" India, US sign 1
'~ defence agreem

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: India and the
United States have signed a ten-
year defence relationship agree-
ment that gives credence to the
Bush administration’s pledge to
help India become a major
world power in the 21st century.

Hugely ambitious in its size
and scope, the agreement envis-
ages a broad range of joint ac-
tivities, including collaborating
in multinational operations
“when it is in their common in-
terest,” (outside the peacekeep-
ing domain), strengthening the
capabilities of the two mili-
taries to promote security and
defeat terrorism, and enhancing
capabilities to combat the prolif-
eration of weapons of mass de-
struction.

Titled the “New Framework
for the US-India Defense Rela-
tionship,” and signed on Mon-
day by defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and defence minister
Pranab Mukherjee, the agree-
ment is vastly more expansive
than the Next Steps in Strategic
Partnership, which both sides
concluded is too limited in its
scope.

The NFDR builds on the
Agreed Minute on Defense Rela-
tions signed between the two
countries in January 1995 which
had also run its course and
needed an infusion of energy
and political will, officials said.

“Since then, changes in the
international security environ-
ment have challenged our coun-
tries in ways unforeseen ten
years ago. Today, we agree on a
new framework that builds on
past successes, seizes new op-
portunities, and charts a course
for the US-India defence rela-
tionship for thc next ten years,”
the signed document said.

Some modest results flowing
from the agreement will be ap-
parent in the next few weeks
and months, while other ambi-
tious projections, which are
more in the nature of statement
of intent, will take longer to
fructify. In the immediate con-
text, the two sides will sign an
agreement on “Research, Devel-
opment, Testing and Evalua-
tion,” that will result in closer
cooperation in defence R&D.

They will also sign a Letter of
Acceptance on naval pilot train-
ing to ready Indian pilots to use
the new aircraft carrier New

sign 10-year

Defonce minister Pranab Mukherjee inside Pentagon on Tuesday

Delhi is acquiring. Indian mili-
tary officers will be stationed in
the Pacific Command and Cen-
tral Command for coordination.

The US side has offered to ad-
vance the briefing on Patriot
PAC-III system, pointing to its
readiness to bring India up to
speed on the latest technology (it
had earlier offered the Patriot IT
system).

But it is the long list of intent

laid out in the agreement that is
staggering in its scope and lati-
tude. It talks of increasing op-
portunities for technology
transfer, collaboration, co-pro-
duction, R&D, including collabo-
ration relating to missile de-
fence, with the implicit under-
standing that tech sanctions
against India will be withdrawn.
There is a pledge to “increase ex-
changes of intelligence.”
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‘RELATIONS ENTERING A NEW ERA’

India, USA mk
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defencey act”

Press Trust o{ India

WASHINGTON, June 29, — Upgrading
their defence ties, India and the United

States have signed a ten-year agreement!

that envisages stepped up military coop-
eration in various fields, including joint
weapons production, technology transfer
and collaboration on missile defence.

Three weeks before Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh'’s visit to the USA, the
“new framework for the US-India
defence relationship” was signed by the
visiting defence minister, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee and his American counter-
part, Mr Donald Rumsfeld, after detailed
discussions yesterday.

In recognition of the growing breadth
and depth of the US-India strategic
defence relationship, the two countries
also established a Defence Procurement
and Production Group and agreed to
institute a Joint Working Group for mid-
year reviews of the functioning of the
already-existing Defence Policy Group
that guides Indo-US defence ties.

The framework statement said the
relations between India and the USA
were entering a new era and agreed that
their defence relations are an “impor-
tant pillar of their transforming bilateral
relationship”.

The framework for the next 10 years
calls for cooperation for maintaining
security and stability, defeating terror-
ism, preventing the spread of weapons of
mass destruction and protecting the free
flow of commerce via land, air and sea
lanes.

In the context of the “strategic rela-
tionship”, both the sides agreed to
expand two-way defence trade, increase
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collaboration,  co-production, and
research and development.

India and the USA also agreed to
expand collaboration relating to missile
defence.

The agreement said the two countries
“will work to conclude defence transac-
tions, not solely as ends in and of them-
selves, but as a means to strengthen our
countries’ security, reinforce our strate-
gic partnership, achieve greater interac-
tion between our armed forces, and build
greater understanding between our
defence establishments™ It envisaged
joint exercises and exchanges Dbetween
both the sides, increased cooperation in
the areas of worldwide peacekeeping
operations and expansion of interaction
with other nations in ways that promote
regional and global peacc and stability.

Acknowledging that defence ties
between the two countries have
advanced to “unprecedented levels of
cooperation unimaginable since [9857
they agreed to conduct exchanges on
defence strategy and defence transfor-
mation. They resolved to increase
Intelligence exchanges and strengthen
abilities of the two sides to respond
quickly to disaster situations and contin-
ue strategic-level discussions by the
senior leadership from the defence
ministries.

Mr Mukherjee later told reporters that
Indo-US defence cooperation should not
be viewed as being at the expense of
Russia. He said there should not be any
restriction on the transfer of technology
to India because its performance with
respect to maintaining credibility (of
safeguards) is very high.
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Missile defence pact

PRESS Trust of India k\‘) ‘\7
New Delhi, June 26

AHEAD OF Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Washington, the US has indi-
cated its interest in coopera-
tion with India in advanced
weaponry and missile defence.

This was reinforced during
talks visiting US under secre-
tary of state for political af-
fairs Nicholas Burns held
with foreign secretary Shyam
Saran and senior officials this
week.

Bilateral security,coopera-
tion is likely to be one of the
key areas for discussions de-

fence mln'ster Pranab
Mukherjee wil have with his
American counterpart, Don-
ald Rumsfeld, during his on-
going visit to the US. He is also
meeting vice president Dick
Cheney and national security
adviser Stephen Hadley.

Before leaving for Washing-
ton, Mukherjee made it clear
that he was not carrying any
shopping list of defence hard-
ware and his visit, the first by
an Indian defence minister to
the US after a long gap, was
exploratory in nature.

The US offer to supply F-16
warplanes to India is being de-
bated in the government here.

The defence'ministry is carry-
ing out technical evaluation of
the fighter aircraft but no de-
cision has been taken so far to
buy it.

While UN Security Council
reforms is one of the impor-
tant issues that will undoubt-
edly figure during the parleys
Singh will have with Presi-
dent George W. Bush, both
American and Indian officials
have contended that Indo-US
relationship should not be
viewed on the basis of any
single issue.

Burns struck a positive
chord, saying Indja met the
criteria for permahent mem-

on the cards
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bership of the Securlty Coun-
cil — being a large country
with significant population,
democratic, giving substan-
tial resources to the UN sys-
tem, adhering to non-prolifer-
ation and counter-terrorism.

He said any decision on the
issue of which country the US
will back for permanent mem-
bership has to be taken by
President Bush.

Indian officials contended
that it was a “long and com-
plicated process” with numer-
ous hurdles and that New Del-
hi was pursuing a step-by-step
approach hinging on “cau-
tious optimism”.
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‘India, Nepal Maoists

bleed Bihar town

First such joint raid leaves 2| dead —

9-99%, v b,

SANJAY Singh and HTC
Patna/New Delhi, June 24

IN A daring daylight attack on Thursday,
about 300 armed Naxalites — including
Nepalese Maoists — struck Madhuban town
in Bihar’s East Champaran district that bor-
ders Nepal. Twenty-one people — two con-
stables, a bank guard and 18 Naxalites —
were Killed in the chaos and government
crackdown that followed.

The attack began around 1.30 p.m. with
the Naxals setting the town’s police station
on fire and snatching arms and ammunition
from the cops. The rebels then turned to
branches of the State Bank of India and
Central Bank of India and robbed them of
Rs 11 lakh. They shot dead Centra]\Bank
guard Dhruv Singh and also attacked the
home of RJD MP Sitaram Singh.

Sources said that at least 100 Maoists
from Nepal were among the 300 attackers.
Union home ministry officials confirmed
that they had received reports that Nepalese
Maoists were involved in the attack. After
the incident, the ministry on Friday rushed
additional reinforcements of the Sashastra
Seema Bal — responsible for guarding the
Indo-Nepal border — to “virtually seal” the
border in Bihar.

The decision came even as the Bihar ad-
ministration asked the Centre for 10 addi-
tional companies of CRPF for an intensive
anti-Naxalite operation in Motihari and
Champaran regions of the state where Nax-
alites have a strong network. Three compa-
nies of the CRPF and fourof the Bihar Mili-
tary Police launched a major combing oper-
ation in the area on Friday.

DGP Ashish Ranjan Sinha said dozens of
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NETWORK: 4
Nepalese
Maoists

have reportedly networked with Indian
extremists such as Maoist Coordi-
nation Committee and People’s War

MiSSiON: Carve out “compact revolu-
tionary zone” stretching from Nepal to
parts of UP, Bihar, Jharkhand, Bengal,
Orissa and Andhra Pradesh

DELHS RESPONSE: India calls Nepal
rebels insurgents and has been
providing arms to the Nepal Army

SANJAY KAPGOR

countrymade weapons, around 100 rounds
of ammunition, a landmine device and 17 kg
of explosives had been recovered during the
combing operation. He also announced that
Mainuddin Mia, a top Bihar Naxalite leader,
was among those killed in an encounter.

An Intelligence Bureau team has been sent to
the state to prepare a detailed report on the in-
cident. The home ministry is concerned how
the Naxalites entered the area unnoticed.
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Siachen: solutions for the taking

The only guarantee that the glacier will remain demilitarised once India
and Pakistan withdraw is a political one. And only Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh and President Musharraf have

Siddharth Varadarajan

N DECLARING that it was time to

convert the world’s highest battle-

ground in Siachen into a “mountain of

peace,” Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has sent a clear signal that demilitar-
isation of the glacier is a political objective
he is personally committed to achieving.

But sending a signal down the line is one
thing. Getting the civil and military estab-
lishments to develop creative approaches to
a problem that has defied resolution for
more than two decades is another. Defence
Secretary-led negotiating teams will never
produce an outcome that will satisfy the
concerns of all stakeholders in Siachen. The
core challenge is to ensure the glacier re-
mains demilitarised once India and Pakistan
withdraw. This guarantee must necessarily
be political rather than military. And this
can only be achieved by the Prime Minister
directly discussing the terms of a settlement
with General Pervez Musharraf.

Whatever the soldiers deployed at a
height of more than 18,000 feet may feel, the
Army as an institution, in fact, sees no press-
ing need to disengage from the glacier. More
than 770 soldiers are believed to have lost
their lives atop the glacier since Operation
Meghdoot, the April 1984 operation that led
to India acquiring a commanding position
atop the three principal passes along the
Saltoro range. Today, however, a ceasefire is
in place along the Actual Ground Position
Line (AGPL), the Army’s 102 Infantry Bri-
gade has a much better knowledge of the
terrain, including crevasses, and the equip-
ment available to kit soldiers, though still
inadequate, is better than before. Staying on
costs the exchequer anywhere from Rs.3
crore to Rs.5 crore a day. But from the calcu-
lus of human cost, the Army feels it can
continue to sustain its Siachen presence
more or less indefinitely.

Army’s objections

Whatever the arguments put forward in
the wake of Operation Meghdoot, there is a
broad consensus amongst military men that
Siachen qua glacier has little or no strategic
value. “Siachen does not have any strategic
significance,” Lt. Gen. M.L. Chibber (retd.)
told Force magazine last December. “The
strategic significance being talked about is
all invention.” As GOC-in-C of the Northern
Army Command, he had planned and
launched the 1984 operation. But if Siachen
lacks strategic significance, this does not
mean withdrawing from the glacier is free of
collateral costs: The Army fears any puliback
from Siachen, even if part of a bilateral
agreement to redeploy forces, would be pre-
sented in Pakistan as a “victory” over an
Indian side that did not have the “stomach”
to stick it out.

There is also the problem of trust. Histori-
ans will always argue over the evidence but
the Army is convinced it moved into Siachen
to pre-empt Pakistan’s entry into the un-
demarcated Saltoro range north of NJ 9842,
the northernmost mutually agreed map co-
ordinate on the ceasefire line/Line of Con-

LOOKING FOR A WAY OUT: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Army Chief General J.J. Singh at the Siachen base

camp on June 12. - PHOTO: REUTERS/PTI

trol in Kashmir. Though the ceasefire
agreement spoke of the ceasefire line going
“North” to the glaciers from NJ 9842, Pakis-
tani maps drew a straight line in a north-
easterly direction up to the Karakoram Pass.
So long as Islamabad sticks to that claim
line, senior Indian officers say, there will
always be the danger that Pakistani forces
might eventually move up the Saltoro range
to posts vacated by India.

By insisting on “authentication” of the
location of present posts held by both sides,
the Army leadership wants to provide a grid-
by-grid answer to Pakistan’s “cartographic
aggression.” It also feels authentication will
help India build an international case for
support if ever Pakistan reneges on the
terms of a withdrawal agreement.

The way out

If the Prime Minister is to realise his
dream of demilitarising Siachen, he will
have to come up with convincing answers to
all these reservations,

First, Dr. Singh has to make it clear thathe
is not looking at Siachen as a standalone
problem. If Siachen were the only outstand-
ing issue between India and Pakistan, the
Army’s arguments would have considerable
traction. But the reality is that Siachen is
only one component of a larger problem.
Maintaining a military presence on the gla-
cier is not a core interest in the way that the
Prime Minister has said India’s borders with
Pakistan are. Short of redrawing those bor-
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ders or partitioning any territory on a reli-
gious basis, he has said, the sky is the limit.
Compromising on Siachen in order to allow
its demilitarisation will, in fact, help India
push along the peace process in the current
beneficial direction.

Secondly, on the question of authentica-
tion, the Prime Minister needs to stress that
there is more than one way of securing a
cartographic commitment from Pakistan.
The purpose of authentication is to ensure
that after a withdrawal has been effected,
Pakistan will not move back to its old posi-
tions or up Gyong La, Bilafond La and Sia La
— the three passes along the Saltoro range —
to positions currently held by India. But the
same purpose can be served by marking out
a zone of disengagement within which, after
a pre-determined date, any Pakistani or In-
dian military presence would be considered
illegitimate. This would be regardiess of
where India and Pakistan had their posts (or
claimed to have their posts) prior to the
pre-determined date, and without prejudice
to the claims either side has to the region asa
whole. Such 2 plan could be launched in
stages, around smaller zones, and verified by
joint helicopter patrols. Eventually, the en-
tire glacier would be covered.

Indeed, in 1992, Indian and Pakistani ne-
gotiators virtually drew up such a zone, a
mis-shaped rectangle with the Saltoro range
in the middle, with India agreeing to remain
well east of there and Pakistan well west.
Such a formula would produce a grid-refer-

capacity to effect it.

enced map that would be as effective as a
map authenticating the AGPL in mobilising
international support in the event of any
Pakistani transgression. Slightly less effec-
tive than a bilateral agreement would be the
suggestion unilaterally to pull out after tak-
ing the military attaches of key countries
based in New Delhi up to see for themselves
the principal posts occupied by India.

Thirdly, the issue of trust is absolutely
fundamental to the continuation of the
peace process. If Pakistan cannot be trusted
to keep an agreement on the demilitarisa-
tion of Siachen, then authenticating the
AGPL will serve no purpose other than lull-
ing the Indian Army into a false sense of
security. But trust is the only basis for any
headway to be made. Trust not so much in
any “change of heart” on Gen. Musharraf’s
part but in the rationality of Pakistan’s deci-
sion-makers.

If Islamabad reneges on any Siachen deal,
it will end up pushing bilateral relations into
a deep, deep freeze. Given the regional and
international realities of our time, Pakistan
is unlikely to believe its core interests will be
served by such an outcome. In diplomacy as
in war, countries must choose their battles
wisely. Siachen is not a winnable proposi-
tion for either side but a withdrawal will
provide benefits to both. Since he inherited
the peace process from the previous govern-
ment, Dr. Singh has led from the front. He
owes it to the people of India and Pakistan to
find a way down from Siachen.
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/Military not sole voice on Siachen

PM sets out for

peak of

BUREAUANDAGENCIES

Siachen/New Delhi, June
12: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh today de-
clared it was his political
intent to create a zone of
peace in the Siachen Glaci-
er even if talks on disen-
gaging the armies of India
and Pakistan were repeat-
edly hitting hurdiles on the
path to de-militarising the
hardship frontier.

The first Prime Minister
to visit the Siachen base ca-
mp and to make an aerial
survey of the glacier and the
Saltoro Ridge, Singh told tro-
ops that he wanted to convert
the highest battlefield in the
world into a “peace moun-
tain”.

The Prime Minister is 73
years old and has undergone a
cardiac bypass surgery. In the
rarefied air of Siachen breath-
ing can become difficult. Last
year President A.RJ. Abdul
Kalam was given a tour of the
glacier.

“Siachen is called the high-
est battlefield in the world and
living here is very difficult
...(however) now the time has
come to make efforts to con-
vert this battlefield into a
peace mountain,” the Prime
Minister said.

Singh’s visit to Siachen
comes within three weeks of
the last (ninth) round of de-
fence secretary-level talks that
ended, like past discussions,
on a promising note but with
little progress on the ground.

But the two sides assessed
the ceasefire since 2003 posi-
tively and committed to keep-
ing the guns silent and talking
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The time has come
to make efforts
to convert this

battlefield into a
peace mountain

— Manmohan Singh

more. The talks are dead-
locked on the question of de-
lineating the military posi-
tions. The Indian government,
on the insistence of the army,
wants Pakistan to authenti-
cate positions. Islamabad is
asking for a pullback.

Singh, who had made it cle-
ar early in his tenure that du-
rable peace in Siachen ranks
high on his list of priorities
with Pakistan, has used his
Prime Ministerial visit to em-
phasise that military compul-
sions would be kept in mind
but would not be the sole con-
sideration in freezing the war.

His intention, he said, was
to convert the Siachen Glacier
— which is a symbol of India-
Pakistan rivalry — into “an
example of peaceful environ-
ment”.

The Prime Minister re-
stated that there could be “no
redrawing of boundaries” —a
position he has held consis-
tently on the Kashmir
question.

“In the pursuit of peace we

/
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peace

cannot accept any changes in
the established boundaries.

We feel these boundaries are
important not only for our se-
curity but it relates to the
country’s prestige also. For
this prestige, Indian soldiers
are happily bearing difficul-
ties here. Our efforts should be
that such an environment of
peace is created wherein no-
body feels any threats and
there is no scope for conflicts
and this place becomes an ex-
ample of peace,” the Prime
Minister said.

New Delhi is engaged with
Islamabad to achieve durable
peace in Siachen.

An international bound-
ary does not exist in the gla-
cier but the battleline is the ac-
tual ground position line that
runs along the forbidding Sa-
ltoro Ridge for a hundred-plus
kilometres. This week a senior
army officer, who was in the
Indian defence secretary’s del-
egation to Islamabad, said
even if map-making in Sia-
chen was dispensed with in
the rhetoric, the Indian army
would like the positions of the
troops marked on a recognised
document; such as a map
and/or satellite imagery.

The Prime Minister was
briefed by senior army offi-
cers on the current situation
and was taken on an aerial
survey. He told troops that the
government would extend
more facilities to them in the
inhospitable sector.

“I wanted to see for myself
as to what your living condi-
tions and arrangements are
and what are your problems
and what the government can
do to address those,” he said.
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Buying arms: a fool-proof guide

HE Vijay Kelkar Co-
mmittee, set up to
“modernise the gover-
nment’s defence pro-
curement policy” has reportedly
tendered the first part of its re-
port to the defence minister. If
made public, it would engender
a productive debate.
From the mid-’80s, this writer
has worked in the defence min-
istry for a considerable period

and also served as secretary, de- .

fence production and supplies, at
a time when the defence budget
was subjected to severe cuts and
defence production units faced
closure because there were no
funds to place orders! However,
since the early '90s, there has
been a progressive increase in the
defence budget and the challenge
is how best to manage spending.
Efforts towards diversifica-
tion and greater private sector
participation did not succeed inr
the past on account of systemic
hurdles. First, irrespective of the
source of procurement, no ch-

ange is possible unless there is’

certainty about the defence bud-
get in the ensuing 10-15 years,
considering the time involved in
developing/productionising new
equipment. Second, once there is
assurance of allocations within a
15-year perspective, the defence
services — based on validated
| threat assessments — must
evolve a fully integrated procure-
ment plan which cannot be sub-
jected to any subsequent modifi-
cation by successive chiefs of staff
or defence ministry echelons.
Third, there must be a clear defi-
nition of the specifications/quali-
tative requirements of every
1 weapon system, platform, equip-
ment, etc., required.

Four, once there is full clarity
about the specifications and time
frame within which a given item
must be supplied, there must be a
techno-economic task force to
decide whether it may be pur-
chased from within the country;
imported from a reliable supplier
abroad with or without transfer
of technology, & co-production
arrangement, etc; developed by
DRDO and productionised by a
defence or private sector unit to
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progressive increase
in the defence budget.

How do we use it?
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whom technology and detailed
drawings will be transferred; de-
veloped by DRDO in collabora-
tion with a foreign party and pro-
ductionised, with or without
collaboration with the latter, in a
defence or private sector unit; or
any other arrangement which is
technically and financially viable
and assures delivery to the con-
cerned service within the com-
mitted time frame.

Briefly, decisions regarding
“make or buy” would require to
be arrived at by the aforesaid task
force after most careful delibera-
tion of all aspects. It isrelevant to
reiterate that such decisions can-
not be taken by processing pro-
posals on files to be examined by
defence and finance officials, in-

with regard to export of defence
equipment and materials must be
reviewed and pragmatically ratio-
nalised, keeping in view the
changing world situation, The so-
called “negative list” of items/
countries would need to be pr-
uned, remembering that the in-
digenous development/produc-
tion of any major weapon system
would become far more econom-
ically viable if it is permissible to
also export it.

Alongside the reforms to be
suggested by the Kelkar Com-
mittee it would be useful to re-
view the capacities of the 40 ord-
nance factories and 8 defence
PSUs and objectively decide to
wind up at least those factories
whose products can be safely

No private sector partner will agree to make
Investments In establishing capacities
unless there is assurance of an

uninterrupted flow of orders -

variably leading to long delays,
notwithstanding the cost escala-
tion and denial of supplies that
may have grave operational con-
sequences. Fifth, the procure-
ment agency must not be headed
or manned by functionaries who
are tenure-bound. This vital
wing of the defence ministry
would require to evolve negoti-
ating skills and build up exper-
tise which must not be fractured
by shifting officers every now
and again, as in the past.

Sixth, it would be necessary to
have a foreign economic rela-
tions wing, that would enable se-
curing the fullest possible advan-
tage of the set-off approach
before concluding any import
agreement. Seventh, the policy
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procured from the private sector,
like garments, boots, transport,
vehicles, and so on. Further, it
may be useful to merge certain
factories and upgrade their via-
bility. All the factories and de-
fence PSUs which require to be
retained must be modernised on
a time-bound basis and their
staffing patterns critically re-
viewed to reduce production
costs. If the defence ministry suc-
ceeds in establishing statutorily
mandated 5-10-15 year defence
plans, it would be necessary for
each production unit to have a
validated annual production
plan and a mandate to reduce
the unit cost of every item pro-
duced. Both the factories and de-
fence PSUs can benefit greatly if

they ate made active partners in

.promoting exports.

If the intended reform s to be
achieved, another closely-related
area that must be simultaneously
reviewed is the Directorate Gen-
eral of Quality Assurance
(DGQA). If the private sector is
expected to play a larger role
many valuable entrepreneurs
may not be able to survive the
rigours of DGQA, whose philos-
ophy would need to be har-
monised with the self certifica-
tion systems which are reliably
enforced by all the better known
private sector entrepreneurs. Re-
ducing the existing role and size
of the DGQA would also engen-
der significant budgetary savings.

Yet another factor; a virulent
systemic hurdle, is the antedilu-
vian prescription that any pur-
chase decision must be based on
bids/quotations procured from at
least three possible vendors. In
my past experience I have seen
some rare oppeortunities being
lost because we could not find

- even a second bidder!

In earlier years, the defence
ministry received excellent sup-
port from leading private sector
entrepreneurs, particularly L&T,
in times of duress. These linkages
were not sustained and built upon
because of budgetary constraints.
In this context I would reiterate
that no worthwhile private sector
partner'would be willing to make
large investments in establishing
capacities unless there is adequate
assurance that there would be an
uninterrupted flow of orders for
supplies at a given minimum scale.
And this will not happen, unless
there is near certainty about allo-
cations fot defence within a 5-10- -
15 year cycle and, further, there is
corresponding clarity and cer-
tainty about the items needed
within the aforesaid cycle. .

Finally, the envisaged re-
forms would materialise if corre-
sponding change is brought
about in the organisation and
work culture of existing echelons
involved in the process.

The writerwas secretary,
defence production; defence
secretary and home secretary
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‘Big shopper

Delhi fuels

s

G0 L\O

arms race

SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, June 9: India’s
dramatic hike in defence allo-
cations has made South Asia
the region where military exp-
enditure increased most in
2004, according to data compil-
ed by a respected watchdog of
arms transfers and conflicts.

New Delhi today signalled
it was buying more. Defence
minister Pranab Mukherjee
released a manual that revises
the policy to procure big-ticket
items and said he was going to
ask for supplementary grants
to cover defence expenditure.

The cornerstone of the
new policy — drafted in the
wake of allegations of corrup-
tion in defence deals — is that
it will require defence contrac-
tors entering into negotiations
with India to sign an “integri-
ty pact”, an oath that they will
not employ unfair trade
practices.

“South Asia, where India
strongly increased its defence
budget, was the region where
military expenditure increa-
sed most in 2004,” the Stock-
holm International Peace Re-

search Institute (Sipri) w .

said in its just released year-
book for2005.

Finance minister P. Chi-
dambaram granted a hike of
more than Rs 11,000 crore, tak-
ing defence allocations in 2004-
2005 to Rs 77,000 crore. For the
current year, the allocation is
Rs 6,000 crore more. In the first
quarter of the year itself, the
defence minister said, he was
toying with the idea of asking
for a supplementary grant.

The huge military expen-
diture through last year and
this year is accompanied at
the same time with talks for
peace with Pakistan and Chi-
na, from whom India has
threat perceptions. The confi-

2004 and the US alone account-

dence that such peace talks
should inspire is not reflected
in the military expenditure
that New Delhi is incurring.

Sipri is pointing out that
India’s military expenditure
was contributing to an arms
race in South Asia.

Major conventional wea-
pons under delivery to Pak-
istan include, for instance, 150
JF-17fighter aircraft from Chi-
na, Agosta 90B submarines fr-
om France, helicopters worth
$82 million from Russia and
air surveillance radars worth
$255 million from the US.

Multi-billion-dollar deals
that India has contracted or is
negotiating are 66 Advanced
Jet Trainers from the UK, six
Scorpene submarines from a
Franco-Spanish concern, 126
multi-role combat aircraft,
and an aircraft carrier from
Russia.

Mukherjee said the gover-
nment was still deciding if the
“integrity pact” that has been
prescribed in the new policy
will apply to all these deals.

Even if the arms race in
South Asia makes it the most
militarised region in the
hrvﬁueigrﬁas military
“expenditure is stiff a fraction’
of the US’s. The Sipri report
says world military experidi-
ture exceeded $1 trillion in

ed for 47 per cent of this spend-
ing. The $1-trillion-plus figure
is slightly lower than the 1987-
1988 cold war peak.

China’s spending had slow-
ed in 2004 and was lower in
real terms than its average
spending in 1995-2003.

Central America and west-
ern Europe were the only re-
gions where regional military
expenditure reduced in 2004.
Combined sales of the top 100
manufacturers in 2003 were 25
per cent higher than in 2002. j
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Delhi HC gives
Bofors case.
a quiet burial ~

The Hinduja brothers

Case file

1986: Deal signed
between India and
Bofors for supply
of 400 155-mm
Howitzer field guns

1987: Controversy
over payment of
commissions
breaks out after a
Swedish Radio
broadcast

1990: CBI registers
FIRin case

2004: HC judge J.D.
Kapoor orders
framing of cheat-
ing charges
against Hindujas,
forgery charges
against Bofors

2005: Justice Sodhi
quashes all
charges against
Hindujas & Bofors

9
Ottavio Quattrocchi

o
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 31

THE DELHI High Court on Tuesday
quashed all charges against the Hin-
duja brothers in the Bofors payoff
case. In its 36-page order, the court
also gave a clean chit to the Swedish
arms manufacturer AB Bofors and
came down heavily on the CBI for its
handling of the case.

The CBI had, during the hearing of
the case, failed to produce the original
documents on the basis of which it
was prosecuting the Hindujas. Justice
R.S. Sodhi, while questioning the ve-
racity of the xerox documents, said:
“Based on this dubious material, to al-
low the prosecution to go on for many
more years is sheer persecution.”

The judge criticised the CBI for
the winding nature of investigations
into the alleged payoff of Rs 64 crore
that cost the exchequer Rs 250 crore.

In February 2004, Justice J.D.
Kapoor had directed the chief metro-
politan magistrate to frame charges
in the case. While recalling this or-
der, Justice Sodhi, however, said the
prosecution created a deliberate mis-
conception about the documents re-
ceived from the Swedish ministry of
justice. Further, since no authentica-
tion of these documents could be pro-
vided, these cannot be treated as evi-
dence, the court said.

The quashing of charges against
the three Hinduja brothers and AB
Bofors leaves only one accused, Ital-
ian businessman Ottavio Quattroc-
chi. The CBI has failed to secure his
extradition.

The Hindujas have welcomed the
judgement.
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A 1b son’ s claim

5
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~to be Pl'Obed

KARWAR, May 31. — Defence min-
ister Mr Pranab Mukherjee said here
today that the government would ini-
tiate an investigation into the allega-
tion that an Indian Brigadier had sold
the country’s plans to attack Pakistan
in 1965 for a mere Rs 20,000.

Charges to this effect were made by
Mr Gohar Ayub, son of former
Pakistan President Ayub Khan, in a
daily yesterday.

According to Mr Gohar, his father
had bought India’s secret plan to attack
Pakistan in 1965 from a Brigadier for a
mere Rs 20,000.

Responding to newsmen’s queries

during a press meet immediately

after commissiofiitig ific naval base
INS Kadamba, the defence minister
said that such a situation was virtually
impossible.

This was because no Brigadier
would have such detailed plans with
him. “It is difficult to believe that an
Indian Brigadier or anyone else would
give away our country’s secrets even
though the incident is said to have
take place over 40 years ago. But how
can I pass any judgement without
investigations,” he said. Accordingly,
he said his government would indeed
conduct an investigation into the
charges.

F-16: No pressure from USA

On India’s proposal to buy 126 fighter
aircraft, the defence minister asserted
that the USA had not exerted any

L vALLR

Army launches l'|'$ own
‘internal inquiry’

NEW DELHI, May 31. — The Army today
launched “internal inquiry” into the claims
of former Pakistan President Ayub Khan's
son Gohar Ayub that an indian Brigadier
had sold 1965 war plans to Pakistan for
Rs 20,000.

Though senior defence officers said the
claims appeared “far-fetched” as Mr Gohar
Ayub is a known “hawk” in Pakistan,
investigations were being carried out on
the directions of the defence minister to
check the veracity of the claim and, if truse,
to identify the officer.

Army Chief Gen. JJ Singh chaired & high-
level meeting at the Army headquarters
here, along with Director General Military
Operations Lt-Gen. Madan Gopal and
Director General Military intelligence Lt-
Gen. Deepak Summenwar.

“If the allegations are correct, it would not
take much ‘time to identify the officer as
there were only a handful of Brigadiers at
Army Headquarters during 1965,” a senior
office said. — PTI

pressure to purchase F-16s from it.
Therefore, the question of succumb-
ing to pressure did not arise, Mr
Mukherjee added.

On the proposal to buy F-16s, he
said the practice was to place a
request for information from the pro-
ducing countries concerned.

Till now, he said the USA had not
sold any military hardware to India.
This policy was undergoing a change
now as it had allowed private compa-
nies to sell military hardware to India.
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Subtle softening as talks begin

‘Armym elts

<

\;,‘3

SUJANDUTTA

New Delhi, May 26: The
army wants its hold over
the Siachen Glacier to be
recognised publicly before
a path to peace with Pak-

istan on the hardship fron-

tier is charted out.

But far from being a volley
of fire as the defence secre-
taries of India and Pakistan
began talks this morning, the
army has actually signalled
it is game for conditional
peace.

India’s army headquarters
is signalling that in line with
the Prime Minister’s political
directive, it is pursuing a pea-
ce agenda with a rider: India
should not fritter away on the
negotiating table the military
advantage it holds on the
ground.

Of all the issues governing
India-Pakistan talks, it is on
Siachen that the army has the
biggest say. This is because on
the ground in Siachen, it is the
only Indian agency that is ca-
pable of making ajudgement.

“We basieally want the Ac-
tual Ground Position Line
(AGPL) to be authenticated
some way or the other,” army
chief General J.J. Singh said
just as the defence secretaries
of India and Pakistan began
talks in Islamabad. The talks
through today and tomorrow
will focus on Siachen before
moving on to the disputed
boundary in Sir Creek on the
west coast on Saturday.

An agreement on the
AGPL “in some way or the

+Siachen ice

NEW?
India has
been
insisting
thatits
holdon a
key ridge be authenticated
on maps. The army now
says authentication

“some way or the other”
will do

IF NOT ON MAPS, ROW?
Through satellite images,
aerial surveillance, sensors
or physical inspections

WHY lS AUTHENT!CAT!ON
CRUCH

If there 1s a transgression
later, the authentication can
be used to prove the
violation before the
international community

other” will immediately lead
to a thinning of military pres-
ence and reduce the pressure
on the armies, the soldiers and
their families.

India has a brigade-level
(about 3,000-plus troops) pres-
ence in Siachen that is rotated
every three tb six months at
a huge cost to the army, not
as much from combat as from
the weather. The toll on
the Pakistani army is also
comparable.

The army chief’s articula-
tion of the military standpoint
signals a shift of emphasis in
India’s position. New Delhi
has consistently demanded
that the Indian army’s hold
over the Saltopp Ridge be auth-
enticated on maps.

~>'§

i

The army is now opening
options for other ways of aut-
hentication — not necessarily
onmaps. The rugged Saltoro is
the ridgeline above 18,000 feet
that abuts the glacier.

The 110-km-long AGPL —
an extension of the Line
of Control in Kashmir -
runs along the Saltoro over
which the Indian army main-
tains posts and denies access
to the glacier to Pakistani
forces.

Authentication of military
positions, as a former top offi-
cer has suggested, canbe with
satellite images, aerial surve-
illance, use of ground and aer-
ial sensors and/or periodic
physical verification.

The Indian army’s reason
for seeking authentication of
held positions is simple:
should there be a transgres-
sion of any agreement to dis-
engage militarily, there should
be international acknowledge-
ment that it was India that
was in possession of the
Saltoro Ridge and the Siachen
Glacier.

General J.J. Singh said the
army had made its recommen-
dation to the government be-
fore the defence secretary left
for Islamabad.

In the context of the cease-
fire along the Line of Control
and in Siachen that has held
since November 2003 and also
in the backdrop of talks bet-
ween Manmohan Singh and
Pervez Musharraf in New
Delhi last month, the prosp-
ects of peace in Siachen have
never been brighter.
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PROBE PANEL CLEARS FERNANDES
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hukan report

NEW DELHI, May 13. —
The Centre today rejected
the report of the Phukan
Commission probing the
Tehelka expose into ficti-
tious defence deals, des-
cribing it as incomplete
and bereft of reason. It
also said the commission
had not gone into the alle-
gation of corruption.

The commission cleared
Mr George Fernandes,
former defence minister,
of all wrong-doing and yet
pulled up the defence min-
istry for some misdeed in
virtually all the 15 deals it
examined.

In a strong accompany-
mg note with the commis-
sion’s interim report tabled
in the House today, the
Centre said: “The govern-
ment does not consider this
a satisfactory way of deal-
ing with such serious issues.
(The) government, has,
therefore, not found it pos-
sible to acceot its findings

in the absence of any
inquiry into the allegations
of corruption.” It regretted
the commission could not
finish its work in more than
three years and, therefore,
it was justified to have
entrusted the inquiry into
15 transactions to the CBI
for a thorough probe. Acti-
on will be taken after the
investigation is complete.
The government had
noted that the commission
repeatedly arrived at a sim-
ilar conclusion in all the 15
cases. Each time, “Mr Geo-
rge Fernandes has no role
to play in the transaction.”
Or, “there is nothing adve-
rse on record” or that he is
“in no way involved.” So-
metimes, it says “the files
were (not) placed before
him and that he “did not
commit any illegality or
irregularity.” “Sometimes,
the commission merely ch-
anges the language to bre-
ak the monotony” and says
he “hasn’t done anything
contrary to the require-

-ments” or is “in no way co-

nnected to the lapses.” One
of the deals has nothing to
do with defence and in an-
other case, the report says
it was not brought to the
defence minister’s notice.
Mr Fernandes today
called the tabling of the
report as “one in a series
of continuous attempts”
by the Congress and its all-
ies to “subvert” the Com-
mission of Inquiry.

CPI-M demands action

The CPI-M today said that
there would be no let up in
its demand for action agai-
nst Mr Fernandes

Congress allegation

The Congress dismissed
the report outright, descri-
bing it as “non-credible,
partisan and meaningless”.

Unprecedented: BJP
The BJP said the govern-

ment’s stand was “unpre-
cedented”.



India capable

of exporting
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HT Correspondent °
New Delhi, May 12

DEFENCE MINISTER Pra-
nab Mukherjee affirmed in
Parliament on Thursday In-
dia’s capability to export mis-
siles. “India’s in a position to
export certain categories of
missiles”, he stated in a writ-
ten response to a question in
the Lok Sabha.

But he declined to specify
India’s marketing efforts or
the countries that have
shown interest in its mis-
siles. “It may not be in the na-
tional interests to disclose
the details of such coun-
tries”, Mukherjee stated.
Earlier reports have indicat-
ed that some West Asian and
African counfries have made
inguiries about the availabil-
ity of Indian missiles.

India and Russia have a de-
clared objective of jointly
marketing globally the 290-
km Brahmos supersonic
cruise missile that they are
together developing.

The Brahmos is the
world’s only supersonic
cruise missiles. The develop-
ment process for the ship-to-
ship and land-to-ship ver-
sions is almost complete and
ready for induction. It is a sol-
id-fuelled missile.

India has been displaying
models of the Brahmos at

various international de-
fence exhibitions. Its range of
290 km enables it to be ex-
empt from the missile tech-
nology control regime
(MTCR), which imposes re-
strictions on transfers of
missiles with a range in ex-
cess of 300 km.

French missile manufac-
turer MBDA has also offered
to jointly market shoulder-
fired missiles with India. In-
dia has also indigenously de-
veloped the Agni series of in-
termediate-range  ballistic
missiles, variants of which
have ranges between 700 and
2,500 km.

The Prithvi missile, vari-
ants of which have a proven
range between 150 and 250
km, has also been inducted
into the Indian armed forces
besides the Prithvi.

The Government of India
has already made it clear that
it will not violate the provi-
sions of MTCR, even though
India is not a signatory.

Other missiles still under
development under the 22-
year-old Integrated guided
missile development progra-
mme are the Akash (surface-
to-air), Trishul (anti-missile
missile) and Nag (anti-tank).
The development of the As-
tra, a beyond-visual-range
air-to-air missile, has also
been added to the portfolio.
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To strike the right balance -

hile India should grab

the opportunities of-

fered by the United

States of America for
transfer of high technologies, cooper-
ation in space and nuclear energy,
and joint missile defence under the
ambit of “Next steps in the strategic
partnership with India”, the US offers
on F-18 and F-16 aircraft do not appear
to be particularly attractive.

Most Indian defence experts think
that the fourth generation Boeing F-
18 Hornets and Lockheed Martin F-16
Falcons are not as capable as the
Swedish SAAB JAS-39C Gripen, the
Russian RSK MiG-29M/M2, and the
French Dassault Mirage 2000-5 Mk2.
India’s strategic planners are also ap-
prehensive about transfer of tech-
nologies, training of personnel, sup-
plies of spare parts, and logistical
support from the US, especially in
view of India’s negative experiences
with US equipment suppliers.

Besides, for India to deter China’s
growing influence in Asia, and exert
its own hegemony in the region, it
would require at least 60 squadrons of
aircraft performing multi-role com-
bat, deep penetration strike and elec-
tronic warfare tasks. India can afford
only 40 squadrons at present. But the
Indian air force’s fleet strength is cur-
rently down to 30-odd squadrons, due
to its MiG-21s and MiG-23s having
reached the end of their useful lives.
Further, the IAF’s current fleet suf-
fers from qualitative imbalances. Its
Jaguars are specialized for deep pene-
tration strikes and cannot easily pro-
tect themselves from enemy fighter
aircraft — they need to be escorted by
MiG-29s. And the MiG-29s are are not
geared for strike roles.

oreover, the indigenously
M designed light combat air-
craft, Tejas, is years behind
schedule, mainly due to US sanctions
and construction delays. It was in
February 2005 that the IAF placed or-
ders for the manufacture of 20 Tejas
LCAs, which would take at least five
years to be delivered. While the 140
Sukhoi Su-30MKIs, to be built by Hin-
dustan Aeronautics over the next 12
years, will partially fill the deficiency
in air dominance and long-range
strike requirements, the shortage in
multi-role and combat-role require-
ments need to be filled urgently.
In 2002, the IAF had asked for 200
medium-range lightweight multi-
role or tactical “swing-role” fighters
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Ravi Visvesvaraya Sharada Prasad explains
why the US offers of F-18 and F-16 aircraft
may not be particularly attractive to India

At what cost?

for immediate induction in order to
restore the power balance prevailing
in south Asia in the Seventies. But the
government cut the request down to
126, on financial considerations, and
sent “requests for information” to
four manufacturers — Dassault of
France for the Mirage 2000-5 Mk2;
RSK MiG of Russia for the MiG-29M/
M2; SAAB of Sweden for the JAS-39C
Gripen; and Lockheed Martin of USA
for the F-16 Fighting Falcon.

At this stage, the frontrunners for
the contract appear to be Mirage and
MiG. Dassault and MiG have histori-
cally been reliable suppliers in terms
of transfers of technology, licensed
production in India, personnel train-
ing, supplies of spare parts and main-
tenance and upgradation. India’s neg-
ative experiences with US sanctions
should make it wary of the offers
from Lockheed Martin and Boeing.
Also, IAF’s pilots and technicians are
familiar with aircraft from Dassault
and MiG, and would need minimal re-
training. Infrastructural and logisti-
cal support for maintenance and
spares would also be much easier.

The JAS 39 Gripen-—which can be
used for interception, ground-attack,
and reconnaissance — was jointly de-
veloped by Saab Military Aircraft, Er-
icsson Microwave Systems, Volvo

Aero Corporation and Celsius
Aerotech, with the specific intention
of outdoing the F-16s and F-18s. Cur-
rently, the Gripens used by the
Swedish air force are armed with
AIM-120 AMRAAM, AIM-9 Side-
winder, Saab Dynamics RBS 15 for
ship targets, and the Maverick
ground attack missiles. The Czech
government recently cancelled an
order to purchase 24 JAS-39 Gripens,
and so these may be available relative-
ly cheaply for India.

The only advantage of the F-16
compared to Sukhoi Su-30MKI, MiG-
29M/M2, and Mirage 2000-5 MK2 is its
superior cockpit' ergonomics and
comfortable pilot seat. The F-16 pro-
vides its pilots a much better field-
view. The choice between Mirage and
MiG would depend on the fundamen-
tal decision of whether the IAF
should go in for single-engined or
twin-engined aircraft for the future.
The Mirage has an airframe life of
7,500 hours versus 6,000 hours for the
MiG-29M/M2. The modular construc-
tion of the Mirage’s Snecma M53 en-
gines make them much easier to
maintain than the RD-33 engines of
the MiGs. Further, the Mirage 2000-5
can carry 6,300 kg of ordnance com-
pared to 5,500 kg for the MiG-29M/M2.

However, the fuel consumption of
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the MiG-29 is much less than that of
the Mirage. Since the Indian navy is
also purchasing MiG-29Ks. purchas-
ing the closely similar MiG-29M/M2
could potentially lower procurement,
infrastructural and logistical opera-
tions and maintenance costs.

Lockheed Martin, in its turn. ot-
fered to upgrade F-16s to “India’s
specifications with complete transfer
of technology. We are ready to develop
a new Block 70 for the IAE” Boeing
then offered India its latest F/A-
18E/F Super Hornets, which have not
been sold to any other country, even to
Nato allies.

faction in the IAF favour twin-
A engined aircraft although the

capital costs as well as opera-
tions and maintenance costs are far
higher. These officers feel that even
generation 4.5 fighters would not be
able to come up to the IAF’s increas-
ingly complex battle requirements in
the future. The choice, they think,
should be from twin-engined fifth
generation aircraft such as Dassault's
Rafale, RSK MiG’s MiG-29 and the Eu-
rofighter Typhoon. No airforce has
much operational experience with
Eurofighters or Rafales. Greece re-
cently cancelled an order for 60 Eu-
rofighters, and so these should be
available comparatively cheaply But
the MiG-29 has the advanced Pha-
zotron-NIIR’s Kopyo radar.

While the US would probably not
winthe IAF contract, there is a strong
possibility of US aircraft manufac-
turers bagging orders from the Indian
navy. For the last four years, India has
been negotiating the purchase of 10
Lockheed Martin P-3C Orion long-
range maritime reconnaissance air-
craft through US's foreign military
sales programme. In February 2005,
HAL signed a technical assistance
agreement related to the P-3 Orion
with Lockheed Martin.

The Indian navy is also consider-
ing Northrop Grumman’s E-2C Hawk-
Eye 2000 airborne early-warning
and battle-management/command-
and-control system. But integrating a
US AEW&C aircraft with a Russian
aircraft carrier with Indian proce-
dures would be a formidable task.
Also, experts on information and ele-
ctronic warfare have cautioned that
the E-2C HawkEye 2000's software
could very well contain Trojan Hors-
es and may either lead to sensitive in-
formation flowing back to the US or
immobilize the systems, if needed.
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It’s official: Indiato
send arms to Nepal "

L
Siddharth Varadarajan

NEW DELHI: The on-again, off-
again status of arms supplies to
Nepal has finally been resolved
with the Manmohan Singh Gov-
ernment clearing the immediate
dispatch of materiel “already in
the pipeline.” This means sup-
plies approved when India sus-
pended military assistance
following King Gyanendra’s sei-
zure of power on February 1.

The Hindu has learnt that the
decision was taken by the Cabi-
net Committee on Security at a
meeting on Friday.

According to well-placed
sources, the CCS also resolved to
place the question of future
arms shipments to Nepal “under
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constant review.”

An understanding on the re-
sumption of arms supplies —
and a “road-map” for the resto-
ration of political processes in
Nepal — was reached between
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and King Gyanendra in
the Indonesian capital on April
23. But a question mark hung
over the issue with the arrest
soon thereafter of Sher Bahadur
Deuba and other senior Nepali
leaders on  charges  of
“corruption.”

When King Gyanendra lifted
the state of emergency on April
30, India welcomed the deci-
sion. Privately, however, senior
officials here saw it as an exam-
ple of the King making a virtue

THE MINDU
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out of necessity: under the 1990
Constitution of Nepal he could
not have prolonged the Emer-
gency without the endorsement
of Parliament. Reports reaching
the South Block subsequently
also made it clear that emergen-
cy-like conditions continue to
prevail in Nepal with the King
now placing travel restrictions
on politicians, journalists and
other critics of the coup.

If this negative assessment of
the King’s commitment to the

restoration of democracy forced
a eleventh-hour rethink, the In-
dian armed forces’ strong repre-
sentations in favour of sending
weapons to the Royal Nepal Ar-
my appear to have eventually
carried the day.



PSLV-C6 accomplishes mission

May S. — Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle, PSLV-C6,
today successfully blasted
off into a clear sky from
the new second launch pad
here at 10.15 a.m. to place
two Indian satellites — the
CARTOSAT-1 and the
42.5 kg HAMSAT into a
high polar orbit.
This is the 20th satellite
launch and ninth flight of
' the country’s foremost
_ Space organisation, con-
" ducted from the Satish

—
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Dhawan Space Centre
SHAR (Sriharikota High
Altitude Range), around
100 km from Chennai.
Today’s feat marked yet
another giant leap in space
technology for India. “The
ejection (of the satellites
into orbit) was excellent.
The country is proud of
you,” President Dr APJ
Abdul  Kalam, who
watched the launch from

% N\1.5 TON SATELLITE IN ORBIT

MOMENTS FROM HISTORY: The rocket carring the two sateltes on Thursday, — PTI

the SHAR Mission Control
Centre, told the team of sci-
entists, led by Mr G
Madhavan Nair, chairman,
Indian Space Research
Organisation, who had
“worked day and night” on
the mission. “In July 1980,
we launched a 40 kg
(Rohini) satellite. Today,
25 years later, we have
launched a 1.6 ton equiva-
lent,” Dr Kalam said, con-

veying his “hearty congrat-
ulations” to the scientists.

“The PSLV-C6 took off
precisely on dot at 10:15
a.m., the designated laun-
ch time,” a jubilant Mr
Nair said. As nervous sci-
entists watched, “the cut-
off of all stages went off
precisely”. Dr Kalam
could be seen giving Mr
Nair a warm hug as all pre-
sent cheered happily.
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B Dkays LCA,
& sate!llte moves

NEW DELHI, May 5. —
The Cabinet Committee
on Security today gave
clearances to ensure better
satellite surveillance capa-
bility for the armed forces
and also, for improved
development of the Light
Combat Aircraft.

The Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation is working on both
projects. A senior official
said the Centre cleared
the full-scale engineering
development of the LCA,
known as Tejas. The plane
is ready though it has
taken much longer than
originally planned. There
has also been cost over-
runs. Some more funds are
necessary before full-scale
production of the plane
for the IAF can begin.

The DRDO is readying
another  project  for
Satellite-based surveilla-
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Price of politics!
NEW DELHI, May 5. — The
defence ministry’s ‘fast-track’
purchases, that avoid some
delaying procedures,
continued after the Kargil war
in 1999, but what is not said
is that weapons were urgently
necessary in 2002, during
Operation Parakram, when
India was about to go to war.
india mobilised its entire
Army, moving it towards the
western borders facing
Pakistan after the attack on
Parliament on 13 December,
2001. As the war plans were
being made ready, the forces
realised they were short of
certain much-needed
weapons, And then there was
a change in plan to go to war
only in January 2002. — SNS

nce and reconnaissance.
At present, Isro has a
defence satellite in space.
It has the ability to ensure
1m resolution photog-
raphs and less if necessary.

-
JEQ‘ e,
AR

Otherwise, Defence had
had to buy pictures at high
cost from private organisa-
tions that own satellites
like Ikonos.

The defence minister
today said the finance
ministry has agreed in
principle to give Rs
418,101 crore for defence
in the 10th five-year plan.
This includes both capital
and revenue expenditure.

The finance ministry
has, however, not said it
would definitely grant the
money. Of the money
allotted for the plan, about
Rs 220,000 crore has been
allotted for the first three
years. It is difficult to see
the finance ministry allot-
ting nearly Rs 100,000
crore for the next two
years. Speaking about the
defence  modernisation
fund, he said the issue of
assured availability is
rather limited and hence,
the proposal is not being
pursued further.



Fencingin .-
phases: MHA |

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, Mayu4

TAKING SERIQUS note of
recent activities of the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
along the Indo-Bangla bor-
der, home minister Shivraj
Patil on Wednesday “decid-
ed in principle” to go ahead
with the fencing between
the zero line and 150 yards
in a phased manner. How-
ever, the issue will be dis-
cussed by the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS)
before a final decision is
taken.

The “sensitive matter”
was discussed at a meeting
chaired by Patil and attend-
ed by national security ad-
visor M.K. Narayanan and
senior ministry officials.

Sources said the NSA
strongly advocated the need
to go ahead with the fencing
between the zero line and
150 yards -— a contentious
issue in wake of strong re-
sistance from the BDR.
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NEW DELHI, May 4. —
The Centre is understood
to have decided to sus-
pend fencing within 150
yards of the international
border with Bangladesh
and would try to arrive at a
solution through diplo-
matic channels even as
Bangladeshi troops have
been sighted mobilising at
certain places.

The erection of fence,
which started in February
this year, was discussed at
a high-level meeting chai-
red by the Union home
minister, Mr Shivraj Patil
along with representatives
from the Prime Ministers
Office, MEA and security
agencies today.

Sources said India
would not like to escalate
tension with any neigh-
bour and would use diplo-
matic channels to find a
solution to the problem.

“Everything will be okay
and there is no need to be

'Patil for cautious approach
to Bangla border fencing

.~ Jawan’s killing isolated incident’

AGARTALA, May 4. — Bangladesh Rifles Director-General Major
M Jahangir Alam Chaudhuri today visited the Agartala border
check-post where he met local officers and jawans of the BSF.
Later, talking to newsmen, the BDR chief said the 16 April clash
between the BDR and the BSF at Lankamura near here — resu-
lting in the death of a BSF Assistant Commandant, Jivan Kumar
— was “an isolated development” that would in no way hamper
relations between the frontier forces of the two countries. — SNS

worried,” a smiling Mr

Patil told reporters while

evading the main question
as to whether the fencing
work had been suspended.
The sources said the de-
cision was taken after Mr
Patil articulated that New
Delhi should not allow
fencing in the controversial
212 patches of the 4,097-
km of the Indo-Bangla bor-
der to act as an irritant in
relations between the two
countries. Even in today’s
meeting, he is understood
to have asked for a “very
cautious” approach.
During the meeting, Mr
Patil and other senior offi-
cials were briefed about the

" border situation and the

movement of troops, men
and material from across
the border by Bangladesh.
The BSF and some other
officials had advocated a
harder stand but were told
that New Delhi’s response
would have to be measured
and mature, sources said.
The issue might also be
taken to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security when it
meets next, they said.
Dhaka has opposed fen-
cing within 150 yards of the
Indo-Bangla border, citing
the guidelines of 1975 agr-
eed to by the BSF and the
Bangladesh Rifles that pro-
hibits either country from
erecting “defensive stru-
ctures” within 150 yards.
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IAF PLANE, ARMY VEHlCLES USED PRANAB

Phukan junket
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under scanner

NEW DELHI, May 4. -
Mr Justice SN Phukan, the
Tehelka judge investigating
14 important defence deals
worth thousands of crores
of rupees, and his wife
went on a Christmas Day
junket to the Ajanta and
Ellora caves at the defence
ministry’s expense.
After Mr Pranab Muk-
herjee clarified in Parl-
iament today that Mr
Justice Phukan had taken
defence aircraft to visit
Pune, Ahmednagar and
Mumbai to inspect mili-
tary equipment, he said
the judge and his wife had
also visited the Ajanta and
Ellora caves and Shirdi, a
holy place. A defence offi-
cial added that the Ajanta
trip was made on
Christmas and the Shirdi
visit the day before. In
_both cases, the couple
~ used Army vehicles.
Mr Mukherjee said his
predecessor, Mr George

Fernandes, cléared the
visit by Air Force service
aircraft. This was at a time
when the judge was inves-
tigating the Tehelka case,
including the possibility of
misdemeanours in 14
important defence deals.
“How could he be using
defence aircraft when he
was investigating the de-
fence ministry,” he asked.
“Either the commission
asked for the tour or the
defence minister arranged
it,” Mr Mukherjee said.

Dump report: Congress

Describing the use of IAF
aircraft by Mr Justice SN
Phukan, as an act of
“impropriety and gross
misuse” of public fund,
Congress spokesman Mr
Anand Sharma today
demanded that the com-
mission’s report should be
“outrightly” rejected. It
also sought tabling of the
Justice ~ Venkataswami
Report, adds PTL.

| was unaware of rules: Phukan

GUWAHATI, May 4. — Mr Justice Phukan claimed he was
unaware that he was not entitled to use an IAF aircraft. *|
was never informed that | am not entitled to use an 1AF
aircraft when heading a commission,” he said today. "My
report, when published, will only prove that | am unbiased
although one is not allowed to comment on a statement
made in Parliament which will amount to breach of privilege.”
He said he had not given a clean chit to Mr Fernandes and
accused the media of creating it. I had merely said there
was no major imegularities in the defence deals” — PTI
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CBI quizzes
Jaya Jaitley

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI, May 4. —
The anti-corruption unit of
the CBI today questioned
former Samata Party presi-
dent Ms Jaya lJaitley in
connection with the Teh-
elka expose. She is unde-
rstood to have acknowl-
edged that money was
accepted from “some peo-
ple” for “party funds”.

Ms Jaitley, questioned
for three hours, is under-
stood to have told CBI that
she vaguely remembered
someone approaching her
for party donations, CBI
sources said.

She claimed she had
referred her to Samata
Party leader Mr Srinivas
Prasad and after that she
had no knowledge as to
what happened to the mo-
ney or whether any receipt
was given for the donations.
She said she had never
given any assurance to the
two under-cover reporters
who were posing as arms
dealers, for clinching a
defence deal, they said.

She said she had told the
representatives of the def-
ence company that if there
product was good, they
would definitely get the
contract.

THE STATESMAN



REMEMBERING A WAR HERO

A

File photo of Lt-gen J. S. Aurora (left) and Pakistani Lt-gen A.A.K. Niazi during the surrender ceremony.

Bangladesh liberator dead

HT Correspondent P

Lo b
Kolkata, May 3 N \\\ ’

THE 1971 war between India and Pakistan is
widely regarded as a template of brilliance. The
man who crafted the 13-day blitzkrieg, one of the
swiftest military campaigns in history, died in
New Delhi on Tuesday.

Lieutenant-general J.S. Aurora played a criti-
cal role in the war as general officer command-
ing-in-chief of Eastern Command. His peers and
juniors, many of whom are top-ranking army of-
ficers today, regard his death as the passing of an
era where army officers commanded unequivo-
cal respect and were above any suspicion. A tac-
tician, a disciplinarian, a compassionate soul,
scrupulously honest, chivalrous and morally up-
right is how officers who served under Aurora 34
years ago would describe him.

The strategy scripted by Aurora, along with his
chief of staff, lieutenant-general JER. Jacob, is
studied at military academies all over the world
as a textbook example of brilliant planning. “We
did not have the advantage of surprise, and we
had to contend with the US that sent its naval fleet
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to the Bay of Bengal in a gesture of support to
Pakistan. Yet our forces crushed the Pakistani
forces and took over Dhaka in just 13 days,” said
Brigadier S.N. Singh, one of Aurora’s aides.

Aurora, recipient of the Padma Bhushan and
the Param Vishist Sewa Medal, was also instru-
mental in giving a concrete shape to military ties
between India and Bhutan. In May 1961, Aurora,
then a brigadier, led a military reconnaissance
team to Bhutan and oversaw the development of
close liaisons between the two armies. In fact,
he’s credited with setting up the mechanism —
the Indian Military Training Team — to train
and equip the Royal Bhutan Army.

“Aurora was a great soldier and a distin-
guished statesman. Under his leadership, the
army achieved a decisive victory in the eastern
theatre in the 1971 war, which is written in gold-
en letters in the annals of the army,” said lieu-
tenant-general Arvind Sharma, the present
GOC-in-C of Eastern Command. Defence Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee described Aurora as the
“principal architect” of the 1971 victory Even
Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, the army chief
at that time, had credited the victory to Aurora.
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Defence mlmstry report

goes soft on.Chira, F

By Rajat Pandit/TNN 7 5 W

New Delhi: The ongoing bonho’mle with
China has spread even to the normally hawk-
ish environs of the defence ministry. And af-
ter Gen Pervez Musharraf’s visit here last

month, even the criticism against Pakistan

is a tad muted.

But the defence min-
istry (MoD), in its lat-
est annual report, has
blasted Bangladesh for
being “insensitive and
unresponsive” to con-
cerns about the opera-
tions of North-East in-
surgent groups and
Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence from its soil.

Dhaka has also consistently ignored New
Delhi’s worries about “large-scale illegal im-
migration and the criminalisation of the
border”. There is still no explanation, for in-
stance, for the large cache of arms and am-
munition bound for the North-East, which
was detected in Chittagong in April 2004.
AndIndia is still livid about the recent
killing of a BSF assistant commandant on
the Tripura border by Bangladesh Rifles per-
sonnel. Bangladesh has remained “indiffer-
ent” to the rising influence of political par-
ties and organisations of “fundamentalist
and radical Islamist orientation” in its soci-
ety and government, says the MoD report.

As for Nepal, it feels King Gyanendra’s
takeover on February 1 has resulted in “a
further deterioration” in the political and se-

k

curity situation in the H1m a:? kingdom.

India wants the two pillars multi-party
democracy and constitutional monarchy to
come together in Nepal to resolve the Maoist
problem, which cannot be solved through
purely military means.

MoD believes the “principal threats” to

y peace and stablhty in
the region remain the
combination of funda-
mentalism and terror-
ism “nurtured in
madarsas and train-
ing camps”, along
with the danger of
proliferation of*
WMDs and “access to

. R them by fundamental-
ists and terrorists”.

While expressing hope at the ongoing com-
posite dialogue process, military confidence-
building measures and people-to-people con-
tacts with Pakistan, MoD holds “it cannot be
said that there was an end to cross-border
terrorism in J&K”.

“There was no evidence of any significant
Pakistani effort to dismantle the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism such as communication,
launching pads and training camps on its
eastern borders with India,” it says.

Pakistan’s proposed acquisition F-16s and
P3C Orion maritime surveillance aircraft,
which have “nothing to do with the war
against terrorism”, cast “doubts” on Islam-
abad’s real intentions”. This could “compli-
cate prospects for lasting peace in the
region”.
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/3 OVERSHOOT!
\g, v Panels have limits L;\J;Q,«

O SERVATIONS and recommendations notw1th gnd-
ing, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defen-
ce has clearly overreached itself in advocating an increase
in the number of Arjun tanks ordered. Generally, motiva-
tion may be laudable but the difficulty arises in getting in-
volved in specifics. A parliamentary panel of non-experts
has no business suggesting one piece of equipment over
another. Particularly in the case of the MBT Arjun. Had
the present committee studied the reports of their prede- .
cessors, they would have realised that to design and pro-
duce a main battle tank domestically is not an option. In
fact the order for 124 units was motivated by a sense of
prestige rather than a pragmatic appreciation of the
tank’s capability. Even the army chief who pushed the or-
der through, has subsequently, expressed reservations.
Surely a group of Honourable Members cannot arrogate to |
themselves the authority to question the import of the
vastly superior T-90. The army has yet to work out a pro-
ductive operational role for the Arjun, regiments equipped
with them can deem themselves unfortunate. Their dis-
may should not be exacerbated by the wishes of some MPs.
The issue is not confined to the tank, it pertains to the
scope of a parliamentary committee’s functioning. The
Standing Committees were set up to ensure more scrutiny
of the executive than the House can undertake for want of
time. This does not mean arrogating to themselves a moni-
toring role, including technical evaluation, price analyses,
and other areas requiring expertise. In transgressing in-
herent limits, members of the Defence Standing Commit-
tee have done themselves a disservice — they have helped
their recommendations to be ignored. This has larger im-
plications: a parliamentary committee is the legislature in
miniature, its recommendations are equated to the opini-
on of the House. By coming up with suggestions that have
no hope of being accepted, the committee /has only further
downgraded parliament at large.
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KOLKATA, April 27. — Aftab
Ansari and six others were to-

day sentenced to death after

being convicted yesterday for
firing on and killing five police-
men guarding the American
Center on 22 January, 2002.

They were sentenced by Mr
Basudeb Majumdar, chief judge
in-charge, City Sessions Court,
on charges of possessing and
using prohibited arms such as
AK-47 and trying to wage war
against the state.

For security reasons, the trial
was conducted at Presidency
Jail. The seven were also award-
ed prison terms ranging from
three to five years and a fine.
Murder, forgery, and trying to
overawe the state by criminal
force” are the other charges.
The terms of the sentence are to
run concurrently.

“The judgment has been writ-
ten in red ink from the Writers’
Buildings to please the Amer-
ican masters,” said Mr S Imam,

" defence counsel, on instructions
from Ansari. “There was no
pressure from any quarter,” cou-
ntered Mr Ashok Bakshi, public
prosecutor. The seven remained
stoic when the 300-page judg-
ment was read out, Mr Imam sa-
id. They didn’t plead for mercy.

“If you think I am guilty give
me appropriate punishment
but the others are innocent,”
Ansari told the judge. The oth-
ers said they were innocent.

While possession of an AK-47
was one of the charges, it was
not produced before this court,

EATH FOR DO
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Aftab Ansari: ‘If you |nk | am guilty give me appropriate punishment.’

Mr Imam said. It was seized by
the city police in Hazaribagh.
The production of the wea-
pon was not material to the trial,
Mr Bakshi said. “Ballistic tests
have proved that the cartridges
were fired from AK-47 rifles.”
Defence counsel took excep-
tion to the magistrate leaving
before pronouncement of the

sentence. He went to the City
Sessions Court to make sure that
copies of the judgment were
promptly handed over to defe-
nce and prosecution as the facil-
ities of a regular court are lack-
ing in the special court inside the
prison complex, Mr Bakshi said .
Another report on

Kolkata Plus I
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AFTAB

Don smiles at sentence, cronies shiver

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 27

JUDGE BASUDEB Mazumdar
said Aftab Ansari and six others
must die. And Aftab smiled.

It was not as if he was welcoming
the sentence awarded to him for the
attack on the American Center
three years ago. It was just that he
had expected it and was already
planning his next move.

“We have to appeal in the High
Court against the order;” he told his
lawyer Syed Shahid Imam. “He was
unflappable as ever,” Imam said.

Clad in a white T-shirt and black
trousers, Aftab looked calm even
as the judge heard him out before
delivering the sentence. “If I am
guilty, give me the maximum sen-
tence. I leave it to you,” Aftab said.

The six others followed and
made the same plea. When the
judgment came, they reacted dif-
ferently. “Jamiluddin Nasir, Mus-
sarrat Hussain, Hasrat Alam, Re-
han Alam, Adil Hassan and Shakir
Akhtar were visibly shocked.

28 AP? 2005

Their eyes kept darting towards
their lawyer and their relatives,”
said a police officer.

Mussarrat’s wife Sahana Begam
broke down. “My husband is inno-
cent. He isnot a terrorist,” she said.

It was the first time in Indian le-
gal history that seven persons
were being awarded death at one
time. The judge described the case
as “rarest of rare” and sentenced
them to death on two counts —
waging war against the country
and possessing arms. For the other
offences, he awarded them various
jail terms, including life for con-
spiracy to wage war and conspira-
cy to murder.

Even if the convicts don’t ap-
peal, the sentence is subject to con-
firmation by the High Court. The
trial judge will have to send the
matter within 30 days to the High
Court, which may uphold, com-
mute or quash the sentence.

For all his calm, Aftab did treat
the day as significant. He woke up
at 4 am and offered namaz inside
cell 9, a jail official said. Usually,

SEVEN FOR THE
NOOSE

Death row line-up Aftab Ansari,
Jamiluddin Nasir, Mussarrat Hussain,
Hasrat Alam, Rehan Alam, Adil
Hassan and Shakir Akhtar

Death awarded for Waging war
against country (Section 121, IPC)
and possession of arms (Section
27[3], Arms Act)

Other sentences Life on two
counts — conspiracy to murder and
conspiracy te wage war — and
different jail terms for various
other charges

High Court within 30 days for
confirmation of death sentence
= WHAT HIGH COURYT CAN DO It

can confirm the death sentence,
commute it fo a life term, or quash it

= TIME FOR APPEAL 90 days

he wakes up at 5.30 am, offers na-
maz and reads books and newspa-
pers. Today, he ignored the books
but read the Quran.

Even in the court, Aftab offered
namaz four times, once before the
hearing, once during the hearing,
once immediately after the sen-
tence and finally at maghrib, the

THE HIDUSTAN TiwES

time for the customary evening
prayer. “He ate nothing all day ex-
cept for biscuits and water at the
lunch break,” Imam said.

The judge entered the court-
room at 11 am and wrapped up the
proceedings by 11.30 am. He went
back to his chambers and dictated
the order, but then left the court

premises twice before returning at
5 pm to pass the order. The Aftab
camp complained about the delay,
but public prosecutor Ashok Bak-
shi said the judge had gone out to
get his order typed. He also had
pending work at a city sessions
court, the prosecutor explained.

The USIS has welcomed the sen-
tence. Director Susan Shultz said:
“The USA commends the Indian
government for its efforts in the
case for apprehending and trying
the perpetrators of the attack.”

The Khadim kidnapping case, in
which the accused is again Aftab,
remains pending. His lawyer said:
“Since Aftab has been awarded
death, he cannot be produced be-
fore a court in another case. This
trial must remain suspended till
the High Court disposes of the
death reference.”

In Kolkata Live
¥ Three years on, six other wanted men
continue to elude police

w City security beefed up against
possible revenge attacks
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__~DELAY AFFECTS MODERNISATION

" Rules violg}(g‘

.

NEW DELHI, April 25. — Aftd
reports of illegal payoffs by Denel
the South African arms manufac-
turer keen on selling big guns to
India, to a Channel Islands firm,

_the Defence Standing Committee

" of Parliament, in its recent report
expressed surprise that no field-tri-
als of major weapons systems were
conducted.

India needs wheeled seif-pro-
pelled guns and the defence min-
istry told the committee that it
asked 11 vendors for RFPs, but
only five bids were received and
only one, from Denel, was consid-
ered acceptable.

The report said: “The commit-
tee is, however, surprised to note
that no field trials were held to
decide the suitability or otherwise
of the bids received which is the
normal procedure. The commit-
tee also noted that trials are still
continuing for the procurement of
tracked SP guns and towed guns.
The delay in the procurement of
such crucial weaponry has
adversely affected the modernisa-
tion of schemes of the defence
sources resulting in wastage of a
lot of time.”

_in‘arms

9.ADI> v

trial

India is looking for three kinds
of artillery. They are:

W The towed version, for which tri-
als have been concluded and
Celsius (once Bofors) has come out
on top. India wants 1,580 of them,
including 400 to be bought soon.
Each one costs Rs 10-11 crore.

® The wheeled version of the self-

. propelled gun. India wanted to

buy this from Denel, but the
acquisition of 9 regiments (180
guns) was a single-vendor situa-
tion, which the defence ministry is
backing out of. Each one would
cost Rs 24 crore.

B For the tracked gun, the
DRDO and Denel were working
on an agreement to jointly pr-
oduce it. Five regiments or 100
guns would be readied and each
one would cost Rs 26 crore.

Committee wants CDS

The committee also called for the
appointment of a Chief of Defence
Staff. It noted that it is several
years since there was talk of a CDS
and one was necessary as it would
lead to better coordination
between the three Services. /
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/ GEORGE CRIES VENDETTA

CBI to

¥ '

ene

| will not allow this country
to be looted. | have only
one country. Others may
have other countries

NEW DELHI, April 22. — The Centre
today asked the Central Bureau of
Investigation to probe the alleged payoffs
by South African firm Denel to a British
agent to secure a rifles contract when the
NDA was in power and Mr George
Fernandes, defence minister.

There have been reports in the South
African media regarding how Denel paid
money to a Channel Islands firm to
influence the Indian Army to buy the rif-
les. Apparently, Denel also gave the pap-
ers of the Price Negotiation Committee
to the firm.

Reacting sharply to the charges of cor-
ruption levelled against him, Mr Fer-
nandes, while addressing BJP leaders and
mediapersons at the party’s Ashoka Road
headquarters today, said the Congress
pursued a political vendetta. He asserted
that he would fight it out till the end.

> 5 APk 2009

v

1d

probe

ol @%\ﬁ

“People who have no love for India are
behind the conspiracy to demoralise the
forces. I will not allow this country to be
looted. I have only one country. Others
may have other countries,” he said in an
apparent reference to the Congress presi-
dent, Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origin.

He said he had been targeted for his
anti-Congress stand. “The Congress went
to the extent of publishing a White Paper
against me, accusing me of receiving mo-
ney from China and the USA. The same
trend continues today and will continue.”

The government, he said, had so far
sought CBI probe into 37 charges against
him; the figure might go up to 100. “At the
time of negotiations the representatives of
the seller, buyer and the user were pre-
sent. So all of them have the PNC report,”
he explained. Mr Fernandes said the way
the Tehelka operation had been carried
out indjcated that it had the backing of the
Congress. Without naming the Gandhi
family, he said “this khandaan” posed a
serious threat to the country. “The seeds
of corruption are sown here,” he said.

Hawk will fly

BANGALORE, April 22. — Britain today said
the supply to India of the British Hawk
Advanced Jet Trainer, equipped with
components of Denel, would not be affected
by the current controversy involving the South
African defence firm over an alleged pay-off
by it to secure an Indian defence deal.

“No, it won't affect the Hawk programme. The
Hawks are being made as we speak,” the
British High Commissioner to India, Sir
Michael Arthur, told reporters here.

He said a similar controversy had erupted
three years ago, but was eventually resolved.
The first 22 Hawk AJT's will be made in
Britain. — SNS & PTI //
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‘Phukan report: Government
. ~L
seeks some more time ¢«

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: The Union Law Minis-
ter, H.R. Bhardwaj, on Wednes-
day assured the Rajya Sabha that
the Government would have a
“full debate including the re-
port” on the Justice Phukan
Commission Report on Tehelka
before the conclusion of the
budget session.

Asked by the Chairman, Bhai-
ron Singh Shekhawat, to give a
time-frame, Mr. Bhardwaj said:
“Give us some time as the report
is lying in a sealed cover and the
action taken report (ATR) is not
ready.”

The Prime Minister, Manmo-
han Singh, was present in the
House.

Intervening during zero hour
to the demand of the Opposition
leader, Jaswant Singh, for ta-
bling the Phukan report along
with the ATR and the Central
Vigilance Commission Report
on defence procurements, Mr.
Bhardwaj said there was a legal
controversy on the Phukan re-
port: “[One was that] because he
had left half-way, this cannot be
treated as a report. [And, that]
since this is a public report,
there should be an ATR. The
Government was willing for a

20 ppe 200

full debate
report.”

He said: “About the affidavits
there is so much confusion. The
Supreme Court had a Public In-
terest Litigation petition. Affida-
vits were filed....”

Interrupting, Mr. Shekhawat
stood up and said he was acting
within the rules. The Commis-
sion of Inquiry Act said that a
report under this Act must be
tabled in Parliament within six
months of its submission.

Earlier, the Minister of State
for Parliamentary Affairs, Sure-
sh Pachauri, said that Mr. Jus-
tice Phukan had said that he

including  [the]

TRE Hnou

LN ,Q,N/'\’l\'
;',
4 ‘v‘é
> }3 }\\\‘: \

would do the inquiry in three
parts, He submitted part I of his
report on February 4, 2004 dur-
ing the National Democratic Al-
liance tenure. Part II and III
were handed over to the CBL
These parts pertained to the “ex-
ten,t of offences, misconduct, im-
propriety of individuals and so
on.”

The Government would take
the opinion of the Law Ministry
and, if so advised, would place
the report in Parliament. Legal
opinion would also be sought on
whether the report alone shouid
be placed or would have to be
placed along with the ATR.
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Brahmos
testfire "',/
successful .

HT Correspon&e t , &7
New Delhi, April 15 ‘\k;

THE SUPERSONIC cruise
missile, Brahmos, was suc-
cessfully testfired in a naval
exercise off the Western
coast on Friday, demonstrat-
ing that the missile jointly
developed by India with
Russia is ready for induc- °
tion as a weapons system.

This was the 10th testfir-
ing of the Brahmos and the
first in a naval exercise.
“The missile, armed with a
live warhead, impacted on
the target ship accurately,
destroying it completely”, a
spokesman of the Ministry
of Defence said.

Friday’s testfiring of the
cruise missile in a ship-to-
ship role in a combined fleet
exercise off the Western
coast was witnessed by the
Chief of the Naval Staff, Ad-
miral Arun Prakash and the
chief executive officer of
Brahmos, Dr A. Pillai.

The Brahmos has a stated
range of 290 km and is the
only supersonic cruise mis-
sile in the world. The devel-
opment process of the mis-
sile is complete.

The next phase of devel-
opment involves the land-to-
land, air-to-ground and the
submarine-launched ver-
sions. The ship-to-land capa-
bility of the missile also has
to be validated.
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No political
compromise
with terror:
Manmohan

‘Security for bus is responsibility |
of India and Pakistan’ 1

Vinay Kumar e Haryana wants security |

network reinforced

NEW DELHI: It is the joint respon-

sibility of the Governments of Raiasth ‘ t
India and Pakistan and of the ¢ Rajasthan wants norms

local authorities on both sides of for adequate police force
the Line of Control to work to- for various States

gether and provide full security o

cover to the Srinagar-Muzaffa- &[SI activities worry

rabad bus service, the Prime West Bengal

Minister, Manmohan Singh, said S

on Friday. » Naxalite menace: Madhya
Addressing a day-long confer- Pradesh seeks Centre’s

ence of Chief Ministers on “In- help

ternal Security and Law and :
Order” here, Dr. San,h said: ® Modi wants White Paper 1
“N()twithstanding the recent on securitv situation |
dastardly attempt to disrupt the in States
bus service hetween Srinagar - )
and Muzaffarabad bv terrorist
elements, the people of Jammu

-and Kashmir came out on the in its determination to wipe out
streets as one to welcome this  this threat to a civilised and
gesture of reconciliation. T hope  democratic way of life. There is
the terrorists and extremists in  no cause, root or branch, that i
the region have grasped the canjustifythekillingofinnocent .
mood of the people and will not  people.” ‘
try to disrupt this bus service In his 30-minute address, he
again.” dwelt on two key themes: there

Highly-placed governmentof-  was no place for violence and
ficials told The Hindu that the extremism of any kind in a dem-
proposal of joint security cover ocratic. rule-based society; and
is likely to be formalised during  disaffection and alienation were
talks betwecn Dr. Singh and the  a result of pent up grievances
Pakistan  President, Pervez againsteconomicand social dep-
Musharraf, over the weekend. rivation.

The Prime Minister. who The Prime also referred to in-
flagged off the bus service from filtration by extremists in Jam-
Srinagar on April 7, described it mu and Kashmir, insurgency in
as a scrvice for “peace and pro-  North East and the naxalite

i
|
|
|

motion of reconciliation.” threat in a dozen States.
“Ready for dialogue™ Tackling extremism
Dr. Singh asserted that vio- Dr. Singh said inadequate em-

lence and use of force could not ployment opportunities, lack of
win the rewards that insurgents  gccess to resources, under devel-
and cxtremists were sceking. oped agriculture, artificially de-
The Government would deal pregsed wages, geographical
firmly with insurgency. . isolation, lack of land retorms
“However, we are willing to  could all impinge on growth of
conduct an honest and meaning-  extremism.
ful dialogue with any group that
abjures the path of violence and
is willing to engage in a
dialogue.”

“There may be other more
complex issues like language,
ethnicity, caste or religion or

. . cultural rights. When genuine
In a frank but firm tone, Dr. . 5 . Een
. . ; dissent becomes extremism,
‘ Singh said the challenge of ter- : |
; there can be no ambivalence |
rorism must be faced squarely

] , about tackling it. even if it be
and_ .resolut‘el'y b_v“all shades of only sympfomatic,” he told the
political opinion. “There can be

o e Chiet Ministers and top police

no political compromise with .. -
o 1 . officials.

terror. No inch conceded. No
compassion shown. The people  For the first time, the Defence
of India have suffered a great Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, al-
deal at the hands of terrorists $0 addressed the conference, or-
and our Government is resolute  ganised by the Home Ministry.



Improved ties have not reduced .
militant activity, says Pranab '

‘Infiltration attempts still occurring, militants being trained across border’

Staff Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: The Union Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee,
said here on Thursday that much
needed to be done between India

‘and Pakistan in the area of ter-

rorism as the militant infras-
tructure in Pakistan was still
intact despite the recent thaw in
bilateral ties.

Delivering the V.N. Tewari
Memorial Oration on ‘Peace
Perspectives on South And
South-East Asia: Prospects and
Challenge’ at the Punjab Univer-
sity here, he said that infiltration
attempts still occurred and the
militants received special train-
ing across the border.

Though infiltration had de-
creased over the last four
months, due to patrolling by the
Indian forces, militants were

g&li{ll present at “launching pads”
IUNE 1U1 an upportaniiy w
sneak in.

Despite this, as a confidence
building measure, India ordered
the withdrawal of troops from
Jammu and Kashmir in mid-No-
vember last year, he said.

The launch of Srinagar-Mu-
zaffarabad bus service despite
violent attempts to sabotage it,
illustrated that “peace is the only
way.”

Foreign relations
Emphasising that India’s for-

15 AR 2005 ’Ht',

countries improving

matism, cautious
edlsm in‘orelgn poicy

eign and defence policies were
characterised by pragmatism
and cautious idealism, he said it
had made commendable pro-
gress in improving its relations
witkt TIRUI WOra powers. Rela-
tions with the United States
were moving towards greater
cooperation on strategic and se-
curity issues. Economic rela-
tions with China were now on a
much larger scale than ever be-
fore.

The European Union coun-
tries had positively oriented
their policies towards India and
defence relations with Russia re-
tained their strategic character
and efforts were on to reinvigor-
ate the economic relationship.

He said India’s relations with
the South Asian and South East
Asian countries merited special
attention, as the developments
in these regions would have a
significant impact on its emer-
gence as a regional power and
eventually a player on the world
stage.

“India cannot fulfil its aspira-
tions for a larger international
profile without addressing the
challenges in its neighbourhood.
If tensions continue to persist in
India’s relations with its neigh-
bours, these will act as a damp-
ening factor. There is no
alternative available to Indian
diplomacy other than a substan-
tive and patient engagement of
its neighbours.”

Mr. Mukherjee said that India
needed to practice comprehen-
sive security — many traditional
non-military-challenges — and
convert these into opportuni-
ties.

However, with deep divisions
and security problems within
the Indian sub-continent, col-
lective security did not seem to
be attainable in the foreseeable
future,

Economic progress

India’s rapid economic devel-
opment could be sustained only
if it continued to promote eco-
nomic integration and political

&

stability in the region.

While stating that Sri Lanka
had shown a forward-looking vi-
sion for economic cooperation,
he said that Bangladesh seemed
reluctant and Pakistan was hold-
ing back on beneficial economic
regionalism, citing settlement of
the Jammu and Kashmir issue.
South Asia could emerge as a
peaceful region only through
strong and firm Indian policies.

Advocating a “multi-faceted,
multi-directional engagement
with all major power centres, he
said that forging issue-based
alignments might prove to be the
most effective strategy for India
in both the short and long term.

He also called for evolving a
technology policy for the energy
sector, making use of the im-
mense potential for the produc-
tion of  bio-diesel and
development of solar energy.
Diplomatic breakthroughs and
political initiatives involving
countries in the region could en-
sure large-scale supplies of clean
and natural gas through
pipelines.

The rise of fundamental activ-
ities and growing network of in-
ternational terrorist groups in
South East Asia demanded clos-
er cooperation between India
and South-East Asia to counter
this menace.




PRANAB, PRIYA DIFEER OVER LEGAL STEP

Govt goes for

George:

4 Q

eCond

afﬁdav1t in SC

SNS & P’ﬂ

NEW DELHI, April 13. — While the
defence ministry today filed an affidavit
— its second — in the Supreme Court
saying it had referred 20 more arms deals
struck during the NDA regime to the CBI
for renewed investigation, there seem to
be differences within the government
over the issue.

The affidavit said: “The government is
committed to taking strict action against
officials/authorities, including the former
defence minister (NDA convener Mr
George Fernandes) if it is found that the
excuse of Kargil war was taken to make the
purchases with a motive of personal bene-
fit in violation of rules and regulations.”

While defence minister Mr Pranab
Mukherjee today said there was nothing to
be embarrassed about as the second affi-
davit merely supplemented the first one,
water resources minister Mr Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi said checking and cross-
checking were necessary. While he seemed

i0 be against targeting anyone, ¢ skid -

Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs
should have dealt with it.

The ministry spoke of the report of the
Comptroller and Auditor General, which
probed 123 purchases during and after the
Kargil war and found irregularities in 35 of
them resulting in an alleged loss of Rs
2,000 crore to the exchequer. The govern-
ment said of these 35 purchases, 20 were
being referred to CBI for a detailed probe.

“The CAG report has brought out that
modified procurement procedure was used
to push through deals in the name of
Kargil long after the hostilities had ceased
and if the deals were to be scrutinised in
normal circumstances, these would not
have been entered into, thereby, suggest-
ing serious misconduct on the part of offi-
cials/authorities, including the then de-
fence minister,” said the affidavit.

Ms Jaya Jaitley said: “It is a personalised
issue. At no point has the CAG questioned
Mr Fernandes.”

The ministry has referred 20 cases whieh/‘

ey

‘I am prepared io
fce the challenge’

AHMEDABAD, April 13— Mr Fernandes today
said he was prepared to face the fresh affldawt
the Centre. “Hhave not reed what'tmy
(Centre) have filed. But | am prepared for it he
said in Sarangpur on the outskirts of the city.
“Let them do anything against me. For me
political vindictiveness is not new. Those against
me have always tried to suppress me since the
Emergency. It doesn't affect me” — PT1

were yet to be vetted by CAG to CBI for
investigation. They include bullet-proof
jackets for Rs 51.65 crore, illuminating am-
munition for 155mm gun for Rs 5247
crore, special ammunition for 40mm L-70
gun for Rs 166.44 crore, automatic gre-
nade launchers Rs 52.13 crore, spares for
155mm gun for Rs 97.65 crore.

Congress spokesman Mr Anand Sharma
said the supplementary affidavit echoed
the first one and went beyond to cover the
remaining 23 cases of defence procure-
ment of the period, against which, the
party said, the CAG had raised objections
in its 2001 report.

The BJP said it would demand the
tabling of the Phukan Commission report.
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‘CONG CHIEF BEHIND TEHELKA OPERATION’

“George sees

Sonla

NEW DELHI, April 10. — The Janata
Dal (United) president, Mr George
Fernandes, today said the Tehelka sting
operation was an effort “masterminded”
by Congress president Mrs Sonia Gandhi
and named Mr Priya Ranjan Das Munshi
and Mr Oscar Fernandes for their role in
aiding the conspiracy.

At the two-day national executive of the
JD-U which got off to a start today, the
former defence minister demanded that
the reports of Justice Phukan
Commission and Central Vigilance
Commission on the multi-million dollar
defence purchases during the Kargil con-
flict be made public.

When the defence forces want certain
equipment during a conflict, the ministry
procures it and the minister has no role in
the purchases, Mr Fernandes said. The
sting operations had adopted question-
able means like using “money, liquor and
prostitutes” and had extracted statements
in “inebriated condition”.

He said Mrs Gandhi without understa-
nding the difference between “casket and
coffin” was creating confusion to give an
impression that corruption had taken
place. A casket was a reusable box to carry
bodies of the dead while Mrs Gandhi went
on saying that the defence forces had pur-
chased coffins that are meant to bury the
dead. The price confusion had arisen
because of the “mix-up” between the
gauge and the weight, Mr Fernandes said.

The Congress dismissed as “irresponsi-
ble” Mr Fernandes’ allegations. Party
spokesman, Mr Abhishek Singhvi, said it
was a case of “ulta chor kotwal ko datte.”
Mr Singhvi said Mr Fernandes had never
levelled this allegation until the CBI initi-
ated investigations into the Tehelka scam.
The JD-U will soon hold a protest rally in
New Delhi to “expose” Mrs Gandhi.
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Nothing against Fernandes’
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA April 10. — Mr Justice
SN Phukan, who probed the Tehelka expose
into defence deals, has said he “did not find
anything” against Mr Fernandes. “/ only gave a
report containing 600 pages regarding past
defence transactions. So far as | remember, |
did not find anything against George,” he told
a TV news channel. In Kolkata defence
minister Mr Pranab Mukherjee said he had
never given a clean chit to Mr Fernandes in the
procurement of defence equipment during the
Kargil war. He said in the affidavit filed in the
Supreme Court, his department had clearly
stated that the arms procurement had neither
violated the financial rules of central
government nor the Defence Equipment
Procurement Procedure 1992. “Hence the
question of giving a clean chit to any individual
does not arise as no name of any individual
has been mentioned in the affidavit*he said.
— SNS & PTI
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MiG-21 turnardund

, . -
\\b\ Coffin to respirator? S
t could be

premature to roundly applaud the IAF’s conten-
tion that it has put the worst of its MiG-21 problems behind
it, yet there is no reason to doubt the statistics revealed re-
cently by the Director General (Inspection & Safety) con-
firming an appreciable decline in the accident rate for that
particular aeroplane which forms the bulk of the fleet, and
therefore does most of the flying. There would be little pur-
pose served in re-opening old wounds that had caused the
MiG-21 to be dubbed a “flying coffin”, too many lives have
been lost and planes written off. Yet if some major technical
shortcomings have been rectified (why did it take three de-
cades to achieve that success?) it can only be good news for
the young pilots who will cut their operational teeth on the
fighter. That the remedies were worked out in association
with the manufacturer would confirm the view that the tur-
bulence that the jet had run into was essentially the result of
the collapse of the erstwhile Soviet Union’s military-industry
complex, the breakdown in product support that forced the
procurement of spares from uncertified sources. Some sus-
picion still persists that the jets built in Ianite
up to scratch, \2.— DH W
Technical shortcomings, however, were just one of the ma-
jor difficulties and only when the advanced jet trainer is in-
ducted will a critical gap in the training profile be bridged and
the mismatch between young pilot and demanding plane
cease to exist. But make no mistake about it, a “zero” acci-
dent rate is not even fantasy. Military aviation requires that
man and machine are pushed to the extreme and mishaps are
something which every air force learns to live with. Yet the
most significant aspect of the purported turnaround of the
MiG-21 is that the IAF now intends to double the number of
jets it is converting to the Bison — which it says is a contem-
porary frontline fighting unit. The initial plan to modernize
125 jets was formulated to compensate for the delay in the
indigenous LCA (Tejas) entering squadron service. But 250
Bisons, with a ten-year life span, will serve as a respirator to
give the IAF considerable breathing space as it sets about
identifying and precuring another 126 state-of-the-art jets for
which four aircraft types are under consideration. The Bisons
will serve as base upon which the force can be built witho
decisions having to be rushed through. Hopefully that is 0t
mere wishful thinking, for caution reminds that “the pg#of of
the pudding...”
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TWO BROAD QUESNONS were raised by the
still relevant controversy over the Kargil arms
purchases. First, were the rules that governed
defence procurements flouted when the De-
fence Ministry, headed by George Fernandes,
placed orders to “quickly secure supplies” for
Operation Vijay? Secondly, were there financial
irregularities in some of the 123 contracts com-
prising the Kargil-related purchases? The United
Progressive Alliance Government’s affidavit, fil-
ed recently in the Supreme Court in connection
with a writ petition, has clearly answered the
first question: the Kargil acquisitions were made
in line with the Defence Procurement Proce-
dures, 1992 and without violating any financial
rule of the Government. The Government has
acknowledged, with commendable objectivity
and fairness, that the procurement procedures
were modified in mid-1999 to telescope the time
frame for the imports in the context of Operation
Vijay.

The unhappiness that has surfaced in Con-
gress circles over the Government’s position is
quite unwarranted. It is true that the affidavit
falls short of giving a clean chit to Mr. Fernandes.
But it does wash away a good part of the stain
attached to his tenure. Already under a cloud of
suspicion following the Tehelka exposé, ‘Oper-
ation West End’, Mr. Fernandes was accused of
circumventing rules and using the conflict as a
smokescreen to push through emergency pur-
chases of arms, ammunition, clothing, and other
war-related material. What the affidavit tacitly
acknowledges is that war situations often re-
quire extraordinary measures and that the for-
mer Government cannot be faulted for seeking
emergency supplies of such things as hand-held
thermal imagers, terminally guided munitions,
flame throwers, and bullet proof jackets. It is
true that a lot of this equipment arrived only
after the cessation of hostilities. But wars do not
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have set time frames and it would have been
impossible to tailor orders on the basis of pre-
dictions on when this one would end. The affida-
vit has also refuted the charge that the telescoped
procurement procedure was unjustifiably ex-
tended beyond the Kargil war by pointing out
that the Army continued to be fully deployed af-
ter the end of hostilities and that the threat from
across the border had not yet completely
receded.

Mr. Fernandes, who was boycotted by the Op-
position when he was Defence Minister, may
permit himself a small smile at the recent devel-
opment. However, there is no cause for a self-
satisfied smirk as the affidavit cannot be con-
strued as a full exoneration of Kargil-related
transactions and actions. The question whether
there were irregularities in specific contracts is
still open. The Defence Ministry points to the
referral of some cases — for example, the case
pertaining to the T-90S tanks and armoured re-
covery vehicles — to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation. It has also suggested that efforts to
address the issues raised by the Comptroller and
Auditor General are continuing. The CAG'’s spe-
cial audit on Operation Vijay, which strongly sug-
gested that the Kargil purchases were marked by
grave financial irregularities, was a severe indict-
ment of the Defence Ministry. Among the issues
it raised were: why were Rs. 700 crore worth of
orders placed with inexperienced first-time ven-
dors? Did this contribute to a delay in the supply
of equipment? Were some items unnecessary?
Were others overvalued? The significance of
these questions went far beyond the so-called
coffin scam, an emotive issue the Opposition fo-
cussed on, but essentially a small contract worth
Rs. 6.5 crore in a package of Kargil-related deals
totalling over Rs. 2,000 crore. It is unfortunate

that they still remain largely forgotten and un
dressed.
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Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, April 4

DEFENCE MINISTER Pranab Mukherjee on
Monday sounded a note of caution ahead of
Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao’s visit to
New Delhi, drawing the army leadership’s at-
tention to Beijing’s military infrastructure in
Tibet and the implications of China’s rapid
modernisation of its armed forces.

Addressing the top brass of the Indian
Army in New Delhi, Mukherjee indicated
that India wasn’t being unrealistic about Chi-
na’s military might while acknowledging the
import of defence-related confidence building
measures between the two sides.

“A watch has to be kept on Chinese infra-
structure in Tibet and its technological and
military modernisation programme, and the
growth of its Navy,” i
the defence minister

said at the army
commanders’ con-
ference.

Like other major
players in the re-
gion, India has been
keenly observing the
rapid growth of the
Chinese Navy. Its ex-
pected advent into
the Indian Ocean Re-
gion within a decade
will introduce a new
military factor in the
Indian neighbour-
hood.

“The Chinese gro-
wth is being watched
by various powers
who are reassessing
their own positions
vis-a-vis that coun-
try. We must be alive

to these changes and their implications on

Patil’s diary

Mathuia: Shivraj Patil
on Monday visited
Nathula, through which
border trade with
China is to start

Security: Asked if
trade through the pass
is to start soon, he said
‘| did not go there to
start trade. | was there
to see the internal
security situation’

Road ahead: He said
only after discussions
with the defence
ministry and MeA ‘we
can see about
reopening of trade’

our strategy,” the defence minister said.

While he was extremely guarded and cir-
cumspect on China, Mukherjee was upbeat on
the US.

“With the US, we have made progress in ex-
panding the space for understanding of our
security concerns and for defence coopera-
tion. US Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice’s
recent visit has opened new perspectives,”
the minister said.

Mukherjee expressed worry over the rise of
religious fundamentalism in Bangaldesh, the
stalemate in Sri Lanka and the recent devel-
opments in Nepal.

While reiterating India’s policy of engag-
ing Pakistan in a composite dialogue,
Mukherjee warned the forces against any
complacency.
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Pranab sounds China caution

PTI

AS CLOSE AS IT GETS: Home minister Shivraj Patil zooms in on the beauty of Nathula Pass
during a visit to Sikkim on Monday.

Free trade inevitable: China

Agencies
Beijing, April 4

RESOLUTION OF. the vexed
Sino-Indian border issue sta-
ys high on his agenda as Chi-
nese Premier Wen Jiabao em-
barks on a four-nation South
Asian tour on Tuesday.

Wen will visit Pakistan on
Tuesday, spend a day each in
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
and then head for a four-day
stay in New Delhi from April
9, during which he will hold
talks with Manmohan Singh.

“The Chinese Premier’s vi-
sit to the South Asian count-
ries, as an important diplo-
matic activity of Chinese lea-
ders in the neighbouring area
this year, aims to enhance
mutual trust with South Asi-
an countries, deepen friend-
ship, expand cooperation and

plan the future in the spirit of
‘being a good neighbour and
good partner’,” foreign min-
istry spokesman Liu Jian-
chao said. Wen will hold talks
with leaders of the four coun-
tries and have an in-depth ex-
change of views on how to

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

strengthen friendly coopera-
tion with them as well as on
issues of common interests,
Liu said of the visit.

Wen, a Politburo Standing
Committee member of the ru-
ling Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) noted that he would
be visiting Delhi at a time
when China and India are cel-
ebrating the 55th anniversary
of their diplomatic ties.

Special representatives on
the India-China boundary
question have had four meet-
ings, where the two sides con-
ducted useful discussions on
the political guiding princi-
ples with “sound progress,”
Wen noted. “I believe the two
sides will be able to find a mu-
tually acceptable solution to
the boundary questions
through negotiations on an
equal footing,” Wen said.
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B UPGRADATION WORTH

RS 3,820 CR i CCS CLEARS
DORNIER, MIRAGE DEALS

NEW DELHI, March 29.
+~ Within days of US mak-
ing offer to sell warplanes,
India today announced a
number of defence acquisi-
tions and upgradations
worth Rs 3,820 crores and
decided to hold negotia-
tions for purchase of 12
French-made Mirage 2005
fighters from Qatar.

The Cabinet Committee

on Security today cleared

the decision to buy 12

Mirage-2000 fighter aircraft

from Qatar. Several other
decisions were taken to
acquire new planes and
ships, all of which will cost
several thousand crores
of rupees.

Just how much
the pla-
neswo-

%

cost is not clear,

which is why the
defence ministry price
negotiations are on. The
planes are not brand new,
but virtually so as an air
force assessment team has
said they are about 85 per
cent new. The initial deci-
sion to buy them was taken
by the NDA government,
For, the estimated price of
the planes will be less than
buying new ones.

Not only is the defence
ministry buying the planes
— it is also looking at addi-
tional equipment and
ground infrastructure to go
with the planes. The CCS
on 3 September, 2003 had
asked the defence ministry
for discussions with Qatar.
An Indian delegation had
gone to Doha for discus-
sions in April last year.
Now, that the decision to
buy the planes has been
taken, the possibility of buy-
ing the additional equip-
ment will be looked at.

Speaking to reporters
today, the defence minister,
Mr Pranab Mukherjee, who
did not make any statement
on the Baglihar hydroelec-
tric project that Pakistan
has raised questions about,
made  several  other
announcements after the
Qatar deal. They include:
M The upgradation of 14
Sea Harrier naval carrier
based fighters with new
radars and missiles for Rs
476 crore. These will be
done with Isracli help.

Hindustan Aeronautics will
be involved in the upgrad-
process.

Development of the
Intermediate Jet Trainer
will take more time and
money. The cost has risen
from Rs 180 crore to Rs 467
crore while the time taken
to get it ready will go up
from 92 months to 104
months. About Rs 159
crore is being kept aside for
the plane’s Russian engine.

India will also
acquire 11 Dornier-228
aircraft along with
spare engines for the
Navy. This will cost Rs

726 crore,

includ-

4 ing a forex
/ component
of Rs 435
crore.
B The government
also cleared nine off-shore
patrol vessels for the Indian
navy to be made at Goa
shipyards. The total cost of
\) the first three will be Rs

o \‘
1084 crore. The orders for

the other six will be given
later.

B The CCS also cleared a
composite propellant facili-
ty at the cost of Rs 324
crore. It will make 100 tons
of propellant for India’s
missile programme  at
Nasik. This is a programme
of the Defence Research
and Develo~~n
Organisation. The >

include the nuclear \\
Agni and Prithvi.

B To ensure that wore
Indian army officials get to
analyse satellite photogra-
phs taken from satellites
with 1 metre resolution
cameras, the CCS set up the
Imagery Interpretation Te-
ams at divisional headquar-
ters all over the country.
This will allow quicker reac-
tion to enemy action in wa-
rtime. Currently, they were
installed only at the Army
HAQ, the six commands and
the 12 corps.

M The CCS also cleared
the purchase of a subma-
rine fired torpedo decoy
system. The transfer of
technology with an Italian
firm, Wass, is over and the
total cost of the purchase
will be Rs 355 crore.

More troops for borders
Mr Pranab Mukherjee
today announced the rais-
ing of 20 additional battal-
- ions of SSB units mainty for
the defence of the Indo-
Nepal and Indo-Bhutan
border. This would mean
an addition of about 15,000
troops. /

{
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Pranab reiterates
concern over

Y  F-16 sale to . *

)7, Pakistan *

KOLKATA, MARCH 28. The Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, to-
day reiterated India’s concern
over the U.S. offering the F-16s
to Pakistan.

“The F-16s and other lethal
weapons are not required for
fighting terrorism and are used
in full-fledged wars. Given Pa-
kistan's track record, we fear
that such weapons will be di-
rected towards India,” Mr. Muk-
herjee told reporters on the
sidelines of the 77th annual
general meeting of the Indian
Chamber of Commegce (ICC)
here. ﬂi«g i)

Mr. Mukherjee gaid time and
again India has expressed its
reservations against giving the
F-16s and other ‘lethal’ weap-
ons to Pakistan.

“We have let known our dis-
pleasure to the U.S. Defence
Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld,
and the Secretary of State, Con-
doleeza Rice, when she visited
India. Even the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, had spoken
to the U.S. President, George
Bush, over the issue. The move
may upset the ongoing progres-
sive dialogue between the two
countries,” he said.

The Defence Minister also
made it clear that India will not
compromise with its defence
preparedness under any cir-
cumstances although the coun-
try does not have any intention
tp start an arms race in the re-,
gion. -

-/ To a specific question on
whether India will accept U.S.’ I
offer of military hardware, he
said, “this is the first time the
U.S. is offering military hard-
ware to India.” I

He, however, did not elabo-
rate on the issue. — UNI

i
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| Air torce Can Do With Reliable, User-Friel;diy Sukhois
Pranab says India’s ready

“tolook into US package

Our Potitical Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 MARCH

{

; WO days after expressing
’ I disappointment over the
| US’ sale of F-16s to Pak-
i istan, India on Sunday signalled
its readiness to take a hard look at
Washington’s  compensation
package for New Delhi, which in-
cludes F-18s, Patriot anti-missile
systems as well as systems for
management  of  nuclear

Air Force that [ndia ~an do with
Sukhois as they have proved to
be reliable and user-friendly for
Indian pilots.

Atthe same time, thereis alsoa
view that defence purchases are
becoming diverse after the previ-
ous NDA government took the
decision to introduce Israeli
weapons system. The proposed
Phalcon AWACS purchase is part
of this diversification.

Meanwhile, Lockheed Martin,

gy transter. Lockheed Martin is
currently manufacturing F-16sin
two versions. While Block 50-52
was being supplied to US and Eu-
ropean air forces, Block 60 was
developed exclusively for United
Arab Emirates. “We are ready to
develop new Block 70 for the
IAE" the official said.

Besides Lockheed, the US an-
nouncement has also cleared the
ground for the other American
aviation giant Bocing to bid for In-

weapons. In a clear
indication that India
might be imerested
in looking at what
the US hasputonthe
table as part of its
“South Asian match- §
up”, Union defence
minister Pranab
Mukhertjee said Tn-
dia will “actively
consider” Washing-
ton’s offer,

“This is the first
time we have re-
| ceived an offer of the
| kind from the US.
’ Naturally, when the

offer is there, it will

have to be actively considered by
| the government of India keeping
| in view the requirements of our

armed forces, Though earlier we
i used to have sometimes some
[ equipment of high technology,
j never before an offer of such so-
! phisticated equipment including
1 planes and others were made
| which have been made now,” the
I minister said in Kolkata.
]
[

"

The remarks are significant tor
two reasons. The Indian Air
| Force has no component from
¢ the US. Tt is built on planes from
l the Soviet Union and Fraice —
ﬁ MiGs, Sukhois and Mirages.
There is a strong view within the

the manufacturers of F-16, con-
firmed that the company has of-
fered to build “exclusive” and
Indi-compatible F-16 fighters for
the Indian Air Force, much supe-
rior to any existing fighters in
service world over. “If India’s re-
quirements are beyond any exist-
ing fighters, we arc prepared to
make upgraded F-16s to India’s
specifications  with  complete
transter of technology,” Mike
Kelly, senior executive of Lock-
heed Martin told a news agency.

The proposed deal envisages
supply of 18 aircraft in fly-away
conditions and the rest 108 as-
sembled in India under technolo-

MATCH

dia’s plans to acquire
126 multi-role com-
bat aircraft. The other
big competitors are
the Dassault, the
makers of French Mi-
rage fighters,
Swedish  Grippen
and Russians. The F-
16s carry a broad
range of weapons of
American, European
and Israelimake and,
under the sales op-
tion, it wouldbe upto
New Delhitogoin for
any choice. The Fal-
cons in their air-to-air
combat role carry
America-made Mamram AIM-
120 Beyond Visual Range missiles
as well as French Mica BVRs.

Mr Kelly said the total US
package would include provi-
sions for product support and
training of personnel and under
the programme being worked
out. 24 Indian pilots would be
trained in the US on F-16s and
50-60 personnel for mainte-
nance purpose. On the sale of
P3C Orion long-range maritime
reconnaissance aircraft to the
navy, the Lockheed officials said
negotiations were continuing
and the deal could be signed by
the end of the year.

POINT
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F-16s for Pak, 1

‘\!,

keeps hope airborne

OURBUREAU
March 26: Before the arms
race, the credit race.

President George W.

Bush'’s all-clear to the sale of
F-16 fighters to Pakistan has
ignited a scramble in Delhi
and Washington to establish
that India has not lost out
in the dash to be in the good
books of the world’s sole
superpower.

Keen to balance the sale
scales, the Bush administra-
tion has offered Delhi a larger
number of F-16s and possibly
the advanced F-18s in addition
to access to America’s nuclear
and space technology. India
has been denied access to US
nuclear and dual-use technolo-
gy since the mid-1970s.

Bush had called Manmo-
han Singh on Friday evening
—the eve of Holi in Delhi —to
convey the sale to Pakistan,
drawing an expression of
“deep disappointment” from
the Prime Minister.

However, a few hours later,
a bleary-eyed damage-control
bid had stirred off the ground.
The foreign ministry spoke-
spersen held an unusual mid-
night briefing, explaining how
America has offered to sell
India F-16s or F-18s.

By this evening, unnamed
US officials in Washington
were also talking of “upgrad-
ing and broadening” the stra-
tegic partnership with India
by exploring the possibility of
cooperation in early-warning
and missile-defence systems.

The officials also hinted at
cooperation in civil nuclear
energy and nuclear safety and
co-production of certain defe-

128

: Oi.ength. 15.03 m
sWingspan: 10'm

sHeight: 5.01m
sWeight:
14,968 kg
{loaded)
eMax range
545 km

Feared for: High
manoeuvrability and
all-weather strike
capability — can

be lethal in even
zero visibility

F/A-18 HORNET

between attack and bombing

modes with-ease — and raw power

nce items but they refused to
go into “specific terms”.

A US team is expected to be
in India soon.

Defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee said if the Ameri-
can proposal matches India’s
requirements, it would be
considered.

That is a big if because the
perception in the Indian defe-
nce establishment is that Am-
erica is an “erratic and unre-
liable” arms merchant that
can choke supply at will. Bes-

Feared for: Versatility — can switch

5 elength: 185 m
sWingspan: 13.68 m
sHeight: 4.87 m
eWeight: 29,932 kg

{loaded)
#Max range: 2,346 km

PLUS

aAccess 1o nudlear and
space technoiogy
., #Cooperation in
missile defence
#Co-production of some

defence items

ides, the IAF’s inventory does
not have US-made combat air-
craft, a factor that makes com-
patibility difficult.

But what nobody would
admit in public was the inevi-
tability of afresh armsrace in
the subcontinent. India, which
is ready with a multi-billion-
dollar defence shopping list,
will have to pump in more res-
ources to maintain the cur-
rent level of asymmetry with
Pakistan once the new F-16s
land in Islamabad.

ndia

JEFNENY

et e

Pakistan welcomed the ne-
ws of the F-16 sale with glee.
Not only Pakistan, Bush'’s ho-
me state Texas, too, is happy.
Lockheed Martin Corp, the
builder of the planes, had war-
ned that it would have to close
the production line that em-
ploys about 5,000 workers in
Fort Worth, Texas, if it did not
get new orders.

However, officials in Delhi
hope that Pakistan will be less
happy when the full impact of
the Indian package sinks in.

Hours after clearing the
deal, the US renewed a warn-
ing against travel to Pakistan.

The gains and losses sho-
uld not be judged by F-16s
alone, the officials added, has-
tening to point out that US sec-
retary of state Condoleezza
Rice took the trouble of track-
ing down foreign minister
Natwar Singh in Yangon.

Rice told Mukherjee that
Washington had decided to of-
fer India not only a much more
robust defence partnership
but also access to America’s
nuclear and space technology.

The US offer of access toits
nuclear and space technology
also holds out the hope that
Delhi will not have to worry
about supply of fuel for Tara-
pur or getting new reactors.

The telephone calls by Bu-
sh and Rice show that Wash-
ington wanted India on board
before announcing the deci-
sion, the Indian officials said.

Rice's predecessor, Colin
Powell, during a visit to the re-
gion last year, had sprung a
surprise on Indian leaders
when he announced the US de-
cision to grant non-Nato ally
status to Pakistan. (See P 6)
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J&K bus no threat
to security: PM -

Coo

Central agencies cleared entry permit scheme

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 17

PRIME MINISTER Manmohan Singh gave
the assurance that India’s position on Jammu
and Kashmir and its security was in no way
compromised by allowing the special entry
permit for the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus,
which is to be flagged off on April 7.

The issue dominated Question Hour in the
Rajya Sabha as the NDA members described
as a “security threat” the move to replace
passport and visa by special entry permits,
since these would have no check on the an-
tecedents of people from Pakistan.

The Prime Minister, however, said, “This,
in no way, poses any danger to our security. In
fact, the issue was discussed at length with
the security agencies before the government
took this decision. We have to understand
that we're dealing with a human problem.
The problem of divided families”.

While referring to the missing Pakistan
cricket fans, Opposition leader Jaswant
Singh said that, when such incidents were
happening, the government should not have
discontinued the use of passport and visa.
The Rajya S8abha Chairman said there would
be a detailed discussion on the issue !ater in
the House. However, this failed to pacify the
agitated NDA members.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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g
Army Chief J.J. Singh and his wife at the
Kaman bridge near Uri on the LoC. .

In fact, foreign minister Natwar Singh said
the move had been widely appreciated by the
people of J&K. “I can categorically assure the
House that the decision will in no way com-
promise our security, sovereignty and our po-
litical stand”, he added.

However, Jaswant Singh maintained that
he failed to understand how India would gain
politically, or diplomatically, by doing away
with the visa and passport system. “Our gov-
ernment had initiated the move to start the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service, but we
were very clear that this wouldn’t be without
passport and visa”, he remarked.

Former J&K chief minister Faroog Abdul-
lah said Pakistan should not be allowed to
dictate terms on this issue.
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Dawood takes
Bangla route

to Mumbai .}

Rajnish Sharma L R

T
&1

New Delhi, March 14 g S

CONCERNED OVER intelligence re-
ports suggesting that underworld
don Dawood Ibrahim was making
fresh attempts to consolidate his base
in Mumbali, the Union home min-
istry has issued an advisory to the
Maharashtra government asking it
to put its police force on high alert.

There’s worrying news for West
Bengal and all north-eastern states
that share a border with Bangladesh
as well. Home ministry sources said
Dawood is trying to use the porous
India-Bangladesh border to “push his
operatives into India”.

Members of the D-Company gang,
sources added, have been specifically
asked to focus on strengthening Da-
wood’s operations in Mumbai. “We
have been receiving these inputs for
sometime now and have alerted the
state government,” a senior home
ministry official said.

Using Bangladesh as a staging
point makes sense, argued intelli-
gence officials. Indian sleuths say
that ISI bosses have advised Dawood
gang members to infiltrate the coun-
terfeit currency, construction and
narcotics businesses in Mumbai.

For a brief period, India had suc-
ceeded in getting Pakistan to put
pressure on Dawood and the don was
on the run. In the UAE, too, Dawood
found the going tough after New Del-
hi managed to convince the Dubai
authorities to crack down on D-Com-
pany. In the last two years, UAE has
arrested and deported several key
members of the gang. Cornered, Da-
wood fled to Saudi Arabia. Here too,
the don soon found the place inhos-
pitable especially after the US
launched a war against terror.

Now, Dawood is reportedly feeling
unsafe even in Pakistan and has been
lying low in a safehouse at a hill sta-
tion near Islamabad. Sleuths say he
is now trying to regroup and is deter-
mined to build his network in India.
# Related report on Page 2
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The Armed Forces deployed on Counter Insurgency
operations, Armed Forces Special Powers Act, in the

North-east region with special refergg)me to Manipur

HE Armed Forces (the

Army, Navy, Air Force

and their auxiliaries) are

an instrument of the
State, Their primary role is to
defend the nation’s territorial
integrity and vital interests, This
implies defence against external
armed aggression. The Armed
Forces have a secondary role,
which is to aid civil power to
maintain and restore law and
order, as also in case of natural
calamities and catastrophes.
Assistance in natural calamities
is beyond the purview of this
article and is not addressed fur-
ther. The Armed Forces are to
be called upon to maintain and
restore law and order, only when
the situation is beyond control
of the police, Armed Police and
Paramilitary  Forces/Central
Police Organisations.

Public order

When called upon, the Armed
Forces operate in cooperation
with -the civil administration, so
that the situation affecting the
maintenance of public order is
effectively dealt with. In situa-
tions wherein employment is to
bring rioting, communal riots
and so on under control, the
Armed Forces are employed
under the provisions of CrPC
130-131.

This implies their requisition
by a magistrate, wherein police
are present but have lost con-
trol; employment, only after the
Magistrate has handed them
over the situation, whilst adher-
ing to the principle of use of
minimum force; thereby imply-
ing, doing as little injury to per-
son and property as may be con-
sidered necessary.

Armed insurrection

However, when there is a state
of armed insurrection, and the
civil machinery has broken
down, due to coercion and sub-
version and the Armed Forces
are called upon to restore nor-
malcy, the provisions of the
CrPC are inadequate. It is to
cater for such situations that

Parliament has conferred the
Armed Forces with certain spe-
cial powers. These powers are
exercised only after the
Governor of a State has
declared the area “Disturbed”
through notification, under Sec
3 of the AFSPA; State
Government has requested for
employment of Armed Forces to
restore  normalcy; Central
Government has approved the
same; and the Armed Forces
deployed - the Armed Forces so
employed, are in “Aid” of Civil
Power,

Provisions

The main provisions of AFSPA
are that, any commissioned offi-
cer, warrant officer or non com-
missioned officer in the Armed
Forces may in a “Disturbed
Area”, for maintenance of pub-
lic order, after giving due warn-
ing, fire upon - even causing
death to any person acting
against any law/order in force,
prohibiting the assembly of five
or more persons or carrying of
weapons, Or ammunition or
explosive substances; if neces-
sary, destroy any arms dump,
prepared/fortified position/shel-
ter from which armed attacks
may be made or any structure
used as a training camp/hideout
for armed volunteers; arrest
without warrant any person who
has committed/is likely to com-
mit a cognisable offence, and
may use such force as may be
necessary to affect the arrest;
enter and search without war-
rant any premises to make the
arrest or to recover amy person
believed to be wrongfully con-
fined, or any property suspected
to be stolen, or any arms ammu-
nition or explosive substances
unlawfully kept, and may for
that purpose use such force as
may be necessary.

Under the AFSPA, all persons
arrested are to be handed over
to the nearest police station with
minimum delay, together with a
report on the circumstances of
arrest. The AFSPA provides
protection to persons operating
under the AFSPA for immunity
from prosecution, without prior
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sanction of the Central
Government.

Minimum force

The Supreme Court have clari-
fied that use of minimum force
must dictate all actions; if fire is
to be opened it must. first be
ascertained that it is essential for
maintenance of public order and
that due warning is given; no
harassment of innocent people,
or destruction of property of the
public, or unnecessarily enter
into the dwellings of people not
connected with unlawful activi-
ties; as far as possible co-opt
civil police during execution of
operations; as far as possible do
not arrest/search women with-
out the presence of a woman
police officer; hand over arrest-
ed persons to the police with
minimum possible delay prefer-
ably within 24 hours, along with
a detailed report of the same
and all items seized in the oper-
ation. The Armed Forces have
issued comprehensive “Dos and
Don’ts” to all personal deployed
on CI operations and takes strin-
gent disciplinary action against
all those who fail to comply with
the provisions of the law.

“Disturbed” areas

The areas which have been
declared “Disturbed”, wherein
the Army/Assam
Rifles/BSF/CRPF/State Armed
Police are deployed and can-
ferred with special powers are
most of Assam, part of Tripura,
part of Arunachal, Nagaland,
Manipur and a 20 km belt bor-
dering Assam in Meghalaya,
Arunachal, Mizoram. Issues
being agitated against are that
sweeping powers have been
given and there are no/inade-
quate checks and balances; even
Non Commissioned Officers
have these powers — limit them
to Commissioned Officers; civil
police be co-opted for opera-
tions; No arrest or searches
without warrant - immediate
handing over apprehended to
police; too many innocent peo-
killed/harassed; women
arrested without presence of
woman police, raped and even

14 MhY 1003

killed in fake encounters; many
alleged encounters are fake;
human rights being blatantly
violated; those guilty must be
brought to book.

Unpleasant duty

It should be noted that we have
no desire to be operating against
our brethren and have been
directed to perform an unpleas-
ant duty. Insurgency occurs due
to poor governance — and then
spirals into a situation wherein
the State machinery has lost
control and been coerced and
subverted into doing the insur-
gents’ bidding. Restoring such
situations should be the task of
Central Paramilitary/Police
Organisations; though they have
been so chartered and raised in
very large numbers for this task,
they are relatively ineffective
due to poor leadership, ethos
and training for such tasks.
Ultimately it is the Army that
gets deployed into an extraordi-
nary situation, for which it has
NO legal powers. Of course it is
desirable to have local police
totally involved — but what does
the Army do when at least part
of the police and administration
is subverted and liable to leak
out plans? How does one ferret
out insurgents in a void of intel-
ligence from the police - it has
to create its own intelligence and
act on it ~ obviously in a few
cases there may be some mis-
takes — an attempt to obtain a
warrant would mean a leak and
escape of insurgents — attempts
to get the police to accompany
are invariably met with a reply of
inadequate resources, Or in
some cases non-cooperation for
fear of retaliation by insurgents.

Warning

When insurgents feel they are
cornered, they open fire first — in
our case we must first satisfy
ourselves that public order is at
stake, issue a warning and then
only retaliatory fire — conse-
quently many of our comrades
die — where are our human
rights? We have only a limited
number of commissioned offi-
cers — the Army therefore relies

on efficient Non-Commissioned
Officers with years of experience
- we have no option but to
employ them to lead some
teams/patrols - failing which
operations would come to a
grinding halt and the situation
would deteriorate. We try to
avoid arresting women in the
absence of woman police - in
the case of Manorama Devi in
Manipur ~ there was confirmed
intelligence of her being a PLA
cadre, an IED expert, who was
responsible for many IED
deaths - no women police were
immediately available — she was
arrested along with incriminat-
ing evidence and explosive, with
witnesses and an arrest memo as
required by law - she then
attempted to escape — she was
adequately warned and fire
opened as a last resort — there
have been allegations of rape .
and fake encounters.

Ramifications

Notwithstanding all these issues,
the effort is always to use mini-
mum force. The situation in
Manipur is particularly acute
with about 6000-8000 armed
insurgents violating public
order, committing murder and
widespread extortion - the
Army and other forces are
deployed to try and restore nor-
malcy - how do they do so with-
out the legal powers conferred
by AFSPA. Also, any dilution in
AFSPA will impinge on the abil-
ity to deal with such situations
and therefore have serious rami-
fications at the national level. It
is interesting that after the
AFSPA was withdrawn from
Imphal, there has been a major
increase in insurgent violence.
Notwithstanding the necessity of
AFSPA, undoubtedly with a
large number of troops commit-
ted, there are bound to be mis-
takes and the odd black sheep —
those guilty of violating orders
are brought to book — some per-
haps quietly to avoid embarrass-
ment.

(The author is a retired
Lieutenant-General, PVSM,
AVSM, VSM of the Indian Army.)
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Air e» exermses at Car Nicobar from Apnl
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Space command

likely to

network

assets: IAF chief

Air Chief Marshal SP Tyagi
in Kolkata. — SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, March 12. — The
Indian Air Force is planning to
establish a strategic aerospace
command to network its assets
in space for defence purposes,
Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Mar-
shal SP Tyagi, said here today.

He announced that the Indian
Air Force would commence air
exercises at Car Nicobar air base
from the first week of April. The
air base was severely damaged
in the 26 December earthquake
and tsunami.

“Space is just another altitude
for us to operate in. We need to
network our assets in space. A
separate aerospace command is
under consideration,” he said.

Calling it “just a natural pro-
gression” of the conventional
strategic use of airspace, he said
there were a lot of weapons that
could not be used in space and
the command was being envis-
aged to take care of all such is-
sues of defence interest.

“It doesn’t matter from what
height we operate as long as we
stick to international regula-
tions on use of space,” he said at
Fort William.

On the Car Nicobar air base,
the Chief of Air Staff said air ex-

THE STATESMAN

ercises will commence with Jag-
uars and Sukhoi-30 aircraft. He
said that the base will be made
ready for landing, refueling and
aircraft maintenance. But, he
maintained that no aircraft sta-
tion will come up at the base and
it would not be converted into a
permanent combat ground.

Air Chief Marshal Tyagi said
the graph of accidents and casu-
alties in the IAF has, of late, de-
clined. “We are constantly
working towards bringing it
down because even one accident
is an accident too many,” he
said.

He said the IAF should always
be prepared for the “war of to-
morrow” and India had signed a
contract to procure 24 Advanced
Jet Trainers from the UK and
the first AJT will arrive in 2007.

“We will assemble 42 more
AJTs at the Hindustan Aero-
nautics India Limited by 2010,”
he said. He said: “We have re-
quested the government to pro-
cure 126 multi-role aircraft.
Requests for Information (RFI)
have been placed with the USA,
Sweden, France and Russia for
aircraft like F- 16s, Griffin,
Mirage and MiG 29s.”

He said: “We will have to con-
sider not only the performance
but also the commercial viability
of an aircraft before going in for
a $2 billion deal.”

The first lot of 20 Light Combat
Aircraft would be bought imme-
diately and these would begin
operations by 2008.

“I want our LCA to fly with in-
digenous Kaveri engines. The
combat potential of the aircraft
is of immense importance to us.”
Asked how he was rating the
IAF, he said the Air Force was,
reasonably well-placed and in
position to meet the strategic d;p
mands of the country.

;
/
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Dhariwal agrees to appear
* . hefore CBI on April 4

[
}IMES News NETWORK

New Delhi: Gutka major
i Rasiklal
Manikec-
h an d
Dhariwal,
currently
in Dubali,
though
wanted by
. the CBIina
sensational gutka-under-
world nexus case, has
agreed to appear before the
investigating agency on
April 4, as solicitor-general
Goolam E Vahanvati said
the probe team would not
execute the non-bailable
warrant (NBW) against
Dhariwal till then.

As the court raised a
question mark on the
NBW issued against a wit-
ness in the case, Vahan-
vati revealed that the war-
rant was issued against
Manikchand for the pur-
pose of his production in a
court as there were sever-
al documents which indi-
cate his involvement in
the case.

Dhariwal’s son Prakash
Rasiklal Dhariwal moved
the apex court through sen-
ior advocate Harish Salve,
challenging a Bombay high
court order refusing to stay
the execution of a NBW
against his father.

A bench of Justices K G
Balakrishnan and Tarun
Chatterjee recorded

i o

Prakash’s undertaking that
his father would appear be-
fore the CBI on April 4.

The bench also ques-
tioned as to how a NBW
could be issued against
Dhariwal, who till date has
been shown as an witness
in the case. “The warrant
was issued under what pro-
vision of Criminal Proce-
dure Code?” asked the
bench, adding “Police has
no power to issue warrants
against a witness”.

“This means warrants
can be issued against any-
body,” the bench observed
and added it could only be
issued if he was an accused
in a case. Vahanvati said
there were certain docu-
ments which point to
Manikchand’s involvement
in the case.

DHariwal and Jagdish
Joshi, owners of “Manikc-
hand gutka” and “Goa gut-
ka” respectively, had
pleaded before the court
that the Mumbai crime
branch had summoned
them for questioning, but
they had informed the po-
lice about their inability to
come to India from foreign
countries at this juncture
as their NRI status would
be disturbed.

Joshi later returned to In-
dia and agreed to face the
investigation. The Bombay
high court has fixed March
16 for hearing Joshi’s plea
for quashing the warrant

against him.

Dawood Ibrahim’s broth-
ers Anees, Mohammed Fa-
rooque Mansuri, Jamrud-
din alias Jambo Kaliya
Ansari and Rajesh Laxmi-
narayan Pancharia’s
names also figure in the
chargesheet. While Ansari
and Pancharia were arrest-
ed under the Maharashtra
Control of Organised
Crime Act, Anees and Fa-
rooque are shown as want-
ed accused.

Dhariwal and Joshi, too,
figure in the chargesheet,
but as those needed for in-
terrogation. After receiv-
ing documents from the
CBI, Interpol had put
Dhariwal and Joshi on the
wanted list.

Mumbai MCOCA court
designated judge A P
Bhangale had observed that
police had enough evidence
against Dhariwal and Joshi
and it apprehended that the
duo may not return to India
for interrogation.

He had also stated that as
the case was under MCO-
CA, the offences were seri-
ous in nature. The police al-
leged that Dhariwal and
Joshi had gone to Pakistan
to meet Dawood to settle
business disputes. It was
also alleged that Anees
Ibrahim had imported
gutkha-manufacturing ma-
chines from India and the
equipment had been sent to
Pakistan via Dubai.
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" Indo-Nepa

By Devesh K. Pandey “HO

NEW DELHI, MARCH 8. Interroga-
tion of two alleged Lashkar-e-
Taiba operatives who were ar-
rested with a huge RDX
consignment this past Satur-
day, coupled with fresh intelli-
gence inputs, has revealed that
while militants are very much
active in Nepal, there has also
been a substantial increase in
their activities in areas along
the Indo-Nepal border in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.

Indian intelligence agencies
believe that several groups,
clandestinely operating from
Nepal, provide logistics sup-
port to the militants taking
shelter there. Some of these or-

T oy
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ganisations haveqee identi-
fied as Nepal Islamlic Yuva
Sangh, Kashmir jama Masjid
Democratic Muslim  Associ-
ation and Nepal World Islamic
Council. In certain cases, such
groups have been found receiv-
ing funds from their sympa-
thisers based in Jeddah and
other Central Asian cities. One
of these outfits is believed to
have links with Islamic Youth
Organisation based in Jakarta.

Among others in the watch
list of indian intelligence are
Jamat-e-Ahal-e-Hadis, Millat-e-
Islamic (which has links with
Jamat-e-Islami) and Jam Seraj-
e-ul-Alam, which is based in
Kapilvastu.

On the issue of infiltration,
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reports indicate that milifants
have been coming into and go-
ing out of the country through
the porous Indo-Nepal border
via Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
For their part, those based in
Bangladesh go to Nepal
through the same route by
crossing into the country from
West Bengal. “Young men from
Kashmir Valley, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and other places, who
are initiated into terrorism, of-
ten use the same route to reach
the training camps apparently
being run in the neighbouring
countries,” said a police officer.

The revelation by the police
that the two Lashkar militants,
Shahnawaz, an alleged Pakista-
ni national, and Shams, who

er the new den of

N

\

L
mijlitants
were killed in the encounter on
Saturday, had based them-
selves in Patna for the past two
years has also laid credence to
inputs that extremist outfits
have penetrated deep in Bihar
and have been spreading their
“message” in places like Pur-
nea, Champaran, Muzzaffar-
pur, Darbhanga and Saharsa
districts for roping in more and
more young blood. All these
districts are along the Indo-Ne-
pal border.

Further, sources said that
since Purnea shares borders
with two districts of West Ben-
gal, Murshidabad and Malda, it
was being used as transit point
for the militants shuttling be-
tween Nepal and Bangladesh.

-
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- on La hkar radar
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Syed Asim Al in New Delhi # () 5) \\D g}f

March 6. — Lashkar-e-Taivaba had planned to attack
software firms’ headquarters in Bangalore. A day after
the death of three suspected Lushkar militants in an
encounter here, the special cell of Dethi Police claimed
that the LeT had plunned a series of attacks in India,
probably the outfit’s biggest operation after the attack
on Akshardham Temple in Gujarat.

JCP, special cell, Mr Karnail Singh «uid the LeT plans
took shape in July 2004, One of iie arrested ultras,
Hamid Hussain. claimed that Salim alias Doctor, an LeT
sleeper agent, contacted him in Sceptember 2004 and
introduced him to Shams alias Parvez. a militant killed in
yesterday’s encounter. “The threc went to Kathmandu
and spent 10 days,” the 1CP special cell, said. Salim is a
resident of Meerut, Sleuths are trying to track him.

In Nepal, the trio met Abdul Aziz. a commander of LeT
in Kathmandu. Several targets in India were discussed and
satellite phones given to Salim. Aziz gave money to both
Salim and Shams. Targets selected included Indian
Military Academy in Dehra Dun, Shooting Range in Delhi
Cantonment and software firms in Bangalore. Sources
said the LeT wanted to target economic and military head-
quarters across India. Hamid and Shams went to Dehra
Dun for reconnaissance in November. A month later, they
went to Bangalore to identify their targets.

Photograph on page 3

TESTATESMAN g7 M 2505



'DEFENCE EXPENDITURE

I
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he military community is
Tcounting its blessings’ that

the medals and honours it
cherishes so dearly are not awar-
ded in accordance with a Chid-
ambaram formula. When presen-
ting his Budget for 2005-06 in the
Lok Sabha, the finance minister
declared: “I am happy to inform
the House that, after a gap,
defence expenditure in 2004-05
matched the Budget Estimates”.
Then, as if to give expression to
that happiness, he said: “I
propose to increase the allo-
cation for defence in 2005-06 to
Rs 83,000 crore, which will
include an allocation of Rs 34,375
crore for capital expenditure”.

Capital outlays

The largesse of Rs 83,000 crore
was a mere Rs 6,000 crore than
the previou$ year’s outlay — a
hike of 7.6 per cent — and the
critical capital component was up
by all of Rs 892 crore. Given that
it is officially accepted that
inflation is running at five per
cent, and that exchange rates
fluctuate (the bulk of military
hardware is imported), there is
virtually no increase in real terms.
The armed forces, clearly, find
little cause for happiness.

This ministerial mismatch of
word and deed is no stray aber-
ration. When substantially rais-
ing capital outlays in his Interim
Budget last July the finance min-
ister stated that “as promised in
the NCMP, government is deter-
mined to eliminate all delays in
modernisation of the defence
forces. Having regard to the
trend of defence capital expen-
diture in recent years, it makes
sense to make a high allocation
this year”. Surely he would not
have the nation believe that in
one allocation he had not only
reversed a trend but catered to
all accumulated shortcomings?

Yet there is need to be grateful
that Chidambaram did not repeat
the stock promise of almost all

" finance ministers —additional
funds being made available when
required. True, there have been
years when extra monies were
provided, but crash purchases
meant acquiring equipment of
dubious quality at inflated prices.
Yet if the forces are disheartened,

The author is Assoctate Editor, The
Statesman.
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Chidambaram’s Signal To The Forces

By KEITH FLORY

spare a thought for the defence
minister. In July, when the capital
outlay was raised by some Rs
12,000 crore, Pranab Mukherjee
opined that it was about Rs 8,000
crore short of what was required.
This time he has offered little
comment.

Despite having hardly put a
foot wrong and bringing to the

ministry some welcome maturity
and experience, he has wielded
precious little clout in loosening
purse strings. That is not an
automatic sign of failure, but it
heavily erodes credibility in the
eyes of defence personnel.

Modernisation

After all, they rate their minis-
ter according to his capacity to
fight their battle with bureau-
crats and other politicians.
There is something telling about
Mukherjee’s silence. It appears
that the UPAs Left allies, who
always bark about their capacity
to bite, have proved effective —
they wanted a cut in defence
spending. '

Fortunately the nation’s secu-
rity is not entrusted to the Left,
hopefully it will never be, for,
they are not merely ideologically
blinkered, they are blinded.
Prior to presentation of the
Budget, the Congress party

spokesman officially rejected the
Left’s demand to curtail defence
expenditure. His words were
ignored by North Block, and
maybe also by other power
centre adjacent to the AICC
Headquarters.

It would be pointless to assess

" Pranab Babu’s money-garnering

prowess against that of the

Congress/UPA supremo who
seems keen to outdo her mo-
ther-in-law in terms of Garibi
Hatao sloganeering, forgetting
her husband’s assertion that only
20 paise of every rupee spent on
development trickled down to
the intended beneficiary. That
much of the budgetary alloca-
tions for the social sector is in
accordance with Sonia Gandhi’s
wish-list is npot criminal, but
when the outcome is a cut in the
defence outlay there is an
element of the callous. Our poor
soldiers, when will they learn to
vote en masse, or at least make a
pretence to do so?

What would also irk the sol-
dier is the theory advanced that
a freeze in the defence outlay
was in keeping with the spirit of
trying to engage Pakistan in a
peace process, and that some-
thing similar with China is al-
ready in place. Regardless of the
fact that in both countries the
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defence outlay, as a proportion
of GDP, is rising while here it is
declining, our military thinking
and planning must be liberated
from obsolete mental shackles.
For it can be nobody’s case that
the 15-month-long cease-fire al-
ong the LoC is a way to suspend
recruitment to the army. Rem-
ember the theory about the best

“army being the one so good that

it never had to be used. Only
sustained, programmed moder-
nisation and re-equipment will
attain that.

Procurement

Back to the Budget and
Chidambaram’s  cause for
happiness. It was inevitable that
in 2004-05, there would be no
gap between the original and
revised estimate (in terms of
capital expenditure) because
prior to demitting office the
previous  government  had
concluded a host of big-ticket
deals, there was no way in which
the money could not have been
spent. It is not as though a re-
vamped ' procurement process
has suddenly struck gold We will
have to await negotiations and
closure of fresh deals — for 126
frontline fighters, for example —
to test the government’s efficien-
¢y on that score. And make no
mistake about it, the defence
ministry “returned” money in
the early years of the new mille-
nnium because it received go-
slow orders from the finance
ministry, struggling to keep
deficits within manageable pro-
portions. A certain sophistry is
germane to North Block.

Yet, to be fair to Chidambaram
and all finance ministers, defence
outlays are not open-ended.
There is a crying need for struc-
tura} reform, in terms of finances
and of forces in a larger, overall
context. The process has to begin
in the Service Headquarters .
which must look to a pooling of
assets and making common cause
for the sake of economy.

There has to be an end to the
puerile practice of submitting
long and rival (if not conflicting)
lists and then an undignified scrap
for the limited resources. But that
would call for genuine integra-
tion. Funny, when did we last hear
a highly-decorated officer talk
about a Chief of Defence Staff?
Talking positively, that is! -~
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 28 Q%

ITH no threat

emanating from

the westemn or

northern  bor-

ders, the Defence establishment

had to contend with an overall

eight per cent increase in its an-

nual outlay though it wanted a 40
percent hike from the pastyear.

_ Finance Minister P Chi-

dambaram today allocated Rs

83,000 crore to the Defence Min-

istry, noting that for the first time

in five years the armed forces had

“utilised the Rs 77,000 ctore allo-

cation for the past fiscal.

The Capital outlay that is
used for acquisition of weapons
and equipment was increased
marginally to Rs 34,375 crore,
just 2.6 per cent over last year.
This is because the Ministry has
already made provisions for big
ticket deals like Admiral Gor-
shkov (now called INS Vikrama-
ditya), Hawk AJT, PHALCON
AWACS and self-propelled ar-
tillery guns.

However, the marginal in-
crease in the Defence Budget is
also due to the fact that New
Delhi’s relations with Islamabad
are back on track and peace is in
the air. The growing bilateral re-
lations with China that are being
driven by multi-billion trade ties
are also reflected in the Budget.

Margl nal hi

The Army has been gra’\Qd
Rs 31,242 crore this year, up 12
per cent from last year, while the
Air Force saw a six per cent allo-
cation hike to Rs 9,004.61 crore.
The Navy’s allocations increased
13 per cent to Rs 6,027.35 ¢rore.

Though the MoD had
marked modernisation of IAF’s
aircraft fleet as critical to regional
military balance, capital allocated
was scaled down to Rs 9,564.90

crore this year, as against Rs
12,825 crore it was given in the
last Budget.

Former Army chief Gen VB
Malik, an advocate of higher de-
fence spending, said: “It is a dis-
appointment. Modernisation
plans will be affected, and so will
the country’s deterence capabil-
ity. There was also no mention
thisyear of the defence modemi-
sation fund. The Ministry may
not have adequate funds for new
contracts with this Budget.”

The Army’s requirement for
more war helicopters, however,
has got it an increase of over 50

NoAN Ewngss

ce for

per cent to Rs 939,13 crore.
The Navy was allocated RS
5,417.70 crore for ships
and vessels, 21 per cent
over last year. The hike
indicates that the Scor-
pene submarine deal
with France will be £
cleared.

The DRDO got
a more than 20 per
cent allocation this -
yeartoRs2,814.48
crore, up from last -
year's Rs2,343.16 ..
crore, Part of this
hike is to push the
indigenous  air-

yborne early warn-

ing system. Bud-
getaryallocationsto
the MoD alone are
up 50 per cent ¢
Rs 1,500 crore.

Defence ana-{
lyst K. Subrah-}
manyam said:
“The Rs 83,000
crore will cover in-
flation and
growth. But in
terms of percent-
age of GDP, we
have not pushed it up. It is at the
same level and that is unportant
The margmal increase in capital
outlay is probably for orders al-
ready placed on trainer aircraft,
Sukhois and the Admiral Gor-
shkov aircraft carrier.”

¥
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 silent frontiers

But SSB gets more
to tackle Maoists

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

", NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 28

. IN Abid to deal more effec-
tively with the Maoist threat
from Nepal, the Government
has increased the budgetary
provisions for the Seema
Suraksha Bal (SSB} and en-
hanced the funds for erec-
tion of fences along the
Indo-Bangla and Indo-Pak
border.
The
total budgetary
provisions for
the Union
Home Ministry
saw an increase

of 30 per cent internal security

with, the total

- funds proposed for the ministry

this year being pegged at Rs
946,39 crore against Rs 731.51
crore in the last fiscal.

In the budgetary provisions
for the ministry this year, the non-
plan funds for the SSB, guarding
the Indo-Nepal border, has been
increased from Rs 360.24 crore to
Rs532.77 crore.

The funds would help the SSB
in setting up more checkposts
along the border besides acquir-
ing more modern equipment to
check the infiltration of Maoists.

The Government also in-
creased non-plan funds for erec-
tion of fencing and construction of
roads along the Indo-Bangla bor-
der from Rs 510.11 crore to
Rs 631.65 crare and along Indo-
Pakborder from Rs 155.36 crore to
Rs233.05crore,

There was
also a whopping
increase of Rs
% - Ny 197.27 crore in .

SNl %4 the budgetary
aﬁ provisions  for

the civil defence
forces in the
next fiscal, with the Government
proposing to increse the bud-
getary provisions from a mere
Rs16.11 crore to Rs 213.38 crore,

The budgetary provisions for
Home Guards, a voluntary force
raised by the state and Union'Rr-
ritories under the policy laid down
by the ministry, continued to re-
‘main at Rs 44 crore.
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tka baron Joshi

“appears before CBI

Mumbai: Gutka baron
Jagdish Joshi on Friday ap-
peared before the CBI for
questioning in a case of al-
leged nexus with the under-
world. Joshi arrived at the
CBI office near Mantralaya in
south Mumbai at 12.25 pm. He
was accompanied by a group
of persons and his lawyer
Ganesh Gole. All of them
waited outside CBI office,
while Joshi went inside with
his lawyer. After some time,
his lawyer stepped outside

Gutka baron Jagdish M Joshi on his way to the CBI office

would be arrested by CBI.
Joshi arrived in Delhi
from UAE on February 23
and came to Mumbai on
Thursday. He moved the
Bombay high court urging
for extension of stay on non-
bailable warrant against
him. However, the court re-
jected his plea and gave CBI a
free hand to deal with him in
any manner as it deems fit.
Joshi had earlier moved
the Bombay high court pray-
ing for quashing of non-bail-

i

in Mumbai on Friday

and Joshi was closetted with
CBI officials. Joshi appeared
before DIG Loknath Dehra
for questioning in keeping
with his commitment before
the Bombay high court.
Lawyer Gole told reporters
that Joshi will be questioned
by the CBI on Friday and if
need arises he would be called
again. Asked if he would ap-
pear before MCOCA court,
Gole said there was no direc-
tive from any quarters for
Joshi to appear before MCO-
CA court. He also said it was
not very clear whether Joshi

THE Thar

able warrant issued by the
lower court. He also gave an
undertaking to appear before
the CBI on February 25 and
accordingly, the court ad-
journed his plea to February
28 for final hearing.

A special court had is-
sued non-bailable warrant
against him on a plea made
by the Mumbai police for
his failure to appear before
it in a case of alleged
nexus with underworld.
Later, the case was trans-
ferred to the CBI for probe.

Police summoned him and

S
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another gutka king Rasiklal
Manikchand Dhariwal for
questioning after an accused
in custody Jamiruddin Kalia
alias Jumbo in a confessional
statement alleged that the
duo had links with Pakistan-
based Dawood Ibrahim and
his brother Anees and had
exported pouch making ma-
chinery to Pakistan en route
to Dubai to help them estab-
lish gutka business. The ac-
cused also alleged that Joshi
and Dhariwal had gone to
Pakistan where Dawood set-
tled their business dispute.
Meanwhile, in a blow to
the beleaguered pan masala
manufacturer Rasiklal
Manikchand, the supreme
court on Friday upheld a low-
er court order restraining his
Dhariwal Industries Ltd
from using the brand name
“Manikchand.”

A bench comprising Jus-
tice B P Singh and Justice P
K Balasubramanyan dis-
missed the plea of Manikc-
hand, who is now marketing
its gutkas under the “RMP”

» Accused in murder case, P 5
brand, to get back its popular
brandname “Manikchand.”

One M S S Food Products,
which markets its gutaks un-
der the name “Malikchand,”
had moved the Mandaleswar
district judge in Madhya
Pradesh seeking to restrain
Dhariwal Industries from us-
ing the name “Manikchand”
as it was deceptively similar
to its own brandname “Ma-
likchand.” The district
judge through an interim or-
der had restrained the Dhari-
wal Industries from using
the name “Manikchand” for
its gutkas after M S S Food
Products showed that it was
using the name “Malikc-
hand” much before the
“Manikchand” brand name
was registered. agencies
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/HC dismisses
Dhariwal’s
plea against

A warrangﬂ,\\/

Mumbai: The Bombay high
court on Tuesday dismissed
the plea of gutka baron
Rasiklal Manikchand Dhari-
wal urging for cancellation of
non-bailable warrant issued
by a lower court against him
for failure to appear in a case
of alleged nexus with the un-
derworld. —

In another
development,
the court ad-
journed to
February 28
the plea of
gutka king
Jagdish Joshi -
for cancellation of non-bail-
able warrant on the same
charges as he offered to ap-
pear before the CBI on Febru-
ary 25. Joshi’s lawyer Sirish
Gupte told the court that his
client would return from UAE
on February 24 night and ap-
pear before CBI the next day,

Both had challenged an or-
der of a special court which
had issued non-bailable war-
rants against them for their
failure to appear before the
police in a case of alleged
nexus with the underworld.

Asregards Dhariwal’s plea,
the court observed that the in-
vestigating agency had the
powers to call any person for
questioning and if that person
avoided interrogation, then it
had the right to procure war-
rants against him. Dhariwal,
owner of ‘Manikehand Gut-
ka’, argued that a court did not
have the powers to issue war-
rants to aid an investigation.

However, the high court ob-
served that the warrant is-
sued by the lower court had
asked Dhariwal to present
himself before the court and
this did not amount to aiding
an investigation. The court re-
jected Dhariwal’s plea that he
could not come to India from
the UAE in order to maintain
his NRI status. This argument
was not acceptable, judges re-
marked.

Meanwhile, a special court
on Tuesday rejected the bail
plea of Rajesh Pancharia,
held under MCOCA in the
gutka case on the charge of
exporting pouch-making ma-
chine to Pakistan. Agencies

nimes OF NDA
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Mumbai: The recent contro-
versy in which actress Nag-
ma has been accused of be-
ing linked to the Dawood
gang is based on a confes-
sional statement made by
Jamiruddin Ansari alias
Jumbo in the gutka case. In
his 18-page confessional,
Ansari has made allegations
against Nagma, NCP activist
Arshad Siddique, Manikc-
hand Gutka owner Rasiklal
Dhariwal and Goa Gutka
owner J M Joshi.

While the original state-
ment of Ansari was record-
ed by DCP Amitabh Gupta in
Hindi in October 2004, we re-
produce a translated version
of some extracts from the
confession:

“I have been handling the
hawala operations for Anees
Ibrahim, brother of gangster
Dawood Ibrahim, between
1988 and 1998. I was involved
in hawala transactions to the
tune of Rs 115 crore. I was
controlling his hawala busi-
ness in Mumbai along with a
trader, Mulchand Chokshi (a
serial blast accused) from M
M Bakers in Zaveri Bazar. In
fact, one such transaction
pertains to actress Nagma. 1
personally went to Nagma’s
flat on Carter Road, Bandra,
to deliver Rs 10 lakh which
was sent by Anees to her. She
was his keep.

“After the J J Hospital
shootout case in which Da-
wood gangsters had shot
dead a Gawli henchman, 1
was asked by Anees to han-
dle the air ticketing business
for the gang. My job was to
arrange for air tickets for
gang members and relatives
of Dawood in Mumbai.

“In 2000, Anees had a baby
boy and he invited me to
Dubai for the celebrations.
There, I met J M Joshi of
Goa gutka in Anees’ cabin.
He was crying and seeking
help from Anees for recover-
ing dues from Rasiklal
Dhariwal of Manikchand
Gutka. Anees summoned
Rasiklal. When the latter
turned up in Dubai, I was
present at the meeting be-
tween him and Anees.

“Rasiklal told Anees that
he wanted to settle the issue
in the presence of big broth-
er Dawood. Rasiklal, along
with one Hamid Antulay,
who was also present at the
meeting, left for Karachi by
the evening flight. Anees
and Joshi too went to
Karachi by a night flight.

“In Karachi, Dawood act-
ed as a mediator between the
two gutka kingpins and set-
tled the issue. Dhariwal was
asked to pay Rs 11 crore to

Dawood

Manickchand gutka

presence

2002

Chiplun’s niece

crime branch

® Dhariwal meets Anees and 'says he
will settle the dispute in Dawood’s

m Dhariwal leaves for Karachi: Josm and
Anees too join him in Karachi ;
m Dawood setties the dispute and asks
Dhariwal to pay Joshi Rs 11 ¢rore

m Joshi arranges the setting up of a
gutka factory in Karachi for Anees =
Two exporters from
Mumbai are threatened
by Jamiruddin Ansari,
an Anees aide, and =
asked to export gutka-packing machines
to Dubai. The machines are then sentto
Karachi by another Anees aide

In June, spares for the

machiﬁes are
smuggled to Karachi

by Dawood-aide Salim

m In July, Dawood's father-in-law Salim
Ibrahim again smuggtes spares to v
Karachi after being persuaded by Ansan
u [n October, Ansari is-arrested by the

ANSARI'S QUOTE MARTIAL
n 2000, Anees had a baby boy and he invited
me to Dubai for the celebrations. There, | met
J M Jashi of Goa Gutka in Anees’s cabin. He was crying
and seeking help from Anees fo recover dues from

- Rasiklal Dhariwal of Manikchand Gutka.

| was controlling Anees lbrahim’s hawala racket in
Mumbai. One such transaction pertains to
actress Nagma. | personally went to her flat
on Carter Road, Bandra, to deliver Rs 10 lakh
sent by Anees. She was his keep.

- Nagma's response: The actress who was queried by
101 on Tuesday about the specific statements pertain-
ing o herin Jumbo’s confessions, said, “| have been
maintaining that it is a case of mistaken identity. The
confession is patently false and baseless. Even the
lawyer of the accused is saying s0.”

» DAWOOD AIDE HELD: Salim Sonda, an ex- :
tortionist of the Dawood gang, was arrest-
ed by the police late on Monday from Agri-
pada. Sonda, who is wanted in more than :
12 cases of extortion, is very close to Da- :
wood’s sister Hasina Parkar, who lives in :
Nagpada. He had attended the lavish wed- !
ding of her son Danish at Crawford Market :
in December. The policemen on surveil-
lance were unable to spot him then. P 3

» POLITICAL PRESSURE: A senior state politi-
i cian is believed to have put pressure on an
IPS officer in Mumbai to go slow on the
¢ gutka case investigations. Sources said
i that after being “pressured”, this IPS offi-
cer not only directed his juniors to “go
i slow” on the probe, but also asked them
i not to probe allegations against actress
i Nagma and Arshad Siddique, who figure
i in Ansari’s confessional statement. P 3

Joshi and he agreed to give
the money. After this, Joshi
arranged to set up a gutka
plant for Anees in Karachi.
Joshi supplied the machin-
ery and even manpower. His
key employee in India—
Babu alias Biju George—
was asked to work at the gut-
ka factory in Karachi.

“In 2001, Anees’ daughter
Shameem got married in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Anees
sent me four lakh rupees by
hawala and asked me to con-
tact his agent Arshad Sid-
dique (NCP activist) who
arranged for my passport
and Saudi visa and tickets. I
went to Mecca along with my
wife and children to attend
Shameem’s wedding. There, I
met Dawood Ibrahim, his
brother Mustageen and aide
Salim Chiplun. A grand re-
ception was held at a five-star
hotel in Dubai, where I met
Aftab Batki (a most wanted
Dawood aide who is the king-
pin of his counterfeit curren-
cy racket in India). I returned
to Mumbai and handed over
my passport to Siddique who
kept it at the residence of
Hasina Apa, Dawood’s sister.

“In 2002, Anees called me
from Karachi and said he
needed some gutka packing
machines for his Karachi

fa B

factory I was asked to con-
tact Rajubhai, the son-in-law
of J M Joshi. Rajubhai said
he too had a telephonic talk
with Anees and was willing
to send the gutka packing
machines. But he asked me
to arrange for an exporter. It
was then that I contacted
Mustafa Kabir and Arif of
Alif  International Ex-

‘In 2000, Anees
Ibrahim had a baby
and he invited me to
Dubai for the
celebrations. There |
met J M Joshi of Goa
gutka in Anees's cabin’

— Jamiruddin Ansari’s
confessional statement

porters. When the duo re-
alised that they would be ex-
porting the machinery to
Anees Ibrahim, a gangster,
they declined to do the job. I
then threatened them with a
pistol and even said that I
would Kkill them if the ma-
chines were not exported.
They agreed.

“The machines were sent
from Nhava Sheva port to

Dubai where Anees aide Fa-
rooq Mansuri (an absconder
in the gutka case) landed the
consignment in the name of
‘Ali Asgar company’ and
arranged for its export to
Karachi. In 2004, Babu,
Joshi’s employee working at
the Karachi factory, came
down to Mumbai. I arranged
for his stay at Hotel Mahim
Palace. Along with Babu, I
purchased spare parts (for
the gutka factory in Karachi)
in Chor Bazar in south Mum-
bai. In June, 2004, the neice
of Salim Chiplun, a Dawood
aide, was travelling to
Karachi and we sent the
spares along with her.

“In July 2004, Anees called
me up again, saying that he
wanted more spare parts for
the factory He also contacted
Rajubhai again and asked
him to send me the spare
parts in Mahim. I had then
contacted Dawood’s father-in-
law Salim Ibrahim, who was
to visit Karachi that month.
He declined to take the con-
signment, but I persuaded
him to take it to Karachi.

“l was arrested by the
crime branch team on Octo-
ber 10, 2004 for threatening
the exporters and facilitat-
ing the export of machines
for Anees Ibrahim.”

Mafia’s Links With City’s Rich & Famous Are Back In The Headlines

's Jumbo sings like a canary

HOW THE STAIN STUCK
2000,

seeks his intervention 1o settle a dispute
between him and Rasiklal Diariwal of |

Mumbai: The Bombay high
court on Wednesday deferred
till February 21 the hearing
on petitions filed by Gutka
barons Rasiklal Manikchand
Dhariwal and Jagdish Joshi
challenging non-bailable war-
rants issued by a special court
against them for their failure
to appear in a case of alleged
nexus with the underworld.

Adjourning the matter, Jus-
tice R M S Khandeparkar and
Justice P V Kakade also ex-
tended till February 21 their
order restraining the police
from executing warrants
against Dhariwal and Joshi,
owners of Manikchand and
Goa Gutka respectively.

CBI counsel Raja Thakre
and prosecutor Purnima
Kantharia, on behalf of
Mumbai police, sought time
to file their reply to the peti-
tions and urged for an ad-
journment till February 21.
Dhariwal and Joshi pleaded
that the Crime Branch had
summoned them for ques-
tioning but they had in-
formed the police about their
inability to come to India at
this juncture as their NRI
status would be disturbed.

The gutka barons submit-
ted that they were required to
stay abroad for a certain
number of days in a year to
maintain NRI status and
coming here would disquali-
fy them. They further said
that there was no provision
in the CrPC to issue warrants
as they were merely required
for questioning by the police
to help in the investigations.

The tycoons said they
were not accused and to
brand them as absconding
by authorities concerned
would not be proper. They ar-
gued that a warrant could be
issued only if a person was
required to appear before a
court and not otherwise.
Both of them had offered to
cooperate in the investiga-
tions by appearing at a later
date, the court was told.

A special court had on Feb-
ruary 1rejected their plea for
cancellation of non-bailable
warrant on the ground that
police had sufficient evidence
against them. Designated
judge A P Bhangale of Maha-
rashtra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA) court
remarked that the police had
reasonable apprehension
that the duo may not turn up
before it for questioning, and
asked them to surrender in
the interest of justice to help
in the investigations.

The judge also observed
that the case was being
probed under the stringent
MCOCA law, and thus the al-
leged offences were serious
in nature. pn




'SC refuses to hear
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Press Trust of India T a progress report on

NEW DELHI, Feb. 15. —
In the midst of the hearing
on the appeals in the Par-
liament attack case, the
Supreme Court today re-
fused to hear an applica-
tion filed by SAR Geelani
seeking transfer of probe
into the case of murderous
attack on him from Delhi
Police to an independent
agency like CBL

Even as a Bench com-
prising Mr Justice PV
Reddi and Mr Justice PP
Naolekar posted Geelani’s
application -for hearing
next l;f:}sday, the police
said they would be able to

~

their investigation into the
incident by next week.

Geelani’s counsel Ms
Kamini Jaiswal sought a
hearing on the application
and issuance of notice to
Dethi Police.

However, the Bench
said it would not hear the
application mid-way thro-
ugh the hearings on the
cross-appeals filed by
those convicted and sen-
tenced to death and the
appeals filed by the police
challenging the acquittal
of Geelani and Navjot
Sandhu alias Afsan Guru.

Senior advocate Mr Go-
pal Subramaniam, appear-
ing for the police, said that

eelani plea

Geelani’s statement was
recorded only yesterday
and that a report on the
progress of investigation
could be filed latest by
next week. The Bench
asked the police to be
ready with their response
to Geelani’s application
when it would be taken up
for hearing next week.
Geelani, who was shot at
on 8 February evening, has

-accused Delhi Police of in-

dulging in false propaganda
and of harassing him and
his lawyers and relatives on
the pretext of questioning.
He also alleged that the po-
lice might try to plant some
evidence to implicate him
in the case.
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Why India shotild worry
about Neiigl’s Maoists

- \
TiMeS Nsws,N NETWORK aglg? according to government repo-
N rts. Obviously Nepali-looking armed
W hy sl‘)ould Andhra Naxalites have been seen at Bijapur

Pradesh, Karnataka and in Dantewara region and in Ra-
Chhattisgarh worry about jnandgaon,, near the Wagah river on
absolute monarchy in Nepal? Well, the Maharashtra border, police off-
for one because events in Kathman- icers told 7Ol One such group was
du could impact the power of sighted recently in the jungles near
Maoists in the Himalayan kingdom. "Madian" village, 90 kms from dis-
And therein lies the rub. For trict headquarters of Rajnandgaon.
some time now, it has been estab- Police officers like IG of Bastar,
lished that Nepal Maoists have de- Girdhari Nayak, say if a crack-
veloped linkages — in terms of down on Maoists in Nepal suc- J
personnel, fire-power and opera- ceeds, it will weaken the training
tions — with Naxalites in India. camps and give security forces in
And therein lies the problem. Chattisgarh and nearby areas a
As Naxalites strike, seemingly at better chance to wipe them out.
will in a huge swath between Bihar But the bigger fear is that if the
and the Tamil Nadu border, police crackdown by the 78,000-strong
are getting jittery about the fallout Royal Nepal Army fails, then more
of Nepal. and more recruits are likely to flow
Chattisgarh's director general of into India through Bihar and flock
police last week convened a confer- the camps for armed training. Po-
ence of the IGs of zonal police, in- lice officers here warn that
cluding police chiefs from Bastar Maoists cadres could also begin to
and Surgua regions, the two worst-  operate from Uttranchal too.
affected areas in the state. Police The concept of compact revolu-
officials say a crackdown on tionary zone floated by Indian left
Maoists in Nepal will send ripples extremists, which earlier consti-
deep into the forests of Bastar and tuted Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand,
other areas of the state where Bihar, Orrisa, Chhatisgarh, Uttar
Nepals Maoists are trained along Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, now
with Naxalites who operate be- includes Uttaranchal and Nepal.
tween Bihar and Andhra Pradesh. The intelligence bureau has also
The Communist Party of Nepal reported that the prime motive of
(Maoists) cadres have received mili- the Naxalites was to carve out a
tary training in the training camps compact revolutionary zone from
of MCC in West Champaran, Bok- Nepal to Tamil Nadu and Chhattis-
aro, Giridih, Chatra and Hazarib- garh was a corridor for them.

Ee 5

Flowing out from the Himalayas is a chain of Maoist terror, extending well into the
interiors of Andhra Pradesh. The People’s War Group (PWG) and the Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC) are the two most active naxal groups in India. But they are now actively
working with other Maoist outfits in South Asia like the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)

2ihur- The six affected itarkuand: Palamau, wioagisi s, Almost all \
districts are — Patna, Garhwah, Latehar, Gum- | of its 16 districts,
Jeftanabad, Gaya, {a, Chatra Hazaribag and | including the densely |
wrangabad, Nalanda, Koderma are amongst forested Bastar, have ’
lawadah, Bhojpur-and the most affected dis- naxalite presence. PWG |
Rohtas The ulra-leftist | yiwe The MCCandits | /S Main naxalite outfit |
i achve InBiRar | aeenoot iharkhand Lib- | @Ctive in the state. |

| eration Emnf are the Fafiua e As
most active. many as 12 of the 23
1 districts of the state are

infested with naxalism.
These include Waran-

,FIowinQoutoﬂhe i s . naviy
 Himalayas, a 4 3 il gal, Khammanm, Nizam

destructive Red Tide:




~ Missile shleld headin

Srinjoy Chowdhury in Bangalore

Feb. 11. - India’s missile shield — a
200 sq km area defence system —
could be ready in the next five or six
years, leading defence scientists
said. This system could protect big
citics and strategic facilities like
nuclear reactors and space launch-
ing sites against incoming missiles.

Work began on the project about
two years ago, and the system would
comprise three parts: a long-range
tracking radar that will be able to pick
up ncoming missiles moving at super-
sonic speeds about 600 km away.

The second part will be the cre-
ation of a C3I system - something
that will incorporate command, con-
trol, communications and intelli-
gence — that will allow the register-
ing of information and decision-
making leading to action.

The third component will be the
surface-to-air missile. The missile
system could be in layers — the first

m1 sile will proba‘)ly (Z)ﬁe to engage
the incoming missild at 80-85 km
with the final one, inh case earlier
ones failed. hoping to hit the incom-
ing missile about 20 km away. A
radar to guide the missile to incom-
ing missile will also be necessary.
The Akash surface-to-air missile,
being developed by the DRDO, is a
possible candidate for the SAM, but
it yet to be readied though user-tri-
als could begin this year. Meanwhile,
the Akash will have some anti-mis-
sile system capabilities.
Development of this missile shield
means a considerable investment as
new technologies like a radar with a
long-range tracking system will have
to be readied. In the past, India has
been offered similar systems by
Russia (the S-300) and Israel (the
Arrow, which has American compo-
nents), but neither has been agreed
to by India as yet.
Speaking to reporters today,
senior DRDO officials said that the
anti-ballistic missile shield was

T"ESTATESMAN

ng for comp}ggply

unde development. One official
spoke of the three stages of radar,
command and control system and
SAM being under development.

Speaking about the development
of India’s eye in the sky. the airborne
warning and control system, Mr M
Natarajan, the DRDO chief and sci-
entific advisor to the defence minis-
ter, said the ‘eye’ or the radar, a
phased-array type would be placed
on an e¢xecutive jet, which could be
the Brazilian Embrear. A final deci-
sion on this is yet to be taken. The
study phase on this is continuing.
Mecanwhile, India i1s recadying an
imported system with Israeli help.
This involves the Phalcon radar on
an aircraft from a former Soviet
republic. Mr Natarjan said that the
crash of a similar aircraft five years
ago was an emotional setback for
the DRDO but work continued.

Mr Natarajan also spoke about the
development of the Medium Combat
Aircraft, the follow-up on the now
ready Light Combat Aircraft./
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By Sandeep Dikshit

BANGALORE, FEB. 9. India today
said its response to the recent
developments in Nepal would
be dictated by the clout of the
Maoists agitating against the
abolition of monarchy in the
Himalayan kingdom. “There is
extremist activity in a large
number of our States. Because
of the porous border, there is a
threat perception that once
they (Maoists| exert more influ-
ence in Nepal, there will be an
impact here. Our policy will be
keeping that in view,” said the
Defence Minister, Pranab Muk-
herjee, here today.

- Speaking in his capacity as a
member of the Cabinet Com-

Nepal: India to base
\/response on Maoist factor” W

mittee on Security (CCS), he
said: “We recognise that if the
security situation [in Nepal]
deteriorates due to increased
Maoist influence, it will height-
en our own internal security
threat.”

Maintaining that India was
concerned about the fall of de-
mocracy in Nepal, he said it
wanted multi-party democracy
along with Constitutional mon-
archy to continue. “This has
been affected. But after that
[takeover by the King], we have
not said this should be done.
But if Maoist activity is not
constrained, this may cause
problems to us.”

Revealing that the Royal Ne-
pal Army (RNA) had sent a

MIM’

communiqué to the Indian Ar-
my seeking continuance of
friendly relations, Mr. Mukher-
jee said India had responded
“along the same lines.”

The missive did not specifi-
cally seek additional arms and
equipment to counter the
Maoists and India had stated
that close bilateral military ties
should continue.

“We have a long-standing re-
lationship with the RNA. That
relationship stands. The RNA
wanted reiteration of the same
policy.” India had recently sup-
plied helicopters, mine-proof
vehicles, guns and ammunition
to the RNA to counter the
Maoists. A second tranche was
in the offing but Mr. Mukherjee

\
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did not specify whether it
would go through in the pre-
sent circumstances.

Defence ties with U.S.

Welcoming the U.S. Ambas-
sador, David Mulford’s state-
ment on Tuesday that
Washington wanted to intensi-
fy defence equipment cooper-
ation with India, Mr.
Mukherjee also reiterated New
Delhi’s reservations about the

U.S. administration “some-
times” being compelled to im-
pose sanctions that also

include severing of military
ties. India would continue to
be guided by the twin-pronged
policy on imports of big price
ticket items.

g ees 10



Bangalore, Feb. 9: The US
can get a slice of the Indian
military market only if itelim-
inates the prospect of sanc-
tions over Delhi’s nuclear poli-
cy and ensures uninterrupted
supply of technology and spa-
res, defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee said today.

“I am happy that the US
has shown interest in our de-
fence market. But because of
the US laws, the administra-
tion is compelled to impose
sanctions. Once the sanctions
are imposed, no defence coop-
eration is possible,” the minis-
ter told a news conference
after inaugurating Aero India
2005, an international air
show.

“We are also interested in
transfer of technology. Depen-
dability as a source of supply
and technology transfer are
the two most important crite-
ria for defence cooperation,”
he added.

Mukherjee was answering
questions on America’s offer
to sell a slew of military air-
craft, including the P-3 C
Orion (maritime surveillance
and anti-submarine aircraft)
and the E-2C Hawkeye (naval
surveillagice aircraft). The In-
dian Air Force has sent a re-
“quest t6 Lockheed Martin
Aeronautics Company for in-

Advanced light helicopters of the IAF’s Sarang
aerobatics team perform at the show. (AFP)

formation on F-16 fighter jets
before expanding its fleet.

On India’s nuclear policy,
the minister said the doctrine
is clear: no first use of nuclear
weapons and they would not
be deployed against a non-nu-
clear state.

The US administration co-
uld make an exception to its
rules, he said. “No position is
irreconcilable. We have seen
in the past how the law has
been amended with one-time
waivers to accommodate cer-
tain commitments to one cou-
ntry,” Mukherjee said, refer-
ring to the scrapping of the Pr-
essler Amendment, according
to which the US had stopped
military supplies to Pakistan.

THE TELEGRAPY

India is continuing negoti-
ations with the US to find a
common ground so that it can
buy military supplies without
fear of sanctions, he said.
“With the possibility of sanc-
tions, your credibility as a sup-
plier is in question.”

The US had imposed sanc-
tions against India after the
1998 nuclear tests in Pokhran
and banned sale of military
technology. However, since
they were removed in several
stages from 2001, the two coun-
tries have been working to-
wards closer defence links.

At another news conferen-
ce, Dennys Plessas, the region-
al vice-president of Lockheed
Martin, said the perceived mi-

Pranab terms for US deal

BR.SRIKANTHt\ \

strust “is something that be-
longs to the past. I see a new
page, I see anew relationship, I
see a relationship based on
mutual respect and trust. The-
re are common values that are
shared between the two coun-
tries. These are the two of the
largest democracies in the wo-
rid. There are very strong ties.
We ought to be looking at those
strong ties and mutual respect
and confidence for the future”.

Lockheed Martin and Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd have
signed a technical assistance
agreement related tothe P-3C
Orion aircraft. The pact has
been approved by the US de-
partment of state and allows
the two companies to share ex-
port-controlled technical data
related to the aircraft’s design,
manufacture and overhaul.

Underlining the “strong
and deep relation” between in-
dustries of the two countries,
Plessas said: “We are willing,
we have the desire to work to-
gether in addressing mutual
interests... Lockheed Martin
will be delighted to work in
India and satisfy India’s mili-
tary requirement.”

At the inauguration of the
show, Mukherjee invited aero-
space companies to leverage
India’s low-cost and high-tal-
ent workforee and infrastruc-
ture for building aircraft and
systems for the world market.
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By Somit Sen/TNN

Mumbai: A steady trickle of
firearms is making its way
from across the border. Ac-
cording to sources in the In-
telligence Bureau, guns man-
ufactured by Maoist rebels in
Nepal are being smuggled
into India for sale to under-
world gangs in Mumbai.

It was this intelligence in-
formation that led the anti-
terrorist squad (ATS) to in-
tercept two gun-runners at
Sion Koliwada on Sunday
evening and recover two so-

phisticated guns, a 9 mm pis-
tol and a .38 bore revolver,
from them. It is believed that
the weapons were manufac-
tured in Nepal and smuggled
from across the Indo-Nepal
border. Those arrested are
believed to have links with
the D K Rao faction of the
Chhota Rajan gang.

“The Maoist groups in
Nepal are frying to raise
funds by setting up illegal
firearm factories,” said a po-
lice source. “The weapons
are then smuggled out by
gun-runners in Nepal who

"HE Tieg
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ferry them across to Uttaran-
chal or Bihar from where
they are brought by road to
Mumbai.” A senior IPS offi-
cer, while confirming the role
of Maoist groups in selling
firearms to the Mumbai
mafiosi, said, “Mumbaihasa
big market for illegal
firearms, and the under-
world is willing to pay lakhs
of rupees for such consign-
ments.”

The police suspect that the
Dawood gang has also been
procuring firearms from the

Maoist rebels are smuggling
G guns into India, says B

surrender, they sped away,
knocking down four pedestri-
ans in the process. The police
fired at them, injuring Thala.
While three men managed to
escape with a bag containing
firearms, Thala and Kohari
were arrested. Thala has
been admitted to the inten-
sive care unit of Sion Hospi-
tal, with bullet wounds on his
chest and arm.

“The ATS has also recov-
ered several number plates
from the car,” said ATS chief
K P Raghuvanshi, adding
that the car was stolen from

Maoist groups. The D-compa-

The broken windscbreen”of the vehicle in whi alleged arms dealers
were trying to escape after the police opened fire at Raoli Camp

ny has a strong base in
Nepal. According to the
Mumbai crime branch, sev-
eral henchmen of both Da-
wood Ibrahim and Chhota
Rajan are currently enscon-
sced in Nepal.

Manoj Kohari and Raju
Thala, the two men arrested
on Sunday, have been booked
for gun-running and attempt
to murder. They were part of
a group of five travelling in
an Indica car in the Raoli
Camp area in Sion-Koliwada
on Sunday evening. When
the ATS team asked them to

OF”VDI,«

Bandra-Kurla
Complex some
months ago. “Ko-
hari is involved in
a few murder and
robbery cases in
Mumbai.”

Sources said that
Thala was the
brother-in-law  of
Naresh Singh
Thakur, a top
henchman of D K
Rao. “Thala used to
co-ordinate  with
Rajan inmates in
jail. He was also in-
volved in supplying
firearms to shoot-
ers,” an officer stat-

ed.

Meanwhile, the
four pedestrians
who were hit by the speeding
car are out of danger. The car
has been seized by the police
and is at Antop Hill police
station.

Said an officer, “Though
many citizens suspect the au-
thenticity of encounter
killings, this one was a gen-
uine encounter witnessed by
several passers-by.” The ATS
operation was carried out
under the supervision of
deputy inspector general of
police Subodh Jaiswal and
deputy police commissioner

Jaijeet Singh. /
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By&r Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Syed Abdul
Rehman Geelani, the Delhi Uni-
versity Professor who was ac-
quitted in the Parliament attack
case of December 2001, was
shot at and injured near Basant
Enclave in South-West Delhi on
Tuesday evening. Prof. Geelani
sustained at least three gun-
shots wounds and was rushed
to the All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
where his condition is reported
to be serious.

The incident  occurred
around 9 p.m. when Prof. Gee-
lani was coming out of his law-
yer Nandita Haksar's residence
at Basant Lok in Vasant Kunj.
The assailants, who were re-
ported to be travelling in a jeep,
shot at him at least thrice from
close range and fled. The mo-

tive behind the attack is not
clear.

Hearing the gunshots, Ms.
Haksar rushed out of the house
and found Prof. Geelani lying
on the ground bleeding. Along

THE HINDU

. Geelani shot at, injured

with her family members, she
rushed him to the AIIMS where
he was immediately operated
upon. The incident was report-
ed to the police by the hospital
authorities. .

Ms. Haksar said Prof. Geelani,
teaching in Delhi University’s ‘
Zakir Hussain College, had ear- |
lier in the day attended court |
proceedings. “He said he want-
ed to discuss a case with me and
came to my house around 8.30
p.m.,” she added.

Prof. Geelani was charge- ,
sheeted by the Special Cell of ’
the Delhi Police for his alleged
involvement in the Parliament
attack case.

He was sentenced to death by
the court of Additional Sessions
Judge, S.N. Dhingra but the Del- |
hi High Court acquitted him of
all the charges due to lack of
evidence.

—
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“Defence investing in

- Qf
Statesman News Service(} a %

Al

" BANGALORE, Feb. 7. — Un-
ion defence minister Mr Pranab
Mukherjee today said that the
government is investing over Rs
10,000 crore in Light Combat
Aircraft, advance airborne svs-
tems and the Kaveri turbine en-
.gine to power the LCA.

These investments are being
made through the Defence Re-
search Development Organisa-

Addressing a seminar on inter-
national aerospace in the city and
another function at the Bharat
Earth Movers Ltd unit at Kolar
fater in the day, Mr Mukherjee
said that while the government
was making massive investments
in defence research and develop-
ment, it had to contend with the
inevitable delays in indigenous
projects.

The minister, who was re-
sponding to yueries on the delays
in the LCA project told newsmen

tion for indigenous development. that “when vou start some indig-

A
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enous projedt, Wou have to face
some problems.” The LCA. hc
said. was no different especially
thie arempts to make the Kavert
engine for powering it.

He was, however, quick to ex-
plain that delays in localising de-
fence equipment and material
could be ascribed to the inability
of the various governments o
make major investments in re-
search and development. Which
is precisely why. he said. the gov-
ernment wanted the private see-
tor to get involved in a big way.




fecurlty sli/rgd fip.
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hegy should have been in place decades ago does not
lessen the importance of the decision to establish
specialised maritime police units in coastal states. Though the
bulk of the Rs 742 crore cleared by the Cabinet Committee |!
on Security will be spent on upgrading the Coast Guard —
the fourth of the Defence Services — the setting up of units
in the state police organisations to take control of the shore,
and immediately off-shore waters, could prove a key factor in
a larger security network. A significant gap in the policing
apparatus would be plugged once these units come into play.
With the Centre providing the funds, a system of intensive
patrolling by lightly-armed but fast-moving vessels capable of
negotiating shallow creeks could detect clandestine activity
that escaped the attention of the navy and coast guard which
are mandated to look for “bigger fish”. There should now be
limited scope for slipping through the security net.

For decades now maritime security experts have been
highlighting how the sea routes are being extensively used by
gun-runners and the narcotics trade — both of which have
very strong terrorist connections — as well as routine small-
time smugglers. Contraband is transferred from dhows and
ships to fishing boats far out at sea, the latter find it easy to
land at any of the hundreds of fishing harbours that dot the
coastline. The policing system currently in place has the navy
responsible for the waters beyond 30 kilometres from the
shore, the coast guard serving to maintain the inner cordon.
But the shoreline/three kilometre belt was neglected. It is for
good reason that the maritime police units to be raised now
will function under the state government, not merely the
Constitutional proviso that law-and-order is a state subject.
Those who use the sea as a conduit actually operate exten-
sively on land, so the local police is the best agency to deal
with them. That agency would also be in the best position to
gather intelligence and monitor suspicious activity. There
would, of course, be the inherent drawback of police ineffi-
ciency, corruption, underworld links and so on. That’s where
the Centre would have a major role to play: it must ensure
that a three-tier security apparatus functions in unison.

/7
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‘Infiltration down,

not out: Pranab
Fidayeen attacks worry g;iﬁfster

. A K \¢ & /
;A{é;l?zr;c(}?;mazaka), February 7\/§\W X\\ (\\,\)

/)
DEFENCE MINISTER Pra;ltgb\
Mukherjee said on Monday that
the number of infiltrators into
Jammu and Kashmir from Pak-
istan had come down, but not
the efforts to infiltrate.

“The number of infiltrators
has come down, but the efforts
to infiltrate haven’t come down.
Many efforts are being made.
Now, we've been preventing that
by completing the fencing on
the Line of Control. That has
acted as a deterrent”, Mukher-

jee told reporters. Greater surveillance and vigilance had also
helped bring down infiltration, he said, but added that fidayeen
attacks had increased because the number of infiltrators had
come down. Describing fidayeen attacks as “a more dangerous
weapon”, he said nowhere could one fight “those who're willing
to kill themselves”. He was here on a visit to defence undertak-
ing BEML.

Mukherjee said that, according to the estimates of the
Union home ministry, there had been a substantial decrease
in infiltration by 60 per cent over the previous year. He, how-
ever, stressed that the figures on infiltration from different
spurces were “some sort of estimate”. “You have to under-

tand that the infiltrators are not going to stand in queue and
ay you count us”.

To a query on troops reduction in Jammu and Kashmir, he
said it had not affected “our vigilance” and surveillance. “Ma-

v ny people have welcomed it (troop reduction)”.

\\ Asked if he would visit Pakistan if invited, he said, “It’s a
o loaded question. Let the invitation come. How canIreply to a hy-
7 pothetical question? Till now, I haven’t received any invitation”.

Pak wants to play Big Brother

CONTENDING THAT the reasons given by New Delhi for not at-
tending the Saarc summit were “not cogent and convincing”,
Pakistan said on Monday that, as chairman of the grouping, it
now has the “heavy responsibility” of removing India’s “fis-
sures” with Bangladesh, as well as with Nepal, to fix new dates
for the summit. The postponement of the summit was a “set-
back” and Pakistan was now trying to work out new dates, Pak-
istan Foreign Office spokesman Masood Khan said.

“The reasons given by India were frankly not cogent and con-
vincing. But we still have to move towards regional coopera-
tion”, he said. Asa result of the postponement, he said, Pakistan
now had the “heavy responsibility of narrowing down the dif-
ferences between New Delhi and Dhaka and New Delhi and
Kathmandu”. However, he did not elaborate on how the country
planned to achieve that.

Agencies, Islamabad /
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" ITBP onBéngal’s
bordef with Nepal

DARIJEELING, Feb. 4. —
The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police will soon be joining
the SSB to man the Indo-
Nepalese border of the
district, fulfilling a long-
standing demand of the
state government.

They are also to be de-
ployed along the Indo-
Bhutanese border. A meet-
ing between senior ITBP
officials and IGP, North
Bengal, Mr Subroto Naray-
an Sarkar, was held in Sili-
guri yesterday to finalise
the modalities of deploy-
ment. Home secretary Mr
Amit Kiran Deb today said
the Union home minister

\(ad acceded to the state
government’s request for
ITBP troops on 28 January.
“The deployment should
be complete in a fortnight,”
he said. Mr Deb said the
SSB personnel deployed
along the Indo-Nepalese
border will not be with-
drawn, but are to be sup-
plemented by ITBP men.

Security meet

A security meeting bet-
ween officials of Bhutan
and India in Guwabhati to-
day discussed the threat
posed by Maoists taking
shelter in Bhutanese refug-
ee camps in Nepal. The me-
eting, to continue tomorro-
w, will try to evolve a stra-
tegy to counter the threat.

WITE
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“Left demands cut
in defen nce o outlay

o\ N
Deepak Razdan YK
New Delhi, February 1

THE LEFT parties’ “Bud-
get” was out on Tuesday. At
North Block, they made a
12-point presentation before
the finance minister listing
their proposals.

Their demands: Cut defe-
nce spending, withdraw co-
rporate tax exemptions, tax
forex outflows, and go for a
deficit Budget to raise an
additional Rs 50,000 crore to
fulfil the promises made in
the common minimum pro-
gramme (CMP).

Critical of the govern-
ment’s economic policies,
the Left leaders explained
their document to P. Chi-
dambaram for two hours
since, they said, the coming
budget would be the first
“full” Budget of the UPA
government,

They told reporters: “We
expect the government to
take due note of our sugges-
tions”. The finance minis-
ter had promised “to look
into” their proposals, they
said. If ignored, the govern-

ment cpuld certamly face
embarrassing moments in
Parliament, sources said.

The Left team included
the CPI's A.B. Bardhan and
D. Raja, the CPI (M)s
Prakash Karat, the RSP’s
Abani Roy and the Forward
Bloc’s Debabrata Biswas.

The Left leaders said the
last UPA budget was not for
the full year, and could pro-
vide only Rs 10,000 crores
for the CMP.

The coming budget must
provide substantially high-
er allocations for agricul-
ture (up by Rs 14,000 crores),
the national rural employ-
ment scheme (Rs 20,000
crores more), education and
health (each up by Rs 8,000
crore).

Bardhan said the last
year’s defence allocation
was Rs 66,000 crores and in-
cluded Rs 12,000 crores for
orders placed earlier. This
year, there were no such
commitments and, there-
fore, the allocation should
be brought down.

The Left parties said the
tax-GDP ratio should be in-

creased by 1.5 per ce
“Enough scope for resour
mobilisation through ta:
tion exists”, they said.

The government’s de
sion to set up a fund fro
the disinvestment procee:
for investments in the soci.
sector “lacks economic r.
tionale”.

Public spending in the s
cial sector, or any other se«
tor, should be financed b
raising resources throug
taxation or by running
budget deficit, and the gox
ernment should not worr
about the fiscal responsibi
ity law, they said.

The Left leaders, who wi
meet the finance ministe
again to oppose bankin
sector reforms, said defic
financing was preferable -
selling off PSUs, whi
brought fund receipts ju
once.

While domestic industr
should be protected agains
cheaper  imports, th
salaried class should b
spared any additional ir
come tax burden”, the
said.
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/Normalcy at the border
"na achlevemenbt.,f\ﬂl

New Delhi: Terming the recent shelling
on the'Line of Control (LOC) in Jammu
and Kashmir as “nothing sinister”, outgo-
ing army chief Gen N C Vij on Monday
said the country’s adversaries would find
it hard to push militants across the border.

He said recent ceasefire violations could
be “stray cases” either attributable to
rogue elements in the Pakistan army, who
might be helping to push the militants
across, or groups of militants attempting
to sneak in.

“There is no cause of concern. Our
troops maintained restraint and did not re-
spond to the shelling and it speaks vol-
umes of how seasoned they had become,”
Vij said after laying down office as the
chief of army staff.

While outlining that new structural re-
forms were being enforced in the army, he
said most of these measures had now been
cleared by the government.

Asked if the erection of an anti-infiltra-
tion fence could be described as the high-
light of his two-and-a-half year tenure as
the army chief, he said “bringing about
near normalcy is a proud achievement of
the army with help from paramilitary
forces, local police and administration and
the state government”.

“We have been able to bring down infil-
tration to a trickle despite best of efforts
from the other side,” Vij said, maintaining
that the adversaries would find it very dif-
ficult to push people across if the forces
kept up the present security posture.

He said that sustained combined efforts
by civil and military authorities had led to
people in the state coming forward to show
their yearning for peace and this was indi-
cated by the heavy turnout of voters in the
local body elections even in separatist
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stronghold like Sopore, Baramullah and
Kupwara.

Vij said while these areas, which had
less than 10% turnout in general elections,
had shown over 50% polling with the per-

The new army chief Gen Joginder Jaswant

Singh with his father Joginder Singh

(middle) and the outgoing army chief Gen
N C Vij (right) in New Delhi on Monday

centage in the border areas going as high
as 70-80%. Security forces had also been
able to eliminate the top leadership of the
militants inside J&K, with the number of
militants decreasing from 3,500 to 1,600-
1,700.

“This number will decrease further as
the inflow across the border has become a
trickle and the security forces keep up
their pressure on them,” he said. em




1993 blasts: Tada

courtto

* Agencies
Mumbai, January 30 q

1]

ABU SALEM, whose extradition has been
cleared by the Supreme Court of Portugal,
would be tried separately by a Tada court
here for his alleged complicity in the 1993
bomb blast case, police sources said here
today. Salem will also be tried separately
for his alleged role in the Gulshan Kumar
murder case, although the trial in this case
is over and the court has pronounced its
verdict, the sources told.

The 1993 bomb blasts trial is already over
and the court is now busy preparing to de-
liver the verdict, which is expected this
year. Salem, allegedly a prime accused, will
be tried separately as and when he is extra-
dited. According to CBI, Salem had alleged-
ly distributed arms and ammunition smug-
gled from Pakistan to the accused in the
1993 bomb blast case. He allegedly went to
the Bandra bungalow of actor Sanjay Dutt
along with a co-accused to supply arms.

The prosecution’s case is that Dutt kept
an AK-56 rifle and returned the rest of the
arms. However, Dutt has denied the allega-
tion that he received the arms from the ac-
cused. Salem’s deposition is vital to the
case because he has been assigned the role
of a key conspirator. CBI is eagerly await-
ing his extradition along with his girl-
friend and former actress, Monica Bedi.

There are nine cases pending against
Salem in India but of these, the 1993 bomb
blast case and Gulshan Kumar murder tri-
al would get top priority, CBI sources said.
In the Gulshan case, the prosecution has al-
leged that Salem had taken contract money
to kill the Gulshan and hired goons to kill
him. The murder was reportedly executed
at the instance of Gulshan'’s business rival.

Police alleged that the conspiracy meet-
ing in this case was held in Dubai where
Salem had taken the contract money and
asked a co-conspirator to execute the
killing. The trial court in Mumbai did not
believe the conspiracy angle for want of ev-
idence and acquitted prime accused
Ramesh Taurani in this case.

However, considering the evidence on
record, the court sentenced co-accused and
alleged killer of Gulshan to life imprison-
ment. According to police, they suffered a
setback in this case only because Abu
Salem was not available to them for inter-
rogation.

“Now that he is expected to be extradited
from Portugal, we shall grill him on his
role in the conspiracy and hope to achieve
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m Abu Salem will also be tried for his
alleged role in the Guishan Kumar
murder case. Salem allegedly took
contract money and hired goons for
Gulshan’s murder

u In the bomb blasts case, the CBI
alleges that Salem went to the

Bandra home of actor Sanjay Dutt
with a co-accused to supply arms

m Dutt, however, has denied he
received arms from the accused
e

a breakthrough,” a police officer said.

Salem, once a close aide of Dawood
Ibrahim, hails from Uttar Pradesh. He
came to Mumbai in mid-Eighties and start-
ed a small time business in a market in sub-
urban Andheri.

He came into contact with Chhota Sha-
keel and Anees Ibrahim of Dawood gang
and got involved in criminal activities.

However, after 1993 bomb blasts, he fled
to Dubai and from there operated as extor-
tionist after splitting from Dawood. Salem
also targeted several film personalities and
sought protection money from them. The
police also suspect that he had bought over-
seas distribution rights from some film

producers. //



A ——— . SO

~

‘““‘More areas of agreement
than differences with China”

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 29. The Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee,
said today that India and China
shared more common interests
and areas of agreement than
differences, including a shared
commitment to a muiltipolar
world.

Addressing a conference or-
ganised by the Institute of De-
fence Studies and Analyses
(IDSA), he stressed, “Our securi-
ty ties have undergone a
change, with the resumption of
military ties signified by joint
exercises, bilateral visits and
sharing of information on mil-
itary matters of joint interest.”

“By institutionalising the Si-
no-Indian dialogue at a political
level, with regular exchanges
between designated interlocu-
tors [Special Representatives],
the territorial and boundary dif-
ferences between our two coun-
tries are being addressed
purposefully.”

In the aftermath of the tsuna-
mi disaster, Mr. Mukherjee said
the crisis had proved that coop-
erative means to anticipate and
work towards speedier and
more effective  pre-disaster
warning systems and post-di-
saster relief operations were
essential.

Transparency needed

“The design of such arrange-
ments and political sensitivities
need to be given due thought ...

there 139 J?ei]? to carry ’ggn&

parency in intentions and moti-
vations, build common security
perceptions, respect religious
and cultural differences, reaf-
firm commitment to democrat-
ic and secular values and abide
by the principle of non-interfe-
rence in domestic conflicts.

“These were the broad princi-
ples [followed] when India des-
patched relief material to its
neighbouring countries — Sri
Lanka, the Maldives and Indo-
nesia, while at the same time
confronting the challenges of
rescue and relief for the tsuna-
mi victims at home.”

Pointing to the need for a
common front against terror-
ism, the Defence Minister, who
is also president of IDSA, under-
lined that India did not link ter-
rorism with any single religion
and believed it would be a griev-
ous error of understanding to
do so. )

Referring to non-prolifera-
tion efforts such as the Prolifer-
ation Security Initiative (PSI)
launched by the United States
for a select group of nations, Mr.
Mukherjee maintained, “These
need to be examined in greater
detail. However, the underlying
need for a consensual muitifat-
eral effort cannot be denied.”

About the security of sea-
lanes of communications, the
Defence Minister stated that
these needed to be protected
from both traditional and non-
traditional security threats.

“While the e is an immediate
institutionalise re-
gional mechanisms aimed at
dealing with these threats, the
Indian Navy and the Coast
Guard with their current re-
sources can play a modest but
significant role in cooperation
with other regional navies to
deal with these threats.”

Role of U.S.

On the role of the United
States in the Asia-Pacific region,
the Defence Minister argued
that the two fundamental as-
pects that would have a signif-
icant bearing on East Asian
security were the degree of U.S.
regional commitment and the
“texture of its rejations with
China”.

“India’s strategic perspective
vis-a-vis East Asia is based on
two fundamental principles.
First, the maintenance of an eq-
uitable strategic balance and
prevention of regional rivalries
from destabilising the region,
which are both economically
and strategically vital for Indian
security.

“Second and more impor-
tantly, India would like to en-
gage all players both bilaterally
and collectively through institu-
tions such as the Asean Region-
al Forum. Towards this end,
India has initiated a security
dialogue to constructively en-
gage all the major players in the
region,” the Defence Minister
added.
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Portugal apex court allows”

Salem extra

P ORTUGAL Supreme Court has allowed ex-

_ New Delhi

28 JANUARY

tradition of 1993 Mumbai bomb serial

blasts accused Abu Salem to India. The
Supreme Court of Portugal, while deciding
on two petitions filed by Salem and the CBI
through Portuguese prosecutor general,
ruled that Salem could be extradited to In-
dia for his trial in major offences, CBI
sources said.

The Portuguese High Court had earlier
allowed extradition of Salem to India for trial only
in minor offences which included forging of pass-
port. However, the CBI had gone in for appeal
against it in the Supreme Court.

Simultaneously, Salem had also moved against
the High Court for his extradition. The fresh ver-

ion yf India

dict of the preme Court came in response to
these two petitions. The Portugal high couit had
granted extradition of Salem, who is also the main
accused in the 1993 mumbai serial bomb blasts, to
India in July last year for facing trial in offences re-

lated to forging of passports and cases of extortion.

According to that order, India could try
the underworld don only for offences like
8| forging passport, smuggling of arms into
Mumbat and not for henious crimes like
causing activities leading to death of civil-
ians in the 1993 Mumbai serial bomb
blasts. The CBI had immediately moved a
petition against this. Salem's girlfriend Monica
Bedi was also ordered to be extradited to india in
June last year. India had already given an assur-
ance to the Portuguese government that Salem
would not be awarded death sentence paving
way for his extradition. —PT1
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With an NSA in place, we need to get down to
coherent policy making and intelligence reform

HE interminable buzz of specu- ” Dixit was enga kd in— require to be

lation over J.N. Dixit’s replace-
ment should now thankfully cease
with M.K. Narayanan, special advi-
sor to the prime minister on internal
security, being named as the coun-
try’s new national security advisor.
Sensitive appointments of this kind
are often the cause of unedifying turf
wars and highlight the underlying
tensions and disjunctures inherent in
the system. These can sometimes
have an extremely deleterious effect
on the authority of the national lead-
ership, particularly the office of the
prime minister. By moving on the is-
sue, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has signalled a desire not just
to put an end to the rumours flying
around but to take ownership of the
country’s strategic planning and pol-
icy making process. This, of course,
demands more than the appoint-
ment of one individual and how the
prime minister envisages his team of
advisors on security should get
clearer in the days ahead.

With an NSA in place, attention
should now shift to the more substan-
tive issues at hand. The times demand
both continuity and change. While
on-going initiatives — like the back-
channel diplomacy with Pakistan that

resumed with the necessary vigour,
there is also a{need to rethink the
contours of Indian foreign policy and
security framework, keeping in mind
the country’s profile as an emerging
power in the region and the world. Fi-
nally, there an obvious need for bet-
ter coordination between the various
ministries and departments on secu-
rity matters — not just to handle an
impending crisis but in terms of
smoother day-to-day functioning.
Coherence is needed on the intel-
ligence front, as well, and Narayanan
as a former chief of the Intelligence
Bureau is possibly the best man to
ensure this. The Research and
Analyses Wing (RAW), its function-
ing mired by the curious case of Ra-
bindra Singh who is believed to have
leaked information to the CIA and
then mysteriously fleeing the coun-
try, has just been put on notice. The
man who will now head it has, it ap-
pears, been deliberately chosen from
outside its present ranks in order to
facilitate course correction and sys-
temic reform. Both these new ap-
pointments shouid come as a chal-
lenge and an opportunity to address

the inherent flaws in the system and
embark on new beginnings '}/
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4 Why stop the flow?

%Y No need for curbs on Nepal visits

owever relevant a red alert along the Indo-Nepalese

border may prove in preventing the movement of
Maoists, New Delhi may have to rethink its proposal to
restrict those visiting Nepal. There is little reason to believe
the Maoists will harm individual Indians, particularly
tourists — so far there has been no such instance — though
Indian ventures have come under attack. If loads of tourists
the two Indian private airlines carry from Delhi to Kath-
mandu are any indication, there is the least bother about the
current government-Maoist confrontation. Indian tourists:
keep the Nepal hotel industry and casinos alive and there is
reason why they should be encouraged. For all practical
purposes, the 1950 Indo-Nepalese Treaty of Friendship
which allows unrestricted entiy to citizens of either country
is dead because for the past few years it has become manda-
tory for Indian citizens landing at Kathmandu international
airport to have passports or identity cards, a system not ap-
plicable to travelling by road.

North-east states must particularly take precautions
against Maoist infiltration. It bears recall that some Nepa-
lese of southern Bhutan known as Lhotsampas, who took
up arms against the establishment, encouraged Ulfa and
Bodo militants to set up camps there in the early 1990s.
There is every possibility of Maoists forging links with Ulfa
and the National Liberation Front of Boroland which three
months ago declared a unilateral ceasefire, that is forma-
lised because New Delhi doubts its sincerity. On the other
hand, recourse to law has done little to stem illegal immi-
gration, so fencing off the Indo-Bangladeshi border, work

on which has been painfully slow, must be expedited.
£
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Take it on face valug;
Pranab on LoC firing

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21
LESS than 24 hours
before the scheduled ar-
rival of Army Chief Gen
N.C. Vijj at the Bhimber
Gali sector, mortar shells
were fired from across
the Line of Control at
nearby Mendhar on
Thursday evening. It was
the second such incident
inthe last three days.
General Vij, however,
cancelled his trip today
due tobadweather.
Pakistan has sug-
gested that the Indian
side investigate yester-
day'sfiringonitsownasit
“took place on India’s ter-
nitory”. The DGMOs of
both countries talked for
a third time over the
.5 Phonelastnight.
New Delhiis treading
cautiously onthe LoC fir-
ing, keeping in mind the

ongoing peack process.
“We should take them on
face wvalue,” Defence
Minister Pranab
Mukherjee said today.
He also indicated that it
was possible that mili-
tants were responsible.
Mukherjee, who has
asked Defence Secretary
Ajai Vikram Singh to
take up the matter with
Islamabad, said: “1 en-
quired today and also last
night about the shelling
from across the border.
Our DGMO talked to his
Pakistani  counterpart.
They said that they had
no knowledge about it
butagreedtolook intoit.”
Sources said the shells
landed barely sixkm from
the spot where Gen Vij
and J&K Governor Lt
Gen (retd) SK. Sinha
were slated to arrive to
dedicate fencing along
the LoC to the nation.
They added the shelling

INDIAN EXPRESS

started at around 6.30 pm
and was aimed at Indian
positions in Hamirpur
area. The shelling lasted
for 30 minutes, sources
said, adding that Medium
Machine Gun rounds
were also fired,

Meanwhile, in their
phone conversation, Pak-
istan’s Director-General
(Military ~ Operations)
Maj Gen Mohammed
Yusuf told his Indian
counterpart Lt Gen A.S.
Bahia yesterday there
was no evidence to indi-
cate the Pakistan Army
hadfired the mortars.

The Indian side stuck
to Wednesday’s state-
ment, saying the firing
was in clear violation of
the November 2003
ceasefire agreement. An
Army spokesperson said
today, “We are exercis-
ing restraint, as we have
since the first incident on
Tuesday.”
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By Our Diplomatic

\/\Q Correspondent \\
| NEW DELHI, JAN. 5. The Prim
Minister, Manmohan Singh, is
involved in assessing the role
and scope of the National Secu-
rity Adviser (NSA) following the
passing away of J.N. Dixit and
the assigning of his duties to M.
K. Narayanan, Special Adviser
to the Prime Minister.

An official press release is-
sued on Tuesday said the Prime
Minister had “assigned duties of
the National Security Adviser”
to Mr. Narayanan, a former Di-
rector of the Intelligence Bu-
reau. “Shri Narayanan will
discharge the assignment in ad-
dition to his existing duties until
further orders,” the release add-
ed.

The word “officiate” does not
figure in the text of the brief
press release issued yesterday.
As the statement makes clear,
Mr. Narayanan, an accom-
plished intelligence officer,
would have additional charge of
the NSA’s duties “until further
orders”.

Asked to comment on the
statement’s implications, South
Block officials told this corre-
spondent that it was not as if
| Mr. Narayanan's appointment
was for a few days, but neither

was it a permanent affair. Mr.
Narayanan himself has been
quoted as saying that Tuesday’s
decision was an “interim mea-
sure” taken by the Government.

‘The current arrangement, the
officials said, would allow the
Prime Minister to look carefully
at how the system had been
functioning since he took office
in May this year.

In his capacity as Special Ad-
viser, the Intelligence Bureau
had been reporting to Mr. Na-
rayanan while the Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW) was
sending its inputs to the Na-
tional Security Adviser.

With a combination of the

Manmohan assessing role of

ationag Security Adviser

two roles, both intelligence
agencies would now be report-
ing to Mr. Narayanan.

This could make for a
smoother functioning, the offi-
cials believed. While it is pos-
sible that a new NSA might be
appointed, it is also possible
that Mr. Narayanan’s appoint-
ment as NSA could be made
permanent, the officials said.

There have also been occa-
sions where the functions of the
NSA and the External Affairs
Minister have overlapped — a
feature common to both the
National Democratic Alliance
and the United Progressive Alli-
ance governments.

J.N. Dixit

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JAN. 5. The mortal re-
mains of the National Security
Adviser, J. N. Dixit, were today
consigned to the flames at the
Brar Square crematorium in
Delhi Cantonment. His son,
Ashok Dixit, lit the funeral pyre
in the presence of the former
diplomat’s wife, Annapurna,
and other two sons and two
daughters.

cremated

The Prime Minister, Manmo-
han Singh, the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, the Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
and the Defence Minister, Pra-
nab Mukherjee, were among
those present at the funeral.

Several diplomats and Mr.
Dixit’s close friends and rela-
tives were also present. The 68-
year-old diplomat died on Mon-
day after suffering a massive
heart attack.
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“Turf war

—

/
\\/ By Mahendra Ved

TiMes News NETWORK

\
h\‘
New Delhi: When Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh decided on the appointment of
Ajit Doval as the new chief of the Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB), he placed the seniority
criteria upper-most, ignoring a whisper cam-
paign that the officer had been one of the
main advisors on intelligence matters to for-
mer deputy PM L K Advani.

Now, however, he is confronted by ]

a virtual turf war among the coun-
try’s top sleuths, in time for the ap-
pointment of a new chief of the Re-
search and Analysis Wing (RAW) of
the cabinet secretariat.

The PM is seized of the matter and
is understood to have directed his
secretariat to prepare a detailed re-
port tracing the sources of media
leaks that, reliable.sources say, re-
flect badly on the government’s credibility.

The new twist is in the form of a cadre war
¥ While the RAW has regular cadre, having

been established in 1968 and come of age, me-
dia reports indicate that it is under attack
from quarters close to the IB.

RAW’s present chief, C D Sahay, retires lat-
er this month after a 22-month tenure and a
race is on for the 16th chief. If the UPA gov-
ernment follows the policy of promoting
from within the RAW cadre, two “natural”
candidates are Ambar Sen and G K Sinha,
both having good record and being
highlyrated.

over RAW

chief irritates govt

However, this is just the time, sources in
the government note, when details about de-
fection, allegedly to the US, of a senior RAW
functionary, Ravinder Singh, are being
talked about.

Neither the turf war is new to the govern-
ment, nor the media reports that appear from
time to time, especially when skeletons from
the intelligence cupboards fall out, causing
scandals.

But raking up the Ravinder Singh issue

that occured several months ago
is embarrassing the government
that is continuing with the previ-
ous government’s policy of closer
collaboration with the US in the
intelligence matters. Sources say
it would like to move on without
escaping into the recent past and
tighten the controls, as it general-
ly happens, to prevent a recur-
. rence.
Nobody is condoning Singh's disappear-
ance. But there is evidence available now that
explains why he was not prevented, and why
he was not taken to court. There was no hard
evidence at that time that could stand scruti-
ny in a court. He was supposed to be living
lavishly, as per reports that appeared after
his disappearance.

The counter intelligence section within
the RAW has concluded that this was because
Ravinder Singh had inherited a lot of prop-
erty from his parents and his in-laws and a
part of his family had already migrated to
the US.
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<1.N. Dix

A\ W\ By Amit Baruahot N

NEW DELHI, JAN. 3. The Ni&lonal
Security Adviser, ].N. Dixit,
passed away this morning fol-
lowing a massive cardiac arrest
at his Safdarjang Lane resi-
dence.

Mr. Dixit, who would have
turned 69 on January 8, was well
known in the region — having
been envoy to Sri Lanka, Pakis-
tan and Afghanistan — as well
as being responsible for open-
ing India’s first mission to Ban-
gladesh. He was the Foreign
Secretary from November 1991
to February 1994.

Mr. Dixit’s aide said he col-
lapsed in the bathroom. He was
rushed to the All-India Institute
of Medical Sciences where ef-
forts to revive him failed. The
funeral will take place on
Wednesday.

The President, A.P.J. Abdul

ixit passe

said that Mr.> Dixit

Kalam,
served the country with distinc-
tion in a four-decade-long dip-
lomatic career.

In his message, the Prime

Minister, Manmohan Singh,
said: “I have lost a close friend, a
valued colleague and a great
source of support and advice.
The nation has lost a great dip-

s away

lomat and wise strateglst The
loss is irreparable.”

Mr. Dixit, who joined the
Congress after the February
2002 carnage in Gujarat, was in
the party’s foreign affairs com-
mittee, and was appointed Na-
tional Security Adviser in May
last.

Mr. Dixit was also India’s
Special Representative in the
high-level dialogue with China
on the boundary issue. He and
his Chinese counterpart, Dai
Bingguo, have held two rounds
of discussions on the border is-
sue.

Mr. Dixit continued the back-
channel discussions of his pred-

‘ecessor, Brajesh Mishra, with

his Pakistani counterpart, Tarig
Aziz. These quiet talks have of-
ten set the stage for major meet-
ings in recent months between
India and Pakistan.
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NEW DELHI 31 DECEMBER q)

HE army and the air force
on Friday geared up to face
the new year under a new

%}%

army staff. He will take up his
new assignment on January 5.
An alumni of National De-
fence Academy and Indian Mili-
tary Academy, Lt Gen Thakur

w air force ¢

hief

- coctitot ) Sl i e
will be the new vice-chief of th en Thaku d a number of

prestigious Mstructional, com-
mand and staff appointments in
India and abroad.

The government simultane-
ously effected a few changes at

crop of leaders at the
helm of affairs. While Air
Chief Marshal S. Krish- @
naswamy handed over #
the baton to Air Chief
Marshal S.P. Tyagi, the
government on Friday
effected a series of top-
level changes in the
army. The army, which °

7 the command level. Lt Gen
Arvind Sharma has been ap-
1 pointed GOC-in-C of the
| eastern command, while Lt
| Gen S, Pattabhiraman will be
{ the new GOC-in-C of the
4 crucial Western Command.
He'll take over from Lt Gen
J.J. Singh, who'll assume the

will have a new chief
General J.J. Singh in a
month from now, will also have a
new vice-chief as the previous in-
cumbent, Lt Gen Shantonu
Chaudhary retired on Friday.

Lt Gen B.S. Thakur, com-
mander-in-chief of the An-
daman and Nicobar Command,

KRISHNASWAMY: END OF INNINGS

was commissioned into the Cen-
tral India Horse (Armoured
Corps) in June, 1965 and is the
first army officer to head the Tri-
Service Command,

In his distinguished military
career spanning over 39 years, Lt

fae

@ office of the Chief of Army
Staff on January 31 after
Gen N.C. Vij's superannua-

tion. Lt Gen Aditya Singh has

been made commander-in-chief
of the Andaman and Nicobar

Command, while Lt Gen Cha-

ranjit Singh will be the new di-

rector general (artillery) in the

army headquarters, /
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