt in the wounds, it was
mandatory for newspapers to send a
copy of the published newspaper
free-of-cost to the monitoring team!

Even as crude control gave way to
“self censorship,” and gun-toting ar-
my censors were replaced by fresh
faced military intelligence “boys” in

‘m

civil dress, the Nepali media
launched a subversive resistance.
Satire was replete in the tongue-in-
cheek comebacks. For instance, The
Kathmandu Post, Nepal’s largest cir-
culating English-language daily, ran
an absurd editorial titled “Socks in
Society” — on how socks without
holes are a prestige symbolin a poor
country like Nepal! The weekly Nepa-
li Times ran an editorial criticising
the rise in tree felling — trees being
the symbol of not only democracy,
but the Nepali Congress Party as
well, whose leaders had been arrest-
ed. The Nepali Times and Himal
Khabarpatrika, for instance, left
blank spaces where the copy had
been censored, encouraging the
reader to read between the gaping
holes. Another tactic was a pointed
silence, as if to say, “Alright, you want
to silence us, we will be quiet,” week-
lies like Deshantar, Bimarsh and
Sanghu have been leaving a blank
space where editorials usually ap-
pear. This has led the Chief District
Officer of Kathmandu to summon
five editors and interrogate them for
over two hours. They were freed only
after signing a statement undertak-
ing to report to the authorities when-
ever summoned.

Some publications chose to dem-
onstrate their resistance visually.
When informed that the Nepali
Times could not carry a certain “pro-
vocative” column, nor could the
space be left blank, the editors were
forced to fill up the space. So there
appeared a picture of a bawling, gri-
macing infant born on February 1,
with the ironic caption “10 days oid.”
Another form of subversion was by
an Editor of a Nepali weekly who
simply deleted his name where it
should have appeared as “Editor and
Publisher”. “I am no longer the editor
of my own publication,” he said. “If
the security personnel who censor
my copy would reveal their names,
I'd put them down as the ‘true’ edi-
tors,” he said wryly.

Starting with Radio Sagarmatha,
one of Nepal's most popular inde-
pendent radio stations, all FM radio
stations have been prohibited from
broadcasting news forcing up to 800
radio journalists out of work. There
are 56 registered FM stations in Ne-
pal, with 47 in actual operation. They
have a wide outreach, and their lis-
teners in remote areas have no other
form of news. With a widespread
non-literate population, radio is an
excellent — sometimes the only —
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mefns of communication. By cutting
off the access to FM news, the King is
denying the Nepali public of a vital
sourte of independent news. The
BBC Nepali news service is now the
only source of news, and since its
transmission on FM is banned,
scores of people, desperate for infor-
mation, are queuing up to buy short
wave radios.

And what, ultimately, is the pur-
pose of this clampdown? The state of
emergency and virtual martial law is
ostensibly aimed at decimating the
Maoist movement. But even casual
observation in Kathmandu will re-
veal that the military seems rather
preoccupied in controlling the
media, arresting protesters, tailing
journalists, and monitoring human
rights activists and harmless gather-
ings of anxious citizens lamenting
the state of society, to actually be
dealing effectively with the Maoists.

Reports filtering in reveal that,
contrary to government propaganda,
the Maoist-imposed  economic
blockade in protest over the Kings’
takeover, launched on February 13,
the 10th anniversary of the “People’s
War” continued to disrupt vehicular
movement on most of the highways
in Nepal. Though some passenger
buses and trucks loaded with essen-
tial goods have been escorted by the
army on the highways, media reports
reveal that thousands of goods and
passengers vehicles are stranded
along the highways due to obstruc-
tions placed by the rebels at various
points on the highways connecting
Kathmandu. Prices of vegetables,
fruits and salt are soaring as the sup-
ply of food items from the Terai area
has been completely halted. Tele-
phone lines connecting Kathmandu
with some outside districts are sus-
pended at random. On “Democracy
Day” on February 18, the residents of
Kathmandu woke to find the phone
lines cut — to prevent any mass mo-
bilisation against the King. The lack
of reliable independent news per-
force encourages rumours and mis-
information. Reports of bombing of
schools, bridges and roads by
Maoists are often unable to be con-
firmed.

“Aha,” say some media watchers,
“Now journalists can talk about ‘real’
issues like poverty and underdevel-
opment, than be preoccupied with
the shenanigans of political parties.”
But surely it does not need state cen-
sorship on news to encourage devel-
opment journalism and  get
journalists reporting about social is-
sues, the environment, gender and
development?

(The author was recently in Nepal
on a mission of the International Fed-
eration of journalists.)
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Kathmandu, Feb. 24: Three
weeks after the royal coup,
King Gyanendra sought to
justify his actions by claiming
that he had assumed charge
to fight terrorism and prevent
Nepal from sliding into
anarchy.

In an interaction with edi-
tors of prominent dailies in-
side Narayanhiti Palace here
today, Gyanendra claimed
that the people of the Hi-
malayan kingdom had set the
agenda for him and his gov-
ernment. “The nation itself
has chosen its own agenda
that terrorism is no more ac-
cepted,” he said.

During the first interac-
tion of its Kkind since
he dismissed the Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba government
power, Gyanen-
he was fighting
agajnst terrorism to uphold

Y. o
democracy. “Our basic objec-
tive is to restore peace and
prosperity in our country,” he
said.

Gyanendra used the occa-
sion to hit out against India,
the US and the UK — without
naming them — for suspend-
ing military aid to the Royal
Nepal Army.

“Now, clearly the message
is some of our friends have de-
cided to suspend aid, that, too,
military aid, and Nepali peo-
ple want to know what their
message is. Are they telling us
that we should not fight
against terrorism, that we
should put our democracy into
jeopardy?” he asked.

The king said his people
wanted to know what these
nations  were thinking.
“We want our friends to help
us by word of mouth and
by deed. If that is not the agen-
da they want to go along
(with), then they should tell us

tions aic

Gyanendra: Terror plea

what their agenda is.”

“When we have chosen to
uphold democracy and fight
against terrorism, why are
they shying away from help-
ing us?” he asked.

“I can see one thing clearly
emerging out of it. Our objec-
tives are the same. We are

THE TELEGRAPH
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going to meet somewhere. But
we have chosen, maybe, differ-
ent paths in attaining that ob-
jective,” he said.

Gyanendra chose to play
the China card by hinting
that Nepal’s northern neigh-
bour preferred not to criticise
his takeover. “We expect our
friends to understand that
we are moving in that path.
We should not be surprised
that some of our friends
have expressed dissatisfaction
with our move but some of our
friends have welcomed it.”

“They must say what they
must say and we must do what
we must do,” he added.

On political parties that
have been effectively stifled
since the February 1 takeover.
Gyanendra said all prominent
politicians placed under
house arrest were being taken
good care of. But he did not
say when they would be
released.
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g Rebels face
“rebellion’ K\
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Kapilavastu (Nepal), Feb.
23: His men call him Tiger and
the last time he roared, 32
Maoists fell.

That was on February 19
and the Royal Nepal Army, wh-
ichis yet to penetrate the rural
belt in its mission against the
Maoist rebels, said the mas-
sacre was an expression of
“people’s spontaneous anger”.

“ There is a limit to peo-
ple’s tolerance. They have
found themselves at the end of
the tether,” said Teg Bahadur
Rajoure, who is leading an
army drive in Nepalganj, 600
km west of Kathmandu.

The army officer was allu-
ding to years of Maoist attacks
on residents of the Terai regi-
on where farmers are relative-
ly affluent. The placid countr-
yside hides the face of Maoist
terror. But visits to areas along
the main roads tell a different
tale: razed shops, markets and
blackened houses.

Near the seat of power, mi-
nisters in the king’s commis-
sion hailed the “Kapilavastu
counter-attack” by villagers of
Bhagwanpur and Sigri, which
border India, as a model, while
home minister Dan Bahadur
Shahi urged villagers to close
ranks against the Maoists.

But behind the rhetoric li-
es the grim story of the rise of
aprivate army which is trying
to whip up local anger against
the Maoist rebels. And the
man behind it is Pritam Pan-
dey, a 42-year-old university
graduate and a former mem-

ber of the Nepali Congress.

For Pritam, the massacre
was also sweet revenge. Two
years ago, he was abducted by
Maoists along with five vil-
lagers, shot and dumped in the
paddy fields. But Pritam sur-
vived and vowed revenge.

Pritam — a Madese, a term
for people of Indian origin set-
tled in the Terai — began orga-
nising farmers and, with the
money collected from them,
bought sophisticated weapo-
ns. “The ferocity of Maoist at-
tacks, especially targeting the
Madese people, provoked an-
ger and I had to use this to de-
fend the people here,” he said.

On February 19, Tiger’s
men heard that over 300 rebels
had gathered in a nearby villa-
ge. A 500-strong force launch-
ed an attack, killing 32 rebels.
The rest retreated, he said.

The incident has made vill-
agers in Bhagwanpur, Sigri,
Belbharia and Muksuba more
confident. “We will not die like
pigs when they fire bullets. We
have learnt to retaliate,” said
Ratnesh Gupta, a villager.

The Maoists suspect the
hand of “Indian elements” in
Pritam’s rise. In a leaflet, Bala
Thapa, the local Maoist comm-
ander, said: “Pritam’s isareac-
tionary force out to work for
the poor. People will take care
of him.”

If the Maoists are hated for
their ferocity, the villagers too
have at times exceeded the li-
mit. Last night, villagers in
Sheopur burnt at least 350 ho-
uses of hill settlers suspecting
them of harbouring Maoists.
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Nepal crackdown o

Keshav Pradhan
Kuathmandu, February 18

IT’S A kind of celebration
of royal ironies that the
Nepalese may not forget
easily. On Friday, King Gya-
nendra celebrated Nepal’s
55th Democracy Day and
Queen Komal’s 55th birth-
day by cutting off telephone
lines and unleashing securi-
ty forces on democrats who
took to the streets for
democracy and basic rights.

On this day in 1950, the
Nepali Congress (NC) and
King Tribhuvan had togeth-
er ended the 104-year Rana
oligarchy to usher in an era
of constitutional monarchy
and multi-party democra-
cy—a system that the late
monarch’s son, Mahendra,
and grandson, Gyanendra,
overturned twice in 1960 and
2005, respectively. The day
also marks the birth an-
niversary of King Tribhu-
van. Fearing mass protests
against the February 1 coup,
the government disconnect-
ed telephones in the Kath-
mandu valley from Thurs-
day night, putting tens of
thousands of people in diffi-
culty. (Mobile phone services
have been suspended since
February 1).

Heavily armed security
personnel had turned the
capital almost into an im-
pregnable fortress. They
pounced upon NC, Jan Mor-
cha and Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) supporters every
time they came out in small
groups to stage pro-democra-

VAN

AP

Nepalese policemen arrest a Nepali Congress activist as others raise anti-King slogans in

Kathmandu on Friday.

cy rallies. Over 20 protesters,
including NC women cell
president Meena Pandey,
were detained. There were
reports about the arrest of a
dozen pro-democracy sup-
porters in Janakpur, near
the Bihar border.

All this while, the King
and the Queen sat through a
colourful Democracy Day
ceremony at Tudilkhel
(Army parade ground). At

the function, Raj Parishad
(privy council) chairman
PN. Chaudhury hailed the
King as “a lover of democra-
cy”. Monarchists and stu-
dents marched through
streets decorated with giant
portraits of the royal couple,
Nepalese flags and stream-
ers.

The King also used the oc-
casion to project himself asa
champion of multi-party

democracy—an exercise he
paradoxically began while
taking direct control of gov-
ernance earlier. In a message
broadcast by the official me-
dia, he said, “The 21st Centu-
ry is the century of multi-
party democracy. It’s the
duty of all those who have
faith in democracy to ensure
a vibrant multi-party democ-
racy through impartial elec-
tions.

n Democ

racy Day

India, UK mount
pressure on King

Agencies
New Delhi, February 18

MOUNTING PRESSURE
for “urgent” restoration of
democracy in Nepal, India
will send a “message” to
King Gyanendra through
its envoy this weekend,
while Britain, on Friday,
said it was “actively” con-
sidering suspension of mil-
itary aid to the Himalayan
kingdom.

The developments in
Nepal figured prominently
in the wide‘ranging talks be-
tween external affairs min-
ister K. Natwar Singh and
his British counterpart,
Jack Straw, here, with both
emphasising the “urgent
need for restoration of nor-
mal democratic processes,
release of political prison-
ers and lifting of censorship
on media” in that country.

“We noted that the inter- .

national community has
strongly deplored the re-
cent developments in
Nepal, which constitute a
serious setback to the cause
of democracy in that coun-
try and are a cause of grave
concern to us all”, Singh
told a joint Press interac-
tion with Straw.

India was watching the

situation in Nepal “very,
very carefully” to see “what
we can do if the situation
doesn’t change”, Singh said,
adding that ambassador
Shiv Shankar Mukherjee
would return to Kathmandu
on Sunday with a “verbal
message” for the King, who
seized power on February 1.

Singh said: New Delhi
hoped that the King would
“sooner—rather than later
restore all processes of
democracy, allowing politi-
cal parties to get together,
so leading to elections.

Asked about the demand
of Amnesty International
for suspension of military
aid to Nepal, Straw said it
was under the “active con-
sideration” of Britain.

Britain has been provid-
ing military assistance
worth 6 million pounds (ap-
proximately Rs 45 crore), in-
cluding helicopters, to
Nepal annually.

Singh said India and
Britain would continue to
be in “close touch” with
each other on further devel-
opments in that country. He
made it clear that India did
not want to hurt the people
of Nepal while considering
steps against that country’s
regime.
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“No 1ncr§98e in Maoist 1nﬁltrat10n

Rajnish Sharma
New Delhi, February 17 \ “

THERE HAS been no per-
ceptible increase in Maoist
infiltration into India since
imposition of emergency in
Nepal earlier this month.
The issue was discussed at
length on Thursday during a
briefing on Nepal’s security
scenario by Indian envoy to
Kathmandu, Shiv Shanker
Mukherjee, to the Union
home minister, Shivraj Patil.
In fact, home ministry
sources said, the reason for
no “sharp increase” in
‘faoist infiltration was
ually interesting. Immedi-

ately after the dismissal of
the elected government in
Nepal, the Royal Nepal
Army (RNA) intensified its
patrolling particularly
along the Indo-Nepal border.
Though this was essentially
to check crossing over of po-
litical leaders, it did have an

- impact on the Maoist move-

ment along the border.

Mukherijee, sources
added, conveyed to the home
minister the RNA’s inten-
tion of continuing the in-
creased patrolling, especial-
ly along the “porous points™
on the border.

Earlier, both the Sashas-
tra Seema Bal (SSB), which

is responsible for patrolhng
on the Indo-Nepal border
and the Intelligence Bureau
have submitted a similar re-
port to the home ministry.
Even the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, sources added,
along with MHA was keep-
ing a close watch on move-
ment of Maoist rebels as it
has a direct bearing on the
country’s Naxal problem.
“So far no government
agency has given any report
indicating an alarming in-
crease in crossing over of
Maoist leaders from Nepal,”
a senior home ministry offi-
cial said. However, a high
alert is being maintained

along the Indo Nepal border
keeping in view attempts by
Naxal outfits to build a Com-
pact Revolutionary Zone
(CRZ) right from the border
down to Tamil Nadu.
Another crucial issue
that was discussed at the
meeting was the attempt be-
ing made by the present dis-
pensation in Kathmandu to
rope in Maoists outfits for a
dialogue. Back channel ef-
forts, sources said, were be-
ing made by the “monarchy
in Nepal” to bring these
groups to the negotiating
table. Mukherjee briefed the
home minister on the efforts
being made in this regard.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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((*Q'%yanendra stlrnn\g muddied

Kung Gyanendra is apparently undaunted by the
niversal condemnation of his butchering of Nepal’s
fledgling multiparty democrary, stripping the press and
political parties of their freedom to operate and
suppressing civil rights. It is all too reflective of the depths
he has sunk in his so-called commitment to bring the
country back to normalcy in three years. If he does not
correct himself sooner rather than later, he will only be
furthering the end of a centuries-old monarchy. Maoist
leaders- who earlier preferred direct talks with the King
have done a turnaround and rejected the offer of a
dialogue. By inducting into his new cabinet, two former
panchayat democracy elements, former Prime Ministers
Tuisi Giri and Kirtinidhi Bist, both known for their pro-
China tilt, the King has deftly conveyed the message to
countries supplying military aid, particularly India, that
even they if they stop deliveries to pressure him into
restoring democratic rights, he hopes to rely on the
northern neighbour.

During the two former leaders’ stewardship, Sino-
Nepalese relations were at their best even as the two
adhered to the policy of keeping equidistant from India
and China. Delhi cannot look at this new development in
isolation since political stability there is in India’s interest,
as well as the region’s as a whole. The King is isolating
himself from his people. His determination to crush the
Maoist rebellion with an iron hand is contrary to earlier
assessment that there could be no military solution to a
problem born of neglect and poverty, and that the
challenge would be met “by winning minds and hearts”.
The King should stop strong-arm tactics to deal with
dissent and elaborate, just a little, to spell out measures he
has in mind to hand back power to his people. s

s
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%YANENDRA MOOTS ANTI-GRAFT PANEL

Nepal King tightens

nmmw

KATHMANDU, Feb. 17. — Till last
year, King Gyanendra was a constitu-
tional monarch whose role on 18 Febru-
ary — when Nepal celebrates Democra-
cy Day to mark the curb in the power of
the autocratic Rana prime ministers —
was to send a message to the nation.
However, this time he will take the place
of the elected prime minister and attend
the official programmes that earlier
were the prerogative of the parliamenta-
ry head.

The state media said the King would
make a state address tomorrow, the sec-
ond time in 18 days, the first being on 1
February when he dismissed Prime Min-
ister Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba and as-
sumed executive powers.

In what is being seen as a populist
measure, the King has announced the
formation of a six-member probe com-
mission that will report to him. The Cor-
ruption Control Royal Commission will
investigate charges related to smuggling,
tax evasion, involvement in illegal con-
tracts and other activities.

It can take action against anyone guil-
ty of contempt of the commission by
slapping down a NRS 10,000 fine or six-
month jail sentence or both.

It can also sentence anyone it thinks is
obstructing its functioning to six months
in jail or a fine of NRS 5,000 or both. To
be based in Kathmandu, the commission
will have the power to confiscate the
property of those found guilty.

However, appeals against the decision
of the commission can be made in the
Supreme Court.

Interestingly, the local media this
week reported that the Supreme Court
had asked three foreign fertiliser com-
panies based in Thailand, the USA and

%*fygrlp on power

Amnesty appeal to India

KATHMANDU, Feb. 17, — Amnesty Interna-
tional has wound up its visit to Nepal with an
appeal to international donors, especiafly In-
dia, USA and UK, to stop military assistance
to Nepal's new regime headed by King Gya-
nendra, saying a human rights catastrophe
was looming over the Himalayan kingdom fol-
lowing the declaration of emergency.A delega-
tion headed by Amnesty’s secretary-general
Ms Irene Khan, which had visited Nepal from
10 to 16 Fehruary on a fact-finding mission,
disclosed its findings in New Delhi today. Ms
Khan was given a private audience by the
King as well as Chief Justice Mr Hari Prasad
Sharma and army chief Gen. Pyar Jung Tha-
pa. According to Khan, these countries “have
been outspoken about the restoration of de-
mocracy. They need to give equal importance
to ensuring the Nepalese government guaran-
tees respect for human rights. Given the alli-
ance between the palace and the military, the
role of the security forces in restricting and vi-
olating human rights, and their increased sig-
nificance during the state of emergency —
donors should suspend afl mifitary assistance
to the government as a means of pressurising
it to change its human rights policies,” Ms
Khan said. — SNS

India respectively, to appear before it in
a case filed by another graft watchdog,
the Commission for Investigation of
Abuse of Authority. Current home min-
ister Mr Dan Bahadur Shahi is one of
the defendants, the Kathmandu Post
daily reported.

The CIAA has alleged that Shahi who
was a secretary at the ministry of agri-
culture about nine years ago and Padma
Sundar Lawati, a member of the royalist
Rastriya Prajatantra Party, were in-
volved in embezziing an amount of
about NRS 67 million while importing
fertilisers.
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King gags Nep al

No elections to Im:al |

hodies for 3 years o

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 16

NEPALESE SECURITY
forces on Wednesday after-
noon cracked down on
Nepali Congress (NC) lead-
ers who were preparing to
start a mass agitation
against the February 1 royal
coup from Friday that hap-
pens to be Queen Komal’s
55th birthday and as well as
Nepal’'s 55th Democracy
Day.

This follows a day after
King Gyanendra authorised
civil servants to run local
self-government units for
the next three years, there-
by indicating his desire to
remain an absolute ruler for
as many years despite
mounting pressure from
home and abroad. Nepal has
over 4000 development com-
mittees at district, town,
city and village levels whose
elections are pending for
some time.

Showing total disregard
for the freedom of expres-
sion, police arrested NC
spokesman Arjun Narsingh
shortly after he met the me-
dia at his party headquar-
ters that had opened for the
first time since the royal
takeover. In the evening,
Narsingh’s daughter, An-
jana, said, “We are still try-
ing to meet my father. I hear
that Meena Pandey, another
NC leader, has also been tak-
en into custody.”

Prior to his arrest, Nars-
ingh said, “Major parties
like the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (UML), the Nepali
Congress (Democratic), the
Jan Morcha, the Nepal Maz-
door Kisan Party, the Com-
munist Party of Nepal
(Masal), the Communist
Party of Nepal (United) and
the Nepal Sadbhavana Par-
ty (Anandidevi) have agreed

to launch a joint movement
with us.” He warned, “We
will fight till we end the
king’s authoritarian rule.”

Narsingh complained
about security forces keep-
ing NC president G.P
Koirala (82) in virtual soli-
tary confinement. He al-
leged: “They have cut off
his phone and TV connec-
tions and do not allow him
to read newspapers. Nor do
they allow anyone to meet
him.” In a clandestinely
sent message, Koirala, un-
der house arrest since Feb-
ruary 1, appealed to the
Nepalese people to jointly
fight for democracy.

UML central committee
leader Kashinath Adhikary
said the parties would come
out with a joint statement by
Thursday. He said, “The king
has usurped state power us-
ing the Maoist crisis as a pre-
text. He will have to pay dear-
ly for this mistake. Our fight
may even end up having a
perfect democracy without
an interfering king.”

But, both the NC and the
UML made it clear that they
would not align with Maoist
insurgents, at least for now
Narsingh said, “We cannot
accept anyone who uses vio
lence as a political tool’
UML politburo member K.F
Qli, who was one of the
founders of the Naxalite
movement in Nepal in the
Seventies, remarked, “There
will be no room for ultra-
Leftists or ultra-rightists in
the proposed agitation.”

Gyanendra ascended the
throne after a palace coup in
June 2001, in which King
Birendra and almost his en-
tire family was wiped out by
Crown Prince Dipendra, who
then shot himself. It was said
a drunk Dipendra had ope-
ned fire after a dispute with
his parents over marrying
Pashupati Rana’s daughter.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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A policeman arrests Arjun Narsingh (centre), spokesperson for the Nepali Congress, after
raiding the party office in Kathmandu on Wednesday.
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‘Harvard honour
for Manmohan

Agencies
New Delhi, February 16

AFTER OXFORD Universi-
ty, now Harvard University
has decided to honour
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh with a doctorate de-
gree.

Harvard’s decision to con-
fer an honorary doctorate of
law on Singh was conveyed
to him last week, a PMO
spokesman said here on
Wednesday.

The American University
has also invited him to de-
liver a special lecture. The
Prime Minister has accept-
ed the offer but dates for
conferring the honour have
to be worked out.

PMO sources said the trip
is likely to take place
around the middle of the
year and may coincide with
an official visit to the US.

Earljer, the Oxford Uni-
versity had decided to con-
fer an honorary degree of
doctor of civil law on Singh.

Singh, who did his higher
studies at Cambridge and
Oxford where he completed
D.Phil. in Economics, is
among 10 leading interna-
tional figures due to receive
an honorary degree this
year.
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Recent history suggests that Nepal's
monarchs and its feudal establishment are
prone to naked ruthlessness, unless they are
pushed the other way. Not surprisingly, this
decadent ruling elite continues to occupy
the upper echelons of the army. After King
/é};anendra’s February 1 grab for power, the
7 question is who will, or can, do the pushing.
About 50 years ago, it was essentially
India’s quiet diplomatic intervention that
had led to Nepal's early moves towards re-
publicanism. This resulted in the country’s
first general election. It did not take long for
that initial republican phase to be thwarted.
Towards the end of 1950, Nehru had to
warn Britain that it might be impossible for
him to attend the Commonwealth confe-
rence in January 1951 if London recognised
the boy-king in Kathmandu, whom the
autocratic Ranas had enthroned in place of
his grandfather. Britain, which favoured
the hereditary Rana prime ministers, was
inclined to do just that. King Tribhuvan had
fallen foul of the traditional warrior-aristo-
crats who ran the show and had been
obliged to take refuge in the Indian embassy,
from where he was flown out
to Delhi. Fortunately the
Indian pressure worked, and
Britain retreated from its
course of supporting the
Ranas. King Tribhuvan re-
turned to Kathmandu. India’s
intervention was meant to
ensure that the restored
monarchy would create the
space for democratic forces.
Thus ended the brief inter-
lude of the boy-king, none
other than the present King
Gyanendra, who on later
reflection would have found little reason to
be solicitous towards India. In 1952, King
Tribhuvan was succeeded by his son,
Mahendra, who allowed the nascent
political reform process to continue for
some time. Mahendra even allowed the
country’s first democratic election in 1959. \
But a year later, Mahendra struck, Tn a
way that is eerily reminiscent of what his
son has just done. Democracy was cast into
the wilderness for the next 30 years. With
China claiming India’s diplomatic, and later
military, attention, Nehru was no longer
able to exert as strong an influence on
Nepal’s politics. However, a clamorous
round of popular agitations made King
Birendra, King Mahendra’s heir and
brother of Gyanendra, bend to make way
for a constitutional monarchy in 1990. Un-
fortunately since then, there has been only
a flawed procedural democracy. This hollow
democracy has, ironically, revealed the feck-
lessness of the key parties in the system.
This has eroded the confidence of the people
in a multiparty system. In popular percep-
tion, Nepal’s parties survive only to snatch
office from one another, leaving the popula-
tion of the poor and socially backward

epal
. e
mountainous country to fend for itself.

The Maoists have systematically moved
into the space once created for democratic
politics. The palace massacre of 2001
brought forth Gyanendra as king for the
second time. He was easily tempted to
reassert executive control for the monarchy.
From the beginning he had claimed that he
would not be a “quiet” king. Thus, he
prepared the ground for the power grab of
February 1. Since then, he has outlawed all
legitimate politics, avenues of dissent,
closed Nepal to communications, shackled
the media and set himself up for a con-
frontation between the palace and Maoists.

It had been Nehru's endeavour in the
1950s that there should be no confrontation
between popular elements and the army lo-
yal to the king. His administration believed
that such a face-off would have an unsettling
effect on India’s security, given the open
border and the intricate closeness of the
people-level ties between the two countries.

That is the policy successive Indian
governments have followed, in the process
strengthening Nepal’s small armed forces
with support and arms. However, the
confrontation between Nepal’s royal mili-
tary and the people of that coun-
try that Nehru tried to avoid,
might have been precipitated by
Gyanendra’s coup.

Thanks to the king’s grab for
power, Nepal's political parties
have been virtually placed out of
court. Part, but only a part, of the
blame for this banishment lies in
their own misguided actions.
They are also victims of protract-
ed machinations against them
of the insurgents and the Kath-
mandu palace, both of which
seek to establish their hegemony
through fear. The king wants to rule through
the armed forces and the insurgents with
clandestinely-acquired firepower.

In New Delhi, assertions are heard that
any upper hand for Nepal’s Maoists would
prejudice India’s security. This implies the
king is a safer bet despite his predilections,
and arms transfers to his government
should continue, though even the fig-leaf of
popular support for the monarchy is now
gone. This argument rests on unsound
premises. The king’s disposition towards
India is suspect.

Gyanendra has been trying to cultivate
the US and China ever since he returned to
the throne. He apparently believes he can
trump the insurgents with American or
Chinese support. Soon after 9/11, he
declared the Maoists “terrorists” in the
hope of winning Washington’s sympathy.
The US, too, has been forthcoming in its
response in the name of fighting a commu-
nist rebellion. China’s refusal to condemn
the palace coup gives rise to suspicion. If US
and Chinese moves can be nullified, just as
Nehru handled the British in the 1950s, it
will be easier for India to leverage the king
and the Maoists. ’
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he happenlngs in Nep::l,\
I bring into sharp focus the -

fact that the most important
personality in the hapless king-
dom is King Gyanendra. He is
unique in a variety of ways. He
came to occupy the throne not
once but twice: first in 1950
(when he was only three) and
next in 2001 (when he was 54).
On both occasions, his kingship,
by a strange coincidence, be-
came controversial and ques-
tionable.

In 1950, he was installed as the
king by the then Rana prime
minister (the real centre and
source of political power), Mo-
han Shamsher Jung Bahadur
Rana. It was done against the
background of the fleeing of the
entire royal family of King Tri-
bhuvan (1911-55) to India. The
Indian deputy prime Minister
and home minister Sardar
Vallabhai Patel made a very
strong statement in Parliament
refusing to recognise the Nepal
prime Minister’s action. Coun-
tries like the USA and the UK
followed suit. Eventually, King
Tribhuvan returned to his king-
dom assuming a new and power-
ful political role — indeed, by
becoming the real source and
centre of political power.

Behind the curtain

The Ranas, though, had acted
quickly, and had also issued
coins showing Gyanendra as the
King. This had for long proved,
as the stories go, very handy to
Gyanendra to show to his elder
brother King Birendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev (1972-2001) to
prove his importance. Various
stories do the rounds that Gyan-
endra would, by showing some
coins, impress upon Birendra
that the former had become king
much earlier than the latter had.
This mental make-up, it is widely
believed, proved endurable.

It is said that during the entire
reign of King Birendra, Gyanen-
dra, behind the curtain, endea-
voured to make the monarchy
stronger and stronger so that he
could use the fruits for his own
benefit. It is altogether a differ-
ent matter that after 1990 up to

his assassination on 1 June 2001,

King Birendra left no one in
-doubt that he was tremendously
enjoying the status of a constitu-
tional (ornamental, titular, limi-
ted and symbolic) monarch.

It is against this backdrop that
King Gyanendra came to assume
the throne in June 2001 — after
both the King and the Crown
Prince (who was enthroned for
mysterious reasons for a couple
of days ) died. He lost no time in
making it obvious that he wanted
to concentrate more and more

political and economic powers in

his hands. He began to give all
kinds of interviews to the media
(both print and electronic, both
national and international)
which had almost been abandon-
ed by King Birendra in his role
as a constitutional monarch. In
all such interviews, Gyanendra
would emphasise the King was
active and constructive.

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi.

The Communist Party of Ne-
pal (Maoist), known popularly
as Maobadis, had emerged in
February 1996 as a significant
and violent force to challenge
the very system of constitutional
monarchy and seeking to replace
it by a system of one-party re-
public. The Maobadis succeeded
in showing to various political

forces within the kingdom and to
the outside world that they had
significant grassroot support.

Their base, though created
through terrorist tactics, went on
increasing throughout Nepal.
And by now, some 11,000 people
— army personnel, policemen,
political leaders and activists,
Maobadis themselves and inno-
cent Nepalis — have lost their
lives in the state’s fight against
Maoist insurgency and vice
versa. Earlier, various stories
had done the rounds that Mao-
badis had been an indirect crea-
tion of King Gyanendra to chal-
lenge both the political parties
and the then king, Birendra. It is
a different matter that, with
time, Maobadis became too big
for Gyanendra.

‘National betrayer’

The same Maoist leadership,
which had at one point of time
stated that it could only talk to
the king and not his prime
minister (who did not have any
real power), has described King
Gyanendra after 1 February as
“the national betrayer”. Maoba-
dis have refused to talk to King
Gyanendra and have intensified
their agitational politics. They
have even urged parliamentary
political parties to work together
to uproot the arrangement that
came into force on 1 February.

In the era of multi-party de-
mocracy, particularly after the
1994 resignation of Girija Prasad
Koirala and the second parlia-
mentary polls in that year, Nepal
did not witness political stability.
Strange and undesirable inter-

By PARMANAND

party and intra-party politics
being played in Nepal left no
significant parliamentary poli-
tical party immune from split.
And no split ever was ideology-
based. There were several rumo-
urs that the palace had played
significant roles in effecting
splits in the Nepali Congress, the
Communist Party of Nepal (Uni-

fied Marxist-Leninist), the Rash-
triya Prajatantra Party and the
Nepal Sadbhawana Party.

Indeed, rumours had also sur-
faced that Pushpa Kamal Dahal
alias Prachanda and Baburam
Bhattarai, the two main leaders
of the CPN (Maoist) had parted
company. Political parties hardly
gave a good account of them-
selves. To them, government
formation — and not its running
— was of utmost importance. To
make matters worse, political
parties began to vie with each
other in the game of commis-
sions and corruptions. “Pajero
culture”, in which most of poli-
tical leaders would show a keen-
ness for riding and owning Paj-
ero cars, became a prominent
phrase. All this resulted in the
disenchantment of the people
with their leaders.

It was against this backdrop
that the King sought to concen-
trate more and more powers in
his own hands. The first oppor-
tunity came to him in the form of
the recommendation of Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba to
dissolve the Pratinidhi Sabha
(the lower and popular house of
the bicameral Nepali parlia-
ment) in May 2002. He allowed
Deuba to occupy the prime min-
isterial chair in the Singh Durbar
(the Central Secretariat of
Nepal) for some time. But on 4
October 2002 he dismissed Deu-
ba and assumed all executive
powers.

After Deuba’s removal, he
indulged in another kind of poli-
tics. He appointed two prime
ministers of the panchayat era in

WHITHER NEPAL?

/Serious Questions For The Monarchy x'/\”

succession (Lokendra Bahadur
Chand and Surya Bahadur Tha-
pa). While Chand had always
proved to be more loyal than the
king himself, he was never
known for his efficiency, Thapa
was known as a relatively good
administrator who had never
shown any fondness for Gyan-
endra. When Thapa was remov-
ed from the prime ministership
in the partyless panchayat days
of 1983, he had without naming
Gyanendra used sarcastic words
for the latter. Gyanendra pro-
bably sought to show that he
could tolerate Thapa if the latter
could help solve the Maoist
problem.

Power-grabbing Acts

By the time of the second re-
moval of Deuba, King Gyanen-
dra had become bolder. By this
time, he had probably become
overconfident. One wonders
why he took three years to hold
elections if he could not allow
Deuba even a year’s time. In his
address to the nation on 1 Feb-
ruary, King Gyanendra stressed
this commitment to constitu-
tional monarchy and multi-party
democracy. But he has done so
intriguingly by making the mon-
archy absolute and multi-party
non-existent in the choice of his
10-member ministry constituted
under his own chairmanship.
King Gyanendra has been indul-
ging in various power-concen-
trating acts under Article 127 of
the Constitution of the Kingdom
of Nepal, 1990, which reads: “If
any difficulty arises in bringing
this Constitution into force, His
Majesty may issue necessary o-
rders to remove these difficul-
ties. The orders so issued shall
be placed in Parliament”. He
lost no time in dissolving Parlia-
ment’s lower house in May 2002.
He made it a prestige point not
to revive it despite demands
from mainstream political part-
ies. Worse, he never allowed any
session of the Rashtriya Sabha,
the upper and permanent house
of the bicameral parliament.

What King Gyanendra has
been doing has unified all demo-
cratic elements within Nepal.
Besides, all democracy-loving
people and governments are
speaking in almost the same lan-
guage. His throttling of the fun-
damental human rights have
united all freedom-loving people
within and outside Nepal.
Worse, the Royal Nepal Army,
with whose help King Gyan-
endra wishes to run the king-
dom, has never given the impres-
sion of being an efficient and
disciplined body. Indoctrination
efforts by the Maobadis have
made many of them politically
conscious on ethnic, caste and
regional lines.

King Gyanendra’s actions
have put serious question marks
before the institution of monar-
chy itself. The number of sup-
porters of the republican form of
government is on the increase.
The history of the monarchy in
Nepal itself has not been that of
a service and welfare-oriented
institution. Many, indeed, fee}’

King Gyanendra is hastening {He
end of monarchy in Nepal.
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~Arms for Nepal

(‘é, - Pragmatism is the key G \'V

pra at1c appreciation of ground realities, underligs the
ndian decision to maintain supplies of arms and amMuni-
tion to the Nepal army — that is the upshot of defence
minister’s response to their request to continue existing ar-
rangements. It would have been all too easy for New Delhi to
have played to the gallery and suspended supplies in a bid to
pressure the palace in Kathmandu to restore a popular gov-
ernment. More so when the army is being used in exercise of {}
the king’s authority, but the Maoist factor has had its
influence. Any dilution of the Nepal army’s drive against left-
wing insurgents would imply adverse implications for India’s
security. Only a few days ago, there were reports that ammu-
nition was low. Should the shortage have become critical, an
alternative source might have been tapped — China. No need !
to speculate on possible consequences. ;
India, however, would have to consider doing a bit more
than providing the Royal Nepal Army with munitions. Since
the drive against Maoists is likely to be stepped up, there is
every possibility of some of them crossing into India and try-
ing to establish themselves in the porous borders from where
they could launch strikes. This must not be permitted, they
are not to be confused with seeking political asylum, formal
or otherwise. Having suffered because neighbouring coun-
tries have not cracked down on anti-India militants, we must
not permit our territory to be similarly misused. It must also
be borne in mind that the major political parties in Nepal
have rejected the Maoists’ overtures to make common cause
against the palace. Maoists must not be allowed to gain even
a veneer of legitimacy. India walks a tightrope. It has done
well to lead in condemning what the palace has done and
must continue for what it-calls democracy. Yet it must also
continue to engage the palace, not push it into a corner. Ap-
plying pressure for restoration of democracy while assisting in
keeping insurgents under pressure must be the basis of a
twin-track policy. Which is distinct from double-speak.
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Nepal riva

King gathers

o loyalists -«

.HEMANTH

Kathmandu, Feb. 14: King
Gyanendra named two former
royalist Prime Ministers as
deputies in a move to further
strengthen his position even
as six leading political parties
joined hands for a campaign to
restore multiparty democracy
in Nepal.

Gyanendra pulled out 80-
year-old Kirti Nidhi Bista
from virtual oblivion and ap-
pointed him vice-chairman in
charge of crucial portfolios
like industry, commerce, agri-
culture and health.

The US said on Monday it was
calling its ambassador to
Nepal home for consultatio-
ns. The envoy would return
to Nepal after about a week,
the state department said.

European Union member
states, including Britain,
have also recalled their am-
bassadors from Kathmandu
for consultations.

Analysts interpreted the
move as a pro-China postur-
ing. Bista had vociferously
advocated a China tilt during
his tenure in the late 1960s. La-
st year, he headed a three-me-
mber delegation to China to
attend a conference. The appo-
intment came amid reports th-
at Delhi had stopped military
aid to the Royal Nepal Army.

The appointment of Tulsi
Giri is also significant. During
his two stints as Prime Minis-
ter under Gyanendra’s father

g

King Mahendra in the 1960s,
Giri worked towards banning
all political activity.

The hardcore loyalist has
been given the portfolios of
law, justice and parliamentary
affairs; water resources, land
and transport management;
forest and soil conservation;
and science and technology.
The 79-year old, who had mi-
grated to Sri Lanka a few
years ago, was called by the
palace for discussions three
weeks ago and had been camp-
ing in a five-star hotel since.

While the king moved to
tighten his grip, six parties led
by the Nepali Congress came
together to launch a campaign
for restoring democracy. Ad-
dressing a news conference,
Nepali Congress leader
Shekhar Koirala said the
move was aimed at putting up
a united front against the “au-
tocratic and repressive regime
of King Gyanendra”.

Besides the Nepali Congre-
ss, the front includes the Nep-
al Communist Party (United
Marxist-Leninist), Nepal
Sadbhavana Party (A), Nepal
Communist Party (United),
Nepali Congress (Democratic)
and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Mashaal).

Koirala, who was flanked
by representatives of all the
parties who escaped the crack-
down following the February 1
coup, urged the international
community, especially India,
to support their crusade. He
also said all the parties were
looking at the possibility of
co-operating with the Maoist
rebels to restore democracy.
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Giri (left) and Bista (centre) take the oath of office in Kathmandu on Monday. (Reuters)
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Delhi walks tightrope

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 14: India did
a balancing act on Nepal tod-
ay, reaffirming its commitm-
ent to democracy but also
making it clear that it has no
choice but to work with “whi-
chever government is exerc-
ising power” in Kathmandu.
Foreign secretary Shyam
Saran said: “While democra-
cy remains India’s abiding
conviction, the importance of
our neighbourhood requires
that we remain engaged with
whichever government is ex-
ercising authority in any
country in our neighbour-
hood.” Saran did not men-
tion Nepal but it was clear

which “neighbourhood”
country he had in mind.
“Abandonment of
democracy” by King Gyanen-
dra is not the solution to the
problems in Nepal, but the
country’s stability and prog-
ress also depends on the “two
pillars” of parliamentary
democracy and constitu-
tional monarchy, Delhi felt.

Saran was ambiguous
when asked whether India
was contemplating suspen-
sion of arms supply to the
Royal Nepal Army.

“The issue was under con-
tinuous review,” is all he
would say.

On a day of diplomatic
parleys, foreign minister Na-
twar Singh held discussions

£5 200

with Shiv Shankar Mukher-
jee, the Indian ambassador in
Kathmandu, and Nepalese
ambassador in Delhi Karna
Dhoj Adhikary.

The meeting between Si-
ngh and Mukherjee was the
first between the two after
the Indian envoy’s meeting
with the king. The details
were not made public.

Singh is said to have told
him that Delhi wanted resto-
ration of democracy, freed-
om of press and immediate
steps to release political lead-
ers, rights activists and
scribes.

To discuss Nepal among
other things, British foreign
secretary Jack Straw would
arrive in India on Friday.

Army
training to
continue

SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, Feb. 14: India will
continue to train officers and
personnel of the Royal Nepal
Army despite calls for a suspe-
nsion of military aid to Kath-
mandu after King Gyanen-
dra’s coup, a top defence min-
istry source said here today.

Nepal’s army relies heavi-
ly on international military
training — chiefly by India,
the UK and the US — for its of-
ficer cadre. The UK, which like
India wants restoration of
parliament in Nepal, suspend-
ed military training for Nepali
army officers in its academy
at Sandhurst shortly after the
coup in Kathmandu.

Cadets for the RNA are
routinely admitted to the Na-
tional Defence Academy in
Khadakvasla and the Indian
Military Academy in Dehra
Dun. RNA officers also under-
go courses of the Indian Army
at the staff college and in the
college of combat. Last year,
about seven companies from
the RNA were trained at the
Counter Insurgency and Jun-
gle Warfare School in
Vairangte, Mizoram.

“Their (Nepal's) officers
are being trained here not
being asked to go back or that
all military to military rela-
tions have been cut off,” a de-
fence ministry official said.
“We are not asking them to go.
We are not even thinking of
doingso.”

The official was speaking
just after the foreign secretary
Shyam Saran said that India’s
military aid to Nepal was
“under continuous review”. ,
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Agencies
New Delhi, February 13

AFTER FORMER Nepal
Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala’'s daughter
Sujatha, it was the turn of
his nephew, Shekhar, to flee
to India.

Shekhar Koirala, reach-
ing Delhi from Koiralas’
hometown Viratnagar near
Indo-Nepal border town
Jogbani, told that the peo-
ple are “feeling scared and
insecure.” He, however,
said he plans to go back to
Nepal soon to organise peo-
ple against the king,

“I won't stay here for
long. I want to go back to
Nepal as soon as possible. I
feel that I should be there.
Most of the people had not
experienced such atrocities
like what happened during
the 1960 onslaught on
democracy,” Sekhar, son of
G. P Koirala’s younger
brother Keshav, said.
“There is an overwhelming
presence of police and in-
telligence personnel every-
where which disturbs
everyday life,” Shekhar,
also a prominent Nepal
Congress leader, said.

He said three working
Committee members of
Nepal Congress are also
planning to cross over to
India in the coming days.
“The people are shaken
and shocked. We need to
boost their morale and con-
vince them for fighting,” he
added.There is “nothing
great in simply getting ar-
rested,” he said adding “the
situation is getting worse
and it is becoming difficult
to operate from Nepal.”

Working Committee
members Krishna Situala
and Ramvardhan Yadav
will be crossing over to In-
dia. Yadav, who can also
speak Benali, will tour
West Bengal and Bihar,”
Sekhar said adding the ad-
ministration is after the
Nepali Congress leader-
ship to crush any upris-
ings.

A\ )

Koirala kin flees

AP

Nepalese King Gyanendra greets Cabinet ministers as he arrives to attend a festival at the
Hanuman Dhoka tempie in Kathmandu on Sunday.

Capital under siege

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 13

MAOISTS ON Sunday put
Kathmandu in danger of
getting cut off from the rest
of Nepal. Their call for an
indefinite kingdom-wide
transport blockade against
the February 1 royal coup
heavily disrupted traffic on
two major routes, through
which the 1.5 million resi-
dents of the city get their
supplies from the Nepalese
lowlands, India and China.

The blockade comes
amid fresh refusal by the
Maoist leadership to revive
peace talks with the gov-
ernment. It declared that it
would now fight for aboli-
tion of monarchy. Earlier,
Communist rebels were
ready to give King Gyanen-
dra a status similar to the

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

one Norodom Sihanouk
had in Cambodia. On Satur-
day, the government said it
was awaiting the Maoists’
response to its call for talks.
It added that it had no plans
to issue them a fresh appeal
as the king had told them to
join the peace process in
his February 1 proclama-

tion. Adding more to King’s
woes, the Nepali Congress,
declared it would start a
mass movement for democ-
racy from February 18,
which Nepal celebrates as
Democracy Day. On this
day in 1950, King Tribhu-
van (present monarch’s
grandfather) and the Con-
gress together had ended
Rana oligarchy to establish
constitutional democracy
and multi-party democracy.

Despite all this, on the
occasion of Vasant Pancha-
mi, the king sat through the
vasant shravan ceremony
(oral transformation of
knowledge to the king by
high priests) at the Old
Durbar Square. Elsewhere
in the kingdom, loyalists
orgnanised rallies and lit
oil lamps to welcome his di-
rect rule.



KATHMANDU, FEB. 13. The
Maoists in Nepal today reject-
ed the Government’s offer of
talks and vowed to abolish the
monarchy, even as the traffic
blockade called by them dis-
rupted transport outside the
capital. ’
There was no place for im-
mediate talks with the author-
ities, the Maoist spokesman,
Krishna Bahadur Muhara, and
the Maoist leader, Prachanda,
said. The Maoist demands for a
Constituent Assembly, an in-
terim Government and a round
table conference were being
“refocussed,” Mr. Muhara told
the BBC. They would now fo-

cus on the abolition of
monarchy.
On high alert

Nepal’s military was on high

alert to counter the blockade
with helicopters and army con-
voys escorting fuel trucks and
other vehicles that passed
through Kathmandu valley.
However, traffic around Kath-
mandu and the western cities
of Pokhara and Nepalganj was
severely affected. The blockade
coincides with the tenth anni-
versary of the  Maoist
insurgency.

Very few vehicles except
minibuses operated in the
south-eastern part of the coun-
try with long-route bus services
and public goods carriers at a
standstill. However, businesses
functioned normally in the ci-
ties.

‘No negotiations’

The tough talk from Maoists
came as the Government ruled
out any further appeals to
them for negotiations. “The
call made in the King’s procla-
mation is enough for them if
they are serious about resolv-
ing problems amicably,” said

“Nepal rebels reject t

King Gyanendra of Nepal arrives at the Hanuman Dhoka

palace in Kathmandu on Sunday to attend the ‘Basant
Srawan (welcoming the spring season)”’ function. — Reuters

the Cabinet spokesman and In-
formation and Communica-
tion Minister, Tanka Dhakal, in
the first Government press
conference after the royal
coup.

Mr. Dhakal said the “so-
called blockade” only had
“minimal impact” on normal
life. Due to the media censor-
ship, there has been little cov-
erage of the blockade, but Mr.
Dhakal said the free press
would not be controlled, while
cautioning that the media
should not do anything that

promoted violence and helped
the insurgents. The Govern-
ment claimed it had adequate
stocks of food and fuel, and
said it would punish firms
hoarding goods.

Appears in public

King Gyanendra made a
brief public appearance in the
old Hanuman Dhoka Palace,
his first since the royal coup
and declaration of Emergency
12 days ago, to attend a reli-
gious ceremony to mark the ar-
rival of spring. But he made no

s offer

-1
‘]l{:)Q':men[ts to the mediaper-

sons, who were kept far away.
— PTI

Escapes to India

PTI and ANI report from
New Delhi:

The former Nepal Prime
Minister, Girija Prasad Koira-
la’s nephew and a Nepal Con-
gress leader, Shekhar Koirala,
today escaped to India. On re-
aching Delhi from the Koiralas’
hometown of Viratnagar near
the India-Nepal border town of
Jogbani, he told PTI that the
people are “feeling scared and
insecure.” However, he said he
plans to go back to Nepal soon
to organise the people against
King Gyanendra.

Three Working Committee
members of the Nepal Con-
gress are also planning to cross
over to India in the coming
days, he added.

“The situation is getting
worse and it is becoming diffi-
cult to operate from Nepal,” he
said.

Rally planned

The former Nepal - Prime
Minister, Girija Prasad Koira-
la’s daughter, Sujata Koirala, in
her first meeting with Nepali
migrants here, said she would
hold a massive rally on Febru-
ary 19 in New Delhi.

Holding the meeting under
the aegis of the Nepali Jansam-
park Samiti, she said the forum
would stage a dharna in front
of the Nepalese Embassy here
and launch a signature cam-
paign.

The forum also appealed to
international human rights or-
ganisations to look into the
state of affairs in the Hima-
layan kingdom, following the
clampdown by King Gyanen-
dra last week.
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s of now there seems to be a

policy vacuum in New Delhi

towards Nepal. An executive

monarch, by posing the
choice as stability versus Maoist disor-
der, is attempting to force New Delhi’s
hand. Indian policy towards Nepal is
caught between opposing the regression
of Gyanendra and violence of the ultra-
left on the one hand and the fear of re-
turning to the chaos that prevailed be-
fore the palace struck, on the other.

The confusion in New Delhi is com-
pounded by the fact that Nepalese politi-
cal parties appear discredited and their
leaders as corrupt as the old feudal ele-
ments they replaced. Their incompe-
tence has been shown up repeatedly and
single families and clans have monopo-
lized power. New Delhi,

Doing right by the Nepalese

India gets frightened easily when there
is a talk of a Maoist alliance across the
border. Taking a leaf out of his father’s
book, he has added to this the fear of
China and Pakistan gaining influence in
Kathmandu. He deliberately ignored the
Indian ambassador, preferring to meet
the Americans and the British emis-
saries first. Gyanendra knows India’s
hot buttons. But the very fact that he is
pressing them shows that he needs
India.

ever, limited. New Delhi’s dilem-

ma is that it does not want to push
Gyanendra to the wall and yet deal with
him firmly. Cornering the king, al-
though he richly deserves it, would
mean immense suffer-

T he choices before India are, how-

like the people of
Nepal, is not unjustifi-
ably frustrated with
Kathmandu’s political
elite.

The monarchy that

" ments

£ If Maoist move-

gain ground along

ing for the Nepalese
people. The radical talk
of trade blockage and
cutting off oil supply
routes is nothing but
vacuous, irresponsible

were to

wantstoexercisepower the border of India, and impractical.

in the name of the peo-

The broad contours

ple, however, is even it would not be of apolicy that involves
more corrupt, much because of a firm disapproval of
less accountable, shuns Gyanendra’s retro-
power-sharing and is the Nepalese grade action as well as
undeserving of any Maoists! the Maoist violence

support. The only hon-

est politicians, if you

like, are the Maoist leaders and India
cannot support them.

ing Gyanendra is playing on the
B Indian fear of a Maoist spillover.
The spectre of communism —a
red corridor running through India
from Nepal — is being raised. While
Bihar and Jharkhand already have in-
digenous Maoist movements, if similar
movements were to gain ground else-
where along the border in India, it would
not be because of the Nepalese Maoists
but because of the incompetent gover-
nance within. Why paint Prachanda and
Baburam Bhattarai as villains when the
people whose incompetence is creating a
fertile ground for disaffection amongst
the poor are closer home — the Rabri
Devis, Laloo Yadavs, Babulal Marandis,
Mulayam Singh Yadavs and N.D. Ti-
waris of our own?
However, Gyanendra knows that

must centre on promo-

tion of democracy, a
process of reconciliation with the
Maoists and the political parties and de-
escalation of the civil war in Nepal.

Consider the worst-case scenario in
Nepal: the political parties and the
Maoists do not find any common
ground; the king is able to bamboozle
India into continuing to supply arms;
and the civil war continues. A protract-
ed and widespread conflict would mean
refugees pouring into India in numbers
much beyond the capacity of the states
bordering Nepal to absorb them.

India then would have to deal with a
truly failed state. In such a scenario, the
Indian army may have to move in to help
the king. Should that eventuality arise,
India would have its own Vietnam in its
backyard.

To avoid this doomsday scenario,
without legitimizing the actions of Gya-
nendra, two processes of dialogue are
necessary in Nepal: one with the politi-

HAN

BHARAT BH/US

The fear factor

cal parties and another with the
Maoists. The former requires releasing
all the political leaders and allowing
their free movement. This decision rests
entirely with the king.

It is necessary to release the political
leaders, intellectuals and human rights
activists because without their partici-
pation and consent, the talks with the
Maoists would be meaningless. Has
monarchy given up its privileges
through direct negotiations anywhere
in the world? Is Gyanendra willing to
make Nepal a Republic for the Maoists to
give up arms? Clearly that is not the
case.

Whatever change takes place in
Nepal has to be gradual or else it will be
extremely divisive if not also bloody.
Such progressive

India, meanwhile, should not resume
arms supplies to Nepal even though
there is pressure on it to do so. The Royal
Nepal Army should be asked first to ac-
count for the weapons supplied up to
now. If it is found — and one can lay a
wager that this is the case — that the
weapons have found their way to the
Maoists, then does it make any sense for
India to intensify the conflict by indi-
rectly arming the rebels?

esuming arms supply is not the
Rway out. The RNA is already

using helicopter gunships ag-
ainst the Maoists. As the number of non-
combatant deaths rise, there will be in-
ternational hue and cry and India
will have to bear the brunt of the criti-
cism. Unless the King is
seen to be doing the

change has to be under-
written by the civil so-
ciety and the political

right thing by his peo-

‘ Gyanendra keeps pie, there should be no

institutions of Nepal. harping about resumption of arms
They need to be revived P 9 . supplies from India. A
for this purpose. They ~ th€ cONstitution —  jicense to murder can-

alone can mediate the
process of reconcilia-
tion with the Maoists.

let him use the ex-
isting constitution

not be given — not for
ten days and nor even
for the 100 days that

to open new Gyanendra is asking

ndia must, there- for.
Ifore, press the king avenues to the And while India
to revive parlia- future’ should support politi-

ment. It is an easy and
rational way of open-
ing peaceful avenues of resolving the
present crisis. Elections would be anoth-
er mechanism. However, free and fair
elections in times of civil war are ruled
out.

Even to move to a constituent assem-
bly, constitutional mechanisms are
needed. Gyanendra keeps harping about
the constitution — let him use the exist-
ing constitution to open new avenues to
the future. A revived parliament can
then mandate negotiations with the
Maoists. The dialogue for reconciliation
will then have a democratic institution-
al basis — absent in the king’s offer of
talks with the Maoists. The parliament
can also pave the way for a constituent
assembly demanded by the Maoists. In
short, a revived parliament can be the
bridge between the old and the new situ-
ation — it can take Nepal from the pres-
ent impasse to reconciliation with the
Maoists.

cal refugees who escape
to India, it should not
encourage their influx. Every political
hopeful wants endorsement from Delhi
— consider, for example, that two such
aspirants with appropriate pedigree
have lost no time in parking themselves
in India already. New Delhi should not
get into the business of endorsing politi-
cians in Nepal — it has done so in the
past and suffered.

couraged, those who come to India

will get branded for ever to their dis-
advantage. It is better to endorse, even if
indirectly, the campaigns of interna-
tional human rights organizations in-
cluding their “at risk” lists. Only those
who are likely to be eliminated by the
Nepalese security forces — and they are
largely in the human rights organiza-
tions rather than in the established par-
ties — should be protected if they come
to India.

I f an influx of political refugees is en-
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Seven Maoist leaders currently lodged in Indian jails

It’s an old palace ploy, they say. By pitting noble notions of d ' ' '
_ : ) . _ _ emocracy against the crime of insurgency, Nepal’s King Gyane [
simply flexing the muscles of his own sovereignty. But he is underestimating the Maoists, reports Azhis (:halg(ra);)artinOIra N

or the three-year-old it
must all have been child’s
play. His family — grand-
father, father and broth-
ers — fled the country,
leaving him behind at his
maternal uncle’s home. Then the Pri-
me Minister of the kingdom took him
to the temple inside the old palace,
crowned him King and ruled in his
name before the real monarch was
put back on the throne. Unknowingly,
the child-king saved the Monarchy.

_ Atthree, Nepal’s first-ever child-
king could do nothing about being
used as a pawn by the Prime Minister,
Mohan Shamser Rana. He knew noth-
ing about India’s Prime Minister,
ngaharlal Nehru, refusing to recog-
nise the child-king propped up by the
powerful Ranas who ruled Nepal,
keeping the monarchs virtually pris-
oners in the palace.

Fifty years later, King Gyanendra
vyould save the Monarchy again, this
tlm_e even more dramatically. As the
entire family of his elder brother and
p;edecessor, King Birendra, was
wiped out in the palace massacre of
Juqe 1,2001, he ascended the throne of
a kingdom anguished over the royal
massacre and even angry at his “con-
spiracy” in it. As he rode the horse-
drawn royal chariot to the palace
after the coronation at the same tem-
ple in the old palace at Hanumandho-
ka, the crowds hurled abuses at him.

He would also be an unusual
monarch in many ways. A shrewd
businessman before he became King,
he set about immediately thereafter
building bridges with a grieving and
cgnfused people. He would be the first
kmg who would allow people to touch
him — at the public receptions which
he addressed in different parts of the
cquntry. This was no small feat for a
klng who is also seen as a reincarna-
tion of the Hindu god, Lord Vishnu.
He was the also the first royal to
marry off an offspring — his daugh-
ter in this case — to a commoner — a
businessman of the Thakur caste.
(The royal family is Rajput by caste,
from Sisodia in the Indian state of Ra-

jasthan). But large numbers of people
still saw him as one who stole the
throne with blood and regicide.

And now, when on February 1, he
staged the coup against Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s government, India — and
‘most other democratic countries —
cried foul. But the King gave his rea-
sons for the move. He told his people
'he had taken over to save the country
from its politicians and the Commu-
nist rebels who took it to the brink of
disaster. He even swore his commit-
‘ment to multi-party democracy and
‘constitutional monarchy.

How right he was, echoed all the
King’s men — from the kingdom’s
business and professional elite to die-
hard Royalists and other privileged
sections of the people. Messages hail-
ing the Monarch’s move came pour-
ing in also from Kathmandu’s well-
known cultural and literary personal-

ities such as the Nepalese film actor,
Krishna Malla, the Royal Academy
chief, Basudeb Tripathi and writer
Ravi Charan Srestha. Even some sec-
tions of the common people, who
were disillusioned with the politi-
cians and terrorised by the Maoist
rebels, wondered aloud if the King
was hot the best bet against the doom
that had enveloped the country.

tivists and other pro-democra-

cy groups could not disagree
more. By staging the coup, they argue,
the King has not only murdered
democracy but also struck a death-
blow to the Monarchy itself. To them,
the King’s logic is not merely falla-
cious; it is “dangerous” for the coun-
try’s political and economic stability
and possibly even for its national in-
tegrity. Worse, it threatens the institu-
tion of Monarchy, which is still a sym-
bol of the nation’s identity for the ma-
jority of the people.

The argument goes like this.
Everyone agrees that the politicians
have failed to give the country a stable
political system since the introduc-
tion of multi-party democracy in
1990. Everyone knows that many
politicians are corrupt and would do
anything to be in power. “But that is
true of many democracies. Look at In-
dian politicians. But would any sensi-
ble person suggest that politics is
banned in India, and all powers be
given to one executive?” asks aleader
of the Nepali Congress, the country’s
biggest political party. “And how
about the corruption in the army and
the huge expenses of the palaceina
country that is among the world’s top
10 poorest countries?”

The argument about the Maoists
is contested even more vehemently.
“This is a suicidal move for the
Monarchy itself,” says a leading
lawyer gnd human rights activist. By
banning political parties, the King is
alleged to have left the entire political
space open only to the Maoists. “And
the Maoists are the only ones who
want to do away with the Monarchy
altogether and establish a Commu-
nist republic in Nepal.” .

P oliticians, human rights ac-

THE BLACK
PRINCE

he Monarchy in Nepal has been too closed an institution and the
I media there too young to give the world their versions of Bucking-
ham Palace scandals. But times are a’ changin’, as they say. And the
man who seems to open up the magic casements of the palace is none
other than Crown Prince Paras. The exploits of the young Prince are in-
creasingly keeping the Kathmandu tittle-tattle alive even in normal
times. So much so that one Nepalese weekly, edited by an intrepid woman
journalist, has already earned the reputation of being “Paras specialist”.

Diverse and exciting are the stories about Gyanendra’s only son and
heir-apparent, mostly, though, of the dark variety. Like his mowing down
a well-known Kathmandu personality during one of his fits of drunken
driving, which nearly caused a riot some years ago. Or his favourite
method of terrorising a hapless victim who would have the muzzie of the
Prince’s pistol thrust into his mouth, as it hap-
pened to a policeman guilty of not recognising
“Aren't e ally quiet hen he is sober; h
H : unusually quiet man when he is sober; he

a:lhnch kids is much feared after the drops
e same get the better of him. Evena
everywhere?” cousin’s son may not quite
be safe when he is high, as
the son of Prabhakar Rana recently learnt to his
agony and to the serious damage to his knees. But
then, on last New Year’s Eve, if you happened to be
in one of Kathmandu’s biggest hotels, you could
well be greeted by Paras in a warm happy-
new-year hug. His friends, however, de-
fend his small liberties, “Aren’t all rich
kids the same everywhere? Can’t he
have his pleasures just because he’s a
prince?”

When father Gyanendra staged
the coup, though, Paras was in bet-
ter spirits. He was waiting tobe a
father — for the fourth time. With
another royal line completely ex-
terminated, this could not but be
good news for the survival of the
Monarchy.

ankar Ray (former chief minister of

Many others doubt if the King can
win the battle against the Maoists in
the absence of democratic politics
and depending entirely on the army.
This is not the first time that he has
tried this. Five months after ascend-
ing the throne in June, 2001, he de-
clared the first state of emergency of
his tenure, continued it for nine
months and gave a free hand to the
army to take on the Maoists.

More blood flowed and, as the
Amnesty International report, pub-
lished last month, makes grimly
clear, a large number of “disappear-
ances”, rapes and other tortures took
place to add to the 11,000 casualties of
the Maoist insurrection in the past
nine years. But the army does not
seem to have been able to break the
rebels’ stranglehold on most of the
countryside.

Can the King save
the Monarchy?

for the palace. And, fighting these
Communists depends in a significant
manner on India’s attitude to the
palace. At least seven members of the
central committee of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoists) are current-
ly lodged in jails in India. India has
helped Nepal with more money, arms
and other logistics in the last two
years than ever before in its anxiety to
curb the Maoist menace which spills
over across the 1,400-kilometre-long
and mostly porous border between the
two countries.

agree that the King hopes to use

the Maoist threat to make India
and other democratic countries acqui-
esce to his coup. “It’s like what
Musharraf has done to buy American
support for his illegitimate rule, say-
ing he’s the best bet in Pakistan
against the Islamic fundamentalist
threat and a political vacuum,” one
commentator remarks. But it can
earn him “only a reprieve”, he adds.

The long-term solution for Nepal
and for the Monarchy seems to be in
th(_é strengthening of a democratic po-
litical system. The palace must come
to terms, pro-democracy groups say,
with the reality that the days of the
Monarchy are over. “King Gyanendra
yvould endanger the Monarchy itself
if he pays lip-service to democracy
and constitutional monarchy and
seeks to act like an absolute monarch.
It’s no longer 1960 (when King Mahen-
dra staged his coup against Nepal’s
1_°irst democratic polity),” says a lead-
ing Nepalese journalist.

The problem, however, is that the
1990 constitution, which introduced
parliamentary democracy in the
country, has left enough room for the
palace to short-change democratic
politics. It enables the King to take
over powers in times of “difficulties”
and makes the King’s action immune
to any legal or other challenge.

In their anxiety to get into power,

the political parties seem to have forg-
otten to put adequate safeguards in
the constitution to prevent royal
coups. “We should have followed the
e)gample of Cambodia. By the time
King Norodom Sihanouk was re-
stored to the throne, they had a new
constitution which gave him hardiy
any powers to interfere with the gov-
ernment or the day-to-day administra-
tion. He was to be the symbol of na-
tional unity and continuity,” says an
activist of the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), the
country’s second-largest mainstream
party.

King Gyanendra obviously wants
to be an active Monarch. The question
many are asking is: can he save the
Monarchy?

P olitical and security analysts

The King did achieve one positive
result. Only after he took over, the
Maoists, who began their rebellion in
1996, responded to a ceasefire call and
began the peace negotiations. It was
the army offensive against the
Maoists at Doramba village in
Ramechhap district on August 17,
2003, in which 19 rebels were killed,
that led to the collapse of the second
round of peace talks. But, even as the
talks with the Maoists went on, the
King dismissed four Prime Ministers
in the four years of hisreign.

“He is trying the old palace tricks
of using Communists to destroy the
democracy and thereby keep the
Monarchy powerful,” complains a po-
litical analyst and a former teacher at
Tribhuvan University, who does not
want to be quoted for fear of inciting
the palace’s — and the army’s —
wrath.

here is enough historical evi-

I dence to support his allegation.
Ever since the first democratic
parties began their movements in
Nepal, the monarchs have used Marx-
ists to try and put down the main-
stream parties. While King Birendra
too tried it, this palace ploy was used
more extensively by King Mahendra,
the present ruler’s father. “It’s some-
what like the way Siddhartha Sh-

West Bengal) used the Naxalites to
s iry and keep the CPM at bay,”
he Nepali Congress leader says.

. Many former Communists

have subsequently put on record
. how they had been “mobilised”
by the palace to counter the
spread of the Nepali Congress,
which was the spearhead of
democratic politics and thereby
i considered the biggest threat to
¥ the Monarchy. Perhaps the most
telling symbol of this Monarchy-
Communist entente is none other
than Keshur Jung Raimajhi, the sec-
ond general secretary of the undivid-

ed Communist Party of Nepal, who

was expelled from the party in 1983 .

and became a staunch Royalist. Until
two years ago, he was the chairman of
the Raj Parishad (the King’s council).
Raimajhi, now over 80, was on the
state-run television this time too,
hailing the royal coup.

But the Maoist rebels of today
could prove to be a different ball game
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Pro & anti-king
‘chorus in Nepal

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 11

FOR THE first time since the Feb-
ruary 1 royal coup, pro and anti-
king slogans reverberated almost
simultaneously in Kathmandu on
Friday afternoon.

On Shukrapath near the old
palace square, a group of monar-
chists walked past, shouting “
Hamro raja hamro desh pran
bhandaa pyaro chha (We love our
king and country more than our
lives).” About 500 km ahead at Tyo-
da near the tourist hub of Thamel,
asmall group of mainline Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Unified Marx-
ist Leninist) activists held a protest
rally that lasted just about a
minute. Security personnel in-
stantly swooped down on them as
they shouted, “ We want Democra-
cy” and “ Gyanendra, quit Nepal “
and threw white and red leaflets.

Three protesters were caught
while the rest disappeared into the
nearby narrow and serpentine
lanes. Residents, who initially
looked shocked and confused by
the incident, were later seen quiet-
ly picking up and reading the
leaflets. UML cadre, Mohan Dhun-
gel, remarked, “ This is the begin-
ning of our resistance movement,”
At Ratna Park, Sunita Roka, a UML
cadre, was arrested while distrib-
uting the leaflets.

The leaflets, brought out by the
UML’s central and Kathmandu val-
ley comitteees, said the royal coup
had pushed Nepal to the brink of
disaster. They described as “eye-
wash,” the king’s claims that he
had taken direct control of the
country to protect democracy. Sus-
pecting the king's motive, they
questioned, “ Did not the king say
I am not going to sit quite like my
brother ( King Birendra),” I want
to be seen as well as heard, “ and “

Hunt on for 145 prisoners

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

REUTERS
A monk feeds birds at a Stupa in
Kathmandu on Friday, Tibetan New
Year’s day. Nepal recently closed
down Dalai Lama’s office there.

the king must have an active role”
earlier?

The UML warned, “ The king
has perched himself on a tinder-
box, Now he to fight mainstream
parties as well as Maoists.” It
called upon all parties to jointly re-
sist “ autocratic monarchical
rule.”

It is planning to start a mass ag-
itation later this month. The
Nepali Congress is also holding
talks with mainline parties to forge
a joint front against the king. Its
spokesman, Arjun Narsingh,
said, “ We will soon announce our
plan of action.”

Meanwhile security forces
scoured western Nepal for 145
prisoners sprung from jail by
Maoists, as the army vowed to foil
a road blockade threatened by the
rebels to protest King Gyanendra's

seizure of power 11 days ago. A

12 FEP 2005
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KATHMANDU, FEB. 10. Police today
smothered the first political pro-
test against King Gyanendra’s
assumption of power and sus-
pension of civil liberties, arrest-
ing a handful of demonstrators.

At least a dozen people were
thrown into vans by the police in
riot gear as they turned up in
ones and twos at a heavily
guarded traffic intersection
here. They were quickly driven
away, said witnesses and the
Human Rights and Peace Socie-
ty, which organised the protest.

“Give our rights back! Democ-
racy is in our soul,” shouted one
woman, before she was bundled
off. Another protester waved a
black cloth as a group of police-
men lifted him into a blue wire-
meshed van. “Withdraw the roy-
al proclamation,” shouted
another.

Maoist attacks

Elsewhere in the troubled
Hindu kingdom, a group of
around 300 Maoist rebels,
armed with crude bombs and
automatic weapons, launched
simultaneous attacks on a jail, a
branch of Nepal’s central bank
and two police stations in the re-
mote western town of Dhangadi
early today.

The Maoists broke open the
gates and stormed the jail after a
90-minute gunfight with police-
men and freed about 150 prison-

police

ers, including rebels, an army
statement said, in the first big
strike since King Gyanendra’s
action.

Five policemen were killed in
the jail attack in Dhangadi, 660
km from Kathmandu. The area
is a Maoist stronghold.

crush

Abody thoight t¢be of arebel

was found oulide the jail. “We
believe more rebels might have
died in the battle,” said an army
officer. The Maoists usually take
away bodies of fallen comrades
from the battlefield.

In Kathmandu, political activ-

/4
otest

ists hoped the protest in the cen-
tre of the capital would help
ignite a nationwide campaign
against the monarch’s decision
last week to sack the govern-
ment, detain political leaders
and suspend civil rights. —
Reuters

BRAVING THE REPRESSION: Surrounded by policemen this human rights activist protests
agalnst King Gyanendra’s emergency rule in Kathmandu on Thursday. — AP

TRE HINDU
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For India, the defeat of Maoists in Nepal is the first goal
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‘ ‘ to come
down on
those gu-
ys like a

ton of bricks,” President Bill Clin-
ton swore that fateful morning in
May 1998 on being told that India
had exploded a nuclear device in the
Rajasthan desert. The president
threw, what his deputy secretary of
state, Strobe Talbot, described as, a
“yolcanic fit”.

It was not only that the Clinton
administration and the CIA were
apoplectic at the setback to the US
non-proliferation programme, and
even seriously contemplated a
regime change in India. Their real
fury stemmed from the fact that
they didn’t have a clue about the
Pokhran-II plans. Otherwise, like in
1995, they would have prevented it.

Big powers don’t like to be
caught unawares. The elaborate
diplomatic and intelligence estab-
lishments may be powerless to influ-
ence the actual course of events but
they exist in order to anticipate
events and, consequently, deter-
mine their course. A nasty surprise,
predictably, prompts intemperate,
knee-jerk reactions.

India, quite rightly, perceives it-
self as an emerging world power
and the big brother of south Asia. It
relishes the periodic prophecies of
imminent greatness issued by or-
ganizations like the CIA and sundry
merchant bankers. It likes to be con-
sulted, informed and, in turn, leave
its thumbprint on neighbourhood
developments. Two months or so
ago, New Delhi had an inkling that
Nepal’s King Gyanendra was con-
templating assuming direct charge
of the country’s affairs and jettison-
ing a discredited and fractious polit-
ical class. It advised the king
against removing the buffer be-
tween the Maoist insurgents and
the monarchy. The US too endorsed
India’s stand and Britain's special
envoy lamented the prolonged ab-
sence of a functioning parliament
in Kathmandu.

he monarch held back for the
I moment but chose to ulti-
/ mately disregard the advice.

On February 1, he surprised India
"I — and not least the elaborate 32-
strong R&AW station in Kathman-
du— by staging a monarchist coup.

It is the indignation that comes
from being made a monkey of, and
not the discomfort of having to deal
with an undemocratic dispensa-
tion, that explains the initial out-
rage in New Delhi over develop-
ments in Nepal. The prime minister,
who has no problems exchanging
Urdu couplets with Pakistan’s pres-
ident, Pervez Musharraf, breaking
bread with Myanmar’s Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe and inviting the
King of Bhutan to grace the Repub-
lic Day parade — none of them
pukka democrats — scuttled the

.\
e’re going

ingly faith

SWAPAN DASGUPTA

SAARC summit because he didn’t
want to be seen doing namaste to
King Gyanendra. The Indian army
chief cancelled his goodwill visit to
Kathmandu and there was talk of
suspending all arms sales to Nepal.
Mercifully, the cabinet committee
on security decided otherwise.

To add to its furtive search for a
popular insurrection in Kathman-
du, an over-indignant media pub-
lished ridiculous stories of a
Tiananmen Square-type massacre
in Pokhra. Like in Sri Lanka in the
years preceding the disastrous
Indo-Sri Lanka accord, Indian intel-
ligence operatives in Nepal have

suddenly become over-active feed-
ing visiting journalists with sensa-
tional, half-baked stories of royalist
ineptitude.

Whether at the inauguration in
Washington DC or the polling
booths in Iraq, Gaza and Bihar,
democracy happens to be the
flavour of the season. Under the cir-
cumstances, it doesn’t do for a
monarch to entertain elevated no-
tions of royal duty. Monarchs in the
21st century are meant to be tourist
attractions, not chief executives.

Yet, before the Nepal king finds
his place in the pantheon of dicta-
tors loathed by the friends of the
Maoists — the names of Messrs
Salazar, Franco, Pinochet and the
former Shah of Iran come to mind
— it would be instructive to blend
indignation with an understanding
of the Himalayan kingdom.

First, for all practical purposes,
Nepal has ceased to be afunctioning
democracy since 2002 when parlia-
ment was dissolved. The last elec-
tions were conducted some eight
years ago. All the governments that
have assumed charge since then, in-

cluding those headed by Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, Lokendra Bahadur
Chand and Surya Bahadur Thapa,
have been nominated by the king.
The only difference this time is that
the king has dispensed with the fic-
tion of civilian control.

Second, the turbulence in Nepal
that has cost some 11,000 lives has
not come about because of undilut-
ed royalist ambitions. It began with
the Maoists launching a so-called
people’s war in 1996 and the com-
plete inability of the political class
to cope with the menace. The Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Maoist)
doesn’t believe in either dialogue or

‘ King Gyanendra has

never believed in the

laid-back approach of
his late brother ,

the constitutional path. It despises
the “reactionary” Nepali Congress
and the “revisionist” CPN (UML) as
much as it hates the king. The
Nepali Maoists are the political de-
scendants of Lin Biao, Charu
Mazumdar and Pol Pot.

The king, who has never be-
lieved in the laid-back approach of
his late brother, has merely taken
advantage of thisnational disrepair
to suggest that he can best lead the
charge against the murderers who
wave the red flag. In the process, he
hopes to elevate the status of the
monarchy in Nepal and make it a
force somewhat akin to the military
in Pakistan.

Third, despite encouragement
from India and the West, the politi-
cal class has failed abysmally to get

its act together. G.P. Koirala, the
head of the Nepali Congress — the
most significant political party —
refused to countenance power shar-
ing with either his former party col-
league, Sher Bahadur Deuba, or
leaders of the pro-monarchist
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party. Ordi-
nary Nepalis may be wary of the
king but they are exasperated by the
shenanigans of the politicians.

Nepal has often been called a
“failed state”. It is actually a failed
democracy.

King Gyanendra’s faith in his
own ability to rescue Nepal from the
barbarians at the door may well be
misplaced but the south Asian expe-
rience suggest that non-ethnic in-
surgencies are rarely settled by fol-
lowing democratic niceties — the
so-called “socio-economic” ap-
proach so favoured by the conflict
resolution industry. The Naxalites
in West Bengal, the Khalistanis in
Punjab and the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna in Sri Lanka were defeat-
ed by meticulous military opera-
tions that violated every clause of
the human rights charter. India can
hardly pretend that its own local-
ized counter-insurgency strategies
don’t tally with the course King
Gyanendra is contemplating. Sav-
ing democracy has invariably en-
tailed putting democracy on the
backburner.

s the dust settles in Nepal,
A India has to exercise a few

hard options, It can choose
to make the ruffled egos of its own
establishment the driving force of
punitive action against the king. In
the process it will be handing over
Nepal on a platter to Comrade
Prachanda. It should remember
that it was President Jimmy
Carter’s “ethical” approach in Iran
that created the openings for the
radicals led by Ayatollah Khomeini.
As it is, the Congress is playing a
dangerous game appeasing the
Maoists at home. The newly formed
CPI (Maoist) is delighted at being
able to encash the 10Us it secured
from the Congress during last
year’s general election.

There is, of course, an alterna-
tive course. India must recognize
that the greatest danger to national
security stems from a Maoist victo-
ry in Kathmandu. Such a turn of
events will make the whole of east-
ern and central India vulnerable to
insurgency — a prospect that is deli-
ciously anticipated by a section of
the Pakistani and Bangladeshi mili-
tary establishments.

There is no alternative but for
India to make the defeat of the Mao-
ist insurgency in Nepal its immedi-
ate and unwavering goal. The king
must be engaged constructively and
the Royal Nepal Army has to be
given all the operational assistance
in the war against the insurgents.
The restoration of democracy is a
medium and long-term imperative.
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Nepal

o ““seven leaders

Kathmandu. Buckling under interna-
tional pressure, Nepal government re-
leased seven political leaders, including
two former prime ministers, who were
placed under house arrest immediately
after the imposition of national emer-
gency by King Gyanen-
dra. No explanation
was given for the move.
Among those freed
are founder leader of
Nepali Congress and
former Prime Minister
Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai, leader of CPN-
UML Shahana Prad-
han, former Prime
Minister  Lockendra
Bahadur Chand, ‘Radio Nepal’ said on
Thursday quoting security sources. Oth-
ers included chairman of Rastriya Pra-
jatantra Party Pashupati Shamsher
Rana, chairman of Nepal Labors and
Peasants Party Narayanman Bijucksche
and chairman of Nepal Sadhbhawana
Party Badri Prasad Mandal and chair-
person of NSP Anandi Devi, it said.
Nearly half a dozen political leaders,
including president of Nepali Congress
[ | - u
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govt releases

M

Girija Prasad Koirala, former Prime
Minister and Nepali Congress (Democ-
ratic) president Sher Bahadur Deuba
and general secretary of CPN (UML)
Madhav Kumar Nepal are still under
house arrest, ‘Nepal News’ reported.
Concerned over the
ctions of King Gya-
nendra, who sacked
he four-party govern-
ment led by Deuba on
February 1, US said it
will “continue to press
or the restoration of
ivil liberties in Nepal.
The actions of the
King, in summarily
- dismissing the govern-
ment and declaring a state of emergency
and taking repressive measures such as

banning media and jailing political op--

ponents, is something that we view with
the greatest concern,” state department
spokesman Adam Ereli told reporters in
Washington on Thursday.

Nepal home ministry said on Wednes-
day that 25 peapae havebeen detained and
18 were put under house arrsst to ensure
peace and security in the country. e




“Business hits all-time low

{

~
Dhulabari (Nepal): These are bad
times for businessmen in Nepal. All
they have in hand is time to kill. Lots of
it.

Businesses across the already im-
poverished country has hit an all-time
low and there is widespread fear that
it will get worse as an
increasingly anxious
people loses more
hope with each pass- §
ing day. In Dhulabari,
one of the biggest
business hubs of
Nepal--and the most
important economic
and social corridors to
India as it is a mere 40
km away from Siliguri
in north Bengal—
traders are a worried,
despondent lot. “T do
nothing the whole

By Anand Soondas/TNN }/\5\ $

Sagan Bahadur waits for

\'0 W«“A
crore Wwas more 'like it,” hé%r ts.
Today,\however, it is a different and

sad story. The sales graph has plum-
meted to “just about 25% of what it
used to be”. Moreover, with tourists
and foreign goods-crazy buyers from
Siliguri, Darjeeling, Sikkim, Delhi
and Calcutta carefully skirting Dhu-
labari in the last few years due to the
Maoist  insurgency,
business here has
1 made a paradigm shift

from retail to whole-
1 sale.

“I can talk to you for
| an hour now without
rushing to the count-
er, you can see how my
business is,” says Dhi-
raj Bansal, another
trader. In the last few
years, real estate
prices have decreased
even in capital Kath-
mandu. Many say it

ol

day,” says the owner of cystomers in his empty shop 1as gone down by up

an electronic goods

shop, though he also sells foreign
liquors on the sly. “Sustaining my
business has become a problem. In
fact, why don’t you buy something.
Naam ke vaaste.”

It was generally understood that
this small, dusty town known to large
numbers of Indians as a foreign
goods goldmine, made over Rs 1 crore
in transactions daily. Pankaj, a trad-
er, says that is an understatement.
“There are 350 shops here. Rs 56

THE TIMES

to 70%. Five-star hotel
rates at many places are down from
Rs 9,000 earlier to Rs 3,000. They just
want customers.

Businessmen will not say exactly
what the quantum of loss has been.
That is because they feel this will be
some kind of a comment on the state
of affairs in Nepal. “You know the di-
rection by King Gyanendra about not
letting out any information about
anything,” says a restaurant owner
apologetically.

OF INDIA

N\

g 1°f" 7004



‘King,

Keshav Pradhan 1%;\/\
Kathmandu, February

ON THURSDAY, King Gyanendra
and underground Maoists proved
how strong they were in their re-
spective areas of influence.

In Kathmandu, the monarch'’s
security forces cracked down on
human rights activists who had
gathered on a road close to the
Singhdurbar (national secretari-
at) for a protest demonstration. In
faraway Dhangarhi near the Ut-
tar Pradesh border, Maoists raid-
ed a district prison and set free
168 inmates — a sizeable number
of them were their comrades.

The King, though, released
Nepal’s top seven leaders, includ-
ing K.P. Bhattarai and Lokendra
Bahadur Chand, from house ar-
rest. On Putali Sadak, human
rights activists came out in ones

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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REUTERS
Rights activist Basu Devkota is
being arrested in Kathmandu.

or twos at a time o hold their first
open protest since the February 1
royal coup. Every time they did

Maoist ﬂe>§ muscles”

NG

s0, police instantly took them into
custody. Holding small black
flags, the protesters, belonging to
14 human rights organisations,
shouted, “ Long Live Democracy”
and “Withdraw February 1 royal
proclamation.” The Human
Rights and Peace Society con-
demned the police action.

In stark contrast, Maoists not
only overran the prison in Dha-
ngarhi but also attacked the chief
district officer’s office and the dis-
trict police headquarters. Five po-
licemen were killed and four oth-
ers were injured in the midnight
raid. The body of a suspected
rebel was found near the prison.
An Army official said, “We have
now taken control of the town.”
Eighteen prisoners returned to
Dhangarhi, which is located at

the base of Maoist-infested west- -

ern Nepalese hills, during the day”

P
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“A nation

in crisis:

Where the deaf

6

By Anand Soondas/TNN

Ita Bhatta (Nepal): Fear
is tangible and pervasive
in Nepal. You can touch it,
see it and feel the chill
seep through your body. It
is there everywhere. The
entire nation has gone
mute even as those ruling
it have turned deaf.

In village after village,
in towns and business cen-
tres, a people known for
their innocent garrulity
have turned cold, almost
hostile. “If you want to
talk about politics, please
go away,” says Madhav
Pradhan, a teacher at Ita
Bhatta, a small town with
patches of houses en route
the tiny airport at Bhadra-
pur. Then, offering tea, he
pulls his chair close and
sits quiet. He has nothing
to say. “So, when are you
going back to India?” is all
he has to ask.

King Gyanendra’s diktat
banning all Nepalese citi-
zens from talking about the
new developments—the
coup or the monarchy—is
a law not to be broken. No
one will dare say anything
about the Maoists either,
because they too, like the
government, take swift ac-
tion easily.

“You can understand our
consternation,” says Lalit,
a businessman in Dhula-
bari, an adjoining town.
“The police and the Royan
Nepal Army have their
men everywhere. We also
see and recognise a lot of
Maoists moving around.
Everyone is marked. It is
better to just shut up. The
whole of Nepal, I think,
has shut up.”

On February 6, a gang of
Seven young men were ar-
rested from Dhulabari.
The RNA said they were
arrested from a shop
where they had come to
collect extortion money.
Some local residents
thought they were stu-
dents with democratic
leanings. “If you are ar-

rested, you just disappear.

It’s tougher now because
vour family will not get

& ‘rule the mute\

e\
any information \about
you as all communication

links have been severed,”
says Kailash Acharya, a
college student.

In Kakarbhita, the fear
factor is even more tangi-
ble. You cross the Indian
border and the first sight
that greets you is a contin-
gent of tough-looking RNA
men, all armed with auto-
matic weapons. Some of
them are atop armoured ve-
hicles with long-range ma-

chine guns. There is frisk-
ing going on everywhere.

Petty shopkeepers who
drag in everyday their
rickety cycles laden with
paan, supari and cheap In-
dian toffees—the kind that
poor schoolchildren are
given to help them forget
for a few minutes the bitter
reality around them while
sucking into the hard, sug-
ary lobes—are not spared
either “You Kknow me
babaji,” pleads one such
person too poor to be called
a trader to the RNA jawan
turning his wares upside
down. “I go through this
post everyday” Nothing
will cut through the secu-
rity cordon, though.

“We are not very com-
fortable doing this,” justi-
fies the RNA officer after
the check. “Anybody could
be carrying anything.
How do we know who is a
Maoist sympathiser and
who is not. It is for the
good of the people.”
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- P%l/ace intrigue
C)Q"S‘i hat gives with Gyanendra?

ew Delhi might find it hard to digest the Nepalese
Ambassador’s clarification that the recent political deve-
lopment in his country was “not an exercise by the King to
take more power but to consolidate multiparty democzacy”.
He sees nothing wrong in the King’s action and asserts it was
in keeping with India’s stand that “constitutional monarchy
and multiparty democracy are twin pillars of political stabi-
lity in Nepal”. But had he been so keen on preserving demo-
cracy, what need was there to dismiss the Sher Bahadur
Deuba government in November 2002? Deuba’s was a care-
taker government considering that the King accepted his re-
commendation for parliament’s dissolution in May that year
and all that the Prime Minister wanted was postponement
of a mid-term poll by another six months. Such was the con-
sensus reached at an all-party meeting that authorised Deu-
ba to go into the legal and constitutional aspects of delaying
the poll. Admittedly the constitution does not allow- post-
ponement beyond a stipulated time but surely the King had
other options — for instance, immediate restoration of par-
liament which, according to experts, stands automatically
reactivated if elections cannot be held in time. King
Gyanendra’s motive behind appointing two pro-palace gov-
ernments and reinstating Deuba as Prime Minister, fitted
his strategy to usurp power since he knew none of these was
equal to the task of restoring order and holding elections.
The Maoists have all along insisted on direct talks with the
King and if they now agree to sit with a government of loya-
lists, it will confirm suspicions of some secret understanding
with the King to bypass political parties. The King perhaps
would not have acted so blatantly had he visited Delhi on 24
December. With Deuba and fellow ministers waiting at the
airport to give him a send off, the King cancelled the trip cit-
ing PV Narasimha Rao’s sudden death. That in itself was no
carth-shaking event, and the monarch could have come
calling at a later date. Implicit in his act, though, was that he
does not want Delhi to influence his decisions, certainly not
about the Congress, with which his palace does not have
good relations since Rajiv Gandhi’s time. o
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<" King Gyanendra needs international support to swing the situation in his favour

Thy hand great monarch!

M
ING GYANENDRA'S takeover
K of power on February 1, 2005,
has brought him face to face
with all the popular political forces
of Nepal, the armed Maoists and po-
litical parties. It has also isolated
him from his erstwhile supporters
in the international community,
particularly India, the US, the Euro-
pean Union and Britain. With this
confrontation, not only is the king’s
reputation at stake, but also the
very survival of the institution of
monarchy that he represents.

To win this battle of survival, his
options are limited and difficult.
The one that sounds prudent and po-
litically profitable for him does not
seem to be achievable. And the one
that seems possible is fraught with
destructive consequences.

The prudent option is to engage
the Maoists politically in talks for a
resolution of the insurgency prob-
lem. The talks may yield the imme-
diate peace which he promised the
Nepali people in his takeover ad-
dress. If there is a ceasefire between
the Royal Nepal Army (RNA) and
the Maoists and talks do begin,
pressure on the king against his
takeover may be diffused in both do-
mestic and international circuits.
No wonder then that some of his
ministers have invited the Maoists
for talks ‘without pre-conditions’.
The Maoists have long been desirous
of direct contact with the king, and
such an offer was made taking the
Maoist desire at face value.

However, Maoist leader Prachan-
da has almost categorically refused
to talk to the king while condemning
his political takeover. They may be
feeling confident from the success of
their recent initiatives of ‘strategic

_offensive’, and also, they may not be
keen to bail out the king from the dif-
ficult position he has put himself in
with the coup. The prospect of such

" talks with the Maoists then doesn’t

appear to be bright.

At the same time, it is possible
that the Maoists, being tactically re-
silient, are quietly negotiating for
appropriate conditions to engage
with the king. They perhaps seek to
be assured that the movements of
the RNA during the talks will be re-
stricted and that there will be inter-
national mediation. There might
also be a wish to set a preconceived
‘outcome’ for the talks, in the form of

By S.D. Mun1

o B pef

either an interim government head-
ed by them, or an elected Con-
stituent Assembly to be constituted
under their overall supervision.
Anything less than this may erode
the credibility of the Maoists among
their own supporters and invite a

- charge of seeking power at the mer-

cy of the king. These terms will be
very hard for the king to accept be-
cause such a Constituent Assembly

will pitch the fate of the monarchy -

into a realm of uncertainty.

Any new Constitution by an elect-
ed assembly will remove the RNA
from the king’s control leaving him
politically vulnerable and ineffec-
tive. The king may consider the pos-
sibility of a nominated Constituent
Assembly, the composition and out-
come of which he can manipulate
to his advantage as much as possi-
ble. This will clearly not be accept-
able to the Maoists.

Demands are also voiced from the
king’s side, likely at the behest of se-
curity forces, that before entering
talks, the Maoists must lay down
their arms. There is no likelihood of
the Maoists even considering this as
a price worth paying for talking di-
rectly with the king. Thus, the op-
tion of political engagement for ne-
gotiations between the king and the
Maoists is almost a non-starter un-
der the prevailing circumstances in

“post-coup Nepal.

The second option the king may
exercise is to unleash the army on
the Maoists. The army is claiming
its readiness to take on the Maoists
militarily. The king’s coup, with re-
strictions on fundamental rights
and freedom, media and communi-
cations, national and international

human rights watchdogs, and polit-
ical parties and activities, has creat-
ed desirable conditions for the army
to run riot in Nepal. The chief RNA
spokesman, Brig. General Deepak
Gurung, is reported to have said:
“Now we can solely go after the
Maoists in a single-minded manner
without having to worry about
what’s going to happen on the
streets.” Having obtained massive
quantities of arms and training
from India and the US, and corner-
ing huge budgetary allocations, the
RNA is likely to be upbeat. There
are already reports of heavy mili-
tary movements in a number of sen-
sitive districts.

Notwithstanding the RNA’s confi-
dence, the task of subduing the
Maoists militarily looks almost im-
possible in view of the record of re-
cent army-Maoist encounters. The
Maoists have continued to maintain
their offensive. Senior Indian army
officers dealing with their Nepali
counterparts are often puzzled at
the RNA's timidity despite all the
equipment and training. The RNA
can surely indulge in ruthless
killings of Nepalis in the name of
Maoists. But Nepal’s terrain and the
Maoists’ morale are such that the
latter’s capacity to wage relentless
guerrilla warfare is impressive.

Also now nearly half of the RNA’s
strength is tied up in managing
palace security, civil administration
in district headquarters and a re-
strictive regime of controlling com-
munications and civil rights. In ad-
dition to this, the king’s armed
forces have to deal with the gradual-
ly growing protests and defiance by
political parties.

M

The Kking’s repressive moves are
forcing the hitherto competing po-
litical parties to come together to
fight the monarchy The monarch’s
new 21-point programme of pursu-
ing anti-corruption charges against
political leaders and dangling car-
rots of land distribution, jobs, loans
and financial incentives to rural
and urban Nepali youth will not
erode social support either for the
Maoists or the political parties in
any significant manner.

The efforts to keep the political
leadership on the run and the cadre
confused and directionless may
prove to be counterproductive. The
threatened political cadres may join
the Maoists in opposing the repres-
sion. The Maoists have already
called for a united front with the
political parties and have even ap-
pealed to the second layer of parties’
leadership to forge a common strug-
gle against the monarchy:

While the Maoists may fight
the RNA in rural Nepal, they may
assume the leadership of urban
protests and agitations by party
cadres. There are possibilities of
the rise of a ‘people’s movement’ on
the lines of the 1989-90 experience
in Nepal, which threw out the pan-
chayat system. While the 1989-90
movement was led by a liberal dem-
ocratic leadership, this time the
Maoists and the Left extremists
may be in command and there may
be no space for any compromise
by the monarch.

The king’s only hope for sustain-
ing his military option lies in the
continued military and moral sup-
port from the international commu-
nity. He is quietly mobilising China,
Russia and Pakistan for this pur-
pose. But the support of these coun-
tries may not be adequate and effec-
tive if others disapprove of it.

King Gyanendra has started mo-
bilising support groups in India
and is also pleading for involve-
ment of the United States and
Britain. It remains to be seen if In-
dia and the democratic interna-
tional community will deviate from
their stated positions and decide to
stand against the popular forces of
Nepal to save a repressive regime.

The writer is Professor, School of
International Studies Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi
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King ready for
Maoist talks

Newspapers find voice,
rights flak for goot %
T o

N
“ [ Y Y
AN —

\
NEPAL’'S NEW government headea“y/Kg{g Gyanendra has of-
fered to hold unconditional talks with Maoist rebels to end an in-
surgency that has claimed more than 11,000 lives.

The rebels had previously said they will negotiate only with the
King or his representatives under an international mediator, with
an agenda that includes electing a constituent assembly to draft a
new constitution. “Now they should come for dialogue without any
conditions,” a government statement said on Monday, adding that
those issues can be discussed if the rebels agree to meet a com-
mittee of Cabinet ministers which has still to be appointed. The
Maoist agenda of a round-table conference and an interim gov-
ernment and assembly “can be discussed at the negotiating table.”

Newspapers in Nepal have pressed the government to lift curbs
on press freedom, imposed since the takeover. The Kathmandu
Post daily published a leader on Monday entitled “Reconsider.” It
says it will not challenge the new government but asks it to re-
consider certain provisions of the emergency.

Kathmandu, February 7

Similar articles have appeared in the Nepali-language paper\ '

Kantipur, in what the BBC’s Charles Haviland in Kathmandu de-
scribes as a new boldness creeping into the media. The new gov-
ernment has imposed heavy censorship on the media, mostly im-
plemented by the military. Phone lines have been cut and internet
services suspended since the takeover. ’

On Monday a slew of human rights groups held a meeting in de-
fiance of a ban on gatherings and called for a protest on February
10 near the federal government’s central secretariat in downtown
Kathmandu. The meeting urged activists to court arrest and
called for the restoration of democracy and press freedom. “We
would like to fill the jails of Nepal for the sake of democracy, hu-
man rights and peace,” said Krishna Pahadi, former president of
the Nepal Human Rights and Peace Society.

However, in India two senior Nepalese politicians leading a
group of six who fled across the border at the weekend, urged the
Maoists not to listen to Gyanendra. “We appeal to the Maoists not
to hold talks with the king.... théy should seek a democratic solu-
tion to their demands,” said/Dilendra Bood, former education
minister in Nepal. “The Maoist issue must be debated in the de-
mocratically-elected housé because there are no military solu-
tions.” Vinay Dhwaj Chandra, chief whip in the Nepali Congress
party, called on India tg help. Agencies

\

- -

Nepalegé human rights activist Krishna Pahadi talks about taking on the King in Kathmandu on Monday.

epal bans criticism of army

Associated Press
Kathmandu, February 7

NEPAL'S NEW royal govern-
ment on Monday banned criti-
cism of the country’s security
forces, strengthening a clamp-
down on dissent the King says is
necessary to end a bloody com-
munist insurgency.

The government also banned
political activities by public ser-
vants and authorised the seizure
of private property but eased a
ban on gatherings by private cit-
izens. People may hold work-
shops, meetings and conferences
providing they get permission

first and the gatherings do not
disturb law and order or under-
mine “the kingdom’s sovereign-
ty and integrity,” the govern-
ment said in a statement aired
on state-run media.

The new decree banned any
public comments “made directly
or indirectly” about the security
forces “that is likely to have neg-
ative impact on their morale.”
Violators could be placed under
arrest, the government said.

It said the security forces
could monitor telephones, radio,
fax and e-mail and other forms of
electronic communication and
block them when necessary. It

gave no elaboration on when pri- -
vate property could be seized by
the government.

Gyanendra has said he had
dismissed former Prime Minis-
ter . Sher Bahadur Deuba be-
cause Deuba failed to end the in-
surgency or to conduct parlia-
mentary elections. Nepal has
been without a working legisla-
ture for nearly three years since
Gyanendra fired Deuba for the
first time in 2002. The move set
off street protests, and the King
reinstated Deuba last year. The
rebels have been trying since
1996 to overthrow the governme-
nt and establish a socialist state.
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@ Check the king ..

Gyanendra should know that he has only6ne
option: the speedy restoration of democCracy

W[TH the suspension of civil liber-
ties, Nepal has receded behind a
cloud. Such opacity does not exactly
lend tself to accurate political interpre-
tation. Yet, after almost a week since
King Gyanendra’s coup, it would ap-
pear that he has met with greater resis-
tance than he had possibly envisaged.
India’s disapproval of these extra-con-
stitutional methods has found an echo
in the various capitals of the world. This,
despite the king’s conscious attempts to
project himself like a Nepali version of
Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf,
who has taken on the challenge of fight-
ing the terrorist and the Al-Qaeda fora
saferworld. If Beijjing is indeed tempted
to utilise the present situation to up-
grade its status with Nepal, it would
have to weigh the benefits of such a pol-
icy against the dividends of a cordial re-
lationship with India.

The writ of the king, thanks to a
decade of Maoist insurgency, did not
extend beyond Kathmandu and itsen-
virons in the best of times. Because of
the king’s draconian measures to sup-
press dissent, disaffection within Ka-
thmandu may at present be muted,
but the ordinary citizen here — after
having experienced 15 years of demo-
cratic politics with all its severe limita-
tions — is unlikely to regard a return
to an era of feudal rule with equanim-
ity. The king has actually opened up
another front through his audacious

I
ND4 EXPRESS

over-reach. The Yesgurces of the
Royal Nepal Army are certain to be
greatly stretched in the days ahead.
Today it has to fight the Maoist insur-
gency, on the one hand, and quell dis-
sidence in the capital and protect the
Narayanhitti Royal Palace, on the
other. A coup of thiskind in the age of
globalisation has an additional fall-
out. As the reports carried by this
newspaper indicate, Nepal is on the
brink of a serious liquidity crisis and
the communication black-out that the
king has ordered has seriously under-
mined not only banking transactions
but now threaten manufacturing and
tourism — something that the people
located in the poorest nation in South
Asia canill afford.

The fact that the king — who had
disdained thus far to explain himself to
the world — has now attempted to
mount a justification for his actions be-
fore foreign representatives, including
the Indian envoy, indicates that the
pressure is beginning to tell. This is the
time for India to get its point home that
the king has only one real option be-
fore him: to speedily work towards the
restoration of democracy in his coun-
try. In the short term, this means lifting
the emergency and restoring civil
rights. In the longer term, it would
mean the return of multi-party democ-
racy, including a credible election
process in the not-too-distant future. Y
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‘Nepal gags ar y criticism,
e talks panel

to form

SHIRISH B. PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, FEBRUARY 7

TIGHTENING its grip,
Nepal’s new royal government
today banned political activities
by public servants and all “di-

. rect or indirect” criticism of se-

curity forces fighting Maoists.
The new regime also an-

* nounced its plan to set up a

committee to hold uncondi-
tional talks with the Left-wing
extremists.“The government is

. going to form a committee that

will hold a dialogue with the
maoists soon,” Nepalese Min-
ister for Tourism and Civil Avi-

-ation Buddiraj Bajracharya

said yesterday.

A government notification
broadcast on state media said
any public comments made
“directly or indirectly” about

At the gate of a college in
Kathmandu. Reuters

security forces “that is likely to
have negative impact” have
been banned and violators
couldbe arrested.

Since the imposition of cen-
sorship after-the seizure of
power i

g Gyanendraon

February 1, some newspapers
here have been criticising the
monarchyinasubtle manner,

One such editorial in the
Nepali Times weekly says about
trees being cut down, a clever
metaphor for a gagged press.
The article goes on to say how
trees allow people to breathe
freely, and how their roots hold
the soil together and the need
to “bring back greenery”.

Banning political activities
by public servants, the govern-
ment said it could seize private
property when necessary.

The notification also said
the security forces could moni-
tor telephone, fax, radio, e-
mails and block them when
necessary. The government,
however, easedia ban on public

gatherings, put placed strict
congrols ogythery! —PTI
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EPALI human rights groups
I \I plan to stage the first open
show of defiance since King
Gyanendra seized power last week,
saying they could no longer remain
silent and daring him to “fill the jails.”

Almost a week after the king
sacked the government, suspended
civil rights and banned dissent, lead-
ers of 24 human rights groups and
professional bodies defied arrest 10
meet in a house in Kathmandu on
Monday to decide on action.

They plan to bring their supporters
onto the streets on Thursday outside
a complex housing the Prime Minis-
ter's office and Parliament. But with
communications difficult, it was not
clear how many people would join
the protest.

%yrmsft
a%ge§t Gyanendra

!

e

There have been no major public
demonstrations in Nepal since King
Gyanendra took power almost a
week ago and ordered extra troops,
police and armoured cars onto
the streets.

The ousted government's failure
to make progress in ending a Maoist
rebellion that has killed more than
11,000 people was one of the rea-
sons King Gyanendra gave for his
sudden move.

“We are not going to remain
silent,” said Krishna Pahadi, a leader
of the Human Rights and Peace Soci-
ety. “We dare the government to fil
the jails in the name of democracy.
The government would like to make
Nepal a big jail.”

The king has jailed possibly hun-
dreds of politicians, activists, journal-
ists and rights workers across the
Country. —Reuters

The Economic Time, 8 8 FEB 2005



Kathmandu: Tightening its
grip, Nepal’s new royal gov-
ernment on Monday banned
political activities by public
servants and all “direct or in-
direct” criticism of security
forces engaged in fighting
Maoist insurgency.

The new regime also an-
nounced its plan to set up a
committee to hold uncondi-
tional talks with rebels, who
are fighting to topple the mul-
tiparty democracy and have
denounced King Gyanendra’s
action seizing power, describ-
ing him a “national betrayer.”

A government notification
broadcast on state media said
any public comments made
“directly or indirectly” about
security forces “that is likely
to have negative impact”
have been banned and viola-
tors could be arrested. Since
the imposition of censorship
after the seizure of power on
February 1, some newspapers
here have been criticising the
king in a subtle manner. em

ra
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Gyanendra
takes a cue
from the
Maoists

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 6

IN NEPAL, do as Maoists do.
That’s what must have prompted
King Gyanendra to initiate a
new reforms agenda that focuses
on the welfare of the kingdom’s
bonded labour, landless peas-
ants, dalits and under-privileged
classes.

Previous governments had also
tried to win over these groups-
that form the backbone of the
Maoists’ fighting cadre by initiat-
ing similar reform programmes
that really never took off.

The King’s new council of
ministers has proposed to set up
a land bank for judicious distri-
bution of land among landless
peasants and bonded labourer or
kamaiyas who were freed by the
GP Koirala-led Nepali Congress
government in 2000. It has pro-
posed to give free education to
dalit, underprivileged and dis-
abled students.

The council has paid special
attention to the development of
districts falling in western Ne-
pal’s Karnali zone where the
headquarters of the Maoists’
parallel government is located. It
has offered jobs at home and
abroad to Maoists who have
shunned violence. Besides, it has
adopted several poverty allevia-
tion programmes.

In Maoists-held areas, the
rebels have simultaneously laun-
ched development programmes.
They have banned drinking,
gambling and driven out money-
lenders from villages.

However, the council’s propo-
sed anti-corruption drive is seen
as a move to keep mainstream
parties, which have opposed the
royal takeover, under check.

Meanwhile, Nepali Congress
spokesman Arjun Narsingh KC,
who has been confined to his
house by security forces, said,
“The king has put the institution
of monarchy in danger by taking
direct control of the govern-
ment.” Meera Pokhrel, supplies
minister in the Deuba governm-
ent, said, “My husband is being
detained in Rajbiraj the prison.”

« (X
. AU QD
Avirook Sen
Kathmandu, February 6

THE PALACE official sits alone

in the lobby of the Yak and Yeti
hotel, a few hundred yards from
the Narainhity palace.

He has just ordered a sand-
wich and a drink. It is past mid-
night. Kathmandu is asleep (no
late night telephone calls to dis-
turb anyone, although midnight
knocks cannot be ruled out).

“I finished late” says the offi-
cial, biting into his sandwich.
“And then I went home...”
So? “My house is at the end of a
long driveway. I rang the bell at
the gate for 15 minutes. Nobody
answered. And this (he points to
his cellphone) is useless. So I just
headed here for a bite. I've
booked into a hotel nearby”.

The official eventually got
home at nine the next morning
having spent a night out in the
real world.

For what the King’s men call
“security reasons”, Kathmandu
has been cut off from the rest of
the world—and from itself—for
five days now. The phone lines
are restored (only for calls with-
in Nepal) for a few hours a day,
generally on the whim of whoev-
er it is that is in charge.

You cannot log on to the inter-
net. And everybody, including
palace officials who leave their
office premises at the end of the
day has been affected. When the
telephone lines are up, everyone
types a hopeful www on their
monitors. All the screen says is
“page cannot be displayed”.

Banking services have col-
lapsed. Aid agencies can’t func-
tion. Credit cards aren’t being
accepted in most places. And
Thursday’s lead story in the ma-
jor Nepali daily Kantipur says
the online arm of the Pashupati
temple has run into losses.

The response to their web fa-
cilities — from connecting with
the almighty through cyber-

N J\

Phone’s dead, long live king

REUTERS

A foreigner jogs past Nepalese policemen guarding a Kathmandu road on Sunday.

prayers to mystical firewalls
against evil spirits — has been
very poor. Well business couldn’t
have been very good this past
week. It is doubtful, however,
whether the ‘“guest editors”
(Royal Nepalese Army officers)
who put that day’s paper to bed

would have seen the irony. The
guest editor situation has
changed, reliable sources at
Kantipur told Hindustan Times,
but the net is still down.

At the Pub Maya in Thamel, a
cybercafe owner downs a series
of Rum Punches. He’s out of

business for now, and has no
idea until when. “But I don’t re-
ally mind. The situation in
Nepal had hit the bottom. It can
only improve”, he says ordering
another Rum Punch.

The phone is dead, long live
the King.

Reforming the prince of darkness

Avirook Sen
Kathmandu, February 6

DEVELOPMENTS IN Nepal have
been so dramatic over the last
few days that something pretty
significant has been overlooked.

Crown Prince Paras, arguably
the second-most notorious royal
in the world (after Prince Harry,
of course) sat in on the first meet-
ing of the new council of minis-
ters his father King Gyanendra
appointed on Wednesday.

It will not be his last meeting.
Sources say that since the palace
now has absolute power, the
Crown Prince will be involved in

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

executive decisions.

Paras, whose ascension as
Crown Prince saw major
protests — there were five lakh
signatures collected of irate sub-
jects — has been a royal head-
ache for Gyanendra.

His escapades are many and
various: from running over fa-
mous Nepalese artist Praveen
Gurung, to brawling in night
spots. (Palace officials however,
insist that the fight at Kathman-
du’s Soaltee hotel on New Year’s

Eve “wasn’t the Crown Prince’s
fault”. The Prince’s guards were
rough with some people who
were hugging and shaking hands
with the Paras, thinking there
was a security risk, they say, and
that’s what led to the fight.)

And his fondness for drink (a
trait he shared with his late
cousin, former crown prince
Dipendra) is also well-known.

In the resort of Pokhara, for
instance, locals say he frequent-
ed the Moondance Bar, among
many other watering holes, to
hang out and play pool.

Sources in the palace say that
giving the Crown Prince more

responsibility is the King’s way
of trying to reform his heir. And
eventually groom him to become
more acceptable to the people.
This will probably require a per-
sonality transplant, say people
who have watched the Crown
Prince for some time.

The Monarch, naturally, is said
to be more than a little concerned
about Paras. He doesn’t want it to
appear that Nepal’s royalty lacks
a second line of leadership.

“He wants the Crown Prince
to contribute with ideas”, said a
palace official. The people of
to wonder
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areth Evans could have
been a loveable aging
hippy. But this longest-
serving former foreign
minister of Australia isthe
president of the Brussels-based Interna-
tional Crisis Group. He had first gone to
Nepal as a back-packer in his youth.
“Anyone who claims to have a clear
solution to the Nepal crisis is either ig-
norant or has had too much to smoke
much like me when I first landed in
Kathmandu,” he said to some friends
after returning from Nepal recently.
King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah
Dev, however, thinks that he has a clear
solution — executive monarchy.
Nepalese kings are

or a hammer, every p

seemingly stay in place. Yet the writ of
only the man at the top runs as in the
case of Fujimori’s Peru or Chavez’s
Venezuela.

Nepal’s postmodern monarchy has
become possible because the climate
was right, domestically and internation-
ally. Terrorism created a political space
for authoritarianism. Conservative po-
litical ideas suddenly become kosher.
Witness what happened to the American
society and electorate after 9/11. Even
General Pervez Musharraf’s military
coup went on to be legitimized after the
war on terror. In the wake of the attack
on Indian parliament on December 13,
2001, a draconian law like the Prevention

of Terrorism Act was

known to be pot-heads.
The monarch who spent
his short tenure in a
coma, King Dipendra,

£ In his attempt to
run Nepal as a

passed by parliament.
These momentous

international develop-

ments inspired King

e oo, corporation, with  PYRERcs 1€ FET
ence of a deadly over- himself as a heredi- of the war onterror and
e oo tary CEO, Gyanen- (X000, % S0
ras. His father, King drais usheringina ambition by the inter-
Birendra, apparently nal political situation in
enjoyed a join_t only oc- new phase ) Nepal. The parliamen-
casionally King Gya- tary parties were badly

nendra, however, is not known to be a
pot-head. He seems in full control of his
faculties.

ing Gyanendra is putting in pl-
B ace what an unusually thought-
ful Nepalese commentator, C.K.
Lal, describes as a “post-modern monar-
chy”. King Mahendra and his grandson,
Birendra, although ambivalent towards
democracy, tried to function with writ-
ten constitutions. Theirs was a modern
monarchy. In his attempt to run Nepal as
a corporation, with himself as a heredi-
tary CEO, Gyanendra is ushering in a
new phase.

Lal says that postmodern authoritar-
ianism is different from its earlier
avatars in that all modern institutions,
like the press, and the legal system,

divided and their internecine differ-
ences, fuelled by extreme egotism, had
become irreconcilable. The Maoist left
had mounted a challenge that the par-
ties were unable to meet. Both the parlia-
mentary parties and the extreme left
were reduced to appealing to the monar-
chy as the residual source of power.
There can be little doubt that sooner
rather than later the mobile phone net-
work and internet will be switched on in
the Himalayan Kingdom — in the infor-
mation age such channels cannot re-
main blocked for long or they clog up the
economy. The press and the judiciary
will also start functioning in a manner
of speaking. The king's cabinet will be
justified on the basis of merit and tech-
nocratic talent. The king will announce
some more populist policies. The struc-

)
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Postmodern monarchy

ture of power will seem almost normal.
Foreign dignitaries, including from
India, which suffers from terrible blind-
ness in its neighbourhood, will start
making exploratory forays into Nepal
and genuflecting before the king. Gya-
nendra himself will profess eternal
friendship and talk of strengtheningtra-
ditional ties with India. And soon
pompous voices will emerge from the
gin-drinking foreign policy pundits em-
phasizing “order” over participatory
democracy in backward societies.
Indian television channels will aid

this process of “normalization” with
their monstrous appetite for drivel.
They will report that everything was
normal in Kathmandu with visuals
from Thamel. King Gyanendra may well
then muse to himself and ask: Who is
the pot-head now?

However, this would not mean the
end of civil war in Nepal. In all probabil-
ity, the disintegration of the political
parties will be stemmed; the students’
organizations will get radicalized and
may go with the Maoists; and the politi-
cal parties will be increasingly inclined

to join hands with the Maoists against
the monarchy. This People vs the Palace
republican movement will spell the end
of the Shah dynasty.

King Gyanendra’s takeover may
seem a negative development. In the
long run, however, it is likely to have far-
reaching positive consequences. If the
political parties and the Maoists come to
a common minimum understanding, to-
gether they can initiate a radical trans-
formation of Nepalese society through
democratic reforms.

hy is this a probable scenario?
\ N / Because the monarchy has
chosen to go against the tide.

In the last one and half

roblem is anail

w%srn«"P

based precisely on this doctrine. But
today’s Nepal is different — over the last
four decades, people’s aspirations have
become more consumerist, empty slo-
gans will not satisfy them.

ore importantly, after the dis-
M missal of multi-party democra-

¢y in October 2002, the failure
of King Gyanendra’s rule by proxy has
been all too evident. It makes no sense
for people to endorse his failure.

The most important catalyst in the
emerging situation will be India’s reac-
tion. The Western countries will take
their cue from New Delhi. India’s desire
to patch up with the authoritarian re-

gime of Gyanendra will

decades, beginning with
the coming in of multi-
party democracy in
1990, Nepal has become
an intensely political so-
ciety. One should not
forget that a majority of

& The most impor-
tant catalyst in the
emerging situation
will be India’s reac-

be constrained by its
self-image in this age of
democracy and human
rights.

India is the largest
democracy in the world
and wants a permanent
seat in the UN security

:ﬁg 11\gat001 sztzc;g?slzglg tion.'l:he West will council. For two and a
group. The Maoist mo-  take its cue from  half years, it talked of
vement’s influence is New Delhi ) supporting the twin pil-

the highest in the mid-
western Himalayan dis-
tricts that are not the poorest — there
are poorer areas to the far west. Nor is il-
literacy the highest in this area. Nepal in
fact is emerging as a left-wing society
by choice.

Of the 40 demands that the Maoists
put forward initially, the mainstream po-
litical parties supported 36. Now they
will have one more common ground
with the Maoists — republicanism.
Whatever political consclidation takes
place now, therefore, is unlikely to be in
favour of the centrist parties or the
monarchy. The decisiveness of this shift
will be determined by the extent to
which King Gyanendra can rally people
behind the slogan of Nepalese national-
ism being in danger. The monarchist
panchayat system introduced by his fa-
ther after subverting democracy was

THE TELEGRAPH
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lars of multi-party de-
mocracy and constitu-
tional monarchy in Nepal, but King Gya-
nendra has demolished them single-
handedly. Can New Delhi now afford to
put history in the reverse-gear in its own
backyard?

will find it difficult to take a public

posture in favour of an absolutist
monarchy even if it supports the crush-
ing of the Maoists by the military. If,
however, India legitimizes the king, the
liberal democracies of the European
Union — especially Sweden, Norway
and Germany, who have been looking for
afoothold in Nepal, will harvest the local
sympathy for democracy. The Ameri-
cans are already there. If this is what
India wants as an emerging power, this

is what it will get. /

I t is reasonable to assume that India



Nepal’s fate will be determined by its people

#+ The king next d

he royal proclamation

earlier this week adds

yet another twist to the

trials which  have

dogged the people of
Nepal over the past years. The impo-
sition of emergency and the suspen-
sion of political activity have been
coupled with the ancillary suspen-
sion of constitutional provisions,
which grant civic rights and liber-
ties. As of now, communication
links with the outside world also re-
main severed. There has been a uni-
form expression of dismay in India
at the royal take-over, with concern
about what impact the events will
have on Indo-Nepal relations.

The almost exponential spread
of the Maoist insurgency over the
past few years was gradually
squeezing the economy of Nepal
and the Royal Nepal Army, despite
considerable international assis-
tance, has not been able to check its
growth, The Maoists seem to be able
to operate at will and have a sub-
stantial presence in a majority of
Nepal’s districts. Meanwhile, in
Kathmandu, there has been a game
of musical chairs in the appoint-
ment of prime ministers since the
dismissal of the elected govern-
ment and dissolution of the elected
lower house. Even before these exer-
cises of the royal prerogative, the
political parties of Nepal had not
distinguished themselves in any
worthy manner. Within a short peri-
od of the restoration of democracy
in 1991, Nepali politics was charac-
terized by inter- and intra-party
feuding arisinglargely from person-
ality conflicts and the desire for

power.
I tory of Nepali politics, some

sympathetic chords could echo
the dismissive tenor of the royal pr-
oclamation towards politics and po-
liticians. There is, however, more to
it, as the king also seems to have ac-
tively contributed to the disunity
among politicians almost since his
accession to the throne, instead of
acting to bring them together to face
a common challenge. He cannot, th-
erefore, avoid his share of the res-
ponsibility for the sorry state which
in which Nepali politics finds itself.

It also needs to be recalled that
unlike the rest of south Asia which
had suffered a colonial yoke, Nepal
has been independent for the past
two hundred years. This is a matter
of understandable pride for the
Nepali. At the same time, while
British India could, and did, imbibe

n the context of this recent his-

The author is India’s former
ambassador to Nepal
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contemporary values, Nepal re-
tained an essentially feudal struc-
ture where the concept of democra-
¢y was not defined, and certainly
not encouraged. Nepal’s first tryst
with democracy was summarily ter-
minated by the late King Mahendra
and could only resurface after thir-
ty years in 1990 after a protracted
struggle. What happened on Febru-
ary 1, 2005, is thus seen as not so
much of astep compelled by the exi-
gencies of the situation and the in-
ability of the political parties to

reprehensible word in the interna-
tional vocabulary today, and the
Maobadis being termed terrorists
(first by India), the world at large,
including India, would fall in line
with the regime’s avowed determi-
nation to resolve the Maobadi prob-
lem. Internationally, the idea could
perhaps be persuasively promoted,
as we have seen repeatedly, includ-
ing in south Asia, where democracy
takes a poor second place to firm ac-
tion against terrorists. Where King
Gyanendra may have been poorly

cope, but as a body blow to the nas-
cent and struggling Nepali democ-
racy.

But 2005 is not 1960, and it is un-
likely that this step back into time
would pass without let or hin-
drance, either nationally or inter-
nationally. Any attempt to return to
the romantic Shangrila of yester-
day with a placid people accepting
the laws laid down by the palace
would only create a stifling prison,
as seems to be the case now with a
Nepal bereft of communication
with the outside world. What was
unacceptable to the people of Nepal
inthe Fifties of the 20th century and
what they successfully struggled
against after 1960, is unlikely to be
sustainable today. Unlike 1960 also,
Nepal has tasted freedom, has en-
joyed a vibrant and free press and
has seen the emergence of a for-
ward-looking, nationalist and edu-
cated middle class.

The calculation would seem to
be that “terrorism” being the most

1
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‘ What was unaccept-
able to the Nepalis in the
Fifties is unlikely to be

sustainable today ,

advised is that his own standing in
Nepal is not as strong as his fore-
bears, particularly after the palace
massacre of 2001. And even King
Birendra, still enjoying the tradi-
tional religious halo, had been com-
pelled to compromise fifteen years
ago with the will of the people.

In a nation accustomed to rever-
ing the monarchy, talk of republi-
canism, even outside the confines of
the Maobadis, is no longer taboo.
Above all, the king has placed the
prestige, if not the future, of the
monarchy on the line by removing
the protective wall which the politi-
cal parties provided. The monarchy
as an institution has been an impor-

U/ e

7o ~r€
L%

O0r

tant bind(iz:g\orcl or Nepal as a

state. Clearly, it can continue to be
respected only if it is seen as a glue
and not as a shroud, a guide and not
apartisan. As for dealing with the
Maobadi threat, even if one were to
believe that the palace once had
links with them to settle scores with
the mainstream political parties,
much water has since flown down
the Bagmati and they are now a
force in their own right.
I choices with caution. The foun-
der of modern Nepal, Prithvi
Narayan Shah, had pithily sur-
mised the position of Nepal as a
yam between two stones. Nepal has
always displayed considerable
diplomatic skill in dealing with her
two giant neighbours. As times
change, it is inevitable that there
would be an increasingly assertive
Nepal. But the facts of geography,
history and custom (including the
much maligned treaty of 1950) need
to be seen. The relations of Nepal
and India are indeed unique. A
Nepali citizen may rise to the high-
est ranks in the Indian armed
forces, where over thirty thousand
Nepalis serve in the army with
more than one hundred thousand
pensioners in the hills of Nepal.
They are free to join the civil servic-
es in India. There is an open border
permitting free movement of peo-
ple with duty-free access to goods of
Nepali origin. Millions of Nepali
citizens earn their livelihood in
India and there are innumerable
family links at all levels of society.
Any serious unrest in Nepal affects
India, as we have recently seen with
large-scale migration following
Maobadi activities and army opera-
tions. It is important that India’s ac-
tions do not hurt a people already
beleaguered.

One question that may need
early assessment is the assistance to
the Royal Nepal Army. This has
been most substantial over the past
three years in an effort to raise the
efficacy of the RNA against the
Maobadi insurgency. But should the
army be used to suppress the legiti-
mate democratic aspirations of the
people, then a reappraisal may be

necessary.
T coming days would be deter-

mined by the people of Nepal.
The exercise of options by India
would depend on how this develops.
In the days of the raj, a senior offi-
cial is said to have remarked, “We
have no policy towards Nepal, only
friendship.” This would be valid
even today, and friendship has to be
for the people at large.

ndia would have to exercise her

he course of events in the



Nepal activists
struggle t(g rall/

KATHMANDU, FEB. 6. Thelr hands tled y “the
arrest of their leaders, a communications
blackout and a censored media, Nepal’'s anti-
monarchy forces are battling to mobilise op-
position to the King’s seizure of power.

King Gyanendra has established an iron grip
after Tuesday’s power grab, a widely con-

}- demned do-or-die gamble aimed at sidelining

political opponents and quelling a Maoist re-
bellion, but which could threaten the future of
the monarchy itself. Small clusters of political
activists, trying to stay one step ahead of the
police and working without phones, are strug-
gling to organise protests and rally interna-
tional support.

“Some protests will be organised, but we
dgn’t know when,” Ram Sharan Mabhat, a se-
ior figure in the Nepali Congress party told
euters today. “The problem is the present
etwork is off the track and we are trying to ...
tie the threads together. We are between the
deep sea and the devil.”

So far, there have been no widespread pro-
tests against King Gyanendra’s sacking of the
Government and suspension on civil rights,
which leading Nepali human rights groups say
have created a de facto military regime under

the king. Extra troops and police, some in riot |

gear, have been 'deployed on Kathmandu's
streets and outside media offices.

Violence feared

Analysts say Nepal is now destined for a
surge in violence as the army-Maoist fighting
intensifies and political protests eventually get
under way, raising the risk of further trouble.

“We are entering a period of prolonged in-
stability,” said Kunda Dixit, an analyst and
editor of The Nepali Times weekly.

“The King has never }
disguised his distrust for
political parties’ leader-
ship and reflecting the
public’s disenchantment
with them, but the peo-
ple’s lack of support for
the parties does not nec-
essarily translate into
support for the King.”

The King is gambling
that without the political
squabbling, he and his ar-
my can step up their of-
fensive to force the
Maoists back to the nego-
tiating table. But the re-
bels have come out
strongly against his deci-
sion and show no signs of !
laying down their arms.

“If the King fails, it will !
strengthen the Maoists,
which are already a dan-
gerous force,” said Mr.
Mabhat.

“If he fails, it could cost
his crown because the re-
al power will go to them”.

“If he succeeds, this
will enhance the role of
the King in favour of a
stronger monarchy. With
that, multiparty democra-
cy will be weakened.” 5

Strategic stalemate

Successive govern-
ments and military offen-
sives have failed to swing 7
the war against the 0
Maoists. Both sides admit
they have ground to a
strategic stalemate where [

neither can win on the
battleground. — Reuters
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KATHMANDU, FEB. 5. Nepalese sol-
diers arrested two leaders of a
media rights group, after au-
thorities suspended press free-
doms and warned it would take
action against those who criti-
cise it.

Taranath Dahal, president of
the Federation of Nepalese
Journalists, was detained on
Saturday and Bishnu Nisthuri,
the group’s general secretary,
on Friday, the organisation said
in a statement. Officials refused
to comment on the arrests.

The two men had been crit-
ical of the suspension of Nepal’s
press freedoms, which followed
King Gyanendra on Tuesday
dismissing the Government of
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba, declaring emergency
rule and cutting all telephone
and Internet lines, which were
working again for about five
hours on Saturday.

The Government also arrest-
ed four ministers of the ousted
Sher Bahadur Deuba Cabinet.

epal detains media
ghts activists |, -

The King accused the‘ previ-
ous government of failing to or-
ganise parliamentary elections
or control a Maoist insurgency,
and pledged to do both himself
within three years.

Dozens of politicians have
been detained or put under
house arrest and soldiers were
posted at media offices to check
all reports before they were
published or broadcast.

World leaders denounced the
sacking of the Government and
said it would undermine de-
mocracy and set back the coun-
try's efforts to fight the
insurgency.

King Gyanendra appointed a
new pro-royal Government,
which on Saturday announced
it would crackdown on corrup-
tion and reduce poverty.

Many politicians in succes-
sive Governments over the past
14 years of democracy have
been accused of bribery and
corruption, with several resign-
ing in disgrace. — AP
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Murder & Madness

AFTER THE second king of
Nepal Pratap Singh Shah died
of natural causes his son Rana
Bahadur Shah was crowned at
the age of two-and-a-half.

His mother served as regent
queen for eight years till an un-
cle imprisoned her on charges
of having sexual relations with
her minister. He killed the min-
ister and installed himself as
regent for the next nine years.

Two years after coming of
age Rana Bahadur put his uncle
in jail, who died there in myste-
rious circumstances. He then
abdicated in favour of his son
and took off to live in Benares.
A couple of years later, he re-
turned, replaced his second
wife’s head minister by killing
him and reinstated his first
wife as the regent queen. But he
then exiled her and married a
teenager. Rana Bahadur was
killed in a family spat in 1806.

The fifth king, Rajendra
Bikram Shah was weak and a
raging court battle ensued be-
tween his wives and his son
Surendra Bikram-Shah (who
most historians call mad). It
culminated in a massacre in
1846 where atleast 55 court offi-

cials died. '

Can the ar take on the Maoists?

But from the current strength, if you deduct those
on leave, those on duty at the palace, those tied up in

THE ONLY card King Gyanendra has left in his deal-
ing with the Maoists is the Royal Nepalese Army. If
the Maoists decide not to negotiate with him, he’ll
need the army to crush their movement. And if the
Maoists do talk, but put up conditions that he can’t ac-
cept (like stick to their demand for a republican form
of government), he’ll have no choice but to, again,
crush them. But is the army upto the job?

Of the 78,000 strong army, half were recruited dur-
ing the past four years, when the Maoist insurgency
took a turn for the worse. Part of the army is com-
pletely untrained to fight: their primary responsibil-
ities have been, traditianally, to guard the king, to pa-
rade around Kathmandu, and to present arms.

.

king.

international commitments and those at the border,
you’re left with a strength of 55,000 to 60,000. That is
not enough to put a battalion in each of the 75 dis-
tricts of the country. Large tracts would lack an army
presence, and considering that 68 districts are virtu-
ally controlled by the Maoists, it means the army
can’t even give them a bloody nose.

Half the officer corps, especially the top brass,
comprises families loyal to the king. For them, it’s the
done thing to do, though that doesn’t necessarily
mean they’re an effective commanding force. The of-
ficers who’ve been recruited in the past four years are
far more professional - they’ve come on the basis of
merit — but they are perhaps not as committed to the

the world t

Avirook Sen
Kathmandu

i i Nepal
N MONDAY night, King Gyanendra of
summoned his Prime Minister to the Naray-
nahity Palace. The two men me?t at Mangal
Sadan, a building on the premises that the
king uses for such purposes. Deuba was told
that he hadn’t delivered. The Maoists ‘had practically
taken over the country There was no sign of the prom-
ised election. - ¢ pleased
And that the King was not p! . )
Just before 10 the next morning as troops b}111t up 011
the streets, Indian Ambassador Sh}v Mukhgrjee was a
an appointment with Deuba. The Prime Minister report-
dly told him “It’s over now for me.
I(?[Wils the beginning, however, for the 57-ye§i1j-01d man wlho
might possibly be the last king of Nepal. Ar} artn‘pltlous, com;s) uex
man, who has just asked the world a complex guestion: Who do you sup

? ist Maoists, or me?”, to justify h@s coup. _
port? The ter}r\g{; within Nepal, and without, will decide whether the dy

Mha anaway

The Man

One of the highlights of Gyanendra’s career, says his official CV, is that he
was the chairman of the Advisory Committee for the Coronation of His late
Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah (1975). A few lines below, however,
come the two critical parts of the document, bold and underlined: Ascended
the Throne of the Kingdom of Nepal (2001), Supreme Commander of the Roy-
al Nepalese Army (RNA).

The ascension, as everyone in Nepal knows came after the palace massacre
of June 2001. It placed him above all his subjects, but never quite above sus-
picion. Gyanendra was away in Pokhara on the night of the massacre, but ru-
mours have spread on what his role in the tragedy might have been. No one is
sure. No one wants to be.

_Officials at the palace turn this around. “The people of Nepal grew to love
and respect him even more after the massacre. It was a traumatic time for his
majesty, but he remained strong through it. The people saw that.”

What they see now, is a very different king from his predecessor Birendra.
The king’s aides say that while Birendra had “more majesty”, Gyanendra is
far more accessible. “He does not even mind being touched!”, says one
awestruck aide, “there are pictures of him being patted on the back by com-
moners”. In the previous king’s reign this would have been an outrage.

But contrast that to the one story everyone in Kathmandu will tell you.
Once, while studying in St Joseph’s College, Darjeeling, the schoolboy Gya-
nendra and other Nepali princes were told they would have the honour pre-
senting a flower to Jawaharlal Nehru, who was visiting. Gyanendra report-
edly said he wouldn’t do it. “I am higher than he”, he had said.

Had Enough of Being a Figurehead

He was a king before his brother was. In 1950, when the Ranas (a line of
hereditary prime ministers who controlled Nepal) were about to take over

completely, his father Tribhuvan fled to India with his heir, Birendra

leaving four-year-old Gyanendra behind. Shamsher Rana, the then
Prime Minister quickly installed Gyanendra as king.

Of course, he would only be a figurehead.

King Tribhuvan returned and regained the crown with Indian
help months later. (There is a section that suspects Gyanendra nev-

er quite forgave India for that).

But when he did get the throne again in 2001, it was also as a
figurehead. At least that is what people thought. A constitution-

al monarchy had been in place for 11 years. The king’s role in
governance was limited, but there were a few key clauses in

the constitution of 1990 that opened the door for Gyanendra
when he decided that he’d had enough of being a figure-
head. That it was time to RULE.

Exactly when he made that decision isn’t clear, but the
king’s desire to rule - as the absolute monarch — was seen
as early as October 2002, when he first dismissed the

Sher Bahadur Deuba government. The local magazine

Himal ran a cover story then, saying the king “Wants

While King Gyanendra prepares to take on the Maoists,

ries to decipher the man...

to walk alone”. The 31-minute speech he eventually d?ht‘fn;liavl?ig? t?rlg:ig{ 1ar?g
: i e .
wer was, according to palace sources, years in T
;2\1211 tiigl?ed warnings to the political parties a? various forums 1'sg3trstgornosy2{
aide. This happened at speeches he gave during traditional felicitati

s over the last two years. )
lea’;}tlgosge;e)zahcesay aides, has entire chunks lifted from what he had at these

funAcrtlg);I; there was an element of surpr%sii In quhafﬁ(ﬁige?sl’gglsl(l;c?z{(i)gs
e mati ice-bearer of the regiona
the Kings proclamation an ofice t;ce)?x. “A Maoist leader had called to say that

ing a worrying conversat
wasﬂ}:g;r 1vrvlguld prefyer ;gf the association collected Rs 1 prorg ratherh th(ia\?ethgﬁ
having to go and extort from individual hoteliers. They ha P

edly said that the latter process would be both more expensive (Rs
re) and more painful. ) '
zere ';‘he hotelier was expected to get back in two days time.
“And then”, he said with a chuckle, “the phones went
wn.”
a© The Maoists haven’t called. But they have
also rejected the King’s ovegtutres. T};eg
i i coun-
{ the monarch out. The king, through his ur’nmy !
wacrill of ministers, has said that democrf:;cy won’t come in,
unless the Maoists are taken care oft.
1nay, e guvernoment says, it ‘D]l%‘i‘lg 10 do \;%{‘y
soon.

The Monopoly of Force

King Gyannendra may or may not enjoy the loy-
alty of his subjects, but there is a group of 78,000
people who will do anything for him: The Royal
Nepal Army. In 2001 when he ascended the
throne, it was the RNA who escorted him to the
coronation when Nepal’s through the empty
streets of Kathmandu. They had to: the public
hadn’t accepted the new monarch and violence
wasn’t ruled out.

The RNA motto — “Nation, Crown, People” —
tells the story. “People” come after the king.

It has always been that way, but under Gya-
nendra, the army has gotten richer, more influ-
ential, and, it would appear, less accountable.

The RNA plans to increase its strength to
1,00,000 by the end of 2005. The king, who enjoys
what one diplomat called “the monopoly of
force” (the police has been rendered ineffectual
by the Maoists, who in turn have grassroots net-
works, but are poorly armed), will ensure that
happens. It doesn’t just suit him, his survival as
monarch depends on his influence over the
RNA.

The RNA's budget increased by about 10 per
cent a year from just Nepali Rs 89 crore, the year
Nepal became a democracy, but over the last
four years there have been huge jumps. It start-
ed four years back, when it went from Nepali Rs
385 crore to Rs 585 crore. It stands at well over
Nepali Rs 800 crore now.

But the budget is only half the story. The
Army, which doesn’t disclose how it spends its
money, nevertheless keeps asking the government for more funds.

During the first emergency declared by Gyanandra, it was allocated Rs 4.5
billion and ended up spending Rs 5.9 billion. And last year, it spent Rs 15 bil-
lion according to some estimates - that’s almost every fourth rupee in the na-
tional budget. :

The kind of money spent on the RNA has never pleased politicians, and
there’s been constant friction in the politician-army relationship.

In many ways, the RNA was waiting for an opportunity such as the one that
presented itself on February 1. It gives them authority in addition to their
weapons. It also makes Pyar Jung Thapa, the chief of army staff, the second
most powerful man in Nepal. He was expected at the Indian Embassy function
where Deuba figured he was out. But did not come. He must have been very
busy.

If the RNA is able to quell the Marxist rebellion.

Candid King

® He sits on a throne that is
six feet long, four feet wide
and eight feet high, situated a
palace complex spread over
15 acres and serviced by a
staff of about 600 people.

® He's an excellent time man-
ager. He gets up at five in the
morning. Says his prayers
regularly, starts the business
day by seven. If he summons
people - as he did Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur Deuba on
31 January, the day before his
dismissal - he is done with
them in the shortest possibie
time.

# Likes to swim and does so
for an hour every day. Inter-
ested in nature and conserva-
tion, likes writing poetry.

Then there’s a serious problem with the army’s
jawans. There’s a question mark on the level of infil-
tration by the Maoists.

The army also lacks an intelligence network. It has
to rely on the civilian intelligence agency, which is in-
effective: with only an estimated 10 per cent of
Nepal’s police stations functioning, there is virtually
no flow of ground-level information. The army also
lacks transports planes and helicopters, essential for
a serious anti-Maoist operation; much of the country
has hilly terrain (many district headquarters have no
approaches by road), the thinly stretched army could
only be redeployed if there were ample air support.

Perhaps the biggest issue is that the army itself ap-
parently does not believe Nepal’s Maoist problem has
a military solution. How the king proceeds with such
a weak hand is anyone’s guess.

The Red Brigade

Supreme Commander % Dinanath Sharma
Pushp Kamal Dahal Political activist, little
Prachanda else known

An engineer by train- « Maitrika Prasad

Yadav Currently ina

ing, he is in his early rently In
Nepaiese jail, in mid

50s. The final decision

is his. forties, a political

- activist, represents
The politburo ; the Terai region
:- Baburam Bhattarai

« C P Gajurel Arrested
in Chenna, 2004 while
travelling on a forged
British passport, used
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KATHMANDU, FEB. 4. Dozens of
parahjilitary police personnel
raided an underground political
meeting and rounded up a
group of party officials on Fri-
day, days after the King seized
power and banned public gath-
erings in the Himalayan king-
dom.

About 50 members of the Ne-
pali Congress-Democratic had
gathered in the yard of the par-
ty’s headquarters when the pa-
ramilitary  police  arrived,
surrounding the building. While
most of the party members
slipped out in the minutes after
the raid, about a dozen were left
inside when police locked the
gates.

Mediapersons held

Reporters and photographers
covering the meeting, from
both the Nepalese and interna-
tional media, were also briefly
held. Authorities confiscated
digital camera disks and video-
tapes from the journalists — in-
cluding a team from the
Associated Press and Associated
Press Television News — before
telling them to leave.

It was not clear whether the
party members were arrested,
or were later freed.

Nepal has been in political
turmoil since Tuesday, when
King Gyanendra dismissed the

Mm
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government led by Sher Baha-
dur Deuba and declared a state
of emergency, taking power for
himself. He also suspended
most civil liberties and cut tele-
phone and Internet lines.

In his speech announcing the
state of emergency, the King ac-
cused the Government of failing
to bring the country’s commu-
nist insurgency under control
and call parliamentary elec-
tions.

The King suspended several
provisions of the Constitution,
including freedom of the press,
speech and expression, peace-
ful assembly, the right to priva-
cy, and the right against
preventive detention.

Since then, dozens of politic-
ians have been detained or put
under house arrest, including
Mr. Deuba, who is a member of
the Nepali Congress-Democrat-
ic. Strict censorship has also
been imposed on Nepal's
media.

A journalist spoke by phone
from Pokhara during a brief pe-
riod on Friday afternoon when
domestic telephone service was
restored.

The daughter of the former
Prime Minister, Girija Prasad
Koirala, who heads the Nepali
Congress Party, said her 81-
year-old father is under house
arrest. — AP
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<1 New Censorship Laws, Troop Deployment Make It

The Toughest

Crackdown In Na&gn

N al in Its oyé e
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Kathm du: Thursday was just another nor-
mal day\in Nepal—vehicles plied on the
streets, shops and business districts remained
open and children went to school. However; it
was supposed to be day one of a three-day
strike called by Maoist rebels to protest King

Gyanendra’s takeover.
The large ——ag—
turnout on the

streets did not indi-
cate that Nepalis
had lost their fear of
Maoist guerrillas,
who have waged a
bloody nine-year
struggle  against |
constitutional
monarchy. Neither
is it a testimony to
the keen stipport
Gyanendra enjoys.
It has more to do §
with a complete me-
dia blackout.
Tough censorship
laws have kept all
newspapers, radio
and television stations from reporting po-
litical events, including the Maoist bandh
call. “The people have no clue that Thurs-
day was a bandh.” said an observer, “there
is a complete news blackout.”

After Gyanendra assumed power by
sacking the previous government, the most
visible sign of the new regime is the cen-
sorship imposed on the media. Not only
have telephone, mobile phone and Internet
networks been disconnected since Tuesday,
but all media outlets have been warned not
to report anything against the takeover.
Army officers, stationed at all newspapers
and stations, are watching the news flow.
“We have to get clearance from army offi-
cers before going to press. It’s bad, but what
can we do,” said an editor.

After being sworn-in on Wednesday, the
the new government introduced a new law
banning political reports for six months.
“The media has to be disciplined,” said the
new information and communication min-
ister Tanka Dhakal, a former functionary of
the discredited Panchayat which was over-

{ thrown by political parties in 1990. As a re-
sult, newspapers are choc-a-block with re-
ports about the new cabinet, its promises and

Talk peace or face
action, Maoists told

Kathmandu: Nepal's new government
headed by King Gyanendra called on
Maoist rebels to hold peace talks or risk ‘al-
ternate steps’, as the Himalayan nation en-
tered its fourth day on Friday cut off from
the outside world.

_ueuy

to come to the negotiation table and
help to solve the present political
crisis,” said home minister Dan Ba-
hadur Shahi, of the 10-member
proroyalist cabinet, which was
sworn-inon Wednesday, “If they do
not come forward, we may have to
think of alternate steps,” Shahi
said on state television. -

The rebels had refused to talk with the pre-
vious Deuba government arguing that as it
had been appointed rather than elected.
There was no immediate rebel response to
the ultimatum. But after the seizure of pow-
er, Maoist leader Prachanda had denounced
[ the monarch as a “national betrayer”. mw

OO

“We ask the Maoists once again z M ONAR KEY

\’)/ interviews with the new ministers. Reports

of detentions and house arrest of hundreds
of political leaders, activists and human
rights defenders and intimidation of jour-
nalists by security personnel are non-exis-
tent, Even the postponement of the Saarc

summit, which came about after Indian PM .

Manmohan Singh strongly criticised the roy-
al coup, found scant mention.

CITY UNDER SIEGE? A man sits next to barbed wires on a
Kathmandu street on Thursday

“I have not seen such censorship in my
life. In the old days, you could at least test the
waters by writing provocatively,” says a
newspaper editor who survived even the 30-
year direct monarchical rule of the Pan-
chayat regime from 1960-90. Unable to deal
with the new laws, some private and radio
stations have pulled their news programmes
off the air completely. Only a few interna-
tional correspondents are being able to do
some kind of reporting — if they can find a
way to get their stories out.

The intimidation campaign has not led to
the arrest of any journalists yet, but writers
are afraid. “We are lying low right now. We’ll
have to wait and watch,” said one. The Fed-
eration of Nepalese Journalists criticised
the clampdown, saying: “We demand a re-
turn to democratic rule and fundamental
freedoms.” But the statement was not car-
ried by any media group.

Maoists have tried to take advantage of the
situation, urging political parties to join
hands against the monarchy. But political ac-
tivists are wary, “They have consistently used
violence against parties in the past. How can
we trust them now?” asks a senior political
leader who is fortunate enough to be free.

Who’s backing the
royal coup?

Kathmandu With most countries and inter-
national institutions denouncing the royal
coup and demanding a return to democratic
rule, the question doing the rounds in Kath-
mandu is: Who is backing King Gyanendra in
this fool-hardy attempt? There is

in Kathmandu first speculated
that the Palace had made secret
agreements with India and the US
before launching the coup. But
strong reactions from both those
nations have demolished that the-
ory. India has also received praise
for postponing the Saarc summit
¢ citing the developments

An Indlan diplomat in Kathmandu said

“We are as much in the dark as you are.”
With India and the US out of the picture,
speculation is turning towards China. The
Chinese on Wednesday termed the devel-
opments in Nepal as the country’s “inter-
nal matter.”

[
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no clear cut answer to this. Many -
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As in 1950, self-exiled Nepalese freedom lovers rush to Raxaul for shelter

Geeta, who received a bullet injury during an army raid on a college campus in Pokhara, in hospital on Saturday. The

students were staging protests against King Gyanendra’s coup. (Reuters)

Left springs Maoist surprise

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Feb. 5: India’s ap-
prehensions over the growing
influence of Nepal’'s Maoists
notwithstanding, the Left to-
day made it clear that it is will-
ing to express solidarity even
with the armed rebels if they
fight for restoration of democ-
racy in their country.

“If Maoists want to restore
democracy in Nepal, we are
willing to show solidarity ev-
en with them,” CPM leader
Sitaram Yechury said this af-
ternoon after a meeting with
other Left and socialist parties
on the Nepal coup.

South Block has always
stressed that Nepal’s stability
and progress hinge on the
twin pillars of constitutional
monarchy and democracy and

any imbalance can lead to ex-
pansion of Maoist influence.

The fact that Maoists have
already started taking advan-
tage of the turmoil to lead the
fight against the king has
begun to worry the Indian es-
tablishment. Fears that alarge
number of Nepalese people,
including Maoists, might now
cross over to India has promp-
ted Delhi to step up vigilance
along its borders.

The meeting called upon

the Centre to make it clear to
Kathmandu that “this palace
coup is unacceptable”, the
Left said in a statement.

It has also decided to hold a
national convention on Febru-
ary 24 in the capital.

The Congress was left out
of today’s meeting, which was
attended by the CPI, Forward
Bloc, RSP, Nationalist Congre-
ss Party, Rashtriya Janata Dal,
Janata Dal (Secular), Sama-
jwadi Party and the CP1 (ML).

King to court people

Nepal’s new government will focus on fighting corruption
and poverty, the state media said today.

Analysts say King Gyanendra is likely to work quickly to
win popular support, capitalising on a brief honeymoon peri-
od for his move, with many Nepalese fed up with the politi-
cians he sacked on Tuesday and placed under house arrest.

Yechury pointed out that
only those parties that have
jointly fought in the past for
restoration of democracy in
Nepal were invited today.

Although the meeting st-
rongly condemned King Gya-
nendra’s action, Yechury said
“we leave to the government to
decide what steps it should
take to ensure the early return
of democracy in Nepal”.

The Nepal crisis also came
up for discussion at a meeting
of the National Security Advi-
sory Board, chaired by the
new national security adviser,
M.K. Narayanan. Members of
the board threw up several
opinions, with some saying a
tough stand should be taken
against Gyanendra to keep In-
dia’s credentials with Nepal's
political parties intact.

Beeline for
home away
from home

ASHISH SINHA

Raxaul (India-Nepal bor-
der), Feb. 5: Boiled brinjal
was the staple diet of Hi-
malayan giants Ganesh Man
Singh, Matrika Koirala and
Krishna Bhattarai — the first
known as the “Gandhi of
Nepal” and the other two
going on to become Prime
Ministers — when they fled to
this town after the palace
crackdown on democrats
decades ago.

The local Arya Samaj, then
housed in a few hutments,
gave them shelter. The eve-
nings were marked by “strate-
gy sessions” on countering
the durbar onslaught.

The brainstorming must
have played a role in the
storming back of the democ-
rats and freedom-loving intel-
lectuals.

“Ganesh Man Singh'’s wife
stayed here for six months. I
got an offer of Rs 50 lakh for
handing them over but I re-
fused,” recalls 92-year-old
Nand Kishore Sakaria, fondly
known as Nandu Babu, the
moving spirit behind the Arya
Samaj, which today has a
sprawling campus and a beau-
tiful temple.

Raxaul is returning to its
old role of being the sharan
sthali (shelter) of the Nepal-
ese freedom-lovers today. The
big difference from 1949-50,
when pro-democracy leaders
were ousted by King Tribhu-
van, is that now the self-im-
posed exile is not being spent
on the Arya Samaj campus.

Most of them have taken
shelter in hotels and houses
of their friends and acquain-
tances.

The people-to-people rela-
tions between the two nations,
particularly in the border
areas, is cordial enough to be
called family links.

“Hum logon ka roti-beti ka
rishta hai (We marry across
and share food),” says Dipen-
dra Chauhan, the editor of
Ankush, a Birganj-based
Nepali daily whose publica-
tion has been banned.

“This is so different from
the government-level and
diplomatic relations, which

changes according to conven-
ience,” he adds.

Nandu Babu turns emo-
tional when he is reminded
of those days. “More than
25 people used to live here at
any point of time. But the bor-
der was much more porous
those days. There were at least
two murders of Nepalese lead-
ers in Raxaul and everyone be-
lieved that the Shahi Sena
(Royal Nepal Army) was in-
volved. But we did not suc-
cumb,” he says.

“Kings have tried becom-
ing dictators in the past

Between lines

Beyond printing dry annou-
ncements released by the pa-
lace, a cursory glance of the
Nepali press seems to say lit-
tle about the situation. But a
closer look reveals some sub-
stance hidden between the
lines.

A small graphic in a wee-
kly shows the front pages of
a number of foreign newspa-
pers. Among the headlines
are “Trouble on the roof of
the world” and King sacks
govt: Nepal cut off”.

The editorial is about
trees being felled, clearly a
metaphor for a muzzled
press. The piece waxes poetic
about how trees allow people
to breathe freely, and how
their roots hold the soil to-
gether.

“Can we ask the concern-
ed authority to promptly
correct the move and bring
back greenery?” it con-
cludes.

but they have failed every
time. Gyanendra will have
to bow down before the demo-
cratic sentiment. Besides,
he will not be able to control
the Maoists, who have grown
in number and strength
and operate on a different
plane.

“The entire democratic
world is watching Nepal. The
king will have to find a way
out. Repression has never last-
ed long in Nepal. It goes
against the very nature of its
people,” he adds. / /
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he royal coup in Nepal de-
mands a strong global response
in defence of democracy and
civil rights.

Journalists in Nepal have
been leading the fight against
repression from the Govern-
ment, the King, the Army and
Maoist guerrillas in the country
for 10 years. In a statement from
the Federation of Nepalese Jour-
nalists smuggled out of the

. counfry today, they have be-
come the first reported group to
condemn the monarchy’s grab
for power.

According to a source in the
country, one Nepali language
paper, Rajhdani, has demon-
strated extreme courage by pub-
lishing the names of people
arrested in the February 1 coup.

Media being monitored

The media are being moni-
tored by Army personnel!, usu-
ally inside the offices
themselves. In the case of one
anti-monarch publication, the
Jan Ashta weekly, a colonel is re-
ported to have moved into the
building. The private media are
protesting by not publishing en-
tertainment news or reporting
deliberately on non-issues.

On February 1, 2005, King
Gyanendra of Nepal dismissed
the eight-month-old Sher Baha-
dur Deuba Government and de-
clared a state of emergency. The
King also suspended the consti-
tutional rights to freedom of
press, speech and expression, to
assemble peacefully, to privacy

and against preventive
detention.
Alllocal land phones and mo-

bile phones have been cut off so
the Nepalese cannot even talk to
each other. Access to the Inter-
net and satellite television has
been blocked.

The airport was shut and
planes turned away. Some limit-
ed flights from India have been
resumed, but it is unclear how
frequent these will be. Nepal has
an/Open border with India, but
ports suggest that the Army
and customs officials are
searching all returning Nepalese
for any newspapers, magazines
or other published material.

The only reports coming from
inside the counjry are being
smuggled or broadcast
through thé BBC and U.N. orga-

nisation 1nt e country. 'gle on-
ly news into the country is from
short wave services such as the
BBC World Service.

Reports suggest that hun-
dreds of people have already
been arrested. Some are under
house arrest, others under po-
lice arrest. The third category
are being held by the Army. It is
reported that many of those
have been arrested based on
video footage of street demon-
strations taken by Army
intelligence.

The statement demonstrates
great courage by the Federation
of Nepali Journalists (FNJ) lead-
er and prominent Nepali jour-
nalist, Tara Nath Dahal.

It says: “The Royal announce-
ment made yesterday, by ending
the spirit and value of the Con-
stitution of Nepal, is a coup
against democracy and peoples’
rights. This has undoubtedly de-
stroyed the fabric of democracy
and has also confirmed that the
lives of ordinary civilians as well
as national values are in grave
danger.

“The Federation strongly con-
demns and expresses disagree-
ment on this historic and
enormous mistake. To believe
that following a path like this
will restore peace and democra-
cy is standing against the values
and ideas of modern civilisa-
tion.

“The Federation of Nepali
Journalists does not believe that,
in the 21st century, the country
can progress and achieve de-
mocracy through an ‘imposed’
monarchy by the King. This
move has also ended freedom of
expression, press freedom and
other rights of the citizens that
were won after great struggle
and sacrifice.

“Press censorship and the
presence of the Army in media
houses have begun. Communi-
cations have been completely
disrupted. Now there is no free
press and it has been effectively
killed. At this time, the Federa-
tion of Nepali Journalists be-
lieves that its duty is to fight for
freedom of the press, democra-
cy, a just peace and national
freedom. We also believe that it
is important to fight for this with
courage and determination in
order to guarantee the right of

ht for democracy

Ta Nath Dahal has also said that
the journalists are organising a
protest raily, despite the martial
law order that no groups of more
than five people are allowed.

Grim history

The IFJ has documented Ne-
pal’'s grim history of violating
human rights and freedom of
speech. Nepalese journalists
have been under intense pres-
sure over the last three years
during the CPN (Maoist) bloody
struggle to establish a “people’s
republic” and abolish Nepal's
constitutional monarchy and
the State’s attempt to control
the movement.

More than 100 journalists
were arrested during the previ-
ous state of emergency from No-
vember 2001 to August 2002 and
many of them were subjected to
torture.

The actions of King Gyanen-
dra mirror the actions of his fa-
ther. In a near identical royal
coup in 1960, King Mahendra
shut down democracy in Nepal
for 30 years.

Since then, Nepal has opened
up through trade and tourism.
The 30-year dictatorship left Ne-
pal’s 20 miilion people living in
one of the poorest countries in
the world.

In the 1960s, it was easy for
the world to abandon Nepali de-
mocracy. The world needs to
send a clear message to King
Gyanendra and the Army lead-
ers that this will no longer be the
case.

The decision by India’s Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to
force the cancellation of this
weekend’s Dhaka summit of the
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation was a posi-
tive step. The coup has been
rightly condemned by the U.S.
Government and other
democracies.

We can’t know how much of
these global protests are known
to people like Tara Nath Dahal
fighting for democracy in Nepal.

But we can be sure that they
are being heard by King Gya-
nendra and the Nepalese Army.

(Christopher Warren is P-esi-
dent of the International Feder-
ation of Journalists which
represents over 500,000 journal-
ists in more than 110 countries.

the Nepali people to He led an IF] mission of support
information.” to journalists in Nepal late last
In a statement to the BBC, Ta-  year.) /
- ‘
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ONSTITUTIONAL  GQV-

ERNANCE takes years \to

build but may collapse in a

day. Following the end of
the rule of the Ranas in 1951, govern-
ance in Nepal was conducted
through a number of interim adviso-
ry governments. No sooner was the
multi-party Constitution adopted in
1959, it failed. B.P. Koirala led the Ne-
pali Congress Party to an electoral
victory. But by 1960, King Mahendra
suspended Parliament and took con-
trol. On the basis that Nepal was not
quite ready for a parliamentary de-
mocracy in which political parties
competed for power, a new pan-
chayat-based Constitution was cre-
ated in 1962. Amid years of
indifferent governance, political ag-
itation led to a constitutional refer-
endum in 1980. As a result, the King
agreed to direct elections but without
political parties.

Increasing discontent led to Ne-
pal’'s new Constitution of 1990,
which created a parliamentary de-
maocracy with a Bill of Rights and an
independent judiciary. In 1991, G.P.
Koirala led the Nepali Congress Party
to victory and became Prime Minis-
ter. But in 1994, he was defeated in a
no-confidence motion. He lost the
elections and a communist Govern-
ment was ushered in. It also fell soon.
The period 1997-2001 saw many gov-
ernments — the result of party splits
and infirm coalitions. Over the 1990s,
the Maoist rebellion intensified.
Talks for a truce failed in 2001 when a
state of Emergency was declared,
which is remembered for its flourish-
es of state lawlessness.

Amidst all this confusion, on June
1, 2001, King Birendra and his family
were killed by Crown Prince Dipen-
dra, who also died after inflicting gun
shot wounds on himself. King Gya-
nendra ascended the throne. As vio-
lence increased, Prime Minister G.P.
Koirala resigned. Even though the
Assembly was dissolved in 2002, no
elections were called. A veritable mu-
sical chairs followed of successive
Prime Ministers with Sher Bahadur
Deuba, who was Prime Minister be-
tween 2002 and 2003, being reap-
pointed in June 2004. Meanwhile, the
rebels blockaded Kathmandu. Final-
ly, on February 1, 2005, King Gyanen-
dra sacked Prime Minister Deuba
and declared an Emergency to as-
sume all powers of governance for
three years.

From 1951, Nepal’s experiments
with constitutional democracy have

" been disfavoured by history. The pre-

sent crisis is riddled with a constitu-
P

risis in Nepal

By Rajeev Dhavan

If electoral democracy was suspended in Nepal in
2002, the sacking of Prime Minister Deuba and
the assumption of total autocratic powers by the
King now have totally buried any semblance of

constitutional governance in Nepal.

tional impasse. Normally, a Prime
Minister who is willing to act as one
cannot be dismissed unless he has
lost his majority. The question of
Prime Minister Deuba losing his ma-
jority did not arise as there have been
no elections since 2002. King Gya-
nendra has relentlessly sacked Prime
Ministers since he was enthroned in
2001— trying his hand with various
alternatives including royalist sup-
porters. If the sacking of Mr. Deuba
was unconstitutional, the legality of
the King’s assumption of Emergency
powers is even more doubtful. Under
Nepal’s Constitution, an Emergency
can be imposed if a “grave crisis”
such as war, external aggression,
armed rebellion or

Court constitution bench where the
issue died an obsolescent death. But
in all these cases, a justification for
the dismissal was a refusal to test that
government’s majority.

But ingenuity has never failed law-
yers and judges in such situations. In
a sense, a new justificatory trend
emerged in Pakistan in 1958 when
President Ayub Khan scrapped the
Constitution of 1956 to assume total
powers. In Dosso’s case (1958), the
Pakistan Supreme Court used jurist
Hans Kelsen's theory that a revolu-
tion can be justified when the basic
norm underlying a Constitution dis-
appears and a new system is put in
its place. Dosso’s case became the
new basis for a new

extreme

economic LAW _AND SOCIETY jurisprudence

for

disarray threatens the

sovereignty and integrity of the
country. Nepal is in a state of crisis.
In the absence of elections, there be-
ing no Parliament, the question of
the House of Representatives ap-
proving of the Emergency by a two-
thirds vote does not arise. Constitu-
tionally, an Emergency beyond a
period of one year is not envisaged.
An arbitrary declaration of Emergen-
cy for three years goes beyond the
pale of constitutional governance. If
electoral democracy was suspended
in Nepal in 2002 (from when elec-
tions have not been held), the sack-
ing of Prime Minister Deuba and the
assumption of total autocratic pow-
ers by the King in 2005 have totally
buried any semblance of constitu-
tional governance in Nepal for a long
time to come.

Constitutional lawyers have prob-
lems dealing with situations of this
nature. The sacking of Prime Minis-
ters is not unknown even under con-
stitutional governance. In 1963, the
Privy Council in appeal found the
sacking of the Nigerian Prime Minis-
ter invalid. But Malaysian courts
found the removal of a provincial
Premier in 1966 valid. In India, Gov-
ernor Dharam Vira's dismissal of
Chief Minister Ajoy Mukherjee in
West Bengal in 1967 was not inter-
fered with by courts. Mulayam
Singh’s complaint that Governor
Motilal Vohra had sacked him unfair-
ly in June 1995 was sent to a Supreme

A
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usurpers. As a result,
every usurper or dictator who de-
stroyed an old Constitution could
claim the right of constitutional gov-
ernance under a new basic norm of
his own creation. But in such situa-
tions what was the new basic norm?
In Asma Jilani’s case (1969), Pakistan
courts took the view that the doctrine
of necessity could be the constitu-
tional basis for a new usurper re-
gime. As Pakistan went through
usurper after usurper, this usurper
jurisprudence was consolidated —
no less in Begum Bhutto’s case in
1977. This consolidation became
even more startling when President
Pervez Musharraf assumed power in
1999 and administered a new oath to
his judges preventing them from
challenging his .usurpation.
Pakistan's ‘usurper jurisprudence’
was not alone in pursuing this kind of
constitutional subversion. Judges
from Ghana followed this approach
in Sallah’s case in 1966 and those
from Nigeria in Laknami’s case in
1969. Such an issue reached English
courts in the aftermath of Ian Smith
declaring independence in Rhodesia
(now Zimbabwe). But in Madzimba-
muto’s case (1969), British judges re-
fused to follow the
change-in-basic-norm theory and
declared Mr. Smith’s regime uncon-
stitutional — although one dissent-
ing judge seemed to give some legal
basis to the Smith regime under the
doctrine of necessity. But while it was

Q4 FEB 2009

possible for British judges in Britain
to take this stance from far away Lon-
don, it requires courage for local
judges located in the crisis country to
challenge this kind of unconstitu-
tionality in the face of a military or
dictatorial takeover.

As far as Nepal is concerned, it re-
mains to be seen what Nepalese
courts will do if asked to deliberate
on the actions of King Gyanendra. In
the past, the lawyers of Nepal have
been courageous in taking constitu-
tional issues to court. Nepal's judges
could declare King Gyanendra’s
takeover unconstitutional.  This
would mean restoring Prime Minis-
tership to Mr. Deuba who will in any
case not be responsible to any Parlia-
ment. It would, of course, be easier
for them to invoke Kelsen's theory of
a change in the basic norm to legiti-
mise King Gyanendra’s usurpation of
dictatorial power. In this, it would
find support from the doctrine of ne-
cessity invoked by Pakistan’s courts
to justify virtually all or any kind of
unconstitutional violation. A doc-
trine to justify revolution has been
trivialised to help dictators. The rule
of law is ill-served by such constitu-
tional acrobatics.

But where does Nepal go from
here? The actual situation in Nepal is
serious and drifting out of control.
When King Gyanendra used the
Emergency powers in November
2001, the situation worsened in ways
that forfeited the confidence of the
people. Quite apart from the consti-
tutional violations, the present situa-
tion was hardly the time to
compound a military crisis into a
constitutional disaster. It is in the
overall interests of Nepal that the
King recall his orders sacking Mr.
Deuba. Declaring a three-year Emer-
gency is neither necessary nor pru-
dent. On February 2, 2005, he swore
in a Cabinet of loyalists. What is
needed is to create consensus na-
tional governance, which will take
Nepal into a democratic framework.
When Mr. Deuba asked President
George W. Bush for support to fight
the Maoist rebels in 2002, America
pledged $20 million to this cause. It
remains a moot question as to what
the Government of Nepal expects
from America now — and, even more
so, what America led by President
Bush will threaten to do. This is the
time for the King of Nepal to return
to first principles of democratic gov-
ernance and not invite further chaos
in an already troubled nation. Con-
stitutions require an inner morality
to make them function.
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KATHMANDU, FEB. 3. Days after
seizing power, King Gyanendra
moved on Thursday to tighten
his grip over Nepal by clamping
down on the media — issuing a
ban on independent news
broadcasts and threatening to
punish newspapers for reports
that run counter to the official
monarchist line.

A government edict, printed
in the state-run newspaper
Gorkhapatra, said any news
outlet publishing reports critical
of “the spirit of the royal procla-
mation” would be met with
punishment.

The order, which also bans
news reports seen as supporting
the rebels, will remain in effect
for six months. A similar an-
nouncement on state radio said
private radjo stations would no
longer t}e/aluiowed to broadcast

.

ss Party activists stage a demonstration against King Gyanendra

Kathmandu on Thursday. — AP

Media blackout in Ne lepal

any news or opinion. All broad-
casts were to remain “purely
entertainment,” the statement
said.

The news blackout and a cut
in Internet and phone services
that accompanied Tuesday’s

declaration of a state of emer-_.

gency apparently thwarted a
call by Maoist rebels for a na-
tionwide strike on Thursday,
with most people saying they
were not aware of the announ-
cement.

Worried its opponents might
try to marshal support for pro-
tests against the King, soldiers
have been dispatched to many
newspapers and TV stations to
Censor news reports.

Demonstrations

Despite the clampdown, a
few small demonstrations

sprang up on Thursday in Kath
mandu.

Several groups of 20 or sc
protesters gathered to shou
slogans protesting the King'
power grab.

For the most part, though, lif
appears normal in Kathmandt

Rebel demands for a genere
strike usually bring the countr
to a near shutdown, with resi
dents staying home out of fea
of reprisals by guerillas.

But while traffic was lighte;
than normal in this crowdec
city, cars still filled the streets
and most shops were open.

While news was not available
from the rest of the country,
long-distance bus drivers said at
least one highway — the main
road from Kathmandu towards
China — had been blocked by
the guerillas. — AP
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Silence & stares rule under king

ASHISH SINHA

Birganj (Nepal), Feb. 3: Mr
Deep Blue Camouflage and Mr
Olive Green Camouflage —
that is, men of the Nepalese
armed police and the Royal
Nepal Army — stare deep into
you as you move around the
Himalayan kingdom’s second
largest city.

Gurkhas both, their looks
are stoic, betraying not the
slightest emotion. You cannot,
obviously, be a journalist be-
cause outward flow of all in-
formation has been banned.
The iron curtain is much too
real. This reporter masguer-
aded as an Indian transporter
— in Nepal on “usual busi-
ness” — and moved around on
acycle rickshaw.

The man on the streets of
Birganj, whether of Indian or
Nepalese origin, is silent like
stone, mostly out of fear, it see-
ms. King Gyanendra, who has
reserved all powers unto him-
self for three years, isseenasa
“tough guy, who knows no ex-
tent”. The late Birendra Bikr-
am Shah was considered a lib-
eral and an avatar of Vishnu.

Politicians — from the
Nepalese Congress, the Sadb-
havana Party, even commu-
nists — have been sneaking
into India through Raxaul but
hoteliers in the Bihar town are
under orders not to disclose
their presence.

One of them, however,
opened up after pestering.
“The royal takeover is uncon-
stitutional. The ban on the
media is worse, a violation of
basic rights,” said a Nepalese
Congress leader of Parsa dis-
trict, within which Birganj
falls. He was in Raxaul.

“The Maoist problem is al-
ready there. We now antici-
pate a joint agitation by the
forces of democracy,” said his
associate. “It (agitation) may
take some timge but it will hap-
pen for stive.” But “democra-
cy” wasstiore a euphemism for
him 7{/alnd in no way, an ideo-

o B
INDIA  Faxaul Zﬁ"

Nepal’s new government said
on Thursday it wanted peace
talks with Maoist rebels but
clamped down on dissent,
banning all criticism of the
king’s decision to assume
power for three years.

Soldiers have been posted
in television newsrooms to
monitor all broadcasts befo-
re they are aired, reporters
said. State radio announced a
six-month ban on all news th-
at opposed the royal procla-
mation of emergency and the
sacking of the government.

The government said its
first priority was peace with
the Maoists. “To establish pe-
ace, we are considering how
to go forward with the peace
process and the dialogue wi-
th the Maoists,” education
minister Radha Krishna Mai-
nali said.

“Will they come to talks
or not? If they do, we can mo-
ve forward in a certain way.
And if they don’t, we have to
make another choice.”

logical standpoint for an alter-
native and desirable system of
governance,

The three-day - general
strike called by the Maoists
began today While Birganj
seemed normal, public trans-
port did not move. Even driv-
ers of rickety autorickshaws
— no public vehicle look new
in this extremely backward re-
gion— were simply not ready
toleave the city and drive even
for a few miles to the outskirts.

Details of the bandh —and
of violence, if any — were not

available, But a trader said: ‘A
oist bandh in this part
eans total standstill. This

call came before the develop-
ments in Kathmandu. Sur-
prisingly, many shops in Bir-
ganj are open today. That is a
change from the earlier time.”

Another resident said the
change could turn out to be
“positive” — the beginning of
“better times” than the rule of
“self-centred politicians who
merely play power games”. “If
the king manages to strike a
deal with the Maoists, he will
become a darling of the mass-
es. It is too early to say, but 1
feel he will give the process a
try,” he added.

Nearly a dozen newspa-
pers — like Ankush, Prateek,

Bypass and Narayani Times —
are published from Birganj.
None came out for the second
day today. The situation will
continue for some time be-
cause the ban — not mere cen-
sorship — has been enforced
strictly. “There are informers
everywhere,” a journalist
said.

Shopkeepers from villages
around Birganj regularly
come to Raxaul for purchases.
“We just want our life to go on
asusual. Peace will be a bonus.
In my village, most people be-
lieve that Nepal is still a
monarchy. The king is held in
high esteem and awe,” said a

middle-aged man who crossed
over today.

The pro-palace Rajbhakta
Deshbhakta Samooh and Nep-
al Rashtrawadi Sangha took
out a “victory procession” in
Birganj yesterday, which was
led by Pashupati Rauniyar
and Janak Shah. The evening
before was celebrated as “mini
Diwali”.

The fate of Madhesis (peo-
ple of Indian origin in Nepal)
is also being discussed. “They
can come under attack from
the Maoists and the army.
That will be very unfortunate.
Nearly 251akh Nepalis work in
India. The hills are vacant due

A policeman stares at a woman in Kathmandu on Thursday. (AFP)

to migration. We too need pro-
tection and an assurance from
the Indian government,” whis-
pered an elderly Madhesi at a
betel shop.

The Nepalese Congress le-
ader in Raxaul claimed he an-
ticipated the “coup” when a
meeting of the pro-palace Raj
Parishad was held in Kath-
mandu late last year. “Former
minister Jang Mehar Shre-
shtha had expressed concern
about the meeting,” he said.

The film Padmashree Lal-
00 Prasad Yadav is not banned
in Nepal, unlike the poll-

bound Bihar. It is drawin,
good crowd in Birganj. /

/ Alert on M

Nepal
border

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Lucknow, Feb. 3: Uttar Prade-
sh and Uttaranchal have start-
ed beefing up security along
the porous border with Nepal
following the proclamation of
emergency in the kingdom.

Both states suspect a crac-
kdown on Maoists in Nepal
will spark massive infiltration
of Nepali militants into India.

“The intelligence network
in the border districts has been
activated. Instructions have
been issued to the superinte-
ndents of police to keep vig-
il...,” said Aloke Sinha, the Utt-
ar Pradesh principal secretary.

Sources said checking has
been intensified on routes to
the seven border districts.
Five companies of armed forc-
es have been sent to the areas.

Uttaranchal has three dist-
ricts — Rudrapur, Champawat
and Pithoragarh — bordering
west Nepal. The 275-km border
in the hilly terrain of Uttaran-
chal has made the state vul-
nerable toinfiltration.

“We are keeping a close wa-
tch on the situation on the bor-
der and have kept security for-
ces on their toes, especially in
the sensitive areas,” said dire-
ctor-general of police Kanch-
an Choudhary Bhattacharya.

Reinforcements of the Pro-
vincial Armed Constabulary
and the Sashastra Seva Bal,
which guard the border, have
been deployed.

King Gyanendra’s coup.

emergency and assume power.

developments in Kathmandu.

New Delhi, Feb. 3: India today began its
official contact with the new regime in
Kathmandu despite the outrage over

Shiv Shankar Mukherjee, the Indian
ambassador, met Ramesh Nath Pandey,
Nepal’s new foreign minister, to discuss
the situation evolving out of the king’s de-
cision to sack the government, impose

Briefing reporters here, foreign min-
istry spokesperson Navtej Sarna said the
ambassador met Pandey to convey the
“import” of Delhi’s stand on the recent

India has in its statements expressed
serious concern over the developments
and asked for restoration of democracy
and release of political leaders arrested

reaction, Ne

coup.

Kathmandu.

by the arrhy ince Tuesday.

Avoiding Adirect comment on De1h1 ]
’s ambassador Karna
Dhoj Adhikary said here today that bilat-
eral ties would not be affected.

“The basic fabric of the relationship
between India and Nepal is the recogni-
tion of our country’s sovereignty and cap-
ability. There is nothing that threatens
our relationship,” he said in Kathman-
du’s first official reaction since Tuesday’s

Delhi, despite its strong reservations,
has been keen on keeping a line of
communication open with the palace,
a desire evident in today’s meeting in

This first became clear yesterday
when foreign secretary Shyam Saran re-
fused to make restoration of democracy a
pre-condition for starting a dialogue with

! Delhi conn Js w;tMalace

PRANAY sHARMA (\ ( Kathmandu’s new regime.

Nepal is strategically one of India’s
most important neighbours. Any nega-
tive impact in Nepal —
countrywide violent agitation by the
Maoists — can have a spillover effect on
India as the countries share a long and
porous border.

Adhikary rejected the fear of “ramifi-
cations” affecting India.

Delhi, however, is worried that the

in this case, a

king’s coup may help the Maoists occupy

the space vacated by the democratic
forces and launch a countrywide move-
ment against the palace.

Adhikary contended that the “main

objective” of the king’s action was to “se-

cure the future of multi-party democracy
in the country”. “There was some confu-
sion initially. But today there is a sense of
relief in Nepal,” he said.

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 3: India’s de-
cision to stay away from the
Saarc summit appears to be a
deliberate attempt to send a
strong signal to Dhaka about
Delhi’s “dissatisfaction” with
the state of bilateral relations.

India had cited deteriorat-
ing law and order in Ban-
gladesh and the “political tur-

Jab at Dhaka
in Saarc retreat

said. “We have not sought post-
ponement due to any develop-
ments in bilateral relations

leaders in Bangladesh and de-
teriorating law and order.
Sources, however, said the

moil” in Nepal as the reasons
for its withdrawal from the
summit scheduled in Dhaka. It
has since been postponed.

Foreign ministry spokes-
person Navtej Sarna today re-
jected Bangladesh’s charge
that the decision owed to de-
velopments in Delhi’s rela-
tions with some South Asian
neighbours.

“Let me clarify,” Sarna

with Saarc countries. We have
drawn attention to develop-
ments that have an impact on
the entire region of South
Asia and not just India.”

He cited the strong statem-
ents the heads of missions of
the European Union and US
assistant secretary of state
Christina Rocca had issued in
the past few days on the viole-
nce directed against political

Indian establishment — frus-
trated with Dhaka’s failure to
enter into any “constructive
dialogue” with Delhi over the
past few years — took the op-
portunity of the Nepal royal
coup to indeed send out a sig-
nal to Dhaka.

Bangladesh foreign minis-
ter Morshed Khan had yester-
day expressed “shock and dis-
may” at Delhi’s decision. But

Morshed’s anger, the sources
said, was directed more at In-
dia’s move to cite his country’s
deteriorating law and order.

The Bangladesh National-
ist Party-led coalition govern-
ment’s keenness to host the
summit in Dhaka had more to
do with proving some domes-
tic points than pushing for re-
gional cooperation.

Dhaka was aware that the

. opposition Awami League was

bent on focusing the world’s at-
tention on the “total break-
down in law and order” in the
wake of attacks against the
party.

By claiming to provide ade-
guate security for the visiting
dignitaries, Dhaka was trying
to tell the neighbours as well
as the Awami League that
there were not many takers for
the Opposition’s claim.

Manmohan sends ‘tough’ message

Singh: Decisive

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Feb. 3: The glimp-
se of steel was not by design,
or so they say.

Manmohan Singh’s deci-
sions to skip the Saarc sum-
mit and increase the foreign
investment ceiling in telecom
was not part of a larger exer-
cise toredefine hisimageasa
“tough and decisive” leader,
sources close to the Prime
Minister said.

But they conceded that
the moves “belied the percep-
tion of a person who could be
persuaded under pressure”
and “to that extent” signalled
areinvention of his persona.

The sources said the Pri-
me Minister, right from the
beginning, had not been at
ease with the idea of attend-
ing a summit in Dhaka in an
environment perceptibly

“hostile” to India. “The PM
felt the idea of Saarc was
meaningless if it took place
in an environment that was
inimical to peace and pros-
perity. Any statement or reso-
Iution that emanated would
be hollow and rhetorical,” a
source said, referring to re-
ports of how Bangladesh
“encouraged” anti-Indian in-
surgency groups on its soil.
“His priority is to have the
best of relations with our nei-
ghbours but these would have
to be reciprocal and mutually
beneficial and not at the cost
of having terrorists sneaking
into Jammu and Bengal from
across the borders. Singh is
all for breaking down trade
and human barriers in the
subcontinent, but not at the
cost of harming our territori-
al integrity,” he added.
Singh’s decision to absta-

in from the summit, the sour-
ces said, was meant as a “me-
ssage” as much to Nepal, wh-
ere King Gyanendra sacked
the government on Tuesday,
as to Bangladesh that he wou-
id not countenance any brea-
ch of democracy or territori-
al integrity.

The sources claimed that
once Singh got a fix on the ev-
ents in Nepal, his “mind was
as good as made up”. Yesterd-
ay, he held a series of consult-
ations with national security
adviser M.K. Narayanan, for-
eign minister K. Natwar Sin-
gh, former Prime Ministers
LK. Gujral and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and former deputy
Prime Minister LK. Advani.

Though Vajpayee and Ad-
vani refused to make a state-
ment — sources said the mat-
ter was “too sensitive” for a
casual response — an official

statement from the BJP echo-
ed the Indian establishment’s
view. “The king’s draconian
actions have caused a serious
setback to the process (of de-
mocracy),” it said.

Asked how long India co-
uld avoid doing business with
the Nepal king, a source said:
“We will eventually have to.
But we have made our point.
Don’t forget how (Pakistan’s
Pervez) Musharraf had to
struggle before he gained le-
gitimacy and when he did, it
was only because the US
found him useful post 9/11.”

On the FDI hike in telec-
om, Singh, the sources said,
was determined to push it th-
rough before the budget. A
senior minister had reporte-
dly raised the security angle
at the cabinet meeting but
was firmly told that such
fears were taken care of. /

Posters

change, life
is as usual

Kathmandu, Feb. 3 (Reute-
rs): The shiny new posters of
the king of Nepal hastily past-
ed up around Kathmandu de-
clare the dawn of a new era
for the troubled kingdom.

However, hundreds of po-
litical leaders and activists are
under house arrest, behind ba-
rs or on the run, communica-
tion with the outside world is
cut, the media are muzzled
and army officers control all
television news.

For most Nepalis, life proc-
eeded as normal today, despite
an unsuccessful attempt by
Maoists to shut the city down
in protest against King Gya-
nendra’s seizure of absolute
power for the next three years.

Shops and businesses bus-
tled with customers, laughing
children walked to school and
buses plied the narrow, smoke-
choked streets.

But changes are visible.

Soldiers scrubbed political
slogans and the names of
politicians off walls. (Reuters
picture above)

Posters of King Gyanend
ra that hail the “beginning of
Nepal’s new era” are being
quickly put up.

Opponents of the king’s de-
cision have no way to rally
supporters because all tele-
phone lines are cut and Inter-
net access is severed.

Cyber cafes were among
the few places still shuttered.

But movement on the stre-
ets was carefree. Although so-
me extra police in riot gear ha-
ve been deployed, soldiers and
police were friendly.

For those in the news busi-
ness, times are less relaxed.

“It’s hard,” said a reporter
for a private channel filming
at Democracy Wall. That rally-
ing point of protest near the
palace was set up after Gyane-
ndra sacked the same Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba, and suspended Parliament
in late 2002. “We are just doing
this for archives. We can’t use
it,” he said.

Reporters said they were
under pressure not to be critic- -
al. “They are really going to be
watching us. This is worse th-
an anything before,” szy,one.
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77 King Gyanendra did not read\{t\hriglﬁﬁ(c

hough by no means unexpected, the Sher Bahadur

Deuba government’s dismissal completes the two-and-
a-half-year strangulation of Nepal’s multi-party demo-
cracy. King Gyanendra has plotted the royal takeover
meticulously, ever since he sacked Deuba’s caretaker
ministry in October 2002 for, it was said, failing to hold a
snap-poll within six months of parliament’s dissolution.
Deuba’s successor and pro-monarchist Rashtriya Praja-
tantra Party leader Lokendra Bahadur Chand’s govern-
ment fared no better and was replaced by another headed
by RPP leader Surya Bahadur Thapa. When he too failed
to deliver what the king wanted, he was left with little
option but to reinstate Deuba in June last year. Deuba’s
priority was to create an atmosphere congenial for fair and
peaceful elections by April this year but he failed to revive
a dialogue with Maoists and his seven-month rule was
characterised by violence, large-scale kidnapping of
children and abduction of businessmen. Had he not
insisted on Maoists surrendering weapons before sitting
down to talk, it is possible that the rebels may have agreed.
Of late, even his ruling partner, the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) felt he was a hindrance
to peace efforts. Deuba was in deep trouble when the
Nepali Congress headed by GP Koirala refused to join his
“all-party” ministry. And that was exactly what the King
wanted.

The Monarch’s promise “to restore peace and effective
democracy within the next three years” is all very well but
he seems to have rushed to usurp executive powers
blatantly, imposing an emergency and putting political
leaders under house arrest. He should have considered
Koirala’s plea to restore the dissolved parliament which,
he argued, was justified if elections could not be held. It
might have helped restore a semblance of law and order
and possibly paved the way for elections. Many seemed to
share Koirala’s views but the Supreme Court ruled this
out. For that matter, there is no constitutional provision
either for an “all-party” interim government that Deuba
headed. Chronic infighting split the Nepali Congress and
now no single party hopes to win a majority. A possible
next step is an all-party consensus ministry, and the
possibility can still be explored. Since suppression of
democracy in not an auspicious augury for both Nepal and
India, New Delhi’s immediate compulsion is to put
pressure on the King to reverse his decision. The
conception that the king can do no wrong has ended long
ago, and also in the land of its birth.

In any discussion of a domino effect, the situation in
Bangladesh cannot be wholly discounted. /\ /
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KATHMANDU, Feb. 2. —
King Gyanendra today
formed a 10-member gov-
ernment comprising mostly
his loyalists even as army
and paramilitary forces pa-
trolled the capital a day
after the Deuba governme-
nt was sacked and emerge-
ncy declared in the country.
Press censorship was
imposed with the suspen-
sion of the right to informa-
tion and foreign news chan-
nels went off cable networ-
ks. Tribhuvan International
Airport was opened after a
day’s closure and three
Indian Airlines flights —
from Delhi. Varanasi, Kol-
kata — operated. But the
capital continued to be cut
off from the world as com-
munication lines remained
suspended. Many leaders.
including Nepali Congress
Mr GP Koirala and NCP-
UMLs Mr MK Nepal, were
cither under house-arre€t
or detained. New home
minister Mr Dan Bahadur
Shahi said: “The King has
the chief executive authori-
v pow, so it will be easier
for Maoists to come for
peace tatks. It is what they
were wanting.” — PTI
Editorial:
No Nostradamus! page 8
More reports on page 4

LET’S JOIN /
HANDS TO HELP

OUR lives have been devas-
tated once again. Thousands
have been killed, many more
rendered homeless and des-
titute. it is time for us to come
together and help those
affected by this gigantic
tragedy. The Statesman and
Dainik Statesman have set up
a fund to help those aff

by the calamity. We appeal to
readers to donate generously
to help the needy.

Please send your contribu-
tions by cash/ cheque/
demand draft to The
Statesman Ltd., Statesman
House, 4  Chowringhee
Square, Kotkata 700001.
Cheques/drafts should be
made payable to “THE
STATESMAN  CALAMITY
RELIEF FUND”. The names
of all those who send Rs 100
and more will be published in TE ST A"'ESM AN
these columns. Donations will
be exempt from income tax
u/s 80G of the I-T Act, 1961.

C.R. IRANI 0 3 FEB ?005

Editor-in-Chief

www.thestatesman.net
e-mail: thestatesman@vsnl.com
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“Nepal king suspends civil |

Kathmandu: Press censorship was clamped
in Nepal as King Gyanendra on Wednesday
formed a 10-member cabinet comprisng
mostly his loyalists, a day after he sacked
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s gov-
ernment, declared a state of emergency and
assumed all executive powers for three years.
All major political leaders, including Nepali
Congress president Girija Prasad Koirala
and NCP-UML leader Madhav Kumar Nepal
were either under house arrest or detained,
sources in the parties said.

Kathmandu was cut off from the rest of
the world as communication lines, including mobile,
Internet, long-distance calls remained suspended for
the second day. Press censorship was imposed with the
suspension of the right to information and foreign
news channels were off the cable networks. The king
suspended several provisions of the constitution, in-
cluding freedom of the press, speech and expression,
peaceful assembly, the right to privacy, and the right
against preventive detention, a statement from the
royal palace said.

The situation in Kathmandu is calm and quiet till
now, but uncertainty and confusion prevails every-

v,
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\}\’\

Tn Head 10-Member Catinet Pack

Gyanendra

rties
0 With Aides

where. The King, who will head the govern-
ment, through a royal promulgation named
Ramesh Pandey as the new foreign Minister
and Dan Bahadur Shahi as the home minister,
state-run Radio Nepal said. Veteran econo-
mist Madhukar Shumsher Rana has been ap-
pointed as finance minister while Tanka Dha-
ka will be the information and communica-
tion minister and Radha Krishna Mainali the
minister for sports and education, it said.
The US and Britain joined India in criticis-
ing the king’s action. A State Department
spokesman said US was “deeply troubled” by
the dismissal Deuba’s government and termed the de-
velopments in Nepal as “a step back from democracy.”
Britain has called for immediate restitution of multi-
party democracy in the Himalayan Kingdom. UN Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan said the King’s action would
bring neither lasting peace nor stability to Nepal. Hu-
man rights group Amnesty International has expressed
concern over the King’s action saying “the internation-
al community must make it immediately clear to the
King that by assuming power he is directly responsible

for protecting the people of Nepal and safeguarding
their fundamental human rights.” en //gu
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In a country beset with massive pov
the Maoists of Nepal represent mass
resentment against economic exclusion.

Will Gyanendra be able to address
Nepal’s immense problems?

ARAVINDA R DEO

ING Gyanendra of Nepal
K{llas dismissed the Sher Ba-
adur Deuba government

and taken power into his own
hands. This was not an altogether
unexpected development, however
unwelcome it might be to the de-
mocratic forces in Nepal or to the
well-wishers of Nepali people in the
rest of the world. By whatever
name one may call it, it was a royal
coup.
In his speech announcing his
decision Gyanendra charged
Deuba with having failed “to make

necessary arrangements to hold

elections by April 2005 and to pro-
tect democ-
racy, sover-
eignty of the
people and life
and property”.
And justified
his takeover in
“the larger interest of the people
and (for) the protection of sover-
eignty”. He also accused political
partiesin Nepal of indulging in fac-
tional in-fighting when they should
have united “to protect the coun-
try’s democracy, national sover-
eignty, peoples’ life and property”.
This is not the first time Deuba has
been removed from office by the
King; when Gyanendra sacked him
on October 4, 2002, he had accused
the Prime Minister of having failed
to provide effective governance.
The difference now is that unlike in
2002 the King has decided to take
direct charge of the government as
Chairman of the Council of Minis-
ters.

The democratic experiment in
Nepal has suffered many a setback.
In 1960, King Mahendra dismissed
B P Koirala’s government and es-
tablished a hands-on system of gov-
ernment more suited to “the genius

of my people”. In the words of
Rishikesh Shaha, himself a foreign
minister under King Mahendra
and later a very perceptive analyst
of Nepali politics, King Mahendra’s
system of governance was “in prac-
tice a means of exploiting, under
the garb of tutelary democracy, the
age-old Nepali tradition of unques-
tioned obedience to autocratic au-
thority of any kind”. The three-
decade-long  experiment  of
“partyless democracy” in fact de-
stroyed whatever little possibility
there was for development of a de-
mocratic culture in Nepali polity.
The Partyless Panchayat system
came to a sudden end in the early
months of 1990 after an escalating
political protest
and the saga-
cious decision
by King Biren-
drato allow the
re-establish-
ment of multi-
party democracy. A new constitu-
tion was enacted and a new hope
sprang in many hearts that Nepali
polity had got a second chance to
evolve into a parliamentary multi-
party democracy with a constitu-
tional monarch as head of state,
“acting as a friend, philosopher and
guide to the politicians and as a fa-
ther figure to his people”.
Butleaders of almost all political
parties squandered away their sec-
ond chance and the monarch could
not resist the temptation of playing
parties against each other in the
hope that ultimately he could get
back the power he had lost to the up-
surge of popular will. From 1960 to
1995, a long period by any reckon-
ing, the Nepali ruling elite was more
concerned with playing power
games than with any serious long-
term developmental work. King
Mahendrastrove to create a sense of
Nepali nationalism, not so much on
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If successive governments in Nepal have been
unable to overcome the challenge thrown by the insurgents it is
because the self-styled Maobadis appear to offer last hope to the poor
and the downtrodden Nepali hill-people, the bulk of whom have been
left out of any social or political empowerment and see no prospects
of even a modicum of economic progress. King Gyanendra’s word is
therefore likely to carry little credibility with either the Maobadis or
even the politically conscious and active elite

what were positive factors uniting
the country but more woven round
sovereignty defined as “standing up
against outside pressures”, a politi-
calshorthand for India.

A group of extreme left-wingers
in the Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN) had formed a United Peo-
ple’s Front of Nepal (UPFN) and
fought elections in 1991, emerging
as the third-largest group after the
Nepali Congress and CPN. The
UPFN split up and two of its lead-
ers—Baburam = Bhattarai and
Comrade Prachanda—led the
group which called itself the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Maoists).

This group, manouevred out of the
parliamentary mainstream by 1995,
decided to take the path of armed
revolution. What began in Febru-
aryin 1996 as a series of isolated in-
cidents of violence against petty
landlords, greedy shopkeepers and
small institutions holding public
funds, such as local treasury, post
offices and banks, in the western
and far western zones of the King-
dom of Nepal has now engulfed
more than 75 per cent of districts.
Insurgent Maoists (Maobadis)
have been successful in blockading
access to Kathmandu valley. Their
writ appears to run over large areas

of the country and the writ of the
“official government” is shrinking
rapidly.

If successive governments in
Nepal have been unable to over-
come the challenge thrown by the
insurgents it is because the self-
styled Maobadis appear to offer
last hope to the poor and the down-
trodden Nepali hill-people, the
bulk of whom have been left out of
any social or political empower-
mentand see no prospects of even a

‘modicum of economic progress.

King Gyanendra’s word is
therefore likely to carry little credi-
bility with either the Maobadis or

even the politically conscious and
active elite. The King has said that
he will chair his own council of min-
isters. A system based on an indi-
vidual’s power is at best fragile
given the nature of human exis-
tence. An individual can seldom be
an effective substitute for aworking
political institution. It is open to
question whether Gyanendra’s suc-
cessor might enjoy the same credi-
bility. His obsessive reference to
protect the country’s sovereignty is
totally uncalled for. Challenge to a
country’s sovereignty comes from
without. The challenge in Nepal to-
day is from within.

Over the last few years there has
been some fear, and much concern,
among Nepal watchers about
whether the country was rapidly be-
coming a failed state. Their worst
fears are likely to come true in the
coming months. By ruling the “tra-
ditional” pro-democracy parties
hors de combat, Gyanendra could
have driven them to the opposite
camp. The Maobadis would have
little reason to accommodate the
King at an hour when his own sup-
port among the bourgeois political
parties is being eroded.

Can Gyanendra repeat the
“success” which his father King
Mahendra achieved between 1960
and 19727 And how,deep was the
success? One might Yell ask what
exactly did Mahendra achieve by
way of economic development for
his people? Nepal’'s unique vast
natural  resource—water—re-
mained untapped because of un-
warranted suspicions about Indian
intentions. Nepal was left out of
economic modernisation and
opted out of building economic in-
frastructure to generate large-scale
employment. Instead Nepal opted
to go in for growth in tourism
(which in real terms is largely de-
pendent on traffic from India), us-
ing liberal Indian trade and transit
regimes to engage in “unauthorised
trade in towns bordering India”,
and in the process building up an
educated class with no prospects of
gainful employment inside the
country.

Itis no longer the 1960s. Nepal’s

population today is almost 25 mil-
lion as against less than 10 million in
1961. At its present rate of growth,
Nepal would have a population of
50 million in three decades. A stag-
nant economy and an increasingly
unstable polity cannot but lead to
social forces such as represented by
the Maobadis. Over the last four
decades the quality of governance
has declined. Corruption has be-
come endemic and under an auto-
cratic rule it can only get worse—
not better. A crumbling polity in
Nepal would lead to migration out
of Nepal into India. Given the open
border between Nepal and India it
would be difficult if not impossible
to check this efflux out of Nepal.
According to an estimate there
were five to six million Nepali na-
tionals living and working in India
in 1990. It is feared that another
half a million to one million Nepali
nationals have sought residence in
India, generating ethnic problems
in some areas. Any new influx into
India would have serious conse-
quences for Indian political stabil-
ity and economic development.
‘What Nepal’s ruling elite does
toits polity (and also economy) can
no longer remain an internal mat- -
ter of that country if its impact is
also felt by India. We need to re-
think our Nepal policy, moving
away from repeating the mantra -
that we wish Nepal well. We would
have to move to a more pro-active
policy respecting Nepal’s sover-
eignty and integrity and assisting it
in embarking on a programme of
rapid economic development. No
other country in the world has as -
much vested interest in Nepal’s
“success” as India has: no other
country would face an adverse im- ;
pact on its overall security as much
as India would have. We need to
have no vested interest in an indi-
vidual but an institution. But above :.
all we must have a conviction that ..
without genuine democracy there
can be no progress and stability in
Nepal, and that is what we need to -
strive for. .

The writeris fonnerlndian» |
ambassador o Nepal
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BY DISMISSING PRIME Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba for the second time in a little more than
two years, King Gyanendra has not only acted
against the spirit of Nepal’s system of constitu-
tional monarchy. He has, with reckiess deliber-
ation, plunged his country into a political

freefall of the kind he will find very hard to con- .

trol or reverse. Since the King dismissed the
elected government of Mr. Deuba in October
2002, Nepal has been in something like a twi-
light zone as far as democracy, civil liberties,
and the normal conduct of political discourse
are concerned. Parliament remained suspended
and it was clear the King was in no hurry to
allow fresh elections. By declaring a state of
emergency now, King Gyanendra has lifted the
veil of ambiguity that covered his authoritarian
and reactionary political agenda. When Mr.
Deuba unwisely accepted the King's invitation
to reoccupy the Singh Durbar last year, he
should have anticipated that what was being
offered to him was something worse than even a
Faustian bargain: Nepal's fractious politicians
were being given precious little in exchange for
giving up their democratic soul. At least Me-
phistopheles was promised 24 years of pleasure;
Mr. Deuba barely got 24 weeks.

There should be no doubt in anyone’s mind
that the increasing determination of the Gov-
ernment and its Maoist adversaries to settle Ne-
pal’s fate on the battlefield is, to a significant
extent, the product of King Gyanendra's put-
schist politics. As Nepal, India, and the rest of
the world contemplate his latest coup-within-a-
coup, one thing is clear: it is this palace-engi-
neered deportation of politics that has enabled
military methods and military concerns to gain
ascendancy. Thanks to the King’s support, the
Royal Nepal Army has had a free hand in its
people- and terrain-destructive war against the
Maoist insurgents; that the ensuing violations of
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human rights have not brought the authorities
any closer to victory is a different matter alto-
gether. As for the Maoists, the growing illegiti-
macy of the King and the hollowness of the
political system of constitutional monarchy have
led their leadership to conclude that a spectac-
ular victory could be round the corner. The rhet-
orical questions posed to Mr. Deuba by the
Maoist leader, Prachanda, when the Prime Min-
ister offered peace talks last year were aimed at
highlighting the fact that the Government had
control over neither King nor Army. This thesis
has now been proved correct. Similarly, the ex-
tremist rebels know that their demand for a Con-
stituent Assembly will now find an even wider
echo across the Kingdom. King Gyanendra’s lat-
est move has stripped the monarchy of the cor-
don sanitaire provided by the political parties.
From now on, Nepal will witness a two-cornered
contest — the King versus the rest — with the
Maoists well placed to increase their clout.

Although the Manmohan Singh Government
has issued a statement expressing its “grave con-
cern” over the “serious setback to the cause of
democracy” in Nepal, India needs to reflect on
how its own ambivalence towards King Gyanen-
dra relates to the most recent turn of events.
True, New Delhi continuously urged the Palace
to compromise with the political parties rai.ged
against him and warned that the Maoists were
taking advantage of the prevailing state of confu-
sion. At the same time, the decision to sell arms
to the Royal Nepal Army was seen as tacit en-
dorsement of the King's authoritarian ways —
and of the view that a ‘military solution’ to the
problem of insurgency was possible. In fact,
there is no military solution. In addition to urg-
ing the reversal of his illegitimate, anti-constitu-
tional adventure and an immediate return to
democracy, India needs to send this message to
King Gyanendra, post-haste. /)

02 FEB 2008



dv — "Aepsan}] uo npuewuyjey| uj UoiS|A9|3} aje}S
uo uopjeu ay) sassaippe jedop JO eipusueAn Suiy

ST 93ed uo suodas siop
0T 93ed uo [epoyp3
dv — 'uedaq
Buny3y ayy aous paip aaey aid
-0ad 00S‘0T UBY] QIO 0US[OIA
a1y pua pue soniod asaredoN
JO weansurew 9y} OJUl WO
0] UONEBJAUI  S,JUSWIUIIAOLD)
9yl posnjar aaey Ay oels
ISI[EID0S B YSI[qeISe pue Jusul
-UI3A05) 9Y) MOIYMIA0 0} 9661
aours Buin uasaq aaey ‘Suop
-7 OB\ Ioped] AIRUONN[OASI
asauIyD) 9le] Ayl UIOI UOReI
-1dsur meip oym ‘s[agar ay[,
9pISATIUNOD
sJedoN jo sued a81e] [onuod
oym ‘S[9qaI Y} PUE $IDI0J JUIUI
-UIPAOD) U3M]Iaq  Payisuaiul
3uny3sy ‘1e3ye uoos 's3ulR| oY1
I9Je npuerwWIR) YOOUS SIOTY
"PaID] aram Afr
-wrej [e£01 9y} JO SIdQUISW U],
‘paIp OS[e OYM ‘Qulld UMOID)
ay) ‘uos s eipuailg 3upy Aq pal
-nwuwod Apuaredde aidessewr
aoered e ur umop pauung sem
‘eIpuallg ‘IaY101q SIY I8ye 100
ul UMOId 9y} pawmsse A[uap
-pns ‘GG ‘eipuaueAr) 3uny 9oUls
rowamny ur usaq sey [edaN
*S[9Q31 1SIORIA 9Y1 UM
syrer aoead Bunponpuod pue
5007 YoreN Aq suonods Sul
-PIoy JO Y$el 3yl YIm Iedk ise|
BqNA(J "IN PIIBISUISI 9} “JUsW
-UIdA03 Paloa[e A[[eonBI0oUIdp

® JO UONRIOISAI wﬂ%xﬁwﬁ
s1sojoid j00ms ssewr Supjreds
‘2002 19q0100 Ul 19)SIUIN SWlld
se eqna(] "IN pary Sury oyl
‘paldadsar aq pnom
s)ydu  ueuwny Jeyl paisisul
9y Ing "I9pI0 pUB ME[ Urejurewt
0} 1amod arow usAld aq pnom
$9010] ALNOds  pres  ‘Awry
asafedaN [eA0Y IaqUIoUWI-000‘8.
ay) Jo IspuewWod Jwalidns
3y} os[e ST oyMm ‘YoTeuow 3y J,
‘paIepap uaaq pey Ao
-uadIawg Jo ajels e jey} pairod
-91 UOISIAJ[A) UNI-3)e)S ‘Iaje]
. 'sTRaA a1}
IXau 9y} UIYNm ATIUNOD ST} Ul
Aoe1d0wWap aANOAYD pue aoead
9101sa1 M SIYI, 'SISLID 0]
-ur Anunod ay3 urdunid jo san
-1ed reonijod Sursnooe ‘pres ay
«diysispes) Aw 1apun psuLioy
9q M Jaulqe) Mmou vy,
"a0ua[olA [9qa1 £q 1959q ST YOIYM
‘Anunod o) ut adead 2101591
0] ajqeun 3uloq pue SUOTIIA[
Areruaurerjred 3onpuod 01 Sut
-{te] JO JUSUWIUISAO0L) 9} pasnooe
Sury 9y} ‘UoISIA9[Y] UNI-3IRIS
uo JuswdUNoOUUER Uk Uf
ouoyd
9y} uo Afrurej Aur yoeal },ued
I pauIom we [, "IIOM juaul
-u1aA09 e ‘edey] uedeieN pres
Juaddey [m reym 10 uo 3uiod
ST JBUM MOWw 1,U0pP 9p "pasnj
-uod os are apy, ‘safddns uo
dn paxo01s sjuapisal pailiom se

‘suonie}s sed pue sa101s A192013
18 pauio] AppPmb saur SuoT

paruiom dpdoag

‘uado paurewra1 jrodire
ay) y3noyie ‘sentioyine ay) Aq
Joeq pauini 10 Ajureridoun ayl
prure paqeoued arem Ao Ayl
our sy3rj Auejy ‘npuewyiey
Jo swans oyl umoned aiom
SUNgaumorwl  polUNoOW  Yum

ILd — "a1ay ¢
spodar pior a8y “noq

-ydrou asop o st redaN,, |
TedoN Jo siepge peuwrdur |
3} UI 9I9JI9)Ul O] UOnUAU :
ou pey eIpy] jey3 pres Aepo} !
‘Ined fe1A1qS ‘10)STUIN SWIOH |
uoru() ayJ “r'edd ‘lIlVHYMND .

8lapsul jou
[IIm Beipuj,,

SOpIYaA ATejiul  poInouwry
-3s910xd
juto[ ® 10y pafeo pue suomn
-eol[durod IayMN] premol An
-unod ay) paysnd, pey 3uny a2y}
et pres ‘Aired 1sagdre| s Anyunod
ay) ‘ssarduo) qedoN oyl
«Koerourop jsurede
SI pUEB UOUNINSU0)) 3Y) SAIL[0IA
Apoaarp anow ayl, ‘siduodal
PO} ‘9SNOY SIY 9ABI[ 0] Pamo[

-[e j0u sem oym ‘eqnag ‘IN
do1s supy asoddo [im am,,

UOTIMINISUOD) SABOIA,,

"aoered
niyuedereN 9y} WIOI 1udul
-9Je)s e 03 Suipioode ‘uonua)
-op aanuasaid jsurede 1y3u
pue Aoeand o1 y3u ayl ‘Any
-9oead o[quUIadsSe 0] WOP3dY Y]
‘uotssardxa pue yosads ‘ssaad
Jo swiopaay ayy Surpnpourl ‘uon
-nnsuo) ayl jo suoismoid Te1s
-A3s papuadsns oste 3ury ay],

*SIOPEBI[ JUSUIUID
~AOD) I9Y)O pue ‘eqnag Inpey
-eg I9YS ‘IS)ISTUIA dWilIld 9y} Jo
$9SNOY 3y} PIPUNOIINS SIAP[OS
ysnoyire ‘dnod e sem 13a0aye]
SIY pomuep eIpuduein 3Juny
0661 Ul AJBIDOWAp padnpoijul
‘I9Y101q I9P[3 S, eIpUdURAD) Suny
‘expuaIrg Sury 210jaq sydIBUOW
s,[edaN Aq pakofus 1amod amng
-0sqe JO BId 3y} O] YOrqMOIY] B
‘Aypreuoul [BUOIIMIISUOD UBISY
UInog Aumn ayl Jo foruod usayel
sey Suny ay) 1ey) sIieak 29I}
Ul QUWIl} pUO0JdS JY) SEM SIYJ,
"pa[reund A[919A9s SanIAqI| [1AID
pue paiaalp siysiy ‘paddeus
3I9M  SAUI[ JOUIAIU[]  puUB
auoydarel se p{Iom 2yl JO 1s91
Y} W01} UOnRU UueAR[EWIH SIY
o Sumno ‘Aoualiowg Jo a1elIs
B DOIE[DIp PpuUB JUSWIWIIAOD
s,JedoN passiwsIp Aepo} eIpuau
-eAD Sury T ‘834 ‘NANVINHLVN

papuadsns mEm__u_ @ 1S8.ie 8SNOYy Jopun sioped| |edllljod @ S1994ls uo 1no Auly @ \r

saluad|| [IAID S|leuns) @ JUBWUIBA0K) Bgna( sossiwsiq @ Aousbiawg salepsq @

JedaN ul Jomod sdzids Uiy

o

el
Y
1

/»wdy

e




BBl lelpdle] QL5 56 LeQliodlten Bl Dl

Blojulbale i Blikblia o (22 122 [uiballe (ol Bl |
BB b IIEIS hebllale Bl0E] 4180 [Bitilble bkl Blloklz | |
bl “Leg) oiklayln Slialls BIdsb] BIbaW bl k) |iedasd Bk | |

Bl &5 Q) B-C00% ZIULAW) |odbd Db SRkl Sl
Halts Bib> 51a Sl s57b 6y Qo 124 B | slRIRie BlojRleh So|Nials
b loelley 1951 Bovals SRABI B2 Blgl oSAkipk Fko

BEIG\bls R\thie] Bddial FBE_WE_B%WEBN@WEV. & £Abaw) >

124 920 hledle 1309 Blbble QQ)ibl FbIB) lolk T00% Ledllel)
_wﬁ@@ﬁ@@w%gwﬁw@wﬁ%_gé

LI Bloddr) [b& eobblledl SGUMBIE 35 Sledilel)
|Gl geaiee |uiboll Sledllel) BUIY| Sla BLbsk
lobtlislie Blob) oG\ ) Loldr 524> bR bedb Bebltlleb® |Gl BRIGEI]e
%gF&%&EAEE_EE%EE%
EE@?E@EE@E&&@E@E&@E_E
$ake 24D blollalte) QIO | Ylle Ltliadlle Blje3|ibliele) Badh) bo2q ki
g_ﬁgﬁrﬁﬁ&ergfgﬁﬁa*ggﬁﬁw
Sdlollel) Blledbhile bajlelzr Bh-(lob 2%) lellelel 2bb b3
SN 1bAL) Bol% o e Bl 22(a Blloble RIS\ B bE il
bollel) 1Bl B9 B2 D@l BlbAW |90l ea|sials

L . um O

MElle bblleclls Bkb| BhI(blsk Bl 2% plbale Fdle blezk) Ble Bleak gb bdialle |aadlleiq Bleb] |oedirle Bodba Bl &AL SIGAe Bidle ki BllEo)

£te Blodllel) B aBla bt ST Pl Ledd: BB 1Lt ke)d BBl

Ile] lloblidblle) kiie Rkl lob G\BE} BeIRICekIb] 12022
o 1Q QOB kibly Fdllgam 1> tedte Blodle bole) 52% ejodi e]b)
¢ 2 3k Robls oMo R Slleallodlin ke BUOIG

B3|
W \JI

IRl ‘bIZ

glote Blde [ila bidlickln BOBLS BRIk kle BULLOIR k) K] QO bodl o Bloblk

o BUDE  Ledl lole) GO b Dbl kA Bl b osiipl bliclik 350  Rlbie] BES) lela Blkle Blea
2O BOIBIA Lliedl Sddinlte bdlle BOICP) Bl 152 ©0b)  bRMIm Lol e bbb obliAlk,

I02ls IO EIo DIIhIERg  bly BENGIIRIE bole B0l Rl Bledlleld) k)

B bIGERR g kb ‘kbleQulle ke BoOLEIS  Bldllel) < Blalvle ‘Blaleas] slge

Lo lsecBJse B\ by [Blhbele

120824 QII2 b Q) fein BEab bay ellslis Blaele Bkak)

lisble Lolzbolltio wase bote | | [N

b Lodls 102 Dalelln, DI 1542 BObls Ledlfets) iab] llokelz albol

Eb2UA 25 Sllobh [otede Bl BRI Lol BI51k $Ibaw) Sk
Bl Eiebliis 12lals Wb bollah telisBie, BUnbe) ¢ Blkele

o b2y |15|GIs)
Eblo Bldsle

‘ABk baw) |




\VAVg

A king:sized dilemma

&}Q % As Nepal goes under, India’s
cluelessness is cause for con%egn
v |

Y dismissing the government of
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba, Nepal’s King Gyanendra has
added yet another chapter in the
tragically repetitive pattern of Nepali
politics; a pattern where the mo-
narch appoints a prime minister only
to dismiss him within a few months.
The outcome always seems foreor-
dained, because it is impossible to
succeed as prime minister of Nepal.
On the one hand, the prime minister
isvulnerable to being undermined by
the king. On the other hand, the fact
that the prime minister cannot act
authoritatively is used as an argu-
ment against him. This was the case
the last time Deuba was dismissed.
He was then accused of not holding
elections on time. A prime minister
of Nepal cannot succeed unless he
undermines the power of the monar-
chy; if he does not do so, the monar-
chy will undermine him. On this oc-
casion, too, the king pronounced
Deuba — whom he had handpicked
to head the interim government —
incapable of dealing with the
Maoists. Both these failures in part
stem from the fact that prime minis-
ter does not carry enough authority.
It is partly for this reason that the
Maoists, at one point, had demanded
direct negotiations with the king.
Meanwhile a strong sense of deja
vu has descended on the region.
Nepal’s political parties are deeply
factionalised and too discredited to
mount an effective protest. And In-
dia, which has more stakes in Nepal
than in any other country, again ap-

|
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pears indecisive and completely out
of the loop. Although there were |
enough hints that the king would re- \
sort to precisely such a dismissal, the
Government of India allowed itself
to be taken by surprise once again.

India has not had the courage tolean ‘ '

hard enough on the monarchy in or-
der to make Nepal genuinely more
democratic; nor has it cultivated |
Nepal’s political parties and civil so-
ciety enough to inspire trust and con-
fidence. What is more, it has dis-
played neither a clear strategy nor a
sense of purpose in dealing with its
Himalayan neighbour.

It would be a mistake on the part
of King Gyanendra to assume that he
can control Nepal, single-handed,
and ensure lasting peace. The fact
that there is no meeting ground be- |
tween the Maoists and the king only
points to a political vacuum that can
only spell more uncertainty and chaos
in the days ahead. Perhaps the only
spark of hope is that the king — by
dismissing the Deuba government —
has given up the pretense of running a
government by proxy. This may bring
some much-needed clarity to what-
ever negotiations are to be con-
ducted. But the king has to face up to
the fact that public unrest in Nepal
will not subside unless there is a new
constitution and genuine democracy.
But this is something the king is un-
likely to accede to. India, however,
should actively support all efforts to
achieve such an outcome. A function-
ing democracy offers the only way out !
of Nepal’s current problems. }




TIC STEPS,,
ofarchs are 1ot the best defenders of
emocracies. By dismissing the govern-
ent and assuming all powers for three
year's, Nepal’'s King Gyanendra has not only dealt
a deadly blow to the country’s fledgling democra-
but also put the monarchy itself under a cloud.
is drastic steps, which include placing the coun-
try’s senior politicians under house arrest and the
media under the army’s control, will raise uncom-
fortable questions about his commitment to con-
stitutional monarchy. The sweeping powers that
he has given himself are more likely to make him
an absolute monarch. The consequences of this
attempt to undo the country’s political history can
only be disastrous for the country. This amounts
to undoing two decades of pro-democracy move-
ments that culminated in 1990 with the end of
Nepal’s absolute monarchy and the introduction
of the multi-party parliamentary democracy.
Also, the king’s action will revive suspicions
about the monarchy that surrounded his ascen-
sion to the throne in the wake of the palace mas-
sacre in June, 2001, that wiped out the family of
his predecessor, King Birendra. With the Maoist
revolt getting increasingly intractable, the col-
lapse of democracy could not have come at a
worse time for the Himalayan kingdom.

It is true that democracy was not functioning
smoothly in Nepal. The political parties failed to
give the country even a semblance of stability.
Governments rose and fell without completing
their terms and, more important, without doing
anything meaningful to stem the rot. Even the
government of Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba, which
the king had installed after dissolving the elected
parliament, failed in its two primary tasks —to re-
vive the peace talks with the Maoists and to work
out a political consensus for the next elections.
But the failure of the peace process was mainly
because of the rebels’ refusal to return to the ne-
gotiating table, and the parties refused to cooper-
ate with an unelected government whose legiti-
macy they questioned. But all these failures of
governments and the parties cannot justify the
king’s action. For while it suppresses all free-
doms, the royal intervention may actually help
the rebels who have thrived on the weakening of
democratic politics. King Gyanendra’s indiscre-
tion will also upset countries, particularly India,
which aided Nepal’s battle against the Maoists. /” )
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Nepal's uncertainty casts
long shadow along horder

W & 1A
Amitabha Banerjee
Pashupatinagar, February 1

WITH EMERGENCY declared
in Nepal, a shadow of uncer-
tainty has descended on the
India-Nepal border areas, too.

In Pashupatinagar, a mar-
ket on the Nepalese side of the
India-Nepal border, 30 km
from Darjeeling, the day con-
tinued as normal. But fear of
the unknown was the general
feeling. There have also been
unconfirmed reports of the
borders being sealed soon.

A Royal Nepal Army offi-

ngr what line of action should
e adopted. Everyone in
ashupatinagar decided to re-

main tight-lipped on Tuesday,

gripped by constant fear.

A businessman in Pashupa-
tinagar said, “We’re depende-
nt on Indian tourists and, if
the border is closed, we’ll star-
ve. The Maoists have done
enough damage to our busin-
ess and now, with emergency,
we don’t know what to do”.

Many Nepalese television
channels, too, were blocked.
Phurba Sherpa, a resident on
the Indian side, said, “We're
very worried. We have some of
our relatives on the Nepalese
side. We haven’t heard any-
thing from them yet.

“As Nepalese channels are
blocked and even telephone
lines in Nepal are down, all
communication with them
has been cut”. Most Indians
with relatives in Nepal are re-
lying on the Indian news me-
dia for news updates.

Even the Maoists have de-
cided to use this political in-
stability to their full advan-
tage. They are even supposed
to have declared a three-day
strike from February 3.
Sources in Pashupatinagar
said the Maoists, in a display
of power, held a well-attended
meeting at Baghbirey, a small
settlement below Pashupati-
nagar, on Tuesday.

Hemraj Karki, school-teac-
her of Bhanubhakta Primary
school in Pashupatinagar
said, “We're just praying that
normality returns”. Mean-
while, security forces and in-
telligence departments are ke-
eping a close watch on the ex-
tremely volatile situation.

With the SSB manning the
India-Nepal border, security
has been further tightened.

“Though everything was
normal today and vehicles
plied across the border as usu-
al, we’reon alert and are keep-
ingaclose watch”, Darjeeling

| g 2 FF2 2005
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)’fess Tru§t of India .,

KATHMANDU, Feb. L.
— Nepal’s King Gyan-
endra today sacked Prime
Minister Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s coalition govern-
.ment, assumed all execu-
tive powers for the next
three years and declared a
state of emergency.

The Himalayan kingdom
has been cut off from the
rest of the world as tele-
phone and Internet lines
have been snapped, flights

. diverted and civil liberties
severely curtailed.

Armoured vehicles with
mounted machine-guns
patrolled the capital amid-
st reports that several poli-
ticians were put under ho-
use arrest. Kathmandu air-
port was closed down and
all telephone lines, includ-
ing mobile phone services,
were disconnected soon
after the royal announ-
cement. The 59-year-old
Prime Minister, who was
nominated by the King as
Prime Minister in June
last year, termed the
action as “anti-democrat-
ic” which will throw the
country into a “grave cri-

sis” and said “we will
oppose this'step”. _
Charging the Deuba

government with failing to
hold talks with Maoists
and conducting parliamen-
tary polls by April, the
King, in a televised address
to the nation, said: “I here-
by dismiss the Deuba gov-
ernment and assume all
executive powers, in line
with the constitution. The
government hasn’t done
anything with seriousness
to start the election
process,” he said announc-
ing Mr Deuba’s second
dismissal in three years.

The 55-year-old monar-.

ch, who assumed the thro-

)ﬁ in 2001 following the
gunning down of his broth-
er King Birendra, declared
that a new government wo-
uld be formed under his le-
adership that “will restore
peace and effective democ-
racy in this country within
the next three years”.

YiQ- -

Soldiers patrol a street near the Narayanhiti Palace in Kathmandu on Tuesday. — PTI

Later, the state-run tele-
vision reported that a state
of emergency has been dec-
lared and all fundamental
rights suspended. King Gy-
anendra, who is also the
supreme commander of
the 78,000-strong Nepa-

lese army, said the army.

will be given more power to
maintain law and order.

Accusing the King of in-
dulging in “a flagrant vio-
lation of the constitution,”
Mr Deuba said many lead-
ers, including himself and
NCP-UMLs Mr Madhav
Kumar, have been put
under house-arrest.

¢

sacks goyt

Flights suspended

NEW DELHI, Feb. 1. — All flights in and out of Kathmandu were
suspended and the airspace closed today. “The authorities in Ne-
pal have stopped permitting flights into Kathmandu. We are conc-
erned about the safety and security of Indian passengers and we
will resume the flights as soon as we are permitted,” civil- aviation
minister Mr Praful Patel said here. Five flights from India to Kath-
mandu were cancelled. They were two flights of Indian Airlines —
one from Delhi and another from Varanasi — and one flight each
of Jet Ainways, Sahara and Royal Nepal Airlines. An Air Sahara
flight took off from Delhi in the morning but returned after
hovering over Kathmandu as it was not permitted to land. — PTI

Britain today called for
immediate restitution of

multi-party democracy in

Nepal and said it was revie-
wing its travel advice there

in the light of the develop-

THE ST ATFSMau

ments. Foreign office mi-
nister Mr Douglas Alexan-
der summoned the Nepale-
se ambassador in London
to convey the British gov-
ernment’s grave concern.
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June 1: King Birendra and
his family are assassinated
by his son, Crown Prince Dipendra. The prince goes
into coma from apparently self-inflicted gunshot
wounds.

+ June 2: Dipendra
declared King while
still in coma.

named Regent.
June 4: Dipendra
dies, Gyanendra
declared King.
% July: Maoist rebels
step up violence,
T Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala resigns. Deuba named new Prime

i lifted.

Birendras brother, = elections on schedule. .
Prince Gyanendra,. i Oct. 11: Gyanendra names
¢ | okendra Bahadur Chand

i 2003

i Oct 4: Gyanendra fires
i Deuba calling him

i “incompetent” and incapablej
i of holding pariamentary

cuts off nation

TROURLED TIMES

¢ August 28: Emergency

i new Prime Minister.

i January 29: Rebels declare ceasefire, begin talks
i with government.

{ May 30: Lokendra Bahadur Chand resigns.

i June 4: Gyanendra appoints monarchist Surya

i Bahadur Thapa as the new Prime Minister.

Minister, announces truce with Maoist rebels. i August 17: Peace talks resume with rebels for the

August 30: Government,

rebels begin talks. Rebels
demand new constitution.
Nov 26: Gyanendra declares .
emergency.

2002

May 22: Gyanendra dissoives
parliament, orders fresh
elections. Deuba expelled by

5

his party, the Nepali Congress. but remains interim

Prime Minister.

India takes .

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Feb. 1. —
India today criticised the
dissolution of Nepal's par-
Jiament and declaration of
emergency as 4 USerious
setback™ to democracy.

An MEA statement said
the developments bring
the monarchy and the ma-
instream political parties in
“direct confrontation”™ with
each other. “This can only
benefit the forces that not
only wish to undermine
democracy but the institu-
tion of monarchy as well.”
+ Foreign minister Mr Nat-

T

2004

2005

i emergency.

Border alert

DARJEELING, Feb. 1.— An
alert has been sounded along
the India-Nepal border in Darj-
eeling district. “The border has
not been sealed and moveme-
nt of people is normal,” said
Mrs CS Lepcha, Additional
SP, Darjeeling. — SNS

war Singh briefed the Prime
Minister on the crisis.

The MEA also expressed
its concern at the suspen-
sion of fundamental rights
and imprisonment of politi-
cal leaders.

In Guwahati, Union
home minister Mr Shivraj

first time since May.
August 27: Maoist rebels call off seven-month
| ceasefire and withdraw trom peace talks.

¢

May 7: Surya Bahadur Thapa resigns. =
June 2: Gyanendra reappoints Deuba as PM.
August; Maoists impose Kathmandu blockade.
Nov 27: Maoists reject talks offer.

i Feb 1: Gyanendra dismisses Deuba and declares

a grim view

Patil said India was concer-
ned about the developme-
nts in Nepal. “Our policy
has been not to interfere in
doméstic affairs of neighb-
ours. Having said that, 1
would like to say that India
has always valued the de-
mocratic system. We need
not comment but we hope
that our neighbour will be
able to tackle the situation
as best as possible,” he said.
Regarding the possible
effect of a Maoist upsurge
in Nepal on the bordéring
states of the country, Mr
Patil said a multi-pronged
strategy was in place to
tackle the situation. .
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‘Nepal shuts down
'Dalai Lama office

Kin
Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, January 28

M é}g\ V)

RISKING OPPOSITION
from major aid donors,
Nepal has closed down
the office of the repre-
sentative of the Dalai
Lama and the Tibetan
Refugee Welfare Centre
here in pursuant of its
“one China” policy.

The two offices were
set up in 1959 after the
Dalai Lama escaped to In-
dia following Tibet’s
takeover by China. Nepal-
based Tibetan leaders
have approached India,
the US, the European
Union and the United Na-
tions High Commission
for Refugees for their in-
tervention. Two years
ago, pressure from the US
and western nations had
forced Nepal to reconsid-
er its decision to deport
Tibetan refugees to Tibet.
It is believed that China,
whom Kathmandu de-
scribes as “model friend,”
is opposed to.third party
mediation in Nepal's Ma-
oist crisis basically to
keep neighbouring Tibet
away from the glare of the
international community.

Nepalese minister of
state for external affairs

,Qs\(

om for one-China policy

Prakash Sharan Mahat
on Friday said, “We shut
down the two offices be-
cause they were being
run without permission.
Though we give Tibetans
freedom to carry out
their cultural and reli-
gious activities, we do not
allow them to indulge in
political activities on our
soil.” He, however, de-
clined to comment on
whether the two offices
were involved in any kind
of political activities.

On January 24, the
Dalai Lama’s Representa-
tive in Nepal, Wangchuck
Tshering, received a no-
tice from the Nepal gov-
ernment ordering clo-
sure of the two offices.
On January 21, the chief
district officer of Kath-
mandu had summoned
him for questioning.

Tshering said, “This is
the first time Kathmandu
has served us with such a
notice. It will definitely
put our people in great
difficulty. Every year, mo-
re than 2,000 Tibetans es-
cape to Nepal from Chi-
nese repression who are
routed to India with the
help of the UNHRC.”
There are about 20,000 Ti-
betan refugees int Nepal.

THE HDUSTAN TIME'S




| KATHMANDU, JAN. 28, Nepal's

| Maoist rebels released 325 stu-

| dents and 25 teachers abducted

. from Sankhuwasabha district

, on Wednesday but seized over

© 700 youths from the same dis-
trict, police said today.

“The Maoist rebels on Friday
freed all the 325 students aged
between 12 and 16 and 25
teachers after keeping them in
captivity for 48 hours in Sank-
huwasabha district on Wednes-
day,” police said.

The rebels had abducted
their victims for indoctrination
sessions, a local rebel official
said on Thursday.

However, they abducted 700
more youths, aged between 18
and 22, from Matchepokhari
and Dhoopgaon villages from

2 9 JAN 2005

" Maoists free 325
students but abduct
w0 7100 youths vl

the district on the same day, po-
lice said. Sankhuwasabvha is
390 km northeast of Kathman-
du.

The Maoists have been using
the local youths to dig bunkers
to fight against the security
forces as well as to train them in
laying underground mines, a lo-
cal village chief, Bhim Bahadur
Gurung, said.

“The youths were abducted
to train them to carry the dead
or wounded rebels in course of
fighting with the army,” the lo-
cal police said, quoting the for-
mer  village  development
council chief, Shashiraj Upad-
hyay. Nepal's human rights
groups in a press statement
have appealed to the rebels to
stop the abductions. — AFP

THE HNDU



- Nepal situation grave,

. says Bhutan King*,

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JAN. 28. The situation
in Nepal is deteriorating day-
by-day, with the Maoists hold-
ing sway over 69 districts in the
country, the King of Bhutan,
Jigme Singye  Wangchuck,
warned today. He said the
Maoists had almost total con-
trol over Nepal and this would
have negative implications for
both Bhutan and India.

Talking to a select group of
correspondents, the King, how-
ever, was hopeful that “some-
thing good, something positive”
would come out of the current
situation in Nepal. Asked if mil-
itary operations of the kind con-
ducted by Bhutan against
Indian insurgents were a way
out in Nepal, he responded, “I
am in no position to make com-
ments about what others
should do.”

The King took a dim view of
India’s plans to link rivers. “I've
read about it, but  haven’t seen
the plan,” he said, adding that
the proposal would not be feasi-
ble in practice. Millions of peo-
ple, the King pointed out, would
be affected — they would lose
their land and property.

According to the monarch, a
huge environment lobby —
both within and outside India
— would oppose this project. It
would take decades and billions
of dollars, the King maintained,
stressing that implementation
of the project was very unlikely.

SAARC summit

In response to a question, the
ruler of Bhutan maintained that

2 9 JAN 2005

the issue of China bemg associ-
ated with the South Asian Asso-

ciation for Regional
Cooperation would not be dis-
cussed at the coming SAARC
summit in Dhaka. SAARC mem-
bers had not taken any decision
on associating China with the
grouping.

Asked about efforts being
made to resolve differences
over portions of the Bhutan-
China border, he said the two
issues persisted. Some differ-
ences of opinion continued be-
tween the two countries on
portions of their 450-km border,
still to be demarcated.

The King was, however, con-
fident that these differences
would be resolved through on-
going discussions between Bhu-
tan and China. The border was
well defined by the Himalayas
and their peaks. He said that
last year the Chinese Govern-
ment laid some roads in por-
tions of the territory on which

there were differences of opin-
ion. The Md the area of

TRE HNDU
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difference was quite small, but
chose not to give any details.
India providing assistance to
its  tsunami-hit neighbours
would bring it a lot of goodwill.
“It will do a lot of good at the
SAARC summit.” India’s deci-
sion not to accept relief assist-
ance was a reflection of its

strength.
Military operations

About the military operations
launched against Indian insur-
gents in December 2003, the
monarch said it was the last op-
tion and taken after many
rounds of discussions and even
involved a personal visit by him
to the training camps of the
militants.

The King said he was happy
to report that there were no mil-
itant camps in Bhutan any long-
er. “We are trying to ensure that
our borders remain secure.” In-
dia and Bhutan, he said, had
agreed that their territories
should not be used to harm
each other’s interests.

On the state of some 100,000
“Bhutanese” refugees who have
been living in Nepal for well
over a decade, the King said
these people were not Bhuta-
nese “citizens” and could have
been living in India or Nepal
previously.

The King said a verification
team that had gone to one of the
camps in December 2003 had
been attacked, but offered that
if the (Maoist) “situation” im-
proved in Jhapa, then another
verification team could be sent.
Jhapa, he claimed, was a Maoist
stronghold.
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OURSPECIAL (\
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 25: Bhutan
Crown Prince Chhoetse Pen-
lop Jigme Khesar Nangyal
Wangchuk is attending a
12-month intensive course on
security concepts at the Na-
tional Defence College here.

It is aimed at helping him
prepare to take over the re-
sponsibility of the land-locked
Himalayan kingdom when the
time comes for him to step into
his father’s shoes.

Brigadier Prakash Menon,
the course in-charge, refused
to speak about the star student

The prince in Delhi on
Tuesday. (Reuters)

who joined on January 10,
quoting security reasons. “We
want to keep this extremely
low key for security reasons.”

Over the last two years, the
prince has been taking a
keen interest in every aspect
of Bhutan’s administration.
He has been travelling with
King Jigme Singye Wangchuk
to farflung villages and
watching his father’s interac-

2 6 JAN 2003

“Bhutan prince
. nDelh
"vTor lessons

N/

tion with his subjedys.

The crown pringce is the
first member of
tanese royalty to attend a
course in the defence college.

Bhutan has not fought a
war for over 130 years but was
forced to take action against
Northeast militants in Decem-
ber 2003. Operation Pushback,
against Ulfa and other insur-
gent groups, led to increased
security concerns for the
crown prince.

The National Defence Col-
lege is one of India’s premier
institutions and is modelled
on London’s Royal College of
Defence Studies. It seeks to
comprehend and interpret the
dynamics of India’s security
strategy in a changing world.

The section on interna-
tional security focuses on geo-
political and geo-strategic con-
cepts, the global security envi-
ronment and its relevance to
India as well as international
relations and India’s foreign
policy. There is an attempt to
understand the role of power-
ful nations like the US, China,
Russia, France, the UK as well
as the European Union and
Japan in international poli-

~~

tics. Nuclear issues, the role of
the Indian defence forces in
the 21st century and India’s de-
fence and internal security all
form part of the course.

By the end of the course,
the crown prince will have an
overall understanding of
India’s security interests. For
the future monarch, this
would be extremely useful.

Bhutan is one of India’s
closest allies and bilateral ties
have always been excellent.
Bhutan is about the only
neighbouring country where
allegations of Indian high-
handedness are not heard.
This is perhaps because Delhi
has over the years taken care
not to tread on Bhutanese sen-
sitivities.

The King of Bhutan is the
chief guest at tomorrow’s Re-
public Day celebrations. /1
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Siliguri sounds alert as Maoists
gun down 18 RNA men on border

Keshav Pradhan and Pramod Giri
Kathmandu & Siliguri, January 20

AT LEAST 18 Nepalese security person-
nel were killed in a Maoist offensive in
Ilam district bordering Darjeeling on
Wednesday. The rebels were reported to
have lost six men. The incident has
prompted a security beef- -up in North
Bengal and Sikkim.

This is one in a series of major Maoist
attacks in eastern Nepal in recent times
that may deepen India’s worries. Darjeel-
ing and Sikkim across the border share a
common ethnicity and language with
Nepal. Fearing a spilling of Maoist vio-
lence in their territories, the two states
have tightened security along their bor-
ders with Nepal.

According to intelligence sources in
Siliguri, border security had been inten-
sified and steps taken to ensure that no
Maoist sneaked into West Bengal.

West Bengal Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharijee, presently in Silig-
uri attending the CPI(M)’s Darjeeling dis-
trict conference, took stock of the situa-
tion in a meeting with high-level police
and intelligence officials.

A Royal Nepalese Army official on
Thursday said, “We lost 10 soldiers and
three police personnel in action. Sixteen
others have gone out of contact. Rein-
forcements have been sent to launch a
combing operation in the area.” However,
Radio Nepal said altogether 18 security
personnel died in fighting that broke out
when a 49-member United Command
Force went to clear roadblocks put up on
the Tlam-Phidim Highway.

The Maoists’ seventh brigade said it
lost six men in the gun battle that took
place near Puwakhola, 12 km north of
Tlam town. It claimed to have captured 20
security personnel. There were reports of

File photo of underground Maoist leaders
at arally in eastern Nepal.

the rebels taking away a number of IN-
SAS rifles, SLRs and LMGs and ammuni-
tion from the soldiers.

The incident took place a day after the
rebels warned of serious consequences if
the government held elections without
creating a suitable atmosphere for peace
talks. They ignored the government’s
January 13 deadline for dialogue, saying
it was not serious about dealing with
their basic demands like formation of a
constituent assembly.

B Kéal door
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Naxals gain foothold
in at least 16 districts

Aloke Banerjee
Kolkata, January 20:

EVEN AS the CPI(M) con-
tinues to deny the grow-
ing influence of the Nax-
alites in West Bengal, the
Delhi-based Institute of
Conflict Management
(ICM), headed by former
Punjab police chief K.P.S.
Gill, has in its latest re-
port observed that the
CPI (Maoist) has already
spread to 16 of the 18 dis-
tricts in the state.

In his report, Ajai Sah-
ni, executive director of
ICM, has also observed
that between November
2003 and September 2004,
the Maoist influence has
spread from only 55 dis-
tricts in the country to as
many as 156 districts in 13
states.

After the recently held
central committee meet-
ing of the CPIKM)
Kolkata, politburo mem-
ber Prakash Karat had
said that West Bengal was
in the main free from
Naxalite influence and
that the Maoist activities
were confined only to the
jungle areas of the state.

“There is little sense of
urgency in even the high-
ly affected states and vir-
tually no sense of a crisis
in the states that are
presently marginally af-
fected or targeted by the
Naxalites,” Sahni said in

his report. “West Bengal
had been largely free of
Naxalite activities after
1973 till the end-1990s. But
intelligence sources indi-
cate that the Maoists are
now poised to unleash a
wave of terror in the
state,” he observed.

The report, which has
appeared in the latest is-
sue of South Asian Intelli-
gence Review, has identi-
fied Andhra Pradesh, Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Chattis-
garh and Orissa as the
core states where 99 dis-
tricts are under Maoist
influence. Apart from
these states, Maoists are
also active in six districts
of Uttar Pradesh border-
ing Bihar, five districts of
Uttaranchal, 16 districts
of West Bengal, five dis-
tricts of Madhya
Pradesh, six districts of
Maharashtra, 12 districts
of Karnataka, four dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu and
three districts of Kerala.

“Beyond these districts
is a much wider network
of covert mobilization.
Indeed, districts are
added virtually by the
week - as the pace of ex-
pansion over the past
year demonstrates,” the
report observes.

Intelligence agencies

- are pinning their hopes on

exploiting internal dissen-
sion to check CPI(Maoist),
says the report.
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Gurkha Regiment soldiers were in Nepal on home leave

Mamsts abduct

. 14 jawans,

STATESNAN NEWS SERVICE

KATHMANDU, Jan. 15. — A
group of Gurkha soldiers of the
Indian Army were abducted by
Maoist insurgents in far west-
ern Nepal when they were
going home on leave yesterday.

According to initial reports,
the jawans, posted in J&K,
were heading for their home
districts in southern Nepal
when the Communist guerril-
las abducted them from Chuha
village in remote Kailali dis-
trict, mistaking them to be
members of the Royal Nepa-
lese Army. Although 15 jawans
were said to have been abduct-
ed by the rebels, one was
released when his captors were
apparently “convinced” that he
was not on the pay roll of the
Nepalese army.

The local media, however,
quoting unnamed Maoist
sources, said the insurgents
had decided to release the 14
jawans but no official confir-
mation was available.

The news of the abductions
took Indian Army personnel
in Kathmandu by surprise as
the men werc on leave and
had not yet reported back to

Army’s stand

NEW DELHI,
Jan. 15. — The
Indian Army is
yet to make an
g official  com-
ment on the abduction of the
Gurkha soldiers. A senior
officer, however, said the gov-
ernment has asked the
defence attache in its Kath-
mandu embassy to find out
more about the possible whe-
reabouts of the missing sol-
diers. The Army believes that
12 jawans are missing. “We
have asked the Nepalese and
let’s see what they can do,”
the officer said.

Given that there are thou-
sands of Gurkha soldiers in
the Army, it is still confirm-
ing the identity of these sol-
diers. — SNS

their units.

Defence officials  at  the
Indian Embassy in Kathman-
du declined to comment, say-
ing they were vet to receive
confirmation nbout the report-
ed abductions,
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The news of the abductions
comes on the heels of the out-
laws torching three Indian
vehicles in western Nepal yes-
terday. The Maoists had called
a strike in Nawalparasi district
near the Indian border. Two
jeeps and a van with Indian
number plates that were head-
ing towards Kathmandu from
Sunauli on the border were
stopped and torched for “defy-
ing” the shutdown. No one was,
however, injured.

\\

This is the second incident in
which Maoists have abducted
soldiers belonging to a non-

Nepalese army. Last year, they
had abducted a British officer
and two Nepalese employved in
the British army who had gone
to the outer districts to super-
vise recruitment. All three
werc later released unharmed.

The Indian Army, which
runs pension camps for its for-
mer Gurkha soldiers in Nepal,
has warned them of possible
trouble from the insurgents
who are known to be demand-
ing money from former Indian
and British Gurkhas. Former
soldicrs travel to and from the
pension camps in groups to
avoid being robbed.
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,_ Nepal erupts”

Rs 40 Rs 160,

Stadert umions brought
auffi 10 a staadstill for half
an héur in the capital in the

burat tyres and
mm OR security-
men who tmied to clear the
roads. Scveral student lead-
ors were arrested, adding to
the ire of the mmions who
say their protests will con-
tinuc unless the prices are
rolled back or the govern-
met resigns.

The agitation was start-
ed by the student wing of
the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified  Marxist
Leninist, a that is part of
the coalition government
and the party to which the
minister for industry, Mr
Ishwar Pokhrel, belongs.

KATHMANDU, Jan. 11
—wahmmspmldovcr

battlefields today as stm-
dent organisations fought
with security forces %o
protest against an increase
in fuel prices, the third in
i five months during the
| tenure of the Sher Bahadur
; Deuba government.
{ On the day the country
! celebrates Nationa! Unity
( Day, commemoratmg the
birth anniversary of King
Prithvi Narayan Shah, an
ancestor of the present
King Gyanendra who over
200 years ago brought

nearly 50 principalities
under one rule, demon-
strations erupted against
the government and fis-
sures appeared within the
ruling coalition itself as
the government raised the
price of petro products by

Both the UML and Rash-
triva Prajatantra Party,
another coalition partner,
distanced themselves from
the price hike, saying they
had not agreed 10 it when
the Cabinet took the deci-
sion yesterday.

THE STATESMAN
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Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, January 3 L\ \
NEPAL'S MAOISTS on Mon-
day replied the palace-installed
government’s January 13 dead-
line for peace talks with a
much tougher ultimatum hav--
ing an identical time frame.
Setting January 13 as the
deadline for the fuifillment of its
demands, the Maoist-run All-
Nepal Trade Union Mahasangh
declared, “ We will launch an ex-
tensive struggle for the pr-
otection of workers and nation-
al entrepreneurs from the
month of Magh (which begins
on January 14).” It asked all “pa-
triotic Nepalese” to take up ar-
ms against foreign capitalists.
Earlier, the mahasangh had
closed down 47 multinational
companies, including Indo-
Nepal joint ventures, from Au-
gust 17 to September 15, de-
manding a better deal for
workers and release of their
leaders. This time, its focus is
on the government’s alleged
move to impose “ fascist mili-
tary rule with the support of

imperialist and expansionist
forces, “ location of four ar-
rested key leaders, exploita-
tion by foreign capitalists and
implementation of its Septem-
ber 15 agreement with the gov-
ernment and the Federation of

Maoists set deadline to

shut Nep: al industries

m%‘

Y(’ q\/
Nepalese Chambers of Com-
merce and Industries.

The ultimatum comes close
on the heels of a Maoist- spon-
sored economic blockade that
crippled life in Kathmandu and
anumber of districts bordering
India and Tibet from December
23 to 29. Besides, it coincided
with announcements by the
government and Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
Nepali Congress (Democratic)
that they would go ahead with
the election programme if the
rebels did not resume dialogue
by January 13. The Maoists
have so far ruled out negotia-
tions with the government,
questioning its legitimacy.

Interestingly, almost ail
mainstream parties, including
the Communist Party of
Nepal- Unified Marxist Lenin-
ist (a ruling coalition partner)
are against having elections
without resuming negotia-
tions with the rebels. This has
made things difficult for Deu-
ba who has been directed by
King Gyanendra to conduct
polls by April.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Y But Nepali Congress must make amends

epal’s Maoists have, at last, withdrawn an indefinite high-
way blockade since 23 December — imposed in protest
against killing and detention of their cadres by the army — in
response to appeals by human rights activists and civil society.
Earlier, in August, they had forced the closure of 47 establish-
ments, including hotels and some Indo-Nepalese joint ventures
and British enterprises, to press for release of two leaders and
information on missing cadres, rendering nearly 100,000 job-
less for about three weeks. They relented when the govern- :
v ment met their demands. But since that came about after Sher
© Bahadur Deuba’s return from an Indian visit, the impression
was that he did so at Delhi’s prodding. However, all that was
sought was security and protection for Indian establishments.
Bandhs and road blockades hardly evoke public response —
having become a feature of Nepalese life for the past seven
years — but the success of some of these owed much to the
Maoists’ strong-arm tactics. Now public opinion seems to be
growing against the unwanted interference, as is evident from
a recent mass rally’s message to Maoists who claim to have the
public interest in mind but pursue an anti-Mao policy by
persecuting poor daily wage earners and innocent villagers.
Since the Nepali Congress is solely responsible for throwing
the country into chaos through its chronic infighting, it must
make amends by setting its house in order. Admittedly there is
no love lost between party chief GP Koirala and Deuba, but
they must, for Nepal’s sake, try to reunite. After all, both fac-
tions aspire for the restoration of multi-party democracy. Deu-
ba replaced Koirala who failed to rein in the Maoists, but he
has proved no better. Perhaps parliament’s revival, as Koirala
suggests, might help. But that would depend on whether the
Supreme Court reinterprets its ruling at the time of
parliament’s dissolution in 2002,
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